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COMMISSION- 


yiCTORIA,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  of  the  United  Kingdom 
f  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  Queen,  Defender  of  the 

^  Faith :  To  Our  trusty  and  well-beloved  William  Smythe  of 
Methven,  Esquire  :  Our  right  trusty  and  well-beloved  Coun- 
cillor, Sir  John  McNeill,  Knight  Grand  Cross  of  the  most 
Honourable  Order  of  the  Bath  r^Oiur  trusty  and  well-beloved 
Sir  James  Ferguson  of  Kilkerran,  Baronet :  Sir  Andrew  Orr, 
Knight :  and  Duncan  McLaren,  Esquire,  Greeting ; — 

Whereas,  We  have  deemed  it  expedient  that  a  Commission 
should  forthwith  issue ; 

Isty  To  Enquire  and  Report  how  far  it  may  be  desirable 
and  practicable  to  institute  an  equitable  system  of  Assessment, 
in  lieu  of  the  present  mode  of  maintaining  the  Public  Boads 
in  Scotland,  by  Tolls  and  Statute  Labour,  or  whether  any 
other  change  might  be  beneficially  introduced  in  the  said 
mode,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners,  would  be 
calculated  to  secure  a  more  economical  and  equitable  system 
than  that  which  at  present  prevails. 

2nd,  To  Enquire  into  and  Report  upon  the  existing 
management  of  such  Public  Roads,  and  whether  any  changes 
might  be  introduced  into  the  management,  by  the  Consolidar 
tion  of  Trusts  or  otherwise,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  said 
Commissioners,  would  be  calculated  to  secure  a  more  economi- 
cal and  efficient  system. 

Now  know  ye,  that  We,  reposing  great  confidence  in  your 
zeal  and  ability,  have  authorised  and  appointed,  and  do  by 
these  presents,  authorise  and  appoint  you  the  said  William 
Smythe,  Sir  John  M^eill,  Sir  James  Fei^uson,  Sir  Andrew 
Orr,  and  Duncaa|M^aren,  or  any  two  or  more  of  you,  to  be  ' 
our  Commissioners  for  the  purposes  foresaid.  \    '-   '  I 


And  for  the  better  difoovery  of  the  Truth  in  the  pranuses^ 
We  do^  by  these  presents,  give  and  graosti  ta  you,  or  any  typ^ 
or  more  of  you,  full  power  and  authority  to  call  before  you, 
or  any  two  <m  nnnfe  of  y<m,  such  pezsons  as  you  shall  judge 
necessary,  by  whom  you  may  be  the  better  Informed  of  the 
TSruth  in  the  premiaea. .  And  We  do  farther^  by  these  presents, 
give  and  grant  to  yon^  or  any  two  or  more  of  you,  fuU  power 
and  authority  to  enquire  into  the  premiaesy  and  ev^ry  part 
thereof^  by  all  lawful  ways  and  means  whatsoever.  And  We 
do  hereby  give  and  grant  unto  you,  or  any  two  or  more  of 
you,  fall  power  and  authority  when  the  same  shall  appear  to 
be  requisite,  to  administer  an  Oath  or  Oatlis  to  any  person  or 
persons  whatsoever  to  be  examined  before  you,  or  any  two  or 
more  of  you,  touching  or  concerning  the  premises. 

And  We  do  also  give  and  grant  to  you,  Our  said  Commis- 
sioners^ or  any  two  or  more  of  you,  full  power  and  authority 
to  cause  all  persons  to  bring  and  produce  before  you,  or  any 
two  or  more  of  yoU;  all  and  singular,  Books,  Records,  Papers, 
and  other  Writings  touching  the  premises,  which  shall  be  in 
the  custody  of  them  or  any  of  them. 

And  Our  further  will  and  pleasure  13,  that  you,  or  any  three 
or  more  of  you,  upon  due  examination  of  the  premises,  do  and 
shall  report  ^  Us  irbm  time  to  time,,  under  your  Hands  and 
Seals  respectively,  what  you  shall  find  touching  or  concerning 
the  premises  upon  such  Enquiry  as  aforesaid. 

And  We  do  further  will  and  command,  and  by  these  pre- 
sents ordwi  that  this  Our  Commission  shall  continue  in  full 
force  and  virtue,  and  that  you  Our  said  Commissioners,  or 
any  two  or  more  of  you,  shall  and  may  from  time  to  time  pro- 
ceed in  the  execution  thereof,  and  of  every  matter  and  thing 
therein  contained,  although  the  same  be  not  continued  from 
tin^  to  time  by  adjournment. 

And  We  do  hereby  command,  all  and  singular.  Our  Jus- 
tices of  the  Peace,  Sheriff,  Magistrates,  Ministers,  Constables, 
Officers,  and  all  other  Our  loving  Subjects  whatsoever,  as 
well  within  Liberties  as  without,  that  they  be  assistant  to  you 
and  each  of  you,  in  the  execution  of  these  presents. 

And  We  do  also  hereby  nominate  and  appoint  Our  trusty 
and  well-beloved  Alexander  Macduff,  Esq.,  to  be  Secretary  to 
you  Our  said  Commissioners,  and  authorise  you,  or  the  Senior 


member  yitesetit  at  dxiy  of  your  ineetingsy  to  administer  to  him 
the  Oath  defideU  adminiairicitiane  in  common  ferm. 

■ 

In  witness  wh^Deof^  We  have  ordered  Our  Seal,  appointed 
by  tfae  Treaty  of  Union  to  be  kept  and  used  in  Soot- 
land  fn  nx^n  and  place  of  the  Great  Seal  thereof^  to  be 
upended  to  these  presents*  At  Ont  OotEort  at  Saint 
JamesV  second  December,  in  the  year  of  Our  Lord, 
One  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  and 
twenty-eecond  year  of  Our  Reign. 

Saperscribed  by  Boyal  Sign  Manxial. 

(Signed)       John  M.  Lindsay,  C.D. 

Written  to  the  Seal  and  Begistered  the  Sixteenth  day  of 
December,  One  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight. 

(Signed)        John  M.  LiND/aAT,  CD. 

Sealed  at  Edinburgh,  the  Sixteenth  day  of  December,  in 
the  year  One  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-eight. 

(Signed)        Jas,  Hay  Mackenzie, 

^  Dep.  Keeper  of  the  Seal, 
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TO  THE  QUEEN'S  MOST  EXCELLENT  MAJESTY. 


We^  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  Your  Miyesty  (1st), 
'  To  inquire  and  report  how  far  it  may  be  desirable  and 
^  practicable  to  institute  an  equitable  system  of  Assessment  in 
^  iiea  of  the  present  mode  of  maintaining  the  Public  Eoads  in 
'  Scotland  by  Talk  aad  Statute  Labour,  or  whether  any  other 
^  cl^ange  might  be  beneficially  introduced  in  the  ^d  mode, 
^  which,  in  our  opinion,  would  be  calculated  to  secure  a  more 
'  economical  and  equitable  system  than  that  which  at  present 
^  prevails ;  (2nd),  To  inquire  into  and  report  upon  the  existing 
*  management  of  such  Public  Roads,  and  whether  any  changes 
'  might  be  introduced  into  the  management,  by  the  consolida- 
'  tion  of  Trusts  or  otherwise,  which,  in  our  opinion,  would  be 
'  calculated  to  secure  a  more  economical  and  efficient  system^' 
—hombly  report  to  Your  Majesty  our  proceedings  under  the 
said  Commission,  and  the  opinions  which,  as  the  result  of  our 
inrestigations,  we  have  been  led  to  form. 

The  inquiry  entrusted  to  us  resolved  itself  into  two  separate 
heads:  In  tlie  first  places  we  had  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  the 
Public  Roads  in  Scotland,  the  mode  of  their  present  manage- 
ment, and  their  financial  position  in  regard  to  Revenue, 
Expenditure,  and  Debt ;  and,  in  the  second  placey  we  had  to 
consider  how  far  the  existing  system,  thus  ascertained,  could 
be  advantageously  altered  or  superseded. 

In  entering  upon  the  former  of  these  inquiries,  we  found 
that  the  Abstracts  of  the  Annual  Statements  of  Income  and 
Expenditure  of  the  Turnpike  Trusts  in  Scotland  (under  12 
wa  13  Vict.  cap.  31)  had  not  been  printed  of  a  later  date 
4an  for  the  year  1855-66.  It  therefore  became  necessary  for 
o»  to  procure  fresh  returns  from  the  different  Trusts,  and  at 
the  same  time  fuller  details  in  regard  to  various  particulars 
than  those  contained  in  the  Statutory  Returns.  This  we  con- 
ceived could  be  best  accomplished  by  the  personal  examinatio?! 
of  the  Clerks  to  these  Trusts. 

In  regard  to  the  Parish  or  Statute  Labour  Roads,  we  found 

0 


that  no  ststistics  of  any  kind  were  available^  with  the  ex- 
ception of  two  KetornSy  one  printed  by  the  Houso  of  Commons 
in  April  1858  f  ParBamentarj  Papers^  No.  2i4)y  and  another 

Erinted  4tb  FeomaTy  1859  fPaniamentary  Papers^  No.  8), 
otli  of  which  are  very  incomplete  and  inaccurate.  We  there- 
fore found  it  necessary  to  issue  Schedules  to  the  Clerks  of  the 
various  Counties,  Districts,  or  Parishes,  by  whom  these  Roads 
were  managed,  with  die  Tiew  c^  procuring  Miformation  on  the 
subject;  and,  in  many  cases,  these  Retuiiis  were  supplemented 
by  personal  examination  of  the  officials. 

We  also  deemed  it  proper  to  issue  a  Schedule  of  Queries  to 
the  Chief  Magistrates  of  Boyal  and  Parliamentary  Burghs, 
with  the  view  of  eliciting  a  statement  of  bow  these  Barghs 
were  affscted  under  existing  arrangements,  and  of  ascertaining 
their  views  in  regard  to  any  change  of  system. 

Besides  the  various  officials  already  mentioned,  we  ex- 
amined as  witnesses  all  who  ofibred  themselves  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  we  specially  selected,  in  each  district^  auch  pairtiesas 
might  ffliriy  represent  the  diffisrent  interests  of  the  community, 
^dS  whose  eviaence,  either  from  their  poeition,  or  from  having 
turned  their  attention  to  the  subject,  was  likely  to  be  of  value. 

We  commenced  to  take,  evidence  in  Ecitinborffh^  on  tho  8th 
£Vlbraary  last,  and  our  sittings  (with  occasional  snort  intervals) 
were  continued  there  till  Ist  April>  during  which  time  we  com- 
pleted thb  examination  of  witnesses  from  ^gfat  or  nine  of  the 
surrounding  countiiss ;  on  5th  April  we  proceeded  to  Stirling, 
and  were  likewise  engaged  during  that  month  in  taking  evi- 
dence at  Perth,  and  subseqoently  in  Edinburgh.  During  the 
month  of  May,  besides  oocaiiional  sittings  in  Edinbuigh,  we 
visited  Grlasgow  aini  Ayr,  and  comrpleted  the  evidence  in  th^ 
localities.  In  June  we  proceeded  to  take  evid^>ce  at  Dumfries, 
and  afterwards  at  Dmidee,  Montrose^  Aberdeen^  and  Stone- 
haven; and  in  July  we  held  sittings  at  Keith^  SUgizi,  add 
Inverness,  besides  occafdonal  exanxinationl  in  Edinburgh,  to 
complete  the  evidence  abeady  taken. 

In  addition  to  the  evidence  taken  before  us,  we  have  received 
communications  from  various  individnals,  wbidfi  will  be  found 
in  the  Appendix. 

Abstracts  of  the  retums  procured  irom  the  clerks  of  the 
statute  labour  roads  in  each  county,  have  be^i  framed  with  as 
imich  accuracy  and  comfpleteness  as  was  practicable^  asni  these 
w^n  also  be  fonnd  in  the  Appendix;  whilst^  from  the  difficulty 
attending  the  collection  of  the  materials,  these  Abstracts  are,  in 
some  cases,  not  so  perfect  as  might  be  desired,  they  may  never- 
theless be  deemed  important  as  being  the  first  collected 
statistics  of  the  class  of  roads  to  which  they  relate* 

Similar  Abstracts  relative  to  Tumpike  Roada  will  also  be 
fohnd  in  tlie  Appendix^ 


Tli^  piablic  mads  in  Sootiaiid  ma^  be  divided  generally  into 
Ihne  ckases,  t&L  (Ist),  J^atuia  Labour  Roada^  called  also 
Cmmnnktlion^k  Patuh  Beads t  (2nd),  Turnpike  Boad^f  and 
tSri)f  I^Mk  lRaad$y  which  do  not  fell  binder  either  lof  tlwse 
lleids.    ' 


L  Statute  Laboub  iRau>6. 

There  appears  to  hanre  been  no  general  legiahtiye  proyision 
on  Ae  subject  of  roods  in  Scothtno,  nntil  the  beginning  of  the 
seirenleemi  centmy,  whctt  the  Act  1&17,  (^ap.  8,  gave  power 
to  JdBttces  of  die  !reaee  to  mend  highways  and  passages  to  or 
fiwa  any  market  tcywn  <ft  eeapert^  and  to  punish  those  who  in- 
jare  such,  and  deekured  that  uie  breadth  of  highways  to  madbet 
toWM  shonld  be  SO  feet  at  the  least,  and  that  those  of  larger 
keadtir  du>idd  remain  unaltered,  and  be  maintained  by  me 
JttttiMs  of  the  Peace,  as  wdl  as  all  other  ways  fran  any  tovfn 
to  (iie  parish  chfurch^  with  'power  to  r^oirt  to  the  oonncii  where 
ne^  roads  are  required,  and  also  to  punish  such  aa  reiuBe  to 
Mnd  highways  and  passages. 

'  This  Ad;  was  reviewed  m  the  same  terms  by  the  Act  1661, 
tap«  38)  and  -appears  to  have  been  the  only  existing  provision 
fitr  the  oonslroctiaD  or  maintenance  of  public  roads  till  the 
]f<ear  1669,  when  a  statute  was  passed  (1669,  cap^  16),  which 
*Jbr  tke  first  time  introduced  the  system  of  persooal  setrvkeor 
kboor  on  the  roads,  which  was  termed  Statute  Labcuv, 

The  Act  proeeods  oh  the  narmtive  that  the  ntovdsieffi  fi>r 
the  care  of  tfa^  highways,  which  had  hitherto  been!  laid  upoa  the 
Juftttoes  of  Beace^  had  for  the  most  part  prored  ineffe0tbal,a3id 
apt^ntk  tiie  Bberiff  and  Justices  to  meet  yearly,  and  ^  to  set 
^  wswn  aparttcular  List  of  the  Highwayis,  Bridges,  andiFerries, 
'  viinkm  their  Bounds,  and  to  divide  the  Parochs-  of  the  ssdd 

*  Bomda  as  ^ey  lye  most  ewest  to  the  several  Highways.  to>  be 
^  repaired,  and  as  they  may  have  the  most  eaual  burden^  also 
Is  aamo  overseens  of  portions,  with  power  to  those,  so  named  to 
tidl  on  tetiamts,  cottars,  and  servants,  by  intimation  -tt  the 
parish  kirk,  to  convene  for  repairing  the  highwap^  with  power 
^  aame'  aome  to  direct  the  rest,  and  to  appoint  such  oveiteers' 
«tj^  pmyiding  that  the  days  for  working  do  not  exceed  isix 
4»fsftMrniata  and  hone  yearly  fiw  the  fint  three,  years^.  and 
mr' day*  yearly  thereafter,  between  l^e  bear  seed  time  and  hay 
timei  ^r  naHest.,    Penalties  axe  imposed  ibr  absenoe,  amd, 

*  beeauae  the  Work  of  the  Inhabitants  within  the  several 
^  bounds  'W31  ttc4f  be  aUe  sufficiently  to  repak  the  Highways 
'  and  others  foresaids,'  the  freeholders  and  herit<a*s  are  directed 
^^=$KbcM^  or  tait  ^-iho  Heritors  of  the  Sibiro,  oompreheading 
'  the  Heritors  of  the  Bur^  Lands  therein,  ia  what  shall  he 
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*  found  necessary  for  the  effect  foresaid,  hot  exceeding  ten 

*  shillings  Scots  upon  each  Hundred  Pounds  of  Valued  Rent 

*  in  one  year.*  ihe  Act  further  authorises  the  levying  of 
moderate  customs  at  bridges,  causeways,  or  ferries,  in  case  the 
stent  is  deficient. 

This  statute  is  still  a  subsisting  Act,  although  ft  has  now 
been  superseded  hy  Local  Acts  in  all  the  counties,  except 
those  of  Bute  and  Zetland,  where  the  rude  and  inefficient 
system  it  introduced  is  still  in  operation. 

It  is  important  to  observe  tnat,  by  the  law  of  Scotland, 
there  appear  to  be  no  obligations  connected  with  the  construc- 
tion or  maintenance  of  roads,  other  than  those  imposed  by 
statute.  In  this  respect  Scotland  differs  entirely  from  England 
and  Ireland.  If,  in  either  of  these  countries,  the  statutory 
obligations  were  to  cease,  there  would  still  exist,  under  the 
common  law,  powers  sufficient  for  raising  fmids  for  repair  of 
roads^  and  for  compelling  the  parishes  or  baronies  in  which 
they  are  situated  to  maintain  them.  In  England  the  obliga*- 
tion  rests  with  the  parishes,  whilst  in  Ireland  it  devolves  on 
the  baronies. 

The  Commissioners  appointed  in  1840  to  inquire  into  the 
state  of  roads  in  England  and  Wales,  state,  in  their  Report, 
that  ^no  principle  of  Common  Law  is  more  clearly  recognised 
than  that  which  attaches  to  Parishes  the  liabilitj"  to  repair  afl 
Highways  within  their  respective  boundaries.'  They  also 
mention  a  case  in  which  *  it  was  said  bv  the  Court  of  Kins'fe 
Bench,  that  it  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  the  object  of  the 
Turnpike  Acts  is  to  relieve  Parishes  and  Townships  from  the 
burden  of  repairing  Highways ;  their  object  is  to  improve 
tlie  Roads  for  the  general  benefit  of  the  pubKc,  by  imposing  a 
pecuniary  tax  in  addition  to  the  means  already  provided  by 
Law  for  that  purpose.  And  where  a  Highway  has  been  fcort- 
verted  into  a  Turnpike  Road,  and  placed  under  the  manage- 
ment of  Trustees,  with  power  to  collect  Tolls  to  be  applied  to 
the  repairs, — if  the  way  be  out  of  repair,  ihe  Barish  {or  Towii-  l 
ship  as  the  case  may  be)  are  the  only  parties  who  are  liable  to  he  k' 
indictedy  and  must  seek  their  remeay  against  the  Trustees.' '  J^ 
Such  a  state  of  the  law  is  fhndamentally  opposed  to  whttt 
obtains  in  Scotland,  where,  apart  from  statutory  obligations, 
there  exists  no  common  law  liability  to  fix  the  maintenance  <k 
the  roads  on  any  party;  and  hence  it  arises  that  we  fii^d 
frequent  instances  w  roads  which  are  undeniably  public  high- 
ways, but  which  no  one  is  bonnd  to  repair.  Tney  -are  not 
Turnpike  Roads,  never  having  be^n  included  in  any  Tnmpikb 
Act,  neither  are  they  Statute  Labour  Roads,*  inasmuch  as,  to 
entitle  them  to  be  so  regarded,  they  must  have  been  specially 
assumed  as  such,  and  included  in  the  lists  of  Statute  Liibbtir 
Roads.    Even  under  the  statutes,  the  adoption  cff  toy  road  ds 
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a  Statute  Labour  Road,  rests  in  the  discretion  of  the  Trustees ; 
nor  does  there  appear  to  be  any  power  tQ  enforce  such  a  step 
by  a  court  of  law. 

Subsequently  to  1669;  various  statutes  were  passed,  modify- 
inland  defining  more  specifically  the  system  of  statute  labour, 
bat  no  material  alteration,  applicable  to  the  country  gener^ly, 
was  introduced  until  the  passing  of  the  General  Statute'Labour 
Act  in  1845  (8  and  9  Vict.,  cap.  41)^  although  for  almost 
ereiy  county  special  local  Acts  had  been  previously  obtained^ 
Kgulatiog  the  nfianagement  and  providing  for  the  maititenance 
of  Statute  Xtabour  Roads.  The  general  Act  of  1845  contains 
prorisions  which  are  directed  to  be  held  as  incorporated  in  all 
the  local  Acts. 

The  nature  of  these  local  or  county  Acts,  which  differ  very 
much  in  their  charactext  will  appear  n:om  thef  notes  of  evidence 
and  the  details  given  in  the  subsequent  part  of  this  Report. 
TJjjBy  r^ulate,  in  the  respective  counties  to  which  they  apply, 
tihe  ayst^m  of  statute  labour,  and  their  operation  is  not  con- 
fined to  rural  or  lapdward  districts  only,  but  extends  also  to 
streets  and  roads  in  towns.  Many  of  the  towns,  however, 
hav^  now  procured  special  Ipcal  Acts,  under  which  their  streets 
are  nsaintained ;  but,  unless,  where  thus  specially  provided  for, 
tke  repair  of  streets  and  roads  in  towns  may  legitimately  be 
^efcajred  from  the  statute  labQur  assessment,  in  payment  of 
which  the  inhabitants  are  liable^  although  generally  at  different 
nto.from  those  leviable  in  rural  districts. 

By  meaii^  of  these  various  county  Acts,  passed  at  different 
dat^  through  a  long,  series  of.  years,  the  system  of  personal 
senrice,  which  in  its  nature  was  oppressive,  and  fell  most 
heavily  pn  the  labouring  classes,  was  j^radually  superseded  by 
a  ^stem  of  *  commutfitiony  under  which  personal  service  was 
commuted  for  au  annqal  payment  in  money,  to  be  expended 
oa^heroad^.    ; 

The  Act  of.  1845  carried  out  this  principle  thor^  fully,  and 
wadp  itpemumve  in  all  ca^esjfor  the  general  body  oFTrustees 
in  any  coujoty  to  abolish  the  system  of  personal  services,  and 
th^  ppJi  t»x  levied  as  the  conv,er8ion  of  these  services.  At  the 
wae  time^  relief  from  payment  of  conversion  or  commutation 
nH>n^y  was  given  by  the. Act  to  owners  or  occupiers  of  premises 
ttuder.  £2  of  yearly  value,  ajad  authority  was  given  to  the 
Trustees,  to.  exempt  all  under  £5,  provision  being  made  for 
applying  the- loss  of  r^vienua  thus  occasioned  by  an  additional 
ttsen^eat'  on  thje  other  jrate-pay-ers.  Difficulties,  however, 
we  staled  to  Imvo  arisen  ia  interpreting  the  Act,  which 
hare  prevented,  it,  ft'om  being  put.  into  operation  in  some 
<!93es,.anyd9  a*  ahready  mentioned,  tlie  roads  in  the  counties 
^tf  Bnt^.and  Zetland  are  stiU  maintained  by  a  system  of 
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n.  TuRNTiKE  Roads. 

From  the  rapid  improvement  and  general  propness  of  the 
country,  >fhich  commenced  from  the  middleof  tile  m»t  century, 
the  system  of  marntaining  the  roads  wholly  by  stattite  labour 
wa^  soon  found  to  be  inapplicable  to  the  alteiied  circumstances 
of  the  kingdom.  The  formation  of  new  lines  of  road,  c6ti*- 
structed  01^  improved  principles,  and  on  a  scale  not  hitherto 
attempted,  was  found  to  be  indispensable;  and  it  becanoe 
necessary  to  obtain  authority  from  Parliament  for  borrowing 
the  large  sums  required  for  tneir  construction,  from  such  parties 
as  mignt  be  willing  to  make  these  advances  on  the  security  of 
the  rates  of  toll,  which  were  now,  for  the  first  time,  authorised 
to  be  levied  from  travellers  and  others  who  used  the  roads.  In 
a  few  instances  aid  was  obtained  from  Government,  but  in 
general,  these  advances  were  made  by  the  neighbouring  landed 
proprietors,  who  were  materially  interested  in  promoting  a 
system  of  improved  coramttnication  through  the  districts  in 
which  their  estates  were  situated ;  and,  whilst  in  some  cases, 
such  loans  were  made  in  the  expectation  that  the  investment 
would  prove  a  safe,  if  not  a  profitable,  one,  in  others,  they  werfe 
enterea  into  either  from  motives  of  public  spirit,  or  solely  from 
the  anticipated  benefit  which  might  prospectively  accrue  to 
the  lenders,  in  an  indirect  form,  from  the  enhanced  value  of 
their  estates.  The  same  motives  indu<^ed  many  who  did  ndt 
actually  advance  ftmds,  to  become  personally  bound  as  addi- 
tional and  collateral  securities  for  repayment  of  the  money 
borrowed,  and,  in  process  of  time,  these  parties  have,  in  very 
many  cases,  been  called  upon  to  pay  up  and  take  upon  them- 
selves the  debts  for  which  they  were  so  bound.    > 

The  Act  1669,  cap.  16,  gave  power,  as  already  noticed,  for 
the  levying  of  customs  at  bridges,  causeways,  or  ferries ;  and 
an  Act  of  the  Scottish  Parliament,  80tlv  June  1703,  gave 

Eower  to  take  tolls  on  the  bridge  at  Olydsholm,  near  Lanark, 
nt  the  earliest  Scotch  Turnpike  Soad  Act  appears  to  have 
been  passed  in  1713  (12th  Anne),  and  is  etttStuled  *  An  A^t 
^  for  upholding  and  repairing  the  Bridges  and  Highways  in  the 
^  county  of  Edinburgh.'   It  proceeds  on  the  following  narrative : 
;  ^Whereas  the  Supreme  Courts  of  Judicat«ire,  and  the  chief 

*  Officers    for    collecting    and    managing    Her    Majesty's 

*  Revenues  for  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scdtiand,  do 
^  sit   and  meet  at  tne  City  of  Edinburgh,  which  occasions 

*  so  great  a  number  of  passengers,  and  many  loads  hum! 

*  carriages  do  pass  daily  to  and  from  the  said  City,  that  the 

*  Bridges  and  Highways  in  the  County  of  Edinburgh,  leadfng 

*  to  the  said  City,  would  become  impassable  by  all  persons, 
^  horses,  and  other  cattle,  if  not  annaaUy  repairecU    And 


whereas  the  ordinary  coarse  appointed  by  the  Laws  and\ 
Statutes  of  that  part  of  CUeat  Britain  caUiBd  Scotland,  being 
not  sufficient  for  the  effectual  repairing  and  amending  the     \ 
«id  fiiid|ces  and  Highwajys,  th^  jJwh  of  the  Privy  CooDcil  of        \ 
Scptiand  did,  before  the  union  ffi  the  two  kinj^dooa^;  from  time  ^v 

to,  dme^  ifBf)a8e  and  coatiuue  ^  duty  to  be  paid  for  all  Horses  \ 

With  Load%  and  all  Cart3i  Sledges,  and  vYasgous  passing  \ 

iiuoogh  the  smd  County  to  th^  ssid  City  i  anddirepted  that  \ 

the  money  to  be  collected  aliould  be  applied  for  the  repairing, 
amendini;,  and  keeping  in  repair,  the  Bridget  and  Highways 
ia  the  said  County :  4nd  "whereas  the  aaid  duty  so  imposed, 
doth  eeiiSQ  oa  the  2nd  dav  of  August  1714;  but  the  said 
.Bridges  and  Highways  will  not  be  effectually  repaired  at  the 
expiration  of  the  said  term.;  and  it  being  impracticable  for  the 
i^nabitants  of  the  Parishes  in  which  the  said  Bridges  and 
Highways  lie,  to  amend  or  repair  the  same,  except  the  same 
<or  some  sHch.  other  provision  be  made  for  raising  money  for 
.'pnttiii^  the  said  Bridges  and  Highways  into  good  and  su£S,- 
taient  x«pair»'     It  then  goes  on  to  enact,  ^For  remedy 
wluweo^and  to  tlie  intent  the  said  Bridges  and  Highways 
-msiy  be  effeotiiaUy*  iepaii?ed.  and  amcmded^  and  from  time 
to  time  hereafter  kept  in  good  and  suiBcient  rept^r;  it  is 
dierefi>re  enacted,  that  (fov  the  surveying,  ordering  repair* 
ing  .aad  keeping  in  repair  the  said  Brieves  and  Highways 
in  the  said  Ck>unty  of  Edinburgh)}  it  shall  and  may  be  lawftil 
to  and  fi>if  Her  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace,  for  the  time 
bm^  in  the  said  County  of  Edinbiurgh  (who  are  hereby 
nemmated  and  appointed  Trustees  for  putting  this  Act  in 
esbeculion))  or  any  ten  or:inora  of  them,  met  at  one  of  their 
Quarter  Ses«oii%  to  erecjl;».or  cause  to  be  erected,  a.  gate  or 
gates,  turnpike  or  •  turnpikes^  in  or  cross  any  part  or  pttrts 
of  the  said  Highivayfl  or  Beads,,  and  to  receive  and  take  for 
eveiy  Hixnse  with  a  Load,  passin|[  .each  and  every  time 
thipugh  the  said  County  to  the  said  City,  the  sum  of  one- 
ikth  paft  of  a  penny  sterling ;  and  for  every  Cart,  Waggon, 
4W  61ed^  passings  laden  or  unladen,  each  and  every  time 
through  the  said  County  to  the  said  City,  the  sum  of  one 
halfpenny  sterliag;  which  momey  so.  to  be  raised  and  col- 
ladled  aft  a&rosaid^  is  and  shall  hereby  be  vested  in  the  said 
Tfusiees ;  and  the  sume  and  every  part  thereof  shall  be  paid, 
^pUed^  and  idisposed  of,  and  assigned  to  and  for  the  several 
usea  and  purposes  herein  afore  mentioned  (the  reaapnaUe. 
ohacges  expended,  or  that  phall  be  paid  in  or  abouj;,  or  by , 
nasen  of  passing  this  Act  of  Parliament,.. being  first  de-- 
ducted).'       ) 

Afier  providing  that,  on  refusal  of  paymentf  tolls  may  be 
levied  by  distress  and  sale,  the  Act  continues,  ^  Provided 
^  alirays^  that.:  notiwg  in  this  Act  contained  shall  extend>  or 
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Ved  to  extend,  to  charge  any  person  or  persons 
>ii^  the  said  Govnty,  or  gpjng  in   a  Coaeb, 
Vhaise/ 

>Df  tolls  to  take  place  from  and  after  3rd  Angust 

\ntinue  for  50  years;   and  the  Trustees  are 

^^^p  the  tolls  for  any  term  not  exceeding  three 

^«^«tfd  they  are  fsurthef  required  to  take  particular  care 

,^.'^pairing,  amending,  and  upliolding  the  Post  fioad  leading 
^  from  the  said  City  of  li^inburgh  towards  the  Town,  of  Had* 
^  dington,  within  the  said  County  of  Edinburgh/ 

This  Act  was  ailerwards  continued  (in  1750)  bj  the  .24 
George  II.  cap.  35 ;  and.  other  similar  Acts  began  to  be  paflaed 
about  this  time.  It  was  chiefly,  however,  during  the  last  dO 
years  of  the  century,  from  1770  to  1800^  that  the  turnpike 
system  may  be  said  to  have  come  fully  into  operation.  During 
this  perioc^  Acts  were  passed  in  rapid  succession  for  all.  the 
principal  roads  and  brid^  in  the  kingdom.  Sxi  general  thede 
Acts  are  applicable,  not  to  the  whole  roads  in  a  couaty,  but 
only  to  particular  lines  of  road,  ojRten  of  very  limited  extent/ 
and  sometimes  even  to  separatie  portions  of  the  same  line  of 
road  situated  in  adjoining  districts*  The  evil  of  tliis  mtiltiplioity 
of  separate  Acts  was  further  aggravated  by  their  endurance 
being  limited  to  a  period  extendii^  generally  from  20  to -31 
years,  which  necessarily  gave  rise  to  constant  renewals,  and 
increased  the  amount  and  expense  of  road  legislatk)n  to  a  ^•ast 
e:«:tent.  Between  1750  and  1844^  upwards  of  850  Koad  and 
Bridge  Acts  appear  to  have  been  passed ;  and,  since  the  latter 
date,  the  same  system  of  special  renewals  has  been  in  opersr^ 
tion,  except  in  oases  where  Trustees  have  allowed  tliedrt  powers 
to  rest  upon  the  Sessional  Turnpike  Coniinuanoe  Acta  passed 
by  Parliament. 

Without  entering  farther  into  the  ^neneral  character  of 
Scotch  Tum[)ike  Acts^  it  may  be  proper  t^-  point  out  <»» 
feature  in  which  they  differ  materially  from  similar  Ajcts  in 
England,  Under  the  English  Acts,  the.  toll  revenues  are 
applicable  primarily  rto  payi)ient  of  interest  on  the  debt  aifeet- 
ing  the  roads,  there  being  other  sources  from  whicdi  funds  may 
be  legally  derived  for  upiM)ldiog  the  roads  ;•  whemas  in  Soot- 
land,  where  such  other  sources  do  not  exists  with  scarcdiy  a 
single  exception,  the  repair  of  the  road  forms  the  first  and 
preferable  burden  under  the  Trust,  the  payment  of  interest  ^u 
the  debt  being  contingent  on  the  surplus  available  for  that 
purpose  after  the  maintenance  of  the  roads  has  been  provided 
for.  This  important  distinction  appears  evidently  to  arise  firom 
the  difference  already  pointed  out  between  the  obligations 
existing  at  common  law  m  the  two  countries. 
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HL  fioADB  NXJiTBEB  TDimmK:^  KOR  Statotb  Labour. 

(L)  TTnder  Aid  bead  may  be  first  noticed  a  class  of  roads 
nmrlj  dlied*  to  Uun-pikes,  inasmuch  as  they  are  to  a  certain 
extent  sopported  hj  tolls,  vis.,  the  Militan/  and  Parliamentary 
Awb.  These  roadd  are  situated  in  ten  different  counties,  and 
are  ahnost  entirety  in  the  Highlands;  Ae  MiUtaty  Moade 
liaTft^' been '  4)rigi&ally  fi)rnied  by  GovemmeAfc  after  the  re- 
bellion of  1745-46,  when*  General  Wade  was  employed  in 
eetabltehin^  military  communication  throughout  the  disturbed 
diilriets*  These  roadd  are  still  maintained  to  an  extent  of 
above  250  miles.  The  ParUamentary  Roads  were  constructed 
under  the  Act  48  George  III.  cap.  80  (1803),  one-half  the 
Goet  kieihg  provided  by  Parliament,  and  the  remainder  defrayed 
by  the-dietricto  or  counties  interested.  Their  extent  is  about 
WO  mBes.-  A  sticcession  of  subsequent  Acts  provided  for  the 
oHubteitatice  and  repair  of  the  ro^d^  thus  mad^,  as  well 
Uilitiiry  as  Pariiamentory,  three^fourths  of  the  annual  amount 
it^aiiw  for  each  county  being  provided  by  the  counties  them- 
sdves^  ahd  the  remaining  one-fourth  being  defrayed  out  of  an 
aimaai  grant  of  L.50GO  made  by  Parliament.  Power  was 
afterwiu^  given  to  the  comities  include^  under  the  above 
Acts,  to  levy  toHs  on  the  roads  in  aid  of  their  assessments 
(*  Geof^e  IV.  cap.  66);  and  where  this  power  has  been 
etevcised,  the  roads  are  now  maintained  from  three  distinct 
aomtes^  viz.,  the  parliamentary  grant,  the  tolls  levied  on  the 
ntds,  and  the  assessment  on  the  counties.  Faiths  particu- 
Itft  in  relation  to  these  roads  will  be  feund  in  a  subsequent 
part  of  this  tepott.     {See  Inverness  postea.) 

(2.)  The  next  class  of  roads  to  be  noticed  under  this  head, 
ale  th(>8e  whic^  are  maintained  exclusively  by  assessment 
u»^'  gpeeiat  Statutes,  but  the  management  of  i^hich'  is 
entirely^  und*r  local  control.  It  is  unnecessarv  to  dwell  further ' 
upon  these  at  present,  as  they  will  be  more  fully  explained  in 
relation  to  the  counties  Of  Argyll  and  Orkney,  where  tlie 
s^Tttem-is  in  operation. 

(3»)  The  third  and  only  remaining  class  of  roads  are  those 
wnsAj  adverted  fo,  which,  although  in  all  respects  public 
roads,  have  no  claim  to  be  maintainSt  out  of  any  public  fund, 
aad  which'  no  party  is  bound  to  r^pdir.  But  this  class  of 
f^M^  it  is  unBecessary  to  do  more  than  notice  incidentally. 


BRtlX>«  MONIEY. 

By  the  Act  of  1669,  already  referred  to,  as  having  instituted 
Ae  system  of  personal  service  or  statute  labour  for  mainten- 
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ance  of  roads,  the  Justice^  were  directed  to  tax  or  ^  stent  the 
'  Heritors  of  the  Shire,  comprehending  the  Heritors  of  the 
^  Burgh  Lands,  not  exceeding  10s.  Scots  npon  each  L.lOO  of 
*  valued  rent.'  This  enactment  has  in  tnost  of  the  counties 
served  as  the  basis  for  a  separate  assessment,  exdusively  de- 
voted to  bridges  on  statute  labour  roads,  the  rate  of  assess- 
ment being  generally  imereased  voder  tba  aevextil  local  Acts 
applicable  to  the'  dimrent  counties.  Bridge  money  is  levied 
wholly  <m  proprietors  according  to  the  4)la  Soots  vahiataoii, 
and  differs  from  the  statute  labour  assessment  in  being  leviable 
at  a  uniform  rkte  over  a  whole  county,  Instead  of  varying  in 
the  different  districts  or  parishes.  The  ftmd,  where  it  is  levied, 
is  kept  entirely  separate  fh>ra  the  road  money,  both  in  collec- 
tion and  management.  It  is  usually  collected  along  with  the 
other  county  rates,  and  in  general  the  allooalion  of  the  whole 
or  part  of  it  is  ]*egtilated  by  the  general  meetings  of  the 
counties:  but  the  amount  is  seldom  large,' and  the  ofnect  to 
which  it  is  applicable  is  so  intimately  connected  witli  the 
general  maintenance  of  the  roads,  that  in  many  counties  the 
separate  levy  has  fallen  into  desuetude  and  is  generally  oqh^ 
sioered  as  tmnecessary* 

We  now  proceed  to  giv9  a  statement  or  Abstract,  applicable 
to  the  different  roads  in  each  county,  embracing  the  length  of 
the  several  roads,  the  mode  of  their  management,  the  Acts 
under  which  the  Trusts  are  constituted,  their  revenne  and 
expenditure,  the  amount  of  the  debt  affecting  them,  and  otfher 
particulars,  gathered  from  the  evidence  we  have  taken  as  to 
each  separate  county.  In  order  to  facilitate  reference,  the 
counties  have  been  arranged  in  alphabetical  order. 


^^^^^y  l—COUNTY  OF  ABERDEEN. 

Aberdeen  *^^^  jmblic  roads  in  the  county  of  Aberdeen  consist  of  Turnpike  Roads^ 
extending  to  430  mfles  ;  Parliamentary  Roads,  -under  the  CommiBsitynef^ 
for  Highland  Roads  and  Bridges,  extending  to  16  ttiiles;  and  Slatut^ 
Labour  Roads,  extending  to  1836  miles— m^ing  the  totid  length  of  roads 
in  the  county  2288  miles. 

TuaNFiKE  Roads  and  Ban>OEs. 

The  Turnpike  Roods  are  all  comprised  under  the  same  Act,  which  is 
dated  in  1842,  with  the  exception  of  two  roads  whidi  hare  dnce  been 
formed — thelnterur^  to  Forgtie  and  the  Strichen  to  Fraserburgh  roads ; 
and  another,  which  is  not  Yet  completed^  the  BsHater  turnpike. 

There  is  one  general  body  of  Trustees  ferthe  wbol^couhty ;  bat  special 
committees  are  appointed  ior  tlw  Bianai^emtfat  of  the  aeveral  roads,  and 
without  such  appointment  no  Trustee  can  act  cxxsept  at  general  meetings. 

There  are  thus  34  separate  Trusts  in  the  county,  with  a  staJBT  of  officials, 
and  a  separate  set  of  accounts  for  each ;  and  the  toll-duties  are  collected 
by  means  iofttpwaids  of  85  toll-bars. 


County 
•  1.  The  Bridge  0/ Dee  Turnpike  of 

13  in  length  1  mile  4  furlongs. 

There  is  now  no  toll  upon  it,  and  it  is  upheld  hj  three  other  Trusts — 
file  Skeae  Trust,  contributing  L.IO  per  annum ;  the  Deeside  Trust,  L.20 ; 
and  the  InTeruTj  Trust  wfaaterer  balance  may  be  required. 

1856-67.  1867-58. 

Hfl&teos&ee  and  sttfrey^r's  salary,         1^5114    2       L.71    6  10 
The  inrreyor  h*i  L.l,  10i.»  and  the  eierk  L.5,  5b. 

The  debt  has  been  paid  off|  and  the  toll  waa  removed  in  texsna  of  the 

2.  The  Inverurtf  Turnpike 

extends  to  15^^  milesj  with  three  tolls. 

1856-67.  1867-68. 

Bevenue,  ....       L.7I8     1    4  L.642    0    0 

Ihiiitenanoe  and  surveyor's  salary,         419  13    9  407  16    5 
Ooiti|H)fiidonA»  to  other  Trusts,  viz.  !**^ 

To  Old  Meiarnm  Trust,           .            95:    0    0  95    0    0 

„  S^dge  of  Pee,         .            .            40    0    0  60    0    0 

„  Oardeoamill,             .            .            60    0    0  60    0    0 
The  surveyor  has  Ii.46,  and  the  clerk  L.25. 

The  iebi  has  been  paid  o^T,  and  there  is  L.SSOO  in  hand,  invested  in  a 
Oiett  ^etth  of  Scc^and  Railiray  debenttiro. 

The  nilway  baa  materially  affected  the  revenue^  vUch  has  fallen  horn 
L.1002  in  1854  to  L.642  in  1858. 

gl. '  The  09d  MtWurh  Turnpike. 

Lesigtli,  14  miles  1  Airlong  14  yards,  wi(h  ttro  toU-bars. 

1866-57.  1867-68. 

fieveniK  (inehidiDg  composition  from 

Davtrory  Road),  Ii.360    4    0       L.3B3    0    0 

Maintenance  and  surveyor's  salarjf         168    0    7  132    2    4 

The  surveyor  has  L.20,  and  the  clerk  L.10. 

'  he  deht  at  Whjtaundaj  18p8  consisted  of—    ' 
Original  subscriptions,  .  .  .      L.8,039    0    0 

Accumulations  of  interest  and  compound  interest,  11,066    1    7 

L.19,104    1    7 

Xo  inteii9«t  bas  been  paid  on  the  vnbscription  debt  for  15  Tears,  and 
the  last  payment  waa  a  very  small  dividend.  At  the  renewal  or  the  Act? 
ia  1821  aad  1843,  the  interest  then  due  was  added  to  the  principal  debt. 

4.  The  Fyvie  Turnpike         , 
is  a  continuation  of  the  Old  Meldrum  Road.    Length,  7  miles  6  furlongs 

781  yard^  with  one  toU. 

.     .  1856-^7.  1367*58. 

Kevenne  (indjadisg  eompoAitipu  from 

Turriff  JRoad),  :..  ...      L.322    |6    4        L,163  17    7 

MaintenaiKll  fwd  surveyor's  salary^         1231111  114    2    6 

Tiui.inurveyor  has  11.5,  and  the  clerk  L«5,  6s. 

13ie  debt  at  wiutaunday  166&  conaiateil  of^ 
Original  oiriKeBiptaon,  on  security  of  tiie  tolls,      L.1,706    0    0 
^fieomidated  interest,  .  •  4,203    8    7 

L.5,9Q9    6    7 


CDuntj  In  1842,  priocipal  and  interest  were  accumulated  to  the  amount  q{ 

.,  ^l  L.4329,  lis.  5d.,  and  interest  at  2  per  cent,  was  paid  on  this  sum  in  1856-57 

Aberdew.     and  1857-68.  . 

5*  The  Ellon^  Pet^rhead^  and  Fraserhttrgh  Turnpike, 

extends  to  52^  miles,  with  nine  tolls. 

1866-57.  1887-58. 

Revenue^  .  .      L.13,407  16    0        L.2,d70  12    6 

Maintenance  and  sttzrejor^fl  salary^   1^343^    9    1  1,345    4    7 

The  surveyor  has  L.56,  and  the  clerk  L.4d. 

The  debt  at  Whitsunday  1868  consisted  of— 

Original  subscriptions,  .  .  .      L.  11,934    8    6 

Accumulated  interest,  unpaid,  .  .  64^281     4    9 

L:76,216  13    3 


In  1842,  principal  and  interest  were  accumulated,   and  amounted 

together  to  .     *       .  .  .  .       L.43.726  17  10 

Interest  since  accrued,  to  Whitsunday  1858,    .  32,356  18    6 

Do.  declared  payable,  but  not  called  for,  .  131  16  11 

L.76,215  13    3 

For  two  years  past,  interest  at  2  per  cent,  has  been  paid  on  the  debt  as 
accumulated  in  1842* 

The  contemplated  Formartine  and  Bucban  Railway,  will  be  likely  mate- 
rially to  injure  the  revenue, 

e.  The  Skene  Turnpike, 
Length,  17(  miles,  with  three  tolls. 

1856-57.  1857-58. 

Revenue,   •  .  .  .      L.862  12    0        L,861  14    0 

Maintenance  and  9urveyor*s  salary,         352    7  10  ,  429  10    0 

The  surveyor  has  L.23,  and  the  clerk  L.15. 
The  debt  at  Whitsunday  1858  consisted  of— 
Original  subscriptions,  .  .  .      L.4,702    6  10 

Accumulated  interest,  .  .  .  139  14    4 


L.4,842     1     2 


Interest  at  5  per  cent,  has  been  paid  on  the  debt,  and  a  part  of  the 
principal  paid  off;  but,  in  consequence  of  the  opening  of  the  Alford  Rail- 
way, the  revenue  haa  now  fallen  off  considerably,  and  the  road  is  not,I#ely 
to  yield  interest  at  5  per  cent,  in  future* 

7.  The  Deeside  Tumpihe 

extends  to  13}  miles,  with  three  tolls. 

1866-57.  1857-68. 

Revenue,  ....      L.464    0    0        L.425    0    0 
Maintenance  and  surveyor's  salary,  95  19    2  119    8    4 

The  surveyor  has  L.15,  and  the  clerk  L.15. 

The  debt  at  Whitsunday  1858  consisted  of— 
Original  subscriptions,  .  .  .      L.2,605    0    0 

Accumulated  interest,  .  .  .  1,130  16    3 

L.3v735  16    3 


The  gross  rerenue  has  dimkiithed  nearly  one  half  in  consequence  of  (the 
opening  of  the  Deeside  Railway ;  but  interest  at  5  per  cent,  has  beea  P^^ 
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on  ^  i&&  as  accumiiliit^  in  1 842,  atid  a  portion  of  the  prineipal  has  also      County 
beenwidoff.  ..  *>^ 

8.  The  Charleston  Turvpike.  Aberdeen. 

Lengili,  16  miles  6  furlongs  120  jards,  mih  three  tolls. 

1856-67.  1867-68. 

fiefenne^  ....      L.663    8    0        L.788    0    0 
MtrntenoBce  and  surveyor's  aalaij,         290  11    2  319    8    8 

The  surveyor  has. L.  12,  and  the  dierk  L.IO. 
The  revenue  has  beJBRi  ineiteaaed  by  the  opening  of  the  Deeside  Bailway 
to  Banchory,  but  is  likely  to  b^  materially  dimiiushed  ivhen  the  line  is 
extended  to  Ab^ne^ 
T\m  debt  at  Whitsunday  1868  consisted  of-^ 
Original  subscriptions,  ....  .      L.2,196    0     0 

Accumulated  interest,  at  6  per  cent.,  13,666    7    0 

L.l  6,760    7    0 


la  1842»  principal  and  interest  were  accumulated  to  the  amount  of 
L^354,  5s.  Od. ;  and  upon  this  sUm  interest  has  been  paid  at  6  per  cent, 
in  1857-58,  and  at  6}  per  cent,  in  186^59. 

9.  The  Longside  Turnpike, 

Length,  12  miles,  with  three  tolls. 

1866-67.  1867-58. 

Revenue,  ....      L.637    7    0        L.668    0    6 
Ifadtitenance,  indudlng  surveyor's 
salary,  .  •  328    6    6  376  18    4 

The  surveyor  has  L.lOy  and  ^be  clerk  L.IO. 
The  debt  at  Whitsunday  1868  consisted  of — 
Original  subscriptions,  .  '  .  .      L.2,913  10    0 

Balance  of  money  borrowed  on  personal  security 

of  some  of  the  Trustees,      .  .  .  700    0    0 

Accumolated  interest,  at  6  per  cent.,  .        16^391    2    8 


L.19t,004  12    8 


Nq  interest  has  been  paid  on  the  original  subscription  debt,  anv  surplus 
having  been  applied  in  payment  of  interest  and  capital  of  the  oorrowed 
money. 

— 10.  The  Udny  Turnpike. 

Longtfay  11  miks  6  fo'Ioogs  Sir  ymds,  with,  two  tolb. 

1856-67.  1857-68. 

ibevmine,   .  .  .  L.226    8    0        L.226  13    0 

Maintenance  and  surveyor's  salary,         128  10    3  11119    2 

The  surv^.op;  has  L^Uy  a^d  t1ie  derk  L.IO. 
The  debt  at  Whitsunday  1868  consisted  of— 
Original  subscriptions,  .  .  .      L.2,686    0    0 

Accniiiul«|ted  interest  (5  per  cent.),    .  •  3,689    6    0 

-  L.6,174    6    0 


In  1842,  the  principal  debt  and  interest  were  accunnilated  to.the  aq)<^unt 
of  L.4,167»  i^.«04f  and  on  this  sum  interest  at  2  per  cent,  has  been  paid 
for  the  two  jaot  jreanu 

11.  The  Newburgh  Turnpike 

extendt  to  11  miles  1  furlong  209  yards,  with  two  tolls. 

-"*  1866-67.  1867-58. 

llev«n^,  .        '  .  •  .      L.127    0    0         L.84    0   0 

VatDt^Batic^  attd  Mm^i^'e  sainry,        101    d  10^  80    1  10 


County  The  sturreyor  had  L.IO,  and  Ifae  derk  L.5,  58. 

Aberdewi.        The  debt  at  Whitstmday  1868  consisted  of— • 

Original  subscriptions,  .  .  .      L.I,90T  13  0 

Balance  of  preferable  debt,     .  .  .  672  10  0 

Accumulated  interest,  at  5  per  cent.,  .  D,491  15  0 

L.11,071  18  0 


Tlie  revenue  has  been  decreasing.  For  three  or  four  years  no  interest 
has  been  paid  even  on  the  preferable  debt,  and  last  year  the  reveoae  was 
insufficient  to  keep  the  road  in  repair.  It  is  represented  as  in  a  terj 
unsatisfactory  state,  and  likely  to  get  worse. 

12.  The  Skmiagt^em  Tumpiie. 

Length,  11  miles  4  furlongs  83  yards,  with  two  tolls. 

1856>57.  I8l»7*6a 

Revenue,  ....      L.136    0    0        L.112    0   0 
Maintenance  and  surveyoi's  salary,  77158  60    71 

The  surveyor  has  L.5,  and  the  clerk  L.5,  58, 

The  ilebt  at  Whitsunday  1858  consisted  of-^ 

Ori^nal  subscriptions,            •            .  .  L.2v485  0  0 

Preferable  do.,  still  due,         .            .  .  755  5  11 

Accumulated  interest,  at  5  per  cent.,  .  3,704  7  1 

L.6,804  IS    e 


Interest  is  regtdarly  ]iaid  on  the  {nreferable  debt,  and  no  material  dimi- 
nution of  revenue  is  anticipated. 

13.  The  /Zoemotr  and  Lumphanan  Tumpihe. 

Length,  17  miles  1  furlong  22  yards,  with  three  tolls. 

1856*57.  1857-58. 

Revenue,  .  .  .  .      L.177    0    0        L.177    0    0 

Maintenance  and  surveyor's  salary,  70  14    9  72    4    6 

The  surveyor  has  L.5,  and  the  derk  L.8, 8«. 

The  debt  at  Whitsunday  1858  consisted  of-* 

Original  subscriptions,            .            .  .  L.1,847  0  5 

Preferable  do.,  still  due,        .            .  .  2,983  9  1 

Accumulated  interest,  at  5  per  cent.,  .  '      6,829  5  5 

L.  11,653  14    9 


On  the  preferable  debt  interest  was  paid  at  8  per  cent,  in  1856-57,  a&<j 
At  4  per  cent  in  1857-58.  No  interest  has  ever  been  paid  on  the  origioftl 
subscription  debt. 

The  extension  of  the  Deeside  Railway  to  Aboyne  is  expected  to  affect 
this  road  ii\jurioualy. 

14.  The  Alford  TMfipOe 

extends  to  84  miles,  wifth  two  tdls.  It  is  a  cotttimtation  of  the  Skeoe 
turnpike,  and  Is  a  diffetent  road  from  one  of  the  same  name  UDder  the 
charge  of  the  Commissioners  for  Highland  Roads  and  Bridges,  which  it 
joins  at  Ardgethen. 

1850-57.  1857-68. 

Revenue,  ....      L.287    6    4       L.2S7   0   0 
Maintenance  and  surveyor's  salary,         102  17    9  120    8    6 

The  surveyor  has  L.I29  "''d  ^^^  ^kxk  L.10»  lOs. 


f 


Tbe  debt  at  WiufBoMiiy  }B5a  ooimttd  cl-^  Coutty 

idnnees  made  by  proprieio|;8  intereflted  in  tbe  . .  ^ 

n»d*         ..  .  .  .  .      Ii.2,000    0    0  Abertetn. 

Inierait  accumnlated  tbereon  at  6  per  cent., 
less  L.100  paid  in  185^^7  and  1^150  in 
18o7-W,    ......  2,201  13    8 

..  L.4,201  18    8 


Tbe  toUa  are  let  this  year  for  L.145^  In  consequence  of  tbe  opening  of 
ih$  Alfbrd  Bail««^»  which  vill  materially  affect  the  revenue. 

15.  Tlie  Doruide  Turnpike 

extends  to  19  miles  7  Airlongs  117  yards,  with  four  tolls. 

1866-87.  1857-68.  * 

Bevenae^  .  .  .      L.250    0    0        L.267    0    0 

Maintenance  anl  surveyor's  salary,         156  12    5  191    8  10 

The  tunreyor  bas  L.20,  and  the  d«d^  L^  8B» 

The  debt  at  Whitsunday  1858  consisted  of--- 
Original  subscriptions,  •  .       L.5,457  10    0 

Aeeomalated  intcoresty  at  5  per  cent,  13^62  15    2 


Mt-i- 


L.18,dl0    5     2 

la  1842,  the  principal  and  interest  were  accumulated,  and  amounted  to 
L.ie;«r,-n».  -H:- 

Koiiatenst  has  ever  hieen  paid;  bnt  L«531  has  aoeqamlated  in  hank 
nace  1853,  when  a  preferable  debt  was  paid  ofiL 

The  revenue  is  rather  expected  to  increase. 

Id.  Tk^  Cwgarff  Twmpik^, 

Length,  Gnules  1  furlong  84  yards,  with  one  toU. 

1856-67.  1857-68. 

Revenue,  .'        .  .        LSO    0    0         L.80    0    0 

ilsintenance,        .  .  21    0    0  2  15    0 

This  road  was  sonstmdted  at  the  expense  of  the  late  Sir  C.  Forbes,  and 
his  estate  overseer  takes  charge  of  it. 

The  debt  at  Whitsunday  1858  consisted  of—* 
^liginal  suhocriptions  or  cost  of  road,  «       L.  2,098    5    1 

AceomttUted  interest,  at  6  per  cent.,  •  8,794    9    8 

.         .'7    .  .  L.5,892  14     9 

In  1842,  the  accumulated  principal  and  interest  amounted  to  L.3,290, 
8k  Id.  Ko  interest  has  ever  been  paid ;  but  there  was  in  bank,  at  Whit- 
nnday  1858,  L.59,  accumulated  during  the  last  ten  years. 

17.  flEh  AtlMMijIMMrlWf^pii*. 

LclSgfb,  18  mfies  t  fM^ongs  97  yards,  with  three  tolls ;  a  proporticm  of 
the  rent  of  one  of  tbem  heing  contributed  to  the  Tariand  Tkast 

1856-57.  1857-68. 

Kereue,  ...  .       L.229    00       L.  202    0    0 

Maintenance  and  suveyar^s  salary,  144  17  11  138    9    8 

Thesurveyor  has  L.iQ9  and  the  derk  L.IO. 
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Comity  The  debt  at  Whitsunday- 1868  eonnstedar-- 

AK*2l  Original  subscriptions,  .  .       L.2^00    0    0 

Aberdeen.  Accumulated  interest,  at  5  per  cent.,  .         18,6«2  13    0 

L.16,382  13    0 

A  sum  was  paid  to  account  of  principal  and  interest  a  few  jearssgOy 
and  the  sum  in  bank  is  L.220. 

18.  Ths  Tarland  Tt»rnpihe. 

Length,  1 1  miles  202  yards,  with  one  toll ;  and  a  proportion  of  the  rent 
of  another  bar  received  from  the  Edit  and  Midmar  Trust. 

1866-67.  1867-68. 

Reyenue,  .  L.26    0    0         L.26    0   0 

Maintenance  and  surveyor's  salary,  12    6    9  40    0    6 

«  The  surveyor  has  L.6,  and  the  clerk  and  treasurer  L.6. 

The  debt  at  Whitsunday  1868  consisted  of — 
Original  subscriptions,  .  .  .      L.1,881    0    0 

Accumulations  of  interest,      .  .  •  6,298    1    ^ 

L.7,179    1  J 
No  interest  has  been  paid ;  but  there  was  io  bank  at  the  above  date, 

L.115.  rii      ff 

The  revenue  is  sufficient  for  maintaining  the  road,  but  it  has  faUen  on 
very  much  in  amount  since  the  opening. 

19.  The  Bwchan  Turnpike. 

length,  13  miles,  with  three  tolls  and  one  chock.  About  8  miles  of  tbis 
road  are  in  the  county  of  Banff,  and  the  remaining  5  miles  m  ta6 
county  of  Aberdeen.  ^ 

•  1866-67.  1867-68. 

Revenue  •  .        L.274  16    6        L.273  18    « 

Deduct  one-half  of  Cowbog  ToU^  pud 
to  Pitsligo  Road,         .  .  26    2    9  24    0    4 

L.248  13  9        L.240  18   ^ 

Maintenance  and  surveyor's  salary,        246    6  1  237    ^   ^ 

The  surveyor  has  L.13,  and  the  derk  L.8,  8s. 

The  debt  at  Whitsunday  1868  consisted  of— 

Original  subscriptions,  .  .  .      L.3,037    6    1 

Accumulated  interest,  at  6  per  cent,  .  6,787  ^^  ^^ 

Over-draft  on  bank  account^  •  .  12  19    9 

L.8338    0_g 
No  interest  has  been  paid  for  the  last  ten  years. 

20.  The  Turriff  Turnpike 

extends  to  20  miks  6  furlongs,  with  four  tolls  and  a  check.    Abou^ 
3  miles  4  furlongs  of  this  road  are  within  the  county  of  BanfTi  ^^ 
remainder,  17  miles  2  furlongs,  in  the  county  of  Aberdeen. 

1866-67.  1867-f8. 

R«v«nuek  .  •  .        L.875    0    0        L.991    5    " 

Deduct  one-thind  of  Fyvie  Toll,  paid  . 

to  Fyvie  Trust,  *  ...  26    8    4  18  18    ;' 

L.848  16    8        I/.972    6    ^ 
Maintenance  and  surveyor's  salary,         412    5    6  406  18 

The  surveyor  has  L.36,  and  the  clerk  L.16, 16s. 


Report.  xxy 

The  debt  at  Whitsunday  1858  cbosistdd  df-*-  CMnty 

OrigTxml  ftnbsbriptions,  L.6«959    0    0             av  ?f 

AWtmtdated  interest,  at  5  per  cent,  21,510    8    4            Aberdeen. 


L.28,469    8    4 


Far  the  last  five  rears,  a  dividendi  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent.,  has  been 
paid  on  the  original  subscriptions. 

Much  of  the  traffic  k  e^qpected  to  be  eacrfed  off  froin  this  road  by  the 
Scoff  liail  tray,  which  is  just  opened. 

21.  Tha  Interury  and  Forgue  Turnpike 

irunder  ispieUA  Act  passed  in  1837.    Its  length  is  22  miles  1  fnrl4>ng, 

ynih  fottr  tdls. 

1856-57.  1857-68, 

Rerenue,  .  .        L.382  14    a       L.243'    S    5 

^faintenance  and  surveyor's  salary,         141    0    5  132  15  10 

The  surveyor  has  L.lo,  and  the  derk  L.21. 

The  revenue  has  fallen  off  since  the  opening  of  the  Great  North  of 
Seothmd  and  Old  Moldrum  Railways;  and  a  further  &11  is  apprehended. 
The  d^  «i*  WhitsuBday  18<B  condsted  pf^ 

Original  subscriptions,.  .  L.4,625    0    0 

Drats  paid  tip  by  the  Trustees,  whb  were  per- 
sonally liable,  and  now  held  by  thetii  as 
preferable  credit<ynB,^  ...  5,000    0    0 

Additional  su^cripGtons,  or  **  defeircd  prefer- 
able stjbscriptions.**^  *'  .  7,478  15    3 

Acenmulations  of  mteiesl  ntapaid,  at  5  j^t  cent;,      9,523  18  10 

L.26,627  14     1 

saaassvaaaaaaaasasa 


Interest  at  4  per  cent,  has  been  r^pilarly  paid  on  the  L.5000,  till  1858, 
when  the  Tevenue  was  insitedent.  But  a  balance  was  then  in  bank, 
amoimtinff  to  L.34|.  lOf.  6d.. 

It  is  b^eved  that  no  inieresfr  has  ever  been  paid  on  the  original  sub- 
Kriptions,  or  on  ttxe  additional  sn1)script!dh  debt.  These  were  made 
slmost  exclusively  by  parties  iht^sied  in  the  district; 

The  revenue  id  expected  still  to  stlffice  for  milinteiHlnde,  ih  e^seqnence 
of  the  reduction  of  traffic. 

22.  The  Kintore  and  AlfMt  TumpHti. 

Lenglht^ll  miles  2  furlongs  117  yards,  with  two  tolls. 

1860-57.  1857-5a, 

Revenue,         .    .    ^^  ^ ,  .     ....._      L.2A1    8    0        L.318    6    0 

Maintenance  ana  surveyor's  salary^  62    2    6  105    4    1 

The  surveyor  has  L.5>  and  the  clerk  L.lt)^  10s. 

ThIJ  debt  at  Whitsunday  1058  bonfeisted  of— 
Original  subscriptions,  .  .  .      L.2,774    6    4 

Aoemnulated  interest,  at  5  per  cent.,  3,047  10    5 


I 


.lt.5ia21  16     9 

1     m'\   i    -r 


la  1^4^  pfindpal  a&cl  interest  were  accumulated  to  the  amount  of 
U41^,  ii^A.'i  aa3  v^n  tkis  smn  4  per  cedt.  interest  is  paid. 
A  giert  aecrease  of  revenue  is  explected. 


XXVI 


Sepoti* 


CountT 

at 

Aberdeen. 


1867-58. 
L.478  16    1 
259  19     4 


28.  The  Bmify  Tampike 

extends  to  22  miles,  irith  four  tolls. 

1866-57. 
Revenue,  .  .  L.816  11    6 

Maintenance  and  survejor's  salary,         409  17  11 

The  suryejor  has  L.26,  and  the  clerk  L.21. 

The  diminution  of  revenue  is  owing  to  the  opening  of  the  Great  North 
of  Scotland  Bailwaj. 

By  an  arrangement  with  that  Company,  a  sum  is  calculated  for  expen- 
diture, hearing  the  same  proportion  to  the  present  revenue  as  the 
expenditure  bore  to  revenue  for  twelve  years  pnor  to  1 846.  Any  excess 
of  expenditure  over  the  calculated  amount  is  made  up  by  the  Railway 
Company.  This  arrangement  is  to  continue  till  September  1866.  Three 
payments  have  already  been  received  in  terms  of  it,  viz.,  L.21,  Is.  lid., 
for  the  year  to  September  1855 ;  L.28,  9s.  lOd.,  for  the  year  to  Septem- 
ber 1856 ;  and  L.5d8,  188.  2d.,  for  1}  years  to  May  1858.  For  the  year 
1858-59,  L.375,  78.  5d.  will  he  payable. 

The  debt  on  this  road,  at  31st  May  1858,  consisted  of— 
Original  subscriptions,  .  L.  8,605    Z    8 

Literest  accumulated,  at  5  per  cent.,  2,155  13  11 

L.  10,760  17    7 


In  1842,  principal  and  interest  were  accumulated,  and  amounted  to 
L.9,701, 14s.  lOd. ;  and  on  this  sum  (with  the  exception  of  one  year) 
interest  has  been  paid  at  5  per  cent. 

The  balance  in  bank  amounted,  at  31st  May  1858,  to  L.284,  6s.  9d. 

Payment  of  interest  at  the  present  rate  is  only  accomplished  by  means 
of  the  assistance  derived  from  the  railway,  and  is  not  likely  to  continne 
when  that  ceases. 

24.  The  Kinndkmowt  Turnpike, 

Length,  9  miles  1  furlong,  with  two  toUs. 

1856-57. 
Revenue,    ....        L.45    0    0 
Maintenance  and  surveyor's  salary,  85    5    5  24 

The  surveyor  has  L.5,  and  the  clerk  and  treasurer  L.5. 

The  debt  at  31  st  May  1858  consisted  of— 

Original  subscriptions,    .            .            .            .  L.900  0  0 
Borrowed  from  Great  North  of  Scotland  Railway 

Company,        .....  550  0  0 

Do.  fiM>m  Parochial  Board  of  Kinnethmont,  50  0  0 

Accumulated  interest,  at  5  per  cent.,      .            .  1^154  0  0 


1857-58. 
L.30    0    0 
7    4 


L.2,664     0     0 


The  Railway  Company  advanced  the  L.550  to  pay  off  a  portion  of  the 
debt,  and  were  to  receive  interest  preferably  at  5  per  cent. ;  but  no  in- 
terest has  been  paid  them  for  the  last  four  years. 

Five  per  cent,  interest  is  paid  on  the  L.50  lent  by  the  Parochial  Board. 

There  is  no  [urospect  of  the  revenue  increasing. 

25.  The  GardensmUl  Turnpike 

extends  to  13  miles  2  furlongs,  with  two  tolls. 

1856-57.  1857-58. 

Revenue,  L.146    5    4        L.140    8    0 

Maintenance  and  surveyor's  salary,  88154  60  188 

The  surveyor  ha«  L.13,  and  the  clerk  US. 


Reports  xxYtt 

The  debt  at  3lst  May  1898  consisted  of  L.525,  I7s.  8d.    But  this  has      County 
been  now  extinguished  out  of  a  payment  of  L.  1,1 00»  received  as  compensa-     .  i^^C 
tion  from  the  Railway  Company ;  and  there  is  a  balance  in  bank,  amount-     •^^^^^i^* 
mg  to  L.600. 
There  is  still,  however^  as  debt — 
Original  subsoriptions,  .  .      L.  3,585    0    0 

Acoimulated  interest,  at  5  per  cent.,  .  2,803  .18    7    , 

L.6,388  18    7 


No  interest  has  been  paid  on  the  subscription  debt  for  the  last  twelve 
jears,  the  surplus  revenue  having  been  applied  in  paying  off  a  preferable 
debt  of  borrowed  money.  A  dividend  may  probably  now  be  paid  out  of 
the  L.600. 

26.  The  hmh  and  West  FattcUand  Turnpike. 

I«ogth,  14  miles,  vith  four  tolls — two  of  which  ore  only  half  tolls,  and  of 
the  remainder,  two  produce  only  L.5  each, 

185e-67.  1857-58. 

Retenne,  .  .  L.105    0    0         L.85  10    0 

Mahitenance,      .  58  12  11  33    2    0 

The  surveyor  has  L.l,  Is.,  and  the  clerk  L.5, 5s. 

The  debt  at  31st  May  1858  consisted  of— 
Money  borrowed  on  the  security  of  the  tolls,  on 

which  4  per  cent,  interest  is  paid,     .  .      L»620    0    0 

Subscription  debt,     .  .        L.766    0    0 

Accomulftted  interest,  341  11    8, 

1,107  11    8 


L.1,727  11    8 


In  1842,  the  subscription  debt  and  interest  were  accumulated,  and 
tmounted  to  L.852.  No  interest  has  been  paid  on  this  debt  for  the  last 
tirelve  years;  but  L.150  was  paid  to  account  of  principal  about  four 

Die  revenae  has  been  much  affected  by  the  railways. 

27.  The  Rhynie  Turnpike 

ezteods.to  10  mDes  4  furlongs  I  yard,  with  two  tolls. 

1856-57.  1857-6a 

Rerenw^  .  ,         .        L.180  16    9        L.205    8    3 

Do,  revived  from  Railway  Company^       52    7    2  70    7  10 

liaintenance  and  surveyor's  salary,         102  12    0  150    5    1 

The  surveyor  has  L.IO,  and  the  derk  L.IO. 

The  payment  fh>m  the  Railway  Comnany  is  in  virtue  of  an  agreement, 
whereby  they  srer  bmmd  to  make  up  tne  revenue  for  twelve  years  from 
1854,  to  tiie  average  of  three  years  prior  to  1846. 
The  debt  ooasisted,  at  May  1858,  of-— 
Original  sn^criptions,  .      L.  2,523  15    2 

i^irews  of  interest,     ....  504  15    0 


L.3,028  10    2 


Interest  is  not  ^d*  re^latly  at  6  per  cent.,  but  a  dividend  at  that  rate 
it  occasionally  made,  and  is  imputed  to  the  year  subsequent  to  that  for 
wbidi  interest  was  last  paid. 

When  the  railway'payment  ceases  in  1866,  the  interest  likely  to  be 
paid  will  probably  only  be  about  one»half  of  that  mom  paid. 


xxm  '        Mepart. 

OoTOty  28.  The  StrkTien  Turnpike 

A\m^ew\  Attends  to  8  milesywith  2  tolls.. 

1856-67.  1867-68. 

Rerenue,     ....        L.61  1^    Q        L.46    0    0^ 
Maintenance  and- surveyor'B  salaiy,  40    7    2  40-10    6 

The  survejor  has  from  L.2,  lOs.  to  L. 3, 10s. 
This  road  ^as  constructed  at  the  sole  expense  of  Lord  Lovat,  the  origi- 
nal cost  being  .....     L.2,193  17    6 
Arrears  of.  interest  and  subsequent  advances  made 
by  Lord  Lovat,  when  the  tolls  were  insufficient 
for  maintenance,  to  Whitsunday  186^  2,721     4    6 

Ii.4,9l6    1    11 

Last  year,  I/.4',  J8s.  7d.,-aM' the  pifeyions  yeai<,  L.^  Ifls.  lid.,  vere 
paid  to  account  of  interest. 

29:  Th^  Stricken  and  PriMeriurgh  Turnpike 
extends  to  7  miles  7  furlongs  102  yards,  with  2  tolls. 

1856-67.  1867-68; 

Revenue,  .»,,._.•       .  ♦. :.       L.160    0.    0'       L.187    0    0 

Maintenance  and  surveyor's  salaiy,  ^6  11    6  68  IS    5 

The  surveyor  has  alfb'rit  L.3^,  l-Os.' 

The  debt  at  Whitsunday  1868  consisted  of— 

OriglDal  snbtoiptions,  .  .  .*       Ii.1,686    6    0 

Borrowed  money^     .  2,198  19    ^ 

Accumulated  interest  on  subscription  debt;  .  1,097    ^    2 

L.6,682  13    7 

Literest  «t  4  or  4|-  per  cent  has  been  paid  on  the  borrowed  money,  and 
the  reVemlS'iff  rather  mcressnigi 

30.  The  Kemiiaj/ Turiijfnlpe 

extends  to  8  miles  8  furlongs  168  yards,  with  one  toll. 

1866-67-         .     1857-^^ 
Revenue,  ....        L.81    0    0        L.126    3    0 
Maintcnaitce  and  surveyor's  sklary,  99  11     6  61    8  H 

The  clerlt  has  Tj J  0,  lOs.    The  siirveyor^s  sdaiy  ia  ubt  yet  6xed. 
The  debt  consisted,  at  WUtaundav  1868,  of— 
Borrowed  on  security  of  a. bond  granted  by  Lord  Kin-      ,    .. 

.toreover  his  entailed  estate,.  .  •'       L.7Q0'  0    0 

Borrowed  on  security  of  the  tolls  only*  600    0.    0; 

Balance  due  to- the  derk,'  .  .  181    0    0 

Interest  is  paid  on  the  L.  1^200, - bnt  tiie  balance  due  to  theclencis 
increasing.  . 

The  road  has  only  been  opened  since  1866^  but  is  under  the  G^ecai 
Comply  Act  of  1842. 

31.  Th»  New  Piteligo  Turnpike. 
Length)  7  mftey  4-  furlongs,  with  one  toll ;  besides  which,  one-half  the 
revenues  Of  tWo  other  ban  is  receired  frbm  the  Bnchon  and  the  LoOg' 
Bide'Tmsta.'  ,  . 

1866-67.  .         .  1867-8 
Beveini*,    .        .    .  ....        L.86    2    Q        L.8.S  19    9 

Maintenance  and  surveyor's  salaiy^  67    7    9,         93    2   2 

The  surveyor  nas  L4, 12s.,  and  the  clerk  L.4,  4s. 


I 


Report. 


The  debt  at  May  1858  consisted  ofrrr 
Original  loan,  paid  up  by  Lord  Saltoion,  4ad  ibr 

whlcb  be  is  now  a  creditor, .  .  .   '     L.410    Q    0 

Balanee  of  interest  u;i9aid,  deducting  sums  recdir^ 

toaecoont,  '  .  .    '      ^,      '     815  16    1 


£.1,226  16     1 


Tbe  wms  paid  to  ^onnt  do  not  exceed  I  per  cent,  per  annum.  -Th^ 
jeTeBueJfl  ju^ttj . stationary. 

32.  Tke  Boyndlie  Turnpike. 

Lengtb,  10  miles  5  furjongs  3  yftrd^  wiUi  2  jto],Is. 

'     1866-67/  1857-68. 

IteTionie,  L.17P    0   :9        L^SH    0    0 

Maintenance  and. surreyotr'sBalaiy,  8Q  14    2  176    1    9 

The  smreyor  has  L.$,  asd  tbe.derk  Ia,%  6s. 

The  debt  at  Slst  May  1858  amounted  to  L.9,634,  Os.'  5d.  The  orijgjnal 
coit  vas  L.2,825,  38.  Id.  ' 

The  road  was  made  in  1814  by  four  proprietors,  who  each -bore  the -ex- 
pense of  the  portion  passing  Ihroogb- his  estate,  on  condition  of  receiving 
1  corresponding  proportion  of  the  surplus  revenue. 

Smail  sums  4tf  e  occasionally  paid  -to  account  of  interest,  <but  these  bear 
a  small  proportion  4o  what  accrues. 

33.  The  Cortibrae  Turnpike, 

Length,  12  miles,  with  3  toUs. 

1856^7.  1867*68. 

Revenue,  .  L.397'  3    0        L.391  19    0 

Maintenance  And  .avfcr^or'a  salary,        ^13    ,f    7  •SSl^    7    p 

The  surveyor  h^s  L.  IX),  and  tl^e  clerk  1.7,  lOs. 

The  debt  at  31st  May  1858  cQn«»tedof-r- 
.Qngin|d^ubscrip1||K>^,         .  'I  hJ^fiOZ  10   .0 

Interest  to  1842,  '  .  .  .  •       "'7,610   ,f>    'p 


As  accumulated  in  1842, 


••"  •  M   .        '»' 


Borrowed  moi^ey  l^ld  accumulated  inteBeait  to 

31st  May  1842,    / 
AccumiufLte^  ipi&cesXy  at  iS  j^  9^-> 


,  ^40^2    19      0 


1,7^  l^    I 
3,097.    2    y 

j[^.2I,628  16    8 


The  MfKnee  4ii'bank  is  L.604, 9s.  '5d.,  the  greater  part  of  which  will 
probably  be  required  fbr  neeessaiy  improvemaiU. 

No  interest  has  ever  been  paid  oh  the  subscriptioiis,  which  were  mostly 
bf  parties  interested  in  the  foad.    '  '  t        ' 


Connty 
'    of 
^AberdesD. 


M.  TkeBaUa^ 

Is  <mlf  in  course  of  construction,  under  an  Act  of  the  18t1i  and  •l'9th 
Victona.  The  totiil  length  (k  the  road  aiAhoHsed  by  IJhe  Act  is  ^9  miles, 
hot  at  wesent  it  inU  oMy  be  made  from  Aboyne  to  Canton  of  Brae- 
BMU",  30  rnilcas. 

The  (mas  are  fo  be  borrowed  from  the  Aberdeen  Bank,  on  ibe  joint 
oVBgatton  of  H.R.H«  the  Prince  Consort,  the  Marquis  of  HuoMy,  antt  Mr 


xxx 


Report, 


C«(iity       Farquharson  of  Inv^rcaidd.    L.16,000  has  already  been  borrowed,  and 
^J  L. 5,000  more  will  probably  be  required  for  the  portion  of  road  to  be  made 

Aberdeen.     ^^  present. 

It  18  proposed  to  baye  5  toll-bars  on  the  road. 

Parliaicentabt  Roads  and  Bbidoes. 

Alford  Hood.— This  road,  extending  to  18  J  miles,  is  under  the  charge 
of  the  Commissioners  for  Highland  Roads  and  Bridges,  the  nature  of 
whose  management  will  be  more  fully  explained  under  the  head  of  Invcr^- 
ness-shire,  where  the  greater  portion  of  their  roads  are  situated. 

One-fourth  of  the  annual  expenditure  on  the  road  is  defrayed  by  the 
Commissioners,  whilst  the  remaining  three-fourths  are  prorided  by  assess- 
ment on  the  heritors  of  the  whole  county. 


The  expenditure  in  1856, 

1867, 
1858, 


5> 
}9 


n 


LA56  10  8 
174  4  4 
159  10     4 


Three-fourths  of  these  sums  being  paid  h^  the  county. 

BaUater  Bridge  and  Approctches, — This  bridge  is  erected  over  the  Dee 
at  BaUater ;  the  Approa<me8»  which  are  also  xaaintained.  by  the  CooDmis- 
sioners,  extend  to  2^  miles.  The  total  average  expenditure  during  the 
last  three  years  has  been  L.15,  88.  id.,  divisible  in  the  proportions  before 
mentioned  between  the  Commissioners  and  the  county. 

Portarch  Bridge,  which  is  also  over  the  Dee,  about  20  miles  below 
BaUater,  is  supported  in  a  similar  manner.  The  average  annual  expense 
of  repairs  during  the  last  three  years  has  been  L.2y  8s.  6fl. 


Statttte  Laboub  Roads. 

The  statute  labour  roads  in  the  county  of  Aberdeen,  extending  to 
about  1836  miles,  are  regulated  by  an  Act  passed  in  1800,  which,  so  lar 
as  it  relates  to  these  roads,  is  a  perpetual  Act. 

Under  this  statute,  the  county  is  divided  into  9  districts,  with  a  sepa- 
rate clerk  for  each,  who  keeps  a  distinct  account  for  each  parish, — the 
money  raised  in  each  parish  being  expended  exclusively  within  if. 

The  assessment  is  imposed  by  a  rate  on  the  old  valued  rent  of  the 
county,  and  is  levied,  in  the  fiwt  instance,  from  proprietors,  ^ho  have 
power  to  recover  three-fourths  of  the  amount  from  their  tenants,  allocat- 
ing it  among  them  accordmg  to  their  real  rents.  The  maximum  rate  of 
40s.  per  L.lOO  Scots  is  levied  in  all  the  districts.  There  is  also  a  rate  on 
houses,  not  in  the  Valuation  Roll,  in  towns  and  villages.  In  the  town  of 
Aberdeen,  which  forms  a  district  by  itself,  the  rate  of  assessment  is  Id. 
per  £  within  the  royal  burgh, — ^the  sum  leriable  within  the  royalty  being 
restricted  to  L.400  ;  without  the  royalty  the  rate  is  4d.,  these  rates  being 
levied  frt>ra  occupants.  Proprietors  of  buigh  freedom  lands  pay  3d.  per 
£,  and  on  other  lands  and  heritages  20s.  per  Ik  100  Scots,  l^ere  is  also 
a  rate  of  Is.  on  each  horse  assessed  for  taxes. 

In  most  of  the  districts  there  is  a  district  survevor,  according  to  whose 
report  the  allocation  of  funds  is  made  by  the  District  IVustees ;  but  in 
some  of  the  districts  it  is  the  practice  to  allow  the  proprietors  or  their 
factors  to  expend  the  money  at  their  own  discretion,  repoKing  as  to  its 
application,  and  producing  vouchers  for  their  disbursements. 

From  an  abstract  of  the  returns  received  from  the  district  clerics,  it  ap- 
pears that,  on  an  average  of  three  years  prior  to  Whitsunday  1868,  the  total 
amount  expended  on  the  statute  labour  roads  of  the  county  has  been 
L.  5,748. 


Report.  xxxi 

The  eort  per  mile  for  ttuiiDtenance,  includiog  fiuxvejor's  Connty 

8Ala<7,                                                          .                     L.2  18  4               «f 

Salaries  and  collector's  poundage,       .                                     0    2  10  .    AberdMo. 

Extraordinary  expenseB,                   .                        .           0    1  £ 

Making  the  gross  cost  per  mile,  .        L.3    2    7 

There  is  a  coni^derable  amount  of  debt  in  some  of  the  districts,  each 
pariah  beiii^  liable  for  its  own  debt.  These  debts  consist  of  advances 
made  bjr  iadividual  proprietors^  or  over-expenditure  by  them  on  the  roads 
in  their  neip^bbourhood,  beyond  the  amount  of  the  statute  labour  assess- 
neat  afiecting  their  lands.  Such  parties  are  allowed  to  retain  one-third 
of  the  road  jooaey  payable  from  their  estates  to  meet  the  principal  of  their 
debt,  but  no  interest  is  allowed  them. 

The  total  amount  of  debt  appearing  against  the  statute  labour  roads 
in  the  countv  is  L. 7,112 ;  but  of  this  the  sum  of  L.3,109, 16s.  Ud.  is  due 
by  th^  parish  of  Crathie  and  Glenmuick,  and  is  stated  to  have  been  in- 
curred .witliout  the  sanction  of  the  Trustees. 

BRiJboE  Monet. 

The  Assessment  fbr  bridge  money  Is  at  the  rate  of  10s.  on  eaeh  L.1<K> 
flcols  of  Talued  rent,  and  amomits  to  about  L.81, 6s. 

BuBGHfl, 

Merdetn. — The  whole  roads  and  streets  within  the  Pariiaxnentary 
boimdariea  of  Aberdeen  are  stated  to  extend  to  62  miles  5  furlongs  100 
yards.  Of  these,  8  miles  7  furlongs  100  yards  are  portions  of  turnpike 
roads,  and,  as  sudi,  upheld  by  the  Turnmke  Trustees,  at  an  annual  cost 
(as  stated  in  Parliamentary  returns)  of  L.707,  Is.  4d., — there  being  3 
toO-bars  wUhin  the  Parliamentary  boundaries.  22  miles  are  upheld  by 
the  Commissioners  of  Police  of  the  city,  actins:  under  a  local  Police 
Act,  and  31  miles  6  furlongs  are  maintained  by  the  Statute  Labour 
X^tecB. 

The  expense  of  the  original  formation  of  streets  is  de&ayed  by  the 
proprietors,  who  also  make  and  maintain  the  foot  pavements. 

The  Kate  of  statute  labour  assessment  within  tne  royalty  is  Id.  per  £ 
oaoceopanta  on  the  rental  of  houses  and  shops,  and  Is.  for  each  horse. 

Beyond  the  royalty,  the  rate  in  1858  on  occupants,  which  was  formerly 

64^,  waa  4d.  per  £  j  on  proprietors  of  burgh  tireedom  lands,  Id.  per  % 

(fonaerly  3d.) ;  and  on  proprietors  of  other  lands  and  heritages,  20s.  per 

L.100  Scota  (formerly  30b.)  ;  besides  the  raite  of  Is.  on  each  assessed  hors^. 

The  total  amount  of  the  assessment  within  the  city 

of  Aberdeen  statute  laboi^  district  last  year  was  L.722    111 
And  the  expense  of  main^nance,  including  surrejor's 
salary,  was  •  «  .  .  .  633    6    5 

But  of  the  46ii  nules  in  that  distri^^  14i  are 
beyond  the  Parliatnentary  boundaries. 
'She  nun  enended  within  the  Police  boundary,  on 
about  3  nujfea  of  road,  has  been,  on  an  average  of 
ajears*       .  .  .  .  110  10    0 

There  is  an  annual  charge  of  L.72,  5b.  4^d.  paid  by  the  City  of  Aber- 
deen District  as  £du-duties  for  land  taken  to  make  two  new  roads  from 
the  town  of  Aberdeen  to  Brieve  of  Dee  and  Bridge  of  Don*  These  roads 
H^  now  turnpike. 

Inmrury^ — ^There  are  about  3  miles  of  turnpike  roads  within  the  Parlia- 
mentary boundaries,  upheld  by  the  Turnpike  Trustees.    The  other  roads 
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and  streets  (a^ut  1^  miles)  f^e  upheld  out  of  tbe  statute  labour  assess* 
meDt. 

About  L.33  is  annually  leyied  within  the  }>urgh. 

There  are  no  tolls  within  the  Parliamentary  ooundary,  but  two  are  im- 
mediatelj  beyond  it. 

KintoreT-^There  is  nearly  a  mile  of  tbe  Aberdeen  and  Inverury  Turn- 
pike within  .the  burgh,  and  about  the  same  extent  of  burgb  roads  or 
streets,  which  are  maintained  partly  bj  the  community,  and  partly  from 
the  statute  labour  funds  of  the  parish. 

Peterhead. — The  total  extent  of  roads  and  streets  within  tbe  Parlia- 
mentary burgh  is  stated  at  6  miles  2  furlongs  198  yards,  whereof  1  mile 
6  furlongs  198  yards  are  upheld  by  the  Turnpike  Trustees, — ^tbe  remainder 
being  maintained  out  of  the  statute  labour  funds.  The  rate  of  assess- 
ment is  2d.  per  £  on  the  rental,  and  about  L.98  are  aimually  expended 
within  the  burgh. 

There  are  two  toll-bars  within  the  Parliamentary  boundary. 


From  the  foregoing  statement,  and  from  the  Ab- 
stracts in  the  Appendix,  it  appears  that  the  an- 
nual cost  of  the  turnpike  roads  in  the  county  of 
Aberdeen  is  .  .  .  .        Ii.6,267    0    0 

Parliamentary  roads,  .  .  .  194    0    0 

Statute  labour  roads,  .  .  .  5,748    0    0 

Bridges,        .  .  ,  ,  .  81    0    0 


L.12,290     0    0 


The  debt  affecting  the  turnpike  roads  in  the  county  appears  to  b^  gg 
follows: — 

Secured  by  the  personal  obtigation  of  some  of  the 

Trustees,  ....        L.17,400    0    0 

Subscriptfon  debts  and  bQrrQw;ed  mpi^ey  on  secu- 


rity ot  the  tolls  only. 
Accumulated  interest, 


Funds  on  hand. 


Total  4ebt, 


Nett  turnpike  dobt. 

Statute  labour  road  debt,  . 

•       •      i  * 


121,096  2    P 

239,80(^  16  10 

L.378,301  18  10 

5,048  6    8 

Ii.372,3o3  12     2 

'       7,112  0    1 


Total  road  debt  in  the  county  of  Aberdeen,     L. 379,465  12    3 

•1.1 .  "^  •  '    r        *    II     V     It" 
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n.^COUNTy  OF  mQTLh. 

The  public  roads,  bridges,  and  ferries,  in  tljie  county  .of  Argyll,  arc 
regulated  by  a  local  Act,  passed  in  1843  (6  and  7  Vict.  cap.  07),  which 
abolished  statute  labour,  and  makes  provision  for  the  funds  being  pro- 
vided by  assessment,  for  all  the  different  classes  of  roads  withm  the 
county. 

These  consist  of  military  and  parliamentary  roads,  under  the  charge  of 
the  Commissioners  for  Highland  Roads  and  JBridges,  and  ot  to&As  u^der 
local  county  management. 


Report.  xxxiu 

Tke  mifitoiy  roads  extend  to      ....       80  milefi.  Coanty 

The  parliamentary  roads  to         ....      130}    ^,  of 

And  the  county  roftd*  to  al^ut    .        .  .     liool    „  Argyll. 

'  1320  miles. 
MiLiTART  Roads. 

The  oMt  of  maintenance  of  the  80  miles  of  this  class  of  roads,  oi^  an 
arerage  of  tike  last  three  years,  has  be^n      .        .        .    L.652  H    6 
(or  h-8,  3s.  2d.  per  mile). 

Pabuambntabt  Roads. 

IIiesTenige  annual  jcost  for  maintenance,  dnring  tl^e  same 
period,  of  the  ld0|  miles  ofthis  class  of  roads,  has  been,      651  14    0 

J^OT  L.^  per  mile).  

L.i^04    6    6 

Whereof—  ■ 

Defrayed  bj  Cpnunissioneis  out  jo£  Parliamentary 

grant,  /       .       '.        .        .    L.365     1     4 

Kused  bj  aaseaszo^nt  on  j^e  cc^tj,         939    ,4    2 

L.134    5    6 

The  Commissioners  also  defray  the  entire  cost  of  superintendence  and 
msnagfrnftnt ;  the  share  of  wMoh, Applicable  to  the  county  of  ^i^W,  tbey 
estimate,  on  an  ttrerage,  at  L.330,  lis. 

The  asseflsment  for  the  tnUHary  roads  is  levied  on  the  comity  at  large, 
ihe  totftt  amount  bdn^  allocated  upon  the  different  districts  according  to 
their  la^ediVe  valuations. 

The  assessment  for  the  parliaauntaiy  roads  is  paid  by  the  distxicts  in 
wiach  thes^  roads  are  situated. 

.QOIQIX^  ROAJDS. 

lleirhele.Qf  the  remaining  roads  within  the  county  Are  managed  in 
tans  of  the  Liocal  Act,  by  n&cfa  the  eomity  is  divided  into  the  ten  dis- 
tiietsof— 

1.  North  Argyll.  6.  Lorn. 

2.  South  Argyll.  7.  Mull. 

8.  Gowall.  8.  ArdDamu^han. 

4.  Kintyre.  '9.  Morven.  " 

iS.  ^irbert.  10.  Islay. 

TLe  qualification  of  a  Trustee  is  the  possession  of  ^inds,  valued  in  the 
M  hooKs  at  .L.100  Scots,  or  of  the'yearly  value  of  L.200  sterling.  The 
chief  ma^trat^  pf  Inveraray,  Oban,  and  Campbelton,  are  also  named 
"^r^wte^k.  ^sxisx  to  .entitle  a  Trustee  to  act  in  any  particular  district, 
^  ^^  be  jpossessed  of  the  above'  qualification  within  that  district. 

Votiiur  b^  P>P^  is  allowed  botn  at  general  and  district  meetings  ; 
and  in  t^e  Utter,  questions  arising  among  the  Tm^M^ees  ffce  detennined 
not  per  edptta,  but  according  to  the  value  of  the  property  in  the  ^strict 
lepresented  at  the  meeting ;  and  no  Question  can  be  carried,  unless  sup- 
ported by  Trustees  representing  .tvo-.tnird8  xtf  the  property  in  the  district. 

The  I)i8trict  Trusteetr  report  annually  their  proceedings  to  the  general 
meeting,  and  submit  their  accounts ;  and  an  appeal  is  competent  from  the 

* to  ,wejgeneral.  meetings. 

B^i^fict  to  ibis  limitation^  the  entire  man^igement  ,qf  the  ^oads, 
QiuijB»  and  fences  vithin  enfih  district  i^  .yested  in  the  District 

The  nywmpm  rate  of  fi^sessment  authorised  \>y  the  Act  is  8d.  per  £ 
.o&'ffieteu'Tentyirlncb  is  now  ascertained  by.^ie  Valuation  EoU.  The 
nSidniunrate  b  ^.  per  £.'  One-half  of  this  assessment  is  .payable  by 
owners  and  the  other  naif  by  occupiers.    There  is  also  a  power  to  impose 
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a  rate  of  48.  on  each  hone,  provided  the  owner  be  not  othervtse  aaie^ed 
under  the  Act  to  that  amoimft. 

The  districts  have  aUo  poirer  to  levy  an  additional  afisessment  of  4d.  per 
£  on  proprietors  only  for  making  xkeir  roads,  or  repairing  sadden  and  el' 
tensive  damage,  when  the  ordinary  assessment  is  insufficient. 

The  maximum  rate  of  8d.  per  £  was  levied,  in  1858,  in  all  the  districts, 
irith  the  exception  of  Mull  and  Islay,  in  which  the  rate  was  6d. 

The  Co wal  District  is  the  only  one  in  which  an  additional  assessment 
was  levied  in  1858  *,  the  rate  of  this  extra  assessment  was  2d.  per  £. 

The  system  of  management  by  parishes  has  been  entirely  done  away 
with,  and  each  district  has  a  skiUed  practical  surveyor  or  superintendent 
of  its  roads,  who  takes  charge  of  the  roads  within  its  bounds,  and  contracts 
for  their  repair.  ^  ■  .  ^ 

The  district^  also  appoint  a  road  committee  to  assist  the  superin- 
tendent ;  and  the  roads  being  classed  according  to  their  ntilityi  and  the 
traffic  upon  them,  money  is  allocated  for  their  maintenance  according  to 
this  classification,  and  the  superintendent's  report  on  their  actual  state 
and  wants. 

The  same  rate  of  assessment  is  levied  within  burghs  as  in  the  rural 
districts. 

BufiGHS. 

Inveraray, ^-In  this  borgh  the  magistratet  only  keep  up  the  streets  within 
the  royalty,  and  reoeive  two- thirds  of  the  assessment  levied  within  that 
area,  in  consideration  of  their  maintaining  the  roads  and  streets  within 
the  same.  The  streets  and  roads  ext^d  to  4  mike  in  al^  and  of  these 
2}  are  upheld  by  the  Commissioners  of  ]ffighland  Roads  and  Bridges. 

CampoeUon, — bi  this  burgh  the  same  arrangement  exists  as  in  In- 
verary. 

Oban. — In  the  burgh  of  Oban,  the  magistrates  keep  up  the  whole  roads 
and  streets  within  the  Parliamentary  boundaries ;  but  the^  only  receive 
two-thirds  of  the  assessment  on  houses  feus,  and  gardens  situated  within 
these  boundaries,- but  not  the  assessm^it  on  farms  <Nr  portions  of  farms 
situated  within  the  same. 


From  the  foregoing  statement  and  the  abstracts  in  the  Appendix,  it 
appears  that  the  annual  cost  of  the  whole  roads  in  the  county  of  Argyll 
is  as  follows  ; — 

Mihtary  roads,  » L.652  11    6 

Parliamentaty  roads,         .        .  '.        .        651  14    0 


Superintendence  and  management, 


L.l,3a4    5    6 
380  11    0 


County  or  dbtrict  roads, 


•        . 


L.1,684  16.  6 
.     6,652  10    9 

L.8,337    7    3 


III— COUNTY  OF  AYR. 

The  public  roads  in  the  county  of  Ayr  extend  to  above  1360  mil^  ^ 
which  about  714  are  turnpike,  and  about  640  statute  labour  roads.  Th^ 
are  all  regulated  by  one  Act,  passed  in  1847  (10  and  11  Vict.,  cap.  213;, 
the  Trustees  being  the  same  for  both  classes  of  roads.  .  ..  t 

In  virtue  of  a  power  conferred  by  the  Act,  the  county  has  been  divided 
into  10  districts,  viz.:— 1.  Ayr.  2.  Kilmarnock.  3.  Mauchline.  ^'^^V 
bole.  6.  Girvan.  6.  Stewarton.  7.  Irvine.  8.  Lochlibo.  9.  Beitn. 
10.  Largs, 


Report.  zxxT 

Ekcb  district  hua  &  sepitnta  clerk  and  trnsiirer )  Uid  not  only  are  the      Count; 
funds  of  euh  district  kept  aepurate,  vith  separate  acconnts,  bat  the  funds  °f 

•(  etdi  roRd  are  abo  k^t  separate — m  that,  for  a  road  paning  throngh        ^''*' 
tbec  distridf,  three  Mts  of  accounts  are  kept. 
1.  Ayr  Ditlrict. 

Tiiii  ditbict  comprises  19  road»,  or  parts  of  roads,  vith  Kparate  funds 
tad  soconnts.  Tlie  following  Table  viU  show  ttie  mileage  of  each  road, 
litli  tha  ravonue  and  expenditure  for  tbe  last  tvo  years :— 
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The  grots  anunuit  of  the'priodpal  v 


IS  of  d«bt  affecting  tbe  ^itferent 


xxxvi  liepOTi. 

roads  in  the  Ajr  dutrict,  as  at  Whitsunday  IB 

clot  at 
The  jgnns  amount  of  unpnid  interest  to  Eame  date, 

calculated  at  0  per  cent.,  .        '   . 


SS,  IB  Stated  \>3  the 
L.S^eOS  II     1 


I4,2I»-11    8 


L.22,723    2    9 


At  the  same  date,  &  siun  of  o£atIf  L.2,fi00  naa  at  tlie'creiiit  of  >tbe 
general  bank  uequiit  of  the  dUttict. 

There  is  one  suivejor  for  the  rbole  ziuds  in  the  Ayr  ^iatrict,  turnpike 
and  statute  IjU^ui.  flU  galary  aa  survejor  tar  Jbe  tur^piLe  roada  is 
L.1T6.  Xhe  cierk  of  the  dlst^ct  ^m  a^ry  of  L.60,  in  addition  to  bis 
allowance  of  L.60  ^  general  clerk  ;  and  the  treasury  for  the  district  haa 

2.  Kilntarnoei  Di^rict. 
This  district  comprises  16  roads,  or  parts  of  roads ::— 


i 

1 

.is 

1 

3. 

1 

i 

s 

i 

J 
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The  groBS  Amoimt  <£  the  prindpal  sums  of  debt  affecting  iheee  geveral 
roads  in  the  Kilmarnock  District,  as  at  Whitsunday  1858,  is  stated  by 
the  general  derk  at        .  .  .  .   ^        »    L.4,106  14    3 

Gross  wnovnt  of  unpaid  interest  due  at  sdd  date,  CaU 
eulatedat^  per  cent.,  .  91  19    2 

Ii.4,197  13    5 

.  lie  smn,  at  the  credit  cit  the  genera!  aecmmi,'  kejyt  at  the  Bank  for  the 
dgfinet,  wa^  at  the  same  date,  L.17^»  8s.  7d. 

.^lere  is  one  surveyor  for  the  whole  district,  with  a  salary  of  L.120. 
TKe  dork  has  L.40,  and  the  treasurer  L.76. 
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3.  Mauchline  District, 

« 

This  district  embraces  11   roads>  all  with  separate  ftmds  and  ac- 
counts:-^ 


NAneof  Bead. 


Ayr  to  Kuirklrk....... 

Knm&mock  to  Cnmr 
HOCK,...,. .  .^a*  ••  .••••• 

hrine  to  Liiuenull,' . 
^OchOtree  to  Auchin- 

CoyltoQ    to    XjAwers 

Bridgo, 

61  Dahnore  to  Bellstone, 
"t  Catrine   to    Bajgia- 

^  G&cliallan  to  Lawera 

.   Bridg^ ..: 

9iGa]ston  id  Allchia- 
leckj 

10}  Uanchline  to  Shaw, . 
ill  Yiewfleid  to  8om 
Caiils.  -...: .*;. 


Ij 


9 


32 

15l1»i» 
9 

8= 

13 
4 

6 
6 


105| 


o 
|Z5 


5} 


1 
1 

i% 

2 


2oi 


Bevenue. 


1856-57. 


€§7  17 


1,0S7  12  10 

100    0^  0 

28    2  0 

84  10  0) 

121  10  6 

21    1  0 

'■     8S'   7  81 

47    4  0 

108    4  4 


1&7-68. 


je     8.  d. 
810    5    2 


842    J 
116  15 


85  10    0 


75    2 
19  15 

126  19 

22  U 


6 
0 

0 

0 


2,358  16    7 


IW   1    8 
61  l7    6 

105  ^5 


£xpendftaro. 


1856-^» 


£    8.   d: 
409  11    6 

518    6    7 
101  15    2 

11  It  10 

59    9    8 
U  10  10 

98    2'  1 

17  18  10 

86    9'    2 
40fl»   4 

^^19    8 


2,^0  18    9  1,419    7    8 


1857-58. 


538 


8.  d. 
7    2 


482    0    1 
80    6    9 

18  16    8 

48    1  10 
11    9    1 

107    9    9 

16    6  10 

76  19    5 
85    1    4 

59  10    5 


1,469    9    4 


The  gross  amount  of  the  podncipitl  sums  of  debt  ftflbctiii^  the  different 
roads  in  the  Maudiline  District)  as  at  Whitsunday  185B,  is  stated  by  the' 
genend  derk  Kt  .    L.9,168    2    9 

The|;ro68  amount  of  unpaid  interest  at  same  date^  cal- 
cu&tedat5pte~cent'.,  .  .  .'  .       8^046    9    0 

L.17,214  11    9 


J 


'       ' 


At  same  date,  there  was  a  balance,  at  the  dfedit  of  the  Baiik  account 
kept  M  the  whble  district,  of  L.  1,12^'  1 5^'  2d. 

There  is  one  sqnrieyor  for  the  whole  district,  at  a  salary  of  L.66, 13s.  id,^ 
iKth  L.33,  6d.  8%  fbt  liraTdlin^  expesfses,  dr  L.iod  in  id^.-  THe  treaiBuret 
hasL.559  and  the  derk  L.25,  bendes  fee^ 


xxsviii 
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4.  Mayhol&  Duhia, 
In  this  district  there  are  15  separate  tampike  roads,  viz. : — 


o 


7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
16 


Name  of  Road. 


•8 

t 

1-^ 


Ayr  by  Low  Bridge 
of  Doon,  

Ayr  to  MAvbole  by 
Alloway  Bridge, ... 

Monkwood, 

Kirkoswald,    

South  Water  of  Gir- 
van,  or  PoimdlEiid 
Boad,    

Onlzean,  

St  Murray,  

North  Water  of  Gir- 


van,    < 

Haybolo  to  Straiton,. 

Do.  to  Balrymple, 

Bountree, 

Patna,  

Barr, 

Delamford,  


Miles. 

11 

7 
13i^ 


13*±<L 
8±4£ 
2 

10 

8 

18 

6±4£ 


4 


o 


Beyenue. 


1856-^7. 


144 


I' 

1 


3 

2 

S 
1 

n 
1 


£    8.   d. 
216    4    Ot 

166    0    0 

181  0  10 
292  16  1 
431    0    0 


329  15    3 

153    0    0 

22    0    0 


1857-68. 


28i 


707  0 

351  4 

110  0 

88  0 

48  0 

34  14 

22  0 


0 
0 
0 
6 
0 
0 


£  8.  d. 

223  0  0 

105  0  0 

231  7  5 

300  7  6 

405  0  0 


233  0    0 

123  0    0 

16  0    0 

822  0    0 

832  11    6 

70  0    0 

79  2 

$6  0 

48  9 

29  0 


Expenditure. 


1866-57. 


6 
0 
3 
0 


3,152  14    8  8,142  18    1 


<£  8.  d. 

97  17  d 

120  10  7 

195  3  6 

249  18  2 

203  6  9J 


394    2  5 

132    2  5 

19  6  9 

470  12  6 

107  15  10 

65  14  3 

64  6  3 

65  11  1 
65  11  1 

20  19  5 


1857-68. 


£   6.  d. 
951»10 

12419  6 

247  10  1 
145   0 
197   2 


355 

171   8 
16  17  1 


B  01 
2 


444   0  1 
119   710 

65  19 

61  8101 

87  13 

22   6 

19  U 


2,267  17    8  2,124  U  3 


The  cumtdo  amount  of  principal  sums  of  debt  due  by  the  roads  in  tbe 
Maybole  District,  as  at  Whitsunday  1858,  is  stated  hy  the  general  clerk 
at  ......  .  L.2 1,766  15    6 

The  gross  amount  of  unpaid  mterest,  at  same  date, 
calculated  at  5  per  cent.,     .  .  ,  .       7,844  17   ^ 

L.29,61l  13   3 

One  Bank  account  is  kept  for  all  the  roads,  and  the  balance,  at  credit, 
on  the  aboTe  date,  was  L.423,  I8s.  2d. 

There  is  a  surveyor  for  the  whole  district,  whose  salary  is  L.80.  The 
treasurer's  salary  is  L.56 ;  and  the  clerk  is  paid  by  fees  from  the  toll- 
keepers,  ayeraging  from  L.25  to  L.26. 

5.  Girvan  District. 
In  this  district  there  are  5  turnpike  roads,  viz.  ;*^ 


i 


Name  of  Boad. 


GuTan.  to  Glenapp^ 

Dal  jarrock  towards 
Newton-Stewart, 

Barrbill  through 
Corwar, 

Old  Dailly  by  Pen- 
kiln,   ..„ 

Tig  Boad, 


Miles. 
87il£i 


i 


^ 


10 

6 

7 


69S 


a 


Bevenue. 


1866-57. 


15} 


£      B.  d. 
747    8  .0 

196  14    7 

77  16    6 

28    9    8 

30    0    0 


1857-58. 


£     B.   d. 


726  18    0688  18    1497    6   7 


1,079    2    4 


185    0  10 

62    3    2 

28  12    2 
30    0    0 


Ezpenditan- 


1856-57. 


£    8.   d. 


1857-68, 


148  13  8 

49  19  7 

30  17  7 

22  11  6 


1,032  14    2  790  19  11 


£   s: 


d. 


141    4   8 

81    3   2 

24  18  11 
11    8   8 


706  18    7 
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The  gross  amount  of  principal  snins  affecting  the  different  turnpike 
loads  in  the  Girvan  Dis&icty  as  at  Whitsundaj  I8689  is  stated  by  the 
general  derk  at  .....      L.17>607  12    6 

The  gross  amount  of  interest  unpaid  at  same  date, 
calculated  at  5  per  cent.,  7,025  16    5 

L.24,633    8  11 


At  the  same  date  there  was  a  balance  of  L.57,  178.  3d.  at  the  credit  of 
tk  general  bank  account  kept  for  the  district.  There  is  one  surveyor  for 
the  whole  district,  at  a  salary  of  L.70.  Treasurer  and  clerk  a  per-centage, 
uDountisg  to  about  L.32. 

6.  Stewarton  IHstriet. 
This  district  comprises  only  2  roads,  riz : — 


i     Kame  of  Boad. 

1 

■ 

Bevenve. 

Expenditure. 

1866-57. 

1867-58. 

1866-67. 

1867-58. 

1  Stewarton,  by  Dim- 

lop  Village,    to 
WhitehouBe^ 

2  Incbenharvey  and 

Kingston, 

Miles. 

7J 
15J 

^ 

£    8.  d. 

121    4    0 
86  13    0 

£    8.  d. 

128  19    0 
lU    8    0 

£    8.   d. 

72  16  10 
91  14    9 

£    B.   d. 

86    1    3 
89  16    9 

Hi 

4 

207  17    0 

248    7    0 

164  11    7 

175  18    0 

There  is  no  debt  in  this  district.  One  surveyor  takes  charge  of  both 
roads,  at  a  salary  of  L.22.  The  treasurer  has  5  per  cent,  on  the  toll-rents, 
ud  the  derk  a  salary  of  L.IO. 

7.  IrvvM  Dirtrict 
lUl  district  embraces  4  turnpikes,  yiz : — 


i' 


Hfuae  of  Bead. 


1 

11 


Stewarton,  ... 
Feiipittlii]],  ... 


,3 


Miles. 
d2«s^ 

lull 

11 
Till 


52f 


4 


si 


8 


12}J 


Revenue. 


1866-67. 


£  8.  d. 
966  10  a 

42  0  0 
281    0   0 

80    0   0 


1,868  10  8 


1867-68. 


£  8.  d. 

1,647  8   0|678 

49  7   0 

283  0  0160 

118  0   0 


1,997  16   0 


Expenditure. 


1866-67. 


£    8.  d. 

7  4 
27    1    0 

6  6 
62    8  11 


927  18    8 


1867-68. 


£  8.  d. 
720    6    1 

23  16  11 
162    6  10 

63    0  10 


959    9    8 


Tha  cmmkio  amount  of  principal  sums  of  debt  affecting  these  difi^r^ 
cit  Thists^  as  at  Whitsunday  1858,  is  stated  by  the  general  derk 
tt        ......  .      L.2,943    8    5 

The  grots  amoimt  of  unpaid  interest  at  said  daie^ 
calculated  at  6  per  cent.,  322  11    8 


Coanty 

of 

Ayr. 


L.3,266    0     1 


xl 
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At  the  same  date,  there  was  a  balance  in  bank,  at  the  credit  of  the 
Kelly  Bridge  Road,  amounting  to  nearly  L.900. 

One  surveyor  has  charge  of  the  is^hole  district,  at  a  salary  of  L.57)  17s. 
The  clerk  and  treaBurer  are  paid  by  a  per-centage  of  5  per  cent,  on  the 
revenue. 

8.  Lochlibo  District, 

There  are  only  2  Turnpike  Trusts  in  this  district*  viz: — 


o 


Name  of  Boad. 


LochlibOf  •..•....., 
Monkridden, 


Milra. 
iniioo 


466< 


15 


o 

■ 

o 


3A 

2 


61 


Bevenud. 


1856-57. 


£     8.   d. 
176    e    8 

J87    0    0 


463    6    8 


1857-68. 


205 


8.   d. 
1    4 


126    2    3 


881    3    7 


Expenditure. 


1866-57. 


£    a  d. 
181  16  11 

846    4  10 


478    0    9 


1857-58. 


£     8.   d. 
149    2    8 

66    2  10 


215    6    « 


The  total  amount  of  principal  debt  affecting  these  two  roads,  at  Whit- 
sunday 1858,  is  stated  by  the  ^neral  clerk  at  .        L.8,929    9   0 
The  gross  amount  of  unpaid  interest  at  skid  date, 
calculated  at  5  per  cent.,                         .  .  11,961    7    2 

L.20,890  16    2 


The  surveyor  is  the  same  as  for  the  Irvine  district.  His  salary  is 
L.22,  3s.  The  clerk  and  treasurer  are  paid  by  a  per-centage  of  5  per 
cent,  on  the  revenue. 

9.  Beith  Distritt: 

In  this  district  there  are  3  roads^  viz : — 


m 

O 
1 

2 
3 

Name  of  Boad. 

Length  of 
Boad. 

i 

Bevenue. 

Expenditure. 

1866-57. 

1867-6& 

1856-57. 

1857-5a 

Clerksbrtdge,    by 
Beith,    to    Kil- 
winninga      and 
Branch  to  March- 
bridfire. 

Hilda. 

16 

4 

8 

2 
2 

£     B.  d. 

i,oio  0  0 

14^'    D'  0 
64    0   0 

£      B.  d. 

1,084    0  0 

1^    0  0 
73    0  0 

£     a.  d. 

644  12    0 

162    0    0 
83   a   0 

9 

£     8.   d. 

716    0    0 

157    0    0 

60    <J    0 

•  ••^ 

Kereebridge,     by 
Beith,  to  Cold- 
stroam  Bridge, 

Beith    to  Ohlhan 
Bridge, 

23i 

12 

1,214    0   0 

1,846    0  0 

839  12    0 

933    0    0 

There  is  no  debt  on  any  of  the  roads  iir  the  Beith  District.  Ori  the 
Road  No.  1  there  was  a  balance  in  favour  of  the  Trust,  at  Whitsunday 
1858,  amounting  to  L.914. 

One  surveyed  has  charge  of  the  three  roads,  at  a  salary  of  L.40.  The 
clerk  has  an  allowance  of  3  per  cent,  on  the  revenue,  and  the  treasurer 
2  per  cent. 


F 


K^H. 


10.  Larg$IHttncL 
There  are  only  2  roads  in  tliis  district,  tiz.  : — 


xli 


2. 

Kame  of  Boad. 

Length     | 
ofBoad.     1 

• 

BfirainnB. 

BZFmDffVUBB. 

1866-57. 

1857-58. 

1866-67. 

1857-68. 

lAig»    to    Dairy   bv^ 
Howrat,  with  branch  > 
toKilbimie, J 

Wett  Kilbride  to  Dairy, 

U 

7 

8 
8 

£    s.  d. 
128  0  0 

199  0  0 

£    8.  d. 
125  0  0 

118  0  0 

£  s.  d. 

73  0  0 

117  0  0 

£   s.  d. 
84  0  0 

108  0  0 

18 

6 

827  0  0 

243  0  0 

190  0  0 

187  0  0 

The  amount  of  principal  debt  affecting  the  first  of  these  roads,  as  at 
Whitsuadaj  1S56»  is  stated  by  the  general  derk  at  L.6,193  11  10 

The  imoiBnt  of  unpaid  interesty  ait  aud  date^  calcu- 
lated at  6  per  et&l.,     ....  0,018  14    7 

L.  12,207    6    5 


-  Oh  the  And  raad  the  deht  has  all  been  paid  off. 

Tkcre  is  one  surreyor  Ibor  both  roads,  at  a  salary  of  L.20.    The  clerk 
ttd  treMUBBr  tere  an  allowaaoe  of  t  percent^  on  the  revenue. 


ieeording  to  the  forcing  statements,  the  average  revcme  and  ezpen- 
ditsxe  on  mfti^*^"'^  in  the  10  districts,  during  the  years  1866-57  and 
1867-68,  was  as  follows  :— 


Kamo  of  District 


1.  Ayr,  - 

2.  Kilmarnock, 

3.  Mancbline, 
i.  Uayboloi   - 
5.  Girran, 

€b  Stewaiton, 

7.  farrtafl^       - 

8.  loohUbo,  - 

9.  Beith, 
10.  LatgB, 


L 


Average  Hore- 
mie,  1866^7 
and  1857-68. 


Average  Expen- 
diture, 1856-67 
and  1867-68. 


£8,666 
8,256 
2,864 
3,147 
1,055 

226 
.1,688 

897 
1,279 

286 


8  5 

6  2 

15,  2 

16  4 

18  3 

12  0 

2  7 

6  1 

10  0 

0  0 


£17,361  14    0 


£2,062 

2,074 

1,444 

2,196 

748 

170 

846 
886 
163 


18  4 

16  1 

8  9 
4  8 

9  3 
4  10 

14  2 

18  1 

6  0 

10  0 


£11,087    8    8 


On  an  average  of  seventeen  years,  the  revenue  is  stated  by  the 
mmd  cMc  at  Ii.l8.64l4  and  the  expenditure  on  maintenance  at 
{ul  J0(  10$.  6i^  7lu^  corresponds  very  neariv  with  the  above  average 
tfliroyeari 


County 

of 

Ayr. 


Coan^  The  other  items  of  expeniiiture  are  stated  bj  him  as  Ibll<>w6 : — 

o'                 Average  for  new  roads  and  improvements^    •        L.  1,585  12  2 

^^^'                       „           toll-houses,  gates,  etc., .            .              353  17  0 

salaries^             .            ...            1,308  17  0 

miscellaneous  disbursements,    .              682  12  0 


99 


L.3,930  18    2 


Statute  Labocts  BoABa. 

The  statute  labour  roads  in  the  countj  of  Ayr  extend  to  about  640  miles. 
The  Trustees  are  the  same  as  for  the  turnpike  roads,  and  in  some  districts 
the  roads  are  managed  by  the  District  Trustees,  whilst  in  other  parts  of  the 
county  each  parish  nas  its  own  distinct  management.  The  monev  levied  in 
each  parish  must,  by  the  statute,  be  expended  within  that  parish,  which 
readers  it  necessary  to  keep  separate  accounts  for  each.  The  assessment  is  by 
a  rate  on  the  real  rent,  levied  from  occupiers.  The  amount  of  the  rate  varies 
according  to  the  wants  of  the  different  parishes.  The  maximum  authorised 
bv  the  Act  is  20s.  per  L.lbO  of  real  value  ;  but  a  deduction  of  one-fourth  is 
allowed  from  the  assessment  on  houses.  The  tax  is  payable  on  all  ^  lands, 
teinds,  fishings,  mills,  mines,  minerals,  limeworks,  tileworks,  brickworks, 
iron«woi-ks,  ketones  and  manufacturing  establishments,  coalworks,  quar- 
ries, canals,  railways,  houses,  buildings,  and  pther  heritages  in  the 
county."  In  assessing  railways,  however,  it  is  provided  that  they  shall 
only  pay  "  in  respect  of  lands  and  houses  acquired  and  held  by  them,  in 
the  said  county,  for  the  purposes  of  their  railways ;  and  that  the  annual 
value  of  such  lands  and  houses  shall  be  taken  and  fixed  at  L.5  per 
centum  on  the  whole  sums  paid  by  such  companies  respectively  for  the 
purchase  of  the  lands  and  houses  so  acquired  by  them." 

In  20  out. of  the  46  parishes  in  the  county,  the  assessment  is  levied  at 
the  maximum  rate  of  20s.  In  the  others,  it  varies  from  that  amount  to 
8s.  4d.,  which  is  the  lowest  rate  in  any  parish. 

The  state  handed  in  by  Mr  M'Murtrie,  the  general  clerk  (see  his 
evidence,  page  411),  shows  the  average  amount  levied  in  each  paiish,  the 
gross  amount  for  the  whole  county,  on  an  average  of  10  years,  being 
stated  at  L.4,343, 9s.  lid. 

The  expense  of  collecting  this  revenue  varies  in  the  different  panshes 
from  3^  to  8  per  cent.,  the  average  being  about  6  per  cenL 

The  expense  of  surveyors  is  stated  at  about  7  per  c^it.  additional. 


Bbidqb  Mohet. 

The  County  Act  provides  for  a  separate  levy  of  bridge  money,  which  is 
applicable  to  bridges  both  on  statute  labour  and  turnpike  roads.  It  is 
levied  on  the  same  descriptions  of  property,  and  in  the  same  manner,  as 
the  statute  labour  assessment.  The  maximum  rate  authorised  bj  the 
Act  is  4fl.  2d.  per  L.100  sterling  of  real  rent,  or  |d.  per  L.1,  which  is  the 
rate  usually  levied,  producing  on  an  avenge  about  L.l,400L 

Half  the  fund  is  alloeat^  Jfor  nev  bridges,  and  the  other  Jhalf  fi>r 
repairs. 

BUBOHS. 

Apr, — ^There  are  about  4  miles  of  turnpike  roads  within  the  town  of 
Ayr,  kept  up  by  the  Turnpike  Trustees;  and  they  also  maintain  the 
Bridge  of  Ayr  and  40  yards  of  approach  on  the  town  side.    The  sur- 
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Tejor  estimatea  tbe  cost  of  maintaining  these  4  miles  of  road  at  L.60       County 

to  L.70  per  mile,  or  about  .      «      .  .        L.260    0    0  ^^ 

Tbe  magistrates  are  stated  to  hare  expended  on  streets  ^^^* 

and  roads  within  the  burgh,  on  an  average  of  the' 

last  seven  jears,  .  .  L.268    0    0 

Or,  deducting  the  average  amount  for 

drainage^  07    0    0 

171    0    0 

One-third  of  the  statute  labour  money  of  the  parish  of 

Ayr  is  annually  paid  over  to  the  magistrates  for 

maintenance  of  roads,  but  is  not  kept  by  them  sepa- 

ratdy  from  tbe  common  funds  of  tne  burgh.    Tliis 

is  stated  to  amount  on  an  average  to  about  70    0    0 

There  is  a  causeway  and  fair  custom  levied  in  the 

burgh,  which  ori^ally  was  intended  for  upholding 

the  streets.    It  is  likewise  paid  into  the  Common 

Good,  and  is  stated  to  average  about  120    0    0 

There  are  4  tolls  levied  within  the  Parliamentary  boundary  of  the  burgh. 

Irvine The  whole  roads  and  streets  within  the  burgh  extend  to 

about  f  I  miles. 
Whereof—  Yards. 

The  Turnpike  Road  Trustees  maintain  . .  2,800 


The  Bridge  Trustees, 
The  SUtute  Labour  Trustees, 
The  Harbour  Trustees, 
The  Burgh, 


270 
3,000 
1,500 
2,200 


Tota],  about  6)  miles,  or     .  9,770  yds. 

The  bnigh  receives  one-third  of  the  statute  labour  assessment  within  the 
ptrish  of  Irvine,  for  upholding  the  statute  labour  roads  within  the  burgh. 

The  sum  annually  expended  is  about  L.30. 

There  are  2  toll-bars  within  the  Parliamentary  boundaries,  and  one 
unmediatelj  beyond  the  boundary. 

KUmamock. — ^There  are  9,000  yards  of  road  within  the  burgh  pre- 
MQtly  upheld  by  the  Turnpike  Road  Trustees.  There  are  4  toll-bars 
vithin  the  Faxiiamentary  boundary,  and  one  immediately  beyond  it. 

The  other  streets  are  maintained  either  at  the  expense  of  the  proprie- 
tois  or  out  of  the  statute  labour  fan&B,  the  revenue  derived  from  which  is 
L.270  per  annum.  The  rate  is  levied  at  the  maximum.  There  is  no 
custom  or  causeway  mail  applicable  to  the  maintenance  of  the  roads. 

From  the  fore^foing  statement,  and  the  Abstracts  which  will  be  found 
m  the  Appendix,  it  appears  that  the  average  annual  cost  of  maintenance 
of  the  rQ«ds  and  bridges  in  the  county  of  Ayr  is  as  follows  : — 

Turnpike  roads,       ....      L.1 1,097    d    2 
Statute  labour  roads,  4,348    9  11 

re  money,  ....  1,400    0    0 


L.16,840  13  1 
The  debt  afieeting  the  turnpike  roads  appears  to  be  as  follows  :*— 
fitbacription  debts  and  money  borrowed  on  se- 
curity of  the  tolls  only,  .            .            .        L.79,218    6  4 
Accumulated  interest,                    .                       55,526    7  5 

L.134,744  12  9 

Funds  in  hand,      ....            6,094  14  2 

L.128,649  18  7 
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County 

of  rv.  COUNTY  OF  BANFF. 

Banff. 

The  public  roads  in  the  county  of  Banff  extend  to  663  miles,  viz.  :— 
144j  miles  of  turnpike,  asd  616  miles  of  statute  labour  roads,  and  about 
2|  miles  of  roads  and  bridges  under  the  charge  of  the  Highland  Roads 
and  Bridges  Commissioners. 

TuBMPJKfi  Roads  ajxd  Bridges. 

The  turnpike  roads  are  regulated  by  a  local  Act  passed  in  1804,  aud 
renewed  in  1825  and  1846  (and  which  also  applies  to  the  statute  labour 
roads). 

The  qualification  for  a  turnpike  trustee  is  the  possession  of  land  valued 
at  L.lOO  Scots  valued  rent»  or  being  a  subscriber  to  the  amount  of  L.lOO 
sterling. 

There  are  13  separate  turnpike  trusts,  besides  2  bridge  trusts — all  with 
separate  officers. 

The  number  of  tolls  in  the  county  is  32,  and  the  revenue  derived  from 
them  in  1858  was  L.d,652,  10s.  9d. 

1.   The  Aherhur  and  Inveravon  TumpUe, 
Length,  10  miles  2  furlongs  156  yards,  with  two  tolls. 

1866-57.  1867-58. 

Revenue,  L.  219  13    9        L.203  18    9 

Maintenance  and  management,  .  159    0    6  138    8    4 

The  surveyor  has  L.IO,  and  the  clerk  L.5,  5s. 

The  debt  at  May  1858  consisted  of— 

Original  subscriptions,  L.2,259  3  0 

Borrowed  money  (since  paid  off),  200  0  0 

Interest  unpaid,           ....  14,762  18  4 

L.17,222     1    4 

"^  ■■        — 


No  interest  has  ever  been  paid  on  the  subscription  debt ;  but  at  Whitsun- 
day ]859t  there  was  in  bank  L.141  available  for  a  dividend.  The  railway 
has  improved  the  revenue,  and  a  farther  rise  is  expected. 

2.  Boat  o/Bridf^e  7\irtipike. 

Length,  6  miles  7  furlongs  115  yards — whereof  about  IJ  miles  in  Moray- 
shire.   There  are  two  tolls. 

1856-57.  1867-58. 

Revenue,             .            .            .        L.167    0    6  L.282    5  10 

Maintenance  and  salaries,            .             99    3    4  140    2    5 
The  surveyor  has  L.5,  and  the  clerk  L.3,  ds. 

The  debt  at  May  1858  consisted  of—- 
Subscription  debt  due  to  parties  interested  in 

the  ddstrict-,  ....       L.  1,775    3    8^ 

Arrears  of  interest  at  5  per  cent.,       .  7,474  19    5^ 

Debt  to  Great  North  of  Seotknd  Radlway  Oo.,  472    7    1 

L.9,722  10    3 


The  Railway  Company  paid  off  a  sum  of  borrowed  money,  and  took  an 
assignation  to  the  debt— part  of  which  has  now  been  paid  off.  They  re- 
ceive 5  per  cent.,  after  2^  per  cent,  has  been  paid  on  the  subscription 
debt ;  but  the  expenditure  is  limited  to  L.44,  and  as  it  has  exceeded  this, 
no  interest  has  been  paid  on  the  subscriptions,  and  none  was  ever  ptid 
before  the  agreeraeat  with  the  Railwaj. 


J 


3.  Tbs  Bobarm  Su$pen9ion  Bridge  .     Coimty 

over  the  Spej,  was  built  in  1830,  bj  subscriptions,  amount-  ^anf  . 

ingto         .  .  .  .  L.2525    0    0 

And  the  Trustees  bomwedy  on  personal  secoiity,  850    0    0 

L.3,375    0    0 


The  rent  of  the  pontage  in  1856-57  was  L.112,  4s.  4d. ;  in  1867-68, 
L.188,  5s.,  and  in  1858-59,  Ii«85.  The  fall  is  cq^osed  by  the  opening  of 
the  railway. 

The  annual  outlay  is  very  uncertain,  the  bridge  being  a  suspension  one, 
with  wooden  supporters. 

The  derk  has  L.2,  ^. ;  and  at  Whitsunday  1858,  there  was  in  bank  a 
balance  of  L.239,  7s. 

4.  The  Botriphnie  Turnpike, 

Len^^  9  miles  1  fiirloog  16  yards,  with  three  tolls. 

1866-57.  1857-58. 

Rerenue,  .  .        L.153    7    0        L.160    0    0 

Mamtenanoe  and  maaageiiMBii,    .  66  13  10  106  12    6 

The  surveyor  has  L.4,  4s.,  and  the  derk  L.4, 4s, 

The  debt  at  Whitsunday  1858  consisted  of— 
Borrowed  on  Bill,  with  personal  obligation  of  the 

Trustees,     .....      L.1000    0    0 
Original  subscriptions,  .  .  .         2,685    0    0 

Accumulated  interest  at  5  per  cent.,    .  .         5,574    5    9 


aiB 


L.  9,259    5     9 


Interest  at  4  per  cent,  is  paid  regularly  on  the  L.  1,000 ;  b^t  nothing 
has  ever  been  paid  on  the  subscription  debt. 

6.  The  Boyndie  Turnpike 

extends  to  12  miles  7  furlongs  57  yards,  with  three  tolls. 

1866-57.  1857-58. 

Rcrenue,                         .            .        L.377  11    0  L.365'    8    6 

Maintenance  and  management,   .            378    8    9  486    111 
The  surveyor  has  L.16,  and  the  clerk  L.8. 

The  debt  at  Whitsunday  1858  consisted  of — 
Original  subscriptions,  .  .  L. 4,330  12     6 

Accumulated  interest  at  5  per  cent.,  .  .        19,273    5    9 

L.23,603  18    3 


One-half  of  the  whole  debt  is  held  by  the  Great  North  of  Scotland 
Railway  Company. 

Until  within  tlie  last  three  years,  2}  per  cent,  interest  was  paid  on  the 
nihscription  debt ;  but  the  road  had  been  allowed  to  fall  into  disrepair, 
and  latterly  the  whole  revenue  has  beeu  required  for  putting  it  in  good 
order.    The  railway  to  Banff  is  likely  to  affect  it  injuriously  in  future. 

6.  The  CuUen  Turnpike. 
Length,  11  milea  5  &idMig«  162  yards,  with  two  tolls,  and  half  of  another 

s^ed  with  fixuie  Trust. 

J  856-67.  1857-58. 

Reveme,  .  .        L.230  11    8        K20a    3  10 

*  Hainteiuraee  and  manifpement,    .  294  11     7  389  17    9 

The  surveyor  has  L.7»  10s.,  and  the  derk  L.5. 
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County  The  debt  ae  at  Whitsondaj  1868  ccmnfited  of— 

BmIE.  Original  subscriptions,  L.4y651  17    2 

Interest  aocumulated  at  6  per  ecnt.^  .  .       25JMS    1    1 

L.30,21d  18    3 


L.500  was  divided  among  the  subscribers  about  five  years  ago;  and 
since  then  L.274,  3s.  2d,  has  accumulated,  and  is  now  in  bank. 

7.  The  Deskford  Tmmpike. 

Length,  10  miles  2  furlongs  207  yards,  with  two  tolls. 

1866.57.  1867-58. 

Reyenue,  .        L.126  10    0        L.121    0    0 

Maintenance  and  management,  .  310    5  11  202    1    7 

The  surveyor  has  L.7»  lOs.,  and  the  derk  L.5. 

The  debt  at  Whitsunday  1858  consisted  of— 
Balance  of  loan  from  Lord  Seafield,  .  L.  1,200    0    0 

Original  subscriptions,  .  2,361    4    2 

Interest  at  5  per  cent,  (viz.,  simple  interest  on  the 
borrowed  money,  and  compound  intemi  on  the 
subscription  debt),  .  .  .  6468    2    3 

L.9,719    6    5 


Balance  in  bank  at  credit,  L.79  17    1 

No  interest  has  ever  been  paid  on  the  sabscripti<His. 

8.  The  Eastside  Bridffe, 

over  the  Deveron,  is  a  stone  stmcture,  built  partly  by  subscriptions,  and 

partly  by  donations  from  proprietors  in  the  two  adjoining  counties  of 

Banff  and  Aberdeen. 

1856-57.  1857-58. 

Pontage  rent,      .  .  .        L.155    0    0        L.226    0    0 

Maintenance  and  management,  •  26  110  1826 

The  surveyor  has  L.l,  and  the  cletk  L.8,  8s.     L.16  is  annually  paid 

into  a  sinking  fund  for  extra  repairs,  which  amounted,  at  Whitsunday 

1858,toL.]6l,  7fl.  8d. 

The  debt  at  that  date  consisted  of—- 

Original  subscriptions,  .  .  L.735    0    ^ 

Interest  accumulated  thereon,  826    7    9 


L.1,561     7    9 


7^  per  cent,  has  been  paid  on  the  subscriptions, — 4  per  cent  for  in- 
terest, and  3i  for  reduction  of  capital. 

9.  The  Enzie  Turnpike, 

m 

Length,  6  miles  6  furlongs  89  yards,  with  two  tolls,  one  of  which  is  shared 

with  the  Cullen  Trust. 

1856-57.  1857-58. 

Revenue,  .  L.114    8  10        L.125  11     0 

Maintenance  and  management,    .  76    6    6  116    8    9 

The  surveyor  has  L.4,  148.  4d.,  and  the  derk  L.6. 
The  debt  at  Whitsunday  1858  consisted  of— 

Original  subscriptions,  .  .  .    L.1,491  12    9 

Accumulated  compound  interest  at  6  per  cent.,        7,621  17    9 


L.9,113  10    6 


dB 


The  Duke  of  Bicliraond  is  sole  creditor,  but  is  not  likely  to  receive 
any  interest  in  future,  as  the  revenue  will  scarcely  suffice  for  repairs. 

II.  The  Forgkn  Tnmpik9. 

Length,  II  miles  6  furlongs,  with  two  bars. 

1856-67.  1867-58. 

Bevenue,                                            L.  106    0    0  L.145    0    0 

Maintenance  and  management,   .             93  18    3  182  17    3 
The  surveyor  has  L.6,  and  the  clerk  L.5»  6a* 

The  debt  at  Wfaiteunday  1868  con^ted  of—- 
Money  borrowed  from  two  of  the  Trustees,  L.614    0    0 

Original  subscriptions,  .  .  2,608  16    9 

Arrears  of  interest  on  subscription  debt,  at  6  per 
cent.,  .....    12»a39    8    & 

L.15,422    4    2 


No  faiteKst  has  ever  been  paid  or  calculated  on  the  L.614,  and  none 
paid  on  the  subscription  debt  since  1860.  The  revenue  is  expected  to 
continue  sufficient  for  maintenance* 

12.  The  Keith  Tltmjnle. 

Length,  7  miles,  whereof  6  miles  are  in  Banffshire,  and  1  in  Elgin. 

There  are  two  tolls. 

1866-67.  1857-58. 

Revenue,  .  L.294     9    0        L.271  19    0 

Maintenance,  etc.,  516    8    0  257    3     1 

The  expenditure,  in  the  former  of  these  years,  includes  the  cost  of  a 
new  toll-house. 

The  surveyor  has  L.IO,  and  the  clerk  L.5. 
The  revenue  has  suffered  materially  from  the  railway ;  but  there  is  no 
debt,  and  aiiia^lfifia  the  balance  in  bank  was  L.279,  3s.  8d. 


Banff. 


BeporL  zlvii 

If  simple  interest  only  were  calenlated^  the  total  debt  would  be  reduced      Comity 
to  L5,263,  28.  9d.  ^f^ 

On  an  average  of  the  last  14  yean,  about  L.76  per  annum  has  been 
divided  as  interest. 

A  ttnall  smn  of  L.36  is  in  hand ;  but  the  revenue  is  decreasing,  owing 
to  the  operation  of  the  railway. 

10.  The  Foehdbefi  Tumpihe, 

Lengthy  6  miles  149  yards,  with  one  toll. 

JVbf0.^Alihough  a  Banffsfaite  Trust,  this  road,  which  is  a  continuar 
tion  of  the  Keith  turnpike,  is  wholly  in  the  county  of  Elgin. 

1866-67.  1867-68. 

Bevenue,  .  L.261  10    0       L.246    6    6 

This  year  the  toll  has  fWlIen  to  L.60, 
in  consequence  of  the  o|»eiiing  of 
the  Inverness  Railway. 
Mamtenanoe  and  management,    .  143    2    1  164    0    6 

The  surveyor  has  Ud*  lis.  lOd.*  and  the  clerk  L.6. 
The  debt  at  Wliitsunday  1868  consisted  of— 
Origmal  suhscrintions,  .  .    L.2,747    6    0 

Interest  accumulated  at  6  per  cent,    .  6,245    9  11 

L.8,992  14  11 


xlviii  Mepofi. 

County  13'  I%e  Mantoeh 

S^ff,  Lengthy  20  miles  218  yards,  with  three  tolls,  and  the  half  of  another, 

shared  with  the  Huntly  Trust  (Aberdeenshire.) 

1856-67.  1857-58. 

Rerenue,              .                        .        L.655  16    4  L.597  18    4 

Muntenance  and  management,   .            572    7    3  486     2    9 
The  surveyor  has  L.25,  and  the  clerk  JL.IO. 

The  debt  at  May  1858  consisted  of— 

Original  subscriptions,  .  .     L.6,313     7     0 

Arrears  of  interest  at  5  per  cent.,  .      39,454  14    8 

L.45,768     1     8 


Dividends  are  paid  at  intervals — ^the  last,  in  1856,  was  2)  per  cent,  on 
the  subscriptions  ;  another  at  the  same  rale  may  be  paid  this  year. 
This  road  will  also  be  a£fected  by  the  railway. 

14.  The  Pori-Gardon  Turnpike. 

Length,  8  miles  110  yards,  with  two  tolls. 

1856.57.  1857-5a 

Revenue,  .  .        L.226    0    0        L.147  17    9 

Maintenance  and  management,    .  291  12    1  245    3    3 

The  surveyor  has  L.5,  13s.  lOd.,  and  the  clerk  L.8. 

The  debt  at  Whitsunday  1858  consisted  of— 

Borrowed  on  security  of  Duke  of  Richmond,  .  L.600  0    0 

Do.  from  bank,             .            .  .  213  15  11 

Original  subscriptions,              .            .  .  750  0    0 

Interest  accumulated  at  5  per  cent.,  .  2,594  9    6 

L.4,158    5    5 


Interest  has  been  paid  r^ularl^  at  4  per  cent,  on  the  borrowed  moneji 
but  this'is  only  accomplished  hj  increasing  the  debt  to  the  bank. 
The  revenue  is  not  ukely  to  improve. 

15.  Tke  Portic^,  KeUh,  and  Huntfy  Turnpike. 

Length,  20  miles  5  furlongs,  with  three  tolls. 

1856-57.  1857-58. 

Revenue,             .            .                   L.307  17    0  L.313    0    0 

Maintenance  and  management,    .           251  18    8  303    4    0 
The  surveyor  has  L.20,  and  the  clerk  L.IO. 

The  debt  at  Whitsunday  1858  consisted  of— 

Original  subscriptions,  .    L.4,933  10    0 

Accumulated  interest  at  5  per  cent.,    .  .      22,323  16    1 

L.27,257    6    1  " 


About  3  oer  cent,  interest  has  been  paid  on  the  subscriptions,  on  an 
average  of  the  last  20  years.  There  has  been  no  dividend  for  two  yean, 
in  consequence  of  the  heavy  cost  of  repairs.  The  revenue  is  decreasing, 
and  is  expected  to  be  materially  injured  by  the  opening  of  the  railway  to 
Portsoy  and  Banff. 

The  Great  North  of  Scotland  Railway  Company  hM  one-half  of  the 
debt  and  interest  accrued  thereon.  They  paid  each  subscriber  one-hwi 
of  his  subscription,  on  his  making  over  to  them  his  right  to  the  other  halt 
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16.  Th4  Twilwn  Turnpike;  CooDtf 

exteodiiig  in  all  io  13  nules,  has  8  miles  in  the  coanty  of  Banff— 4:]ie  re-        Bautf. 
mainder  being  in  the  county  of  Aberdeen. — (See  Aberdeen,  No.  19.) 

17.  Th$  Turriff  Turnpike, 
extending  to  20  miles  6  furlongs,  has  about  8  miles  4  furlongs  within  the 
county  of  Banff,  and  the  remaining  17  miles  2  furlongs  in  Aberdeenshire. 
—{See  Aberdeeo,  No.  20.) 

Pabliamcivtart  Roads  and  Bbidqjbs. 

18.  The  Speyside  Road 

h  a  Parliamentary  road,  under  the  charge  of  the  Commissioners  for  High- 
land Roads  and  Bridges.  It  is  situated  partly  in  the  county  of  Banff,  and 
partly  in  Moray — Ij  miles  being  in  the  former,  and  5  miles  1  furlong  615 
jards  in  the  latter  county. 

The  total  expense  of  maintenance  of  the  part  in'  the  county  of  Banff  is 
L.12, 2s.  lOd.— of  which  three-fourths  are  paid  by  the  county,  and  one- 
fourth  by  the  Commissioners,  besides  the  expense  of  management. 

19.  Craigelktchie  Bridge 

(with  1  mile  of  approaches)  is  also  under  the  Highland  Roads  and  Bridges 
Commissioners.  Three-fourths  of  the  annual  expenditure  is  borne  equally 
by  the  counties  of  Moray  and  Banff.  The  half  of  the  total  expenditure 
cbaigeable  on  Banff  was  last  year  L.14,  10b.  8d.,  of  whieh  the  Commis- 
sioners bear  one-fourth. 

Statute  Laboub  Roads. 

The  statute  labour  roads  in  the  county  of  Banff  are  regulated  under  the 
Turnpike  Act  of  1)304  (44  Geo.  III.  cap.  81),  which  was  declared  per* 
petual,  as  regards  statute  labour,  in  the  Act  of  1825. 

The  county  is  divided  into  five  statute  labour  districts,  viz. : — Banff, 
Aherchirder,  Chillen,  Keith,  and  Charlestown.  The  Trustees  are  ^o* 
prieton  poBse^^d  of  the  necessary  qualification  in  each  parish.  The 
money  raised  in  each  parish  is  expendea  within  the  parish.  The  maximum 
nte  is  levied,  beine  4bs.  sterling  on  the  L.lOO  Scots  valued  rent.  The 
usessment  is  levied  from  the  proprietors,  who  have  a  power  of  recovering 
three-fourths  from  their  tenants.  A  good  deal  of  assistance  is  given  gra- 
toitoosly  by  the  farmers  in  carting  materials,  without  which  the  assessment 
would  in  general  be  altogether  iimdequate  to  keep  the  roads  in  good  order. 

Till  recently*  it  was  the  practice  in  the  county  of  Banff  to  allow  each 
proprietor  to  expend  the  statute  labour  money  leviable  from  his  property. 
The  result  of  this  system  was,  that  in  cases  where  there  were  no  puhnc 
roadi,  or  but  a  small  extent  of  them  on  a  property,  a  large  balance  of 
statate  labour  money  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  proprietor  unexpended, 
whilst  many  roads  in  the  same  parish  or  district  were  allowed  to  get  into 
disrepair  for  want  of  funds,  or  were  only  kept  up  by  over-expenditure  on 
the  part  of  other  proprietors,  beyond  the  amount  of  their  liabilities.  Sur- 
veyors are  now,  however,  being  appointed  for  each  district,  at  whose  sight 
the  fbnds  wiU  be  laid  out  in  the  different  parishes. 

The  statute  labour  roads  in  the  five  districts  extend  in  all  to  about  516 
miles,  and  the  anooimt  assessed  in  each  district  may  be  stated  as  follows : — 

1.  Banff,  (estimated  length), 

2«  Aberchixder,  „ 

3.  CuUen, 

4.  Keith, 
<•  Charlestown  or  Aberlour, 


n 


Miles. 

£   8. 

d. 

•   84 

833  9 

0 

90 

204  7 

8 

130 

660  0 

0 

108 

392  18 

1 

104 

244  19 

6 

616 

1,736  14 

3 

n 


1 


Mepofi. 


County 

of 
Banff. 


The  statute  labour  funds  are  not  applied  ezclusirelj  to  the  repair  of 
roads,  but  are  also  applied  for  making  new  roads.  For  this  purpose  appli- 
cation has  to  be  made  to  the  Trustees  to  allocate  a  part  of  the  funds ; 
and  they  are  empowered  to  borrow  money  on  security  of  the  assessments. 

Bridge  Monet. 
There  is  no  separate  lery  of  bridge  money  in  the  county  of  Banff. 

BuRons. 

Banff. — Portions  of  the  roads  and  streets  within  the  Parliamentary 
boundaries  are  maintained  by  the  Turnpike  Trust eefr-~extending  in  all  to 
1  mile  4  furlongs  110  yards,  the  estimated  annual  cost  being  L.50. 

The  other  roads  and  streets  are  maintained  out  of  the  statute  labour 
assessment,  which  is  levied  on  occupants  at  the  rate  of  3d.  per  £  ster- 
ling of  rent,  and  Is.  6d.  on  each  horse.  About  L.67  is  annually  expended 
from  this  source  on  the  streets  of  the  burgh ;  and  in  consequence  of  a 
large  ezpenditiure  in  putting  the  streets  in  repair,  a  debt  of  L.d70  was 
contracted,  which  has  now  been  reduced  to  L.266,  Ids.  6d. 

The  assessment  within  the  burgh  is  under  the  management  of  the  Police 
Commissioners,  having  been  transferred  to  them  from  the  Statute  Labour 
Trustees  by  the  local  Police  Act,  passed  in  1840. 

The  Parliamentary  boundaries  of  Banff  are  very  extensive,  and  com- 
prehend the  town  of  Macduff,  at  the  distance  of  a  mile,  situated  in  a 
different  parish,  and  separated  from  Banff  by  a  river,  with  police  com- 
missnoners  of  its  own.  The  expenditure  stated  above  applies  to  the 
nranicipal  burgh  of  Banff  only. 

Cfullen, — ^The  turnpike  road  passes  through  the  burgh  of  Cullen,  and 
is  maintained  by  the  Turnpike  Trustees,  to  the  extent  of  about  1  mile. 

The  other  streets  and  roads  are  maintained  out  of  the  statute  labour 
ffands.  The  rate  of  assessment  on  householders  varies  from  6d.  to  8d.  per 
£,  and  on  land  the  rate  is  4d.  per  £  of  rent. 

The  average  assessment  annually  levied  and  expended  within  the  burgh 
is  about  L.63. 

There  is  one  toll-bar  immediately  adjoining  the  Parliamentary  boundary. 

In  CuUen,  and  other  small  towns  in  the  district,  the  assessment  has 
hitherto  been  laid  oat  on  the  roads  and  streets,  by  the  proprietors  of  the 
land  on  which  the  towns  are  built.  Lord  Seafield*s  factor  lays  out  the 
road-money  in  Cullen. 

From  the  foregoing  Statement,  and  the  Abstracts  in  the  Appendix,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  average  cost  of  roads  in  the  county  of  Banff  is  as  followB : — 
Turnpike  roads  and  bridges,    .  .  .     L.3,233  16     3 

Parliamentary  roads  and  bridges,         .  .  35     9     6 

Statute  labour  roads,  ,  .  .        1,751  12    3 


L.6,020  17  11 


The  dd)t  consists  of— 

Turtle  debt. 
Secured  by  personal  obligation  of  some  of  the 
Trustees,       .  .  .  .  . 

Do.  on  assignation  to  tolls  only, 
Accumulated  interest, 


Funds  in  hand, 


Siaiute  labour  road  debt, 


.     L.2,450     0  0 

42,449  14  7 

.     169,660  17  6 

L.214.560  12  1 

1,161     0  10 

L.213.399  11  3 

4,276  12  1 

L.217,675     3  4 
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v.— COUNTY  OF  BERWICK. 

The  public  roads  in  the  eountj  of  Berwick  extend  in  all  to  about  620 
mfles— whereof  about  163  miles  are  turnpike  roads,  and  457  statute  labour 
rotda. 

Turnpike  Roads  and  Bridobs. 

'    Tht  Turnpike  Trusts  are  10  in  number,  each  Trust  haying  a  separate 
sttf  of  offieers  and  a  separate  set  of  accounts. 

1.  The  E<utem  District  of  Beruriehkire  Turnpike, 

This  Trust  is  constituted  under  an  Act  passed  in  1832  (2  Will.  IV.» 
cap.  31).     The  road  extends  from  Dunglass  Bridge  to  near  Berwick-^n- 
Tveed-1-a  distance  of  about  18^  miles — with  four  toll-bars,  which  are  let 
annaall^,  and  jield  on  an  average  (including  compositions)  about  L.464. 

Pkvious  to  the  opening  of  the  North  British  Railway,  the  reTenne 
sou>iiDted,  in  184j}>46,  to  L.  1,786, 14s. ;  and  it  has  gradually  decreased 
U^its  present  amount,  which  is  obtained  with  difficulty. 

The  rupcmc  of  maiotenaDce  has  not  at  all  decreased  in  proportion  to 
the  reduction  of  revenue — ^the  road  having  been  allowed  to  get  out  of 
Rpair,  wbidi  has  caused  an  extra  outlay  to  restore  it  to  proper  condition. 
The  expense  of  maintenance  and  managem^t  (exclusive  of  extra 
law  expeiMes  in  J  856-57),  on  an  average  of  three  years,  has  been 
sbsiit    .  ......        L.340    0    0 

The  debt  amounted  in  1828  to  about  .  .    L.l&,500    0    0 

And  was  ccmstituted  by  bonds  and  promissory  notes,  for  which  some  of 
the  Trustees  were  personally  liable. 
M  has  ttow  been  reduced  to  about     .  L.8»500    0    0 

Besides  which,  the  North  British  Railway  Company 
rank  as  postponed  creditors  for  the  sum  received 
^om  them,  viz.,     .....  9,415    0    0 

The  Trustees,  having  paid  up  the  amounts  for  which 
they  were  severally  liable,  took  assignations  to  the 
bonds,  and  are  now  creditors  for  the  above  sum  of 
L.8,500.  At  Whitsunday  1858,  interest  was  paid 
them  at  the  rate  of  2  per  cent,  per  annum ;  but  for 
interest  unpaid  (calculated  at  4  per  cent. ),  they 
are  still  creditors  at  that  date  to  the  amount  of   .  508    8    1 


L.  18,423    8 


2.  The  Coldstream  Bridge  Trust 

Is  possessed  of  a  fund,  which  at  Whitsunday  1858  amounted  to  L.8578, 
1*.  lid. — whereof  L.3,777,  17s.  8d.  is  lent  to  the  Deanbum  District 
Trustees,  and  L.2,446,  10s.  lid.  to  the  Cornhill  District  Trustees,  the 
remainder  being  in  bank,  and  a  small  balance  in  the  clerk's  hands. 

This  Trust,  as  well  as  the  Road  Trusts  Nos.  3  and  4,  are  regulated  by 
tn  Act  passed  in  1846.  The  Act  directs  the  surplus  to  be  accumulated 
till  it  amounts  to  L.10,000,  when,  after  providing  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  bridge,  etc.,  the  revenue  will  be  applicable  towards  the  repair  of  the 
Cornhill  and  Deanburn  District  Turnpikes. 

The  outlay  on  the  bridge  is  trifling,  and  probably  under  L.20 ;  besides 
which,  L.14,  16s.  is  paid  as  compensation  to  a  ferry  boat ;  and  the  ex- 
pense of  joanagement  is  L.25 ;  making  in  all  about  L.60. 


County 

of 
Berwick. 


n 
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of  3.  The  Deanbwm  Dighict  of  the  Ghreenlaw  Turnpike, 

Which  is  part  of  the  great  mail  road  from  Edinburgh  to  London,  extends 
to  23 i  miles,  on  which  there  are  three  toll-bars^  brides  check-gates,  and 
one-half  of  another  toll,  which  is  divided  with  the  Comhill  District  Trust. 
The  toll  revenue,  on  a  three  years*  average,  is  about  L.615.  Previous  to 
the  introduction  of  railways  in  1856-67  it  was  as  high  as  L. 2,320, 1^  9(1., 
and  no  compensation  was  obtained  for  loss  of  traffic. 

The  revenue  from  coaches  alone  was  nearly  as  much  as  the  present  total 
revenue ;  and  for  some  years  the  Trustees  were  enabled  to  pay  oflF  debts 
at  the  rate  of  above  L. 2,000  a-year.  ^        , 

A  decrease  has  taken  place  in  the  cost  of  maintenance,  bat  not  in  any 
degree  proportionate  to  the  loss  of  revenue.  In  1846-47  it  cost  L.1,108, 
10s.  7d.,  and  on  an  average  of  the  last  three  years  about  L.565. 

A  very  heavy  debt  was  incurred,  on  the  personal  liability  of  some  of  the 
Trustees,  in  making  and  improving  this  great  trunk  road,  which  was 
much  more  of  a  national  than  a  local  character,  and  on  a  scale  far  ex- 
ceeding what  was  necessary  for  local  purposes.  No  less  than  L. 2 1,000 
seem  to  have  been  expended  in  improvements  alone  since  1827. 

The  amount  of  bonded  debt  at  Whitsunday  1858  was    L.  13,357  17    8 
Of  this  the  Trustees  who  were  personally  liable 
were  compelled  to  pay  up,  and  are  now  credit 
tors  for,       .  .  ,        L.9,580    0    0 

And  there  is  due  to  Coldstream 
Bridge  Trust,  as  already  men- 
tioned,        .  .  .  3,777  17    8 

.         13,357  17   8 

Interest  w  paid  on  the  Coldstream  Bridge  debt  (which  is  prefei^e) 
at  3}  per  cent.,  and  on  the  others  at  rates  varying  in  different  years,  from 
2  to  4  per  cent.,  according  to  the  state  of  the  funds. 

4.  The  Comhill  District  of  the  Greenlaw  Tumpiie 

Extends  to  29  miles  (whereof  1  mile  130  yards  in  England),  with  five  tolls, 
besides  a  mutual  toll,  which  is  shared  with  the  Deanburn  District 

The  tolls  are  annually  let — the  revenue  for  last  year  having  been  ^'^  v; 
128.    The  funds  have  been  improving  in  consequence  of  traffic  to  to 
Comhill  Station  of  the  railway.  ^ 

The  expenditure  on  maintenance  and  management  for  the  year  1857-^ 
was  L.569,  2s.  6d.  , 

In  1828,  when  the  Comhill  District  first  became  separate  from  tnc 
Peanbum  Trust,  the  Trustees  in  the  latter  district  took  upon  then\^Tr 
five-eighths  of  the  previously  existing  debt,  whilst  the  Deanburn  Dwtn 
took  the  remaining  three>eighths,  being  L.2,509,  168.  4d.  ^^^ 

The  present  debt  amounts  to  L.2,446,  10s.  lid.,  due  to  the  ^^^^^ 
Bridge  Trust,  as  already  explained,  and  on  which  interest  ie  V^^  r  li 
per  cent.  But  there  are  assets  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees,  consisting 
an  heritable  bond  for  L.1,200,  and  other  fnnds  in  bank,  which  more  t»w» 
meet  the  debt,  and  show  a  balance  in  favour  of  the  Trust  of  i^^^  ' 
13s.  lid. 


5.  The  Dwnee  and  Wiwlruther  Tumpihe, 

Which  is  under  a  separate  Act  passed  in  1846,  extends  to  10  niil«»  ^^ 
one  toll-bar,  which  is  always  let — the  revenue  last  year  ^^^^S^-^^^, 
the  expenditure  L.49,  which  is  wholly  for  repairs,  as  both  clerk  ana 
veyor  act  gratuitously.  ,     ^ 

The  debt,  which  at  Whitsunday  1868  amounted  to  L.3,628, 38. 7a.,  ^.^ 
jncurred  principally,  in  making  tne  road,  by  parties  interested  m  tn 
trict,  who  have  never  received  any  interest  on  their  contributions. 
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There  was  a  balance  in  bank  at  Wbitaundaj  1858  amounting  to  L.461,  Coantj 
3s.  3d.,  which  conld  be  applied  to  meet  any  deficiency  in  revenue,  bnt  _  ^^.  , 
this  is  seldom  required.  Berwick. 

6.  Th$  Middle  IHitrict  Turnpike  Trust, 

Gonttituted  under  an  Act  passed  in  1832,  has  become  divided  into  two 
fetinet  sections,  for  which  there  are  separate  accounts  kept.    These  are — 

The  Middle  District  Proper,  and 
The  Upsettlington  Branch. 

The  Middle  District  Turnpike  Proper  extends  to  upwards  of  68  miles, 
lith  nine  tolls  and  a  check-bar.  These  are  let,  and  produce  a  revenue  of 
ihmt  L.  1,38(1,  which  is  pretty  stationary  in  amount.  It  fell  about  L.400, 
in  consequence  of  the  withdrawal  of  licenses  from  toll-houses. 

The  expenditure  on  maintenance  and  management,  for  the  year  ending 
Wlitflmday  1858,  was  L.  1,476, 18s.;  but  this  was  unduly  increased  by 
some  extra  works.  With  this  exception,  the  annual  revenue  has  always 
been  sufficient  to  meet  the  expenditure. 

The  debt  has  been  entirely  paid  off. 

7.  The  Upaettlingtcn  Branch  of  the  Middle  Dietriet  Turnpike 

Is  12  miles  in  length,  with  one  toll,  which  is  let, — ^the  average  rent  for 
tlie  last  three  years  being  about  L.240. 

The  expenditure,  on  an  arerage  of  the  last  fire  years,  has  been  about 
L125. 

There  has  always  been  a  surplus  of  revenue  over  expenditure. 

The  existing  debt  b  composed  of  L.  1,000,  due  imder  a  personal  bond 
bfthe  Trustees ;  but  to  meet  this  there  was  a  balance  in  bank,  at  Whit- 
uday  1858,  of  Ij.242,  16s.  9d. 

8.  The  Ladykirk  and  Norhcm  Bridge  Trutt., 

Which  is  constituted  under  an  Act  passed  in  1838  (1  and  2  Vict.,  cap. 
68),  is  purely  a  pontage  on  a  bridge  over  the  Tweed,  at  Norham,  which 
vas  erected  by  subscription — the  total  amount  being  limited  by  the  Act 

lo  Ljb,ooo. 

The  pontage  is  always  let»  and  produces  on  an  average  about  Ij.350. 

The  expenditure  on  the  bridge,  and  three-fourths  of  a  mile  of  ap- 
pnNiches,  was  last  year  L.26,  IDs.  9d. 

The  bridge  is  a  wooden  one,  and  was  entirely  restored  in  1852,  with  the 
exoepiiou  of  the  stone  piers,  at  a  cost  of  L. 2,446,  Is.  lid.  This  sum, 
wiiich  was  borrowed  from  bank,  has  all  been  repaid,  and  there  is  now  in 
bank  a  balance  of  L.478,  5s.  8d.  at  the  credit  of  the  Trustees. 

The  creditors  who  subscribed  the  L.8,000  received  a  dividend  of  4  per 
ent  in  1840,  and  a  similar  dividend  in  1850.  Another  dividend  of  8  per 
Cent,  is  expected  to  be  paid  shortly ;  and  if  no  extra  repairs  are  required, 
it  is  supposed  that  4  per  cent,  may  be  paid  regularly  in  future. 

The  oeditotv  bold  no  personal  security  for  their  advances. 

0.  The  Whitebum  and  KtUo  Turnpike  Trust 

Is  constituted  under  the  Act  39  Geo.  III.,  cap.  3,  1799, — ^renewed  in 
1820,  and  again  in  1847.  The  road  extends  to  11  miles  3  fbrlongs 
43  yards,  with  two  toll-bars,  which  are  always  let, — the  average  revenue 
Ant  the  last  five  years  having  been  about  L.164,  besides  a  smiul  revenue 
from  interest  of  money  in  bank. 

The  average  expenditure  for  the  last  five  years  on  ordinary  repairs  and 
Bttoagement  has  been  L.162. 

The  revenue  haa  been  much  impaired  by  the  effect  of  the  railway. 
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Couniy       The  average  annual  income,  from  1842  to  1847,  was  L.392,  and  the  ordi^ 

^^  nary  expenditure  L.262.     There  is  now  very  little  through  traffic  left. 

Berwick.         r^^  ^^^  |^^  Whitsunday  1858  consisted  of  suhscriptions  by  parties  in- 

terested  in  the  district  towards  making  the  road,         L. 4,885     8     9 
Accumulated  simple  interest  on  these  subscriptbns, 
calculated  at  6  per  cent.,  11,618  14  10 

The  subscribers  have  at  different  times  received  dividends,  in  name  of 
interest,  to  the  amount  of  50  per  cent.,* on  their  original  subscriptionsy  but 
such  payments  have  always  been  attributed  to  interest. 
There  was  at  last  audit  in  bank,  L.890    6    5 

And  in  the  derk's  hands,     .  91     0    4( 

L.981     g     9t 

10.  The  Mertotm  Bridge  TruH 

Is  constituted  under  an  Act  passed  8th  June  1837,  and  comprehends  the 
bridge  and  approaches.  The  money  for  its  erection  was  raised  bj  sub- 
scription, to  the  amount  of     .  .  .  .        L.i,700    0    0 

And  there  was  borrowed,     ....  4,850    0    0 

This  latter  sum  was  raised  on  the  personal  security  of  four  parties  locally 
interested,  and  who  have  had  to  make  good  a  portion  of  the  deficit. 

The  toll  is  let,  and  generally  brings  about  Ii.l50.  There  haa  been 
little  variation  in  the  amount  for  four  or  five  years  past. 

Previous  to  the  opening  of  the  North  British  Railway  the  average  rent 
was  about  L.230. 

The  annual  expenditure  on  the  approaches  and  toll-house,  indnding 
management,  are  stated  at  about  L.26. 

No  interest  has  ever  been  paid  on  the  subscriptions,  which  may  be  re- 
garded as  entirely  worthless,  but  interest  has  always  been  paid  on  the 
borrowed  money,  at  4  per  cent.  The  North  British  Railway  Company 
have  taken  upon  themselves  the  burden  of  one-fourth  of  that  amount ; 
and  as  the  revenue  of  the  Trust  is  insufficient  to  pay  interest,  after 
defraying  expenses,  the  Railway  Company  have  to  make  good  a  four^ 
part  of  the  interest,  along  with  the  other  parties  liable. 

Statute  Laboub  Roads. 

The  statute  labour  roads  in  Berwickshire  (extending  to  about  457  miles) 
are  maintained  under  the  old  Scotch  Act  1669,  in  combination  with  an 
Act  passed  in  1792,  by  which  the  Trustees,  who  are  the  Justices,  and  Com- 
missioners of  Supply,  are  empowered  to  convert  the  statute  labour  services 
into  money,  and  fix  the  rates  for  each  parish : — 

Assessments  are  leviable  (with  certain  exemptions)  upon 
All  heritors  in  the  natural  possession  of  toeir  own  lands,  with  their 

whole  labouring  servants. 
All  tenants,  with  their  whole  labouring  servants. 
All  husbandmen,  day  labourers,  artificers,  manufacturers,  tradesmen, 

carters,  and  such  as  have  or  make  use  of  carts. 
All  cattle  used  for  carrying  loads  or  drawing  carts,  etc.,  including 

carriage  horses  occasionafly  employed  in  lal^ur. 

The  rates  vary  in  different  parishes,  but  the  rate  on  householders  in  the 
same  parish  is  uniform,  without  regard  to  the  value  of  the  houses  occupied 
by  them.  In  the  Lauder  District  the  assessment  is  wholly  on  hones, 
irithout  any  rate  on  householders. 

The  accounts  of  each  parish  are  kept  distinct,  and  the  money  is  ex- 
pended within  the  parish  in  which  it  has  been  collected. 

There  is  a  separate  collector  in  each  parish— -geoftially  the  schooL- 
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r-^iHx>  noeivei  6  per  oent^  and  in  the  smaller  parishes  7)  per  cent. 
pooDciage. 

The  funds  are  generally  applied  under  the  directions  of  a  committee  in 
eadi  parish.  Some  of  the  parishes  have  a  separate  surveyor,  and  in  some 
of  the  districts  there  is  a  paid  surveyor,  who  takes  the  superintendence  of 
an  the  roads  in  the  district,  as  well  turnpike  as  statute  labour  roads,  which 
is  ibimd  to  be  an  advantageous  arrangement. 

Bridqb  Money. 

There  is  a  separate  assessment  in  the  county  for  bridge  money,  ap- 

eihle  to  bridges  on  statute  labour  roads,  which  is  levii^  on  lands  and 
tsges  under  the  Valuation  Roll, — the  annual  amount  raised  bebg 
L148,  ds.  4d. 

Burghs. 

Ladder. — Small  portions  of  the  streets  and  roads  within  the  burgh  are 
Bttntained  by  the  Turnpike  Trustees,  the  remainder  being  upheld  by  the 
ibtute  labour  assessment  and  the  burgh  funds, — L.22  being  the  average* 
imonnt  expended  from  the  latter  source. 

Dkhw.— One  street  is  maintained  by  the  Turnpike  Trustees,  and  the 
others  by  an  assessment  on  the  inhabitants,  under  the  Police  Act  3  and 
4  Will,  jy.,  cap.  46.  Householders  above  L.4  are  also  rated  for  statute 
libour  money,  which  is  applied  entirely  to  the  landward  part  of  the  parish. 

From  the  foregoing  satement,  and  the  Abstracts  printed  in  the  Ap- 
pendix, it  appears  that  the  average  cost  of  the  roads  and  bridges  in  the 
ftmnty  of  Borwick  is  as  follows:— 
Turnpike  roads  and  bridges,  about  L.3,285  18    6 

Statute  labour  roads,  ....  2,422  10    7 

Biidgemoney^        .....  148    9    4 
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L.5,856  18     5 


The  debt  consists  of : — 
TumpUce  debt — 
Secured  by  personal  obligation  of  some  of  the 
Trustees,      .  .  .  •  . 

Do.  on  assignation  to  tolls  only, 
Accumulated  interest, 


Funds  on  hand, 


Statute  lahour  road  debt, 


L.5,360    0  0 

54,743     8  3 

12,127     2  11 

L.72,220  11  2 

13,214  18  2 

L.59,005  13  0 

460    0  10 

L.59,465  13  10 


VL  COUNTY  OP  BUTB. 

hi  the  enmty  of  Bate,  which  comprises  the  Islands  of  Bute,  Arran,  the 
Ombfaes,  and  some  smaller  islands,  the  roads  are  maintained  partly  by 
the  proprietors  and  partly  by  the  old  system  of  statute  labour — the  only 
exeqitioD  being  certain  Puitamentary  roads  under  the  charge  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Hi^land  Roads  and  Bridges.  These  extend  to  17 
BttK  and  art  iittitted  wholly  within  the  Island  of  Arran. 


Connty 

of 
Bate. 
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County  The  expense  of  their  maintenance,  on  an  average  of  the  last  tliree  yean, 

of  is  stated  by  the  Commissioners  at      .        ,        .        L.118    1     B 

Bate.  Qf  ^iiich  the  Commissioners  defiray  one- 

fowih, L.29  10    6 

And  the  remaining  three-fourths  are  paid 
by  the  Duke  of  Hamilton,  who  is  almost 
the  sole  proprietor  in  Arran,  .        .  88  11    8 

118     1     8 


The  Commissioners  also  defray  the  entire  expense  of  superintendence 
and  management,  the  proportion  of  which,  applicable  to  the  county  of  Bute, 
they  estimate,  on  an  average,  at         .        •  L.33  15    6 

These  roads  are  superintended  by  a  surveyor  under  Mr  MitcfaeD,  Mid 
resident  at  Inverary.  They  are  usually  let  from  year  to  year  to  a  con- 
tractor, who  lives  on  the  island.  The  other  roads  within  the  county  are 
maintained  either  wholly  by  the  principal  proprietors,  or  by  statute  labour 
aided  by  their  voluntary  contributions.  The  exact  mileage  of  the  roads 
maintained  in  these  several  ways  can  scarcely  be  ascertained. 

In  the  Island  of  Bute  there  are  roads  extending  in  all  to  about  68  miles. 

In  Arran,  to  about 60     „ 

In  Cumbraes,  to  about 4 


9» 


122  miles. 


There  is  no  spedal  Ajct  for  the  oonntyj  the  old  miem  of  statute  labour 
is  still  in  use,  and  is  regulated  by  an  **  Act  of  the  Justices:"  of  the  county, 
dated  6th  May  1825,  proceeding  upon  former  ^  Atts,"  and  on  the  Staflite 
3  Charles  II.,  cap.  16. 

The  statute  labour  consists  of  six  days'  labour  yearly,  or  the  payment  lit 
a  conversion  or  composition,  which  is  mhrately  prescribed  by  the  Act  of 
the  Justices,  and  varies  from  3s.  annually  on  cottars,  labourers,  etc.,  to 
L.l,  7s.  6d.  on  those  occupying  land  rented  at  above  L.90. 

In  Arran,  a  number  of  the  tenants  prefer  paying  the  conversion  ;  the 
others  are  taken  out  by  the  overseer;  who  sees  that  they  do  their  work, 
taking  care  not  to  interfere  with  seed-time  or  harvest.  The  work  can 
thus  only  be  done  at  certain  seasons,  and  not  always  when  the  roads  re- 
quire it ;  and  the  Duke  of  Hamilton  expends  annually  more  than  the 
statute  labour  money  amounts  to.  It  is  diought  that,  if  mwntained  by 
day's  wages  or  contract,  these  roads  wocdd  cost  friom  L.4  to  L.5  per  mile, 
besides  the  wages  of  an  overseer. 

In  the  Island  of  Bute,  the  landward  pait  is  divided  into  three  distriols, 
each  under  the  chaige  of  one  of  the  Justices ;  but  there  is  only  one  sur- 
veyor for  the  island.  The  funds  levied  as  compositions  are  very  far  sjhort 
of  what  the  roads  would  require  to  have  expended  on  them.  The  aiBOunt 
laid  out,  in  addition  to  the  services,  is  estimated  at  not  under  L.200,  whilst 
the  sum  levied  as  statute  labour  composition  does  not  exceed  L.60. 

The  following  report  and  estimate  has  been  received  from  the  convener 
of  the  county,  since  the  date  of  his  examination  : — 

Report  of  the  mileage  of  roads  open  and  patent  to  the  public  in  the 
Island  of  Bute,  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the  burgh  of  Rothesay,  and 
exclusive  of  the  public  roads  within  these  boundaries ;  also  estimated 
expense,  or  probable  average  anniial  cost  per  miie^  for  kaeping  the 
roads  in  an  efficient  state  of  repair,  supposing  the  whole  expenae  were 
to  be  met  by  days'  wages  or  contract,  the  funds  being  provided  by  an 
assessment. 
Total  number  of  miles  of  public  roads  in  the  Island  of  Bute,  beyond  the 
boundaries  above  mentioned,  as  nearly  as  can  be  estimated,  58. 
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40  of  tliese  58  miles  are  estimated  to  cost  annually,  in  repair,  not  less  than 
L.10per  mile,  which,  at  this  rate,  will  amount  to  L.400    0    0 

And  the  remaining  18  miles,  being  chieflj  parish  and  bye- 
roadsy  but  required  for  the  use  of  the  public,  are  esti- 
mated to  cost  annually,  in  repairs,  upwards  of  L.5  per 
mile,  which  will  amount  to 90    0    A 

Total  estimated  yearly  amount  required  for  repair  of  public 
roads  in  the  Island  of  Bute L.490    0    0 


Beported  by 


Puit^  BiHuey  zatk  Sep^.  1869. 


John  Muib,  Ckmoen$tf 
County  of  Bute. 


NoTB. — The  apparent  discrepancy  in  the  mileage  of  road  share  giveB, 
and  the  42  miles,  as  stated  in  my  evidence  before  the  Commissioners  at 
tbeir  meeting  in  Glasgow,  is  thus  explained — That  the  road  surveyor  who 
fiiniished  me  with  the  information,  did  not  include  in  his  measurement  a 
namber  of  the  parish  and  bye-roads»  now  properly  included  in  this  report, 
as  the  keeping  up  of  these  roads  is  indispensable  for  the  use  and  accom- 
modation of  the  public.  J.  M. 
-  In  the  Island  of  Cumhrat,  the  only  road,  which  is  about  four  miles  in 
length,  is  maintained  entirely  by  voluntary  contributions,  which  are  very 
ptftially  paid;  and  the  road  is  in  very  bad  condition. 

Burgh  ofRothetOjf. — ^The  streets  and  roads  within  the  burgh  of  Rothe- 
say are  maintained  under  a  local  Act,  by  which  it  was  dii^oined  from  the 
ooBBty,  and  the  funds  are  managed  by  the  magistrates. 

There  9xe  about  nine  miles  of  streets  and  roads  within  the  burgh.  A 
nrte  of  8d.  is  levied,  half  on  owners  and  half  on  occupiers ;  and  of  this  one- 
tbird  is  applied  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  roads  and  streets.  On  an 
average  of  the  last  three  years,  about  L.2d0  has  been  so  applied,  besides 
L.100  each  year  from  the  common  good  of  the  burgh.  But  this  is  in 
excess  of  what  will  probably  be  required  in  future,  as  it  includes  the  cost 
of  some  improvements  not  likely  to  recur. 

fVom  the  foregoing  statement,  it  appears  that  the  annual  cost  of  the 
puUic  roads  in  the  county  of  Bute  can  only  be  stated  approximately,  at 
hot  a  small  part  is  defrayed  from  the  produce  of  assessment. 
The  Parliamentary  roads,  indnding  management,  may 

be  sUted  at L.161  17    2 

And  if  the  122  miles  of  statute  labour  roads  be  taken 
at  L.9, 16s.  per  mile  (viz.,  Bute,  58  miles,  averaging 
L.8,  98.;  Arrauy  60»  averaging  L.5.;  and  Cumln^ae, 
4,atL.10)^ 830    0    0 


i*.*..^*! 


L.981  17    2 


County 
of 


VII.  COUNTY  OP  CAITHNESS. 

The  roads  within  the  county  of  Caithness  consist  of — 

1.  Parfiamentary  roads, 54  miles. 

2.  CoonW  turnpike  roads, 136     „ 

And,  3.  Parish  toads, 41     „ 


County 

of 

Caithness. 


231  miles. 
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Parliamentary  Roads. 

These  form  the  Great  Trunk  Line  of  commnnication  from  the  Ord  of 
Caithness  northwards  along  the  sea  coast  to  the  burgh  of  Wick,  and 
thence  through  tlie  centre  of  the  county  to  the  town  of  Thurso,  on  the 
extreme  norlh  coast  of  Scotland.  They  are  under  ibe  charge  of  the  Com- 
misaioners  for  Highland  Roads  and  Bridges,  and  were  originally  constructed 
under  the  Aot  43  Geo.  III.,  cap.  80,  and  subsequent  Acts,  one-half  of  the 
original  coat  being  defrayed  by  Government,  and  the  other  half  contributed 
by  the  landed  proprietors  in  the  county.  The  sum  thus  paid  by  the 
county  for  the  construction  of  these  roads  amounted  to  L.  16,437,  98.  6d. 

The  expense  of  maintenance  and  repair  of  the  Parliamentary  roada  is 
defrayed  partly  from  the  annual  Parliamentary  grant,  partly  by  tolls,  and 
partly  by  assessment. 

By  the  Att  5  Geo.  IV.,  cap.  88,  the  share  of  the  L.6000  great  allotted 


L.116    0    0 


to  the  county  of  Caithness  is  fixed  at 
In  addition  to  which,  the  Commissioners  defray  the 
whole  expense  of  superintendence  and  management, 
the  proportion  of  which  applicable  to  Caithness, 
they  estimate,  on  an  average,  at  L.112. 
There  ajre  three  tolUbars  on  the  line  of  road,  the  ave- 
rage produce  of  which,  for  the  last  three  years,  has 

been    .        .        . 372  12    7 

And  the  balance,  which  is  raised  by  assessment  on  the 
county,  has  amounted,  on  a  similar  average,  to       .        437  11     5 

L.925     4    0 

The  assessment  on  the  county  is  on  proprietors  only,  and  has  hitherto 
been  levied  exclusively  on  the  landward  proprietors ;  although  there  is 
power  under  the  Acts  to  assess  within  royal  burghs  and  burghs  of  barony. 
The  assessment  has  hitherto  been  levied  (under  the  Acts  69  Geo.  III.,  cap. 
135,  and  3  and  4  Will.  IV.,  cap.  33)  on  the  real  rent  of  the  county,  as 
assessed  for  Property  Tax  in  1814;  but  it  is  now  competent  to  lay  on  the 
assessment  oii  the  new  Valuation  Roll,  and  this  mode  has  been  introduced 
in  other  counties. 


Coui«TT  Turnpike  Roads  and  Parish  Roads. 

From  1793  to  1830,  the  whole  of  the  other  roads  in  the  county  were 
maintained  by  conversion  of  the  statute  labour^  under  an  Act  obtained  in 
the  former  of  these  years. 

In  1830  «n  Act  was  obtained,  containing  enlarged  powers  of  assessment. 
This  Act  authorised — (Istl  An  assessment  on  heritors  of  46s.  per  L.lOO 
Scots  of  valued  rent ;  (2d)  an  assessment  on  occupants  paying  L.8  rent 
and  upwards,  to  produce  a  similar  sum. — This  assessment  to  be  levied  on 
proprietors,  with  right  of  relief  against  their  tenants.  (3d)  An  assess- 
ment in  lieu  of  statute  labour  on  all  tenants  and  occupants  under  L.S  of 
rent,  and  on  householders,  artizans,  and  others  liable  for  statute  labour, 
on  a  scale  regulated  by  rent,  and  varying  from  3s.  to  6s.  The  inhabitants 
of  houses  above  L.8  rent,  in  towns  and  villages,  paying  6s.,  besides  a  rate 
of  68.  each  on  horses  and  carts  kept  for  hire.  (4th)  The  Act  likewise 
contained  power  to  levy  tolls. 

This  Act  having  been  found  insufficient,  a  new  Act  was  obtained  in  1838, 
under  which  the  assessment  on  heritors  was  doubled,  the  Act  authorising 


Report.  lix 

sn  assessment  of  L.4,  lOs.  per  L.100  Scots  of  valued  rent,  instead  of  45s.,       Coanty 
IS  formerlj.    These  assessments  to  continue  for  21  years  from  4th  July     ^    f  ^ 

Under  this  Act  loans  were  effected,  redeemable  by  5  per  cent,  of  the 
eafHtal  annually,  besides  interest.    These  loans  have  all  been  paid  up,  and 
the  remaining  debt  is  due  to  the  treasurer. 
Between  18o0  and  1{?38  there  has  been  expended  about  L.68,600    0    0 
To  meet  whieh  there  has  been  levied — 
By  assessment  on  heritors,  .    L. 37,500    0    0 

From  the  other  assessments  and 
from  tolls,         ....        27,500    0    0 

65,000    0    0 


Leaving  a  deficiency  of  L. 3,500    0    0 

From  a  Return  to  the  House  of  Commons  in  1858,  it  appears  that  the 

asseBBDieiit  OD  heritors  produces  annually,  .    L.  1,471  10    3 

The  statute  labour  assess  men  t|  ....         1,094  14    8 

And  the  tolls, 635    0    0 

L.3,201     4  1 1 


In  virtue  of  powers  contained  in  the  Act  of  1838,  the  county  turnpike 
roads  have,  for  the  last  21  years,  been  placed  under  the  cha^  of  the 
Commissioners  for  Highland  Roads  and  Bridges,  the  agreement  under 
which  this  arrangement  has  been  carried  out  has  now  expired,  and  it  is 
understood  that  it  is  not  to  be  renewed. 

The  amount  expended  on  the  repnir  of  these  roads  in  1858,  appears 
_    from  the  printed  accounts  of  the  Commissioners  to 

have  been        ........     L.753  18    4 

Ppopoition  of  inspectors'  salaries^  and  law 

agent's  account,  borne  by  CommissiouerSy      L.98  19    6 
Do.         do.,  borne  by  county,  .        Ill  18    0 

210  17    6 


L.964  15  10 


The  part  of  the  Act  which  authorises  the  levying  of  tolls  does  not  expire 
for  ten  years,  and,  in  regard  to  statute  labour  assessment,  the  Act  is  per- 
petual until  idtered. 

BniPQB   MOITET. 

The  Act  of  1830  imposed  a  separate  assessment  for  bridge  money  on 
heritors,  according  to  the  old  valued  rent,  and  no  part  of  it  was  payable 
by  burghs  or  towns.    The  annual  amount  of  this  assessment  is  about 

laio. 

I5VEBN1&SS  Bridge. 

This  bridge  was  erected  mainly  by  means  of  Parliamentary  grants, 
Amounting  in  all  to  L.  13,700,  which  are  repayable  at  the  rate  of  6^  per 
cent  annually,  for  22  years,  by  the  four  counties  of  Inverness,  Ross, 
Sutherland,  and  Caithness.  The  proportion  payable  annually  by  the 
county  of  Caithness  is  L.56, 128.  6d. 

FuUer  details  regarding  this  bridge  will  be  given  under  the  head  of 
"Ittvcmess." 
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CaitbiiM).         JPTic*.— -The  Parliamentary  boundaries  of  this  burgh  include  the  Rojal 

Burgh  of  Wick,  and  the  towns  of  Louisbiurgh,  Piritenejtown,  etc 

The  length  of  roads  and  streets  within  these  respeciire  places  is  as 

follows : —  J^-    Yds. 

Royal  Burgh  of  Wick, 0    1C8D 

Louisburgh  and  Broadhaven, 2       160 

Pulteneytown,  Banks,  etc 4      979 

7     1059 
These  are  maintained  as  follows  : — 
Burgh  of  Wick—  M.   Yds. 

By  County  Turnpike  Trustees,   .         .        0      480 
From  common  good,   ....        0     1200 
Louisburgh — 

By  County  Turnpike  Trustees,  .  .        0    2080 

By  leaseholders,  .        .     Yds.  1060 

By  Northern  Light  Comrs.,  640  * 

0     1600 

Pulteneytown — 

By  British  Fishery  Society       M.   Yds. 
and  their  feuars,  .      8     1716 

By  Commianoaers  of  High- 
land Roads  and  Bridges,        0     1023 

4      979 

7     1059 


The  statute  laboitt'  sssessment  is  levied  at  the  following  rates,  viz. :— 
Occupiers  at  L.2  rent  pay  3s. ;  above  L.2,  and  not  exceeding  L.4,  ihey 
pay  4s. ;  above  L.4,  and  not  exceeding  L.8,  they  pay  5s.  Above  L.8,  ihe 
rate  is  6s. 

The  amouBt  assessed  for  the  present  year  was — 

In  Wick L.40  18    0 

Louisburgh, 21     6    0 

Pulteneytown, 108  10    0 

L.170  14    0 
Besides  which,  the  proprietors  of  lands  in  Louis- 
burgh   and  part  of   Pulteneytown,    and  their 
tenants,  are  assessed;  and  the  amoimt  levied  is 
about 15    0    0 

L.185  14    0 

Hie  proceeds  of  the  assessment  are  paid  into  the  general  zoa«i  funds  of 
the  county,  and  the  amount  expended  on  roads  within  the  buigh  is  slated 
to  be,  on  an  average,  about  L.26. 

There  are  three  toll-bars  trithin  the  Parliamentary  boundaries— one  on 
a  county  turnpike  road,  and  tht  other  two  on  Parliamentarjr  roads. 

Thurso, — The  roads,  and  streets  in  this  town  (which  h  a  burgh  of 
barony),  extend  in  all  to  about  6i  miles,  whereof  2}  miles  are  maintaine^i 
by  the  Turnpike  Road  Trustees.  The  remaining  roads  and  streets  «k 
maintained  by  the  Commissioners  of  Police,  acting  under  the  Statute  12 
and  14  Vict.,  cap.  33. 

The  statute  labour  assessment  is  levied  at  the  same  rates  as  in  "Wick, 
but  many  of  those  assessed  are  relieved  from  payment  on  account  of 
poverty. 
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There  are  three  toll-bars  within  the  bitfgh  boundaries,  one  of  them  being       Goanty 
on  the  Parliamentary  road.  Caithness. 

From  the  foregoing  statements,  it  appears  that  the  annual  cost  of  the 
roads  land  bridges  in  the  county  ot  Caithness  is  as  follows : — 

Firiiamentaiy  roads, L.  1^037    4    0 

0(wnty  turnpike  and  parish  roads, .        .        .        .  964:  15  10 

Bridge  money, 110    0    0 

Invemeas  bridge, 55  12    6 

L.2,167  12    4 

The  debt  consists  of  a  balance  due  to  th6  ti^asurer,  Amounting  to 
L.3,500. 


VnL— COUNTY  OP  CLACKMANNAN.  County 

of 

The  roads  in  Chwkmannanshire  extend  to  aboot  76  niks-^whert of  37  ^^<^l™^i''^"- 
are  turnpike,  and  38  statute  labour  roads. 

Turnpike  Roadb, 

1.  The  daekmannamhire  Twf^nl» 

Is  reguhtted  by  an  Act  passed  in  1840,  and  extends  to  20  mfles — of  which 
11)  are  in  Clackmannanshire^  and  8^  in  Perthshire.  There  are  seven 
tolls. 

I85C-57.  1857-58. 

Kerenne,       .  .  L.1,122  16    0        ^,1,256    1  11 

Maintenance,  including  surveyor's 

salary,        ...  746  17  11  870    0    1 

The  road  is  under  the  charge  of  Mr  M'Connell  as  surveyor. 
The  debt,  as  at  WhitsundaVs  1858  consisted  of— 
Bonds  containing  personafobllgation  of  Trustees,  L.14,620    0    0 
Postponed  debt  to  Stirling  and  Dunfermline 
Bulway  Compiany,  4,400    0    0 

L.19,020    0    0 

Inleresf  at  4  per  cent,  is  usually  paid  on  the  preferable  debt ;  but 
limiiig  the  two  last  y^ears  the  expenditulpe,  inettidkig  payment  of  interest, 
liM  eaooeeded  the  income. 


%.  TU  Emrcm  and  AUoa  Ttmipihe, 

OoDsdtut^  nnd^r  ad  Act  passed  in  1829  (10th  Geo.  IV.,  cap.  91),  ex* 
teodsio  17  mSfcs— whereof  6i  are  in  Clackmannan,  9  in  Kinross,  and  4} 
is  Perthshhre.    There  are  four  tolls  on  the  road. 

1856-67.  1857-58. 

Bevenue,  .  .  .       'L,260    6    5        L.249  16  11 

MwDtena;tfe»     .  *       .     .  .  285  16    6  299    9    8 

^  iwA^wss  m^if^  by  snbfliorintions  from  proprietors  in  the  district, 
and  no  uiterest  has  ever  been  paid  to  them. 
The  excess  of  outlay  during  the  above  two  years  was  met  from  a  small 
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County       accumulation,^  which  is  now  exhausted.    The  reTenue  is  still  expected  to 
_.    .  ^^  sufSce  for  keeping  up  the  road,  unless  it  be  still  ftirtfaer  reduced  by  a  pro- 

C'»^^°>^»"-jected  railway: 

3.  The  Ochil  Turnpike 

Is  regulated  hj  an  Act  passed  in  1840.  It  extends  to  26}  miles — ^whereof 
19  are  in  Clackmannan,  4)  in  Perth,  2  in  Stirling,  and  1  in  fifeahires. 
There  are  five  tolls. 

1866-57.  1857-68. 

Revenue,  .        L.1,256  10  11        L.1,274  11  11 

Expenditure,  .  814    S    0  867     1  II 

The  debt  consists  of — 
Preferable  debt,  being  two-thirds  of  the  borrowed  money,  taken  up 

by  the  Trustees  liable  for  it,        .  .        L.  22,826  13    4 

Postponed  debt,  being  the  remiumng  one-third, 
taken  up  by  agreement  by  the  Stirling  and 
Dunfermline  Railway  Company,  and  post- 
poned both  as  to  principal  and  interest,  11,333    6    8 


L.34,160    0    0 


Any  surplus  of  revenue  over  expenditure  is  divided  among  the  prefer- 
able creditors  as  interest.  Last  year  it  amounted  to  about  1{  per  cent., 
being  the  lowest  rate  ever  paid.    It  has  never  exceeded  3}  per  cent. 

4.  The  Carnock  and  Kenmet  TutnpiU, 

Consisting  of  9  miles  in  all,  has  half  a  mile  in  Clackmannanshire. 

(See  Perthshire,  No.  30). 

Statute  Labour  Roads. 

The  statute  labour  roads  in  Clackmannanshire  extend  to  about  38  miles, 
and  are  regulated  by  the  County  Statute  Labour  Act  passed  in  1802. 

The  assessment  is  now  levied  under  the  Lands  Valuation  Act,  at  various 
rates  in  the  different  parishes,  as  these  have  been  fixed  by  the  Sheriff;  but 
agricultural  land  is  the  only  kind  of  subject  embraced  in  the  assessment. 
There  is  also  n,  rate  of  8s.  levied  on  horses  not  used  in  agriculture. 

The  owners  of  public  works  occasionally  contribute  voluntarily  to  the 
repair  of  the  roads  used  for  tlieir  heavy  tr^c,  but  such  works  are  not  by 
law  assessable. 

The  total  amount  of  statute  labour  funds  raised  in  1857  was  L  502, 
188.  4d. 

The  sum  collected  in  each  parish  is  laid  out  on  roads  within  that  parish. 

From  the  foregoii^  statement^  and  the  Abstracts  in  the  Appendix,  it 
apptera  Chat  the  average  cost  of  the  whole  roads  in  the  county  of  Clack- 
mannan is  as  follows  ;-*• 
Turnpike  roads,  ....        L.1,199     6  10 

Statute  kUMur  roads,  502  18     4 


L.  1,702     6     2 

The  debt  consists  of :-—  ' 
Turnpike  debt — 
Secured  by  personal  obligation  of  some  of  the 

Trustees,.         ....        L.8,406  10    0 
Do.  on  assignation  to  toUa  only,  27,331    4    0^ 

L.  35,737  14     0 
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IX.  COUNTY  OF  DUMBARTON.  Connty 

The  RMidi  in  tht  coatity  of  Dumbarton  extend  in  all  to  about  280   Dambwton. 
miles— wbereof  134  miles  are  turnpikes,  and  146  miles  statute  labour 
roads. 

Turnpike  Roads. 

1.  Ti$  Oumiemauid  Tumpike^  or  GUugcw  and  Hedbum  Bridge  Road, 

h  regulated  bj  a  special  Act  passed  in  1842.  It  is  20  miles  in  length 
(indoding^  a  branch),  viz. : — 

In  Lanarkshire,       about  .        .        10  miles. 

Dumbartonshire,    „  .        .  9    „ 

Stirling,  „  .        .  1    „ 


»1 


20  miles. 

There  are  six  toll-bars, T}e8ide8  checks;  but  onlj  three  tolls  are  payable 
in  trarelling  along  the  whole  line. 

TbereTenuein  1856-JI7  was        .  L.1,667  0    0 

„  1867-68     „  .  .  .  1,714  0     0 

„  1858-69     „  .  .  .  1,862  0     0 

-^....       1W9-60     „  .  .  .  1,659  0     0 

Tbe  fall  this  year  is  ascribed  to  the  stoppage  of  two  public  works,  and 
tlie4)pening  of  tbe  Denny  Railway. 

In  1842,  when  the  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  Railway  was  opened,  the 

toll  rental  was         .....        L.3,426  0    9 

Besides  compositioiui  fiw  coMheft,  638  0    0 

L.4^4  0    0 


The  expense  of  maintenance,  including  surveyor's  salary,  was — 
In  1866-57,  .  .  .  •  .  .    -    L.868    7    0 

n  1867-68, 886  15     0 

The  surveyor  has  L.30,  and  the  clerk  L.26,  lis.  2d. 
The  total  debt  on  the  road,  as  at  Whitsunday  1868,  consisted  of — 

1.  Debt  to  Begbie*8  Trustees,  secured  by  per- 

sonal obligation,  .  L.3,O0O    0    0 

2.  Do.  to  the  Trustees  or  their  representatives, 

who  are  personally  bound  for  Wo.  1,  '  2,000    0    0 

3.  Do.  to  same  parties,  11,67<(  16     1  ' 

Interest  on  these  three  debts  has  been  paid 
up  to  last  term,  at  4|  per  cent. 

4.  t^ostponed  debt  to  Edinburgh  and  Gla^v    ' 

Railway  Company,  being  amount  of  com- 
pensation received  from  them  and  applied 
towards  payment  of  preferable  debt.  Post- 
poned both  as  to  principal  and  interest  to 
kos.  1,  2,  and  3,  .  2,150    0    0 

$,  Do.  to  Scottish  Central  Railway  Company. 
Postponed  to  the  whole  of  the  above  debts 
and  mterest  and  also  to  debt  No.  6,     .  4,000    0    0 

6.  Debt  to  Lord  Elphinstone  and  others,  with 

-  ■  .JUicnauiLlt^d  interest  thereon,  11,161  16    8 

7.  Unpaid  interest  on  debt  to  Scottish  Centnd 

Railway,  .  .  1,035    6    8 

Total  debt,  .  .      L.35,013j^7  _6 

No  interest  has  been  paid  on  any  of  the  abore  debts,  exeept  Nos.  1,  2, 
an4d. 


1 


Ixiv  i?ippoi^.^ 

CouDty  2.  The  KirktiUUloch  and  Cumbernauld  Turnpike 

of 

DombarWa.   Is  under  a  special  Act  called  the  Eirkmtilloch  Roads  Act,  pasted  in  1842. 
The  road  is  12  miles  in  length,  with  five  tolls. 

1866-67.  1857-68.  1868-59. 

Revenue,  L.d2d    0    0        L.360    0    0        L.326    0    0 

Maintenanee   and 

surveyor  8  salary,      193  16    6  181     7    7 

The  surveyor  has  L.10,  and  the  clerk  L.12,  Ids.  4d. 

The  deht,  at  Whitsunday  1858,  consisted  of— 

1.  Due  to  J.  B.  Greenshield's  representativeSi 

being  balance  of  debt  held  by  them,        .         L.412  10    0 

2.  Due  to  J.  M.  Gartshore,    .  1,787  10    0 

3.  Debt^  for  vUch  Mr  Fleming  is  alone  liable,        2,000    0    0 

L.4,200    0    0 
The  above  are  secured  by  the  personal  obli- 
gation of  some  of  tlie  Trustees. 

4.  Mortgage  debt  on  security  of  tolls,  .  1,300    0    0 
6.  Assignation  debt  incurred  for  new  Act,  paH 

passu  with  interest  on  the  L.4,200,  700  15  10 

6.  Mortgage  debt  to  the  Edinburgh  and  Glas- 

gow Railway,      ....  4,600    0    0 

7.  Do.  (postponed  or  floating  debt),  6M    7    4 

-^^— — ^—  .III  ■^^.^^wn 

L.ll,6i>6    8    2 

8.  The  Oareloch  Turnpike 

Is  under  the  General  Dumbartonshire  Roads  Act  (4th  Will.  HT.,  cap.  61, 
1834).  It  was  formerly  under  the  Helensburgh  Trust,  although  the  ac- 
counts were  alwavs  kept  separate.  About  three  years  ago,  the  Trustees 
having  paid  up  their  shares  of  the  debt,  Bir  James  Gdquhoun  reradned 
the  me  obligant,  and  undertook  the  whole  management  of  the  road. 
The  road  extends  to  19  or  20  miles,  with  two  tolls  and  one  check. 

1856-67.  1867-58. 

Revenue,  .  L.248    4    0  L.276  15    9 

Betide^  an,  annual  payment  of  L.26  from  the  Luss,  Row,  and  Arrochar 

District  of  Statute  lAbour  Roads. 
The  expenditure  on  maintenance  and  surveyor's  salary  wa»-^ 
In  1866-67  (besides  L.],077  laid  oul  in  repairing 
seawalls),  ....  L.147    8    3 

And  in  1867-68 201    7    0 

The  clerk  and  treasurer  has  L.15. 

The  debt,  at  Whitsunday  1868,  connsted  of  a  sum  due  the  Yoker 
Trust,  of  .....        L.1,200    0    0 

Balance  due  bank,        ....  332    5    2 


L.  1,632    5    2 


The  debt  has  since  been  increased,  owing  to  some  large  extra  expenses, 
but  it  is  hoped  that  no  farther  increase  wiU  occur. 

4.  The  1st  Distrk€,  or  Yoier  Turnpike, 

Is  under  the  Dumbartonshire  Roads  Act,  by  which  it  is  provided  that  the 
revenue  of  each  district  shall  be  applied  exclusively  to  that  district.  This 
road  is  a  continuation  in  Dumbartonshire  of  the  Yoker  Road  in  Renfrew- 
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shire,  bat  is  under  a  distiDct  Trust.    Its  length  is  about  9  miles,  with  two       Couaty 
tolls  sod  two  checks.  _     ^^  ^ 

1856-67.  1867-68.  1868-69.       Dowbartoa. 

ReveDue.  .  L.844    0    0    L.76C    0    0    L.60I    0    0 

Thft  £U1  has  been  caused  by  ' 

the  opening  of  the  Dum* 
bartonshire  Railway. 
Maintenance    and    surveyor's 
salary,  643    7    4        769  12    6 

Tbe  latter  year  includes  some  extra  outlay. 
L.100  per  annum  is  given  Qis  authorieed  by  the  Act)  to  a  statute  labour 
road  leading  from  Duntocher  Works  to  the  turnpike. 

The  treasurer*8  salary  is  L.21^  the  clerk's  L.6,  and  the  surveyor's 
L50. 

There  is  no  debt  on  the  road,  but  a  surplus  fund  of  L.6,006,  18s.  Id., 
tiz,:— 

Lent  to  Luss  Trust,  on  personal  security  of  the 

Trustees,       .....  li.3,000    0  0 

„    Helensburgh  Trust  on  do.,      .            .  600    0  0 

„    Gareloch          do.    on  do.,      .            .  1,200    0  0 

Balance  in  bank,         ....  1,30618  1 

L.6,006  18    I 

mmmamsssmmmsmam 


Into^st  is  pAid  by  these  Trusts  at  bank  rates,  but  never  less  than  2^ 
percent. 

5.  ThB  2nd  District,  or  Lawmmr  Turnpike, 

mider  Ihe  General  County  Act,  extends  to  about  6  miles,  with  two  tolls. 

1066-67.  1867-68. 

Revenue,  .  .        L.212    0    0        L.166    0    0 

Maintenance  and  sorveyor's  salary,     240    8    8  173    6    8 

Tbe  former  year  contains  L.lOO  of  extra  expense. 
The  surveyor  has  L.IO,  and  tbe  derk  and  treasurer  L.IO. 
There  is  no  debt,  but  a  fund  in  hand,  at  Whitsunday  1868,  amounting 
toL.406, 10s.  8d. 

d.   The  2rd  J)%strict,  or  Kilmaronock  Turnpike^ 
extends  to  16  miles,  with  three  tolls. 

1866  67.  1867-68. 

Revenue,         .  .  .        L.C67    3    4        L.702    0    0 

Maintenance  and  surveyor's  salary,      608    9    6  621     9    1 

The  surveyor  has  l4444»  and  the  treaauier  L.10*    The  cle? k  is  paid  for 
hasiness  dope* 
The  debt^.at  Whitsunday  1868,  consisted  of^ 

1.  Preferable  debt,  secured  on  the  tolls  only,        L.3,190    4    7 

2.  Postponed  debt  to  Trustees,  wh<>  have  had  to 

pay  up  the  amount,       .  .  • .  9,922  10    B 


I  ■  I     I  ■!  W  |l 


L.33,112  16    3 

Interest  at  6  per  cent,  has  always  been  paid  on  the  preferable  debt,  and 
^  a  p6rtToh  of  the  principal.. 

7.  The  4th  Disiriet^  or  Hebauimrgh  Twmpiie, 
extends  to  8  miles,  with  two  tolls,  one  of  which  is  snared  with  the 

Lnss  Trust. 

1856  67.  3867-6a 

BtviMa,  L.864    0    0       L.327    0    0 

Maintenance  and  surveyor's  salary,         212    6    2  207    6    7 

ITiitt'Sweyor  b«9>Lr.ld,  the  derk  L.6,  and  the  treasurer  L.10. 
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County  The  debt,  at  Whitsunday  1868,  consisted  of— 

n     K  -♦  Sum  borrowed  from  Yoker  Trust,        .  .        L.SOO    0    0 

uaiDiNtftoD.  Balance  due  Commercial  Bank,  .  .  363    6    8 


L.863    6    8 


The  railway  to  Helensburgh  has  maierially  affected  the  i?eveiiue)  but  it 
is  expected  still  to  be  sufficient. 

8.  The  5ihl}u(ria,  or  LutB  Turnpike, 

extends  to  about  40  miles,  with  seven  toUa. 

1856.67.  1857-58. 

Revenue,  L.1,069    0    0        L.1,161    0    0 

Maintenance,  including  surveyor's 

salary,        .  .  755    8    1  775  11  H 

The  surveyor's  salaiy  is  L.64,  the  clerk's  LJO,  and  the  treasurer's  L.2& 
Nearly  half  the  revenue  is  derived  from  the  toll  at  Dumbarton. 
There  was  a  debt  due  to  the  Yoker  Trusty  ait 

Whitsunday  1858,  of  .  .  .  L.3,000    0    O 

But  a  balance  in  bank,  at  credit,  of  .  352  12    7 

III      II  I I  <     I  ■    ■  ■  I 

L.2,647    7    5 


The  sinking  fund,  applicable  to  reduction  of  debt,  has  hitherto  been 
about  L. too  to  L.160  per  annum. 

9.  The  OlasgoWf  Kirkintilloch,  and  Baldemoch  Turnpike, 

(extending  In  all  to  1 8  miles  7  furlongs  40  yards),  has  2  miles  4  furlongs 
60  yards  in  Dumbartonshire.    (See  Lanark,  No.  II). 

10.  The  Zrd  District  of  West  Stirlxngshire  Turnpikes, 

(consisting  of  13  miles  3  furlongs  92  yards),  contains  6  miles  7  furlongs 
159  yards  in  the  county  of  Dumbarton.    (See  Stirlingshire,  No.  9). 

11.  The  North  and  South  Lanarkshire  Turnpike, 

extending  to  49  miles,  has  5  mUes  in  Dumbartonshire. 
(See  Lanarkshire,  No.  16). 

Bridge  Monet. 

The  bridge  money  of  the  county  is  a  fixed  sum,  amounting  to  only 
L.13,  7s.  9d.,  and  is  assessed  on  the  old  valued  rent.  It  is  wholly  applied 
to  Dumbarton  Bridge,  the  other  county  bridges  being  maintained  from 
the  road  funds. 

The  Dumbarton  Brldffe^  over  the  Leven,  is  maintained  partly  from  the 
county  bridge  money,  as  above  mentioned,  partly  by  a  contribution  from 
the  burgh  of  Dumbarton,  and  partly  by  coatrilHitions  from  the  various 
Turnpike  Trosts  in  the  county,  as  provided  by  the  County  Turnpike  Act 
1834. 

There  is  a  power  to  put  on  a  pontage,  but  only  in  case  of  any  heavj 
extra  repairs  being  required,  and  it  has  not  hitherto  been  imposed. 

Statijte  Labour  Roads.  ^ 

The  statute  labour  roads  in  the  county  of  Dumbarton  are  managed  by 
districts,  which  are  eleven  in  number ;  and  the  assessment  is  levied  gene- 
rally on  ploughgates,  on  horses,  and  on  householders  ;  but  in  two  of  the 
districts  the  assessment  is  on  the  old  Scota  valued  rent.    The  rates  vary 
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coDsiderablj  in  the  different  districts.  The  assessment  is  generallj  col. 
lected  parochially,  and  the  expense  of  collection  is  stated  in  some  of  the 
districts  to  be  about  10  per  cent. 

YUt  of  the  turnpikes  and  two  of  the  statute  labour  districts  are  under 
tlie  chains  of  one  surveyor. 

The  grooB  amount  expended  on  the  statute  labour  roads  of  the  county 
is  on  an  average  about  L.9d4. 

BtmOH  OP  DUMBAKTON. 

The  streets  and  roads  within  the  Parliamentary  boundaries  of  Dum* 
barton  extend  in  all  to  5  miles  4  furlongs  196  yards — whereof  2  miles 
2  farloDgs  20  yards  are  maintained  by  the  Turnpike  Road  Trustees ;  and 
there  are  two  tolls  within  the  burgh. 

The  other  roads  and  streets  are  maintained  out  of  the  Statute  Labour 
Aiseflsmeiit,  at  an  annual  cost  of  about  UoO,  the  average  amount  assessed 
being  aboat  L.92.  The  Statute  Labour  Assessment  is  at  the  rate  of 
28.  6d.  on  each  houselndderi  and  6s.  for  esich  horse* 


Fmm  the  foregoing  statement,  and  the  Abstracts  in  the  Appendix,  it 
^ypears  that  the  average  cost  of  the  whole  roads  and  bridges  in  the  county 
of  Dunbartoii  k  aa follows: — 

Ttirnplkg  ToadB^      ....       L.4,160    5    6 
Statute  labour  do.,  .  .  .  1,060  17    1 

Bridge  money,  .  Id    7    9 


L.5,2S4  10    4 


The  debt  p^nsists  of: — 
Turnpike  debt — 
Secured  by  personal  obligation  of  some  of  the 

Trustees,  .... 

Do.  on  assignation  to  tolb  only, 
Accumulate  interest, 


Statmft  Idbom' road  ^thU 


L.1,833    0  0 

50,542  14  3 

4,081  17  4 

L.66,457  11  7 

30    0  0 

L.56,487  11  7 


County 

of 

Dambarton. 


X.— COITNTY  OF  DUMFRIES. 

The  turnpike  roads  in  the  county  of  Dumfries  extend  to  about  370 
miles,  and  the  statute  labour  roads  to  about  800  miles — ^making  in  all 
1170  miles  of  road. 

There  is  a  local  Act  for  the  whole  comity,  applicable  both  to  turnpikes 
and  statute  labour  roads,  and  which  expires,  as  regards  turnpikes,  in  1861. 
The  Glasgow  and  Carlisle  and  Evan  Water  Turnpikes  are  under  special 
Acts,  and  so  are  the  Western  Division  of  the  Sootsdyke  and  Haremoss 
Hoad,  and  the  Liddesdale  Road. 

TuBNFiKE  Roads. 

•    The  county  is  divided  into  4  turnpike  road  districts,  viz, : — 

The  1st,  or  Annandale  District. 
The  2nd,  or  Annan  District. 
The  3rd,  or  Eskdale  District;  and 
The  4th,  or  Nithsdale  District. 


Connty 

of 

Dumfries. 
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The  funds  of  each  particular  road  in  each  of  the  districts  are  kept 
lepaiate  and  distinct,  ai though  in  all  other  respects  they  are  consolidated. 
From  tvrentT  to  twenty-fire  separate  accounts  have  thus  to  be  kept. 

The  6  mile  clause  ia  in  operation  on  each  individual  roud,  but  it  does 
not  extend  to  an  adjoining  road  or  a  different  district, — so  tiiat  In  some 
cases  (though  rarely)  three  tolls  may  be  paid  within  6  miles. 

There  is  one  surveyor  for  each  district,  who  has  charge  both  of  the 
parish  and  turnpike  roads. 

There  is  a  different  qualification  for  Turnpike  Trustees  and  Statute 
Labour  Trustees :  in  the  former  case  it  is  necessary  to  be  in  possession  of 
160  merks  Soots  ef  old  Talaed  rent  (e<^uhralent  to  about  L.200  sterling 
per  annum)  ;  in  the  latter  case  the  qualification  is  L.75. 

From  an  Abstract  prepared  by  the  general  clerk,  the  following  appear 
to  be  the  particulars  of  the  4  turnpike  districts,  exclusive  of  the  great 
road  from  Glasgow  to  Carlisle ;  the  Eran  Water  Road,  which  is  a  part  of 
the  same  line ;  and  the  Liddesdale  Road,  which  is  entirely  a  Roxburgh- 
shire Trust :  — 


.9 

1 

Avenge 

Reyenue 

(Fire  Y«a4B> 

Maintenanoe, 
etc 

Management 

and 
MiaoeUanies. 

Total 
Expenditure. 

Expen- 
ditorot 

Debt 
tipon 

Boada. 

t 

1 

2 

3 

.4 

79 
96 
39| 
96 

it      4.   d. 
1,096    3    0 

1,069  10    I 

938    4    8 

1,173    4    4 

£     .8.   d. 

868    0    7 

738    9    1 
793    8  10| 
714    4  11 

^     s.  d 
133    0    0 

191    9    0 

224    1    ^ 

193  10  10 

£       8.   d. 
1,001    0    0 

929  18    1 

1,017  10    OJ 

907  15    9 

£  a.  d. 
12  13    5 

9  13    8 

25  12    0 

9    9    1 

£       s.  d. 

»•• 

2,871     1    0 
400    0    0 

... 

S10| 

4,277    2    7 

3,114    8    5^ 

742    1    6^ 

3,856    4  111 

8,271     1    0 

ezcluBiye  of 

interest 

1 

In  the  lit  DUirktf  the  road  from  Dumfries  towards  Edinburgh,  by 
Moffat,  has  suffered  much  from  the  Caledonian  Railway — the  yeai^ 
revenues  having  fallen  from  L.  1,000  to  L.400  or  L.500.  The  cost  of  im- 
provements (nearly  L.8,000)  had  been  previously  all  paid  off,  and  a  sum 
of  L.  1,000  remains  in  hand,  applicable  to  farther  improvements  or  reduc- 
tion of  the  tolls,  which  are  already  very  low. 

Several  of  the  other  roads  in  this  district  were  originally  made  by  tlie 
Dukes  of  Queensberry  and  Buccleuch,  the  Earl  of  Hopetoun,  Mr  Hope 
Johnstone,  and  other  proprietors  in  the  district*  who  either  kept  up  no  debt 
against  the  roads,  or  never  received  interest  on  their  outlay.  The  sums 
afterwards  borrowed  for  improvements  under  Acts  of  Parliament  have 
been  all  repaid;  and  in  several  cases  there  are  funds  in  hand  to  meet 
necessary  repairs  and  improvements ;  but  in  others  the  traffic  is  now  ao 
limited  as  scarcely  to  do  more  than  keep  the  roads  in  repair. 

2nd  District, 

In  this  district,  the  principal  road  is  that  from  the  Border,  by  Annan, 
to  Dumfries,  which  was  made  very  long  ago  by  Government  as  a  military 
road.  Money  was  afterwards  raised  for  improvements  and  the  construc- 
tion of  branch  roads,  but  this  has  been  all  repaid. 
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Certain  other  o'oss  roads  were  also  made  bj  subscriptions  and  money      County 
borrowed  on  the  credit  of  individual  proprietors.    Of  this  description  of  ^[ 

debt  there  still  remains  due,  .  .  .        L.871     1    0  I>i«nfries. 

The  other  debt  consists  of  a  postponed  debt  to  the 
Caledonian  Railway,  of  .  .  .         2^000    0    0 

L.2,871     1    0 

msmmmamsmmmmaak 


The  Railway  hare  as  yet  received  no  interest,  and  there  is  no  prospect 
of  any  being  paid  for  some  years  to  come. 

Since  the  opening  of  the  railway,  the  tolls  on  the  main  road  have  fitllen 
ftom  L.2,000  to  L.400  or  L.500,  and  the  decrease  is  still  going  on. 

About  L.IOO  a-year  baa  been  annually  applied  towards  reduction  of 
debt  during  the  last  five  years,  but  the  condition  of  the  road  has  in  con- 
sequence  been  allowed  to  deteriorate. 

^rd  District, 

This  district  comprehends  only  two  small  turnpikes,  under  the  Dum- 
frieashire  Act ;  snd  a  third — the  Western  Division  of  the  Scotsdyke  and 
Haremoss  Turnpike— which  is  under  a  special  Act  passed  in  1829  (10 
Geo.  IV.,  cap.  60). 

On  the  Langholm  and  Lockerbie  Turnpike  there  was  a  small  debt  of 
L200,  which  has  been  paid  off  partly  by  a  contribution  of  L.60  annually 
from  the  statute  labour  fnnds. 

On  the  BiUmans^Knotoe  Road  there  is  no  debt,  except  a  small 
btlsDce  due  to  the  clerk. 

Tk$  Wsttem  Dimticn  of  the  SeoMyhe  and  Harefnoss  Road, 

(under  an  Act  passed  in  1829),  extends  to  19  miles  in  the  county  of  Dum- 
mes,  and  1  mile  3  fiirlon^s  in  the  county  of  Roxburgh.  The  Eastern  and 
Western  Divisions  are  quite  separate,  although  under  the  same  Act.  In 
tiie  Western  Division  there  are  four  tolls. 

1866-57.  1857-6$. 

Revenue,  .  .        L.684  15    0        L.597  15    0 

Maintenance  and  surTe3^*s  salary,-        701    9    6  635    6    7 

The  revenue  has  very  much  decreased  from  the  operation  of  the  lailr 
lays,  and  the  traffic  is  now  mostly  loeal; 

AihlHitriet, 

The  mun  road  in  this  district,  from  Dumfries  to  the  confines  of  Ayr- 
sbire,  was  originally  a  military  road.  A  variety  of  branch  roads  have 
been  madesinee  1809,  and  thefte  are  all  embraced  in  the  district  accounts, 
vlneh,  unlike  those  of  the  other  three  districts^  are  general,  and  not 
limited  to  particular  roads. 

The  debt  in  this  district  has  all  been  paid  off. 

1%4  Qiaegcw  and  Carlisle  Turrtpihe 

Was  originally  constructed  under  an  Act  passed  in  1816  (66  Geo.  III.,  cap. 

83),  and  is  regulated  hj  that  and  four  subsequent  Acts.    The  road  extends 

ran  Hamilton  to  Carlisle,  the  Evan  Water  Road  being  interposed  betwera 

tPftseetionB  of  it. 
There  are  in  Dttmfriessfairey   ....  29^  miles. 

In  Lanarkshire,      ....  32 

In  Chimberlandy      ....  9* 

704  mites. 

mmmmmmmmmmmtmtm 


There  aire  It  toBs—- one  of  which  is  in  Comberla2id-'4)e6ideB  cheek-barg. 
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1856-67.  1867-58, 

Toll  revenue,  .  .        L.2,326     5    0        L.2,921     1    2 

Maintenance  and  surreyor's  salary^    1,719  18    8  1,688    0    3 

In  each  of  these  years  there  was  L.400  of  extra  repairs,  and  the  reTenue 
is  rather  on  the  increase. 

The  treasurer  has  L.50,  and  the  clerk  L.120  per  annum. 

The  debt  is  divided  into  Scotch  and  English  aebt. 
•    1.  Scotch  Debi. — At  Whitsunday  1848,  there  was  due 

to  Government  ....        L.  10,336    9    2 

To  private  creditors,      ....  20,tf88    4    3 


Add  interest  due  on  Ooyemroent  debt  at  Whit- 
sunday 1856,  at  6  per  cent.,     L.6,349    8  10 

Do.  to  pnvate  creditors,  less 
payment  to  account,         .  3,692    0    3 


L.31,024  13     6 


8,941     4     1 


Total  Scotch  debt,  with  interest,        L.39,966  17     6 

The  Scotch  assets,  consisting  of  money  in  the  bank,  were,  at  Whitsun- 
day 1858,  about  L.1,700. 

The  Government  debt  is  postponed,  as  to  interest,  to  the  debt  to  priTate 
creditors,  who,  from  1863  to  1857  inclusive,  have  received  upwards  of 
L.3,300. 

By  an  agreement  with  the  Caledonian  Railway  Company,  they  came 
into  the  place  of  the  private  creditors  for  the  full  L. 20,000  and  upwards, 
of  subscription  debt  (secured  on  the  tolls  only),  by  a  payment  of  L.  15,000. 
Up  to  1852,  when  the  railway  was  opened,  5  per  cent,  was  paid  on  this 
debt.     About  L.900  is  expected  to  be  available  for  interest  in  future. 

2.  English  Debt. — This  is  wholly  due  to  the  Government.  Some  pay- 
ments have  been  made  to  account,  but  no  interest  has  ever  be^i  accumu- 
lated.    The  amount,  at  Whitsunday  1858,  was     .         L.34,226    3     5 

And  there  was  a  balance  in  bank  applicable  to  this  section,  of  L.d63, 
7s.  4d. 

The  Evan  Water  Tumpika 

Is  13|  miles  in  length,  7  miles  being  in  Lanarkshire,  and  6^  in  DumMes- 

fihire.     There  are  2  tolls. 

1856-67.  1867-68. 

Toll  revenue,  .  .        L.47    0    0  L.48    0    0 

Maintenance  and  surveyor's  salary,      42  11    2  39  15  10 

In  1856-67,  there  was  also  L.108,  9s.  lid.  expended  on  extra  repair^ 
upon  bridges. 

The  treasurer's  salary  is  Tj.10. 

The  debt,  at  30th  June  1868,  amounted  to  L.5,300  of  subscription  debt, 
on  which  no  interest  has  either  been  paid  or  accumulated. 

There  was  at  the  same  date  a  balance  of  about  L.  1,200  in  bank. 

The  Liddesdale  Turnpike^ 

Extending  in  all  to  31  miles  2  furlongs,  has  5  miles  2  furlongs  in  Dumfries- 
shire, the  remainder  being  in  Eoxburghshire. — (See  Roxburgh,  No.  6. ) 

Statute  Labour  Roadb. 

The  statute  labour  roads  in  Dumfriesshire  are  managed  in  eight  divi- 
sions, which  are  quite  distinct  from  the  turnpike  districts. 

The  amount  of  assessment  is  fixed  by  the  General  Meeting  of  Trustees 
at  Dumfries,  to  whom  appeals  lie  from  the  district  meetings. 

The  statute  labour  assessment  is  levied  on  the  old  yalued  rent*    The 
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maximum  rate  being  408.  on  the  100  merks  of  valued  rent,  308.  being       Coaorty 
payable  by  occupiers  for  ordinary  repairs,  and  10s.  by  owners  for  improve-      nu,!|Li 
ments.    The  assessment  is  levied  and  applied  paroohialiy,  with  separate  ^* 

aceounta  for  each  parish,  but  there  is  generally  only  one  collector  for  the 
whole  district,  and  also  one  surveyor  for  the  whole  roads  in  a  district,  both 
turnpike  and  siatute  labour. 

There  is  a  power,  with  consent  of  a  certain  proportion  of  the  heritors  or 
Trustees,  to  apply,  in  special  cases,  the  funds  of  one  parish  to  roads  within 
another. 

From  an  abstract  prepared  by  the  general  clerk,  it  appears  that  the 
avenge  annual  sum  collected  in  the  county  for  statute  labour  roads  is 
ibottt  L.3,640»  for  which  about  800  miles  of  road  are  kept  up — being  at 
the  rate  of  about  L.4, 10s.  2d.  per  mile.  He  farther  calculates  that,  if 
this  amount  were  raised  according  to  the  real  rent  under  the  Valuation 
Boll,  including  railways,  it  would  require  a  rate  of  2^d.  per  £,  or,  excluding 
railways,  a  rate  of  2f  d.  per  £• 

Bmdge  Monet. 

The  bridge  money  assessment  in  the  county  of  Dumfries  is  levied  on  the 
old  valued  rent^  and  laid  on  the  owners.  The  maximum  assessment 
amounts  to  L.i>94,  and  about  that  sum  is  levied  annually.  It  is  exclu- 
sively  applicable  to  bridges  on  statute  labour  roads.  The  rule  is,  that  onl^ 
one-half  ifl  given  from  the  bridge  money,  the  remaining  half  being  contn- 
buted  by  the  parties  applying. 

It  is  competent  under  the  Act,  to  have,  when  necessary,  a  district  rate 
as  well  as  »  general  county  rate  for  bridges. 

It  is  proposed  to  endeavour  to  take  advantage  of  a  clause  in  the  Valua- 
tion Act,  and  levy  the  bridge  money  assessment  in  future  on  the  real  rent. 

Burghs. 

Dumfries. — The  Parliamentary  burgh  of  Dumfries  comporises  the  town 
af  Dumfries,  and  also  the  burgh  of  Maxwelltown,  a  burgh  of  bnrony  in  the 
atewartry  of  Kirkeadbright»  situated  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river 
Nith;  but,  under  the  Valuation  Act,  Dumfries  is  valued  separately, 
Maxwelltown  being  included  in  the  Valuation  Roll  of  the  stewartry  of 
Kirkcudbright. 

The  roads  in  the  two  burghs  are  under  separate  management,  and  are 
maintaiBed  from  distinct  assessments,  under  separate  Police  Acts. — (See 
Kirkcudbright.) 

In  Dumfries  proper,  about  3  miles  5  furlongs  120  yards  of  streets  are 
maintained  out  of  thenolice  rate,  which  is  levied  under  the  General  Police 
Aot  (3  and  4  Will.  IVV,  cap.  46),  IJd,  per  £  being  appropriated  for  paving. 
The  average  amount  expended  annually  on  the  streets  from  this  source  is 
about  L.250. 

There  are  1  mile  2  furlongs  195  yards  of  turnpike  roads  within  the 
royalty  of  the  burgh,  maintained  by  the  Turnpike  Trustees,  at  a  yearly 
cost  of  about  L.32.  The  whole  turnpike  roads  within  the  Parliamentary 
boundaries  (excluding  those  in  Maxwelltown),  extend  to  about  2f  miles, 
and  aremaintained  by  the  Turnpike  Trustees  at  an  annual  cost  of  above  L.50. 

The  magistrates  also  receive  about  L.120  annually  from  the  statute 
Uboor  funds  of  the  parish  of  Dumfries,  which  is  expended  on  roads  within 
the  burgh.  The  rate  of  statute  labour  assessment  varies  with  the  rental. 
It  is  8d.  on  houses  rented  from  L.3  to  L.7»  and  208.  on  those  above  L.60. 
There  is  also  a  small  asaesament  on  carters*  in  respect  of  their  horses. 
Two-thirds  of  the  amount  thus  raised  within  burgh  is  applicable  under  the 
Act  for  support  of  the  streets  in  the  burgh,  whilst  the  remaining  third  is 
applicable  to  roads  extra  burghal. 

Dues  are  collected  at  the  bridge  over  the  Nith,  on  all  goods  which  pass 
there ;  but  these  dues  are  let  in  cumulo  with  the  market  customs  of  the 
Wghy  and  their  amount  cannot  be  separately  stated. 
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Annan. — It  appears  from  the  Parliamentary  Return  tliat  there  is  nearly 
half-a-mile  of  turnpike  road  within  the  hurgh  of  Annan,  maintained  by 
the  Turnpike  Road  Trustees  at  a  cost  of  about  L.6,  133.  per  annum  ;  and 
1  furlong  147  yards  of  statute  labour  roads,  maintained  at  an  annual  cost 
of  L.2, 17s. 

Lochmaben. — There  are  3  furlongs  7  yards  of  turnpike  road  vilhin  the 
burgh  boundaries,  the  yearly  cost  being  about  L.4.  The  other  streets  And 
roads  are  upheld  by  statute  labour  assessment,  which  amounts  to  about 
3d.  per  £.  The  length  of  roads  thus  upheld  is  stated  at  2  miles  11  fur- 
longs 73  yards,  and  the  annual  assessment  at  L.14, 18s.  6d. 

Sanquhar, — The  total  extent  of  streets  and  roads  within  the  burgh  is^jf 
miles.     No  part  of  these  are  maintained  by  the  Turnpike  Trustees,  but ' 
about  I  i  miles  are  upheld  by  the  statute  labour  funds,  at  a  cost  of  about  L.4 
per  annum.     The  assessment  on  the  burgh  is  paid  into  the  general  fund 
of  the  district. 

The  other  roads  and  streets  are  maintained  out  of  the  burgh  revenues 
or  common  good. 

From  the  foregoing  statement,  and  the  Abstracts  in  the  Appendix,  it 
appears  that  the  total  average  expense  of  roads  in  Dumfriesshire  is  as 
follows : — 

Turnpike  roads  and  bridges,  .  L.4,86d    6  11 

Statute  labour  roads,  .  .  .  3,607  14    2 

Bridge  money,  ....  694    0    0 


L.9,071     1     1 


The  debt  consists  of  :— 

Tump^e  debt. 
Secured  by  personal  obligation  of  some  of  the 

Trustees,  .      •      .  .  .  L.871     1    0 

Do.  on  assignation  to  tolls  only,  20,555  18    S 

Aecumukted  interest,  6,609     3    8 


Funds  on  band, 


L.  28,036     8    1 
2,377  16    6 

L.25,658     6    7 


County 

of 

Edinburgh. 


XL— COtTNTY  OF  EDINBURGH. 

The  roads  within  the  county  of  Edinburgh  are  chiefly  turnpike,  there 
being  428  miles  7  furlongs  79  yards  of  this  class  of  roads,  and  onljr  about 
170  miles  of  statute  labour  roads.  These  figures  include  portions  ot 
road  within  the  Parliamentary  boundaries  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh  and 
the  other  burghs  in  the  county,  as  will  be  afterwards  noticed. 

TcnuNPiKE  Roads. 

The  Turnpike  Roads  are  regulated  by  a  local  Act  5  and  6  Will*  IV.. 
cap.  62  (3d  July  1835).  The  Trustees  consist  of  all  proprietors  of  lands 
valued  in  the  Cess  Books  at  L.lOO  Scots  of  valued  rent,  or  in  right  of 
feindtities  to  the  amount  of  L.50  sterling  from  lands  so  valued,  together 
with  the  eldest  sons  of  parties  so  qualified.  The  Aet  also  noaiinatef 
twenty  Tnutees  «t  ofieiis. 

Six  general  meetings  are  appointed  t9  be  held  oannifilyy  ud  ooMstesMl 
meetings  when  required. 
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1^  the  Act  the  county  is  divided  into  eight  districts,  but  by  xmions      County 
which  hftve  been  effected*  these  have  been  reduced  to  five,  viz.,  the  Lasfr-    p^,  ^    ^ 
wade  mi  Wright's  Houses  district ;  the  Dalkeith  aud  Post  Road  district ;    '^^"*"'«'*- 
the  Gramond  district ;  the  Ck)rstorphine  district ;  and  the  Calder  and 
Slateford  district:  and  we  understand  that  the  two  last  hav«  very  re^ 
o^Uj  been  co^joived. 

The  District  Trustees  arp  such  parties  as  reside  or  have  property  within 
the  several  districts,  and  who  may  be  nominated  by  a  genial  meeting  of 
Xnistees. 

The  Trustees  of  each  district  hove  power,  under  the  authority  of  a 
rami  meeting^  to  direct  the  application  of  their  own  funds,  to  repair 
mr  own  roads,  and  in  general  to  exercise  all  ordinary  acts  of  adminis- 
Iratioa  and  management,  each  within  their  own  limits. 

The  only  restrictions  which  in  practice  have  been  laid  upon  them  are, 
tkat,  without  the  sanction  of  a  general  meeting,  they  cannot  borrow  money 
Ujond  L.1000  sterling,  or  assign  the  toU  duties  in  security  of  debt,  or 
lenen  the  toll  duties  at  any  bar,  or  compound  with  any  person  for  toU 
duty,  or  enter  into  any  general  contract  for  unholding  the  whole  roads 
of  the  district,  or  any  ptrt  thereof,  or  turn  or  alter  any  road,  or  execute 
asj  improvement  estimated  to  cost  above  L.300. 

There  is  a  power  of  appeal,  within  six  months,  from  any  of  their  pro- 
ceedings to  the  general  meeting  of  Trustees;  and  the  districts  are 
nqou-ed  to  lay  their  accounts  annually  before  the  general  meetings, 
to|ether  with  an  abstract  of  the  same,  and  these  are  printed  for  general 
laerence.  Tolls  are  not  allowed  to  be  exacted  oftener  than  once  in  six 
miles. 

Tha^iaDa  .levied  ia  each  .district  are  exclusively  applicable  to  roads 
within  that  district ;  and  the  funds  and  debts  of  eadi  district  are  separate 
tod  distinct.  One-fifth  of  the  gross  revenue  in  each  district,  under  certain 
limitations,  is  directed  to  be  set  aside  as  a  sinkinir  fund  for  extinction  of 
debt 

The  general  meetings  have  power  to  assume  statute  labour  roads  as 
toropikes^  and  in  practice  have  largely  availed  themselves  of  this  power, 
upwuds  of  03  miles  of  statute  labour  road  having  thus  been  made 
tVDpike  ainoe  18S6. 

The  whole  of  the  roads  are  imder  the  charge  of  one  snrvevor,  Mr 
M'GoBnell,  who  has  held  that  office  since  1837.  He  is  responsible  to  the 
Thifities  ioT  the  whole  superintendence  of  the  roads,  and  appoints  his 
m  itstdent  snb-rarveyors  in  the  different  districts.  The  total  amount 
pud  for  Borveyors  in  the  coimty,  appears  from  the  printed  accounts  to 
be  L.1306,  48.,  beings  at  the  rate  of  L.3,  Os.  lOd.  per  mile. 

Each  district  has  its  own  derk,  who  has  a  fixed  salary,  besides  fees  for 
professional  business.  There  is  also  a  general  derk  with  a  salary  of 
Ul50  per  annum. 

The  revenue  is  raised  by  means  of  80  tolls  and  check-bars,  which  are 
Hit  let  to  tacksmen,  bat  collected  b^  partiea  selected  for  that  purpose. 

Xbe  gross  revenue  of  the  five  disteicts  during  the  last  five  years  has 
bcoi as  follows:—* 


1863-54, 

.  L.23,822  12  4 

1864-55, 

23,049  18  4 

l^i>5-68, 

20,883  19  2 

186^-57, 

20,496  12  1 

186T-58, 

20,291  4  1 

"The  Boms  given  by  Mr  Brown  in  his  Evidence  (p.  8),  sh«yw  tbe  n^vwniie,  altar 
^witjitfrff  eltti»fflqfwi<aaly)Peo<<oiHeii» 

/ 


Ixzir  Report 

Caaaij  Hie  expendiltne  during  the  Mme  period  (1853-4  to  18E7-8)  is  ahont 

„.■  !*    ,.     bv  the  following  Table,  yrhkh  bu  been  prepared  from  the  prioted 
Edmborgh.    aiconntB:- 
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Mr  M'Connell  states  (Eridence,  p.  5),  that  what  is  charged  trndo'tbt 
head  of  "  Extra  Eipenaes,"  ma;  be  considered  as  composed  of  items  re- 
curring  annoallj.  If  the  two  firbt  colamns,  therefore,  io  the  above  Table 
he  added,  the  average  amount  of  repairs,  iacluding  surrejois'  saluies  and 
extra  expenses,  will  be  L.13,926,  ISi.  Id.,  bring  at  the  rate  c^L.32, 10s.  Bd. 

Und»  the  head  of  "Man^^ment"  is  included  the  eort  of  collection 
bv  tolls  ;  if  tliis  be  omitted,  and  odI;  the  salaries  of  general  and  district 
clerks  (Ii.5G9, 18s.  2d.)  added  to  the  expense  of  maintenance,  the  total 
expense  will  be  L.I4,fllS,  9s.  8d. 

The  aboTe  expenditure  embraces  the  whole  roads  maintained  bj  the 
Turnpike  Tnisteefl  within  the  countj ;  hot  it  is  neceBsary  to  observe  that 
it  indudes  partiuBS  of  road  wtlhin  the  Parlitmentarf  boundaries  of  the 
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ciij  of  Edinlmrgh  and  the  other  borgha,  the  maintenance  of  which  is      Gonnty' 
very  costly,  viz. : —  .    of 

Per  Annum. 
Edinburgh,    17  miles  of  Road,  estimated  to  cost  L.1700 
Leith,  6  „  „  370 

Musselburgh,  4}         ^  s>  400 

Portobello,      2  „  „  350 


29^ 


L.2,820 


The  debt  affecting  the  county  turnpikes  was  at  one  time  very  large. 
Id  the  year  1836  it  amounted  to  L.98,067,  12s.  5d.,  but  during  the 
23  years  to  1858,  upwards  of  L.  88,000  has  been  paid  off,  and  the  debt 
ftt  Whitsunday  1858  amounted  to  only  L.  9,659,  4s.  7d. 

Since  the  passing  of  the  Act  in  1835,  upwards  of  L. 87,000  has  been 
expended  on  improvements. 

Statute  Labour  Roads. 

The  Statute  Labour  Roads  in  the  county  of  Edinburgh  extend,  as 
already  mentioned,  to  about  171  miles ;  but  m  some  parishes  no  regular 
measurement  exists,  and  the  extent  in  others  is  doubtful. 

The  regulating  SUtute  is  the  5  and  6  Will.  IV.,  cap.  68  (3d  July 
1835),  which  provides  separately  for  roads  within  <'  the  Middle  District " 
or  city  of  Edinburgh,  and  those  in  the  rest  of  the  county.  Provision  is 
made  for  the  latter  being  maintained  by  the  personal  sei-vices  of  occupiers 
of  land,  parties  keeping  carts,  and  householders,  and  for  these  services 
special  maximum  rates  of  conversion  are  laid  down  by  the  Act,  viz.  : — 

For  each  ploughgate  of  land,  .  .     L.l  16    0 

For  each  double  horse  cart,  .  .  .        0  18    0 

For  each  single  horse  cart,  .  .  0  12    0 

For  each  additional  or  supernumerary  draught  horse,     0    9    0 
.    For  each  householder  occupying  a  house,  whereof  the 

yearly  rent  or  value  is  above  40s.,  .080 

Parties  to  be  chargeable  only  in  one  capacity. 

The  extent  or  value  of  a  ploughgate  is  not  defined  in  the  Act  of  1835, 
bnt  it  is  renerally  calculated  at  50  acres  ;  or  the  numbers  of  ploughgates 
in  the  different  parishes  are  ascertained  from  old  lists  which  have  long 
been  acted  on  as  the  rule  for  assessment. 

A  former  Act,  passed  in  1784,  provides  that  <<  each  estate  and  farm 
nhall  be  held  to  contain  as  many,  ploughgates  as  the  arable  and  pasture 
land  might  reasonably  keep  of  ploughs  if  under  tillage."  Under  this 
Act,  lists  of  the  ploughgates  were  reported  by  the  parishes  to  the  Justices ; 
and  a  subsequent  Act  in  1803,  directs  new  lists  to  be  sent  to  the  Trustees, 
and  authorises  the  general  meeting  to  check  these  lists,  and  rectify  them 
if  erroneous. 

The  Act  of  1835  snecially  provides  that  the  Statute  Service  and  Con- 
version shall  be  ex<uusively  applied  to  the  repair  of  roads  within  the 
parish  nherc  it  is  raised. 

The  rates  actually  levied  in  the  different  parishes  vary  verj  much, 
tecrn^ing  to  the  requirement  of  each  parish. 

The  total  expenditure  on  maintenance  and  repair,  over  the  whole 
OHmty,  appears  from  the  Return  handed  in  by  Mr  Dundas  of  Arniston 
(Bvidenoe,  p.  22)  to  be  .  .     L.1,261     4    1 

And  the  expense  of  Management,         .  .  228  14    5 


L.1,489  18    G 
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County  The  qualification  of  a  Trustee  on  the  Statute  Labour  Roads  b  the 

of  same  as  that  of  a  Turnpike  Trustee. 

Edinburgh.        q^  ^^^^  £8  parishes  in  the  countv,  12  are  under  the  charge  of  the  same 
surveyor,  and  contain  about  70  miles  of  roads. 

As  already  mentioned,  93  miles  of  Statute  Labour  Roads  have  been 
assumed  as  Turnpike  Roads  since  the  passing  of  the  County  Act  in 
1835,  which  has  had  the  e£fect  of  considerably  diminishing  the  assess- 
ment in  several  parishes. 

Bridge  Monet. 

By  section  40  of  the  Statute  Labour  Act,  provision  is  made  for  Bridge 
Money  being  levied  on  heritors  at  the  rate  of  28.  6d.  per  L.lOO  Scots. 
But  no  separate  assessment  has  been  imposed  under  this  head  for  several 
years. 

City  op  Edinburgh. 

The  streets  and  roads  within  the  Parliamentary  boundaries  of  the 
city  of  Edinburgh  are  either  (1)  Portions  of  turnpike  roads  maintained  by 
the  Turnpike  Road  Trustees ;  (2)  streets  and  roads  maintained  by  the 
Paving  Board  ;  or  (3)  private  streets  upheld  hj  the  proprietors. 

The  portions  of  turnpike  within  the  Parliamentary  boundaries  have 
already  been  stated  to  extend  to  about  17  tniles,  the  estimated  annual 
cost  of  maintenance  being  L.1700. 

Against  this  amount,  however,  must  be  stated  an  annual  payment  of 
about  L.360,  made  to  the  County  Turnpike  Tnistees  by  the  Edinburgh 
Paving  Board,  in  respect  of  statute  labour  assessment  now  levied  by 
them  in  streets,  which,  by  the  removal  of  the  toll-bars,  have  now  been 
transferred  from  the  county  to  the  city  district. 

The  great  bulk  of  the  streets  and  roads  within  the  city  are  under  the 
management  of  the  Trustees  of  what  was  formerly  called  **  The  Middle 
District,"  who  now  form  "The  City  of  Edinburgh  Paving  Board." 
The  Thist  is  regulated  by  the  Act  9  and  10  Vict.,  cap.  $65  TTth  August 
1846),  and  certain  earlier  Acts  therein  referred  to,  especially  the  Act 
5  and  6  Will.  IV.,  cap.  68  (3d  July  1885). 

The  area  of  assessment  includes  all  property  within  the  toll-bar^ 
which  were  set  back  in  1854,  and  are  now,  under  the  Act,  placed  either 
at  or  beyond  the  Parliamentary  boundary  of  the  city. 

The  portions  of  turnpike  akeadv  adverted  to  come  within  this  area ; 
and  it  is  in  respect  of  these  that  the  annual  payments  are  made  to  the 
district  Trustees,  corresponding  with  the  assessment  levied  from  8ubjp:ts 
which  formerly  were  without  the  toll-bars.  But  with  this  exception, 
the  Paving  Board  have  right  to  the  assessment  derived  from  all  other 
streets,  even  although  these  may  be  upheld  by  the  Turnpike  Trustees. 

The  Paving  Board  have  also  to  maintain  certain  roads  and  streets 
beyond  the  Parfiamentary  boundaries  of  Edinburgh,  and  within  those  of 
Leith ;  whilst  the  assessment  levied  from  parties  resident  in  these  streets 
is  collected  and  retained  by  the  town  of  Leith. 

The  assessment  leviable  by  the  Paving  Board  in  respect  of  the  con- 
version of  Statute  Labour  is  limited  by  the  Act  to  4d.  per  £  of  the  rental 
or  yearly  value  of  the  premises  in  respect  of  the  occupation  of  which, 
parties  are  liable  for  the  assessment. 

The  rate  at  present  levied  is  3id.  per  £  on  the  real  rent  as  shown  by 
the  Valuation  Roll,  but  the  assessment  does  not  extend  to  shops,  unless 
where  they  have  dwelling-houses  attached,  which  has  the  effect  of  ex- 
empting property  valued  at  L.  188,577,  besides  other  descriptions  of 
property  valued  at  L.  124,525,  which  are  also  exempted  ;  so  that,  although 
the  gross  Valuation  Roll  of  the  city  amounts  to         .        •    L. 807,326 

The  proportion  assessed  for  paving  rate  is  only  .        494,224 

Leaving  as  property  exempted,    .        .    L.313,102 
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The  nett  amount  raised  by  the  assessment  at  3^d.  per  £  is  stated  in  the 


[Hinted  accoonts  for  1868,  at 

There  is  also  a  temporary  rate  of  2d.  per  £  levied  on 
proprietors  in  private  streets  (for  16  years),  out 
of  which  there  is  to  be  formed  a  fond  of  L.10,0(X> 
(at  their  repair.    This  assessment  produced 

Making  in  all,   . 
There  is  also  an  annual  revenue  from  ^^  Causeway 
Mail,"  applicable  to  the  repair  of  the  streets,  the 
gross  amount  of   which  m    1858  is   stated  at 
Ll607*  4s.  2^.,  and  the  nett  proceeds 

Making  the  total  revenue,    • 


L.6,790  11    2) 


1,681  14    7i 

I        m  II    <i  ■  »  . 

L.8,472     6  10 


1,161     0    6 
L.0,633    6    3 


The  "  Causeway  Mail,"  or  "  Duty  on  Shod  Carts,*'  is  a  tax  or  toll  leviable 
on  horses,  carts,  carriages,  etc.,  conveying  certain  kinds  of  goods,  etc., 
into  the  city.  It  is  collected  by  the  City  Chamberlain,  who  employs 
parties  to  levy  the  dues  at  all  the  entrances  to  the  city.  The  cost  of 
collection  in  1858  is  stated  at  L.446,  3s.  9id.,  beixig  nearly  28  per  cent, 
of  the  sum  collected. 

From  the  proceeds  of  the  assessment  of  2d.  j»er  £  on  the  proprietors 
in  private  streets,  the  Board  must  have  set  apart,  by  Whitsunday  186i| 
a  sum  of  L.1 0,000.  Of  this  sum  L.  7,796,  7s.  had  already  been  provided 
at  Whitsunday  1858. 

The  expenditure,  as  shown  in  the  printed  accounts  (1858),  may  be 
stated  as  follows : — 

L  On  streets  and  roads — 

1.  Ordinary  repairs,       .... 

2.  Special  repaurs  and  improvements^     . 


L.7,358    3    0 
664    4    ^ 


IL  Rents  and  expenses  of  depots  and  quarries, 
IIL  General  expenses  of  management — 

1.  Ordinary  and  annual,  .  .    L.530 

2.  Incidental,        .  .  .426 


L.7,922 
252 


7    9} 

9  a 


14    1 
13  11 


IV.  Payments  to  county  Eoad  Trusts,    as  already 
explained,  ..... 

V.  Interest  to  Bank,  ,  .  .  . 


957    8    0 

368  17    7 
28  12  11 


L.9,629  16    2i 
From  which  there  are  to  be  deducted  certain  repay- 
ments for  v^ork  done,  and  contributions  by  public 
bodies  towards  improvements,    .  .        1,129    6    2 


MakiiM;  the  actual  expense  incurred  by  the  Board,  .  L.8,400  10 
In  order  to  show  the  precise  amount  expended  on 
streets  and  roads  tn  Edinbur^liy  it  will  be  further 
necessarv  to  deduct  from  the  above  sum  L.270, 
being  the  amount  expended  by  the  Edinburgh 
Paving  Board  on  upholding  streets  in  Leith,  as 
before  mentioned,  ....  270    0 


0 


Cost  of  streets  and  roads  in  Edinburgh, 


L.8,130  10    0 


It  should  be  observed  that  the  above  amount  gives  only  the  sum  ex- 
pendedJbjJhePa^ng^Board  on  the  maintenance  of  the  roadway  of  the 
streets ;  and  tbat,*'l^ides  this,  the  foot  pavement  and  certain  private 


County 

Edinburgh. 
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County       streets  are  maintained  at  the  cost  of  the  proprietors,  and  that  the  cleansing 
K  i'  h^    h     *^^  carting  is  stated  in  Mr  Sinclair's  Evidence  to  amount  to  about  3d. 
'"  ^^  '    per  £,  which  is  paid  separately  out  of  the  police  rate. 

Burgh  of  Lerth. — Parts  of  the  turnpike  roads  in  the  Cramond  and 
the  Post  Road  districts  come  within  the  Parliamentary  boundaries  of  the 
burgh  of  Leith ;  the  extent  of  such  roads  witmn  the  burgh  is  aoout  six 
miles,  and  the  estimated  annual  cost,  L.370. 

About  1  mile  58  yards  of  streets  are  maintained  by  the  Leith  Dock 
and  Harbour  Commission,  out  the  exact  measure  ot  their  naoility  is 
disputed,  and  some  ot  the  streets  are  repaired  under  protest. 

Certain  streets  and  roads  within  the  burgh  of  Leith,  extending  to 
about  two  miles,  are  maintamed  by  the  Edinburgh  Paving  Board,  in 
virtue  of  an  agreement  given  effect  to  in  the  local  Acts  passed  for  Edin> 
burgh  and  Leith  in  1846.  Notwithstanding  the  maintenance  of  these 
streets  being  thrown  upon  the  Edinburgh  Paving  Board,  the  property 
in  the  district  is  liable  to  the  Leith  assessment.  The  estimated  annual 
expense  of  maintaining  these  two  miles  of  road  is  about  L.260  or  L.270. 

About  3  miles  206  yards  of  streets,  chiefly  on  the  outskirts  of  the  old 
town  of  Leith,  form  what  is  called  the  "  Leith  Road  District,"  and  are 
regulated  by  an  Act  9  and  10  Vict.,  cap.  125.  The  funds  for  maintain- 
ing them  are  raised  by  an  assessment  on  property  within  the  district, 
in  lieu  of  conversions  of  statute  labour, — the  maximum  rate  authorised 
by  the  Act  being  5d.  per  £  on  the  real  rent  of  dwelling-houses,  levied  on 
occupiers.  The  rate  actually  levied  is  4d.  per  £,  and  the  actual  cost  of 
maintenance  amounted  in  1858  to  L.435,  17s.  2d.  In  con.sequence  of 
the  assessment  being  limited  to  dwelling-houses,  the  annual  value 
assessed  under  the  Road  Act  is  only  L.37,325,  5s.,  whereas  the  annual 
value  of  the  whole  property  within  the  district  (except  churches  and 
such  like)  amounts  to  L.88,047,  6s.  Lastly,  the  whole  roads  and  streets 
within  the  police  bounds,  with  the  exception  of  those  ahready  mentioned, 
are  upheld  out  of  the  police  assessment  of  the  burgh.  The  streets 
maintained  from  this  source  are  stated  as  extending  to  about  6^  miles, 
and  costing,  on  an  average,  L.407  per  annum. 

Exclusive,  therefore,  of  the  streets  upheld  by  the  Harbour  Trustees, 
the  whole  roads  and  streets  within  the  Parliamentary  boundary  of  Leith 
cost  about  L.  1,483,  whereof  L.270  is  defrayed  by  the  Edinburgh  Paving 
Board. 

There  are  three  toll-bars  within  the  Parliamentary  limits  of  the 
burgh,  besides  two  check-bars. 

Burgh  of  Musselburgh. — The  Turnpike  Road  Trustees  maintain  4i 
miles  of  road  within  the  Parliamentary  boundaries  of  Musselburgh,  at 
an  annual  cost  of  about  L.400,  and  nearly  five  miles  of  road  arc  main- 
tained out  of  the  statute  labour  funds,  10s.  being  levied  on  each  plough- 
gate  of  land,  4s.  on  each  horse  and  cart,  and  Is.  to  Is.  6d.  on  each 
householder. 

The  burgh  has  adopted  the  general  Police  Act  (Loch's  Act),  and 
under  this  the  foot-paths  are  partly  maintained. 

The  remainder  of  the  streets  are  upheld  from  the  ordinary  revenue  of 
the  burgh,  and  chiefly  from  a  fund  of  customs  called  "  Geiitie's  Custom," 
which  is  a  ^  Through  custom,*'  and  is  let  to  a  tacksman,  the  annual  rent 
being  about  L.210.  But  this  fund  is  not  all  applicable  to  the  burgh 
streets,  as  part  of  the  interest  of  the  town's  debt  is  paid  out  of  it. 

There  is  a  toll-bar  within  the  Parliamentary  boundaries  of  the  burgh. 

Burgh  of  Portobdlo, — ^The  main  street  is  maintained  by  the  Turnpike 
Road  Trustees,  and  extends  to  nearly  two  miles,  costing  on  an  average 
L.350  per  annum. 
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Part  of  ihe  roads  in  the  burgh  are  upheld  by  statute  labour  asaesament,       Coanty 
which  is  levied  in  the  parish  at  the  rate  of  168.  per  plougbgate  of  land,    ^au^    k 
4s.  on  each  cart  horse,  and  on  householders  above  L.5  and  under  L.20  of    ^^  *"^ 
jeariy  value,  Is.,  and  above  that,  Is.  6d. 

The  Police  Commissioners  have  power,  under  Rutherfurd's  Act,  to 
compel  proprietors  to  put  the  streets  within  burgh  in  proper  repair,  and 
after  that  has  been  done,  to  levy  an  assessment  for  their  future  main-, 
tenance.    But  the  Act  has  not  yet  been  put  in  force. 


The  cost  of  maintenance  and  management  of  the  whole  roads  within 
the  coan^  of  Edinburgh  and  the  several  burghs  may  be  stated  sepa- 
rately as  follows : — 

CotaUy  of  Edinburgh.— Tvunpike  roads — 

Maintenance,    .....    L.14,056  11    6 
Management,     .....  569  18    2 

L.14,616     9    8 
Statute  Labour  Roads,  ....        1,489  18    6 


L.16,106     8     2 


li^ote, — The  cost  of  turnpikes  within  burghs,  included  in  the 
above  sum,  is  as  follows  :-— 

Within  city  of  Edinburgh,  .  .     L.  1,700    0    0 

„       burgh  of  Leith,  .  -  370    0    0 

„  w        Musselburgh     .  .  400    0    0 

„  „        Portobello,       .  .  360    0    0 


L.2,820 

0 

0 

L.1,700 
8,130 

0 
0 

0 
0 

L.9,830 

0 

0 

City  of  Edinburgh. — ^Turnpikes  within  burgh, 

Expenditure  of  Paving  Board 
on  roads  within  burgh, 


Besides  private  streets,  foot  pavements,  street  scraping,  etc,  etc. 

5iir^Ao/2>i^A.--Tumpike8  within  burgh,      .            .     L.370    0  0 

Maintained  by  Edin.  Paving  Board,         270    0  0 

Leith  Road  District,                                 436  17  2 

Streets  wiUiin  police  bounds,           .        407    0  0 

L.1,482  17  2 


(Ilarbour  Commissioners'  expenditure  not  known). 

Burgh  of  Musselburgh. — Turnpikes  within  burgh,  L.400    0    0 

Besides  Statute  Labour  Roads,  etc.    . 


Burgh  o/'PortoieZfo.— Turnpikes  within  burghs,  .     L.360    0    0 

Besides  Statute  Labour  Roads,  etc.    ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

The  debt  on  the  Turnpike  Roads  in  the  county  of  Edinburgh  con- 
wted,  at  Whitsunday  1868,  of  L.9,669,  48.  7d.,  on  the  security  of  the 
tolls  only. 


bcxz  Mepori. 

Conntj 
gj^^  XIL—COUNTY  OF  ELGIN. 

The  public  roads  in  the  county  of  Elgin  extend  in  all  to  484  miles,  and 
consist  of->turnpike  roads,  88  miles  ;  statute  labour  roads,  360  miles ;  and 
roads  under  the  charge  of  the  Commissioners  for  Highland  Roads  and 
Bridges,  35}  miles. 

I.  TuBNFiKs  Roads  um  B&idges. 

There  are  5  separate  Turnpike  Road  Trusts,  and  2  Bridge  Trusts ;  but 
one  of  the  Turnpike  Trusts  is  a  Banffshire  Trust,  although  the  road  is 
wholly  in  Morayshire. 

The  accounts  of  the  4  Morayshire  Road  Trusts  are  kept  separately,  bnt 
the  roads  are  all  under  one  surveyor,  and  are  all  comprised  under  the 
existing  County  Act,  passed  in  1840. 

1.  The  Boat  of  Bridge  Turnpike. 
Length,  8  miles,  with  one  toll. 

1856-57.  1857-58. 

Revenue,  .  .  .    L.llO  17    0    L.165  17    O 

In  1858.59  it  has  faUen  to  L.40. 
Maintenance  and  management,  .        107    2    9        195  12    4 

In  1858-50,  L.70,  38.  lid. 

The  surveyor  takes  charge  of  the  roads  of  all  the  4  Trusts,  and  is  paid, 
out  of  the  funds  of  the  Consolidated  Trust,  a  salary  of  L.100.  The  derk 
has  L.41,  paid  &om  the  same  source,  and  the  treasurer  has  L.2,  2s. 

The  debt  consists  of      .  .  .  .        L.1050    0    0 

For  which  Lord  Fife's  Trustees  were  personally  liable,  but  which  they 
have  paid  up  and  are  now  creditors  for  the  amount. 

There  is  also  a  subscription  debt,  on  which  no  interest  has  been  paid 

for  many  years,       ....        L.700    0    0 
Interest  to  May  1859,  .  .  812    0    0 


L.1512    0     0 


The  revenue  was  never  sufficient  to  maintain  the  road  and  pay  full 
interest  on  the  debt,  but  the  deficiency  was  made  up  from  the  nrnds  of 
the  Consolidated  Trust.  The  railway  has  materially  impaired  the  revenue, 
which  it  is  feared  may  be  still  fiarther  reduced. 

2.  The  Consolidated  Turnpikes 
extend  to  about  52  miles,  with  11  tolls. 

1856-57.  1867-58.  1868-59. 

Revenue,       .  .        L.2132  14    9    L.2119  13    6    L.1102    5    0 

Maintenance  and  manage- 
ment,       .  .  1335  10  10        1430  11    6  961     3    5 

The  surveyor  has  L.lOO,  the  clerk  L.41,  for  all  the  roads,  and  the 
treasurer  for  this  Trust  has  L.35. 

The  debt  has  been  very  much  reduced  lateljr,  and  now  consists  of  a  bill 
granted  by  two  of  the  Trustees  under  authority  of  a  meeting  of  the  Trus- 
tees, for  ......        L.1300    0    0 

Interest  has  hitherto  been  paid  at  the  current  rate,  which  is  now  4^  per 
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cent;  but  in  future  the  revenue  is  likely  to  be  deficient.    Besides  the      County 
above  debt,  there  is  a  krge  amount  of  subscription  debt,    L.  10,910    1  10       p,,^! 
Interest  on  do.,  ....        11,019    1     7       ^^^' 

In  all,        L.21,929    3    6 

No  mterest  has  been  paid  since  18359  when  a  dividend  of  5  per  cent. 
was  made. 

3.  The  Dava  Turnpike, 

Len^h,  8  miles,  with  2  tolls. 

1856-67.  1857-68.  1858-69. 

Revenue,     .  L.85    0    0    L.89    0    0    L.81    0    0 

Maintenance  and  management,        7111        85    80        67    94 

The  treasurer  has  L.2,  2s. 

The  debt  is  constituted  by  biUs,  andheld^by  Lord  Moray,  Lord  Seafield, 
and  Mr  Gumming  Bruce,  who  took  on  themselves  the  burden  of  the 
debt,  and  advan<»d  the  amount,   •  .  L.1100    0    0 

Any  deficiency  in  the  revenue  has  been  made  up  from  the  funds  of  the 
Consolidated  Trust. 

The  subscription  debt  on  this  road  amounts  to 
On  which  no  interest  has  been  paid  for  many 
years,  and  the  arrears  amounted  at  Whitsun- 
day 1869  to        . 
Besides  a  separate  amount  due  Lord  Moray,  of 


L.lOlO  12  0 

1172  5  11 
660  0  0 

L.2732  17 

11 

4.  The  Bothes  Tumpiie. 

Length)  12  miles,  with  2  tolls. 

1856-57.  1857-58.  1858-59. 

Revenue,  .        L.550    6    0    L.661  14  0    L.304  18  11 

Uaintenaace  and  management,  215    6    9        282  18  9        137  15    2 

The  treasurer  has  L.IO. 

The  debt,  constituted  by  bill,  as  in  the  Consolidated  Trust,  amounts 
to L.2750    0    0 

Thm  is  also  a  subscription  debt  amounting  to  731    5    0 

OB  which  no  interest  has  been  paid  for  many  years. 
The  accumulated  interest  amounted,  at  May  1859,  to  906  17    4 

L.16d8    2    4 


The  revenue  is  likely  to  suffer  very  conuderably  from  the  railways. 
5.  71ie  JPindhom  Snspmdon  Bridge 

»M  erected  under  a  special  Act  passed  in  1830,  and  which  also  applies  to 
the  Spey  Bridge,  both  bridges  having  been  destroyed  by  the  great  floods 
in  1820. 

The  Trust  embraces  about  50  yards  of  approaches.'  The  funds  for 
ewrting  the  bridge  were  raised  by  a  loan  of  about  L.7000,  on  the  security 
of  the  pontage  only.    This  debt  has  now  been  reduced  to    L.2 145  16    6 

Hitherto  5  per  cent,  interest  has  been  paid ;  but  the  revenue  has  fallen 
inore  than  one-half  during  the  past  year. 
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County               In  1866-67,  it  amounted  to     .  .                    L.406    2    8 

,<»f                         1857-68,      .             .             .  .             .             444     6     7 

1868-69,    .             .  L.193     0    0 

Less  collection,  18    4    0 


Elgin. 


174  16    0 


The  expense  of  maintenance  and  repairs. 

In  1866-67,  was  ...  .        L.63  19    4 

1867-68,        .  .  .  .  36  17     1 

The  treasurer  has  L.IO,  10s.,  and  the  clerk  L.IO,  10s. 

A  pontage  toll  is  charged  on  foot-passengers,  as  well  as  on  horses  and 
carriages. 

The  Trustees  consist  of  parties  having  a  qualification  in  land,  and  of 
creditors  to  the  amount  of  L.200.  The  Trust  is  managed  by  a  committee 
of  their  number  in  the  panshes  of  Forres  and  Dyke. 

6.  The  Bridge  ofSp^^  at  Fochabers, 

originally  a  stone  structure  of  four  arches,  was  partially  destroyed  by  the 
^reat  flood  in  1829,  and,  under  special  Acts  passed  in  1830  and  1832,  a 
timber  arch  was  substituted,  resting  on  the  original  stone  piers.  This  was 
soon  found  to  be  insufficient,  from  dry  rot  having  manifested  itself,  and 
it  was  replaced  by  an  iron  arch  in  1854. 

This  was  accomplished  by  means  of  a  loan  from  the  Duke  of  Bichmond, 
on  the  security  of  the  tolls,  of       .  .  .        L.3669    3  10 

And,  at  Whitsunday  1864,  there  existed  a  balance  of 
former  debt^  amounting  to  .  .  915  11    8 

4584  15    6 
Less  reduced  during  year,        .  .        '    614    0    0 


Making  the  debt  at  WhiUunday  1855,  .  .  3970  16    6 

At  Whitsunday  1868,  it  had  been  reduced  to  L.d433  12    6 

And,  in  September  1858,  a  sum  was  received  from  the 
Inverness  and  Aberdeen  Junction  Railway  Company, 
as  compensation  for  loss  of  traffic,  amounting  io  .  2500    0    0 


933  12    6 
And  there  was  i>aid  off  out  of  revenue,  .  209  19    8 


Reducing  the  debt,  at  26th  May  1859,  to  .  723  12  10 


The  revenue  from  the  pontage  which  is  paid  by  foot-passengers,  as  well 

as  on  horses  and  carriages,  amounted,  in  1856-57,  to      L.719    3    6 

And  in  1857-68,  U>    .  .  .  .  .  688  19    0 

The  expenditure  during  these  years  embraced  several  extra  items ;  but 
it  may  be  stated  on  an  average  at  about  L.30. 

The  nett  receipts  are  expected  in  future  to  average  L.200  a  year.  The 
rates  of  pontage  have  been  reduced  considerably ;  but,  after  the  debt  is 
paid  off,  the  Trustees  may  accumulate  a  fund  of  L.5000  for  repairs,  before 
taking  off  the  toll 

7.   The  Fochabers  Turnpike^ 

extending  to  5  miles  149  yards,  with  1  toll,  is  a  Banffshire  Trust,  although 
the  road  is  entirely  within  the  county  of  Elgin  (see  Banffshire,  No.  10). 
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8.  Bo<a  of  Bridge  {Banffshire)  Turnpike,  County 

Besides  the  Boat  of  Bridge  Elginshire  Turnpike  (No.  1),  there  is  within        EV^hu 
the  county  1  mile  6  furlongs  of  a  Banffshire  Road,  which  also  goes  by  the 
name  of  the  Boat  of  Bridge  Road  (see  Banffshire,  No.  2). 

9.  The  Keith  Tumpikey 

vhich  is  also  a  Banfihire  Trust,  has  1  mile  in  the  county  of  Elgin  (see 
Banf&hire,  No.  12). 

II.  Pakliamentabt  Roads  and  Bbidges. 

The  following  roads,  etc.,  in  the  county  of  Elgin  are  under  the  charge 
of  the  Commissioners  for  Highland  Roads  and  Bridges.  One-fourth  of  the 
expense  of  maintenance  is  borne  by  the  Commissioners,  who  also  defray 
the  whole  expense  of  management.  The  remaining  three-fourths  are 
borne  by  the  county,  and  raised  by  an  assessment  on  proprietors,  according 
io  the  old  valued  rent.  The  assessment  in  the  county  amounts  to  between 
U200  and  L.300  a  year. 

10.  The  Findhorn  Parliamentary  Mood, 

of  which  there  are  3  miles  within  the  county  of  Elgin,  which,  last  year, 
cost  L.  14,  23.  for  maintenance ;  three-fourths  of  that  sum  being  payable 
by  the  county,  and  one-fourth  by  the  Commiassioners,  besidea  the  expense 
of  management. 

11.  The  Speyside  Parliamentary  Boad, 

of  which  there  are  5  miles  1615  yards  within  the  county  of  Elgin,  costings, 
last  year,  L.41,  13s.  7d.,  divisible  between  the  Gommissionera  and  ihs 
county,  in  the  proportion  of  one-fourth  to  three- fourths. 

12.  The  Ghrantcwn  Road,  Length,  20  miles)  „^.     ., 
The  DuihU  Road,  Length,  6^  miles       J  ^^*  ™"^'- 

These  are  two  old  military  roads,  and  the  expense  of  maintenance  is 
stated  by  the  Commissioners  at  L.239,  divisible  between  the  Commissioners 
«nd  the  county  in  the  proportion  of  one-fourth  to  three-fourths.  There 
ve  no  tolls  on  these  roads. 

13.  The  Craiffellachie  Bridge  and  Approaches, 

extending  to  1  mile ;  annual  cost,  L.29,  Is.  4d.  One  half  of  this  sum,  L.I4, 
10s.  8d.,  is  charged  to  the  county  of  Banff,  and  the  other  half  to  the 
county  of  Elgin ;  the  Commissioners  in  either  case  defraying  one-fourtby 
ud  the  county  three-fourths  of  the  amount. 

III.  SxATUtB  Labour  Roads. 

The  statute  labour  roads  in  the  county  of  Elgin  are  regulated  by  the 
Act  59  Geo.  m.,  cap.  67.  The  qualification  for  Trustees  is  the  posses- 
sioD  of  land  to  the  annual  value  of  L.lOO  sterling,  or  valued  in  the  cess 
books  at  L.  100  Scots ;  also  their  eldest  sons^  and  certain  Trustees 

The  county  is  divided  into  6  districts,  viz.,  those  of  Elgin^  Urquhart, 
l^uiTas,  Forres,  Rothes,  and  Strathspey. 

The  minimum  rate  of  assessment  on  lands  is  30s.  per  L.lOO  Seots 
valued  rent,  and  the  maximum  50s.  The  rate  is  leviable  from  owners^ 
but  with  a  power  of  recovering  to  the  extent  of  three- fourths  from  their 
teumts. 


El^dn. 
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Connty  There  is  also  a  rate  on  houses  and  other  huildings  having  no  huid 

,^(^  annexed,  according  to  a  scale  which  varies  from  4d.  to  Is.  per  £  sterling, 
but  not  to  exceed  40s.  in  all. 

With  the  exception  of  one  or  two  parishes,  which  have  a  common  fond, 
applicable  to  the  roads  indiscriminately,  the  money  levied  in  each  parish  is 
exclusively  applied  to  the  roads  within  that  parish. 

There  is  a  surveyor  for  most  of  the  districts,  who  prepares  a  report  as 
to  the  application  of  the  funds,  and,  if  approved  of  by  the  Trustees,  takes 
charge  of  seeing  it  carried  out ;  but,  in  many  cases,  the  money  is  laid  out 
by  the  factors  on  the  large  estates,  who  account  to  the  Trustees  for  its 
application. 

The  funds  levied  in  many  parishes  are  insufficient  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  roads,  and  proprietors  have  frequently  to  make  advances  which  are 
repaid  out  of  the  assessments  payable  bj'  them,  but  without  interest. 

On  Lord  Seafield's  estate  the  tenants  in  the  Strathspey  District  are  taken 
bound  in  their  leases  to  pay  3d.  per  £,  the  proprietor  contributing  a  simOar 
sum  for  road  money.  In  this  way  considerably  more  than  the  maximum 
rate  of  assessment  is  paid,  the  statutory  amount  being  quite  insufficient. 

From  the  returns  procured  from  the  clerks,  it  appears  that  in  eight 
parishes  the  assessment  is  at  50s.,  the  maximum ;  in  six,  the  rate  is  40s. ; 
m  one,  35s.  ;  and  in  another,  30s.  The  Strathspey  District  is  assessed 
under  the  special  arrangement  already  adverted  to. 

The  total  asseBsment  levied  in  the  county,  on  an  average  of  the  last 
three  years,  has  been  L.  1,955,  19b.,  and  the  cost  of  the  roada  L.  1,926, 
1 3s.  5d. 

The  rate  of  expenditure,  per  mile,  has  been  as  follows : — 

Expense  of  maintenance,  including  surveyor's  salary,  L.4  19    8^  per  mile. 
Salaries  and  collectors'  poundage,  .  .        0    6  10        „ 

Extraordinary  expenses,  .  .        0    0    6        « 

Qross  annual  cost  of  statute  labour  roads,  .    L.5    7    0}  per  mile. 

In  the  Rothes  District  there  is  a  considerable  debt,  amounting  to 
L.  1,227,  98.  4^d.,  which  was  incurred  in  making  a  new  road  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Spey.  There  is  no  prospect  of  its  being  repaid.  The  cost 
of  construction  was  greater,  but  Lord  Seafield's  proportion  was  never 
entered  as  a  debt. 

In  the  parish  of  Speymouth,  in  the  Urquhart  and  Duffus  District,  there 
is  also  a  debt  incurred  by  over  advances  on  the  part  of  the  Duke  of  Rich- 
mondj  amounting  to  upwards  of  L.370. 

Buboes. 

Elgin. — The  High  Street,  or  main  street  of  the  town,  is  upheld  by  an 
annual  contribution  from  the  Turnpike  Trustees  (supposed  about  L.20), 
and  the  balance  required  is  defrayed  out  of  the  common  good  of  the  burgh. 

According  to  the  Parliamentary  return,  the  extent  of  street  is  as 
follows : — 

U.    F.       T. 

Maintuned  otherwise  than  by  statute 

labour  or  paving  rates,                 .      0  5  110,  costing  L.56  15  1 

Maintained  by  Turnpike  Trustees,         2  6  177,        „       166  10  0 

„      by  statute  labour  assessment,  7  2  174,        „      129  13  4 

The  average  yearly  amount  assessed  is  stated  at  L.318, 12s.  9d.  This 
is  thrown  into  a  common  fund  with  what  is  levied  in  the  landward  part  of 
the  parish. 

The  rates  levied  are  35b.  per  L.100  Soots  on  lands  and  on  houses, 
according  to  rent,  from  Is.  5d.  to  28s.,  with  Is.  5d.  on  each  horse.     These 
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ntes  are  all  below  the  znaximum.    In  part  of  the  burgh,  beyond  the       County 

parish  of  Elgin,  the  maximum  rates  are  leyied.  ^^t, 

There  are  no  tolls  within  the  Parliamentary  boundary.  ^"*' 

Forrea. — The  principal  street  in  the  burch  is  part  of  a  turnpike,  and  is 

mtintained  jointly  by  the  burgh  and  the  iWnpike  Trustees. 
Aceording  to  the  Parliamentary  return,  the  eitent  of  the  different 

kinds  of  streets  is  as  follows  : — 

If.     F.       T. 

Maintained  out  of  the  common  good, 

or  otherwise  than  by  statute  labour 

or  paving  rates. 
Maintained  by  Turnpike  Trustees,     . 
„    '       by  statute  labour  funds, 

The  average  amount  of  the  statute  labour  assessment  is  stated  at  L.GO. 
The  rates  levied  are  below  the  maximum,  being  from  one-third  to  two- 
thirds  of  the  statutory  rates. 

There  is  one  toll  within  the  Parliamentary  boundaries. 


1 

2           costing  L.  11 

6     1 

0 

4     110       „          30 

0     0 

2 

0                 »         35 

0     0 

From  the  foregoing  Statement,  and  the  Abstracts  in  the  Appendix,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  average  annual  cost  of  the  whole  roads  and  bridges  in  the 
eooDtyof  Elgin  is  as  follows : — 

Turnpike  roads  and  bridges,    .  .     L.2»192    3    3 

SUtute  labour  roads,  .  .        1,926  13    5 

Military  and  Parliamentary  roads  and  bridges,  364    2    7 

L.4,502  19    3 


The  debt  consists  of— 

Turnpike  debt. 
Secured  by  personal  obligation  of  some  of  the 
Trustees.       .....     L.5,150    0    0 

Do.  on  assignation  to  tolls  only,  .  .      23,760    5     1 

Accomulated  mterest,  .  21,757  10    3 

L.50,667  15    4 
Funds  in  hand,  .  39  17    9 


L.60,627  17    7 
SuanU  lai>our^road  ^t^i^  1,597    8    1 


L.52,225     5    8 


Xni.  COUNTY  OF  FIFE.  County 

of 

The  public  roads  in  the  county  of  Fife  extend  in  all  to  about  736  miles,         ^'^^' 
vhereor  406  miles  4  furlongs  are  turnpikes,  and  329  miles  6  fiirlongB  83 
Jtrds  statute  labour  roods. 

TuBNPiKB  Roads. 

The  whole  of  the  turnpike  roads  in  the  county  (with  the  exception  of 
the  Great  North  Road,  the  Cupar  and  Kinross  Turnpike,  the  Auchter- 
vmdity  and  Newburgh  or  Pitcairly  Turnpike,  the  Outh  and  Nivingstone 
"^impike^  the  Leven  Road  and  Bndge,  the  Camock  and  Kennet  Turnpike, 
sod  the  Ochil  Turnpike),  are  regulated  under  an  Act  called  **  The  Fife 
Tvnplke  Act/*  dated  May  1829  (10  Geo.  IV.,  cap.  84).   By  this  Act,  the 
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County       county  is  divided  into  the  four  districts  of  Cupar,  St  Andrews,  Kirkcaldj, 
P?i  and  Dunfermline.     The  roads  in  the  respective  districts  are  under  the 

^  ^'  management  of  the  Trustees  resident  within  their  bounds,  who  report  their 
proceedings  and  expenditure  annually  to  a  general  meeting  of  the  Road 
Trustees  of  the  county.  The  whole  of  these  roads  are  under  the  charge  of 
one  surveyor,  Mr  M*Gonnell;  but  separate  accounts  are  kept  for  each  dis- 
trict, and  there  are  separate  clerks  and  treasurers  in  each. 

The  roads  are  partly  maintained  by  the  revenue  derived  from  tolls,  and 
also  partly  from  special  grants  or  allocations  made  annually  from  the 
statute  labour  funds,  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  turnpikes. 

1.  The  Cupar  District  Consolidated  Turnpikes 

consist  of  80}  miles  of  road,  with  13  toll-bars. 

The  revenue  of  these  roads,  from  tolls  and  compositions,  amounted, 

in  1856-67,  to  ...  .         L.2,135     7     0 

And  in  1867-68,  to  ...  .  2,200     6     0 

Whilst,  in  both  of  these  years,  the  funds  were  supplemented  by  an  alloca- 
tion from  the  statute  labour  funds  of  L.601,  15s.  7d. 

The  expense  of  maintenance  and  management  amounted, 

in  1856-67,  to  ...  .        L.1,909  19     1 

And  in  1857-68,  to  ...  .  1 J48  16     2 

Tliese  sums  include  L.212,  13s.  Id.  of  expenses  of  management — the 
surveyor's  salary  being  L.90,  7s.  2d.;  the  clerk's,  L.36,  19s.  7d.  ;the 
treasurer's,  L.49,  7s.  6d.    - 

The  debt  in  this  district  was  at  one  time  very  large,  but  upwards  of 
L.30,000  has  been  paid  off  since  1832,  and  at  Whitsunday  1868  it  bad 
been  reduced  to       .  .  .  .  .         L.  8,034  10    6 

Less  balance  at  credit  of  the  Trustees,    .  3,626  10    9 


L.4,507  19    9 
There  is  also  a  sum  due  on   debenture  from  the 
Edinburgh,  Perth,  and  Dundee  Railway  Company, 
which,  if  valued  at  its  full  amount,  3,004  15    0 


Would  reduce  the  debt  to  .        L.  1,503     4    9 

This  debt  stands  on  the  security  of  the  tolls  merely,  and  the  rate  of  in- 
terest paid  is  4^  per  cent. 

2.  The  St  Andrews  District  of  Consolidated  Turnpikes 

contains  137  miles  of  road,  with  20  toll-bars. 

The  revenue  of  these  roads,  from  tolls  and  compositions, 
for  the  year  1866-57,  was         .  .        L.3,331     3     4 

And  in  1867-68,  .  3,132  14     1 

Besides  the  above  revenue,  there  is  also  a  sum  allocated  to  the  turnpikes 
from  the  statute  labour  funds. 

This  amounted,  in  1867-58,  to     .  .  .  L.668     7     1 

And  the  previous  year,  to  .  .  .  698    5    8 

The  expenditure  on    repair    and    management  during    these   years 
amounted  to— 

In  1866-67,  from  turnpike  funds,  ,        L.2,425  19  10 

„  from  statute  labour  do.,        .  .  698    5    8 


And  in  1867-58,  from  turnpike  funds,  L.3,081 
n  from  statute  labour 

funds,  . 


5,081 

1 

L.3,124 
3 

6 

6 

568 

7 

1 

9  fiiO 

8 

4 

■—          0,U"Tlf 
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These  sums  include  an  annual  charge  of  L.  266,  138.  4d.  for  surveyors,       County 
and  about  L.90  for  clerks,  treasurers,  etc.  _jf 

The  debt  has  been  reduced  from  above  L.  18,000,  in 
1834,  to  .....         L.4,900    0     0 

Against  which  the  trustees  hold  a  debenture  from 
the  Edinburgh,  Perth,  and  Dundee  Railway 
Company,  which,  if  stated  at  its  full  amount,    .  880    0    0 

Would  reduce  the  debt  to  .  .        L.4,020    0    0 

This  amount  is  borrowed  on  the  security  of  the  tolls  only,  and  the  rate 
of  interest  allowed  is  4  per  cent. 

3.  The  Kirkcaldy  District  of  Consolidated  Turnpikes 

contains  78^  miles  of  road,  with  13  toll-bars, 

and  had  a  revenue,  in  1856-57,  of  .        L.2,596  17    0 

And  in  1857-58,  of  .  2,737  19     6 

The  expense  of  maintenance  and  management  during 
1856-67  amounted  to   .  .        L.2,747  19     4 

1867-68,  .....  2,569  14     3 

These  sums  include  an  annual  charge  of  L.200  for  surveyor's  salary, 
hl^  58.  for  clerk,  and  L.46,  58.  for  treasurer,  with  L.8  to  general  clerk. 
There  is  no  debt  on  this  district. 

4.  The  Dunfermline  District  of  Consolidated  Turnpikes 

contains  46  miles  of  road,  with  9  toll-bars,  and  had  a  revenue  from  toll 
In  1856-67t  amounting  to  .  .  .        L.  1,086    2    0 

And  m  1867-68,  „  ...  1,099  18    3 

The  expenditure  on  maintenance  and  management, 
In  1866-57,  was  ...  .        L.1,148  14    6 


And  in  1867-58,  .  .  .  1,202  11 


5 


These  sums  include  L.140  per  annum  for  salaries  of  surveyor,  clerk, 
ttd  treasurer. 

The  debt  of  this  district,  which  in  1822  amounted  to  nearly  L.  7,000, 
his  been  all  paid ;  and  the  roads  are  stated  to  be  in  good  order,  and  the 
revenue  sufficient  to  maintain  them. 

5.  The  Cupar  and  itinross  Turnpike 

is  regulated  by  **  The  Kinross-shire  Roads  Act"  of  6ih  September  1831, 
and  eoBsistfl  or  14  miles  of  road  in  Fife,  and  3^  in  the  adjoining  county  of 
KinrosB.    There  are  4  tolls  in  Fife. 
The  revenue  from  tolls  and  compositions, 
In  1856-57,  was  ....        L.424  10    0 

„  1857-68,    „  .  .  380  10     0 

Whilst  in  1868-69  it  was,        .  .  295    0    0 

the  &1I  being  attributable  to  the  opening  of  the  Fife  and  Kinross 
Bailwav. 

In  addition  to  these  sums,  there  is  a  fixed  annual  allocation  from  the 
itatute  labour  funds  of  L.122,  4s.  8d. ;  a  sum  of  L.12,  4s.  6d.  being 
linularly  granted  by  the  Statute  Labour  Trustees  of  Kinross-shire. 
The  expenditute  on  maintenance  and  surveyw's  salary. 
In  1866-57,  was         ...  .        L.337    2  11 

„  1867-68,    „  .  .  .  323  1 1     4 

9 1868-69,    n  .  *  .  210  13  11 

The  elerk  and  treasurer's  salary  is  L.30,  besides  L.11,  2s.  4d.  for  rois- 
™^inifiout  STpsnccii 


Fife. 


lii  Report. 

CooBty  There  is  now  no  debt  upon  the  road,  L.5,200  having  been  paid  off  since 

.?/.  1828. 

6.  The  Auohtermuchty  and  Nexoburgh,  or  Pitcairly^  Turnpike 

is  also  constituted  under  the  Kinross-shire  Roads  Act,  1831.  It  extends 
to  4  miles,  with  1  toll-bar. 

The  revenue,  in  1856-57,  was   .  .        L.60    0    0 

„  1857-58,  .  .  .  fil     0     0 

And  in  1858-59,  .  .  41     0     0 

the  fall  being  also  attributed  to  the  opening  of  the  railways. 

There  is  an  annual  allocation  to  this  road  from  the  statute  labour  funds 
of  L.54,  Is.  lOd. 
The  expenditure  on  maintenance  (including  surveyor's  salary)  may  be 
stated  at  .  .  •  .  .        L.62  15     7 

The  clerk's  salary  is  L.9,  with  L.S,  16s.  3d.  of  miscellaneous  expenses. 
The  debt  may  be  said  to  be  extinguished,  as  there  is  a  sum  ia  bank 
sufficient  to  pay  off  the  small  remainder  of  it. 

7.  The  Otah  and  Nivinff stone  Tumpitee 

are  embraced  under  what  is  called  the  Four  Counties  Act,  passed  in  18S1 
(1  and  2  Will.  IV.,  cap.  71),  and  which  applies  to  roads  in  Fife,  Kinross, 
Clackmannan,  and  Perthshire.  Of  28  miles  of  road,  19  are  in  Fife,  5 
in  Perth,  and  4  in  Kinross. 

The  revenue,  in  1856-57,  was .            .            .        L.719  14  9 

And  in  1857-58,         .                       •           .           662  U  11 
The  expenditure  on  maintenance,  including  surveyor's  salary, 

In  1856-57,  was          ....        L. 736  11  1 

And  in  1857-58,                      .                        .            740    6  9 

The  debt  has  now  been  reduced  to  L.400,  but  there  is  also  a  subscrip- 
tion debt  of  L.  10,000,  arising  from  subscriptions  by  parties  interested  in 
the  locality.  No  interest  has  ever  been  paid  on  these  subscriptions,  and 
there  is  no  prospect  of  any  being  ever  paid,  as  the  revenue  is  yearly  dimi- 
nishing in  consequence  of  the  extension  of  railways. 

8.  The  Leven  Bridge  and  Road  Trust 

is  constituted  under  the  Act  2  and  3  Vict.,  cap.  48  (1839).  Six  trustees 
are  nominated  by  the  Act,  and  three  are  elected  by  the  others. 

There  are  7^  miles  of  road,  besides  the  bridge,  and  four  toll-bars  besides 
the  pontage.  The  total  outlay  on  the  bridge  and  approaches  was 
L.  12,000,  to  raise  which  the  IVustees  had  to  interpose  their  personal 
liabiUty. 

The  debt  has  been  reduced  (at  Whitsunday  1858)  to  L.  5,066,  and  there 
is  a  sum  of  L.260  in  bank.  The  revenue  has  been  injuriously  affected  by 
the  opening  of  the  Leven  Railway. 

In  1866-57  it  amounted  to      .  L.878    9    2 

„  1857-68,  „  .  .  .  790    1     1 

The  expenditure  in  1866-67,  on  maintenance  and 
management,  was        ....        L.299  18    0 

And  in  1857-58,  .  .  .  301  14    2 

the  management  being  stated  at  L.46  per  annum. 

Notwithstanding  a  fall  of  L.lOO  per  annum  on  the  revenue  since  the 
railway  was  opened,  it  has  hitherto  been  sufficient  to  pay  interest  on  the 
debt,  and  leave  a  balance  for  its  reduction. 

9.  The  Cheat  North  Road^ 

to  the  extent  of  17|  miles,  is  situated  within  the  county  of  Fi£t, — (Vtde 
Perthshire,  No.  27.) 


10.  The  Ckimock  and  Kmnet  Rdad  J^l 

has  2  miles  in  the  county  of  TiSt.^Tvde  Perthshire,  No.  80.) 

11.  The  OOiU  Road, 

extending  in  aU  to  26^  miles,  hits'  1  nlile  in  the  comity  of  1%  (19  beii^ 
m  dackmamkan,  44  ui  Perth,  and*  2  in  Stirling). — (See  daekmaniian,  No. 
3.) 

Statute  Lai^ub  Roads. 

The  statute  labour  roads  in  the  co^inty  of  Fife  are  regulated  under  an 
Act— 47  Oea;  IIl^  ca|p.  12  (180p.  The  county  is  dirided  into  four  di^ 
tiictB  of  8tat4te  labour  roads,  which  ifae  the  same  as  the  districts  of  the 
Coniolidated  Turnpikes.  The  assessment  is  laid  upon  proprietors  in  the 
fint  instance,  but  thejr  hare  recourse  agunst  their  tenant^.  It  is  leyi^ 
at  a  certain  i^te  per  plot^gate  of  Uiitd,  which  is  measured*  either  by  L.70 
of  yearly  rent  or  60  acres  in  extent,  iti  the  option  Of  the  partj  assessed. 
The  funds  raised  in  each  parish  are  declared  oy  the  Act  to  be  applicable 
aoldr  to  the  roads  witlun  that  pariah ; — the  onlj  exceptions  bemg,  that 
heritors  possessed  of  two-thirds  of  the  |property  in  a  parish  may  extend 
the  apphcation  io  thd  roads  of  an  adjoining  parish ;  and  also  that  t&e 
ftnds  raised  withiq  a  royal  burgH'  may  be  applied  to  any  roads  within  two 
mi]^  tlll^reoil  There  is  also  levied,  ^thin'the^burghs  and  villages,  a  rate 
on  Householders,  as  conversion  of  personal  services. 

The  Allowing  TaUe  embodies  the  result  of  fietums  obtained  from  the 
ttatnte  laboiir  deriu,  on  an  average  of  three  years  previous  to  Whitsunday 
1858. 
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The  Act  requires  that,  irhere  money  has  been  borrowwl,  a  sum  equal  to       Goooty 
fir^  per  cent,  on  the  capital  shall  be  paid  into  a  sinking  fund  annually,  of 

besdes  the  interest  on  the  debt.  ^^^^ 

Bridob  Monet. 

There  is  also  in  the  county  of  Fife  a  fund  called  "  The  Ploughgate  Fund,*' 
for  building  or  repairing  bridges,  the  cost  of  which  exceeds  L.SOO.  The 
Trustees  are  authorised  to  set  apart  annually  for  this  pui-pose,  out  of  the 
statute  kbour  funds,  a  siun  not  exc^ing  2s.  6d.  sterling  per  ploughgate ; 
but  there  appears  to  have  been  no  such  allocation  for  some  years  pi^t, 
sq4  the  fund  has  been  annually  accumulating  in  bank  in  consequencei  of 
there  being^  no  demands  upon  it.  It  amounted  at  Whitsunday  1858  to 
Ltd4,  IBs.  5d.  There  is  also  another  separate  Bridge  Money  Fund, 
applicable  tf>  lesser  bridges,  being  those  costing  from  L.80  to  L.300  each. 
TSs  fond  is  levied  fix)m  proprietors  according  to  the  old  valued  rtnt, 
without  recourse  against  their  tenants.  It  may  average  L.260  per 
annum,  and  is  allocated  to  the  different  districts  by  the  general  meeting 
of  iTrustecs — one-half  of  the  expense  of  such  bridges  being  defrayed  by  the 
district  in  which  they  are  situated,  and  the  remaining  half  by  the  other 
thiise  districts,  in  proportion  to  their  valued  rents.  The  maximum  assess- 
ment is  3s.  4d.  sterling  per  L.lOO  Scots,  which  to  the  extent  of  Is.  8d. 
is  txelusively  applicable  to  the  district  in  which  it  is  levied. 

ButOHS. 

AnHruther  Ecuter. — According  to  the  Parliamentary  Return  from  (his 
hurgbf  it  contains  1  mile  4  furlonga  159  yards  of  streets,  maintained  at 
a  ^t  of  L.24, 17s.  Gd.  out  of  funds  other  than  statute  labour  or  paving 
rates;  7  furlongs  168  yards  being  maintained  by  the  Turnpike  Trustees. 

Anstruther  fFester. — 6  furlongs  202  yards  of  streets  are  maintained 
by-  the  Turnpike  Trustees ;  4  furlongs  88  yards  are  maintained  out  of 
tht  ordinary  revenues  of  the  bur^.  Statute  labour  assessment,  at  the 
ra|e  of  about  9d.  per  acre,  is  levied  within  the  burgh,  and  paid  into  the 
general  funds  of  the  district.  There  is  no  toll-bar  within  the  burgh,  but 
thtre  are  three  in  the  immediate  vicinity — within  half  a  mile  of  the  parlia- 
n^ntaiy  boandary. 

Burntisland. — From  the  Parliamentary  Return  it  appears  that  1  mile 
5  furlongs  67  yards  of  road  are  maintained  by  the  Turnpike  Road 
Tibstees;  ^  farlongs  130  yards  by  statute  labour  funds;  and  1  mile  6 
foilongs  18D  yards  by  other  means. 

Vrail. — Contains  in  all  3  miles  36  chains  14  links  of  roads.  Of  these, 
1  liile  124  yards  are  upheld  by  Tutnpike  Trustees,  and  2  fnrlongs  $19 
ya^s  by  stitute  labour.  The  other  roads  within  the  municipal  boundary 
ar^  wholly  upheld  by  the  burgh  funds,  and  those  between  the  municipal 
an^  parliai^entary  boundaries  by  the  parties  who  use  them  for  agricultural 
pitposes.    '  i 

yupar.—»lLhtre  ate  nearly  9  miles  of  roads  and  streets  within  the  par- 
entary  Wmdaries.    Of  these,  3,681  yards  are  maintained  by  the  Turn- 
Road  Trustees,  who  also  give  an  annual  grant  of  L.I 8, 10s.  to  assist 
laintaining  the  streets  \?hien  connect  the  turnpikes  through  the  bui^h. 
other  streets  and  roads  are  maintained  partly  by  statute  labour  And 
ly  out  of  the  corporation  revenues.  ' 

le  statute  tbbour  assessment  within  the  burgh  has  hitherto  been 
~  by  stent-roasters  on  means  and  substance ;  but  this  has  been  found 
^fficult,  aad  the  amount  raised  is  only  about  L.25  per  annum.     The 
il  Bssessment  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  burgh  for  roads  amounts  on  an 
to  aboi^t  l^d.  per  £, 

i  are  four  toll-bars  within  the  parliamentary  boundaries. 
lere  are  no  less  thaujeight  bridges  within  the  burgh,  three  of  them 
ovcTlGrESem 
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'     Goonty  DunfemtiM. — ^The  streets  and  roads  within  the  parliamentary  boundary 

pj'  extend  to  9  miles  6  furlongs  22  poles.     Of  these,  3  J  miles  are  upheld  by 

^^         the  Turnpike  Road  Trustees,  and  21  miles  by  statute  labour  assessment 

levied  witnin  the  parish,  but  beyona  the  municipal  boundaries.     The 

remaining  4  miles  22  furlongs  are  maintained  by  means  of  an  assessment 

by  the  Police  Commissioners  under  a  local  Act  obtained  in  1811. 

There  are  six  toll-bars  irithin  the  parliamentai^  boundaries. 

I)y8art, — 3  miles  873  yards  of  road  are  maintained  by  the  Turnpike 
Trustees,  and  1  mile  1222  yards  by  the  Statute  Labour  Trustees.  Tbe 
other  streets  and  roads  are  maintained  by  the  burgh  from  the  commott 
good. 

No  statute  labour  assessment  is  levied  within  the  municipal  boundaries. 

There  is  one  tolUbar  within  the  parliamentary  boundary,  and  another 
in  the  immediate  vicinity ;  and  these  are  felt  to  be  peculiarly  oppressive, 
from  the  burghs  of  Dysart  and  Kirkcaldy  being  joined,  and  yet  toll  having 
to  be  pud  in  paasing  from  the  one  to  the  other. 

Inwrknthing.-^'T^^  High  Street  is  upheld  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Great 
North  Road,  which  passes  through  the  burgh,  and  extends  to  1  mile  2 
fiirloi^  114  yards,  whilst  1  furlong  66  yards  are  muntained  out  of  the 
statute  labour  lands  of  the  parish.  The  rest  of  the  sbroeta  an  main* 
tained  out  of  the  burgh  funds. 

There  are  2  tolls  and  a  check-bar  within  the  parliamentary  boundaries. 

F 

KUrenny. — About  a  mile  of  road  is  upheld  hy  the  Turnpike  Trustees, 
and  half  a  mile  by  the  statute  labour  funds.  The  remaining  streets  are 
maintained  jointly  from  rates  levied  imder  the  Oeneral  Police  Aot,  and 
&om  the  funds  of  the  burgh.  There  are  2  oheek-ban  within  the  parlia- 
mentary boundaries. 

Ringkom. — ^By  the  Parliamentary  Return  it  appears  that  2  miles  3 
furlongs  60  yards  of  road  are  maintamed  by  the  Turnpike  Trustees,  whilst 
3  furlongs  33  yards  are  upheld  by  statute  labour  funds. 

Kirkcaldy, — Of  the  streets  and  lanes  within  the  burgh,  there  are  up- 
held by  Turnpike  Tmstcee,  .  14  miles. 
By  the  bnrgh^  ......            3f 

In  Linktown,  which  is  within  the  parliamentary  burgh,  there 
are  maintained  by  the  Turnpike  Road  TnisteeSy  3i 

J* 

About  L.40  or  L.60  is  raised  within  the  burgh  as  statute  labour  moneV) 
and  is  laid  out  in  tiie  vepair  of  the  bye^ianes.*  Tbe  asseseoMnt  is  ieviame 
OR  hottseholdtts.  It  eommeDoca  with  la.^  and  never  exceeda  60^  for  any 
one  house. 

The  sum  expended  from  the  burgh  funda  varies  very  much;  being 
sometimes  as  low  as  L.70,  and  at  other  times  as  high  as  L.150. 

There  are  2  tolls  within  the  parliamentary  boiudaries,  one  of  tkem 
being  witiiin  the  royalty. 

Pittenweem, — Of  4,963  yards  of  road  within  the  parliamentary  boiftid- 
aries,  3,304  are  upheld  bv  the  Turnpike  Road  Trustees;  the  remainder 
being  maintained  out  of  tne  common  good  of  the  burgh. 

There  is  no  statute  labour  assessment  levied  within  the  mmiicipal  bbilnd- 
aries,  but  on  lands  beyond  that  boundary,  and  within  the  parliamentary 
limits,  the  assessment  is  at  tbe  rate  of  SOs.  per  ploughgate  a£  60  acres. 

There  is  one  toll-bar  in  the  very  centre  of  the  burgh. 
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The  statute  labour  aMessineat  is  kvied  orer  the  whole  burgh,  and  b 
paid  into  the  statute  labour  funds  of  the  district  but  ezpendiBd  wi^in 
thu  ptrish.  The  ra^  yaries  from  Is.  to  78.  6d.  on  each  assefisable  house- 
boUer.  >^bowt  l4«09  qf  statute  labour  funds  is  annually  expended 
within  burgh- 
There  are  2  toS-bars  .VAthin  the  parliamentary  boundaries. 

From  the  foregoing  statement,  and  the  abstcacts  in  Che  Apoendix,  It 
api^aro  th»t  the  .^r^m^  MOMiaUost  pf  th/e  whole  roads  and  bridges  in  the 
oouatj  of  Fife,  is  as  foUows.:-f- 

Tumpike  Roads,     ....        Ii.lQ,731  18    4 
Statute  Labour  Roads,  3^04  13    3 

Bridge  Monejr,        ....  260    0    0 

L.  14,796  11     7 

mmmmmmmBssammsssm 

ThedebCeoosistsof:--  ^ 

Turnpike  Debt^ 
fiecured  by  personal  obligation  of  some  of  the 

Trustees,  ....        L.10,552  15    2 

Secured  on  assigaadoa  to  tolls  only,  •  32,483  19    9 

rt ,<<— f»npy»— 

ii.4d,«36  14  11 
Funds  in  luuHJ,  94^3  10    8 


LJ{4,913    4    8 
iSteiiitf  XofioMT  JScnmT  Debt,  460    6    0 


L.35,373    4    8 


m%. 


<Sif  Andmwi, — The^trctets  and  roads  within  the  burgh  of  St  Andrews  '   Coimtgr 
eoDsi^t  of  >^  riL 

Miles.  Chiuns.  Links. 
Streets  maintained  by  Tumpit^e  Trustees,  1         64        87 

„  «»  Statute  Labour,     .  0         77  0 

„  „  Vurgh.Fund^         .  2  66         24 


XIV...-COUNTY  OF  FORFAR. 

The  whole  ovblie  roads  in  the  county  of  Forfar  extend  to  about  1)771       Coonty 
miles — ^102  mues  beiog  turnpikes,  and  785  miles  4  furlongs  176  yards  of 

statute  labour  roads.  Forfar. 

TcBNPj^e  Roads. 

Tlbe  tompike  roads  aire  nearfy  ^1  comprdiended  under  the  FoHarshire 
Road  Aet  of  1831, — ^in  terms  of  which,  committees  are  appointed  by  the 
General  Meeting  of  Trustees,  for  each  pai-ticular  turnpike,  the  funds  and 
aooounts  of  each  road  being  kept  quite  separate.  There  are  16  Turn- 
pike Trusts  in  the  county,  besides  a  Bridge  Trust;  and  the  revenues  are 
collected  by  means  of  &rty-one  toll-bars. 

1.  TIU  Afonirate  and  Breahin  Turnpike 

extends  to  8  mile.«^  with  two  tolls.    It  is  under  a  separate  Act,  passed 

in  1826. 


1 
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County  1866-67.  1867-68. 

-  ^  Revenue,  .  .  .       L.266    0    0        L.292    0    0 

Forfar.  Mwntenance  and  sunreyor'a  salary,  183  13    6  231  14    8 

The  surveyor  has  L.10,  and  the  clerk  and  treasurer  L.20. 

There  is  no  debt  on  this  road ;  and  at  8th  April  1869  there  was  in  bank 
a  balance  of  L.636,  38.  lOd.  at  the  credit  of  the  road. 

2.  Tlu  Northern  Turnpike 

is  between  7  and  8  miles  in  length,  with  one  toll. 

Reyenne  (average  of  six  years),  .  L.492    8    8 

Expenditure,  do.  ...  299  19    0 

In  1847-48,  the  revenue  ^as  L.629,  12s.  6d.,  and  the  expenditure 
L.326,  Is.  6d.,  whereof  L. 290,  3s.  6d.  was  for  expense  of  maintenance. 

The  clerk  and  treasurer  has  L.20,  and  L.4, 10s.  is  paid  to  the  general 
clerk  and  auditor.  There  is  no  regular  surveyor,  but  a  superior  working 
man  looks  after  the  road. 

The  debt  now  amounts  to  L. 2,000,  being  the  balance  of  a  sum  advanced 
by  a  party  interested  in  the  road,  and  which  has  been  reduced  since  1840 
fh)m  L. 6,300  to  its  present  amount. 

3.  The  Montrose  and  Forfar  Tumpiise 

oonmsts  of  16^  miles,  with  three  tolls. 

1856-67.  1857-68.  1868-59. 

Revenue,    .  .        L.lOl     0    0        L.117    0    0        L.131    0   0 

Malhtenance,  including 

clerk  and  surveyor's 

salaries,  .  112  16    7  133    3    7 

The  clerk  and  surveyor  has  L.15. 

The  revenue  fell  off  very  much  after  the  introduction  of  railways. 

The  road  was  originally  constructed,  to  the  extent  of  6^  miles,  exclu- 
sively by  Lord  Southesk ;  and  the  continuation  was  made  partly  by  pro- 
prietors through  whose  properties  it  passed,  partly  by  contributions  of 
L.600  each  from  the  towns  of  Forfar  and  Montrose,  ana  partly  by  money 
borrowed  on  a  bill  which  was  paid  up  by  Lord  Southesk  in  1S26, — ^previous 
to  which  he  had  annually  paid  the  interest,  as  the  road  revenue  vas 
insufficient. 

The  total  debt,  including  all  the  different  advances  above  referred  to, 
both  principal  and  interest,  is  stated  at         .  .        L.  11,423    6    5 

Ho  interest  has  ever  been  paid. 

4.  The  Invergowrie  Turnpike 
is  only  about  3  miles  in  length,  with  one  toll,  which  is  within  the  Parlia- 
mentary boundary  of  Dundee,  and  within  2  miles  of  a  bar  on  an  adjoin- 
ing trust  in  the  neighbouring  county  of  Perth. 

1866-67.  1867-68. 

Revenue,  .  .        L.380    0    0        L.380    0    0 

Maintenance  and  surveyor's  salary,         293  18    6  332  19    0 

The  surveyor  has  L.20,  and  the  clerk  and  treasurer  L.I69  16». 
The  debt,  at  April  1868,  consisted  of — 
Debt  to  Dundee  Banking  Company,  secured  on 

assignation  to  the  tolls,     ,  .  .        L.1,000    0    0 

Balance  due  to  bank  on  current  account,  for 

which  the  Trustees  are  personally  liable,  284  16    6 

L.1,284  16     6 


Interest  is  regularly  paid ;  and  as  the  toRs  have  lately  been  increased^ 
an  annual  sinking  fund  is  expected. 
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5.  The  SHraikmartine  Turnpike  I  Coraly 

eonsists  of  7  miles  of  road,  with  one  toll.  •  Forfar. 

18.66-67.  1867-^S. 

Reremie,  L.160    0    0        L.180<  0    0 

Maintenance  and  surveyor's  salary,         148    7    1  153  11    7 

The  surveyor  has  L.10,  and  the  clerk  L.5. 

The  debt,  in  April  1858,  consisted  only  of  a  small  balance  against  the 
road,  in  the  bank  account,  of  L.146,  which  has  since  been  diminishing. 

6.  The  Eastern  TumpiJte 

extends  to  27  miles  5  furlongs,  with  five  tolls. 

Bevenue  (average  of  six  years),    .  .        L.886  18    2 

Expenditure,  do.  ...  722    0    6 

In  1857-58,  the  revenue  was  L.910y  16s.  4d.,  and  the  expenditure 
L.719,  lis.  8d. — ^whereof  L. 573, 17s.  9d.  was  for  expense  of  maintenance. 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.80,  and  that  of  the  clerk  and  treasurer  L. 30. 
There  is  also  paid  L.14, 15s.  to  the  county  auditor  and  general  clerk. 

The  debt  consists  of  L.6,000i  due  to  the  Scottish  North-Eastern  Bail* 
way  Company,  who  acquired  it  from  the  original  creditor  in  order  to 
avoid  his  threatened  oppositidh  to  their  line.  The  rate  of  interest  pay- 
able is  4  per  cent.,  which  has  not  always  been  Mly  paid ;  but  of  late  years 
it  has  been  regularly  paid^  with  the  exception  of  one  year. 

This  road,  as  well  as  all  the  others,  except  five,  is  now  under  the  charge 
9f  one  surveyor,  Mr  M'Connell;  and  the  result  has  been,  that  althoifgh  a 
Isiger  sum  is  paid  to  surveyors,  the  financial  position  of  the  roads  has 
beoi  improved. 

7.  The  Lumlet/den  and  Petterden  Turnpike 

consists  of  11  miles  5  furlongs  of  rbad,  with  two  tolls. 

1856-57.  1857-58.  1858-59. 

Beyenue,  .        L.193    4  11        L.233  10    9        L.200  13    2 

Maintenance  and 
surveyor's  salary,      144  19    2  151  12  11 

The  surveyor  has  L.15,  and  the  clerk  and  treasurer  L.15. 
The  debt  consists  of — 
Original  debt,  being  subscriptions  by  proprietors,  L. 3,838    3    7 
Interest  unpaid,  at  4  per  cent,  .  .  460  11    0 

L.4,298  14    7 
*  Deduct  in  bank,  .  .  .  275    5    2 

Aetualdebi,  .  .     L.4,023    9    5 

SSBSSSSBSSSSSSSSSm 

8.  The  StrcUhmore  Turnpike 

extends  to  26  miles  7  furlongs,  from  the  confines  of  Perthshire  to 
Kincardineshire.    There  are  seven  toll-bars. 

1856-57.  1857-58.  1858^9. 

Berenue,  .        L.901  10    0        L.851    4    6        L.841    8    3 

Maintenance  and 
surveyor's  salary,      559  11     1  605  14    2 

The  surveyor  has  L.80,  and  the  clerk  L.40. 

The  debt  has  now  been  reduced  to       .  L.2,000    0    0 

Interest  having  been  regtdarly  paid  on  it. 
There  is  besides  in  bank,  .  .  391  11    6 

L.1,608    8    6 


1 


Copoty  9.  TAe^r^OQ^  ^r^^ftf^  ^FpTfiff  Turnpike 

¥(»Lf  ^  ^  lengtli,  21  miles  6  iurloogs  131  jftr^  wUb  four  tolls. 

•  1866-67.  1867-68. 

ReveiMie,  .  .  .        L.662    0    0       L.690  fi   0 

Maintenfince,  including  purveyor's 
sali^,  .  .  V  ^l    ^    Z  297    6    7 

Tlie  sprr^or  b^  hJSiOy  and  the  clerk  and  treaspr^  ^,*i9' 

Tlte  debt  consist  qf-^ 
Amount  borrowed  on  personal  security  of  par- 
ties interested,      ....        L.  1,600    0    0 
On  secmit J  of  tbe  tolls,  .  1^460    0    0 


r%  »        f  f       »^» 


L.4,960    0    0 
In  bank, 7?7    Q    0 

L.4,213    0    0 


The  debt  has  been  considerably  reduced  in  fupqunt.    tniterest  ait  6  per 
oent.  is  pidd  <m  tite  Ii.l|600,  and  at  4  per  eent.  on  the  lemaindcar. 

10.  Tie  CaimeoifMn  Turttpf^ 

is  only  8  miles  in  lengtfaf  iridi  one  toll,  at  bsdf  rates. 

18M-«f.  1857^68.  1856^. 

Beveiroe,    .  Ii.e7    0    O       L.89    0    0        L.O?    0    0 

Maintenance  and  sur- 
veyor^ salary,  67  16    6  89  11    0 

The  surveyor  has  L.6,  and  the  clerk  L.6,  68. 

This  road  is  a  branch  of  the  jirbrqaA,  Brechin,  apd  Forfar  Turnpike; 
but  the  accounts  are  kept  quite  distinct,  with  sepi^aie  Trustees. 
The  debt  consists  of— 
B^l>^9crip^ioDa  by  parties  iuterested  ia  nuddne  the  road,   L.863  19   7 


L.936  17    1 


Interest  at  2}  per  cent,  was  paid  in  1866,  but  none  has  been  paid  ^^ 
several  years.   ' 

11.  Th4  Cemrf$l  Tmn»h 
extends  to  about  7i  miles^  with  two  tolls. 

Revenue  (average  of  six  years),      .  .  .        Ii.;i89    $ .  4 

Expenditure,  do.  .  '.  .         '   13Y  18    4 

Ifx  1867*68,  the  revenue  was  L.192^  4$.  IQjL,  and  the  expencfiiure 
L.ld6,  fis.  7d., — whereof  L.106, 19s.  7d.  was  for  maintenance. 

The  surveyor  has  L.IO,  the  clerk  find  trefU3uy;er  L.IO,  and  the  county 
auditor  and  clerk  16s. 
The  debt,  as  at  Whitsunday  1869,  cpnsisted  of— 
Preferable  debt,  on  which  a  small  amount  of  interest,  calculated 
'  ait  4   per   cent.,  has   been   paid,  and   the  balance   added  to 

capita],  L.4,625     0    0 

Postponed  debt  (both  as  to  principal  and  in- 
terest), on  which  no  interest  has  ever  bet9 
paid,  900    0    0 

Original  cost  of  roadf  •        L.6,626    0    0 

Aociuoulated  compound  injterest,  i^t  4  pe^  cen^.,      6,892  19    1 

L.11,417  19    1 


L.  1,500    0    0 


*  road  was  made  from  fuids  raised  on  the  personal  security  of 
t  shareholders  in  the  Arbroath  and  Forfar  Rulwaj,  who  designed 
ot  as  a  feeder  to  their  line.  Interest  at  4  per  cent,  has  been  paid 
e  onginal  cost,  besides  L.OOO  of  iJie  d^t  having  been  paid  off. 
onee  the  opening  of  the  Kirriemuir  Railway  there  has  been  a  small 
n  for  redaction  of  debt. 

r 

IS.  The  Dundee  and  Coupar-Angui  Turnpike 

^t9  2B  miles-^of  which  21^  are  in  Forfarshire,  and  1 J  in  Perth- 
1^  Thei^  are  fijre  toll-|Nuaiy  O^e  of  which  i$  within  the  Pajliamcntary 
idary  of  Dundee. 

1856-57.  1857-58.  1858*59. 

lerenue,        .       La>763    Z    7        L.1,787  X7    2 
iaiptfifiaTM!P  and 

salaries,      .  1^35    It  )0  OOQ    7     1        ^.TTO  11     8 

The  surveyor  has  L.105,  and  the  derk  and  treasnrer  L.50. 

Die  t«veiii\e  has  decreased  %m  L.2,116,  m  1854,  to  about  L.1,829  this 
at,'  The  fiill  is  attributed  to  the  operation  of  the  railways,  but  ^efly 
Mm  withdrawal  of  spirit  licenses  from  toll-houses. 
the  total  debt  is  stated  a^         .  .  ,.        ]u..23,807  18    1 

Apprindpal  /areditors  are  Lord  Camperdown  an4  Lord  P.  Q.  HaUr- 
miotii  Trustees.    The  surplus  revenue  is  divided  annually  among  tne 
itditors  in  name  of  interest.    At  one  time  the  interest  was  fourteen  years 
A  irrear,  and  payments  were  imputed  to  interest  due  fourteen  years  back ; 
Int  this  system  has  now  been  given  up,  and  the  interest  is  now  held  to 
mly  to  tlie  year  in  which  it  is  paid, 
for  many  years  previous  to  1856,  interest  was  paid  regularly  at  4,  and 
,  MGu^opally  at  5  per  cent. ;  fof  18^*57^  4  per  oent.  was  paid ;  for  1857-68, 
;   3  per  cent ;  for  1858-50,  3  per  cent.;  and  next  year  3^  per  cent,  is  e:|p- 
/   pededy  as  the  tolls  have  been  let  at  a  rise  of  L.230. 
i      The  resident  surveyor,  Mr  Gallen,  estimates  that  the  stone  trafl}e 
from  the  Lochee  Quarries  is  worth  about  L.400  to  L.500  to  the  road;  and 
thatil^e  toU  were  removed  to  the  Parliamentary  boundary  ofDMnd^,  the 
nni  o£  the  "b^r  wpdd  ju-obab^ly  f)»ll  from  L.1,200  to  L.dOO, 

14.  The  fHOerro  Turnpike 
ia  4  mikB  in  length,  with  one  toll. 

1856-57.  1857-58. 

ReveBM,  .        L.386  17    7        L.SOl  13    2 

Montenahce  and  sunveyoi's  salary,        248  14    7  241  14    7 

The  surveyor  has  L.15,  and  the  clerk  and  treasurer  L.IO. 

Th»  debt  hM  been  entkely  paid  off,  but  several  extensive  improvements 
ve  in  piugieas^-'wirich  will  exhaust  the  sniplus  revenue. 


Forfar. 
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During  the  last  four  y^ars,  the  whole  sum  paid  as  interest  has  been      County 
ouly  L.135.  _  of 

12.  The  Fer/ar  and  Kirriemuir  Turnpike 

is  6  miles  in  lengthy  with  two  tolls. 

1856-67.  1857-58. 

Revenue  (nett),    .  .  L.95    6    8       L.114    7  11 

Maintenance,         .  .  .  43  13  10  51    1    8 

There  is  no  surveyor.    The  clerk  has  L.IO. 
The  debt  at  present  amomits  to  about  L.1^650    0    0 

But  there  18  m  bank,  .  150    0    0 
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of  15.  The  Brotighty  Ferry  and  BaldovtA  Turnpike 

*^°"*'''  extends  to  7  miles,  with  one  toll. 

1856-57.  1857-68. 

Revenue,  .  .  L.291  15    0        L.299  19    4 

Maintenance  and  surveyor's  salary,         246    7  10  281  17    0 

The  surveyor  has  L.15,  and  the  clerk  and  treasurer  L.IO. 

The  deht  at  Whitsunday  1858  consisted  of— 
Amount  due  to  Dundee  Bank,  for  which  the  firm  of  Walker  and 
Gloag  are  personally  bound,  .  .        L.400    0    0 

Interest  is  paid  on  this  at  6  per  cent. 
Subscriptions  by  parties  interested  in  making  the 
road,  .  .  .  .  .         1,286    0    ^ 

No  interest  has  been  paid  since  1813. 
Accumulated  interest,  at  5  per  cent.,  .         2,893  10    0 

Interest  due  at  1858  (now  paid),         .  24    0    0 

L.4,603  10    ^ 
Balance  in  treasurer's  hands,      .  .  .  157  16    0 


L.4,445  14    2i 


Tlie  annual  surplus  is  about  L.60,  which  is  expected  to  extinguisli  the 
debt  to  the  bank. 

16.  The  Dundee  and  Forfar  Turnpike 
extends  to  14  miles,  with  three  tolls. 

1856-57.  1857-58. 

Revenue,  .  .  .        L.765    5    9        L.755    8  U 

Maintenance  and  surveyor's  salary,         635  15    7  656    5    6 

The  survevor  has  L.95,  and  the  clerk  and  treasurer  L.30. 

In  1856-57,  L.216  was  spent  in  improvements,  in  addition  to  the  outlay 
on  maintenance;  and  in  1857-58,  L.108  was  similarly  expended. 

There  is  no  debt,  except  a  small  balance  of  L.47,  19s.  5d.  due  to  tbe 
bank,  at  Whitsunday  1858. 

17.  Montrose  Bridge 

is  managed  under  three  Acts,  dated  in  1792, 1810,  and  1825.  The  pre- 
sent suspension  bridge  was  erected  under  the  last  of  these  Acts,— *• 
Government  loan  of  L.l 8,500  having  been  got  from  the  Exchequer  Loan 
Commissioners,  at  the  reduced  rate  of  3 J  per  cent,  interest,  with  a  pay- 
ment of  5  per  cent,  as  a  sinking  fund  to  extinguish  the  debt. 

In  consequence  of  the  fracture  of  one  of  the  main  chains,  in  1828, 
Government  authorised  L. 4,000  additional  to  be  borrowed  as  a  preferaW* 
debt.  This  has  been  all  paid  off;  and  under  an  arrangement  with 
the  Government,  the  accounts  are  now  lodged  annually,  and  the  surplos 
revenue  paid  over  to  them.  There  is  a  pontage  toll  of  Jd.  on  each  foot 
passenger. 

1856-57.  1857-58. 

Revenue,  .        L.966    0    0        L.741    0    0 

Expenditure,       .  .  ,  210  18    6  129    9    4 

The  overseer  has  14s.  per  week,  the  clerk  L.l 5,  and  thetreyurer  li.lfi* 
The  following  is  the  state  of  debt  at  Slst  December  1858 : — 
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Balance  of  GoTernment  loan,     .  .  L.17»575    0    0      County 

Interest,  at  3^  per  cent*,  for  twenty -eight  years  of 

(viz.,  from  31st  December  1829  to  3l8t  Decern-  Forfar. 

bcr  1858),      .  .  .    L.  17,838  12     6 

Payments    to    31st    December 

1837,       .         L.  15,602  13     7 
Remitted,   Slst 

December  1858,       582  10    5 


16,185    4    0 
1,653     8    6 


L.  19,228     8     6 


Statute  Labour  Roads. 

Tbe  statute  labour  roads  in  the  county  of  Forfar,  extending  to  about 
785  miles,  are  regulated  by  a  local  Act  passed  in  1810.  Under  this  Act 
tbe  county  is  divided  into  four  districts,  viz.,  Dundee,  Forfar,  Brechin,  and 
Arbroath. 

Lists  are  made  up  in  each  district,  of  the  roads  to  which  statute  service 
money  is  to  be  applied.  Tbe  assessment  is  paid  wholly  by  occupants ; 
the  maximum  under  the  Act  being  48s.  per  L.lOO  Scots  of  old  valuation, 
vith  power,  in  certain  cases,  to  raise  it  to  60s.  There  is  also  a  rate  of' 
is.  6d.  on  each  horse  kept  for  hire^  and  6s.  on  carriage  and  saddle  horses. 
Parties  who  occupy  land  pay  both  for  land  and  for  horses.  There  is  also 
ft  rate  of  12s.  on  each  four-wheeled  carriage,  and  6s.  on  each  two- wheeled 
ctrriage.  Lands  within  burghs  are  charged  6d.  per  £  of  real  rent,  and 
booseholders  in  towns  and  villages  pay  according  to  the  value  of  their 
houses,  viz : — 

For  houses  rented  from  30s.  to  60s.,       .        Is.  each. 

608.  to  L.5,        .        Is.  6d.  each, 
above  L.5,  2  J  per  cent,  on  the  rent. 

These  various  rates  are  subject  to  proportionate  diminution  when  the 
iDaximnm  lacnd  rate  of  48s.  is  not  exacted. 

B^  the  statute,  the  amount  of  assessment  must  be  wholly  expended 
^thm  the  parish  where  it  is  raised,  except  in  the  case  of  burghs,  where 
<ae-i)alf  of  the  money  raised  may  be  expended  on  roads  not  more  than 
3  miles  from  the  burgh. 

There  is  now  one  general  surveyor  for  the  whole  county,  and  since  his 
Appointment  the  ab^ve  rule  has  not  in  all  cases  been  observed.  The 
fondg  are  still  separately  collected  in  each  parish,  except  in  the  district  of 
Biwhiii,  where  there  is  a  collector  for  the  whole  district.  In  the  Forfar 
^E^istiict  there  is  a  general  treasurer,  to  whom  the  several  parochial  co]« 
Icetors  pay  over  their  funds. 

The  total  amount  of  statute  labour  money  raised  in  the  county,  on  an 
average  of  tbe  last  three  years,  is  L. 5,829,  and  the  amount  expended 
l'*5,702,  or  about  L.7,  48.  6d.  per  mile.  The  cost  of  maintenance  of 
ttNiree  varies  very  much  in  different  localities.  The  surveyor  estimates 
that  the  statute  labour  roads  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Dundee 
cost  about  L.70  per  mile,  and  those  near  Arbroath  about  L.25  per  mile. 

In  addition  to  tbe  assessment,  the  farmers  at  present  generally  perform 
the  carriages  of  materials  gratuitously,  except  in  town  parishes.  The 
wrveyor  estimates  these  carriages  as  worth  about  10  or  15  per  cent,  on 
the  other  outlay  on  the  roads. 

The  incidence  of  the  assessment  on  the  old  valued  rent  is  very  unequal 
•wording  to  the  real  rent  or  value  of  property.  So  much  is  this  felt, 
^t  attempts  have  been  made  to  levy  according  to  the  Valuation  Roll ; 
hat  in  the  present  state  of  the  law  this  has  been  found  impracticable. 
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ConiUjr  Bridge  Money. 

of 

Foriiur.  The  county  assessment  for  bridge  money  yields  annually  about  L.860, 

.and  is  imposed  according  to  the  real  rent  under  the  Valuation  Roll. 

In  the  case  of  a  new  bridge,  one-half  the  cost  must  be  raised  in  the 

district.     Ordinary  repairs  are  executed  at  sight  of  tihe  surveyor ;  but 

when  the  sum  to  be  expended  exceeds  L.IO,  application  must  be  made 

for  the  sanction  of  a  general  meeting  of  Trustees. 

Burghs. 

Dundee. — ^There  are  7}  miles  of  roads  and  streets  within  the  Parlia- 
mentary boundary  of  Dundee  maintained  by  Turnpike  Road  Trustees,  and 
there  are  three  toll-bars  within  the  burgh.  The  cost  of  maintaining 
these  streets  is  stated  bT  the  surveyor  to  average  L.800. 

Th^e  ^ite  also  15  miles  of  statute  labour  roads  within  the  Parliaments 
ary  boundary,  the  cost  of  maintaining  which  is  stated  by  the  county  sur- 
veyor to  average  L.  1,100. 

The  other  streets  and  roads  within  the  burgh  are  maintained  by  the 
Commissioners  of  Police. 

There  is  a  misunderstanding  between  the  Police  Commissioners  and  the 
Statute  Labour  Trustees^  |is  to  which  body  ought  to  maintain  certain 
streets  which  b&ve  been  oai^sewayed.  The  resvH  is  that  these  are  in  a 
venr  bad  state. 

The  assessment  in  Dundecs  which  is  levied  on  houses,  but  not  on  shops 
^  other  pi^mises,  is  ^X  tthe  rate  of  4id.  per  £,  the  maximum  under  tne 
Act  being  ^d,.  Tender  the  Police  Act,  Is.  4d.  per  £  is  raised  for  all  police 
^purposes;  and  the  Commissioners  consider  that  one-fourth  of  this  goes  to 
the  maintenance  of  the  streets,  including  the  foot  pavements,  After  theae 
have  been  laid  by  the  proprietors.  This  rate  is  assessed  on  all  property ; 
and  it  is  considered  by  the  Commissioners  of  Police  that  an  additional 
l^d.  so  levied  would  be  equivalent  to  the  statute  labour  fate  of  4Jd.  on 
householders  only.     . 

F^fofT. — ^There  isre  3  miles  of  turnpike  roads  within  the  Parliamentary 
boundary  of  Forfar,  and  these  are  estun^d  to  cost  L.120  per  annum  for 
siaintenanoe. 

There  are  alsp  4  niiles  of  statute  labour  roads,  which  are  stated  t^  cost 
Ji.80.    The  amount  of  assessment  levied  within  the  burgh  is  L.161. 

Arhroath. — ^Within  this  burgh  there  are  four  toll-bars,  and  3  miles 
4  fivloogsxif  turnpike  toads,  which  cost  annually  L.185;  and  6  miles  of 
statute  labour  roads,  whicji  cost  L.120.  The  amount  of  statute  labour 
piooey  levied  within  t^u^rgh  is  L.160,  the  rate  of  assessntent  being  34. 
per  .$  om  -th^  real  reol;  of  houses  rented  above  L.5;  and  tVere  is  also  a  c^te 
on  horses  aiid  carriages. 

The  other  roads  and  streets  within  the  burgh  are  maintained  by  tbe 
Police  Commissioners,  under  the  General  PoUce  Act.  Last  year,  4d. 
pker  £  w|is  levied  for  this  purpose,  producing  L.524,  15s.  6d. 

JBrechm, — There  ace  uom  1  to  2  miles  of  turnpike  roads  within  tbe 
buzgh,  Gostins;  for  maintenance  L.80  per  annum.  The  other  streets  and 
xoadsy  exten$ng  to  about  4  miles  4  furlongs,  are  maintained  by  the 
statute  labour  assessment,  and  cost  about  L.80, — ^the  annual  assessment 
witlun  burgh  being  about  L..120,  and  the  rate  S^d.  per  £  on  the  rental  of 
aii  houses  above  L.2. 

Considerable  swps  ar^  stated  to  have  been  laid  out  from  the  conunon 
good  of  the  burgh  for  improvement  of  the  streets,  in  addition  tp  tbie 
statute  labour  money. 

Montrose, — Of  the  streets  and  roads  within  Montrose,  2  miles  4  fur- 
longs  are  maintuned  b^  th^  Turnpike  Trustees,  at  an  annual  cost  of  about 
L.17$.    The  streets  within  the  ancient  royalty  are  maintained  out  of  tbe 
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police  ntes.  The  police  rate  for  pavitij^  drainage,  and  foot  pavements  is 
5d.  per  £.  The  snm  expended  on  streets  last  year  (exdusiye  of  drainage) 
ii  slated  at  L.106,  but  tbiaia  said  to  be  a  vei^  low  average. 

There  are  no  statute  kbonr  roads  within  the  bnrgh ;  but  the  statnt^ 
iabosr  monej  levied  within  the  burgh  amounts  to  about  L.lOO,  which  is 
apended  <m  ri)Oiit  7  miks  of  road  in  the  landward  part  of  the  parish . 


From  the  foregoing  statement,  and  the  abstracts  in  the  Appendix,  it 
tppears  that  the  average  annual  cost  of  the  whole  roads  in  the  countj  of 
Forfar  is  as  follows  :-* 

Turnpike  Roads  and  Bridges^ 

Statute  Labout  Roads, 

Bittge  Mobej,  .... 


L.5,358  14    7 

6,702    6    1 

d60    0    0 


The  debt  consists  of : — 
Turnpike  debt — 
Secured  by  personal  obligation  of  some  of 
the  Trustees,     ... 
Do.  on  assignation  to  tolls  onlji  . 
Accumulated  Interest^ 


Funds  on  LaDd,    . 


SiaMe  Labour  Boad  debt, 


L.I1,9J^0  19    8 


L.  3,834  15  6 

77,410  13  2 

11,477    6  1 

..I       m I  .  ■ 

L.92,722  14  9 

2,493  19  1 

L.90,228  15  8 

24     3  4 

L,90,252  19  0 
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XV.  OOUNtt  OF  HADDINaTOl**. 


Hm  pubHe  roada  in  tb«  county  «f  Haddington  extend,  ib-  all^  to  i^ut      Coonty 
46  Biues;  whereof  14^  mika  are  turnpike,  and  295  miles  statute  labour  of 

i«lda  Haddinirt< 


Tdiuvikb  Roads. 

Tbe  Turnpike  Roads  are  regulated'  by  a  local  Act,  3  and  4  Wm.  IV.^ 
^  109  (28th  June  1833),  by  which  the  county  is  divided  into  five  sepo- 
ive  Trusts,  each  of  whieb  expends  its  funds  within  its  own  limits.  A 
P^  of  appeal  from  the  district  meetings  to  the  general  body  of  Trua- 
^  is  conferred  by  the  Act;  but  in  practice  it  is  never  resorted  to,  the 
^^iftn\  Trusts  being  practically  quite  independent 

Hje  districts  are— Ist,  The  Great  Post  Road ;  2d,  The  North  District ; 
^  The  South  District  ;  4tb,  The  Rilpallet  District ;  and  5th,  The  Or- 
>^tttoa  District.  These  contain,  in  the  aggregate,  144  miles  of  road,  upon 
•nich  there  are  thirty  toll-bars.  There  are  three  overseers  employed— 
^for  the  1st  and  5th  districts,  one  for  the  2d  district,  and  one  for  the 
^snd 4th  districts.  Tlie  same  individual  is  clerk  for  the  whole  of  the 
wiets,  but  has  a  separate  appointment  and  salary  for  each. 

Tin  revenue  has  sufleMd  greatly  from  the  openinjrof  the  North  British 
Mysy.  This  has  especially  been  the  case  witb  The  OreaS  Post  Road, 
^i^taag  part  of-  the  main  trudk  road  from  Edinburgh  to  London ;  the 
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County  revenue  of  which  fell  from  L.4,600  to  L.  1,500,  and  is  now  on  an  aycrage 
Hadd^irtoD  ^^^  ^o\xi  L.J  ,600  a  year.  Nearly  all  the  through  traflSc  has  been  carried 
*  '  off  by  the  railway,  whilst  a  great  increase  of  new  traffic  has  been  created 
on  the  cross  or  parish  roads  leading  to  the  stations.  By  means  of  these, 
many  parties  were  enabled  entirely  to  escape  paying  tolls  ;  and  an  at- 
tempt by  the  Trustees  to  alter  the  position  of  the  bars,  so  as  to  intercept 
this  traffic,  was  found  to  be  impracticable. 

The  average  income  of  the  several  Trusts,  and  the  expenditure  on  the 
maintenance  of  the  roads  in  each  (including  clerks  and  surveyors),  on  an 
average  of  the  last  three  years,  has  been  as  follows : — 


1.  Great  Post  Road, 

2.  North  District, 

3.  South      do. 

4.  Kilpallet  do. 
6.  Ormiston  do. 


Average  Income. 

L.1,606  16  7 
700  14  0 
608  3  7 
333  6  2 
160  15     6 


Average  Expenditure. 
L.1,296  18  0 
871  1  6 
490  11  6 
392  16  0 
173  17    2 


L.3,399  15  10  L.3,225    4    2 


In  those  Trusts  where  the  revenue  is  sufficient,  the  roads  are  repre- 
sented as  in  good  condition  ;  but  in  the  others,  they  are  stated  to  be  in  verj 
bad  repair,  of  which  there  are  great  complaints.  This  is  especially  the 
case  in  the  North  and  West  Districts.  The  roads  of  three  of  the  Trusts 
are  stated  to  have  been  much  damaged  by  traffic  from  an  iron  work, 
which  has  successfully  evaded  check-bars^  put  up  by  the  Trustees  to 
intercept  it. 

The  total  turnpike  debt  of  the  county  amounted,  at  Whitsunday  1858, 
to  L.9,403, 13s.  6d.,  for  which  the  Trustees  are  personally  liable;  besides 
which,  there  is  a  postponed  debt  due  to  the  railway,  amounting  to 
L.4,263,  7s.  Id. 

The  components  of  the  above  debt  are  as  follow : — 


1.  Great  Post  Road, 

2.  North  District, 
.o.  South        do. 

4.  Kilpallet  do. 

5.  Ormiston  do. 


Bonded  and 
Floating  Debt. 

L.4,300  0     0 

578  10     8 

1,800  0    0 

2,300  0     0 

425  2  10 


Postponed  Debt 
L.2,500     0     0 

707  17  2 
870  12  3 
184  17    8 


L.9,403  13     6       L  4,263     7     1 


The  North  District  is  getting  rapidly  into  debt.  In  the  Kilpallet  Dis- 
trict it  is  not  diminishing;  whilst  in  the  Ormiston  District  it  is  in- 
creasing. 

The  Trustees  make  provision  for  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  bonded 
debt,  before  providing  for  the  maintenance  of  the  roads  ;  and  the  rates 
of  toll  levied  on  heavy  traffie  are  only  one-half  of  the  maximum  rates ; 
but  they  consider  that  an  increase  in  the  rate  would  only  aggravate  the 
injustice  and  inequality  of  the  incidence  of  the  present  tolk. 


Statute  Laboub  Roads. 

The  statute  labour  roads  in  Haddingtonshire  extend  to  295  miles, 
and  are  managed  under  a  local  ^ct,  whereby  the  assessment  is  levied  on 
occupiers,  and  imposed  partly  on  ploughgates  of  land,  and  partly  on 
non>agricultural  horses.  The  rate  varies  in  different  parishes ;  the  &nds 
raised  in  each  parish  being  under  separate  management,  and  applied 
exdusiveljr  to  roads^  within  the  parish.    The  maximum  rate,  being  L.2 
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per  ploagligate,  is  levied  in  ten  ont  of  tirenty-five  parishes ;  and  the       County 
total  amount  of  statute  labonr  assessment  levied  throughout  the  county  ?f 

ws  (in  1857;  about  L.2,194.  Haddington. 

Bridge  Monet. 

There  is  a  separate  assessment  for  Bridge  Mouey,  under  the  Act  3  and 
4  Wm.  TV.,  cap.  109,  sec.  30.  The  maximum  rate  is  5s.  on  each  L.lOO 
of  Tslued  rent,  but  the  average  amount  raised  does  not  exceed  L.50  per 
tnntioi. 

Burghs. 

EMingtimi — There  are  1  mile  833  yards  of  turnpike  roads  vithin 
tk  Parliamentary  boundaries  of  the  burgh,  maintained  by  the  Tum- 

S;e  Tmstees  at  a  cost  which  is  estimated  at  L.45  to  L.50  per  annum, 
ere  are  also  1  mile  420  yards  of  statute  labour  roads  maintained  out 
of  tbe  statute  labour  funds,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  L.42.  The  amounl  of 
stitute  labour  money  levied  within  the  burgh  is  L.33,  10s. 

The  other  streets  and  roads  aref  maintained  out  of  the  common  good  of 
tbe  bnrgb,  and  from  a  custom  payable  on  agricultural  produce  and  mer- 
dumdise  entering  the  burgh.  About  L.300  is  derived  from  this  source ; 
ndof  that  sum  about  L.250  is  expended  on  the  causeway,  besides  L.15 
or  L.20  on  macadamized  streets. 

DttnboT. — There  are  portions  both  of  turnpike  and  statute  labour 
mds  within  the  Parliamentary  boundaries  of  the  burgh.  The  turn- 
pikes extend  to  about  a  mile  and  a  half,  and  the  statute  labour  roads 
to  abovt  half  a  mile.  The  assessment  for  statute  labour  money  is  by  a 
nte  of  Is.  6d.  on  each  householder,  and  also  a  rate  on  carts.  The  sum 
iiiaed  is  entirely  expended  on  the  landward  part  of  the  parish-  On  this 
Kcoont,  it  is  much  objected  to,  and  great  difficulty  is  found  in  collecting 
it   There  is  no  toll  within  the  burgh,  but  one  is  at  the  very  verge. 

The  other  streets  and  roads  are  maintained  out  of  the  funds  of  the 
Inngb,  under  a  local  Act  passed  in  1848,  embracing  customs,  assessments 
tt  property,  etc.  The  revenue  from  these  different  sources  amounts  to 
Ii.400  or  L.500 ;  of  this,  about  L.lOO  is  annually  expended  on  main- 
tttioee  and  repair  of  streets. 

Nmk  Berunck. — Of  the  streets  or  roads  within  the  Parliamentary 
iKNindary,  about  a  quarter  or  a  third  of  a  mile  is  maintained  by  the 
Tnnpike  Trustees.  There  are  no  statute  labour  roads  within  the  burgh, 
ud  no  assessment  for  statute  labour  on  houses,  but  only  on  Unds  which 
oeeed  a  ploughgate  in  extent. 

1%e  other  streets  and  roads  are  upheld  out  of  the  common  good,  into 
vbidi  is  paid  a  custom  levied  on  all  goods  (except  flour)  passing  through 
the  town,  amounting,  on  an  average,  to  L.20  or  L.30  per  annum  ;  and 
th>a  stent  on  trade,  averaging  L.ll  or  L.12  per  annum. 

The  amount  laid  out  annually  by  the  burgh  on  roads  and  streets  varies 
toy  mnch^  but  is  stated  to  be  about  L.15  or  L.16.  This  is  expended  on 
«WQt  14  miles  of  road. 

¥Vom  the  foregoing  statenient,  and  the  abstracts  in  the  Appendix,  it 
ippcan  that  the  average  annual  cost  of  the  roads  in  the  county  of  Had- 
4ogtoa  is  as  follows  :— 

Turnpike  Boads, L.3,225    0    0 

Statute  Labour  Roads, 2,194    0    0 

Bridge  Money^ 60    0    0 

L.5,4G9    0    0 
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The  debt  coDfliitB  of-^ 
Turnpike  debt, 

Secured  by  personal  obligationa  of  some  of 

the  Trustees, L.9,403  13    6 

Do.  on  assignation  to  the  io&a  only, .  4,263    7    1 


SkOiUe  Jxibaur  Bixui  debt, 


L.13,M7    0    7 
662    a    0 

-*- 

L.14,310    0    7 


County 

of 

InTemesB. 


XVI.--OOtJNTr  OF  INVERNESS. 

The  public  roads  and  bridges  in  the  county  of  Inverheai  consist  of — 
Ist,  Old  MiHtary  and  Parliamentary  Roads ;  2d,  A  turnpike  road  from 
Castle  Stewart  to  the  confines  of  the  county  of  Nairn,  which  is  under  a 
special  Act ;  3d,  Inyemess  Bridge ;  and  4th,  District  or  statute  laboxzr 
roads.  The  total  extent  of  pubuc  roads  in  the  county  is  above  1,150 
miles. 

I.  Roads  under  the  Charge  op  the  Commissiokebs  for  HlGHLAid)' 

Roads  and  Bridges. 

These  are  of  two  classes — Old  Military  Roads^  which  weve  all  in  dxislh 
ence  in  the  last  century ;  and  ParKamentary  Road^^  which  hafre  all  beeh 
made  under  the  Commissioners  since  1803,  one*hali  the  cost  btiiig  borne 
tf  the  county  and  the  other  by  the  Government. 

In  the  county  of  Inverness  the  amount  reoeivsible  out  of  ih^  anattl 
grant  of  L.5,000  is  a  sum  fixed  by  the  statate  5  Qea  lY.  eapr  SSyfsed.  6, 
at  L.1,066. 

The  Military  Roads  in  Invemeea-shire  extend  to     .        148|  makt. 

The  Parliamentary  Roads^     .  .        «,  .        883 


i» 
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Total,  .  ...  .        58H     99 

The  cost  of  maintenance,  on  an  aveiagd  of  three  yeati, 
has  been  .  ...  .  .      I/.4,8H)    6    0 

Whereof- 
Defrayed  from  Gk)veniment  .grant, 
Revenue  from  tolls,   .  • 

Assessed  on  county,  . 

— 4,310    5    0 


L.  1,066  0  0 
14878  1»  6 
1,865  12    7 


The  Commissioners  further  defray  the  whole  en)enBe  of  superintendence 
and  management ;  the  proportion  of  which  applicable  to  Invenaess-ehire, 
on  an  average  of  three  years,  is  stated  by  them  at  L.960,  ds.  5d. 

Under  the  Act  4  Geo.  IT.,  cap.  56,  sec.  14,  toll-bars  have  been  placed 
on  several  of  the  leading  lines  of  road,  in  aid  of  ti^  county  ass^oODentB. 
The  revenue  derived  from  these  bars  is,  by  tile  Act,  directed  to  be  apj^ed 
to  the  roads  on  which  tibey  are  situated ;  and  separate  accounts  have  thus 
to  be  kept  to  show  their  application. 

Of  the  531  miles  in  Inverness-shire,  there  are  roads  extending  to  upwards 
of  430  miles  which  have  no  tolls  upon  them ;  on  the  remaining  105  xaiks 
there  «re  12  tolls. 

There  are  certain  other  toll-bars  within  the  county,  anthorized  by  the 
statute,  the  revenue  from  which  does  not  go  into  the  general  aoconnta. 


but  is  speciidly  applicable  for  paying  off  the  debt  inenrred  for  partioolar  County 

improvements.    These  are  temponoy,  and  are  taken  off  as  soon  as  the  ,     *|^ 

debt  is  extinguished.    The  revenue  tram  this  elaas  of  tolki  in  1858  ^ras  '*'****'• 
L146,  2b.  Id. 

The  roads  otider  the  charge  of  the  Commissioners  for  Highland  Roads 
and  Bridges  extend  oyer  10  counties,  and  oonsist  in  aU  of  above  1200 
miles. 

They  are  mantu^ed  hy  a  nrindpal  inspector,  Mr  Mitchell,  who  is  resident 
in  Inveincas,  and  has  under  him  a  staff  of  surveyors,  or  sub-inspectors, 
Beven  in  number. 

Excluding  one  of  these  inspectors,  who  has  only  38  miles  under  his 
diaige — residing  in  Inverness,  and  acting  principally  as  derk — ^the  other 
fix  lukve  from  101  to  223  miles  each,  the  average  being  192  miles. 

The  roads  generally  are  maintained  under  a  system  of  contract,  usually 
kt  three  years,  the  specifications  being  prepared  by  the  head-insnpector. 

The  Commissioners  for  Highland  Roads  and  Bridges  (under  59  Geo.  lU. 
c.  1S5)  consist  of  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Conunons,  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  the  liord  Advocate,  the  Lord  Frivy  Seal  of  Scotland, 
the  fTrst  Commissioner  of  Woods  and  Forests,  ex  officiU^  and  six  noble- 
men and  gentlemen  connected  with  the  Hi^^hland  districts ;  the  poese&t 
CammiaBioners  being  the  Duke  of  Sutherknd,  Lord  Glenelg,  George 
TniU,  Esq.,  H.P.,  the  Duke  of  Argyll,  Lord  Lovat,  and  the  Marquis  of 
Stafford.  The  Act  provides,  That  **  any  three  of  which  Commissionero 
ihaB  form  a  quorum^  of  which  one  of  the  Commissioners  appoiuted  bry 
virtue  of  his  office  shall  always  be  one ;  and  at  all  the  meetmga  of  the 
CnwmiSBioneBB,  which  me^ings  ahaU  be  held  in  London  or  WeHminttery 
ths  chunnan  shall  have  a  casting-vote,'^  ete. 

The  boalnefls  is  conducted  by  a  secretary,  resideBt  in  London;  anda 
law-agent  in  Edinburgh ;  besides  the  head-inspdctcv,  resideiitin  Invemasi, 
and  the  seven  sub-inspectors  already  referred  to. 

From  tiie  last  (the  45th)  Rqport  of  the  Commitwonftrs,  the  eocpensea  of 
management  appear  to  be  as  f  oUows : — 

The  secretary— Salary,  .....    L.lOO    0    0 

Disbursements,  .  .  .  11  10    0 

L.111  10    0 

The  law-agent— His  aocooni  for  law  bu8ln€tt  and  dis- 
bursements, allowance  as  cashier,  etc.,  .  577  11  11 

The  general  inspector — 
Salary,  .  .  .    L.280    0    0 

IVavelling  expenses,  rent,  postages,  etc.,    267    7    5 


His  clerk,       ....  L.40  10  0 

Sundry  acconnts,                   .            •  10  17  2 

fc  - 

Six  inspectors,            .            .            ,  L.883  5  3 

Greatcoats  for  do.,                 .  87  16  0 


617    7    5 


61    7  -2 


921     1    3 


Xiscellaneoas  accounts,  8    3    6 


Total  expense  of  management  for  1858,  L.2,187    1    3 

N,R. — The  €tveretge  erpease  of  management  for  three  years,  1856, 
1867, 1858,  has  been  L.2,260. 

The  total  sums  expended  during  the  year  on  maintenance  and  repair 
d  roads,  etc,  under  charge  of  &e  Commissioners,  in  the  10  counties, 
>ppean  to  haye  been  as  foSowB : — 

h 


Opunlj  Paid  from  funds  of  Coo&niBdoners,  .  .    L.2^6  IV  7i 

of  _         Paid  from  proeeedft  of  tolls,  .         '.  .  .        2,552    6   2 

Paid  from  assassments  OKI  counties,  .  4^826    2   0^ 

L.9,796  18  10 


Tliere  is  also  a  sum  of  L.250  set  apart  annually  by  tbe  OoimaiaBionerB 
as  a  Superannuation  Fund  for  behoof  of  the  inspectors,  Tiz. — ^L.50  for  the 
head-inspector,  and  L.200  for  the  sub-inspectors.  The  amount  at  the 
credit  of  Uus  account  in  the  Bank  of  Scotland  at  31st  December  1868  iras 
L.8,905,  lis.  9d. 

II.  The  Castle  Stewart  an»  Nairn  Tdbnpike. 

This  road  was  made  in  1840,  under  one  of  the  Hiffhland  Roads  and 
Brid^  Acts  (S  and  4  Will.  IV.  cap.  38,  1838).  The  length  of  the  new 
road  is  6f  miles,  from  Castle  Stewart  in  Invemess-dure  to  the  confines  of 
the  county  of  Nairn,  and  two  miles  in  the  county  of  Nairn.  There  are 
also  4f  miles  of  old  road  from  Invemess  to  the  commencement  of  the  new 
road  near  Castle  Stewart.  The  total  length  of  the  road  is  thus  13^  xoileB. 
Hie  funds  for  its  construction,  amounting  to  L.4,877,  2&  Td.^  were  bor- 
rowed on  the  personal  security  of  certain  neritors  on  the  line,  actang  as  a 
committee  under  the  authority  of  a  general  meeting  of  the  county. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Parliamentary  CommissioneES,  and  in  virtue  of 
the  statute,  tolls  were  placed  on  the  roai^  which  were  to  oe  applied,  after 
defraying  the  cost  of  maintenance,  in  payment  of  the  int^^t  and  in 
extinction  of  the  principal,  which  arrangement  has  been  partially  carried 
out ;  but  in  consequ^ice  of  the  formation  of  a  railway,  which  runs  parallel 
to  the  road,  the  toll  dues  are  so  greatly  diminished  as  to  be  hardly  suffi- 
cient to  maintain  the  road,  and  t£e  means  of  payment  of  interest  from 
tlttrt  source  has  been  cut  off.  L.2000  has  been  paid  by  the  Railway  Com- 
pany as  compensation  for  loss  of  ta«£Bio,  which  has  reduced  the  debt  by 
that  amount. 

The  total  debt  at  80th  April  1859  amounted  to'^L.2,68d,  Is.  4d. 

ni.   IKVERNESS  BRIDC^E. 

> 

The  stone  bridge  over  the  Nees,  at  Inverness,  having  been  swqpt  away 
by  a  i^ood  in  the  river  in  1849,  it  was  replaced  by  an  iron  auBjpension 
Isridee,  erected  under  ihQ  Act  14  and  15  Yiet^,  cap.  66,  which  was  aftor- 
warob  followed  by  the  Act  18  and  19  Vict.,  cap.  113. 

To  meet  the  cost  of  erection,  a  grant  of  L.7,700  was  made  by  Parlia- 
ment ;  and  by.  the  first  Aat  the  Treasunr  was  authorised  to  advanqe  a  som 
of  L.  10,700  b(y  way  of  loan,  and  by  the  second  Act  a  further  snm  of 
L.3,000.  These  loans  to  be  repaid  with  interest,  in  22  annual  instalments, 
at  the  rate  of  6i  per  oenU  ;  such  instalments  to  be  borne  by  the  four 
northern  counties — Invemess,  Ross,  Sutherlaaid,  and  Cailimessr—in  pso-) 
pocdicHi'to  the  shapes  severally  reoeivuble  by  them  of  the  sAnual  gnmt  of 
l4«500O  for  Highland  roads  and  bridges. 

The  Aots  provide  for  tiie  share  of  each  county  being  retained  by  the  High" 
lahd  Roads  and  Bridges  CommissioneirB  out  of  the  portaon  of  l^e  g^^At  paj-  • 
able  to  the  oounUes  reepeotively ;  and^  in  order  to  make  up  t^e  deficieney 
thus  caused  in  the  sum  applicable  to  the  Parliamentary  and  military  roads, 
the  oottnties  w^«  authoEBed  to  inqxse  an  additional  asBeaament  lor  tiHat 
puipoae.  But  iti  practice  this  oourae  is  not  foUow^,  the  quetasftyaUelor 
the  bridge  by  eaeh  oounty  betag  direotly  assessed  tof-and  pafid£alf  ^yeariy 
to  the  Treasury  through  the  Commissioners. 

The  total  a<im  pajrable  by  the  lonir  couatiffi  mnnaUy . 
under  this  head  is/     .  .  .  .  *.   L«890  10;  0' 

.Thidi:i?espe^Te*abarfisheins-rr  .    .   .      m^.  .,:  .  i..^;  .    .  ;  - 


Rport* 


cviu 


iBTemM, 
R06B,  . 
Sutlierlvid, 
Oaiihneai, 


L.515  12 

211  17 

107    7 

55  12 

7 
3 

8 
6 

COQOIJ. 

of 

L.890  10    0 

It  ia  ezprasBly  provided  hf  the  Act,  Hiat  no  toll  shall  be  levied  on  the 
bridge  or  ite  approaohea,  which  are  to  be  free  to  the  public  in  all  time 
coming,  and  uiMier  the  management  of  the  GonuniaBionfirB  lor  Highland 
Boada  and  Biidgea. 

lY.  Statute  Labour  Roads. 

The  statute  labonr  roads  in  Inyemess-shire  are  regulated  by  an  Act 
passed  in  1830,  the  qnaMcation  for  a  Trustee  bdng  the  possession  of  land 
ol  the  yeariy  value  of  L.  100  sterling,  or  valued  in  the  cess-books  at  L.lOO 
Soota ;  together  with  justices  of  the  peace,  and  certain  Trustees,  ex  officiis, 

Tha  oounty  is  divided  into  25  distriote,  which,  with  one  or  two  exoep- 
tiona,  have  eaeh  a  dark  and  ooUectoc.  The  districts  consist  of  the  fol- 
loving: — 


1.  Inverness. 

2.  Petty. 

3.  Aird. 

4.  Strathglaas. 

5.  Uiquhart. 

6.  Dora. 

7.  Glengarry. 

8.  Strathnaim. 

9.  Strathdeam. 


10.  Badenoch. 

11.  Strathspey. 

12.  Fort  William. 
18.  Skye. 

14.  Dunveggan. 

15.  Harris. 

16.  South  Uist/ 

17.  Arisaig. 


18.  Glenelg. 

19.  North  Uist. 

20.  Dalcroes. 

21.  Barra. 

22.  Oulloden. 

23.  Moidart. 

24.  Enoydart 

25.  Lochend. 


Theae  districta  all  report  their  prooeedings  annually  to  the  general 
Qce^g,  with  the  exception  of  those  of  Arisaig,  Moidart,  Knoydart^  and 
Lochend. 

The  asaeaBment  authorised  by  the  Act  oonaista  ol  a  rate  on  proprietors, 
of  3d.  to  9d.  sterling  per  L.1  Scots  of  valued  rent ;  and  on  all  male  per- 
sona— ^tenants,  householders,  etc. — a  rate  of  from  Ss.  to  9s.,  with  2b,  6d. 
on  each  horse  kept  for  hire.  Special  rates  are  fixed  for  the  burgh  of 
InvemeaSk 

Hie  rate  ci  asseasment  aetnally  levied  varies  according  to  the  require- 
uMHita  of  tibe  different  districts,  and  the  money  raised  in  each  district  is 
expended  on  the  roads  within  it.  Many  districts  consist  of  a  single  parish 
cwr,  but  some  include  two  or  three  puidiea. 

The  statute  labour  roads  in  the  county,  so  far  as  reported,  extend  to 
alNnit<H4nailea,  but  the  mileage  of  two  of  the  diatrida  (Badenoch  and 
North  Uist)  is  awtmting. 

The  aterage  amount  assessed  for  the  last  three  years  appears  to  have 
been  about  L.3,095, 10a.  lOd. 

'  V^aty  lam  soma  of  debt  are  stated  in  the  returns  of  some  of  the  dis- 
tricts. In  Harria  the  debt  is  stated  at  L.8,243 ;  in  South  Uist,  L.9,470 ;  in 
NttMh  Uist,  L.2,482 ;  and  in  Banra,  L.210.  These  debts  were  incurred  by 
tha  'pnffneUfn  in  making  roads ;  they  have  existed  for  a  very  long  time ; 
a]Mi  it  la  bdifyved  that  no  interest  has  ever  been  paid  upon  them. 

B0B8B  or  IsvxiaiESs* — ^The  whole  x«nds  and  atreeta  within  the  Parlia^ 
xoantaty  bcfoodaxiea  of  Invemeas  extend  to  about  14f  -miles.  Of  theae, 
»bo<it  three  mika  are  maintained  by  theCommiseio^ersfor  Hi^iland  Roads 
and  Bridgea. 

The  other  roada.and  ateeta  within  the  M  rgyaUy,  which  forms  the  fiiat 
dktiici  ^  jstatute  labour  roads,  are  maintained  by  the  Statute  Labour 
Troateea  and  the  Corporation.    The  rate  of  assessment  ia  64  per  £  on 


cvm 


RepoTf. 


Cannty 
of     . 
Invenie88« 


rental  of  houses,  and  4^d.  per  £  on  lands,  besides  a  Conversion  ra^  of 
88.  on  eacli  occupant  of  premises  of  the  value  of  L.2  yearly  and  upwards. 

The  total  amount  levied  in  the  first  district,  on  an  average  of  the  last 
three  years,  has  been  L.496,  12s.  lOd.  The  surveyor  has  L.IO,  the  clerk 
JUl^t  and  the  collector  7}  per  cent,  on  the  asseesment,  and  10  per  cent,  on 
the  amount  of  the  statute  labour  conversion  rate. 

The  assessment  is  leviable  from  occupants,  who  retain  one  half  from 
their  landlords. 

The  roads  beyond  the  royalty,  and  withta  the  Parliamentary  boundary 
(other  than  those  already  refenred  to  as  upheld  by  the  CommissionerB  of 
Highland  Roads  and  Bridges)^  are  maintained  ont  of  the  funds  of  the  bih, 
8th,  and  22d  districts  ol  statute  labour  roads. 


From  the  foregoing  statement,  and  the  abstracts  in  the  Appendix,  it 

appears  that  the  average  annual  cost  of  the  whole  roads  within  the  county 

of  Inverness  is  as  follows : — 

Military  and  parliamentary  roads,  •  .    hAfilO    5    0 

Superintendence  and  ntianagement,  '   .  .  .  960    8    5 


Castle  Stewart  and  Nairn  Turnpike,    . 
Inverness  Bridge, 
Statute  Labour  Roads 


L.5,270  18    5 

204  16    5 

615  12    7 

&/>ll  8    5 

L.9,002  10  10 


Pie  debt  consists  of — 
Debt  on  Castle  Stewart  and  Nairn  Ttcmpike,  seeundd 

by  personal  obligation,        ....    Li.2,214    8    7 
Statute  Labour  Road  debt,     ....        8,742  11    1 


Total  debt, 


.  L.10,956  14    8 


CoDntj 

of 

Kincardine. 


XVIL-^-COUNTY  OF  KINCARDINE. 

The  whole  extent  of  public  roads  within  the  county  of  Kincardine  is 
about  500  miles,  whereof  about  108  miles  are  turnpike,  and  897  statute 
labour  or  commutation  roi^* 

TuKMFi^  Roads  and  Bridoes. 

The  Turnpike  Road  Trusts  are  four  in  number,  besides  two  Bridge 
TVusts. 

1.  The  ConsdidaUd  Tmgt  of  Kineardmedure  Tun^iJau 

is  regulated  by  an  Act  naased  in  1795  (also  applicable  to  statute  hboui' 
roads),  &nd  which  has  been  renewed  in  1816  and  1888.  This  Tnut 
embraces  58  miles  of  road,  which  previously  formed  four  trusts,  and  ite'e 
consolidated  by  the  Act.  These  Trusts  were  in  debt  to  the  amount  of 
L.  12,000,  but  by  careful  management  this  debt  was  wholly  paid  off  pre- 
vious to  the  openinc;  of  the  railway  through  t^e  district,  wnich  had  the 
effect  of  reducing  the  revenue,  although,  from  the  diminished  cost  of 
maintenance,  the  Trustees  w&ife  still  enabled  to  rediiee  tlie  rates  of  toll, 
besides  removing  two  minor  toll-bars ;  and  there  is  still  an  annual  surplus, 
which  goes  to  form  an  accim^ulating  fund. 

In  1849  the  TVustees  entered  upon  a  system  of  management,  with  a 
view  to  taking  off  the  tolls  altogether,  and  wHh  the  tntentaon  of  ultunirtely 
amalgamating  the  turnpike  and  eommutatioti  roads.    The  69  miles  of 


JRqiPfi.  cix 

Toad  were  divided  iato  pqitioBS  oorrecnouding  to  the.  different  parisheB       Coanty 
through  which  it  pa^ed,  and  each  paridi  received  from  the  general  funds    j^    ?j^. 
for  repair  of  the  road  the  amount  estimated  by  the  surveyor  as  necessary        c*™*oe. 
for  the  portion  within  it0  bounds,  any  excess  b^ing  accosted  for  and 
any  deficiency  supplemented  the  following  year. 

There  are  six  tolls  on  the  58  miles  of  road,  and  the  revenue  for 
1856-a7wa8 L.793    0    0 

That  for  1857-^8  being      .  .  .  .  728    0    0 

Hie  ezpeme  of  jnaSntenanee,  including  sarveyors  salary,  was,  in 

1866-^, L.682    7    7 

And  in  1867-«58,  .  .  d56    6    8 

The  snrveyor  has  LM^  lind  the  ckrk  L^. 

Under  this  j^stem  of  management  a  fund  has  been  accumulated  which 
amounted  at  Whitaunday  1858  to  L.d,646, 15s.  2d. ;  and  the  Trustees  are 
of  opinion  that  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  if  they  could  legally  do  so, 
th^  slioald  be  in  a  position  to  abolish  all  the  tolls  on.  these  roads,  and 
maintain  both  them  and  the  statute  labour  roads  from  the  statute  labour 
lent  in  the  parishes,  and  the  interest  of  the  accumulated  capital. 


2.  The  Slwg  TurwpikB 
IS  15}  miles  in  length. 

The  Trust  is  constituted  under  Acts  passed  in  1800, 1820,  and  1842. 
Tliere  are  three  toU-bars  on  the  road. 

1856-57.  1857-58. 

~    ICevenue,  .  .  .        L.274    5    2        L.305    0    8 

Haintenance,iBcludingturvc^pr's salary,  90  15    0  131    7    6* 

The  surveyor  has  L.10,  lOs.,  and  the  clesk  and  treasujrer  L.15. 

The  debt  at  Whitsunday  1858  consisted  oli— 

Borrowed  money,        .  •  .•  .        L.750    6    0 

.     inteEaBttaWliitBundayl858).  1,274  10  10 

Fre£erab]e  debt  held)  by  Trustees  of  >  j  a  ma  m  ia 

Consolidated  Trusts,  J  ^'^'^^^  ^^  ^^ 

Original  subscriptions,  .        L.1,852  10    0 

Accumulikted  interest  thereon,  5,212    7    0 

7,064  17    0 


•**• 


Total  debt,       'L.9,089    7  10 

01  the  L.7,064, 17s.  Od.^  the  Tnsrt;ee8  of  the  Consolidated  Trust  hold 
L.8,824, 138. 

No  interest  has  ever  been  paid  on  the  siibscription  ddbt,  the  remaindsr 
of  which  is  bdd  by  mrtim  intersBted  ia  the  disteicst. 

About  1^,6,000  of  the  debt  (preferable  to  the  extent  of  L.2,352),  and 
onpnal  suheoriptions  to  the  extent  of  L.8,824,  ISs.,  were  purchased  for 
L.750  by  the  Consolidated  l^t,  and  is  now  held  by  them.  Ilie  remainder 
€fi  the  preferable  del^t  was  afterwards  purchased  by  them  for  a  payment 
of  LJlS,  7a.  dd. 

3.  The  South  Deeside  Tampiht^ 

oraMtu^d  U  anka^  with  two  tolls,  is  gegulated  under  an  Act  psase^ 

in  1837. 

1856-57.  1857-58. 

Revenue,        «  .  «  .    L.305    0    0    L.303    0    0 

Msiwfnnnnnn,  inrlmilnj  mnrnjur'n  nnlrij,    118    5    0       117    6    9 
...  I  The4nrvey40]|iasL«lO)aad*^e  clerk  and  tKeiMMrerIi.10. 


ex  '  Stpdft^ 

County  The  debt  at  Wlntsanday  1858  comdsied  of— 

._,    <>' ,  Original  subecriptioiiSy  .  .  .        L.7,050    0    0 

Klnoardin*.  Preferable  loans,       ....  4,600    0    0 

Accumulation  of  interest  at  5  per  cent,  on  both 
theabOYB,  ....  6,768    7    0 

L.17,308    7    0 

For  the  last  fire  or  six  years,  iniarest  has  been  paid  on  the  booeoiwed 
money  mt  the  rate  of  3^  per  cent. 

4.  The  Neiherley^  or  Fetiertsto  and  Manfcuiter  Turnpike, 

extends  to  11  miles,  and  is  regulated  by  an  Act  poased  in  1820,  and 

which  e:q>ire8  next  year.    There  is  one  tou. 

1856-57.  1857-58. 

Revenue,     ....        L.52    0    0        L.50    0    0 
Maintenance,  and  surveyor's  salary,  29    2    5  29  13  11 

The  surveyor  has  L.2,  2s.,  and  the  derk  and  treasurer  L.5. 

The  debt  at  Whitsunday  1858  consisted  of — 
Amount  paid  up  by  the  representatives  of  parties  who  bad  become 

personally  liable  in  1854,      .  .  .        L.921  11    3 

Interest  Bince  that  date,  .  .  .  161    5    8 

L.1,082  16  11 

There  is  a  small  balance  in  bank,  but  the  revenue  is  not  now  suffideot 
to  pay  any  interest. 

5.  MaryJdrk  Bridge 

was  erected  by  subscriptions  under  an  Act  passed  in  1811. 

Tlie  subscriptions  amounted  to    .  .    *       .        L.6,250    0    0 

Interest  to  Whitsunday  1858,      .  .  .  718  16    0 

L.6,968  15  0 

The  pontage  toll  waa  let  in  1856-57  for  .        L.263     1    9 

And  in  1857-58  for     .  .  .  247  19    9 

The  expenditure  in  these  years  was  L.7,  Is.  9d.  and  L.2,  178.  4d. 
respectively.  The  surveyor  baa  10s.  6d.,  and  the  derk  and  treasurer 
L.IO,  10s. 

The  Trustees  have  a  claim  against  the  railway  compuiy,  which,  if 
substantiated,  will  add  greatly  to  the  value  of  the  debt. 

6.  The  Wellington  Stupermon  Bridge 

over  the  Dee,  connects  the  two  counties  of  Kincardine  and  Aberdeen.  It 
was  built  by  subscription  under  an  Act  passed  in  1829,  l^e  Trustees  being 
all  persons  holding  property  in  the  parish  of  Nigg,  and  subscribers  of  L.1W. 

The  amount  subscribed  was  L.9,815,  no  part  of  which  has  ever  heen 
paid  off ;  but  the  surplus  revenue  is  divided  among  the  8uhBcribea:s,  and 
has  not  averaged  more  than  3  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the  subscriptioiis. 

About  4)  miles  of  roadway  are  maintained  out  of  the  bridge  ninds,  4 
mitos  being  in  the  county  of  Kincardine,  axui  half  a  nule  in  the  county  of 
Aberdeen.  There  is  a  pontage  toll  which  is  aJso  paid  by  foot-paasengen, 
one  halfpenny  each  time  of  crossing. 

1856-57.  1857-58. 

Kett  revenue  of  the  pontage,        L.491     8    2        L.476    2    2 
Maintenance,  and  surveyor' a  iiriaiy",  76    1    0       .      65    7    8 
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The  snrveyor  has  L.^,  te.,  the  derk  L.5,  5s.,  and  the  treaforer      Coaotj 
L.6, 166. 6d.  of 

llie  subscriptioDS  were  whoUv  by  parties  interested  in  the  land  on    Kinoardint. 
either  side  of  the  bridge,  but  the  ppopertieB  have  in  many  cases  now 
passed  into  diffsrent  hands.    The  tnuic  is  almost  entirely  locipiL 

Statute  Labour  Roads. 

The  fltatote  labour  roads  in  Kincardiiieshure,  as  already  statedi  are 
regolated  nnder  the  Act  of  1796,  and  extend  to  about  397  miles.  The 
trustees  are  all  proprietors  of  land  to  the  extent  of  L.100  Scots  valued 
rent,  their  eldest  sons,  jnstiioes  ci  the  peace,  and  tenant  farmers  paying 
L.300  of  rent. 

The  county  is  divided  into  five  districts,  each  containing  several  parishes. 
These  dis^cts  are  Stonehaven,  Lower  Deeside,  Upptf  Deeside,  Laurence- 
kirk, and  St  Cyrus. 

The  assessment  is  imposed  by  the  Act  whoUy  on  occupiers  of  lands,  and 
the  Tnaxininm  rate  is  40s.  per  L.100  Scots  valued  rent.  Occupants  of 
burgh  roods,  and  inhabitants  of  towns  and  villages,  are  liable,  according 
to  a  scale  set  forth  in  the  Aot. 

Although  payable  by  oocupants,  the  practice  in  the  county,  with  few 
exceptions,  is  to  levy  the  assessment  from  proprietors,  who  recover  it  from 
their  tenants,  apportioning  it  among  them  acooi^ding  to  their  real  rent. 

The  money  rmsed  within  a  parish  is  not  permitted  to  be  applied  to  roads 
beyond  fhe  pimh,  unles  witHonsent  of  a  majority  of  tf/proprieton. 
In  seven  of  fhe  parishes  the  assessment  is  at  the  maximum  rate,  and  in 
two  of  them  no  assessment  is  levied — ^viz.,  in  Benbolm,  where  there  is  an 
accumulated  fund  out  of  which  the  roads  are  repaired,  and  in  Kinneff, 
where  the  highway  and  bridge  money  (to  be  after  noticed)  is  sufficient  for 
all  purposes. 

The  maximum  rate,  if  levied  over  the  whole 

county,  should  produce     .  .  .        L.1,498    0    0 

The  amount  presently  raised  is  only  .  955    0    0 

In  general  there  is  one  surveyor  for  each  district;  and  the  survevor  for 
the^tiflnB^Nke  reads  of  the  Consolidated  Trust  has  also  charge  of  three 
districts  of  l^e  commutation  roads. 

The  amount  expended  on  iAxe  commutation  roads  in  the  county  in  1857 
was  L.l,6d6,  the  deficiency  in  the  amount  of  statute  labour  assessment 
bein^  met  out  of  the  highway  and  bridge  money.  The  estimate  for  1858 
wasL.1,494. 

Highway  and  Bridge  Money, 

By  the  Act  1795,  a  separate  assessment  is  authorised  for  repairing 
highways  and  bridges.  This  assessment  is  leviable  from  proprietors,  the 
maximum  rate  bdng  20s.  per  L.100  Scots  valued  rent,  which  produces 
about  L.654  per  annum. 

IVliilst  statute  labour  road  numey  cannot  be  applied  except  in  parishes 
wkere  it  is  raised,  there  is  no  such  limitation  in  re^^ard  to  the  lughway 
and  bridge  money.  It  may  even  be  applied  to  turnpike  roads,  which  the 
stfttote  labour  funds  cannot^ 

BUBGHS. 

Bervie. — The  turnpike  road  passes  thrcfu^h  the  burgli  a  distance  of 
8  fvkmgs  170  yards.  Of  die'  otber  roads  and  streets  1  mile  6  furlongs 
184  yards,  are  stated  to  be  upheld  out  of  the  oommon  eood  of  the  burgh. 

In  Laurencekirk  and  Stonehaven  (which  are  not  royal  or  parliamentary 
burghs),  the  turnpike  road  passes  through  tiie  town,  and  the  rest  of  the 
streets  are  maintained  from  the  statabftlabonr  funds. 
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County  Fnxn  the  f oi!^;oing  statement  and  the  ahetracts  in  the  Appendix,  it 

RiiM«2!liiim    appears  that  the  average  annual  cost  of  the  whole  roads  and  bridga  in 
^'*®*"^**"    we  county  of  Kincardine  is  aa  follows : — 

Turnpike  roada  and  bridges,  .  .  .        L.980    7    8 

Statute  labour  roads,  including  highway  and  bridge 
money,  .....  2,411    6    6 

L.3,391  14    2 

The  debt  oansistB  d — 

Turnpike  debt^ 
Secured  on  assignation  to  toils  only^  .        L.31,139     1    3 

Accumulated  interest,         .  .  13,125    5    6 

L.44,264    6    9 
Fund  on  hand,       .  .  3,646  15    2 

L.40,617  11    7 


County  XVin.  COUNTT  OF  KINROSS. 

of 
KinroAB.         The  roads  in  the  county  of  Kinross  extend  to  about  11^  milea,  of  whiok 
.62)  are  turnpikes,  and  49^  statute  labour  roads. 

TtJKNPTKE  Roads. 

The  turnpike  roads  are  all  regulated  by  the  Kinross-shire  Roads  Act 
(1  and  2  WilL  IV.,  cap.  71,  1831),  with  the  exception  of  the  Kiniosi  and 
Alloa  Road,  and  the  Great  North  Road,  both  of  which  have  ^lecial  Acts. 

1.  The  Cleish  Turnpike 
ei^tents  to  1$  miles,  wiUi  1  toll. 

1856-57.  1857-58. 

Rerenue,  .  .  .        L.70    8    0  L.80    3    0 

Maintenance,  including  sur- 
reyor's  salary,  .  .  65  16  11  86    3    0 

The  surveyor  has  L.5,  and  the  clerk  and  treasurer  L.5.  There  is  no 
debt  on  the  road. 

2.  The  Milnaik&rt  Road 

extends  to  6  miles  6  furlongs,  with  1  toll,  and  a  sixtii  share  ol  the  Muck- 
hart  toll  on  the  Ochil  Trust. 

1856-57.  1857-58. 

Revenue,  .  .  .        L.76    2  10  L.67    2   ^ 

Expense  of  maintenance,  and 
surveyor's  aakry,  .  91    6    7  60  10    7 

The  surveyor  has  L>5,  axkd  the  derk  and  treaaourar  L.5. 

The  road  was  made  by  gentlemen  interested  in  the  district,  and  theitf^ 
statement  of  their  advances  and  ^terest  tiiereon  appears  to  have  bedi 
made  up  at  11th  November  1823,  when  theajpaoont  was  stated  at  L.8290, 
8s.  3d.  No  interest  seems  to  have  be^  calculated  since  that  time,  and  the 
only  payment  to  account,  for  the  last  .20  years,  was  L.300  of  accuxnul*' 
tions,  whidi  was  divided  about  5  years  ago. 


Report* 


cxiu 


S.  The  Pmimoak  Twiynke 

extends  to  16  miles,  with  1  toll-bar. 

1856-57.  1857-58. 

p__„^    (Tolls,  .      L.200    0    0  L.137  10    0 


lAUocatiom, 


40    0    0 


40    0    0 


L.240    0    0  L.177  10    0 

Maintenance  and  sarveyor^s 
salary,  .  .  .  184  18    1  197    9    0 

The  surveyor  has  L.10,  and  the  clerk  and  treasurer  L.12, 128. 

The  debt  has  been  all  paid  off,  except  a  small  balance  of  L.30. 

The  allocations  above  mentioned  consist  of  a  grant  of  L.20  annually 
from  the  Kinross  and  Orwell  Statute  Labour  Trust,  and  a  like  sum  from 
the  Cleish  Turnpike  Trust. 

4.  The  Kinross  and  AUoa  Turnpike, 
17  miles  in  length,  has  6  nulee  in  Kinross-shire  (see  Clackmannan,  No.  II.). 

6.  The  (huh  and  Nivmgstone, Turnpike, 

extending  is  all  to  about  28  miles,  has  4  miles  in  Kinross-shire  (see  Fife, 
No.  VIL). 

6.  The  Great  NoHh  Road, 

extending  in  all  to  39 1  miles,  has  11  miles  in  Kinross-shire  (see  Perth- 
diire.  No.  XXVn.). 

7.  The  Cupar  and  Kinross  Turnpike, 
extending  in  all  to  17^  miles,  has  8^  mileB  in  Kinross  (see  Fife,  No.  V.). 

Statdte  Laboub  Boaps. 

The  stKtnte  labov  roads  in  Kimross-shire  are  regulated  by  an  Act^ 
dated  5th  May  1826  (7  Geo.  lY.,  cap.  69),  under  which  the  county  is 
divided  into  the  three  districts  of  Kinross,  Cleish,  and  Portmoak. 

The  asBessment  is  levied  on  plong^igates  oonsisfcing  of  50  acres  of  land 
or  L.70  of  r^it,  the  proprietor  having  the  option  of  either  of  these 
meMores  of  value.  The  assessment  is  levied  on  proprietors,  with  recourse 
on  Uie  oocupiers.  There  is  also  a  rate  on  householders,  and  a  small  sum 
levied  on  carriages  let  for  hire,  and  on  carters. 

The  funds  ra^ed  in  each  district  are  expended  on  the  roads  in  that 
distriet,  at  tbe  sight  of  a  surveyor,  fmd  the  same  party  is  surveyor  for  all 
the  three  districts. 

The  extent  and  cost  of  the  statute  labour  roads  in  the  different  districts 
win  he  seen  from  the  following  table : — . 


District. 

• 

Miles. 

Rate 

of 

Assemment. 

Average  amount 
of  assessment, 
1855-56-57-58: 

1.  Kinross  and  Orwell,     . 
2.C1mhftiidirQfiibole,    . 
S.  Portmoak,  • 

81i 
15 

8i 

15s.  per  ploughgate 
14s.  6d.  per  do. 
58,  per         do. 

253    4  10 

128  17    0 

29  10    9 

49i 

406  12    7  . 

Coanty 

of 
Kinross. 
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Connty  There  fc  no  general  surveyor,  the  money  being  laid  out  by  oommitteea 

Kin^      in  each  parish. 


•#*■ 


From  the  foregoing  statement,  and  the  Abstracts  in  the  Apfpendiz,  it 
appears  that  the  annual  cost  of  the  whole  roads  within  the  county  of  Kin- 
ross is  as  follows  :^- 

Tumpike  Roads,  ....        L.923  17    4 

Statute  Labour  Roads,  .  .  .  &35    8    3 

L.1,459    5    7 

The  debt  consists  of : — 

Turnpike  Debt. 

Secured  by  personal  obligation  of  some  of  the 
Trustees,  .....        L.8,899  10    6 
Do.        on  assignation  to  tolls  only,      .  15,982  17    8 

L.19,882    8    2 
Funds  on  hand,         .  280    5    0 

L.19,102    8    2 
Statute  Labour  Road  Deb%  .  .  .  128    1    8 

L.19,230    4  10 


Sujwartry  XIX.  STEWARTRY  OF  KIRKCUDBRIGHT, 

of 
Kirkcudbright.     Th^  whole  roads  in  the  stewartry  of  Kirkcudbright,  both  turnpike  and 
statute  labour,  are  regulated  by  a  local  Act  (3  and  4  Vict.,  cap.  102), 
1840.    There  are  about  249^  miles  of  turnpike,  and  about  511  mileB  of 
statute  labour  roads,  making  in  all  760  miles. 

Turnpike  Roai>s. 

Under  the  Act  the  whole  turnpike  roads  in  the  stewartry  form  one 
Trust,  but  they  are  divided  into  14  districts,  vnth  separate  TrustiMB, 
funds,  and  accounts  in  eadi, — ^the  proceedings  of  each  district  being 
annually  submitted  to  a  general,  meeting  for  approval. 

There  is  one  surveyor  for  the  whole  turnpikes  of  the  stewartry,  his 
salary  from  this  source  being  L.200.  The  general  clerk  has  L.50,  for 
which  he  has  also  to  act  as  district  clerk ;  and  the  treasurer  has  L.60. 
These  salaries  are  apportioned  on  the  different  districts  according  to  their 
revenues. 

Only  one  general  account  is  kept  in  the  bank,  but  the  accounts  of  each 
district  are  made  out  separately  at  the  end  of  the  year.  In  some  of  the 
districts  the  roads  are  very  short.  In  one  (Kirkchrist)  there  are  only  5 
miles,  and  in  another  (Balloch)  7  miles. 

On  an  average  of  5  years  preceding  Whitsunday  1858,  it  appears  from 
the  published  accounts  that  t^ie  expense  of  maintenance  and  management 
of  the  whole  turnpike  roads  in  the  stewartry  was  (exclusive  of  improre' 
ments),  ....  L.2488,  or  L.IO  per  mile. 
Or  including  improvements,  .  L.269S,  or  L.IO,  17s.  Id.  per  mile. 
The  revenue  is  collected  at  29  toll-bars,  whidi  are  all  let ;  8  of  them  are 
let  for  L.10,  L.12,  and  L.20  respectively. 


\BepoH.  CSV 

At  WhitBunday  185S,  the  debt  on  the  whole  Trusts  stood  as  follows : — 
Bonded  debt,  ....         L.2870    0    0  Stewartry 

Subecriptioii  debt— New  Galloways  Trust,  600    0    0         KipkoadbrigUt. 

L.8470    0    0 
Balanoe  due  to  Treasurer,     .  .  •  511  19    1 


L.3981  19    1 
Debt  doe  by  other  Trusts  to  Mail 

Trust,  .  .        L.1670    0    0 

Balance  due  by  treasurers,       .  1668    9    5 

S838    9    5 


L.643    9    8 


A  considerable  amount,  which  had  been  accumulated  from  surplus 
rerenue  in  the  Mail  Trust,  was  lent  to  other  Trusts  which  were  in  aebt 
—their  bonds,  bearing  interest,  being  taken  for  the  amount — as  stated 
above.  Doubts,  however,  have  been  felt  as  to  the  legaHtj  of  this  pro- 
cedure. 

^  The  railway,  at  present  in  course  of  construction,  from  Dumfries  to 
Newton-Stewart  (atx>ut  50  miles),  passing  from  one  end  of  the  stewartry 
to  the  other,  is  expected  materially  to  affect  the  revenue  of  the  different 
TruBtB.  The  principal  or  Mail  Trust  will  be  injuriously  affected,  whilst 
fiome  of  the  others  may  be  benefited  by  increasea  traffic. 

Statitte  Labour  Roads. 

The  statute  labour  roads  in  the  stewartry  extend  to  about  511  miles, 
and  are  maintained  by  an  assessment  on  the  old  valued  rent,  levied  on  the 
occupant  till  it  exceeds  dOs.  per  L.  100  Scots,  any  extra  assessment  beyond 
that  rate  being  payable  by  the  owner.  The  assessment  is  at  the  maximum 
in  all  the  pari&hes  but  four. 

For  statute  labour  plurposes,  the  28  parishes  in  the'stewartry  are  fonqpd 
mto  8  divisions,  each  containing  3  or  4  parishes ;  but  separate  accounts 
are  kept  for  each  parish,  and  the  money  raised  in  each  is  only  applicable 
to  the  roads  within  that  parish. 

From  a  return  furnished  by  the  convener,  it  appears  that,  on  an  average 
of  3  years,  the  cost  of  repairs,  including  surveyor's  salary,  amounted 
to       .  ...        L.1463    8    5orL.2  18    4  per  mile. 

The  cost  of  coUeetion,  clerk, 
ete.,  was  .  L.122  17    8  or     0    4  10       „ 

(^  per  cent,  on  the  amo<imt  collected.) ' '    ' 

L.8    3    2  per  mile. 

(or  about  1^  on  the  real  rent  of  the  stewartry). 

The  amount  of  the  existing  assessment,  however,  is  stated  to  be,  in 
many  caseft,  inadequate  for  keeping  the  roads  in  proper  condition. 

The  same  surveyor  who  is  employed  lor  the  turnpikes  has  also  charge 
of  the  statute  labour  roads.  He  receives  for  this  an  additional  salary  of 
L.d0,  of  which  L.8,  16s.  6d.  is  paid  from  the  bridge  money.  He  has  two 
Bub-BurveyoTS  under  him  at  L.60  each — or  L.120---of  which  L.21,  3s.  6d. 
is  paid  from  the  bridge  money.  Besides  these  officials,  there  are  separate 
cms  and  collectors  in  each  of  the  8  districts. 

In  3  of  the  parishes,  annual  grants  are  received  from  turnpike  funds 
towards  maintenance  of  the  statute  labour  roads,  amounting  to  L.18, 
Ll8,  and  L.5  respectively. 

Several  of  the  other  parishes  are  in  debt.  In  the  parish  of  Borgue,  the 
debt  amounts  to  about  L.400,  and  in  that  parish,  as  well  as  in  the 
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Stewartry     panahes  of  Balmadellan  and  Eirkpatrick-Durham,  an  extra  aBsessment 
of  is  levied,  of  10b.  per  L.lOO  Scots. 


Kirkcudbright 


Bridge  Monet. 

The  bridge  money  is  levied  on  proprietors  according  to  the  old  valued 
rent,  at  the  mAYiinnm  rate  of  4s.  2d.  per  L.lOO  Scots,  which  yields  L.236, 
Ids.  Id.,  and  is  applicable  solely  to  bridges  which  are  not  on  turnpikes. 

Small  repairs  are  executed  by  the  surveyor  without  further  autnority ; 
but,  for  new  bridges,  application  must  firet  be  made  to  the  Trustees,  it 
being  frequently  a  conaition,  that  partaes  so  applying  must  contribute  a 
portion  of  the  cost. 

The  clerk  has  a  salary  from  the  fund  of  .        L.IO    0    0 

The  surveyor,    .  .  .  .  •  8  16    6 

The  two  sub-surveyors,  .  .  21    3    6 

BUIOHS. 

Kircudbright. — One  of  the  turnpike  roads  goes  nearly  through  the 
burgh  (3840  yardsX  and  is  upheld  by  the  Turnpike  Trustees  to  the  extent 
of  about  1166  yards,  whilst  about  1000  yards  are  maintained  out  of  the 
statute  labour  funds  of  the  parish.  The  other  roads  and  streets  are  main- 
tained out  of  the  burgh  revenues. 

Njtw  CrdUoway. — ^Half  a  mile  of  street  or  thereby  is  maintained  by  the 
Turnpike  Trustees ;  the  rest  of  the  streets  and  roads  are  upheld  by  the 
statute  labour  funds.         ' 

MaxweUtoum, — ^The  burgh  of  Maxwelltown,  in  the  stewartry  of  Kirk- 
cudbright, which,  under  the  Reform  Act,  was  united  with  the  town  of 
Dumfries,  in  the  neighbouring  county,  has  a  sepiurate  municipal  govern- 
ment, and,  under  the  Valuation  Act,  is  included  in  the  Valuation  Rol)  of 
the  stewartry  of  Kirkcudfarijght. 

In  1857-58  the  expenditure  on  paving  the  streets  upheLd  by  the 

burgh  pohce  rates,  extending  to  1  mile  1  furlong  25  yards, 

f         was   ......        L.22    1    4 

And  in  1858-59,  .  .  .  .  13     8    5 

There  are  also  1  mile  50  yards  of  turnpike  roads  within  the  burgh, 
costing  annually  about  L.30,  and  about  2  miles  ol  statute  labour  roads, 
costing  about  L.15. 


From  the  foregoing  statement,  it  appears  that  the  total  an&oal  oOit  ) 

of  the  turnpike  roads  in  the  stewartry  is  about         L.2700    0    0 
The  statute  labour  roads,  about       .  .  .        1580    0    0 

The  bridge  money,   .....  236    0    0 

Total,  L.4516    0    0   " 

The  debt  eonsifltis  of-- 

Turnpike  debt,  secured  on  assignation  to  tolls 
onty,  ...  .  .  .        L.5651  19    1 

Funds  on  hand,  .  3338    9    5 

L.2318    9    8 
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XX.  COUNTY  OF  LANAKK.  County 

of 

There  are  about  1,332  miles  of  road  in  the  county  of  Lanark,  m^ 
416  ffiileB  of  turnpikes,  and  916  milea  of  statute  labour  roads. 

TussnpiKX  RoAD^  and  Bridoes. 

As  the  Turnpike  Trusts  are,  for  the  most  part,  constituted  under 
separate  Acts,  and  with  separate  Trustees,  it  win  be  necessary  to  notice 
tbem  in  detail. 

1.  The  Bathgate  and  Airdrie  Turnpike 

paes  through  the  counties  of  Lanark  and  Linlithgow.  Its  total  length 
u  about  30  miles,  15  in  either  county.  (According  to  another  statement, 
the  Lsnaikshire  portion  is  14  miles  4  furlongs!)  (Vide  Linlithgow, 
No,  1,  voder  which  the  particnlars  of  the  road  ivnH  be  more  fuUy  stated.) 

2.  The  Biggar  and  LeadhiUe  Turrtpike 

extends  to  35  nUes,  with  eix  tolls.    The  Trust  is  constituted  under  an    . 
^  passed  in  1834. 

1856-57.  1867-58. 

ReFenne,     ....    L.544    0    0       L.628  10    0 
In  1847  it  was  L.860,  but  has  fallen 
off  since  the  Caledonian  Railway 
was  opened. 
The  expense  of  maintenance,  includ- 
ingsurveyor's salary,  was  .    L.338    0  10        L.349  12    0 

The  Buryeyor  has  L.35,  and  the  derk  and  treasicrer  L.S5. 
The  deibb  consistB  of — 
Old  subscription  debt,  on  which  no  interest  has  been  paid  since 

1796, L.1,405  19    0 

Amount  borrowed  on  personal  security  of  the 
TrosteoB,      .....    L.3,550    4    0 

L.4,956    3    0 


In  the  event  of  the  funds  proving  deficient,  the  Trustees  have  ^wer, 
noder  the  Act,  to  impose  an  assessment  on  lands  and  heritages  m  tiie 
pyUies  timragh  which  the  road  passes.  This  pow^  has  not  been  exer- 
dflfld,  as  the  revenue  has  always  been  sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  and 
^eep  the  road  in  repair. 

.     8«  The  Camhuslang  and  Muirkirk  Turnpike. 

ThiaJCnifit  j&jfionstituted  under  an  Act  passed  in  1842.  The  road  ex- 
tends to  about  55  miles,  whereof  about  8^  are  within  the  Fttrliaaieiitairy 
boQndaziea  of  Glasgow.    There  are  twelve  tolla  in  all. 

1856-57.  1867-66. 

Betenie,                                   .    L.8,056    6    8  L.8,112    0    0 
The  expenditure  on  maintenance 

and  surveyor's  salary  was      .        5,687  14    3  6,002    5  11 

"Tbe  Burveyur  liSis  L  150,  the  clerk  and  treasurer  L.lOO  each. 

The  average  revenue  for  five  years  has  been  L.8,202,  about  three- 
lbs  d  it  being  levied  within  the  Parliamentary  bounds  of  Glasgow. 
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Coonty  The  debt  at  Whitsunday  1858  consisted  of— 

of  Amount  of  original  debt,  principally  subscriptions  for  making  the 

road,  .....      Li.8,991  15  1 

Accumulated  interest  thereon,  at  5  per  cent.,        51,807  16  5 

L.60,299  11  6 

But  there  was  in  bank,  .    28,964    4  0 

L.86,886    7  6 


The  interest  due  on  the  original  subscriptions  has  been,  on  three  sepa- 
rate occasions,  accumulated  with  the  capital,  viz.,  in  1797,  1813,  and 
1853,  at  which  last  date  the  total  amoimt  was  L.69,208,  2s.  8d. ;  and  for 
this  sum  a  decreet  of  the  Court  of  Session  was  procured  in  favour  of  such 
creditors  as  shoidd  prove  their  titles.  Since  tinat  date  the  debt  has  been 
reduced  to  its  present  amount ;  but  titles  have  not  yet  been  produced  by 
many  of  the  creditors,  and  the  large  sum  stated  to  be  in  bank  is  kept 
there  at  a  low  rate  of  interest  (at  present  2  per  cent.),  whilst  interest  at 
5  per  cent,  is  accumulating  on  the  debt.  The  Trustees,  however,  hold 
the  creditors,  who  have  delayed  to  prove  their  titles,  entitled  only  to 
bank  interest  from  the  date  of  the  decreet.  The  amount  of  debt  in  this 
potttion  appears  to  be  L.14,144,  7s.  4d. ;  but  there  seems  to  be  no  reason 
why  interest  should  not  be  annually  paid  to  such  creditors  as  have  proved 
their  titles. 

The  existing  Act  expires  in  1863. 

4.  The  Carluke  Turnpike. 

This  Trust  is  constituted  under  the  same  Act  as  the  Biggar  and  Lead- 
lulls  Road  (No.  2).  The  road  is  23  miles  4  furlongs  in  length,  with  five 
tolls. 

1856-57.  1857-58. 

Revenue,         .  .  L.821  16    8        L.961    2  10 

£xpeDse  of  maintenance   and   sur- 
veyor's salary,     .  .  .        536  13    2  856  12    7 

The  surveyor  has  L.35,  the  clerk  L.IO,  and.  the  treasurer  L.10. 

The  debt  at  Whiiflunday  1858  consisted  of — 
Preferable  debt,  secured  on  tolls  only,    .  .    L.811    2    2 

Due  to  bank  on  current  account,  .  .        116    0    7 

Subscription  debt,  with  accumulated  interest 
thereon,  .....     8,724  17    3 


L.9,152    0    0 

5.  The  CorsethiU  Tumpikey 

under  the  same  Act  as  the  former,  extends  to  40  miles  4  furlongs,  with 
five  tolls. 

1856-57.  1857-58. 

Revenue,  .  .  .    L.790  10    0        L.784  14    0 

Expense  of  maintenance  and  sut- 
v^or't  saJary:,  .  .        796    9    6  784    4  U 

The  sorvevor  has  L«70,  the  clerk  L.10,  and  the  tressnrer  L.20l  ' 
The  excess  of  expenditure  in  these  years  was  met  by  a  balance  in  the 
treasurer's  hands,  of  which  there  still  remains  above  L.400. 
The  debt  at  Whitsunday  1858  consisted  of— 
Original  subscriptions,  •  .  .    L.3,222    0    0 

Accumulated  interest  thereon,  ...     •    7)^49    0    Q^ 


L.10,471     0    0 
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6.  Cross  ford  Bridge 

Couttty 
oomprehenaB  the  bridge  and  about  600  yards  of  approaches,  and  was  of  - 

ended  radet  an  Act  passed  in  1834.    The  funds  were  raised  partly  by      Lanark. 

nbacription  and  partly  by  loan. 

Hie  snbeciiptions  amounted  to  .    L.850    0    0 

The  borrowed  money  to  .  .  .     1,800    0    0 

Bat  the  latter  som  has  been  entirely  paid  off ;  so  that  there  now  only 
lanains  the  subscription  debt,  on  wmch  interen^  is  regularly  paid  at 
5  per  cent. 

jhe  opening  of  the  Lesmahagow  Bailway  has  caused  a  great  fall  in  the 
rereane,  whidi  was — 

In  1866-57, L.800    0    0 

„  1857-68  only  .  .  .  .        161    0    0 

Whereas  for  the  present  year  the  pontage  is  let  for  only    108    0    0 

The  annual  repairs  average  about  L.80.    There  is  no  surveyor,  and 
the  deA  and  treasurer  have  L.10. 

7.  Dahnamock  Bridge, 

The  debt  on  this  bridge  beinff  now  paid  off,  and  the  pontace  reDU)ved, 
it  ii  maintained  as  put  of  the  Gambushmg  and  luiirkuS:  Turnpike 


(So.a)« 

8.  Garion  Bridge 

HB  huilt,  under  an  Act  paased  in  1811,  by  siribacriptions  amounting 

to L.2,307  12    0 

Aqd  hy  loans  on  the  secuiity  of  the  pontage,  amounting  to  8,000    0    0 

L.5,807  12    0    ^ 


1856-57.  1867-58. 

Theievenue  of  the  pontage  was      L.146    0    0       L.210    0    0 

The  annual  expenditure  on  repairs  and  incidents  is  about  L.15,  in- 
chMfing  L.6,  6e.  to  the  clerk. 

The  preftfaMe  debt  now  stands  at  .    L.1,750    0    0 

"Hie  subscription  debt  (on  which  no  interest  has 
heen  pdd  or  calculated)  at        .  .  .      2,307  12    0 

L.4,057  12  0 
9.  77ie  Gamgad  Turnpike. 
This  Trust  is  constituted  under  two  Acts  passed  in  1840  and  1858. 
^^'iSuikUj  thfi  fiXtfiBt.of  the  road  was  2  miles  4  furlongs  170  yards ;  but 
of  uis,  1,143  yards  run  abng  the  Parliamentary  boundary  of  Glaseow, 
and,  by  an  arrangement,  is  now  maintained  by  the  City  Statute  Labour 
Iw.    There  Is  one  toU. 

1856-57.  1857-5a 

Berenue,  .  .  .    L.261    0    0       L.d75    0    0 

It  is  gradually  increasing* 
The  expense  of  maintenance  and 
MiYeyor'b  salary  wa»  .    L.185  17    3        L.20a  18    6 

In  fitttu^,  one-foWli  of  Iftfee  nett  produce  of  this  toll  is  to  be  paid  to 
the  (MtT  Statute  Labour  Trustees,  under  the  arrangement  with  them 
above  aUuded  to. 
The  debt,  at  Whitsunday  1858,  consisted  of-— 
Sitbseriplions,  with  interest  at  5  per  cent.       .    L.8,089  16    1 
Loans,  wHh  mterest  at  do.  .        2,706  IS    2 

'     L.10,746  14    3 
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CoDDty  2^0  interest  has  ever  been  paid  on  the  BabMmptions ;  and  it  lus  been 

T^wfrV       regularly  wdd  only  on  a  very  small  portion  of  the  loans  (L.300),  tor 
which  the  Trastees  are  personally  liable. 

10.  The  OarscMbe  Tumpihe 
is  Isolated  under  an  Act  passed  in  1830. 

M.    F.     T. 
Within  Parliamentary  bounds  of  Glasgow,  3    0    106 

Without  these  bowida,  .    2    3    206 

Total  length  of  road,  .  .    6    4      92 

1866-67.  1867-68. 

There  is  only  one  toll,  and 

the  revenue  was,  .    L.1,220    0    0        L.1,306    0    0 

The  expense  of  maintenance 

and  surveyor's  salary  was,         641    0    4  662  13    6 

Besides  an  annual  payment  of  L.106  to  the  City  Statute  Labour  Trostf 
towards  maintenance  of  that  part  of  the  road  within  the  Parliamentary 
boundary. 

The  debt  consists  of  a  bond  for  L.1,000,  secured  by  the  personal  oiUi- 
gation  of  the  IVnstees.  There  is  a  sum  of  L.767  in  bank,  reserved  for 
an  improvement  on  the  bridge  over  the  Kelvin. 

The  debt  has  been  reduced  from  L.  12,000  in  1843,  and  will  probably 
soon  be  paid  off. 

11.  The  Glasgow^  Kirkintilloch^  and  Baldemock  Turnpike 

M.     F.     T. 

extends  in  Lanarkshire  to  .  .     10    2      6 

„        Stirlingshire  to  .  .  .60  196 

„        Dumbcurtonshire  to  .      2    4    60 


18    7    40 

The  tolls  are  let  in  three  separate  parcels,  there  being  in  tiiis  way  llnee 
main  bars  and  checks. 

The  revenue  fluctuates  with  the  state  of  trade  ;  it  was — 

In  1866-57, L.4,940    0    0 

„  1867-68,     .....        6,620    0    0 
„  1868-69, 6,286    0    0 

A  great  part  of  it  is  derived  from  the  stone  quarries  at  Bishopsbridge. 

The  expense  of  maintenance  and  snrveyar's  salary  wan 

In  1856-67, L.3,167    6  11 

„  1857-68, 3,358  10    8 

The  surveyor  has  L.160,  the  derk  L.76,  and  the  treasurer  L.76. 

The  debt  at  Whitsunday  1868  consisted  of— 
Bonded  debt  on  security  of  the  tolls,  witii  the  personal  obligation  of 

seme-of  the  Trustees,  .  .  .    L.8,600    0    0 

Floating  debt,  about    .  .  .  5,000    0    0 

'  Ttas  latter  debt  has  been  incurred  in  making  a  new  road  in  1857, 
which  has  already  cost  L.7,600 ;  but  as  Ihere  is  always  an  annual  sur- 
plus, it  is  expected  to  be  extinguished  in  a  few  years.  Further  improve- 
ments, however,  are  contemplated. 

The  road  passes  for  2  miles  1  furlong  100  yards  throiigh  a  detached 
portion  of  tne  ancient  royalty  of  Gkugow,  beyond  the  Parliameirtary 
boundary.  The  portion  of  road  between  this  and  the  Parliamentary  boun- 
dary has  been  causewayed,  the  Road  Trustees-  contributing  L.600,  and 
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th«  Edmbiiiffb  and  Glasgow  Bailway  L.2,500 ;  and  it  is,  in  future,  to  be      County 
kept  up  by  tlue  City  Statute  Labour  Trust.  t   **^  ir 

The  road  was  formerly  managed  under  three  separate  Trusts,  which      !*»•'«. 
were  consolidated  in  1855..    The  result  has  been  very  beneficial,  and  not 
attended  with  any  loss  of  rerenue ;  although  payment  at  one  toll  now 
dean  the  others,  which  it  did  not  formerly. 

12;  The  Glasgow  and  ShoHs  Turnpike, 

Tin  Trust  is  constituted  under  an  Act  passed  in  1847  (10  and  11 
Vict.,  cap.  61). 

Tha«  are  in  Lanarkshire  about  58    miks  of  road. 

And  in  Lfnlit&gowfshire,  about  9^  „ 

Making  in  all,         .  67$  miles. 

The  main  line  forms  part  of  the  great  road  from  Edinburgh  to  Glas- 
gow by  Whitburn,  and  has  three  separate  forks  entering  Glasgow,  besides 
a  branch  to  Hamilton  and  Strathaven,  and  several  other  branches. 

Ihere  are  6  tolls,  besides  checks. 

1856-57.  1857-58* 

Revenue,  .  .  L.7,795    0    0  L.7,657    0    0 

Of  this  revenue,  between  L» 5,000  and  L.  6,000  is  raised  at  bars  within 
the  Parliamentary  bounds  of  Glasgow,  and  is  derived  chiefly  from 
cartage  of  coals,  iron,  bricks,  etc. 

The  expense  of  nuuntenance  and  surveyor's  salary  was— 

In  1856-57,  .....        L.6,46a    5    7 

„  1857-58, 6,140  16    8 

The  derk  has  a  salary  of  L.120,  and  the  treasurer  1  per  cent,  on  his 
intromisBions,  which  may  average  L.140. 

The  only  debt  on  the  road  is  a  bond  for  L.120,.  and  at  30th  June  1858 
there  was  due  to  the  treasurer  a  balance  of  Ii.586  11  10 

Bat,  on  the  other  hand,  there  was  at  the  same  date  a 
halADce  in.  bank  amounting  to  2^560  11    0 

ITndef  an  Act  paased  in  1850,  the  Trustees  have  made  a  new  entrance 
into  the  city  of  Glasgow,  through  the  old  village  of  Camlachie,  at  a  cost 
of  L.  18,000.  This  improvement  is  entirely  within  the  municipality. 
They  hate  also  made  a  new  road  and  bridge  near  Holytown,  at  a  cost 
of  about  L.4,00a 

IS.  The  Great  Western  and  St  George's  Turnpike. 

This  Trust  is  oonstitttted  under  two  Acts,  paased  respectirdiy  in  1886 
and  1839. 
The  road  extends  within  the  Parliamentary  boundary     m.  f.  t. 
of  Glasgow  to    .  .  .  .  0    6  18S 

And  withoot  tiiat  boundary  to     .  2    5  104 


In  an,  .  .  8    4    67 


■n 


Hiere  are  2  main  tolls  and  4  check-bars,— one  of  the  tolls,  on  the  St 
Georse's  Road,  being  within  the  Parliamentary  boundary,  and  mudi 
comj^ained  of. 

1856-57.  1857-58.  1858-59. 

Revenue,  •L.1,305  16    8    L.1,900  16    8    L.1,800    0    0 

Expense  of  mainte- 
nance and  sur- 
veyor's salary,        1,270    0    0  930    0    0 

The  surveyor  has  L.35,  the  treasurer  L.30. 

t 
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The  debt  at  Whitsimday  1858  eongisted  of — 
Comity  j)^g  ^  j^y^j  Bd.Ti\i,  on  asaignation  to  the  tolls,    L.3,000    0    0 

Lanark.  Subecaiptioa  debtB  for  mailing  iiie  road,  and  sums 

agreed  to  be  paid  for  land,  with  interest  at  5 
per  cent.,  ....  21,441    0    0 

L.24,441    0    0 

On  the  Becond  item,  interest  was  paid  at  2  per  cent,  for  three  years, 
and  latterly  at  4  per  cent. 

14.  The  Lanark  and  Hamilton^  or  Clydeaide  Turnpike 

is  regulated,  along  with  the  Carluke  aod  Corsethill  Boad  (Nos.  4  and  5), 
and  others,  under  the  Act  of  1834. 
It  extends  to  12  miles,  with  2  tolls,  besides  checks. 

1866-67.  1857-58. 

Revenue,             .            .            .        L.457  10    0  L.475    0    0 
Expense  of  maintenance  and  surveyor's 

salaiy,              .            .            .            866    2    5  316     1    4 

The  surveyor  has  L.25,  the  clerk  L.IO,  and  the  treasurer  L.IO. 

The  debt  at  Whitsunday  1858  consisted  of — 
Original  subscriptions  for  making  the  road,  secured 

on  the  tolls  only,  ....        L.2,925    0    0 
Balance  of  interest  upaid  on  titiis  debt  during  the 

period  from  1822  to  1865,  .  .  4,426    5    0 


L.7,351     5    0 


From  1822  to  1855  the  surplus  revenue  was  applied  towards  extin- 
guisliing  a  preferable  debt.  Since  the  latter  date  interest  has  been 
regularly  paid  at  5  per  cent. 

The  revenue  is  expected  to  be  suflBcient  for  payment  of  interest,  but 
not  for  satisfying  arrears. 

15.  The  East  and  West  Lanarkshire  Turnpike. 

Tliis  Trust  is  constituted  under  an  Act  passed  in  1849.  The  road  is 
27  miles  in  length,  extending  from  the  confines  of  Linlithgowshire  on 
the  cast,  to  the  confines  of  Ayrshire  on  the  west. 

There  are  6  tolls,  besides  check-bars. 

1866-67.  1867-58. 

Revenue,  .  .  .        L.960  10    8        L.1,011    4    8 

Maintenance  and  surveyor's  salaiy,      709    0    0  692    4    8 

There  are  two  surveyors,  with  salaries  of  L.27  and  L.20.  The  trea- 
surer has  L.25,  and  the  clerk  L.20. 

The  debt  at  Whitsunday  1858  consisted  of — 
Preferable  debt,  due  to  the  local  Trustees,       .     L.2,100    0    0 
Do.,         due  to  Glasgow  and  Shotts  Trust,     500    0    0 
Two-thirds  of  original  cost  of  road,  advanced  by 

the  Government,  ....  9,451  10    0 

Subscription  debt,  on  which  no  interest  has  ever 
been  paid  or  calculated,  .  .  6,301  17    0 

Total  debt,  .  .  L.18,353    7    0 

^BSSmSSSSSaSBSmSSSam- 

For  many  years  no  interest  had  been  paid  to  Government,  but  in  1849 
an  accumulation  of  L.  6,267,  14s,  3.d.  was  remitted,  and  since  then  they 
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hare  received  annnallj  two-thirds  of  the  free  rarplus  fands.    To  June       County 

1858  the  sum  remitted  was  L.2,302,  58.  lOd.  ,   o^ . 

'  Lanark. 

16.  The  North  and  South  Lanarkshire  Turnpike 

is  rogukted  \j  two  Aoto  passed  in  1820  and  1829  respectivelj.    It  ei:- 
tends  to  49  miles,  whereof  4A  are  in  Lanarkshire,  and  5  in  Dumbaitoiiahire. 
Therenre?  tolls,  besides  checks. 

1866-57.  1857-58. 

Rovenue,       .  .  .        L.2,934    4    0        L.2,922  10    6 

Expense  of  maiatteoMM^e  and  sur- 
veyor's salwy,        .  1,402    8    9  1,706    0    4 

The  surveyor  has  L.98,  tiie  clerk  L.50,  and  the  treasurer  L.50. 
The  road  was  constructed  in  1819-20,  at  a  time  of  distress  in  the 
ooanty ;  and  two-thirds  of  the  expense  was  contributed  by  Government, 
the  other  third  being  raised  by  private  subscriptions. 

The  debt  now  due  to  the  Government  and  the  other  creditors  (exclusive 
of  interefst)  amounts  to  .  .  .        L.48,594  19    3 

Other  sums  were  borrowed  under  the  Act 
of  1829,  but  these  are  all  paid  off.  In 
prder  to  do  this,  no  interest  was  paid  on 
the  existing  debt  till  1852-53,  when  Go- 
vernment received  .  L.969  3  10 
And  other  creditors,  484  11  11 

L.1,453  15    9 

Since  that  date  interest  has  been  paid  equi- 

Talent  to  very  nearly  2^  per  cent,  per 

annum. 

The  arrear  of  interest  at  5  per  cent.,  deducting 

the  abov£  payments,  is  stated  at  L.85,437  19    4 


L.84,032  18    7 


It  is  expaeted  that  the  sevcnue  will  continue  to  yield  at  least  the  same 
nte  of  interest  in  future. 

17.  The  Port'Dundas  and  CratghaU  Turnpike 

is  regulated  by  a  special  Act  passed  in  1835.    It  extends  to  about  2,290 
wk,  and  is  whoUy  within  the  Parliamentary  boundary  of  Glasgow. 
There  is  one  toU,  wMch  is  let  annually  for  about  L.  1,000. 
The  expenditure  for  maintenance  and  surveyor's  ssdary  was — 

In  1856-57, L.787  16    3 

„  1857-58,         598  12    8 

The  surveyor  has  L.IO,  10b.,  and  the  treasurer  L.d5. 
The  debt  at  Whitsunday  1858  consisted  of-- 
Amount  secured  on  assignation  to  tolls,       .        L.4,460    0    0 
Due,  partly  to  Royal  Bcmk  and  partly  to  Canal 
Company,  ....  2,652  15    3 

L.7,112  15    3 


Interest  has  hitherto  been  paid  on  the  first  c^  these  amounts,  and  the 
revenue  is  sufficient  for  paying  interest  on  the  whole  amount  of  debt. 

18.  The  Renfrew  Turnpike 

is  regulate  liy  an  Act  passed  in  1839.     It  extends  to  5  miles  194 
yank,  aad^  witk  the  exception  of  about  200  yards,  is  all  in  the  county 
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Connty*      of  Lanark.    €  furlongs  202  yards  are  wilhiii  the  ParHamentary  bonndaxj 
-   ®^  of  Glasgow ;  and  of  this,  about  180  yards  were  causewayed  by  the  Tum- 

"""         pike  Trastees,  and  are  now  upheld  by  the  City  Statute  Labour  Trust. 
Thero  is  1  toll  and  3  check-bars. 

1856-57.  1857-58. 

Berenne,        .  .  .       L.1,619    3    4        L.1,445    0    0 

The  expense  of  maintenance  and 
surveyor's  salary,   .  .  1,550    0    0  1,504    0    0 

The  surveyor  has  L.30,  and  the  treasurer  L.40. 
The  debt  at  Whitsunday  1858  consisted  only  of  a  bond  for  L.800, 
secured  on  the  tolls,  which  would  be  paid  off  probably  during  the  past 
year. 

19.  The  Three-MiU  House  Turnpike, 

which  is  regulated  by  an  Act  passed  in  1843,  extends  to  3  miles  142 
yards,  and  is  partly  in  the  county  of  Renfrew,  there  being  in  Lanark 
1  mile  7  furlongs  2  yards,  and  in  Rerifrew  1  mile  1  furlonff  140  yards. 
'Riere  are  6  furlongs  202  yards  within  the  Parliamentary  boundary  ol 
Glasgow,  common  to  this  and  the  Renfrew  Road  (No.  18) ;  and  the  ex- 
pense of  maintaining  this  portion  is  shared  between  them. 
There  is  1  toll  and  2  check-bars. 

1856-67.  1857-58. 

Revenue,       .  .  .       L.1,113    6    8  L.934    8    4 

The  fall  is  owing  to  a  reduction 
in  the  rate  of  toll. 
Maintenance  and  surveyor's  salary,      915    0    0  1,387    0    0 

The  surveyor  has  L.30,  and  the  treasurer  L.40. 
There  is  no  debt,  but  a  balance  in  bank  at  Whitsunday  1858  of  L.  1,620. 

20.  The  Wilaontovm  and  Lanark  Turnpike 

is  under  a  special  Act  passed  in  1840,  and  extends  to  10^  mileB,  with 

three  tolls,  besides  checks. 

1856-57.  1857-58. 

Revenue,  .  .  .        L.  148    0    0        L.  151    0    0 

Maintenance  and  surveyor's  salary,  91  15  10  104  17    2 

The  clerk  and  surveyor  has  a  salary  of  L.20. 
The  revenue  has  been  much  reduced  since  the  opening  of  a  branch  rail- 
way to  Lanark. 

The  debt  consists  of — 

Bonded  debt  paid  up  by  the  Trustees,  who  were 
personally  Uable,  and  for  which  they  are  now 
creditors  on  the  tolls,       .  .  .        L.3,260    0    0 

These  Trustees  had  sometimes  to  advance  inte- 
rest to  the  creditors,  and  for  these  advanoes, 
and  interest  due  on  the  debt,  their  claims 
amount  to  at  least  .  .  2,879    0    0 

L.6,129    0    0 

There  were  also  original  snbscriptions,  but  no  account  of  these  has 
been  kept 

21.  The  Yoker  Turnpike 

is  regulated  by  an  Act  passed  in  1845. 

In  the  county  of  Renfrew, 
In  the  county  of  Lanark, 

Total  length,   . 


K. 

0 
9 

F.    T. 

3  180 
1    40 

9 

5      0 

Heportt 

Whereof  1  mile  2  farlongB  140  yarda  is  within  the  ParHamentary  boun*       County 
daiy  of  Glafigow.  ,  ^ 

1866-57.  1857-68.  i-^narit. 

Revenue,       .  .  .        L.3,590    0    0        L.4,607    0    0 

Maintenance  and  surveyor'g  salary,   2,622    0    0  2,366    0    0 

The  surveyor  has  L.75,  and  the  treasurer  L.60. 
The  debt  has  now  (since  Whitsunday  1868)  been  paid  off,  and  there  is 
a  balance  in  hand  of  about  L. 4,000,  a  considerable  portion  of  which  is  to 
be  expended  on  improvements. 

22.  The  Glasgow  and  Carlisle  Turnpike^ 

oat  of  a  total  length  of  70i  miles,  has  82  nulcs  in  the  county  of  Lanark. 
(The  details  will  be  found  under  Dumfriesshire  Roads,  No.  V.) 

23.  The  Evan  Water  Turnpike^ 

nhich  forms  an  intermediate  link  between  two  portions  of  the  Glasgow 
and  Carlisle  Road,  exten<k  to  13|  miles,  of  which  7  miles  are  in  Lanark- 
shire.   (See  Dumfries  Roads,  No.  VI.) 

24.  The  Cumbernauld  Turnpike 

extends  from  the  city  of  Glasgow  to  Dennyloanhead,  20  miles,  whereof 
10  are  in  the  county  of  Lanark.     (See  Dumbartonshire  Roads,  No.  I.) 

26.  '' The  Parliamentary  Road," 

in  the  dty  of  Glasgow,  is  about  a  mile  in  length*  The  Corporation  are 
the  Trustees.  There  is  a  toll  upon  it,  which  is  not  let.  The  revenue 
last  year  amounted  to  L.46d,  16s.  6d.  It  has  been  as  high  as  L.  1,300, 
but  has  fallen  off  in  consequence  of  new  channels  of  communication 
having  been  opened. 

The  debt  is  limited  by  the  Act  to  L.6,000,  but  the  Corporation  have 
expended  al)out  L.24,000  in  purchase  of  the  land  and  construction  of 
the  road. 

The  toll  ifl  much  complained  of,  although  it  is  only  Id.  instead  of  6d., 
Yiach  is  the  Tnaximiim  allowed  by  the  Act.  The  expense  of  maintenance 
exhausts  nearly  the  whole  revenue. 

26.  Glasgow  Bridges. 

These  are  three  in  number — viz.,  the  Hutohesontown  Bridge,  the  Vic- 
toria Bridge,  and  the  Ghisgow  Bridge — ^which  are  all  now  imited  under 
one  Trust. 

These  bridges  were  built  by  money  borrowed  on  security  of  the  pontages. 

1856.  1867.                 1868, 

Revenue,        .        L.6,879  16  3     L.7,479    8  8     L.7,706  11     6 
Excess  of  revenue 

qyer.expenditure,    3,673  13  4        4,739  16  9        6,128  17    3 

The  ordinary  expenditure  on  repairs,  cleaning,  and  salaries,  is  about 
L.349.  The  secretary  and  treasurer  have  salaries  of  L.60  each.  The 
debt  is  now  reduced  to  about  L. 40,000,  and  is  expected  to  be  extinguished 
in  nx  or  seven  years.     L.2,228^  120.  .3d*  was  pajd  as  interest  last  year. 

The  pontages  are  not  let,  but  are  collected  for  the  Trustees,  three  col- 
lectoiB  and  one  superintendent  being  emplpyed* 

The  whole  traffic  to  and  from  the  harbour  is  exempted  from  payment 
of  these  pontages,  the  Clyde  Trustees  having  secured  this  exemption  by  a 
contribution  ol  L.6,000  towards  the  erection  oC  GbLsgow  Bridge,  which 
cost  natfly  L.40,000. 
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County  The  value  of  the  exemption  ihus  purchased  ia  eBtimated  at  L.2)200 

of  a-year. 

Laoark. 

27.  The  New  Suspension  Bridge, 

•     for  foot  paisaigers,  under  a  separate  Act  of  Parbament,  is  vested  in  the 
Corporation  of  Glafigow  as  Trustees. 

The  income  from  pontages  in  1858  was  .         L.738  13    3 

Deduct  collectors'  wages,         .  .  .  13^  12    0 

Nett  income,   .....        L.606    1    3 
Interest  on  debt,  paid,  .  .  .  275  12  11 

L.8S0    8    4 
Maintenance  and  repairs,  eto»,  .  97  14    8 

Excess  of  revenue  over  expenditure,   .  .        L.242  13    8 

The  debt,  as  at  81  st  August  1858,  had  been  reduced  to  L.5,852, 138.  Id., 
ftfid  is  expected  to  be  entirely  extinguished  in  the  course  of  a  few  yeais. 

28.  The  South  Portland  Street  Suspension  Bridge, 
for  foot  paaseageis,  was  built  under  a  special  Act  in  1852-58. 

The  pontage  revenue  averages  L.2  per  diem,  at  a  halfpenny  per  head. 
The  toll  is  collected  for  the  Trustees  by  two  collectors,  at  18s.  and  10s. 
per  week.    The  clerk  has  L.IO,  10s.,  and  the  treasurer  L.IO,  lOs. 

The  bridge  was  built  by  money  raised  on  loan.  The  total  amount  of 
debt  is  about  L.9,000,  for  which  the  Trustees  are  personally  responable 
to  the  bank,  and  are  now  paying  interest  at  5^  per  cent. 

The  revenue  scarcely  suffices  for  repairs  and  payment  of  interest.  The 
debt  is  rather  increasing.  By  the  Act,  the  pontage  is  to  be  removed 
when  the  debt  is  extinguished ;  but  there  is  no  prospect  of  this,  or  even 
of  its  being  reduced  in  amount. 

29.  The  Kelvin  Bridge 

was  built  under  an  Act  passed  in  1852.    The  funds  (L.8,500)  were  bor- 
rowed from  the  Union  Bank  on  the  security  of  the  pontage  and  rates. 
The  revenue  consists  of  the  pontage,  which,  on  an  average  of  three 

years,  yields  about  .  .  .  .        L.180    0    0 

And  also  of  a  rate  of  808.  per  aci^  levied  on  the  HiH'^ 
head  lands,  yielding  a  neit  revenue  of    .  .  170    0    0 

- 

L.800    0    0 

The  approaches  to  the  bridge  are  kept  up  by  the  Trust,  and  last  year 
cost  ......        L.29  10    8 

There  is  also  a  ground-annual  payable,  amounting  to  14  11    3 

The  treasurer  has  L.IO,  and  the  clerk's  account  averages  about  L.15,  10b. 

The  outlay  altogether  is  about  L.80  annually. 

The  debt  has  been  rather  increasing,  as  the  revenue  has  not  been  suffi- 
cient to  keep  down  interest.    The  debt  now  amounts  to  L.3,670. 

An  expensive  litigation  has  been  carried  on  with  a  party  who  disputes 
his  liabiuty  for  the  land  rate,  and  has  now  appealed  to  the  House  of  liids. 

Pending  the  result  of  this  litigation,  a  hi^  rate  of  interest  is  charged 
by  the  bank. 

Some  of  the  acooimts  connected  with  obtaining  the  Act  of  Parliament 
are  also  still  unpaid. 


Report. 
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90.  The  Renfrewshire  Tumpikee^ 

extendiiig  in  all  to  167  miles  7  f urlonflB  75  yards,  hare  6  miles  2  furlongs 
137  yards  witliin  the  coonty  of  Lanark.    (See  B/sairew^  No.  I.) 

Statute  Labour  Roads. 

The  statate  laboiir  roads  in  Lau&rkslore  extend  to  aboat  916  miles. 
They  are  managed  under  a  local  Act, passed  in  1807.  The  county  is 
divided  into  three  wards  or  districts,  viz. : — 

The  Upper  Ward,  comprising  20  parishes,  with  376  miles  of  road. 

TTie  Middle      „  „  14      „  462* 


And  the  Lower  Ward, 


11 


»1 


87| 


40 


916  miles  of  road. 


The  Lower  Ward  embraces  all  the  parishes  beyond  the  Parliamentary 
boundary  of  Glasgow. 

Ihe  CkmninonerB  of  Supply  form  the  managifig  body  in  each  parish. 
The  funds  are  coUeeied  and  expended  separately  in  each,  tmder  the  charge 
of  a  sqxirate  clerk  and  surveyor. 

The  county  is  divided  into  ploughgates,  and  each  ploughgate  contri- 
butes the  commutation  of  6  days'  labour  of  2  men,  2  horses,  and  2 
carts.  Each  non-agricultural  horse,  3  days*  labour  of  1  horse,  1  cart, 
and  1  man ;  and  each  householder,  2  days'  labour  of  a  man.  The  Act 
requires  the  rate  of  labour  to  be  annually  valued,  and  it  varies  consider- 
ably in  difForent  parishes.  There  is  no  rate  on  houses,  nor  on  mineral 
works,  nor  on  manufactories. 

The  total  amount  of  the  statute  labour  assessment  in  the  county, 
according  to  returns  prepared  by  a  committee  in  1857,  was  as  follows : — 


Upper  Ward, 

Middle  Ward,.,.. 
Lower  Ward, 


Land. 


£  8.  d. 
1,994  6  1 
2,846  15    6 

908    7    7 


5,749    8    2 


Horses. 


£  8.  d. 
263  7  11 
729  12  3 
168   2    6 


1,161    2    8 


HonBe- 
holders. 


£     8.  d. 

18410  0 

1,306    2  0 

154   9  0 


1,646    1   0 


Other 
Income. 


£   8.  d. 

4410  1 
115  9  3 
86510    0 


1,025   9    4 


TetaL 

£        8. 

2,486  18 
4,997  19 
2,096    9 

d. 

1 
8 

1 

5 

9,681    1 

The  sum  of  L.865,  lOs.,  entered  as  *^ other  income*^  in  the  Lower 
Ward,  is  an  annual  payment  from  the  City  of  Glasgow  Statute  Labour 
Tmstees  to  the  Barony  and  Govan  Parishes,  as  compensation  for  loss  of 
revenue  sustained  by  these  parishes  from  the  extension  of  the  municipal 
boundaries. 

-  1^  iotel*  expense  of  maintenance  and  management  of  the  staftute 
labour  roads  in  the  county  is  stated,  in  the  rbtuSm  before  referred  to,  as 
Mows  ;■*- 


• 

Hainte- 

nanoe  of 

Boads. 

.  Improve- 

metits  on 

Bonds. 

Expenses 

of  Manage- 

raeni 

Interest 

of 

DebL 

Total 
ditiire. 

Upper  Ward, 
Middle  do., 
Lower    do., 

£      8.    d. 
1,752    6    7 
8,680  13    21 
2,095    1    0 

£    8.    d. 
118  16    1 
542  16    71 

36  16    i 

.£     8.    d. 
246  19    0 
629    7    IJ 
256   5   4 

£      8.    4 

238    2    9 
111  12    4 

£     8.  d. 
2,356    4   5 
4,864    9    4| 
2,887    2  11 

7,54819    5} 

697    9    3^ 

1,08814    5( 

849  15    1 

9,62418    3| 

County 

of 
hmmtk. 
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R$pOTt* 


County 

of 
Lanark. 


The  debt  on  the  statute  labour  roads  in  the  ooonty  amounted  in  all,  in 
1857,  to  about  L.8,500.  It  has  arisen  from  adranoes  made  for  improve- 
ments in  several  of  the  parishes.  These  may  be  secured,  under  the  Act, 
on  the  assessments. 

BfUDaE  Monet. 

There  has  been  no  bridge  moKiey  levied  in  Lanarkshire  for  the  last  ten 
years  and  upwards. 

BUROHS. 


CiiT  OF  Glasgow. 

The  following  portions  of  turnpike  roads  are  situated  within  the  Parlia- 
mentarr  boun<&rie6  of  the  city  oi  Glasgow  (according  to  a  statement  fur- 
nished by  Mr  Carrick,  superintendent  of  streets),  viz. : — 

M.     F.     T. 


Cambuslang  and  Muirkirk, 

Gamgad,          .            .            .            .            , 

Glasgow  and  Shotts,     .            .            .            . 

Great  Western  and  St  George^s, 

Port  Dundas  and  Craighall, 

Renfrew,            .            .            .            .            . 

Three  Mile  House,         .            .            .            . 

3 

0 
6 
0 
1 

4  0 

5  43 
2  190 

6  183 
2    20 

6  202 

Yoker,  ...... 

1 

2  140 

Renfrewshire,    .... 

2 

0      8 

Parliamentary  Road, 

GlajBgow,  Edrkintilloch,  and  Baldemock, 

Cumbernauld,    . 

1 

0      0 

2 

0 

0  10 
6    18 

20 

4  154 

With  the  exception  of  these  portions  of  turnpike  roads,  the  streets 
within  the  Parlisonentary  boundaries  of  Glasgow  are  maintained  by  an 
assessment  on  occupiers  and  a  rate  on  horses,  in  lieu  of  the  old  statute 
labour,  under  a  local  Act  passed  fifteen  or  twentv  years  ago.  The  asaesB- 
ment  on  occupiers  applies  to  heritages  of  every  description.  The  amount 
levied  is  8d.  per  £,  being  the  maximum  under  the  Act ;  and  the  rate  on 
horses  is  L.l,  Is.  per  horse.  One  shilling  per  acre  is  levied  on  agricultiural 
land.  The  aBsessment,  on  an  average  of  the  last  three  years,  hsA  yielded 
about  L.  18,000,  and  this  revenue  is  also  augmented  by  about  L.700  per 
annum  of  profit  on  weighing  machines. 

The  revenue  thus  raised  is  sufficient  for  maintenance,  but  not  for  relay- 
ing the  streets  with  permanent  paving. 

The  Act  authorises  money  to  be  borrowed  to  the  amount  of  L.  140,000. 
The  nett  debt  at  present  stands  at  L.42,000,  but  it  will  rapidly  increase, 
until  all  the  main  thoroughfares  are  repaved  \^  after  which,  it  is  expected, 
the  saving  in  the  cost  of  maintenance  will  be  sufficient  to  meet  {he  inte* 
rest,  and  pay  off  the  debt  in  about  thirty  years. 

The  surveyor  estimates  that  if  the  twenty  miles  of  turnpike  roads 
within  the  Parliamentary  boundary  were  to  be  maintained  by  assessing 
on  lands  and  heritages  within  that  boundary,  a  rate  would  be  requu^ 
of  .  .  .  .  .  1  Jd.  per  £. 

The  rate  on  horses  he  reckons  equal  to  .  .  |d.    „ 

And  the  present  assessment  on  lands  and  heritages  is    3d.      „ 


Carried  forward. 


6d.  per  £. 


Mepofi* 
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Bioofiiiit  forwaicL,  .... 

The  root  pftTementB  are  now  maintoiiied  by  the  pro- 
prietor of  froiit  tenementB  of  houses ;  if  these,  after 
bemg  put  into  good  order  by  them,  were  to  be  nudn- 
tatned  by  assessment,  an  additional  rate  would  be 
required  of      . 

The  Cleansing  or  clauting  of  roads  and  streets,  presently 
paid  out  (S  the  police  assessment,  costs 


5d.  per  £. 


Id. 
2d. 


»i 


It 


8d.  per  £. 

This  estimate  is  independent  of  the  cost  of  drainage  of  roads  and  streets* 

New  streets  and  roads  are  made  by  the  proprietors,  and  they  must  pat 
them  in  thorough  repair  before  they  are  taken  over  by  the  City  Statute 
Labour  Trustees. 

Airdrie. — About  3^  miles  of  road  within  the  Parliamentary  boundaries 
are  upheld  by  the  Turnpike  Trustees ;  and  there  are  four  tolls  within 
these  boundaries. 

The  rest  of  the  roads  and  streets  are  maintained  out  of  the  statute 
labour  assessment— 8s.  4d.  being  levied  on  each  householder,  and  158.  on 
each  horse.  On  an  average,  about  L.250  is  annually  expended  on  statute 
labour  roads. 

Hamilton, — ^The  Turnpike  Road  Trustees  uphold  4  miles  2  furlongs  6 
poles  of  streets  and  roads  within  the  burgh.  5  furlongs  13  poles  are 
maintained  from  the  parish  statute  labour  funds,  and  the  remainder  from 
the  burgh  statute  labour  funds  and  the  common  good.  About  L.130  ia 
annually  expended  on  the  statute  labour  roads. 

Lanark, — There  are  about  1  i  miles  of  turnpike  roads  within  the  burgh 
of  Lanark,  which  are  upheld  by  the  Trustees.  The  rest  of  the  streets 
and  roads  within  the  Parliamentary  boundaries  are  maintained  partly  by 
statute  labour  assessment,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  3d.  per  £  on  occupiers, 
and  partly  from  the  corporation  funds. 

RuihergUn . — About  2^  miles  of  road  within  the  burgh  boxmdaries  are 
opheld  by  the  Turnpike  Trustees.  The  remaining  roads  and  streets  are 
maintained  bjthe  statute  labour  assessment,  land  being  rated  at  L.3, 12s. 
per  ploughgate  of  60  acres,  non -agricultural  horses  at  128.  each,  and 
oooseholders  at  Is.  each.    There  is  one  toll-bar  within  the  burgh. 


Coanty 

of 
Lauark. 


From  the  foregoing  statement,  and  the  abstracts  in  the  Appendix,  it 
appears  that  the  average  annual  cost  of  the  whole  roads  and  bridges 
within  the  oounty  of  Lanark  is  as  follows : — 

Turnpike  roads,  .  .  •  .    L.28,686  18    2 

Bridges,  .  .  .  737  10    8 

Statute  labour  roads,  .  .  9,258    1    6 

Total  cost,  .    L.88,682  10    4 

Deductr— 
Turnpikes  within  Parliamentary  boundaries  of 

city  of  Glasgow,  .  .    L.8,2d5 

Bridges        do.      .  613 

7,982  10    0 

Cost  of  roads  in  oounty  of  Lanark,  exclusive  of 
those  within  Parliamentary  boundaries  of  Glas- 
gow,   ......    L.80,700    0    4 
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County 

of 
Lanark. 


The  debt  oonsiBtB  of — 

Turnpike  debt. 

Secured  by  personal  obligation  of  some  of 

the  Trustees, 
Do.  on  assignation  to  tolls  only, 
Accumulated  interest, 


Funds  in  hand, 


Statute  lah&ur  road  debt, 


L.18,251  0    0 

284,187  5  11 

107,353  2  11 

—    ■  I 

L.409,741  8  10 

38,716  U    8 

L.376,025  14    2 

8,501  0  11 

L.884,526  15    1 


County 

of 

Linlithgow. 


XXL— COUNTY  OF  UNLITHGOW. 

The  public  roads  in  the  county  of  Linlithgow  extend  to  about  235  miles, 
wherec^  76  miles  1  furlong  are  turnpike,  aiMl  158  milee  5  furlongs  118 
yardS)  statute  labour  roadaw 

TuRNFiKK  Roads. 

The  turnpike  roads  in  the  county  of  Linlithgow  are  under  the  manage- 
ment of  five  separate  trusts. 

1.  The  BathgaU  and  Airdrie  Turnpike 

is  regulated  by  an  Act  passed  in  1831.  It  passes  through  the  countks  of 
Lanark  and  Linlithgow,  and  extends  to  about  30  miles,  or  15  in  each 
county.  The  tolls  on  the  whole  road  are  five  in  number,  three  in  Lanark 
and  two  in  Linlithgow,  besides  check-bars.  The  tolls  are  all  let,  except 
some  of  the  checks,  which  are  collected  by  the  Trustees.  The  total  revenue 
from  them  in  1857-58  was  L.3,616,  2s.  3d.,  with  L.119,  3s.  5d.  of  com- 
positions, making  in  all  L.3,735,  5s.  8d. 

The  expenditure  last  year  on  repairs  and  management  (exclusive  of  a 
sum  of  L.478,  9s.  4d.,  incurred  for  Parliamentary  expenses  in  opposing  the 
Monkland,  Airdrie,  and  Coatbridge  Railway)  amounted  to  L.  1,585,0s.  lOd., 
so  that  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  road  does  not  amount  to  half  the 
revenue. 

The  debt  consista  of  two  classes,  preferable  and  postponed. 

The  preferable  debt,  which  stands  on  the  security  of  the  tolls  only, 
amounted  at  Whitsunday  1858  to       .  .        L.37,258    5    1 

Interest  is  calculated  on  this  at  5  per  cent.,  which,  so 
far  as  still  in  arrear,  amounted  at  the  same  date  to       2,171     1    4 

There  is  also  due  for  land  occupied  by  the  road,  306    5    8 


Total  preferable  debt, 

The  postponed  debt  at  same  date  consisted  of — 
Principal  sum  advanced  by  the 
Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  Rail- 
way Company  under  their  Act,  of  L.  17,500    0    0 
And  by  the  Edinburgh  and  Bath- 
gate Railway  Company,  .        4,500    0    0 


L.39,786  11    8 

ST  -I    ill  II        ~ 


L.22,000    0    0 
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InteroBt  is  not  payable  on  these  sums  to  the  railway  companies  until       County 
after  5  per  cent,  has  been  paid  on  the  preferable  debt.    The  accumulation    Linlitbiroir. 
of  unpaid  arrears  of  interest  thus  due  to  the  railway  companies  amounted, 
at  Whitsunday  1858,  to  L.11,939,  Is.  7|d.    Both  this  sum,  however,  and 
theprindpal upon  which  it  has  arisen,  appear  to  be  of  little  value. 

Toe  road  is  described  as  being  now  chiefly  used  for  local  traffic,  the 
through  traffic  having  been  carried  off  by  the  railway. 

2,  The  Cramand  Bridge^  Queensferry^  and  LinUtkgow  Turnpike 

(which  is  regulated  by  the  Act  11  Geo.  lY.,  cap.  109,  1830)  is  15  miles 
9  chains  in  length,  with  four  toll-bars  and  two  checks ;  and  the  revenue 
hx>m  tolls  and  compositions  amounted  in  1857-58  to  L.679,  2s. 

Besides  the  road,  the  Trustees  have  to  maintain  Oramond  Bridge,  jointly 
with  the  Cramond  Trust,  in  the  adjoining  county  of  Edinburgh. 

The  expenses  of  maintenance  and  management  in  1857-58  was 
L.3d3,  168.  5.1d. 

The  Trustees  have  been  enabled  to  clear  off  a  considerable  amount  of 
d^t  since  the  year  1834,  and  at  Whitsunday  1858  the  bonded  debt 
amoanted  to  L.4,600 ;  or,  dediicting  certain  balances  then  at  the  credit  of 
the  Trustees,  the  nett  debt  at  the  same  date  was  L.4,472,  8s.  4d. 

The  bonds  contain  a  personal  obligation  by  the  Trustees  who  granted 
them,  in  addition  to  the  usual  assignation  to  the  toUs.  Interest  has 
always  been  regularly  paid,  and  no  difficulty  is  found  in  transferring  the 
securities. 

8.  The  Clench  Turnpike 

(wMch  is  regulated  by  an  Act  1  and  2  Vict.,  cap.  78,  1838)  is  22  miles 
4  fvlongs  in  length,  with  fourteen  toll-bars  and  checks,  all  let,  the  toll 
terenue  in  1857-58  being  L.7d2,  48. 

The  revenue  has  diminished  greatly  of  late  years,  and  is  expected  to  be 
still  farther  diminished ;  the  opening  of  branch  railways  in  the  district 
being  assigiied  as  in  a- great  measure  the  cause  of  the  reduction. 

The  expense  of  maintenance,  including  surveyor's  salary,  amounted  in 
1857-58  to  L.656,  4s.  8d.  The  present  revenue  is  quite  sufficient  for 
keeping  the  road  in  good  repair. 

There  is  no  debt  affecting  the  Trust,  and  at  TThitsmiday  1858  there  was  a 
balance  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  amounting  to    L.1,121  15  10 

An  arrear  of  toll  rent,  .  .  *  .  86  15    0 

And  a  farther  sum,  at  the  credit  of  the  Trustees,  of  600    0    0 

L.1,808  10  10 

— ' 


Certain  improvements  on  the  road  are  contemplated,  with  a  view  to 
which  it  has  been  thought  better  to  accumulate  a  surplus  fund  rather 
than  to  reduce  the  tolls. 

4.  The  Ltnlithffow  Turnpike 

(under  an  Act  passed  in  1831)  is  about  14  miles  in  length,  with  two  tolls 
and  one  check-bar,  which  are  almost  always  let, — the  revenue  for  1857-58 
having  hea^  L.519,  7s.  8d.  It  has  been  pretty  stationary  for  the  last 
eight  <»r  ten  years. 

The  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  Railway  has  materially  injured  the 
revenue,  but  the  cost  of  repair  has  also  considerably  decreased.  During 
the  year  1857*58  it  amounted,  including  clerk  and  surveyor's  salaries, 
to  L^12,  4s. 

Between  1840  and  1858,  debt  to  the  amount  of  L.1,775,  17b.  6d.  haa 
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County       been  paid  off;  and  at  Whitennday  1858  the  remidning  debt  amotinted 

, .  ,.^f  to L.2,077    9    9 

Linhthgow.       j^^^  ^  balance  in  bank  of         .  82  13    8 

Left,  as  nett  debt,         .  .        L.1,994  16    1 

The  bonded  debt  is  held  by  two  creditors,  the  holder  of  the  first  bond 
having  simply  an  assignation  to  the  tolls ;  but  the  second  bond  contains 
the  personal  obligation  of  the  acting  Trustees. 

1^  difficulty  is  felt  in  transferring  bonds  so  secured  at  the  market  rate 
of  interest ;  but  it  would  be  othoinse,  without  the  personal  obligation 
hj  the  Trustees. 

5.  The  Glasgow  and  Skotis  Turnpike, 
extending  to  67}  miles,  has  9)  miles  in  Linlithgowshire. 

(See  Lanark,  No.  12.) 


Statute  Laboub  Boads. 

The  statute  labour  roads  in  the  county  of  Linlithgow  extend  to  nearly 
160  miles,  and  their  cost,  on  an  average  of  the  last  three  years,  has  been 
about  L.  1,200,  the  cost  per  mile  varying  in  different  parishes  from  L.5  to 
L.11)  15s.  per  mile. 

The  assessment,  which  is  levied  and  applied  parodiiaUy,  is  principally 
raised  on  ploughgates,  all  the  parishes  adopting  this  system,  with  the 
exception  of  Whitburn,  where  a  rate  on  hones  is  levied.' 

The  rates  per  ploughgate  vary  in  different  pari^es  from  L.1,  16b.  to 
L.2,  2b. 

The  roads,  generally,  are  stated  to  be  in  pretty  good  repair,  except 
where  they  are  cut  up  oy  heavy  mineral  traffic,  of  which  there  is  a  great 
deal  in  the  county.  It  is  felt  to  be  a  serious  hardship  that  there  is  no 
power  under  the  Statute  Labour  Act  to  assess  mineral  works  or  quarries 
on  their  rental,  or  to  reach  them  in  any  way. 


Burghs. 

Linlithgow, — ^There  is  a  power  under  the  Act  to  assess  householders,  but 
it  has  not  been  exercised  in  the  burgh  of  Linlithgow  for  some  years  past. 
With  the  exception  of  small  portions  of  the  turnpike  roads  which  come 
within  the  Parliamentary  boimdaries  of  the  burgn  (extending  in  all  <o 
about  5  furlongs),  the  roads  and  streets  within  the  burgh  are  maintained 
out  of  the  corporation  funds  at  an  expense  of  about  L.25  to  Ii.80  yearly. 

South  Queensferry. — The  turnpike  road  passes  through  the  burgh  a 
distance  <rf  1  furlong  123  yards.  The  annual  cost  of  maintenance  is 
L.2,  2s.  lid-,  which  is  shared  equally  by  the  burgh  and  the  TurnpSte 
Trustees. 


From  the  foregoing  statement  and  the  abstracts  in  the  Appendix,  it 
appears  that  the  average  annual  cost  of  the  whole  roads  in  the  county  of 
Linlithgow  is  as  follows,  viz. : — 
Turnpike  roads,  ....        L.3,118  17    6 

Statute  labour  do.,  ....  1,200    5    6 

L.4,819    S    0 
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The  debt  oonsista  of — 
Turnpike  debt. 
Seoured  by  personal  obligation  of  some  of  the 

Trustees,   ..... 
On  secturity  of  the  tolls  only, 
Aecumulatod.  interest, 


L.6,600    0    0 

80,959    4    3 

7,056    1    6 


Funds  in  hand, 


Statute  Labour  Road  debt,    . 


4d,6U    5  9 

2,292    9  2 

41,821  16  7 

102    1  10 

L.41,428  18  5 


CooDty 

of 

Linlitbgow. 
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XXII.— COUNTY  OF  NAIRN. 

The  tnmpike  and  statute  labour  roads  in  the  county  of  Nairn  are  both 
oomprised '  tinder  the  same  Act — 1  Geo.  IV.,  cap.  85 — ^renewed  as  to 
turnpikes  by  the  8  Vict.,  cap.  82.  The  qualification  for  Trustees  is 
■early  the  Bame  for  both  danes  of  roads — ^viz.,  tiie  proprietorship  of 
land  of  L.100  sterling  value,  or  valued  in  the  oess  books  at  L.100  Scots. 
Thsre  are  also  oertain  Trustees  €x  officii*. 


The  Nairnshire  turnpike  roada  extend  to 

The  portion  of  the  Castle  Stuart  and  Nairn  turn- 
pike within  the  coun^  to 

The  roads  under  the  dommii 
BoadB  and  Bridges  to 

And  the  statute  labour  roads  to 

Making  in  aD, 


M. 

19 


lissioners  for  Highland 


20 
127 


F. 

6 


Y. 

25 


2    0    0 


8 
0 


0 
0 


169    1  25 


Connty 

of 
Nairn. 


TufiNPiKE  Roads. 

1.  Nairnshire  Turnpikes, 

There  is  only  one  Trust  for  the  whole  county.  There  are  4  toUs  on 
the  19|  miles  of  road ;  but  payment  can  only  be  exacted  twice  for  the 
whole  distanoe. 

1856-57.  1857-58. 

Revenue,  .  .        L.654    8    0        L.567    0    0 

Maintenance  and,  management,  .  204  14    8  192  15    0 

The  surveyor  has  L.22,  10s.,  the  clerk  L.20,  and  the  treasurer  L.18. 
The  debt  at  Martinmas  1858  consisted  of  L.586,  secured  on  the  tolls 
only,     llus  is  the  balance  of  a  debt  of  L.4,470,  the  whole  of  the 
reinainder  having  been  paid  off  since  1820. 

The  revenue  nas  fallen  since  the  opening  of  the  railway  to  Inver- 
ness, from  L.622  to  L.167.  The  expense  of  maintenance  will  not  be 
reduced  proportionably,  and  it  is  feared  the  revenue  wiU  not  be  sufficient 
for  payment  of  interest  on  the  debt. 

2.  Castle  Stuart  and  Nairn  Turnpike, 

^  The  greater  part  of  this  road  is  in  Inverness-shire,  but  2  miles  of  it  are 
atnated  witlda  the  county  of  Nairn.    (See  Inverness.) 
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County 

of 
Kaini. 


8.  The  portion  of  The  Findhom  Road 

And  approacfaeB  to  Fairness  Bridge,  within  the  county 

of  >iaim,  extend  to     . 
And  the  Bemuchly  Road  to        . 


ll^mikB, 
9i 


It 


Together,  .  .  20{  miles. 

And  the  average  annual  cost  for  the  3  years  1856  to 

1858,  hafi  been    .  .  .  .  .        L.  115  12    5 

These  are  under  the  charge  of  the  Commissioners  for  Highland  Rpads 
and  Bridges,  and  the  above  expense  is  divisible  between  the  Commia- 
eioners  and  the  county  in  the  proportion  of  one-fourth  to  three-fourths, 
— ^the  share  of  the  county  being  tnus  L.92,  8s.  5d. 

These  roads  are  situated  in  the  Highland  parts  of  the  county.  The 
assessment  is  now  levied  on  proprietors,  according  to  the  real  rent  under 
the  Valuation  Roll. 

Statute  Labour  Roads. 

The  statute  labour  roads  in  the  county  oi  Nairn  extend  to  about  127 
nules ;  but  many  of  these  roads  only  receive  occasional  repair. 
The  county  is  divided  into  two  districts  under  the  Act,  viz. — 

The  country  district,  containing  .  .        122  milea. 

And  the  Nairn  Distnot,  containing  5  miles. 

One  surveyor  takes  charge  of  all  the  roads  in  the  county,  both  turnpike 
and  statute  laboiu'. 

In  the  Country  District  the  maximum  rate  of  c<nmnut6d  afiBessment  ia 
levied — ^viz.,  L.l,  9s.  4d.  per  cent.  The  rate  is  levied,  according  to  the 
real  rent,  from  proprietors,  who  may  recover  from  their  tenants  to  the 
extent  of  three-fourtha.  There  is  alao  a  rate  of  from  5d.  to  6d.  per  £  on 
householders.  The  annual  revenue  ^amounts  to  about  L.306,  Os.  lid., 
and  the  annual  expenditure  on  repairs  is  about  L.182,  Ss.  6d.  Salaries, 
L.45,  8s.  6d.    Interest  on  debt^  L.20, 58.  3d. 

The  debt  in  1858  amounted  to  L.419,  58. 

In  the  Nairn  District,  the  assessment  is  levied  on  the  occupants, — the 
Burgh  Rood  Lands  being  assessed  at  6d.  per  £  on  the  real  rent,  payable 
by  proprietors,  with  rehef  to  the  extent  of  three-fourths  against  their 
tenants. 

The  annual  revenue  in  this  district  is  about  L.l 68,  and  the  annual 
expenditure  on  repairs,^  etc.,  is  L.103,  lOs.  Salaries,  L.25,  66.  7d. 
Interest  on  debt,  L.IO,  Os.  9d. 

The  debt  in  1858  amounted  to  L.200,  15s. 

The  funds  raised  in  each  parish  are  exclusively  applicable  to  the  roads 
within  that  parish. 

Burgh  of  Nairn, — Of  the  streets  and  roads  within  the  Parliamentaiy 
bountlaries  of  the  burgh,  about  1^  miles  are  upheld  by  the  Turnpike 
Trustees.  The  other  6  miles  are  maintained  out  of  the  statute  labour 
funds. 

The  rates  levied  on  lands  amount  to  about  6d.  or  6d.  per  X,  and  are 
wholly  on  occupiers.  On  buildings  without  land  (except  gardens)  attached, 
according  to  a  scale,  the  average  being  about  7d.  per  £.  There  is  also 
28.  for  every  horse,  etc.,  kept  for  hire,  trade*  or  pleasure. 

On  an  average  of  three  years,  the  amount  expended  on  5  miles  of  road 
within  burgh  has  been  about  L.103. 

There  is  one  toll  within  the  Parliamentary  boundaries. 
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From  the  foregoing  statement,  and  the  ahstracts  in  the  Appendix,  it 
appears  that  the  average  annual  cost  of  the  roads  and  bridges  within  the 
comity  of  Nairn  is  as  follows : — 

Turnpike  roads,  .....  L.232  17  3 
Boads  under  Highland  Road  and  Bridge  Commissioners,  151  12  5 
Statute  labomr  roads,  ....  356  13    6 


The  turnpike  debt  consists  of — 
Secured  by  personal  obligation, 
„        on  the  tolls  only, 


The  statute  labour  road  debt, 

Total  debt 


L.741 

3  2 

.  L.369  0 
536  0 

0 
0 

L,905  0 
620  0 

0 
0 

L.1,526  0 

_0 

County 

of 
Nairn. 


XXIU.--COUNTY  OF  ORKNEY. 

The  roads  in  the  Orkn^  Islands  are  now  regulated  by  a  local  Act, 
passed  in  1857,  entitled  ''  The  Orkney  Roads  Act.'' 

By  this  Act  the  system  of  statute  labour  is  abolished,  and  provision 
made  both  for  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  roads  by  means  of 
afisessments. 

The  Trustees  consist  of  all  persons  qualified  as  commissioners  of  supply 
(otherwise  than  ex  officiis),  all  tenants  above  L.lOO  of  yearly  rental,  four 
members  of  the  Town  Council  of  Kirkwall,  four  members  of  the  Town 
Council  of  Stromnees,  and  one  member  elected  by  the  Parochial  Board  of 
each  parish  on  the  mainland. 

The  mainland  forms  a  district  by  itself;  and  in  like  manner  every 
island  is  hdd  to  form  a  separate  district. 

The  roods  in  the  mainland  are  under  the  immediate  care  of  the  general 
Tnstees,  and  those  in  the  districts,  are  under  the  management  of  district 
road  committees,  consisting  of  all  Trustees  being  proprietors  or  tenants 
within  the  district ;  but  the  general  Trustees  have  power,  in  certain  cir- 
cnmstaaces,  to  nominate  additional  members. 

The  Act  specifies  certain  roads  as  those  which  are  alone  to  be  made  and 
maintained  m  the  mainland  district ;  whereas  in  the  islands,  the  Trustees 
are  empowered  to  make  such  roads  as  they  may  consider  useful. 

The  Act  authorises  two  separate  assessments, — ^the  one  for  the  purpose 
of  making  new  roads  and  putting  existing  roads  into  thorough  repair,  and 
the  other  for  maintaining  the  roads  when  made.  The  former  of  these 
anessmentB  is  leviable  wholly  from  owners. 

The  rate  is  the  same  both  in  the  mainland  and  in  the  islands,  and  is 
limited  to  1&  per  £  sterling  of  rental  under  the  Valuation  Roll.  The 
imposition  of  this  assessment  is  made  permissive  in  the  island  districts, 
ana  the  only  islands  which  have  availed  themselves  of  it  as  yet  are 
Ronaldshay  and  Westray. 

For  the  maintenance  of  roads  the  assessment  is  leviable  from  occupants, 
and  is  also  limited  to  Is.  per  £  on  the  annual  value ;  and  householders  are 
liable  to  a  commutation  assessment  limited  to  6d.  per  £  on  the  rental  of 
the  premises  they  occupy. 

For  the  assessment  on  Owners,  dweUing-housee,  and  other  buildings 


County 

of 
Orkney. 


*  f 


•i  levied  the  $r8«,y£ar ,af(er  {Up  t^u^6Y'&e^Ai£'4ut 

ani  3<l.,  mead  of  Is,  imd  6d ' "  -  '  '"   ,"  l',  -  '  "-fp-""  "'  ^•■'V '  . 

llie^'Ue^ent  in  1868  on  owners  fir  teaSt%"n^'  '^^*"  '^'^ 
.  rQfl3^a|Er69.,  produced    ....        L.525  13    8 

,..1»nance,,/it6d!;^AlflS  .-.inl  o  l^. -.7?..  ir  ^l^'ju-'ft  up.  -  -3 
Itoitfmt  to  occUlpiera  of  houseBior  do.,'^^  ^^^  ""^  \Jn.,.:Mi[  t( 
7:21,33:^:77:         .            .            .               76  17    3 
«i  (.     \^»...l  494  1111 


The  Act  contains  a  power  of  boirowing  money  on  tne  credit  of  the 

mainland  aaBessme^tft-  tQ'th<»'?i^te<it.\qf  lM^)25^00(\.<«nd  giyes  each  of  the 

.......  .^ 

a 


jj..^te.9)&kln^"ix>ad8  pi^'.tte,  mainland  jV^t  .theroa^^fttithbli^kf  tAtJci<l^fH^ 
*  Dy  Act  have  only  Wtaally  Been  6bh8tru6te(it;-^he?  TYtifet^  fcAjpjnjpj'rc^lyed 
I  .fe).5F^P^/5^  tneia,J«^4i??f,raij4  to  form  the  gyeat  trtink  roaqbetwien 
,,  .Stroxnnegs  ana  KirWall  before  undertaklM  ai^'of  tte  otheis. ,  1  '^  '*  ^ 

•  .*••  ••••'       «•     -'»   .''••    t  ^J.     M  BliBffiBSi   i;.'n.'i-    .,'i  .1     'ii    ,'•   . '-...i'.'m'^ 

,       Jurkmdl  und  Sfromn^sL-^l^i^  are  "both  .1^  the  mainknfi.districj^ind 

I,  the  Mafisepsoo^fLt  k  pipp^qable.  tq.,  keeping  up  the  roads  ^d  struts  ^i^W'^ 

them,  which  are  all  ilnder  th^  nianagement  of  the  .TiW^^       r      ,.  /\,i 

'  '.■•'.'••.  .1 .    '■    ;         V  I     <:..   ■  .         ,  i  ...     ' 

count,  ■;■  ■•.  ■  ■.'.:*.  „'..5pt;y.^6i«  qF.-p^BtES,  ;„,:  /■„„,■,';,;« 

Tcebles.    .    ,  tbB  public  roads  in  tne  <;ountjf  ^f  iPeeblep  extbnil'  in  Titt lo'^bbtit^SO 
mile^,  whereof  1^2^  iniles  are  turnpikes,  and '106}  mdes&t&tute  labour 

The  turnpike  roads  ai^.«|^|ulated|  by  a  lo«!i^  Act  passed  in  1830/aiid 

,   which  will  expire  in,  1$6L    Joy  that  A'ct^  the  roads  ^9  divided  into  six 

'^tricts,  eabh  with  sepantte  funds'  and  IdcaS  niAniigemtot,  bataU^der 

the  control  of  the  genera!  body  of  ^TrtistbeB:  ^ 

*  The  Y^ole  turnpike  roads  in  the  county  eiiend  to  182;644  nrileft ;  -ittid 

'  ori  these  there  are  22  t6B[*baar8,  including  k  pontage  on'T^^ed'Brid^y 


i..    ' 


I  •'   i««'^ 


ist  DUiriitf 


'  *ttie  Ist '  District  irf  tindor'  a  separate  cleA  from  tjje  oUi^rs,  ihfc  tolls 
having  been  assign^  f under  the  Act)  lo  certain  local 'Tifustees,  who  gave 
security  for  construction  of  the^  road.  I^he  revenue,  on  an  average  of 
s^ven  years,  was  L.36Q,  l7s.,  and  the  maintenance  of  the  road  cost 
L.136;.68i,wl.,  besides  L.20,  payable  1)0  tiie  2d  rtitrtdt.  '' 

'^       l^e  debt  consmtfi  of  a  preferable  debt  of  L.^^-  Us;  lldv,- faMrldch 
^  «ttne  of  tHe^Vustees  weire  originslly  liaMe^  tai,  'W^  paM  ^  "^'- 


JRep^rt.  cxxxvn 

ntpoctiTe  sfaaras^  tiidr  rapreoentativeB  now  iiold  M8ign«tioiia  to  the  toQi      C^Ninky 
for  that  amount,  viz ;—      ....      L.6480  11  11  vJb\e* 

Thereisalao  a  aunilardebt  held  hj  the  representa- 
tives of  four  Trustees,  amounting  to    .  .         *  663    7    7 

And  a  poatpooed  debt,  affecting  a  particular  line 

of  road,  which  amounta  to       ..  .  536  10    7 

•        .  »  • 

L.7680  lO    I 
Bendea  an  aocumnlation  of  unpaid  intereatl  as  at 
Whitsunday  1858,*  of  .  .  .  .         2096  15  10 


•r-^ 


L.9777    5  11 

To  meet  the  interest  on  this  large  debt  there  is  thus  only  about  L.200 
olMvpivR  Fefvenae,  which  is  divid^  among  the  creditors  for  the  L.6480, 
lis.  lid.,  by  whom  it  is  absorbed. 

2i,  Sd,  4th,  bth,  and  Oik  Districts. 

Those  fire  districts  are  under  one  clerk  :  and  there  are  two  surreyors — 
one  for  the  3d  District,  and  another  for  the  remaining  four. 

The  average  revenue  of  these  five  districts  (including  Tweed  Bridge 
pontage),  for  the  two  last  years,  has  amounted'  to  L.1487,  86.  5d. 

The  annual  expend  *ture  for  maintenance  and  surveyor's  salary  has  been 
L1076,  17b.  6d. 

Interest  is  refi:ukrly  paid  in  the  2d  District,  where  there  is  a  bonded 
debt  of  L.1850,  besides  L.889  upon  life  annuitied,  the  annuld  pavment  on 
which  is  L.83,  Os.  8d.  There  is  also  a  sum  of  L.700  in  the  4th  District 
•imikrly  secured,  the  annual  pa3rment  being  L.58,  7s.  Sd.  The  5th  IMs* 
tiict  has  a  bonded  debt  of  L.600,  on  which  interest  is  regularly  paid, 
the  above  debts  are  secured  on  the  tolls  merely,  without  anv  personal 
oliBgation  by  the  Trustees ;  but  they  are  personally  bound  for  tiie  regular 
payment  of  the  life  anntdties. 

in  the  6ih  District  there  is  a  subscription  debt  of  L.4025,  on  which 
no  interest  has  ever  been  paid  or  demanded,  besides  a  farther  subscrip- 
tion d^t  of  L.2100  on  Tweed  Bridge,  which  forms  part  of  the  district, 
although  ihe  funds  are  kept  separate.  On  this  siun  mterest  is  not  regu- 
ho^ly  paid,  bnt  a  dividend  is  made  occasionally — ^the  last,  amounting  to 
L112|  having  been  paid  in  1855.  To  meet  the  interest  since  accruing, 
there  is  an  accumulation  in  bank  of  L.76,  6s.  8d.,  besides  L.6  of  pontage 
arrears. 

The  railways  appear  to  have  greatly  affected  the  revenue,  which,  in  %he 
fire  districU  now  under  notioe,  baa  hSkm  fnmi  L.2d80  in  1848  to  L.1362 
in  1858. 

Statcte  Labour  Roads. 

The  Btatote  labour  roads  in  the  counter  of  Peebles  igre  regulated  by  ^ 
kwal  Act,  passed,  like  the  County  Tompke  Act,  in  1630.  The  aj«ess- 
toffoi  ia  en  the  old  vahied  rent,  and  is  levied  from  proprietors.  The  funds 
are  levied  and  ^pphed  parochially,  the  same  party  being  collector  for  the 
whole  oonnty.  The  amount  of  the  rate  varies  according  to  the  necessity 
for  repairs ;  on  an  average,  it  is  estimated  to  be  about  IJd.  per  £  of 
real  rent.  The  total  sum  expended  on  statute  labour  roads,  on  an 
MTSBige  of  the  kit  three  years,  has  been  L.486,  9s.  8d.  on  106}  miles  of 
deads,  being  at  the  rate  of  about  L.4, 10a.  lOd.  per  mile. 

Burgh  of  Peebles, 

The  fltreeta  and  loada  within  the  burgle  of  Peebles  arc  maintained  oat 
tf  ihecomnfon  good^  and  the  sum  expended  last  year  was  L.45,  beddei 
L*114  oa  «ukk4iig.»  90m  xoad.    The  cocvnon  goou  ia  made  up  of  rentt 


<W5BWip 


^^^^w^w^ 


Feeble*, 


Conntj 

of 
Perth. 


aad  feas  of  property,  a  ciutoin  levied  on  loaded  eartB  eatering  tlie  boxig^^ 
and  also  a  payment  exacted  upon  loadec}  caHs  and  cattie.croedng  Tweed 

Bridge. 

■  ^  -■-■■ 

Tfias3x  tl)e,£br«egoing  .staiement,  an(l  the  abstracts  in  .tbe^AmeoduC,  it 
apnears  thai  the  cost  of  the  whole  roadB  Ut  the  eQ<|nty<tf  FeeVleB  ia  laa 
follows  "i  I 

Turnppte  roads,  ...  .  .      L.1298    i    0     • 

'Statute lalx)ar  roads,  ."        .  '.  486    9  .8 


The.debt  conQSts  of — 
Secured  on  the  tolls  only, 
i\/cciuuuUtefL  iiitereflt, 


Funds  in  hand, 


I'- 


iiii.. 


L.1784  13  ^8 
r- i-irtnmfT 


.   L.17,&M  10    1 
2,0.96  15  10 

L.19,941'   5  11 
76    6    S 

L.1»,8(G4  19    ^ 


I  t 


f. 


XXV.— cornSnY  of  peoth. 

,13w)  fjublic  roa,da  in  the  county  of.  Pejth  extend  to  tthout  ^yGQ(ii  zm]f9a 
•^whereof  501  miles  7  furlongs  40  yards  are  turnpikes,  and  1,104:  n^l^-, 
4  furji^ogis  U.6  yards  otat^te  labour  roads. 

'J  TtTBJNPIKE.RpADS. 

The  tQmpikiea.ai>e for  the  mosti'payjb.eompriaed  in  tiie  Local  Tiuo^pike 
Act  for  Perthshire,  2  Wil},  IV.,  cap.  82  (1832),  which  wiU  expim  in 
1863*  -They  are . u)^dfir .the  nyjiwgffnent.of.no  fewer  than  Xhix^jySfvi^. 
separate  Trusts,  entirely  independent  of  one  another,,  and  with  a  separate 
etaff  of  officials  for  each  ^I^ru^. 

Of  these  roads,  ten  are  partly  in  other  counties,  viz, ; — 


■»  »  I  ■ » »  ■  ■  * 


«*. ..  ».»^ 


I,  ,  ^*  ^ 


Th«  Great  North  Hoad,..4..iM^ 

GHcfff  and  Longcausewiiyhe^,' 
F^iadee  and  Cupar  Angns, 

C.lh  and  Nivingston, 

Kinross  and  Allo^^««.^^ ,,.,.•..«.» 

0«WI.,r-^ ..........^ 


Slaclvinannanahire, 
Test  Stirlingshire,  2d  District, 
Stirling  to  Drymen, j 

Camock  and  Kennet,  ..•••.^j««. 


Ia  PeFtfashii^B. 


Miles. 

,      lOi 

17     * 
li 

5 

■2 
«* 


•■'--*-   ---^    -^     -.--II  ^ 


I&  other  OouiiAie^ 


3files. 
173  in 
11 

2 

21J 

519 

4 

6 
(19 

]  ^ 
(1 

27 
21 
2 


1 

} 


{ 


11 


Fife. 

KinropB. 

Stirling. 

Forf.u*. 

Fffe.        ' 

Kinross. 

Clackmannan. 

Kinross. 

Clackmannan. 

Stirlinjf,,.,  .. 

ClacknianjuaJiv 
Stirling. 

life. 
CLackmann4n.j]  -' 


«i^t*    Mti    i**    JiUiil     (I*    A^ 


i^Maii^Mh* 


I,  U  The  4tkok  Tttrf^pika  ^^ 

extondB  to  S7h  mOfis,  with  tax  tolto.  P«tb« 

.  1866*57.  1867-58.    . 

Th^goffltoc^-wte  L.l,70d    9    0  Kl«$42    8   ^ 

Umb  B<|^6e  <of  BMdfitetiaiioe,  hk^^ 
dnding  Bonrefor's  salary,  was         ^941  15  11  782- 18    1     ^ 

The  Boi^e/oi^  saAaxy  is  in  fatore  to.  be  L.60.  iB^e  cl^^  A^d  iroaiisiirer 
liaBL.SO. 

The^bt,  aecured  by  bonds,  for  whitk'BDme.ot  tha  Tnialgeir  n^  per- 
There  is  alfot^  balance  due  to  tiie  bank,  866  13    0 

■  ■       ■■»    -    >       ly       m      Hw,». 

L.ia;6l6  IS    0 

On  the  bon^bd  debt  interest  is  paid  at  4  per  cent.,  and  to  the  bank  the 
current  rate.. 

The -debt  baa  been  conoderably  rednced,-  having  orf^ally  amounted 
to  L.iS,50#.  t  Fcrooiae  yeaig  the  revone  baa  bq»tiiiwiBi  antete^Mart: 
the  oattay ,  in .  uoaJBeqaenpe .  of  estm  eiqpenditee  coianftQi«auaotM>  and 
regaSaroi  damage  caused' by  floodb. 

eztenda  to  11  miles,  from  Abemthyen  to  Qreeidoaaing^  n^d  is  a  fnatimm  \ 
tran'of  the  I)aIreoch.Boad<No:  VMl.).  There  9tQ  two  tolls  and  tVo 
che^-bars.' 

•     1856-5y.  'li367.5«: 

The  revenue  was     .  .,       L-188    0    0       L.129    0    0 

(Subsequent  years,  L.lSTand  L.1S0). 

Tli^<«3t|»ense  of  maint^rnaaio^  including  '     '   ' 

aiirTeyoip>9 sjJary,"  •.       '    :         '  •  8712    8  •  "-' 106  16'   0 

The  snrvie)yot*s  salary  is,  L.20*,  and  the  clerk  aXid  trc^urer'Kave  L.l^,  2s. 

Ti»  debt  conasts  of —  <    .     :  :     .      I 

Amaunt  in  bond  to  the  S^ptjti^  G^ptrol,  I^wajy .Cbiupuiy  (cost- 

.  noned  to  L.4^78b)^ '  '       .        '    .    *       ,      -L.^,3()0-   0    0 
'^Subscriptions,  .      ^     .  .  2,080    6  10 

AiwaMWJirttews'  "of  ^  interest,  at  ty  per  cent.,  to 

Whitsanday  .1868,  ..  .  .....  ^    _4,6aZ.12..  5.. 

L.9,077  18    3 


The  revenue  ia  barely  sufficient  ito  maiiltain  the  road.  'Ifo  intey<^  takt 
been  paid  on  auy  of  the  debt  since  the  railway  was  opened ;  and  prerious 
to  that  time  ooljr  L.747,  28.  9d.  had  been  paid  on  the  subseiiption  debt 
during  a  period  of  ibirfey-four  years. 

3.  The  Blairgowrie  and  Bridge  of  Cally  Turnpike 
consistsof  6 miles <tf  road^  wrf^tWD 'tolls. 

"  '    •       ''  ,1866-57.  1857-58. 

KevennitS-  ♦.     -      »  Lw881  ll-  b   •   LiSTd'-^  \^    ' 

Exjiense  of  lyistenalncib,  125  19    7  138    1    2 

Thtto  iK  no  re^ar-9ar««9^0K!V  one  (tf'the  giolBcemen  ha&  ^  general 
charge,     ^rk  and  treftj^uam'^s  sala^,  L.G,>  6s. 

The  debt  tft  liVliilKuu^  1868  amomited  t»  L^G^DSO,  vfbkih.  is  secured 
kf  b^widy,  fot  ^h^dh ibS yaateesaBetynrHanally  liable>-      •-    <  . 

Tde'i^^ti'^fiuc  has  latterlV  be^  su£Bcient.4x)  pay  the  interest,  as  well  lb 
to  pay  off  a  part  of -the  debt^^  An  incarease  of  revenue  is  anticipated. 


R^vfeftfe{r867-68,  ..:..  ,M  xj  .  .  ,        L.136    7    0 

Exp»en86'6l.iiiaiiit^iaiiGe/ .  I  J      *..  *  ..  126jrr<2/M 

fee^delJt  WounWto  "^     '  I  'i '^  ^' '  ^'i  •  '  ^ '  hJ^bi^^-y^-^^^^-- 

Debt  Tjild 'ia'^Jr^^iftflfefel'^aiitf^'lic^^ 
them,  .  .  L.2,544^  10-  4>.  ,     .    .)  jI  ):.  xl 

-•'.I    tf> ^jmridilUBlin^^O^n^iuif y  v;  4,0007 l€).'vl^>  i    |.  /    \-y.A\ 

Interegt  at  4  per  diirti'liatf  ftitii»tb  %^'Tiiii  lo^^tiwV^iBstM:''  The 
BaU\^y^oi6t*toyhavea8vetdi»wikii«*tliiii£^^         :'  ^  n  t^i  .n 

-■^;  I  /^  L;  tj':i>  ,./)[;  -'.[j  i)j    ,;iij  .,,1-1   .•  {  ;l;.'io  .; 

I     Hf  0)5;.  yAe  Car«6  o/Gbwrie  or  Dimdte  Tu^Ui^,}....:-. 

j0onato«f  Tswtt  pie  ''^^  seTcril  ghort  branehM^  and  extends  in  all  to- 
^98  milMi  fin  whinh  there  are  two  toUs,  idtk  tbiee  branch  bars. 

Tgrewift  MWQ""""  to  about  L.z,4Uo.  '    ^- 

7^7?^..  ,        ,  •^'•-"■■''■'  ,  1856-67.-  1857-68., 

The  debt  consists  of —  .-.nf-f,r..n  wti /^.r.- v/r-n  ,-;  tmf    /j.^/firil 

Money  borrowed  on  personal  security  ofsom^,  V^Vlir^h'^'W'  W^ 

I'    otithfOftllSteeSj         .fl  ,/.,:  j  r,- r  \,  ;. -^i.;  .  .-?  M   jW»!^V;-:vRlT 

Original  subscrijpi^^s,.  c^  .yj^xct.^Pj^yit^r^;,,  Jt.  ...ti,J,iL 

has  ever  been.p^d».,i,,.^>,:  ....  .r,    .  rii  J-- -'pil^ira'  \ 

Postponed  debt  J?>.  Itl^s P^fljr,  CJfWPW^ ;.! IM    :';  ?>P??f..  >?t  ^ 


-  MJ  iider«b<V:due  pn  the  feaiA;rky  ^^Y^%k^>f^^^ 
off  the^bondod  debt-is  paid  orf.    Smce  1848,  0,tl8l^Wj^  off. 

Tie  pteswi»,«p«wHture  is  stated  to  be  sufficient  to  keep  the  road  in 
good  condition.         {..;n*3'j  lyq  g  i>r.)  f^'»lj  frfnurvii:  .tR'.TM'ii  Jiuiortihf)A 


<"^,     \ 


^  .i|.;T^  Crieff  and  Longcausewayhead  Turnpike 


extends  t6  19  mnw  (^  miles  being  in  StirlingsMfe),  with  three  tolls  and 

fi  -cwi  li'ia  vfuj  rilL  f.j.^j  .<Tr  ttoeeLbhetik-daarslTr.lr/vo't  hij>q  «i  v-/n'}ial 

Revenue,   om.,«-.  .v  ^v^.^Avr^  Vu..Vll|^,^^^^  •^'■^*757  14    8 

^  SurveyOT|s  saiaury'L.^S,  clert  siia'tireaaiiferli'.Sfi? 
KTtemWIe  has^  'fefd  about  a  h^  from  the  op«^ng cf  Jfli^^ 
^jtt  btt*;the  fui^.^e^  i^^f^^fiSftJi^^^ 


:K6pBT9^  GOBI 

..      7. ,  The  Dqlpatricfc  Titmpike  County 

extend; &^Wmi)^;i^m  iWCrii^irmaa;^  to  the  ^'^^ 

Gleneagiea itoiui^ /at DiiHi Vaifciin^i  dHitfBBuUft  two  tolls.  ,.,..,<{' 

"'    •     -;-^'l  1356-57..    ^-.-r.^t^f^ba^t 

IWnteAaaWtodI surveyor's aalary,  65    8,j4.„     ,j^.6^j>^.,,j?; 

The  debt  consists  c*— ^^  H/    I  '.  ,..i:..i 


no  interest  has  ever. Wtt wdy/ ...'..;  J,  :^        ,  .6lp..  y  v  !^  i.  >:i 
Unpaid  interest,  calculated  at  5  per  cent.,  and 
a  small  balance  due  to  the  treasurer  at  Whit- 
sundayl'Ws- ^  jA^v-^Iv  ;;.•••...> '.y     .-.^..n  ,n'V  J49  18    4 


,,..-  .,  '      '  1856-57.  ■'    ''"'iftSr-'C*  ' 

Seveniie,  .  V  .     r  L,360,  10    0   .    L,367  18    9 

neBaii»t#d}8arv^oi^    rj/  |    .^' ^209'    6  '6    "".W5'ft    * 
llie  aurvayor's  safary  is  llsO,  and  jthe  clerk  and  trcostn'er'L.^T.'Ss. 

The  revenue  was  much  affected  by  the  openmg  of  the  8C(rtnih  Ocnti 
Railway,  but  is  now  slowly  increasing.  _  -t. .  ^ »  t  ; 

T1»dfibt,c«nai8tsof-^'''  "^  •'.'•' -''i».'.'-.T".f  .".  i  ..'.-•..,.  ,  .,..»/ 
FreferaMk ddbt,  being  price  of  land  taken,  .'  I.i56e '  17  >  2 
^nqQ.pi   origiiarBuftwr^tWrtfl '(L.5,tW)v'^^  '       ' 

with  iultfirest  thereon  to  1838,whfin,afl^gn;- '      • 
_^mentBto\the  tolls \^' ^Atte^fe^tee Ml  "  ' 
^7W$r!F7«000  having  been  paid  by  the 
.,fTTc.ir„T      ^^^  ...        8,890    8    4 

yComppy^.^postponed 


|.  I"  '.^l  t'  -      1.,,,  f  (.    i  < 


••'* /I  uil/ ♦»«j;»;l  «»t   iiT    I  ,  !*.   -   Mti    <   '    f.;i 


4— V    1m 


Additiooal  interest  accumulated  (at  5  per  cent.)  / .  •  ^ .  ..< .    i .,.-; 

since  1838  to  Whitsunday  1858,      .  .        6,427  16    1 

Interest  is  paid  regularlyroib;tiie:L.56(^  17s.  2a.,  and  any  surplus  is 
dinMldadiig  the  hdd^^)i»|4;he  subscription  debt. 

'    ff  Trv^'^-  TJ^I^fuJ^^WandNetherton  Turnpike   .-^j...^:! 
'  'e^Jeirt,^^;Offil^;  jdt)i^twi)JoI&ind^^ 


t  « 


.      ..,;„         .(t    .    I    ■    .  1856-57.,  '  1857-58. 

>M>^>^('^^  "57718  10'   '    '•^588ft»v^ 

'K«i  ;jj  ,^«^f7^^J)4^L.;25,'  the  cl^rk  ajod.treaauJrtr  Ii.ldi-'19i.  j  -  - 

The  levome  ia  at  present  e4ual  to  t^  j^qiiei^ditu^,  but'the  ^pekifc^ 
the  Doane  and  CaUander  Railway  is  likely  to  affect  it  Injurtbtisly:  '  — 
The  debt  was  originally  L.5,900,  but  ia  now  reduced  to  L.650. 


mm 


^MS  Mlfpdf^ 


IfJ^y  !^k^  Xhtn^laru^  Ddune,  and  Callander  TumpiJ^ 

«zteiidiS1x>'d9:mil0B,  ^vllb' fire  talk  tindtwio  vsAb  ban. 

'     '  1856-57.  1867-58. 

Eeveauer-     'V"     .  .        L:iy474  12    0       L.1,476  11    0 

JS^mus  andisarFfiyoT^s  salary,  415  10    2  977    5    3 

The  surveyor  haa  L.d5,  the  ti^easiirec  L.15,  and  the  derk  1^10. 
Tha  arei:a^  iicfpalxa  lafty.  be  iakea  at  about  14.730. 

llie  debt  at  WMtBUDidaiy  1^8  oonoisted  of-^ 
Amoimt'  in  btrnda,  for  ivldeh  B(^e  of  tlie  Txostoea  ara  panonally 
liable,       ......        L.6,100    0    U 

Subacriptlon  debt,   .        .  .  .  .  8,800    0    0 

BalaQCQ  due  to  Hie  treasarer,  at(oat  .  200    0    0 

L.9,600    0    0 


Jntareat  at  4  per  cent,  haa  been  paid  on  1j»e  bonded  debt  axid  aJscr  on 
the  sabaciiptioQS. 

The  Boune  and  Callander  Railway  Company  are  to  take  L.3,000  of  the 
debt,  for  wldoh  principal  sum  they  are  to  be  postponed  cridditOFS,  'bat 
-without  any  sixshpoattpcnoDaent  in  r^ga^ 

The  reyenne  haa  fallen  very  much  sinoe  the  railway  vfoa  opeoecl ;  bat 
the  dhniniahad  revenue  is  expected  to  be  atill  sol^cient.  for  k^^iifg  the 
road,  and  payment  d  interest  oa  the  debt     . 

11:  *  Tlie,  Duvkddy  AJberfeldy,^  and  ^enmore  Turnpike 

'  -extends  ho  23^  milea,  with  three  tolls. 

1856-57.  1SJ7;-I58. 

Eevenue,  .  .  .       L.808    0    0       L.1,023  ID  11 , 

Bepairs  and  surveyor's  salasy,  800    7    1  5^  14  .0 

The  surveyor  haa  Lfl5, 15a.,  and  the  clerk  apd  treasurer  L.20. 

'    The  debt  conaiBts  ci^ 

Ori£^BBlfl;abaociptkOB6i»  .            .  Xul75    0.  0 

Advanced  on  seooiity^ of  i&etoUa,  .  •-       .  6,000    0.>  0 

inteeBt  uBpaid,        ;.     .                             ...  d.lS*  # 


m^trnm^ 


L.7,083  12    6 

It  IS  expected  that  interest  at  ^ij^  oent;.  T^,  i^  future  be  p^d  upon 
the  debt. 

12^  The  Ihaming.  7\irnpike  -  \ 

extends  to  9 JnUfiSi'.wxthti^  toyciif^A^:^boo]K»bac^       .^  i 

1856i^57i  1867*6i8. 

B^euue;      ^  •'.  .  L.65    0    0       L.65  15    0 

And£OTthetiro^8eS«Qfti«Bt^.^Miai^:.  .         ' ..  ' 
L.70, 10s.  and;lj^77^  Ite  xeqite-  "  -  > 

itivd^.'  .  ..*'.... 

^epam-Mid  fiR»v«fypr'a  aaJaxy,  61    9    5  51  15  11 

. ,  J^WdMtMisifft  hm  L.10, and  the  cletk  aad  traasiner  Li.10. 
'  ^Wu^W9mmgR  iM-9m^'ior'am0m  yeafat^{jirewpd»4»  tkr  opeiiBii^  mS  the 


The  debt  oonsistB  of — 

Original  salsqriptiioiis,  leas  L.1,500  leoeived  from  the  Railway  Com- 
pany,      .  .  .  .  .        L.7,647    6    2 

Debt  to  Bsflway  Gato^taiy^  pcwipanad  to  L.d ,3100 
oftheabove,      ...  .  .  1,500    0    0 

■"  ''  "V '    :  ■'     ^'    ■        T9!o47"T3'' 

No^iatiBdl  inixftedt^hM  beeif  caitoliited  6t  paid  to  the  n^lMolfibfllM ;  but 
oceaaional  dividends  have  bMn  paid  to  tiiem  out^  the  stii^liu  IniDdme 
ten  1835  to  1850,  amoimtmg  in  all,  during  these  fiffaeen  yeara^^to 
L2,270«  IQ^  5d.  It^1%  im  ^^cmcted  that*  fmS  fWto^  dBvidenda  o^n  be 
ptdd 

13.  77ie  Gleneagks  Turnpike 

eztenda  to  24  mUea,  with  five  toUs  and  one  ohedt-bftr. 

1856-57.  1857-58. 

Rererttro,         -  /    ;     .  .       L.481^14    2       L.455    6    0 

Mfltntettiance  and  mnryeyor'd  sakry^    '    256  -  7    4 '         256    9    2 

The  surveyor  has  L.35,  and.^  clarl^  and  treasnu;er  L.22,  28. 

The  rerepue  has  suffered  veiy  muoh  from,  the  Scottish  Oentnd  Railway. 

The  total  debt,  as  at-  WMtetonday  1958,  ooMiuM  of-> 
Preferable  deb*,       .  L.8,000    0    0 

PoWpmied  debt  hdd  by  Railway  Company,  6,000    0    0 

Bahinoe  of  debt  on  secuxity  of  'tolls,  and  Also 
gabacription  debt)  with  interest  at  5  per  cent.^    49,614  11    2i  ] 

'  Total  debt  at  Whitsunday  l658,  i:.63,61^  11    2i. 


m 


Sinoe  the  opening  of  the  railway  the  revenue  baa  •nearly  been  ssffiiditfat 
to  pay  iixtetest  .on  tljia  preferable  debt,  but  non^  has  been  p«|id  <m  the 
lailWay  debt. 

Nearly  all  the  Trusteeif  became  jperBonanylia^ble  for  debt  amounting  to 
L12,000.  Some  of  them  are  still'  Ha^  lor  xme^faitlf  of  this  sum ;  the 
ctibers  have  paid  up  their  share  of  it.  A  farther  sum  ot-L.^QOO  was  also 
bortowed,  on  tEe  joint  personal  bond  of  thvee'Sf  •  tiio  TinulteeB^  wUch  is 
stillvlrlKllly  ^du^^by  them ;  and  all  tibese  ^E^nateeB'viiO  eisliLae>piid.iip  their 
duuils  oftthe  debt,  or  became  obligants  for  it,  nownaqk  aa  erednors  on 
the  feeds 

-., .-.^^4.  The  GknfaUoch  Turnpike 

•  tortendgto'VinSles,  withonetoIL  -  ;\, 

1856-57.  1857-58." 

Revenue,  r     ,      ..  ..       .       L.U7  04    6       L.118  19    t 

BepairBaiLdsurveyoifssalai^;     .  ^45  69  14    9 

The  deb^>%ll»ii;^bii^^ML^  «A  tM 

"•Vflhi;  iunountini^  to  LA,280,  has  new  been  re- 
^'   dlraea.fii       H   «>    cj.i        L.44l6&M}H)i 

The  accumulated  intei^MtuBp^iid^'astai'liVl^^  •... 

day  1858,    calculated   at  .the  cmcr^nt  rite^^     t    ' 
amounted  to  .  .  .  4^094  S    f> 

.         .  -  ..     •  ,  '      T  Lg,200.  .15 


.»     r 


i-lpiMli  fud  imlaily,  but  say  aupim  '<ynsr  espenditi^is 
i-MlMvsJi&'A.ievMy^  tivo  ovtisee  ]j^aEBtt    InriittMCfen 
fHrn  (1841  to  185ai^IaM0^tt.\idohtti(iiMl  i»W^  ■ -^  -  /  r. ;/-  • 


Gouty 

>.r.-T.>I  .T-    '<>[  1866-57.  1857-58. 

Rev«nu^    )^:        p  .«•    01\  [        .        LJ9    3.1    L.53,  rOrjOsi 

In  t&  l^hief'ir^  a  dbnl^ibti^^n  of  L.25  V6&^)Mdd^ff»tfyotff iftiiftliObh^sHi 


labour,  but  ^the  Distil  lYil^teea'tire^iiikwilnJ^^I^  tiU[(fe^ 
l>ro0pect  of  ^hi^-iiraffic  -mcreasmg  when  tolls  are  withdrawn,  r  { '  <  ^i'^' 

The  TUBCb'WBB'  ixmatnicted  under  a  special  Act  passed  in  1807,  for 
making  t)ki  a^d-  tJbe'Locheam  road.  The  funds  were  raised  by  assessment 
on  properties  likely  t6- ^'Ib^'i^jt^'^by '^  't(3ad;  •  Tll»''«{ifiMi  lOttffi^Mlsed 
were  hekl  fs  advanced  dil  ^b!&  ^tfiai!^f><d  ilhei^tcdby  'aikl  ^nionnted^rigi- 

nallyM-  V^  '■''■^-      •.-.•.•      .  ^^^ 'hi^;b^'W'Vi 
AixiufiAilationsofftitet€&«>iiilii^,r'i^;i'''  JJ'  r?  '^^^-1^48^'  i  iulA 
Bjftnc(S  dm  tnasurer,  .       '     .  .  283  13    7 

.h-'-T  '>jlt  'fn    I(I-fiT(I''V.!."/:ia     till   >I'-Mt  «.f(//   -!-.j|j'«'r  ',■!)    t. ,  M,:..  }(»   V^Ttij)-! 

1856-57.     •''^^  i^  "tgST^CftJ-'  f  • 


The  road  was  lttttbli&lt^6rlih^.s|iM^  Aet.of.l8D4>by  a^^essment,  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  GltodiietorildJ^W  <il$i9->:l5,)4  >j,iiv)/.« 

l%^9cig|nal  cost  d^'^dOrtmction  was  .        L.13,493  18    9 

V)    VhiS'lft.Add  as  subsc^pti^n  debt,  and  the  ,-j  .T'iV)^ 

1 1  ^;  sdtpluBreretmeJbditndedan^^grtbd^l^./ij; :  i  ".-  v» »,  n  .  r.u:!/ 

|«W.<5Je),KW.%V«  M%te  .^Pi.,1 ,..,.....,.  ;..i  r 

1868,  at  6  per  cent.,  was  .  ■:-''''^;'' W  989'.''l9' '  Wf  ,'""• 

K     ^'     <M:t>^;i.J  ....  ;iiiTiliii[  ifJiTiirm 

17.  r*c4K|?%lW<^i.5¥^5i?%aofif^fJiOTij^g  j^.,.,.,j^£ 
0    i: f  Y*  't'i     extends  to  39  nmes,  with  five.  tolli|«^iH ,  r  a  >  m  j ii i  t 

Maihte^ni^lnd'M<«s^^d'^lltfy^^I''i'H881iiiU'J<.&  oj  JMbagdia]^!^! 

Hie  0]pS^ir7,SDuEpp^x)6t  of  repairs  m&f  be  taken  at  L.350  to  L.400. 

The  oi^oiooot  of  the  rd^  was'  t.13,980, 
to  ^a^jOie'd^bnlfii^TkdbMd  Vi'>^  it''>''  p-^^^S  p'm  liitfijfllft.n^oio^.fr 
Secured  by  the  personal  obligfldteiiiol  is&tHfA-dhoA.  drAtuy)>  jiP 
Breadalbane. 
There  is  also  a  littiiiilM^dih^'to^dve^^titettHmllkt  <)^ 
WhitBnnifcjf-aiabaRdliii.  Ml*  j  r.  /ijw  ,^;  .!;.•>  Tr  oJ  FrwSl*)ll    4 

ttttei^Bt  M*  the  cimr^i  r^  <bil  hitherto^  tMiv'pi^  Wrthe  liBbti«iii|uli)t 
without  onrt>qtrtrial]yAwBwfafci»  MfbtAf|lvr.t«;^lffiae9o^.>/-u/^  ^ifT 


r 


18.  The^wMi^  wa^J»mf^^k\^Punpiie  Conrily 

extttid&Ao]6ittwl^r]W}tblt|B()^1iQUllir.,  p,!*i;  *' 

^•-V.vr  .;^  :♦.,"!  1856-57.  1867-58. 

RAreHUe,^:'..  I     Li'     '^.  f        ,        L.S15    0    0        284    ^u*€brM 

AmoimtdueMrGf«hBmSttiptofi^.bc!WgmoQ^«3r  ,.  .  .  .>  .;;  ,..,  ,  ii' 

1  ^    ,7"*'/     ili    f  >'-.-•';  }     l'..y.     i', !.,■;-    i;    'j-.i.i       i'^t  >.n':-|i'iv    :  p //    !''.il'l    ■  li  [' 
.Jilll".  ^:--<H  Vl  I    ,-.:-|  •.!•.//  ,'.  •;    I     ..i  r       .t,,.r     •    ,.    .I-;.     |1*4|1^^9,,X0.;  0   ,    /J  jij 

f^hiiqfcAiatetodat  .      .,:....      .  259  15  lA  vJi..ij 
And  n  bjUimoeidue  to  treasurer,, w^^hfifl?.^l»^  .  >, .  i7?i.M  U/. 

.  -  j.  j,322_  0^9 

Tli©iu^fi£j£6.iru8«  suffererfiioft "bf  'irtkmi'L^Td^yt^l^ bank- 
niptcy  of  one  of  the  Trugteee  who  took  the  management  of  the  road. 

The  rerenue  has  h^^^fefy  iniMdi  ^bui^  A^opifeiiing  of  the  Forth  and 
Clyde  Railway,  and  ittllejnotraoferiliaflKAmtTrtp.lP^i^  expense  of  repain 
andiplj^rti^^n  debt     .  v.-oV  I 

T^e  'frustvmccpantaj^haTi^ npjibwn  audited  or  dooqueted  since  ;f8^^;^r 

ananged  t^^f^f^  jRijf^  tt.^Wff.  %?  ?^i%.  ^M?,W^r 

extends  tO'd2-sidIiei^^withififfei^^tol]a:  ^  -•  '-j-  i-'.iii<>-:i  ^.a.';-. 

Herenue,  .       '^i\^/i^u.  j-i-f.  .:'L*-?69^-  '0-  0;  M- .1.853:. <f IF    0 

Maintenance  and  survcrfbry'dEflXty^'"'  '>  i]^'  -I'-'O  '•>{  rif80(t  i  9  11 

The  surveyor  ha/ll..^,  iltiA'ibIb  iSiei4^BMmAika^hlfri 

ije  debt  conasls  of — 
I^aiM  tfor- wbiehr  some  of  the  Tnutees  are  per- 
^^\^SE:i:tr      ....        L.6,996    4    8 

Interest  ^'m^^^^itt^'^^  W^^^^^         ^^^  ^^ 
thirteen  yea^B{'^^'^"/Ii  '-iy  .^'Hr't^'o  ot  •-'J>:ij*y'.     507  12    0 

tMtxmbA  debt  bddilKf  [the  Scottish  North- 
♦"•    a»IMi.Ba]lw»y  GoDQQiMA  .   2,008  lA.ii4/  .K 

lBaten«eft:due  to  tbe  Un«ni!Bank^rfte.1iiWW?i^if..iJP%^(:^^^ 

ThenreteniatfifJilii  road  has  be^  yei^  tmky^^fM^hjfsk^-^iSfimse  of 
the  Scottish  Korth-Iktfltet  BiuteiiQi^^^        ri>iru'T-  t  -.U  v.(  b.-.,.  .,'^ 

^     '  I  cflkUbds  to  17  imles,  with  3  tolls  BiA^^hick*^ifm<nA  ff 

7'yr'.:rj7r  1856-57.  1857-68. 

ReTWiU~:^Ui    .  •        L.1,204  12    6        L.1,204  11    4 

The  siinreyor4Uii4si75^i|b0folM mj^tmsMWJfilB^^o  ^;joiili.'/ 


The  debt  consisbB  of — 
^  Amount  secui^d  by^  bondEt^  f^^^^fiidt  'MiDft  of  the  Trusteee  are 

persoiudly  liftlile,  .  t        .  , : .  r     ...     -  X.4,496    0  11^ 

Orlffiniil  subBcriptions,  and  papients  made  bj 
'n'OSteOB  under  their  iiabilitieB  for  borrowed  , 

money;     .  .     '    '  .  .  .  5,710  '3  W 


fefcb 


tm» 


L.10,206    4    Q^ 

Interest  has  altWiy«  *eeil  |ttSd  6ri  'the  bom^wM  trioney  «tt  the  mai^ket 
rate,  and  on  the  subflcription  debt  at  4  per  cent. ;  and  the  debt*!d>bemff 
annually  reduced,  although  tiie  operation  of  the  railwayS'bas  (JBMAinishea 
the  ^iTj^us  available  for  this  purpose. 

I 

21.  The  Perth  and  Dnnkeld  Turnpike  ' 

extends  to  26  miles,  with  four  tolls. 

l§56-67.  1867-58. 

fievenue,  .  L.848  18    0        L.7M  18  11 

Sopaire  and  surreyor^  salary,  686  16    0  563    5    ^ 

The  Buryeyor  has  L.105,  and  the  clerk  and  treasurer  L.40. 

The  debt  consists  of —  ,     ^ 

Bonded  debt  on  the  personal  security  of  some' of 

the  Trustees,         .  .  .  .        Ii.1,750    0    0 

Debt  to  the  bank  (Whitsunday  1858),  .  $03  10    5 

L.2,35a  10    5 

The  debt  was  at  one  time  mu6hgreat<3r,  but' Mis  beengradually  reduced. 
The  opening  of  the  Dunkcld  Railway  has  materially  injured  the  revenue, 
liaving  reduced  it  from  L.  1,920  in  1854  to  L.750  last  year.  The  expen- 
diture has  also  diminished  more  than  one-half,  and  a  small  surptus  is 

therefore  still  expected  to  be  available  towards  reduction  of  the  debt. 

•I 

22.  The  Perth  and  R^ndatenTutftpUce 

extends  to  10  miles  (from  Perth  to  Bridge  of  Isla),  witii  two  toUs  and  a 

pontage,  which  is  let  with  one  of  the  ban. 

1856-67.  1867-68. 

Revenue,  .  .  .        L.590  19    7       'L.61:4  .5  .€ 

Maintenance  and  suffrby0i^»<aiatfy,         W7  11    8  IM  Ifl.    8 

The  surveyorhas  L.84,  4s.,  and  the'derk  and  treaifimir  L.ltS,  15b. 
The  debt  consists  of—  .    ,   :       .  .      ...... 

Ori^nal  subscriptions  and  payments  made  under 
liabilities  for  money  b^rtowed,  for  wMch  the 
aeeunbl^:of  the  tolls  only  is  held,    .  ,    L.10,076, 13    S 

Accumulated  interest  as  at  Martinmas  1830,  8,633  13    4 

.    Interest  at  4^  per  cent,  to  Whitsunday  1858,  6,733  16  11 

L.24,444    8    6 

The  debt  was  calculated  at  comoottiMf '  mteiest  in  the  (^v^snmBOt 
Tetums,  and  there  appears  as  L.48,275,  Is.  Id. 

T)ie  surplus  revenue  is  allowed  to  accumulate  lill  it  amounts  to  L.800 
or  L.900j  aud  is  then  divided  among  tlie  creditors.  1^.3.0^0, 188.  9d.  was 
thus  divided  in  1842,  being  the  wst  dMdoncf  since  tS^  K>ad  was  oon- 
struicted  in  1791 :  and  dumg  the  seventeen  years  since  184^,,  L.6,400 
have  been  simiUrly  dlnd^.  ' 

The  road  has  ba^  much  )iffected  by  lihe  ^(^niojg  of  the  BlttiifMne 
biaufih  ^f  tihfi  SiPtltlir^  Nortft-£«itaxn  Railwi^. 


Ho faitcMitfwas  paiA  tOl -lafet  iy^ar,  and  then  3  per  cent,  was  pHdi^  2t)er 
oM.  Ilcii^  added  to  the  Airean. .  ^Vdnui^iustmiifimB^'wuie^p^ta  m 
psfuig  «tf  •  waM  dabth  It  ia ex^is^ted  that  thedmdwd  will og^^iia 
to  be  pud  at  the  rate  of  3  per  cent. 


•  ■  I 


S&  The  Tuybridg^  Tunipike 
tixUsoAA  to ^  miles,  witb'dte  \ibVk  AUd'a  ^ei^*lMVi 

\    :        "  /1656-S7.  1857-58. 

Bjrein»»,     _..  .  L.828    9    8       730  19    1 

MBntenanoe  imd  snrveyor^s  salary,  255    8    2       266    6  11 

'•fha  sorvegror's  salary  is  L.31,  4s.  8d. 

Bte  debt  oonsists  of — 
On  bonds  for.  which  the  Trodteee  are  persODally*. 

liable,  ,        '  .  .  .  .        L.984'  0    0 

Bii^Bfetiptioa'^febt,  etc.,  sectored  on  the  tolls,  12,199  19    2 

AltttMl  unpaid,  accmnolated  at  5  per  cent.,  to 

Wlillton&j  1858; 5,950  17    0 


'.'    i^xtends  to  7}  miles,  with  two  tolls. 

1856-57,     ,:.        1857-58. 
Bmrnn,  '    -     .  .  .       L.166  U    0       L.1,69. 13    0 

TfarToad  is  ttpheld  by  contmct  for  L.57.    Hie  sonreyor's  salar^r  is 
L8('8s.  lOd.,  ana  tbe  clerk  and  treasurer's  L.5. 
1^  road  was  made  by  snhschption  on  the  secarity  of  the  tolls. 

Ihedebt'consists.of — 
SolNiciiptioQs,  ,etc^,  upon  which  interest  is  con^ 

sidered  to  be  parole,       .  .  L«5,873    2  11 

AuoMilationB  (^  interat  unpaid  to  Whitsun- 
day lfi68,  V  ,        .   .  ,         .    4,831  10    2 

•^"^•""■■.^^•.^.^.■■." 

L.10,204  13    1 

Qie  overage  am(iimi>  of  interest  paid  attnuaOy  has  been  L.1^  lis.  per 
cent.,  the  difference  betiresn  that  rate  and  5.  p«r  oeat.  being  anmially 
added  to  the  arrears. 

2f(.  The  Strathiay^Tunipihc 

extends  to  9i  miles,  with  two  tolls,  one  of  which  is  shared  with  the 
Timnuil  .Bridge  Trust. 

1856-57.  1857-58. 

BareMe,  .  L.150  10    0       L.163  10    0 

ISeroad  is  i6a!nfained  by  contract  for  about  L.88.    The  surveyor  has 
a  salary  of  Ij.7,  Ob.  6d.,  and  the  clerk  and  treasurer  L.5. 
The  road  is  in  good  order,  and  the  revenue  rather  increasing. 

The  debt  oonsista  of — 
Atmooikt  of  p^oTJOMots  by  Trustees  under  thair. 
liabilities  for  money  borrowed,  for  which  they 
ne  now  crediton  on  seeiuity  of  the  toUs,,        L.1,300    0    0 
Interest  unpaid  at  Whitsunday  1858, 5  per  cent.,        286  18    4 

L.1,586  18    4'      ' 


L.19,18416J' 


Vl>«fcf»  paid  dn  the  preltra'b&  aflit  of  I,*8*  i 
--  ng  OA  othet  creditors  hfu  yielded  thcnt  oal 

yean  nearly  3  ji^  cent  on  rtio  ainonnt  of  a^ 
_e  from  f(Ub|Kri|Jfions  iMd  pcrth"  ftvm  pftftaffl 
lUlidca  tor  ifloner  borton  cd    bever&l  of  t»ef*rt 

b^  to  borrow  lot  the  purpose  airf  i  ■ '     "  "  ' 


..^^     .^^^S_^JiMKed  their  e8tjilt»«ntb,tljeKmouiit 

?{(%)  Iimt)!^  19  n^ier  flnchiating.  and  fnlly  one  HutA  ot  it  b  drttrtA 

^xm  <!fttt|e  1^  sheep  pa^g  from  the  bc»th  ^ 


i6    r^e  aTtmnwrtBrKfje  2  irayiile 
I  !  jMtaida  t<t  S2  miJiM,  ?ith  tlp^  )«Uit  / 

iSm47  MBTSSS    ' 

Revenne  L  620  13    5        L  568    4    6 

The  road  is  ^l  Vj  c<%ttiurt  ilnd  for  the  I^  t#o  yrsan  Uie  coet  hM 
iMkM  L.M3   3b    4d(  'Mr  unrain  indudiiig  I  iei\  Jt  4A   ib  ^aeitjaA 
taiMTf     Tboclerkuid  trea«urcr»ialuiei«iwJxUb 
The  debt  conaista  of — 
Sums  originaUr  borrmtod  Oit^liAraoiAl eecurity/.: 

M  creditoHi  on  the  Wlla,     .       ,.■,/.    ,r(.   ;.  M-^fl   ^^  pft,  -M 
AcenmuUtionB  of  interest  nnpaid  &t  nfutmin- 
dBjl858,  ,  ,.,        ,',,,-        ,    '.-       :  1.379  12    1 


l..i'fi7i 


-,  <)''ii" 


The  surplus  revtAUQ  isi  divided  Kuong  tlie  eroditQrf^.iindlWijmliWlI 
tlienijoii;uBKeTf4[at:iq)iraAd><>f.ljpCT^Q(&t.:D4theMnciw^of.tt>eiCiir^' 

dpftl'debt.!      .'>,....  I  ,:,,.■..    I  ,,     : ,,  ,,:.  .;r 

'"'-'■'    ■    ';   ST."  Tfte  IplTiit  JWpt^f^  fioofi  ■  ■■{i 

.iB-«pwtitmt*d,nn4er,'the  Apt  ,10  Gcp.  IV.„  cap.  61,  wid  p«*ea .though 
tliree  counties — Fife,  Kinross,  and  Perth.    Inclodiug  the  bnuidi  to  fiuntt- 
iilaud  from  Cowdenbeath,  the  rood  extends  to  39)  miles,  whereof  in  Fife 
about  17),  in  KiriaqH  It,  MidiaMVrtMutv-HH^  V 
There ^iQ/all,q»r«ati| .'foils,  beii^i;^)c)tH^^<lS:%«- .,.; 

1856-57.  1857-68. 

Revennivi.,  ..  \  ...  ,  ■■■•■■<  \-  L.fl.aW,  1«\  *  il..»416  12  1 
,  ,Iftt«ntft0j»O(s?vWdwp^eyor'a,iai»T7,  ,.&5A,.1*,.'M.  .■  i--i  ^.'M[  -% 
The  mrrefor  has  L.150,  the  clerk  L.25,  uid  the  treasurer  L.75  per  annnn- 

nie  debt  conmM ol^ '^  "     '    ^  ■■  '"  "■  ■  '^    ■'  >'    ■■■'■ 
.'i.'DiigindiUikiiAiBeaafediltfiboMds'wilitpHiaDhl    '    "    ^    •  ':<  '<■<'■ 
secnritT,  ,  .        (  .     -:    .,^i.r.„L;U;»l  -  0  ll-<'<'-- 

Leas,  paid  up  bjr  some  of  thoee  obliganta  under 
their  liaWEties,  ,:,..  v    .  '^  .n     1;.  2,559    9    3 


Ronainson  personal  secuntj,  .        L.L2,l£tl/li',;,S. ,. 

Advances  on  aecuri^  of  the  tolls 

«i(y,,,  .       .  ...     1.19,48fl,W    ^  ,   V    , 

Paid  i^p  as  aboTci  and  lor  which  , 

'■'"(tepirtteBtopftJitigncrttilitolc  ■::.■-■'-■■     ■  1  •:■    ■  ' .:  '"- 

as  creditOTs  on  the  tolls,  2,559    9    3  '•      " 


.  ■    ■,    .     i;i    .  .Sottlbemiwed-niDoayv        ■    ■..'  ,1*9*^171  1ft    7-j  « 

Tbe  Edinburgh;  t>erth,  knd  thibdeC  Bailway  Companir  are  ttedef  ft 
obligation  to  pay  Ii.14,000  as  compensatiou  to  those  Trust«es  wtu  ue 


1^  ^  ti)  jiriaapa^^ mtereat.  ;  The  capita  su  _-  vt>v: -n; 

Mgjbepn  jf  wr  cent,,  and  uof  4^  tfiii  ,rfa^ 

,,    nd  mt^rest  has"  Ikitliertd.  "li^OpaiifrtOi.t,  ,        ^      ,,^     ^at  ,  , 

The  revenue  liaa  suffered  ven-inueh  from  the  wtaljIialHn^Iit'Ol  AiTlWrjL 
h»Ting  fallen  from  an  ayerage  of  L.6,000  or  E:7,000  per  anli(lin,'tDl.l',98o 
in  1858-59.  A  still. fartlier  rednctioo  is  anticipated  from  the  extenuon 
ofnulwam  ■.-.■■■■T    'l.T..    .TT  „-,T  .., . 

ABurpIns  of  atlikft  ITI^otf  4«ta:elr^eM;y[  ttfM'fattndst  WUtanndtj' 
185f|,-a]^^f»blc  towu^ntclfction  oi  debt. 

-JK^taiwd^MUyiB  Rarfirdtitt),Jni«h.tbe'excQptton«f  li.s^lMintiie 
ooantjr of  Ptfth.    (S*!B>ilM«biTMjir«:il&>:]'.'j  l.:.,  -A,.;,  ,Ai    .>'..^. 

-^IW'6f'Mh^4l/'tt[W'J:4ittii;^df'ptt^''4llti'll3Uto^  and 

.i_J!.  _'.*'' ??;  Tie  CarROckatuTKemut Turnpike'''"  ^^  " '' 
ia  n^^en  tt^jC^^oea-sbire  Roads  Act,  and  has  6^  miles  in  PerUisbiie, 
iLii  >■*■!  lewgtt  of  the  road  being  9  miles,  whereof  (a  mDe  is  in  Clack- 

iaMyrfurilb^<'liDd'2'iirttMlWl<m''''7hM'af^tttto«»tb.'-T  "/''''   "if 

-'iigiViM«!rike«*ei'tMue'foi<'tli^1aetttti^7B«M'lui»'beca''£..14e':  '4''"9<' 

The  aTerage  expense  of  maintenance  and  management,      118'  'O'll' ' 

The  surveyor  has  L.I^,<th|(,tr^aBt4):^,Zi.,$i^.',,Mtd  the  clerk  I..2,  2s. 

The  debt  consists  of  L.^&61,  ti^g  BuhecriptionB  for  maUng  the  road. 

iit  rWeiM  ii;Biiffib{ent'fct'ke^S'^QA>(ttd,'ld»lM«l»^ 

SI.    Tif'jStirJtlJJplawtfLZilivtolM  JIuMpibsyl   nr  .^Vi   Ji:o.,m 

I     si  ■.ta;...trhe^  Okirii^ilf-Wett  StirlingMre  T«mpikn.i'i-"n 
lU  1^^  i  faTlongk''40  '^i^ln  I%^(fih&i'.''<  (m  ^miffs^Ml'M-  8.) 

.JIUHiiJj;  i>[r.7.,liFiiit,::Ti.f   nil  imi:  A.»J..i  J'i-A'.-:\i  .u,,:  .1  >.,;il  1,1.^111^,  ■„[! 

33.  The  Kinrom  and  Alloa  7iirqpt^^,,,,>  ;.{ ,[>  .,^[l' 
Tith  6}  miles  in  ClnHnnawnaii;!  wndi  tiih-^Sataa^^  liki  tmilwi^ii'  Perth- 
thJr<J  ((Sel^mUUunnau,  No.  2.)  /nrniO''. 

(MrJ?."^, f  2Ci  miles,  h^s  4^  miles  in  Perthahire. .  (See  Clack- 

35.  The  tb^^iiikliM^eTjInj^lfe-^^^^ 
(an  niilea  in  length),  has  8^  milej.fp,  feft^ife,  .XS«;aa(*iiiiinan, 
^•-  »■)  P.    (•    0.-'-..>:  ,.il...i  ■  ifT  M.,  sT>iii..r, :.. 

^ 36.  The  Dunhelii  Bridge 

WMTertffaf'itnttw'an  Act  pa86e**?>tli.TM<(j'1W8i  (W-ifieo.  UL,  cap.  88). 

■,<^:«W7„vi,.i^,  ^M.^m.ym^.}!?  H-^'-mm^^'^  ^  ^^ 


du;. 


Ok  Id^fMfC* 

^f.         ia  stated  to  hav«  been  L.26,951^  7b.  4iL.  bofiides  a  sum  vti  'L.7,0^,  Jb.  m^ 

in  aU  L.33^8,  1^  Id. 

The  Act  authorifled  nomgy  to  be;faoKTOv^.oti  thacocmity  of  tibe  f6«l> 
ng^^^t^.aix  extent  oot  expQeduvB;X^^QOQ,.«t  aiate  of  .mteowtjnat  «i* 
ooeamg  5  per  cent. 

The  Act  farther  provides  that,  when  the  borrowed  znoney  aiid  intaBiVk 
tbelNOa  tihall  hftTebem  repaid,  ihe  pontoge  tolb  shall  be  ledooedone- 
tbixd,  a»d  shall  eease  altogethflr  as  sooa  l&reafter  as  a  Teaerre  fupd  df 
L.  1,500  has  been,  aeoimiilated,  for  repabraod  maintenanoe  of  tiie  bxaigs. 

Nearly  the  whole  of  the  L.  18,000  is  stated  to  have  been  actu^By  ob- 
tmed  on  .loan,  the  IKike  giving  his  personal  security  citibet  by  bcw  or 
promissory  note,  in  addition  to  an  assignation  to  the  toHs.  A  piivaie 
Estate  Act,  obtained  in  1853,  contains  a  schednle  giving  the  names  of  the 
creditors,  and  the  amounts  of  the  different  loans ;  and  the  total  principal 
sum  then  sooored  by  virtue  qT  the  Bridge  Aet  was  theraiB  stakd  at 
L.17,790. 

The  bridge  was  opened  for  traffic  in  1808,  and  the  prodnce  of -the- pont- 
age duties  horn  tha^date  to  July  1851  is  stated  at    L.34,659  13    9 

Add  the  amount -iibcyveHA«nt]oned,  as  ^rec^iV^ 
fromtheOomiKiMkmAtBOfiSigUandBa^  7,027    9-  9 


■i 


Making  the  total  receipta  up  1x>  1851,    .  .    L.41,687    3    6 

The  discharge  is  stated  aaiollows : — 
Expense,  of  building  bridge,  as 

above,        .  .  .    L.8S,078  If '  1 

Expenditure  on  account  of  ditto 

--1808  to  1851,     .  :  8,943  IS  TO 

Interest  due  on.  the  account,         60,142  10  11 

0Sfi^5    1  TO 

Ualance  due  by  the  bridge  as  at  81st  Dedember 

1851,  .  .  .  .  .    L.56,377  18    4 


The  balance  at  Slat  December  1857  has  been  in- 
l  creased  ta  *  ..  .  .  .    LJ)8,G94    9    0)V 

i  Interest  'is  teartycbarge^  m  the  ooeoimtfr  at '5  pet*  cwit.'on  the  tctjil 

original  cost  (L.26,951,  7s.  4d.),  irrespective  of  the  rates  actually  paid 
to  the  creditors;  and  as  the  rervenue  has  been  insuflcient  to  meet ^ 
charge,  the  debt  has  been  constancy  inereaaing. 

From  1808  to  1856  the  pontage  was  let,  but  for  the  last  two  years  it 
has  been  collected  by  a  paid  collector,  eatd  the  revenue  has  c^reatly  in- 
a-eased,  via.,  fromL,9.41  in  1855-56. to  L- 1^417,  lSa..lOd.i»  185i»-57 ;  b»t 
t]m  increase  is  partly  ascribed  to  the  opening  oi  the  Dunkeld  I^ilwaf^ 

An  action  is  at  present  in  dependenod  before  the  Court  of  Seesion  be- 
tween the  Trustees  of  the  Buke  of  Atholl  and  the  Pciitiuaster-C»enci*I, 
under  which,  it  is  probable,  that  the  true  amouut  of  the  debt  affecting 
tlio  bridge,  in  terms  of  the  Act,  will  be  judicially  determined. 

r 

37,  The  Perth  Bridge 

over  the  Tay  was  built  by  subscriplioki,'  under  4*i  AM;  dsted  tJfih,  I^e" 
j.ontage  was  taken  off  in  1788,  at  which  date  the  subseriptlons  hadhtea 
;J1  repiud,  and  a  fund  of  L.  1,500  accumulatad  fc^  repah«< 

The  revenue  now  consista  of  interost  at  3 J  per  cent,  on  L.  1,873, 8fl.  8d'* 
in  city  of  Perth  bonds  of  annidty,  and  rent  of  house  property  let  at  IM. 
— in  all  about  L.80  per  annum,  whicli  is  barely  sufficient  lor  ordiaary  , 
repairs.  


cfi* 

^QKWh  in  m  ji^iM  ui^to :  ib»Jj^  ioiBiMitfoatih  on  the  oa]^iia2,  even  for      GtHWIr 
exfivOKdiiBiiT'  repairs,    -  •  _^ 

if^  "tM  #M»t  9(or6i  Itcfedy  and  'was  bttUt*tUDder  a  speoiKl  Aei^  passed  in 

ibiifWi^kikg^  was  takem.off  in.X35Q,'Whenih6><lQji>t  wa^  paid  off,.aAd.«>^ 
f^fftj^ldZJ  hidmiQ  {orMpWcBng  the  bn4g9'    That  fund  }m  WW 
McuHwIated  to      .  .  ,  :    ,.    L.:^&M   0:  O;. 

■Onliexitablebond,       .  .      L.2000    0    0 

fa  Parth  JJank,       .     .  .  5tH    0    0 

■II'  •  w^— "*«»iM^'^^»»i»  1 

L.25H    0    0 


' '  I 


Bioteedaiof  fiideof  pcntaga-'lioii^,  180^  0    0 

:  '  !  L.36€ri    0    0 

There  has  1)66X1  no  outlay  on  repairs  for  a  nmnber  of  yeasa.  The 
akrieii  otctexk.a^d  jkreaaure:r  amount  to  L*10, 10a. 

Staxhtb  LiJiotTB  Rcufifi* 

He  aftatote  Idbour  roads  axe  regulated  bf  the  Oounty  Act,  panej  in 
ISll.  The  county  is.  divide  into  11  distriats,  each  under  a&psimte 
management. 

"Ae  rate  of  asMesaient  Tariea  aoe(«rding  to  the  wanfta  of  the  ^district, 
and  is  leviable  on  ploughgates,  as  defined  in  the  Act^  Practically,  :thia 
ttadvea^tielf  into  a  rate  on  rerttal,  and  is  payable  wholly  by  occupants. 
Aere  is  abo  a  rate  on  houses  according  to  a  scale,  the  maadmum  being  ^. 

The  whole  statute  labour  roads  in  the  county  extend  to  ^>oub  lil64 
ndes.  '  Th;j&  ratea  in  the  difFerent  districts  vary  from  2^.  to  4d..  .per  £ 
« the  DoaioL    !Qie  average  is  about  3d.  per  £. 

Aa  abstract  of  returns  by^e'diatriet  cferies,  shivwing^  the  average  iiw 
oome  and  ^pctidittre  for  the  last  five  years,  wiU'be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

From  thi6  abstract  it^  appears  that  iAte  annual  cost  for  maintenanoe^ 
induding  surveyors^  salary^  is  L.6540  10    0    or   L.5  12    4i  per  nule. 

£i|)en&ei»  of  managamentf     .    479  17  11    „        9    8    2|- 

Extiraordinary  expenses,        «     299  IB    7    „        .0    ^    1} 


11 


••.•••"•*.*• 


I,.7320    6    6    or    L.6    5    9  pear  mili-, 

ft  is  to  be  obecrved,  however,  that  only  five  of  the  districts  liave  dk- 
trict  surveyors,  vii.,  Perth,  Auchterarder,  Carse  of  Gowric,  Crieff,  anil  Diiii- 
kdiland  Atholo.  In  the  others,  the  money  ia  allocated  among  the  pre  - 
prirteia,  andlaid  out  at  their  sight,  or  at  the.sigbt  o^  parii^  committtcv. 

'  BiittxSfe  MoNEr.    " 

Under  tho  Statute  Labour  Act  of  1811,  an  agsessment  of  dOs.  Soots  mt 
weryL.100  Scots  valuation,  is  leVied  anntiallyas  bridge  money,  a^pli- 
caUer-to  bondgfia,  '^n  fltatv^  labowr  roads.  Whis  assessment  mnv>uiit»  to 
^^^da..8d.(.and'  ia  now  raided  acootding  to  tho  r^  rent.  Oiie-haU 
the  amount  is  appaft|^»ied  aaion^  thi^  districts- /or  onyttAiy  repairs,  s^ud 
tbe  olhflr  h^  is  iUpcated-  by  the  gianei^  jnaetiug  of  I^xul  Trustees,  u[  ax 
spe(ailia|mli(ia¥on»io(r  particular  bridges  throughout  the  Q<mn1^^  'iiio- 
ona-W^jWdbi  i»'^pauaed  by  the  Distxiot  Trueteesi  lia3  been  iududed  iu 
the  amount  of  revenue  and  expenditure  of  statute  labour  roads. 


dii 


StporL 


County 

of 
iVrtb. 


BUBOHS. 

Cmr  OF  Pebih. 

The  Btreets  and  roads  within  the  ParUamentax^  bonndarieB  of  the  taSsj 
of  Perth  are  estimated  to  extend  to  about  23^  mika. 

Aportion  of  these,  consisting  of  6^  miles,  are  maintained  bj  seven  differ- 
ent liirnpike  Trusts ;  and  there  are  four  toll-bars  within  the  Parliamentaij 
boundaries,  whilst  there  are  three  immediatelT  b^ond  these  bonndarieB. 

About  1^  miles  of  road  are  maintained  by  the  Statute  Labour  Trastees, 
and  a  similar  extent  by  the  Earl  of  Kinnoull ;  whilst  about  5|  miles  are 
maintained  by  the  Burgh  and  Harbour  Gommiasioners,  and  che  remainder 
by  the  proj^etors  and  others. 

The  estmiated  cost  of  maintaining  the  whole  23^  miks  within  the 
burgh  is  L.1,236,  viz. : — 

The  Burgh,  .  .  .  .  .      L.465  10    0 


Harbour  CommisBionerB, 
Bridge  do., 

Earl  of  Kinnoull, 
Turnpike  Trustees, 
Statute  Labour  Trustees, 
Proprietors, 
Unknown, 


90  15  0 

82    0  0 

70    0  0 

825    0  0 

88    0  0 

170  15  0 

48    0  0 


L.1286    0    0 


The  streets  within  the  royalty,  upheld  by  the  burgh,  are  maintained 
br  a  rate  of  8d.  per  £,  levied  on  occupiers  within  the  royalty,  and  sap- 
plemented  from  the  burgh  funds  to  the  extent  (as  authoniaed  by  the 
Police  Act)  of  L.200. 

No  statute  labour  money  is  'evied  within  the  royalty,  and  none  ib 
applied  to  streets  within  it. 

There  is  no  causeway  mail  levied ;  but  the  petty  customs  are  partlv 
chargeable  on  goods  passing  through  the  town.  By  an  agreement  with 
the  railways,  L.500  per  annum  is  received  from  them  for  pet^  customs. 

Culross, — No  return  has  been  received  from  this  burgh,  oj  the  Fbt- 
llamentary  Ketum,  there  appears  to  be  8  miles  6  furlongs  lo4  yardb  of 
roads  within  its  boundaries  maintained  out  of  statute  kbour  funds,  at  an 
average  cost  of  L.19,  9s.  3d. 


From  the  foregoing  statement,  and  the  abstracts  in  the  Am>fflidix,  it 
appears  that  the  average  annual  cost  of  the  whole  roads  and  bridges  in 
toe  county  of  Perth  is  as  follows : — 

Turnpike  roads, 

Bridges  of  Pertii,  Dunkeld,  and  Earn, 

Statute  labour  roads, 

CuuDty  bridge  money. 


L.10,899  16  11 

115  10    0 

7,440  11    9 

424    5    8 


The  turnpike  and  bridge  debt  consists  of — 
Soured  by  the  personal  obligation  of  some  of 

the  Trustees,  .        . 

Secured  by  assignation  to  tlie  tolls  only, 
Accumulated  interest, 

Funds  on  hand. 
Statute  labour  road  debt, 


L.18,380    3  11 


L.61,3d9  13    9 

228,034    5    6 

73,30(>    5  10 


L.d62,680    5    1 
4,922  19  11 

£^7^757    6~  2 
729  13_0 

L.358,486'T8^ 


Scofrov. 


.thelurDpikeB — viz.,  tbe  Renfrew  anJ'Greeno^l^cqaip  JP^'^Kd^^ 

''^&—4ure' regulated  by  ail  Act  pasg^A  i^lSPv  'ptSp.^l^Wjp  of  the 

Inmpike  roads  in  the  county  arfe' under  ihe  llennr^w^^ij^  Road 


^    «'    '^ .1.  The^'Em/rewshire'Turnpikes''  .^="'>'t^"  J 

cAafcof'^WA,  TU.,  the  QorbalB  Road  the  Kihtttmoek  iUmd,  the 


sreof,  within omnty of  Lanaxk,       .  < u il'   ^  t  r^ t  >2l  -IBS' I 

•i  .Jon  i'itc  ./MjiYOl  0({J  iiii(T>  f  -  •--•"  i;f  vv"r.-.(iT  ip"f'"i  -iinhJ*  ni4- 

^  u  hubm  ^\  .4<a  .'4'  »lj»r 

^rvr  tfm-^.^»?fffitKi94/^^^  4y»  |kfse«ift«fa^)^iie9«<B«Bb(toof 

\  ■,A^<^dieA¥f9ragQaft9mfQ6tofmfkiotea^mfie.aAdT  .1    •'    i   /'    .  •>(  i  I 
:  :.  ..|BJaj»gfflOWt/iwi^  *•  •>  .1.. ..  <  >-. 

ing  extras),    .  .  ..].;  .  i;.,'jial  iJl^firiB  JA  4i 

Of  which  expenditure  there.  i&  amnually  paid  by  the  Gorbals  Road 

,r\'Jm^m^^1^Siir^Sif^'^^  inriehuse. 

cipality,      ,      .  .  --• ../."  ■♦  .1  •.-. ...»  -i  I'Li^MOcO  -.0 

j^rf<iiV)||i99ijt|iining  the  6  miles  2  {iirloiKs  187. ».  ••  '  *      .  ;  T 


xplry' 

bin  presently  withiik  tbtt^tAufilci^iiftsF  ttre  tof  hef^taibVed  beyond  the  rnn- 
nilipai  lxkiiiittlw»  and  the  streets  are  to  be  open  to  the  puWc  fre^of  toll. 
Th^deM'fali*;:^  s^  Renftew^ire  Tumpi&es,  as  at  Whitsundi^y  1858, 
'•JilrstitWil  '":''    X.e^'pOC  IT'  4: 

Thk  iir  ^MiMsei  of—  .. 

' '  1f/D«M/tecared  by  the  personal  obli^tion    •'       ■  ^=    -      '  ^ 


,.    4^;%itttfe8)  besides  an  assignation  to 


*  .(•'-.•t  j««  .»i 


2^(aakMa.i8.8 


:_^ ' ' ' ;  Carry  iarwd,       .       IU2^36  18    9 


cliv  jR#>|^r£; 

County  Broujiht  forwanl,         .        L. 32,536  18    8 

*{.**  2.  Tostponed    debt  to   the 


Jlciifrcw 


Glasgow,  Kilmarnock, 
and  Ayr  Railway  Com- 
pany, ^      .        L.18|OO0    a    0' 

i\4  Do.  to  Caledonian  liail- 

xvjiy  Company,      .  10,000     0     0 

4v  Dp.  to  Greenock  and 
pjii&Iey  Railway  Com- 
pfiiiies,       .  .  l.SdJ    0    0 


I^.S^jHu.)    0    0 
5.  lutcrt'bt  accrued  on  the 

above,        .  .  7,334  IS    8 


37,350  18    n 
"L.69,006  17     4 

On  the  L.32,586,  18s..  8d.  interest  has  beea  regularly  paid  at  the 
market  rate. 

On  debt  No.  2,  which  was  a  payment  by  the  Bailtray  Oompnny  as  Cf>m- 
pensation  lor  loss  of  revenue,  interest  at  4  per  «ent.  has  been  regukrly 
pa«d.  except  during  1866-67  and  ISST'-SS)  wten  the  revenue  was  absorbed 
by  improvements  and  Parliamentaiy  expensee.  (Since  Whitsunday  18^, 
a  year's  interest  has  been  paid,  besides  a  sum  of  L.  1,014,  4b.  Sd.  applied 
towards  reduction  of  debt.)    This  debt  b  postponed  to  No.  1 . 

Debt  No.  3  is  due  to  the  Caledonian,  as  in  right  of  the  Glasgow  aiul 
Barrhead  Railway  Company,  being  also  aa  amount  paid  as  compensati<n]. 
This  debt  b  postponed,  both  as  to  principal  and  interest^  to  all  the  other 
debts. 

Debt  No.  4  was  also  a  payment  as  compensation,  and  on  it  there  has 
accrued  an  arrear  of  interest  of  L.1,004,  Ids.  8d.,  which  is  included  in 
No.  5. 

2.  The  Renfrew  and  Greenock  Turnpike 
extends  to  13  miles,  with  four  tolb. 

The  average  annual  revenue  for  the  three  years  preceding  Whitsiin<i:.y 
1858  appears  to  have  been  .  .  .        L.  1,249    0    0 

And  t)ie  average  annual  cost  of  maintenance  and 
mnnflgetnent  for  the  same  period,     .  ^QG    7  11 

The  debt  on  this  road  b  vei^  large,  and  is  chiefly  due  to  parties  who 
had  originally  been  personally  hable  for  the  debt  of  the  road,  who  had  to 
pay  up  the  amount  of  their  liabilitiee.  L.20/)00  b  In  this  way  held  by 
the  Corporation  of  Glasgow,  and  the  remainder  by  the  burghs  of  Rcnfrev., 
Port-Olasgow,  and  Greenock,  and  by  ten  county  gentlemen — the  only 
security  being  an  assignation  to  the  tolls.  The  totbl  amount  of  debt  uDc'er 
tWsheadis  .....  L.47,632  12  7 
Bdlflhcc  ^f  interest  unpaid  on  this  debt,  calculated  ' 

at  fif 'per  cent.,  ....  31,331  18    5 


'    L.78,8e4  11     6' 
Th^^e  {^  ttlsd  postponed  debt  amohnting  to       .  4»405    b    5 


i  I 


1.83,269  11     5 


The  average  interest  hitherto  paid  on  the  debt  of  L.479532, 128. 7d.  has 
been  under  2  per  cent. 
On  the  postponed  debt  no  interest  has  been  paid. 


R^pott^ 


aV 


:i   ' 


3.  Tlie  Kelft^  Bridge  Rodd 
extends  to  14  miles,  with  three  tolls. 

The  average  annoal  revenue  foor  the  thk-ee  years  preceding*  Wiiitsnndaj 

1858  appears  to  have  been   .  .        '-  ,        L.1,188    0    0 

And  the  average  annual  cost  of  maintenance  and 

management  for  the  same  period,  .  500    7    9 

The  debt  on  this  road  is  entirely  due  to  the  Ccffpova^on  of  Greenock, 

and  is  held  by  them  on  the  security  Of  an  assignation  to  the  tolls  onlyv 

At  the  date  of  the  assignation  the  debt  amounted  to     L.l  1,202  13    1  ' 

Balance  of  interest  unpaid,  calculated  at  5  per  cent.^      3,310    4    6 

L.14»51-2  17     7 

A^er  maintaining  the  road,  the  revenue  was  last  year  sufficient  to  paj 
5  per  cent  interest  on  the  debt,  and  as  it  is  improving,  it  is  hoped  that 
this  may  be  continued. 

4.  The  Ea9tuH>od  Road  ' 

is  A  short  tnmpike  in  the  .parish,  of  E«u8twood,  16  nodles  in  Length,  with  ^ne 
toll— *4he  revenue  .from  which  is  about  L.  40,  whilst  the  expenditure  on 
the  road  last  year  was  above  L^3^  and  has  always  been  about  denltle  the 
revenue.  The  deficiency  is  made  up  by  Sir  John  MaxweU,  Bart^  of  Palloc, 
through  whose  estate  the  £oad  passes. 
There  is  no  debt  charged  against  the  road. 

5.  The  Eagleshame  Road 

is  another  short  turnpike  in  the  parish  of  Eagleshame,  fdur  or  ^ve  miles 
in  length,  with  one  toll,  yielding,  on  an  average,  L.15  to  L.25,  which  suf- 
fices to  keep  the  road  in  repair.    There  is  no  debt  on  the  road. 

6.  ThrU'MUe  Hotise  Turnpike. 

This  road,  extending  in  all  to  3  miles  142  ^ards,  has  1  mile  1  furlong 
140  yards  in  the  countjr  of  Renfrew,  the  remainder  being  in  the  county>of 
Lanark.    (See  Lanark,  No.  10.) 

7.  The  Yoker  Turnpike, 

extending  in  all  to  9  miles  5  furlongs,  has  3  furlongs  180  yards  in  the 
county  of  Renfrew.    (See  Lanark,  No.  21.) 

Stayutb  Labour  Roads  and  Bri£»ob8. 

The  statute  labour  roads  in  the  county  of  Renfrew  extend  to  300  viilcs 
4  furlongs  144  yards,  and  are  regulated  under  a  local  Act  passed  \n  1792. 
The  assessment  is  levied  and  managed  parochially,  the  amount  raised  iu 
one  parish  not  being  applicable  to  roads  in  another.  Tliere  ivS.  i\  «eparatc 
surveyor  fi)r  each  parish,  although  in  some  cases  the  same  individual  m^iy 
act  for  more  than  one. 

The  assessment  is  levied  on  lands  in  the  cess  books,  according  to  the  old 
Soots  vali^ition.  There  is  also  a  rate  on  horses,  and  on  })oikf^io)4i^riu 
These  several  rates  vary  very  much  in  different  parishes,  as  wiU  »p;x>ar 
from  the  fbJiQwinf  .Stfite  :— 
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TliatotidMKniiit  zantd  by  ■wnwnint  met  tltt  whel*«oiiBlff.on  ^^ 
Mreiage  of  the  laal  three  jeasa,  has  been  aboai  L.394£0..  of 

There  are  on! j  three  parishes  in  which  th«re  «re  debts  of  anj  oonsider-     K^nftww 
aMeamoimt. 

Tfaeie  are  Ozeenock,,  In  nrhidbi  there  is  a  debt,  amounting,  in  October 
18M,  to       ....  .        L.3,501     1  11 

Ptrt-GJasgow,  ....  809  15    6 

And  PoUockshawa,  326  14    3 

Bubohb. 

6ri0BR^ik.<i^The  streets  and  roads  within  the  Parliamentaxy  boiindaciee 
flfthe  bnxgb  of  Greenock  extend  in  all  to  about  18^  miles. 

Of  these,  3i  miles  are  maintained  by  the  Turnpike  Trustees.  Ther^ 
ire  three  toll^Murs  within  the  Parliamentary  bounoaries — Tiz.,  Cartsdyke, 
Bnchilston,  and  Gourock. 

About  8^  miles  of  streets  and  roads  are  maintained  by  statute  labour 
taesmenty  wliich  is  levied  at  the  rate  of  2d.  per  £  on  all  property  rented 
ftt  Ij.3  and  npwaids.  The  amount  annually  expended  on  these  roads  is 
about  L.395. 

The  remaining  roads  and  streets  in  the  burgh  (about  6^  miles)  are 
upheld  by  a  paving  rate  under  a  local  Act,  the  amount  annmdly  expended 
being  about  L.652. 

Upwards  of  L. 4,000  was  last  year  expended  upon  repairing  and  im- 
provrng  one  of  the  streets,  about  half-a-mile  in  length.  This  included 
L  1,850  for  the  purchase  of  old  properties. 

PaiiUy, — Within  the  ancient  royalty  there  are  about  10  miles  3  fur- 
longB  of  streets,  part  of  which  are  maintained  by  the  Turnpike  Trustees, 
and  the  remiunder  by  the  Town  Council,  under  the  Act  32  Geo.  III.,  cap. 
68,  and  8  and  9  Vict.,  cap.  4,  by  means  of  an  assessment  which  has  varied 
from  4d.  to  6d.  per  £  on  the  annual  rent— one-half  being  paid  by  land- 
lords, and  tbe  oUier  balf  by  tenants.  The  annual  revenue  thus  raised  is 
about  L.900. 

Within  the  new  town,  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  Cart,  about  2  miles 
3  forlongs  of  streets  are  managed  under  the  same  Act  by  manacezB  elected 
I9  the  feuars.  The  rate  of  assessment  is  4d.  per  £,  and  tne  amount 
leried  about  L.XOO. 

Within  tbe  Parliamentary  boundarv,  about  8  miles  2  furlongs  of  streets 
and  roads  are  upheld  by  the  County  Turnpike  Trustees,  at  an  annual  cost 
<if  about  L.679.  There  are  six  toll-bars  within  the  Parliamentary 
boundary,  and  the  gross  vev«nue  dinum  at  these  bars  is  about  L.2,635. 

About  4  nules  2  fnrlengs  of  statute  labour  roads  are  upheld  by  the 
Abbey  Parish  Boad  Trustees.  The  rate  a(  assessment  levied  is  3s.  on  all 
iMJes  above  18,  and  fie.  on-  houses  above  Ii.10,  with  lOs.  for  each  horse. 
%  nte  on  land  is  4}d.  per  L.lOO  Scots.  By  these  rates  a  sum  of  abont 
L.85  B  nused  and  expoukd  annually  within  the  Parliamentary  boun- 
oaiies. 

^^e  ttftel  extent  of  streets  and  roads  embraced  under  the  above  four 
beads  is  25  miles  2  furlongs,  and  the  annual  expenditure  on  them  L.1.664. 
Mdes  which,  it  is  estimated  that  there  may  be  imwarda  of  6  miles  of 
v^roadb  and  lanes  not  under  the  charge  of  any  pubnc  body. 

P^orUQUugcw. — The  total  extent  of  streets  and  roads  within  the  Par- 
wienttty  bomuiary  is  stated  at  6,830  yar^  whereof  1,072  yards  are 
J^Dtained  by  the  Turnpike  Road  Trustees.  There  is  one  toll  within  the 
Parliamentary  bomidary. 

The  remaining  roads  and  streets  are  upheld  out  of  the  police  rate»  in 
oopjnnction  with  the  statute  labour  assessment  in  the  parish,  which  is  at  ' 

toe  rate'of  4d.  per  £  on  rental.    About  L.170  may  be  ammidHy  expended  } 
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of 
R(i88  and 
Cromarty. 


clviii  Sep^'. 

Renfrew. — The  whole  roads  and  streets  irithin  the  Parliamentary 
boundaricfl  are  stated  at  4^470  yarcU^  whereof  about  800  yards  are  dmuxi- 
tained  by  the  Turnpike  Trustees. 

The  remainder  of  the  roads  and  streets  are  upheld  out  of  Uie  commooi 
^od  of  the  buci^h,  or  by  means  of  statute  Jaoour  assessment,  which  is 
levied  at  the  rate  of  2s.  on  each  householder,  and  7s,  6d.  on  each  horse. 
-Of  Uie  amount  thus  raised  within  the  apcient  royalty,  two-thirds  .(or  about 
L^40)  are  paid  to  the  Magistrates^  and  expended  by  them  in  maintainiii^ 
the  streets  within  the  same.  The  remaining  one-third  is  paid  into  the 
statute  labour  funds  of  the  parish^  a(nd  applied  to  roads  beyond  the  royalty. 

From  the  foregoing  statement*  and  the  abstracts  in  the  Appendix,  it 
appears  that  the  average  annual  cost  of  the  whole  roads  in  the  county  of 
Renfrew  is  as  follows  :•— 

Turnpike  Roads,  .        .        .        .        .        ,    L.12,787  16  10 
fitatote  Labour  Roads  and  Bridges,      .  3,220    3    0 

L.  16,007  19  ,10 

Tlie  debt  consists  of— - 
Turnpike  debt. 

Secured  by  personal  oUigation  of  some  of  the  t 

Trustees,          ...        .        .        .  L.M,224    2.  » 

Secured  on  assignation  to  tolls  only,      .        .  '91,771  11     1  , 

.  AocQxuulated  interest,  .        .        .        .        .  41,^73    1    7 

•   ■■  '     L.164^08  16.  4    : 
'Funds  in  hand,     .  .        .        .-  747  16  00 

L.164,120  19    6  . 
Statute  Zab&ur  Road  dek,  .        ;  4^44  14    i 

I       III  I  wim  I    m     >i  ' 

L.168^5  Id  10 

XXVlL-rCOUNTIES  OF  ROSS  AND  CROBflARTY.      * 

The  total  length  of  public  roads  in  the  muted  counties  is  about  776  4Biles 
•-^HMkSttthig  of  2101  miles  of  ParUainentaffy  rofids,  under  the  charge  of 
'  the  Comtti^ioners  of  H^hkad  Roads  and  Bridges,  and  aboi^t  ^5|  i^iles 
of  statute' labour  roadfilL 

PARLUM^NTAinr  RoiDs.    . 

Tbe  paropeortion  of  the  Goyemment  grant  of  X^^iO^Qit  received  ai^titudly 
by  tbe  «o«nty  of  Ross,  is  fixed  by  ^tut^  at      .,    -  X.438    0    0 

There  is  raised  by  means  of  tolls,  ,ou  an  average  of  ' 

the  last  three  years»        •  ...  661  13    j^ 

And  the  balance  assessed  ^n  the  county,  ^  been  636    J$  ll 

Total  average  <ioSt  irf  maintehance,  L.2,036    0    8 

The  pnoportion  of  expenses  of  superintendence  )ihd  maiiDagetiieiit  applic- 
.  able  to  the  county,  but  which  is  wholly  defrayed  by  the  Gbmmlssionei^  u 
jBtated  by  them,  as  on  an  average,  L.379, 16s.  Id. 

Of  the  210^  miles  of  t^arliamentary  roads  wlthhk  the  coHiterty,  tber4  are 
roads  extendmg  to  133  miles  which.  Jiave  no  toUs  upon  thetii.  On  the 
remainder,  consisting  of  77  miles  6  furlongs,  there  are  six  tolls.  These 
irere  imposed  by  desire  ^oftb^s  county;  In  order  to  alleiriate  tbe  burden  of 
;lhe  asses^meiit.  •  «  -.■..«-, 

The  ^kssmeiit' is l^ticfd  aesordingt^  tte  nfd;reiit ilndeP'tb^  Vnjuatiou 

Roll.  .i*^»".i  -iii'.:iv'> 
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STAmysK  Labdur  BoiDs*  ' 

The  statnte  Ubour  roads  in  the  eonntios  of  Ross  and  Cronartyaiie 
r^^lated  by  a  local  Act  passed  in  1847,  entitled  '''The  Eo«  and 
Cromartyshire  Oistrfctftoads  Act,' 1847.* 

Tbe  qnaHficatiozt  of  a  TnMee  is  the  posseseibn  of  property  valued  at 
L.tbo  Stiots,  tod  there  are  aliro  certain  Trostees  w  cffhiiB. 

tTnder  the  A(^  the  county  is  dfrided  into  Vwelre  mstrictl^  but  these  aie 
now  inia^ased  to  fomteen,  in  oonseqtience  of  the  ffth  having'  been  divided 
into  three.   •  *  « 

Ba'dh  district  ifezcet^t  the 9th or  Lewis  District,  the  eircmieiaiicte.of 
which  are  exceptional)  has  a  separate  clerk  and  surveyor ;  but  there  is 
Gobf  one  colteetor  for  iall  the  county,  who*  receives  2  per  cent  on  his 
oouecfion;  In  several  eases  the  same  party  acts  as  clerk  or  surveyor  in 
more  than  one  district.  ' 

Hie  rate  of  assessment  is  limited  by  the  Act  to  Is.  per  .£' Scots  of 
valaed  rent,  payable  by  proprietors,  without  any  power  to  recover  from 
their  tenants,  whiqh  they  had  under  a  former  Act.  But  in  several  parts 
of  the  county  It  is*  usual  to  provide  in  the  leases  that  tenants  shall  pay 
one-half.  The  Act  farther  authorises  an  assessmepl,  not  exci^e^u^^^. 
per  £  sterling,  on  houses  above  L.IO. 

The  buigbs  of  Ding«aiyyTain,  F«];lx06ei  and  Cspoiarty  contribute  each 
afixedsnm^'^^ciled  in  the  Act,  to  the  districts  in  which  they  are  re- 
apefetiveljr  Mtnated. 

A  8;ie^a^  pudvisioa  is  contained  in  the  Act  i^^pUcable  to  the  iiargh  of 
Baretiy  of  8  tor  noway,  in  which  the  assessment  is  laid  upon  the  occupiers. 
It  is  ak6  provided^  Ihat  whilst  the  Island  of  Lewis  (forming  the  9th  Dis- 
trict^ contlailes  the  property  of  one  heritor,  it  shall  be  optipnid  to  him  to 
adepitlie  Aety-orta^lecline  the  same,  and  allow  the  roads',  bridges,  and 
ferried  to  be  itgulaled  by  the  General  Statute  Labour  Act. 

The  tafiei  of  assessment  actually  levied  variea  very  inuch  in  th^  4iffe- 
rent-distrietot— Ir  some  it  is  as  low  as  2d.,  whilst  several  are  at  the 
m^PTJum  tiAt'itt  Jis.  per  £  Scots  of  valued  rent. 

Tills  Uital  awuuul  of  statute  labour  assessment  in  the  county,  on  an 
average;  qf  fij^  }9f^  ;tln^  y eais,  hp  been  L.3,21  ^,  7*,  6d,         , 

The  practice  in  many  of  the  districts  is  to  uphold  the  roaas'under  con- 
tftCta^'  #hieh  generall^^endnre  for  m  period  of  thzi^  years. 

The*  debt  i»0eting  the  statut*  labmr  roads  may  by  the  Aqt  be  ^fii|;ed 
upon  tile  assHsmetata.  -  Itsl  amouat  ia  inooDsiderabiet  except  in  ^he  6th  or 
€(airloch,  and  the  8th  or  Cromarty  Districts.  Jo.  the  fprmer  it  amoprnts 
to  about  L.  1,600,  and  iras  ipcurred.  ei^tirebrvin  making  roads  in  conjunc- 
turn  with  the  JBighland  Destitution  Committee.  In  the  8th  District  the 
'SW  isjiatad  rftL.2,85e,  3s.  7d.,  and  wss  ctintracted  In  wwtoie'iWo  new 
roads,  in'  IB55-^6  and  I856-i57f  the  total  amount  4)iorr(irt^ed<'0n  the 
aeca^ty  of  the  asse^ment  havin jr  beidi  L.3^700',i--^f  whieh  L.^^DdO  is  to 
be  cepaiaXwith  4^  per  cent,  interest)  within  fourteen  ^earrt,  wnA  L.700  to 
be  tbereaflCT  repaid,  with  interest  at'  5  per  ii*eitt.  '       •  i » .  ^ ' 

""TJES^itfee  WM  erected  chiefly  by  means  of  P^irliamentary  grants  of 

.  J^\9i7ilfk.if&y^}^  by  the  counfies  of  Invern^^sS,  Rcss,  Sutherland,  and 

Caithness,  m  twenty-tWjO  annual  irwtalmentSj  at  the  rate  of  ^ J  percent. 

Xl^  pinn«irt.4nrt^?Knt  payabje  by  the  county  of  Boss  fs  ti.21l,  IT*.  3d. 

•(See inii«5w^),j,,  ,^, .;,,',,';    ,/    ,  '      . ,.   . 

'  <JW<iyi»lill>»*By'aeotioaao  of  the:(;i^iii^:Aet,  the  a8»^sfw[i«nt payable  by 
the  boxgh  of  Dinigwall  is  fixed  at  a  sum  not  exceding  L40.. 
'     Ihfe  pdaapkL  rimi  m  tkm  town  ji9  ,mmjLm^i .  by  iUc  Parliamentary 
Commissioners.  \.:{ 


Counties 
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Ross  and 
Cromarty. 
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BeporL 


at 
and 
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Tain.— The  streets  and  r^ftds  witliiA  the  Fadjoimentary  bounds  of  the 
buigh  of  Tain  consist  of  the  following : — 

upheld  bj  Highknd  Eoad  and  Bndge  Copimissioners^        2,070  yards. 
„         statute  kbour  assessment,  .  4,474     „ 

„    from  burgh  municipal  funds,  .  4,433     „ 

10,977  yards. 


The  assessment  on  the  burgh  amounts  to  about  4d.  per  £  on  the  rent — 
the  maYJmnm  amount  of  assessment  on  the  buigh  bemg  fixed  by  the  Act 
at  L.50.  About  L.21  of  this  assessment  may  be  annually  expended 
within  the  burgh. 

There  is  no  toll  within  the  Parliamentary  boundary,  but  one  is  situated 
about  half-a-mile  beyond  it. 

Fortrose^ — The  maximum  amount  of  assessment  leyiable  on  the  buf^h 
of  Fortrose  is  fixed  by  the  Act  at  L.15.  So  far  as  not  maintained  by  IJhe 
county  Trustees,  the  streets  are  maintained  out  of  the  burgh  funds. 

From  the  foregoing  abstract  it  appears  that  the  average  cost  of  the 
whole  roads  in  the  county  of  Eoss  and  Cromarty  is  ais  follows : — 
Parliamentary  roads,  .  .  L.2»415  16    9 

Statute  labour  or  distxiet  roads,  .  3»931    1    4 

Inverness  Bridge,      .  .  .  211  17    3 


L.6,658  15 


4 


The  debt  consists  entirely  of  statute  labour  road  debt,  and  amounts  to 
L.4,978, 138.  2d. 


County 

of 

Boxburgb. 


XXVIII.— COUNTY  OF  KOXBURGH. 

The  public  roads  in  the  county  of  Roxburgh  extend  in  all  to  about  757| 
mUes,  whereof  217  miles  2  furlongs  are  turnpike,  and  540  miles  3  fur- 
longs statute  labour. 

TuBNFiK£  Roads. 

The  turnpike  roads  are  under  the  managemeirt  of  tbirteen  separate 
Trusts. 

1.  The  Kelso  Bridge  Trust 

is  regulated  by  two  Acts — 39  Geo.  III.,  cap  52  (1799),  and  18  Viet* 
cap.  51  (1855).  The  pontage  has  now  ceased,  and  a  sum  of  L.13(M>y 
invested  in  consds,  forms  (with  the  rent  of  the  old  toU-houae)  a  fund 
sufficient  for  repairs  and  maintenance.  Should -the  capital  be  reduced 
below  L.750,  the  Trustees  have  power  to  reimpose  the  pontage. 

2.  The  Ortat  Road  TrtuC 

is  constituted  under  an  Act  passed  in  1840  (3  Vict.,  cap.  66).  It  embraces 
12}  miles  of  road,  with  two  toll-bars,  the  revenue  from  which,  on  an 
avera^  of  the  three  last  years,  has  been  L.166. 

This  revenue  has  been  sufficient  for  maintaining  the  road,  with  assistance 
from  the  Statute  Labour  Trustees,  who  are  allowed  bv  the  Act  to  applv 
to  this  turnpike  one-half  of  the  statute  labour  fund  of  the  parishes  tbnmgn 
which  the  road  passes;  but  this  contribation  has  never  been  to  sech  an 
extent.  The  road  is  stated  to  be  m  good  rqiair,  aod  then  is  Bor  debt 
affecting  it. 


Bepoft,  cizi 

The  Kd»o  Union  TumpiAt9 

are  regulated  under  an  Act  passed  in  1837)  7  Will.  IV.,  cap.  89.     Tliey 
embrace 

1.  The  North  Branch. 

2.  The  Sonth  Branch. 

3.  The  West  Branch. 

3.  The  North  Branch 

is  12  miles  m  lengthy  with  two  toll-hars,  the  average  gross  rental  for  the 
last  three  jeais  having  hcen  L.d43.     The  expenditure  on  maintenance  of 
road,  including  saknes  of  surveyor  and  derks,  amounted  last  year  to  L.271* 
The  existing  debt  amounts  to     .  L  .8,490    0    O 

Indnding  anori^al  subscription  debt» 
upon  which  mterest  has  been  paid 
up  to  1823,      .  .  .         L.3,000    0    0 

And  the  remainder,  consisting  of 
simple  interest  accumulated  since 
that  date,  5,490    0    0 

8,490    0     0 


A.  dividend  is  declared  as  often  as  the  funds  will  admit  of  it>  and  is 
imputed  towards  the  interest  of  tho  year  following  that  on  jvhich  interest 
was  last  paid.  The  dividend  has  often  reached  5  per  cent,  of  late  years, 
and  even  since  the  opening  of  railways  in  1848,  the  expenses  of  mainte- 
nance having  decreased  wiUi  the  revenue. 

4.  The  Swih  Branch 

extends  to  10  miles,  on  which  there  are  three  toll-bars,  the  united  rents 
fag  the  three  last  years  aawunting  on  an  averse  to  L.91,  ISs. 

The  expenditure  on  maintenance,  including  surveyor  and  clerk's  salaries, 
may  be  stated  at  L.08L 

The  debt  amoimts  in  all  ta  L.3,099  13    4 

Whereof  original  sabscripiioDS,  on  which  no  interest 
has  been  paid  since  179S^  1,200    0    0 

licaving  as  preferential  debt,  L.  1,899  13    4 

Of  this  som,  interest  at  5  per  cent  is  paid  regularly  on         266  13    4 


And  any  surplus  revenue  is  paid  to  aoconnt  of  interest 
on  the  remaining  dd>t,  viz.,     .  .        L.1,633    0    0 

For  two  years  past  no  interest  has  been  paid  on  this  sum,  and  the  un* 
paid  interest  amounted  at  Whitsunday  1858  to  L.546,  15s.  3d. 

5.  The  West  BraiMh 

is  10  miles  long,  and  has  two  tolls,  one  of  them  being  a  pontage  on  a 

bridge  across  the  Teviot. 
The  average  income  for  the  last  three  years  has  been     L.225    0    0 
WMlst  the  expenditure  for  1856-57  was         L.98    0    0 
And  for  1857-58,  129    0    0 

The  preferential  debt  has  all  been  paid  off,  but  there  remains  a  sub- 
scription debt  of  L.2,550,on  which  interest  has  been  paid  up  to  Whitsunday 
1842,  following  the  same  system  as  that  pursued  in  regard  to  the  debt  of 
the  North  Branch,  already  referred  to. 

6.  The  Lauder  and  Kelso  TumpHe 

u  ngolKfted  by  ui  Act  passed  in  1829,  and  extends  to  21  miles,  with  tbree 
toD4MB%  paymcal  at  one  of  which  dears  the  other  two,  and  a  fourth  near 
Lander,  of  wMdv  by  an  anangementy  the  Roxburghshire  Trustees  draw 
the  revenue. 


dm 


\BepM, 


€6llDtV 

of  ' 
Koxborfb. 


Tbe  avctag^  rerdnue  firom  tbefte  •  three  lieri  for  the 
last  three  jeais  has  been;  ;.         -  \ 

Or,  after  deduction  of  &  sum  paid  to  the  Box- 
hur^hsMre  Trustees  for  their  share  ^  toll  does  ftt 
a  joint  bari  ... 


L.1,176    0    0: 


100    0    0 


^ll  H  |»H     WIMll 


»*•" 


Remains-^aTetage  revenue,   .     •       L.  1,076    0    0 

The  annual  expenditure  on  repairs  and  management  for  ld56-i$7  was 
L.564,  and  for  1857-58  L.531. 

The  railways  hate  greatlf  heceftted  tlus  road^  obe  of  the  tolls  being 
t;ituated  between  the  town  of  Kelso  and  the  railway  station. 

The  debt  was  expected  to  be  all  paid  up  at  tVhitsunday  1859,  to 
accomplish  which  a  temporary  loan  of  L.1,000  was  to  be  ^ot  from  the 
bank,  to  be  repaid  as  the  monthly  toll  rents  come  in. 

7,  The  Hartmoia  ^md  ScoUc^ke  {Ecut  District)  Tampike 

is  regulated  by  au  Act  parsed  in  1829}  and  consists  of  20  miles  1  furlong 
I'^O  yards  in- Roxburghshire.    The  Western  District,  which  is  comprised 
in  the  same  Act,  is  in  the  coun^  of  Dumfries.    There  are  five  toll-bars  on 
the  Eastern  District  roaa,  two  of  them  being  checkrhars. 
The  toll  revenue  was — 

In  1866-57,  .....        L.d«5  '  0    0 

In  1867-58,  .  .  .  .  637    0    0 

Whilst  the  expenditure  on  repairs  and  management  for  the  same 

period  was,  in. 18/}6-5?,         ..  ^      ,     .    1,1.634  12.  f^ 

Do.  in  1867-58,  .  .  .  .        533    8    6 

The  revenue  has  thos  j»een  suffident  to  mfet  the  ordinary  annual 
expenditure,  and  the  road  is  stated  to  be  in  good  order. 

The  amount  of  debt  is  heavy,  and  consists  chiefly  of  suhocrifvtions  by 
the  Duke  of  Bucdeuch  and  otbiers  towards  making  the  road  in  1767.  No 
in  terest  appears  ever  to  have  been  paid  upon  these.  And  their  total  amount 
(including  the  proportion  applicable  to  the  Western  District  in  Dumfries- 
shire) is  L.7,469,  upon  which  accumulated  interest  has  been  ealeuUited 
in  the  accounts,  amounting  at  Whitsunday  1858  to  L.31,5T0, 188.  8d. 

Since  1835,  a  floating  debt  of  upwards  of  L.1,400  i^mst  the  Trust  has 
been  entirely  paid  off,  a  sum  of  L.  1,867  having  been  received  as  coixypen- 
sation  from  the  North  Brltit^i' Railway  Company; 

Partly  from  this  source,  .and  partly  from  surplus  revenue^  a  balqfnoe  has 
been  accnmul&ted  in  bank  at  the  credit  of  the  Trust,  which,;  at  Whitsunday 
1858,  amounted  to  L.1,014,  lis.  3d.  / 

8.  The  Liddeidale  Turfipik0 

extends  partly  into  DamfritesAire,  but  is  all  under  one  mamigem^ftt  and 

one  set  of  accounts. 

■'  -M/    r. 
In  Kqxbtur^^if^  Ihier^  are    »    ,  .       •    .        26    0 

And  in  Dum&iesahire  .  .....  5'   !2 


MAkiag^ite  whqle  extent 


Si    2 


There  are  seven  toll-bars^  which  are  $11  let,  the  average  toll  revefaue 

for  the  last  three  years  having  been  L'.744    O    0 

And  the  expenditure  for  the  same  period   .  >     •       •'>d^    i^    0 

A  balance  of  nearly  L.500,  due  to  the  treasurer  in  18<»5,  has  mow  beeti 
converted  into  a  balance  in  f&vour  of  the  Tmstees^  ^hS^  is*  likely  to  be 
stin  farther  ificreased  this  year,  besides  paying  off  a  small  debt  of  L.150 

to  t!ie  Stniute  Labour  Trustees. 


£^^U 


iCbDll 


There  is,  howevvn  tOL  old  delit  of  L.6^00«  wiiioh  dates  firom  the  Ibrma- 
tilm  of  Hie  load  in  1803.  It  is  coraposedv  lilbe  tiw  HatemoBt  and  Scots- 
dyke  Trust  debt,6f  kibseriiitioiiStthe'Duke  nf  Bnecleudh  bdng  in  this 
case  also  the  prittdpal  ciwiitor;  An  aoetrniulated  snri^iifl'of  Ix2£0  was 
Prided  among  the  subscribers  to  account  of  interest 'id  IdljO,  beinp^ 
the  eniy^  pajoaent  which  appears  ever  to  have  been  made ;  and  at  Whit- 
sundAy  1^98'  the  unpaid  ivtcanest  stiH  dne-  amounted,  at  5  per  cent.,  to 


CoQiity 

of 

Roitbor^h. 


.9.  TheSOik'humi l^>B6suiarB Tuntpihe 

is  related  by  the  saine  Act  as  the  pre^t  Koiid  T^st,  3  Vict.,  cap.  66 
(1840).  It  extends  t6  about  ,6^  tnUes,  with  two  tolls,  tile  average  rental 
for  the  last  three  years  having  been  L.6^,  lOs.,  which  has  been  sufficient 
to  maintain  the  road  in  good  order.  The  expenditure  last  year  amounted 
toL.63»19s. 

There  is  no  debt,  except  a  small  balance  of  LiSO  or  L.40  due  to  the  clerk. 


The  road  was  constructed  by  subscription,  the  amount 
thus  contributed  being    ,        .. 

Besides  which  there  was  borrowed^  on  the  personal 
security  of  the  Duke  of  Bucdeuch  and  Mr  Pringle 
fifClifltqn,        .  ,  .  .  . 


L.l,28&    q,  0 


700    0    0 


\     I 


L.1,988    0    0 
And  no  intei^  has  ever  been  paid  to  any  of  these  parties. 

lOi  7%€  IMutffMire  Eoad. 

This  TnUl,  imder  an  Act  j^assed'in  1849>  is  divided  into  two  district^,  viz., 

Tlie  Ist  Assignation,  and 
The  2d  Assignation. 

S^Mtfate  accounts  are  kept  ix>r  these  districts ;  but  the  two  hrm  one  Trust, 
with  the  sane  offidala. 

There  are  96  miles  of  rc^ad  in  the  two  districts,  and  twenty-four  toll- 
.  jmns— twdve  in  each  distlrkt. 

The  revenue  from  the  tolla  a£  the  Ist,  Assignation  was— 

In  1856^87,  .  .  L.1,364  15    0 

'  And  in  1857-58,       .  ;      '  L.1,229    0    4 

And  for  the  2d  Assignation — 

In  1856-57,  1,149    0    0 

And  in  1857-58^       ;    ^    '\  "  •       1,113    5    9 

The  revenne  has  hten  fliUing  fifffor  tome;  yean; 

For  the  years  1843, 1844,  1845,  it  amounted  to  L.4,8I0    0    0 
Aad  for  the  years  1853, 1854, 1855,  to  2,968    0    0 

ihe  ftllhig  off  has  been  occasioned  bt  the  North  Britfeh  Raoaway. 

The  actual  expenditure  on  the  roads,  exdtisire  of  interest  on  debt,  is 
eafiro^ted  for  the  current  year  at  L.  1,865,  and  the  revenue  is  considered 
littdix 'Efficient,  ^^^^  ^^^7  S^^^^  economy,  fbr  kee^ng  tfbe  roads  and 

The  debt  fconsists  oi  the  following  sums^- 

Borrowed  on  the  personalsecurityof  some'Of  the  • 

Trustees,   !         .•  .        .  .        .,..,•     1..9,000    0    0 

Flo^tlQg  Muice  due  tjo  the  bank,  .  025  19  10 

'..(   5*»  ;•!»•*  iii:- '^  .....  .  '        ' 

...  ,  L.9,925.19  Jit) 


cbdv  JUpcrL 

Oomitj  Bmdea  which,  the  North  Bndsh  RoilEvaj  Company 

.\!L^ju  ^^  creditors  upon  one*balf  of  the  free  renta  of 

the  bars  from  Carter  to  Stonejford  (after  de- 
ducting all  expenses  of  repairs)  for  .        L.1X^64    IS    8 
This  arrangement  with  the  Railway  Company  renders  it  necessaiy  diat 
the  accounts  of  that  part  of  the  Trust  be  kept  separately. 

On  the  debt  of  Ii.9,000  interest  is  r^ularly  paid  at  4  per  cent.,  and  the 
floating  balance  bears  the  current  bank  rate. 

11.  Th»  Drygrang^  PoiUage 

is  regulated  by  an  Act  passed  in  1806.  It  consists  of  a  side  bar  as  well 
as  a  pontage,  which  are  both  collected  by  the  same  tacksman.  Three* 
fourths  of  the  rent  of  the  side  bar  go  to  the  pontage,  and  last  year  the 
nun  derived  from  this  source  was  L.288,  146.  3d. 

There  is  no  expenditure  on  the  bridge,  which  was  erected  about  1700 
by  subscriptions. 

The  debt  at  Whitsunday  1858  amounted  to  L.1,152,  2s.  lid.  There 
were  originally  102j  shares,  which  are  now  reduced  to  54 1,  from  9  to 
10  having  been  usually  paid  off  annually,  at  the  rate  of  L.25,  2s.  6d.  It  is 
expected  that  the  debt  may  be  cleared  off  in  five  years,  after  which  a  snm 
of  L.2,000  has  to  be  accamulated  before  the  tolls  cease. 

12.  71i9  Selkirhshire  Road  and  Bridge  Tmst^ 

embracing  in  all  30  miles  2  furlongs  of  road,  has  1  mile  5  furlongs  206 
yards  in  the  county  of  Boxbui^h. 

Statute  Laboitb  Roads. 

The  statute  labour  roads  in  Roxburghshire  (extending'  to  about  540 
miles)  are  divided  into  five  districts — 1st,  The  Hawick  District,  contuning 
dx  parishes;  2d,  The  Liddesdale  District,  containing  one  parish;  3d,  The 
Jedburgh  District,  containing  eight  parishes;  4th, ^ The  Kelso  District, 
contaimng  twelve  parishes ;  5th,  The  Melrose  District,  containiiig  fB% 
parishes. 

The  Local  Act  was  passed  in  1806. 

There  is  a  separate  clerk  for  each  district,  and  also  a  separate  surveyor 
for  each;  but  in  several  cases  the  surveyor  of  the  district  has  also  charge 
of  the  turnpike  roads  in  his  district.  The  money  collected  in  eaeh  parish 
is  expended  within  that  parish,  and  the  salary  of  the  surveyor  is  defrayed 
by  the  parishes  jointly,  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  their  several 
assessments.     The  clerk  is  also  collector,  and  is  paid  by  a  poundage. 

The  assessment  is  borne  equally  by  owners  azKi  occupiers,  and  is  levied 
on  the  old  valued  rent,  with  a  rate  on  houses  not,  included  in  the  old 
valuation.  The  rate  of  assessment  varies  very  much  in  different  parishes, 
in  some  being  as  low  as  15s.,  whilst  in  others  it  is  as  high  as  60s.,  the 
maximum  rate  allowed  by  the  Act. 

In  the  town  of  Hawick  the  rate  is  ld«  per  £  on  the  rental ;  in  the 
village  of  Wilton,  3d.;  in  the  village  of  Denbofan,  1^.;  in  the  town  of 
Kelso,  3d. 

It  is  estimated  that  in  the  Hawick  District  the  tate  now  levied  on  th^ 
old  Scots  valuation  is  equivalent  to  an  assessment  of  5d.  per  £  op  the 
real  rent,  according  to  the  Valuation  Roll;  and  in  the  Kelm  District^  to 
an  assessment  of  34d.  per  £. 

BUROflS. 

Jedburgh. — 1  mile  963  yards  of  road  within  the  burgh  are  maintained 
by  the  Turnpike  Road  Trustees,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  about  Ii.72, 86- ;  ^. 


Report.  ,  dxv 

Bulei3l4  yards  of  road  are  miuntained  out  of  the  statute  labour  assess-  ^^°!?^ 
ment,  which  is  levied  at  the  rate  of  one-third  of  the  maximum,  houses  p..f^i 
imder  L.5  being  exempt  Konwigii* 

There  are  two  tolls  within  the  Parliamentary  boundary. 
Hie  ^yther  streets  (603  yards)  are  maintained  out  of  the  police  assess- 
ment. 


fVom  the  forgoing  statement  and  the  abstracts  in  the  Appendix,  it 
^pears  that  the  average  annual  cost  of  roads  in  the  county  of  Roxburgh 
JsaslbllowB: — 
Turapilfie  roads  and  bridges^        .  .        L.4,203    h   ^ 

Statute  labour  roads,      ....  hyVl%  15  11 

L.9,376    1    8 


The  Turnpike  debt  consists  of — 
Seemed  by  personal  obligation  of  some  of  the 

Trustees,  ....        L.9,925  19  10 

On  assignation  to  tolls  only,  82,417    8    3 

Accum^ted  interest,  .  49,196  13  11 


L.91,539    2  0 

runds  in  hand,                                         1,014  11  3 

L.90j524  10  9 

statute  labour  road  debt,     .                                    701    6  1 


Total  debt,     .  .      L.91,225  16  10 


XXIX.--COIINTy  OF  SELKIRK.  Coanfer 

of 
lbs  public  roads  in  the  county  of  Selkirk  extend  to  about  183  milea —    ;  Selkirk^ 

whflteot  aboat  49^  are  turnpike  roads,  and  133^  statute  labour  roads. 

TuBRFiKB  Roads  ahd  Bbuktes. 

The  TmcBpike  Trusta  are  3  in  number,  and  comprise  about  49}  miles 

ofzoad. 

1.  TU  Ettrick  Turnpikt 

iMitwo  talks,  and  a  house  used  as  a  toll-houB6  and  as  an  inn.  The  gross 
revalue  (about  L.40)  is  not  applied  to  the  repair  of  the  road,  but  to  meet 
the  intereat  and  reduce  the  principal  of  a  debt  incurred  in  building  the 
inn  and  toll-house,  the  road  oeing  maintained  out  of  the  statute  labour 
fondii. 

2.  TliA  Gtnarol  SelhirkBhirt  Tun^pike  Boad  and  Bridge  Trust 

endmcea  90i  ix^^^  <^  load  (whoeof  1  mUe  5  furlongs  206  yards  are  in 
tile  county  cf  Soxburgh),  with  seren  toH-bars  and  a  ohedk-bar.  In  the 
Tear  1857-58,  the  clear  revenue  from  tolls  and  pontages  amounted  to 
lMBj  lis.  6d.,  hein^  hindly  a  fourth  part  of  what  it  was  previous  to 
the  opening  of  the  nuway. 

Vb»  expense  of  maintenance,  lioweTer,  lias  also  deereaaed — the  road 
from  Sellmk  to  Galaahieh  being  now  kept  for  leas  than  L.12  permile, 
instead  of  about  L.40. 


cJxvi  Report, 

Cottnty  iiiero  ig  only  a  femall  dfebt  <A  I..4t35.    The  debt  incmred  iu  maildxig  tibe 

<-eIkir1c       J'^*^?  ^^<^-t  ttmonntiBg- 16  about  L.l!^,750,  iras  all  paid  off  .by  an  assess* 

nient  of  lOs.  st.erling  per  L.lOO  Scots  oa  latided  property  according  to 

tlie  old  valued  rent,  and  which  continued  for  nineteen  years. 
For  some  years  past  the  expenditure  would  have  exceeded  the  iiieanic, 

but  for  a  temporary  annual  payment  of  L.60  by  the  Railway  Company, 

which  will  cease  in  1860. 

3w  The  Tweed  and  Etirick  Bridges 

were  erected  by  subscriptions,  in  shares  of  L.lOO  each, — li.1,925  of  these 
having  be^i  taken  up  by  the  public ;  the  remainder,  L.583,  38.  Id.,  was 
advanced  by  the  Qenertd  Roaa  Trust.  The  Tweed  Bridge  pontage  ceases 
at  Whitsunday  l^oC^,  when  the  debt  will  be  extinguish^ ;  but  &e  Trus- 
tees will  have  to  erect  a  toll-bar  in  lieu  of  the  pontage,  in  order  to  keep 
up  the  general  revenue  of  the  Trust. 

The  turnpike  roads  in  the  county,  including  expenses  of  management, 
are  estimated  to  cost  at  present  L.14  to  L.15  per  mile,  and  are  said  to  be 
in  good  condition. 

Statute  LABoim  Roads. 

The  statute  labour  roads  in  Selkirkshire  extend  to  133^  miles^  besides 
7  miles  of  bridle  roads.  The  assessment  is  levied  and  appHed  paroohially . 
The  rates  vary  very  much  in  different  parishes,  and  are  assessed  accord- 
ing to  the  old  valued  rent.  When  under  lOs.  per  L.lOO  Scots,  the  whole 
is  paid  by  occupants ;  between  20s.  and  40s.  it  is  borne  equally  by  owners 
and  occupants ;  and  when  it  exceeds  40s.  the  exoess  falls  on  the  owner — 
the  maximum  under  the  Act  being  L.3.  There  is  also  a  rate  in  GaJashiels 
and  Selkirk  on  the  real  rent  of  subjects  not  included  in  the  old  Valuation 
lioll — ^land  being  rated  at  4d.  per  £,  and  houses  according  to  a  scale,  the 
maximum  charge  being  5s. 

The  amount  levied  in  1858,  on  valued  rent  over  the  whole  county, 
was  .....        L.1,058    1    8 

Assessment  in  town  of  Selkirk,  L.65    0    0 

„  Gal^ahiels,  46    0    0 

Ill    0    0 


L.1,169    1    8 


The  present  assessment  on  the  valued  rent  is  estimated  as  equivalent 
to  a  rate  of  about  5Jd.  per  £  on  the  real  rent  over  the  whole  county. 

The  turnpike  and  statute  labour  roads  in  Selkirkshire  are  under  one 
surveyor,  and  are  stated  to  be  in  good  order ;  but  the  traffic  on  some  of 
the  latter  has  materially  increased  since  the  opening  of  the  railway, 
although  hitherto  the  income  ha&been  sufficient  for  th^r  mainteiuoioe^ 

•      ♦ 

BuBOH  oiP  Selkirk. 

The  turnpike  road  from  Edinburgh  to  Hawick  passes  througjli  tlie 
burgh,  and  is  maintained  by  the  Ro«ul  Trustees.  The  other  streets  are 
maintained  out  of  the  common  good  of  the  burgh ;  and  occadonaDy,  when 
considerable  repairs  are  required,  the  Statu^  Labomr  Thistees  make  a 
gi-aut ;  from  L.  10  to  L.15  per  annum  has^beeU  of  late  years  received  from 

As  above  stated,  the  stati^jte  l^^ur  aj^sesqmeqit  -vtithin  burgh  amounts 
to  about  L.65,  and  goes  into  the  general  funds  of  the  parish. 

The  avera^  expendittnre  on  the  streets  of  the  burgh  is  stated  at  about 
L.28,  10s.^BgL  |)er  amimn,  etolusive  of  what  is  paid  by  the-Tiimb|ke 
Trustees.  '    *  '  '  '  ■        •  ^  • 


fkpork 


cixvii 


from  thefoaregoing  gtatemeotf  and  the  Abstncte  m  tbo  Appendutt  it 
appeals  that  tke^arerage  annual  cost  of  the  whole  roads  and  bndgea  in  the 
county  of  Selkirk  ia  as  f oUowa :— <- 

Turnpike  rOada  and  bridgea,  .  ^  L.d61    7 

Statute  labour  roads,  ,  .  .  1,169    1 


6 


The  turnpike  debt  consists  of —  . 
Sccur^  on  assignation  to  tolls  only, 
|>\uid8  in  band. 


There  is  no  debt  on  the  statute  kboiu:  roads. 


II      .;-»     II  I   I  I  ti 


L.1,530    9    2 


.    '    L.1,090  10    5 
169    8    7 


•••— *<*«»^i»— 


L.921     1  10 


Ceuntar 

of 
SelkirlY. 


XXX.— COUMT  OF  STIBUNG. 

Hie  county  of  Stirling  is  interaeoted  by  607^  miles  of  public  roads,  of 
vhicii  lOBf  miles  are  turnpike,  and  843|  statute  labour  roads. 

TunNFlKB  KOADS. 

1.  The  Crossmuirhead  and  Higgeiunetdc  Turnpike 

hi  regulated  by  an  Act  passed  in  1827,  and  extends  to  5  miles,  with  one 

toll. 

1856-57.  1857-58. 

ilcveuae,      ....        I>.43  13    6        LM  15    0 
Mciiutenance,  .  .  .  50  13    3  39     1    0 

Besides  the  toll  revenue,  a  grant  of  L.  10  per  annum  is  received  aomuaily 
from  the  8th  or  Carron  District  of  statute  labour  roads.  This  has  become 
necesary  in  consequence  of  diminution  of  revenue  since  the  e8tablislm[ient 
of  railways.  The  road  was  formerly  prosperous,  and  a  balance  of  former 
accumulations,  amounting  to  L.220,  28.  4d.  remained  in  bank  in  December 
1«58. 

2.  The  Denny  to  Fintry  Turnpike 

is  also  regulated  by  the  Act  of  1827,  and  extends  to  4|  miles,  with  cn^- 

toll. 
.    .  1856-67.  1857-^8* 

Revenue^  ...        L.d28    0    0       L.^0    0    0 

Expenditure,  .  166  13    6  169  15    5 

The  tolls  have  now  been  reduced,  and  the  rijnt  this  year  has  fallen  to 
I,.200. 

The  debt  has  been  all  paid  off,  and  even  the  reduced  revenue  is  expected 
to  bv}  sulScient  to  meet  the  expencliture. 

.  3,  The  Jura^  Jtoad  andMriflge  Tru^i 

comprehends  about  11  miles  of  road,  with  three  tolls,     {t  is  regtdated  by 

■       '      an  Actpasd6linl831. 

.     c    .    .    .      "■  ■'■      ■'.'  .1856-57.  '  J857r58. 

hS27    0  .0       ^..345    0    0. 


County 

Stirling. 


Miontcnance  and  siirVeyor^s  salary,         216  12    0 


dxviii 

71 /-b 


n^.^ivrv 


T^emmreyor  (a  mason)  has  L.IS,  aiid  the  dflrfc  and  tPMfifurer  L.5aL. 
^^  Th^te<l^»tt'fet<i6firthe^fjt^<5a^ 

t    Till  ■■I-      good«'eo«uiltion.  '.L    '-f 

•'*  flTh&afibt^iodbfflfltstof-uj.  "^^  t        .  .  .  .'    •  •  :j 

f    Boni6W'ed  on  pefeaftal««tourity -of  Ihe  1*WBftert, '  'Ii.«,459  '  0'''e'^ 
Pae»l^ed'dieaB61X)^tiui  Itftihsrarf  Gottipaiiylb^g 


.  /  • ,  i_. 


sum  received  from  them,  and  applied  towiM!^ 


*       M 


jntpre^t? vOP  fhe  last  item,  at  5  per  cent.,  to    .      .  /  :     -* 
Whitsunday  13681,;.;:.  ^•••-  .'•  '  -.  ■.-■  *    .  r'.  ■  v  I7^if-ft*i0 


f  •  .  •         *         1 


t  I        i_    •   I 


i  . i«:i  .. 


Interest  haa  ^ea  regularly  paid,  at  the  market  rate,  on  the  L.8,450 ; 
but^m  ^rdeir/to-meipt  this,  a  debt  has  been  incurred  to  the  treasurer  of 
about  lv',2(MX',      '       \  I..  .    ,  .;  .  .   •  .  .-.. .,.,  ,  '  ».  V-  •    f .  ' . 

There  has  been  an  average  deficiency  of  about  L.60  a  year,  since  the 
opening- of  tjiu^  Allcvi  Branch  of  the  Scottish  Central  Railway. 

1vf(^  irifi>riaat.  "Kaa  ftxror  bccn  paid  cithcr  on  the  railway  debt  of  L.2,900, 
«B  the  debt  Off  :b;8,4Q©."'-''    ■   '»     '  -    ''''•■'•  • -■"*  "    ' 

J   ,         .1  ,r       t  ■  *     I  "  ■  •  ■  ■■      .•  .     ■    V  ■*    ^i- 

'    '  •     '  •     '4*.  ^F^  Linlithoovf  add  SiMhig  tSiMjike  Trust ''  '  '  *.  *"'   .' 

is  constituted  under  an  Act  passed  in  1829.     The  rdad  wa  f armerijjryg^ 
of.tlie'Gneat,SDad:<ioEdmbiwgh.'  r.lt«siei^to44^Bddki^mtk«igbb<bI]^ 

1856-57.*      ^'    "1867-68. " 

Eevenue,  :  .       -  •.      UV^O    0>  0  .    i;i.S,008    0    0 

Maintenan9e  jand  management,  »    ,    l,|dQ    3  11.  .        ly5Q3.12..A» 

Tbie^stin'^OrattdGWk^ftsaJiuzies.aflBioimt.te  ^  " 

The  rejynue  has  beea  yoy^much  affected  by  the  opening  of  the  Scottiah 
Central  KailMjay,  hi^ving  fallen  from  an  average  of  L.6,138  to  L^^*^ 
17s.  83.  The  expesse  9I  ipaintenance  h|Ui.al60  dj^QiMBed)  bob  pot  iff  ino- 
portiou  to  the  fyfl  of  jevenue.  ,  » 

'Tlte 'd^t  at  iPhHfenDflaT  1^58  coMSted  bf-^  .      '      .  \    ,   . 

*      Debtgdtratiteed  by  Trtffifefe  ptrfiOniflly,   *.   -    L.ia,587  10  .  .0  '. 
Held  on  aaedgnation  to  tolls,  .  ...  2,056    0]C>     ' 

Postponed  debt  to  Edinburgh  apd  Glasgow,   '  ' '  *       '  ,'  ' 

^  and. ScQttWi" 'Central    KiilWays,    beiiig  '"""      , 
'■  aiaotnit  ifeceived  from  them^  and  appliied ^     .     ,"      '     .'  . 
towards  reduction' ot  peifsonal' tiatinty  ot  " 
Trustees,,        '     .'  '       V  .        '•      i   •  •'  '\ ''  >%^  .  0-   ^ 


t'    .■..'. I 


L.24,137  10    0 


The  Forth  and  G^rde^.£iBiiKRrf  Cknipiuij^  «»  oofiBeDieEil  to  pay 

L.20Q0,  ©n  irtflrfi  they  are  to  receive  4  pei*  bepti,  but 'paymebt  has  not 
jet  been 'made.  •  u  ,•;.'      .:^    .'  .i-'J^*.    /!  ^    •     ,.-i"'-/.^ 

Tnf4?nregt.  has -beea- regularly  paid,  at  4  per  ocmt.,  to  the  other  Railway 
Oom^nies,  ns^w^te  on  the  rest  of  the  debt. 

OlSUC   lUtJU    tile  imDt 

ABtodit^  >a»i  b  fttfltor 

15  comprehended  under  the  same  Act  .(18?7)  ^  t^eUDroBsmuirhead  Bead, 
<No.  1).     The  Trustees  afe'\;ne  same  for  tioth  roads,  out  separate  aooounts 


>t  has  been  reduced  from  Ji.40,Q00  to  its  prenent 
trfitCdloli'df  L:4,60^'i«f  td'be  iriiidife*  tlifef-yeetf.'    ' 


.,  ', {       .^      .«^     •      .. ;      .4  1     .rj/t     )/- «[    .111  i^i;;,i    '•»    "i       Pi*     i.  •  '  ^*  '' 


Report. 


cbdx 


The  road  extenda  to  12  mOes  2  furlongs,  with  two  principal  tolls. 

1856-67.  1857-168. 

Bevenue,  .  .  .        L.889  15    4        L.824  12    6 

Maintenance  and  som^or's  salary,        363    5  10  343    9    4 

The  suryeyor  has  L.15,  and  the  derk  and  treasurer  L.10. 

The  debt  consists  of — 
Doe  to  Trustees  or  their  representatiyes  for  money  adyanced  by 
them,  or  paid  up,  in  consequence  of  tilieir  liabilities  for  borrowed 
money,      .....        L.9,825    7    8 
Postponed  debt  due  to  Scottish  Central  Baihnray 
C<Hnpany,  being  amount  receiyed  from  them, 
and  applied  towards  reduction  of  Trustees' 
liabilities,  ....  2,000    0    0 

L.11,825    7    8 
Balance  of  debt  on  which  no  interest  IS  payable,  874    9    8 

L.12,699  17    4 

No  interest  has  hitherto  been  paid  to  the  Railway  Company,  as  by  the 
agreement  they  can  only  claim  it  when  the  reyenue  is  sufficient  to  pay 
more  than  4  per  cent,  on  the  L.11,825, 7&.  8d.  The  rate  hitherto  diyided 
has  finctuated  from  2^  to  4  per  cent.,  and  next  year  it  is  feared  there 

IT  be  nothing  paid. 

The  reyenue  has  fallen  nearly  one-half  since  the  Denny  Branch  Railway 
opened ;  it  may  still  suffice  for  maintaining  the  road,  but  will  not 
leaye  much  for  interest. 

6.  The  Stirling  to  Drymen  Bridge  Turnpike 

(abo  under  the  Act  of  1827)  extends  to  23  miles,  whereof  2  are  in  Perth- 
shire.   There  are  seyen  tolls,  three  of  which  are  check-bars. 

1856-57.  1857-58. 

Kcyenue,  .*  .  .        L.646    7    4        L.605  19    0 

Maintenance  and  management,  494  14    2  442    1    5 

The  reyenue  has  suffered  greatly  from  the  opening  of  the  Forth  and 
Clyde  BaUway,  haying  fallen  from  between  L.  1,400  and  L.  1,500  to  its 
pfoent  amount. 
The  debt  consists  of — 
Amount   secured   by   personal   obligation   of 

Trustees,  ....        L.3,565    0    0 

Postponed  debt  to  the  Railway  Company,  being 
amount  receiyable  from  them  and  applicable 
towards  reduction  of  Trustees'  liabilities,  3,000    0    0 


Subscription  debt  on  which  no  interest  seems 

eyer  to  have  been  paid, 
Accumulated  interest  on  do.  (nearly), 


L.6,565    0    0 


8,239    0    0 
24,tK)0    0    0 


L.38,804    0    0 


There  was  a  balance  in  bank  at  Whitsunday  1858,  amounting  to  L.209, 
lUs.  When  this  is  exhausted  no  interest  can  be  paid  to  the  Railway 
Company.  The  revenue  is  only  sufficient  to  pay  interest  on  the  prefer- 
able debt.  The  rate  varies  with  tae  market  rate,  and  at  present  is  4  per  cent. 

Tlie  West  Stirlingshire  Turnpikes 

afe  oomprehefuded  under  2  Acts  passed  in  1840  and  1842,  and  by  whiek 
they  are  divided  into  3  districts,  the  accounts  being  kept  separate. 


Coonty 
of 

Stirling. 


fi|it;Y 


Jtepori, 


CouuU 

of 
soling. 


7.  Fh^Bistrict. 

The  roads  in  the  IstlMstrict  extend  to  29  miles  1  furlong  14  poles,  witii 
four  tolls,  besides  checks. 

1856-57.  1857-58. 

Revenue,  .  .  .        L.992    0    0        L.988    0    0 

Maintenance  and  surveyor's  salary,         990  11    0  900    8  11 

The  debt  consiBts  of — 

Secured  on  bonds  with  the  personal  guarantee  of  some  of  the  Trus- 
tees, .....        L.5,878  14    & 

Debt  to  the  Edinburgh  and  Glasffow  Bailway 
Company,  being  amount  received  from  them, 
and  applied  towards  reduction  of  Trustees* 
liabilities,  and  postponed  both  as  to  principal 
and  interest,  .... 

Balance  due  derk,    .... 


4,500    0    0 
522^17    9 


L.10,901  12    0 

Interest  has  been  paid  in  full  on  the  bonded  debt,  but  in  order  to  ac- 
complish this  the  expenditure  has  exceeded  the  income ;  for^me  yesra, 
tfeis  nas  been  at  the  rate  of  upwards  of  L.lOO  a  year,  the  balance  due  to 
tibe  elerk  having  been  annually  increasing. 

8.  Second  DistricL 

The  roads  in  the  2d  District  extend  to  28  miles  7  fuiiongs  40  poks, 
whereof  1  mile  7  furlongs  40  poles  are  in  Perthshire,  with  four  tolls, 
besides  checks. 

1866-57. 

Revenue,        .  .  .        L.2,826    6    0 

Maintenance  and  surveyor's  salary,    1,212  13    7 

The  debt  consists  of — 

Preferable  debt,  being  balance  of  borrowed  money  secured  by  the  per- 
sonal obligation  of  some  of  the  Trustees,  L.  1,200    0    0 

Postponed  debt,  on  security  of  the  toUs  only, 
being  advances  for  making  new  roads,      .  5,509  13    5 

Interest  has  been  paid  at  5  per  cent,  on  the 
postponed  debt. 


1857-58. 
L.3,088  15    0 
1,008    9    4 


Deduct  balance  at  credit  of  Trust,  at  Whitsunday 
1858,        ..... 


L.6,709  13    5 
-    126  16    9 


L.6,582  16    7 


The  debt  is  being  gradually  reduced.  L.600  has  been  further  paid  off 
since  Whitsunday  1858. 

9.  Third  District 

The  Toads  in  the  Srd  District  extend  to  13  miles  3  furlongs  92  poles, 
whereof  in  Stirlingshire,  6  miles  3  furlongs  153  poles ;  in  Dumbartooahize, 
6  miles  7  furlongs  159  poles.    Th&cQ  are  two  tolls,  besides  checks 


Revetkoe^  .  * 

Maintenance  and  surveyor's  salary. 


1856-57. 
L.925  15    0 
608    2    7 


1867-58. 
L.918    5    U 
419    0    5 


The  surveyor's  salary  for  the  whole  three  districta  is  L.150,  and  that 
of  the  cl(srk  LlOO. 


JReport  clxxi 

The  debt  amounted  at  Whitsimday  1868  to  L.1,640    0    0 

Lees  baJance  »t  credit  of  Trust  (L.600  of  which  ha&  ^^^ 

since  been  applied  towards  payment  of  debt),  943  10  10 

L,696    9    1 


It  is  expected  that  ihe  i«maining  debt  will  be  soon  cleared  off. 

10.  The  Crieff  and  Longcausewayhead  Turnpike 

(Perthshire,  No.  6),  extends  for  2  miles  into  Stirlingshire. 

11.  TU  OcMl  Turnpike 
(Clackmannan,  No.  3),  cxtencb  for  2  xnilieB  into  Stirlingshire. 

12.  The  CumBemauld  or  CRasgow  <xnd  Redhum  Bridge  Turnpike 

extends  for  1  mUe  into  Stirlingshire.    (See  Dumbarton,  No.  1.) 

IS.  The  e^oMffm^  KirkiniiUoeh^  and  Baidemock  Turnpike^ 

Extending  to  nearlj  19  mfles,  has  6  miles  and  195  yards  in  Stixiiiigshire. 

(See  Lanarkshire,  No.  11.) 

Statute  Labour  Boads. 

The  statute  labour  roads  in  the  county  of  Stirling  are  regulated  by  an 
Act  50  Geo.  III.  (1810),  under  which  the  county  is  divided  into  9  districtsi. 
The  aaseannent  is  levied  <m  the  ploughgate  of  50  acres  of  land,  or  L.lOO 
sterling  of  rent,  in  the  option  of  the  proprietor.  The  Act  also  autlu»rises 
a  rate  on  cartere'  harses,  and  on  hous^oiders.  The  asseaanent  is  entirdy 
OQ  occiqwziti. 

SevenJ  of  the  districts  are  under  the  charge  of  a  regular  soryeyor,  with 
a  eomnunL  fund  applicable  to  aU  the  roads  in  the  distncts,  but  in  some  dt 
the  others  tiie  funcn  are  allocated  among  the  Trostees  or  proprietors,  who 
esqieDd  them  on  tiiear  own  roads,  reodenng  an  account  to  the  Truetees  dt 
their  a^)enditure. 

A  detailed  statement  of  the  mileage  in  each  district,  with  the  assess- 
ment  levied  in  each,  taken  from  returns  by  the  district  ckrks,  wUl  be 
found  in  the  Appendix  C. 

The  total  number  of  miles  of  statute  labour  roads  in  the  county 
may  be  stated  at  848,  and  from  liie  abstract  above  referred  to,  it  ap- 
pears ihaX  the  average  cost  of  maintenance,  including  surveyor's  sabuy, 
s  ...        L.2,881    0    0  or  L.8    7    8  per  mile. 

The  e:q)enfleB  of  management,      190  15  11  or      0  11    2        „ 

Th&  extraordinary  expenses,  88    4    3  or      0    5    1        „ 

L.3,160  14    2  or  L.9    3  11  per  mUe. 

In  some  of  the  districts  there  is  a  heavy  debt,  especially  in  the  8th  or 
Garron  Distriet,  where  it  amounts  to  L.1,578, 6s.  5d.  This  amount  is  due 
to  tiie  Carron  Company,  who  seem  to  advance  money  as  it  is  required  for 
the  roads  in  the  district,  and  which  are  very  much  used  by  their  traffic. 

No  interest  has  ever  been  charged  on  the  debt,  although  it  is  always  kex)t 
up  in  the  accounts. 

It  is  i^om  this  district  that  an  annual  grant  of  L.10  is  made  to  the 
^  and  Higgensneuk  Turnpike  (supra.  No.  1). 


BsiDas  Monet. 

The- farU^  money  in  StirlingBhire  is  levied  aecor£ng  to  the  old  valued 
rentu  la  tl^ Falkirk  District  the  rate  is  2s.  6d.  per  L.lOO  Scots,  producing 
L.d3;  iSs.,  which  is  all  expended  within  the  district.  In  the  rest  of  the 
county  the  rate  is  lOd.  per  L.lOO  Scots,  and  produces  L.45, 4s.  2d.,  which 
is  coBeeteS  with'tiie  otSier  county  assessments,  and  allocated  by  the  Justices 
xB^on  apjjglicatioDs  from  the  different  districts. 


(ftxxn 


jRtpi^t^ 


of 


Burghs. 
BurnJi  o/Stirlinq. — ^The  burch  contains  within  the  Parliamentary  boun- 

§tatu^  labour  roadfl,  ....  *'^5,50a* -C' 

"  Streets' 4)roper,  maintained  out  of  police  ratd,  *  '  *'  ':        -  5,1^ 

19,895 

There  are  tliree  toU-bars  on  the  turnpike  roads  within  the  Parliamentary 
bound^,  i^nd  the  sum  expended  %^'ihebi^«kJz]Q[ilE]M^^^  the 

burgh,  is,  0&  l^ti  average  of  three  years,  L.395. 

Tn^  statate  labour  assessment  is  at  the  rate  of  85b.  per  ploughgate  of  50 
acres  arable  land,  or  lOOju^^jOf  pth^,lan/cl,,.s^  7s.  6d.  on  each  cart  or 
carriage  horse  kept  for  hire.  There  was  also  a  rate  of  the  nature  of  a  poll 
taif;SkrIii(^fa  wte^amtiid^ilM  i^^«b00(|t6ntti^i9fitlM(diffiMlf  »f «|]^ 
Tht;  mkgist^teA  Qow-pay  L.50  per  annum,  and  certain  ho6pilab^L«8D  per 
annum  to  the  Statue  Labour  l^httfcdds^teflifNi  ntiS&Aik.^  ^iidljhele  ^ftusm&s 
maintain  sucii  statute  labour  ^roails.'  «JI  ia&^  ^i^idun .  the  ^bui^fa.  . '  f 

The  remainder'bf  fiie  kf^>add  and  streets  are  maintained  liy  the  Coitniis- 
sionerq  of  police  umfer  lih'e' general  Act  of  1850.  Tfab'Oioiioe  asseaafent 
for^all'^purpoaei  has  not  Wttierto  exceeded  6d.  per  £,  af)out  L.100  being 
1^  y^ar  expeiuh?d,pn  t|he.«>i^w?iyrol^the  streets  fipm^ thjis^fwd.  t  ^j 
,..  Thece  4»  a  custom  ,oi:  traj^t  4uty,pai4'  on  j^  goods  entering  or  pasBU)({ 
tlirough  the  town,  but  thie  two  classes  caniibt, be  sUted  separately, .  ,1^^ 
av^Tj^  ajpQui^t  thw,,dj5i\w>  n^ay^be  (^l^t  Jj,l,63p,' which  jgo^  mt<^itKe 
generaliuncbjo^t^c^burglu-   .'    .    .     ','.  '       '.  ..."         ' 

Bux(}U  Qf  f*at^vrk-f—J^^t.  a  J»ile  pf  'roftd  within  ty .  Rirliameniary 
boundai'ies  is  maintained, .by  the  Tufjipike  tlVustees,  ',Tlie  principal 
thoroughfares  in  the  town  are  maintained  out  of  the  statute  labour  Wney. 
and  by  means  of  a  fund  called  ^^  The  Feuars^  Fund,"  arising  from  the 
division  of  a  common,  of  which -thefedam- receive  a  part,  wMch  is  let; 
1^4  a^  ixw^  o^^n)Cui^ra  wbichiqmecly  l^lQnged,|t<o  ttifi.euDeri(H(> 

ThjB.iis$as^mout  on  hQU3e4Plders  is  at^  tae  n^te  of,  ^  each,  4n.t^  a  lat^ 

^u  hor^*  I  .1  I  .  ■•  .r  M.  -  *'  I  I  .^  .'  ,!  k  •  -  .  '  , 
There  is.  i^a  toJl.Tfithin,  thq  p;ir1iaTnentaqr  'bQ^ndqJ^es,       .  ,  ,|.  .,   '.  . ', 

'■ :  ;rjbe.  sti^tyte  lahoiir  ^TPlvda  are  repjneaenteA  s^  Jp  v^.  bad  order.  .  »  '  J  /^ 
From  the  foregoing  statement  and  the' Abstracts  in  the  Appendix,  it 

^Pl>e9l9;  that„thff  Ajjei^  an;»i|^  op^  p^  ^r^jbpl^.  tp^.  «^d  bridg^  in 

theixnu^yofStWi^giajasfbllqiirs^-r  ^     ,,  ...  .,  .  ..  ,^,  ,, 

Xuraapilfe-roftd^  ...,-...  :.',..•:. .        ..  .,   ■tAS'49    JJ^Il  ,.^\[ 

., .  .StatMtelab^Jfr.jrom/ ...  ,     ^      .      ,....»       ,,.3*1.6014.?   - '  , 
Bndgemonfey,  .  .  .    ,,.    ,•,, ,  |j_|^_!X^^.-;^t 

TliO'tumpiltfeidebt  ooiiKtto-Jcrf-Hh.;-' ..:  tu.  i-  ^..r.-ri  --  j.- .(n-.  -  j.    .  r 


SiectnM  ]fy;''][KrfBonal^obligBtiQa[:«£  ,a^^        .,,:  . ;.         .  .i  i;jr/f 

Secured  on  assignation  to/boikpBly;  i ;a  :  o  •':  '583^<]  0-  ^iio*]ii 

Accumulated  interest,       ' .  .  .  29,481  15    4 
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Statute  liatboiip  toad  «Mbi^<'  J. 
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XXXI.— COUNTY  OF  StjfHE^^  '^  ^    J      \;        Cue::/ 

There.'fre  about  510  piles  of  road  wjtbin  the  coi^i^Jy.pf^Sut^ierland,    SutluKiinl. 

eans«tijjir,of—  ,lf.,.w  r.. .'...;'..,.    '-; 

P^rljwnentaxy  roadg^-:.-.  <.•;-.  j  i,. ;  .,  \  -..,;,  :..:,.,,»  ^, . .   .  961  ^Ufis. 
Statute  labour  roads,  .  . '     '  384        „ 

Jtaadii9m;8ediiiae(lftUii^)^b(><it:     .,,.,  . ,,  ^   ,^i   .  30     .  „       ^ 

• ..  "haaibecii  ,-'y  •  ••  *  i'. .  I  .f*;  .1.1  ...k.  -i   f -u.  i  /.,..-,/.,,  L^?^^ ,  ,6,  -  £f  , 

ParliamentaiTigraiit^.bcliii^ainottlitfix^i',     ..'  .  .^  .,•  .,<r 

'..ilij'the'.Aot;  ;■..•■.  I*   'M  /v. -,i-,  .^^  ].,  .U2^' ,0  ;.0( .;, .  ,    , ,- .    , 
;  .iUMMd  on'eoiuiilyi  .  .«  .^ .  j...  i ./.  i  .:•     "57^  -i^  .,5  l  ' ' ' ' 

Bedd^'^bkli,  the  t^ommi'ssioDierd  bi^^^  t&eVlfole^'eitpense  of  sUtyciin- 
tei^A^Q  affd  manage  menu  th^'pFop«rH<^il'd^  WbStU'abplic^bld  t6  l^tliier- 

\^  issesstaent 

, . ^ . .. ,  ,^ -  -, , .  ' "^^® ^'^ ^ 

Aciat  i^.  j^v\  £,  or  ^bout  pd^  bri  .the,' existing  Vebtal. . 

•■  •  '"■■    '        ■  ■'    I     ■•  I    '   i    'S  .  '   '.  .    c   V.    .   .     ,      ,f  1   •, 

•.V     ■•  i'&tA1FOTBi:LABO0R.B<IU^9.     i    ,.w        .   ,    *.  .  ,  \. 

The  atktute  liboilr'tda'dsare  re^Ated  by  th^  <3o<mty  Act'(«  mA  7- 
Vld.;  citp'.'Tl),— thelVtist^es  biitig  all  p(}t1$otis  o^tiin^  klkls  and  fishings 
valued  in  the  Cess  Books  at  L.100  Scots^  or  yielding  L.lOO  ster}m|;<^ 
rent,  with  their  f^'ct6i^;'kiid'  ifl)4^iiaiiit^  =  b<%d^j:i^g^  kbd^  61"  fishings  at  a 
rent  of  not.less'thkii  li'.20(5;tf'stt6h  ttehiint'1)6''hbinlfaa«ed  by*  ge«feral 

ftI?^oW''6otttty'i*'1^fk^B  6h  bM  ^^tm  Mia^wfth'bne  fUnd^  mnd 
there  is  one  surveyor  for  all  the  roads^  lii  'the'dotlttiy,  e^ce^it  tite'ParHa^ 
mentary  roaira^^hra  salary,  including  travelling-  epcpeifs^  dnd  the  'keep  of 
a  hone,,1feing  L:i80.  The  roads  are  all  mainttttt^  by  eonthuiti  gene- 
rally  for  a'p^od  of  four  years.  ./!".;[ 

The  maximum'  rale  of  assessment  is  Is.  per  £,  and  6d.  on  proprietors 

atandunte'li.lg. 

The  assessment  is  imposed  on  heritors  teenniing)  tdihfii;  jrenlr^pM 
with  relief  from  theif  ^tenaats  ib  the  cdcteiKt>  of  foiie<^ha^;7butihe  amount 
of  Bueh  teli^  set- td  exceed  41d.  per  £.  .  This  assessment-is  (esAiivated  at 
about  8d.  p«r-£l}ii  the  rental  of  4^0  «oiAi<!7v^  >(  '>w: ..!    .  .i-  <  >>..   f^ 

J  ^.!  ["P^RS,  Ferbies,  and  Bbidqes. 

Thekeis-Jito  a  varying  assessment^isoklyrpifid.  \(y  the  heritor^,  for 
pierB^-fefgiee,  and  laiger  bridges.  The  maximum  rate  is  lOs.  per  L.lOO 
^MUg.'  ^Th&iiA&al  assessment  is  estimated  at  about  5s.  per  L.lOO 
ttoingy'bciflg  i^bout  one  halfpenny  per  £  onr«ili»  tanlM  of  !the  osunty. 

There  aie  •iwewd  public  ferries  in  the  county — 5  at  least— where  tolls 
aie  kvi^  fo^'.cMsiig.    In  general,  the  ihnsa^l^hich  are  fixed  by  the 


cbcxiv 


SftpcrL 


Gouty 
of 


Commissioners  of  Supply,  go  to  the  ferryman  for  his  trouble.  The  onlv 
one  which  yields  any  revenoe  is  the  Meikle  Ferry  across  the  Dornoch 
Effth. 

The  total  revenue  appUeable  to  statute  labour  roads,  piers,  fsrries,  and 
bridges^  amounted  m  1856-57  to  .        ii.l,581  17    4 

And  in  1857-58  to  ...  .  2j047  11    4 

The  whole  assessment  for  roads  and  bEidgjes  in  Sutherland,  both  Par- 
liamentary and  statute  labour,  may  be  stat^  at  ll]^d.  per  £,  being  7^4. 
on  the  landlord^  and  4d,  on  the  tenant. 

The  existing  Act  is  defectiye,  inasmuch  as  it  makes  no  proTisicm  for 
the  construction  of  new  roads,  or  even  for  the  maintenance  of  suisb  as 
have  been  formed  since  its  date^ — ^tfae  roads  regulated  by  it  beU^  all 
specially  enumerated  in  a  schedule  annexed  to  the  Act. 

Road  fbom  Laisg  to  Soodxie. 

Besides  the  above  roada,  whieh  are  ftU  that  are  maintained  by  tbe 
public,  there  is  another  road,  about  80  miles  in  length,  on  the  line  from 
Lurg  to  Scourie,  which  is  maintained  entirely  by  the  Duke  of  Suther- 
land. It  was  made  in  1847-^one-half  by  the  money  collected  for  relief  of 
Highland  destitution^  and  the  other  half  by  the  Duke  Umself.  The 
greater  part  of  the  road  is  also  maintained  by  his  Grace. 

Invebubss  Bridgs. 

Thtt  bridge  was  erected  chiefly  by  Parliamentary  grants  of  L.13,700, 
t^payable,  in  22  annual  instalments  of  6^  per  cent.,  bv  the  counties  of 
invemesSy  Boss,  Sutherland,  and  Caithness,  llie  annual  payment  by  die 
county  of'^Butherland  is  L.lofr,  7s.  8d.    (See  Inverness.) 

Burgh  of  Dornoch, 

The  streets  and  roads  withiu  the  burgh  of  Dornoch  are  maintained  by 
the  County  Road  Trustees,  and  the  statute  labour  assessment  coUeeted 
within  the  burgh  forms  part  of  the  general  funds  of  the  Trust. 


From  the  foregoing  statement,  it  appears  that  the  average  expense 
voads  and  bridges  in  the  county  of  Sutherimd  may  be  thus  rtated : — 
Parliamentary  roads,  including  management,  L.981    6    6 

Statute  labour  do^      ....         2,047  11    4 
Road  from  Scoune  to  Laixg  (taken  at  same  rate 

per  mile  as  Parliamentary  roads)^  say^  300  14    7 

Inverness  Bridge  assessment,  .  ,  107    7    8 

L.3,457    0    0 


of 
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of 

Wigtown. 


XXXII.— COUNTY  OF  WIGTOWN. 

The  public  roads  in  the  county  of  Wigtown  extend  to  about  430  miles, 
via.,  about  61  miles  of  turnpike  roads,  and  nearly  380  miles  of  atAtnte 
labour  roads. 

The  whole  roads  and  bridges  in  the  county  are  regelated  nodor  ooeAc^ 
dated  1802,  and  renewed  as  to  turnpikes  in  182d;  bnt  in  practice  tlM^ 
are  managed  under  the  thrse  heads  of  (umpike  voada^  atalnte  hiMur 
roads,  and  bridges. 


clxx? 


TURRPflCB  BOAD. 

There  is  only  one  road  of  this  class,  viz.,  the  High  Boad,  ftom  Newton- 
Stewart,  by  Glenluce  and  Stranraer,  to  Fortpatrick,  with  two  branches  to 
Ayrshire.  Total  length,  about  51  miles,  witii  six  toll-bars,  and  a  reyenne 
of  abottt  I1.6OO  a-year. 

The  expenditure  in  1857-58^w«8  L.77%  which  was  considerably  in 
tsuem  af  the  levenve^—tAie  increase  being  ascribed  partly  to  a  rise  in 
wges,  and  a  fall  in  the  toll  rents.  The  opening  of  the  Portpatrick  Ri^* 
way  is  expected  still  farther  to  reduce  the  rerenne. 

iThe  clerk  (who  also  acts  as  clei4c  to  the  bridge  funds)  has  a  salary  of 
XtbM  from  the  tnmpsfee  funds.  l%e  treasurer  has  2}  per  cent,  on  the 
nett  amount  collected.  There  are  two  surveyors  fi>r  the  whole  roads,  both 
turnpike  and  statute  labour,  at  L.95  each  per  annum.  Of  this  the  turn- 
pike funds  pay  one-haMl 

Statutb  Laboitb  Roads. 

The  statute  labour  roads,  extending  to  379  miles  5  furlongs  168  yards, 
are  maintained  by  an  assessment  imposed  wholly  on  occupants,  at  the  rate 
of  30s.  sterling  on  each  L.lOO  Scots  vahiation.  On  houses  and  gardens 
in  towns  and  Tillages  the  rate  is  6d.  per  £  sterling  of  real  rent  or  annual 
value — all  below  £.5  being  exempt.  There  is  also  a  rate  on  non-agricul- 
tural horses  of  5s.  each  horse.  No  party  is  chargeable  under  more  than 
one  of  these  dassesf,  viz.,  the  highest. 

The  funds  raised  in  a  pajcish  are  limited  to  the  roads  within  that  parish, 
except  in  special  cases,  with  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  pro{>rietors, 
according  to  their  valued  rents.  There  is  a  separate  collector  in  each 
parish,  who  has  an  allowance  of  5  per  cent,  on  the  amount  collected.  The 
general  derk  has  2}  per  cent,  on  the  assessments  (or  about  L.30); 
sod  the  statute  labour  funds  defiray  one-half  of  the  salaries  of  the  two 
county  surveyors,  who  have  each  £.95  per  annum-— each  parish  contii- 
buting  rateably  according  to  the  amount  of  its  assessment. 

The  total  statute  labour  assessments  in  the  county  amount  to  about 
L.1,200  a-vear. 

Whereof— 
Fromlandfi^  at  30b,  per  UOO  ^cots^    ^  h^lfilt  13    8 

houses^  at  6d.  per  £»  .  S^O    S    0 

horsey  at  5&9     .        •        .        .        .  3^    1    5 


County 

of 
Wigtown. 


?» 
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Ii.1,275    1     1 

There  is  a  considerable  debt  on  the  statute  labour  roads ;  at  Whitsun- 
day 1858  it  amounted  to  above  L.3,000.  This  debt  has  been  caused  by 
the  oui^y  for  the  construction  of  new  roads,  for  which  the  funds  of  tlie 
road  l^arcj.  by  4  ouRute  of  the  Trustees,  been  impignorated.  In  general, 
no  interest  has  been  paid  to  proprietors  who  have  thus  made  advances, 
and  m  many  cases  tneir  prospect  of  getting  repayment  must  be  vexy 
remote. 

The  statute  labour  assessment  in  the  county  is  at  the  maximum,  and  it 
is  found  inadequale^  especially  in  th^  more  cultivated  districts ;  and  im- 
provements cannot  oe  carried  out  without  debt  being  incurred  to  pro- 
prieton  &r  advances 

Bridgk  Monet. 

The  county  Act  authorises  a  maximum  assessment  for  bridgesBonflj*  of 
4b  ad.  ats^iHr  L.li^  floats  of  valued  rent  lUs  aasesaiMtit  yields 
IUa9v  llM.  par  auram,  and  is  admaristered  1^  the  Road  Tm«te«« 
Ikn  m:am  ^bv^r  on  ibia  fund  for  laanageBient,  and  it  is  whgily 
applicable  to  bridges  on  statute  labour  roads. 


if^'fM  .^•%(W«• 


BuBons. 
Wffl^cjj^  <iTuJ,T^f^om. — The  streets  in  these  buxghs  are  entirely 

Stranraer'  and  Neujt<m'Stewart.-~r^}^,.t\mfmi;^  I«fsa<^'  ^tWitfb 

.  these  biuqehsy  aqd  u  mainkuBe4  br  the  toU  fimas.    The  Oliver  str^ii 


'mafiitainra'cmibfthestaroie  ikbour  a'^sessm'ent^  ^     i 

;    Ihe  Mttl.«ttiual  eost  of^itiK^Iaiid  bridges,  in  Wigtownshire  jlM«f  ^Mere- 
fore  be  stated  as  follows : —  v'r.:j''j'^f».!i'.'.'f     ;  !   :.      /■' •   .1/ 

StaluS^Wur  roads,       '       .     '       .*       ./        Vr^Jlf'  0    0      . 
Bridges^        .  .  .  f  ^'"   fV'    '.  ,      ■  w5    a'd. 

L.2,187     0    0 

tht  tetrp&eidteDt  copfifstsftt-^ 
Secured  on  assignation  to  tolls  only,  L.302  15  .  5 

r'  V'iiGDke78tadiitelab<auiiroftAiJteblif0."  .nijj]/-'  r.j  v;'^^^flgfl•^m'.  fl 

,1  ■  .*       ^  i!  .t     .     t  ,.'i    r,.'.     ■    r   ^■■■'    ...I-. 'I'  r.''-.  !■■';■-!  ..Vr^t^^if?-^--  .<^{.i:. 

♦    •♦._•'■•      •  I    '..'iii  "i     ',■■!'•     -I h  ,/;••(  I     .  .    !i III    it  1!    'f  J  ■  I    :•'!•.• 

-    '_  t  'J       I   ;  ,li'  '>••'','  ff'."'!'  .,•'11    i'  •    '   I.  *     1  f  •  •  t    '"•  I U    -j!  ""-  '■ '    -f    .'!*'       1 

Zetland.         iPheWkdlereJdstfngiMds'fn 'Ztetlttndikre'^Y^^ 

.cfippiviHltind/frbrait  iQffteatJQti. .  The|!  conaisi  df  ll8^<nilai^ i7hei^<^ almit 


iinee  1B47  flbm  %he'fll^ds*o^ihe  f%hfaiid  RelieflBba^,  ih'icottjmieHon 
'  iwiih  «0BI8  of^theipmpffictofs  of  ikad,  irWcontrttnrii^  «>pri>pot(8fen  >of  4be 
i.oi(p^n9e;;'Y^r3^<tf JVotfi^a^.J^filf.tp  %'ibN«,  Mi^W^  W9J00#  w^mitliQs 
.  f xpendeid,,iMVl^^^he^  s.Hperint^ndwce  o^.^.Q|Sce|:,of  tlv9.RQyii^},£ngiQi9fi8, 
employed  by  thej  Qovernment  tor  that  purpose.'  '         i      ,        , 

*  The  only  ine'ans  ^f  niaihtiafanhg  th^'toads^tfans  cioiiithLqtcd  ha^'beeti  "by 
voluntary  contributions  from  some  of  the  heritors,  nk^  l^  ^tflMg^e^'ilie 
(peT^QDtii  8f mriflBstof  Ihie. Ihhikbitiiflits:  mdfpi >  tka  Abb  tfi^b  audi suiiE»e^ent 
statutes  (the  time  of  labour  iMtMlg;  ^nodjfiedffoj^  ^^  ^?tf^Jb9r^1^>]^ 

ltT)cen  foun4  4<"te  inacfcquaU 

_.  ,  _^ ^ /g6badoriattlbnjilhiS^tet&t 

been  that  they  have  greatlyf  deteiioratsdn  !  • :  ■    .  i  i   , . '  . .  ^ '    ^ '  M    .1 
There  has  never  been  anyJocati^taitu^^lfklN^  A ^fonliAf8fQQt^$  and  it 


will  be  seen  irom  the  evidj^ncei  tljf^^  tjie,  Ppp[^p;ii^^iQn^f|B  i  p^,  j^i^ljr  had 

agreed  ^to  ^api^ly  to  the  Legislatiiriei  for 'an  Act'.autjionsinj  tW  existing 
' '  rodds  Ur  M  tAanitMned  by  an  asse^meiltil  n  t'aUs  >flrylUg  uSifi  iS.  to  6dl 

per  £  on  the  Valuation  KoUj  ailiig!M(%A«e>bd^  Wl<^'^  WftaiiQand 
1  thin  ia  Ifeottt^Qs.    The  amoynt  mtended.to  be  ^litearaifibdtisiitated  at 

L.4669I9S.  9d.,  orabotttL4p^.^Ue.|.  :,  »,  J,    ,r.,;r   t..r   .  «| 
It  waa^lso  in^nded  to  have  ah  extra  assessij^ent  for  makiilg  new  roads, 
'  but  that  tif«  tbtid  assessments  fdr  loadfe  shcAild  be  IhAH^  to^d.  f^ier  £r— 
~~pr(n)r]etarrto~be''CTtitled  to  recover  one-half  of  such  assessments  from 
I  th^  tefii^  1  i  /-.wl  /.  u.  //•!  »i  vr;,.  } 


They  may  be  shortly  stated  as  follows : — 

otatute  Liaboar  or  Assessment 

ililitary    and    Parliamentary  "     ''  * '  "'  ^''  ^^  •'^•^  *^''  «>^'  ^ 

Bkmds,'"".^    ...  *  1,194.  /;:;i2i!aiQ7;io  8 

Co^JDt^    J^oge   Money,  and  '^^' '^' ''''*''' J-J^^\n 

Ijoamftsa  Hridge,      •        .  ...  5,939    3    5 


It  ia^  necessary  to  explain,  ^klijefidstiaiioaitbd  llusiAtaldtuent, 
that,  in  framing  it,  the  expenses  of  building  and  keeping;  up  toll 
hoiitep^Ai^  jpi^,  i^d  other  charges  peculiar  to  the  toll  system, 
have  been  left  out  of  view,  the  object  being  to  bring  out  as 
nearly  as  possible  the  iiett  cost  of  maintenance  and  manage- 
ment, irrespective  of  thpmannp^i^  which  ^^  raised. 

It  is  also  pttJ^'ti'Wmiffk,  tliat  the  sum  at'plresent  expended 

:9Pii$t)tt^rt^]UmQiii?.iR<^^  as 

*htinjg>lmi  /tlaiii  would  be-  'Feqvilr^d  for  '>theirt  maintenfiiice '  m-i  a 

proper- fitiitfe^  6f 'i^lt.'wd  Ihaf  soifle  iatMJUoli  tlrtigbt  otf;,this 

ml^tio:^'^^  atnouM  al?<yre  '^Hfi^t '  ;0n  the 

;iJH6ifec:lian4,  ^j^iil^agip  of  Statute  .lUibauar;iKQa4s.W^fi^A 

HifittxeAnee^fijOM  iiihtfiittnafie>Miia  ,)uiB(ie.>  e«mfili^'>raiDdB>  ddosedi^as 

'c«tt&tot0  Lttbdcrf  fi«Ms..wh(tk  afe^  ^tr  of  tNiMi^'tttility,  land 

tjd(4^i*umbffe'difflcidt  tQf'fiB]tanbJ«iiy'r6liab1e^Btatemmlb>i<>f't4^^ 

^  ,-.tty^t4?:W^«  "deb.v.;ka'a  iii  ••tteic.b^'.|iiiy 

1.  Debt  which,  in  addibtoitiotoYan/  'i.>i^,-Miii  ytili  i.>m -tji 
u,-!  :<''rfMW^^  •■'/;^  •"••;■  '"'•■;'  '''' 

3.  Interest  unpaid,  statediwad^^ih'^        !    '   ' '       ' 

Carry  forward,        L.2,41^13-;  ■&.:  4 


»  , 


dxamii  E$pof*t. 

Brotight  forward,        L.2,413^1d     €    4 
From  this  mnst  be  de&cted  fcmcb 

at  credit  of  the  Tmsts^  .        •        •     90,641  14    0 

Leaving  as  the  nett  turnpike  debt,  L.2,322,57 112    4 

To  this  must  also  be  addred — 

Statute  Labour  Eoad  debt,    .        .        .     49,172    8     t 

■ll»  ■■  t>«l»»    ■■^M^^^^»li» 

Making  the'  total  nett  road  awl 

bridge  debt,  .        -        .        .    L.2,371,744    O  10 

It  is  scarcely  necessaty  to  remark  that  a  considerable  portion 
of  this  debt  must  be  looked  upon  as  of -very  doubtful  ralue,  and 
much  of  it  as  entirely  irrecoverable.  This  is  espeeially  tbe  case 
in  regard  to  the  interest  unpaid,  which  has  in  many  cases  been 
kept  up  in  the  books  of  tne  Trusts  without  any  expectation 
of  its" being  realised;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  the  Subscription  Debt,  or  money  secured 
on  the  tolls  only,  is  in  a  Bkniter  poiHticm^ 

We  have  not  deemed  it  wttfain  the  scope  of  our  inquiry  to 
attempt  any  detailed  valuation  of  the  debts  above  stated.  This 
can  be  satisfactorily  accomplished  only  by  a  special  and  mope 
exact  investigation^  after  all  parties  interested  have  had 
an  opportunity  of  heinff  heatd  in  sapport  of  their  several 
olaims:  It  iB  plain,  h^ev«r,  th«t  tiJnominal  aiDoiuit  of 
debt  brought  out  by  the  abstracts  above  quoted,  is  veiy  miach 
in  excess  of  what  can  be  regarded  as  its  true  value.  Many 
of  the  witxiesses  esasnined  l>y  us  consider  a  large  portion 
of  it  as  utterly  worthless,  and  state  that  en  occasions  when 
road  debts  have  been  brought  into  the  markeit,  they  either  have 
proved  altogether  unsaleable,  or  have  been  disposed  of  at  a 
price  far  below  their  nominal  value. 

The  total  amount  actually  paid  a6interoEtt;on  an  average  of  the 
last  two  years,  may  be  roughly  taken  at  about  L.45,000,  wbiciii:, 
at  4  per  cent.,  represents  a  capital  Turafiike  debt  of  only 
L.1,125,000,  instead  of  the  nommal  debt  ^  L.2^32£,571  ap- 
pearing in  tlie  Trust  Accounts. 

It  is  true  that  other  elements  ent^into  the  <[U6StioB  of  value, 
to  which  effect  cannot  be  given  in  any  sudi  general  esfamate ; 
for  example,  the  prospective  revenue  of  a  road  may  be  very 
different  from  its  present  or  reoeilt  revenue.  This  lis  moie 
especially  tbe  case  m  counties  where  the  railways  are  in  the 
course  of  rapid  extension ;  and  Iht^  result  manifestly  vnuBt  be, 
that  the  futiu?e  expectancies  of  creditorv  cannot  foe  calculated 
simply  from  the  amount  of  interest  hit&ierto  received  by  them, 
without  also  taking  into  account  all  the  special  circumstances 
in  each  case,  inclu^g  the  probable  effect,  injurious  or  beneficial, 
as  the  case  may  be,  of  the  opening  of  railway  lines  in  the  district. 


Whalaver  may  fa^  the  xeal  value  of  tbe  iroad  and  bridge  debt 
in  Seotfaokd)  we  consider  its  existesiQe  to  be  an  insuperable 
Motifmly  to  the  introduction  of  any  radicalchange,  but 
to  any  effectual  modification  or  improvement  of  the 
exiflliDg  ^8tem*  We  are  fully  av^ported  in  this  view  by 
tfae  evidence  of  the  most  intelligent  witnesses  whom  we  ex- 
annaed ;  and  we  are  decidedly  of  opinion,  that,  irreapeetive  of 
aay  ulf criar  legisLiiion,  it  has  become  imperatively  necessary 
that  provififton  ahoold  inanediatdy  be  made  for  the  extinction 
ef  the  present  incubus  of  debt. 

'  We  inre  already,  in  a  former  part  of  this  report,  alluded  to 
the  &et,  that  the  ocediton  or  holdecs  of  these  debts  are  mostly 
parties  mtevesled  in  tlie  roads,  and  having  properly  in  their 
licimty :  these  {xropiietDrs,  having  either  advanced  liie  money 
themselves,  or  xaiaed  it  £rom  third  parties  on  their  own  credit^ 
and  .nesponable  Ibr  its  repayment.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  to  sudb.  persons  the  great  inducement  to  make  these 
advaocesy  or  to  impledgp  tk^r  cvedit  for  monies  lent,  was  the 
anticipated  ben^t  to  their  properties,  irom  the  increased  facility 
of  communicatioD ;  and  such  benefit  has  no  doubt  generaUv 
accrued.  But  it  has  been  stated  to  us  thait,  on  the  great  trunk 
hues  of  road,  more  money  was  in  some  cases  ^qiiended,  both  on 
eonstroction  and  improveuMBnts^  with  a  view  to  Uie  aocommo- 
dation  of  the  pdbhc  generallv,  than  would  have  been  necessary 
for  ordioary  traffic,  or  required  for  the  wants  of  the  adjacent 
properties.  In  snch  cases  the  cjeeditors  assert  ^  specaal  claim 
agajost  the  public  for  ivlief  to  a  certain  .ext^it.  There  would 
^pear,  however,  to  bs  great  difficulty  in  xeccM^nising  a  distino- 
tKM  b€»tween  such  parties  and  the  general  bo^  of  creditors. 

Another  class  of  creditors  ^sonmsts  of  Eailway  Companiesi 
who,  in  order  to  dieacm  oppontion  to  the  construction  of  their 
lines,  have  taken  a  portion  of  the  road  debt  upon  themselvBSi 
to  the  relief  of  the  oth^  creditors.  The  companies  who  made 
soch  advances^  were  very  gep^nally  aUowied  to  rank  only  as 
postponed  creditors  to  ^he  nemaining  debt,  <»r  a  large  propor*- 
tion  of  it  i  the  consequence  of  which  is,  that  in.  many  casefi 
the  debts  held  by  the  railways  aseunproductive,  and  their  pro* 
spect  of  ultiipate  r^M^fment  very  yemote  and  questionable. 

It  has  alao  been  already  pointed  out  thait  jroad  creditors  in 
Scotland  are  in  a  &r  worse  position  than  in  JGngland  where 
thoy  can  appropriate  the  toll  revenues  primsxily  to  payment 
ef  interest  on  their  debts^  and  throw  we  burden  of  main^ 
tuning  the  roads  on  the '  parishes*  In  Scotland  the  order  of 
participatioa  is  iweised)  the  toll  revenues  beings  with  hardly 
anj  exceptional  primarily  liable  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
roadi,  whikt  the  daima  of  creditors  are  postponed,  and  their 
ms6q>t  of  interest  iB,<»ntingent  on  the  balance  of  unexpended 
rerenoo  beiqg  auffident  fas  that  purpose. 


.  1. 


Smfk 


1(1  order  tp  pqi^t,  oat;  ^jp,t,  ot  t^hj^i  gji^iA^ivp^i  w)wm?Jjl  i^n^eif^ 
into  the.  que|5ti9Ji,otth^irry^P!B.  .;;^|j^  cktofpjiuflion.  of.tto 

tod  we.JM:©;p^^(^^i9p,..tta^  ,wd.^iMir 

^blp  ,detejrpcunal409^  At  j™[..^€v  »ep/^s^7  tp.fouow  ,th^  CQurs^ 
pursued  iu,,the*^qa^  xrf  Swth  )tV'jalefi,,  jfj;  w^  fs  ijq  Jr^Umd* 

be  -valued  by  a  ppepifiliVyCta^  Cowpiijsipjgiftrji^  apt 

pointed  fqr  ta^.  piji^Wjf  wbf)  jsUpulq.bave  fiji  ppwer  ta  pall  f<ff 
at|  inforraation  Wrjugf  uppn;  |(i}^e.  i^|ifl|:^jK(^  wd  jbqfQt^.  wdiom  tl>^ 
claims  QjF  al)  p^rlti^s  fl^^auld  1^  fffily  WfAj  ^^4  i]}^Mfl^  o(  ^i^ 
debts  finally  adj|oi,dicate4  «M/¥F®4t.!  I^  ^J^W  pjl^^ei^ts  wfgp^ 
followed j  tii?,  togp  itepi , 9if. . f f  .if?itcarp^t,  PflPW ''  •.  "^9^^^  be^eith^ 
whoUvep^clud9d^,cv^;?iedi^^  ...    :     i 

Wbeu  the  nomjijal.debt  |hf3  tpus.;t)€^ij  ^^edjouped  to  its.  ac^uid 
yaluQ^  and;ttiQ<qIauas,,of  .tlie:SQVfTaJi.ci;edij^  dually  adjust^^ 
It  Ayill  be  ne^eis^arji  tp  deteiqii^e  ,av^  wj^at  aifeas  the  ))uraeu  pf 
Ae' deb|;  ^.l^qii^ldj,  ][)e  i^  il;  AhQuLl 

rf*^'       ^ .    7     t ':     1 1  l'  '    I'll    ;'■''-.'--;;    i  ■•  '  f -    1«  >    1 1   -i  ♦■'••'■'  I  ,       •'  •     "■;'•»•  j 

i  We  see  no  ptbprjWble  piaM,pf^de^qg.TV'fjt^idip.de.^^  than 

tba^  tw  :^M^,xp^i;]fe^,d9^ 

bemg  vatedfi^,.thei;C.Wjlf7ro^b^  ?>fould.,b!?  JP?S»?^d,inU>  qn^ 
si^nji,  ^pd  tfici.gro$^  ^ipqy?rt  ..qK^jfg^.api.a  bM^n  W*^'?^  1*^ 

Xhe  roads  and  bndges  rormed  withm  a  county,  under  tpQ 

benefit  Xq ,  the'  whple  .tipprjiiyp,  an,d ,  {>l4iqvig|i  particplar  qases  .of 
Ijardship  )Yi|l  no  dqub.tf.a^-^pe^  f);^^  g^n^er^al  priAciple  by  whicb,;^ 
yhole  cqupjijy  is.  m^e  po  .pay  fpp.vjb;^.  ^s  a  ppnunon  benefit  ^^ 
all  appf^^s,  to.  1^^  the,  f^^t  ,tp  jrhi^h ;  r^qojurse,  can  be  Jiutd.    .  v 

I  Jii,  9^e3..,wJfq;?  ^^  jjp^i  pf  ,rc^^i  3it^^t^  in  Uvq  or.  in<vs 
Qonntiejjj  >\:^iCoi;isider,fl|at..^bp:deibt,rf^9d^  apportjioi;^d,i|^ 
pJL-oRort^pn  tp^.tlx?  e^tentpf;flQule^ip  eaql^.    ,      .,    .  . 

.  "fhe  arefis  oii).wliicb,l;Veid^Wr§n9^1d,  Jnipijir  ppinion,  be.^lpH 
cated  l^eiqg  thi^  'fi.%efj,  :\yy  ^ad  .tp,  <f pq? i^^,  i^i^  what  pw)*R^ 
the  burden  should  be  laid,  and  ^e  arrived  at  the  conclu$iQzv 
thaiit.ovgbU9,^iTO9spd,^tu;^ly9fi,^  ...    .; 

VYe  fecpgi4se,a  mai;^^^  and.Wfajtprifil  qisti^ctipji.  bptiye^^.tl^e 
originaj  .ppn^trfirao^.pf  la  .^iful  W  bi;id^  ap4  its  ordinary  repwi;, 
Xlie  fyxmT^  mv^t jPe.  ;^qg^w4 li^  U^  .figtt  pfi^  near^ao^nl;  hfk-^ 
prov'pnvent,!  fegitim*t|elj^,  cW^  ^fl^n^t.  tpe.   p-wners  of 

prop^y  benefited,  ^ylliI$t  tbp  latt^p  Js.qf  an  ipcideni^lax^d 
temporary  character,  )iav^ng  rejjey^nce  tp,  |)i}e;5ent.  xj^e,  and 
present  Ijlendfit,  apd,.  as  siipb,  fju^Jy  pbaj^gpa^lg  pnall  who  exgqj: 
sucbi  use  apd  ^^ricfit.as.Qppqpante^.iYhj^tlier  t^nant^  orownei;^. 
IF  this  principle  be  conceded^  it  is  pvid^fit;  th'ati  the  d^bt^^ 
wbicb  -has  aris^p,  ft!pp\  |;bp;Qpn,^pti9;n,oif^tJift:ypJ^  murt 4d80 


-"We  can  Tteadii?*biiti^i^'lfftit'i't)to^toirWl»oi*  ^liCT^^^^ 
ttterest** lit' i' p^pfetoii^ 'J&i&  '■^■- kidl 'drt  '^Witeh^tlid  debt' Mi 


paving  his  proportion  of  s^jch  assessment;  that  it  was  frbih' 
the  hiet^ft<*ai^t'bf- Bii'ti&JtldftiHatteiaia 8f IteM  hatitJeAed 
to'fonn '4- taartV*knhU'6r<wl.irfiikft^t?bh,'iVhi5reb^ 
bA»tt»e"8<)'ff6iiH8litt^j''^htt  tHrltafeihi'^fe^-arta  fecitiitT^  tii^se 
cbiriteel!>ferifertts'Sh(Ar8=nk;«fe'ifea^'a''t^cKiHy*lj'yy'hltti,;fciilt 
be  imparted  to  other  proprietors,  sq  as  tQ  diminish  ^e  genet'al 

btirden.''  '  ■    '"'•'"'    '"•    >''■■■'■'''    l-'il'''<"l    --.••■Jl''l  I    J  <;r,    ■'.i;.pP    :,1 

•   fe  &aV  jtt'fiWt-kirfht'a]itJ«!i^'Ji«r'(i  ilpAii' o^eVS  of'lkndi 


fecetrffy  pWffehafel,  thtft'!tHeysHbtiWtt6^bfetiiir^d'oii  td  pdy 
*nH-  bortioi^  ofitb^feicp'^iii^'  <tf  iUksh^HtiMi'dtid^,  '^ftkfhkym 
sSri^f  -ht^'  ^'  latri|e'b««ie'.'f6i"  tli«r'«drty,'  tM'vyihfe  of 
whicli  ftad 'bien' clftFa'i^l''bit^  fty^e'^v'^V' rcrads^'T'^Wiik 
«r««'iiott-rterfttii«l  "td  cyrttribbli^rW  it'du^  be  bdVire'fn'ffiiVid 
(Itat  sa<A  toeMoils>«!f<yrfly'"bd'liable^d'be'i^ie^se'df6ir  th^'ilefct 


m  ,Mi : 


<!ttrtain'*ortlbas^bf'ftji*tfflj^bfoaas;riHVlffch'd6^^^ 
fheiif  tiaMfanWHta}^'bbtfn(M'rl^;-a  'iharfe.  if  tH^-(leH''tyf  thesd 
^oads'sWilW'Bi  AHo<*at(rd  ikpbfi'the'ieVdi^l''boWH&Vipt%)<Jrtiofied' 
W'the- eitiiit  of' feu«Ii  i^adi"W{hiri'their rfeto^ctf/^ hlnits,  ahd' 
*d«W  fehii'tf'btiiia«?ri:!6tt'6^b6^ 'Wittfiii''btii'frh' !ii'tfte  same= 
w4V  its  th6*tftcitJd(!rotintyllbW'Dabt^ii1aiU'6ri>6priet^^^ 
tt4ib-llttdWirfdJ8iWct./-  '■  •'■  ■■'  '■"■  ••'  -^  ■•'■•■'■■  ■•■'•  '■.'■  ' 
■  -Bi^tf  ^iim.m H^duW-yj/O f (^ir^'  W'fcc^  tfil'd^;' iW  the;  case 
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of  tbe  Olai^w  and  Cariisle  Boad,  and  the  Comhili  District  of 
the  €K*eenlaw  Tnmpike,  portions  df  which  extend  into  Engltmd. 
On  the  same  principle^  which  has  already  been  laid  down  in 
regard  to  adjacent  conntie^  it  would  be  proper  that  a  piopor* 
tion  of  the  debt  of  these  roads  (if  anj),  oorresponding  with  the 
milei^'  in  En^and^  should  be  provided  for  in  that  conntry. 

The  nominal  amount  of  debt  of  all  descriptions  in  the  difib^ 
ent  connties  of  Scotland  -is  shown  in  ine  Appendix  ^P). 
From  this  Table  it  will  be  seen  that,  in  some  connties,  the  aebt 
is  ahreadj  eith^  wholly  extinguished^  or  the  amount  is  very 
trifling.  In  the  Highland  comities,  the  sums  required  for  the 
fermation  of  the  roads  have  been  already  raised  by  means  of  an 
assessment  on  tbe  proprietors.  In  Sdkirk^ire,  the  proprietors 
assessed  themselves  to  pay  off  the  latrger  portion  or  the  debt, 

f>revioa8  to  obtaining  their  present  County  Bead  Act,  acloiGW- 
edging,  as  it  were,  the  soundness  of  the  principle  which  we 
have  adopted.  In  Mid^Lothian,  and  some  other  counties,  the 
debt  has  been  nearly  extinguished  by  means  of  tcdls ;  whilst, 
in  the  county  of  Kincardine  and  theStewartry  of  Kirkcudbright, 
the  wealthier  Trusts  have  become  the  creditors  of  others  which 
were  insolvent.  Li  other  counties,  such  as  Aberdeen,  Baii£^ 
Forfar,  Lanark,  Perth,  and  Ren&ew,  the  amount  of  debt  is 
alarming,  and  any  assessment  for  its  liquidation  would  neces* 
sarily  press  severely  on  the  landed  interest  in  these  counties, 
wa»  it  not  that  its  nominal  amount  appears  to  be  verv  greatly 
in  excess  of  its  real  value.  Besides  which,  many  of  the  pro* 
prietors,  or  their  representatives,  are  themselves  the  parties  to 
whom  the  road  debts  are  now  due,  and  the  sums  which  they 
would  be  called  on  to  pay,  under  an  assessment  levied  finr 
liquidating  the  debt,  would,  in  many  instances,  be  reodivable 
by  themselves. 

If  the  principle  be  once  established  that  the  road  debts  of  eack 
county,  when  ascertained  and  &irly  valued,  are  to  ferm  a  burden 
upon  the  county,  it  becomes  a  questiott  of  comparatively  less 
importance  how  the  money  is  to  be  raised* 

In  South  Wales,  the  requisite  amount  was  borrowed  from 
the  Exchequer  Loan  Commissioners.  The  sum  obtained  fix)m 
this  source  was  nearly  L.215,000,  and  the  reduction  on  the 
nominal  debt  was  about  27  per  cent.  We  anticipate  that^  in 
Scotland,  the  reduction  on  the  nominal  amount  will  be  very 
much  greater,  but  still  the  sum  lequixed  will  b&  large,  and 
may  possil^  amount  to  a  million  or  a  milliMu  and  a  quarter 
stealing.  The  principle  of  sock  an  adrrance  haa  been  re- 
peatedy  recognised,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Drainage  Acts,  tl^ 
oouth  Wales  Turnpikes  Abolition  Acts,  the  Iirvemess  Bri^^ 
Act,  and  other  instances  %  and  there  can  be  no-  questicm  thstt 
the  advance  would  be  a  great  public  benefiN;,  whilst  the  aecuriQr 
foif  its  repayment  would  be  undoubted* 


Beport*^  ckxziii 

Following  dift  precodeDil^  already  ultudted  to^  pBQviaionwoiald 
hsve  to  be  made  m  the  sMmjment  of  the  loan,  with  interest, 
dunag  a  limited  period.,  la  tlie  cade>  of  the  Drainage  AetB,  the 
rate  was  fixed  at  &|  per  cent,  fer  22  years;  in  that  of  Soath 
Walesy  the  rate  was  5j^  per  cent,  lor  a  period  of  80  years ;  and, 
in  the  case  of  lavemess  Bridge,  the  rate  was  6*^  per  cent,  tot 
22  Tears. 

In  the  e^rent,  howerer,  of  sach  a  loan  not  being  obtainable, 
we  Gonsider  that,  under  the  authority  of  an  Act  of  Parliament, 
no  county  would  find  any  difficulty  in  borrowing  the  sum 
necessary  for  the  liquidation  of  its  r^ad  debt  by  a  simple  and 
easy  machinery,  either  by  means  of  debenture  bonds,  bearing  a 
fixed  rate  of  interest,  or  in  such  other  way  as  may  be  thought 
most  advisable;  but  by  such  means  the  interest  woold  be  more 
burdensome  than  if  the  loan  were  obtained  £rom  the  Exchequer 
Loan  Commissioners. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  the  sum  payable  in  respect  of  each 
property  might  he  fixed^  so  that  the  owner  might  have  it  in  his 
power,  at  any  time,  by  disoharging  the  principal  sum,  to  relieve 
ma  estate  of  the  annxial  payment  on  account  of  interest,  and 
that,  for  this  purpose,  powers,  similar  to  those  con&cred  under 
the  Acts  for  jnedemption  of  the  land  tax,  might  be  conferred  on 
proprietors*  And  it  mi^t  be  thought  advisable,  even  under 
the  plan  first  proposed,  to  enable  owners  of  property  to  buy  up 
the  annuity  chargeable  on  them  at  a  given  rate  to  be  fixed  by 
the  Act.  Where  proprietors  wece  also  creditors,  there  would 
be  an  obvious  advanta^  in  enabling  them  to  set  ofi^  the  pay-* 
ment  which  they  womd  have  to  make  in  the  one  capacity 
against  that  whidi  they  would  have  to  receive  in  the  other. 

Whatever  may  be  the  particular  arrangement  which  the 
L^islatnre  may  deem  it  most  expedient  to  adopt  in  dealing 
wj^  the  deb^  we.  beg  leave  to  submit  to  your  Majesty  oar 
conviction  of  the  urgent  necessity  for  its  being  fi^rthwith  valued 
and  provided  for,  so  that  it  may  cease  to  be  a  burden  on  tJbe 
road  revenues.  We  r^ard  such  a  si^  as  an  indispoosable 
pneluninary  to.  the  intiodne&MMQ  of  any  extensive  or  TOneficial 
change  in  the  present  jsystem  of  maintaining  and  managkig  ther 
roads. 


On  the  suppositioD  that  the  whole  of  the  Soad  Debts  shall 
have  thus  been  provided  for,  we  now  proceed  to  lay  before 
your  Majesty  the  result  of  our  deliberations  under  the  alter- 
native heads  of  inquixy  prescribed  to  us  in  your  Majesty's 
Commiasion,  vig>; — 

X*  ^  How  far  it  may  be  desicsJble  and  pcaetieable  to  institute 
^  a»  eqoitaUe  ajatwi  of  assessment  in  lieu  of  the  present  mode 
^  of  maintaining  the  Public  Boftdft  in  Scotland  oy  Tolb  and 
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<  Statute  L^tbour,  or  whether  t^^:  other  ^cbai^^  :xm^^h» 
^  beneficially  introduced . in  the  said  jnodc^- wKipbi  j^.  qw 
^  opinion,  would  be  calculatejl  to  seouuea  moxe  ooooomic^ 
^  an4  equitable  system  than  that  wUqIl  at  p^e^pt  .pjrevaak*'  . 
And  IX.  *  To*  inquire  into  aji4  J^port  i^OA  the  .^9i$tUig 
'  management  qf  sadb  public  Boad^a  ,al%d  whetjuer  .^u^woWog^ 
^  might  be  introduced  into  the  ^auj^ji^mept  b;^  the  c<H)9aUda^ 
*  tion  of  Trusts,  oj:  otherwise,  whic%  m  oui:  opiwoii,,wQuid  be 
^  calculated  to  secure  a  more  ecojocnucal  ap<l;efficieiit,aystei&.' 


It . •  ..t  'f. 


^ART  I.  '  . 

In  prosecuting  our  inquiries  rundes  U)o  firsjt  uf  the^e.keads, 
we  felt  ourselves  autlionse^.to  ^assume  that  tbe'objeetion&Uie 
nature  of  tolls^  andthe  exp(^di^ncy  of  their  rem^val^ftre  adubHted, 
and  that  we  were  not  feqviirf4  to  take  evidepci^  to  prove  t^e 
incanvenience  and  diss^yant^age^  wit^  whiobi they. are  attended^ 
save  only  in  so  £eir  as  it  n;kighti  be  iBCuniibidnt.iQtt  ua  td  wss^ 
the  evils  connected. with  th^  t^H  system^  again^  ihosei  of  aay  ' 
other  which  might  be  propo^  aj^  a  substitute, :  .  -i  • 

A  large  portion  of  tli^  evid^nc^  which  we.  have  oofiectod^ 
with  a  view  to  suchi  a  comparison^  tends  -to  show  nioli.'  only-tiie 
actual  state  of  the  Turnpike  >  Roads  in  ;rc^9ird,  tf>Q. their  pi^e^nt 
management  and  financial  ppsitio^,  but  ai^o>  tb^ir  past  wsUmy-j 
and  tne  various  interes^ts  which,  have  snmng  tip  and  been 
developed  in  the  prpgress  pf  !Ko^d  legislataoQ4  The  want  of 
any  consistent  or  fixpd  principles,,  and  th^  earelesls  and  per- 
functory manner  in  which  Tuf  npike  Aots  have  been  sufiboed 
to  pass  through  t^^rliament,  w.i^tfout  wy,  proper  check  •o^ 
control,  have  led  to  mucb  confusipa  and  pearpiexity ;  and  fnom 
these  causes  havo  .aiisen  many  ojfthe  co^ptiicalioiis  •  biNiu^t 
under  our  notice  as.  urgently  requiring-  to  be  i^mediedi^  and 
yet  presenting,  a|;  tho  's^une  tiqie^  £^*i4>qs  obbiaides^inthe  iray 
o^  alteration  or  improyememt.  .  .    ^  ..  , 

The  objections,  to  the  .Toll  j^y;9tei%  whetrlmi:  fis  r^jards'iid 
inconvenience  or  its  want  of  equity^  liave  been  incidentally  • 
spoken'  to  by  many  of  the  witnes^^  examined  by  us^  and  they 
have  been  very  distinctly  set  forth,  bpth  in!the»  ovidence  (p.']:8i9) 
and  in  the  published  wo^k^  of  Mr  Paganr-^a  geptlemm  t»  whom 
we  c£^nnot  allude^  wit;hout  stating  hf>m,  n^uqh  we  la«  indebted 
to  bim  for  informatiQji  ixx  regat^d  to  the  sta;(^4ud  saauagv^nent" 
of  roads  in  Scotlapd,  and  to  who^  .evidence  W0  would  wisk  to 
call  special  attentiop^       i    .  .1      1         .  1.   -•'    

It  maybe  sufficiei^t  here  to  Tj^fe^.tp. the^b^tity^ie^dpettseof • 
obtaining  and  renewing  Turnpike  Acts.;  iki^  o^malnMstioo^sad" 
maintenance  of  toIl-houseiSji  mil;^  and  steelya^^ithe^.aimtial 
adyertisijig  aij^d  le^tipg  of  tQflTbai;sj.the  profit^  acciruing  t(^  W6 
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stjiai 
dttfernit^'Tl-W*^, 'ek*h  tvitft*itsiAy(^p^haeril!^set  of  tpll-barSj, 
oAoek^'  itirf^^imjtjntt;'.  fen*  gfeni^ralfy  'tfe^'  fnterfiiption.  and  dis- 
oa8»>ig^^mi^!V«  'ctLti^^' i&^tttim^^  hy  {6\%%eh<^  set  down  on  ity 
principal  thoroughfares,  giving^  rise  to  evasion  of  payment  by 
driving  over  circuitous  routes,  and,  as  a  consequence,  to  in- 
creased damage  to  another[set[^qf  i)()a^s. 

The  somewhat  trite  maxim,  *  that  Uiose  who  use  a  ro^d 
^sboaid'pay  ««•  ft)^*  KU^  beeii'-freft^itt^riHy  hifeWlotibd  fo  Us  'in 
JQa£fic«tsim:  d^Jthe^'till  ^IVitofe  i'hni  the  persons  trho  r^iy  on; 
tUisi:pleti^  «itb€»r'*!5:fel,'  "or^'iir^'blirid'  to  the'  fiict;   that   it' 
ia- firaetictliy  ^poi^ibl^'-'b^.  liieans  of'tdllfe'  to  make ^ all,  or 
nosAy.  flft,  tbos0  wh6  Use  the  r6ads,'  pay  for  such'  use".    The^ 
wl^fa/of  the  ^o^ii!W!«¥V«*firig  bet\v^ii*th'e  *toll-bars  is  open' 
t(y  ue  i vitiiotft  *tiy  pttyttieilti."  Wb  hive'  iti^ j;hilCdi'  in  'tfrhich  no " 
.  toll  is  exacted  fo^i^ifetahc^i- 6f  irw^eWeifo^rtt^en,  oi^'s 
mfletj;  ifad  it  *'h©«6rii^^thktf  18(4^6  Y^^mottfe  bf^iiiaiiy  turnpike 
reads'd»  liwd 'daily  ^frtftfcrfH^hoi  ooVitribjjt^lrtfle  or  notliiiig' 
bviip«yiijartsifet^tAittpffe^gati^l''^Utiles^^  Ibll-fears  were" 

tovier-ntaltipliwi'ito^'rtftf  ^ikierifthgtti  Votfld  b^"itit6lelviWe,"iP 


ct«ft%»ii«(^ti^'rtA^sjJftfei:^'A1f^  tndny  'i^Mb  %fely  traveVand  ' 
wIm  yotJadife^tljf  di^ve'^J^at  b^nll^'ftbrfi  turripike  roa^ls^  * 


a 

ta  iicUicb  tdiey.  ^nWlbtlt^  ^hffliiif g: 

tll8! 


wWch  'iii4yt|)jepat«l*>k)*^fe'^H'«lHn^*yx^is*t6d^^  othWs 

v^faich  have  arisen  within  a  compmmiVe^f  rb<!;dht*  p(?riod,  and 

wWAlh«»d0rivd*ta«f yfgifviWfc  the  alt6ted  eiVcunistanccs 

' 0(  ibBtMcntt\V  •'•I'c^^tlWfeer  ife  sWaft'  rlcNv'^hbrtly  allude;  beio 


ab«n*n«(lj>i»^bfeki(g^kiiteftg6f'^5^1ff6d'fo        purposes  f6*r  whicb^ 
it  was  oric^inally  instituted.    In  East  Lothiah  it'  'hns  dlrcadr' 
beM^ten>to4MPlk>«i^^ai!k'd'of  t'^islrir^  air  ddeadkte  revenue; 
and;a;flMl«riieMlt^uld^'^m  l^iy,V  119  distant  ^riod,  to   ' 
fblkwiin^AlMrde^kti^^i&rid'othe^  tH)U'n't}^^  ^"  \  "'     


n 
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revenue  which^  from  this  cause,  has  be^i  pcca$ioued  in  the 
several  counties  or  Trusts^  ref<^rence  may  be  made  to  thie 
tabular  statements  handed  in  by  Mr  Moncrieff  {Mmdeacef 
pp.  264,  et  seq.)y  which  show  in  a  very  striking  manneri  the 
effect  of  the  operation  of  railwavs  on  roads  in  tho  county  of 
Perth.  The  same  result  is  exhibited  in  a  state  of  the  toll 
rents  in  Aberde^Qshire,  handed  in  by  Mr  Burnett  (p.  565), 
although,  in  this  instance,  the  full  effect  is  as  yet  scarcely 
sufficiently  developed.  In  East  Lothian,  the  reduction  has 
ajuounted  to  a  full  half  of  the  revenue ;  whilst  a  siniilai?  re- 
sult is  apparent  in  the  counties  of  Linlith^w,  Berwick,  and* 
in  general,  wherever  the  fori^ation  of  railway  lines  has.  ma- 
terially disturbed  the  previously  existing  traffic. 

Nor  is  the  diminution  of  revenue  on  many  lines  of  road  the 
only  effect  attributable  to  the  introductioa  of  railwaya.  The 
dislocation  and  transference  of  traffic  &om  one  set  of  roads  to 
another,  is  in  manv  cases  equally  striking,  and  subversive  of 
the  existing  state  of  things. 

The  distinction  between  Turnpike  and  Statute  Labour 
Beads  has,  since  the  iutroduction  of  railways,  become  every 
year  Jess  marked-  For  the  greal;  line^  of  road  communication, 
we  have  qow  railways  substituted  in  nearly  every  direction. 
The  effect  of  this  change  hss  been  to  do  away  ahaost  entirely 
with  what  is  knowa  as  the  ^'Through  Traffic"  on  the  great  tum- 
pike  Boads,  and  so  far  to  alter  their  character,  as  to  place  them 
nearly  on  the  same  footing  as  Statute  Labour  Boads,  used  ooly 
to  supply  the  wants  of  those  connected  with  the  locality.  It  was 
the  through  trajlcy  and  the  impo^ibility  of  making  such  traffic 
pay  for  the  use  of  the  roads  by  any  otiaer  means  than  by  tolls, 
.which  maiidy  justified  the  Turnpike  system,  and  formed  the 
strongest  plea  for  maintaining  it,  notwithstanding  it$  admitted 
inconveniences  and  annoyapces.  Besides  which,  the  inequality 
of  the  payments,  which  are  so  glaring  in  regard  to  the  mere  locsl 
traffic,  did  not  so  sensibly  affect  the  ^^  through  traffic,"  whiph 
passed  over  the  whole  line  of  road,  Thei^e  are  many  cases  in 
which  Statute  Labour  Boads  have  virtually,  so  far  asi  traffic  is 
concerned,  taken  the  place  of  Turnpikes,  the  traffic  being 
shifted  from  the  one  dass  of  roads  to  tlie  odier,  in  oonsequenoe 
of  the  location  of  railway  stations  causing  traffic  on  cross  roads 
which  were  previously  little  used. 

The  Turnpike  and  Statute  Labour  Boads  being  l^us  to  a 
great  extent  assimilated  in  character,,  there  would  seem  to  be 
UO  longer  any  valid  ];easou.why  the  two  kinds  of  roads  should 
be  kept  up  by  separate  systems.  The  sanie  principle  which 
recognises  an  assessment,  as  a  proper  and  equitable  mode  of 
raising  funds  for  maintaiiung  Statute  Labour  Boads,  would^ 
under  the  altered  circumstances,  seem  equally  to  justify  the 
application  of  an  assessment  to  Turnpike  Boads,  inasmuch  as 
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the  tolls  must  now,  for  the  most  part,  be  levied  from  the  parties 
in  the  neighbonrhood,  ^ho  would  be  the  very  parties  required 
to  pay  under  an  assessment,  and  for  whose  oenefit  the  roads 
are  kept  up. 

The  vanous  considerations  to  which  we  have  now  advertec^ 
all  appear  to  point  to  the  desirableness  of  a  change  from  the 
ijstera  of  tolls  to  that  of  assessment,  and  lead  to  the  conviction 
that  every  year  must  render  recourse  to  the  latter  system  more 
and  more  necessary. 

We  are  not  insensible  to  the  difficulties  attendant  on  any 
stich  sudden  and  compulsory  change,  and  the  opposition  which, 
m  many  quarters,  would  oe  likely  to  be  called  forth  by  any 
disturbance  of  existing  interests,  or  alteration  in  the  incidence 
of  present  burdens ;  and  whilst,  in  the  contemplation  of  such 
opposition,  we  hesitate  to  advise  any  immediate  compulsory 
legislation  introducing  a  system  of  assessment,  we  are  pre- 
pared to  recommettd  that  all  legislation  should  be  in  that 
direction,  and  with  a  view  to  the  abolition  of  tolls^  at  the 
eariiest  practicable  period. 

Having  thus  expressed  our  opinion  in  favour  of  the  principle 
of  assessment,  we  deem  it  right  further  to  point  out  the  manner 
in  which  it  appears  to  us  that  such  a  system,  if  adopted,  should 
be  carried  out. 

In  such  case,  we  should  propose  that  all  the  public  roads  in 
each  county,  whether  Tnrnpike,  Statute  Labour,  or  Military  and 
Pariiameirtary  Roads,  should  be  united  under  one  common  sys- 
tem, both  as  to  management  and  finance;  that  there  should  be 
no  longer  any  separate  levy  of  Bridge  Money,  and  that  Bridges 


should  mftiture  be  placed  in  all  respects  on  the  same  footing  as 
Soads,  and  managed  along  with  them ;  for  although  Pontages 
cBffinr  from  Roaa  Tolls,  m  securing  pajonent  from  all  who 
Kake  use  of  the  Bridges  on  which  they  are  placed,  they  are 
otherwise  so  similar,  and  form  so  integral  a  part  of  thorough- 
fiffes,  that  there  would  seem  no  reason  for  dealing  mth  them 
otherwise  than  with  Roads.  In  thus  establishing  a  new 
and  unifbrm  scheme,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  existence 
rf  a  sCTarate  system  of  roads  like  those  under  the  charge 
of  the  Highland  Roads  and  Bridges  Commissioners,  with  aJl 
its  adnutted  benefits,  should  no  longer  be  kept  up ;  and 
that  the  roads  should  devolve  upon  the  several  counties  in 
which  they  are  situated,  and  by  whom,  even  at  present,  the 
principal  share  of  ifhe  expense  of  their  maintenance  is  de- 
frayea.  Where  any  Trust  at  present  embraces  a  road  extend- 
ing over  more  than  one  county,  such  road  would  of  course  be 
subdivided,  and  the  maintenance  of  its  several  parts  would 
devolve  upon  the  counties  in  which  they  are  respectively 
situated.  Some  similar  provision  will  be  necessary  a3  to 
Trosts  which  extct^d  into  England. 


The  ^wliole  roads  and  bridges  in  each  cpuxity  beuig.  tl^)9S 
comprised  under  one  system^  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  amount 
annually  required  for  their  maintenance  and  management 
should,  be  levied  by  an  a&sessment  imposed  on  cccnpi^ra  during 
the  currency  of  existing  leases,  for  it  would  be  inexpedient  to 
interfere  with  the  present  relations  of  landlord  and  tenant ;  ,but 
in  cases  where  there  are  no  existing  leiv$@s^  and  under  all 
future  leases,  where  it  was  not  otherw;ise  stipulated,  we  would 
empower  tenants  to  retaui  one-half  of  the  amount  of  such 
a^essment  fronit  the  rent  payable  to  their  landlords^ 
:  It  is  no  doubt  true^  that  under  the  present  system. of  Tolls 
and  Statute  Labour,  not  only  is  the  burden  of  maintaizuifg 
the  roads  paid  by  occupiers,  but  by  means  gf  payment^s,  at 
toll-gate^y  these  parties  pqw  proviflp  for  thq.  interest  of  the 
Roau  Debt,  and  even,  contribute  to  its.  gfadua}  extinction. 
The  llu^ge  debt,  for  example,  in  tl^e  co.nnty  .of  £dinburgh, 
which  in  1836  amounted  to  L.9S,C00,  ha^  beien  reduced,  to 
about  Jji.9000,  by  mean^  of  the  toll  revenues*,  From,  these 
considerations,  it  might  be  urged  that  there  woula.bc  nowa^jit 
of  equrt[y  in  lnying  the  wliole  as^ssment  for  road  maintenance 
on  occupiers  only  ;  and  having  ah'eady  recomimended.  that  the 
assessment  in  respect  pf  debt,  shall  be  whojjy  borne  by  pror 
ptietoFS,  it  is  evident  that,  to.  this  extent,  relief  vyoul^  be 
affobrdjed  to  ocoupiei:s,  ^ven  tlipugh  called  upon  to  bear  the 
whole  charge  of  maintenanic^i.  Xuproposii^gi,!  therefore,  tjhfit 
this. assessment -shall,  under  n^ew  leases,,  b©  i}ivide4  eq.w\ 
between  landlords  and  tenants^,  .we  have  been  actuated., part) v 
by  the  consideration  that,  except  under  existing  contracts^,  it 
matters  little,  on  Tvhom  the  paymei^tpf  rsuch  a  tax  is  loid-r-the 
bfurdeu^  particularly  as  rpspects  l^od?  j^ing  in  eithe?"  w^jr 
virtually  borne  by  the  landlord— rand  >al^.paitly  by  a  f^elipg 
tliat  by  thu$  dividing  the  Contribntiio^  betw^eii  t^e  tfV9  parties^ 
\H  sfecure  to  a  greaitec  extenjt  than  would,  otherwise,  bopraQtiQ- 
table,  the  idirect  and  immediate  interesjbof  both  parties  in.t]be 
object  fdr.M'hich  tliqy  aj:eithns  both, made  vh^ge^ble.. .,  ,  .  \ 
'.  Coflfeiderahle' dilJer;encQ  of  opinio^  wa^  .^xpi'e^^  •  ^X.  ^fte 
witnesses  extnnined  iu /reg^d  to  .the  ..k^)4  fof  .a^sesjyjjient 
-which  fOught  to  be.  adQpted;.  son^e  .pj^ti^^s  :dpsiring  that-jthe 
-whole,  amount  sljonld  be  raised-  by  moans.of  ja  .ni^iform.  or 
idaSBified  irate  on  liorees;  .others,  AgsM^j  beings  in  favonr  of  .a 
•rate  ^q  lands  and  hQr>itage^,!^upp}em6ni|ed  by, a  horse  rate,; 
byisome  it  is  pro|K)9ad  tf>  raise  ^thp  whole  revenue  ixom;  W4s 
aiod  heritages,  sucgeet.  to  ola^si.&QatiQu.;.  whilst  tl^e  diffipnlt^s 
attondai[it  upon  these  various  proposjal^hayejl^  c^henstopjB^ 
:t«r  the  siiai pier  method  of  A  uniform  ra^  on  i|U  desoripiibn^fpf 
dand$i  and  heritages  cont>ia»!^.  in.  the  Yalfvation  J%q]^.      ,    ■' 

W^  hiaveioonsideted.  eaqhofjth^so  .sqy^^  'progpsa];5.,..,-VVe 
-admit  ti[ifitii>rbevofs«he,i^rg»»^«Pts.  a^ly^^rf^jjift  ^VPPF  P^*rfflt^ 


'^tfier  in'^liroI^'Bt'ifi  part  levied  on  horseisj  as  a  means  of'cor- 
'iwtinij  the  ineqiialities  of  a  rate  ob  property,  and  making  the 
cbntribntions  of  indiViduslls  bear  a  cJoser  proportion-  to  their 
tkse  of  the  rbads.    But  even  a  rate  on  horses  fails  adteqtmt^ 

*  to  adjast  itself  to  th6  use  of  the  roads  by  the  individuals  to 
rated  r  and  aiiy  attempt  to  render  it^  more  perfect  by  tneafnis 
cf  classification,  and  the  introduction  of  vai-ying  rates,  gives 
tise  to  so  much  complexity,  and  opens  a  door  for  &o  niany 
evasions  and  disputes,  that  it  appears  to  us  a  hopeless  task. 
Mr.  M^Conneli  (Evidence^  p.  6)  remarks:  *  I  am  very  much 

*  ateiinst  a  tax  on  horses.     I  think  it  would  operate  jprejudi- 

*  ciaHy-,  and  cause  great  disputes,  particularly  rf  a  difrerential 

*  rate  Were  imposed  ;  and  any  other  woiild  be  obviously 

*  unfair,  because  the  damage  dotte  to  the  road  by  horses  em- 
*' ployed  in  carting  on  the  road  is  very  great,  while  tho^e 
'  employed  in  agricttltui'e,  being  less  on  the  road,  do  com- 
^  paratirely  far  less  damage/    '  ' 

Even  if  it  were  thought  expedient  to  organise  such  a  system 
ef  ratSng,  the  practical  difficulties  attendant  on  its  working, 
wWeh  are  well  brought  out  in  the  evidence  of  Mr  A.  Paterson 
of  the  Inland  Revenue  Office  {Evidence,  p.  55,  et  seq,)^  are 
such  Us  tbiead  us  to  abferidon  the  attempt. 

We  are  confirmed  in  the  views  we  entertain  as  to  the  inex- 

?5diency  of  a  horse  rate  by  the  opinions  of  the  Metropolitan 
m-nptkes  Abdition  Commissioners,  who,  in  their  recent 
Report  to  your  Majesty,  have  pointed  out  the  objectionable 
itature  of  such  a  tax,  which  they  consider  *  would  neither  be 

*  fair  nor  expedient.' 

As  the  proposal  of  a  horse  rate  has  found  favour,  however, 
in  many  quartert,  we  have  deemed  it  proper  to  exhiUt  in  the 
Appendix  (L,  M,  and  N,)  the  results  or  such  a  mode  of  a6dess- 
tiient  in  the  various  cottnties,  under  the  several  altematii^e 
mbde^  which  hkye  been  proposed.  We  have  been  enabled  to 
prepare  theste  Ttibles  through  the  courtesy  of  Mr  Fletcher  of 
the  Inland  Reventie,  by  whom  we  have  been  fmnished  with 
sin  anitheutic  return  of  the  different  classes  of  horses  in  each 
ttnimty,'  whith  will  be  ibund  in  the  Appendix  (O). 
'  "From  riiese' Tables  it  would  appear,  that  although  an  assess- 
m^t  <m  horses  might  with  fJiimess,  and  perhaps  with  adran- 
tibe,"b6^  8kl6^t6d'  as  a  m^ns  of  raising  an  auxiliary  ftindfor 
iMutainitig  th^  roadsl  in  particular  counties,  such  an  assessment 
iwtndj  todt  W^'tlpplicible'as  a  general  measure  Ibr  the  whole 
kShgdbth.  it  a  htirse  rit6  were,  in  arty  case,  to  be  allo^Ved,  it 
'Aouldlie  H^t^  to  raishlg  dUe-half  the  aniount-reqdnsd  in 
V'toHn^.'  Horses  used  in  ■  agricnlture  should  be  chafrged 
ly  h^Vatis'f  tod  pmvision  would  require  to  be  made  fiat 
^^ior^'tAtt^  tJq'udl'Einount  bfe  also  levied  within  all  burghs 
^^itfaaltM  Itl^th^  Muk^^tfa^  revenue  thus  dstived  being  appTio- 


able  to  roads  and  streets  withm  .their  ParliaokeDtary  boun* 
dftries. 

Setting  aside  the  proposal  to. levy  a  sate oa horses,  we  had  to 
cjkoose  between  a  uniform  rate  on  lands  and  hecita^,  and  such 
a  rate  with  classification,  according  to  the  naiture  of  the  subjecta 
on  which  it  is  imposed ;  and  notwithstanding  the  many  cc^aat 
reasons  which  may  be  adduced  m  support  of  a  clasaified  system^ 
we  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  greater  simplicity  of  a 
malform  rate  on  property,  and  the  consequent  ease  and  cheap- 
ness with  which  it  may  be  assessed,  and  collected,  are  such  as 
to  outweigh  any  objections  that  may  be  urged  against  it*  The 
Valuation  lioll  is  the  standard  according  to  which,  by  all 
recent  legislation,  the  contributions  of  the  oommunitv  to  public 
objects  are  measured  and  enforced ;  and  despairing  of  the 
success  of  any  attempt  to  appoctian  tbe  payments  oF  indivi- 
duals according,  to  their  direct  use  of  the  roads,. or  the  nature 
of  the  subjects  assessed,  we  cannot  but  reg/ard  a  rate  on  lands 
aiid  heritages  under  the  Valuation  Boll  as  the  best  criterion 
by  which  to  allocate  a  tax  for  the  supf>ort  of  a  great  public 
institution,  calculated  to  benefit  the  community  at  lar^. 

In  thus  indicating  our  opmion  in  favour  of  a  rate  oo. 
l^ds  and  herita^e^,  it  will  be  understood  that  under  that  tiscv^ 
we  desi^  to  include  jrailw^s  and  canals^  us  well  as  all  other 
de$Qi;mtions  of  property.  The  ^steblisbment  0f  .Railway  and 
C wal  Companies  as  the  owiM^ra  of  valuable  property  all  over 
the  country ;  the  importance  to  thsm  of  the  maintenance  of 

S)od  roads  of  access  for  their  traffic ;  and  the  beae&t  which, 
ong  with  the  public  at  large^  they  will  derive  from  the  abolir- 
tion  of  t<^Us :  these,  and  ottor  considerations,  lead  us  to  the 
condusifon  that,  in  regard  io  oroad  adisessmentSy  railway  pro- 
perty must  be  held  to  atsAd  in  the  same  position  m  any  other 
deeorif^oa  of  lasids  and  heritages  in  the  Vaha^tipn  BoQ. 

In  consequence  of  the  jiames  of  occupiers  not  appearinff  im 
the  Valuation  RoUs  wheie  the  dul^eels  oocupied  ere  reatea  ^ 
less  than  L*4,  we  would  su^jgest  that  .sabfeots  xiented  uvder 
that  amount  should  be  assessed  on  the  landlords,  with  relief 
against  thiB^r  tenants  wbenie  the  renjk  exceeds  L.2. 

Having  obtained  from  the  couipetent  oathodties  in  etch 
cpimty  and  bmrgh  in  Seotls^,  a  conrect  return  of  dheir  ve^ 
spei^ve  Valuation  Bolls  for  the  year  185^9,  we  haye  em^ 
hedied  the  result  .in  the  Appendix  (G),  to  which  we  aceoiding^j 
refer  for.  full  inforiosationias  to  th&valQ«tieB  of  eeunties  ea^ 
bor^iSr  both  inclusive,  and  endufiive  of  tbe  veUwfi|^  contained 
in  fnem  respectively^ 

"Fsom  the  murtenak  tjajm  obtsined^  ^ne  heVe  pmpaced  a  state 
(Appendix^  K),  showio^  Istf,  The  probable  rate  per  L,l,  4m 
the  Valuation  Soil,  of  a  uniform  a^ssmeot  fcr  support  ft^ihe 
present  Statute  Lehour  Boads  «nd  Bri4^  in  eaon  ceunly- ; 
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idf  The  probabid  amount  of  a  sitnilar  rate  for  uphdding  tha 
Turnpike  Soads  and  Bridges  in  the  several  coonties;  mdy 
dd.  The  prdMible  ainovttt  of  a  raite  for  upholding  Afilitary 
and  Fariiamenlary  Rends  and  Bridges  in  eounties  where  sueh 
eadst.  We  have  also  prepared  a  sepamte  state  ( Appendix^  H)^ 
showing  the  probable  rate  whidb  would  be  required  for  meeting 
the  animal  cost  of  PubUd  Boade  and  Bridges  of  evtry  descfijh 
tkm^  m  the  respectiTe  ctnitities*  A  reference  to  thefie  Tables, 
aad  more  especiaHy  to  the  one  last  mention^  (H),  will  show 
die  impossibility  of  itnuosing  any  uniform  it>ad  rate  over  the 
whole  kingdom.  The  circumstances  of  different  counties  are  so 
varied  as  to  occasion  great  ineqnalifty  in  the  rates  which  it 
would  be  neoeasory  to  impose^ 

However  difficuh  it  may  be  to  lay  down  anyfixed  scale  of  inas> 
mum  rates  for  the  lateral  counties^  we  aieof  opinion  that  it  will 
be  necessary  to  preserve  some  definite  limits^-so  as  to  guard 
against  excessive  expen(&tare.  There  has  always  been  evmded 
by  Parjyomieat  a  remigiiance  to  eonfor  an  onHmited  power  of 
tBxatian  on  any  booy  of  men ;  and  in  Turnpike  Road  legish^ 
tion,  the  practice  has-been  to  fix  a  rate  beyond  which  the 
power  of  luising  money  should  no!  go^  as  well  as  to  determine 
a  period  when  such  power  should  oease,  unless  renewed  by  » 
igeAk  enactment.  It  would  be  advisable^  tfaerefofe,  to  fix  a 
maadmutn  rate  for  each  county,  as  has  been  already  done  in 
&e  k>eal  Acta  for  the  counties  of  Argyle  and  Orkney.  At 
the  same  time,  we  could  not  recommend  a  rule  so  rigid:  as  to 
be  ineapaUe  of  iriblxatien  in  i^eciai  eases  of  admitted  necessity  $ 
ImI  s«ich  instanoes  ought,  we  think^  to  be  dealt  with  as  ex- 
osptienaly  sand  the  denb^ittte  concurrence  of  a  substantial 
majority  of  the  f ate*paysra  required  to  mnctidn  them,  at  a 
meeting  apeeially  cdled  for  the  purpose. 

Ono  of  the  pnneipal  ebjeotioDs  ui^  aminat  a  unifctm  raM 
of  otsessmeiit  on  lands  and  heritages,  is  Wi  inadequate  shtte 
of  taxadon  whidi^  under  such  a  smMn,  wc«ild  foil  itfpon 
qaanies;  mines,  and  pubUc  'works^  where  ^  use  of  the  roadv 
Id  vcuy  SDttenai^e,  the  damage  oocasioiied  by  catting  vefT  greats 
and  yet  the  rtotal,  as  appearing  in  the  Valuation  BmI,  com* 
piintiv«ly'ineeniidiiraMe«  In  orvksr  to  meet  in  seme  degnee 
the  undiiiilA>l«apeeialitiae  ofsucii  cases,  we  think  that  such 
undtieftty  mMit  be  assessed  at  twke,  three  timesy  or  even 
ter-'tfanesy  mt  amount  of'  the  odtinary  tate,  as  the  caee 
nri|^t  b^  upon  %  warrant  by  the  Sheriff^  or  other  'oompetent 
ammritfy  groonded  on  a  certificate  by  the  suTTeyor,  stating 
thst  the  injury  done  to  the  roads  in  the  ootirse  of  a  year,  by 
Aft'traffie^tfiinag  fWm  any  partieuiar  quarry,  mine,  or  worl^ 
eoftK^ded  douUte,  three  times,  or  four  times,  the  amount  of  the 
Qidfalrf  mtdfayAUe in  respeet  of  such  propeity,-''4he  party 
w,*wliom  thasutcfaai^  ia  to>heniade  having  power  to  aqfj^MMor 
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for  his  own  interest  Bat  even  in  these  extreme  tsascs  theiiii 
ought'  to  be  a  limits  and  it  wonld  perhaps  be  proper  ihai 
no  higher,  amount  than  a  fonrfold  rate  should  under  my  cic^ 
cumstances  be  allowed.  Under ^saoh  a:iefaenie  it  would. M 
anneoesaairy  "to  oncounter  that  difiicvky  aad  expense  of  an 
attempt  to.psore  in  detail  the  actnal' extent  of  annnal  damage^ 
and  a3fie$a  for  the  exact  amount^  as  has  soiliietimefl  .been  pia« 
posed,  if  the  Sheriff  were  satusfiediliat  the  damage  exoeeded 
a  given  sum  ;  and  at  the  same  tintie  it  inigfatitend  to  a.oertaiti 
extent  to  remove  the  objections  whioh  in  many  quarters  are 
entertained  against  a  uniform  caiuig. 

Wiiikt  "wt  have  thus  expressed  omir  opiEiion  that  any  assess^ 
mentfor  the  maintenance  andmanagsmeistofirQadsandibiidgeS 
should  be  imposed  on  owners  and  occupiers  jointly,  we.  qod^ 
aider  that  tho  costof  conatruoting  new  roads^  orrof  eatraoEtdi- 
^nary  improvements,  on*  existing  Unas,  should  be  dealt witbin 
adi&reiat  manner,  and  pirovided.  for  by  «a  separate  assessaieni 
inipQsediwholLy  upon  ownersu  We  have  alreadyy  in/ treating  of 
an. assessment  for  repayment; of. Boad  Debts^  enckavoiared  (td 
explain  the  principle  on^which' we  consider  ^hat  proprietors 
should  exdnsively  be  charged  "^h  the  cost  of  construotios^  or 
of  extraordinary  outlay  for  improvtemeBts  ;,the  prinoiple  ^pq^ears 
to  US'  to  k&  «e(|mtable.  in  its  nature^  and  it  is  one  whidb  is  alreadv 
recognised  afid  acted  on itnnder.dieiloeal  Statute  Labour  Aists 
of  $om&  counti^S)  8U(^  aa  DumAiiss^  wtheff&an  extm  >a£SCS6ment 
is  imposed  on  landlords,  im  '.extensive  improvemecita^  whilst 
tiie  ordinary  rStJatute*  Labour  Aseessoient,  leviaUe  tcom  ocbu- 
pajitSy  is  a|>pUoable . soklty  to: tcpairsw  rlSaersameprineiple-  has 
eaore  >  recently  been  ado]Jt€ld '  an  ^thei : Argyli8hiie>  Koad  'Act  of 
184dy  and  in  the  Orkney  Boadl'Aatpas8^din'iS>57tf       ' 

Some  <  difficulty  may^  perha^a^ibe  lifeit  in  distingniifaiog 
betweehi  snch  xmlxrov^memt^'aarax^reKtraiQirdinainri,  and  these 
which,  ftuat  constantly' ^omry  add  rdiffer  tittk  from  ordinaaDy 
worlds  6f  .repair  and  niaxntenimtfeiif  It  iwoidd  probably  be  rfounii 
moQsaary  to  jipeoifya  oevtaiti  lainoiiuiit^ibeyf^drwhiieh  -all  eos^ 
penditjans'  of  this  'nature  shaaldi  be  ihehl  ito  be<  exlrawdinariy* v  ; 
•  In>oi}der  to  guard  againlsit  the  poaaibie  nbnset  of  poverria  jkho 
eonstrucittioD  ici'-^iieivvt  troodsi  im  ibaalitieii  whero  tbey-'Xiref  of  •  tittle 
phUia  henefiiy  it :  would  l  appear^  tot  be  jreasonafble  ^JtluLt-Jmi  j^H 
<Easesi  thenrer  ahonld .  be  lai'^ownvi  to> ^require  Ibat  caierJuaU*  'o£ ;  the 
total  expenaB>$honid  bd  raised  by /fch^  pdramateriofiswBh:iUid^ 
talouigi^  whilstt  the-  tdmaiilingi'lalfi'sh6uU>  be  >{inimnded:  bgr  (the 
ootmtflrttat  l^i^e^.if  apptrovedlDfiioidAfiandtic^xlediiii  a^mannet'ia 
bei  preacrihed  by  th^Act.vWith^trsuehisanotioniand  approTal^ 
it.6aodid'4lot^'lDe  coilipetenl^'to'janpiy  toiaooh 

pttrpb^ea^M     .   .•    .■:)'.".,   /^  •■.  -./'',..,  ••.';  j.    i-.,..  .     i'!Mr*M 
\'\We  mayhero'  qioticfi^  fthiit  ;ti«'j8!riiledifiaf«a»$h>gifit^^ 
assessment,  whether  for  the  construction  or  repair  of  Xnmptlce 
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Roods^isfoneTidiidi'liaa  already  been  sanctioned  i>y  the  Legis- 
l8ture.m  mveakH  instances. besides  those  already- cited.  It  was 
-mtrodncediinto  a  general  Xatnpike  Axt  for  the  county  oif 
Perth^passadin  161V-^ander  whieh  it  ^^rais  made  competent 
ftr  the  Trusteed  to  raise  the  fnnds'  neeessary  for  making  or 
lepaiculg  certam^roada,  by  an  assessment  on  snch  lands  as,  in 
mar  opmion^  would  bevj^efited  thereby;*  and  proprietors  of 
entailed  estates  rwere'  empowered  to  cbarge  their  ^estateS'tridi 
the:  amount  so  .asaessedi:  The  assessing^  chases  of  this  Act 
mre^' howcnreiv  found  to  be- nnworkabley  and  it  was  repealed 
in  the  following  year  (1812)  am  resrard'  tcall  liie  Toads,  except 
two^-^rhnch  had  becor  finaned  (under  a-pnavions' Aot  in  1807) 
faj^  imeansfof  snch  an  aasessment;-  ^(See  £iMfano«^  pp.  275 

'  AaoBother  instanoe /of  a. somewhat  •shnilar  kindy^we  may 
notioef.  the  Biagacuaild  .Ijeadhiils  iTnuDpiko'  Act,  ppasedin 
1884^  wonder  "vvnioh^  in  the^evdntiof  the  funds  pororing  deficient^ 
the.Trostees  bakreaipoweit  to' impose  an  assfsssmenS  upon  the 
lands  aoid^heritageB'siiaftted  inttbe'pariidiiea  thiough  which  the 
nnuiip^esQS.j' (8ee!ji&td8mM/pp4i3d^^  '        it 

'Iii>Gsde0to  ligfatentth^  boDdenof  .tbe  sU3^ssmeiit^for<siich 
new>  xpads  *m  'brklges^  we 'wnnld  propose  itd  taUow  -the  Trustees 
of  any  ocniflttty' to  borrow  the  somiraqniiied,  on  security  of  the 
ass^ssmerit&iliwitliin  ctotain  limttationsfas  to  the  amount  so  to 
be.iierfowed):  and'thennmbeor  ofiyeaitS' w  which  the 

advance-shonldbetrepaidwitbintetest.  I 

lJnd0r'''4  irteberal  ^^leet  ef /assssshi^t  BiAeh'^us  we  arenoTif 
eoBstd^ring^  we  wouldiprc^ioae'ctfaat  tiisi  manabemeiivt  of  road^ 
and  bridged  in<  each  iconnty^  Bhould*  be:vested  •  iiv  tlie  Trustees 
nnder  the  ext^inglAets^iwiththeadditioniof  iaUC 
afrSapp^aiid  » certain  nnml^c  ofjtemaite  or  occupants^  to' be 
elected >oy  nominated ' fay>  tfae;rate^an^«ira,  eitbev  parochially 'Oti 
otherwise  ;'reqns#iiij^  aan^alificationfor^sncheleetedTrusteiis^ 
tfaepayihelii  of  a  SbBrtamlamowDtfioi'i  rental  which  woald  prt>* 
baiilyfTeaintertOiibomriediisii^differcR^  counties,  and' making 
thofinmber'of/suolk'cddctad  'Tifnstees  propoortibiked'to  the  cirH 
edaistaneea  pfr  the' isonniiffii^' -and  the  nnmbera  of  ^tbo' other 
dai^ea<ef>^iEnisft^Si''  >IwKini3ardinsshirev  at  pfestot^ati  tenants 
jMwin^  rLlSOdsKyear'are^Tnustees  of  the'Statoite  Jbbhoui:  Roada 
w tfa^r  ti88^eotiwi.!lli8triotinand'in'  OfkaBy,  aU ' ti^ants  psiymg 
ifciOOf  si^eail'of  sDtotwe  Tinst^eb  for  the  tfdads  genexally. 
T'Th^  ^edibatilfodjr  elflCirttstticsishanldihoklaiitanitniilineetJ^ 
and  muthem  ishbnld  ideuolvaithedhty  jofcap^ointing  asinnnaltip 
Mrtain^pf  ibfaaxiiinmbetfiaafarj(i&^  to  Wfaem  tbei 

f^SBerai  <xm(ahdinfijnoadIn!efai8gement4n(ithexo«^  h^ 

entmsted,  with  all  the  powers  now  vested  in  the  general  fooklrp 
eCiBikidf  S^Rikbes,  1^  of  appofaitiiiigraiCoiiAty 


I J  * '  ■  »  » J . ' 


The  general  body  of  Trastees  shonki  also  at  their  aamud 
meeting  impose  the  assee^nent  for  dhie  ensuing  year,  in  tenns  of 
a  report  from  the  Coanty  Soad  Boaixl^  ndio  shoiold  preivioittlT 
determine  the  amoiZDt  required.  The  mamier  in  wnich  toxk 
amount  should  be  ascertained  by  them  will  be  afterwavdt 
pointed  out. 

The  number  of  members  in  the  County  Boad  Boards  woald 
necessarily  vary  hi  difiBsrent  counties ;  tiiey  ought  not,  howwer^ 
to  be  too  large,  and  a  certahi  fixed  proportion  of  the  membets 
should  be  chosen  firom  the  class  of  elected  Trustees. 

It  ^ould  be  in  the  power  of  the  County  Soad  Boards  to 
divide  counties,  for  the  purposes  of  ntanagement,  into  as  many 
districts  as  may  be  considered  adyisabley---the  ordinary  details 
of  management  in  each  district  to  be  devolved  on  the  Trustees 
o£  all  classes  resident  dsu'ein,  under  the  superintendence  and 
with  die  advice  and  assistance  of  the  oonnty  surveyor.  The 
report  and  estimate  of  the  surveyor  applicable  to  each  district 
should  be  annoally  laid  beliNretl^  district  meeting  for  tibeir  ap 
pzDval,  previous  to  b^ng  presented  to  the  County  Boad  Boazu. 

It  should  be  competent  to  the  svatejoTy  or  any  poc^ 
a^rieved  by  the  decisions  of  the  District  Trustees^  to  appeal 
against  such  decision  to  the  County  Road  fioaord.  But  in 
oraer  to  leave  all.  reasonable  disevetian  io  the  District  Tmsteesy 
it  might  foe  provided  that  their  decision,  if  appealed  agains^ 
should  not  be  iBvensed  except  by  the  concurrence  of  a  oertaia 
proportion  of  members  of  the  County  Boad  Board.  Subject  to 
SBOi  an  appeal^  the  Distrsct  Trustees  should  have  the  power 
of  assuming  any  existittg  hues  of  road,  althouA  net  hithefto 
maintained  either  by  statute  labour  or  itoUs*  They  should  abo^ 
subject  to  the  like  appeal,  have  tha  powcar^  in  certaki  cases^  of 
sfax^nff  up  any  exiBtinir  roads,  or  of  ceasincr  to  aipply  the 
load  did£%o  aacU  as  Lj,  &«n.  chmgo  7circaiim0»f 
become  of  no  public  utility* 

One  of  the  most  impdrtant  functions  of  the  County  Boad 
Board;  would  be  the  appointment  of  the  Coanty  Sturveyo^ 
upon  whose  fitaess  ibr  his  office  so  much  of  the  aucoessAd 
working  of  the  ajvtem  must  dapoid^  That  sock  an  officer 
should  be  appeinted  wa  oonsider  necessary  for  the  efficisiit 
working  of  aay  sjrstem  of  road  management  It  is  fiilly  dc^ 
monstrated  by*  the  enridence  we  have' taken,  ^Uiat  the  appoint 
ment  of  a  perscm  of  skill  and  expemedse  as  sstr^ey^  hat 
condiAced  greatly,  not  <pttly  to  an  asaended  cenditien  oB  tbe 
reads  placed  -under  his  obaog),  fant'  alae  to:  impioyemeni  in 
the  finkadal  position  of  the  Timat.  The  tnvoi^  spent  is  IkA 
out  to  greater  advantage^  and  a  dbeok  is  piut  Tipon  extravagaot 
or  ueedleBs  expendituie.  The  onevous  nature  of  the  draBS 
entnated  to  a  surveyer,  and  the:  extent  of  intsz^ts  oonfl^ 
mitted  to  his  charge^  are  sucK  as  would  entail  serioua  inptfJT 


in  dHs  event  of  his  proving  eitistep  ineapftble  or  un-mHithj.  A 
cEHmiiderable  aooant  «£  speoiri  abilitj  ia  reqiiifiite  in  <me  wktme 
dnt J  it  is  ta  hf  out  iierv  liAes  of  road,  advise  and  execute  ini« 
peortant  ixniprcwementj^  prefoaxe  {Jons  and  spccifieatieofl  £» 

and  superintend  the  execution  of  contracts,  exerciae  a  close 
and  vigibuat  inspeotion  of  ink-smveffovs  and  wockmen,  aad^ 
awerafiyv  whose  -intelligenee  aend  experience  may  enable  him 
oofy*  te  dischasge  the  iRukd  and  important  duties  of  his  office* 
Nor  is  professional  abilily  lihe  onlj  reqmsite  for  snoh  an  ofiker ; 
k  is  no  less  desirable  .that  he  shonld  be  a  person  ef  such  status 
in  soeietf  as  shall  ennble  htm  to  &al  and  exhibit  an  siAeqva±e 
degnee  of  independence,  and  wilh  whom  parties  of  all  i^inkB  may 
oo*operate  with  oomfoort  and  saiaafadiDn.  Whereao  man  jceofliel^ 
ing  intenests  may  be  brought  ito  haaraponsoch  an  official,  it  is 
imperativeljr  necessaey  that.he  shenld possess  great  firmness,  as 
well  :as  an  earneat  deternunatkm  ^uthcnlly  an^  featplesslj  to  dis^ 
cbargehisdaty*  Sonndjudgmeiit  and  good  temper  are  required 
in  ma  unguaciooB  pMoeeding  of  having  sometknes  to  ckcline 
the  wi^es  of  inflfMntial  parties,  and  to  refuse  approval  of 
works  which  have  been;  nef^ligefitly  or  inraffieientlj  perfiirmed. 
So  ittpcnrtanA  ^as  the  possesaioB  of  adequate  qualificatioins 
deemed  in  Ireland,  that  nndec  {he  Irieik  Graaa  Jury  Act^ 
provision  was  made  for  the  appointment  of  snrveyoirs  being 
pnacBded  by  their  eamminatioDi  faeftce  a  Boaord  of  Inquiry. 
Amd  it  appears  to  us  difficult  to»  oveznrate  the  imjoortance  of 
great  cace  and  ciMnjuspectieD  In  the  selection  of  an  officer 
whose  fitness  Sot  his  duiicscoBstitutes  so  cardinal  a  ieataiQ  in 
&  ajrtBtem.  ef -conn  ty  to$d  mianagetaomt. 

After  wlttt  has  bees  aaid^  it  will  of  eoorse  fi>Uowdiat  the 
sahry  of  sndi.  aaa  c^ieer  shcmld  be  msde  £zlly  adequate  to  his 
important  and  extensive  duties.  It  is  only  by -the  excnrcise  of  a 
prudent  liberality  in  this  respect  that- the  semcee  of  stush  iodi- 
vidaals  can  bt,  secuacBd  as  ^are  likefy  -to  AdiiV  ^  a  satisfactiary 
manner,  the  objects  ofliiair  appotntmeot.  it  is  no  unoemnKnl 
etmr  to  suppose  tibatasavingmaybe  dEected  ^noh  employing  a 
sw^yor  at  aUy  tantidg  to^tbe  v^iknoe  and  superinteadenoeof 
some  of  the  (resident  XrasleeB,  or  by  empleyikig  a  aurveyor  whose 
position  and  akqubrements  are  hat  little  superior  to  tiiosetof  an 
oadiuai'y ■  day^afaourer.  We  havedbfinidaiKt  eVideiic^  to  prove 
that!  asiy  saraug  efiactedt  ha  thiuwajr  is  no  real  economy,  and 
thafcafeiy  apparont  linesease  m  the  'tapefiditure  arising  ftom 
the  sakify  paid  to  an  eixberieiioed  jBur^Peyoor,  is  mard  than,  com** 
pCBiMed  by . «  deeveasB  m  the^lber^expenses^  and  bytheim-* 
proved  eoiiditioiiiiof  the  rodds4  < 

fist  we*  dd'no6?i^iink  it  necessary  that  the  services  of  a 
suBfayorakoiild  be  confiBed  tea  single  eemnty.  The  snperiu^ 
teumice  c£ 'one  >  sadividDal  nay  be  extended  over  a  laq^ 
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district,  and  over  many  wiiles  cif  road,  if  *  his  "staff  of  *siib-6iirf 
veyors  be  sufficient,  and  his  system  properly  oi^ni^d.  IJtxJri 
this  point  each  Cotinty  Road  Board  miay  bte  permitted  to 
exercise  Its  owrt  discretion,  making  due  -piUfnA^n  that  the 
person  appointed  should  not  have  a  larger  sphere  of  duties 
than  he  can  efficiently  dischkrge.  As  an  instance  of  extensive 
8Uper\*ision,  we  may  feifer  to  the  case  of  Mr  MK}onnell,  who 
acts  as  surveyor  for  the  whole  roads  in  the  counties  of  Edin- 
burgh and  Forfar,  besides  numerous  other  roads'  in  at  Ifeaaft 
six  other  counties  in  Scotland,  and  also  for  certain  roads  in 
England.  We  may  also  notice  the  case  of  Mr  Mitchell,  of 
Inverness,  whose  charge  extends  over  seven  of  the  northern 
counties,  besides  portions  of  road  in  three  others,  embrarfng  a 
total  extent  of  upwards  of  1200  miles. 

It  should  be  tne  duty  of  the  surveyor  to  prepare  annually  a 
report  on  the  roads  in  each  district,  with  a  specification  of  the 
work  contemplated  in  this  ensuing  year,  and  an  estimate  of  the 
probable  amount  required  for  each  district.  In  framing  sttch 
a  scheme,  however,  he  will  reqnire  to  a  certain  extent  to  be 
guided  by  a  consideration  of  the  gross  amount  usually  assessed 
fbr  the  whole  county,  and  expended  in  the  several  dis- 
tricts, so  tliat  the  outlay  in  any  one  district  should  not  be 
allowed  undinly  to  detract  from  the  amount  available  for  the 
others. 

The  report  and  estimate  of  the  surveyor,  as  already  tnen- 
tioned,  should  be  laid  by  him  before  the  District  Trustees  for 
their  approval ;  with  the  provision  for  an  appeal  a^rainst  theif 
decision  to  which  Teforence  has  aheadj  be^nWe.     ' 

The  county  surveyor  should  havB  the  appointment  of,  and 
be  responsible  for,  all  sub-surveyors  whom  he  may  employ,  fle 
shotrH  also,  in  concert  with  the  Board,  fix  the  remuneration 
which  they  are  to  receive. 

The  whole  of  the  existing  machinery  of  separate  Ti*nsts  and 
accotints  would  of  coiirse  come  to  an  end  at  a  specific  t^ttn, 
when  any  funds  on  -h&nd  would  be  made  over  to  the  new 
County  Road  Boanl.  One  general  clerkj  at  an  ^dfeqnate 
salary,  would  be  recjuired  'for  the  whole  county,  with  one  col- 
lectdr  and  treasurer,  who  should  be  required  to  find  secilrity 
for  his  intromissions.  | 

The  County  Hoad  Board  sliould  be  entrusted  with  tbe«e 
important  appointments,  andr  they  should  ialso  have  power  to 
authorise  the  appointment  of  district ^derks  by  thd  District 
Trustees,  where  such  are  required.         • 

Provision  should  al^  be  made  for  the  sale  of  all  tolWiouses, 
cates,  weighing  machines,  etc.,  arid  'forthe  proceed*  being  paid 
mto  the  County  Road  Funds.  It  might  be  proper  that  toll" 
houses  and  gardens  should  fi3?st  be  offered  to' the  owners  of  th% 
adjoining  land  kl  the'manner  provided'  by  the  GenertJ  TttW- 
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pka  Act,  ^ee.,  71. ,  If  not  ^H^  tb0.reoti&  and  proc6^ids  sljKmld 
jbf^  paid  into.  ^he.  C^Hnty  Eoad.F^ind.  .  :  - .  , 
.  'Ji'he>  ro^  accon^U.  should;  b^  audited  annually  byi  a.  proibsr 
sipnal  aecQun,ta;2^t^ at  a  fee  tp  be  fixed,  .by  tli3  Board,  ^nd«.an 
Abstract,  published  fco:  the  information  pf  the  Taxpayers  and 
d^e-fkublicK         .  ,  '  ■  '     .  • 

.  Ajidy,<g?iaeira}ly7.(uU  ppwcxs  of  pro^ex^^tion  for  road.ofikicesy 
a,Dxl  other  sinajUar  powers  .embodied  in.  the  eating  Qenerd 
Xumpike,  Act,  sboi^d  be  oQuferr^d  on  the;  Trn^teei  ajud  officiaU 
under  the  Dew. .syj^t^n;!*..    ;,  ,      .  . 

It  only  remains  to  .notice  the  extent  tp  which  the  JnM'oduc^ 
tiou  of  a^^eral  e[>';^t^  of  a^ae§$^lQ^t  .should  affect  the  inh£( bit- 
ants  of  Burghs.  .»..,. 

W^.^^^  o^opinio^ jthaty  i^is^er  »\iQh  ai$y6te];D,  the  f;MX*Q8tand 
most,  qbyipuft  arjcaqg^entju^st  be  that,  all  F^li^u99QiUary 
burghs  ^hpuldbi^  bptuud  to.maiutain.  the;\^;liole,rtoads.aJ.i<disti:eet# 
Tritbiu  their  xje^ectiye  Farli^ix^enUory  bojiinda^i^^  ,>vliether  tbe^e 
ipay.iiQ\y..beuj!^14  asrTunipils^s-on^^  Statute  La^boor  Iloads* 
Xbe.eDtirje ,  regulatilpn,  and  wntr.oiL  of.  s^/c^i  jp;ids ,  woidd,  cff  coup3e 
be  rested  in  the  buji^gh;  a,uthoritie^  who  should  have  ;the  powec 
of  iiQposing  an  a38e6S^ei>t  on  all. lands  and  heritages  in  theix: 
Valuation.  Boll^  i^  the.  same  manner  in.  all  i:espQcts  as  has 
already  been  suggested  in  the  case  of  counties.  , 

Exom  jnfprmation  forjuished  by  tliQ  .diflerent  burghs,:  or 
obtainod  frpm  the  Parliaw^ntayy  Returu  (Ko.  gtW:,.  ses^ioft 
1858)3  tp  which  refcifpnce  ha^-  already  bi^eu.  made,  >v^  have 
prepared  a  stiater,(Appe|wl.i3^J)>.showii^.  the, .average  ifinnuai 
€P^  .of  the;, portions  of  Tiu^npik^  Boads, situated  within  the 
Fj^lia^eutary  j^uudari^s  of  burgh^  and  th^  relief  wh^ch 
wpuld  ,be  ^flforded  ,tp  ,the  .county  a^sessmi^nts  i£  such  :j?pad^, 
were  to  be  upheld  by  the  burghs  exclusively,.,  It  wiljtb^  seen 
Uw^t,,  with  thpi  e*^qptipn,.pf  thpseoouutiest  ijoatajping,  phe 
ij^S^  burgb^  the:e%it  ,of  such,rdie£  ^^.i-eduQingtherate  of 
Qiiupty,  1 0ss'?s8«iepU  iwpul^  g^wpr^ally .  h%  very, .  trifli^ig.  Xh« 
:$fajtutp.,I'^y^r  I^jQiads  witl^in  burghs  are,at;pTeseqt  U|phpl<t 
fir0ip.pf^j;esilpyied  qp  .propsuty.wit}nn  th^.Pai^li^inp^tary  bom>. 
daqes^  ,  Imlfe'd)  jdie,ap[>9U^  r^M^  .is  geuer,ally  .layg^  tb^juj 
the  sum  expended  within  tliese  boundaries^  therp  w.p^ld  ^hua 
ratkwr^^va  lp8f.tf)^i^.a.gaip.:^p jcowtiqf  if  thja  Statute .L^bpur 
Bfo^  W(itl)ia.Purgh  i\T|^rei  jnaintajij?^  UyTthesWrghaptJioicitie^ 

We  consider,  however,  thqit  i^.shoulfl  bp  Pptio^.tabjurghs 

--:^jj»d.  n^c^  1  i^jgcM^ly.  tp  tbos^ ,oC .  a.sm^ller.  mot-^xa  hay^  jail 
iS^jf^y^  ^^i^l^  Wbi^  i^r^nq\T  upheld  eithw  froj»  twrur 
j^  ^,|Bita^i^.|abQUf,,f«nds„  mwM;w|ed  iufu^jui;^  qut.af  the 
<mW:^V^fA-^n^9>fif^  swb  buij^a  qgis^ing.tp  .p^a^q^  ibemi 
sfisS*  1^wl»F.<^€|..ff>^?1^t^oJ^•r<^f.  trU  .G(iwity  wse»spi^t,.and,  th^ 
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roads  in  questicm  nnder  th^  Counter  Boad  Board,  in  wbidli 
such  burghs  should  be  duly  represented.  We  are  of  opinion 
that  this  arrangerment  would,  in  the  oase  of  the  smaller  burghs, 
be  •equally  for  the  interest  of  the  burghs,  and  for  the  public 
advantage. 

We  are  further  of  opinion,  that  in  case  of  a  general  aboli- 
tion of  tolls,  and  the  substitution  of  a  system  of  assessment, 
the  levying  of  causeway-majl  in  burghs,  or  any  tax  or  custom 
levied  on  goods  or  cattfe  passing  through  ifhe  burjjhs  without 
being  deposited  therein,  should  be  entirely  abolished,  and  their 
power  of  assessment  extended  so  as  to  supply  the  loss  of 
revenue  thus  occasioned.  ^ 

It  will  be  a  question  for  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature, 
whether,  in  sanctioning  any  change  of  system,  some  more  sum- 
maxy  mode  of  enforcing  the  repair  of  roads  and  streets,  both 
in  counties  and  burghs,  than  at  present  exists,  should  not  be 
introduced,  m  was  aug^sted  by  the  resolutions  proposed  by- 
Mr  Nisbet  Hamilton  for  the  county  of  Haddington  in  1858 
{EvicUnoe,  p.  83).  The  power  to  enforce  legd  obligations 
ought  clearly  to  rest  somewhere,  although  there  may  be  some 
dimculty  in  determining  in  whom  it  shoidd  be  vested. 


Having  thus  pointed  out  the  manner  in  which  we  conceive 
provision  might  oe  made  for  maintaining  roads  and  bridges  by 
means  of  a  system  of  assessment,  we  are  of  opinion,  that  even 
although  it  should  be  deemed  inexpedient  at  present  to  attempt 
any  compulsory  general  measure  for  introducing  such  a  system 
in  all  the  counties  of  Scotland,  power  should  nevertheless  be 
conferred  upon  the  Koad  Trustees  of  any  county  to  abolish  the 
present  system  of  tolls  and  statute  labour,  and  in  lieu  thereof  to 
introduce  a  system  of  assessment.  Care  ought  to  be  taken,  how- 
ever, that  such  a  resolution  should  embody  the  deliberate  opinion 
of  the  county,  by  being  agreed  to  at  a  meeting  specially  called 
for  the  purpose,  and  after  certain  notices  have  been  given,  so 
as  to  ensure  the  perfect  publicity  of  the  intended  change,  in 
order  that  all  parties  afiected  by  it  may  have  an  opportunify 
of  resisting  its  introduction  if  so  advised. 

We  are  aware  that  a  difference  of  opinion  exisfci  as  to 
whether  it  would  be  expedient  thus  to  sdlow  one  county  to 
dbanckm  the  toll  system,  without  making  the  measure  general 
and  applicable  to  the  whole  country.  We  are  of  opinion  that 
such  a  permission  ought  to  be  given.  Several  counties  are 
already  m  a  condition  to  take  advantage  of  a  permissive  Act, 
whereas  in  o&ers  no  immediate  change  is  desiied.  The  anomaly 
of  th^e  being  tolls  in  some  counties,  while  none  are  found  in 
others  immediately  adjoining,  is  one  which  already  exists ;  and 
the  few  instanceB  that  will  occur,  of  persons  paying  tolls  in 
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^:ie  eonntj  and  asseasmeiit  in  another,  must  be  deeixied  ex- 
o^ional  and  not  wortiby  of  consideration.  The  more  the 
toaffic  is  found  to  be  loca],  the  smaller  will  be  the  number  of 
each  cases  of  hardship.  The  inhabitants  of  ArgyUshire  and 
Sutherland  do  not  complain  that  they  have  to  pay  tolls  in 
Dumbartonshire)  Perthshire^  or  Inverness-shire.  Besides,  if 
tfae  change  be  really  in  itaelf  a  good  one  for  any  particiilar 
CDimty  in  regard  to  the  maintenance  of  its  own  roads,  and 
with  ^feience  to  its  own  traffic,  the  exfetence  of  tolls  elsewhere 
should  be  a  matter  of  very  little  moment. 

PART    11. 

We  now  proceed  to  consider  the  second  or  alternative 
inqiiiry,.  yiz*,.  '  To  inqnire  and  report  upon  the  ezistinf  man- 
'  ag^aientof  public  reads,  and  whether  any  changes  might  be 
^  introduced  into  the  management,  by  the  ccmsolidation  of 
'  Trosts  or  otherwise,  whicb^  in  our  opinion,  would  be  ealcn- 
'  lated  to  secore  a  more  econ<Hnical  and  e£Scient  system.' 

We  are  of  opinion  that,  irrespective  of  any  change  from  the 
system  of  tolls  to  that  of  assessm^it,  the  existing  system  &r  the 
mamtenance  of  turnpike  and  statute  labour  roads  is  capable 
of  yarious  important  modifications  which  might,  with  great 
benefit,  be  immediately  introduced* 

Having  already  pointed  out  in  what  respects  the  toll  system 
ia  partial  and  defective  in  its  operati<m,  we  are  at  the  same 
time  of  opinion,  that  many  of  the  evils  and  much  of  the 
espenaa  now  imputed  to  tolls,  and  held  to  be  inseparably  con* 
macted  with  them,  are  not  necessarily  inherent  in,  or  fairly 
chargeable  to,  that  system*  Under  a  well-digested  scheme  of 
raad  legislation,  much  that  is  defective  and  objectionable 
migbt,.  in  our  opinion,  be  matmally  modified,  if  not  removed. 

One  of  the  most  obvious  evils  of  the  esisting  system  is*  the 
number  of  small  Trusts,  each  with  its  separate  iunds  and 
acooQnts,  separate  management,  and  sepatal^  staff  of  officials ; 
whikt  in  many  caaes  the  expense  of  a  separate  Act  of  Parliar 
Qi0Bt  has  been  incurred  for  a  single  Trust. 

la  the  county  of  Aberdeen  tlnare  are  34  Tru^,  embracing 
436  miles  of  road,  the  average  extent  of  road  embraced  by  each 
XruRt  being  thus  about  13. milea;  whilst  under  several  Trusts 
thava  are  only  4,  5,  7,  or  8  miles.  In  Ban&hiro  the  number 
of  Turupike  Truats  i^  15,  and  the  extent  of  road  144  miles**-- 
ihuB  gpnng  an.  average  of  10  miles  to  each  Trust ;  some,  how- 
eve^  cmbp^cing.  only  6  milea*  In  Berwiokdiire  there  are 
5  XruatSy  &v  aront  160  milea — the  average  under  each  Trust 
being  32  miles;  but  3  Trusts  embracing  only  10, 11,  and.  12. 
mUes  reqpectively*  In  Dumbartonshire  the  noads.  eostend  to 
133  milea,,  and  are  managed  under  11  separate  Trusts^-of 
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which  7  axe  wholly  witfam  the  oovnty,  and  have  each  air 
average  extent  of  12  miles ;  in  three  cases  the  mileage  beudg- 
only  6,  8,  and  9  miles  respectively.    In  F<H'Air8hire  tlie  iaad& 
extend  to  about  190  miles,  under  16  Trusts— the  average 
under  each  being  tbns  12  miles;  and  instances  oecufrisg  <£ 
Trusts  with  only  3,  4^  6,  and  7  miles  of  road.     In  Lanaik- 
shire  (exclnding  portions  of  road  managed  in  other  conntiei).' 
about  250  miles  of  road  are  managed  fay  14  Trusts-^the^ 
average  mileage  under  each  being  18  miles ;  whilst  in  5  Trusts 
the  milcngG  of  rond  is  from  1  to  5^  miles.     In  Perthshire 
(besides  portions  of  roads  managed  in  other  colinties)  thero ' 
are  nearly  470  miles,  under  the  management  of  30  Trusts — 
thus  giving  an  average  of  about  16  miles  to  each;  whilst 
8  Trusts  have  an  extent  of  only  4|  to  10  miles  in  each.    In 
the  stewartry  of  Kirkcudbright,  although  the  whole  turopiksa 
are  embraceicl  under  one  Trust,  they  are  divided  into  14  difr* 
tricts,  each  with  separate  accounts,  and  quite  distinct  from  one 
another — the  average  extent  of  road  in  each  district  being  about 
17  miles;  whilst  several  are  limited  to  8,  7,  and  even  d  mika.' 
A  like  system  of  subdivision  of  funds  and  accounts  is  prvLO 
tised  in  Avrshire,  where  a  total  extent  of  715  miles  of  road  is 
split  tip  into  no  fewer  than  79  subdivisions,  each  with  asefia- 
i-ate  sot  of  accounts — the  average  extent  of  road  under  each  of- 
these  separate  accounts  being  about  9  miles ;  and  in  numerous 
instances  onlv  from  2  to  3  miles. 

A  similar  statement  might  easily  be  made,  to  show  the 
multiplicity  of  Acts  of  Parliament  which  have  been  passed  for 
roads  within  the  same  county.  The  roads  and  bridges  withiik 
the  county  of  Fife,  for  example,  are  regulated  by  nine  separate 
Acts,  eight  of  them  being  turnpike  Acts  of  limited  enduraaoe^' 
and  requiring  renewal  at  stated  intervals,  with  all  the  heavy 
expense  attendant  on  such  procedure*  And  the  same  may  be 
stated  of  several  other  counties. 

To  sot  forth  the  manifold  evils  of  this  svstem  of  subdsvisiQii 
and  separation  of  interests,  with  all  its  attendant  inconveniencse 
and  expense,  would  be  both  tedious  and  unneeessary ;  they  axe 
abundantly  brought  out  in  the  evidence,  and  will  araear  fvHti 
the  detailed  Abstracts  applicable  to  each  county,  already  em** 
bodied  in  this  Beport. 

To  ensure  a  more  efEcient  and  economical  management,  it 
is  absolutely  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  a  system  of  cen- 
solidation,  which  has  been  already  so  strongly  recommended - 
in  the,  different  reports  made  respecting  the  roads  in  Engiandi^ 

By  consolidation  alone  can  the  presait  conflictiiig  intecests 
of  different  Trusts  be  reconciled,  and  the  public  isconvenience 
remedied,  arising  from  the  position  of  toll-bars,  and  the  fre» 
qaent  payments  thus  exigible  within  a  short  distanca;  and  it. 
seems  probable  that  sach  a  system  of  consolidation,  jmeadsd^ 
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Mat  dfattst  b^  hylffBoykwuJhr -^  fidtilQiito-)eiS|Uno^0nvo£  1^ 

afaoiltttoai .  of  idEh^ivfaete  .nl  pr^BS^nK  ^  woidd  Sippetr  tQ  h^  iuxprmr 
tioaUe. :  £ten  m(£t^t']iiothMi^  U-^iiWcl  ^^i^jtliat  if  prop^ 
pcDti8ia]»{WW(re;^>Doe^iiia(teifer:{>«iy«i^  q£  the  4ebt^  the  fwad^ 
xaaadibjittoUs  over  the  whole  oonnttji  yf0n\iy  }>y  a  icon^Udatica^of 
tbe^difimnt'iI^iifliiB^aifcdithi^r^v^  b^ag  placed  to  a^n^ral 
afici(DOBty'9rol^e&tLffieieiii.t!(>tJ»Q^  9II  thc»  .pre«9iU;  ttwppij^^  it^ad^ 

vTlMtio&ino[doabti/tbat^<.evjeniii|ii(d9r  9^cfa<;a9  ^aprayed £y^* 
teiiiy'fioiBj»:of>.thei  0i/iils  laliid  ixiimDMe^ei)^^'  io^9Qt£^l  to  th^ 
teU^jsteth'WottldjBtiUr^wmili;  a^  £>i}  ^i^iupl&rH^*)  Tbead*- 
mitiaalr  iniqmilhy  D^tollai  jBuArio^qualil^  /iQU9tt  exist  ondeir 
aajr  mode  0£.tasxdtmn;iaad  it  i3!not)to  W  /oxp^todi  that  ^?43i|i'^ 
piiuD^t  of:  me^uality  v^sonid  tiot  be  fi^tmd:  tA  laviee/  iut^^rany 
sehfioid  of .  as88asiii6Bt .  tbat  ii»igbti 'be  aubstitut^d  iRrpiaqQ  of 

:  j(2a)  TIi»  ol^tiOQ  •  acisi»g>  ftmk  >^m^  issnm^  of  collection  by 
oaeAnfi  ef  tolla  ibig^  ajaaatvl'mwain^  iWe  have  esKl^avouTerl 
taigslher  aoma-niforaiatiooiian'-tliM^  poiai^  balwitheot  much 
stactesBi  '  Ouriinprassion^;how/evear,*Qn  the  whole^is^  that  the 
espense  o£  colkelio^- reveniie  by.  mews  .of  toU^are  is  ^flten 
eKa^^rated.  .  In  Mid  iMhian^  wJ^ore  ik^  toUa  are  not  let,  but 
]&  i£b  faandfi  of  the  Tr u&tees^ — -and  the  amount  of  thefCoUection 
is  large,  the  whole  expense  is  emulated  4t  scwethii^;  belpw  10 
porcent*.  Where  the  loU$  axe  let,  although  tjie  p^-oentage 
of  cxiUeetipii  omatvary  confiidex^lyi  i^ith  the  amount  drawn 
at  fBEPticnlar  bars,  smd'  aUhough  in^taneea  may  occasipnaUy 
«:hei»  the  tacl»man's  gain,  m^y  be  unduly  |ar£;e^  we  have 
to.  belieiwy  tbatioKrer  tl^e  country:  generally  the  .toll<f 
keepeis  are  nsuialfy  satisfied,  with  ^mall  pi^afita. 

•  (3b)  Asotbev.  evilwWhipbjVHouldiSttill  x^m^^n  is  the  ij^con-* 
venience  of  frequent  small  paymentfi*  .But,.qn  th^  Qthepr  band) 
nHBj  perBons.wrbo  woulidr  di^hke  .muQh  to:pa[y  ftlai^ge  ^smm 
oBoct-or  ^t«ice  in.  tine,  year  uibde^ '  fm ,  JB^ammfS^iy  acapr^jy^  feel 
tfaa.  saall  disbuDBenont^  whi«b  they,  have  to  make  for  tolIa« 
Tibe  payvoiefttt  aft- the  turwike  gate  may  be  a  sojujqee  of  «umoy'- 
aaoe ;  but  it  iflrdenbtful^ivneth^  this  annual  rate  hi  lieu  of  toUa 
woold  be  paid  less  grudgingly,  for  a  time  atiJl^a^^  tb|i^.  toils  .are 
pud  •sfc  fHT^aeiiifc*  ^  • 

-<  Although  ti  ayi^eoi  of  .^onsolidatien,  however^  nugbt  fail  in 
miunriiig<all  t^e.objeqtiona  to  .tbe  tolLi^stem,  it  asppears  to  us 
tfaaiiUdCTeetHKn^be  80  beif^ficial  :W  t^^render  iUi  adoptV>n 
Blbft  li^bert  degree  desmble  and  e^padient* 

--IKeramittlhereCMm  proaeed  to  lay  oefore  yopr >f ^yeety  the 
goHjexBL  oB^n^fof  the  .}m>vifiion&  by  wbiob  we.  ocaiceiye  that 
aochfln  aaaaaded  aysliem  should  be  carried  out ;-— -premising, 
^t^tamof  oi  4he>pBroposala;and.  r^comwendationa  alcaa^. 
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fully  set  forth  in  our  suggestions  for  an  assessment,  are  in  a 
great  measure  applicable  to  an  amendment  of  the  existing 
system,  we  shall  consider  it  sufficient  to  indicate  such  details 
by  a  very  brief  reference. 

We  have  already,  in  a  former  part  of  our  Report,  pointed 
out  the  assimilation  in  character  between  Turnpike  and  Statute 
Labour  Roads  which  has  resulted  from  the  introduction  of  rail- 
ways, and  the  consequent  expediency  of  providing  that,  as  far 
as  possible,  the  two  classes  of  roads  should  in  future  be  amal- 
gamated and  embraced  under  the  same  management. 

In  treating  of  a  system  of  assessment,  we  have  recommended 
that  both  sets  of  roads  should  not  only  be  under  the  same  man- 
agement, but  supported  out  of  the  same  fund,  and  with  one  set 
of  accounts.  So  long,  however,  as  a  combined  system  of  tolls 
and  statute  labour  shall  be  continued,  we  consider  it  necessary 
that,  whilst  the  fullest  consolidation  shall  take  place  in  the  man* 
agement  of  the  two  classes  of  roads,  tlie  funds  of  each  class  shall  be 
kept  distinct,  and  their  application  set  forth  in  separate  account*. 
The  reasons  for  this  distinction  will  more  fully  appear,  in  ex- 
plaining, under  separate  heads,  the  system  proposed  for  either 
class  of  roads. 

1.  Turnpike  Roads  and  Bridges. 

Under  this  head,  we  should  propose  that  the  whole  turnpike 
roads  and  bridges  in  each  county  be  consolidated  into  one 
Trust  for  the  whole  county,  with  one  common  fund  and  one 
united  management. 

(1.)  The  managing  body  to  be  exactly  similar  in  constita* 
tion  to  what  has  been  already  suggested  in  the  case  of  an 
assessment  being  adopted,  viz.,  the  general  body  of  Trustees 
to  consist  of  all  existing  Trustees,  with  the  addition  of  all  Com- 
missioners of  Supply,  and  a  certain  number  of  tenants, 
elected  or  nominated  by  the  ratepayers,  and  qualified  by  thd 
payment  of  a  certain  amount  of  rent — the  amount  of  qualifi- 
cation, and  the  number  of  such  elected  Trustees,  to  vaiy 
according  to  the  circumstances  in  the  different  counties. 

(2.)  A  County  Road  Board  to  be  appointed  annually  by 
the  general  meeting  of  Ti-ustees,  and  on  whom  should  be 
devolved  the  general  road  management  of  the  county,  includ* 
ing  the  appointment  of  the  county  surveyor.  The  number  of 
members  to  varj'  in  the  different  counties,  but  a  certain  pro- 
portion always  to  consist  of  elected  members. 

(3.)  It  should  also  form  part  of  the  duty  of  the  CoUB<y 
Road  Board  to  subdivide  the  county  into  districts,  if  con- 
sidered advisable,  and  to  alter  such  districts  when  neces- 
sary. 

(4.)  The  ordinaiy  management  of  the  roads  in  each  dis^et 
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to  be  devolved  on  the  Trustees,  of  all  clas$es^  resident  therein, 
under  the  superintendence  and  advice  of  the  county  sur- 
veyor. 

(5.)  The  surveyor  to  submit  annually  a  report  and  esti-* 
TQoate,  applicable  to  the  roads  in  each  district,  to  the  District 
Trustees  for  their  approval,  pi'evious  to  its  being  presented  to 
the  County  Eoad  Board.  % 

(6.)  It  should  be  competent  to  appeal  to  the  County  Road 
Board  against  the  decisions  of  the  District  Trustees ;  but  it 
might  be  provided  that  their  decisions  should  only  be  revers- 
ible by  the  concurrence  of  a  certain  proportion  of  members  of 
the  appeal  court. 

(?•)  Subject  to  such  appeal,  District  Trustees  to  have 
power  of  assuming  lines  of  road  already  formed,  and  also^  in 
oertain  cases,  of  shutting  up  roads,  or  withdrawing  support 
from  such  as  have  ceased  to  be  of  public  utility. 

(8.)  The  County  Boad  Board  to  have  the  appointment  of 
the  county  surveyor,  and  to  fix  his  salary ;  the  same  person 
being  allowed  to  act  as  surveyor  in  more  than  one  county,  if 
die  County  Boad  Boards  see  fit  to  adopt  suoh  an  arrange* 
ment. 

(9.)  The  surveyor  to  act  both  for  turnpikes  and  statute  labour 
roads. 

(10.)  The  surveyor  to  frame  a  scheme  of  allocation,  appor- 
tioniBg  the  annual  revenue  of  the  Consolidated  County  Trust 
among  the  different  districts  into  which  the  county  may  have 
been  divided,  and  also  allocating  the  same  to  the  several  roads 
in  each  district ;  such  report  to  be  submitted  to  District  Trus- 
tees, as  already  provided. 

(11.)  The  surveyor  to  appoint,  and  be  responsible  for,  all 
sab-surveyors,  and  to  fix  the  amount  of  their  remuneration^  in 
concert  with  the  Board. 

(12.)  Existing  Trusts  to  cease  at  a  fixed  date,  and  all  funds 
then  on  band  to  be  paid  over  to  County  Road  Boards. 

(13^)  One  general  clerk  to  be  appointed  by  the  County 
Bottd  Board  fi)r  the  whole,  county,  and  for  9II  classes  of  roads, 
and  also  one  collector  and  treasurer,  who  should  find  security 
for  his  intjromissions. 

(14.)  The  County  Road  Board  to  have  the  power  of  author 
riaing  the  appointment  of  district  clerks  by  the  District  Trus-^ 
tees,  where  such  are  required. 

(15.)  The  road  accounts  of  each  county  to  be  annually 
audited  by  a  professional  accountant,  at  a  tee  to  be  fixed  by 
Iho  County  Board,.  an4tan  abstract  published. 

•  (16.)  Roads  extending  into  two  or  more  counties  to  be  sub- 
divkled^  and  the  portions  situated  in  eadi  county  to  be  held  to 
belong  to  the  Consolidated  Trust  of  such  county,  provisioa 
beii»g  madd  fi>r  roads  extending  into  England. 
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(17.)  Uniform  rates  of  toll  to  be  levied  at  all  bars  within 
the  same  county. 

(18.)  Toll  not  to  be  exigible  oftener  than  once  in  six  miles, 
whether  that  distance  be  wholly  within  one  county  or  partly 
in  different  counties. 

(19.)  A  system  of  pass-tickets  to  be  adopted,  as  in  Mid- 
Lothian,  whereby  a  party  leaving  town  by  one  line  of  road 
shall  return,  free  of  toll,  by  any  other. 

(20.)  The  County  Bead  Board  to  have  power  to  remove 
or  alter  the  position  of  existing  bars ;  but  only  on  application 
by  the  District  Trustees. 

(21.)  In  the  event  of  the  consolidated  toll  revenues  in  any 
county  being  insufficient  for  the  proper  maintenance  and 
repair  of  the  roads,  the  general  meeting  of  Trustees  to  have  a 
power  of  providing  a  supplementary  fund  by  means  of  assess- 
ment ;  but  it  is  not  considered  likely  that  such  a  step  would 
be  found  necessary. 

(22.)  A  power  should  be  conferred  on  the  County  Road 
Board  to  raise  annually,  on  the  security  of  the  assessment, 
such  monies  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  ordinar}'  expenses  of 
the  current  year  until  the  assessment  becomes  payable. 

A  difficulty  may  be  found  in  enforcing  the  provisions  of 
any  general  Act  of  Parliament  which  mignt  be  passed,  unless 
power  be  vested  in  some  quarter  to  require  that  the  obliga- 
tions imposed  on  Road  Trustees — such,  for  instance,  as  the 
formation  of  districts,  and  the  appointment  of  a  county  sur- 
veyor— shall  be  duly  fulfilled ;  but,  as  there  would  be  great 
objections  to  the  control  of  any  central  authority,  it  might  be 
enacted  that,  unless  such  steps  were  complied  with,  no  tolls 
should  be  exigible,  nor  any  assessment  leviable,  in  any  county 
where  the  Act  was  not  carried  out. 

With  regard  to  portions  of  turnpike  roads  within  the  par- 
liamentary boundaries  of  burghs,  we  consider  that,  so  long 
as  tolls  are  not  abolished,  the  maintenance  and  repair  of  such 
roads  should  be  provided  for,  as  at  present,  out  of  the  toll 
revenues.  And  we  are  also  of  opinion  that  the  levying  of 
causeway  mail  in  burghs  should  be  allowed  to  remain  on  its 
present  footing,  so  long  as  the  toll  system  is  continued  in  the 
county  within  which  such  burgh  is  situated.  Isolated  portions 
of  counties  may  be  dealt  with  m  the  same  manner  as  under  the 
General  County  Police  Act,  so  as  to  form  part  of  the  counties 
with  which  they  are  <;onjoined  under  that  Act. 

The  special  case  of  the  city  of  Glasgow,  within  the  parlia- 
mentary boundaries  of  which  there  are  important  bridges,  and 
independent  Road  Trusts  with  lines  of  road  wholly  situated 
within  burgh,  will  require  to  be  met  by  special  anrange- 
ments  adapted  to  the  circumstances.  The  same  remark,  sp* 
pUes  to  the  important  bridge  over  the  Tay  at  Perth)  on  irhich 
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lUere  is  no  toll,  the  ordinary  repair  being  met  from  a  limited 
fund  accumulated  for  the  purpose.  Such  special  cases,  how- 
ever, are  believed  to  be  few  in  number. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  the  toll  duties  levied  at  the  bars  of 
the  Consolidated  County  Trusts,  should  be  applicable  solely  to 
the  mainUnanee  and  repair  of  roads  and  oridgcs,  including 
the  necessary  cost  of  management.  Where  new  roads  or 
bridges  are  to  be  constructea,  or  extraordinary  improvements 
to  be  executed  on  existing  lines,  the  funds  necessary  for  such 
works  should  be  separately  provided  by  means  of  assessment, 
imposed  whoUy  apon  proprietors  of  lands  and  heritages  coo! 
tained  in  the  Valuation  KoU.  All  improvements,  the  expen- 
diture on  which  is  estimated  to  exceed  a  certain  fixed  amount, 
should  be  considered  extraordinary.  In  the  case  of  new 
x»ads  and  bridges,  one-half  of  the  entire  cost  to  be  raised  by 
the  promoters,,  and  the  remainder  assessed  on  the  county 
at  large, — provided  that  the  undertaking  be  approved  of  by 
the  County  Boad  Board,  and  the  assessment  sanctioned  by 
the  general  meeting  of  Trustees,  who  should  have  pow^r, 
within  certain  limitations,  to  borrow  the  sum  required,  on 
the  security  of  the  assessments — provision  being  made  for  its 
repayment^  with  interest,  within  a  short  term  of  yeairs. 

Bridges  over  rivers  which  form  the  boundary  between  two 
counties  should  be  built  and  upheld  by  the  two  counties 
jointly. 

In  order  to  cany  out  these  objects,  the  General  Turnpike 
Act,  as  well  as  all  existing  Boad  and  Bridge  Acts,  conferring 
powers  of  levying  tolls  or  pontages,  sliould  be  repealeo, 
and  a  new  General  Road  ana  Bridge  Act  substituted,  with 
power  to  levy  toUs^  within  such  limitations  as  to  rates  as 
may  be  deemed  proper,  and  embodying  such  other  powers 
ana  provisions  in  any  existing  Acts  as  may  be  deemed 
necessary  or  expedient,  and  especially  all  the  powers  and  pro- 
visions of  the  existing  General  Turnpike  Act  which  may  not 
be  inconsistent  with  the  alterations  herein  proposed. 


II.  Statute  Labour  Roads  and  Bridges., 

Whatever  may  be  done  with  turnpike  roads,  we  consider 
that  an  immediate  change  is  called  for  in  regard  to  statute 
labonr  roads,  the  evidence  in  relation  to  which  shows  that  the 
working  of  the  present  system  is  generally  defective.  There 
is,  in  fact,  no  general  system,  each  county  being  regulated  by 
an  independent  Act,  and  the  practice,  whether  as  to  manage- 
ment or  rating,  differing  widely  even  in  adjoining  counties ; 
whilst  in  many  cases  there  is  no  uniformity  of  system  even 
widiin  the  same  county. 
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In  sixteen  counties,  the  management  is  vested  in  districts, 
which  generally  embrace  several  parishes.  In  ten  counties, 
the  management  is  entirely  parochial ;  whilst  in  two  or  three 
counties  the  roads  are  partly  under  district  and  partly  under 
parochial  management. 

The  mode  in  which  the  assessment  is  levied  and  applied, 
varies  in  a  manner  equally  remarkable.  In  seven  counties,  it 
is  levied  and  expended  in  districts,  the  funds  collected  within 
each  district  being  applicable  to  all  the  roads  therein.  In 
twenty  counties,  the  funds  are  levied  and  expended  parochi- 
ally, the  assessment  levied  in  each  parish  being  applicable 
solely  to  roads  within  that  parish ;  whilst  in  several  of  these 
counties,  although  accounts  are  kept  for  the  whole  of  a  dis- 
trict or  parish,  the  collection,  management,  and  expenditure 
are  virtually  much  more  limited  and  objectionable,  the  practice 
being  to  apportion  the  funds  among  the  difterent  proprietors 
or  tneir  factors,  and,  in  some  cases,  to  allow  them  to  retain 
the  amounts  leviable  from  their  estates, — keeping  up  a  sort  of 
running  account  with  the  statute  labour  clerk,  and  expending 
the  money  at  their  own  discretion,  without  any  control  as  to 
its  general  diffusion  over  all  the  roads,  or  any  check  against 
individual  convenience  being  studied  in  its  application,  rather 
than  public  utility. 

There  is  no  uniform  or  generally  established  practice  in 
regard  to  the  employment  oi  surveyors,  under  whose  superin- 
tendence the  application  of  the  road  money  should  be  provided 
for.  In  some  counties,  the  expenditure  is  left  wholly  to  the 
uncontrolled  discretion  of  individual  proprietors  or  tlieir  factors. 
In  others,  a  committee  of  farmers,  or  one  or  two  active  but 
unprofessional  persons  resident  in  the  parish  or  district,  have  a 
general  control  over  the  application  ot  the  funds.  In  a  third 
class  of  cases,  persons  are  employed  as  surveyors  for  particular 
parishes  or  districts,  without  any  adequate  professional  skill  for 
such  an  appointment,  and  who  have  frequently  other  avocations 
with  whicn  the  principal  part  of  their  time  is  occupied.  In  some 
counties  properly  qualified  surveyors  have  the  charge  either  of 
the  whole  roads  in  a  county,  or  of  a  district ;  the  same  party  in 
many  cases  acting  as  surveyor  for  more  than  one  district,  and 
being  often  employed  as  surveyor  on^some  of  the  neighbouring 
turnpike  roads.  It  would  appear  from  the  evidence  that  there 
is  a  disadvantage  in  having  the  different  roads  within  the  same 
district  under  different  surveyors.  Mr  Callen,  road  surveyor 
of  Forfarshire  under  ifr  M^Connoll,  says  {Evidence^  p.  528) : 
^  I  find  that  I  can  employ  both  surveyors  and  labourers  to 

*  much  better  advantage  when  both  the  turnpikes  and  statute 
^  labour  roads  are  under  the  management  of  one  set  of  men.' 
Mr  Cunningham,  Coldstream,  remarks  (Evidencey  p.  138): 

*  In  point  of  economy,  I  consider  it  an  advantage  that  the 
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*  same  surveyor  should  have  charge  of  all  the  turnpike  and 

*  statute  labour  roads  in  a  district.  The  statute  labour  roads 
^  lead  into  the  turnpike  roads/  And  Mr  Alexander  Laurence, 
road  surveyor,  TurrifF,  states :  'I  have  generally  charge  of  the 

*  turnpike  and  statute  labour  roads  in  the  same  district,  and  I 
'  consider  this  both  tends  to  economy  and  saving  of  time,  and 

*  I  can  work  the  same  staff  to  greater  advantage/ 

Perhaps  even  a  still  greater  discrepancy  exists  in  the  nature 
of  the  assessment  levied  in  different  coiintiesj  and  the  inequality 
of  the  burden  which  it  imposes. 

In  nine  counties  a  rate  is  leviable,  either  in  whole  or  in  part, 
according  to  *  Ploughqates^  a  measure  which  itself  varies  con- 
siderably in  different  localities,  and  which  in  general  resolves 
itself,  after  a  clumsy  and  inconvenient  process  of  conversion, 
into  a  rate  on  rental. 

In  twelve  counties  an  auxiliary  assessment  is  imposed  on 
horses.  In  some  cases,  as  in  Berwickshire,  the  fund  is  mainly 
derived  from  tTiis  source  ;  whilst  in  other  cases,  a  smaller  pro- 
portion is  thus  levied,  and  under  every  conceivable  variety  of 
classification  and  rate. 

In  six  counties  the  assessment  is  imposed  according  to  the 
real  rent  under  the  Valuation  Eoll ;  whilst  in  sixteen  others 
it  is  regulated  by  the  old  Scots  valued  rent,  a  standard  which, 
it  is  well  known,  differs  in  a  remarkable  degree  from  the  real 
rent,  and  which  renders  any  assessment  imposed  according  to 
it  most  unequal  in  its  incidence,  not  only  as  between  different 
counties,  but  even  as  between  adjoining  parishes,  neighbouring 
estates,  or  different  portions  of  the  same  estate.  The  amount 
payable  by  adjacent  properties  is  thus  often  very  different, 
both  in  actual  and  relative  amount,  from  what  it  would  be  if 
cKarged  according  to  the  Valuation  Roll.  Li  the  Stewartry 
of  Kirkcudbright,  for  example  (where  the  assessment  is  on  the 
old  valued  rent),  it  is  stated  by  Mr  Maxwell,  the  convener, 
(Evidence^  p.  465),  that  '  in  two  fanns  of  L.lOO  each,  there 
'  is  a  very  great  difference  in  the  amount  paid  :  one  may  be 

*  as  high  as  20s.,  and  the  other  as  low  as  5s.'  Mr  Boyd 
(Evtdencey  p.  177)  mentions  two  cases,  '  in  one  of  which  the 

*  old  valued   rent  is  about  L.400   Scots,  and  the  real   rent 

*  L.1,050  sterling ;  in  the  other,  the  valued  rent  is  L.1,200 

*  Scots,  and  the  real  rent  between  L.500  and  L.600  sterling.' 
The  same  thing  is  illustrated  in  the  county  of  Selkirk,  and  is 
referred  to  in  tne  evidence  of  Mr  Paton  (p.  162). 

Nor  is  the  inequality  of  incidence  of  a  rate  on  the  old  Scots 
Taluation  the  only  objection  to  such  a  standard.  It  is  further 
objectionable,  inasmuch  as  a  very  large  amount  of  valuable 
property  thus  altogether  escapes  taxation.  Under  such  a 
•  system  there  are  no  means  of  getting  at  mines,  quarries,  rail- 
wayjsty  mamdhctories,  and  other  public  works,  nor  even  (without 
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special  powers)  at  dwelling-houses  and  other  buildings,  unless 
tlirough  the  very  inadequate  rating  of  the  land  on  which  they 
are  built.  The  gross  amount  of  the  varied  descriptions  of  pro- 
perty, which  are  thus  at  present  exempted  from  taxation  for 
roads,  is  obviously  very  great,  and  the  progressive  improve- 
ment and  prosperity  of  the  country  are  annually  adding  to  its 
amount. 

There  exists,  moreover,  the  utmost  variety  of  practice  in 
different  counties  in  regard  to  the  parties  upon  whom  the 
statute  labour  rate  is  laid.  In  the  greater  proportion  of  cases, 
it  is  paid  directly  by  the  occupiers;  in  others,  it  is  made 
payable  in  the  first  instance  by  landlords,  with  relief,  ^ther  in 
whole  or  in  part,  against  their  tenants.  In  some  counties  it  is 
chargeable  upon  occupiers  till  the  rate  reaches  a  certain 
amount,  any  excess  beyond  that  limit  being  borne  by  owners; 
whilst  in  other  counties,  such  as  Eoss  and  Cromarty,  the 
whole  rate  is  payable  by  owners,  without  any  relief  against 
tenants. 

In  the  counties  of  Bute  and  Zetland,  as  has  already  been 
mentioned,  the  old  system  of  maintaining  the  roads  by  the 
personal  services  of  the  inhabitants  is  still  in  operation,  although 
it  is  found  utterly  to  fail  in  keeping  the  roads  in  proper  con- 
dition, and  in  the  latter  named  county  has  proved  entirely 
inoperative. 

The  foregoing  statement  of  some  of  the  most  glaring 
anomalies  and  evils  of  the  present  system  of  statute  labour 
roads,  will  be  sufficient  to  support  the  conclusion  to  which  we 
have  arrived,  that  the  whole  system  should  be  remodelled  by 
one  General  Act  applicable  to  all  Scotland. 

Instead  of  the  varying  and  unequal  methods  of  assessment 
presently  in  operation,  we  are  of  opniion  that  one  uniform  mode 
of  assessment  should  be  substituted,  by  means  of  a  rate  on  the 
real  rent  of  lands  and  heritages  under  the  Valuation  RoU,  and 
embracing  all  property  contained  therein.  Effect  might  also 
be  given  to  the  provision  formerly  suggested,  whereby  mines, 
quarries,  and  public  works,  should  be  rated  at  an  increased 
rate,  when  the  annual  damage  occasioned  by  their  traffic 
exceeds,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  rating  upon  their  rental  as 
appearing  in  the  Valuation  Roll. 

under  the  existing  system  of  statute  labour,  the  assessment 
in  the  great  majority  of  counties  is  imposed  either  wholly  or 
principally  on  occupiers.  We  would,  therefore,  propose  that 
in  all  cases  it  should  be  made  payable  by  them  ;  out  it  might 
be  provided,  that  during  existing  leasee  they  shall  be  entiued 
to  retain  from  their  landlords  such  proportion  as  is  now  paid 
by  owners  under  the  local  Act  of  each  county. 

It  may  be  proper  to  fix  a  maximum  rate  of  assessment, 
suited  to  the  circumstances  of  the  different  counties,  but  with 
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some  provision  whereby  in  special  cases,  and  with  an  adequate 
amount  of  concurrence,  such  a  limit  might  be  exceeded. 

(1.)  The  s}stem  of  separate  assessment,  expenditure,  or 
management  in  different  parishes  should  be  at  once  abolished, 
and  the  statute  labour  roads  managed  either  in  counties  or  in 
districts  of  considerable  extent,  the  revenue  raised  within  each 
district  being  applicable  to  all  the  roads  therein,  and  expended 
at  the  sight  of  tiie  county  surveyor. 

(2.)  The  statute  labour  roads  in  each  county  to  be,  in 
respect  of  management,  consolidated  with  the  turnpike  roads, 
the  management  to  be  vested  in  a  ^neral  body  of  Trustees,  a 
County  Koad  Board,  and  District  Trustees, — the  county  sur- 
veyor having  the  charge  of  both  classes  of  roads.  It  is  un- 
necessary here  to  repeat  the  various  suggestions  which  have 
already  been  made  in  treating  of  the  management  of  turnpike 
roads,  many  of  which  are  of  course  equally  applicable  to  the 
statute  labour  roads. 

(3.)  The  funds  of  the  statute  labour  roads  to  be  kept  entirely 

Xate  and  distinct  from  those  of  the  turnpike  roads ;  and, 
Dgh  all  levied  by  the  county  collector  and  treasurer, 
separate  accounts  to  be  kept  by  him  for  each  district. 

(4.)  The  surveyor,  subject  to  the  sanction  of  the  District 
Trustees,  and  an  appeal  from  them  to  the  County  Koad  Board, 
to  allocate  the  funds  of  each  District  to  the  several  roads 
within  the  same. 

(5).  Subject  to  a  like  appeal,  the  District  Trustees  to  have 
the  power  of  assuming  any  existing  lines  of  road,  and  of  shut- 
ting up,  or  ceasing  to  maintain,  lines  which  may  have  become 
of  no  public  utility. 

(6.)  The  rate  of  assessment  in  each  district  to  be  propor- 
tioned to  its  requirem^ents,  and  to  be  fixed  by  the  district 
meeting  subject  to 'the  approval  of  the  County  Road  Board. 

(7.)  j?he  assessment  to  be  imposed  by  the  annual  general 
meeting  of  Boad  Trustees  for  the  county. 

(8.])  In  many  counties  the  existing  statute  labour  districts 
may  be  continued  unchanged,  in  others  it  will  be  necessary  to 
designate  new  divisions.  This  should  be  done  by  the  County 
Boad  Board,  under  the  advice  and  with  the  assistance  of  the 
surveyor.  Although  it  may  not  be  necessary  that  the  statute 
labour  districts  should  coincide  with  those  of  the  turnpikes,  it 
will  obviously  be  very  convenient  that  they  should  be  tne  same 
in  all  cases  where  this  arrangement  can  be  effected. 

(9.)  The  County  Road  B[>ard  to  have  power  to  alter  dis- 
tricts firom  time  to  timO)  as  may  be  deemed  expedient. 

(10.)  The  separate  assessment  for  Bridge  Money  to  be  alto- 
gether abolishea ;  and  bridges,  hitherto  maintained  from  this 
sonzoe,  to  be  in  future  upheld  out  of  the  statute  labour  funds 
in  each'  district 


(11.)  In  the  case  of  New  Roads  or  Bridges,  one  half  of  the 
estimated  cost  to  be  raised  by  the  promoters^  and  the  other 
half  by  the  district  in  which  they  are  situated ;  with  power  to 
the  District  Trustees,  where  the  half  payable  by  them  exceeds 
a  certain  amount,  to^  make  the  payment,  by  instalments,  spread 
over  two  or  three  years. 

(12.)  Statute  Labour  Beads  within  the  Parliamentary 
Boundaries  of  Burghs  to  continue  to  be  upheld  as  at  present, 
except  that  the  assessment  shall  be  on  the  real  rent  of  all 
lands  and  heritages ;  the  same  amount  being  contributed  by 
the  burgh  as  is  now  levied  from  property  within  the  parliamen- 
tary boundaries* 

(13.)  All  powers  contained  in  the  General  Statute  Labour 
Act  —  such  as  those  for  taking  land,  prosecuting  for  road 
oifences,  and  the  like — to  be  transferred  to  the  County  Bead 
Boards  and  District  Trustees,  and  their  officers. 

(14.)  The  Accounts  to  be  annually  audited  by  a  professional 
accountant,  and  an  Abstract  published. 

We  have  made  no  allusion  to  ferries,  which,  although  con- 
necting public  lines  of  road,  are  generally  private  property^ 
and  as  such  do  not  seem  to  fall  within  the  scope  of  our  inquiry* 
The  Road  Trustees  have,  however,  in  some  counties,  the  power 
of  regulating  the  rates  chargeable  at  ferries,  and  this  power 
should  be  continued  to  the  County  Boards. 


We  have  thus  endeavoured  to  indicate  the  nature  of  the 
changes  which  we  consider  might  be  introduced  into  the 
management  both  of  turnpike  and  statute  labour  roads. 

We  have  no  reason  to  doubt  that  such  an  improved  system 
would  economise  the  expenditure  on  both  classes  of  roads; 
and  we  are  fully  persuaded  that  it  would  greatly  tend,  in 
many  cases,  to  improve  their  condition  ;  more  especially  that 
of  the  statute  labour  roads,  which,  in  several  districts  of  the 
country,  is  imperfect  and  unsatisfactory. 

It  is  proper,  however,  that  we  should  state — in  regard  to 
the  roads  in  Scotland  generally,  and  more  especially  the 
turnpike  roads — that,  with  few  exceptions,  we  have  reason  to 
believe  that  they  are  at  present  in  a  fair  state  of  repair; 
whilst  many  of  them  are  in  the  highest  state  of  efficiency. 

tt  is  also  due  to  those  entrusted  with  the  supervision  and 
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management  of  the  roads,  and  more  particularly  the  officials 
of  the  various  Turnpike  Trusts,  to  mention  that  we  have,  in 
almost  all  cases,  found  the  accounts  kept  with  the  utmost 
accuracy,  and  that  we  uniformly  experienced  the  greatest 
readiness  in  all  parties  to  facilitate  our  inquiries. 

In  conclusion,  we  deem  it  right  to  state,  that,  with  the 
exception  of  the  county  of  Haddington — where  the  financial 
position  of  some  of  the  Turnpike  Trusts  has  excited  consider- 
able local  interest,  and  led  to  many  proposals  for  an  alteration 
of  system — ^we  have  not  found  any  general  excitement  or 
agitation  on  the  subject  of  our  inquiry,  nor  even  any  consider- 
able amount  of  local  interest  in  the  question,  unless  what 
may  have  been  called  forth  by  the  Bills  which,  from  time  to 
time,  have  been  introduced  into  Parliament. 

We  do  not,  however,  regard  the  absence  of  such  popular 
agitation  as  any  reason  why  changes,  in  themselves  beneficial, 
should  not  now  be  brought  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Legislature.  It  rather  appears  to  us,  that  the  absence  of 
such  excitement  offers  facilities  and  advantages  for  deli- 
berate legislation  on  a  subject  of  admitted  importance  and 
of  growing  urgency.  For  we  cannot  disguise  our  conviction, 
tliat  many  districts  of  the  country  have  arrived  at  an  im- 
portant crisis  in  road  affidrs.  The  rapid  extension  of  rail- 
ways, and  the  consequent  diminution  and  dislocation  of  exist- 
ing road  traffic,  threaten  materially  to  alter  the  position  of 
many  Trusts,  hitherto  prosperous,  and  whose  lines  of  road  are 
at  present  in  good  condition.  Should  such  anticipated  fall  of 
revenue  be  realized,  there  is  reason  to  fear  that  the  roads  will 
soon  be  allowed  to  deteriorate ;  and  any  considerable  delay  in 
providing  for  their  being  otherwise  maintained,  may  result  in 
serious  local  inconvenience,  and  entail  increased  ultimate 
expense. 

We  are  not  sanguine  enough  to  hope  that  our  suggestions 
will  meet  with  universal  acceptance,  or,  even  if  adopted,  will 
result  in  a  system  to  which  objections  may  not  be  stated.  On 
a  subject  of  admitted  difficulty,  we  have  endeavoured  to 
choose  the  course  which  appeared  to  us  likely  to  be  productive 
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of  the  most  general  benefit,  and  to  be  attended  by  the  fewest 
inconveniences. 

All  which  we  humbly  submit  to  your  Majesty's  gracious 
consideration. 

WILLIAM  SMYTHE. 
JOHN  MCNEILL. 
ANDREW  ORB. 
D.  MCLAREN. 

Edinburgh^  IZth  December  1859* 

Although  I  concur,  generally,  in  the  views  expressed,  and 
the  suggestions  proposed  in  the  above  Report,  I  dissent  from 
it  in  the  following  particulars  : — ^ 

1.  In  so  far  as  it  recommends  that  Railways  should  be 

assessed  along  with  other  descriptions  of  Lands  and 
Heritages.  I  am  of  opinion  that  Railways  should  not 
be  subject  to  any  assessment  for  the  maintenance  of 
Roads,  and  still  less  that  they  should  be  liable  for  any 
portion  of  the  Road  Debts ;  excepting  in  so  far  as 
may  have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  specially  arranged 
between  particular  Companies  and  Road  Trusts,  in 
consideration  of  loss  of  revenue  sustained  by  the  latter 
on  account  of  the  construction  of  new  lines  of  railway, 
or  of  other  circumstances. 

2.  I  also  dissent  from  the  recommendation  of  the  Commis- 

sion, that  the  entire  assessment  for  the  extinction  of 
Road  Debts  should  be  laid  upon  Owners,  while  one- 
half  only  of  that  for  the  mamtenance  of  the  Roads 
would  be  paid  by  the  Occupiers  of  Lands  and  Heri* 
tages.  I  am  of  opinion  that  in  both  cases  the  assess- 
ment should  be  equally  divided  between  Owner  and 
Occupier. 

JAMES  FERGUSSON- 


«  < 


APPENDIX  (A,) 


ABSTRACTS,  shewing  the  Length,  number  of  Tolls, 
Revenue^  Expenditure,  and  Debt  of  the  Turnpike  Roads, 
in  the  several  Counties  of  Scotland. 


NOTE. 

TflLXSE  Abttniets  have  been  prepared  from  tiie  Evidence  taken  by  the 
GommiBttoiiere,  and  the  Parliamentaty  Returns  <m  the  subject.  Unless 
vhere  otherwise  statedi  tbey  are  foanded  on  an  average  of  the  two  jears 
1650-57  and  1857-58.  TMs  course  has  been  fbllowed,  because,  from  the 
great  change  produced  of  late  years  by  the  opening  of  railways,  a  more 
extended  average  would  have  been  deceptive  in  r^ard  to  the  actual 
financial  condition  of  the  several  Trusts. 

Where  a  road  passes  through  more  than  one  county,  the  total  amounts 
of  revenue,  expenditure,  and  debt  hare  been  apportioned  between  the 
different  counties,  m  pnopoption  to  the  number  of  miles  in  eaoh. 

The  eqcpense  of  keeping  up  toll  houses,  gates,  and  other  items  peculiar 
to  the  toll  system,  have  been  omitted,  the  object  being  to  bring  out,  as 
nearly  as  possible,  the  nett  cost  of  maintenance  and  management,  irre- 
spective of  the  nuumer  in  which  the  revenue  is  raised. 

U  i^as  found  inq>oss]bIe  ia  all  cases  to  distinguish  subscription  debts 
which  were  truly  intended,  and  have  been  treated,  as  donations,  from 
those  which  are  of  the  nature  of  money  lent  at  interest,  on  security  of  the 
tolls.  In  framing  these  states,  therefore,  the  debts  have  been  divided 
into  only  two  dasses,  viz.,  1st,  Those  which  have  the  personal  security 
of  some  of  the  Trustees,  in  addition  to  that  of  the  tolls ;  and  2d,  Those 
which  rest  on  the  security  of  the  tolls  only. 
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Appendix  (^.) 


APPENDIX 


ABSTRACTS,  shewing  the  Length,  Number  of  Tolls,  Revenue,  Expenditure, 


1 

EH 

d 

Average 

1 

Names  of  Tnusts. 

Length 
Beads. 

Average 
Revenue. 

Expenditure 
on  Main- 
tenance, 
including 

Surveyors 

Salaries  of 
Clerks  and 
Treasurers. 

Total 
Ezpenditan. 

^*^ 

Salary. 

m. 

fr.  yds 

£     s. 

d. 

£     s.    d. 

£       8. 

d. 

je     B.   d. 

Oouinnr  of  Aberdeen. 

1 

Bridge  of  Bee  T  nmpike 

1 

4      0 

0 

75    0 

0 

61  10    6 

6    5 

0 

66  15    6 

2 

Inverury 

16 

4      0 

8 

680    0 

8 

418  15    1 

25    0 

0 

488  16    1 

8 

Old  Meldmm  - 

14 

1    14 

2 

•346  12 

.0 

146    1    6 

10    0 

0 

166    1    6 

4 

ryvie     -        -        - 
Ellon,  Peterhead,  and 

7 

6    78 

1^ 

•198    2 

0 

118  17    2 

6    6 

0 

124    2   2 

5 

Fraserbuigh 

62 

4      0 

9 

2,389    4 

8 

1,344    6  10 

45    0 

0 

1,889    6  10 

6 

Skene     -        -        - 

17 

4      0 

8 

862    8 

0 

890  19    0 

15    0 

0 

406  19    0 

7 

Deeside 

18 

4      0 

8 

444  10 

0 

107  18    9 

15    0 

0 

122  18    9 

8 

Charleston 

16 

6  120 

8 

720  14 

0 

804  19  11 

10    0 

0 

814  19  11 

9 

Longside 

12 

0      0 

8 

662  13 

9 

852  12    0 

10    0 

0 

862  12    0 

10 

Udny      -        -        . 
Newburgh 

11 

6  211 

2 

226  10 

6 

120    4    8 

10    0 

0 

180    4   8 

11 

11 

1  209 

2 

105  10 

0 

90  18  10 

5    6 

0 

95  18  10 

12 

Sheelagreen    - 

11 

4    88 

2 

124    0 

0 

69    1    4 

5    5 

0 

74    6   4 

18 

Eaemoir  &  Lumphanan 

17 

1    22 

8 

177    0 

0 

71    9    7 

8    8 

0 

79  17    7 

14 

Alford    - 

8 

4      0 

2 

•267    2 

8 

111  18    0 

10  10 

0 

122    8    0 

16 

Donside 

19 

7  117 

4 

268  10 

0 

178  18    0 

8    8 

0 

182    6    0 

16 

Corgarfif 

6 

1    84 

1 

80    0 

0 

18  18    0 

2    2 

0 

21    0    0 

17 

Echt  and  Midmar  - 

18 

2    97 

^ 

216  10 

0 

141    8    9 

10    0 

0 

151    8    9 

18 

Tarland 

11 

0  202 

25    0 

0 

26    8    7 

6    0 

0 

81    8   7 

19 

Buchan  (part  of)     - 

6 

0      0 

1 

106  10 

6 

92  19    8 

3    4 

6 

96    8   9 

20 

Turriff  (part  (rf)      - 
Inverury  and  Porgue 
Kintore  and  Alfora 

17 

2      0 

3 

776  15 

0 

841    6    9 

18    1 

8 

854    8   0 

21 

22 

1      0 

4 

818    1 

4 

186  18    0 

21    0 

0 

157  18   0 

22 

11 

2  117 

2 

284  17 

0 

88  13    8 

10  10 

0 

94    8   8 

28 

Huntly 

82 

0      0 

^ 

•647    8 

8 

884  18    6 

21    0 

0 

856  18   6 

24 

Einnethmont 

9 

1      0 

2 

87  10 

0 

29  16    4 

5    0 

0 

84  16   4 

26 

Gardensmiil   - 

18 

2      0 

2 

148    6 

8 

72    7    0 

8    0 

0 

80    7   0 

26 

Infich  and  West  Poud- 

land     -       -        - 

14 

0      0 

4 

95    5 

0 

45  17    6 

6    6 

0 

61    2    6 

27 

Bhynie  -       -        - 

10 

4      1 

2 

•264  10 

0 

126    8    6 

1<»    0 

0 

186    8    6 

28 

Strichen 

8 

0      0 

2 

48  17 

9 

40    8    9 

•  •• 

40    8    6 

29 

Strichen  and  Fraaer- 

buigh  -       -       - 

7 

7  102 

2 

178  10 

0 

65    2    6 

•  «• 

65    2    6 

80 

Kemnay 

8 

8  168 

1 

103  11 

6 

80  10    8 

10  10 

0 

91    0    8 

81 

NewPitsligo          -  • 

7 

4      0 

2 

•86    1 

8 

76    6    0 

4    4 

0 

79    9    0 

82 

Boyndh'e 

10 

6      8 

2 

190  10 

0 

128    8    0 

6    6 

0 

184  14   0 

88 

Oortibrae 

12 

0      0 

3 

894  11 

0 

218  17    0 

7  10 

0 

226    7   0 

84 

BaUater  (80    miles,  ^ 
with  6  tolls.    Only 

in  course  of  ooa- 

••• 

•  •  • 

••• 

••• 

•  •• 

»«• 

struction}                J 
Total,    - 

436 

0    88 

88 

11,846  8 

1 

6,986    2  10 

880  18 

9 

6,267    1   7 

Average  expense  of  maintenance  and  surveyors'  salaries,  per  mile^     -    L.18  12 

clerks'  and  treasurers*,  „  n  -         0  16 


f» 


Average  per  mi\e,    - 


L.14    7    6 


Abstrdcis. — Turnpike  Roads. 


(A.) 


nd  Debt,  of  the  Turnpike  Roads  in  the  different  Ootinties  of  Scotland. 


Dkbt. 

Funds  on 

hand  at 

Whitsunday 

1858. 

Bemarios* 

i 

With 

Feraonal 
Security. 

On  Security 

of  Tolls 

only. 

Aocnmulated 
Interest. 

Total 

Debt  at 

Whitsunday 

1858. 

£    8.    d. 

£      8. 

d. 

£     8.    d. 

£     a. 

d. 

£      8. 

d. 

VdII   Niuovid.      MSlntuMd  \if 

1 

••• 

••• 

•  •■ 

•  •• 

••• 

three  adwr  Tciute. 

■  •R 

•  «• 

•  •• 

•  •  • 

•8,500  0 

0 

•  InvMted  fai  DibentniviorONaft 
North  arSeottend  Balhm. 

*  InelvdM  coBipenwtkiii  or  LM 

2 

•  •• 

8^038    0 

0 

11,065   1    7 

19,104  1 

7 

••• 

8 

•  *• 

1,706    0 

0 

4,203    8    7 

5,909    8 

7 

..  ■ 

*  Inehidat      carePMM»thm      of 
hM, Ua.  tarn  BaMA]ro.»i 

4 
5 

•  •• 

11,984  8 

6 

64,281   4    9 

76,216 18 

8 

••« 

.•• 

4,702    6  10 

189  14    4 

4,842    1 

2 

•  •■ 

6 

•  •• 

^608    0 

0 

1.180  16    8 
18,565  7    0 

8,785  16 

8 

•  •• 

7 

*•• 

2,198    0 

0 

15,760  7 

0 

•  •  • 

8 

700    0    0 

2,918  10 

0 

15,891  2    8 

19,004 12 

8 

••• 

9 

••• 

2,585    0 

0 

8,589    5    0 

6,174    5 

0 

•.. 

10 

••• 

2,480    a 

0 

9,481  15    0 

11,971 18 

0 

tit 

11 

••w 

8,190    5  11 

8,704    7    1 

6,894  18 
11,658 14 

0 

•  •• 

12 

••• 

4.880    9 

4 

6,828    5    5 

9 

•  •• 

18 

••• 

2,000    0 

0 

2,201  18    8 

4,201  18 

8 

•  ■• 

*  BavHiM  in  18B8-8B,  L.14i,  la 
coaMMBM  «r  imUwaj  •>**■■>». 

14 

»»4 

5,457  10 

0 

18.15215    2 

18,610  5 

2 

•581    0 

0 

15 

—m 

2,098    5 

1 

8,794    9    8 

5,892  14 

9 

59    0 

0 

16 

••• 

2,800    0 

0 

18,58218    0 

16,88213 

0 

•220    0 

0 

•InBwik. 

17 

•  •• 

1,881    0 

0 

5,298    1    0 

7,179    1 

0 

♦115    0 

0 

•laBuk. 

18 

•  •• 

1,178    8 

9 

2,226    1    8 

8,399    5 

0 

••• 

U  mllM  ofTCBd,  frtMNorS  nllM 
Inooua^orBkaS 

19 

••• 

5,785    4 

0 

17,881 15  10 

28,666 19  10 

••• 

lOmllHCftin.  of  mtf,wh«f«af 

20 

•  •• 

17,108 15 

8 

9,528  18  10 

26,62714 

1 

84  10 

6 

•  num  *  lun.  m  mw  oi  iwim 

21 

■•■ 

2,774    6 

4 

8^047  10    5 

5,821  16 

9 

•  a. 

22 

•«• 

8,605    8 

8 

2,155  18  11 

10,760 17 

7 

284    6 

9 

*  Indoding  wmi  pn^tob*  Rafl* 
wajr  Co.    BavaoiM  In  WBT-K 
«ML.«I.Ue. 

28 

.*• 

1^500    0 

0 

1,154    0    0 

2,654    0 

0 

••* 

24 

••• 

4,110  17 

8 

2,808  18    7 

6,914  16 

8 

600    0 

0 

25 
26 

••• 

1,386    0 

0 

841  11    8 

1,727  11 

8 

•  *• 

•  *• 

2,628  16 

2 

504  15    0 

8,028  10 

2 

■  •  • 

•  Indodbig  MOM  IN9>U*19  BaO- 
wayCa 

27 

••• 

2,198  17 

6 

2,721    4    5* 

4,915    1  11 

•  •• 

•IndwlM  Mm*    adfaiMid    b* 
Lent  Lorat  at  madiiM,  fsr 

28 

Mpain  of  RMofl. 

29 

•  •• 

3,885    4 

5 

ym  9  2 

5,582  18 

7 

•  •• 

700    0    0 

681    0 

0 

•  •• 

1,881    0 

0 

•  ■ 

80 

••• 

410    0 

0 

816  16    1 

1,225  16 

1 

•  •• 

•  IndndM  ocnporitlMi  from  Voi. 

81 

••• 

2,326    6 

1 

6,708  17    4 

9,584    0 

5 

■  ■  • 

•  aadlSi 

82 

•  • 

4,720  18 

6 

16,80^  4    2 

21,52816 

8 

•604    9 

5 

83 

^000  0    0 

••• 

••• 

16,000  0 

0* 

•  •• 

•  L.a.«Minora  to  bt  oxpaiidtdttl 
truant. 

84 

17,400  0    0 

121,096  2 

0 

289,805  1610 

878,801  18 10 

5,948    6 

8 

Appendix  {A.) 


County  of  Arotll. 
For  Parliamentary  and  Military  Beads,  see  Evidence,  p.  658,  and  for  County  Boads, 


00 

Average 

• 

Names  of  Trusts. 

• 

Length 
Beads. 

1 

H 

• 

Average 
Bevenue. 

Expenditure 
on  Main- 
tenance, 
including 

Salaries  of 

Clerks  and 

Treasurers. 

Total 
Expenditure 

o 

Surveyor's 

Salary. 

m. 

fr.  yds 

£       A. 

d. 

£     s.    d. 

£     s. 

d. 

£     s.     d. 

County  of  Ayr. 

G  general  Clerk 

60    0 

0 

60    0     0 

1 

Ayr  District    - 

145 

0    0 

SU 

3,656    8 

5 

1,927  18    4 

135    0 

0 

2,062  18    4 

2;  Kilmarnock  District 

120 

0    0 

31 

3,256    6 

2 

1,959  15    1 

115    0 

0 

2,074  15     1 

3  Maucbline  District  - 

105 

4    0 

25J  2,364  15 

2 

1,364    8    3 

80    0 

0 

1,444    8    3 

4 

Maybole  District     - 

144 

0    0 

2«;    3,147  16 

4 

2,116    4    3 

80    0 

0 

2,196    4     3 

5 

Girvan  District  -    - 

69 

6    0 

UV  1,055  18 

3 

716    9    3 

32    0 

0 

748    9     3 

C 

Stowarton  District  - 

21 

4    0 

4 

225  12 

0 

148  19    9 

21    5 

0 

170    4     9 

4 

Irvine  District    -    - 

52 

3    0 

in?, 

1,683    2 

7 

859  14    2 

84    0 

0 

943  14     2 

8 

Loclilibo  District    - 

15 

0    0 

5? 

397     6 

1 

326  13    1 

20     0 

0 

346  13     1 

.9 

Beith  District     -    - 

23 

4    0 

12 

1,279  10 

0 

822     6    0 

64    0 

0 

886    6     0 

10 

Largs  District    -    -  ♦ 
Total    -        -     j 

18 

0    0 

6 
172 

285    0 

0 

149    5    0 

14    5 

0 

163  10     0 

714 

4    0 

17,351 14 

0 

10,39113    2 

705  10 

0 

11,097   3     2 

Average  expense  of  maintenance  and  surveyors*  salaries,  per  mile,     -    L.14  10  10 

-  0  19    9 


71 


clerks'  and  treasurers* 


n 


♦» 


I 


Average  per  mile. 

-    L.15  10    8 

County  or  Banff. 

1 

Aberlour  and  Inver- 

avon   -        -        - 

10    2  156 

2 

211  13    9 

140  19 

5 

5    6 

0 

146    4    5 

2 

Boat  of  Bridge  (part  of) 

5    3  115 

2 

176  10    2 

91  10 

4 

2    9 

6 

94    0    1 

3 

Bobarm  Suspension 

Bridge         - .     - 

•  •• 

1 

•150    4    8 

10    0 

0 

2    2 

0 

12    2    0 

4!  Botriphnie 

9     1     16 

3 

156  18    6 

82    9 

2 

4    4 

0 

86  18    2 

6  Boyndie 

12    7     57 

3 

371    9    9 

424    5 

4 

8    0 

0 

432    5    4 

6,  Cullen    - 

11     5  162 

2* 

216  17    6 

337    4 

8 

5    0 

0 

342    4    8 

7i  Deskford 

10    2  207 

2 

123  16    0 

251    8 

9 

6    0 

0 

256    8    9 

8.  Eastfiide  Bridge       - 

•  •  ■ 

1 

190    0    0 

19    3 

8 

8    8 

0 

22    6    8 

9|  Enzie      -        -        - 

6    5    89 

n 

120    0    0 

90  17 

0 

5    0 

0 

95  17    0 

10  Fochabers    (wholly 

in  County  of  Elgin) 

•  ■  • 

••• 

*  ■  • 

■  ■  • 

•  •  ■ 

•  •• 

11 

Forglen  -        -        - 

11    6      0 

2 

125    0    0 

108    2 

9 

6    5 

0 

118    7    9 

12 

Keith  (part  of)        -{■ 
Mamock 

6    0      0 

2 

•242  16    0 

327    4 

8 

4    5 

8 

331  10    4 

18 

20    0  218 

^ 

626  17    4 

519    6 

0 

10    0 

0 

529    5    0 

14 

Port  Gordon  - 

8    0  110 

2 

186  18  10 

260    7 

8 

8    0 

0 

268    7    8 

15  Portsoy,  Keith,  and 

Huntly 

20    5      0 

8 

310    8    6 

267  11 

4 

10    0 

0 

277  11    4 

16'  Buchan  (part  of)     - 

8    0      0 

^ 

168  17    0 

148  14 

9 

6    8 

6 

153  18    8 

17 

Turriff  (part  oQ      - 

Total     - 

1 

3    4      0 

^n 

157    8    0 

69    5 

1 

2  13 

9 

71  18  10 

144    5    30 

32| 

3,535    9    0 

3,148    4 

10 

85  11 

6 

3,238  16    3 

Average  expense  of  maintenance  and  surveyors*  salaries,  per  mile,      -    L.21  15 

■    ■   ■      '  -         0 


n 


clerks'  and  treasurers',  „  „ 

Average  per  mile,     - 


15    4i 
11  lOJf 


-    L.22    7    2J 


A  batraeU.  —  Turnpike  Roads, 


Statute  Labour  AhetractS;  Appendix  (C) 


Debt. 

Funds  on 

hand  at 

Whitsunday 

1858. 

r 

Bemarks. 

i 

\      With 
,    Personal 
,    Security. 

1 

On  Security 

of 
Tolls  only. 

Accumulated 
Interest 

Total  Debt 

at 

Whitsunday 

1858. 

i    X     B.     d. 

1 
I 

1 

1 

1 

£     s.    d. 

8,503  11     1 

4,105  14    3 

9,168    2    9 

21,76615    6 

17,60712    6 

2,943""8    5 
8,929    9    0 

6,193'n  10 

£     8.    d. 

14,21911    8 

91  19    2 

8,046    9    0 

7,844  17    9 

7,025  16    5 

322  11    8 
11,961   7    2 

6,013' 14    7 

£     8.    d. 

22,723   2    9 
4,197  13    5 
17,21411    9 
29,61113    8 
24,633   8  11 

3,266"'o    1 
20,89016    2 

12,207  "'6    5 

£     s.    d. 

2,500  0  0 
176    3    7 

1,122  15    2 

423  18    2 

57  17    3 

900""0    0 

914""0    0 

m 

1 
2 
3 
4 
6 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 

•  ■  • 

79,218   5    4 

55,526   7     5 

134,744  12  9 

6,094  14    2 

•  •• 

•  •• 

2,459    3    0 
1,765  18    8 

14,762  18 
5,873    4 

4 
0 

17,222    1 
7,639    2 

4 
8 

141     0    0 

Totnl  Icnirtfa  8  milM  7  fVin.  110  Tds., 
vibtrrof  1^  miln  in  fir^inshir*. 

1 

2 

MOO 

Vm  0   0 

... 

•  •• 
••■ 

•  •• 

•  •• 

2,625    0    0 
2,685    0    0 
4,330  12    6 
4,551  17    2 
3,561     4    2 
735    0    0 
1,491  12    9 

6,574*  "'5 
19.273    5 
25;668    1 
6,158    2 
826    7 
7,621  17 

9 
9 

1 
3 
9 
9 

3,375    0 
9,259    5 
23,603  18 
30,219  18 
9.719     6 
1,661    7 
9,113  10 

0 
9 
3 
8 
5 
9 
6 

239    7    0 

•  •• 

274"*3    2 

79  17     1 

•161     7    8 

36    0    0 

*  Revenue  for  18584»,L.30.  (BjdU 
way  extaniion.) 

*  dioklng  flind  flv  extm  rrpaln. 

3 
4 
6 
6 

7 
8 
9 

•  •• 

•  *• 

1    600"'o    0 

8,082*15    9 

•  • 

'6,313    7    0 

;     963  15  11 

1 

12,339*'8 

39,454  14 
2,594    9 

5 

8 
6 

15,422"*4 

>  ■  ■ 

45,768    1 
4,158    6 

2 

8 
5 

•  •• 

239    6  11 

■  •  B 

•  •  • 

/  Total  ]cnrth  7  mllce,   whereof 

i     I  mile  in  Klirimblra. 

^  •  Include!  expeiue  ot  toU-hoate. 

10 
11 

12 

13 
14 

14,933  10    0 

11,877    2    1 

1,173  16    0 

22,823 16 
3,561  13 
3,628  12 

1 
8 
6 

27,257   6 
5,438  15 

4,802    8 

1 

9 
6 

■  •  ■ 
•  ■   • 

Total  letJKth  IX  mllrt,  whereof  «  ]  61 
milct  In  A  lierdvenphfre.                   -t  'j 

Totml    length   *)   milee   6    fur*.,  i** 
whereof  17  roilee  S  tun.  In  Aber- 
deenthirt.                                       1 

1 

2,460    0    0 

42,44914    7 

169,66017  6 

214,56012  1 

1,161     0  10 

Appmdia  (il.) 


1 


I 


2 

8 

4 
5 
6 
7 

8 

9 
10 


Kames  of  Tnuts. 


COUKTT  OF  BeBWICK. 

Eastern  District 

CJoldstream  Bridge  - 

Deanbnm  District  - 
GonihiUDist(partoO 
Diinse  k  Westrather 
Middle  District 
UpeettlingtoD  Branch 

of  do.  - 
Ladykirk  and  Norham 

Bridge, 
Whiteborn  and  Kelso 
Mertoun  Bridge 

Total   -       -       - 


Length 
Boads. 


m.  fr.  yds. 


18    4    0 


!l 


Ayerage 
Beyenne. 


28  6    0 

27  7  90 

10  0    0 

68  0    0 

12  0    0 


11    8    0 


161    4  90 


9 


1 
2 
1 


29 


iC     8.    d. 


454  p  0 

•265  0  0 

815  0  0 

674  6  9 

60  0  0 

1,880  0  0 

240  0  0 

850  0  0 

164  0  0 

150  0  0 


Average 
Ezpendltuie 
on  Main- 
tenance, 
including 
Surveyors 
Salary. 


4,552    6    9 


£     s.    d. 


808  10  0 

t84  16  0 

640    0  0 

616    8  0 

49    0  0 

1,820    0  0 

118  14  0 

28  14  0 

158  12.  0 

20  15  0 


Salaries  of 
Clerks  and 
Treasurers. 


Total 
ExpendituxB. 


A     8.  d. 

81  10  0 

25  0  0 

26  0  0 
88  14  6 

60'"0  0 

6    6  0 

6    6  0 

8    8  0 

6    5  0 


8,084    9    0 


201    9    6 


£    s.    d. 


840    0    0 


69  16    0 


565 
549 


0 
2 


0 
6 


49    0    0 
1,880    0    0 

126    0    0 


80 

162 

26 


0 
0 
0 


0 

0 
0 


8,285  18    6 


Average  expense  of  maintenance  and  surveyora*  salaries,  per  mile,     -    L.19    1  111 
„  clerks'  and  treasurers'  „  „  -         1    4  11} 

Average  per  mile,"        -       -       -    L  20    6  11 

COVVTI  OF  BUTB. 

(For  Parliamentary  Boads,  see  Evidence,  p.  658). 

Couimr  OF  OAiTHinB». 
(For  Parliamentary  Boads,  see  Evidence,  p.  658,  and  for  County  Boads,  see  Statute  Laboni 


County  Turnpikes,  Ac 


136    0    0 


«686    0    0 


928  18    4 


40  17    6 


964  16  10 


CouHTT  OF  Clack- 

MANHAK. 

1 

2 

Clackmannanshire 

(part  of) 
Kinross  and   Alloa 

(part  of)      - 

11    4    0 
6    4    0 

4 

688  18    8 
97  10    6 

464  17    0 
108    1    6 

17    6    0 
8  16    6 

482    2    0 
HI  18   0 

8 

4 

Ochil  (part  of)        - 
Camock  and  Kennet 
(partoO      - 

Total     - 

19    0    0 
0    4    0 

8 

•  •• 

907    8    2 
8    2    6 

677  12    0 
5  16    4 

21  10    4 
0    8    2 

699    2    4 
6    4    6 

87    4    0 

8* 

1,696  19    6 

1,156    6  10 

48    0    0 

1,199    6  10 

Average  expense  of  maintenance  and  surveyors*  salaries,  per  mile,     -    L.80  16    8| 

clerks' and  treasurers'  »  „  -         1    2  U} 


»i 


n 


Average  per  mile, 


81  19    8 


Abstracts,^-^  Turnpike  Roads, 


Debt* 

Funds  on 

hand  at 

Wbitsnnday 

1858 

Bemarks. 

With 
PenoDAl 
Security. 

OnSeourity 

of  Tolls 

only. 

AocnmuUte^ 
Interest. 

Total 

Debt  at 

Whitsunday 

1858. 

£     8.    d. 

••■ 

••■ 
&.. 

•  •• 

•  •• 

1,000    0    0 

••• 

4|860'"0    0 

X     8.    d. 

17,915  0    0 

•■• 

13,85717    8 
2,356  18    8 
8,528    8    7 

•■• 

*■■ 

8,000    0    0 
4,885    8    9 
4,700    0    0 

£     8.    d. 

508    8    1 

••• 

*«• 
••• 
••• 
•t* 

•*« 
11,618 14  10 

•  a* 

£    8.    d. 
18,428  8    1 

18,85717    8 
2,356  18    8 
3,528    8    7 

•  •• 

1,000    0    0 

8,000    0    0 
16,504  8    7 
9,050    0    0 

£     8.    d. 

8,578    1  11 

»•• 
2,473    4  10 
461    2    8 

••• 

242  16    9 

478    5    8 
981    6    9 

••• 

r  •InftBrert  atSl  per  ecntfrora 
1     otlMT  Tnuta,  UBS,  Bank  In- 

J  tlBe!adMlb40,iakiMidtetai7 
V    boa*. 

Total  Imgth  fl9  odlea,  wlunof  1 
mils  0  tar.  lao  jdi.  In  BBSlMid. 

9  • 

15,850    0    0 

54,748  8    8 

12,127  2  11 

72,22011    2 

13,21418    2 

^ 


8 

9 

10 


AbstnctB  (Appendix  G). 


••• 

8,500    0    0 

•  •• 

[3,500    0    0 

•  ■  • 

*T6a  Remnw.    Ji^paxm  takm 
tan  HlglilMidBMidiaad  BMgm 
OommlMfcwf'  B«|wrts,  aad  Par* 
Uunentavy  Betuni.    Ba]«nee  of 
Bavtniw    ndwd  bf   aMiinMit 
nndar  CkwDty  Aot    (jSeo  StatiiM 
labour  AlNtnet.) 

r 

8^  10 

••• 
••* 

0 

2,580    0 

••• 
24,492  4 
809    0 

0 

0 
0 

10,98610    0 

•  •• 

24,492  4    0 
809    0    0 

TMal  length  90  ndtoi,  wb«N«r  8} 
taPertbdiln. 

Total  length  17  mllee,  wherM>r  9  in 
Kinrow  and  ^  in  Pciththifce. 

Tbtallength  S6A  mUe%  whenor4i 
in  Perth,  S  In  Stirling,  and  1  In 
FUMhtnM. 

Total  length  9  mllM,  wbereof  6| 
in  Perth,  and  tlnflMhliw. 

p 

1 

2 
8 
4 

8,406  10 

0 

27^1  4 

0 

35,73714    0 

8 


Appendix  (A.) 


• 

Karnes  of  TrasiH. 

Length 
Boads. 

'o 

Eh 

o 
d 

Average 
Bevenuc 

Average 

Expenditure 

on  Main- 

•  tcnance, 

including 

Surveyor  s 

Saliu-y. 

Salaries  of 
Clerks  and 
Treasurers. 

Total 
Expenditure. 

Couimr  OF  Dum- 

m.  J 

T  yds. 

£     s. 

d. 

£     8.    d. 

£      8. 

d. 

£     8.    d. 

BART029. 

1 

Cumbernauld  (part  of) 

9 

0      0 

3 

760  14 

6 

392    8    6 

11  19 

1 

404    7    7 

2 

Kirkintilloch  and 

Cumbernauld 

12 

0      0 

6 

336  10 

0 

187  12    0 

12  13 

4 

200    5    4 

B 

Gareloch 

20 

0      0 

2 

287    0 

0 

174    7    0 

15    0 

0 

189    7    0 

4 

Yoker,  or  1st  District 

9 

0      0 

2 

•805    0 

0 

656  10    0 

26    0 

0 

682  10    0 

5 

Lawmuir,  or  2nd  do. 

6 

0      0 

2 

189    0 

0 

•  206  17    2 

10    0 

0 

216  17    2 

• 

6 

Kilmaronockior  drd  do. 

15 

0      0 

8 

679  11 

8 

514  19    3 

10    0 

0 

524  19    8 

7 

Helensburgh,  or  4th  do. 
Luss,  or  5t1i  do. 

8 

0      0 

u 

345  10 

0 

209  15  10 

16    0 

0 

224  15  10 

8 

40 

0      0 

7^ 

1,110    0 

0 

765  10    0 

35    0 

0 

800  10    0 

9 

Glasgow,  Kirkintil- 
loch, and  Balder- 

noch  (part  of) 

2 

4    60 

1 

701    0 

0 

450    2  10 

20  13 

0 

470  15  10 

10 

Third  District  of  West 

Stirlingshire  (partof) 

6 

7  159 

1 

475    5 

0 

266    1    6 

11     0 

0 

277    1    6 

11 

North     and     South 

Lanarkshire  (part  of) 
Total     - 

5 

0    0 

1 

298  17 

0 

158  12    0 

10    4 

0 

168  16    0 

133 

4      0 

29 

5,988    8 

2 

3,982  16    1 

177    9 

5 

4,160    5    6 

Average  expense  of  maintenance  and  surveyors*  salaries,  per  mile 
„  clerks'  and  treasurers*  „  „ 


Average  per  mile 


L.29  16    8 
16    7 

L.31     3    3 


County  of  Dumfries. 

First,  or  Annandale 
Second,  or  Annan  - 
Third,  or  Eskdale  - 
Scotsdyke  and  Hare- 
moss  (Western 
division,  propn.  of) 


Fourth,  or  Nithsdalo 
Glasgow  and  Carlisle 
(part  of)       -        - 

Evan  Water  (port  of) 

Liddesdale  (part  of) 

Total     - 


79 

0 

0 

11 

96 

0 

0 

14 

39 

6 

0 

4 

19 

0 

0 

4 

96 

0 

0 

12 

29 

2 

0 

5 

6 

2 

0 

1 

5 

2 

0 

1 

70 

4 

0 

52 

1,096    3    0 

1,069  10    1 

938    4    8 


551  7  0 

1,173  4  4 

1,092  8  6 

22  8  0 

125  0  0 


6,068    5    7 


868  0  7 
738  9  1 
793    8  10 


623    6    0 

714    4  11 

688  13    0 

19    8    6 

87  12    0 


4,533    2  11 


44  0    0 
60    0    0 

45  0    0 


34  19  6 

75    0  0 

70  15  6 

4  15  0 

1  14  0 


336    4    0 


912  0  7 
798  9  1 
838    8  10 


658    5    6 


4,869    6  11 


Average  expense  of  maintenance  and  surveyors'  salaries,  per  mile 

clerks'  and  treasurers* 


»? 


Average  per  mile 


L.12    4    8 
0  18    2 


L.18    2  10 


Abttraets. — Turnpike  Roads, 


9 


Debt. 

• 

Funds  on 

hand  at 

Whitsunday 

1858. 

BemarlcB. 

1 

With 
FexBonal 
Security. 

On  Security 

of  Tolls 

only. 

Accumulated 
Interest 

Total 

Debt  at 

Whitsunday 

1858. 

I      8.      d. 

1,350    0    0 

•  •• 

« •  • 

•  •• 

«•  • 

•  *• 

483    0    0 

■  •• 

•  •• 

j&     B.    d. 

13,940    7    0 

11,596    3    2 
1,532    5    2 

•  •• 

•  •  ■ 

13,112  15    3 

863    6    8 

3,000    0    0 

688    5    0 

851    0    0 
4,95812    0 

£     8.    d. 
465  18    0 

• 

•  •  • 

•  ■  • 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

3,615  19    4 

£     8.    d. 

15,756    5    0 

11,596    3    2 
1,532    5    2 

•  •• 

•  •  • 

13,112  15    3 

863    6   8 

3,000    0    0 

1,171    5    0 

851    0    0 
8,574  11    4 

£     8.    d. 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

•  •  • 

•  ■• 

•  «• 
■  •• 

Total  IfDf Ih  90  miles,  whcrcof  10 
In  LKnark  »nd  1  to  Mlrliag. 

*  No  Intenat  oiJoaUted. 

*  R«T«nae  In  1888-9  L-OUl ;  ftJl 
eauM«l  by  railway. 

*  locludlog  •ztm  npain.    A««- 
ntgM  about  L.16Q. 

TMal  leoith  19  miles  S  tan.  IIS 
jnla.,  whereof  10  miles  %  fun.  5 
Tde.  in  Lanark,  and  6  miles  0 
fun.  196  yds.  iu  Sttrilng. 

Total  length  18  miles  8  fbn.  81 
yds.,  whenof  6  miles  8  ftin.  108 
yds.  in  Stirling. 

Total  length  48  miles,  whereof  44 

1 

2 
8 
4 

5 

6 

7 
8 

9 

10 
11 

;  1.883    0    0 

.50,542  14    3 

4,081  17    4 

56,457  11    7 

■  •■ 

1 
Wl"*l    0 

2,000*' 0    0 
400   0    0 

•  •■ 

■  •• 

•  •• 

2,871  "l    0 
400    0    0 

1,000    0 

•  •• 

•  •• 

0 

1 

2 
3 

1    ... 

f 

•  ■« 

•  •• 

•  •  • 

•  •« 

Total   length   SO  mile*  8  Aim, 
whereof  1  mile  8  tan.  la  Bos- 
burgh. 

Part  of  debt  of  Soxbuifh  diritfon 
of  this  roed  said  to  affect  Puiii. 
frieieblre. 

4 

•  •■ 

•  ea 

•  ■  • 

•  •• 

•  ee 

5 

•  •• 

14,815  18   5 

4,269  17  10 

l'J,08516    3 

811  16 

6 

Total  l4>ngth  70^  milea.  wheivof 
88  In  lAnark  and  9  in  England. 

6 

1 

•  *  • 

2,500    0    0 

... 

2,500    0    0 

566    0 

0 

Total  length  18}  miles,  whenof  7 
in  Lanark. 

^ 

/ 

•  •  ft 

840    0    0 

2,339    5  10 

3,179    510 

•  •• 

6 

Total  length   81   miles  1  ftir*., 
whereof  86  miles  in  Boxborgb. 

8 

«71    1    0 

20,555  18    5    6,609    3    8 

28,036    3    1 

2,377  16 

10 


Appenduc  (A.) 


• 

Eh 

■ 

Average 

1 

Names  of  Tnuto. 

Length 
Boads. 

Average 
Berenue. 

Expenditure 
on  Main- 
tenance, 
including 

Surveyors 

Salaries  of 
Clerks  and 
Treasurers. 

Total 
Expenditure. 

r-i 

Salajy. 

CoUlfTY  OP  EOIN- 

m.  fr.  yds. 

£       B. 

d. 

X     s.   d. 

£     s.   d. 

£    s. 

d. 

BUBOH. 

1 

LasBwade  andWiights- 

hoQBes  Distnot    - 

187    6      4 

•  ■• 

4,948  15 

8 

4,084  18    1* 

148    0    0 

4,227  18 

1 

2 

Dalkeith    and    Post 

Boad  District       - 

84    7  218 

•  •• 

5,645    8 

5 

4,466  12  10 

156    8    4 

4,628    1 

2 

8 

Oramond  District    - 

25    2    88 

•  •• 

3,857  11 

9 

1,789  12    8 

102    2    6 

1,891  14 

9 

4 

Oorstorpbine  District 

21    4  190 

•  •• 

1,407  15 

7 

1,090  11    1 

64  10    6 

1,155    1 

7 

6 

Galder  and  Slateford 
Total     - 

109    2    74 

•  ■• 

8,315  10 

7 

2,624  17    8 

98  16  10 

2,718  14 

1 

428    7    79 

80 

18,675   1 

7* 

14,05611    6 

559  18    2 

14,616   9 

8 

Average  expense  of  maintenance  and  surveyors*  salaries,  per  mile 
„  cleikB*  and  treasurers*,       „  „ 

Average  per  mile 


L.82  15    4 
16    1 

L.84    1    5 


OoxjwTT  OF  Elght. 

1 

Boatof  Bridge  (Elgin- 
shire) -       •       « 

8 

0 

0 

1 

•188    7    Oj 

r  151    7    6 

2 
8 
4 

Consolidated  - 
Dava      -       -       - 
Bothes    •       -       - 

52 

8 
12 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

11 
2 
2 

•2,126  4    IV 

•87    0    0/ 

■606    0    O) 

1,771  11  10 

90    4    0 

(1,888    1    1 
1    78    4    6 
I  249    2    9 

5 
6 

Findhom  Suspension 

Bridge 
Bridge    of    Spey   att 

Fochabers  - 

0 

0 

••• 

50 

1 
1 

•425    0    0 
•704    1    8 

44  18    8 
10    0    0 

21    0    0 
20    0    0 

65  18   8 
80    0    0 

7 
8 

Fochabers  Turnpike 
Boat  of  Bridge  (Banff- 
shire,  part  of) 

5 

1 

0  149 
6      0 

1 

•248  18    8 
48    2  10' 

147  11    8 
24  19    8 

6    0    0 
0  18    6 

158  11    8 
25  12    9 

9 

Keith  (part  oQ 

Total     - 

1 

1 

0 

0 

•  •• 

40    9    0 

54  10  10 

0  14    4 

55    5    2 

87 

6  199 

19 

4,424    2    5 

2,058  11    5 

188  11  10 

2,192    8   8 

Average  expense  of  maintenance  and  surveyors*  salaries,  per  mile    -    L.28    7    41 
M  clerks*  and  treasurers*  „  „  -         1  11    6| 


Average  per  mile       -    Ij.24  18  11 


Abstmusis.* 


Roads* 


11 


DSBT. 

* 

Funds  on 

hand  at 

Whitsunday 

1868. 

Bemaifcs. 

^ 

With 
Penonal 
Security. 

On  Security 

of  ToUb 

only. 

Aocnmolated 
IntereBt. 

Total 

Debt  at 

Wbitsnnday 

1868. 

£     8.    d. 

••• 

••• 

••• 
••• 
••• 

1,671    6  11 

4^688  18    5 

2,886*18  10 
617  12    5 

£     B.   d. 

••• 

••• 

••. 
•■• 
•«• 

£     s.    d. 
1,671    6  11 

4,688  IS    6 

2,886*18  10 
617  IS    6 

£     s.   d. 

... 

••• 
••• 
•«• 

•a. 

•  YiM  cmMdltan  hi  «k«4tfbiMt 
Dlatrlek  taolndM  a   nm   cT 
IU.4».  ICt..  bdnc  ntn  «- 

doflltag  LJ,«n,  8k  te  eoOMliaB. 

1 

2 
8 
4 
6 

•<■ 

9,6W    4    7 

♦.• 

9,669    4    7 

••• 

••■ 

1,760   0   0 

812   0  P 

2,662   0  0 

... 

•BmMM,    IMM,   &.#,   and 

1 

iii 

0 
0 
0 

10,910   110 

1,66012   0 

781   6   0 

11,019   1   7 

1,172   611 

90617   4 

28,229   8   6 
8,882  17  11 
4,888   2   4 

■>• 
... 

*I«*«m»»1B»8^In1,1M. 

•  HonaMlBliidiMllM. 

•  B«T.,  18BB.f .  LJN^  Hid  MdMr 

fcUwpMtad, 

2 
8 
4 

•«• 

8,14616   6 

••* 

2,14616   6 

... 

*B«r.,UBB4,LJ9il 

6 

••■ 

8,48812   6 

... 

•8,48812  6 

•■• 

•  DtU  MW  MdOMd  to  Um 
ruiora  MtliMtlad  Nt.,  &JQa 

6 

••• 

2,747   6   0 

6,246   911 

8,992  14  11 

... 

•  Brr.,»lfrSbIiJDk 

7 

••• 
••• 

48112   8 

••• 

1,60116   6 

2,088   7   9 

•  •* 

••• 
89  17    9 

VMal  iMgtb  t  mUM  f  Aim  lU 
ytte.,  whvraorl  nllM  1  Mr  US 
«da  In  Buift. 

TMMl  lM«th  7  mflK  whmrf  • 

lllilMlll]IU& 

8 
9 

60^   0 

0 

28,760   6   1 

21,76710   8 

60,66716   4 

89  17    9 
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6 


Names  of  Trusts. 


2 
3 
4 
5 


8 
9 

10 

11 


County  of  Fife. 

Cupar  Bist  of  Consol. 
Turnpikes  - 

St  Andrews  do. 
Kirkcaldy  do. 
Dimfennliuc  do. 
Cupar  and  Kinross 

(part  of) 
Pit<:airley 
Outh  and  Nivingstone 

(part  of)       -        - 
Leven  Bridge  and  Bd. 
Great    North    Boad 

(part  of) 
Camock  and  Kennet 
(part  oQ        -        - 
Ochil  (part  of) 

Total     - 


Length 
Boads. 


m.  fr.  yds. 


80  6  0 

137  0  0 

78  4  0 

45  0  0 

14  0  0 

4  0  0 


a 

o 


o 


13 

20 

13 

9 

4 
1 


Average 
Revenue. 


19 

0 

0 

4 

7 

4 

0 

5 

17 

6 

0 

4 

2 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

■  •  • 

74 

06 

4 

0 

£     6.    d. 


2,769  11  7 

3,865    6  1 

2,667    8  3 

1,093    0  1 

419  15  8 

109  11  10 

469    0  0 

834    5  0 

1,049  18  8 

32  10  0 

47  15  3 


Average 
Expenditure 
on  Main- 
tenance, 
including 
Surveyor  s 
Salary. 


£     s.    d. 


1,707    1     1 

3,296  16  11 
2,680  6  9 
1,130  12  11 

264    5    7 
62  15    6 

500  15    0 
255  L6    0 

407  15    9 

23    5    4 
30    8    3 


Salaries  of 
Clerks  and 
Treasurers. 


s. 


122    5  11 

90    0  0 

78  10  0 

45    0  0 

24    0  0 

9    0  0 

10    3  6 

45    0  0 

45    4  6 

1  12  8 

12  8 


Total 
Expenditure, 


£     s.    d. 


1,829    7     0 

3,386  16  11 
2,658  16  9 
1,175  12  11 

288  6  7 
71  15  6 

510  18  6 
300  16  0 

453  0  8 

24  18  0 
31  10  11 


13,358  1  5  ,10,259  19  1   471  19  3  il0,731  18  4 


BJiiS 


Average  expense  of  maintenance  and  surveyors'  salaries,  per  mile 

clerks'  and  treasurers' 


n 


1? 


yy 


-    L.25    4    9 
13    3 


Averatre  iter  mile        -    L.26    8    0 


8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 

14 
15 

16 
17 


County  of  Forfar. 

Montrose  and  Brechin 
Northern 

Montrose  and  Forfar 
Invergowrie   - 
Strath  martine 
Eastern  -        -        - 
Lumleyden  and  Pet- 

terden 
Strathmore 
Arbroath,    Brechin, 

and  Forfar  - 
Cairnconan     - 
CentiTvl  -        -        - 
Forfar  and  Kirriemuir 
Dundee  and  Cupar- 
Angus  (part  of)   - 
Pitkcrro  -        -        - 
Broughty -Ferry  and 

Baldovie 
Dundee  and  Forfar 
Montrose  Bridge     - 

Total     - 


8 
7 

15 
3 
7 

27 

11 
26 

21 
3 

6 

21 
4 

7 
14 


0 
4 
4 
0 
0 
o 

5 

7 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 


6  131 
0      0 


4 
0 

4 

0 

0 
0 


2 

1 
3 
1 
1 
5 

2 
7 

4 
1 
2 
2 

4 
1 

1 
3 
1 


274  0  0 

510  6  4 

109  0  0 

380  0  0 

180  0  0 

894  12  8 

213  7  9 

876  7  3 

576  0  0 

78  0  0 

186  11  10 

104  17  3 

1,636  6  7 

389  5  4 

295  17  2 

760  7  4 

853  0  0 


191  7  131i  41  8,317  19  6 


207  14  1 

275  6  9 

108  0  0 

313  8  9 

150  19  4 

'571  7  6 

148  6  0 

582  12  7 

289  5  11 

78  18  9 

101  11  o 

47  7  9 

860  13  6 

245  4  7 

239  2  5 

646  0  6 

140  4  0 


5,005  18  10 


20  0  0 

24  10  0 

15  0  0 

15  15  0 

6  0  0 

44  15  0 

15  0  0 

40  0  0 

20  0  0 

5  5  0 

10  16  0 

10  0  0 

46  14  9 

10  0  0 

10  a  0 

30  0  0 

30  0  0 


227  14  1 

299  16  9 

123  0  0 

329  3  9 

155  19  4 

616  2  6 

163  6  0 

622  12  7 


309 

6  11 

83 

18 

9 

112 

t 

5 

67 

7 

9 

907  8  3 

255  4  7 

249  2  5 

676  0  6 

170  4  0 


Average  exp«*n8e  of  maintenance  and  survpyorfl'  salarieis  per  milp   -  L.26  1  4 

clerks'  and  treasunrs'       ,,      „      -    1  16  8 


352  15    9  15,358  14    7  : 


Average  lH*r  railo        -    L.27  18    0 


Abstracts. — Turnpike  Roads. 
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Drbt.                                / 

Funds  on 

hand  at 

Whitsunday 

1858. 

Bemarks. 

6 

52i 

With 
Personal 
Security. 

On  Security 

of  Tolls 

only. 

Accumulated 
Interest 

Total 

Debt  at 

Whitsunday 

1858. 

X    s.    d. 

•  *• 

•  •• 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

•  •■ 

5,066'"0    0 

5,486  15    2 

1 

1 
1 

£     8.    d. 

8,034  10    6 
4^900    0    0 

•  •■ 

•  •• 

•  •  • 

7,057    2    8 

•  •  • 

9,967  10    0 

1,235  15    6 
1,289    1     1 

£     s.    d. 

a  •  • 

•  •• 

■  «• 

•  •• 

■  •■ 

•  •  • 

•  ■• 

■  •• 

■  •• 

•  •• 

£      8.      d 

8,034  10    6 
4,900    0    0 

•  *  • 

•  «  • 

•  •  • 

7,057    2    8 
5,066    0    0 

15,464   5    2 

1,235  15    6 
1,289     1    1 

£     8.    d. 

6,531    6    9* 
•880    0    0 

•  •• 

«•• 

•  •• 

•  •■ 

260*"o    0 
452    4    6 

•  •  • 

*  Baiiiburgh,  Perth,  and  Dundee 
RaiUny  Deb.,  p.  L.3.(Hi4,  1S«., 
taken  mi  full  nuinliutl  v«Juc. 
*  Do.                             do. 

Total  lencth  17^  mllca/of  which 
S^ln  Khuow. 

Total  length  SS  nillea,  whereof  8 
lu  Perth  and  4  in  Klnroa. 

Total  \cDgxh  3»1  milee,  whereof 
U  in  Kinron  and  10^  in  Perth. 

Total  length  9  mllea.  whereof  6} 
in  Perth  and  ^  in  Claekmaniuui. 

Total  length  96^  milee.  whereof  19 
in  Clackmannan.  4i  in  Perth, 
aodSinStirUug. 

1 

2 
3 
4 

5 
6 

7 
8 

9 

10 
11 

,10,56216    2 

32,483  19    9 

•  •• 

43,036  14  11 

8,123  10    3 

I 

■  •• 

•  •• 

535    3 

10 

1 

•  •• 

2,000    0    0 

2,000    0 

0 

•«• 

2 

•  •■ 

11,423    5    5* 

11,423    5 

5 

•  ■  • 

•  InetodM  inteneU 

3 

284  15 

6 

1,000    0    0 

1,284  15 

6 

•  ■• 

4 

•  »• 

146    0    0 

146    0 

0 

•  •• 

5 

•«• 

6,000    0    0 

480    0 

0 

6,480    0 

0 

247    2 

7 

6 

•  •• 

3,888    8    7 

460  11 

0 

4,298  14 

7 

275    6 

2 

7 

•  •• 

2,000    0    0 

•  •  ■ 

2,000    0 

0 

391  11 

6 

8 

1,500    0 

0 

3,450    0    0 

*•• 

4,950    0 

0 

737    0 

0 

9 

•  ■■ 

863  19    7 

72  17 

6 

936  17 

1 

■  «• 

10 

•  •« 

5,525    0    0* 

5,892  19 

1 

11,417  19 

It 

•  •• 

•  In«ludce    Intcreet.      t  At    at 

11 

11,650    0 

0 

•  •  • 

•  ■• 

1,650    0 

0 

150    0 

0 

vv  bit.  1800. 

12 

1 
1 

22,255    5    0 

•  •• 

22,255    5 

0 

a  •• 

Total  length  23  milee,  whereof  U 
inParthahire. 

13 
14 

1 

a  •■ 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

400    0 

0 

1,286    0    2 

2,917  10 

0 

4,603  10 

2 

157  16 

0 

15 

•  -• 

47  19    5 

•  •• 

47  19 

5 

•  •• 

16 

aoa 

17,575    0    0 

1,653    8 

6 

19,228    8 

6 

•  ■• 

> 

17 

3,834  15 

6 

,77,410  13    2 

11,477    6 

1 

92,722  14 

9 

2,493  19 

1 
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AppmtUg  (A.) 


i 

Name0  of  TmsfcB. 

Length 
Hoads. 

4 
i 

Ayenge 
Beyenue. 

Ayerap^ 
Expenditure 
on  Main- 
tenance, 
including 
Surveyors 
SaUury. 

Salaries  of 
GIorkBand 
Treasurars. 

Total 
Expenditure. 

1 

2 
8 

4 
5 

CotJMTT  OF  Had- 

DINOTOir. 

Great  Post  Boad     - 
North  District 
South  District 
EUpaUet  District    - 
Ormiflton  District  - 

Total    -       - 

m.  ir.  yds. 

34    0    0 
52    4    0 
27    2    0 
22    2    0 
5    0    0 

11 
11 

5 
6 
8 

£     B.   d. 

1,606  16    7 
700  14    0 
608    8    7 
838    6    2 
150  15    6 

£     B.   d. 

1,210  18    0 
886    1    6 
475  11    6 
876  16    0 
165  17    2 

£     s.    d. 

86    0    0 
85    0    0 

15  0    0 

16  0    0 
8    0    0 

£     8.    d. 

1,296  18    0 
871    1    6 
490  11    6 
892  16    0 
178  17    2 

141    0    0 

m 

8,899  15  10 

8,065    4    2 

160    0    0 

8,225    4    2 

Ayerage  expense  of  maintenance  and  sunreyora^  aalarifls,  per  mile     -    L.21  14    9& 

-         1    2    8$ 


Tf 


clerks*  and  treasuxem^ 


n 


n 


Average  per  mile       -    L.22  17    6 


1 

GOUHTT  OF  InYRRIVESS. 

Oastle-Stewart     and 
Nairn      Turnpike 
(partoO      - 

11    4    0 

2 

102  18    1 

204  16    5 

■•• 

204  16    5 

(For  Militazy  and  Parliamentaiy  Boads,  see  Eyidence,  p.  658). 


1 
2 
8 
4 

5 
6 


COUMTY  OF  KnrcAR- 
Dnns. 

Consolidated  Trust 

Slug  Boad      - 

South  Deedde 

Netherley  (or  Fetter- 
eeso  and  Maryculier) 

Marykirk  Bridge    - 

Wellington  Suspen- 
sion Bridge 

58    0    0 
15    6    0 
14    0    0 

11    0    0 
4    4    0 

6 
8 
2 

1 
1 

1 

760  10    0 
289  12  10 
804    0    0 

51    0    0 
255  10    9 

488  U    2 

544    6  11 
111    1    8 
117  15  10 

29    8    2 
5    0    0 

70    4    0 

50    0    0 
15    0    0 
10    0    0 

5    0    0 
10  10    0 

12   I    6 

594    6  11 

126  1    8 

127  15  10 

84    8    2 
15  10    0 

82    5    6 

Total     -       - 

108    2    0 

14 

9,144    8    9 

877  16    2 

102  11    6 

980    7    8 

Average  expense  of  maintenance  and  surveyors*  salaries,  per  mile 

clerks*  and  treasurers* 


»> 


>» 


H 


L.8  10 
0 


10    04 
19  10| 


Avenge  per  mile       -    L.9    9  11 


ApttraeU.—Tk*mpike  Roads. 


U 


Debt. 

Funds  on 

hand  at 

Whitsnnday 

1858. 

BemirkB. 

i 

With 
PenBonal 
Becmity. 

On  Security 

of  Tolls 

only. 

Aoonmnlated 
Interost 

Total 

Debt  at 

WhltsiiTiday 

1858. 

£     8.    d. 

4,300    0    0 

578  10    8 

1,800    0    0 

2,300    0    0 

425    2  10 

£     B.   d. 

2,500    0    0 

707  17    2 
870  12    8 
184  17    8 

£     B.   d. 

••• 
••• 
••• 
••• 
••• 

£     8.   d. 

6,800    0    0 

578  10    8 

2,607  17    2 

8,170  12    8 

610    0    6 

£     8.   d. 

AbBOsI  NVniM  sad  ttpMldtt8FB 

li  ■tettdfOn  an  aMMM  oTthiw 
l«n,toinl88Btol5e. 

1 

2 
3 

4 
5 

9,406  13    6 

4,268    7    1 

*•• 

18,667    0    7 

••• 

2,214    8    7 

••• 

••• 

2,214    3    7 

••• 

ToW  iMfth  lU  mllM,  whmor  t 
InoontrorHaln. 

1 

1 
1 

••• 
••• 
••• 

••• 
■>«. 

••• 

2,602*10   0 
11,550   0   0 

92111   8 
6,250   0   0 

9,815   0   0 

••• 
6,486  17  10 
5,768   7    0 

161   5   8 
71816   0 

•9,089*  7  10 
17,808   7    0 

1,082  16  11 
6,96815   0 

9,815   0   0 

3,646  15    2 

••• 
••• 

••• 

«•• 

••• 

•  wttwjrtit  i..a.Bi9.  lb.  lod.  h 

OMBMli  OmmllM  «r  KfaMMdlM 

•ad  AbcrdMn,  bat  hM  bMB  «B. 
tiralj  laebHlad  In  ttli  coontr. 

1 
2 

8 

4 
5 

6 

BMW   1   8 

18425   5   6 

44,264   6   9 

3,646.15    2 
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^ 

Average 

i 

Names  of  Trusts. 

Length 

of 
Boads. 

^ 

^ 

•s 

Average 
Bevenue. 

Expenditure 
on  Main- 
tenance, 
including 
Surveyors 

Salaries  of 
Clerks  and 
Treasurers. 

Average 
EzpenditarB. 

d 

• 

. 

Salary. 

1 
m.  fr.  yds. 

£     s.    d. 

£     8.    d. 

!     £     s.   d. 

j       £      8.    d. 

County  of  Kinross. 

1  Clash    -       -       - 

15    0.  0 

1 

•   .75    8    0 

.     70  *0    0 

6  -6    0 

.     75  10    0 

2;  Milnathort      - 

6    6.  .0 

H 

81  12    6 

76  18    7 

5    0    0 

80  18    7 

8  Portmoak 

16    0    d 

1 

:  208  15    0 

191    8    6 

:     12  IS    0 

.   208  15    6 

4  Kinross   and  AUoa 

» 

■ 

I 

(pari  of)      -        - 

6    0    0- 

1} 

!    90    «    6 

99.15    0 

8  M    6 

108  •  6    6 

5]  Outh  and  Niyingston 
(part  o£)     .- 

» 

1 

• 

4    0    .0 

1    ;    98  15    d 

105    6    6 

2    8    0 

107  41     6 

6.  Great    North   Boad 

I     (ptttol)      -        ■< 

11    0    0 

2 

io0'l3    6 

252  14    8 

,    28    0    6 

^80  14    9- 

7  Cupar  and  Kinross 

■ 

1 
1 

* 

(part  of)      r. .    - 
Total   ^ 

8    4    0 

•  •  • 

104  19    0 

66    1    6 

6  •«    0 

72    1     6 

62    2    0 

Jl 

1,909  18    6 

861  11    4 

62    6    0 

923  17    4  j 

Average  expense  of  maintenance  and  surveyors*  salaries,  per  mile 
„  clerks*  and  treasurers'  „  „ 

Average  per  mile 


-  L.18  16  10 

10    0 

-  L.14  16  10 


Stewartry  of  Kirk- 
cudbright. 

Count}'  Turnpikes  -    |249    4    0 


29 


*2,800    0   0 


2,588    t)    0 


!  no  •  i)   0 


2,698    d    0 


(For  further  details,  see  accounts  printed  in  Evidence,  page  470). 


Average  expense  of  maintenance  and  surveyors'  salaries,  per  mile 

clerks'  and  treasurers' 


i» 


»t 


»» 


-    L.10    7    Oi 
0    8    9) 


Average  per  mile 


-    L.10  15  10^ 


AbttraeU — liimpike  Boadi. 


17 


Debt. 

Funds  on 

hand  at 

Whitsunday 

1858. 

Bemarks. 

1 

With 
PenoxuJ 
Secnnty. 

On  Security 

of  ToUs 

onlj. 

Aceumnlated 
Interest 

Total 

Debt  at 

Whitsunday 

1858. 

£    8.   d. 

••• 
•«« 
•«• 

••• 
S^  10   « 

••• 

£    8.  a. 

8,290'"8   8 
30   0  0 

••• 

1,48514  6 

6,178 14 11 

••• 

£    8.   d. 

••« 
••• 
••• 

»•» 

••• 

••• 

••■ 

X     8.   d. 

••• 
•8,290   8   8 
80   0  0 

••• 

1,48514   6 

9,576   5   5 

••• 

£     8.    d. 

•«• 
••• 
••• 

280    5    0 

Told  imUKlh  irmllM,  or  whiofa  tt 
IB  ciMtoMiiiHi  •iid4ite  PhA. 

Volid  Infth  »  milM,  or  wIMi  If 

VoCii  loMth  m  mllM,  oTwfaloh 
17|  In  nfe  Md  10|  is  PHth. 

Tbtal  tangth  m  bUm;  of  whlek 

1 
2 
8 

4 

5 

6 

7 

S^  10    6 

15,98217   8 

••• 

19,882    8   2 

280    5    0 

5^65119    1 


•«* 


t5,651 19 1 1 


tl,668   9    5 
1,670   0   0 


forikto 

•an  of  uaan.  ifc.  i«l,  l.i^o 

lidmfeftbo  otfMrdMrktt  ki 
tiM  oeantjr  to  th*  Mail  Ttnrt 

1|   It  h  tfwiofcw  alM 

M  «l  tht  OMdlt  of  tho 
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Appendut  (A). 


Average 

i 

Names  of  Tmsfcii. 

Length 
BoadB. 

•a 

Average 
BevenuA. 

Expenditure 
on  Main- 
tenance, 
includiuff 
Surveyors 

Salaries  of 
Clerks  and 
Treasurers. 

Totid 
llzpenditnie. 

i 

— 

W      1 

Salary. 

m.  frtyds. 

' 

«      B. 

i. 

il    8.   d. 

£      6. 

d. 

£    s.  4. 

CoDinTT  OF  Lanark. 

1 

Bathgate  and  Airdrie 

(part  of)      .       - 

16    0     0 

8 

1,867  12  10 

740    0    5 

52  10 

0 

792  10'   6 

i 

Biggar  and  LeadhiUs 

85    0      0 

6 

586    5 

0 

848  16    5 

85    0 

0 

878  16   5 

8 

kirk    ... 

66    0      0 

12 

8,084    8 

4 

5,845    0    0 

200    0 

0 

6,045    0    0 

4 

Carlnkn  -       -       - 

28    4      0 

5 

891    § 

6 

696  12'  10 

20    0' 

0 

716  n  10 

6 

ConothiU       -       - 

40    4      0 

5 

762  12 

0 

790    7    2 

80    0 

0 

820    7    2 

6 

Crofisford  Bridge  and 

' 

7 

approaches  - 
Dalmaniook  Bridge 

0    8      0 

•  •• 

1 

••  • 

•110    0 

•  •• 

0 

80    0    0 

•  ■  • 

10    0 

0 

40    0    0 

•  •• 

8 

Qarion  Bridge 

•  •• 

1 

178    0 

0 

8  14    0 

6*'6 

0 

15    0    0 

9 

Gamgad  Turnpike - 

2    4  170 

1 

818    0* 

0 

198    7  10 

15    0 

0 

•208    7  10 

lb 

Grarscube 

5    4    92 

1 

1,262  10 

0 

651  17    0 

60    0 

0 

71117    0 

11 

Gla8ff^Kir)rintUlooh,& 
Baldemock  (part  of) 

10    2      6 

1 

2,887    7 

0 

1,757  14    0 

81    0 

0 

1,838  14    0 

12 

Glasgow  and  Shotts 

(part  oO      -        - 

58    0      0 

5 

6,688  12 

0 

5,416    0    0 

228    8 

0 

5,689    8    0 

18 

Great  Western  and 

f 

? 

St  George's- 

8    4    67 

2 

1,608    6 

8 

1,100    0    0 

80    0 

0 

1,180    0    0 

14 

Lanark  and  Hamilton, 

f 

or  Clydeside 
E.  and  W.  Lanarkshire 

12    0      0 

2 

466    6 

0 

841    1  10 

20    0 

0 

861    1  10 

15 

27    0      0 

6 

985  17 

6 

700  12    4 

45    0 

0 

745  12    4 

16 
17 

N.  and  S.  do*  (part  of) 
Fort  -  Dnndas     and 

44    0      0 

6 

2,629  10 

0 

1,395  12    6 

89  16 

0 

1,485    8    6 

Craighall     - 

1    2    20 

1 

1,000    0 

0 

698    4    0 

85    0 

0 

728    4    0 

18 
19 

Benfrew- 

Three  -  Mile  -  Honse 

5    0  194 

1 

1,582    1 

8 

1,527    &    0 

40    0 

0 

1,567    0    0 

20 

(part  of)       -       - 
Wusontown        and 

17      2 

Oi 

682  10 

0 

767    6    8 

26  18 

4 

794    0    0 

Lanark 

10    2      0 

8 

149  10 

0 

98    5    0 

20    0 

0 

118    5    0 

21 
2^ 

Yoker  (part  of) 
Glasgow  and  Oarlisle 

9    1    40 

1 

8,885  11 

6 

2,811  16    6 

56  17 

0 

2,868  18    6 

(part  of) 

82    0      0 

6 

1,195    2 

0 

758    8    0 

77    8 

9 

880  16    9 

28 
24 

Evan  Water  (part  of) 
Cnmbemauld  (part  of) 

7    0      0 
10    0      0 

1 
8 

25    2 
846    5 

0 
0 

21  15    0 
486    0    6 

5    5 
18    5 

0 
7 

27    0    0 
449    6    1 

26 

Parliamentary  Boad 
Glasgow  Bridges    - 

10      0 

1 

468  16 

6 

468  16    6 

*c* 

468  16    6 

26 

•■• 

8 

7,592  19  10 

249    0    0 

100    0 

0 

849    0    0 

27 

New  Suspension  Bdge. 

••• 

1 

606    1 

8 

87  14  •  8 

*• 

87  14    8 

28 

South  Portland  Street 

Suspension  Bridge 

••• 

1 

655    4 

0 

155    4    0 

21    0 

0 

176    4    0 

29 

Kelvin  Bridge 

■•• 

1 

fiao   0 

tl70    0 

0 
0 

]-   44    ^    0 

25  le 

0 

69  12    0 

80 

Benfrewshix^  Turn- 

pikes (part  of)     - 
Total    -       - 

a 

6    S  187 

1 

528    0 

0 

4AS    0    0 

14    0 

a 

466    0    0 

416    2    67 

84 

48,622  14 

7 

28,071    9   2 

1,852  19 

8 

29,424   810 

Average  ezpeoM  of  maintenance  and  surveyoiB*  salaries,  per  mile     -    L.67    8    9( 

olerks'  and  treasurers*  ..  •.  -850 


ATenge  per  mils 


-    L.70  18    91 


r 


Abstraet»—I\tmpike  Roadt, 
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Dkbt. 


With 
Penonal 
B«ciiiity. 


On  Security 

of  Tolls 

only. 


Aocumulated 
InkaresL 


Total 

Debt  at 

Whitsunday 

1858. 


Fundtfon 

hand  at 

Whitsunday 

1859. 


Bemarks. 


I 


X     s.   d. 


3,550    4    0 


••• 
••• 


£     s.   d. 


29,783   5  2 

1,40519  0 

8,99115  1 

•9,152    0  0 

8,222    0  0 

860   0  0 

4,05fi2  0 

10,74614  8t 


£     8.  d. 

7,055   1  6 

••• 

51,80716  5 

7,249"  0  0 


1,000    0    0 
1,888    0    0 


1,500    0    0 


S^OOO    0    0 


UU  16    0 


18,251    0   0 


2,700  0  0 

607  2  6 

24,441  <►  0* 

2,925  0  0 

16,858  7  0 

48,686  7  8 

7,112  15  8 

800  0  0 


•6,129   0   0 


16,20815  0 

2,800   0  0 

15,489    5  4* 

24,000    0  0 

40,000    0  0 

5,852  18  1 


3,670    0   0 
1,20315    0 


984,137   511 


4,426   5   0 
31,822**0    0 


4,671    6   8 
517*18   4 


**t 


304   0   0 


£     8.   d. 


£     8.   d. 


86,887   6 
4,956   8 

60,299  11 

9,152    0 

10,471    0 


8 
0 

6 
0 


28,964   4 
400*0 


850   0   0 


107^58   211 


4,067  12 
10,746  14 


1,000  0 

4,588  0 

607  2 

24,441  0 

7,351  6 

18,853  7 

75,458  7 

7,112  16 

800  0 


0 
0 

6 

0 

0 
0 
3 

3 

0 


6,129    0    0 


20,880    1    8 


2,800    0 
17,506  18 

•24,000    0 

40,000    0 

5,8^2  13 

9,000   0 
3,670    0 


0 

0 


2,820  11    0 


209,741   810 


0 

0 


V»tel  tai«th  »  »llMt  ivhwtof  IS 


ataanralAtod  W 


UlOlaftitar*. 


•757  0  0 


2,200  8  0 


1,080  0  0 


3,792  4 
888  3 
634  0 


2 

6 
0 


83,71514  8 


*  Dmi  not  iBdudc  naintmi 
ore  tan.  4S  yds.  within  burgh  of 
^hMBW.  t  XneioiilM  aeoiuna. 
latadfaiftMMC. 


Total  kDfth  18  mllM  7  tut.  40 
Tdt.  whtiMf  <  mUM  0  Atn.  IBS 
jdi.in  8ttrltaff.ud  S  inilM4 
Ikm  6S  xdfc  In  Dnnbnrtoo. 

laliBlIthgow. 


TMia  l««tbttmU«%wh«aerSlii 


Total  iMMth  t  mUaa  0  tan*  141 
Ida,  whwwf  1  aftUa  1  fltf.  14U 
Tdi.  In  tttnflrew. 

♦iBOlndaiini 


TMai  knilli  •  mmaSiui , 
oft  Am.  180  jds.  In  Eenlkaw. 

Toial  lanffth  m  mika,  wbarwr 
miaAiiBftlM  and*  in  Sng. 

Totel  lancth  Ui  9iUaa,«lMnar«k 
In  PMl'iftlM 

In  PnmUnwn  anil  In  «lMk%- 

•  laoludM  amar  of  tatanst. 

•  Ltallad  ky  ▲«»  la  LMd^ 


VotallanilhlBrnBllaarflna.  rSrU, 
whMwr  ISl  aUM  4  fiifa  1S8  jda.^ 


1 
2 

3 

4 


6 
7 

8 
9 


10 
11 


12 


;: 

15 

16 


17 
18 

19 

20 
21 

22 

23 

24 

^ 
26 

27 

28 
29 

30 
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Appendix  {Ay 


o 


Names  of  Trusts. 


1 
2 

8 

4 
f  5 


OouNTT  OF  LmLmt- 
oow. 

Bathgate  and  Airdrie 

(pfurtoQ     - 
Cramond       bridge, 

Queensferry,     and 

Linlithgow 
Clench   -       -       - 
Linlithgow     - 
Glasgow  and  Shotts 

(partoO      - 
Total     - 


Length 
Boada. 


m.  fr.  yds. 


t6    0    0 


15  1  0 

22  4  0 

14  0  0 

9  4  0 


76    1    0 


Average 
Bevenne. 


4 

14 

2 


28 


£     s.    d. 


1,867  12  10 


679  2  0 

782  4  0 

519  7  8 

1,087  S  0 


Average 
Expenditure 
on  Main- 
tenance, 
including 
Surveyor  s 
Salary. 


£     8.    d. 


740    0    5 


Salaries  of 
Clerks  and 
Treasurers. 


4,885  14    6 


818  16 
656  4 
897    4 


5 
8 
0 


887  10    0 


2,994  15    6 


£     8.  d. 

52  10  0 

20    0  0 

15  "O  0 

86  12  0 


Total 
Expenditora 


£     8.  d. 


792  10    6 


124    2    0 


883  16 
656    4 

412    4 


5 
8 
0 


924    2    0 


8,118  17    6 


Average  expense  <A  maintenance  and  surveyors*  salaries,  per  mile 
H  clerks*  and  treaflnrers'  „ 


» 


*  Average  per  mfle 


-  L.89    6    ^ 

1  12    7| 

-  L.40  19    5 


1 

2 


COUSTT  OF  NaIBZC. 

Kaimshire  Turnpikes 

Castle    Stewart  and 

Nairn  (part  of)    - 


Total    - 


19    6    0 
2    0    0 


21    6    0 


610  14    0 
17    2    0 


627  16    0 


165  14    6 

84    2    9 


199  17    8 


88   e   0 


88    0    0 


198  14   6 
84    2  9 


282  17   8 


Awrage  e3q>eiifle  of  maintenance  and  surveyors*  salaries,  per  mile 
,y  clerks*  and  treasurers*  „  „ 


L.9    8    9 

1  10    5 


Avenge  per  mile       -    L.IO  14    2 
XFor  Pariiamentary  Beads,  see  Evidence,  p.  668»  el  «•;.) 

GOUMTT  OF  OrKXET. 

(No  Turnpikes.    For  County  Assessment  Boads,  see  Abstract,  Appendix  C) 


COU2ITT  OF  FXEBXJSS. 

1  First  District  - 

2  Second  to  Sixth  da, 
inclusive ;  and  also 
including  Tweed 
Bridge 

Total     -       . 


16    4    0 

4 

106    0    0 

18 

122    4    0 

22 

860  17    0 


1,487    8    5 


1,848    5    6 


186   e    6 


1,076  17    6 


1,218    4    0 


85    0    0 


85    0    • 


186    6   6 


1,11117   6 


1,298    4   0 


Average  expense  of  maintenance  and  surveyors*  salaries^  per  mOe      -     L.9  18    1 
„  clerks*  and  treasuxers*  „  „  -         d  18  1^ 


Avenge  per  mfle       »    L.10  11  llj 


Abstracts — Turnpike  Roads. 
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Debt. 

Funds  on 

hand  at 

Whitsunday 

1858. 

Itemarks. 

1 

With 
Personal 
Socurity. 

On  Becnrity 

of  ToUb 

only. 

AccTunnlated 
Interest 

Totel 

Debt  at 

Whitsunday 

1858. 

£     8.    d. 

je     8.    d. 

£      B.    ^ 

£     8.    d. 

1 

J(     8.   d. 

••• 

29,782  5    2 

7,055  1    6 

36,887  e   8 

•*• 

1 

iCfOO  0    0 

i,ood"o  0 

••• 
1,077  "9    9 

■•• 
••• 
••• 

4,600  0    0 
2,077  *9    9 

mu  a 
1,721 16 10 

8218    8 

* 
2 

.3 

4 

••• 

99   9    4 

••• 

99   9    4 

360   8    0 

Vote]  Imirth  AT}  mHaii,  whereof  68 

5 

5,600  0    0 

30,959  4    3 

7,055   1    6 

43,614  6    9 

2,292  9    2 

- 

- 

- 

» 

- 

-   - 

1 
••• 

369    0    6 

536    0    0 

• 

•  •• 

.a. 

•  •• 

536    0    0 
369r  0    6 

• 

t*tel  l«Kgth  18|.  mnw.  wheraoT 
11}  in  iBTernen. 

i 

2 

369    0    6 

536    0    0 

•  •« 

905    0    6 

••• 

4 


, 

• 

I 

.*• 

7,68010    1 

2,096  15  10 

9,777   6  11 

««• 

Tbew  mau  ot  revniBA  aod  ex- 
ptudiinn  are  on  an  treng*  of 

1 

•.«  - 

1 

10464  0    0 

•.• 

10,164  0    0 

76    6    8 

' 

12 

■•• 

17,84410    1 

•          * 

2,096  15  10 

19,941  5  11 

76    6    8 

22 


Appendix  (A). 


i 

Names  of  Trusts. 

Iiengfth 
Boads. 

6 

ATerag;e 
BsYenue. 

Avera^ 
Expenditure 
on  Main- 
tenance, 
including 
Surveyors 

Salaries  of 
Clerks  and 
Treaaorers. 

Total     . 
Expenditurs. 

r^ 

Salary. 

m.  fr.  yds. 

J&     s. 

d. 

A     S.    d. 

4     9.    d. 

i&     a.   d. 

CouMTY  OF  Perth. 

1 

Athole    -       -       - 

«7    4    0 

s 

1,774    8 

6 

862    7    0 

80    0    0 

892    7    0 

2 

Auchterarder  - 

11    0    0 

2 

181    0 

0 

07    4  4 

12    2    0 

109    6    4 

8 

Blairgowrie  &  Bridge 
of  Gaily       - 

•  « • 

• 

6    0    0 

2 

878  10 

7 

132    0    4 

6    6    0 

188    6    4 

4 

Blairgowrie  &  Coupar- 

Ang^ 

4    6    0 

2 

186    7 

0 

126    0    0 

6    6    0 

182    6    0 

5 

CarBd  of  Qowrie,  or 

Dundee 

83    0    0 

2 

700  16 

4 

558  15    8 

20    0    0 

578  15    8 

6 

Crieff  and  Longcause- 

wayhead  (part  of) 

17    0    0 

3 

1,115    8  10 

683    5  10 

44  15    0 

728    0  10 

7 

Dalpatrick 

6    4    0 

2 

115  14 

4 

64  18    8 

2  10    0 

^93 

a 

Dalreoch 

12    0    0 

2 

364    4 

1 

207    4    4 

27    2    0 

284    6    4 

9 

DTip,Frew,&  Netherton 

10    0    0 

2 

855    0 

2 

560  15    8 

19  19    0 

570  14    8 

10 

Dunblane,       Doune, 

and  Callander     - 

29    0    0 

5 

1,475  11 

6 

780    0    0 

25    0    0 

755    0    0 

11 

Dunkeld,   Aberfeldy, 

and  Eenmore 

28    4    0 

8 

915  15 

6 

678    0    6 

20    0    0 

698    0    6 

12 

Dunning 
Gleneagles 

9    0    0 

2 

65    7 

6 

56  12    8 

10    0    0 

66  12    8 

IS 

24    0    0 

6 

468  10 

1 

256    8    8 

22    2    0 

278  10    3 

14 

Glenfalloch     - 

7    0   a 

1 

118    6 

9 

66    0    7 

••• 

66    9    7 

15 

Glenlichom    - 

12    0    0 

2 

66    1 

6 

69    0    0 

16    0    0 

85    0    0 

16 

Locheam 

27    0    0 

4 

724  17  11 

645  13  10 

27    1    0 

872  U  10 

17 

Lochtayside         and 

Glendochart 

39    0    0 

5 

886    8 

8 

547  15    7 

21    0    0 

568  15    7 

18 

Menteith  &  Bumbank 

8    4    0 

2 

299  10 

0 

217    4    8 

10    0    0 

227    4    8 

19 

Perth  A  Coupar- Angus 

22    0    0 

5 

811    0 

^ 

293    5    5 

21    0    0 

314    5    6 

20 

Perth  and  Crieff     - 

17    0    0 

3 

1,204  11  10 

626  14    2 

82    2    0 

658  16    2 

21 

Perth  and  Dunkeld 

26    0    0 

4 

801  18 

5 

625    0    0 

40    0    0 

665    0    0 

22 

Perth  and  EinolaTea 

10    0    0 

8 

602  12 

6 

190    1    8 

15  15    0 

205  16    8 

28 

Strathbraan    - 

7    4    0 

2 

168    8 

6 

65    8  10 

5    0    0 

70    8  10 

24 

Strathtay 

9    6    0 

1^ 

157    0 

0 

95    9    6 

5   <)    0 

100    9    6 

26 

Taybridge 

Tummelbridge 

Gt  North  Bd.  (part  of) 

26    0    0 

5 

779  14 

4 

260  17    6 

20    0    0 

280  17     6 

26 

22    0    e 

H 

544    9 

0 

282    2    4 

15    0    0 

297    2    4 

27 

10    4    0 

1 

621    2 

0 

241    4    6 

26  15    0 

267  19    6 

28 

Dundee  and  Coupar- 

Ang^s  Qpart  of)  - 
Outh  and  Niyingston 

14    0 

1 

114    8 

8 

60    1    0 

8    5    8 

63    6    8 

29 

(partoO      - 

5    0    0 

•*« 

128    8 

6 

131  15    6 

2  18    6 

184    9    0 

30 

Camook  and  Kenilet 

(part  of) 

6    4    0 

1 

li85  12 

3 

75  12    4 

5    6    2 

80  18    6 

31 

Stirling   to   Drymen 

Bridge  (part  of)  - 
Second  District  of  W. 

2    0    0 

•  •* 

M    9 

0 

37  13    9 

3    t    0 

40  14    9 

32 

% 

Stirlingshire  (pt  of) 

1    7  40 

•  •• 

202    5' 

0 

76    8    « 

2  15    0 

79    8    6 

33 

Kinross    and    AUoa 

(partof)      - 

4    4    0 

1 

67  10 

2 

74  16    6 

2  18    0 

77    9    6 

84 

OchiU  (part  of)       - 

4    4    0 

1 

214  18 

0 

136  16    0 

6    2    0 

141  18    0 

85 

Clackmannanshire 

(partoO      - 

6   4    0 

8 

506  10 

2 

348  12    0 

12  15   « 

356    7    0 

Be 

Dunkeld  Bridge 

-••• 

1 

1,479  11 

2 

25    0    0 

" 

25    0    0 

37 

Perth  Bridge  - 

••• 

^— 

80    0 

0 

75    0    0 

6^0 

80    0    0 

38 

New  Bndge  df  Earn 
Total     - 

«•• 

•  •• 

100    0 

0 

••• 

10  10    0 

10  10    0 

501    7  40 

88 

19,38912  11 

9,961  11    5 

558  15  11 

10,515  6  11 

Aveiage  expense  of  i 

maintenance  and 

I  surveyon 

rsa 

lanes,  per  mil 

e       -    L.19 

16  lOi 

t,              clerks*  and  troasi 

irers^ 

Av 

It            »♦ 

erage  per  mile 

1 

2    1 

»       -    L.20  ] 

18  11^ 

Abatraet$-^TunqHke  Soads. 


S3 


DXBT. 


With 
FenonAl 
Seenrity. 


9,760    0  0 

•  •• 

e,(m  0  0 

1,M0    0  0 


1,200    0 
5S6  17 


0 
2 


e^ioo  0  0 


12,215  0    0 


6,99o  4 
[4,496  0 
Il,7d0    0 


9U    0 
fft,2i6'"« 


8 

11 

0 


0 
0 


SIO    0 
82  15 


ek215  10    0 


••• 

•  •• 

•  «■ 


(M8918    9 


On  860iinty 

of  ToUb 

only. 


866  18 
4,880    6 


8,544  10 

9,100    0 

686  17 

518    6 

11,890  8 

660    0 


0 
10 


0 
2 
4« 
0 


8,500    0    0 


7,075  0 
9,047  6 
1(8,61411 
4,165  19 
5,827  7 
18,488 18 

818  11 
8,062    4 

8,888  12 
5,710  8 
608  10 
10,076  18 
5,878  2 
1,800  0 
12,199 19 
6,391  8 
5,896    8 

"1,662 18 

1,867    2 

4,016    5 

977    6 


0 
2 
2 

0 
6 
9 

4 
11 

8 
10 

5 

8 
11 

0 

2 
10 

0 

0 
10 
6 
0 
0 


••♦ 


5,800  15    1 
1,870    0    0 

18,000  0    0 

98    9  10 


228,064  5  6 


■^p^^p-w*.^""^* 


Accumulated 
Interest 


4,697  12    5 


749  18 
6,427  16 


8  12 


4,084  2 
18,483  9 
14,788 19 


269  16 
607  12 


14,867 10 
4,381  10 
286  18 
6,960  17 
1,879  12 


4 
1 


6 


5 
1 

4 


10 
0 


8 
2 

4 
0 
1 


2,007    0    0 


••• 

•  •• 


78,306  6  10 


TtML 

Debt  at 

Whitsunday 

1858. 


10,61618  0 

9,077  18  8 

6,080    0  0 

8,544  10  0 

10,600  0  0 

586  17  0 

2,468    4  6 

16,885   1  7 

660    0  0 

9,600    0  0 


7,088  12 
9,047  6 
68,61411 
8,200  1 
19,260 16 
28,277 18 


6 
9 
2 

5 
7 
1 


12,583 

8,822 

11,842 

10,206 

2,358 

24,444 

10,204 

1,586 

19,134 

7,771 

9,141 


11  4 

0  9 

9  4 

4  9 

10  5 


8 

13 
18 
16 


6 
1 
4 
2 


Oil 
9    0 


1,562  18  0 
1,867  2  10 
4,016  6  6 
8,374  6  0 
462  15    0 


••I 


5,800  16    1 

8,088  10    0 

18,000  0    0* 
98    9  10 


862,680  6  1 


Fund*  oil 

hand  at 

Whitsunday 

1858. 


.«  A 
•  «. 


•  •• 

•  •■ 
••• 

•  a. 
I.. 

•  •• 

•  *• 

«.• 
... 


267  10    6 


18    4 

8  15 


6 
0 


1,888    8 
2,664    0 


3 

0 


4,922  19  11 


fiontarks. 


lil 


IMri  Wofflli  UaflM, 
InSClriliwriiiM. 


WhCTCOfl 


*IiMlad«i  latBWrt   en 


OtifmAl 


l^W  iMfUi  101  nilM,  irlMMof 
JL7f  tm  Nb  ttikna  In  ITIiiiwt 

•  ZndvdM  IptMwt   Total  iMMtti 
Vmlltii  wlMNirill  In  Votmr. 

T»tal  ImgOt  »  mllM,  whcreoru 
lnjnfru«4lBKiiiniM. 

Tetelhngthginlki, 
mi«ad(hiCllacl 


wh«i«ort  in 
knaanno. 


Tatal  length  0  mOe^  whenot  & 
InfliMlaff. 

Volal  length  IB  mHai  t  fbn.  4b 
jds  whinao^  V  tnilM  in  StirUag. 

Total  length  17  raOM,  whcnoT  6^ 
la  Claekanannan  and  8  lo  Kin- 


Total  lencth  96^  milei,  whareof  19 
in  Cladtnuunaa,  •  ia  Stirling, 
and  1  la  Fife. 

«»(al.)H)gthSO  mpai,  whmorill 
ia  dacamannen. 

*ThknmantharlMd  to  be  biaw 
rowed  aader  tlie  Act  jkmoaat 
of  iatervi  fakl  not  known,  and 
Ibf  aoMMiat  (hi|t  n«v  fUU  be 
dae  OBBOl  theiefMe  Be  etated. 


1 

2 


6 
7 
8 
9 

10 

11 
12 
IS 
14 
15 
16 

17 
18 
19 
120 
21 
22 
28 
24 
25 
26 

V 
28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

83 

84 

85 

36 
87 
88 


u 


Appendix  (A). 


1 

•3 

Average 

6 
7^ 

Names  of  TroBts. 

Length 
Boads. 

Average 
Bevenue. 

Expenditure 

on  Main- 

.  tenance, 

including 

Surveyors 

Salaiieeof 
Clerks  and 
Tjnea8urei» 

Total 
Expenditure. 

Salary. 

m.  ir.  yds. 

£     s.   d. 

£     s.    d. 

£     B,   d. 

£     s.   d. 

Ck>U2«TT  OF  BeKFREW. 

1 

Benfrewnhire    Turn- 
pikes, consisting  of 
the     Gorbals,    the 
Kilmarnock,      the 
Paisley,  the  John- 
ston, the  Renfrew, 
and  the  Bamsford 

Turnpikes  (part  of) 

151    4  158 

82 

12,44114    6 

10,75114    8 

831    0    0 

11,08214   8 

2 

Renfrew  &  Greenock 

13    0      0 

4 

1,249   0    0 

606   7  11 

52  10    0 

658 17  11 

8 

Kelly  Bd^e.  Turnpike 
Eastwood 

14    0      0 

8 

1,188  0    0 

506   7    9 

••* 

606  7    9 

4 

15    0      0 

1 

40   0    0 

98   0    0 

... 

98  0    0 

5 

Eagleshame    - 

5    0      0 

1 

20   0    0 

20   0    0 

.«* 

20  0    0 

6 

Three  -  Mile  -  House 

(partoO      - 

1    1  140 

H 

841   5    0 

88813    4 

18    6    8 

897  0    0 

7 

Toker  (part  of) 
Total     - 

0    8  180 

0 

21218    6 

12618    6 

8    3    0 

12916    6 

200    2    88 

41i 

15,49218    0 

12,38717    2 

899  19    8 

12,787 16  10 

COUNTT  OF  Boss  AXJ>  CbOMABTT. 

(For  Parliamentary  Boads,  see  Evidence,  p.  658,  etseq) 


Couinr  OF  Boxburgh. 

1 

Kelso  Bridge  - 
Great  Boad     - 

•  •  ■ 

A  •  • 

50    0    0 

35 

0    0 

15    0 

0 

50    0    0 

2 

12 

6 

0 

2 

166    0    0 

159 

0    0 

7    0 

0 

166    0    0 

8 

Kelso  Union,  North 

Branch 

12 

0 

0 

2 

843    0    0 

250 

0    0 

10    0 

0 

260    0    0 

4 

Do.        South  do. 

10 

0 

0 

8 

95    0    0 

68 

0    0 

5    0 

0 

68    0    0 

6 

Do.        West  do. 

10 

0 

0 

2 

225    0    0 

112 

0    0 

10    0 

0 

122    0    0 

6 

Lauder  and  Kdso  - 

21 

0 

0 

8 

1,176    0    0 

495 

6    8 

41  10 

0 

586  16    8 

7 

Haremofisand  Scots- 

dyke  -       -       - 

20 

1 

0 

8 

672  12    1 

553 

8    0 

30    0 

0 

588    8    0 

8 

Liddesdale  (part  of) 

26 

0 

0 

6 

619    0    0 

434 

8    0 

8    6 

0 

442  14    0 

9 

Selkirk  it  St  Boewells 

6 

2 

0 

2 

65  10    0 

60 

0    0 

8  15 

0 

68  15    0 

10 

Boxburgh  Boad,  Ist 

and  2d  Assignations 

96 

0 

0 

24 

2,510    0    0 

1,765 

0    0 

80    0 

0 

1,845    0    0 

11 

Drygiange  Pontage 

... 

1) 

288  15    0 

1 

•  a. 

•*. 

12 

Scotsdyke  and  Hare- 
moss,  Western  Divi- 

sion (part  ot) 
Selkirkshire  Boad  and 

1 

8 

0 

0 

39  17  10 

45 

2    0 

2  10 

6 

47  12    6 

IS 

Bridge  (part  oO  - 
Total     - 

1 

6  206 

0 

16    7    6 

16 

0    0 

2    0 

0 

18    0    0 

217 

1  206 

48^ 

6,267    2    5 

3,988 

4    3 

215    1 

6 

4,203    5    9 

Average  expense  of  maintenance  and  surveyors'  salaries,  per  mile 
„  clerks'  and  treasurers*  „ 


}> 


-    L.18    7    2 
0  19    9k 


Average  per  milo       -    L.19    6  11^ 


Abstraeta — Tttmpike  Roads. 


25 


Debt. 

Funds  on 

hand  at 

Whitsunday 

1858. 

lHflro%fVi|. 

■ 

si 

With 
PeraoDAl 
Secnritj. 

OnSecority 

of  ToUo 

only. 

Aoetunulated 
Interest 

Total 

Debt  at 

Whitsunday 

1858. 

X    a.  d. 
81,224  2    8 

#•* 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

••• 

•  •• 

£     8.   d. 

28,631   S    0 
51,93713    0 
11,20213    1 

•  ■« 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

A     8.   d. 

7,28018    8 

81,33118    5 

3,310  4    6 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

£     a<   d. 

67,086  6    4 
83,26911    6 
14,51217    7 

•  •• 

•  ■• 

•  •• 

£     &   d. 

540    0    0 
207  16  10 

IbW  teBfth  107  mUtt  7  ton.  75 

jfU,  wb«nor6  mOM  %  flm.lS7 

jfdt.  1b  LiuiMrk. 
VfevmiM  and  •zpendltim  on  at*. 

nfe  of  «hrM  ywn  to  WUlmn- 

4ayUS8. 

TolU  Injth  1  mllM  141  |dfc, 
wbmoT  1  mil*  7  ftuiL  S  rli.  In 
Luiark. 

TM>1  length  9  mllct  0  fim.»  whei«. 
or  8  mll«  1  ftir.  40  yds.  in  Luwk. 

r 

1 
2 
3 

4 
5 

6 

7 

81,224  2    8 

91,77111    1 

41,878   1    7 

164,86815  4 

747  15  10 

Average  expense  of  nudntenance  and  surveyors*  salaries,  per  mile      -    L.61  17    3 
„  clerks'  and  treasurers'  „  „  -         2    0    0 


Average  per  mile 


-    L.68  17    3 


•.• 

•  •• 

.•• 

•*• 

••• 

1 

».• 

•  *« 

••« 

•t« 

••• 

2 

•  •• 
••• 

8,000  0 
3,09913 
2,250  0 

•  •• 

0 

4 
0 

5,490  0    0 
54615    3 

•.« 

••• 

8,490  0    0 
3,646  8    7 
2^250   0    0 

■•• 

••• 

••• 
•*. 

•  L.1,400  of  dtbt.  tmt  «m  to  b* 
elMtrad  off  at  Whltninday  18flB 
ligr  tampnmry  loaa  of  LJ,0<IO 

3 

4 
5 
6 

*•• 

•  •• 

... 

•7,469  0 
4,160  0 

•  •• 

0 
0 

31,57018    8 
11,588  0    0 

89,08918    8 
15,748  0    0 

•  •• 

1,014  11    8 

•  a. 

•  ■• 

*  A  proportion  of  this  mM  to  ftflbot 

tbo  DumMcMhlr*  dlTUon  of 

fhoniMl. 
Total   Icnftth  81  mlloi  9  ftin., 

wlMnor0mllMlftin.la  Dum. 

Motb 

7 

8 
9 

^m  19 10 

11,26418    8 
1,152  2  11 

••* 
••• 

21,19018    6 
1,152  2  11 

•  •• 

•  •• 

Ho  txpaadltun  on  dio  WdM, 
iBtcfMk  telns  regulMly  paid, 
and  dtbt  gndoally  ndnoed^ 

10 
11 

•«• 

••• 

••• 

•tt 

•  t* 

Total   bngth  SO  ndka  %  Ibn., 
whaiMru  mUn  in  DumAta. 

12 

••• 

2118 

4 

•«• 

2118    4 

•  •« 

Total  Imctli  SO  mile*  1  flir.  OS 
yda^  whereof  tt  mllM  4  fltn.  0 
fda.  In  Sdklik. 

13 

9,923  19  10 

82,417  8 

8 

49,195 18  11 

91,539   2    0 

1,014  11    8 

1 
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Appendix  {A\ 


6 

as 

NamM  of  Trosts. 

Lengt^i 
Boads. 

o 

■ 

Ayerage 
Bevenue. 

Average 
Expenditure 
on  Main- 
tenance, 
inolttdinff 
Surveyors 
Saluy. 

oaianes  m 
Clerks  and 
Txeasimra. 

Total 
Exponditnre. 

1 
2 
8 

COUMTT  OF  SELKIBK. 

Bttrick  TnrnpfkA   - 

Selkirkshire  Boad  and 
Bridge  (part  of)  - 

Tweed   and    Ettrick 
Bridges 

Total    -       - 

m.  fr.  ydsJ 
21    0    0 

28    4    6 

••• 

1 

2 

4 

1 

i»    s.   d. 
•44    0    0 

811    2    6 

88  10    0 

4     0.  d. 

7    7    6 

804    0    0 
7    0    0 

i8    a.  d. 
6    0    0 

88    0    0 

••• 

i 

12    7    6 

842    0   0 

7    0    0 

49    4    6 

7 

448  12    6 

318    7    6 

48    0    0 

361    7   6 

Average  expense  of  maintenance  and  snrveyon*  salaries,  per  mile  (ex- 
clusive of  Etfcrick  Turnpike)  .......    I..10  18    8 


Average  expense  of  clerks'  and  treaaurers'  salaries,  per  mile  (esdusive 
of  Ettrtek  Turnpike)     --...--- 


16    8 


Average  per  sMle       -    L.12    4  U 


OolXSTT  OF  StIBUNO. 

1 

Grossmuirhaad     and 
Higginsneuk 

5 

0 

a 

1 

•88    4 

8 

44  17    0 

5    0 

0 

49  17    0 

2 
8 
4 

6 
6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Denny  to  Pintry    - 
Kerse  Boad  and  Bdge. 
Linlithgow  &  Stirling 
Bedrow  to  Peathill  - 
Stirling  to    Drymen 

Bridie  OP^rt  of)  - 
West      Stirlingshire 

let  District 
West      Stirlingshire 

2d  District  (part  of) 
West       Stirlingshire 

3d  District  (part  oO 
Crieff  and  Longcause- 

wayhead  (part  of) 

4 
11 
44 
12 

21 

21 

27 

6 
0 
0 
2 

0 

1 

0 

0 
0 
0 
0 

0 

14 

0 

1 
3 
8 
2 

4 

4 

4 

•329    0 

386    0 

8,064    0 

786    1 

67114 

990    0 

2,780    6 

0 

0 
0 
9 

2 

0 
0 

168    4    6 

216  12    0 

1,399    8    0 

863    7    8 

896  14    0 

946    7    6 

1,081  18    0 

15    0 

21    0 

100    0 

10    0 

81  19 

•  86    5 

6    8 

0 
0 
0 
0 

0 

t 
0 

168    4   6 
287  12   0 

1,499    8   0 

368    7    8 

427  18   0 
2,810  15    € 

6 
2 

8  168 
0      0 

1 
0 

444    5 
181    4 

0 
0 

247  10    0 
80    7    9 

0 

85  12    9 

11 

Ochill  (part  of)       - 

2 

0 

0 

1 

96  10 

0 

60  16    8 

2    6 

8 

68    1    6 

12 
13 

Cnmbeniauld  (part  of) 
Glasgow,    Eirkintil- 
lo<3i,  and    Balder- 
nock  (part  of)     - 

Total    -       - 

a 

1 
6 

0      0 
0  196 

0 
1 

84  10 
1,699    0 

0 

48  12    0 

1,060    6    6 

1    6 

48    7 

0 

1 

44  18   6 

1,098  18   6 

163 

6  142 

80 

11,277 14 

8 

6,022  16    2 

826    7 

9' 

6,849    8  11 

Average  expense  of  maintenanoe  and  snrveyorB*  salaries,  per  mile 
„  clerks*  and  treasursn'  „  „ 

Average  per  mile 

COITKTT  OF  BlTTREBLAim. 

(For  Farliamentaiy  Boads,  see  Evidence,  p.  668,  e<  m;.) 


-    L.96  16    7} 
1  19  10} 

-L^  16    6i 


Abstractt'^Turttp^e  Roada. 
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Bebu 

Funds  on 

band  at 

Wlutsunday 

1858. 

BflPSMrkflu 

1 

Penonal 
Security. 

olTolte 
only. 

AoonBvhkted 
Interest 

Total 

Debt  at 

Whitsunday 

1868. 

£.    a.     d. 

•*• 

£     8.     d, 

550    0    0 

411  18   4 
128  17    1 

J&.    8.     d. 

••• 

•** 

£.    B..   d. 
660    0    0 

411  IS    4 

128  17    1 

£     %    d. 

78    8    7 

•*. 
91    0    0 

IneorKd  U  building  an  Inn. 
Boad    rmUrMl    ftom    tUtuta 
hONNirftiiMla 

total  Ungth  10  mtlai  1  (tar.  US 
y<h.^whai»rf  1  mik  0  fiin.  IM 

1 

2 
8 

..• 

1,000  10    5 

••♦ 

1,090  10    5 

169    8    7 

a,450  0 
1049710 


0 
0 


0 
9 
0 


160  0 
1,129  0 


2&»567  9 


0 
9 


5,400  0  0 

18,550   0  0 

12,89917  4 

10,26114  0 

5,02217  8 

5,12918  5 

789  0  0 

68  8  0 

2,578  2  8 

1,54818  6 
• 

1,61116  0 


7,617  0    0 


21,918  0    0 


6116    4 


68,665  0    9 


16,867  0  0 

24,18710  0 

12,69917  4 

86,42914  0 

10,90112  0 

6,24618  5 

789  0  0 

68  8  0 

2,578  2  8 

1,760 18 10 

2,74015  0 


29,48115    4  118,704  610 


220    3    4 


••• 
•>. 
••• 


191    5  6 

••• 

118    1  9 

458    6  4 


•L.ie  addHlMial  raealffd  Ihn 
natata  labanr  ftaadu 

•■atanaaliJMllilSBB-a    ToDi 


Votal  laiwfh 
InFailli. 


9nU«S  whanoT  t 


Total  langth  16  mUa»  7  Ain.  40 

yda.,  wbaraof  1  mlla  7  (tan.  40 

yda.  te  PcfCh. 
Total  lanith  11  milM  S  ftan.  1S4 

yda.,  wherMf  6  milM  7  (tan  \S» 

yds.  te  DambartaD. 
Tcftal  laoatia  IS  mllai^  wbanoT  17 

in  Farto. 
Total    IflORth  M  mlla*  4  fan^ 

wbanoT  IS  la  daokmanaaii.  4^ 

hi Parth, aad llB  VHb. 
Total  IcDfth  SO  DiUca.  wharaof  10 

la  Tanatfc  and  B  ia  Suabarloa. 


982  14  11 


TMal  taaffth  18  mOM  7  (tam  40 
yda,  whareof  10  mllaa  S  (tan.  0 
jdi.  fai  Laaaik.  and  S  aiiUat  4 
Am.  00  3rd&  la  IHaibartoa. 


2 
8 
4 
5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 
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Appendix  (A). 


• 

o 

1 

Names  of  TnistB. 

« 

Len£^ 
BoadB. 

1 

EH 

• 

ATerage 
Bevenue. 

Ayeraee 
Expendltore 
on  Main- 
tenance, 
including' 
Surveyors 
Salajy. 

Salaries  of 
Clerks  and 
Treatuyers. 

Total 
Ezpenditurek 

CJouimr  OF  Wigtown. 

WigtowTiRhire  Tum- 
pikefi  -       -       - 

m«  ir.  ydn. 
SI    0    0 

6 

£     8.     d. 
600    0    0 

£     6.     d. 
728    0    0 

£     8.     d. 
45    0    0 

£     B.     d. 
773    0    0 

Average  expense  of  maintenance  and  surveyors*  salariesj  per  mile 
„  derks' and  treasurers*  „  „ 


L.14    6    6 
0  17    1\ 


Average  per  mile       -    L.15    3    1\ 


County  op  Zetland. 
(No  Turnpikes.    For  Statute  Labour  Boads,  see  Appendix  C). 
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Dkbt. 

Funds  on 

band  at 

Whitsunday 

1858. 

Bemarks. 

c 
1 

With 
Penonal 
Security. 

On  Security 

of  Tolls 

only. 

AocTunnlated 
Interest 

Total 
Debt  at 
Whitsunday 
1858. 

JS     8.     d. 

••• 

J&     0.  d. 
302  15    5 

£     8.     d. 
••• 

ifi     B.     d. 

302  16    5 

iK      B.      d. 

•*• 

Bamna  and  MptaditsN  tn  jmr 
wdlaf  Wkltnadiaj  UOB* 
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Appendiso  {B). 


APPENDIX 


GENERAL  ABSTRACT,  showing  the  extent  of  Tornpike  ttoads  in  each  County  of 
Expenditure  on  said  Tumpikee,  tnd  their  Aterage  Cost  per  Mile.    Together  ^th 


r 

1 

Average 

A 

Le 

ngth 

o 

Average 

Main- 

Salaries of 

Total 

Name  of  County. 

"R 

Annuaul 

tenance  and 

Clerk  and 

S^Mnditnre. 

Boad&      1 

o 

• 

Bevenuob 

Surveyor*8 

Treasurer. 

1 

Salury. 

m. 

fr.  yds. 

£      8.    d. 

£      B.    d. 

£    s.    d. 

£     8.  d. 

1 

Aberdeen    - 

486 

0    88 

88 

11,846    8    1 

6,986    2  10 

880  18    9 

6,267    1    7 

2 

Argyll 

•*• 

•  •• 

•*• 

... 

... 

••• 

3 

A3?     -       -       - 

714 

4      0 

172 

17,851  14    0 

10,391  18    2 

706  10    0 

11,097    8   2 

4 

BaD£f  - 

144 

6    80 

824 

3,686    9    0 

8,148    4  10 

86  11    6 

3,233  16   3 

5 

Berwick 

161 

4    90 

29 

4,662    6    9 

8,084    9    0 

201    9    6 

3,285  18    6 

6 

Bute   -       -       - 

••• 

•«• 

... 

••. 

■*• 

... 

7 

Oaithness    - 

177 

0      0 

•». 

686    0    0 

928  18    4 

40  17    6 

964  16  10 

8 

Clackmannan 

87 

4      0 

Si 

1,696  19    5 

1,166    6  10 

48    0    0 

1,199    6  10 

9 

DnmbarUm  - 

188 

4      0 

29 

6,988    8    2 

8,982  16    1 

177    9    5 

4,160    5  .6 

10 

DiiTnfries     •> 

870 

4      0 

62 

6,068    5    7 

4,688    2  11 

336    4    0 

4,869    6  11 

11 

Edinbuigh  - 

428 

7    79 

80 

18,676    1    7 

14,066  11    6 

669  18    2 

14,616    9    8 

12 

Elgin  -       -        - 
Fife    -       -        - 

87 

6  199 

19 

4,424    2    6 

2,063  11    6 

138  11  10 

2,192    3   8 

18 

406 

4      0 

74 

18,868    1    6 

10,269  19    1 

471  19    3 

10,731  18    4 

14 

Forfar 

191 

7  181 

41 

8,817  19    6 

6,006  18  10 

362  15    9 

6,368  14   7 

16 

Haddington 

141 

0      0 

86 

8,899  16  10 

8,066    4    2 

160    0    0 

3,226    4    2 

16 

Invemefls    - 

11 

4      0 

2 

102  18    1 

204  16    5 

•  •• 

204  16    5 

17 

Kincardine  - 

108 

2      0 

14 

2,144    8    9 

877  16    2 

102  11    6 

980    7    8 

18 

KinroSB 

62 

2      0 

7| 

1,809  18    6 

861  11    4 

62    6    0 

923  17    4 

19 

Kirkcudbright     • 

249 

4     0 

29 

2,800    0    0 

2,688    0    0 

110    0    0 

2,693    0    0 

20 

Lanark 

416 

2    67 

81A 

48,622  14    7 

28,071    9    2 

1,36219    8 

29,424    8  10 

21 

LinlitJigow  - 

76 

1      0 

28 

4,885  14    6 

2,994  15    6 

124    2    0 

3,118  17    6 

22 

Nairn - 

21 

6      0 

4 

627  16    0 

199  17    8 

33    0    0 

282  17    3 

28 

Orkney 

••• 

•  •• 

*.. 

.•* 

•  •• 

>•• 

24 

Peebles 

122 

4      0 

22 

1,848    6    6 

1,218    4    0 

86    0    0 

1,298    4    0 

26 

Perth  -        -       - 

601 

7    40 

88 

19,889  12  11 

9,961  11    0 

658  16  11 

10,616    6  11 

26 

lienfrew 

200 

2    88 

41* 

16,492  18    0 

12,387  17    2 

399  19    8 

12,787  16  10 

27 

Boss  and  Cromarty 

•*• 

•  •• 

••• 

... 

«      ••• 

... 

28 

Boxburgh    - 

217 

1  206 

48i 

6,267    2    6 

3,988    4    8 

215    1    6 

4,203    5    9 

29 

Selkirk        -       - 

49 

4      6 

7 

448  12    6 

818    7    6 

48    0    0 

861    7    6 

80 

Stirling       - 
Sutherland  - 

168 

6  142 

80 

11,277  14    8 

6,022  16    2 

826    7    9 

6,349    3  11 

81 

«•• 

•*. 

•  •• 

••• 

•  •• 

... 

82 

Wigtown     - 
ZeiJand 

Total 

61 

0      0 

6 

600    0    0 

728    0    0 

46    0    0 

773    0    0 

83 

••• 

*■• 

..• 

•*• 

••• 

••* 

6,678 

2    11 

1,060 

216,16118    1 

188,011   4  11 

7,067  9    7 

145,06814    6 

1 

Abtiraet$. — 7\irTq>iie  Boadt, 
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(B). 


SooUand,  and  the  Number  of  Toll  Bars  in  each,  with  the  Average  Annual  Bevvnue  and 
the  nature  and  amount  of  the  Debt  stated  as  affecting  them  at  Whitsunday  1858. 


Debt. 

Average 

(3ost 
per  Kile. 

Fund  on 

hand  at 

Whitennday 

1858. 

i 

With 
PeEsonal 

On  Security 
of  Tolb 

AocumiiUted 
Interest 

Total  Debt 
at  Wbitsvndvy 

Becurity. 

only. 

1858. 

X    8.   d. 

/          B. 

d. 

«          8. 

d. 

£      8,    d. 

£      8.    d. 

£      8.    d* 

U    7    6 

17,400    0 

0 

121,096    2 

0 

239)805  16  10 

878,301  18  10 

5,948    6    8 

1 

2 
3 

is'io    8) 
22    7    21 

••• 

.   79,218    6 

4 

55,526'  7    6 

134,744  12    9 

6,094*14    2 

2,450    0 

0 

42,449  14 

7 

169,660  17    6 

214,560  12    1 

1,161    0  10 

4 

20    6  U 

5,350    0 

0 

54,743    8 

8 

12,127    2  11 

72,220  11    2 

13,214  18    2 

5 
6 

7 

>>■ 
••• 

•  •• 

3,506'   0 

0 

••• 
<•• 

8,506'   0    0 

... 
••• 

81  19    8 

8,406  10 

0 

27,881    4 

0 

•  •• 

85,787  14    0 

••* 

8 

81    3    8 

1,838    0 

0 

50,542  14 

3 

4,081  17    4 

56,457  11    7 

... 

9 

13    2  10 

871    1 

0 

20,555  18 

5 

6,609    8    8 

28,086    8    1 

2,877  16    6 

10 

8i    1    5 

••■ 

9,659    4 

7 

•  •• 

9,659    4    7 

«•■ 

11 

24  18  11 

5,150    0 

0 

28,760    5 

1 

21,757  10    8 

50,667  16    4 

89  17    9 

12 

2e    8    0 

10,552  15 

2 

32,483  19 

9 

>•• 

43,086  14  11 

8,123  10    8 

13 

27  18    0 

3,884  15 

8 

77,410  18 

2 

11,477    6    1 

92,722  14    9 

2,493  19    1 

14 

22  17    6 

9,403  13 

6 

4,263    7 

1 

•  •• 

18,667    0    7 

•«. 

15 

•  M 

2,214    B 

7 

«•• 

•  ■• 

2,214    8    7 

... 

16 

9    9  11 

••• 

81,139    1 

8 

13,125    5    6 

44,264    6    9 

8,646  16    2 

17 

14  16  10 

3,899  10 

6 

15,982  17 

8 

•t. 

19,382    8    2 

280    5    0 

18 

10  15  101 
70  18    9} 

m 

•  •• 

5,651  19 

1 

••• 

5,651  19    1 

8,838    9    5 

19 

18,251    0 

0 

284,137    5  11 

107,353    2  11 

409,741    8  10 

83,715  14    8 

20 

40  19    5 

5,600    0 

0 

30,959    4 

8 

7,055    1    6 

43,614    5    9 

2,292    9    2 

21 

10  14    2 

369    0 

6 

586    0 

0 

M» 

906    0    6 

•*• 

22 
28 
24 

lo' 11  lU 
20  1811J 

••• 

••• 

17,844  10 

1 

2,096*15  10 

19,941*   5  11 

76*  6    8 

61,339  13 

9 

228,084    5 

6 

78,806    5  10 

862,680    5    1 

4,922  19  11 

25 

63  17    3 

31,224    2 

8 

91,771  U 

1 

41,873    1    7 

164,868  16    4 

747  16  10 

26 
27 
28 

19"*«  11} 

9,92519  10 

82,417    8 

8 

49,195'l8  11 

91,539'   2    0 

l,014"ll    8 

12    4  11 

»«■ 

1,090  10 

5 

*•• 

1,090  10    5 

169    8    7 

29 

38  15    5} 

25,567    9 

9 

58,655    0 

9 

29,481  15    4 

113,704    5  10 

982  14  11 

80 
81 
82 

15"'3    1} 

••a 

802' 15 

5 

... 
••• 

80216    5 

••• 

•  •• 

«■• 

«•• 

••* 

... 

88 

223,142  16 

9 

1,345,537    6 

2 

844,583    4    6 

2,418,218    6    4 

90,641  14    0 

APPENDIX  (C). 


ABSTBACTS  of  EETUBNS  relative  to  Statute  Laboor,  or 
Assessment  Boads^  in  the  several  Counties  of  Scotland, 
shewing  the  Income  and  Ezpenditurei  on  an  average  of 
Three  Years,  viz.,  1855-56,  1856-57,  and  1857-58,  to- 
gether with  the  Debt  affecting  said  Boads. 

NOTE. 

These  Abstracts  have  in  general  been  prepared  from  Betnms  famished 
by  the  Clerks  to  the  different  Districts  or  Parishes,  to  whom  Schedules 
were  lamed  for  that  purpoee.  In  some  cases,  however,  where  this  was 
considered  unnecessary,  the  information  has  been  deriyed  from  Returns 
abeadj  existing,  or  from  the  Evidence  adduced  by  the  Gommissionen. 

• 

Considerable  difficcdty  has  been  found  in  ascertaining  the  length  of 
Boads  in  some  Districts,  no  accurate  measurement  haying  ever  been  made. 
The  Mileage  inserted  in  the  following  Abstracts  is  frequently,  therefore, 
only  an  Estimate ;  but  it  is  belieyed  to  be  not  far  from  the  truth. 
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Appendix  (D). 


APPENDIX 


GENERAL  ABSTRACT  of  ReturnB  relatiye  to  Statute  Labour  or  AnaBment 
Go6t  per  Mile  in  each  County,  on  an  average  of  the  Thxee  Tears,  1855-^6, 

Whitsunday 


9 
10 
11 
12 
18 
U 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 

n 
n 

24 

35 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 


Name  of  County. 


Aberdeen, 
Argyll,  . 
Ayr, 

Banff,     . 
Berwick, 
Bute, 


CaithnesB, 

I 


Clackmannan, 
Dumbarton, 
DumfricB, 
Edinburgh, 

^  : 

Forfar,    . 

Haddington, 

InvemefiB, 

Kincardine, 

Kinroas,  . 

Kirkcudbright^ 

Lanark,  . 

Linlithgoi 

Nairn,     . 

Orkney,  . 

Peebles,  . 

Perth,     . 

Renirew, 

Ross  and  Cromarty, 

Roxburgh, 

Selkirk,  . 

Stirling, . 

Sutheiund, 

Wi 

Zei 


igtown, 
ituuad,  . 


LenjTth 
Roads. 


m.   fr.  yds. 

1,836  4  216 

1,109  2      0 

640  0      0 

616  0      0 

467  0      0 

122  0      0 


38  0   0 
145  6  69 


799  6 
171  4 
360  0 
329  6 
786  4 
296  0 
614  1 
397  0 
49  2 
611  0 
916  0 
168  6 
127  0 


106 
1,164 
300 
666 
640 
133 
343 
414  0 
379  5 
118  0 


6 
4 
4 
6 
3 
2 
6 


0 

0 

0 

83 

176 

0 

23 

0 

136 
0 
0 

118 
0 

0 

116 

144 

61 

44 

0 

0 

0 

168 

0 


14,446  2  24 


Amoxmt 

of 

AflBessment. 


£   8.  d. 

6,826  3  10 

8,241  6  4 

4,343  9  11 

1,736  14  3 

2,363  17  8 

830  0  0 


602 
1,139 
3,639 
1,489 
1,966 
5,661 
6,829 
2,194 
8,096 
1,610 
406 
1,669 
9,581 
1,176 
474 
494 
411 
7,369 
3,044 
3,212 
5,111 
1,169 
8,104 
2,348 
1,276 
*466 


18  4 

1  7 

16  6 

18  6 

19  0 

17  8 

2  1 
11  1 
10  10 

1  2 


12 

11 

1 

19 


7 
7 
6 
2 


0  11 

11  11 

8    6 


5 
3 
7 
9 
1 
6 


2 
9 
6 
6 
8 
8 


Expense  of 

Maintenance, 

including 

Surveyors' 

Salary. 


6  11 

1    1 

19    9 


£  s.   d. 

6,866  7  10 

6,076  0    8 

4,082  9  11 

1,678  9    7 

2,177  8    9i 

830  0    0 


91,763  13    8 


477 

934 

8,171 

1,261 

1,794 

3,663 

6,139 

2,080 

2,611 

1,636 

496 

1,463 

8,226 

1,138 

285 

469 

466 

6,609 

2,863 

2,159 

4,162 

1,111 

2,881 

2,246 

1,180 

444 


18  4 
1  10 
6    9 


4 
16 
10 

1 


1 
7 
1 
0 


0  0 

0  6 

9  8 

18  9 

3  6 

10  1 

19  4 
18  6 

11  11 
18  2 

4  1 


18 

4 

19 

1 


4 
8 
2 
8 


14  0 
5  11 
1  1 
9    9 


79,063  18 


Salaries 

and 

Collectors' 

Poundage. 


£  s.  d. 

261  14  6 

576  10  6 

261  0  0 

63  19  4 

190  1  Of 


26 

89 

436 

228 

122 

251 

648 

114 

888 

120 

88 

122 

1,032 

60 

70 

26 

20 

497 

366 

229 

810 

68 

190 

102 

96 

22 


0  0 

18  3 

7  5 
14  6 

3  11 

8  2 

8  4 
11  1 

6  1 

0  0 

9  6 
17  3 
11  6 
16  8 

16  1 
0  0 

11  6 

17  7 
9  8 

17  8 

14  2 
0  0 

15  11 
0  0 
0  0 

10  0 


1 


6,847  8  6| 
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(D.) 


Roads  in  the  several  Counties  of  Sootland,  ehowing  the  Income,  Expenditure,  and 

1856-57,  1857-58,  together  with  the  Debt  affecting  said  Roads,  as  afc 

1658. 


MMto 


Extra* 
ordinary 
Expenaoo. 


Total 
Expenses. 


Average 
Cost  of 
Roads 

per  Mile. 


Debt 

at 

Whitsondaj 

1858. 


RSHARKS. 


!§ 


£      8.   d. 
131    4    9 


9    3    4 

55    6    9i 


£      s.  d. 

5,748    7  1 

6,652  10  9 

4,843    9  11 

1,751  12  8 

2,422  10  7| 

830    0  0 


£  fl. 
3  2 
6  0 
6  15 
8  7 
5    6 


d. 
7 
0 
9 
11 
0 


£      s. 
7,112    0 


4,275  12 
460    0 


d. 
1 


1 
10 


86  17     0 

*  • . 

9  12  11 
19  16  9 
62*  "l  10 


10  10    6 


838  10  1 

l,54l"i9  0 

699    2  7 

88"*4  8 


502 
1,060 
3,607 
1,489 
1,926 
3,604 
5,702 
2,194 
3,011 
1,766 
585 
1,586 
9,258 
1,200 
866 
494 
486 
7,440 
3,220 
3,931 
5,172 
1,169 
8,160 
2,848 
1,276 
466 


18 
17 
14 
18 
13 


4 
1 
2 
6 
5 


13    8 
5    1 


11 
8 
9 
8 


1 
5 
8 
8 


0  8 

1  6 
6    6 

13  6 
11  11 

9  8 
11    9 

8    0 

1  4 
15  11 

1    8 

14  2 
5  11 
1    1 

19    9 


••• 


*  Bstimftted  Expense  of 
Boacls,£830.  Boads  pre- 
sently maintained  by 
Statute  Labour  Service. 

8«*  TanpIlM  AUtneii^^hs  Fand« 
MliMibto  CfttlM  two  bImmi  of  Roads 
Bol  ImIbs  Mpantod.  A  mim  ot 
I«J,OM  la  niNd  In  tlM  Oountj  hj 
Ainamtot.  bat  is  to  a  gfwt  extent 
•l|»Ued  In  tM  «Ktlnoik»  of  I>ebt 


30    0    0 


1,597    8 

460    0 

24    3 

652    0 

8,742  11 


1 
0 

4 
0 
1 


128    1    8 


4  11 
6  7 
10  14 
6  19 
9  11 

8  15 

9  8 
6  IS 
8  7 
8  19 


3 

4 
0 
5 
6 
11 
6 
2 


8,501  0 
102  1 
620    0 


729  13 
4,844  14 
4,978  13 

701    6 

2,021  "3 
8,191  18 


11 

10 

0 


0 

0 
1 


2,997    7    9^88,908  4    9| 


49,172  8    6i 


*  Amount  which  would  be 
Mquired  for  existing  Bds 


lOl 
11 

13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
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APPENDIX 


SIfATE  sheiring  the  Extent  and  Anniial  Oost  for  Maintemmoe  aokd 
County  of  Scotland,  with  details  of  ike  Average  Annnal  Gofit 

Bridge  Mone^,  inda<£ng  the  Special 


Total 
Mileage. 

Turnpikes 

No. 

Name  of  County. 

and 
Bridges. 

£      s.   d. 

1 

Aberdeen, 

2,288f 

6,267    17 

2 

Argyll,      . 

1,320 

•.. 

8 

Ayr, 

l,854i 

11,097    8    2     . 

4 

Banff, 

662} 
618| 

8,283  16    3 

5 

Berwick,   . 

3,285  18    6 

6 

Bute,        

189 

•  •  • 

7 

Caithness, 

281 

964  15  10 

8 

Clackmannan,   . 

75J 

1,199    6  10 

9 

Dumbarton, 

279i 

4,160    6    6 

10 

Dumfries,  . 

l,170i 

4,869    6  11 

11 

Edinburgh, 

600 

14,616    9    8 

12 

^   :    : 

488} 

2,192    3    3 

18 

786} 

10,781  18    4 

14 

Forfar, 

977} 

5,868  14    7 

15 

Haddington, 

486 

8^226    4    2 

16 

Inyemim, 

1,167 

204  16    5 

17 

Kincardine, 

500} 

980    7    8 

18 

Kinroas,    . 

111} 

923  17    4 

19 

Kirkcudbright, . 

760} 

2,693    0    0 

20 

Lanark,     .... 

1,882} 

29,424    8  10 

21 

Linlithgow, 

285 

8,118  17    6 

22 

Nairn, 

169 

232  17    3 

28 

Orkney,    . 

••• 

••■ 

24 

Peebles,    . 

280 

1,298    4    0 

26 

Pwfch, 

1,666} 
600} 

10,515    6  11 

26 

Benfrew,  . 

12,787  16  10 

27 

Ross  and  Cromarty,  . 

776 

■  «  • 

28 

Roxburgh, 

757} 

4,203    6    9 

29 

Selkirk,     . 

188 

361    7    6 

80 
81 

Stirling,    . 
Sutherland, 

607} 
610} 

6,849    3  11 

82 

Wigtown, 
ZeUand     . 

480 

773    0    0 

88 

118 

... 

21,818 

146,068  14    6 
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(R) 


■ 

Mamnemeiit  of  Pablio  Roads  and  Bridges  of  allldiidB  within  eadh 

d  each  CUsb  of  Roads,  and  the  Amount  laiaed  sqiarately  aa 

AnwMBinciui  for  XnTerneaa  Bridge. 

1 

Statute  Labour 
or 

Military 
and  . 
Parliamentary, 

Bridge  Money 
and 

Total  Average 
Annual  Coat 

• 

1 

Aflsessment 
Roads. 

InyemeflB 
Bridge. 

of  Roads  and 
Bridges. 

J§ 

£       B.   d. 

£      B.    d. 

£         8. 

d. 

£       s.     d. 

5,748    7    1 

194    2    0 

81    0 

0 

12,290  10    8 

1 

' 

6,652  10    9 

1,684  16    6 

•  a  • 

8,887    7    8 

2 

4^8    9  11 

•  •  • 

1,400    0 

0 

16,840  13    1 

3 

1,751  12    3 

35    9    5 

•%• 

5,020  17  11 

4 

2,422  10    7i 

••  • 

.  148    0 

0 

5,856    9    U 

5 

830    0    0 

151  17    2 

•  •• 

^%.  ^ 

981  17    2 

6 

»•• 

1,087    4    0 

(110    0 
1  55  12 

2,167  12    4 

7 

502  18    4 

••  • 

aa  . 

• 

1,702    5    2 

8 

1,060  17    1 

..  • 

13    7 

9 

5,284  10    4 

9 

8,607  14    2 

••• 

594    0 

0 

9,071    1    1 

10 

1,489  18    6 

*•• 

•  ■  • 

16,106    8    2 

11 

1,926  18    5 

884    2    7 

236  13 

0 

4,502  19    8 

12 

3,804  13    8 

••  • 

260    0 

0 

14,796  11    7 

13 

5,709    5    1 

•*  • 

860    0 

0 

11,920  19    8 

14 

2,194  11    1 

•*  • 

50    0 

0 

5,469  15    3 

15 

8,011    8    5 

5,270  18    5 

515  12 

7 

9,002  10  10 

16 

1,766    9    8 

•  •a 

654  17 

8 

3,391  14    2 

17 

535    8    8 

•  •• 

•  •  • 

1,459    5    7 

18 

1,586    0    8 

•  •  • 

286  18 

0 

4,515  13    8 

19 

9,258    1    6 

a.  . 

•  m  » 

88,682  10    4 

20 

1,200    6    6 

.  .  • 

•  •» 

4,819    8    0 

21 

856  18    6 

'    151  12    5 

•  •m 

741    8    2 

22 

494  11  11 

••» 

•  .  a 

494  11  11 

23 

486    9    8 

•• . 

.  •  . 

1,784  13    8 

24 

7,440  11    9 

••• 

424    5 

8 

18,380    8  11 

25 

8,220    8    0 

• 
*  • . 

•• » 

16,007  19  10 

26 

8,931     1    4 

2,415  16    9 

211  17 

8 

6,558  15    4 

27 

5,172  15  11 

•••' 

•., 

9,376    1    8 

28 

1,169    1    8 

••  • 

•  • « 

1,580    9    2 

29 

> 

8,160  14    2 

•.  • 

77  10 

2 

9,587    8    8 

80 

2,848    5  11 

981    6    5 

107    7 

8 

8,487    0    0 

81 

1,276    1     1 

.  •* 

189    0 

0 

2,187    1    0 

32 

466  19    9 

•  •  • 

a  •  a 

466  19    9 

33 

^  '41^^^^^^^^^^ 

88,908    4    9} 

12,307    0    8 

5,939    8 

5 

252,223    8    4^ 
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Appendiis  (F). 


APPENDIX 


STATE,  Bhewing  the  Amount  of  Road  Debts  in  the  BeTeral  Counties  of 
affecting  TumpikeB  or  Statute  Labour  Roads,  and  whether  secured  by  personal 

and  the  Funds  at 


No. 

1 

Najie  of  Couhtt. 

Turnpike 

1 

With  Personal 

Secured  on    | 

Accumulated 

Security. 

Tolls. 

Literest. 

£         S.    D. 

£         8. 

D. 

£       S.     D. 

1 

Aberdeen, 

17,400    0    0 

121,096    2 

0 

239,805  16  10 

2 

Argyll,     . 

•.. 

.*• 

. 

... 

8 

Ayr, 

... 

79,218    5 

4 

55,626    7    5 

4 

Banff,      . 

2,450    0    0 

42,449  14 

7 

169,660  17    6 

5 

Berwick,  . 

6,350    0    0 

54,748    8 

8 

12,127    2  11 

6 

Bute, 

... 

•  •  w 

••. 

7 

CaithneBs, 

*•• 

8,500    0 

0 

••• 

8 

Clackmannan,  , 

8,406  10    0 

27,831    4 

0 

••• 

9 

Dumbarton, 

1,883    0    0 

50,542  14 

8 

4,081  17    4 

10 

Dumfries, 

871    1    0 

20,555  18 

5 

6,609    8    8 

11 

Edinbur^ 

*• . 

9,659    4 

7 

•*• 

12 

Sf  :    ;    : 

5,150    0    0 

23,760    5 

1 

21,757  10    3 

18 

10,552  15    2 

82,488  19 

9 

... 

14 

Forfar,     . 

3,834  15    6 

77,410  13 

2 

11,477    ff   1 

16 

Haddington,     . 

9,403  13    6 

4,263    7 

1 

••• 

16 

InveniiQSs, 

2,214    3    7 

•*• 

a  •  . 

17 

Kincardine, 

..  • 

81,139    1 

8 

18,125    5    6 

18 

Einrofls,   . 

3,399  10    6 

15,982  17 

8 

•■• 

19 

Kirkcudbright, 

... 

5,651  19 

1 

..» 

20 

Lanark,    • 

18,251    0    0 

284,187    5  11 

107,853    2  11 

21 

Linlithgow, 

5,600    0    0 

80,959    4 

8 

7,055    1    6 

22 

Nairn, 

369    0    6 

586    0 

0 

•»• 

23 

Orkney,   . 

••• 

••• 

... 

24 

Peebles,    . 

•*. 

'17,844  10 

1 

2,096  15  10 

25 

Perth,      ... 

61,839  13    9 

228,084    5 

6 

78,806    5  10 

26 

Renfrew, . 

81^24    2    8 

91,771  11 

1 

41,878    1    7 

27 

Ross  and  Crconarty, 

■ 
•  •• 

... 

«•• 

28 

Roxburgh, 

9,925  19  10 

82,417    8 

8 

49,195  18  11 

29 

Selkirk,    . 

••* 

1,090  10 

5 

••• 

30 
81 

Stirling,  . 
SutherUnd, 

25^67    9    9 

• 

••• 

58,655    0 

9 

29,481  15    4 

... 

32 

Wigtown, 

«•• 

802  15 

5 

•*• 

33 

Zetland,  ... 

«•• 

... 

... 

228,142  15    9 

1,845,587  6 

2 

844,583    4    5 

^  ^ 

State — Amount  of  Bead  Debts. 

> 

( 

(F). 

inday  1858,  with  details  as  to  the  nature  of  the  Debt,  wh 

-                                                   • 

Scotland,  as  at  Whitst 

other 

obligation  or  resting  on  the  security  of  the  Tolls  only, — the  amount  of  Unpaid  Interest, 

credit  of  the  Thista 

Debt; 

1 

. 

Statute  Tiabour 
Debt. 

Fund  at  Credit  of 
Turnpike  Trusts. 

Balance  of  Debt. 

No, 

Total  Turnpike 

Debt. 

£        s.  p. 

£      s.    D. 

£           S.    D. 

£*        S.     D. 

378,a01  18  10 

7,112    0    1 

5,948    6    8 

379,465  12    3 

1 

2 

134,744  12    9 

••  • 
••• 

6,094*14    2 

128,649*18    7 

si 

3 

214,560  12    1 

4,275  12    1 

1,161    0  10 

217,675    3    4 

4 

72,220  11    2 

460    0  10 

13,214  18    2 

59,465  13  10 

5 

8,600    0    a 

••• 

••• 

8,500*  0    0 

7 

85,787  14    0 

••• 

•  • . 

85,787  14    0 

8 

56,457  11    7 

30    0    0 

•  •  • 

56,487  11    7 

9 

28,036    3    1 

••• 

2,377  16    6 

26,658    6    7 

10 

9,659    4    7 

••• 

••• 

9,659    4    7 

11 

50,667  15    4 

1,597    8    1 

89  17    9 

52,225    5    8 

12 

48,036  14  11 

460    0    0 

8,123  10    8 

85,378    4    8 

.13 

92,722  14    9 

24    3    4 

2,493  19    1 

90,252  19    0 

14 

13,667    0    7 

652    0    0 

••• 

14,319    0    7 

15 

2,214    3    7 

8,742  11    1 

••• 

10,956  14    8 

16 

44,264    6    9 

••♦ 

3,646  15    2 

40,617  11    7 

17 

19,382    8    2 

128    1    8 

280    5    0 

19,286    4  10 

18 

5,651  19    1 

••  • 

8,338    9    5 

2,313    9    8 

19 

409,741     8  10 

8,501    0  11 

38,715  14    8 

384,526  15    1 

20 

43,614    5    9 

102    1  10 

9,292    9    2 

41,423  18    6 

21 

9Q5    0    6 

620    0    0 

•  •• 

1,525    0    6 

22 
23 
24 

19,941    5  11 

•  •• 
•>• 

76*  6    8 

19,864*19    8 

862,680    5    1 

729  13    0 

4,922  19  11 

358,486  18    2 

25 

164,868  15    4 

'      4,844  14    4} 

747  15  10 

168,965  13  lOf 

26 

•  •a 

4,978  13    2 

••• 

4,978  13    2 

27 

91,539    2    0 

701    6    1 

1,014  11    3 

91,225  16  10 

28 

1,090  10    5 

•  •  • 

169    8    7 

921    1  10 

29 

113,704    5  10 

2,021    8    5 

982  14  11 

114,742  14    4 

30 
31 
32 
33 

302  15    5 

••• 

3,191*18    7 

•  •  • 

••• 
••  • 

••■ 

8,494  14    0 

•  •  * 

2,413,213    6    4 

49,172    8    6f 

90,641  14    0 

2,371,744    0  lOJ 
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Vahtation  and  A  nmiat  Expense  of  BoaeU,  etc.  65 

. —  APPBNBIX    (H). 

^ATE  shewing  the  Tahation  of  eftch  Comdy  of  ScoUuid,  and  tha  Annnal  G^wbw 
lu  each  County,  of  Roada  and  Bridgw  <a  tH  kinds  (Tivnpike,  Statute  Latwur, 
MEIitarr,  and  Pariiameutarj),  and  the  rate  per  £  on  TahitilioB  Roll  of  such 


NlitE  OF  COuinT. 


L 


^ 

ward  Part  of 
CountieB,  iucluding 
ya. 

Roads  and  Bridget 

8.    D 

£          S.     D. 

2    6 

12,290  10    8 

5 

U    5 

8,337    7    3 

8 

0  10 

16,840  18    1 

16    6 

6,020  17  11 

l\ 

13    2 

5,866    9    lA 

4    0 

981  17    2 

7 

le  0 

2,167  13    4 

7 

19    0 

1,702    6    2 

6 

0    6 

5,234  10    4 

5 

11     1 

9,071     1    1 

16  10 

16,106    8    2 

9 

0    6 

4,502  19    3 

9 

11    0 

14,796  11    7 

H 

le  4 

11,920  19    8 

7 

i    0 

6,469  16    3 

.3 

2    2 

9,002  10  10 

19    5 

8,391  14    2 

n 

18    i 

1,469    6    7 

9    2 

4,615  13    8 

6 

9    i 

38,682  10    4 

?i 

5    6 

4,319    3    0 

0    6 

741    3    2 

7* 

7    0 

494  11  11 

3 

3    6 

1,784  13    8 

a 

2    6 

18,380    8  11 

16    8 

16,007  19  10 

n 

12    4 

6,658  IS    4 

9 

17    5 

9,376    1    8 

7- 

1    2 

1,630    g    2 

7 

6    0 

9.587    8    8 

7 

2    0 

3,437    0    0 

1/4 

6  10 

2,187    1     1 

a 

11    6 

466  19    9 

Vtnm The  tbo<it 


if  «ipenditar 


all  the  Boadn  and  BriduM  within 

taU  L&bour  Annamcnt  or  Tiim- 

ths  pBrl'^iiiieDtar;  barghi,  the 


Ske  Toll*.  - 
uad*  wer«  to  be  mtuntained  bj  >n  uMumcnt  payable  an^  by . 

iboH  eanipDtcd  ratn  for  the  roantlei  woald  of  oonraa  be  >'  oilnlibed ;  but  do  oomplete  luiie- 
■lent  of  the  eipeoM  of  maintaining  these  Roads  could  bo  nl  laloed,  except  >i  mpecled  Tam- 
rlhti ;  and  effect  has  been  ninn  U>  the  etainges  which  wonid  retolt  trom  SDEh  in  ■n«nft«iD«Dt 
mtarAiiB  Tntnplks*  ia  biiTKhi,  In  •  Hparate  stateaient  reipMtiiig  the  ooonties  In  nhlob  thef 
an  MTsnUi  aUuted.    (See  Appeadls  J.) 
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Appendix  (J) 


7\tmpiJte$  tnthin  Burghs,  etc. 


1        1  I     i 


> 

• 

AfpindiA  (K). 

rately 

(APPEI 
the  Annual  Cost  (IM)  of  the  Statute  1 

NDTX 

STATE  shewing  Mpai 

Labour 

Bridges ;  and  (3^), 

the  AliHtary  and  Parliamentary  Roads  and  Bridges,         j 

would  be  necessary  to  ttieet  the  expense  of 

_^ 

Valuation  of 

Expense  of  Mainie- 
nanoe  of  Statulo 

BdBg 

per£  of 
Valna- 

^ 

No. 

Names  of  Counties. 

Landward  part  of 

Labour  or  AsBeaa- 

Counties,  including 

ment  Boads,  and 

Bailways. 

Bridge  Monej. 

£         s.    d. 

£         8.     d. 

1 

Aberdeen  ... 

... 

... 

595,857    2     6 

5,829     7     1 

H 

2 

Argyll 

... 

•.• 

280,539  14     5 

6,652  10    9 

H 

3 

Ayr 

•  •  • 

.•• 

762,890    0  10 

5,743     9  11         2 

4 

Banfif        ••• 

*•. 

... 

160,834  16     6 

1,751  12     3 

H 

5 

Berwick    ... 

••• 

... 

315,733  13     2 

2,570  10     74 

2 

6 

Bute 

•  • . 

« . . 

34,828     4     0 

830    0     0 

6 

7 

Caithness  ... 

... 

« .  • 

81,794  18    0 

165  12     6 

Oi 

8 

Clackmannan 

... 

«•• 

71,268  19     0 

502  18    4 

2 

9 

Dumbarton 

... 

... 

148,077     0     6 

1,074     4  10 

2 

10 

Dumfries  ... 

••• 

••• 

419.421  11     1 

4,201  14     2 

H 

11 

Edinburgh 

... 

•* . 

415,629  15  10 

1,489  18     6 

1 

12 

Elgin 

••• 

... 

123,012     0     6 

1,926  13     5 

4 

13 

Fife 

... 

•*. 

570,687  11     0 

4,064  18     8 

2 

14 

Forfar 

■•* 

•«• 

428,755  16     4 

6,562     5     1 

4 

15 

Haddington 

... 

••• 

254,220     4     0 

2,244  11     1 

2i 

16 

Inverness  ... 

... 

... 

206,618     3     2 

3,527    1     0 

4 

17 

Kincardine 

... 

••• 

183,595  19     5 

2,411     6     6 

3 

18 

Kinross     ..« 

... 

■•• 

48,811  18    4 

535     6    3 

3 

19 

Kirkcudbright 

• 
••• 

••• 

239,345     9     2 

1,822  IS     8        2 

20 

Lanark 

••  • 

••• 

1,014,750     9     4 

9,258     16        2i 

21 

Linlithgow 

... 

••• 

163,569     5     6 

1,200    5     6 

2 

22 

Nairn 

... 

.r« 

25,321     0     6 

356  13     6 

H 

23 

Orkney     ... 

... 

•  •• 

41,035     7     0 

494  11  11 

3 

24 

Peebles     ... 

... 

•  •• 

79,842     3     6 

486     9     8 

H 

25 

Perth 

••  • 

•  •• 

733,037     2     6 

7,864  17     0 

2I 

26 

Renfrew    ..• 

... 

... 

355,663  16     H 

3,220     3     0 

2 

27 

Ross  and  Cromarty 

... 

183,189  12     4 

4,142  18     7 

H 

28 

Roxburgh ... 

»•• 

323,240  17     5 

5,172  15  11 

4 

29 

Selkirk 

•  •• 

54,749     1     2 

1,169     1     8 

6 

80 

Stirling     *.. 

»•• 

332,826    5     C 

3,238    4    4 

24 

31 

Sutherland 

... 

52,271     2     e 

2,455  13     7 

llX 

32 

Wigtown  ... 

•  •• 

162,002     6  IC 

1,414     1     1 

2| 

88 

Zetland     ... 

••. 

.•• 

20,514  11     6 

466  19     9 

H 

f 

8,883,935  18     C 

94,847     8    2 

Annual  Coat  of  Statute  Ijdbottr  Roadty  etc. 
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n 


BiMib  and  Bridges  widiin  each  County;  (2c/),  the  Turnpike  Boada  and 
together  with  the  rate  per  £  on  the  County  Valuation  EoUs,  which 
each  of  theae  three  classes  of  Boads  and  Bridges. 


EqnDM  of  Mainte- 
naaoeof 
TwttpikeBoadfl 
~  Bridges. 


£  8.      d. 

6,267     1     7 


11,097  9 
3,233  16 
3,285  18 


5 

6 
9 
3 


964  15 

1,199  6 

4,160 

4,869 

14,616 

2,192 

10,731  18 

5,358  14 

3,225  4 

204  16 

980  7 

923  17 

2,693  0 

29,424  8 

3,118  17 

232  17 


••• 


1,298  4 
I  10,515  6 
!  12,787  16 


••• 


4,203    6 

861     7 

6,349    3 


3 
6 

10 

10 
6 

11 
8 
3 
4 
7 
2 
5 
8 
4 
0 

10 
6 
3 

0 
11 
10 

9 

6 

11 


773    0    0 


••• 


145,068  14    6 


Being 
perjg 

of 

Vaaua- 

tion. 


•  •  • 

5 

•  •  • 

3 

4 

3 

Si 
4 

3 
8 

?} 

3 
7 

2 

••  • 

4 

4 

9 

•  •• 

3 

2 

••• 


Expense  of  Mainte- 
nance, etc.,  of 
Military  and 
Parliamentary 
Beads. 


£      s.    d. 

194    2    0 

1,684  16    6 


•t» 


85    9    5 


•t« 


151  17     2 
1,037     4    0 


••• 
••• 


684     2     7 


•  •4 


•  «• 


5,270  13    6 


••• 

••• 


151  12     5 


2,415  16     9 


••• 


981     6     5 


••• 
••• 


12,807    0    8 


Being 
per  £ 

of 
Valu-I 
atlon. 


3i 


•  •• 

•  «• 

•  •• 

6 

••  • 
••■ 
••• 
••• 
•  •• 


Si 


H 


«•  ■ 


Boniifkii- 


iVbfe.— This  Stal^HneDt  of 
Expenditure  assumes 
that  all  the  roads  within 
the  limits  of  Parliamen- 
tary Burghs,  now  main- 
tained out  of  Stattite 
Labour  Assessment  ot 
Turnpike  ToUai  are  to 
be  maintained  by  the 
Counties  out  of  the 
above  computed  rates. 
If  all  these  roads  were 
to  be  maintained  by  an 
Assessment  payableoniy 
by  the  Parliamentary 
Burghs,  the  above  com.- 
puted  rates  foj  the 
Counties  would  of 
course  be  diminished, — 
but  no  complete  state- 
ment of  the  expense  of 
maintaining  liiese  roads 
could  be  obtained,  ex- 
cept as  respected  Tuirn- 
pikes, — and  effect  has 
been  given  to  the  changes 
which  would  result  from 
such  an  arrangement 
r^arding  Turnpikes 
in  Burghs  in  a  sepa- 
rate stiAanent  liespeot- 
iAg  the  Coi^ntiet  in 
which  they  are  severally 
situated.  (See  Appen- 
dix J.) 


No. 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
U 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
82 
38 


Appendix  {L). 

APPENDIX 


STATE,  ehflwing  the  Annual  Cost  in  each  CooDt;  of  sU  the  PobUc  Roads  mi 
operation)  in  the  diSarsnt  Counties,  of  an  eqa&l  Bate  on  Honea  of  all 
Also  shewing  the  operation  of  a  difibrential  Bate  on  Agricoltunl  aad 
the  former  class. 


Nunw  of  Connties.  ]  UuDten*ii<w,  etc.,  of  Sotda  [  SiaiM,  mcclnah*  |  ■ 


Annual  Cost  of  Public  Boadsy  etc. 
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W. 


Aridgtft  {Turnpike,  Statate  Ltbonr,  MiKtarj,  and  Faifiamentarj),  with  the 
WtAi,  exolartve  of  thosd  within  the  Parlianieiitarj  Boundaries  of  Burghs. 
Noft*Agricohttral  Horses,  the  latler  being  charged  dooble  the  rates  imposed  on 


Bate  per  Ham 

required  to 
nuMthe  total 


Berenve. 


£    s.  d. 

0  10  5 
19  5 

1  9  0 
015  7 

0  17  8 

1  9  6 

0  12  1 

1  10  8 

2  8  8 
1    S  11 

3  5  0 

0  18  6 

1  5  11 

0  19  8 

1  5  8 

2  10  2 

0  13  0 

1  6  2 
0  13  0 

3  19  5 
2.6  8 
0    8  1 

0  3  10 

1  «  7 

0  17  7 

4  13  9 
14  8 

1  14  Z 

2  6  9 

2  6  2 

3  16  0 
0  6  11 
0    4  6 


Differential  Honse  Bate. 


Assessed 
Horses. 


£ 
0 
2 
2 
1 
1 
2 


17 

8 
7 
7 
9 
5 


0  19 

2  7 

3  11 


1 
4 
1 
2 
1 
2 


17 
16 
12 

3 
14 

1 


3  16 

1  2 

2  4 
1  1 
5  16 

3  12 
0  15 
0     6 


1 
1 
6 
2 
2 
3 


17 

10 
18 

0 
14 

5 


8  10 
4  17 
0  11 
0    8 


Non'-Aseessed 

-   Horses, 
at  JJoi^Batee. 


d. 

6 

2 

2 

8 

4 

4 

4 

4 

6 
10 

0    I 

0 

6 

4 

6 

4 

8 

0 

8 

4 
10 

0 
10 

2 

8 

0 

0 
10 

6 

6 
10 
10 
10 


£   s.  d. 

0    8  9 

14  1 

13  7 

0  13  10 

0  14  8 

12  8 

0  9  8 

13  8 

1  15  9 
0  18  11 

2  8  0 

0  16  0 

1  1  9 

0  17  2 
10  9 

1  18 

0  11 

1  2 

0  10  10 

2  18  2 

1  16 
0  7 
0  3 
0  18 

0  15 
8     9 

1  0 
1  7 
1  12  9 

1  15  3 

2  8  11 
0  5  11 
0    4  5 


2 
4 
0 


5 
6 
5 
7 
4 
0 
0 
5 


Kow 


NoU.^Tii^  above  Stitte^ 
ment  of  Expenditure 
assumes  that  all  the 
roads  and  bridges  within 
the  limits  of  Pariia* 
mentarj  Burghs,  now 
maintained  out  of  statute 
labour  assessment  or 
turnpike  tolls,  are  to  be 
maintained  by  the  Couft'' 
ties  out  of  the  abov^ 
computed  rates,  if  all 
these  roads  were  to  be 
maintained  bj  an  assess- 
ment, payable  only  by 
the  Parliamentary 
Burghs,  the  above  eom*- 
puted  rates  for  the  Ooun«- 
ties  would  of  cosrse  be 
diminished;  but  no  com- 
plete statement  of  the 
expense  of  maintaining 
these  roads  could  be  eb* 
tained,  except  as  re- 
spected Turnpikes;  and 
effect  has  been  gi?en  to 
the  changes  which  wonid 
result  from  such  an  ar- 
rangement regarding 
Turnpikes  in  Burghs, 
in  a  separate  statement^ 
respecting  the  Coanties 
in  which  they  are  seve- 
rally situated.'  See  Ap- 
pendix (J.) 


I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

U 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 


^ 
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Appeiidix  {M). 


(APPENDIX 


STATE,  shewing  die  Annual  Cost  in  each  County  of  all  the  Public  Roads 
with  the  operation  in  each  County  of  the  system  proposed  for  the  County 
(being  the  average  of  the  other  Rates  proposed)  on  all  other  Horses,  with 
amount  of  the  surplus  which  would  arise  in  certain  Countiesi  if  a  tax  on 

{N.B, — The  Horses  include  only 


To  be  raised  by  Assessment  on 

No. 

Karnes  of  OouKkiei. 

Sums  required  for 
Maintenance  of  Beads, 
etc.,  in  each  County. 

Horses. 

At  the  Bate  of  lOs. 
on  each  Agricul- 
tural Horse. 

26s.  8d.  on  aU 
other  Horses. 

£        a* 

d. 

£     s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

1 

Aberdeen 

12,290  10 

8 

9,513  10 

0 

6,134 

13 

4 

2 

Argyll       

8,337     7 

3 

2,215     0 

0 

1,662 

13 

4 

8 

Ayr 

16,840  13 

1 

4,507     0 

0 

3,524 

0 

0 

4 

Bann         •••         ... 

6,020  17 

11 

2,809     0 

0 

1,101 

6 

8 

5 

Berwick 

5,856     9 

1 

2,672     0 

0 

1,744 

0 

0 

6 

Bute 

981  17 

2 

232     0 

0 

269 

6 

8 

7 

Caithness 

2,167  12 

4 

1,349     0 

0 

1,198 

13 

4 

8 

Clackmannan 

1,702     5 

2 

390  10 

0 

440 

0 

0 

9 

Dumbarton 

6,234  10 

4 

686  10 

0 

1,037 

6 

8 

10 

Dumfries 

9,071     1 

1 

3,117     0 

0 

2,268 

13 

4 

11 

Edinburgh 

16,106     8 

2 

1,603     0 

0 

2,340 

0 

0 

12 

Elgin        

4,502  19 

3 

2,073  10 

0 

986 

6 

8 

13 

Fife           

14,796  11 

7 

4,630  10 

0 

2,884 

0 

0 

14 

Forfar       

11,920  19 

8 

6,197     0 

0 

2,380 

13 

4 

15 

Haddington 

5,469  15 

3 

1,631     0 

0 

1,346 

13 

4 

16 

Inverness  ••• 

9,002  10 

10 

1,232     0 

0 

1,501 

6 

8 

17 

Kincardine 

3,391  14 

2 

2,250  10 

0 

1,017 

6 

8 

18 

Kinross     ... 

1,459     6 

7 

451  10 

0 

284 

0 

0 

19 

Kirkcudbright 

4,516  18 

8 

2,770     0 

0 

1,896 

0 

0 

20 

Lanark 

38,682  10 

4 

3,083     0 

0 

4,768 

0 

0 

21 

Linlithgow 

4,319     3 

0 

664     0 

0 

697 

6 

8 

22 

Nairn        

741     3 

2 

840  10 

0 

209 

6 

8 

28 

Orkney     .,« 

494  11 

U 

1,132     0 

0 

442 

13 

4 

24 

Peebles     ••• 

1,784  13 

8 

622     0 

0 

454 

13 

4 

25 

Perth        •••         ••• 

18,380     3 

11 

8,888  10 

0 

4,193 

6 

8 

26 

Renfrew 

16,007  19 

10 

1,123     0 

0 

1,560 

0 

0 

27 

Ross  and  Cromarty 

6,558  15 

4 

2,047     0 

0 

1,629 

6 

8 

28 

Roxburgh 

9,376     1 

8 

2,058     0 

0 

1,828 

0 

0 

29 

Selkirk 

1,530     9 

2 

187  10 

0 

373 

6 

8 

30 

Stii^ling     •«. 

9,587     8 

3 

1,435     0 

0 

1,720 

0 

0 

31 

Sutherland            «.. 

3,437     0 

0 

201     0 

0 

669 

6 

8 

32 

Wigtown  ••• 

2,187     1 

1 

2,676     0 

0 

1,388 

0 

0 

88 

Zetland     ••• 

466  19 

9 

1,031  10 

0 

70  13 

4 

0 

262,223     3 

4 

75,319  10 

0 

53,960 

0 

^   ^ 

AnniMl  Cott  of  I\ibU»  Boadt,  etc. 
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V^ 


imd  Bridges  (Turnpike,  Statate  Labour,  and  Military  and  Parliamentary), 
4rf  Haddington,  via^,  a  B*te  of  lOe.  each  on  Agricoltural  Hones ;  26s.  8d. 
a  Supplementary  Rale,  where  required,  on  Lands  and  Heritages.     Also  the 
Horses  according  to  this  scale  were  extended  to  all  the  Counlies. 
those  kept  wiShoutBoi^ha. 


And  the  Balance  TBMed 
bf  an  Aaseasment 

on 
Yalnation  Boll. 


s.    d. 


i,U9 
8,809 
1,110 
1,440 


13 
13 
11 

9 


480  10 


11 
1 
3 

H 
6 


871  16 

2 

3,510  13 

8 

3,695  7 

9 

12,169  8 

2 

l,444r  2 

7 

7,282  1 

7 

4,393  6 

4 

2,492  1 

11 

6,269  4 

2 

123  17 

6 

723  15 

7 

30,831  10 

4 

2,957  16 

4 

708  0 

4 

5,298  7 

3 

13,324  19 

10 

2,882  8 

8 

5,490  1 

8 

969  12 

6 

6,432  8 

3 

2,566  13 

4 

130,732  10     9 


Pate 

per  £ 

oi  such 


ment 


•  •  • 

It 


Surplus  of  Horse 

Aaseesment 

in 

oertain 

Counties. 


£       s.     d. 
3,357  12     8 


380 


150 


IKeaiaifa. 


m^ 


1     0 


6    4 


308  13     6 
1,080     1     6 


1,876  18  11 
635     3    7 


7,788  17     6 


No. 


Note. — The  ahove  Statement 
of  Expenditure  assnmes 
that  aU  the  Roads  and 
Bridges  within  the  limits 
of  Parliamentary  Burghs, 
now  maintained  out  of 
Statate  LabourAssessment 
or  Turnpike  Tollfl^  are  to 
be  maintained  by  the 
Counties  out  of  the  above 
computed  Rates.  If  all 
■these  Roads  were  to  be 
maintained  by  an  Assess- 
ment payable  only  by  the 
Parliamentary  Borghs,  the 
above  computed  rates  for 
the  Counties  would  of 
course  be  diminished ;  but 
no  complete  statement  of 
the  expense  of  maintain- 
ing these  roads  eonld  be 
obtained,  except  as  re- 
spected Turnpikes,— -and 
effect  has  been  ghren  to 
the  changes  which  would 
result  from  such  an  ar- 
rangement regarding 
Turnpikes  in  Borghs,  in  a 
separate  statement  re- 
specting the  Counties  in 
which  they  are  severally 
situated.  (See  Appendix 
J.) 


1 
2 

3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
28 
24 
23 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
83 
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Appendix  {N). 


APPENDIX 


STATE,  shewing  the  Annual  Goet  in  each  Conntj  of  all  the  Pnblic  Beads 
with  the  operation,  in  the  different  Counties,  of  a  03r8tem  whereby  one- 
Heritages,  and  the  other  half  by  a  Rate  on  Horses, — ^Agricultural  or 
other  class.  (i\ir.B.— The  Horses  inclnde  only  those  kepi; 


Total  Expense  of 
Maintenance  of 

To  be  raised,  one  lialf 

N<K 

Karnes  of  Counties. 

Number  of 

1 

Boads  and  Bridges. 

Assessed 

Bate  per  Hone. 

Horses. 

£        S.     d. 

£    s. 

d. 

1 

Aberdeen  ... 

12,290  10     8 

4,601 

0     8 

9 

2 

Argyll 

8,337     7    3 

1,247 

1     4 

1 

3 

Ayr 

16,840  13     1 

2,643 

1     8 

7 

4 

Banff 

5,020  17  11 

826 

0  13 

10 

5 

Berwick   ... 

5,856     9     1 

1,308 

0  14 

8 

6 

Bute 

981  17    2 

202 

1     2 

8 

7 

Caithness  ..« 

2,167  12    4 

899 

0     9 

8 

8 

Clackmannan 

1,702     5     2 

830 

1     3 

8 

9 

Dumbarton 

5,234  10    4 

778 

1  16 

9 

10 

Dumfries  ... 

9,071     1     1 

1,694 

0  18 

11 

11 

Edinburgh 

16,106     8    2 

1,755 

2     8 

0 

12 

Elgin 

4,502  19     3 

739 

0  16 

0 

13 

Fife 

14,796  11     7 

2,163 

1     1 

9 

U 

Forfar 

11,920  19     8 

1,748 

0  17 

2 

15 

Haddington 

5,469  15    3 

1,010. 

1     0 

9 

16 

Inverness  ••• 

9,002  10  10 

1,126 

1  18 

2 

17 

Kincardine 

3,391  14    2 

763 

0  11 

4 

18 

Kinross     .». 

1,459     5     7 

213 

1     2 

0 

19 

Kirkcudbright 

4,515  13    8 

1,422 

0  10 

10 

20 

Lanai^ 

38,682  10    4 

3,576 

2  18 

2 

21 

Linlithgow 

4,319     3     0 

523 

1  16 

5 

22 

Nairn 

741     3    2 

157 

0     7 

6 

23 

Orkney     ... 

494  11  11 

332 

0     8 

5 

24 

Peebles     ... 

1,784  13     8 

341 

0  18 

7 

25 

Perth 

18,380    3  11 

8,145 

0  15 

4 

26 

Henfrew    ... 

16,007  19  10 

1,170 

3     9 

0 

27 

Ross  and  Cromarl 

6,558  15     4 

1,222 

1     0 

0 

28 

Roxburgh 

9,376     1     8 

1,371 

1     7 

5 

29 

Selkirk     ••• 

1,530     9     2 

280 

1  12 

9 

SO 

Stirling     ... 

9,587     8     3 

1,290 

1  15 

3 

31 

Sutherland 

8,437     0     0 

502 

2     8 

11 

32 

Wigtown  ... 

2,187     I     1 

1,041 

0     5 

11 

33 

Zetland     ... 

466  19     9 

53 

0     4 

5 

252,223    3    4 

40,470 

Annual  Coat  of  HtbUe  Roads,  etc. 


m> 


asd  Bridges 

therein 

(Turnpikes,  Statute  Labour 

Military  and  ParlUmentarr), 

half  tbe  Road  R«TflnDe  should  bo  nised  by  m  Aa»a8Bment  on  Luids  and 

Unanemed 

Hones 

beiniF  charited  only  AdV  the  Bate  paid  by  Horswofany 

b^ond  the  PariuHDMUry  Boundaries  o 

Burgh*). 

b;  AwauQODt 

<m  HoneB,  *nd 

DDS-h>li  OD  Luid, 

etc 

BenutkB. 

No. 

>t  Hftlf  Bates. 

Batspei- 

Hram. 

Amount  ol 
V«liBUon  HoU. 

Btte 

£    S. 

d. 

£         e. 

d. 

19,027 

0     4 

ll| 
4 

595,857     2 

6 

2 

Note.— The  above  State- 

1 

4,430 
9,014 

0  12 
0  11 

280,539  14 
762,890     0 

5 

10 

3 
2 

ment    of     Expenditure 
assumeBthatallthe  roada 

2 

3 

fi,6I8 
5,844 

0     6 
0     7 

160,834  16 
315,733  13 

6 
2 

3 
2 

f 

aud  bridces  within  ^e 
limita  of  Parliamentary 
Burghs,  now  maintained 
out  of    statute    labour 

4 
5 

464 

0  11 

4 

34,828     4 

0 

8 

6 

2,698 

0     4  10 

81,794  18 

0 

3 

aseeffiment  or  turnpike 

7 

781 

0  11 

10 

71,268  19 

0 

3 

tolls,  are  to  be  main- 

8 

1,373 

0  17 

101 

148,077     0 

6 

4 

tained  by  the  Counties 
out  of  the  above  com- 

9 

6,234 

0     9 

4 

419,421  11 

1 

2 

10 

a,806 

1     4 

0 

415,629  15 

10 

4 

puted  rates.  If  all  thcee 
roads  were  to  be  main- 
tained by  an  aceesunent 
payable    only   by    the 

Parliamentary   Burghs,' 

11 

4,147 

0     8 

0 

123,012     0 

6 

4 

12 

9,!«1' 

0  10 

lOi 

570,687  11 

0 

3 

18 

10,854 

0     8 

7 

428,755  16 

4 

3 

■14 

3,262 

0  10 

H 

254,220     4 

0 

2 

15 

2,464 

0  19 

1 

206,618     2 

2 

5 

for  the  Counties  would 

16 

4,501 

0     6 

8 

183,596  19 

5 

2 

17 

903 

0  11 

0 

48,811  18 

4 

3 

18 

5,540 
6,166 

0  6 

1  9 

5 

1 

239,846     9 
1,014,750     9 

2 
4 

2 

4 

ment  of  the  expense  of 
main  tuning  these  roods 
could  be  obtained,  ex- 

19 

20 

1,828 

0  18 

2i 

163,569     5 

6 

3 

cept  as  respectei  Tum- 
pikee  ;    uid   effeot   has 
been  given  to  the  changes 
which  would  result  from 

21 

1,681 

0     3 

9 

25,321     0 

6 

3 

22 

2,264 

0     1 

al 

41,035     7 

0 

1 

23 

1,244 

0     9 

79,842     3 

6 

2| 

24 

17,777 

0     7 

8 

738,037     2 

6 

3 

Buch    an    arrangement, 

25 

2,246 
4,094 

I    14 
0  10 

< 
0 

356,663  16 
188,189  12 

8 
4 

5 
4 

regarding        Turnpikes 
in   Burghs,  in   a  sepa- 

26 
27 

4,116 

0  13 

8 

323,240  17 

5 

3 

ing    the    Conntiee    in 

28 

375 

0  16 

4 

54.749     1 

2 

3 

which  they  are  severaUy 

29 

2,870 

0  17 

7 

332,826     6 

0 

3 

situated.     (See  Appen- 

30 

402 

1     4 

a 

52,271     2 

0 

8 

dix  J). 

81 

5.852 

0    2 

11 

162,002     6 

10 

^? 

82 

2,0G» 

0    3 

4 

20,5  U  11 

6 

2 

83 
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A  RETUBN  of  the  Numu  of  Hobses  in  ecoTLAHD,  in  the  Ten 


Aberdeen, 

AigyU, 

Ayr. 

Banff, 

Benrick, 

Bnte, 

CMthnesB, 

(ClackniAttiiui, .. 
JKiaroea, 

DDmborton 

DomfrieB, 

SdinbuTf^, 

Forfar, 

Haddington,.... 

InTerneao, 

Kmcardine, 

Kirkcudbtight,. 

LaoArlc, .......... 

Linlithgow, 

(Oriney, 

{Shetland, 

Peebles, 

Perth, 

Benfrew, 

(»». 

(Cromartj, 

Boibnivh, 

Selkirk, 

Stirling, 

SathemnJd, 

Wigtown, 

Total, 


■BiinBT  Bdbuii  BoiwnxaiBi. 


HonM  otiargcd  nndv  tti 


for  Rldinif  or 

Drawing 


8,765     681     7,887     402      3,313    2,723    16,728 


Inhuid  Eevenoe,  Edinburgh,  10th  May  II 


Bttum  of  Number  of  Sonte  in  Scotland. 


otdiug  WlutsaiMlaT  II 


i,  with  Bepar&ta  duaification  of  ench  Hbrses. 


BOWH  BomMB 

■& 

H 

Honci  charged  nndtr  tbe  Aiseued  Tu 

1. 

^ 

Aeo. 

g 

ToUl 

Horin 

aiKpd 

Hormiudwid 

^1 

Number 

fur  Bidiiit  or 
Dravii% 

flir  ItMlds  or 

l>r»wing 

1. 

n 

III 

of  Honn 
u/iillDe- 

C-rrtMf". 

Ctrriapi. 

i| 

Ms 

s£n 

-°f| 

■"T" 

Above 

Under 

Abow 

Unto 

11 

Scottand. 

Thir- 
tren 

Thir- 

Thir- 

TliiT- 

r 

11 

II 

Hnndt 

HandB 

H^ud. 

Hsn<l« 

a 

t-|> 

blgh. 

high. 

hlKh. 

high. 

a 

n 

9,066 

717 

644 

12 

19,037 

143 

23,628 

237 

36,743 

mi 

99 

160 

6 

4,430 

88 

6,677 

80 

6.919 

1,382 

179 

878 

84 

9,014 

126 

11,657 

49 

13,309 

fi52 

100 

131 

1 

6,618 

42 

61444 

60 

6,721 

708 

JIO 

40* 

61 

6,344 

40 

6,652 

6 

8,726 

107 

16 

S8 

2 

464 

40 

666 

5 

eii 

666 

188 

100 

6 

2,«9e 

2 

8,697 

90 

8,874 

7i 

18 

198 

10 

781 

SO 

1,111 

2 

1,118 

122 

14 

62 

1 

908 

14 

1,116 

4 

1,120 

368 

*t 

8*6 

11 

1,878 

61 

2,161 

21 

2,237 

1,181 

170 

262 

S6 

6,284 

66 

7,928 

146 

8,878 

78^ 

90 

86» 

60 

8,306 

28 

4,861 

191 

8,491 

474 

61 

178 

1 

4,147 

80 

4,886 

94 

6,283 

U» 

7 

6 

1,68a 

2 

1,838 

4 

2,068 

1,04S 

154 

829 

61 

9,261 

77 

11,424 

15 

12,829 

1,»*4 

148 

287 

6 

10,894 

68 

12,142 

IS 

13,190 

&16 

87 

978 

22 

3,262 

18 

4,273 

2 

4,664 

•7« 

169 

179 

39 

3,4«4 

83 

8,590 

148 

8,948 

693 

71 

124 

8 

4,601 

27 

6,264 

7 

6,297 

963 

134 

247 

89 

6,640 

89 

6,962 

6 

7,208 

1,847 

138 

1,982 

45 

6,166 

64 

9,742 

670 

14,748 

289 

41 

217 

4 

1,328 

32 

1,861 

8       1,949  1 

283 

82 

14 

2,264 

8 

2,696 

6 

2,602 

18 

29 

6 

2,063 

2,116 

2,171 

S36 

87 

68 

"2 

1,244 

"23 

1,686 

"*2 

1,621 

1,8» 

338 

742 

16 

17,777 

^6 

20,922 

182 

21,889 

484 

48 

600 

1» 

3,H« 

M 

8,416 

45 

4,278 

787 

174 

126 

84 

8,884 

27 

6,032 

22 

5,276 

69 

6 

210 

284 

817 

896 

186 

817 

28 

4,116 

66 

6,487 

'■'a 

6,691 

164 

24 

78 

4 

376 

10 

656 

665 

687 

80 

696 

31 

2,870 

6« 

4,160 

"32 

4,672 

»73 

78 

106 

39 

402 

23 

904 

19 

941 

788 

79 

111 

81 

6,862 

4« 

6,399 

31 

6,671 

23,008 

8,666 

11,387 

709 

160,689 

1,701 

191,109 

2,138 

209,970 

A.  FletCheb,  Cemplroller-Geimral, 
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APPENDIX  P. 


Letter  from  John  M'Coknslii,  E^.,  to  Mr  Sm ythe. 

June  11, 1859. 

In  reply  to  the  <]^uerie8  contained  ia  your  letter  of  the  dd  inst.,  I  beg  to 
send  the  following  information. 

Tou  wish  for  my  opinion  as  to  the  number  of  milea  df  nMid  that'  one 
surveyor  is  able,  properly,  to  superintend,  without  the  assistance  of  a  horse^ 
supposing  his  district  to  be  concentrated,  and  that  be  should  not  hare  to 
go  more  than  ten  miles  from  home  ?  also,  what  wouid  be  the  difierence  if 
a  horse  is  allowed  ? 

It  being  understood  that  the  statute  labour  and  turnpike  roads  are  all 
under  the  same  managetteot,  and  that  the  question  merely  refers  to  the 
ordinary  average  of  roada^  exduding,  as  exceptional,  those  in  the  immediate 
vieinity  of  a  large  town. 

Supposing  a  surveyor  to  be  in  chai|^  of  a  district  of  roads  fequisring,  for 
their  maintenance,  an  expenditure  vaiying  from  L^  per  mile  per  annual 
on  statute  labour  roads,  to  L.40  per  mile  per  annum  on  tmrnpike  road% 
he  ought  to  inspect  the  greater  portion  of  his  charge  once  in  every  veek. 
His  charge^  tb^efore,  under  the  fitvomrable  drcurastances  specified  by  yon, 
ought  not  to  extend  over  more  than  60  miles,  if  wk  allowance  for  a  horse 
is  made,  or  100  miles  with  that  allowance. 

Wherever  the  nature  of  the  district  admits  of  it,  superintendeooe  fs 
more  effectually  carried  on  when  the  surveyor  is  enabled  ta  keep  a  hcne ; 
this  arrangement  is  also  more  economical,  as,  in  the  one  case,  about  L.80 
per  annum  would  be  required  for  the  superintendenoe  of  60  miles,  whiles 
m  the  other  case,  about  L.195  per  annum  would  suffice  fin:  the  manage- 
ment of  10(^<niles. 

It  is  necessary  to  remark,  that,  in  makins;  this  statement,  a  system  of 
close  superintendence  is  calculated  on,  care  being  tak^  never  to  extend  a 
surveyor's  duties  beyond  a  reasonable  limit,  as  great  loss  is  sustained  by 
the  neglect  or  unwatched  performance  of  the  daily  operaticms  of  road 
management. 

It  is  also  expected  that  the  surveyor  should  neither  employ  foremen  nor 
contractors,  but  that  he  should  himself  let  in  detail  to  working  men  the 
different  operations  necessary  for  carrying  on  the  repair  of  the  roads,  sudi 
as  quarrying,  carting,  breaking  stones,  etc. 

The  employment  of  contractors  to  deliver,  at  certain  places,  materiala 
for  repairs  in  a  prepared  state,  greatly  diminishes  the'  duties  of  the  snr- 
veyor,  and  enables  him  to  superintend  a  much  greater  extent  of  road ;  but 
this  advantage  is  more  than  counter-balanced  by  the  profit  which  the 
contractor  exacts  on  each  branch  of  work  comprised  in  his  engagement, 
and  an  increased  payment  for  superintendence  is  thus  made,  under  the 
objectionable  form  of  contractor's  profits. 

I  have  confined  my  replies  as  much  as  possible  to  the  points  specified  in 
your  letter.  Should  my  answers  not  prove  sufficiently  eiqilknt,  I  shall  be 
glad  to  give  any  further  information  in  my  power.^* Yours,  etc., 

J.  M^COMMKLL. 

William  Smythe,  Esq. 
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Letter,  Mr  John  Balfoub,  Oilston,  Blackshiels,  to  Secbetart. 

16th  Angnst  1859. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  addfesdng  you  as  secretary  of  the  Oommission) 
Appointed  by  the  Crown,  to  inquire  into  the  system  of  Road  Administra- 
tion in  Scotland,  with  a  view  to  the  abolishing  of  tolls,  and  the  devising  of 
some  better  fitted  scheme  for  the  maintenance  of  the  public  highways. 

-I  am  aware  that  it  is  not  the  province  of  the  Commission  to  take  up 
individual  cases  of  grievance,  either  as  regards  roads  or  tolls,  but  to  weigh 
the  evidence  which  they  have  received  as  a  whole,  and  to  consider  its  full 
bearing  upon  the  object  of  their  present  inquiry.  I  cannot,  however,  dis- 
abuse my  mind  of  the  impression,  that  in  individual  cases  of  peculiar 
grievance,  and  more  especially  where  a  glaring  anomaly  exists,  you  would 
not  altogether  reject  what  might  be  stated  upon  the  subject ;  and  so  it  is 
thftt  I  now  beg  to  trouble  you  with  some  remarks  as  to  a  particular  toll- 
bar  in  this  county. 

I  am  tenant  of  the  ftrms  of  Gilston  and  Overbrotherstones,  in  the 
parish  of  Soutra  and  county  of  East-Lothian.  The  first  toll-bar  which 
meets  ma  on  my  way  to  church  and  market  is  Soutra  Toll-bar,  where  the 
^bmrges  are  levied  by  the  Berwickshire  Road  Trustees,  under  some  real  or 
fictitious  arrangement  with  the  East-Lothian  Trustees,  in  whose  county  it 
is  actually  plaoed.  Under  whatever  arrangement  this  privilege  may  have 
been  conceded,  I  hold  that  I  am  entitled  to  exemption,  inasmuch  as  I 
do  not,  in  passing  through  this  bar,  travel  one  foot  within  the  county  of 
Berwick,  and  am  under  no  obligation  to  pay  rates  at  Soutra  to  the  Ber- 
wickshire Trustees.  Were  the  East-Lothian  Trustees  to  have  this  bar  in 
their  own  hands,  and  were  they  levying  similar  rates  at  it  as  Ihev  do  at  all 
the  other  toll-bars  in  the  county,  I  would  have  no  cause  of  complaint ;  but 
instead  of  this,  and  for  the  mere  purpose  of  getting  rid  of  the  expense  of 
keeping  in  repahr  an  isolated  piece  of  road,  about  a  mUe  and  a  half  in 
length,  and  of  allowing  the  Berwickshire  Trustees  the  statutory  distance 
between  their  extreme  toll  within  their  county,  and  this  one  in  another, 
have  the^  entered  into  what  may  well  be  termed  a  breach  of  trust,  and 
have  inflicted  a  grievous  burden  upon  the  public  in  general. 

Die  rates  at  Soutra  Toll  are  much  higher  than  at  any  of  the  others  in 
the  comity.  At  the  former  (Soutra),  3d.  for  a  horse,  whether  in  saddle  or 
not ;  Od.  each  cart,  and  9d.  «ach  gig.  At  the  others,  2d.  each  horse,  l^d. 
if  bare-backed ;  4d.  each  cart,  and  6d.  each  gig.  Besides,  at  Soutra  Toll, 
an  additional  charge  has  of  late  years  been  exacted  ;  for,  while  in  former 
years,  when  there  was  a  great  traffic  upon  the  road,  one  payment  was 
aufficient,  however  often  you  might  pass  through  in  a  day,  or  however  fre- 
quently you  mq^t  have  occasion  to  change  vour  load,  a  second  payment  has 
now  to  be  made  whenever  a  change  of  loading  has  taken  place.  In  going 
to  Dalkeith,  my  market  town,  a  distance  of  twelve  miles,  my  tolls  for  the 
journey  woidd  stand  thus,  supposing  I  sent  one  cart  and  drove  my  own 
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conveyance,  which  I  generally  do,  being  five  miles  from  the  nearest  rail- 
way station : — 

For  gig  at  Boutra,      .      9d.  For  cart  at  Soutra,     .      6d. 

„        Fala,         .      6d.  „         Fala,  4d. 

„        Newmills,       6d.  „         Newmills,       4d. 


Is.  9d.  Is.  2d. 


For  gig  as  above,  -  .  .  .        L.O    1    9 

For  cart  a»  above.  Is.  2d.,  and  return,  Is.  2d.,   .  0    2    4 

L.O    4    1 
or  a  fraction  above  4d.  per  mile. 

Some  time  ago  there  was  a  movement  in  this  county  for  the  abolition  of 
tolls,  and  Lord  Elcho  intended  to  have  introduced  a  bill  into  Parliament 
for  this  purpose,  and  to  empower  the  Trustees,  ia  lieu  thereof  to  asseaa 
upon  horses,  etc. ;  but  when  the  present  Commission  was  appointed,  his 
Lordship  withdrew  his  bill  to  await  the  result.  Al  that  time  I  thought 
proper  to  lay  this  case  befi[>re  the  Justices,  and  also  before  the  Marquia  of 
Tweeddale  personally,  whose  plan  of  assessnoent  was  the  one  which  had 
been  resolved  upon  by  the  heritors.  I  felt  that  if  Lord  £lcho's  Bill  were 
passed,  and  no  provision  made  against  this  exceptional  toll,  it  would  inflict 
more  than  one  grievous  burden  upon  me  in  particular,  as  I  am  so  situated 
here  that  I  have  no  way  of  escape,  except  by  a  circuitous  and  very  bad 
route.  In  the  first  place,  with  this  toll  in  statu  quo,  I  would  be  subjected 
to  payment,  while  all  other  parts  of  the  county  would  be  free ;  1  wotdd 
have  to  pay,  not  East-Lothian,  but  Berwickshive  rates  of  toll ;  I  would 
have  to  pay  asaeasment  upon  my  horses  under  the  new  system,  and  in 
consequence  of  two  parishes  being  united, — ^Fala  in  Mid-Lothian,  and  Soutra 
in  East- Lothian, — I  would  have  to  pay  also  my  statute  labour  cob  versions, 
-—equal  to  L.4  per  annum* 

The  Marquis  of  Tweeddale,  writing  to  me  on  the  subject,  of  date  10th 
February  1858,  savs, — ^  K I  mistake  not,  the  permission  of  the  Trustees 
'  and  Justices  of  the  coimty  of  Haddington,  was  given  to  the  Berwickshire 

*  Road  Trustees  (for  the  convenience  of  that  county),  to  place  the  Ber* 

*  wickahire  Soutra  Toll  on  the  spot  it  occupies  in  East-Lothian.  I  believe 
'  this  sanction  will  be  found  in  the  Berwickshire  Road  Act.'  The  conveui- 
ence  and  benefit  of  the  public  seems  to  have  been  of  secondnry  importance 
to  those  of  the  East-Lothian  and  Berwickshire  Boad  Trustees.  The 
Marquis  concludes  by  saying, — *1  will  not  forget  yoiu:  representations 

*  when  further  consideration  is  given  to  the  proposed  system  of  Boad 

*  Administration.' 

I  feel  that  I  have  occupied  too  much  of  your  time  by  enlarging  on  this 
matter,  and  beg  to  apologise  for  doing  so ;  but  I  trust  the  statements  which 
I  have  made  will  not  be  looked  upon  as  altogether  valueless,  showing,  as 
they  do,  in  connection,  I  dare  say,  with  many  similar  casea^  how  necessarv 
and  beneficial  it  would  be  to  institute  inquiries  like  those  under  this 
Commission,  in  order  to  arrive  at  just  and  reliable  conclusions  in  reference 
to  the  proper  administration  of  some  of  the  most  useful  and  comprehensive 
of  our  national  establishments. 

I  lately  had  the  privilege  of  an  interview  with  ]VIr  McLaren,  one  of  your 
Coihmissioners,  who  suggested  that  1  might  write  to  you,  and  who  kindly 
furnished  me  with  your  address. — I  have,  etc. 
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Outline  of  the  System  trarsued  in  Ireland,  in  Making  and  Maintaining 
Roads,  Bridges,  ana  other  Public  Works,  and  in  the  Collection  of 
County  Rates,  etc  Furnished  by  J.  Ball  Gbexnb,  Esq.,  Saintburyy 
KilUncj. 

The  funds  for  the  construction  and  repair  of  the  roads  of  each  county  in 
Ireland  are  not  managed  at  Dublin,  but  by  the  Qrand  Juries  of  the  di£fe* 
rent  counties. 

The  revenue  of  each  county,  arising  from  county  rateft,  is  kept  separate 
and  distinct  from  that  of  any  other  county. 

I  cannot  form  an  opinion  as  to  the  comparative  expense  of  the  Irish  and 
Scotdi  systems,  as  I  have  no  data  on  which  to  make  any  cidculation  as  to 
the  expenditure  in  Scotland. 

There  were  some  roads  in  Ireland  which  were  maintained  pretty  much 
after  the  Scotch  fashion, — ^that  is,  by  tolls  levied  at  toU-soUes ;  but  such 
toUs  were,  from  time  to  time,  abolished  by  various  Acts,  the  last  of  which 
was  the  18  and  19  Vict,  cap.  69,  which  placed  them  on  the  same 
footing  as  ordinary  county  roads,  and  made  provision  for  paying  the  inte- 
rest,  and  eventually  the  principal,  of  their  debentures  and  debts,  out  of  the 
county  rates. 

The  roads  in  Ireland  are  managed  under  the  Grand  Jury  Act,  6  and 
7  Will.  IVm  cap.  116,  which  Act  appears  to  work  well,  and,  with  the 
exoeptioa  of  some  points  to  which  I  sdhU  hereafter  allude,  gives  satisfac-> 
tion.  The  roads  are  kept  in  good  rqiair,  and  the  expense  of  maintenanca 
is  considered  reasonable. 

There  is  a  special  Act,  7  and  8  Vict.,  ci^.  106»  for  the  county 
Dublin,  but  the  6  and  7  Will.  IV.  is  the  principal  Act.  The  course 
of  proceedings  under  it  is  as  follows : — 

The  Lord-Lieutenant  appoints  a  surveyor  or  engineer  for  each  county ; 
but  each  Grand  Jury  appoints  a  certain  number  of  deputies  to  assist  and 
act  as  inspectors  under  him.  The  G^and  Juries  also  appoint  collectors 
of  county  rates  for  each  barony  or  district,  taking  care  to  get  from  them 
good  security  with  sufficient  sureties.  Their  poundage  fees  are  paid  out 
of  the  couinty  rates,  which  fees  range  from  6d.  to  Is.  per  £  on  the  amount 
eollected. 

At  each  assises  the  rate-collectors  return  to  the  Grand  Juries  a  list  of 
the  rate-pi^ers  who  contribute  the  largest  amoimt  in  each  barony,  from 
wldch  the  Grand  Juiy  selects  a  given  number  to  act  with  the  magistrates 
at  the  following  presenting  session,  and  these  are  called^*  Associated  Bate« 

The  Grand  Juries  also  fix  a  time  and  place  at  which  presenting  sessions 
shall  be  kdd  for  each  barony  in  the  counties,  previous  to  the  following 


At  s«ch  presenting  sessions  the  associated  rate-payers  and  the  Justices 
of  the  county  assemble  and  form  what  is  called  the  ^*  Presenting  Session." 

All  apptioations  for  works  (public  notice  of  the  intention  to  apply  for 
same  havuig  been  first  given)  must  be  laid  before  such  sessions,  where 
they  are  considered  in  open  court,  both  as  regards  utility  and  the  maxi- 
mum  price  which  should  be  paid  for  their  execution. 

If  the  works  are  whoUy  disapproved  of  by  the  minority  of  rate-payers 
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and  Justices,  the  application  is  rejected  ;  but  if  approved  of,  either  wboU? 
or  in  part,  the  countjr  surveyor  is  directed  to  prepare  specificationB  and 
tenders  for  their  execution. 

Sealed  tenders  for  the  execution  of  the  works  are  then  sent  to  the 
secretary  of  the  Grand  Jury,  or  delivered  to  the  chairman  of  the  adjourned 
sessions  hereafter  mentioned. 

After  all  presenting  sessions  are  over,  one  session,  called  an  **  Adjourned 
Eoad  Session,"  is  held  just  before  the  assizes  for  the  entire  county.  At 
this  adjourned  session  the  contractors  attend,  and  the  sealed  tenders 
(which  have  been  previouslv  sent  to  the  secretaries  of  the  Grand  Juries, 
or  which  are  then  delivered }  are  opened.  The  chairman  at  such  adjourned 
session  accepts  the  lowest  tender,  upon  the  contractor,  with  two  sufficient 
sureties,  entering  into  a  recognizance  in  double  the  amount  of  the  present- 
ment conditioned  for  its  due  execution. 

At  the  then  next  assizes  all  the  new  roads,  bridges,  and  repairs  of  roads, 
and  works  which  have  been  so  presented  aud  contracted  for,  come  before 
the  Grand  Jury,  de  novo,  and  who  decide  whether  or  not  they  shall  be 
executed.  If  the  Grand  Jury  reject  the  works,  the  whole  fidls  to  the 
ground. 

When  the  presentments  are  all  considered,  the  secretary  of  the  Grand 
Jury  makes  out,  and  delivers  to  the  clerk  of  the  Crown,  a  schedule  of  such 
of  them  as  have  been  approved  of  by  the  Grand  Jury,  and  tendered  for  aa 
before  mentioned.  This  schedule  is  read  out  in  open  court  by  the  clerk 
of  the  Crown,  and  the  judge  hears  any  objection  in  point  of  law  which 
may  be  urged  against  any  of  them  by  any  rate-payer,  and  decides  same. 

If  an  objection  on  a  point  of  fftct,  such  as  that  a  work  is  useless,  be 
raised  by  any  rate-payer,  a  traverse  is  entered  with  the  clerk  of  the  Crown , 
and  a  jury  empannelled,  and  (he  matter  at  once  tried ;  or,  if  the  judge  tfainka 
proper,  he  may  adjourn  the  traverse  to  the  then  next  assizes. 

All  the  presentments  which  have  been  allowed  are  entered,  by  the  clerk 
of  the  Crown,  in  a  book,  and  signed  by  the  judge  of  assize,  which  is  called 
"  fiating  "  them,  and  which  is  conclusive,  except  for  error  in  law  appearing 
on  the  face  of  the  presentment. 

Lease  contracts  to  keep  roads  in  repair  for  a  given  number  of  years,  not 
exceeding  five  years,  may  be  entered  into  at  road  sessions. 

When  lands  are  taken  for  making  a  new  road,  cutting  down  hills,  filling- 
up  hollows,  or  widening  an  existing  road,  notice  of  the  intended  works 
must  be  given  to  the  occnpier  of  such  land ;  and  such  occnpier,  and  person? 
interested,  may  enter  a  traverse  at  the  assizes,  at  which  the  work  is  finally 
allowed,  or,  at  the  following  assizes,  to  have  the  amount  which  should  be 
paid  as  compensation  for  the  injury  to  arise  from  such  work  ascertained. 

This  traverse  is  tried  by  a  jury ;  and  when  the  amount  is  decided  upon, 
it  is  levied  in  like  manner  as  the  money  necessary  for  the  construction  of 
the  works,  or  for  repairs  or  alterations. "  ' 

After  each  assizes  the  clerk  of  the  Crown  for  each  county  delivers  totiie 
treasurer  thereof  a  list  of  the  works  so  presented,  and  a  statement  of  the 
amount  required  for  the  execution,  and  for  payment  of  salaries,  etc.,  and 
this  amount  is  applotted  by  the  treasurer  upon  the  various  hei^itamenta 
and  premises,  as  set  forth  in  the  then  last  revised  list  of  the  general  viiliiatioii 
made  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  15  and  16  Vict.,  cap.  ^  and  sends 
to  each  collector  of  county  rate  a  copy  of  so  much  of  such  applotment  as 
relates  to  the  district  for  which  such  collector  is  appointed,  with  a  warrant 
at  foot,  authorising  the  collection  thereof;  and  such  collector  thereupon 
proceeds  to  collect,  and,  where  necessary,  to  enforce  payment  by  distress 
and  sale  of  all  goods  found  on  the  premises  liable  to  the  payment  thereof 
no  matter  to  whom  belonging,  or  by  suit  in  the  superior  courts,  county 
court,  or  before  the  magistrates  at  petty  sessions. 

The  collector  lodges  aU  money  received  by  him  in  the  oo«nty  bmk  ta 
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the  credit  of  the  ooimiy  treftsurer,  on  whose  draft  same  is  paid  out  to  the 
difevnt  road  contractors,  or  parties  entitled  thereto,  upon  a  certificate 
from  the  county  surveyor,  that  the  works  have  been  properly  executed. 

The  contractors  have  power  to  enter  lands  to  get  materials,  such  as 
stone,  gravel,  sand,  etc^  for  their  works,  first  getting  an  order  from  two 
justices,  and  making  compensation  for  any  injury  done  to  the  premises  so 
entered. 

Two  magistrates  have  power  to  order  sudden  damage  to  roads  or  bridges 
to  be  repaired*  where  the  amount  does  not  exceed  L.20. 

This  is  a  general  outline  of  the  Irish  mode  of  forming  and  maintaining 
roeda,  and  the  principal  objections  urged  against  it  are : 

1st,  That  there  is  no  governing  body  to  enforce  uniformity  in  the 
action  of  the  county  surveyors^  and  to  investigate  and  decide  any  questions 
that  may  arise  as  to  their  conduct,  particularly  with  respect  to  giving  and 
withhold^g  certificates  from  the  contractors,  etc,  for  the  execution  of 
works. 

2d,  That  the  rate-payers  have  not  a  sufficient  voice  in  the  application 
of  the  county  rate — Grand  Juries,  principally  consisting  of  landlords, 
land  agents,  and  others,  frequently  occupying  only  small  portions  of  land, 
and,  therefore,  paying  very  little  county  rate,  as  the  entire  rate  in  Ireland 
is  borne  by  the  occupier.  A  landlord  who  may  be  owner  of  large  estates 
is  not  liable  to  the  payment  of  any  county  rate  whatever,  unless  he  is 
an  occupier,  and  then  only  in  proportion  to  the  valuation  of  the  portion  so 
oecnpied. 

3d,  That  the  county  rate  is  collected  twice  a  year — ^that  is,  after  each 
assizes  (in  February  and  July)— *which  is  often  very  harassing  to  the  rate- 
payers, particularly  in  the  summer  months,  and  leads  to  increased  expense, 
which  could  be  obviated  by  having  one  collection  after  harvest,  say  between 
the  1st  of  November  and  1st  of  February. 

4th,  That  persons  paying  or  allowing  county  rate  ought  to  be  entitled 
to  deduct  the  same  proportions  thereof  from  those  receiving  rents,  etc., 
as  in  the  case  of  rates  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  so  that  a  portion  of  the 
expense  should  fall  on  all  the  parties  interested  in  the  maintenance  of  the 
public  roads,  bridges,  etc. 

5th,  That  contractors  are  often  put  to  unnecessary  expense  in  attending 
at  the  adjourned  road  sessions  with  their  sureties,  to  tender  and  enter  into 
security  for  the  performance  of  works  which  the  Grand  Jury  may  after- 
wards  refuse  to  have  executed. 

In  order  to  obviate  those  objections,  I  would  offer  the  following  sug- 
gestions :— 

lBt»  A  board,  consisting  of  three  or  more  competent  persons,  should  be 
appointed  for  the  entire  of  Scotland,  with  power  to  appoint  or  recommend 
wily  qualified  surveyors  for  the  difierent  counties  or  districts,  and  fix  their 
salaries,  and  exercise  a  general  control  over  them  and  over  all  public 
weri&s. 

2d,  That  a  board,  consisting  of  a  given  number  of  rate-payers,  should  be 
ttlected  annually  by  a  certain  dass  of  the  rate-payers  of  each  shire  or 
district,  and  that  they,  with  two  magistrates,  should  hold  road  sessions, 
appoint  assistant  surveyors  or  road  inspectors,  collectors,  and  corresponding 
officers,  and  decide  in  all  applications  for  public  works,  subject  to  a  traverse 
at  the  assizes. 

^,  That  county  rate  should  be  only  levied  once  in  each  year. 

4th,  That  the  persons  paying  county  rate  shoidd  be  entitled  to  make  the 
same  deductions  from  the  landlord's  rent,  as  they  would  be  entitled  to 
ittake  in  respect  of  poor's  rate ;  and,  lastly,  that  the  execution  of  works 
should  only  be  tendered  for  when  finally  approved  of. 

With  these  alterations  I  think  the  Lish  system  would  work  more 
die^  and  gatis&ctorily. 
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The  ibllowing  Table,  showing  the  actual  soma  expended  in  Ireland  in 
the  year  1857,  on  the  yarious  public  works  under  consideration, 
may  be  taken  as  the  average  annual  expenditure  under  ordinary 
circumstances : — 


1 

Poundage 
Rate  on  the 

Description  of  Work. 

Amount 
Expended. 

Total 

Rateable 

Valuation 

of  Ireland. 

New  roads,  bridges,  pipes,  guUets,  quay  walls, ) 
cutting  down  hills,  and  filling  up  hollows,   j 

£ 
82,091 

lid. 

Repairs  of  roads,  bridges,  pipes,  gullets,  andf 
walls,  etc., > 

467-,090 

9ld. 

Erection  and  repairs  of  court  or  sessions ) 
houses  and  prisons,     .         .        .        .        ) 

13,385 

Jd. 

Prison  and  bndewell  expenses, 

82,802 

IJd. 

Police  and  witnesses, 

25,812 

id. 

Salaries  of  county  officers,     .... 

102,635 

2d. 

Public  charities, 

73,831 

lid. 

Repayments  to  Gorernment, 

122,198 

2id. 

MiBcellaneous, 

85,288 

l5Hi. 

Total, 

1 

1,045,132 

Is.  9  id. 

The  annexed  printed  return  is  submitted  as  containing  valuable  infor- 
mation on  the  subject  under  consideration. 
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Hutson,  Thos.,  road  surveyor,  Botheeay  710 

Muir,  John,  Foley  House,  Kothesay   .  709 
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Bae,    William,    "Nortliern    Ensign" 

Office,  Wick 697 

Sinclair,  James,  of  Forss  696 

CLACKMANNAN— County  of      .  208 

Jameson,  Andrew,  sheriff-clerk,  Alloa  210 
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Berwick 107 
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Durie,  Bobt  H.,  farmer,  Standingstone  97 
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Hunter,  James  W.,  of  Thurston  .  88 

Bitchie,  W.  H.,  town-clerk  of  Dunbar  106 

Bonghhead,  D.,  Provost  of  Haddington  105 

Skirving,  B  S^  farmer,  Cainpton  95 

Btobie,  John,  town-clerk  of  Haddington  105 

INVEBNESS— Oountv  of      ...  658 

Anderson,  James,  solicitor,  Inverness  665 

Dallas,  Alex.,  town-clerk  of  Inverness  670 

Falconer,  Thomas,  solicitor,  Inverness  671 

Grant,  Duncan,  of  Bught    .        •  668 

Lovat,  Bight  Hon.  Lord,  Beaufort  Csstle  668 
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and  Bridges  0£B[oe,  Inverness  .  .  672 
H*Kay,  J.  G.,  writer,  Grantown  .  667 
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Paterson,  Wm.,  road  surveyor,  Inver- 
ness            658 

Smitii,  Bobert,  solicitor,  Inverness  670 
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Gariand,  John,  farmer,  Caimton 
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KINBOSS— County  of  ....  204 

Watt,  Allan,  road  surveyor,  Kinross  204 

Williamson,  J.  W.,  Kinross                .  206 

KIBKCUDBEIGHT— Stewartry  of      .  462 
Blackleg,  Thos.,  road  surveyor,  Kirk- 
cudbright           482 

Gordon,  D.  H.,  writer,  Kirkcudbright  468 

Gordon,  B.  M.,  clerk  of  Supply,  etc.   .  482 

Maxwell,  Fraucis,  of  Breoch       .        .  480 

MaxweU,  W.  H.,  of  Munches              .  464 

M^Craken,  J.,  farmer.  Drum,  New  Abbey  483 

Selkirk,  the  Bight  Hon.  the  Earl  of    .  462 

Skirving,  Adam,  of  Croys          .        .  481 

LANARK— County  of    ....  298 

Alton,  Bev.  Dr,  of  Dolphinton    .        .  341 

Anderson,  Alexander,  writer,  Lanark  829 
Barr,  David,  writer,  Glasgow     .        .811 

BeUiaven  and  Stenton,  Bight  Hon.  Lord  323 
Carricl^  John,  superintenaent  of  streets, 

etc.,  Glasgow 308 

Clouston,  Peter,  one  of  the  magistrates 

of  Glasgow 818 

Donaldson,  James,  assessor  for  the  city 

of  Glasgow 817 

Dreghom,  David,  accountant,  Glasgow  348 
D^tos,  John,  clerk  of  Supply  of  county, 

Hamilton 298 

Galbraith,  Andrew,  Lord  Provost  of 

Glasgow 843 

Galloway,  Alex.,  land  agent,  Glasgow  844 

Gilkison,  Peter,  manufacturer,  Glasgow  344 

GiUespie,  John,  W.8.          ...  350 

Gibb,  John,  banker,  Lesmahagow      .  830 

Gordon,  Thomas,  writer,  Glasgow     .  320 

Grabame,  John,  of  Oraigallion    .        .  389 

Hamilton,  J.  D.,  writer,  Glasgow        .  336 

Henderson,  William,  writer,  Hamilton  847 

Hill,  John  M.,  writer,  Glasgow           .  324 

Hill,  Laurence,  LL.B.,  Glasgow         .  321 

Ho^gan,  Andrew,  writer,  Glasgow     .  826 

Irving,  Geo.  Vere,  of  Newton     .  349 

Jack,  Bobert,  writer,  Lanark      .        .  330 

Maxton,  John,  writer,  Glasgow          .  314 

Morrison,  William,  writer,  Lanark     .  327 

Beid,  Alexander,  Esq.,  Glasgow  846 

Smith,  George,  writer,  Glasgow         .  347 

Scott,  Thomas  B,  of  Castlemains  831 
Strang,  John,  LL.D.,  chamberlain  of 

city  of  Glasgow       ....  307 

Turner,  Angus,  city-clerk  of  Glasgow  805 

Watson,  James,  Esq.,  Glasgow  846 

Wilkie,  John,  writer,  Glasgow    .  834 

LINLITHGOW-€ounty  of         .  115 

Blair,  William,  of  Avontown      .        .  128 

Dawson,  John,  Provost  of  Liolithgow  121 

Glen,  Bobt  B,  writer,  Linlithgow  .  118 
Hardie,  John,  Sheriff  Clerk-Depute  of 

Linlithgowshire  ....  121 
Scott,  Walter,  tacksman  of  Cramond 

Bridge  Toil-Bar  ....  128 
Wadd^,  William,  W.S.      .                .115 

NAIBN— County  of       ....  652 

Davidson,  Adam  ....  652 
Stables,  W.  A.,  factor  for  the  Earl  of 

Cawdor 657 
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OBKNEY— County  of    ....  716 

Baio,  Alezando-f  Eiifcwali  717 

Bftlfonr,  David,  of  BAlfonr  and  T^reBfthie  715 

Pollexfen,  James  R,  of  Gaiiston  717 

FEEBLEB— County  of  ...      109 

Bathgate,  John,  writer,  Peebles  109 

Fomster,  John,  W.8.         ...      118 


PERTH— County  of       .... 
Anderson,  James,  writer,  Blaixgowrie 
Boyd,  Charles,  soHdtor,  ComMir^ Angus 
Buchanan,  Walter,  writer,  Callander 
Campbell,  AxxshibaJd,  Aberfeldy 
Camngton,  B.  C,  Dunkeld,  factor  for 

trustees  of  the  late  Duke  of  Atholl 
Condie,  G^rge,  solicitor,  Perth 
Dickson,  John,  W.6.,  Perth 
Donaldson,  David,  clerk  to  J.  Conning, 
solicitor,  Perth         .... 
Forbes,  C.  "W.  L.,  writer,  Aberfeldy    . 
Fraser,  William,  W.S. 
Graham,  H.^  W^.B.       .... 
Greig,  William,  joint  city-clerk  of  Perth 
Imrie,  WiIHam,  Ijord  Provost  of  Perth 
JoUv,  W.  G.,  factor  for  the  Duke  of 
Montrose  ..... 

Menzies,  William^  Bumbraei,  Kincar- 
dine on  Forth 
Miller,  J.  D.,  solicitor,  Perth 
Mitchell,  T.  T.,  C.E.,  Perth 
Mitchell,  William,  writer,  Dunkeld 
Moncrieff,  Alexander,  W.S.,  Berth 
Murray,  Anthony,  of  Dollerie     . 
McDonald,  Angus,  writer,  Callander 
M'Gillewie,  Donald,  writer,  Pitlochry 
McLaren,  John,  Middleton,  ThomhiH 
M*Bosty,  James,  writer,  Crieff    . 
Boberton,  Alex.,  road  surveyor,  Pertii 
Smith,  D.  K.,  writer,  Dunkeld    . 
Boutar,  Patrick,  clerk  of  Supphr,  Pisrth 
Stephen,  A.  C,  writer,  Kinoardine 
Stirling,  John,  of  Kippendavie   . 
Stirling,  P.  J.,  writer,  Dunblane 
Wylie,  James,  Bolfraoks 

RENFREW— County  of 
Alison,  Wm.,  master  of  worim,  Oreenook 
Brown,  Robert,  Provost  of  Paisley     . 
Colledge,  William,  of  Pollockshaws    . 
Crawford,  D.,  baron  bailie  of  Qnenotk 
Crum,  James,  manu&cturer.  Busby 
Duff,  James,  Provost  of  Greenock 
Gilmour,  Allan,  of  Eagleshane 
Gray,  John  K.,  town-clerk  of  Greenock 
Hill,  Laurence,  LL.B.,  Glasgow 
Hoggan,  Andrew,  writer,  Qhksgow 
MaxweQ,  John  Hall,  C3.,  of  I^rgavel 
Maxwell,  Sir  John,  Bart,  of  PoDoe    . 
Wilson,  Mat&ew,  road  surveyor.  Car- 
donald 


231 
258 
258 
240 
259 

256 

252 
248 

248 
280 
281 
281 
246 
246 

286 

292 
241 
260 
257 
262 
288 
240 
245 
285 
280 
251 
292 
250 
289 
289 
287 
279 

867 
891 
892 
890 
899 
894 
891 
896 
891 
867 
867 
400 
878 

879 


679 


ROSS  AMD  CBOMARTT-^County  of 
Cameron,   (3eorge,   sherif^substitale, 

Dingwall, 
Finlayson,  John,  Balmaoara,  Lochalsh 
Gillanders,  James  F.,  of  Highfleld 
Ledingham,  J.,  townHsierit  of  Fortrose 
Murray,  W.  H.,  of  Geanies 
M'Leod,  R.  B.  J6.,  of  CadboU 
Mackenzie,  G.,  clerk  of  Smpply,  Dingwall  680 
Mackenzie,  Sir  Kenneth  S.,  of  Gainoeh 
Russell,  Lewis,  road  surveyor 


R0XBX7RGH— County  of 
Boyd,  A.  B.,  of  Cherry  trees 
Dudgeon,  John,  &rmer,  Spylaw 
Erskine,  James,  writer,  Mebose 
Oliver,  James,  writer,  Hawick 
Robson,  Charles,  writer,  Kelso 


679 
686 
682 

685 
681 
683 


684 


176 
179 
177 
178 


SELKIRK-County  of 
Lang,  John,  writer,  Selkirk 
Paton,  Robert,  clerk  of  Supplv,  Selkirk 
Plummer,  Charles,  of  Sunderland  Hall 
Pringle,  R.  K.,  of  BroadmeadowB 
Roberts,  George,  Provost  of  Selkfak  . 

STIRLING— County  of 

Bruoe^  John,  W.S 

Bums,  W.  H.,  writer,  FVOkfrk    . 
CampbeD,  Robert,  writer,  Stirling 
Christie,  John,  merchant,  Stirling 
Dick,  John,  Provost  of  Stirling 


167 
157 
162 
167 
168 
164 

218 
225 
220 
220 
226 

tl» 
Galbraith,  Thos.  L.,  Joint  town>cleric 

ofStiriii^ 222 

Galbraith,  William,  do.  da  213 
Hart,  James,  vintner  and  grain  dealer, 

Stirling 217 

JoUy,  W.  G.,  factor  for  Duke  of  Montrose  228 

Knox,  Robert,  writer,  Glasgow  227 

Liston,  Thomas,  writer,  Falkirk  219 

Mathie,  John  D.,  writer,  Stiriing  216 

Monteath,  James,  writer,  Stiriing  217 
Robertson,  Andrew,  master  &t  wofksi, 

Stiriing 218 

Speirs,  A.  G^,  of  Culoreuoh  229 

Wilson,  John,  Bannockbum               .  218 

BUTHERLAKD'—Countv  of  700 

Dempster,  George,  of  Snbo,  Dornoch  70S 

Taylor,  Donald,  Dornoch    ...  700 

Wright,  Robert,  road  surveyor,  Golspie  702 

WIGTOWN— County  of       ...     4^5 
MacLean,  James,  clerk  of  Supply,  etB^ 
Wigtown 486 

ZETLAND— CounJ^  of  ...  720 
Black,  D.  D.,  of  Kergord  ...  788 
Cheyne,  Henry,  W.S.,  of  Tangwiek  720 
Duncan,  W.  B.,  clerk  of  Supply,  Zetland  784 
Nicidson,  Sir  Arthur,  Bart  781 


TURNPIKE  EOAD  INQUIRY-SCOTLAND. 


NOTES    OF    EVIDENCE. 


I.  COUNTY  OP  EDINBURGH. 


Tiie5(%,  Sth  February  1859. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

William  Smythe  of  Methven,  Esq.    |   Right  Honble.  Sir  John  McNeill. 

Sir  James  Fergusson,  Bart. 

MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  I.  John  Brown^  Esq.,  W.S.,  Examined : — 

I  am  general  clerk  to  the  Edinburgh  County  Road  Trustees.     There       County     ' 
are  six  other  clerks,  but  these  are  district  clerks.     I  have  held  my  office  of 

from  the  year  1846.     I  served  under  Mr  Andrew  Gray,  who  was  clerk    Edinburgh. 

when  the  present  local  Act  (1835)  passed.    By  that  Act,  the  count;^  ^®  j  b E 

divided  into  eight  districts,  which  have  now  been  reduced,  by  the  union   '    '^^^°*     ^' 
of  three  pairs  of  districts,  to  five.     The  system  of  districts  was  in  exist- 
ence previous  to  the  Act  1835,  and  each  district  constituted  a  separate 
Trust,  but  under  control  of  the  general  meeting. 

By  the  local  Act,  the  Trustees  of  each  district  have  power,  under  the 
authority  of  a  general  meeting,  to  direct  the  application  of  their  own 
funds,  and  to  repair  their  own  roads.  They  may,  in  general,  exercise  all 
ordinary  acts  of  administration  and  management,  each  within  its  own 
limits;  and,  accordingly,  a  general  meeting^  on  17th  November  1835, 
devolved  full  powers  on  the  districts,  except  m  the  following  cases,  which 
sUll  require  the  sanction  of  a  general  meeting,  viz. :  1.  To  borrow  money 
beyond  L.IOOO  sterling.  2.  To  assign  the  toll  duties  in  security  of  debt, 
ft.  To  lessen  the  toll  duties  at  any  bar.  4.  To  compound  with  any  person 
for  toll  duty.  5.  To  enter  into  any  general  contract  for  upliolding  the 
whole  roads  of  the  district,  or  any  part  thereof.  6.  To  turn  or  alter  any 
road,  or  to  execute  any  improvement  thereupon,  where  the  estimated  cost 
shall  exceed  L.300.  Any  party  who  shall  object  to,  or  think  himself 
aggrieved  by,  the  decision  or  resolution  of  any  district  meeting,  has  power 
to  appeal  at  any  time  within  six  months  to  a  general  meeting  of  Trustees. 
Instances  have  occasionally  occurred  when  the  District  Trustees  have 

A 
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County      been  charged  with  exceeding  their  powers,  and  the  question  has  been 
.  of  brought  before  tbe  General  Trustees.    I  allude  more  particularly  to  a 

Edinburgh.    ^^^  which  occurred  with  the  late  Lord  Stair  and  Captain  Bum  Callwider ; 
J.  Brown  Esq.  ^^'  ^^^^  cases  are  very  rare,  in  consequence  of  the  subject-matter  in  dis- 
'         pute  being  generally  referred  to  Mr  M^Connell,  whose  decision  or  recom- 
mendation uniformly  gives  satisfaction.     My  salary  as  general  clerk  is 
L.150  per  annum.     I  have  to  attend  the  six  stated  annual  meetings,  as 
well  as  occasional  or  committee  meetings,  and  keep  the  minutes,  and 
furnish  extracts  or  copies  when  reqiured,  besides  giving  regular  attendance 
at  my  office  in  the  County  Rooms  every  day.     I  have  no  concern  with 
law  business.     Beyond  my  salary,  the  amount  of  incidental  expenses — 
which  includes  printing,  stationery,  advertising,  etc. — was,  during  the 
year  ending  May  1858,  L.55,  2s.  Od.     There  is  no  part  of  these  sums 
peculiarly  applicable  to  the  circumstance  that  the  roads  are  maintained 
by  a  system  of  tolls.     The  duties  of  the  district  clerks  are  to  receive, 
periodically,  the  toll  receipts  from  the  superintendents,  and  pay  the  same 
into  the  bank,  to  the  credit  of  the  district  account,  and  to  make  out 
accounts  of  charge  and  discharge.    They  also  call  district  meetings,  and 
keep  the  minutes,  and  conduct  the  correspondence  of  their  respective 
districts.    The  district  clerks  have  fixed  salaries,  as  stated  in  the  printed 
accoimts ;  and,  in  addition  to  these,  are  allowed  law  charges  (for  business 
strictly  professional),  postages,  etc.,  which  will  also  be  found  in  the  accounts. 
I  produce  printed  abstracts  of  the  accounts  of  the  different  districts  from 
the  year  1836,  when  the  present  Act  came  into  operation.    These  have 
been  all  kept  upon  the  same  general  system  during  that  period.    Sub- 
joined is  a  state  showing  the  annual  ordinary  revenue  of  the  several 
districts,  for  each  of  the  years  from  Whitsunday  1849-50  to  Whitsunday 
1857--58.    From  a  printed  state  which  I  have  made  up,  it  will  be  seen 
that  at  Whitsunday  1836,  the  debt  amounted  to  L.98,067,  12s.  5d.  upon 
the  several  districts.    That  debt,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  same  state,  is 
now  reduced  to  L.9659,  4s.  7d.     By  the  Act  referred  to,  a  sinking  fiind 
was  provided,  and  has  been  in  operation,  so  as  gradually  to  reduce  the 
debt.    The  reduction  of  the  debt  has  taken  place,  during  the  last  three 
years,  at  a  slower  rate  than  formerly,  owing  partly  to  the  removal  of  the 
toll-bars  beyond  the  parliamentary  boundaries  of  the  city,'and  partly  to 
the  opening  of  the  Peebles  branch  of  the  North  British  Railway ;  and  the 
debt  having  of  late  years  become  greatly  diminished,  there  was  not  the 
same  necessity  as  formerly  for  a  large  sinking  fund.    By  way  of  partial 
compensation  for  the  revenue  lost  by  the  removal  of  the  toll-bars,  the 
Trustees  of  the  Lasswade  and  Cramond  Districts  received  from  the  Pa^g 
Board  two  sums  of  L.183,  12s.  7d.  and  L.185,  5s.  respectively,  during  the 
year  1858.    1  cannot  precisely  state  how  these  sums  are  derived,  but  refer 
you  to  Mr  David  Murray,  collector  for  the  Paving  Board.    There  have 
been  upwards  of  ninety-three  miles  of  roads,  formerly  statute  labour  roads, 
converted  into  turnpikes,  under  the  ^wers  given  to  the  Trustees  by 
%  19  of  local  Act.    The  effect  of  this  must  necessarily  have  been  to 
relieve  the  parishes  which  formerly  paid  the  cost  of  maintaining  these 
roads,  at  the  expense  of  the  general  public,  who  pay  ^he  tolls ;  but  it 
must  be  taken  into  consideration,  that  these  roads  were,  previous  to  their 
conversion  into  turnpikes,  roads  of  great  general  tr^c.    As  far  as  my 
memory  serves  me,  there  has  been  very  little  litigation  in  the  county 
arising  from  the  system  of  tolls.    Since  the  year  1854,  the  Cramona 
.  District  has  been  free  of  debt.    They  have  abolished  three  or  four  of  their 
toll  bars,  but  not  reduced  their  rates,  and  they  have  expended  their  surplus 
revenue  on  improvements.    I  estimate  the  number  of  miles  of  road  within 
the  Parliamentary  boundaries  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  maintained  by 
the  county  turnpike  funds,  at  about  17.    This  does  not  include  roads  within 
parliamentary  boundaries  of  Leith,  Musselburgh,  or  Portobello. 
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STATE  showing  the  Annual  Ordinary  Revenue  of  the  seyeral  Districts       County 
for  each  of  the  Years  from  Whitsunday  1849-50  to  Whitsunday    Edinburgh 

1857-68.  * 

J.  Brown,  Esq. 

(Handed  in  by  Mr  Brovn). 


DiSTBIOTB. 


Lasswade, \ 

Wrightshonses, . . .  j 

Dalkeith, 

Postroad,... , 

Oramond, 

Corstorphine, 

Galder  and  Slateford, 


1849-50. 


£  8.  d, 

6,359  6  4 

2,390  18  0 

3,553  8  11} 

5,320  18  11^ 

1,665  17  6 

3,168  3  1 


1650-51. 


! 


£       8.      d, 

6,628  18    4 

5,824     6     2 

4,236  14     8^ 
1,603     2  10 
3,233     5  11 


22,358  12  10 


1851-53. 


£        #.     d, 

6,636     0     2 

5,348     8     1 

4,139  10  6 
1,466  4  11 
3,054     9     9 


21,426     7  llj     5}0,634  13     5 


DUTBICTfl. 


Lasswade,... ) 

Wrightshouses,. . .  J 

Dalkeithy 

Postroady 

Oramondy 

Corstorphine,... 

Calder  and  Slateford, 


1852<^3. 


Jt,      8,     d, 
6,596  10  11^ 

5,248  14     7 

4,283     4     9i 
1,419  18  11 
3,011     9    6 


20,659  18     9 


.185&-54. 


£       «.  d, 

6,784     8  6 

6^634     7  10 

4,429     4  9 

1,436     4  1 

3,188  10  11^ 


21,472  16     IJ 


1854-55. 


£       8.      d. 
6,641  12  10 

5,771  11     2 

4,803  9  7 
1,360  9  1 
3,003  13     1 


21,080  15     9 


DlBTBlCTB. 

1855-56. 

1856^7. 

1857-.68. 

Lasswade, ) 

Wrightshouses,... ) 
Dalkeith 

£      8.      d. 
♦5,173  14    3 

5,796  10     3^ 

♦3,201  10     6J 
1,484     1     6 
3,351     0  10 

£        8.       d. 

*6,038  12     1 

• 

5,786    3     1 

*3,358  13    4  J 
1,424  11  11 
3,301  12     5 

£      «.      d. 
*4,858  18     6 

5,504  13     9 

*3,366  10     3 
1,390  19    3 
3,329     8  10 

Postroad 

Cramond. 

Cora  torDhine. 

Calder  and  Cramond, 

19,006  17    4 

18,909  12  lOJ 

18,440  10    7 

*  The  dimination  in  these  two  districts  has,  to  a  considerable  extent,  been 
*owing  to  the  removal  of  the  toll  bars  beyond  the  Parliamentary  boundaries,  which 
took  place  at  Whitsunday  1855. 
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County  No.  II.  John  WConneUy  Esq.,  Examined : — 

of 

Edinburgh.  j  ^^^^^  1,^^  the  general  superintendence  of  roads  in  the  county  of  Edin- 
John  M*Con-  burgh  since  1837,  shortly  after  the  local  Act  of  1835  came  into  operation, 
nell,  Esq.  I  have  also  charge  of  a  number  of  other  roads,  both  in  England  and  Scot- 
land :  among  others,  the  whole  roads  in  Forfarshire,  with  the  exception 
of  one  or  two  trusts  in  the  northern  part  of  the  county;  the  St  Andrews 
and  Kirkcaldy  Districts,  both  turnpike  and  statute  labour ;  the  Carse  of 
Oowrie  District  in  Perthshire,  both  turnpike  and  statute  labour  ;  and 
various  other  trusts  in  Perthshire.  In  Clackmannanshire,  the  Ochil 
Turnpike  Trust,  and  the  Clackmannanshire  Turnpike  Trust;  in  Stir- 
lingshire,  the  Stirlingshire  Road  Trust,  and  the  Stirling  and  Drymen 
Bridge  Trust;  the  turnpike  road  from  the  county  of  Mid-Lothian  to 
Baillieston,  by  Airdrie ;  the  Jedburgh  District  turnpike  and  statute  labour 
roads ;  and  certain  trusts  in  England — ^in  Cumberland  and  Lancashire. 

In  1837,  the  debt  in  Edinburgh  county  amounted  to  L. 92,835.  Since 
that  period,  upwards  of  L.60,000  has  been  paid  off.  There  has  also  been 
a  very  large  sum  (upwards  of  L.70,000)  expended  on  improvements,  which 
will  be  seen  from  my  annual  reports.  Since  the  passing  of  the  local  Act 
in  1835,  upwards  of  L.87,000  has  been  expended  on  improvements.  The 
system  of  managing  the  Edinburgh  county  roads  has  undergone  no  change 
since  I  took  charge  of  them.  I  think  the  general  system  of  management 
in  the  county  of  Edinburgh  is  better  than  that  of  any  other  county  in 
Scotland  with  which  I  am  acquainted,  the  control  exercised  by  the 
General  Board  of  Trustees  being,  in  my  opinion,  very  salutary.  Very 
great  advantage  arises  from  the  consolidation  pf  so  many  roads  into  one 
trust,  both  in  this  county  and  in  the  county  of  Fife.  The  system  of  roads 
being  managed  by  a  number  of  small  independent  trusts,  is  an  expensive 
mode  of  management.  Since  I  have  had  the  charge  in  Mid-Lothian,  the 
two  districts  of  Lasswade  and  Wrightshouses  have  been  united  into  one 
district ;  also  the  Dalkeith  and  Post  Road,  and  the  Calder  and  Slateford 
Districts.  Those  unions  have  been  attended  with  a  diminution  of  ex- 
pense, because  they  have  been  attended  with  a  diminution  of  trouble. 
This  saving  in  expense  would  have  been  greater  had  not  the  Surveyor's 
superintendence  been  made  general.  The  revenue  has  considerably 
diminished  in  consequence  of  the  opening  of  railways,  but  the  expense  of 
repairs  has  not  been  diminished  in  proportion ;  and  I  account  for  this  by 
the  railways  having  carried  off  the  light  traffic,  which  paid  best,  and  leu 
a  large  portion  of  the  heavy.  Referring  to  the  map  which  is  before  the 
Commissioners,  there  are  about  17  miles  of  road  within  the  Parliamentary 
bounds  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  which  are  maintained  at  the  expense  of 
the  County  Trustees.  The  cost  of  the  ordinary  repair  of  these  roads  I 
estimate  at  L.1700  per  annum.  The  traffic,  and  the  consequent  cost,  has 
increased,  and  is  likely  to  increase,  by  the  removal  of  the  toll  bars  to  a 
greater  distance  from  the  town.  The  omnibuses,  and  other  vehicles, 
which  ply  between  the  outskirts  of  the  town  and  the  city,  contribute 
nothing  towards  the  <!ost  of  maintenance  of  these  roads.  As  a  contribution 
towards  the  maintenance  of  these  roads,  the  County  Trtistees  receive  from 
the  Paving  Board  the  assessment  upon  the  houses  which  were  brought 
under  the  operation  of  the  Paving  Board  Act  of  1854,  by  the  removal  of 
the  tolls.  The  sum  thus  received  during  the  past  year  amounted  to 
nearly  L.370.  No  advantage  has  been  taken  of  §  9  of  the  Paving 
Beard  Act,  which  enables  the  Paving  Board  to  undertake  the  repair  ana 
maintenance  of  roads  within  the  Parliamentary  boundaries,  in  lieu  of 
paying  over  the  proceeds  of  the  assessment  above  referred  to.  The  cost 
to  the  county  of  maintaining  the  roads  within  burgh  may  therefore  be 
said  to  be  between  L.1300  and  L.1400.    Within  the  burgh  of  Leith, 
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there  are  about  six  miles  of  road  maintained  by  the  County  Trustees ;  in       County 
Musselburgh,  four  and  a  half  miles ;  and  in  Portobello,  two  miles.    The  t»f 

cost  of  the  Leith  roads  is  L.370,  Musselburgh  L.400,  Portobello  L.360;    EdinWpli. 
so  that  the  annual  cost  to  the  County  Trustees  of  roads  within  Parlia-  j^j^j,    M'Con- 
mentary  boundaries,  may  be  stated  in  round  numbers  at  L.2500.  nell,  Esii. 

Since  the  passing  of  the  Local  Act  (1836)  93  miles  of  statute  labour 
roads  have  been  converted  into  turnpikes,  the  greater  number  within  the 
last  12  years.  Only  two  toll-bars  have  been  placed  on  this  class  of  roads, 
viz.,  at  Kirknewton  Railway  Station,  where  it  was  necessary,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  total  escape  of  toll  by  extensive  traffic  using  the  original 
turnpike  roads ;  and  at  Bonnington,  to  intercept  a  mineral  traffic.  The 
principle  acted  upon  was  to  adopt  those  roads  on  which  there  was  a  great 
amount  of  traffic,  which  ultimatelv  paid  toll.  The  transference  of  the 
burden  of  these  roads  to  the  turnpike  funds,  must  have  had  the  effect  of 
diminishing  the  statute  labour  rates  iu  parishes  formerly  chargeable  for 
their  maintenance. 

What  is  charged  in  the  accounts  under  the  head  of  ^'  extra  expenses  " 
(with  the  exception  of  sums  put  down  as  ^^  improvements  "),  may  be  con- 
sidered as  composed  of  items  recurring  annually.  On  the  average  of  five 
years,  the  expense  of  ordinary  annual  repairs  on  the  turnpike  roads  of  the 
county,  exclusive  of  improvements,  may  be  taken  at  about  L.  14,000. 
This  is  exclusive  of  payments  to  general  and  district  clerks,  but  includes 
other  expenses  of  management.  During  the  last  year,  the  expenses  of 
collection  amounted  to  nearly  10  per  cent,  on  the  whole  sum  collected, 
the  total  revenue  from  tolls  being  L.19^77.  Supposing  a  sum  of  only 
L.  14,000  required  to  be  raised  annually  for  the  maintenance  of  the  roads, 
the  expense  of  collecting  the  revenue  by  means  of  tolls  would  amount  to 
much  more  than  10  per  cent.,  supposing  also  the  same  number  of  bars  to 
be  continued. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  consider  the  loll  system  generally^  in  Mid-Lothian, 
equitable  in  its  operation,  though  it  might  be  desirable  in  certain  places 
to  put  on  additional  tolls,  which  would  not  probably  increase  the  rate  per 
cent,  of  the  cost  of  collection,  and  to  permit  more  frequent  passing  and 
repassing  of  traffic  for  payment  of  one  toll.  The  Trustees  are  in  the 
habit  of  exacting  a  higher  toll  on  single  horse  carts  weighing  above  two 
toDs ;  but  I  am  very  much  against  the  weighing  system  as  an  impediment 
to  traffic,  where  the  weight  is  inconveniently  restricted.  The  Trustees,  in 
practice,  make  a  reduction  of  tolls  for  a  certain  breadth  and  construction 
of  wheels.  I  consider  that  the  sum  of  L.  14,000  now  taken  as  a  fair 
annual  average  of  the  cost  of  repairs,  would  not  be  suftcient  if  turnpikes 
were  abolished,  because,  as  an  increase  of  traffic  always  follows  a  reduc- 
tion of  toll,  it  would  in  a  much  greater  degree  follow  their  total  abolition, 
and  much  of  the  short  traffic  which  now  goes  by  railway,  would  be  trans- 
ferred  to  the  turnpike  road. 

The  number  of  tolls  and  check-bars  in  Mid-Lothian  is  about  80,  the 
average  cost  of  each  would  therefore  be  about  L.25  per  annum.  To 
prevent  peculations  by  tollmen,  we  employ  none  but  such  as  are  well 
recommended  as  persons  of  character ;  we  have  also  a  system  of  checking 
by  the  employment  of  two  confidential  persons,  of  a  superior  station,  as 
inspectors.  I  believe  these  precautions  are  sufficient,  together  with  the 
circumstance  that  the  men  are  constantly  removed  to  different  bars.  I 
think  that  this  system  is  superior  to  letting  the  tolls,  where,  as  in  this 
county,  a  system  of  consolidation  exists. 

There  would  be  an  obvious  advantage  in  having  turnpike  and  statute 
labour  roads,  under  the  same  system  of  management,  and  this  would  be 
more  easily  brought  about  by  the  consolidation  of  trusts.  This  is  pre^ 
vented  by  want  of  power  of  consolidation  under  the  local  Acts,  the  ine^ 
quality  of  debt  on  Uie  different  trusts,  and  the  separate  interests  thereby 
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Connty       created.     One  effect  of  the  opening  of  railways  has  been  to  render  mucli 

,j  Sf    h     ^^  ^^^  traffic  of  a  local  character,  the  roads  being  travelled  on  only  for  a 

EdtPburgD,    g|jQj.j.  distance;  and  to  shift  the  traffic,  in  many  instances,  from  the 

John    M'Con-  turnpike  to  the  statute  labour  roads.     I  should  say  that  very  little  of  the 

nell,  Esq.      traffic  in  Mid-Lothian  was  through  traffic.     There  is  a  good  deal  of  the 

mineral  traffic  which  is  carried  out  of  the  county,  and  much  of  it  avoids 

the  tolls  in  going  towards  railways.     In  my  Report  to  the  county  of 

Haddington,  I  suggested  that  it  might  be  possible  to  reserve  a  power  of 

levying  tolls  on  minerals,  etc.,  equivalent  to  the  damage  caused  to  the 

roads  by  their  transport,  that  being  the  only  way  I  could  conceive  of 

making  an  arrangement  which  would  not  operate  unjustly  on  the  other 

interests  in  the  county.    It  strikes  me  that  the  damage  caused  by  the 

mineral  traffic,  is  one  of  the  chief  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  abolitioa 

of  tolls. 

Supposing  tolls  were  abolished,  I  would  not  take  upon  me  to  suggest 
what  would  be  the  fairest  system- as  a  substitute  ;  but  I  am  very  much 
against  a  tax  on  horses.  I  think  it  would  operate  prejudicially,  and 
cause  great  disputes,  particularly  if  a  differential  rate  were  imposed,  and 
any  other  would  be  obviously  unfair,  because  the  damage  done  to  the 
road  by  horses  employed  in  carting  on  the  road  is  very  great,  while  those 
employed  in  agriculture,  being  less  on  the  road,  do  comparatively  far 
less  damage.  I  calculate  that  every  horse  drawing  a  cart-load  of  a  ton 
weight  along  the  road  in  this  county,  injures  the  road  to  the  extent  of 
about  three  farthings  per  mile.  The  toll-bars  immediately  around  Edin- 
burgh produce  nearly  naif  the  whole  revenue.  I  wiU  furnish  a  Return  of 
the  nature  of  the  traffic  passing  through  these  bars. 

In  every  case  with  which  I  am  acquainted,  the  income  raised  at  the 
tolls  has  been  hitherto  found  sufficient  for  the  maintenance  of  the  roads  ; 
and  they  are  at  present  generally  in  good  repair. 
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County       STATEMENT  showing  the  Progressive  Effect  on  the  Toll  Revenues  of 
Edinburflh  *^®  County  of  Mid-Lothian,  produced  by  the  Opening  of  the  Various 

Lines  of  Railway  passing  through  that  County. 

John    M'Con- 

"®"'  ^'^-  (Handed  in  by  Mr  M'Connell.) 


1835-36 
36-37 

37-38 
38-39 
39-40 


40-41 
41-42 

42-43 
43-44 
44-45 
45-46 


46-47 


47-48 


48-49 


49-50 
50-51 
51-52 


52-58 


BkMARKS. 


Full  Rates  levied, 

Rates  on  Carts,  etc.,  reduced  to  three- 
fourths,  except  on  the  Cvamond  District, 

No  change,  

Do 

Rates  reduced  to  one-half  (on  Carts),  all 
restrictions  on  Weights  removed  (Cra- 
mond  District  excepted),    . 

No  change, 

Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  Railway  partially 
opened, 

Do.,  extended  operations, 

No  change, 

Increase  of  General  Traffic,    . 

Increase  of  General  Traffic  would  have 
been  greater  but  for  opening  of  Granton 
Railway, 

Berwick  Railway  opened.  Extended  ope- 
rations, Granton  Railway.  Reduction 
of  Rates  (lost  £300)  on  Coaches  on 
Cramond  District,       .... 

Edinburgh  and  Northern  Railway  opened. 
Extended  operations  North  British. 
Partial  opening  Hawick  Branch.  Cale- 
donian Railway  opened, 

Extension  of  Hawick  Branch.  Increased 
effect  of  Granton  and  Caledonian 
Railways.  Additional  Toll  of  One 
Penny  imposed  on  Carts,  on  1st  Jan- 
uary 1849,  Calculated  to  increase  the 
Revenue  in  4}  Months  by  £600, . 

Additional  Id.  on  Carts.  Restriction  on 
Weights.     Cramond  District  removed. 

Rates  in  Cramond  District  reduced  to  an 
equality  with  Rates  in  other  Districts, 

Change  in  deviation  of  Coal  Traffic — con- 
sequent escape  from  Toll.  Removal 
of  Pitt  Street  and  Bellevue  Toll  Bars 
to  Canonmills, 

No  change, 

Carry  Forward, 


Rental. 


Loss 
from 
open- 
ing of 
Rail- 
ways, 
etc. 


£ 

39,131 

34,087 
36,715 
37,153 


31,401 
33,894 

30,855 
28,785 
28,869 
30,329 


31,379 


28,085 


23,189 


20,591 
22,358 
21,426 


20,634 
20,559 


1^ 


1000 
2000 


3000 


4900 


3000 


13,900 


Notes  of  Evidence. 


Loss 

from 

opcD- 

B£MA.BKS. 

Rental. 

ingof 
Rail- 
ways, 

etc. 

£ 

£ 

Brought  Forward, 

13,900 

1853-54 

New^  Toll   Bars   erected.     General    in- 

crease of  Traffic,         .... 

21,472 

64-65 

Peebles  Coaches  stopped.     Removal  of 

Whitehouse  Toll-bar, 

21,080 

66-56 

Peebles   Railway  opened.    Removal  of 
Bars  beyond  Parliamentary  Bounds  of 
City.    Lasswade  and    Cramond  Dis- 

tricts,          

19,006 

800 

56-57 

No  change.    (Including  Paving  Rates), 

18,909 

57-58 

Do.                           Do. 

Total  Loss  of  Revenue  consequent  on 
the  opening  of  Railways  smce  the 

18,440 

year  1841.     May  be  estimated  at. 

per  annum, 

14,700 

County 
ot 

Edinburgh. 

John    M*Cou. 
nell,  Esq. 


Wednesday,  9th  February  1859. 


MEMBERS  PRESE19T. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.  |  Right  Honble.  Sir  J.  McNeill. 

Sir  James  Fergusson,  Bart. 

MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  m.  William  Logan  White^  Esq.,  of  Kellerstain,  Examined : — 

I  am  an  acting  Trustee  in  two  of  the  districts  of  the  county  of  Edin-  William  Logan 
burgh,  and  have  taken  considerable  interest  in  the  management  for  White,  Esq. 
between  30  and  40  years.  Previous  to  Mr  M'Connell's  appointment,  each 
district  had  its  own  staff  for  the  management  of  the  roads ;  since  then,  they 
have  been  all  under  his  charge,  and  sub-surveyors  named  by  him.  I  think 
this  has  been  an  improvement,  and  has,  upon  the  whole,  tended  to  economy. 
A  large  portion  of  the  debt  has  been  paid  off,  mainly  owin^  to  the  opera- 
tion of  the  local  Act.  The  debt  which  existed  in  1836,  principally  arose 
from  costly  operations,  through  a  long  course  of  years,  in  remodelling  the 
roads ;  as  far  as  I  can  recollect,  it  never  much  exceeded  L.100,000 ;  it  is  now 
less  than  L.  10,000.  The  condition  of  the  roads  has,  at  the  same  time,  been 
much  improved,  and  the  rate  of  toll,  leviable  under  the  statute,  greatly  re- 
duced. Before  the  present  Act  passed,  there  was  less  control  over  the 
districts,  in  regard  to  expending  money  and  contracting  debt.  Upon  the 
whole,  I  think  the  present  system  of  management  works  extremely  well, 
and  I  cannot  imagine  one  that  would  work  more  suitably  in  this  county. 
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County       I  may  add,  that  I  believe  this  to  be,  almost  without  exception,  the  opinioa 
of  of  the  other  Trustees  in  the  county. 

Edinburgh.        jj^^  duties  of  the  district  clerk  are  to  call  the  meetings,  keep  the  minutes, 
"William  Logan  conduct  correspondence,  take  charge  of  the  bank  account,  and  make  out 
White,  Esq.    an  annual  account  of  intromissions  to  be  submitted  to  the  general  meeting- 
He  also  conducts  any  law  business,  for  which  he  makes  a  separate  charge. 
In  the  two  districts  with  which  I  am  connected  (Ck)rstorphine  and  Calder), 
I  should  say  that  the  turnpike  gates  are  so  disposed  as  to  throw  the 
burden  of  maintaining  the  roads  upon  those  parties  who  use  them  most, 
and  derive  the  greatest  benefit  from  them.    I  believe  that  it  is  distributed 
as  equitably  as  practicable.     I  would  make  a  similar  statement  in  regard 
to  the  whole  of  the  county.     The  object  of  the  Trustees  has  always  been 
to  make  the  tolls  as  little  burdensome  as  possible,  and  therefore,  payment 
at  anyone  of  the  several  bars  immediately  round  Edinburgh,  clears  all  the 
others  for  that  day.     No  second  payment  can  be  demanded  within  a  radius 
of  six  miles  from  the  Tron  Church,  nor  within  a  circuit  of  six  miles  from 
a  bar  where  toll  has  been  paid  in  any  other  part  of  the  county.    The  tolls 
for  loaded  carts  have  been  very  considerably  reduced  of  late  years,  viz., 
from  6d.  to  4d.  and  3d.,  according  as  the  wheels  are  narrow  or  broad,  and 
the  maximum  load  of  34  cwt.,  under  the  statute,  has  been  extended  to  40 
cwt.       Carts    carrying  a  load  imder  a    cwt.  pass  free.       As    applic- 
able to  this  county,  my  deliberate  opinion  is  decidedly  in  favour  of  the  toll 
system .    I  should  state,  as  one  reason,  that,  were  tolls  abolished,  the  burden, 
if  thrown  upon  land,  would  be  so  serious  as  to  operate  oppressively,  and,  I 
think,  inequitably.    I  have  made  calculations  on  the  subject.     The  assess- 
able rental  of  the  county  last  year,  under  the  Valuation  Act,  w^as  about 
L.860,000 — this  sum  is  the  nett  rental,  after  making  the  deductions  allowed 
by  the  various  statutes.     The  ordinary  expenditure  in  connection  with  the 
turnpike  roads  at  present,  cannot  be  taken  at  less  than  L.I  8,000  or  L.19,00O, 
— in  order  to  produce  which,  it  would  be  necessary  to  impose  an  assessment 
upon  rental  amounting  to  at  least  Is.  per  £.    I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
removal  of  the  toll-bars  would  cause  more  traffic,  and,  consequentlv,  an  in- 
creased expenditure — ^probably  equal  to  60  per  cent. ;  and,  were  the  roads 
at  present  maintained  by  a  statute  labour  rate,  to  be  then  received  on  the 
same  footing,  the  whole  burden  would  not,  1  believe,  be  less  than  from 
Is.  8d.  to  2s.  per  £,  or  from  8  to  10  per  cent,  on  the  rental.    In  making 
the  sum  L.  18,000  or  L.  19,000, 1  include  provision  for  a  sinking  fund,  and  the 
cost  of  collection,  as  well  as  the  average  cost  of  permanent  improvements. 
I  also  proceed  on  the  supposition  that  no  additional  burden  were  to  be 
thrown  on  the  burghs.     If  tolls  were  abolished,  I  think  that  the  entire 
roads  and  streets  within  the  county  and  the  burgh  should  be  placed  imder 
one  management.     I  can  hardly  say  how  far  the  abolition  of  the  causeway 
mail  and  customs  duties  would  operate  as  a  relief  to  the  county,  not  know- 
ing their  amount — which,  I  believe,  is  trifling.    If  an  assessment  were 
adopted,  I  am  of  opinion  it  should  fall  upon  occupiers  rather  than  owners 
— certainly  under  the  current  leases. 

I  think  a  further  saving  might  be  effected  by  the  consolidation  of  the 
Cramond  and  Corstorphine  Districts,  but  I  see  no  benefit  likely  to  result 
from  formally  consolidating  the  whole  districts  of  the  county  into  one  Trust. 
They  are  at  present  virtually  one  Trust  for  all  useful  purposes,  while  we 
have  also  the  advantage  of  the  superintendence  of  gentlemen  locally  in- 
terested in  each  district.  The  proposals  of  districts  are  sometimes  rejected 
or  modified  by  the  General  Trustees.  I  consider  the  control  of  the  general 
body  of  Trustees  of  great  advantage ;  it  prevents  anything  like  jobbing ; 
it  has  also  the  effect  of  preserving  unanimity  amongst  the  District  Trustees, 
and  it  ensures  a  uniformity  in  the  accounts.  If  the  toll  system  were 
abolished,  and  the  necessary  funds  raised  by  a  rate,  I  incline  to  think  that 
the  statute  labour  roads  should  be  placed  under  the  same  management  with 
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the  turnpikes.    The  effect  of  conyertiDg  a  number  of  statute  labour  roads       County 
into  turnpikes  has  been,  in  one  or  two  parishes,  to  relieve  them  altogether  ^ 

from  the  payment  of  statute  laboup  money.    In  the  parish  of  Ratho,  for    ^°'°°°'^^°' 
example,  bemg  of  small  extent,  and  intersected  by  two  railways  and  the  William  Logan 
Union  Canal,  as  well  as  traversed  or  skirted  by  the  two  main  roads  to  Glas-    Wkite,  Esq. 
gow,  so  much  was  the  turnpike  traffic  diverted  to  the  few  statute  labour 
roads,  that  the  General  Trustees  adopted  them  as  turnpike  roads,  and  two 
checks  were  placed  across  them.    These  checks  barely  pay  the  expense  of 
keeping  the  bars,  but  they  operate  indirectly  in  preventing  the  evasion 
of  toll. 

If  tolls  were  abolished,  I  think  the  effect  would  be  to  transfer  a  consider* 
able  part  of  the  traffic  from  the  railways  to  the  roads.  I  am  a  director  of 
the  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  Railway.  The  railway  directors  would 
strenuously  resist  the  abolition  of  tolls,  after  having  already  advanced  large 
sums  to  the  Turnpike  Trustees  as  com*pensation.  I  have  no  doubt  the  toll 
revenue  of  this  county  has  been  very  greatly  diminished  by  the  operation 
of  the  railways.  In  the  Corstorphine  District  especially,  the  ordinary  ave- 
rage income  was  L.3000  until  1842,  when  the  opening  of  the  Edinburgh 
and  Glasgow  Railway  at  once  reduced  it  to  L.1400,  at  which  it  now  stands. 
A  further  diminution  of  revenue,  though  not  very  serious,  may  still  result 
from  the  formation  of  railway  branches.  Railways  frequently  affect  the 
traffic  of  roads  which  are  not  parallel  to  them,  by  diverting  the  traffic  into 
new  channels.  One  result  of  the  railways  has,  no  doubt,  been  to  render 
the  traffic  on  the  roads  much  more  of  the  nature  of  local  than  through 
traffic. 

At  present,  under  the  toll  system,  it  is  freouently  alleged,  on  the  part  of 
the  city,  that  it  contributes  very  largely  to  the  support  of  the  roads ;  and 
the  bars  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  city,  certainly  raise  above 
one-half  of  the  total  revenue — ^the  allegation  being,  that  the  entire  burden 
is  borne  by  the  consunier.  I  think  they  could  not  consistently  object  to 
bearing  a  very  large  portion  of  the  burden  of  the  roads  under  an  assess- 
ment, and  without  their  so  sharing  it,  the  burden  would  be  extremely 
oppressive^ 

The  present  cost  of  collection  under  the  toll  system  is  about  10  per  cent. 
The  cost  of  collecting  the  other  county  rates  is  about  4^  per  cent.  I  do 
not  consider  that  any  scheme  could  be  devised  which  would  be,  on  the 
whole,  an  improvement  on  the  present  system.  I  do  not  regard  the  system 
of  collection  by  toll  as  any  great  practical  grievance ;  at  the  same  time, 
could  any  method  be  substituted  which  shomd  abolish  tolls,  and  provide 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  roads,  without  increasing  the  burden  upon  the 
land,  it  would  be  generally  deemed  so  far  a  benefit  to  the  country. 

I  do  not  think  it  would  be  desirable,  while  the  present  system  lasts,  to 
make  any  change  in  the  managing  body  as  established  by  the  local  Act. 


No.  rv.  Mr  Alexander  Scott,  Farmer,  Craiglockhart,  Examined : — 

I  ooeupy  an  extensive  farm  in  the  parish  of  Colinton,  2}  miles  from  Mr  A.  Scott. 
Edinburgh.  I  have  a  good  deal  of  traffic  upon  the  tiirnpike  roads.  I 
send  most  of  my  produce  into  Edinburgh,  and  cart  out  principally  manure. 
There  is  a  railway  station  close  to  my  farm,  and  I  send  potatoes  and  seed 
grain  westward  and  southward  by  the  railway.  As  far  as  I  ann  concerned, 
the  nulway  has  not  materially  affected  my  traffic  on  the  turnpike  road.  I 
keep  13  horses  for  farm  work.  I  put  in  a  statement  for  the  last  twelve 
months,  frt>m  which  it  appears  that  my  tolls  have  cost  me  L.22,  lOs.  lOd., 
which  is  exclusive  of  all  personal  tolls,  or  tolls  paid  for  my  family.  I  sell 
annually,  by  public  roup  on  the  ground,  about  30  acres,  or,  on  an  average, 
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County       I  may  add,  that  I  bcheVB  fK^^  ,^..  -        .^  ^  ^^^  ^    ty,^ 

Edinburgh,    ^^i^ri,^^  -^  •*'..»  '^^^^  P^y  ^^"  g^i"^  ^"- 

*^  ^^**"*'  '  ■       .^;;V>»'g  less  than  one  toll  for 

William  Logan  cond'  ^  ^   :^-'1>Jon^  tolls:  I  consider  my  pay- 

."'•X*>^;,!*^/»^^!S/ rent,  as  stated  in  the  Valua- 


W'liite,  Esq.    an 


^"^  .    •■   -.   ^"'■/i'^^i'r/i'^siiould  get  a  higher  price  for 

J  -.'-.;•  ;.-A''5,;^'^^'.' for  statute  labour,  being  for  4 J 

' '      '      .^^K^' '^'//^/ika'^s,  the  rate  being  18s.  per  plough- 

-•  .»    '       •^^»/*p^>j^''^n  horses  other  than  agricultural,  and 

%    •  *'     r.   *    ^••'//j'^'^r^^  jirelling-house  non-agricultural.      The 

*"    ''**jkii^!^  ap^  M  arrangemeht,  and  do  not  depend  on  the 
-'^  .4  *T*S.  ^:  Sin  oi?  'r  .r  ^i^.-^uJ  1 *      rru^  «*r4,w^  labour 

value 
one  may 

ISi'"'"^'-'/**^'*'rsum  ^^^^  ^^®  other.      The  revenue  from  statute 

^bc^^f  *  ^^of  Colinton  amounted  last  year  to  L.67,  6s.  6d.— the 

h^"^  %th^  Pufn<'  l"'^^>   l^s.  ;   horses,  L.20,    2s.;    dwelling-houses, 

l*^%I»tes  •^'ji  caniage,  gig,  and  saddle  horses,  and  all  houses  under  L.2 

oloog^  ^. ;  ^jgnipt  from  payment.     It  varies  in  amount  with   the 

f%ni  '^'"£es  fecP^  ^^  *^®  pansh.    The  expense  of  collection  is  L.6,  the 

j0bet^^^^^i\\e  Inspector  of  Poor;  and  the  expense  of  surveyors' 

^Hector  ^/  printing,  etc.,  to  a  further  sum  of  L.6,  10s.     The  whole 


st&ed  traffic 
jflcreas    ^-  raising  the  rate  of  assessment.     This  is  caused  by  the  increase 

^r ^^^utiictures  in  the  parish.    These  manufactories  get  their  coals  and  raw 
tSffals,  and  send  away  their  manufactures,  by  railway,  and  pay  no  toll. 

''^I  have  long  heen  of  opinion  that  tolls  are  a  clumsy  expedient  for  making 
tbose  who  use  the  roads  pay  for  them.  As  an  illustration,  I  may  state 
that  my  neighbour,  Mr  Adam  Curror,  who  has  a  farm  1^  miles  from  Edin- 
burgh, pays  no  tolls.  I  am  2^  miles  from  town,  and  every  load  must  pay. 
The  tenant  in  Easter  Gurrie  Farm,  who  travels  over  six  miles,  only  pays  one 
toll,  his  neighbour  in  Wester  Currie  Farm,  only  100  yards  distant,  cannot 
get  to  Edinburgh  without  paying  two  tolls.  D.  Chalmers  &  Company, 
papermakers,  Katesmill,  have  a  very  large  amount  of  traffic,  both  on  parish 
and  turnpike  roads,  and  they  pay  no  toll  between  the  mill  and  the  railway 
station — they  use  at  least  l|  miles  of  road.  Mr  Wallace  at  West  Mill,  and 
Mr  Scott  at'Mossie  Mill,  both  extensive  papermakers,  distant  about  three 
miles  from  the  railway  station,  pay  no  toll  on  the  traffic  to  the  railway 
station.  These  cases  are  all  witnin  my  own  neighbourhood.  I  think  the 
interests  of  the  roads  in  Colinton  suffer  from  the  want  of  resident  Trustees, 
but  the  inequalities,  of  which  I  have  given  illustrations,  arise  from  the 
system  of  tolls,  and  not  from  the  want  of  resident  Trustees.  To  ensure 
equality  under  the  toll  system,  you  would  require  to  plant  the  tolls  so 
thick  that  the  expense  of  collection  would  absorb  a  great  part  of  the 
revenue.  I  should  state  that  I  consider  my  tolls  to  be  above  the  average 
payment  of  farmers,  because  I  am  very  much  hemmed  in  by  tolls.  If  an 
assessment  were  substituted  for  tolls,  my  own  view  has  always  been,  that 
the  most  equitable  mode  of  raising  the  money  necessary  for  maintaining 
the  roads,  would  be  by  a  mixed  rating,  levied  partly  on  horses  non-agri- 
cultural, and  partly  on  heritages.  We  never  found  any  difficulty  in  dealing 
with  a  rate  on  horses  in  our  parish.  I  very  much  doubt  whether  the  with- 
drawal of  the  tolls  would  cause  any  such  increase  of  traffic  on  the  roads, 
as  would  materially  augment  the  expense  of  maintenance. 

I  cannot  say  that  we  find  the  causeway  mail  and  custom  dues  paid  to 
the  city  of  Edinburgh  peculiarly  oppressive,  but  it  would,  no  doubt,  be  an 
advantage  if  they  were  done  away. 
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I  am  of  opinion  that,  in  any  change  of  system,  the  burden  of  providing  County 

for  the  extinction  of  debt  should  be  laid  exclusively  on  the  proprietors.  ^ 

With  regard  to  new  roads  and  extensive  improvements,  if  the  biirden  be  ^^'°^°^^"' 

laid  upon  the  occupiers,  I  think  it  should  be  extended  over  a  series  Mr  A.' Scott, 
of  years. 


No.  Y.  John  Dickson,  Esq.,  Farmer,  Saughton  Mains,  Examined  : — 

I  reside  at  Saughton  Mains,  three  miles  from  Edinburgh.  Greater  part  ^^^^  Dick- 
of  my  produce  is  carted  to  Edinburgh.  I  have  a  station  near  me  at  CJor-  *^°»  ^^' 
storphine^  but  only  use  the  railway  for  traffic  westward.  I  cart  back 
manure,  distillery  refuse,  etc.,  from  Edinburgh;  principally  manure.  There 
is  a  toll  between  me  and  Edinburgh,  and  I  pay,  as  near  as  possible,  about 
L.50  per  annum,  or  4d.  per  pound  on  my  rental.  I  sell  about  30  acres  of 
turnips  generally,  the  tolls  on  which  I  do  not  pay,  these  would  amount  to 
about  L.7  or  L.8.  The  L.50  is  exclusive  of  the  sum  paid  as  causeway 
mail  and  customs.  I  have  eight  pairs  of  farm  horses.  The  burden  of 
tolls  falls  heavier  on  me  than  on  many  other  farmers  at  a  distance  from 
Edinburgh,  the  system  of  farming  being  different,  as  we  sell  all  our  hay 
and  straw,  which  otherwise  would  be  consumed  on  the  farm.  My  neigh- 
bour at  Gorgie  uses  the  road  as  much  as  I  do,  but,  being  within  the  toll 
bar,  he  pays  nothing  in  going  to  Edinburgh.  I  have  another  farm  in 
Perthshire,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Kinbuck,  where  I  keep  four  pairs  of 
horses,  and  where  from  the  vicinity  of  the  railway  station,  1  do  not  pay 
lOs.  a-year  for  tolls.  I  pay,  in  the  county  of  Edinburgh,  L.IO  odds  for 
statute  labour,  in  the  parish  of  Gorstorphine. 

I  consider  the  present  sjstem  of  tolls,  upon  the  whole,  most  objectionable, 
and  a  great  waste  of  public  money.  I  have  the  experience  of  Argyleshire, 
where  the  sum  levied  for  maintaining  the  roads  is  6d.  per  £,  but  I  do  not 
grudge  it.  The  rate  is  levied  half  upon  owners  and  half  on  occupiers.  Be- 
sides the  turnpike  bars  are  a  source  of  annoyance  and  delay.  Even  as  a  ques- 
tion of  equity,  I  do  not  consider  that  the  turnpike  system  answers  the  object 
of  making  parties  pay  in  proportion  to  the  benefit  they  derive  from  the  road. 
Mj  brother  at  Hermiston  drives  over  six  miles  of  road,  and  pays  no  more 
than  I  do,  using  only  three.  In  the  case  of  an  assessment,  I  should  think 
the  most  eq^uitable  footing  would  be,  to  place  it  partly  on  the  rental  of  land, 
and  partly  on  horses  non-agricultural.  I  do  npt  think  an  attempt  to 
classify,  and  put  a  different  rate  on  different  kinds  of  lands  and  heritages, 
would  operate  equitably.  I  do  not  think  there  would  be  any  difficulty  in 
determining  as  to  what  horses  were  non-agricultural.  I  womd  include  all 
which  are  worked  for  hire.  I  ai6  aware  that  greater  distances  are  often 
travelled  by  our  servants,  in  order  to  avoid  toUs,  unknown  to  us,  and  to 
the  injury  of  our  horses.  I  consider  it  would  be  quite  fair  that  the  occu- 
pier should  bear  the  burden  of  any  new  assessment  which  might  be  im- 
posed in  lieu  of  tolls. 
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County       I  may  add,  that  I  believe  this  to  be,  almost  without  exception,  the  opinion 
J^  of  the  other  Trustees  in  the  county. 

Edinburgh.        r^^^  ^^^j^g  ^£  ^j^^  district  clerk  are  to  call  the  meetings,  keep  the  minutes, 

"William  Logan  conduct  correspondence,  take  charge  of  the  bank  account,  and  make  out 
White,  Esq.    an  annual  account  of  intromissions  to  be  submitted  to  the  general  meeting. 
He  also  conducts  any  law  business,  for  which  he  makes  a  separate  charge. 
In  the  two  districts  with  which  I  am  connected  (Corstorphine  and  Calder), 
I  should  say  that  the  turnpike  gates  are  so  disposed  as  to  throw  the 
burden  of  maintaining  the  roads  upon  those  parties  who  use  them  most, 
and  derive  the  greatest  benefit  from  them.    I  believe  that  it  is  distributed 
as  equitably  as  practicable.     I  would  make  a  similar  statement  in  regard 
to  the  whole  of  the  county.     The  object  of  the  Trustees  has  always  been 
to  make  the  tolls  as  little  burdensome  as  possible,  and  therefore,  payment 
at  any  one  of  the  several  bars  immediately  round  Edinburgh,  clears  all  the 
^  others  for  that  day.     No  second  payment  can  be  demanded  within  a  radius 

of  six  miles  from  the  Tron  Church,  nor  within  a  circuit  of  six  miles  from 
a  bar  where  toll  has  been  paid  in  any  other  part  of  the  county.  The  tolls 
for  loaded  carts  have  been  very  considerably  reduced  of  late  years,  viz., 
from  6d.  to  4d.  and  3d.,  according  as  the  wheels  are  narrow  or  broad,  and 
the  maximum  load  of  34  cwt.,  under  the  statute,  has  been  extended  to  40 
cwt.  Carts  carrying  a  load  under  a  cwt.  pass  free.  As  applic- 
able to  this  county,  my  deliberate  opinion  is  decidedly  in  favour  of  the  toll 
system.  I  should  state,  as  one  reason,  that,  were  tolls  abolished,  the  burden, 
if  thrown  upon  land,  would  be  so  serious  as  to  operate  oppressively,  and,  I 
'  think,  inequitably.     I  have  made  calculations  on  the  sul^ect.     The  assess- 

able rental  of  the  county  last  year,  under  the  Valuation  Act,  was  about 
L.360,000 — this  sum  is  thenett  rental,  after  making  the  deductions  allowed 
by  the  various  statutes.  The  ordinary  expenditure  in  connection  with  the 
turnpike  roads  at  present,  cannot  be  taken  at  less  than  L.I  8,000  or  L.l  9,000, 
— in  order  to  produce  which,  it  would  be  necessary  to  impose  an  assessment 
upon  rental  amounting  to  at  least  Is.  per  £.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
removal  of  the  toll-bars  would  cause  more  traffic,  and,  consequentlv,  an  in- 
creased expenditure — ^probably  equal  to  50  per  cent. ;  and,  were  tue  roads 
at  present  maintained  by  a  statute  labour  rate,  to  be  then  received  on  the 
same  footing,  the  whole  burden  would  not,  1  believe,  be  less  than  from 
Is.  8d.  to  2s.  per  £,  or  from  8  to  10  per  cent,  on  the  rental.  In  making 
the  sum  L.18,000  or  L.  1 9,000, 1  include  provision  for  a  sinking  fund,  and  the 
cost  of  collection,  as  well  as  the  average  cost  of  permanent  improvements. 
I  also  proceed  on  the  supposition  that  no  additional  burden  were  to  be 
thrown  on  the  burghs.  If  tolls  were  abolished,  I  think  that  the  entire 
roads  and  streets  within  the  county  and  the  burgh  should  be  placed  under 
one  management.  I  can  hardly  say  how  far  the  abolition  of  the  causeway 
mail  and  customs  duties  would  operate  as  a  relief  to  the  county,  not  know- 
ing their  amount — which,  I  believe,  is  trifling.  If  an  assessment  were 
adopted,  I  am  of  opinion  it  should  fall  upon  occupiers  rather  than  owners 
— certainly  under  the  current  leases. 

I  think  a  further  saving  might  be  effected  by  the  consolidation  of  the 
Cramond  and  Corstorphine  Districts,  but  I  see  no  benefit  likely  to  result 
from  formally  consolidating  the  whole  districts  of  the  county  into  one  Trust. 
They  are  at  present  virtually  one  Trust  for  all  useful  purposes,  while  we 
have  also  the  advantage  of  the  superintendence  of  gentlemen  locally  in- 
terested in  each  district.  The  proposals  of  districts  are  sometimes  rejected 
or  modified  by  the  General  Trustees.  I  consider  the  control  of  the  general 
body  of  Trustees  of  great  advantage ;  it  prevents  anything  like  jobbing ; 
it  has  also  the  effect  of  preserving  unanimity  amongst  the  District  Trustees, 
and  it  ensures  a  uniformity  in  the  accounts.  If  the  toll  system  were 
abolished,  and  the  necessary  funds  raised  by  a  rate,  I  incline  to  think  that 
the  statute  labour  roads  should  be  placed  under  the  same  management  with 
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the  turnpikes.    The  effect  of  convertiDg  a  number  of  statute  labour  roads       County 
into  turnpikes  has  been,  in  one  or  two  parishes,  to  relieve  them  altogether  ^ 

from  the  payment  of  statute  labour  money.     In  the  parish  of  Ratho,  for    -Eainburgh. 
example,  being  of  small  extent,  and  intersected  by  two  railways  and  the  William  Logan 
Union  Canal,  as  well  as  traversed  or  skirted  by  the  two  main  roads  to  Glas-    Wkite,  Esq. 
gow,  so  much  was  the  turnpike  traffic  diverted  to  the  few  statute  laboiur 
roads,  that  the  General  Trustees  adopted  them  as  turnpike  roads,  and  two 
checks  were  placed  across  them.    These  checks  barely  pay  the  expense  of 
keeping  the  bars,  but  they  operate  indirectly  in  preventing  the  evasion 
of  toll. 

If  tolls  were  abolished,  I  think  the  effect  would  be  to  transfer  a  consider* 
able  part  of  the  traffic  from  the  railways  to  the  roads.  I  am  a  director  of 
the  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  Railway.  The  railway  directors  would 
strenuously  resist  the  abolition  of  tolls,  after  having  already  advanced  large 
sums  to  the  Turnpike  Trustees  as  com'pensation.  1  have  no  doubt  the  toll 
revenue  of  this  county  has  been  very  greatly  diminished  by  the  operation 
of  the  railways.  In  tne  Corstorphine  District  especially,  the  ordinary  ave- 
rage income  was  L.3000  until  1842,  when  the  opening  of  the  Edinburgh 
and  Glasgow  Railway  at  once  reduced  it  to  L.1400,  at  v\rhich  it  now  stands. 
A  further  diminution  of  revenue,  though  not  very  serious,  mav  still  result 
from  the  formation  of  railway  branches.  Railways  frequently  affect  the 
traffic  of  roads  which  are  not  parallel  to  them,  by  diverting  the  traffic  into 
new  channels.  One  result  of  the  railwavs  has,  no  doubt,  been  to  render 
the  traffic  on  the  roads  much  more  of  the  nature  of  local  than  through 
traffic. 

At  present,  under  the  toll  system,  it  is  frequently  alleged,  on  the  part  of 
the  city,  that  it  contributes  very  largely  to  the  support  of  the  roads ;  and 
the  bars  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  city,  certainly  raise  above 
one-half  of  the  total  revenue — ^the  allegation  being,  that  the  entire  burden 
is  borne  by  the  consumer.  I  think  they  could  not  consistently  object  to 
bearing  a  very  large  portion  of  the  burden  of  the  roads  under  an  assess- 
ment, and  without  their  so  sharing  it,  the  burden  would  be  extremely 
oppressive^ 

The  present  cost  of  collection  under  the  toll  system  is  about  10  per  cent. 
The  cost  of  collecting  the  other  county  rates  is  about  4^  per  cent.  I  do 
not  consider  that  any  scheme  could  be  devised  which  would  be,  on  the 
whole,  an  improvement  on  the  present  system.  I  do  not  regard  the  system 
of  collection  by  toll  as  any  great  practical  grievance ;  at  the  same  time, 
could  any  method  be  substituted  which  shoiSd  abolish  tolls,  and  provide 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  roads,  without  increasing  the  burden  upon  the 
land,  it  would  be  generally  deemed  so  far  a  benefit  to  the  country. 

I  do  not  think  it  would  be  desirable,  while  the  present  system  lasts,  to 
make  any  change  in  the  managing  body  as  established  by  the  local  Act. 


No.  IV.  Mr  Alexander  Scott,  Farmer,  Craiglockhart,  Examined  :— 

I  ocenpy  an  extensive  farm  in  the  parish  of  Colinton,  2)  miles  from  Mr  A.  Scott. 
Edinburgh.  I  have  a  good  deal  of  traffic  upon  the  turnpike  roads.  I 
send  most  of  my  produce  into  Edinburgh,  and  cart  out  principally  manure. 
There  is  a  railway  station  close  to  my  farm,  and  I  send  potatoes  and  seed 
grain  westward  and  southward  by  the  railway.  As  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
the  ndlway  has  not  materially  affected  my  traffic  on  the  turnpike  road.  I 
keep  13  horses  for  farm  work.  I  put  in  a  statement  for  the  last  twelve 
months,  from  which  it  appears  that  my  tolls  have  cost  me  L.22,  10s.  lOd., 
which  is  exclusive  of  all  personal  tolls,  or  tolls  paid  for  my  family.  I  sell 
annually^  by  public  roup  on  the  ground,  about  30  acres,  or,  on  an  average. 
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County      to  the  streets  within  the  city  of  Edinburgh  are  rather  in  an  anomalon 
^f  gtate  from  the  fact  that  the  assessing  powers  of  the  Board,  and  thf  obliga- 

EdiDburgb.  ^j^^^  ^^^  j^  ^^  maintain  the  streets,  are  not  co-extensive.  The  powers  of 
William  Dan-  assessment  extend  to  the  whole  district  within  the  toll-bars  adjacent  to  the 
cau,  Esq.  city,  while  the  obligation  to  maintain  the  streets  does  not  extend  to  all 
the  streets  within  that  district.  The  toll-bars  are  generally  placed  at  the 
parliamentary  boundaiies  of  the  city.  Another  anomaly  is,  that  the 
Paving  Board  maintains  portions  of  Leith  Walk,  and  of  streets  from  the 
northern  end  of  Leith  Walk  to  the  northern  end  of  the  Easter  Road,  and 
of  the  Easter  Road,  all  situated  beyond  the  parliamentary  boundaries  of 
Edinburgh,  and  within  the  parliamentary  boundaries  of  the  town  of  Leith, 
while  the  Leith  Paving  Board  levies  and  retains  the  statute  labour  money 
from  the  parties  resident  along  these  streets  and  roads,  so  that  the  Edin- 
burgh Board  maintains  those  roads,  while  the  Leith  Board  receives  the 
money.  There  is  this  further  anomalous  arrangement,  that  the  Connty 
Road  Trustees  maintain  certain  roads  running  into  the  city  of  Edinburgh, 
while  the  Edinburgh  Paving  Board  levies  and  retains  the  statute  labour 
money  from  the  parties  residing  in  them,  excepting  those  portions  of  the 
money  which  are  paid  over  to  the  Count v  Road  Trustees,  under  the  pro- 
visions relative  to  the  removal  of  the  toll-bars  beyond  the  parliamentary 
boundaries  of  the  city,  contained  in  the  Edinburgh  Roads  Act  of 
1854. 

Under  the  Act  of  9  &  10  Vict.,  cap.  365,  the  assessment,  in  respect  of 
the  conversion  of  statute  labour  is  limited  to  4d.  per  £  of  the  rental  or 
yearly  value  of  the  premises,  in  respect  of  the  occupation  of  which  parties 
are  liable  for  the  assessment.     At  present  the  rate  levied  is  S^d.  per  £ 
of  the  real  rent.     The  real  rent  is  that  stated  in  the  Valuation  Roll. 
The  gross  amount  of  the  assessments  collected  for  the  year  ending  15th 
May  1858  was  L.8472,  5s.  lOd.,  and  the  commission  paid  to  the  collector 
was  L.4d6,  I7s.  O^d.    This  amount,  however,  includes  not  only  the  statute 
labour  conversion  money,  but  also  a  temporary  paving  rate  of  2d.  per  £ 
of  the  rental,  paid  under  a  special  provision  of  the  Act,  by  owners  ot 
houses  in  what  are  termed  private  streets,  and  which  will  cease  at  Whit- 
sunday 1861,  in  reference  to  all  such  streets  as  came  under  the  Board  in 
1846  and  1847.     By  Whitsunday  1861,  the  Board  must  have  set  apart  a 
sum  of  L.10,000  to  provide  for  the  future  maintenance  of  those  streets. 
The  sum  of  L.7796,  7s.  has  been  already  appropriated  for  this  purpose. 
Besides  the  conversion  statute  labour  money,  and  the  paving  rate  on  pri- 
vate streets,  collected  by  the  Paving  Board,  there  is  another  fund  appli- 
cable to  the  repair  of  streets  in  Edinburgh,  called  causeway  mail  or  duty 
on  shod  Carts.     It  is  a  duty  leviable  upon  horses,  carts,  carriages,  etc., 
conveying  goods,  etc.,  into  the  city.      The  revenue  under  this  head 
amounted  last  year  to  L.1607f  4s.  2^d.     It  is  collected  by  the  dty 
chamberlain.    The  cost  of  collection  last  year  was  L.446,  3s.  9j^d.    The 
free  proceeds  were  paid  over  to  the  Paving  Board.    The  citizens  contri- 
bute indirectly  towards  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  county  roads,  in  so  far 
as  they  pay  toll  duties  when  using  the  roads,  but  the  amount  cannot  now 
be  so  much  as  formerly,  when  several  of  the  toll-bars  were  within  the  par- 
liamentary boundaries  of  the  city. 

If  the  system  of  toll-bars  were  abolished,  I  do  not  think  that  the  dty  of 
Edinburgh  could  be  fairly  called  upon  to  contribute  to  the  expense  of  the 
county  roads,  the  burden  of  maintaining  the  roads  and  streets  in  the  city 
being,  as  I  believe,  heavier  in  proportion  than  the  burden  falling  upon  the 
county  for  its  roads.  For  that  and  other  reasons  I  do  not  think  it  would 
be  necessary  to  find  any  substitute  for  any  toll  duties  that  mitj  be  now 
paid  by  the  citizens  to  the  county  Trusts.  The  proportion  of  toll  duties 
paid  in  former  years  by  the  citizens,  was,  I  believe,  much  greater  than  the 
expense  of  maintaining  the  portions  of  the  county  roads  used  bj  the  citi- 
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aens;  and  this,  prior  to  the  Act  of  18M,  remoyiog  the  toll-bars  to  the      Comity 
pariiiuneniary  boimdaries»  was  matter  of  great  complaint  on  the  part  of   _. ,.  Pf,. 
the  citizens.    As  the  citizens  maintain  nearly  40  miles  of  roads  and  streets    ^^^^ibugfa. 
which  are  open,  without  tolls,  to  the  use  of  persons  from  the  county,  I  'WiUUim  Don- 
think  the  citizens  should  not  be  called  on  to  contribute  to  the  maintenance     can,  Esq. 
of  roads  in  the  county.    The  only  contribution  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
county  to  the  maintenance  of  the  city  streets  and  roads,  is,  the  portion  of 
the  causeway  mail  which  they  paj ;  but  the  amount  must  be  very  small, 
as  carts  conreying  home  produce  mto  the  city,  are  exempt  from  the  dut^. 
The  customs  on  bestial,  etc.,  paid  bv  these  parties,  go  to  the  city  fun^ 
and  are  not  api>licable  to  the  upholding  of  the  roads.    I  think  if  tolls 
were  abolished,  it  Would  be  matter  for  fair  and  equitable  arrangement^ 
what  modifications  should  take  place  on  the  causeway  mail  and  customs. 
In  the  erent  of  an  assessment  system  in  the  county  being  substituted  for 
tolls,  and  on  the  supposition  that  the  rate  of  the  assessment  on  lands  in 
the  county  should  amount  to  Is.  per  £,  I  would  consider  it  a  fidr  arrange- 
ment that  the  county  should  be  relieved  in  future  from  upholding  those 
portions  of  road  now  maintained  by  them,  within  the  parliamentary 
boundaries  of  the  city, — ^the  Paving  Board  thereupon  retaining  the  statute 
labour  money  presently  collected  and  paid  over  to  the  county,  and  being 
freed  of  the  burden  of  maintaining  any  portions  of  roads  within  the  par- 
liamentary boundaries  of  Leith.    I  do  not  consider  that  it  would  be  de- 
arable  to  amalgamate  the  county  and  city  of  Edinburgh  for  the  manage- 
ment of  the  roads. 

In  addition  to  the  assessments  paid  by  the  city  of  Edinburgh  to  the 
Paring  Board  for  upholding  the  streets,  owners  of  houses,  etc.,  have  also 
to  maintain  the  pavements  in  front  of  their  properties.  They  are  also 
liable  under  the  Police  Acts  to  make  and  maintain  the  drains  in  the 
streets.  I  should  not  look  upon  an  equal  or  uniform  rate  for  the  whole 
cf  Scotland,  town  and  county,  as  unfair,  provided  the  imposition  of  the 
late  was  preceded  hj  the  ascertainment,  on  fair  and  just  principles,  of  the 
value  of  tiie  respective  interests  in  the  assessable  subjects,  of  liwdlord  and 
tenant,  fiar  and  life-renter, etc.,  in  respect  of  which  these  several  classes  of 
tbe  community  would  be  liable  to  contribute  towards  the  rate.  I  think 
that  a  landlord  who  receives  L.500  of  rent  for  a  farm  or  a  shop,  and  a 
temmt  who  pays  that  sum,  are  differently  situated,  and  that  the  value  of 
tlieir  interests  in  the  farm  or  shop,  as  parties  liable  to  contribute  towards 
a  rate,  are  not  the  same.  The  difference  between  the  value  of  the  inter- 
ests of  owners  of  houses  and  owners  of  land  would  require  to  be  taken  Into 
sceount,  in  fixing  the  amount  on  which  Ihe  rate,  as  regards  these  parties 
ittpeetively,  would  be  assessed.  Besides,  I  see  practical  difficulties  in  re- 
giid  to  a  uniform  rate,  in  as  much  as  the  rate  which  might  be  sufficient 
for  a  county  might  not  suffice  for  a  dty,  and  in  as  much  as  the  rate  which 
might  be  required  in  one  county  might  be  far  more  than  enough  for  the 
necessities  of  another.  I  consider  that  the  gross  amount  of  the  rates  paid 
tor  streets,  pavements,  drains,  and  tolls,  by  a  citizen  of  Edinburgh,  is 
greater  than  the  amount  of  anysimilar  burdens  which  fall  on  an  inhabit- 
ant of  the  county. 

The  statute  labour  money  in  Edinburgh  is  assessed  on  all  parties  occu- 
pying premises  within  the  bounds  of  the  Board,  and  the  assessment  on 
Fivate  streets  is  levied  on  owners  of  premises,  whether  they  occupy  or 
aot.  As  referable  to  statute  labour,  tne  word  premises  is  not  held  to  in- 
ciode  shops,  so  that,  practically,  the  occupants  of  a  large  proportion  of 
valuable  property  in  the  dty  of  Edinburgh  do  not,  in  respect  of  such  occu- 
pancy, contribute  to  the  mamtenance  of  the  streets.  1  cannot  state  the 
rental  of  this  class  of  property,  but  it  may  be  got  from  Mr  Paterson,  the 
usesBor  under  the  Lands  Valuation  Act.  It  is  proper  to  state  that  the 
oeenpaatt  of  shops,  wherever  they  occupy  houses  within  the  dty,  which  is 
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CiNvty      the  common  caw,  pay  stototo  labour  money,  m  le^^ed)  o€  the  ooenpanos 
g^   ^     of  their  houses.    I  am*  disposed  to  think  lihat  the  praseoi  rate  o£  3id.  ivm 
net  be  sufficient  for  the  maintenance' of  the-stnet^intiieeity,  when,  the 
.  2d.  per  £  on  private  streets  ceases  in  1861'. 


csfr,  Eat). 


IXo.  ym.  Mkk  M.  Bidf&ury  Esq.,  W.  S., 


JohnM.  Bal-  f  am  derk  to  the  St  Cnthberts  Parish  Statute  Labour  Boad^  and  to 
tour,  js.sq.  ^^^  Oramond  E^istridi  Turnpike  msoads.  In  the  latter  eapadtgr  my  dntiflt 
are  to  attend  meetings,  keep  minutes  and  aeoountA»  and  oondiiat  oarrcs^ 
pondlHice.  I  aJso  conduet  any  law  proMedings— ^r  whlshi  i  anx  paid 
separately.  There  used  to  be  fortnightly  meetmgs  of  the  Biatrict  Tma* 
tees,  but  for  seTeml  years  past  they  have  only  met  onoe  a  month,  and  now 
about  eight  times  in  ^e  year.  The  diminution  of  the  debt  has  caused 
less  trouble  latterly,  and  consequently  the  meetinga  ase  less  freqaeait 
The  diminution  of  the  debt  is  owing^  in  a  considerable  degnee,.  to  the  pra- 
sent  system  of  management  under  Mr  M^Oonnell, — a  more  regular  and 
economical  ^Fstem  of  nuiintaining  the  roads  has  been  iotroduoed  since  bis 
appointment.  In  1839,  the  debt  in  the  Gvanumd  Diatriet  was  mndi 
heavier  than  in-  any  of  the  others, — ^it  amounted  to  upwards  of  Ii.38»(MNH 
the  whole  of  which  was  paid  off  in  1864.  There  is  a  eoUector  besidfia  a 
.  clerk  to  the  St  Cuthberts  8tatute  Labour  Distriet.  The  annual  amennt 
of  the  money  levied  for  statute  labour  in  the  parish  is  about  L.11&  or 
L.120,  from  which  the  collector  last  yearrseaTed  as  commission  L.17.  Os. 
6d.,  being  at  the  rate  of  L.15  per  cent.,  besides  some  other  small 
charges.  The  collection  embraces  a  great  number  of  very  small  siUEn% 
which  are  troublesome  to  collect.  My  salary  as  derk  is  L.d,  38.  Mr 
Hart  Anderson  is  collector.  The  statute  labour  money  is  levied  bf  a 
^commutation,  so  much  per  plougbgate,  the  namber  of  pkmghgates  in  the 
parish  having,  I  believe,  been  taken  from  an  old  list.  Thm  ia  also  a 
rate  on  horses  and  cart8»  and  another  on  hoaaefaolders.  The  revenne  has 
lately  diminished,  because  the  tofls  being  remored  a  greater  dsstance  hemt 
Edinburgh,  the  assessment  is  now  leviable  firom  a  smaller  area,  than  foEu 
merly,  the  district  within  the  tolls  now  paying  statute  labour  money  to  the 
Paving  Board.  The  loss  of  revenue  waa  not  made  up  by  our  gebni^  awl 
of  the  maintenance  of  some  of  the  parish  roads.  The  rate  now  levied  m 
actually  higher  than  it  was  about  six  years  ago,  bat  it  is  still  under  tha 
maximttm.  I  consider  it  would  be  beneficial  gcnendly  if  die  turnpike  and 
statute  labour  reads  were  placediunder  the  same  management.  All;bon|^ 
by  the  40th  section  of  the  local  Statute  Labour  Act,  praMrisien  is  made  foe 
toe  levying  of  bridge  money,  there  has  be«i  no  .assessment  le^ed  for 
several  years, — ^the  last  instance  of  a  levy  was,  I  believe^for  the  repair  of  a 
bridge  in  the  parish  of  West-Calder.  We  hare  not  reduced  axf  of  oar 
tolls  in  the  Oramond  District  since  the  debt  was  paid  off,  as  we  have  ap»> 
plied  our  surplus  revenue  towards  effecting  various  iaspsovementah 
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WiUijua  Smytlie,  Esq^,  |  Sir  Jameft  Ferguason^Bart 
MR  SMYTHE  EST  THE  CHAIE. 


N«*  TX.  Bobert  Dunia^  Ew^,  of  Arniston^  Examined  :-— 

I  anor  propiietair  q£  a  CDDsiderablft  property  in  tlie  uplacd  oUstnct  of  tlie  Robert  Dun- 
iwnnty,  both  land  and  minerals,  and  my  attention '3as  been  directed  to  ^^^*  ^^^' 
the  mADAgjBment  of  tbe  roads  as  well  as  to  other  county  matters; 
especially  the  Lasswade  and  Dalkeith  District  Turnpike  Roads.  These 
Boada  are  in  per&ct  condition  at  present.  There  are  nearly  200  miles  of 
tompike  road  in  the  Lasswade  District,  and  in  the  Dalkeith  District  84 
miles.  In  both  these  districts  ^vithin  the  last  few  yeais  the  number  ef 
miles  of  turnpike  has  been  increaaed  by  the  conversion  of  statute  labour 
xaads  into  turnpike, — in  Laaswade  there  has  been  an  addition  of  about  40 
milesy  and  in  the  Dalkeith  District  about  14.  These  conversions  have  been 
beneficial,  in  as  much  as  they  have  taken  a  heavy  load  from  the  parishes. 
The  sate  levied  for  statute  labour  has  been  reduced,  and  the  remaining 
statnta  labour  roads  are  better  kept.  I  consider  the  tolls  are  presently 
placed  so  as  to  operate  ftdrly,  with  one  exception,  where  an  additional 
ekeck  might  be  required..  I  also  approve  of  the  rule  which  prevents  toI& 
bein^  exacted  ofbener  than  once  in  six  mUes.  I  am.  not  aware  of  any 
parties  who  can  fairly  complain  of  being  oppressed  by  the  system  of  tolls, 
— I  speak  with  more  immediate  reference  to  my  own  district.  The  regu- 
lation aa  to  no  party  paying  twice  within  six  miles,  tends  peculiarly  to 
obviata  cases  of  indiviaual  hardship.  I  myself,  as  a  rate-paver,  am  op- 
posed to  any  change  in  the  present  system,  which  I  conceive  has  worked 
welL  Under  it»  working,  nrst-class  lines  of  road  have  been  constructed 
in  every  direction  through  thisi  county,  and  the  debt  reduced  to  one-tenth 
its  fosmer  amount.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  substitute  that  could  be  de- 
Tised  for  the  present  system  which  would  operate  more  equitably.  I 
think  a  horse  rate  is  objectionable  from  practical  difficulties,  and  I  see  no 
other  alternative  but  an  assessment  on  lands  and  heritages.  As  a  mineral 
owner,  I  consider  such  property  would  be  very  injuriously  affected  by  such 
a  rate.  The  large  coal  and  iron  works  carry  on  their  traffic  almost 
entirely  by  railroad,  and  make  scarocly  any  use  of  other  roads.  Smaller 
naneiral  works,  carrying  on  their  traffic  by  roads,  such  as  limeworks  and 
stone  quarries,  do  great  damage  to  a  road,  and  practically  are  beyond  the 
reach  of  a  rate,  their  rent  being  so  trifling  in  comparison  to  the  cartage. 
I  am  landlord  of  one  of  the  largest  collieries  in  Mid-Lothian, — owing  to 
its  distance  from  town,  nearly  its  whole  traffic  is  carried  on  by  railway.  I 
have  considered  the  proposal  to  assess  mineral  works  using  the  roads  at  a 
higher  rate,  but  I  consider  it  highly  objectionable,  as  it  would  provoke  con- 
tinual heart-burnings  and  dissatisfaction.  Moreover,  no  rate  per  cenL 
ffikdy  to  be  iooposed  would  cover  the  damage  done.  I  know  a  case  in 
which  50  per  cent,  on  the  rental  would  not  have  sufficed.  My  general 
coBclnston  is,  that  an  assessment  on  lands,  etc.,  would  fall  injuriously  upon 
the  great  mineral  WQrks»  and  would  not  hit  adequately  the  smaller  ones, 
which  for  the  most  part  carry  on  their  traffic  by  road.  I  do  not  consider 
that  it  would  be  desiraMe  to  remedy  this  inequality  by  reserving  power 
tb  plaee  atoU  to  catch  such  traffic.    It  would  be  the  worst  kind  of  differ- 
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County       ential  rate ;  too  heavj  in  some  cases,  and  too  light  in  others.    I  would 
S'    k     prefer  that  the  power  were  conferred  on  the  Trustees  of  making  a 
Egmborgn.    gp^^^iij  bargain  in  snch  cases.     In  regard  to  assessing  railways,  I  con- 
Robert  Don-  B^^^^  ^^  would  be  rather  hard  to  tax  them  by  means  of  an  assessment, 
das,  Esq.     levied  specially  for  the  purpose  of  opening  a  door  for  further  competition. 
At  present,  for  short  passenger  traffic^  they  compete  with  difficmty  with 
the  omnibuses.      Under  a  rate,  they  would  be  taxed  to  enable  their 
competitors  to  press  them  stOl  more  closely, — ^the  same  obiections  would 
apply  with  reference  to  short  mineral  traffic  in  which  the  Edinburgh 
carters  would  compete  with  the  railways. 

I  object  to  a  uniform  assessment  in  a  county  like  Mid-Lothian,  where 
so  great  a  disparity  of  circumstances  exists  between  the  upland  and  sub- 
urban parishes.  La  upland  parishes,  such  as  Temple,  Borthwick,  Orichton, 
Fala,  Heriot,  and  Stow,  the  road  traffic  is  comparatively  light,  the  pro- 
portion of  pasture  grass  being  greater  than  in  the  suburban  parishes,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  large  extent  of  hill  and  sheep  walk.     In  the  suburban 

Earishes  the  road  traffic  is  peculiarly  heavy ;  the  quantity  of  potatoes, 
ay,  straw,  turnips,  etc.,  sent  into  Edinburgh  is  very  large ;  it  is  replaced 
with  dung  carted  back  from  the  city  stables,  thus  making  a  double  use  of 
the  road.  A  uniform  road  assessment  upon  farms  so  differently  circum- 
stanced would  be  most  inequitable.  So  with  regard  to  house  property  ; 
there  are  villas  in  the  suburbs  of  Edinburgh  rated  at  L.lOO  to  L.120, 
whose  road  traffic  in  carriages,  cabs,  coal,  and  tradesmen's  carts,  exceeds 
that  of  an  upland  farm,  such  as  Moorfoot,  rated  at  L.700. 

Supposing  that  tolls  were  abolished,  an  assessment  on  land  sufficient 
for  maintaining  the  roads  would  require  to  be,  according  to  my  calcula- 
tions, as  follows: — I  calculate  that  L.  18,000  a-year  would  require  to  be 
raised  in  gross  to  keep  up  the  turnpike  roads  in  their  present  condition^ — ^in 
that  I  includelL.2000  a^year  for  improvements.  The  statute  labour  roads 
under  local  management  cost  about  1200  a-year,  but  if  defrayed  out  of  a 
general  fund,  I  believe  L.2000  would  be  necessary,  making  the  whole  sum 
not  much  less  than  L.20,000  a-year,  being  equal  to  Is.  per  £  on  the 
county  rental.  I  do  not  think  the  sum  to  be  allowed  for  improvements 
should  be  less  than  L.2000  a^year.  Many  of  the  improvements  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  citjr  of  Edinburgh,  even  though  without  the  parlia- 
mentary boundaries,  are  m  a  manner  forced  upon  us  by  the  public  opinion 
of  the  citizens, — ^for  instance,  the  Willow  Brae  Road,  in  the  Dalkeith  imd 
Post  Road  District,  which  involved  a  large  and  useless  expenditure. 

I  consider  the  statute  labour  roads  are  at  present  in  fair  order,'  with 
reference  to  the  work  to  be  done  on  them. 

I  think  the  tendency  of  a  rate  would  be  to  lead  the  County  Board  to 
spend  a  larger  sum  upon  the  roads  than  they  now  do,  when  the  expendi- 
ture is  limited  by  the  revenue  derived  from  tolls. 

I  am  favourable  to  a  consolidation  of  Trusts ;  but  I  think  it  could  not  be 
auvatitageously  carried  further  than  has  been  done  already  in  Mid- 
Lothian,  where  the  control  of  the  entire  turnpike  roads  of  the  county  is 
vested  in  one  General  Board,  which  delegates  the  supervision  of  details  to 
the  District  Boards. 

In  regard  to  the  present  managing  body  of  Road  Trustees,  I  am  of 
opinion  that  no  change  is  desirable.  I  do  not  think  that  our  County 
Board  is  too  numerous, — we  have  120  Trustees, — ^the  usual  attendance  at 
general  meetings  may  be  from  16  to  26.  In  the  Lass  wade  District,  with 
200  miles  of  road  and  46  Trustees,  the  average  attendance  ia  from  6  to 
10.  I  think  there  is  no  necessity  for  tenants  being  represented  in  the 
management  of  the  roads,  otherwise  than  through  their  landlords ;  even  if 
they  were  members  of  the  County  Board  of  Trustees,  those  living  beyond 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  county  town  would  rarelv  attend.  In  the 
event  of  a  representative  from  each  Parochial  Board  bemg  added  to  our 


l^otes  of  Evidmee.  21 

Coant  J  Rood  Board,  the  srstem  of  management  might  still  continue  as  at  Goanty 
present.  The  addition  ef  a  couple  of  dozen  of  Trustees  to  a  County  ^-.  gf^  . 
Board  of  120,  or  of  six  or  eight  to  a  District  Board,  would  make  hut  little  '^ 

diflTerenee  in  their  working.  In  Mid-Lothian.  I  baye  never  seen,  either  Bobert  Dan- 
mX  the  General  Meeting  of  Trustees,  or  at  District  Meetings,  an  attempt  das,  Esq. 
to  collect  members  for  voting  on  any  particular  occasion.  Altogether  our 
managing  body  has  shown  itself  suited  to  the  work  to  be  done,  and  I 
should  be  sorry  to  see  it  altered.  Our  countj  rates  have  increased  largeW 
of  late  years ;  there  have  been  so  many  additional  charges  under  the  hea& 
of  lunacy,  prisons,  militia,  police,  etc.,  to  say  nothing  of  poor-rates. 

I  am  not  aware  that  any  sum  has  ever  been  collected,  in  the  district 
with  which  I  am  connected,  as  bridge  money  under  the  local  Statute 
Labour  Act. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  in  road  l^^ation  the  two  dissimilar  subjects,  con- 
aolidation  of  Trusts  and  abolition  of  tolls,  should  be  dealt  with  in  separate 
bills.  I  hope  that  in  any  bill  for  the  consolidation  of  Trusts,  and  the  for- 
mation of  County  Road  Boards,  legislation  may  be  confined  to  declaring 
what  persons  shall  form  these  Boards,  and  that  all  matters  of  detail,  such 
••  districts,  committees,  etc.,  may  be  left  to  each  County  Board  to  settle 
for  itself  according  to  its  own  requirements. 

Copy  Letter. — R.  Dundas,  Esq.,  to  the  Seeretaty.  , 

Amiston,  16  Feb.  1869. 

8m, — ^In  giving  my  evidence  before  the  Commissioners  last  week,  I 
drew  attention  to  the  extremely  dissimilar  circumstances  of  the  suburban 
and  upland  parishes  in  Mid-Lothian,  as  a  difficulty  in  the  way  of  a  uniform 
road  assessment.  An  abstract  from  a  parliamentary  return,  published  in 
this  morning's  Gowrant  newspaper,  forcibly  illustrates  my  objection  to  a 
uniform  assessment.  From  this  return  it  appears  that  the  road  expendi- 
ture in  the  purely  suburban  Cramond  District  is  L.83  per  mile,  while  in 
the  Mid-Calder  and  Lasswade  Districts  it  is  only  L.23  and  L.24  per  mile. 
Aa  the  expenditure  of  both  the  Mid-Calder  and  Lasswade  Districts 
includes  a  considerable  proportion  of  suburban  traffic,  the  return  scarcely 
shews  to  its  fuU  extent  the  difference  in  outlay  upon  the  suburban  and 
upland  roads.  To  judge  from  the  return,  there  can  be  very  little  doubt 
that  the  road  expenditure  in  the  vicinity  of  Edinburgh  is  at  least  L.60 
per  mile  against  L.20  or  less  in  parishes  such  as  Fala,  Crichton,  Heriot, 
Stow,  Borthwick,  Temple,  and  others.  I  beg  you  will  lay  this  communi- 
cation before  the  Commissioners,  and  have  it  appended  to  my  evidence. — 
I  have  etc.  (Signed)  Robert  Dundas. 

Alex.  Macdufi,  Secy.,  etc. 
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STATUTE  LABOCTR  »OADS  IN  MTO-IiOTHIAN. 
Betnni,  iiaaded  in  by  Mr  Duxidas. 


Itobert  3>Bii- 
Ars,  Esq. 


# 

ExpeDBe  of  Kepair 
and    Matntenance 

Expense  of 

VAjasmu. 

Mileage 

Managemevftfor 

• 

for  year  1606-7. 

sameyeir. 

£      «.     <L 

X     «.     d. 

fiMtfavnck,      . 

18 

56  17    £ 

6    6    0 

CknvDgBtey 

None 

•«. 

••• 

CarringtoD, 

2i 

17     7     8 

5    0    6 

Codapen* 

4 

22  13     8 

9     16 

Ooiraton, 

7i 

45  18     7 

10    6    <9 

CioistorfiUQe, . 

7i 

65  11  U 

10  10    0 

Oramoad, 

-» 

109  17    4 

10    0    0 

OajEifitaui, 

^4 

18  13    6 

2    4    4 

Orkhton, 

74 

48  10    4 

5     4    6 

Currie* 

i8 

89  11     6 

15  11    « 

Dalkeith  (Dalkeith  Streets) 

i 

46  18  11 

13  19    0 

Duddmgston,  . 

s 

59    3  10 

13  13    6 

Fala,       .... 

2 

8     2     0 

•  •  a 

Glencorse, 

3 

82     4     6 

8     5    0 

Hedet, 

6 

16     5    2 

3    0    6 

{awresk, 

6 

66  16    6 

12     8    6 

Korklisioii, 

None    ' 

••« 

••• 

KiiiLnewtcui,    . 

7* 

55    «  16 

6  11    8 

lABMrade, 

31  12    6 

10  18  11 

Liberton, 

3f 

25  17     3 

SIO    ^ 

Miieaider, 

11 

30     1     8 

7     7    0 

Newtmttle, 

5 

47  10     5 

lO  18    6 

North  Tieith,   . 

None 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Newton, 

3J 

£8  19     C] 

3     3    6 

Penicuick, 

Kvtknotni 

•«  • 

•  »• 

lt«tho,t 

Do. 

••• 

... 

South  Leith,    . 

None 

«    B   • 

« .« 

6t  Outfaberts, 

6 

69  15     S 

34  13  11 

Stow,      .... 

12 

60  18  11 

12  12    7i 

Tenifrle, 

6 

22     1     8 

4    0    0 

West€aider,  . 

V^\ 

82     6     0 

10     0    0 

£1261     4     14 

£228  14    5  J 

*  Between  two  and  three  miles  have  sabsequently  been  taken  oiEf  the  roads  in 
the  parish  of  Cnrrie.  ^ 

t  Uncertain,  as  for  several  years  there  has  been  no  expenditure  for  statute  labour 
roads  iu  these  parishes. 


No.  X.  22.  B,  Wardlaw  Ramsay y  Esq.,  of  Whitehill,  Examined  :— 

R.  B.  Wardlaw     I  am  a  proprietor  in  Mid-Lothian, — an  owner  of  minerals,  as  well  as  of  land, 

Ramsay,  Esq.  besides   being  a  director  of    the    Peebles   Railway.     I  am   connected 

exclusively  with  Lasswade  and  Wrightshouses  District.    I  am  satisfied  with 

the  state  of  repair  of  the  roads  in  that  district,  and  I  have  no  complaint  to 

make  against  the  present  system  of  management.    As  the  tolls  are  at  pre- 


leat  plaoedi,  I  believe  ^tbc^  ^SmsAj  dnm  the  levamie  &on  ^ilioee  who  use  the  Oon% 
loeds^  and  I  cetdd  not  -enggcet  ttiif  -alMkalioB  which  would  make  theai  J[|^ 
^Mnle  more  equiteibly  in  timlividnal  cases.  As  an  owner  of  miaeralfl^  I  *""''^%'^' 
lunre  no  reason  to  be  dissatisfied  with  the  toU  system.  The-ownen  ^rnd  j|^.  j^,  iVMBaw 
tfccupieis  of  eoUierieSy  I  tbink,  contribute  to  the  mdiiiteDance  «f  the  soada, 
m  propoitien  •to  the  benefit  they  derive  from  them.  UjKm  the  whole, 
having  turned  aoy  attention  latterly  to  the  point,  I  think  -&at  the  |»eseBt 
system  is  more  equitable  than  any  soheme  of  assetsment 'that  eould  be  de- 
toaed.  There  are  some  improvements  that  we  stand  mueh  in  need  of,  in 
m^  neighbourhood,  which,  perhaps,  are  now  less  'oaUed  (for  than  feEmerlfi 
in^eoMequenoe  of  the  <q»ening  of  the  P^eebles  Bailway.  The  great  ira|>rova- 
ment  to  which  I  refer  as  much  wanted,  is,  a  geed  •eommunication  'between 
the  Pentlands  and  the  South,  across  the  Esk,  at  some  point  between  Peni- 
cuick  and  Lasswade ; — the  want  of  Amds  has  hitherto  prevented  the  im- 
provement being  made.  It  has  been  talked  of,  but  in  abeyance  for  fully 
40  years,  as  doomnents  in  my  possession  show.  H  ^ould  requive  about 
L.5000.  I  can  devise  no  plan  for  raising  such  a  sum,  except  by  increasing 
the  debt ;  but,  if  the  improvement  were  effected,  and  the  road  made  equid 
to  the  other  main  voadsief  the  district,  the  estabhahment  of  a  tott-taary 
which  would  then  be  justifiable,  would,  in  my  opiniefn,  help  speedily  to 
fiipiidaite  the  debt.  The  esdsting  roads  about  there  were  statute  labour 
till  very  lately.  There  is  no  bridge,  and  the  fords  are  sometimes  dangerous. 
The  majority  of  the  District  Tnistees  considered  that  the  improvement 
was  notef  such  general  importance  as  to  warrant  an  increase  of  the  debt. 

I  am  satisfied  with  the  condition  of  the  statute  labour  roads,  which  are 
now  very  few  in  number  in  the  parishes  of  Lassnrade  and  Oarnngton.  In 
Carrington  parish,  where  I  reside,  the  matter  is  left  prinopaUy  imtfaeliands 
of  the  schoolmaster,  Mr  Mitchell,  who  collects  the  money,  and  to  whom 
we  e^ly  regarding  it.  There  are  only  two  heritors,  Lord  Boseberry  and 
mysw. 

My  minerals  are  principally  sent  away  b^  the  Peebles  Railway,  from 
which  there  is  a  branch  to  the  pits.  The  mmerals  are  also  carried  along 
the  turnpike  roads  for  local  sale.  The  nearest  toll  to  my  pit  is  about  three 
miles  distant ;  but,  as  far  as  regards  the  local  sales,  there  are  compara- 
tively few  who  can  be  supplied  without  passing  through  the  various  toHs. 
The  roads,  in  bad  weather,  suffer  veiy  much  more  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  pits  than  elsewhere ;  but  I  am  not  prepared  to  state  whether  the  sum 

gud  for  tolls  by  parties  carting  from  the  pit  is  sufficient  to  compensate 
r  the  damage  done  to  the  road.  I  do  not  think  that  the  removail  of  the 
toll-l>ars  would  increase  the  quantity  of  minerals  cafted  along  the  roads, 
as  every  colliery  tries,  if  possible,  to  secure  a  branch  to  the  pits  themsdves, 
and  arrangements  would  be  made  between  coal  proprietors  and  the  rail- 
ways to  meet  any  such  alterations.  I  do  not  think  that  the  Peebles  Rail- 
way lias  iijured  the  traffic  on  the  roads  so  much  as  many  other  railways 
have  done  to  roads  in  their  vicinity.  In  many  instances,  the  traffic  has 
been  almost  completely  diverted  from  the  main  turnpike  roads,  and  turned 
on  to  oross  roads  which  formerly  had  next  to  no  traffic  on  them,  and 
consequently  without  toll-bars.  This,  however,  is  very  little  the  case  witih 
the  Peebles  Railway.  When  traffic  has  been  so  diverted,  it  is  quite  proper 
that  additional  check  bars  be  placed  at  the  entrances  to  stations,  or  exist- 
ing toll-bars  shifted  to  suit  the  altered  circumstances.  The  traffic  in  ihe 
district  has  certainly,  to  some  extent,  suffered  from  the  railway,  as  nearlv 
all  the  coal  which  I  supplied,  and  still  supply,  to  Peebles  and  Penicuick 
formerly  went  by  the  road,  but  now  is  sent  by  rail.  It  is,  of  course,  the 
object  and  interest  of  the  railway  to  take  as  much  traffic  as  possible  off  the 
roads,  and  though  the  funds  of  the  Trusts  may  thereby  be  diminished,  the 
cost  of  maintaining  the  main  lines  of  road  is  in  proportion  greatly  lessened. 
1  have  heard  it  argued,  that,  if  funds  for  the  roads  were  levied  by  assess- 
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Gouniy      ment,  railways  ought  to  be  included  jn  that  asseasment.    I  do  not  coincide 
gf         in  that  opinion ;  for,  though  traffic  might  be  heavy  near  the  stations,  and 
Bdinwiiri;fa.    ^^  roads  thereby,  in  these  places,  a  good  deal  cut  up,  as  I  said  before^  it 
B.  B.  Wardlaw  ^  greatly  diminished  on  the  main  roads.      Were  the  turnpike  system 
Baauay,  Esq.  abolished,  the  best  thing,  in  my  opinion,  would  be  to  throw  on  the  rail- 
ways the  burden  of  maintaining  the  roads  within  a  certain  distance  of  thdr 
respective  stations,  in  the  same  way  as  there  are  parliamentary  bounds  to 
the  burgh  roads  under  the  present  system. 

I  have  gathered  the  views  of  all  classes  of  people  in  my  neighbourhood 
in  regard  to  the  abolition  of  tolls,  and  the  general  feeling  is,  tbit  the  con- 
tinuation  of  the  present  system  is,  upon  the  whole,  more  equitable  th|Ui 
any  fund  that  could  be  raised  by  an  assessment. 


No.  XI.  Mr  Alexander  M^Dougall^  Farmer^  Granton  Mains, 

Examined : — 

Mr  Alexander     ^  ^™  tenant  of  a  considerable  farm  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of 
Mn>oDgaU.    Edinburgh.    The  greater  part  of  the  produce  of  my  farm  is  disposed  of  in 
Edinburgh.    I  have  a  toll  between  me  and  Edinburgh.    I  pay  as  tolls  for 
my  farm  of  277  imperial  acres  L.  19  10    0 

Shepherd  for  stock,  1  10    0 

Private  tolls,  .... 

Statute  labour,  .... 


L.21    0 
3  15 
3  15 

0 
0 
6 

L.98  10 

6 

which  I  reckon  to  be  at  the  rate  of  L.2, 14s.  per  cent,  on  my  rental.  I  sell 
also  a  considerable  proportion  of  turnips,  say  about  20  acres,  the  toUs  on 
which  will  amount  to  about  L.6.  I  would  get  more  profit  on  my  turnips 
if  there  were  no  toll.  My  farm  being  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Edin- 
burgh, the  system  which  I  pursue  is  quite  different  from  that  of  farmers  at 
a  |;reater  distance,— they  only  sell  their  surplus,  but  I  buy  and  sell  every- 
thmg.  I  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  tolls  were  abolished,  if  there 
was  a  possibility  of  equalizing  the  burden.  As  far  as  I  am  individoallj 
concerned,  I  thmk  I  ought  to  pay  less  under  another  system.  Were  an 
assessment  to  be  imposed,  I  think  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  sav  how  it 
should  be  laid  on,  unless  there  were  classes.  In  particular,  I  would  object 
to  a  uniform  horse  rate,  because,  although  I  keep  12  horses,  a  sixth  part 
of  these  are  sufficient  for  the  road  work  I  have.  Again,  millers,  manu- 
&cturers,  stablers,  etc.,  use  all  their  horses  upon  the  road,  whilst  the  rent 
of  their  premises  is  small  in  comparison  with  what  I  pay.  As  far  as  I 
know,  the  feeling  among  the  farmers  generally  in  my  neighbourhood  is 
in  favour  of  a  change  of  system,  finding  great  practical  inconvenience  in 
having  to  pay  and  keep  an  account  of  such  smdl  sums.  I  would  mysdf 
not  object  to  pay  as  much  as  I  now  do  to  be  saved  the  annoyance^  although 
I  do  not  think  it  should  come  to  so  much. 


NaUi  of  Evidence.  S5 


Tuesday^  I6tk  Febrwary  1869.  ^^^^ 
EdiDlmrgb. 


li£]£B£RS  PRESENT. 


William  Smythe,  Esq.  I  Sir  James  Fergnfson,  Bart. 

Right  Honble.  Sir  J.  M'NeUl.    |  D.  McLaren,  Esq. 

MR  SMTTHE  IK  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  Xn.  Thotmu  LAurn^  Esq.,  Examined  : — 

I  am  chairman  of  the  Edinburgh  Paying  Board,  and  haye  held  that  T.Lebnm,  Esq. 
office  for  about  10  years.    I  haye  been  a  member  of  the  Board  since  its 
formation.    Previous  to  the  passing  of  the  Paying  Act,  there  were  great 
complaints  as  to  the  state  of  the  streets.    Very  considerable  improyements 
haye  been  effected  since  the  passing  of  the  Act.    There  was  debt  incurred 
at  the  outset  in  effecting  improyements,  but  that  has  now  been  paid  off. 
The  ordinaij  income  has  not  been  more  than  sufficient  for  the  ordinary 
coat  of  repair ;  in  fact,  we  regulate  our  expenditure  by  the  income.     We 
haye,  however,  laid  past,  in  pursuance  of  the  Act,  a  sum  to  compensate  for 
the  2d.  per  £  of  additional  assessment  levied  under  8  40  of  the  Act.    We 
have,  moreover,  kept  up  the  private  streets  on  which  this  rate  of  2d. 
per  £  has  been  assessed.    I  cannot  state  whether  the  ordinary  income 
now  levied  is  sufficient  to  meet  what  may  be  termed  the  ordinary  cost  of 
repair,  until  we  have  had  a  great  number  of  the  streets  repaved,  which  are 
now  worn  out,  and  others,  such  as  the  upper  half  of  Leith  Walk,  Oeorge 
IV.  Bridge,  etc.,  paved  in  place  of  being  macadamised,  as  at  present. 
Macadamised   roads  have  been  found  not  at  all   suitable   for   large 
towns.     The  first  cost  of  paving  is,   of  course,    much   greater   than 
macadamising,  but  it  lasts  longer,  and  does  not  produce  so  much  mud 
and  dust.     The  progressive  improvement  of  the  streets  is  considered 
■atiafactory  by  the  inhabitants.    Without  increasing  our  rates,  we  would 
not  be  able  to  undertake  the  maintenance  of  any  additional  length  of 
roads  or  streets.     In  1861  we  shall  not  be  able  to  do  so  much  as  we  have 
done,  and  are  now  doing,  in  respect  that  the  2d.  per  £  levied  under  §  40 
of  the  Act  will  then  cease,  as  regards  those  streets  which  came  in  under  the 
Act  in  1846-7.     Our  total  nett  revenue,  from  both  assessments,  amounted   • 
last  year  to  L.8472,  5s.  lOd.,  out  of  which  we  paid  to  the  Cramond  and 
Wrightshouses  County  Trusts  L.368,  17b.  7d.,  for  removal  of  the  toll-bars 
to  a  greater  distance  nrom  town.     The  last  mentioned  sum  was  the  amount 
of  the  rate  derived  from  the  houses  in  these  two  districts,  which  came  to 
be  within  the  toU-bars,  on  their  removal  under  the  Act  17  and  18  Yict.  c. 
1 34  (1864),  and,  although  collected  by  the  Paving  Board,  is  paid  oyer  to  the 
CSounty  Trusts,  in  respect  they  still  maintain  the  roads  into  the  city  to  the 
name  extent  as  before.    The  paving  rate  is  levied  under  §  38  only  on  houses 
in  which  people  sleep.     It  is  not  levied  on  shops,  workshops,  warehouses, 
offices,  factories,  breweries,  etc.,  except  where  parties  sleep  on  the  pre- 
mises.   The  2d.  per  £  is  levied  on  owners  of  private  streets,  in  redemption 
of  their  obligation  to  maintain  these  streets,  which,  however,  although 
called  private  streets,  are  open  and  patent  to  the  public.    The  occupiers 
of  houses  in  these  streets  are  assessed  under  §  38,  and  pay  the  same  rate 
■a  the  occupiers  of  houses  in  the  other  parts  of  the  city.    The  distinction 
between  shops  and  dwelling-houses  seems  to  have  arisen  firom  the  commu^ 
tation  of  statute  labour.     A  long  time  ago,  the  inhabitants  within  burgh 
were  obb'ged  either  to  give  so  many  days'  labour  on  the  roads,  or  pay  a  fixed 
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Coanty  sum  of  commutation ;  many  of  them  then  lived  in  the  premises  of  which  the 
rjliM^Ljii  ^^P  fonned  a  part.  In  the  course  of  time  this  "  labour"  was  entirely  com- 
i_^  '*  muted  into  a  sum  of  money,  levied  aecording  to  the  rental  of  the  dwelling- 
T.  Lebnrn/Bsq.  house  (shop  included,  where  there  was  internal  communication)  occupied 
by  each  citizen.  In  the  Act  6  and  ^  William  IV.  c.  68,  §  24,  this  com- 
mutation is  to  be  levied  **  from  all  tenants  or  occupiers  of  dwelling-houses 
within  the  city,'*  and  from  "all  liouseholders"  within  the  middle  district, 
"  in  lieu  'and  plaoe  ei  the  whole  six  days'  labour,  and  of  the  conversions 
thereof,  as  then  exigible."  The  assessment  <m  occupievB  is  levied  on  the 
real  rent,  as  shewn  by  the  Valuation  Roll,  without  any  deductions,  ^fr 
Paterson,  assessor,  is  *aie  party  "who  can  speak  as  to  the  value  of  the  pro- 
perty exempt  from  the  paving  rate.  My  own  opinion  is,  that  whatever 
may  have  been  the  origin  of  the  distinction,  no  such  ^lemption  should  be 
allowed  to  continue.  Our  only  other  source  of  income  is  derived  from 
wh«t  is  termed  causeway  nail.  Articles  termed  **  vivers /'  Buoh  as  grain 
home-grown,  -etc.,  coals,  except  from  Leith,  building  materials,  etc.,  do  aflt 
pay  causeway  mail.  There  is,  however,  a  tax  levied  by  the  same  ooUaolir 
who  takes  up -the  'cmiseway  mail,  on  all  carts  with  liome  produce,  goods, 
etc.  (except  building  materials),  called  oonmuttftion  4iiity,  which  dees  urt 
go  to  the  support  of  the  roads  or  streets,  but  is  paid  into  the  city  funds. 

We  maintain  certain  roads  and  streets  within  the  partiamentary  boiOK 
daries  of  the  burgh  Of  Leith,  but  we  do  not  collect  or  veeeive  the  V^^^^ 
rate  from  these  districts,  such  rates  are  collected  >by  the  Leith  rwing 
Board.  When  the  Leith  Walk  toll  was  done  aw«y  with  in  1886,  <tiiene 
was  an  eirpected  surplus  of  about  L.7000,  which  was  to  be  handed  over  is 
the  Middle  District  Trufft,  as  a  compensation  for  keeping  up  these  voadi 
and  streets  within  Leith  District,  bift  certain  contingent  cUu«m  neflij 
wholly  absorbed  it,  and  the  Leith  people  had  the  beet  of  the  bargain,  i 
refer  to  the  Act  5  and  6  William  IV.  c.  68,  ^  38,  in  regard  to1ibis4mKi»- 
ment.  Mr  Murray,  our  present  treasurer,  who  was  treasurer  to  the  MidAe 
District  at  the  time  referred  to,  will  be  able  to  state  all  particulars.  It  k 
very  expensive  keeping  up  these  roads,  particularly  Leith  Walk,  bst  i 
could  not  fltate  the  precise  amount  of  the  cost.  From  what  I  hiwe  ahwady 
stated,  it  is  quite  clear  that  we  could  not  undertake  the  burden  of  main* 
taining  those  roads  which  are  within  the  parliamentary  boundaries  of 
Edinburgh,  and  kept  by  the  County  Trustees,  without  increasing  the  present 
rate.  In  using  the  word  repairs  in  my  evidence,  I  include  tmder  that 
head  renewals  of  causeway  and  other  heavy  occasional  works — we,  of  course, 
must  expect  and  lay  our  account  with  a  succession  of  such  works  being 
required,  though  not  perhaps  to  the  same  extent  as -within  the  last  five 
or  for  the  next  four  or  five  years. 

The  inhabitants  of  Edinburgh  condder  that  they  contribute  to  a  consider- 
able extent  to  the  upholding  of  the  county  roads,  by  paying  .tolls  when 
they  travel  on  them.  It  was  in  respect  of  that  that  the  County  1VusIb«s 
.  agreed  to  niaintam  a  portion  of  the  roads  within  the  toll-bars  ;  but  if  toll- 
bars  were  to  be  done  away  with,  the  County  Trustees  ought  to  be  relieved 
of  that  obligation.  In  the  same  way,  I  should  contemplate  the  Burgh  of 
Leith  maintaining  the  roads  within  its  own  boundaries. 

I  have  considered  the  question  of  the  abolition  of  tolls,  and  in  regard  to 
what  would  be  a  fair  equivalent  for  the  towns  to  pay  in  lieu  of  what  they 
at  present  bear  in  the  shape  of  toll  duties.  As  regards  the  abolition  m 
the  toll-bars  next  adjacent  to  the  city,  I  consider  Siat  it  would  be  fair 
to  relieve  the  county  of  the  roads  within  the  toll-bars,  now  upheld  by 
them,  and  of  the  causeway  mail.  As  regards  the  abolition  of  toUs  gene- 
rally, I  can  form  no  opinion  as  to  what  would  be  an  equivident  &r  large 
towns  to  pay.  I  have  no  data  upon  which  to  solve  such  a  proUen— 
my  own  opinion  is,  that  those  who  use  and  injure  the  roads  most  should 
pay  most  for  them;  and  a  toll  seems  to  me  the  most  equitable  mode  of 
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•ecoMpIMilng  fhat  object.    I  conmder  tliat  ibe  ftmount  annually  ex-      County 
pended  br  fbe  connty  on  roads  iritfani  tbe  poafliamentary  boundanes  of      ,.  .?^    . 
S&ibiirgb,  is  very  much  greater  than  the  outlay  by  the  Paving  Bowd    EdWbmifh. 
on  roads  within  the  Leith  boundaries,  and  that  the  one  is  no  compensation  T.Lcfourn  Bsq. 
for  file  other.    I  consider  the  cost  of  keeping  up  the  streets  vidnn  a    ' 
dty  to  be  greater,  per  mile,  than  is  ivqiiirGd  %y  Toads  in  a  -courity ; 
and  I  consider  the  burdens  already  borne  by  the  oftizens  for  streets, 
pavements,  drainage,  etc.,  togetheridth  their  payments  in  *lhe  fihapei^ 
tdb,  are  greater  than  what  falls  upon  the  ibhabitaiits  of  thecoimty. 


No.  XIII.  Sir  William  (7.  Qibson-Orai^j  Bart.,  Examined : — 

I  am  a  proprietor  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Edinburgh,  and  have  taken  Sir  William  c. 
a  considerable  interest  in  the  management  of  the  roads  and  other  county     Gibson- 
matters.     I  bave  been  convener  of  theOalder  and  Slateford  District  since     ^^S»  Bart. 
1830.     I  am  perfectly  satisfied  wrth  the  management  of  the  roads  in  the 
eomty  generally,    "rtiey  are  in  very  good  order. 

With  resnect  to  the  position  of  the  tolls  in  my  district,  I  thnnk  they  are 
fiurly  placea.  The  only  difference  we  have  had  is  in  regard  to  the  toll 
at  the  Kirknewton  Station.  In  determining  where  new  tolls  should  be 
placed,  we  are  invariably  gmded  by  the  report  of  the  surveyor — our  object 
bong  to  intercept  the  traffic  of  those  who  use  the  roads. 

I  take  a  charge  of  the  statute  labour  roads  in  my  own  parish.  I  see  no 
reason  why  botb  classes  of  roads  should  not  be  under  the  same  manage- 
ment. The  statute  labour  roads  are  considered  for  local  traffic.  Whenever 
they  become  of  general  traffic,  they  are  converted  into  turnpike  reads ; 
but  they  have  not  been  so  converted  extensively  in  my  parish,  although 
in  the  adioining  parish  of  Ratho,  all  the  statute  labour  roads  have  been 
converted  into  turnpikes — the  effect  of  which  is  to  relieve  the  parish  of 
Batho  altogether  from  the  payment  of  statute  labour  assessment — -l>ut  in 
the  parish  of  Ourrie,  the  statute  labour  assessment  remains  the  same  as  it 
lias  been  for  many  years.  It  is  not  quite  at  the  maximum  rate.  The 
statute  labour  in  the  county  is  levied  on  plonghgates,  "horses,  and  dwcfQ- 
ings.  There  used  to  be  a  seuarste  assessment  for  bridge  money.  When 
I  nrst  became  convener,  we  levied  bridge  money  in  our  district.  It  was 
expended  on  bridges  on  the  turnpike  reads,  and  was  paid  into  the  general 
turnpike  fond.     It  did  not  amount  to  more  than  from  L.30  to  L.40. 

I  nave  considered  ^e  effect  of  the  abolition  of  tolls  in  this  county ;  and  { 
think  it  would  benefit  my  estate  at  the  expense  of  those  in  other  districts 
of  the  county,  owing  to  the  proximity  of  my  property  to  Edinburgh, 
enabHng  my  tenants  to  piu'sne  a  different  course  of  management  from 
parties  more  remote.  Our  road  districts  all  radiate  from  Edinburgh,  so 
that  an  assessment  would  not  bear  equally  on  all  the  portions  of  the  districts. 
The  merit  of  the  jyresent  system  is  that  no  one  is  required  to  pay  a  toll 
except  for  the  road  which  he  is  actually  using,  and  that  toll  is  adjusted,  as 
nearly  as  possible,  to  cover  the  tear  and  wear  of  the  road  cansed  by  the 
carriage  and  horse  for  which  it  is  paid.  There  must,  of  course,  be  a  great 
deal  of  the  road  used  by  parties  who  do  not  contribute  to  the  tolls.  You 
could  not  have  a  toll  at  every  100  yards. 

The  effect  of  the  railways  in  this  county  has  been  to  diminish  consider- 
ably the  revenue  of  the  districts,  and  to  throw  the  traffic  into  new  lines ; 
but  the  diminished  traffic  in  my  district,  and  consequent  diminution  in  tear 
and  wear,  compensate  in  some  considerable  degree  for  the  loss  of  revenue. 
Tbe  revenue  in  my  district  has  diminished  from  about  L.5000  to  L.3000, 
but  I  do  not  think  we  are  a  bit  worse  off. 

There  are  one  or  two  improvements  I  should  like  to  see  done  in  my  dis- 
trict, but  they  are  not  of  very  extreme  necessity. 


28  Thmpike  Road  Inquiry — Scotland. 

GoaDty  There  has  been  a  decided  diminution  of  traffic  on  our  turnpikes  once 

^  the  opening  of  railways,  and  a  corresponding  reduction  of  revenue,  but  I  de 

Edmoargb.    ^^^  think  it  is  still  going  on :  there  has  been  little  change  for  the  last 

Sir  William  C,  ^^  years. 
Gibson-  One  great  difficulty  I  feel  in  regard  to  a  general  assessment  for  the  roads 

Craig,  Bart,  is  in  regard  to  the  future  management  of  the  road  funds.  The  great  ad- 
vantage of  the  present  system  of  districts  is,  that  each  district  has  local 
knowledge  of  what  is  most  required  for  the  locality. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  present  system  of  management  in  this  comity 
is  satisfactory,  but  I  do  not  think  any  farther  consolidation  of  the  ^stricte 
would  be  desirable,  with  the  exception  of  the  Gorstorphine  and  Slateford 
Districts. 

I  think  the  arrangement  in  this  county,  whereby  the  District  Trustees 
are  under  the  check  of  the  General  Board  of  Trustees,  is  an  advantageous 
system. 

Under  an  assessment  system,  I  consider  the  operation  of  the  system  of 
district  management  might  stiU  be  maintained,  and  the  funds  might  be 
shared  in  proportion  to  the  past  outlay  of  the  districts,  or  the  sum  levied 
in  each  district  miffht  be  expended  within  that  district. 

I  think  that  under  any  system  it  would  be  deurable  to  keep  the  town 
and  county  of  Edinburgh  separate. 

Under  the  present  system,  we  receive  tolls  from  horses  and  carriages 
coming  out  from  Edinburgh,  but  we  calculate  the  tolls  they  pay  are  pro- 
portioned to  the  tear  and  wear  they  produce.  Were  tolls  abolisheid,  I 
would  consider  a  rate  of  some  kind  should  be  laid  on  the  horses  in  the  city 
as  an  equivalent  for  the  use  of  the  county  roads  by  horses  and  carts  belong- 
ing to  the  city ;  because  I  consider  the  tear  and  wear  occasioned  by  town 
horses  and  carts  on  county  roads  is  very  much  greater  than  that  caused  to 
the  town  streets  by  parties  in  the  county. 

If  tolls  were  abolished,  I  believe  the  traffic  on  the  roads  would  not  be 
materially  increased.  It  might  in  regard  to  omnibuses  to  Portobello  and 
elsewhere— certainly  not  to  anything  approaching  60  per  cent. 

The  two  features  which  I  consider  pre-eminentljr  distinguish  this  county 
from  others  are  the  following,  viz.,  that  the  county  is  in  fact  one  Trust,  and 
although  divided  into  districts  with  separate  funds  and  management,  all 
these  districts  are  under  the  direct  control  and  superintendence  of  the 
General  Trust  in  regard  to  all  their  proceedings  great  or  small.  I  con- 
sider that  had  a  similar  system  prevailed  over  the  other  counties  of  Soot^ 
land,  with  a  six  mile  clause  (which  should  be  general  and  not  limited  to 
the  county),  most  of  the  complaints  under  the  present  system  would  not 
have  existed. 

As  between  the  two  modes  of  assessment,  by  a  general  rate  over  the 
county,  or  a  separate  rate  in  each  district,  I  would  prefer  a  general  ratCi 
although  I  see  serious  objections  to  such  a  rate. 

I  think  that  any  system  that  may  be  adopted  in  lieu  of  tolls  would  be 
found  to  be  attended  with  greater  anomalies  and  injustice  than  under  the 
existing  system. 


No.  XIV.  Sir  Archibald  Hope,  Bart,,  Examined. 

Sir  ▲.  Hope,  I  am  chairman  of  the  Dalkeith  and  Post  Road  District,  and  have  be<m 
Bart  since  1864.  There  have  been  some  very  heavy  improvements  executed 
in  that  district  lately,  one  at  Willow  Brae,  and  the  other  near  the  village 
of  Preston.  These  improvements  are  the  cause  of  the  debt  in  the  district 
not  having  been  diminished  in  the  same  proportion  as  in  other  districts. 
I  think  these  improvements  have  been  very  valuable. 
Were  the  funds  levied  by  an  assessment,  I  think  there  would  be  more 
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difficulty  in  effecting  impTovements  of  that  kind.     I  concur  in  what  Sir       Ccimty 
WUliam  Gibson-Craig  has  said  as  to  the  advantage  of  the  division  into  ^^ 

districts,  and  the  control  of  the  general  body  of  Trustees  over  the  whole.    Edinburgh. 
Our  district  has  not  suffered  much  in  its  revenue  from  the  removal  of  ^^  ^  Uope 
the  toll-bars  from  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  city.    Our  revenue  is        Bart 
much  the  same  as  it  was  in  1854.     I  do  not  think  that  any  further 
consolidation  of  districts  could  be  advantageously  adopted.     I  doubt 
whether  the  very  heavy  carts  used  for  mineral  traffic  pay  in  the  shape 
of  tolls  for  the  damage  they  do  to  the  roads  in  our  district,  especiaUy 
along  the  sea  road  in  winter.     Our  paying  traffic  is  considerably  reduced 
in  consequence  of  the  number  of  coaches  being  reduced  by  the  competition 
of  the  raUway.    Our  tolls  have  been  reduced  from  6d.  to  4d.  on  carts, 
but  this  took  place  before  I  had  any  charge  of  the  roads.    The  heavy 
coal  carts  I  have  spoken  of  belong  mostly  to  a  person  or  persons  resident 
in  Edinburgh. 

I  ffive  in  the  following  statement  as  to  statute  labour  roads  in  the 
pariw  of  Inveresk. 

Statute  Labour  Roads  in  Parish  of  Inveresk. 
Previous  to  May  1850. — The  length  of  the  statute  labour  roads  in  the 
parish  of  Inveresk  was  14,747  yards,  or  8  miles,  3  furlongs,  1  pole.    The 
rates  of  assessment  were : — 

Per  ploughgate  of  50  acres,  .  .  .£0  15    0 

Per  singk  horse  cart,  .  .046 

Householders*  rent  L.5  and  under  L.IO,  .016 

Do.  L.10  and  upwards,       .  .020 

At  and  since  May  1850. — The  length  of  the  statute  labour  roads  was 
diminished,  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Post  Road  District  taking  4079  yards 
into  their  own  hands. 

The  present  length  of  the  statute  labour  roads  is  10,668  yards,  or 
6  miles  and  20  poles. 

Whereof  within  the  burgh  of  Musselburgh,  2017  yards. 

Beyond  the  burgh  boundary,  .        8651    „ 

The  present  rates  of  assessment  (for  1858-59)  are  : — 

78^  ploughgates  (of  50  acres)  at  lOs.^  .  .      £39     2  6 

102  single  horse  carts,  at  45.,  .  .  .        20    8  0 

134  householders'  rents  (L.4  and  under  L.10),  at  Is.,        6  14  0 

314  do.  (L.lOandupwards),  at  Is.  6d.     23  11  0 


£89  15    6 


Average  yearly  cost  of  maintenance,  .      £65  13  lOi 

l^.  statute  labour  assessment,  .        86  18    4^ 

Two  men  are  constantly  employed,  one  at  12s.  per  week,  and  the 
second  at  lis.  per  week. 

Some  of  the  roads  in  our  district  extend  within  the  parliamentary 
botrndaries  of  Musselburgh  and  Portobello.  It  would  be  a  considerable 
relief  to  us  to  be  freed  from  the  obligation  to  keep  those  portions  of 
road;  but  we  took  part  of  Musselburgh  road  into  the  County  TVust, 
l>ecau8e  it  was  kept  in  such  bad  condition,  and  the  burden  of  maintaining 
it  fell  very  heavily  on  the  town's  funds.  They  had  no  power  of  assess- 
ment at  tnat  time,  and  the  roads  were  maintained  out  of  the  common 
lands  of  the  burgh. 

Although  I  admit  the  inconvenience  and  annoyance  of  toll-bars,  I  am 
not  able  to  suggest  anv  more  equitable  mode  of  raising  the  funds  neces- 
sary  for  mainUming  the  roads  in  their  present  condition. 
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UEIBER8  PBBaEnS. 

WiUiAm  Smjtbc,  Esq..  |.  Bight  lionble.  Sir  John  M'ICeill: 

D.  M'Laren,  Esq. 

MB.  SMYTHS  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  XV.  PtUr  HtLagoK^ytm,^  Esq.,  PumpherstDii)  Mi<Ulaidai). 

Kxamined:-— 


Edin- 
my 


P.  :vrLa;:an,       I  ain  a  proprietor  in  the  eounty,  and  reside  about  12  miles  from  Edi 
jun.,  ..s(..     biirgh,  in  the  parish  of  Mid-Calder.     I  farm  a  considerable  portion  of  n 
own  Irtnd.     The  farming  in  my  district  is  carried  on  upon  a  somewhat 
different  system  from  what  is  pursued  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city  of  Edin- 
burgh, where  the  straw  and  green  crops  are  generally  sold  off  the  fknn. 
We  do  not  therefore  use  the  tiimpike  roads  nearly  so  moch  as  farmers 
near  Edinburgh.     The  burden  of  tolls  does  not  thus  falTso  hearily  upon 
us.     I  can  give  a  statement,  from  having  paid  considerable  attention  to 
this  subject,  of  the  sums  paid  for  tolls,  not  only  by  mysdf^  but  by  many 
other  farmers  over  the  whole  county.    I  selected  four  farmers  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Edinburgh,  the  farthest  being  about  four  miles  from 
town,  and  I  had  returns  made  by  them  of  the  amount  of  tolls  and  statute 
labour  money  paid  by  each,  also  the  number  of  horses  they  kept,  and  the 
rents  paid  by  them  respectively.     On  an  average,  I  found  that  they  paid 
L.5, 15s.  per  L.100  of  rent,  or  L.3, 17s.  per  horse, — ^the  lowest  was  L.4 
per  L.lOO,  and  the  highest  L.7  per  L.lOO  of  rent, — ^the  lowest  was  L.3, 
2s.  per  horse,  and  the  highest  L.4, 14s.  per  horse.     These  returns  were 
made  to  me  in  1854,  and  1  have  no  reason  to  think  that  the  tollage  paid 
now  can  be  less  than  was  paid  then.     The  rates  I  have  given  include  toUs 
paid  for  the  produce  of  the  farm,  whether  paid  directly  by  the  tenant,  or 
indirectly  by  the  purchasers  of  the  produce,  and  also  ror  the  travelling  of 
the  farmer's  family  to  and  from  Edinburgh,  and  for  the  driving  of  manure 
from  Edinburgh.     I  consider  the  four  farmers  I  have  taken  to  be  a  fair 
criterion  of  what  is  paid  by  tenants  generally  residing^  in*  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Edinburgh,  and  forming  upon  the  same  system.     With  respect  to 
farmers  from  eight  to  14  miles  from  Edinburgh,  I  find  the  average  to  be 
L.2,  7d.  6d.  per  L.lOO  rental,  or  about  25s.  per  horse.    My  information 
was  the  result  of  enquiries  at  about  nine  or  ten  farmers  in  my  neighbour- 
hood.   From  my  knowledge  of  the  feelings  of  the  fanners,  both  in  my 
own  neighbourhood,  and  in  the  county  generally,  they  seem  to  be  favour- 
able to  the  abolition  of  tolls.    In  fact,  at  any  meetings  we  have  had  at 
Mid-Calder,  they  have  been  unanimous  on  that  point.     I  could  state  some 
instnneea  in  which,  from  the  poMtion  of  the  toUs  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Mid>Galder»  they  bear  oppressivelv  on  individuala;  indeed^  it  was  the  put- 
ling  on  o£  a  toll  in  that  vicinity  which  gave  rise  to  the  agitation  en  the 
subject  in  that  districL  I  refiecto  the  toU-bar  at  the  Kirknewton  Station, 
if  that  toll  had  not  beoi  put  on,  a  considerable  part  of  the  traffic  on  the 
rood  would  have  escaped  without  paying  toll  a£  alL    I  may  mention  a 
case  of  a  lime-bumev,  who  was  compelled  to  pay  a.  toll  of  4d.,  though  he 
only  used  three-fourths  of  a  mile  of  the  roaid,  whereas  he  fomierly»  in 
driving  his  Kme»  went  ov»  six.  miles  of  the  road  foK  the  same  tolL    I  also 
may  mention  the  case  of  a  miikry  who  had  to  pay  a  toll  of  4d.»  naing  oolj 
two  miles  of  the  road.    I  ma;  aaj^  however^  that  I  do  not  blame  th« 


Notes  of  Evidence*  31 

Tnialeas  fas  pufcting  on  that  toll*  as  I  conaeive  it  was.tJittc  duty  to  da.  so*       County 

I  meEoly  mention  these  instances  as  inequalities,  which  ase  inseparable    p. ,.  jf 

from  the  toll  system.    I  UROuld  also  like  to  mentioa  the  case  of  my  own    Eajnbungb. 

pmeitjy»  whidi  is.  partly  ia  Mid-Lothian  and  partly  in  West  Lothian,  p.  M'Ii.afai)« 

TSk»  tenant  o£  the  part  in  West  i<Qthian.pay&  statute  la^ur  money  £ac  m    jun.,  E9*{,  * 

atetnt»  labour  road,  skirting  his  farmland  at  the  end  of.  that  load  a  toll 

18  plaeed.    I  con»dev.  it  a  gpevABOo.  that  he  has  to  pay  for  the  statute 

UhMir  soad»  and  eannot  get  on  to  the  turapike  road  without  payings  tolL 

1£  any  change-  were  introduced^  I  think  beUi  statute  labour  and  turnpike 

roads  should  be  plaeed  imder  one  management.     In  MidF-Caldai,.  I  think 

OHB  late  fbff  statute  labour  money  ia  reducedi  to  I2s.  per  ploughgate.    This 

mdactioa  ia  o^nng^  to  a  good  manjp  statute  labeuv  roada  having  been  made 

toKBpilWk    The  result  *hast  been  to  relieve  the  parishes  at  the  expense  of 

the  tunpike  funda;  hutment  the  othes  hand,  the  tolls-  hare  been  raised 

ftora  3di  tOt  4d»  on.  a  narrow  wheeled  cart,  and  check  bars  have  been 

flaaed.  on  several  roads  which*  were  formerly  statute  labour,  and  thus 

theugji  lesa^  statute  labour  assessment  ia  paid9.more  money  is  paid  for  toIl& 

I  think  that  the  s^fstem  of  eonv^rting  statute  labour  roads  into  turnpikes 

eamaenced  about  1849  or  1S50»  at  which  time  also  the  tolls  were  rai£ed. 

II  tollfrwere  abolished,  I  think  &om  any  oonversatioa  I  have  had  with 
tenerfl»  they  seem  to  support  a  eomhined  system  of  assessment  as  a  suIk 
stitute, — to  be  raised  partly  on  the  rent  of  lands,  and  partly  on  horses  not 
wed  for  agrieulture.  I  made  &  calaula4ion  some*  yeacs  ago^  but  tiiat 
weluded  the  city  of  EdinhuiEgh,  and  I  then  reckoned  that  i£L.2  were  paid 
npon  each  hoxse^  now  paying  assessed  taxes,  the  whole  of  the  streets  in  the 
ti^  and  the  roads  in  the  county»  could  be  maintained  by  a.  rate  of  4d.  per 
£,  My  caknlaUoa  included  the  streets  and  roads  in  all  the  other  burghs 
m  the  couuty.  This  was  before  the  new  Valuation  Act  passed,  but  were 
tibe  tbiug  to.  be  done  now,  I  should  propose  that  the  city  of  Ediubuij^h 
thaold  be  distinct  from  the  county.  I  consider  that  the  town  should 
ke<m  those^  portions  of  road  within  the  parliamentary  boundariesi  pre^ 
sently  maintained  by  the  County  Trustees.  I  stili  think  the  system  of 
afisessmeat  for  the  county  roads  should  be  the  same  as  that  I  have  already 
aaggested.  My  reason  for  that  is,  that  in  some  mineral  districts,  the 
coeds  are  used  and  worn  almost  entirely  by  the  minerai  proprietors,  and 
the  only  way  in  which  we  can  get  them  to  pay  a  due  proportion  oif  exr- 
pense,  iaby  adopting  the  combined  system  of  assessment  already  suggested. 

Were  a  rate  to  be  raised  by  assessment  on  rental^  I  would  have  the  rate 
"F«fc>""  without  regard  to  the  situation  of  the  farm^  because  I  think  that 
Hie  Ssrmers  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Edinburgh  are  now  paying  more 
Uiea  a  due  proportion  in  tolls.  With  regard  to  sheep  farms  in  Peebles- 
flhixe»  I  find  tluit  they  now  pay  for  tolls  about  22s.  per  cent,  upon  their 
metal,  and  one  sheep  farmer  in  the  parish  of  Currie  has  writtea  me  that 
he  pafs  L J2  per  cent,  on  his  rentaL 

I  am  aware  that  the  revenue  arising  from  tolls  within  six  miles  of  Edia- 
bnigh  forma  the  principal  fund  from  which  the  roads  in  the  moie  distant 
pectB  of  the  county  have  been  made  and  repaired,  so  thai  I  do  not  con- 
sider that  there  would  be  any  injustice  in  taxing  the  tenants  at.  a  greater 
distance  from  Edinburgh  on  the  same  scale  as  those  who  are  nearer.  I 
think  that  no  agricultural  horses  should  be  taxed,  because  they  form  part 
of  the  machinery  of  the  fhrm. 

Copt  of  Resolutions  tmanimously  agreed  to  at  a  Meeting  of  the 

Western  District  of  Mid^Lothian  Agricultmral  AsseciatKm,  held 

en  13tk  Macch  1857.  • 

(Handed  in  by  Mr  Itfaelagan.) 

The  Anocsation  ia  atill  prepared  to  adhere  to  its  resolution  formerly 

«iqwe88edr  thataa  asteaiment  oa  nental  and  en  taxed  horses»  is  the  most 
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County      equitable,  conTenient,  and  economical  method  of  raising  funds  for  rnain- 

^  taming  the  roads.    And  as  the  Question  now  appears  ripe  for  legislation, 

gdinbnrgh.    j^.  ^ugj^grs  it  its  duty  to  make  tne  following  statements : — 

P.  M*LagaD,       ^*  ^^^^  ^^^  interest  of  every  one  in  the  country,  from  the  person  w8o 

jnn.,  Esq. '  bums  a  single  cart  of  coals  yearly,  to  the  proprietor  or  tenant  of  the 

most  extensive  public  work,  to  have  good  roads,  and  it  is  therefore  his 

dutv  to  contribute  to  their  maintenance  in  order  to  attain  this  end. 

And  this  can  be  accomplished  most  easily,  most  economically,  and  most 

equally  by  an  assessment  on  rental.    Rental  therefore  ought  to  be  the 

basis  of  any  scheme  for  raising  funds  for  keeping  up  the  roads. 

2.  Horses  cannot  be  considered  a  fair  test  of  the  tear  and  wear  of  the 
roads,  if  agricultural  horses  are  included,  for,  whilst  the  horses  of  most 

Eublic  works  are  never  off  the  road,  at  least  two-thirds  of  the  fiurm 
orses,  on  an  average,  are  never  on  it.  It  must  be  admitted,  howerer, 
that  if  we  exclude  those  of  the  farm,  the  assessing  of  horses  for  a  road 
tax  becomes  a  comparatively  easy  matter,  for  they  may  be  divided  into 
two  classes,  viz. : — 1st,  Horses  employed  in  trade,  and  horses  let  for 
hire  for  draught  and  saddle,  which  are  daily  used,  and,  when  working, 
are  always  wearing  the  roads;  and,  2d,  All  carriage  horses,  hunters, 
private  hacks,  and  others,  used  for  draught  or  saddle,  which  are  not  so 
frequently  on  the  roads.  These  two  classes  include  all  those  for  whidi 
taxes  are  already  paid. 

The  Association,  at  the  previous  meeting  referred  to,  approved  of  all 
taxed  horses  being  assessed  alike  for  the  roads,  viz.,  at  the  rate  of  L.2  per 
horse.  It  would  propose  now,  however,  that  for  each  horse  of  the  first 
class,  a  sum  not  less  than  L.3  be  paid,  and  for  each  of  those  of  the  second 
class,  a  sum  not  less  that  L.l,  10s.,  and  that  any  County  Board  have  it 
in  its  power  to  impose  a  rate  greater  than  L.3  or  L.l,  10s.  on  each 
horse  of  one  or  both  classes,  if  it  considers  that  the  pecidiarities  of  the 
traffic  in  that  county  demand  such  an  additional  assessment,  provided 
that  such  rate  shall  not  exceed  itt  any  time  L.7, 10s.  on  eadi  horse  of 
the  first  class,  and  L.3,  10s.  on  each  horse  of  the  second  class. 

The  relative  proportions  of  the  assessment  to  be  paid  by  proprieton 
and  tenants,  should  also  be  well  considered.  At  present  the  tenant  pays 
the  principal  part  of  the  funds  for  maintaining  the  roads ;  and,  at  the 
same  time,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  debt  is  a  burden  on  the 
proprietors.  If,  therefore,  the  debt  is  not  to  be  paid  off,  say  for  20  years, 
and  the  burden  of  maintaining  the  roads  is  to  be  shared  equally  by  pro- 
prietor and  tenant,  it  is  evident  that  the  tenant  will  be  considerably 
relieved.  It  would  be  just,  therefore,  that  if  the  debt  is  not  to  be  paid  off 
for  a  lengthened  period,  the  tenant  should  pay  two-thirds,  and  the  pro- 
prietor one-third  of  the  burden.  But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  debt  is 
to  be  paid  off  within  a  short  time,  thus  increasing  the  assessment  for  the 
time,  while  the  property  is  relieved  of  a  burden,  then  it  would  be  but 
fair  for  the  landlord  to  pay  half  of  the  assessment.  It  is  only  at  present, 
during  the  currency  of  present  agreements,  that  any  difficulty  will  be 
experienced  in  the  equitable  adjustment  of  this  proportion  between  land- 
lord and  tenant,  for  afterwards  the  road  tax  will  become  a  burden  on  the 
property. 


No.  XVI.  Mr  Jams8  Brathj  Hallyards,  Examined: — 

» .r.  Bras^i.  I  am  a  farmer  in  Kirkliston  parish,  situated  on  the  borders  of  Mid- 
Lothian  and  West  Lothian.  I  am  considerably  hemmed  in  with  tolls. 
The  grievance  to  which  I  allude  is  felt  most  by  those  within  1*  miles  of 
Kirkliston  Village.  My  farm  is  entirely  in  Mid-Lothian,  in  the  parish 
of  Kirkliston,  but  the  town  of  Kirkliston  is  in  West  Lotlian.    I  cao 
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state  pretty  exactly  the  snm  I  pay  for  tolls,  which  is  from  L.23  to  L.24       Comity 

per  annum.    I  keep  10  horses.    The  sum  I  pay  for  tolls  is  about  9d.  h^r^h 

per  £  on  my  rental,  or  about  2s.  per  acre.    I  pay  no  statute  labour  "'^* 

money,  the  statute  labour  roads  in  the  Mid-Lothian  part  of  Kirkliston  j^^  j^  Brash. 

parish    having  been  converted  into  turnpike.     When  that  conversion 

took  place,  I  believe  there  was  a  box  bar  put  on  at  Ratho  Station,  but 

this  was  before  I  took  possession  of  my  farm.     In  Mid-Lothian  we  have 

never  to  pay  tolls  within  six  miles,  but  in  West  Lothian  it  is  different, 

from  there  being  separate  trusts;  and  an  individual  going  from  the 

Village  of  Kirkliston  to  the  Ratho  Station,  when  the  water  is  flooded,  is 

obliged  to  pay  three  tolls  within  a  distance  of  three  miles ;  and,  under 

any  circumstances,  two  tolls.   There  is  a  great  deal  of  traffic  between  Ratho 

Station  and  the  Village  of  Kirkliston,  and  also  to  Queensferry,  passing 

through  Kirkliston. 

The  feeling  against  the  toll  system,  as  a  means  of  raising  revenue,  is 
very  strong  in  my  district.  We  farmers  think  that  the  difficulty  might 
be  removed  by  adopting  as  a  substitute  an  assessment,  raised  partly  on 
Fental  and  partly  on  non-agricultural  horses.  I  am  not  clear  as  to  the 
operation  of  a  uniform  rate  upon  rental  ;  perhaps  the  farmers  in  the 
vicinity  of  Edinburgh,  and  other  large  towns,  should  pay  a  somewhat 
Ugher  rate,  from  the  circumstance  of  their  driving  the  whole  of  their 
green  crop,  straw,  etc.,  ofip  their  farms,  and  bringing  manure  back,  and 
tbna  using  the  road  more  than  farmers  at  a  distance.  There  are  several 
parties  in  my  neighbourhood  who  keep  horses  fEdling  under  the  denomi- 
nation "  non-agricultural."  I  think  a  rate  of  40s.  to  50s.  on  such  horses 
would  be  required  under  an  assessment,  and  the  balance  raised  by  a  rate 
on  rental.  There  is  a  distiller  in  my  neighbourhood  who  keeps  six  or 
seren  horses,  and  he  reckons  he  now  pays  for  tolls  L.IO  for  each  horse. 
This  is  owing  to  Ihe  peculiar  circumstances  of  his  case,  for  he  has  two, 
and  sometimes  three,  tolls  to  pay  in  going  to  Ratho  Station.  There  is 
also  a  miller  who  pays  something  about  the  same  rate  per  horse.  If  an 
assesBment  were  levied  on  rental,  I  think  one-half  should  be  laid  on  the 
proprietor,  and  one-half  on  the  tenant ;  that  is,  after  the  present*  leases 
expire.  If  it  were  found  that  the  sum  required  for  keeping  up  the 
roads  in  the  county  in  their  present  condition  would  amount  to  Is.  per 
£  on  the  rental,  and  paid  by  the  tenant  alone,  I  do  not  think  the  farmers 
would  be  satisfied.  I  think  the  farmers  generally  would  not  grudge  to 
pOT  three-fourths  of  any  rate  under  existing  leases.  In  this  immediate 
neighbourhood,  I  believe  they  would  not  grudge  to  pay  the  whole  of  any 
rate  that  may  be  imposed,  owing  to  the  peculiar  circumstances  in  which 
they  are  placed ;  but  in  advocating  the  abolition  of  tolls,  they  do  not  con- 
template at  all  an  addition  to  their  present  burdens. 


No.  XVII.  Mr  John  Finnie,  Farmer,  Swanston,  Examined  :  — 

I  reside  about  4}  miles  from  Edinburgh,  and  my  farm  is  a  very  extcn-  Mr  J.  Fimiic 
sife  <me— about  1200  Scotch  acres — one-half  arable.  I  keep  about  20 
horses.  My  reason  for  keeping  so  many  is,  that  I  feed  a  great  many 
€»ttle  with  substances  foreign  to  the  farm,  which  necessitates  a  good  deal 
more  carting  than  I  would  otherwise  require,  so  that  all  my  horses  are 
not  what  may  be  termed  purely  agricultural, — two  of  them  at  least  being 
extra,  and  more  than  would  be  required,  if  I  farmed  on  the  same  system 
a»  others  in  the  vicinity  of  Edinburgh.  I  pay,  in  the  shape  of  tolls  and 
■tfttnte  labour  money,  L.38,  as  near  as  I  can  estimate,  on  an  average  ; 
ftod  of  that  sum  I  consider  L.I 3  arises  from  my  peculiar  mode  of  manage- 
meat»  which  is  not  pursued  by  any  other  party  that  I  know  of.    Were  I 

0 
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County       to  farm  on  the  same  system  as  my  neighbours,  my  tolls  and  statute  labcrar 

^  money  would  not  amount  to  more  than  L.25.     I  would  consider  a  rate  of 

EdiDbnrgh.    g^  ^^^  £  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  much,  on  an  average,  as  is  paid  by  farmers  in  tb* 

Mr  J.  Finnic,  immediate  vicinity  of  Edinburgh.  I  think  that  an  assessment  on  rental, 
'  if  substituted  for  tolls,  would  be  deemed  by  the  farmers  a  desirable  sub- 
stitute. I  should  think  that  a  rate  of  3d.  per  £  might  be  taken  as  the 
sum  presently  paid  by  tenants  at  a  greater  distance  from  Edinburgh, 
where  the  greater  part  of  the  produce  is  consumed  on  the  farm ;  but  this 
is  only  a  guess.  Were  an  assessment  system  adopted,  I  would  incline  to 
think  a  rate  on  rental,  coupled  with  a  tax  6xi  horses  non-agricultural, 
would  be  the  best  footing  on  which  to  adjust  the  assessment.  For  such 
horses  I  would  think  a  rate  of  L  2  not  unreasonable,  and  perhaps  L.2 
might  be  found  rather  little.  In  recommending  a  tax  on  rental,  I  would 
not  restrict  it  to  purely  agricultural  possessions,  but  include  all  other 
heritages ;  and  I  think  the  latter  should  be  assessed  at  more  than  the 
former,  or,  in  other  words,  that  there  should  be  classification.  If  an  as- 
sessment on  rental  were  imposed,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that,  under  exist- 
ing leases,  the  tenants  or  occupiers  should  pay  the  whole,  and,  after  the 
expiration  of  the  present  leases,  the  matter  would  adjust  itself. 

As  regards  the  statute  labour  roads  in  the  parish  of  Colinton,  taking 
the  state  the  roads  are  now  in,  I  am  of  opinion  that  they  are  tolerably 
well  kept,  but  I  should  fear  that  the  sura  now  levied  may  not  be  sufficient 
to  keep  them  in  continued  pood  condition.  We  are  not,  however,  at  our 
maximum  in  the  parish  of  Colinton.  Were  the  toll  system  abolished,  I 
think  both  turnpike  and  statute  labour  roads  should  be  under  the  same 
management,  and  provided  for  from  the  same  funds. 

I  think  that  the  toll  system,  as  at  present  existing  in  the  county  of 
Edinburgh,  is  in  general  fairly  carried  out,  and  that  the  burden  of  main- 
taining the  roads  falls  principally  on  the  parties  who  derive  most  benefit 
from  them,  although,  in  some  instances,  parties  who  make  consideraUe 
use  of  the  roads  escape  tolls  altogether. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  in  cases  where  the  subject  is  purely  pastoral,  but 
when  improvements  take  place,  from  the  cartage  of  lime,  drain  tiles,  or 
such  like,  3d.  per  £  may  be  the  estimated  amount  paid  per  annum  for 
tolls.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  where  the  outlay  on  tolls  is  exclusively 
confined  to  live  stock  and  the  necessary  carriages  in  connection  with  the 
establishment  of  the  farmer,  l^d.  maj  be  assumed  as  the  amoiint  paid 
per  annum  for  tolls. 


ThuTiday,  I7th  February  1859. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.         |         D.  McLaren,  Esq 
MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  XVIII.  Mr  Oeorge  WkUut,  Examined  :— 

Mr  G.  Whittet  I  am  factor  for  Mr  Ramsay  of  Bamton,  and  collect  the  statute  laboar 
fund  in  the  parishes  of  Cramond  and  Corstorphine.  In  Cramond  it  is 
imposed  at  the  rate  of  24s.  per  ploughgate  of  land,  and  8s.  for  a  sxn|^e 
horse  cart,  and  formerly  there  was  an  assessment  upon  householders,  which 
was  given  up  from  the  difficulty  we  found  in  levying  it.  It  was  almost 
impossible,  the  reason  given  being  that  it  was  so  unequal  in  its  operatioRt 
as  a  large  villa  and  a  small  cottage  paid  the  same  sum.     In  the  partdi  of 
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CorBtorphine  it  is  levied  at  the  rate  of  25s.  per  plough^ate,  Ss.  a  single       County 
borse  cart»  and  28.  for  householders.    In  both  these  parishes  the  tax  on       ,.  ^ 
householders  is  so  unequal  in  its  operation  that  I  consider  it  very  objec-        ^°  ^'^^ 
tionable,  and  am  lenient  in  enforcing  it.     The  roads  are  noiv  in  tolerably  m|.  g.  Whittot. 
good  order,  and  the  sum  levied  is  generally  adequate  for  the  necessary 
repairs,  although  occasionally  I  am  obliged  to  make  advances,  which  are 
always  repaid  in  the  following  year.     The  whole  sum  collected  in  Cramond 
is  about  from  L.95  to  L.97  per  annum.     It  varies  with  the  number  of 
single  horse  carts.     The  length  of  road  in  the  parish  is  9  miles  17  yards. 
The  whole  of  the  assessment  is  laid  out  on  repairs,  except  my  salary, 
which  is  Ii.lO,  and  L.S  for  incidents.    In  Corstorphine  the  sum  levied  is 
L.81,  ds.,  the  number  of  miles  7  miles  434  yards,  and  the  expense  of  col- 
lection and  management  is  L.IO,  lOs.,  with  L.2  for  incidents. 

The  feeling  of  the  farmers  in  my  neighbourhood  is  decidedly  in  favour 
of  the  abolition  of  tolls,  and  the  substitution  of  a  rate  per  acre,  or  per 
cent,  on  the  rental  of  the  land.  I  myself  am  in  favour  of  a  rate  per  acre, 
whidi  I  would  consider  fairest :  it  would,  however,  require  to  be  classed. 
Those  near  Edinburgh  would  require  to  pay  more  than  those  at  a  distance, 
and  following  a  different  mode  of  management.  My  objection  to  a  per 
rentage  on  rental  arises  from  the  rents  being  variable,  according  to  the 
fiars*  prices.  Mv  impression  is,  that  the  farmers  are  very  desirous  of 
going  into  any  plan  for  an  equitable  substitute,  but  their  impression  is 
that  they  would  have  less  to  pay  than  at  present. 

I  would  also  be  in  favour  of  raising  part  of  the  road  funds  by  an  aseess- 
ment  on  horses  not  used  for  agriculture.  They  would  also,  I  think,  re- 
quire to  be  classed.  Quarriers'  and  carters^  horses,  for  instance,  should 
be  rated  higher  than  riding  horses, — the  former  perhaps  at  50b.,  and  the 
latter  at  35s. ;  but  I  do  not  speak  decidedly  on  this  point. 

I  think  the  farmers  would  expect  part  of  any  assessment  to  be  imposed 
on  the  owners ;  but  during  current  leases  I  think  it  should  fall  exclusively 
on  occupiers,  although,  if  such  an  improvement  were  carried  through,  the 
Iftodlorik  would  probably  not  object  to  pay  a  fourth. 


No.  XIX.  Mr  WilUcm  Anderson,  Examined  : — 

I  am  town-clerk  of  Leith,  and  I  produce  the  following  memorandum  for  i^fr  William 
the  information  of  the  Commissioners  : —  An  Icrson. 

MsuoRANDUM  as  to  Roads,  etCj  in  the  Borgh  of  Leith.  Qenenl 

The  Burgh  of  Leith  comprehends, 

Ist,  The  Police  Bounds  and  Streets  therein ; 
2d,  The  Leith  Road  District ; 
3d,  Part  of  the  Cramond  District  of  Roads ; 
4th,  Part  of  the  Post  Road  District;  and 
5tb,  Part  of  the  Edinburgh  District  of  Roads. 

The  Burgh  Reform  Act  of  1833  defines  the  burgh  boundaries,  ''The 
Leith  Municipal  and  Police  Act,  1848,"  §  12,  and  ''  The  Edinburgh  Muni- 
cipality Extension  Act,  1856,"  §  41  and  42,  define  the  police  boundaries, 
which  are  within,  but  not  co-extensive  with,  the  burgh  boundaries.  The 
Leith  Road  Act,  9  and  10  Vict.  cap.  125,  §  39,  defines  the  streets  and 
loads  which  the  Trustees  are  to  maintain,  as  "  the  whole  roads  and  streets 
heretofore  maintained  and  upheld  b^  the  Trustees  belonging  to  the  town 
of  Leith."  These  are  nowhere  specified  in  the  Act  of  Parliament,  but  will 
be  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  are  all  within  the  police  bounds,  except  a 
rerj  small  part  extending  from  the  east  end  of  Couper  Street  to  the  centre 
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County  of  the  bridge  in  Junction  Street,  a  portion  of  the  Lochend  Road,  and  a 
vAt  \^  u  P^*  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  round  the  eastern  portion  of  the  Links.  Those  roads 
Edinburgh,  ^j^j^j^  ^^^  ^^^^^1^^  ^^icb  form  parts  of  the  Cramond  and  Post  Road  Dis- 
tricts, are  maintained  by  the  Trustees  for  these  districts  respectirelj. 
Those  maintained  by  the  Post  Road  District  are  within  the  police 
boundaries.  Those  maintained  by  the  Cramond  District  are  partly  within 
the  police  boundaries,  and  partly  beyond  them.  Within  the  police  bounds, 
there  are  also  some  streets  which  the  Commissioners  for  the  Harbour  and 
Docks  are  held  liable  to  maintain. 

1.  The  roads  and  streets  within  the  police  bounds,  which  are  maintained 
out  of  the  tax  levied  for  police  purposes,  are  the  whole  roads  and  streets 
within  these  bounds,  with  the  exception  of  those  under  the  2d,  3d,  4tb,  and 
5th  heads  of  the  preceding  specification  (and  those  for  which  the  Dock  and 
Harbour  Commissioners  are  liable),  and  extend  to  about  6i  miles.  The 
actual  cost  of  maintenance  is  about  L.407  per  annum  on  the  ayerage. 
Many  of  them  are  little  used,  and  require,  generally  speaking,  very  trifling 
repairs, — the  principal  part  of  the  expense  being  required  for  the  leading 
thoroughfares.  The  measurement  given  is  not  from  actual  survey,  but  is 
taken  from  the  Government  survey  maps,  with  as  much  precision  as  possible. 

2.  The  district  under  the  management  of  the  Leith  Road  Trustees  is 
situated  chiefly  on  the  outskirts  of  the  Old  Town  of  Leith.  They  may  be 
stated  generally,  as  the  following ; — commencing  at  the  uorth-east  comer 
of  North  Leith  Church-yard,  and  running  westward  along  the  Queensferry 
Boad  to  the  stone  bridge  at  Junction  Street — ^the  whole  of  that  street — the 
part  of  the  Bonnington  Road  from  Yardheads  to  Silverfield — ^the  roads 
round  and  upon  Leith  Links,  and  the  Lochend  Road  from  Vanburgh  Vhce 
to  Lochend  Loch.  These  roads  are  3  miles  206  yards  in  length,  and  the 
superficial  measurement  is  48,376  yards.  The  cost  of  victual  maintenanoe 
last  year  was  L.435,  17s.  2d.  The  expense  of  maintaining  these  roads  is 
defrayed  out  of  an  assessment  over  the  district,  defined  in  §  28  of  the  Local 
Road  Act,  9  and  10  Vict.  cap.  125,  before  mentioned.  The  maximum  as- 
sessment authorized  is  6d.  per  £.  of  real  rent  of  dwelling-houses — the  rate 
levied  is  4d.  per  £. 

3.  The  part  of  the  Cramond  District  within  the  burgh  extends  from 
Leith  Walk  to  Bonnington  Bridge  (within  the  police  bounds),  from  that 
bridge  to  the  Queensferry  Road — the  whole  of  that  road  west  of  the  stone 
bridge  at  Junction  Street — and  generally,  the  whole  tmmpike  roads  west 
of  Albany  Street  (which  are  beyond  the  police  bounds).  The  extent  is  not 
exactly  known  to  us,  but  is  supposed  to  exceed  seven  miles.  The  cost 
of  maintenance  is  defrayed  out  of  the  funds  of  that  district. 

4.  The  part  of  the  Post  Road  District  within  the  burgh,  and  also  within 
the  police  bounds,  is  the  road  from  Baltic  Street  to  the  boundary  of  the 
burgh  at  Seafield  toll-bar— extent  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile — cost  de- 
frayed from  funds  of  district. 

5.  The  parts  of  the  Edinburgh  Paving  District  within  the  burgh,  and 
also  within  the  police  bounds,  are  Leith  Walk  frx>m  Pilrig  Street  to  Duke 
Street — ^Duke  Street — and  the  Easter  Road  frvm  Duke  Street  to  the 
burgh  boundarj^.  Extent  about  1}  mile.  Cost  defrayed  from  fonds  of 
Edinburgh  Paving  Board. 

Dock  Com-  6.  The  streets,  for  the  maintenance  of  which  the  CommissionerB  fox  the 
mission.  Harbour  and  Docks  are  held  liable,  are  Commercial  Street,  Bridge  Street, 
Shore,  Coalhill,  Dock  Street,  Dock  Place,  and  Tower  Street.  Their  liar 
bility  is,  in  some  instances,  disputed,  and  the  repairs  made  under  protest) 
such  as  Bridge  Street  and  Dock  Street.  The  extent  of  these  streets  is 
about  a  mile.  Cost  defrayed  from  the  revenues  of  the  harbour  and.  docks. 
Toll-bars.  7.  There  are  three  within  the  burgh,  viz.,  Seafield,  Links,  and  Pilrig, 
and  2  check  bars,  viz.,  at  Annfield  and  Easter  Warriston,  so  far  as  we  know. 
The  Seafield  and  Links  bars  are  under  the  Post  Road  Trustees— the  othen 
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under  the  Cramond  District  Trustees.     The  amount  of  tolls  levied  is  un-       Comity 

known  to  us.                                                                                                         Edinbnrffh 
8.  There  are  three  public  bridges  within  the  burgh,  viz.,  two  draw-bndges         * 

across  the  harbour,  and  the  stone  bridge  at  Junction  Street---all  main-   Mr  William 
tained  bj  the  Commissioners  for  the  Harbour  and  Docks  of  Leith.     Cost    AndersoD. 

not  known  to  us.  Brif!iT«i 

The  assessment  levied  under  the  Local  Koad  Act  (9  and  10  Vict.  cap.  *'""»«»• 
125)  is  leviable  from  those  portions  of  the  burgh  which  are  within  the  toll- 
bars.  There  is  an  apparent  anomaly  in  the  curcumstance,  that,  what  was 
originally  the^Leith  Walk  District  is  maintained  out  of  the  city  of  Edin- 
bni^h  paving  rate,  whilst  the  same  is  within  the  parliamentary  boundaries 
of  Leith,  and  liable  to  assessment  under  the  Leith  Road  Act, — but  this 
arises  from  a  special  agreement,  when  two  Acts  were  passed  by  which 
Leith  was  made  a  separate  district  from  Edinburgh.  I  will  send  to  the 
Commissioners  a  statement  of  the  circumstances  through  which  the  main* 
tenance  of  certain  streets  and  roads  within  the  Leith  parliamentary 
boundaries  was  kid  on  the  Edinburgh  Paving  Board.  I  may  state  that 
the  Leith  Road  Trustees  and  the  Police  Board  are  virtually  the  same 
body,  and  employ  one  surveyor  for  the  roads  under  their  respective  charges. 
The  Dock  Trustees  have  a  separate  surveyor.  The  existence  of  three  toll- 
bars  within  the  parliamentary  boundaries  has  not  given  rise  to  any  special 
complaints  of  their  being  a  grievance. 

Were  the  present  toll  system  abolished,  undoubtedly  a  certain  amount 
of  benefit  must  arise  to  the  burgh,  but  I  can  hardly  undertake  to  estimate 
what  the  value  of  that  benefit  would  be,  or  whether  the  inhabitants  of  " 
Leith  would  be  disposed  to  give  up  much  in  return  for  such  a  benefit.     It 
just  comes  to  this,  whether  the  toll  is  more  oppressive  than  the  tax  which . 
would  be  laid  on  to  maintain  the  road. 

Additional  Memobaivdum  as  to  Leith  District  of  Roads. 
(Handed  in  by  Mr  Anderson.) 

1.  These  were  formerly  part  of  the  Leith  Walk  District.     That  district  Beads 
was,  by  the  6th  and  6th  William  IV.  cap.  68,  merged  in  the  middle  dis-  P*^^*^**^ 
trict  of  roads,  now  the  Edinburgh  Paving  Board.     By  that  Act,  §  33,  the  §dJJ]Ju~jh 
toll  on  Leith  Walk  was  directed  to  be  discontinued  on  26th  May  1836,  and  Paying 
the  roads  which  comprised  Leith  Walk,  Duke  Street  (Leith),  and  the  Board! 
Easter  Road,  were  included  in  the  Middle  District — ^the  whole  moneys^ 
funds,  and  efiects  of  the  Leith  Walk  District  Trust  being  made  over  at  that 
date  to  the  Middle  District  Trustees,  who,  thereafter,  were  to  be  bound  tc 
free  and  relieve  the  Leith  Walk  District  Trustees  of  all  obligations  and! 
daims  in  relation  to  the  said  district.     By  §  34  of  the  same  Act,  certais: 
other  roads  were,  in  like  manner,  merged  in  the  Middle  District  Trust. 
What  the  funds  and  obligations  made  over  to,  or  undertaken  by,  the  Middle 
District  Trustees  were,  I  do  not  know,  or  how  they  were  disposed  of  or 
wiped  off ;  but  I  have  all  along  understood  that  the  Leith  Walk  District 
fonds  handed  over  amounted  to  a  considerable  sum.    In  1846,  the  Middle 
District  Trustees  intending  to  apply  to  Parliament  for  more  enlarged 
powers,  proposed  to  separate  Leith  (then  part  of  the  Middle  District)  from 
that  district,  and  form  it  into  a  distinct  district  by  itself.     The' proposal 
was  to  dissever  from  the  Middle  District  the  roads  referred  to,  so  far  as 
within  the  burgh  of  Leith  ;  but  the  Leith  authorities,  considering  that  the 
imtea  leried  in  the  extended  district  would  not  meet  the  expense  of  main- 
taining these  roads— that  the  Middle  District  Trustees  had  obtained  the 
fbnds  of  the  Leith  Walk  District,  reckoned  sufficient  to  defray  the  cost  of 
nuuntenanee — and  that  the  formation  of  a  new  Trust  entailed  the  maintain^ 
ing  of  a  separate  staff  of  officials,  and  other  expense,  which  would  create  a 
h^vy  burden  on  such  a  small  Trust— contended  either  that  they  should  get 
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County       a  sum  snfficient  to  reimburse  them  for  such  expenses  from  the  Middle  Dis- 

--^  ^    .      trict  Trustees  ;  or,  if  that  could  not  be  complied  with,  that  the  burden  of 

^^  ^^  *    maintaining  these  roads  should  remain  with  the  Edinburgh  Board,  althongh 

Mr  William    ^^^  property  in  the  district  was  included  in  the  Leith  bounds,  and  made 

Anderson,     liable  to  the  Leith  assessment,  so  as  to  meet  the  additional  expense  of 

management.    The  latter  alternative  was  agreed  upon,  and  given  effect  to 

by  a  regular  agreement  between  the  parties,  and  the  local  Acts  passed  both 

for  Edinburgh  and  Leith  in  1846.     At  that  time,  the  Leith  Road  Trustees 

and  the  Commissioners  of  Pcdice  were  entirely  distinct  bodies,  with  separate 

arrangements,  etc. 

Value  of  2.  The  annual  value  of  the  whole  property  of  every  kind  (except  churches 

Property.         ^^^j  g^^|j  ^^^j^  ^i^j,jj^  ^1,^  l^j^j^  ^^^  District,  is  L.88,047, 6s.    The  annual 

value  of  property  assessed  under  the  Road  Act,  is  L.  87,326,  5s.,  being  con- 
fined to  dwelling-houses. 


No.  XX.  James  Kemp,  Esq.,  Provost  of  Musselbni^h ;  and  ThomoB  Iao, 
Esq.,  Town-Clerk  of  Musselburgh,  Examined  : — 

J.  Kemp,  Esq.,  Part  of  the  roads,  streets,  and  bridges  within  the  burgh,  are  maintained 
T  T  "*^  T?  ^y  *^®  County  Road  Trustees,  part  by  the  town  out  of  its  ordinary  re* 
T.  Lees,  Esq.  yg^ug^  p^rt  from  the  statute  labour  ftmds ;  and  the  burgh  having  adopted 
the  General  Police  Act  (Loch's  Act)  (the  Town  Council  forming  the  Com- 
missioners of  Police),  have  the  powers  of  that  Act,  and  maintain  portions 
of  the  footpaths.  In  1843,  an  arrangement  was  made  with  the  County 
Road  Trustees,  under  which  it  was  agreed  that  the  Post  Road  District 
should  uphold  the  macadamised  parts  of  Fisherrow,  and  the  burgh  of 
Musselburgh  uphold  other  parts  of  the  same  road,  and  this  arrangement 
has  been  acted  upon  ever  smce.  The  obligations  of  the  buigh  are  chiefly 
implemented  from  a  fund  of  customs,  called  ''  Qenties  Custom,"  which  is 
more  than  sufficient  for  their  maintenance,  but  we  have  to  pay  out  of  it 
part  of  the  interest  of  our  debt — a  portion  of  which  debt  was  contracted 
to  make  and  repair  the  roads  and  bridges.  The  debt,  as  consolidated  by 
the  Musselburgh  Estate  Act,  1851,  amounts  to  L.19,563.  On  this  we  pay 
4  per  cent,  interest.  One  year  with  another,  the  customs  fund  remains 
much  the  same  in  amount.  It  is  a  through  custom.  All  the  corn  passing 
through  the  burgh  to  the  Edinburgh  market  pays  dues.  We  have  a  petty 
custom  besides  on  articles  coming  into  the  burgh.  The  Gen  ties  Custom 
is  let  to  a  tacksman,  and  we  estimate  the  annual  value  of  this  fund  at 
L.210.  There  is  no  toll-bar,  but  a  house  at  the  road  side  for  the  coUccUht. 
For  some  time  the  collection  of  this  custom  was  given  up,  in  consideration 
of  an  annual  payment  by  the  Road  Trustees  of  L.260,  but  a  turnpike 
was  then  put  on  by  these  Trustees.  This  arrangement  was  continued  till 
the  term  of  Whitsunday  1833,  until  a  debt  for  building  the  new  bridge 
across  the  Esk  was  paid  ofi^  when  the  custom  was  resumed.  We  remem- 
ber of  only  two  cases  of  litigation  connected  with  the  toll  within  the  last 
thirty  years.  They  were  only  before  the  Sheriff— one  of  them  in  the 
fimall  Debt  Court. 

There  is  a  toll  within  the  parliamentary  bounds  of  the  burgh,  near  tb« 
eonfines  of  the  county.  These  boundaries  extend  to  the  county  oi 
Haddington. 

Although,  under  the  agreement  above  alluded  to,  the  burgh  is  bound  to 
maintain  the  turnpike  r<Md  frtmi  the  new  bridge  to  the  ^^east  end  of  the 
bui^h,"  the  obligation  upon  the  burgh  is  virtually  notenforced*  except  is 
far  as  Pinkie  Gate.  The  extent  of  the  portion  Uius  maintained  may  he 
nearly  half  a  mile.  An  aaseiament  of  L.400,  raised  on  lands  and  heritages 
within  the  boxgh,  for  the  piurpose  of  maintainiBg  the  roads  now  upheld  by 
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the  County  Trustees,  would  fall  very  heavily  on  the  inhahitants.  Many  County 
of  the  houses  being  low  rented,  and  comparatively  of  small  value.  A  con-  „ ,.  j'  , 
siderable  portion  belong  to  females,  orphan  children,  and  non-resid enters.  ^^ 

The  inhabitants  of  Musselburgh  would  reap  but  a  small  benefit  from  the  j.  Kemp,  Esq., 
removal  of  the  toll-bars,  the  parties  on  whom  chiefly  an  assessment  would         and 
fall  being  diflferent  from  those  who  now  pay  toll.    About  half  the  quantity  T.  Lees,  Esq. 
of  coals  consumed  in  the  burgh  pay  one  toll  at  present.     The  Prison 
Assessment  is  about  2d.  per  £,  payable  half  by  the  landlord.  ^ 


No.  XXI.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Johnstone,  Provost  of  Portobello, 

Examined: — 

The  burgh  of  Portobello,  for  police  purposes,  is  under  Rutherford's  Lieut-Col. 
Act.  The  main  street  or  road  is  under  the  Road  Trustees,  and  main-  Johnstone* 
tained  by  them.  It  runs  through  the  whole  extent  of  the  burgh  from  east 
to  west,  nearly  two  miles.  The  Police  Commissioners  are  empowered  by 
the  Act  to  call  on  the  proprietors  to  put  the  streets  within  the  burgh  in 
proper  order,  and  when  that  has  been  done,  to  levy  an  assessment  for  their 
future  maintenance.  As  yet,  nothing  has  been  done  under  the  Act. 
Tower  Street  was  causewayed  previous  to  the  date  of  the  Act.  At  pre- 
sent there  are  many  of  the  streets  which  are  just  in  their  natural  condition, 
the  roadway  never  having  been  formed,  except  water  channels  on  each 
side.  There  is  but  one  exit  from  the  burgh  at  which  a  toU  is  not  placed 
to  intercept  us,  we  are  so  completely  shut  in.  We  have  opposed  the 
placing  of  the  toll  at  Brunstain  Bridge,  near  Fisherrow,  about  which  there 
were  great  complaints,  as  we  get  all  or  nearly  all  our  coal  that  way.  K 
tolls  were  removed,  the  burgh  of  Portobello  would  be  much  benefited,  we 
have  so  many  omnibuses  running  to  Edinburgh,  and  all  our  coals  nearly 
are  carted  from  Preston  Grange  and  the  east.  I  am  not  very  sure 
whether  the  inhabitants  would  be  willing  to  pay  an  assessment  as  a  sub- 
stitute  for  the  present  tolls.  The  post  road,  over  which  our  coals  are 
driven,  is  at  present  in  very  bad  condition,  owing  to  the  heavy  coal  and 
other  traffic.  I  am  myself  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  of  advantage  to 
the  burgh  to  have  an  assessment  in  lieu  of  tolls,  but  I  doubt  whether  that 
would  be  the  general  feeling  of  the  inhabitants.  The  abolition  of  tolls 
would  not,  I  think,  materially  increase  the  trafiHc  on  the  roads.  It  would 
not  divert  the  traffic  from  the  railway  to  the  turnpike. 

The  statute  labour  money  is  applied  to  certain  roads  within  the  burgh. 
All  houses  above  L.5  and  under  L.20  of  yearly  value  pay  Is.,  and  above 
that.  Is.  6d.  It  is  collected  within  the  burgh,  and  forms  one  fund  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  roads  in  Duddingstone  parish.  There  are  probably  only 
about  30  yards  of  road  within  the  burgh  maintained  out  of  the  statute 
labour  funds,  and  another  small  portion  leading  to  Willowbrae. 


Friday,  18<A  February  1859. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.  1  Sir  James  Fergusson,  Bart. 

Bight  Honble.  Sir  J.  McNeill.    |         Duncan  M'Laren,  Esq. 

MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  XXn.  John  Sinclair^  Esq.,  City-Clerk  of  Edinburgh,  Examined  : — 

I  have  been  senior  city-clerk  for  eight  years,  but  have  been  for  a  long  J.  Sinclair,  Esq. 
time  connected  with  the  municipal  affairs  of  the  city.    My  position  has 
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*  County      brought  me  in  contact  with  many  of  the  citizens  of  Edinburgh  from  time 
of  to  time,  bo  that  I  have  had  opportunities  of  knowing  their  opinions  ind 

Bdinborgh.    feelings  in  regard  to  matters  m  which  the  city  is  interested.    With  regard 
J.Sinclair  Em.  ^^  ^^  question  of  abolition  of  tolls,  there  has  been  no  expression  of  public 
feeling  m  Edinburgh  on  the  subject  since  the  Act  of  1854  was  passed.    I 
cannot  say  there  is  indifference  on  the  subject,  but  the  attention  of  the 
community  has  not  been,  since  the  passing  of  that  Act,  much  directed  to 
•  it.    The  County  Act  will  expire  in  1866 ;  and  we  have  looked  forward  to 

a  reconsideration  of  the  matter  when  that  Act  comes  to  be  renewed. 
When  the  Act  passed  for  the  extension  of  the  municipality  in  1866|  there 
was  a  proposal  to  transfer  the  powers  of  the  Paving  Board  to  the  Town 
Councu,  but  this  was  opposed  by  the  Paving  Board,  aided  by  certain 
county  gentlemen,  and  a  compron^ise  was  made,  by  which  that  portion  of 
the  scheme  was  not  pressed,  the  constitution  of  the  Paving  Board  being 
re-adjusted  to  suit  the  altered  state  of  things. 

I  consider  that  the  more  freely  people  can  move  from  one  place  to 
another  the  better.  Although  there  is  no  movement  upon  the  subject  at 
present,  yet,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  when  the  attention  of  the  people  of 
Edinburgh  comes  to  be  directed  to  the  subject,  as  it  must  be  in  the  course 
of  a  few  years,  they  will  seek  to  have  the  present  system  materially 
changed.  It  is  verv  undesirable  that  the  present  system  of  management 
should  be  continued.  I  think  we  should  have,  in  regard  to  the  streets  and 
roads  within  the  parliamentary  boundary,  unity  of  management,  as  well  as 
freedom  from  external  control.  The  present  Paving  Act  is  defective,  as 
it  leaves,  to  a  large  extent,  the  control  of  the  maintenance  of  private 
streets  to  private  individuals.  It  appears  that  3  miles  527  §  yards  of  streets 
were  thus  exempted,  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  Act,  from  the  con- 
trol of  the  Paving  Board,  and  since  that  time  numerous  new  streets 
have  sprung  up,  which  materially  add  to  the  extent  of  streetway  left  in 
this  position.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  management  and  control  of  all 
roads  and  streets  within  the  parliamentary  boimdaries  should  be  vested 
in  one  body. 

The  interests  of  the  citizens  are  affected  by  the  present  system  of  tolls, 
in  as  much  as  you  cannot  move  beyond  the  parliamentary  boundaries  with- 
out being  subjected  to  a  toll,  which,  from  its  very  nature,  is  levied  at  a 
disproportionately  heavy  expense.  I  think  there  should  be  the  same 
freedom  of  motion  beyond  the  parliamentary  boundary  that  there  is 
within  it ;  that  necessarily  infers  the  abolition  of  the  present  tolls,  and  the 
providing  for  the  expense  of  maintaining  the  roads  according  to  another 
system  than  the  present.  All  householders  in  the  city  at  present  pay  a 
tax  for  the  maintenance  of  the  roads  within  the  city,  and,  in  addition  to 
this,  the  Paving  Board  levies  a  tax  called  Causeway  Mail,  and  which  (like 
the  tolls)  is  levied  at  a  disproportionately  heavy  expense.  I  have  said 
that  I  think  tolb  are  levied  at  a  disproportionate  expense.  Taking  those 
immediately  around  Edinburgh,  I  would  be  surprised  to  hear  that  they 
were  collected  at  the  rate  of  2  per  cent.  My  conjecture  as  to  the  expense, 
is  taken  from  the  expense  of  toll  collection  over  the  country  generally,  as 
shewn  by  the  published  accounts,  and  from  the  rate  of  the  expense  in  col- 
lecting the  city  customs. 

In  regard  to  the  most  eauitable  system  of  maintaining  the  roads,  and 
whether  the  burden  shoula  fall  on  the  persons  who  use  Uie  roads,  or  the 
possessors  of  property,  I  can  make  no  distinction  between  the  two, 
because  I  hold  that  the  possessors  of  property  are  the  parties  for  whose 
benefit  the  roads  were  originally  made,  and  for  whose  use  chiefly  they  are 
maintained.  By  possessors  of  property,  I  mean  the  occupiers  as  w^  as 
the  owners.  I  do  not  say  that  the  principle,  that  those  who  use  the  roads 
should  pay  for  them,  is  not  a  correct  one,  but  I  hold  that  the  more  simply 
these  public  Trusts  can  be  managed  the  better  for  the  whole  commnnity ; 
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and  as  the  persons  using  any  road  are^  to  a  large  extent,  the  owners  and       Conntj 
occupiers  of  property  within  the  district,  I  hold  that  the  natural  course  is    ^ ,.  ^ 
to  levy  a  direct  tax  on  all  the  property  within  the  district,  dividing  that         ^    ^^ 
tax  equally  between  the  owners  and  the  occupiers.     If  you  take  a  suffi- j^gjn^iiuryEsq. 
ciently  large  area,  the  burden  will  fall  equitably  on  the  parties  within  that 
area.     I  do  not  think  it  possible  by  any  system  of  tolls  or  otherwise,  to 
ensure  absolute  equality  of  taxation.     In  general  taxation  absolute  equality 
is  unattainable.    All  that  it  is  expedient  to  aim  at  is  a  system  of  general 
equity,  and  the  simpler  the  mode  by  which  we  can  arrive  at  general  equity 
the  better  for  the  community. 

I  cannot  say  what  rate  of  assessment  would  be  required  to  maintain  the 
county  roads  in  their  present  condition,  but  I  am  indifferent  as  to  the 
rate.  I  hold  the  roads  are  maintained  for  the  benefit  of  the  occupiers 
and  owners  of  property  within  the  county,  and  that  whatever  the  expense 
be,  it  is  for  their  own  interest  to  defray  it.  The  principle  of  direct 
assessment  will  lead  the  County  Trustees  to  consider  well  before  embark- 
ing in  new  schemes  of  road  extension. 

I  do  not  consider  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh  owners  and 
occupiers  of  property  within  the  county ;  they  have  a  common  interest  with 
the  inhabitants  of  the  county,  in  the  maintenance  of  good  roads  within  the 
connty,  in  the  same  way  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  have  a 
common  interest  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  in  the  maintenance  of 
good  streets  and  roads  within  the  city,  but  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
and  the  county  should  be  left  each  to  manage  their  affairs  for  thcm- 
selves  within  their  respective  limits.  At  present,  certain  representatives 
of  the  connty  are  members  of  the  Paving  Board,  and  representatives  from 
the  city  are  members  of  the  General  County  Trust. 

Question. — It  has  been  suggested  as  a  possible  plan  for  equalizing  the 
borden  of  an  assessment  in  the  county,  and  yet  preserving  at  the  same 
time  the  benefits  of  local  management,  that  a  uniform  rate  of  assessment 
should  be  levied  over  the  whole  county,  and  the  sum  derived  therefrom 
should  be  apportioned  to  the  different  districts  according  to  the  average 
amount  of  their  respective  expenditure  for  the  last  two  or  three  years. 
How  would  it  answer  to  assess  the  city  and  county  jointly  at  a  uniform 
rate,  and  apportion  the  fund  upon  the  same  principle  ? 

Answer, — I  hold  that  such  a  plan  would  be  unjust,  and  that,  being 
unjust,  it  would  lead  to  continual  ^scord  between  the  county  and  the  city. 
It  would  be  unjust,  because,  while  the  valuation  of  the  county  of  Edin- 
burgh (exclusive  of  railways  and  burghs)  is  L.359,088,  the  valuations  of 
the  dty  of  Edinburgh  alone,  is  L.  807,326.  I  recur  to  my  former  prin- 
dple,  that  in  all  such  matters  the  county  and  burgh  should  be  kept  entirely 
separate.  The  effect  of  the  plan  suggested  would  be  to  make  the  sum 
leviable  from  the  city  more  tnan  two-thirds  of  the  whole  aggregate  sum 
required  for  city  and  county,  and  more  than  double  the  sum  presently 
levied  within  the  city.  That  olnection  applies  I  believe  equally  at  pre- 
sent to  the  prison  rate,  and  the  »ct  has  given  rise  to  grievous  complaints 
on  the  part  of  the  burghs  from  time  to  time,  and  they  watch  every  op- 
portunity of  trying  to  have  the  system  altered.  I  am  derk  to  the  Con- 
vention of  Royal  Burghs,  and  I  know  that  they  have  again  and  again 
petitioned  Parliament  against  the  present  sprstem,  and  were  the  means  at 
one  time  of  obtaining  a  committee  of  enquiry  of  the  House  of  Commons 
on  the  subject.  I  know  that  this  feeling  extends  equally  to  the  parlia^ 
mentary  burghs.  Besides  that,  the  case  of  the  prison  rate  is  not  parallel, 
not  being  a  uniform  rate  over  the  counties  and  the  burghs  therein.  In  so 
fiur  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  dty  use  the  county  roads,  they  are  subjected 
in  payment  of  toll,  and  thus  contribute  to  the  maintenance  of  the  roads, 
in  addition  to  the  rate  levied  upon  them  within  the  dty,  but,  in  so  far  as 
the  inhabitants  of  the  county  use  the  roads  within  the  city,  upheld  by  the 
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County       Paving  Board,  they  are  exempted  from  payment  of  toll,  and  thus  an  in- 
of  justice  is  done  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  as  compared  with  the  ia- 

Edmbargb.  jj^bitants  of  the  county.  I  have  no  doubt  that  any  uniform  rate  imposed 
J.  Sinclair  Esq.  ^po^^  ^^^  city  and  the  county  jointly,  would  have  the  effect  of  increasing 
the  amount  now  paid  by  the  inhabitants  of  Edinburgh  for  the  maintenance 
of  roads.  Having  already  laid  down  the  principle,  that  by  taking  a  large 
area  of  taxation,  any  uniform  assessment  which  might  be  imposed  would 
fall  equitably  on  those  inhabiting  that  large  area,  I  explain  that  I  do  not 
think  this  principle  applies  to  embracing  tlie  city  and  county  of  Edin- 
burgh within  such  a  taxable  area,  because  there  are  special  circumstances 
which  lead  me  to  think  that  the  affairs  of  towns  should  be  kept  separate. 
If  an  assessment  were  levied  within  the  city,  I  consider  a  tax  on  horses 
would  not  be  desirable.  I  think  the  system  of  causeway  mail  should  be 
abolished.  I  would  have  the  whole  roads  and  streets  within  the  Parlia- 
mentary boundaries  upheld  by  one  local  authority,  and  by  means  of  a 
general  assessment  leviable  on  lands  and  heritages  without  any  exemptions, 
the  tax  being  divided  equally  between  the  owners  and  the  occupiers. 

Tuesday,  Ist  March  1869. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 


William  Smythe,  Esq. 
Sir  James  Fergusson,  Bart. 


Right  Hon.  Sir  John  M^NeiU. 
Duncan  McLaren,  Esq. 


MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


John  Sinclair,  Esq.  (Examination  resumed.) 

If  the  present  system  is  altered,  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  desirable  in 
any  case,  that  one  description  of  lands  and  heritages,  such  as  shops,  should 
be  taxed  at  a  different  rate  from  other  descriptions.  In  towns,  the  pre- 
sent system  is  a  conversion  of  statute  labour,  which  is  a  burden  on  house- 
holders, but  if  any  general  change  were  introduced  applicable  both  to 
counties  and  burgns,  I  would  be  in  favour  of  a  uniform  assessment,  as 
already  stated.  If  tolls  are  to  be  maintained  in  the  county,  it  may  become 
a  question  in  Edinburgh,  whether  we  should  not  have  tolls  also.  There 
seems  no  equality  in  requiring  an  inhabitant  of  the  town,  the  moment  he 
passes  the  town  boundaries,  to  pay  toll  to  the  County  Trusts,  whilst  an 
inhabitant  of  the  county  coming  into  the  town,  or  passing  through  the 
town,  is  permitted  to  do  so  without  any  like  payment.  This  inequali^ 
can  only  be  done  away  with  by  an  assimilation  of  the  two  systems.  If  i* 
were  found  that  this  could  not  he  done  without  causing  an  unduly  heavy 
burden  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  county,  I  would  not  seek  to  force  a  new 
system  upon  them. 

I  think  it  would  be  quite  a  possible  thing  to  extend  the  city  boundaries 
for  the  purposes  of  a  road  assessment,  for  maintenance  of  the  roads  within 
such  extended  area,  so  as  to  lessen  the  burden  on  the  remainder  of  the 
county,  if  such  extension  wore  the  only  solution  of  the  question  how  to 
maintain  the  roads  independently  of  tolls.  But  I  think  the  inhabitants  of 
the  city  would  have  some  difficmty  in  agreeing  to  this  plan,  which  would 
lay  upon  them  an  additional  burden.  The  idea  of  a  new  area  for  road 
assessment  is  new  to  me,  and  will  require  consideration  in  various 
aspects.  For  example,  the  city  authorities  might  be  brought  into  collision 
with  those  of  the  county,  unless  the  city  boundary  were  extended  for  all 
purposes,  and  for  such  an  extension  there  seems  no  call  otherwise.  I  ^^ 
not  think  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  would  be  disposed,  in  any  other  way* 
to  contribute  towards  the  assistance  of  the  county  in  the  maintenance  of 
the  roads. 
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I  did  not  approve  of  the  principle  in  Lord  £lcho's  Bill,  whereby  an       Ck>auty 
equalization  was  attempted  to  be  made  of  the  rates  in  counties  and  burghs.    .^ ,.  ^ 
I  think  it  would  be  equally  reasonable  to  insist  on  an  equalization  of  rates  '^ 

in  Edinburgh  and  Leith.     If  it  were  equally  for  the  good  of  all  parties,  j.^SnciairjEsq. 
the  objection  vanishes ;  but  I  think  county  and  town  are  so  different,  that 
the  more  they  are  kept  separate  in  all  such  arrangements  the  better. 

What  I  have  stated  in  respect  to  a  separate  management  in  county  and 
boigh,  applies  with  equal  force  to  the  cases  of  Leith  and  Edinburgh.  The 
burgh  of  Edinburgh  should  not  be  liable  to  maintain  roads  within  the 
mriiamentary  boundary  of  Leith.  Until  1856,  the  police  jurisdiction  of 
Edinburgh  extended  considerably  within  the  parliamentary  boimdaries  of 
Leith.  This  anomaly  was  put  an  end  to  by  the  Edinburgh  Mimicipal  Act 
ef  1856 ;  and  I  hold  that  the  anomaly  which  still  exists,  with  regard  to  the 
maintenance  of  certain  streets  within  the  parliamentary  boundary  of 
Leith,  should,  in  like  manner,  be  put  an  end  to,  in  any  new  system  of  road 
management  which  may  be  adopted  by  the  Legislature. 

I  think  it  desirable  that  a  re-adjustment  of  the  arrangements  for  the 
nudntenance  of  roads  and  streets  within  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  should 
take  place.  First,  the  roads  now  maintained  by  the  County  Trustees 
within  the  parliamentary  boundary  should  be  placed  for  superintendence 
and  management  under  the  local  authority  of  the  dty.  Secondly,  the 
abolition  of  what  are  called  private  streets.  It  ought  to  be  compulsory 
on  the  owners  of  all  premises  situated  in  such  streets,  to  agree  to  the 
arrangements  contained  in  the  Paving  Board  Act  of  1846,  whereby  such 
itreets  would  be  transferred  to  the  City  Paving  Board.  They  would  thus 
be  deprived  of  the  discretion  left  them  by  that  Act.  The  same  rule  ought 
to  apply  to  all  streets  that  have  sprung  up  since  1846.  The  powers  in  the 
Police  Act,  whereby  parties  may  be  compelled  to  repair  the  portion  of 
street  in  front  of  their  own  premises,  is  objectionable  and  defective  as  com- 
pued  with  a  general  system,  whereby  the  whole  streets  would  be  main- 
tained according  to  one  uniform  plan.  I  think  the  whole  of  these  private 
streets  should  be  placed  as  soon  as  possible  under  the  management  of  the 
local  authorities,  but  the  owners  should  be  responsible,  in  the  first  place, 
for  the  expense  of  putting  them  in  good  order.  Thirdly,  I  would  direct 
the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  to  the  present  system  of  maintaining 
the  foot- ways  over  the  greater  portion  of  the  town  apart  from  the  carnage- 
^js.  The  foot-way  and  carriage-way  should  both  be  maintained  by  the 
ttffie  parties.  At  present,  in  public  roads  and  streets,  the  carriage-way 
U  maintained  by  the  Paving  Board  or  County  Road  Trustees,  and,  in 
general,  the  foot-way  by  the  owners  of  the  property  fronting  the  roads 
umI  streets.  It  is  a  troublesome  process  to  compel  the  owners  to  perform 
their  obligations,  whilst  the  repair  is  unequally  done,  in  consequence  of 
pvties  being  liable  only  for  the  repair  of  the  portion  in  iront  of  their 
pcendses,  without  being  bound  to  act  in  concert  with  their  neighbours,  or 
Mcording  to  a  uniform  system.  In  consideration  of  the  owners  of  all 
^ds  and  heritages  within  the  burgh  being  made  liable,  under  a  new 
fl^m  of  road  management,  to  one-half  of  the  paving  rate,  they  should  be 
lelieved  of  the  present  burden  of  maintaining  the  foot-ways.  Lastly, 
the  management  of  the  paving  should  be  combined  with  that  of  the 
deansing  and  sewerage.  At  present  the  cleansing  and  sewerage  are 
]nfii|^ed  under  the  Town  Council  as  come  in  place  of  the  former  Com- 
BMioners  of  Police,  whilst  the  paving  is  under  a  separate  Board.  Many 
inconveniences  arise  from  the  present  system.  There  is  also  a  want  of 
l^onn  management,  and  a  great  deal  of  unnecessary  correspondence 
uetween  the  officials  of  the  different  Boards.  Besides  being  inconvenient, 
I  think  the  present  system  is  not  economical.  The  paving  rate  might  be 
eolkcted  with  the  police  rate,  and  the  surveyor  who  manages  sewerage 
nght  ako  manage  the  paving.    There  are  occasional  disputes  as  to 
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County  irhether  matters  requiring  to  be  attended  to  fall  to  the  Paving  Board  or 
^  ^  to  the  Town  Goundl.    The  Paving  Board  might  be  abolished,  and  their 

Edinburgh,  p^^grg  transferred  to  the  Town  Council,  as  has  been  done  in  the  case  of 
J.Sinclair  Esq.  t^®  Police  Board.  The  Paving  Board  is,  to  a  considerable  extent,  com- 
posed of  representatives  from  the  different  wards,  but  the  electors  take 
very  little  interest  in  the  matter.  I  shall  furnish  a  Return,  showing  rdi^ 
tive  numbers  of  votes  for  Town  Councillors  and  members  of  the  Paving 
Board  in  the  several  wards  of  the  city  since  1846,  when  the  present  mode 
of  election  was  introduced. 

In  collecting  the  city  dues,  the  collectors  are  obliged  to  give  tickets 
numbered  consecutively,  the  counterfoils  remaining  as  checks,  shewing 
the  numbers  issued.  In  addition  to  these  tickets  there  is  a  system  of  rigid 
•  supervision.  The  wages  of  the  collectors  amount,  on  an  average,  to  L.39 
a  year.  This  system  has  been  in  operation  since  1855,  and  a  material  in- 
crease has  taken  place  in  the  revenue  since  that  date.  It  was  introduced 
in  consequence  of  suspicions  that  money  was  received  by  the  collectors 
which  was  not  accounted  for,  and  that  the  low  wages  were  a  temptation 
to  such  a  course.  I  find,  on  reference  to  the  accounts  of  the  County  Rood 
Trusts,  that  in  one  district  (Lasswade  and  Wrightshouses),  the  wages  of 
the  toll-gatherers  average  L.14,  10s.  5d.  per  annum  per  station,  besides 
house  and  light.  This  is  the  lowest  average  paid  in  any  district.  In  the 
Cramond  District,  which  is  the  highest,  the  wages  average  L.27)  Os.  Sd. 
per  annum  per  station,  exclusive  of  the  accommodation  of  a  house.  My 
inference,  from  this  low  rate  of  wages,  and  from  the  absence  of  a  system 
of  check  tickets,  is,  that  there  is  no  adequate  security  that  the  whole 
amount  collected  is  accounted  for.  This  circumstance,  combined  with  the 
necessarily  heavy  expense  of  collection,  shows  that  it  is  desirable  to  pro- 
vide a  better  mode  of  defraying  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  roads. 

I  am  aware  that,  in. the  city  of  Edinburgh,  an  expense  exceeding 
L.30|000  has  been  incurred  for  drainage  within  a  few  years,  the  whole  of 
which  has  fallen  upon  the  proprietors  in  the  districts  drained,  comprising 
much  of  the  poorest  property  in  the  city.  The  rate  has  sometimes  been 
as  much  as  16s.  5d.  per  £  of  the  actual  rental.  These  drains,  when  exe- 
cuted, are  of  the  nature  of  permanent  improvements.  They  are  nearly 
all  carried  along  the  public  streets,  and  are  not  the  peculiar  property  of 
the  owners  of  the  premises  in  these  streets.  This  system  of  drainage  is 
still  going  on,  and  has  hitherto  been  applied  to  a  comparatively  small  por- 
tion of  the  area  of  the  town.  The  cost  of  the  drainaee  works  throughout 
the  whole  city  already  executed  must  have  amounted  to  several  hundred 
thousand  pounds. 

In  regard  to  police  rates.  Is.  4d.  per  £  is  the  rate  this  year.  It  was 
last  year  Is.  5d.  The  maximum  rate  is  Is.  6d.  It  is  levied  on  four-fifths 
of  the  real  rent.  The  cost  of  watching,  lighting,  and  cleansing  the  city  is 
defrayed  from  this  assessment.  For  last  year  the  grass  assessment 
amounted  to  L.37,039.  For  watching  alone  the  cost  in  Edinburgh  is 
upwards  of  L.20,000  per  annum,  and  this  year  is  equal  to  lOd.  per  £  on 
the  rental.  The  cost  of  the  police  in  the  county  is  met  by  a  rate  of  2^' 
per  £,  also  levied,  I  believe,  on  four-fifths  of  the  real  rent.  The  cost  of 
cleansing  the  city  is  nearly  L.  14,000  per  annum,  whereof  about  L.8000  is 
defrayed  from  the  produce  of  the  street  manure,  the  remainder  being 
equal  to  a  rate  of  3d.  per  £  of  the  rental.  There  is  no  corresponding 
assessment,  neither  is  there  any  assessment  for  lighting  in  the  county, 
which  last  is  equivalent  to  a  rate  of  3d.  per  £  in  the  city. 

These  are  some  of  the  circumsUinces  that  lead  me  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  interests  of  town  and  county  are  so  dissimilar,  that  there  should  be  a 
complete  separation  in  the  management  of  their  afikirs. 

Question, — The  assessable  rental  of  the  county  of  Edinburgh  being 
L.415,630,  and  the  Bum  required  for  the  maintenance  of  statute  labour 
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and  turnpike  roads  in  the  county,  irrespectiye  of  improvements,  amount-       Cuanty 
ing  to  L.l  6,000,  it  appears  that  the  rate  per  cent,  for  the  maintenance  of    ^  ..  ^ 
the  roads  in  the  county  is  L.3,  lOs.  lOd.,  and  the  rate  per  head  of  the  popu-  ^  ^^ 

lation  of  the  county,  4s.  8d.  The  assessable  rental  of  the  city  of  £din-  j. Sinclair, Esq. 
bugh  (within  the  parliamentary  boundaries)  is  L.700,000,  and  the  sum 
expended  on  streets,  etc.,  about  L.8000.  It  appears,  then,  that  the  rate 
for  those  purposes  in  the  buigh  is  L.l,  2s.  lOd.  per  cent,  on  the  rental, 
mnd  the  rate  per  head  of  the  population.  Is.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  a 
STstem  producing  such  results  would  be  equitable?  Answer — lam  of  opinion 
tnatyinso  far  as  population  is  concernea,  that  should  be  kept  altogether 
oat  of  view,  as  it  is  well  known  that  the  population  of  a  large  town  is  swelled 
from  a  variety  of  causes,  which  do  not  apply  to  the  country  districts. 
With  reference  to  the  rate  per  cent,  on  the  rental,  I  think  it  is  not  inequi- 
table,  because,  although  in  the  county  it  would  be  heavy  as  compared  with 
the  town,  there  are  other  burdens  peculiar  to  towns  wmch  do  not  apply  to 
the  county,  and  which  go  very  far,  if  not  altogether,  to  remove  the  appar- 
ent injustice.  Besides,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that,  according  to  the 
system  of  road  management  which  has  been  indicated,  the  city  would 
relieve  the  county  of  the  expense  of  maintaining  the  turnpike  roads,  so 
far  as  these  are  within  the  parliamentary  boundary,  estimated,  as  I  under- 
stand, at  L.1700  per  annum.  On  referring  to  the  accounts  of  the  Paving 
Board,  I  find  that  their  expenditare  for  last  year  was  L.9000,  instead  of 
L.8000,  as  stated  in  the  question  put  to  me,  and  then,  to  the  two  sums  of 
L.9000  and  L.1700,  there  ought  to  be  added  the  cost  of  maintaining  the 
private  streets  and  nearly  the  whole  of  the  foot-ways  within  the  city, 
which  must  amount  annually  to  a  large  sum. 

RETURN  showing  the  Number  of  Persons  who  Voted  for  Town  Coun- 
cillors of  Edinburgh  and  Members  of  the  Paving  Board,  respectively, 
at  the  Annual  Elections  in  November  1856,  1857,  and  1858. 

(Handed  in  by  Mr  Sinclair). 


1 

Election  1856. 

Election  1857. 

Election  1858. 

Total  Voters. 

No.  of  Voters  for 

No.  of  Voters  for 

No.  of  Voters  for 

t 
Town 
CouDcU- 
lors. 

Mem- 
bers of 
Paving 
Board. 

Town 
Council- 
lors. 

Mem- 
bers of 

PavinflT 
Board. 

Town 
Council- 
lors. 

Mem- 
bers of 
Paving 
Board. 

Town 
Council- 
lors. 

Mem- 
bers of 
Pavinr 
Boar  0. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

489 
382 
449 
413 
234 
628 
632 
652 
667 
426 
439 
688 
456 

192 

9 

363 

302 

21 
261 

14 
482 
177 

33 
235 
477 
427 

21 

12 

69 

103 

13 

12 

67 

46 

21 

408 

391 

126 

60 

20 

7 

63 

7 

11 

12 

67 

46 

20 

9 

368 

224 

60 

81 

358 

37 

155 

8 

32 

45 

45 

66 

3 

447 

403 

39 

78 

7 

36 

3 

8 

^32 

45 

37 

55 

4 

9 

187 

35 

591 
752 
555 
671 
255 
572 
644 
643 
644 
837 
1277 
1117 
646 

290 

23 

462 

312 

40 

305 

126 

516 

252 

46 

612 

888 

512 

ToUl 

6055 

2943 

1339 

904 

1709 

536 

9103 

4383 

KoTB.»The  same  persons  are  entitled  to  vote  in  the  election  botti  of  Town 
Connoiliors  and  Members  of  the  Paving  Board. 
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County 
Kdinbunrh.  ^^*  ^^I^^'  ^^  David  Murray^  Examined : — 

Mr  D.  Murray.  I  am  collector  and  treasurer  of  the  city  of  Edinborgh  Paving:  Boftrd, 
and  have  held  that  oflSce  since  the  present  Board  was  constituted.  The 
arrangement  whereby  the  Paving  Board  keep  up  a  portion  of  the  roads 
within  the  parliamentary  boundaries  of  Leith,  was  made  by  an  Act 
which  passed  in  1835.  By  §  33  of  that  Act  (5  and  6  Vict.,  cap.  68), 
it  was  provided  that  the  tolls  within  the  Leith  Walk  District  should  cease 
upon  25th  May  1836 ;  and  the  monies,  funds,  and  effects  then  belonging 
to  this  Trustees  of  that  district  were  to  be  made  over  to  the  Trusted  rf 
the  Middle  District,  who  were  thereafter  to  free  and  relieve  the  Trustees 
of  Leith  Walk  District  of  all  obligations  and  claims  against  them  in  re- 
lation to  that  district,  the  roads  in  which  were  for  the  future  to  be  kept 
in  repair  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Middle  District.  These  roads  lie  partly 
within  the  parliamentary  burgh  of  Leith.  By  9  34  of  the  same  Act, 
the  streets  and  roads  formed  by  the  Galton  Road  Commissioners  were, 
\rith  certain  exceptions,  made  to  form  part  of  those  maintained  by  the 
Trustees  of  the  Middle  District,  who  were,  from  and  after  the  passing  of 
the  Act,  to  have  right  to  the  whole  property,  funds,  claims,  and  debts 
belonging  to  the  Calton  Road  and  Jail  Commissioners, — the  Trustees  of 
the  Middle  District  being,  on  the  other  hand,  taken  bound  to  free  and 
relieve  those  Commissioners  of  all  debts  incurred  by  them  in  relation  to 
said  roads  and  streets,  and  to  the  bridge  over  the  Low  Calton.  The 
result  of  these  transactions  appears  by  the  accounts  to  have  been  as 
follows : — 

The  Leith  Walk  Trustees  paid  over  in  1836  to  the 

then  Middle  District  Trustees,  by  instalments,  £7»074  15  2 
And  there  was  paid  over  in  1847,  from  the  Calton 
Road  Commissioners  to  the  Paving  Board,  as 
coming  in  place  of  the  Middle  District  Trustees,  1,488  14  1 
And,  in  connection  with  the  same  transactions,  28 
City  Bonds  were  handed  over  in  1842,  valued  at 
L.76  each, 2,128    0    0 

Amounting  in  whole  to  .      £10,6^    9    3 

The  Middle  District  Trustees,  on  the 
other  hand,  paid : — 

Debts  and  obligations  incurred  by 
the  Calton  Road  Commissioners 
and  Commissioners  of  the  Jail, 
to  the  amount  of,      .  .  £7,720    4    6J 

And  on  account  of  the  Leith  Walk 
Trustees'  debts,  they  paid  .        .       400  18    3 

jkaking  together,    8,121    2    8J 

Thus  leaving  an  available  balance  of,      Jf  2.670    6    6^ 

which  amount  is  the  nett  sum  the  Middle  District  Trust  derived  from 
those  arrangements  towards  the  future  repair  and  maintenance  of  the 
roads  in  Leith  Walk  District,  and  of  those  portions  of  the  roads  formed 
by  the  Calton  Road  Commissioners,  which  were  thereafter  to  form  part 
of  those  to  be  maintained  by  the  Middle  District.  I  have  no  means  of 
stating  the  amount  expended  in  the  repair  and  maintenance  of  these 
particular  roads  and  streets  since  they  came  under  charge  of  the  Middle 
District  Trustees,  but  this  infurmation  can  probably  be  supplied  by  the 
inspector. 
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No.  XXIV.  Mr  Robert  Paterson.  Examined : — 


("ounty 
of 


I  am  assessor  of  the  burgh  under  the  Lands  Valuation  Act.  The  total  Edinburgh. 

Taluation  of  the  lands  and  heritages  within  the  parliamentary  ^  ~R~bert 

bounds  of  the  City  of  Edinburgh,  is         .             .  L.807,32G  paterson. 

The  proportion  of  that  assessed  for  paving  rate  is      .  4U4,'224 


Exempted  premises  occupied  as  shops,  with- 
out dwelling-houses  attached, 
Land, 

Vacant  property,    . 
Property  rented  under  L.5, 
Public  buildings,  Chapels,  etc., 
Bailvrays, 


L.313,102 


L.188,577 
10,467 
9,289 
45,169 
48,745 
10,KG5 


L.313,102 


In  reference  to  these  exemptions  which  I  have  stated,  I  would  observe 
that  the  assessment  was  imposed  in  lieu  of  statute  labour  service,  and 
that  it  is  therefore  held  to  be  a  commutation  for  the  personal  services  of 
an  individual  according  to  his  ability  to  contribute,  rather  than  a  tax  upon 
the  lands  and  heritages  which  he  may  happen  to  occupy,  and  that  the  rent 
of  dwelling-houses  is  taken  as  the  best  criterion  of  ability. 

I  can  give  what  would  be  the  actual  assessable  rental  of  the  bur;;h.  in- 
cluding all  rents  at  and  above  L.4,  but  excluding  public  buildings,  such  a» 
Courts  of  Law,  Register  Office,  and  other  Crown  property^  also  churches, 
chapels,  and  the  like.    It  would  be  as  follows : — 
Buildings,        ......  L.  699,566 

Land,  ......  10,467 

RaOways,        .....  10,865 


If,  at  and  above  L.5,  the  aggregate  amount  would  be 


L.720,898 
L.704,132 


I  haye  no  doubt,  whatever,  that  it  would  be  much  more  equitable  to 
hare  the  tolls  removed.  I  think  it  would  have  the  effect  of  throwing  the 
expense  of  maintaining  the  roads  more  generally  over  the  population  if  an 
anenment  were  imposed.  I  think  the  people  in  the  towns  are  interested 
in  maintaining  the  roads,  both  in  the  town  and  country,  and  I  am  one  of 
those  who  think  that  the  exemptions  in  the  Paving  Act  should  not  be 
maintained.  I  would  be  in  favour  of  an  assessment  laid  upon  all  descrip- 
tions of  property — ^the  rate  levied  would  then  be  less,  and  the  burden  more 
miiform.  I  think  the  property  should  contribute  independent  of  the 
ability  of  the  occupier. 

I  have  opportunities  of  learning  the  opinions  of  people  in  Edinburgh, 
and  the  country  generally,  and,  as  far  as  I  know,  I  think  the  opinion, 
almost  univerBally,  is  in  favour  of  the  abolition  of  tolls.  This  opinion 
might  be  modified  according  to  the  amount  of  the  assessment  that  would 
be  necessary  as  a  substitute  for  tolls ;  but  I  am  myself  of  opinion  that  a 
small  assessment  would  be  sufficient.  I  would  think  lOd.  per  £  a  very 
hige  assessment. 

With  regard  to  the  mass  of  the  people  in  Edinburgh,  I  think  the  aboli- 
tion of  tolls  would  not  be  considered  by  them  any  great  relief.  The  recent 
arrangement  whereby  the  toll-bars  were  removed  has  greatly  diminished 
the  complaints,  so  fiur  as  Edinburgh  is  concerned.  I  do  not  think 
the  people  of  Edinburgh  would  be  disposed  to  pay  any  great  additional 
tax  in  heu  of  tolls  if  they  were  abolished ;  but  I  think  they  would  not 
olgect  to  maintain  the  17  miles  of  road  within  burgh,  now  maintained  by 
the  County  Trustees. 
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No.  XXV.  Mr  James  Nimmo,  SighthiU,  Examined  :— 

Mr  J.  Kimmo.  I  am  a  farmer  in  the  parish  of  Corstorphine.  I  keep  14  horses  on  iny 
farm  of  SighthiU,  and  four  on  my  farm  of  Gogarbank,  aboat  a  mile 
distant,  in  Ratho  parish.  I  could  not  work  the  farm  of  SighthiU  with 
fewer  than  13.  I  pay  usually  about  L.45  odds  for  tolls  for  my  two  farms; 
it  has  been  more  during  the  last  two  years.  I  have  paid  L.28  daring  the 
last  five  months.  I  believe  L.45  will  continue  to  be  the  average.  This 
includes  the  tolls  paid  by  the  persons  who  buy  turnips  from  me,  and  drive 
them  from  the  farm.  I  also  pay,  as  statute  labour  assessment  in  Corstor- 
phine, L.6,  14s.  3d.  There  is  no  statute  labour  assessment  in  Ratho 
parish.  I  have  not  included  any  sum  for  family  or  personal  tolls,  but  I 
estimate  these  at  above  L.6  per  annum.  I  am  not  situated,  in  respect  of 
tolls,  less  favourably  than  my  neighbours.  The  turnpike  roads  1  use  are 
in  good  condition.  The  statute  labour  roads  are  not  in  a  very  good  con- 
dition. The  distance  of  Sighthill  from  Edinburgh  is  four  miles,  and 
Gogarbank  about  6^.  We  get  all  our  coals  by  ^he  railway  at  Gogsr 
Station.  I  think  this  cheaper  than  sending  carts  to  the  nearest  pit,  14 
^  miles  off.   If  tolls  were  removed,  I  would  not  send  my  carts  in  bad  weather, 

but  in  summer  time  I  might.  My  rent  on  an  average  is  about  L.1200, 
but  varies  with  the  fiars  prices,  so  that  my  whole  tofis  amount  to  about 
Is.  per  £,  or  5  per  cent.  I  would  personally  desire  the  abolition  of  tolls, 
and  I  think  the  opinion  of  my  neighbours  is  the  same,  preferring  that  the 
roads  should  be  maintained  by  a  rate.  Independent  of  the  inconvenience 
arising  from  detention  and  stoppages  at  tolls,  the  maintenance  of  the  roads 
by  any  rate  amounting  to  less  than  what  I  now  pay,  would  of  course  be  a 
pecuniary  gain  to  me.  I  have  no  reason  to  think  there  is  any  difference 
of  opinion  among  my  neighbours  as  to  the  desurableness  of  getting  rid  of 
tolls,  although  there  may  be  as  to  the  nature  of  the  substitute.  My  own 
opinion  is  in  favour  of  a  rate  on  rental,  as  I  think  a  rate  on  horses  would 
be  evaded  very  much.  I  do  not  think  there  would  be  any  objection  in 
equity  to  lay  part  of  the  rate  on  non>agricultural  horses,  as  they  use  the 
roads  most.  I  do  not  think  a  rate  of  Is.  a  week,  or  50s.  a-year,  could  be 
grudged,  if  laid  on  such  horses.  If  tolls  were  done  away  with,  I  think  that 
cartage  on  the  roads  would  inevitably  compete  more  with  the  railway  than 
it  does  now.  I  think  the  result  would  be  to  increase  the  traffic  on  the 
roads  for  the  cartage  of  commodities  now  carried  by  railways — ^that  is, 
where  far  from  a  railway  station  ;  but  I  have  formed  no  idea  as  to  the  ex- 
tent to  which  this  might  be  carried.  This  would  necessarily  increase  the 
tear  and  wear  of  the  roads,  and  the  consequent  expense  of  maintaining 
them.  I  consider  that  the  question  of  sendmg  produce  by  railway  or  rosd, 
is  one  depending  on  the  relative  cost  of  the  two  modes  of  conveyance,  but 
it  is  necessary  also  to  take  into  account  the  trouble  of  loading  and  unload- 
ing at  the  railway.  For  a  very  short  distance  (four  or  five  miles)  it  is  not 
worth  the  trouble  to  put  produce  on  railways,  but,  I  am  of  opinion,  ^^^ 
tolls  were  removed,  cowfeeders  in  Edinbuigh  would  go  out  even  beyond 
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the  six  miles  irom  Edinburgh  for  tbeir  turnips,  rather  than  get  them  bj       County 
railway.    This  would,  of  course,  tend  to  raise  the  value  of  land  beyond    ^ ,.  ^ 
these  six  miles.    If  lolls  were  abolished,  I  think  very  few  turnips  exlra  '^ 

would  be  carted  into  Edinburgh  beyond  a  distance  of  six  or  seven  miles.     Mr  J.  Ninnxio. 


No.  XXVI.  Mr  James  Wilson,  Wester  Cowden,  Examined  :— 

I  am  a  farmer  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dalkeith,  about  a  mile  and  a  Mr  J.  Wilson, 
half  from  that  town.  I  keep  11  horses  on  the  farm,  all  for  agricultural 
purposes.  1  cart  almost  the  entire  produce  of  my  farm  to  Dalkeith, 
except  the  green  crop,  which  is  mostly  consumed  on  the  farm.  I  generally 
sell  mj  potatoes  on  the  ground.  I  estimate  the  tolls  and  statute  labour 
money  paid  by  me  during  the  year  1868  at  .     L.12    1    6 

And  I  calculate  that,  by  the  use  of  1^  mile  of  railway  at  a 
cost  of  L.5, 1  saved  L.6  on  tolls,  for  which  I  should  other- 
wise have  had  to  pay      *  .  10  . 0    0 


But  for  the  use  of  the  railway,  the  amount  of  my  tolls  and 
statute  labour  money  would  have  been  .  .  Tj.22 


6 

MB 


My  rent  is  between  L.700  and  L.800,  so  that  my  tolls  and  statute 
labour  is  about  3  per  cent,  on  ro^  rental.  I  think  this  about  the  average 
rate  par  cent,  paid  by  neighbourmg  farmers. 

I  do  not  think  that  in  my  case  I  would  cart  more  than  I  do  at  present, 
although  tolls  were  removed,  the  produce  of  my  ^rm  being  principally 
disposed  of  at  Dalkeith,  within  1^  miles.  I  do  not  think  that  I  could 
cart  in  produce,  and  cart  out  manure,  to  and  from  Edinburgh,  so  advan- 
tageously as  by  using  the  railway,  even  if  tolls  were  abolished. 

As  a  substitute  for  tolls,  some  of  my  neighbours  are  favourable  to  a 
nte  entirely  on  horses,  and  some  are  not.  There  is  a  great  objection  to 
tolls,  and  I  think  farmers  would  rather  have  a  fair  assessment  than  pay 
tolls.  If  a  fair  proportion  of  the  assessment  were  laid  on  non- agricultural 
horses,  I  think  such  an  arrangement  would  be  satisfactory  to  farmers. 

The  roads  are  generally  good,  but  there  is  one  very  bad  portion  from 
Lugton  Toll  to  the  top  of  the  hill  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Esk. 

Persons  who  might  be  called  upon,  tinder  an  assessment,  to  pay  more 
than  they  do  at  present,  would  probably  be  dissatislied  ;  and  those  who 
paid  less,  would  be  weU  pleased. 


No.  XXVTI.  Mr  Peter  Cameron,  Examined : — 

i  am  a  partner  of  the  firm  of  J.  and  P.  Cameron,  railway  agents  and 
general  carriers.  We  contribute  very  largely  to  the  causeway  mail  in 
Edinburgh,  nearly  three  times  as  much  as  any  other  firm  in  town.  The 
amraal  average  for  the  last  three  years  is  L.662.  This  includes  petty 
ewtoins.  I  will  endeavour  to  furnish  a  statement  of  the  amount  paid 
for  causeway  mail  as  distinct  from  customs.  I  consider  the  causeway 
mail  a  tax  which  presses  very  heavily  and  unfairly  on  our  business — and 
we  took  the  opinion  of  counsel  as  to  the  legality  of  the  charge ;  I  con- 
tidered  the  opinion  we  received  from  Mr  Penny  as  unfavourable  to  the 
legality,  but  being  unwilling  to  enter  into  litigation,  we  did  not  proceed 
any  farther.  The  tax  being  only  payable  on  certain  articles,  it  some- 
times happens  that  a  waggon  oontaining  several  hundred  packages  is 
(liarged,  when  perhaps  only  one  or  two  of  these  may  be  articles  liable  to 


Mr  Peter 
Cameron. 
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County       the  tax.     There  is  no  corresponding  tax  in  Glasgow.     I  think  the 

h'     h     causeway  mail  there  is  charged  up6n  horses  or  rental.     The  tax  in 

Eainbnrgh.    Eji^ijurgij  presses  upon  us  in  our  business,  in  a  way  which  we  do  not 

Mr  Peter     experience  anywhere  else.     In  Edinburgh  the  causeway  mail  is  2d.,  and 

Cameron,     the  petty  customs  commutation  Id.     With  regard  to  other  towns,  in 

several  cases  the  railway  companies  have  compounded  with  the  burghs 

for  the  dues.     In  so  far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  this  has  been  the  case 

at  Stirling,  Perth,  Aberdeen,  Paisley,  Dundee,  etc.     I  am  of  opinion  that 

in  collecting  the  causeway  mail  and  customs  in  Edinburgh  there  is  a 

great  deal  of  fraud. 

We  carry  on  a  great  deal  of  traffic  both  by  road  and  rail.  I  am  of 
opinion  that  of  the  through  traffic  of  the  country,  a  very  large  proportion 
is  now  carried  by  railway,  and  none  of  it  by  turnpike  roads.  The  effect 
of  this  is  to  limit  the  traffic  on  turnpikes  very  much  to  the  wants  of  the 
locality.  It  reduces  it  to  a  local  traHic  as  distinguished  from  a  through 
traffic.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  different  sections  of  our  turnpike  roads 
are  entirely  used  by  parties  inhabiting  the  localities  through  which  those 
sections  pass.  It  is  very  rarely  that  we  are  asked  to  send  fnrniture  100 
miles  by  road  now.  In  regard  to  the  distance  from  Edinburgh  at  which 
traffic  by  the  roads  can  compete  with  railways  for  heavy  go^s,  I  would 
say  that  eight  or  nine  miles  may  be  stated  as  a  distance  when  the  roads 
are  sometimes  employed.  Were  tolls  abolished,  1  do  not  think  that  the 
traffic  on  the  roads  would  be  increased  by  traffic  tranbferred  from  the 
ridlways.  The  carriage  of  farm  produce  by  road  or  rail  would  of  course 
be  influenced  by  the  distance  of  the  railway  station,  and  the  state  of  the 
road  leading  to  it.  We  use  the  roads  in  the  neighbourhood  of  town 
for  delivery,  and  we  require  to  consider  the  distance  to  which  we  can 
extend  our  deliveries  profitably,  taking  into  account  the  incidence  of 
existing  tolls.  But  I  do  not  think  the  removal  of  two  tolls  in  six  or 
eight  miles  would  induce  us  to  use  the  roads  to  a  greater  distance  than 
^  we  do,  where  railways  exist ;  that  kind  of  traffic  consibting  of  deliveries 

in  the  country,  being  but  a  small  part  of  our  business,  would  not  be  of 
sufficient  consideration  to  induce  us  to  change  our  arrangements.  The 
case  would  be  different  with  passenger  traffic,  which  at  present  competes 
successfully  for  short  distances  with  railways,  and  would  in  the  case  of 
the  abolition  of  tolls  be  still  further  strengthened.  In  the  event  of  the 
abolition  of  tolls,  I  consider  that  an  increase  of  anything  like  50  per 
cent,  on  the  traffic  on  the  roads  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Edinburgh,  is 
utter  nonsense.  With  regard  to  the  passenger  traffic  for  short  diiitances, 
to  which  I  have  referred,  I  am  aware  that  the  trustees  commute  the 
tolls  for  omnibuses,  hut  I  do  not  know  the  amount  of  such  commutation. 
These  omnibuses  would  probably  be  successfully  maintained,  independent 
of  such  commutation. 

I  think  the  influence  of  the  railways,  in  drawing  traffic  to  themselves, 
is  still  further  to  reduce  the  traffic  on  the  turnpike  roads ;  and,  therefore, 
supposing  tolls  to  remain  as  they  are,  I  am  quite  certain  the  toll  revenues 
will  still  further  diminish.  This  will  go  on  still  more  rapidly  as  addi- 
tional railways  or  branches  are  formed.  Of  the  carriers  in  the  country 
who  still  travel  considerable  distances,  by  much  the  greater  part  draw 
their  profits,  not  from  the  traffic  between  the  extremities,  but  from  the 
carriage  of  goods  for  short  distances  to  the  intermediate  stations. 

We  pay  a  large  sum  in  the  year  for  tolls.  I  think  if  tolls  were  abolished, 
a  tax  on  horses  would  be  the  simplest  way  of  providing  a  substitute.  I 
would  think  15s.  or  20s.  per  horse  would  be  a  fair  rate,  if  the  aj-sessment 
were  raised  entirely  on  horses  of  every  description,  including  agricultural 
horses.  If  such  a  rate  were  insufficient  for  maintaining  the  roads*  I 
would  consider  25s.  per  horse  might  be  consented  to. 

Our  firm  were  through  carriers  to  and  firom  all  the  principal  towns  ia 
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England  for  a  long  series  of  years,  before  the  opening  of  railways.     It       County 
was  of  course  our  interest  that  the  roads  throughout  the  line  should  be  ^ 

equally  go<Kl  in  all  parts,  and,  therefore,  the  local  form  of  the  separate    Edinburgh. 
County  Trusts,  extending  from  Edinburgh,  as  a  centre,  to  the  extremities     ^^  peter 
of  the  county,  was  not  an  arrangement  which  we  could  then  consider     Cameron. 
inequitable  ;  but  now  that  the  whole  of  the  through  traffic  is  carried  by 
railway,  1  do  not  see  what  interest  persons  can  have  in  roads  40  or  50  miles 
distant  from  their  habitation.     1  therefore  think  it  would  not  be  equitable 
to  levy  tolls  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Edinburgh  for  the  maintenance 
of  roads  in  the  distant  parts  of  the  county. 


Memorandum  furnished  to  the  Commissioners  by  Mr  Cameron. 

At  Edinburgh. — Causeway  mail  and  tolls  including  Leith  and  Granton ; 
average,  each  horse,  weekly,  2s.  6d.  or  L.6,  10s.  yearly. 

At  Olat/gow. — Tolls  and  tax  for  upholding  street ;  average,  each 
horse,  weekly.  Is.  6d,,  or  L.d,  18s.  yearly. 


No.  XXVIII.  Oeorge  Eliza  RuaseU,  Esq.,  Examined. 

I  am  treasurer  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  and  have  given  some  attention  Geonre  E. 
to  the  subject  of  roads  and  tolls,  with  the  view  of  providing  a  substitute  Hussell,  Esq. 
for  tolls.  I  have  come  to  be  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  very  desirable  to 
abolish  tolls,  and  substitute  some  other  method  of  raising  the  revenue.  I 
consider  the  principle  upon  which  tolls  are  levied  to  be  equitable  as  a 
foundation,  but  there  are  practical  objections  which,  in  my  opinion,  make 
it  desirable  to  seek  for  a  substitute.  1  base  this  opinion  on  the  great 
expense  of  collection,  and  the  inequality  with  which  the  burden  of  tolls 
fiklk. 

In  regard  to  a  substitute,  I  am  of  opinion  that  a  rate  or  tax  on  lands  and 
heritages  would  be  the  most  equitable  mode  of  assessment.  Now  that  we 
have  an  authoritative  valuation,  i  think  this  would  be  preferable  to  a 
mixed  assessment  on  lands  and  horses,  believing  that  the  simplicity  of  an 
assessment  on  land  outweighs  any  objections  that  mav  be  urged  against  it. 
1  have  not  considered  what  the  rate  would  be  which  m  this  county  would 
be  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  the  roads.  Supposing  that  the  rate 
on  the  county  (exclusive  of  the  burgh)  were  to  be  lOd.  or  Is.  in  the  £  on 
the  rent,  I  would  ctmsider  that  a  heavy  charge,  as  the  rate  in  town  is  much 
lesH.  I  did  not  contemplate  a  rate  of  that  amount,  when  I  stated  my 
opinion  jn  favour  of  a  rate  on  lands  and  heritages.  The  assessable  rental 
of  the  county,  exclusive  of  the  burghs,  being  L.415,630,  and  the  sum 
expended  for  the  maintenance  of  turnpike  and  statute  labour  roads, 
irrespective  <itf  improvements,  L.  16,000,  it  appears  that  the  rate  per  cent, 
fur  the  maintenance  of  the  roads  in  the  county  is  L.3,  J 6s.  lOd.,  and  the 
rate  per  head  of  the  population  of  the  county  4s.  8d.  The  assessable 
rental  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh  (within  the  parliamentary  boundary)  is 
about  L.700,000.  and  the  sum  expended  on  streets,  etc.,  about  L.8000.  It 
appears,  then,  that  the  rate  for  those  purposes  in  the  burgh  isL.l,  2s.  lOd. 
per  cent,  on  the  rental,  and  the  rate  per  head  of  the  population  Is.  I  am, 
nevertheless,  of  opinion,  that  the  portion  within  burgh  ought  not  to  be 
called  upon  to  contribute  anything  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  roads 
without  the  burgh.  1  think  the  causeway  mHil  ought  to  be  abolished  in 
any  general  system  of  adjustment,  if  tolls  were  done  bway  with.  I  am 
aware  that  the  County  Trustees  maintain  17  miles  of  road  within  the 
parliamentary  boundaries  of  the  burgh,  and  I  think  these  17  miles  ought 
to  be  maintained  by  the  burgh  if  toUs  were  abolished ;  and  supposing  the 
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County       causeway  mail  to  amount  to  L  1,800  in  frross,  and  the  cost  of  the  17  miles 
Ed'  b      h     ^  L.I, 7 00, 1  would  approve  of  this  L.3,000  being  remitted  by  the  city,  as 

injirg  .    p^^^  ^^  ^^y  general  settlement  consequent  on  the  abolition  of  tolls. 

Georf^e  E.         I  am  of  opinion,  that  if  a  short  portion  of  a  street  in  a  city  is  equal  in 

Kussell,  Esq.  rental  to  a  long  space  of  many  miles  of  road  in  a  county,  it  would  not  be 

equitable  to  tax  them  both  in  the  same  sum  of  money.     I  hold  that  the 

citizens  should  -maintain  their  own  streets,  and  the  county  proprietors 

their  own  section  of  road. 

I  am  of  opinion,  that  in  the  event  of  tbe  abolition  of  tolls,  the  most 
expedient  course  would  be  to  have  separate  management  within  the 
parliamentary  boundaries,  and  beyond  these  l>oundaries.  At  the  time  of 
the  discussion  on  Lord  Elcho*s  Bill,  a  committee  of  the  Merchant  Company 
recommended  that,  in  the  event  of  the  abolition  of  tolls,  and  its  being 
necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  the  county  roads  beyond  the  parliamentary 
boundary,  to  levy  a  rate  on  the  county  exceeding  the  rate  on  the  bur^^h, 
the  burgh  should  to  some  extent  relieve  the  county  of  the  excess,  but  this 
report  was  never  formally  brought  before  the  Company.  My  opinion, 
however,  was,  that  it  would  have  been  acquiesced  in.  I  am  still  of 
opinion  that  it  was  an  equitable  principle.  For  myself,  individually,  I 
would  rather  submit  to  a  small  assessment  towards  the  maintenance  of  the 
coimty  roads,  than  submit  to  the  intolerable  burden  of  tolls ;  however,  I 
consider  the  abolition  of  the  causeway  mail,  and  the  maintenance  of  the 
17  miles  of  road  within  burgh,  an  ample  equivalent  ftw  such  assessment. 

In  regard  to  the  relief  already  spoken  of,  by  the  abolition  of  the  cause- 
way mail,  and  the  maintenance  of  the  17  miles  of  road.  I  do  not  think 
that  the  Merchant  Company  Committee  would  be  disposed,  in  the  event 
of  these  being  given,  to  recommend  any  additional  rate  or  burden  on  the 
city. 

I  have  taken  some  trouble  in  collecting  statistics  as  to  the  number  of 
horses  in  the  burgh,  and  I  am  still  of  opinion  that  a  tax  on  horses  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  roads  would  not  be  expedient. 


Tuesday,  22d  Februaty  1859. 


MElfBBBS  PBESENT. 


Bight  Honble.  Sir  John  M'Neill.      |      Sir  James  Fei^gusson,  Bart. 

Duncan  M'Laren,  Esq. 

SIR  J.  MCNEILL  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  XXIX.  Mr  WUliam  Alea^ander  Jardiney  Examined  :^ 

yir  W.  A.  I  am  surveyor  and  engineer  to  the  Edinburgh  Paving  Board,  and  have 
•  lardine.  held  that  office  for  twelve  months  past.  My  duty  is  to  see  that  the  streets 
are  kept  in  good  order.  I  estimate  the  cost  of  repairs  and  other  similar 
expenditure.  I  am  cognisant  of  the  expenses  incurred  in  those  operations 
which  come  under  my  notice.  I  am  not  aware  of  the  extent  of  streets  or 
roads  within  the  Edinburgh  parliamentary  boundary  maintained  by  the 
county.  The  roads  and  streets  within  the  parliamentary  boundary  ol 
Leith  maintained  by  the  Edinburgh  Paving  Board  extend  to  about  two 
miles.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  rates  irom  the  lands  and  heritages 
bordering  on  these  roads  are  levied  by  the  Edinbuxgh  or  the  Leith  Boud, 
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but  T  believe  tbey  are  levied  by  the  Edinburgh  Board.     I  estimate  the       County 
annual  expense  of  maintaining  these  portions  of  road  as  follows : —  ..  ^ 

From  Pilrig  Street  to  Leith, 
Duke  Street  and  Thomson's  Place, 
Easter  Road, 


960  yards, 

L.lOO 

Mr  W.  A 

350    „ 

60 

Jardine. 

900    „ 

80 

L.230 


These  sums  I  believe  to  be  below  the  actual  cost.  My  impression  is, 
that  they  do  not  include  all  the  metal  used  on  the  macadamised  portions. 
If  all  the  metal  were  included,  there  might  be  an  annual  addition  of  per- 
haps L.30  or  L.40.  I  am  not  aware  that  any  other  portitm  of  the  cost 
incurred  is  not  included.  The  Leith  Walk  portion  is  in  very  bad  order 
generally.  The  causeway  has  never  been  properly  laid,  and,  in  my  opinion, 
it  should  be  entirely  relaid  with  dressed  stone.  I  estimate  the  cost  of 
this  work  at  the  lowest  (done  with  mashed  rubble,  set  on  a  sand  bottom) 
at  L.5  per  rood.  The  next  mode  would  be  with  dressed  stones  from 
Ratho,  set  on  a  sand  bottom,  Ii.8  per  rood.  The  same  stone  set  on  6  in.. 
concrete,  would  be  L.IO  per  rood,  and  if  set  on  12  in.  concrete,  it  would 
be  L.ll  per  rood.  Of  these  various  modes  I  consider  the  la^it-mentioned 
would  be  the  most  substantial  and  economical.  I  have  no  doubt  of  it. 
My  conviction  is  founded  upon  trials  of  these  various  modes.  If  done  in 
the  best  mode  above  mentioned,  of  Ratho  stone,  the  pavement  should  last 
from  15  to  20  years,  taking  into  account  the  traffic  on  Leith  Walk,  pro^ 
vided  it  is  well  attended  to.  The  total  expensa  of  relaying  the  part  of 
Leith  Walk  above  referred  to,  would  be— 


Ai  L.5  per  rood. 
At  L.8        „ 
At  L.10      „ 
At  L.ll 


>i 


L.2,500 
4,000 
5>000 
5»500 


This  eatimate  does  not  indnde  the  footpaths,  the  liability  to  maintain 
which  18  presently  matter  of  dispute.  The  condition  of  Duke  Street  and 
Thomson's  Place  is  not  good, — they  are  macadamised.  The  Leith  police 
refuse  to  carry  off  the  scrapings,  as  do  also  the  Edinburgh  Paving  Board. 
The  Easter  Road  is  in  £ujr  order,  it  is  macadamised  also,  and  subject  to  a 
heavy  traffic 

In  r^ard  to  the  portions  of  road  within  the  Edinburgh  parliamentary 
boundAries  maintained  by  the  county,  I  would  consider  that  L.lOO  per 
mik  per  annum  should  maintain  them  on  a  fair  average.  It  is  just  the 
sum  I  took  in  the  estimate  fur  my  own  roads.  I  think  it  bare  enough, 
and  the  cost  b  more  likely  to  exceed  than  to  fall  short  of  that  sunu  I 
think  that  the  traffic  on  these  portions  of  road  will  be  likely  to  increase^ 
because  the  number  of  vehicles  is  increasing,  especially  omnibuses.  I  am 
of  opinion  that  the  traffic  by  rail  has  not  yet  materially  affected  the  traffic 
by  road  on  Leilh  Walk,  but  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  will  eventually 
materially  affect  it.  i  ground  this  opinion  on  the  expected  opening  of  the 
Caledonian  Railway  branch  to  Gran  ton. 

I  do  tH>t  see  why  the  roads  and  streets  in  the  city  should  not  be  satis- 
faetorily  B»aintained,  if  nuxed  up  with  the  roads  of  the  county  in  a  single 
Trust,  provided  the  county  and  city  were  respectively  sufficiently  represented 
in  the  Tiust,  sirf  the  assessments  imposed  on  tlie  county,  ana  on  the  city, 
bore  equitably  upon  them,  having  in  view  the  nature  and  vulue  of  the 
different  assessable  subjects,  and  the  interest  the  ratepayers  in  the  county 
aftd  city  have  in  the  several  roads  to  be  maintained. 
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No.  XXX.  Mr  John  Croall,  Examined : — 


County 
of 


I  am  a  coach  proprietor  in  Edinburgh,  and  also  a  considerable  farmer 
in  the  county.  As  a  coach  proprietor,  I  keep  a  large  number  of  horses  in 
Edinburgh,  various  counties  of  Scotland,  and  also  in  Carlisle.  Myself  and  partner 
Mr  J  Croall  P^^^^^^  about  700  horses.  Of  these  horses,  we  have  about  300  stabled  in 
Edinburgh,  whereof  about  18  are  in  Leith.  We  have  within  the  county 
of  Edinburgh,  without  the  parliamentary  boundaries  of  Edinburj^h  and 
Leith,  about  230  horses.  We  pay  a  very  considerable  sum  in  tolls  annually. 
The  probable  amount  of  tolls  paid  by  us  in  the  county  of  Edinburgh,  is 
about  L.750  per  annum. 

My  own  opinion  has  all  along  been,  that  the  funds  for  maintaining  the 
roads  should  be  raised  partly  by  a  tax  on  horses  in  lieu  of  tolls, — ^and  I 
think  horses  such  as  mine,  which  do  their  whole  work  on  the  road,  ought 
to  be  taxed  higher  than  agricultural  and  other  horses  that  use  the  road 
less.  As  it  appears  that  the  sum  required  to  be  annually  expended  on  the 
county  roads,  beyond  the  parliamentary  boundaries,  would  be  about 
L.  16,000  annually,  I  do  not  think  that  it  would  be  possible  to  raise  the 
whole  of  that  sum  by  a  tax  on  horses, — but  I  think  it  quite  fair,  that  horses 
running  from  Edinburgh  on  the  county  roads,  in  stage  coaches  and  other 
such  conveyances^  should  contribute  to  the  maintenance  of  the  roads  over 
which  they  run.  I  would  approve  of  a  rate  raised  partly  on  lands  and 
heritages,  and  partly  on  horses.  I  would  consider  this  the  best  way.  I 
would  consider  a  rate  of  lOd.  or  lOJd.  on  lands  and  heritages  to  be  rather 
too  heavy  a  rate  to  be  borne.  If  tolls  were  abolished,  and  a  tax  were  laid 
on  horses  beyond  the  parliamentary  boundaries,  whilst  none  were  laid  on 
those  within  tlie  boundaries,  I  think  there  would  be  some  danger  of  parties 
who  used  the  roads  escaping  the  tax  on  horses, — and  it  is  with  that  view 
that  I  proposed  that  my  own  horses,  for  example,  which  run  in  vehicles  on 
the  county  roads,  should  contribute  to  the  maintenance  of  these  roads.  For 
horses  worked  by  ourselves,  the  annual  average  amount  of  tolls  for  each 
horse  is  L.3. 

If  tolls  were  taken  off,  I  should  be  enabled  to  give  greater  accommodation 
to  country  places  by  lowering  the  present  fares.  Already,  many  persons 
are  enabled  to  live  in  the  districts  around  Edinburgh,  in  conseqnence  of 
the  cheap  coaching  accommodation.  I  do  not  think  1  could  carry  off  much 
more  of  the  traffic  from  the  railways  than  I  do  at  present,  if  tolls  were 
taken  off.  I  think,  however,  I  could  run  my  coaches  profitably  to  a  greater 
distance,  and  in  a  greater  variety  of  directions.  I  will  furnish  the  Com- 
missioners with  a  statement  of  the  rates  of  toll  paid  by  my  horses  in  public 
conveyances,  on  the  various  lines  of  road  from  Edinburgh,  and  I  will  ap- 
pend to  the  note,  my  opinion  as  to  the  equity,  or  otherwise,  of  an  annual 
rate  of  508.  on  non-agricultural  horses. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  very  beneficial  to  the  community  gene- 
rally if  tolls  were  abolished. 

The  passenger  traffic  on  Leith  Walk  has  not  diminished  since  the  open- 
ing of  the  railway,  and  I  do  not  expect  that  the  Caledonian  Branch  to 
Granton  will  affect  it.  • 

If  the  Trustees  on  the  various  roads  were  to  exact  the  full  rates  for  my 
coaches  and  omnibuses,  I  should  be  quite  tmahle  to  run  them  at  all.  They 
usually  carry  from  30  to  34  passengers.  I  believe  a  coach  with  that  num- 
ber of  passengers  does  not  injure  the  road  so  much  as  a  heavily  laden  cart. 

My  farm  is  about  nine  miles  from  Edinburgh,  on  the  Carlisle  Road.  I 
keep  for  agricultural  purposes  on  my  farm  seven  pair  of  horses,  but,  as  I 
work  my  farm  in  connection  with  my  coaching  busmess,  the  tolls  I  pay  for 
agricultural  purposes  would  be  no  test  of  what  is  paid  by  others. 

As  a  tenant  of  land,  I  would  think  it  more  advisable  that  roads  were 


Notes  of  Evidence.  55 

muntained,  partly  bj  a  tax  on  land,  and  partly  on  horses,  tlian  by  tolls  as       Coonty 
at  present.    I  think  this  a  general  opinion  among  farmers,  but  I  do  not  ^^ 

know  what  amount  of  rate  they  would  be  willing  to  pay.  Edinbnrgn. 

Mr  J.  Croall. 

Wednesday^  2d  March  1859. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 


William  Smythe,  Esq.  |  Right  Honble.  Sir  John  McNeill. 

Duncan  M*Laren,  Esq. 

MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  XXXI.  Alexander  Pakrson^  Esq.,  Examined : — 

I  am  Inspector  of  Stamps  and  Taxes  for  the  Edinburgh  Division,  which  Alexander 
includes  the  counties  of  Edinburgh,  Haddington,  Berwick,  Roxburgh,  P**®"*®"*  ^• 
Peebles,  and  Selkirk.  I  am  shown  a  return  of  horses  assessed  and  exempted 
in  the  county  and  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  which  has  been  prepared  under  my 
own  inspection.  That  return  is  complete  in  regard  to  all  horses  not 
licensed  by  Excise.  There  is  also  shown  me  another  return  of  the  number 
of  horses  licensed  by  the  Excise,  which  is  complete  as  far  as  the  Edinburgh 
collection  is  concerned.  There  are  other  Excise  collections  partly  in  the 
coanty,  and  the  return  produced  does  not  include  Dalkeith  and  the  western 
part  of  the  county  of  Edinburgh.  Returns  from  these  can  be  got  and 
rendered  when  required.  If  it  were  thought  desirable  to  levy  an  assessment 
on  horses  for  the  maintenance  of  the  roads,  I  consider  that,  in  regard  to 
all  horses  except  agricultural,  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  ascertaining 
their  numbers  in  any  county  or  burgh.  The  Tax  Office  can  supply  that 
information  at  any  time.  But,  with  respect  to  agricultural  horses,  it  was, 
at  one  time,  requisite  for  surveyors  to  obtain  the  number  of  these,  with  a 
view  to  their  exemption.  This  has  been  discontinued  in  practice,  but  the 
numbers  could  be  ascertained  without  much  trouble.  For  all  other  horses 
where  exemption  is  claimed,  and  which,  but  for  such  exemption,  would  be 
subject  to  a  tax^  a  return  is  made  to  us,  with  the  exception  of  horses  under 
the  Excise. 

As  far  as  my  knowledge  goes,  I  think  the  abolition  of  tolls  would  be  ac- 
ceptable. I  think  this  feeling  extends  more  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
county  than  the  burghs.  I  have  heard  it  more  frequently  expressed  by. 
the  former.  Before  the  construction  of  railways,  when  inhabitants  of 
burghs  used  horses  more  frequently,  there  was  no  want  of  feeling  on  their 
part  in  the  matter. 

I  consider  that,  as  a  substitute  for  tolls,  the  plan  proposed  by  Mr  David- 
son of  Haddington  is  the  most  equitable,  especially  as  regards  counties, 
namely,  to  levy  an  assessment  of  one- half  on  lands  and  heritages,  and  the 
remaining  half  on  horses — the  assessment  on  lands  and  heritages  being 
equally  divided  between  proprietor  and  tenant,  but  collected  from  the  oc- 
cupier. The  occupiers  may  use  the  roads  more,  yet  the  annual  value  of 
lands  is  dependent  on  good  communication  by  roads.  As  a  permanent  ar- 
rangement, irrespective  of  existing  leases,  although  it  would  virtually  make 
no  essential  difference  in  the  ultimate  incidence  of  the  tax,  I  consider  it 
would  be  a  more  palatable  form  to  continue  the  division  of  the  burden  » 

between  owner  and  occupier,  and  would  meet  with  more  general  accept- 
ance. I  see  no  practical  difficulty  as  to  current  leases  in  an  arrangement 
by  which  the  occupant  paying  the  whole  amount  on  a  receipt  framed  in 
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Coanty       two  halves,  one-half  bearing  to  be  granted  to  the  landlord,  and  the  other 
^  half  to  the  tenant,  should  not  be  entitled  to  demand  repayment  from  his 

Edinbuiyfa.    i^ji^pd,  till  after  the  expiry  of  current  leases. 

Alexander  Supposing  it  were  found  desirable  to  classify  lands  and  houses  for  an  as- 
PatersoD,  Esq.  sessment,  I  see  no  difficulty  in  carrying  this  into  effect,  because,  by  adding 
another  column  to  the  Valuation  RoU,  the  assessor  might  enter  the  par- 
ticular class  to  which  any  premises  might  be  considered  to  belong, — such, 
for  instance,  as  dwelling-houses  and  agricultural  lands,  pastorid  lands, 
works  or  manufactories,  mines,  tile- works,  railways,  harbours,  etc.  In  re- 
gard to  the  advisability  of  making  such  a  classification,  I  would  consider 
that,  if  a  general  Act  for  Scotland  were  passed,  a  uniform  general  rate  in 
each  county  should  be  adopted  for  all  lands  and  heritages,  if  a  tax  were 
laid  on  horses.  My  own  opinion  is  in  favour  of  abandoning  classification 
of  lands  and  heritages,  but  I  would  not  be  in  favour  of  a  uniform  rate 
on  horses. 

In  regard  to  the  best  division  of  horses,  T  consider  the  simpler  it  can  be 
made  the  better,  as  in  this  matter  absolute  justice  cannot  be  obtained. 
I  would  divide  horses  into  two  heads,  viz. : — 

1st.  Horses  for  private  use,  consisting  of  carnage  and  saddle  horses, 

and 
2nd.  Horses  for  draught  called  ^'  other  horses  "  in  our  returns. 
With  regard  to  the  1st  class,  I  would  divide  it  into 

Carriage  horses  above  .        •  13  hands. 

Do  below  .        .        .        13  hands. 

Saddle  horses  above  .  13  hands. 

Do  below     .        .        •        .        13  hands. 

The  2nd  class  I  would  subdivide  as  follows  : — 

lat.  Horses  kept  for  drawing  carriages  withoid  spring^i  £6r  conveyance 

of  goods. 
2nd.  Horses  kept  for  do.»  with  ipringa^  for  do. 
drd.  Horses  kept  for  husbandry. 
4th.  Horses  kept  for  husbandry  and  a  trade  conjointly. 
ISth.  Horsea  or  mules  with  loads  on  back. 
6th.  Asses. 
I  am  of  opinion  that  such  a  classification  could  be  made  and  obtained  at 
the  same  time  with  the  re£uma  for  the  assessed  taxes.    The  Board  of 
Inland  Revenue  might  either  have  a  separate  schedule  enclosed  with 
theirs  for  procuring  such  return,  or  an  abstract  summary  appended  to 
their  schedule,  containing  : — 

1st.  Particulars  as  to  the  time  kept. 
2nd.  Whether  a  carriage  or  saddle  horse,  and 
3rd.  Whether  used  in  a  van  with  or  without  springs,  or  any  other 
information  which  the  Road  Act  might  require.     The  assessor, 
from  these  returns,  might  make  up  a  separate  roll,  to  be  handed 
to  the  collector  of  county  rates,  for  collection  with  other  county 
rates^  or  to  any  collector  appointed. 
In  regard  to  the  expense  of  collection,  I  think  that  such  a  rate  on 
horses  would  be  a  little  more  expensive  to  collect  than  a  rate  on  land,  but 
not  materially. 

In  regard  to  horses  kept  by  the  owner  in  more  than  one  county  in  the 
course  of  a  year,  that  will  be  met  by  making  the  Act  not  local  but  gene- 
ral. There  should  be  an  equal  ittte  over  the  whole  country  for  the  same 
articles.  This  would  occasion  less  expense  and  trouble  in  tlie  superin- 
tendence, and  give  more  general  satisfaction. 

There  would  be  more  uniformity  in  working:  for  instance,  parties 
residing  in  two  or  more  counties  would  be  assessed  without  any  collision 
betwixt  counties,  and  parties  removing  from  one  place  to  another  could 
he  more  readily  traced  and  assessed  by  the  various  officers  employed. 
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Works  upon  the  borders  of  counties,  using  the  roads  in  both,  could  be       County 
more  equitably  assessed  for  the  damage  they  do,  and  any  other  improve-    _,.  ^    , 
nients  from  experience  in  the  mode  of  assessment  and  collection  would         ^  ^"^  ' 
become  general.  Alexander 

The  whole  funds  to  be  remitted  by  the  collectors  into  one  exchequer,  Paierson,  Esq. 
and  apportioned  to  counties  or  to  districts  comprised  of  certain  counties 
according  to  their  assessment  or  otherwise. 

I  think  it  would  be  very  difficult,  without  collision  and  inconvenience, 
to  levy  a  tax  on  horses  confined  to  each  separate  county,  at  separate  rates 
and  by  separate  Boards,  and  without  making  the  atiseysment  a  general 
uniform  rate  over  all  Scotland. 

On  the  other  band,  I  see  the  difficulty  in  allocating  the  funds  among 
the  several  counties.  Yet  this  could  be  overcome  by  means  of  the 
schedule  or  return  giving  the  number  of  months  within  which  a  party 
kept  horses  in  each  respective  county. 

The  duty  to  he  assessed  or  apportioned  for  half-years  or  quarters  of 
a  year  accordingly.  Divisional  Extracts,  as  under  the  Assessed  Tax  Acts, 
transmitted  by  the  officers  from  one  county  to  another,  would  fully  meet 
this  requirement  in  the  case  of  parties  having  two  or  more  residences. 

I  think  under  any  Act  imposing  an  assessment,  the  assessment  should 
be  made  payable  <U  the  collector's  office, 

I  beg  to  hand  in  a  return  of  the  horses  in  the  various  burghs  in  the 
county  of  Edinburgh,  exclusive  of  those  licensed  by  Excise. 

1  beg  also  to  hand  in  a  note  of  what  I  would  consider  a  fsAT proportionate 
rate  to  be  levied  in  respect  of  the  different  classes  of  horses,  the  rate  to 
be  raised  or  diminished  proportionately  according  to  the  amount  of  monies 
required  to  be  levied  for  roads,  after  a  calculation  founded  on  a  return  of 
all  the  korees  in  Scotland. 


BATES  of  Assessment  on  Horses  for  Roads. 
(Proposed  by  Mr  Paterson.) 

l8t  Class. — Carriage  horses  above  13  hands,        .        .     L 

Carriage  horses  under  13  hands,    .... 

Saddle  horses  above  13  hands,      .... 

Saddle  horses  under  13  hands, 

Horses  kept  for  drawing  carriages  without  springs,  for 
conveyance  of  goods,      ..... 
2d  Class. — Horses  kept  for  drawing  carriages  with  springs, 
for  conveyance  of  goods,         .... 

Horses  kept  for  husbandry,  .... 

Horses  kept  for  husbandry  and  trade  conjointly,    . 

Horses  or  mules  with  loads  on  back, 

Asses, 

Note. — The  sub-diTision  above  is  considered  safBciently  minute,  but  might 
perhaps  be  even  more  simplified,  if  necessary. 

BETURN  of  the  Number  of  Horses  within  the  County  of  Edinburgh, 
classified  in  the  following  manner.    Tear  1858-  59. 

Withia  Parliamentary  Burgh  Boundaries.  No.  of  Horses. 

Assessed. 

Horses  for  riding  or  for  drawing  carriages,  above  13  hands  high,  617 
Do.  do.  do.  under     •  do.  143 

Do,    not  for  riding  or  for  drawing  carriages,  above        do.  1352 

Do.  do.  do.  under       do.  61 


.1 

10 

0 

I 

5 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

15 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

7 

6 

0 

5 

0 

Total  assessed,  .  .  2173 
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County  Exempted. 

Edinbarefa.   R^^^^^^ff  Ilorses  exempted  for  yeomanry,  .  41 

'   Agricultural,  dairy,  and  market  gardeners'  horses,     .      211 

Alexander  .  252 

Fatenou,  Esq.  _____ 

Total  number  of  horses  within  burgh  boundaries,        2426 


Without  Parliamentary  Burgh  Boundaries.  No.  of  Hones. 

Assessed. 

Horses  for  riding  or  for  drawing  carriages,  above  13  hands  high,  728 

Do.            do.                do.               under      do.      .*  90 

Do.    not  fur  riding  or  for  drawing  carriages,  above      do.      .  859 

Do.            do.                do.               under      do.      .  50 


Total  assessed,  .  .  .        1727 

Exempted. 

Riding  horses  exempted  for  yeomanry,  .  .        66 

Agricultural,  dairy,  and  market  gardeners*  horses^  .    8160 


3206 


Total  number  of  horses  without  burgh  boundaries,  4933 

The  ahcfo^,  is  exditsive  of  the  number  ^  horses  licensed  by  the  Excise  to 
be  let  for  hirCy  and  of  horses  exennptea  from  duty  used  in  drawing  stage 
carriages. 


RETURN  of  the  Number  of  Horses  within  the  County  of  E<iinbnrgb, 
classified  in  the  following  manner.    Year  1868-69. 

Within  Parliamentary  Bur^h  Boundaries. 

Licensed  bt  Excise. 
Number  of  horses  to  let  for  hire, 

Exempted. 
Number  of  horses  used  for  drawing  stage  carriages, 

Without  Parliamentary  Burgh  Boundaries. 

Licensed  bt  Excise. 
Number  of  horses  to  be  let  for  hire, 

Exempted. 
Number  of  horses  used  for  drawing  stage  carriages, 


No. 

of  Hones. 

914 

181 

No. 

of  Hones. 

38 

10 

Friday,  AJth  March  1859. 


members  pbesent. 
William  Smythe,  Esq.         ]         Right  Hon.  Su"  J.  M'NeDl. 

MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  XXXII.  James  Bertram  Brown,  Esq.,  Examined  : — 

JBmesB,         I  am  a  proprietor  both  iu  Mid-Lothian  and  East  Lothian,  and  I  am 

uroirn,  Esq.   tenant  of  a  farm  at  Smeaton  near  Dalkeith.     My  market  is  entirely  at 

Dalkeith,  from  which  I  am  distant  two  miles.     I  have  a  toll  betwixt  me 
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and  Dalkeith.    My  produce  is  carted  to  Dalkeith.    I  consume  all  my       Connty 
straw  and  turnip  at  the  farm.     In  the  course  of  a  year  I  pay  about  L.IO    _..  °' 
for  tolls  and  statute  labour,  including  my  personal  tolls,  or  about  4d.  per        ^"  ^''^ 
£  on  my  rental.     In  the  parish  of  Dalkeith,  in  which  my  farm  is  partly      james  B. 
situated,  the  landlord  pays  the  statute  labour  paid  in  the  parish  of  Inver-   Brown,  Esq. 
esk.     There  are,  however,  very  few  statute  labour  roads  in  the  parish  of 
Dalkeith.    I  keep  nine  work  horses.    The  statute  labour  assessment  in 
Inreresk  is  paid  on  the  ploughgate. 

As  far  as  I  have  thought  of  it,  I  consider  that  any  assessment  as  a 
substitute  for  tolls  should  be  laid  partly  on  rental  and  partly  on  horses. 
I  do  not  think  it  would  be  just  to  assess  pastoral  farms  at  the  same  rate 
per  £  as  other  farms.  But  I  think  it  would  be  fair  to 'assess  agricultural 
horses  to  a  certain  amount,  even  though  an  assessment  on  rental  and 
horses,  should  exceed  what  is  at  present  paid  in  tolls.  I  think,  for  the 
sake  of  getting  rid  of  the  nuisance  of  tolls,  everybody  would  be  glad  to 
sacrifice  something. 

I  have  no  fault  to  find  with  the  present  state  of  the  turnpike  roads, 
-which  are  in  tolerable  condition.  I  think  the  statute  labour  roads  in 
Inveresk  are  generally  in  good  order. 


Wednesday,  20th  April  1869. 


MBICBBRS  PRESENT. 

Wm.  Smythe,  Esq.         |         D.  M'Laren,  Esq. 
-  MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR.  ' 


No.  XXXIII.  Mr  Alexander  Mitchell,  Merchant,  Dalkeith, 

Examined : — 

The  inhabitants  of  Dalkeith  have  for  some  time  felt  that  the  toll  system  Mr  A.  Mitchell. 
presses  heavily  on  them,  and  they  have  naturally  been  anxious  to  bring 
this  matter  before  the  Commissioners.  The  evils  of  which  they  complain 
are  twofold  : — In  the  first  place,  the  very  close  environment  or  the  town 
with  toll-bars ;  and  second,  the  undue  pressure  of  tolls  on  the  inhabitants 
of  Dalkeith  ;  the  local  tax  which  it  creates  upon  everything  which  enters 
or  leaves  the  town,  and  specially,  the  business  traffic  between  the  two 
towns  of  Edinburgh  and  Leith  and  Dalkeith. 

There  are  five  public  roads  leading  into  Dalkeith,  and  upon  each  of 
these  there  is  a  toll-bar  placed  very  near  the  town — two  of  them  almost 
touching  the  houses,  and  the  most  distant  of  them  not  more  than  half  a 
mile  from  the  houses.  This  close  pressure  of  the  bars  on  the  town  is  both 
very  disagreeable  and  burdensome,  and  injurious  to  the  inhabitants.  It 
frequently  prevents  families  residing  in  Dalkeith  from  keeping  vehicles 
and  ponies  for  their  use ;  and  it  prevents  that  friendlv  intercourse  between 
parties  in  the  town  and  in  the  country  that  would  otherwise  take  place. 

Everything  that  comes  into  the  town — coals,  lime,  and  all  farm  pro- 
dace,  and  all  manure  carted  from  the  town  to  the  farms  and  gardens 
around — must  all  pay  one  toll.    Each  new  load  requires  to  pay  a  toll. 

The  evil  which  affects  us  most  is  our  peculiar  position  with  respect  to 
Edinburgh  and  Leith.  These  places  are  each  a  Utile  more  than  six  miles 
fipom  Dalkeith ;  and  in  reaching  either  of  them,  it  is  necessary  to  pay 
two  tolls,  which  we  have  always  felt  to  be  a  great  grievance.  We  have 
endeavoured  to  get  this  grievance  removed^  but  hitherto  without  success. 
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County  Musselburgh  is  just  within  six  miles  from  Edinburgh,  and  pajs  only  on« 

o^  toll,  whereas  Dalkeith   has  two.     The  practicHl  effect  of  this  is,  that 

Edinburgh,    persons  keeping  horses  for  the  purposes  of  trade,  for  carting  between 

Mr  A.Mitchell.  Edinburgh  and  Leith  and  the  town  of  Dalkeith,  would  have  to  pay  in  tolls, 

as  we  calculate,  fo»  each  pair  of  horses,  laden  both  ways,  going  six  days  in 

the  week,  L.41,  12s.     This  adds  8d.  per  ton  to  the  cost  of  carrying  goods 

to  Edinburgh,  or  bringing  goods  thence,  which  is  more  particularly  heavy 

upon  low-priced  articles. 

The  effect  of  this  high  rate  of  carriage  by  carts  naturally  tends  to  keep 
up  the  railway  rate,  which  is  just  kept  at  a  rate  below  that  paid  for  cart- 
ing ;  and  the  effect  of  reducing  the  one  would  necessarily  be  to  diminish 
the  other. 

The  effect  of  the  toll  also  is  to  increase  the  rate  of  fare  by  onmibases 
and  coaches.  If  the  whole  amount  of  tolls  exigible  were  paid,  the  differ- 
ence on  an  omnibus  between  Edinburgh  and  Musselburgh  and  Edinburgh 
and  Dalkeith  would  amount  to  about  L.180  a  year. 

I  should  wish  to  observe  also  on  the  necessary  inequality  of  the  charge 
under  the  toll  system.  Under  the  six  mile  and  pass- ticket  system,  a  per- 
son may  have  to  pay  as  much  for  using  one  mile  of  the  road  as  for  using 
ten  or  eleven.  In  the  case  of  the  Newmilns  Toll,  near  Dalkeith,  payment 
is  not  again  required  for  nine  miles.  Carts  from  Blackshiells  to  Dalkeith 
pay  one  toll,  and  if  they  pass  on  to  Edinburgh,  a  distance  of  15  miles, 
they  only  pay  two. 

Farther,  with  regard  to  the  inequality  of  the  incidence  of  the  tax,  all 
the  local  traffic  on  the  road  between  two  tolls  escapes  payment  altogether. 
This  is  necessarily  the  case  upon  the  lime  road  to  which  I  have  alluded, 
which  passes  through  a  fertile  country,  and  on  which  there  is  a  good  deal 
of  mineral  traffic,  all  of  which  escaped  paying  toll  until  a  check- bar  was 
recently  erected  at  Pathhead. 

I  do  not  think  it  is  possible  to  remedy  the  inequality  of  the  toll  system 
by  additional  check- bars,  which,  owing  to  the  expense,  would  not  pay. 
In  point  of  fact,  that  road  has  been  chiefly  cut  up  by  local  traffic,-  whereas 
the  expense  of  repairing  it  has  been  met  by  traffic  n*om  other  quarters. 

I  have  considered  the  question  of  a  substitute  for  the  present  system, 
and  the  different  proposals  that  have  been  made,  and  I  consider  a  com- 
bined rate  on  lands  and  heritages  and  on  horses  would  be  the  fairest  mode 
of  assessment.  If  raised  from  rental  alone,  persons  who  keep  many  horses 
and  use  the  road  much  would  escape  to  a  large  extent ;  and,  on  the  other 
band,  if  laid  on  horses  alone,  the  owners  and  occupiers  of  land,  especially 
of  pastoral  farms  and  in  remote  districts,  who  at  present  pay  statute 
labour  money,  and  also  a  small  proportion  of  tolls,  would  escape  alto- 
gether. Besides,  I  think  it  would  not  be  reasonable  to  impose  the  whole 
expense  of  keeping  the  roads  on  owners  of  horses,  because  the  roads  are 
useful  for  other  purposes  than  horse  traffic. 

In  the  town  of  Dalkeith,  for  three  years  past,  the  streets  have  been  to 
some  extent  kept  up  by  the  Turnpike  Trusts  of  two  districts.  There  has 
been  about  L.900  laid  out  by  these  Trusts  in  causewaying  during  the^last 
three  years.  To  that  extent  therefore  the  inhabitants  have  benefited  firom 
the  toll  revenues^ 

In  the  parish  of  Dalkeith,  L.83  is  levied  for  statute  labour.  In  the 
town,  the  rate  is  levied  on  houses  and  on  horses.  The  rate  on  houses 
varies  from  Is.  to  3s.,  and  on  horses  Ss.  may  be  stated  as  the  rate. 

It  is  only  for  about  three  years  that  the  statute  labour  money  has  been 
levied  in  the  parish  of  Dalkeith.  The  streets  were  found  to  be  in  a  very 
bad  condition,  and  it  was  thought  desirable  to  raise  a  fund  for  improving 
them.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  statute  labour  money  will  not  be  re- 
quired any  longer  after  a  few  years,  and  the  expense  to  the  Turnpike 
Trusts  will  also  be  very  trifling  so  soon  as  the  improvements  are  completed. 
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In  proposing  an  assessment  partly  on  horses,  I  think  a^cultural        County 
horses  should  he  included,  but  at  a  smaller  rate.     I  don't  see  that  it  wonld  ^^ 

be  very  difficult  to  obtain  a  correct  return  of  agricultural  horses.  Edinburgh. 

The  inhabitants  of  Dalkeith  would  probably  not  be  willing  to  agree  to  Mr  A.  Mitchell 
an  assessment  of  8d.  per  £,  if  that  should  be  the  amount  necessary  to  be 
imposed  in  case  of  the  abolition  of  tolls  and  statute  labour ;  but  I  think 
it  would  be  found  that  such  a  tax  would  be  less  burdensome  to  the 
inhabitants  generally  than  the  present  system. 

I  think  the  tax  being  divided  between  land  and  horses  wonld  tend  to 
lessen  the  objection  of  the  inhabitants  of  Dalkeith  to  its  imposition  ;  but 
I  am  doubtful  if  there  would  be  a  sufficient  number  of  horses  in  the 
parish  to  produce  half  the  necessary  amount  without  a  very  high  rate. 

My  impression  is  that  it  would  be  an  advantageous  system  if  the  town 
of  D^keith,  under  any  scheme  of  assessment,  were  kept  separate  from 
the  rest  of  the  county. 

In  assessing  lands  and  heritages,  I  would  see  no  advantage  in  a  differ- 
ential rate  on  different  classes  of  property.  In  the  case  of  a  coal-pit,  for 
instance,  tlie  wear  and  tear  of  the  road  is  mostly  caused  by  the  carts  of 
the  community,  and  not  by  those  of  the  mineral  tenant,  and  it  would 
therefore  be  hard  to  tax  that  tenant  for  repairing  damage  which  he  does 
not  himself  occasion. 


No.  XXXIV.  Mr  Abram  Douglas^  Merchant,  Dalkeith,  Examined  : — 

I  concur  generally  in  the  statement  made  by  Mr  Mitchell,  and  as  a  Mr  A.  Douglas, 
fanner  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dalkeith,  I  feel  the  tolls  particularly  op- 
pressive.    I  pay  for  statute  labour  L.5  12    6 
and  for  tolls,  on  an  average, 16  10    0 

L.22    2    6 


My  rent  averages  about  L.700,  so  that  the  above  payments  amount  to 
alwat  8d.  per  £  on  the  rent.  Under  an  assessment  of  8d.  per  £,  even 
if  the  tenant  were  to  pay  the  whole  of  it,  I  consider  I  wonld  be  better 
than  under  the  present  system. 

I  keep  14  horses,  and  a  tax  of  even  30s.  a  horse,  if  the  aasessment  wets 
kid  wholly  on  horses,  would  be  less  than  I  pay  at  present. 

The  roads  in  the  neighbourhood  are  very  much  cut  up  by  lime-works 
tad  collieries  which  pay  little  or  no  toll.  And  there  are  a  good  many 
fiirmers  along  the  line  of  a  railway,  who  live  near  a  station,  and  transmit 
thehr  whole  produce  by  railway,  who  pay  no  t<^  at  all,  although  they 
may  use  three  or  four  miles  of  road  in  going  to  a  station.  The  formation 
of  railways  has  greatly  aggravated  the  inequality  of  the  toll  system. 

I  have  epoken  With  a  good  many  neighbouring  farmers  who  generally 
entertain  the  same  sentiments  as  I  do,  although  there  may  be  exceptions 
among  t^ose  who  are  at  present  favourably  situated  in  regard  to  tolls. 
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County  Thursdayy  2Qth  May  1869. 


Edinburgh. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 


William  Smythe,  Esq.         j        .  Sir  Andrew  Orr. 

D.  M^areo,  Esq. 

MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  XXXV.  John  Orr  Exving,  Esq.  of  Baiho,  Examined : — 

John  Orr         The  roads  in  the  county  of  Edinbui^h,  where  I  reside,  are  well  kept^ 
Ewiog^,  Esq.    ^^^^^  j^^  ^  ^^^  ^^  j  j^^^^g  ^i^^  an  opportunity  of  judging,  prudently  managed. 

In  my  opinion,  the  present  system  of  tolls  is  most  objectionable  as  the 
mode  of  collecting  the  necessary  revenue — because  it  is  unequal  in  its 
operations,  is  borne  unfairly  by  the  parties  using  or  who  are  being  benefited 
by  the  roads,  and  is  a  most  expensive  means  of  collecting  funds. 

The  fair  and  just  mode,  in  my  opinion,  is,  that  the  mileage  of  road 
used  by  all  parties,  directly  or  indirectly,  should,  as  far  as  possible, 
be  the  measure  for  the  burden  of  the  mainteifance  to  be  borne  by  them. 
For  illustration  of  the  inequality  of  the  payment  by  tolls  for  the  use  of 
roads,  I  will  take  my  own  neighbourhood.  Those  parties  who  reside 
beyond  the  second  toll  from  Edinburgh,  going  there,  must  pay  two 
tolls  for  using  six  or  seven  miles  of  road,  whereas  the  parties  near  the 
other  side  of  the  toll,  may  use  five  or  six  miles  of  road,  only  paying  one 
toll,  and  thus  have  the  use  of  the  road  at  a  much  lower  rate  per  mile ; 
besides,  many  parties,  residing  beyond  the  second  toll,  go  round  a  mile  or 
so  by  the  village  of  Ratho  to  avuid  it,  thus  increasing  the  wear  and  tear 
of  the  road,  but  escaping  the  charge.  Again,  owing  to  the  different 
Trusts  and  counties  making  it  a  rule  to  have  tolls  near  their  extremities, 
parties  obliged  to  use  tolls  so  situated,  pay  two,  or  sometimes  more,  tolls 
for  using  comparatively  a  very  short  distance  of  road.  As  in  the  case  of 
from  the  distillery  near  Kirkliston  village  to  the  Ratho  station,  two 
tolls  must  always  be  paid — and  when  the  ford  of  the  Almond  is  impassable, 
three — and  this  for  about  two  miles  of  road.  In  contrast  with  this,  many 
parties  use  the  roads  constantly  between  toll-bars  without  any  payment; 
as,  for  instance,  from  Ratho  station  to  the  village  of  Ratho,  and  for  miles 
beyond,  and  from  Gogar  station  to  the  surrounding  district  of  several 
miles,  where  a  large  population  resides. 

The  Expense  of  Collecting. — The  amount  collected  in  the  county  of 
Edinburgh  by  tolls  is  about  L.  19,500  per  annum,  at  a  cost  of  about 
L.2000,  or  10  per  cent.  This  is  performed  by  80  tolls,  at  an  estimated 
average  cost  of  L.25  per  toll ;  but  as  one-half  of  the  whole  amount  is  col- 
lected by  14  tolls  surrounding  Edinburgh,  it  makes  the  remaining  66  tolls 
to  collect  only  an  average  of  L.140  each,  which,  at  a  cost  of  L.25,  is 
nearly  20  per  cent,  on  the  amount  collected  at  them.  But  it  can  hardly 
be  supposed  that  all  the  money  collected  is  fully  accounted  for  by  the 
parties  employed  for  collecting  at  the  tolls.  If  even  Is.  per  day,  on  an 
average,  is  kept  by  each  toll-keeper,  the  amount  is  L.4  per  day,  or  upwards 
of  L.1200  per  annum ;  and  this,  added  to  the  interest  or  rent  and  cost  of 
the  toll-houses  and  bars,  amoimting  to  at  least  L.5  each,  will  increase  the 
charge  of  collecting  very  considerably  above  10  per  cent,  on  the  whole, 
and  at  least  to  25  per  cent,  on  the  66  tolls. 

In  Dumbartonshire,  where  I  formerly  resided,  it  was  found  that  more 
money  was  obtained  by  letting  the  tolls,  than  by  the  trustees  employing 
parties  to  collect.  A  strong  proof  of  the  peculation  existing  in  such  a 
system. 
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If  the  assessment  was  made  on  the  valued  rental  of  the  county,  or       Conntj 
otiierwise,  and  the  existing  machinery  employed,  the  necessary  road  funds    _ ,.  ^    . 
might  he  collected  at  a  cost  of  1  to  2  per  cent.,  along  with  the  other  '^^ 

county  assessments.  John  Orr 

It  appears  to  me  that  property  does  and  must  hear  the  greater  part  of  Ewing,  Esq. 
the  harden  of  roads.     For  instance,  it  is  pretty  evident  that  a  farm  at 
the  outside  of  a  toll,  which  has  to  pay  L.dO  for  tolls  per  annum,  as  com- 
pared with  another  of  the  same  extent  on  the  other  side,  will  bring  L.30 
leas  rent,  and  thus  the  proprietor  really  pays  the  toll. 

If  the  collections  at  county  tolls  were  analysed,  the  great  hulk  of  the  traffic 
will  show  this  result,  except  in  the  cases  of  mineral  and  pleasure  traffic — 
the  bulk  of  the  latter  arising  from  the  residents  in  towns. 

The  greater  part  of  the  mineral  traffic  is  carried  by  railways,  no  large 
work  can  afford  to  cart  for  any  great  distance,  as  a  rule.  If,  however,  we 
examine  coal  and  lime  works  supplying  a  local  consumpt,  we  shall  find 
that  it  is  the  consumer  who  pays  the  toll — ^be  he  landowner,  farmer,  or 
labourer  ^so  that  here,  again,  property  bears  the  burden,  for  I  hold  the 
landowner  and  farmer  are  one  interest. 

It  has  often  been  suggested  that  coal  works  should  be  higher  assessed 
than  other  property,  if  the  system  of  assessment  on  rental  be  adopted  in 
place  of  tolls,  because  their  produce  wears  the  roads  more  than  compared 
with  the  proportion  of  their  assessment  to  that  of  other  property ;  but 
if  I  am  right  in  my  opinion  that  the  consumer  pays  the  toll,  then  any 
extra  charge  against  coal  and  lime  works  would,  to  that  extent,  increase  the 
price  of  these  articles.  It,  however,  appears  to  me,  that  from  the  high 
value  of  iron,  coal,  and  lime  works  throughout  Scotland,  the  amount  which 
would  fall  to  be  paid  by  them  under  assessment  on  rental,  would  make 
that  description  of  property  contribute  its  full  share  to  the  necessary  funds 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  roads,  considering  the  small  proportion  of 
their  produce  URing  roads. 

SUme  Quarries, — If  the  stones  from  these  are  used  only  in  the  country 
districts,  their  produce  is  in  the  same  position  as  that  from  coals  as  regards 
tolls,  with  this  difference,  that  being  used  for  building,  the  assessable 
amount  of  property  is  increased  by  them.  If,  however,  stone  quarries 
are  worked  for  the  use  of  towns,  which  are  not  assessable  for  the  support 
of  the  county  roads,  the  position  is  changed,  in  so  far  that  the  consumers 
in  the  towns,  if  tolls  were  abolished,  would  bear  no  part  of  the  expenditure 
for  maintaining  the  roads,  while  using  them  for  this  description  of  very 
heavy  cartage. 

Proportion  of  Maintaining  Roads  should  he  home  by  Towns, — It  appears 
to  me  that  all  towns  not  assessable  for  the  maintenance  of  the  roads  in  the 
county,  should  either  maintain  a  proportion  of  the  roads  in  their  imme- 
diate vicinities,  or  contribute  an  equitable  proportion  towards  the  cost  of 
the  general  maintenance  corresponding  to  the  use  they  make  of  the  roads, 
and  the  county  contribute  on  the  same  principle  for  the  use  of  the  streets 
in  the  town.  For  instance,  I  would  take  the  amount  collected  at  the  tolls 
around  such  a  city  as  Edinburgh  as  the  basis  of  the  proportion  of  what 
the  town  ought  to  contribute.  Thus  the  income  from  the  14  tolls  sur- 
rounding Edinburgh,  which  amounts  to  L.9,400  per  annum,  may  be 
assumed  to  be  borne  at  present  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  the 
county  in  equal  proportions;  and  as  the  maintenance  of  the  whole  , 

roads  under  Trust  cost  about  L.1 8,000  per  annum,  the  relative  proportion         • 
would  be  whatever  the  cost  of  maintenance  was  hereafter  per  annum,  as 
L.4,700  is  to  L.1 3,300.     Or  the  city  of  Edinburgh  might  have  transferred 
to  it  a  portion  of  the  roads  near  the  city,  which  at  present  cost  for  main- 
tenance L.4,700  per  annum. 

The  traffic  on  the  roads,  I  do  not  conceive,  would  be  perceptibly  increased 
bj  aboliahi^g  tolls.    Carriages  and  horses  might  use  part  of  a  road  which 
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County       they  at  present  avoid,  owing  to  tolls ;  but  I  hardly  think  they  would  travel 

_ ,.  ^  a  much  greater  distance  than  they  do  now.     Stage  coaches  may  increase, 

in  nrgh..   -^^^  j^  ^^^^  ^^^^  jj.  ^m  ^^^i^  y^^  ^^^  short  distances,  and  they  will  displace 

John  Orr  private  carriages  (such  as  gigs)  to  some  extent.  The  short  traffic  by  carts 
Ewing,  Esq.  likely  to  go  by  the  roads,  can  scarcely  be  considered  of  any  great  import- 
ance, even  if  all  be  withdrawn  from  railways.  I  mean  all  goods  traffic 
within  eight  miles  of  a  liirge  town.  For  instance,  the  tonnage  for  one 
year  to  and  from  Ratho  station  on  the  Edinburgh  and  Glai^w  Railway 
to  and  from  Edinburgh,  a  distance  of  eight  miles,  is  805  tons/or  about  two 
cart  loads  per  day,  yielding  L.llO,  16s.  per  annum,  and  from  Go^ar 
station  to  and  from  the  same  place,  being  a  distance  of  five  miles,  279 
tons,  or  not  one  cart  load  per  day,  yielding  L.31,  15s.  The  amount  per 
ton  charged  by  the  railway  is  so  small,  that  there  is  no  inducement  to 
employ  carts.  The  mode  of  sending  goods  will  still  remain  as  it  now  is, 
more  a  question  of  convenience  than  of  cost :  besides,  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  all  these  goods  use  the  roads  for  a  considerable  extent  at 
present  generally  without  paying  tolls. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  best  system  for  raising  the  necessary  funds 
would  be  by  assessment  on  rental,  half  paid  by  landlords  and  half  bj 
occupiers  for  all  rents  above  L.20,  all  below  that  to  be  paid  by  occupiers. 
Tenants  should  pay  all  the  assessment  during  the  existence  of  their  pre- 
sent leases. 

I  am  aware  that  it  has  been  very  generally  proposed,  in  event  of  an 
alteration,  to  tax  horses  for  a  certain  amount  of  the  funds.  If  this  be 
done,  the  best  plan  would  be  for  all  horses  chargeable  under  the  Assessed 
Tax  to  be  charged  road  money  to  the  extent  of  L.l  to  SOs.  each. 

All  existing  debts  on  roads  should  be  valued  at  their  present  worth,  tlie 
amount  of  the  said  valuation  to  be  a  burden  on  the  rate-payers,  and  paid 
off  by  equal  instalments  during  the  next  twenty  years. 

If  the  funds  be  raised  solely  by  assessment  on  property,  and  the  city 
bear  the  proportion  which  I  have  assumed,  the  per  centage  would  be 
about  3}  on  the  nett  valued  rental  of  the  county  of  Edinburgh,  amount- 
ing  to  L.386,000,  which  includes  railways ;  but  I  am  of  opinion  the  ex- 
penditure may  be  considerably  reduced  below  L.l 8,000  per  annum,  after 
the  debt  is  paid.  If  a  tax  be  laid  on  horses,  of  course  the  per  centage 
would  be  considerably  reduced. 

The  present  management  appears  to  have  worked  in  this  county  well ; 
but,  of  course,  if  an  assessment  such  as  I  have  indicated  were  adopted,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  have  occupiers  represented,  and  if  two  heritors  and 
one  occupier,  paying  a  rent  of  not  less  than  L.20,  were  sent  from  each 
parish,  perhaps  that  would  be  as  fair  a  mode  of  constituting  the  manage- 
ment of  the  roads  of  a  county  as  could  be  adopted.  All  the  roads  in  a 
county  should  be  under  one  management. 

I  have  had  considerable  experience  in  railway  management,  having  been 
for  the  last  thirteen  years  a  director  of  the  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  Bail- 
way,  besides  one  or  two  other  railways. 

In  the  event  of  tolls  being  abolished,  I  think  the  effect  in  regard  to 
short  traffic  for  pasHcngers  would  not  be  material,  and  certainly  wonkl  not 
injure  or  interfere  much  with  the  traffic  on  railways. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  a  large  proportion  of  all  the  tolls  levied  at  the  14 
toll-bars  around  Edinburgh,  upon  carriages  «if  all  descriptions,  and  light 
carts  to  or  from  Edinburgh,  are  paid  hy  the  inhabitants  of  the  citj. 

With  regard  to  carts  bringing  produce  to  Edinburgh,  I  consider  the  toll 
paid  by  these  as  a  payment  borne  by  the  county.  On  the  same  principle, 
aU  articles  going  out  of  Edinburgh,  I  look  upon  as  town  traffic,  which 
should  be  borne  by  the  town. 

I  am  further  of  opinion  that  the  tolls  on  coals  and  stones  brought  to 
Edinburgh  by  the  roads,  fall  upon  the  purchasers  in  Edinbiiiigh ;  and  the 
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fiici  that  railw%7-bome  stones  and  coals  come  into  competition  with  them,       Coirn^ 
does  not  alter  my  opinion  on  this  point.  J^ 

If  tolls  were  abolished,  the  causeway  mail  leviable  in  Edinburgh  ought    ^°'"^"'^''* 
also  to  be  abolished,  being  really  a  toll :  and  I  would  give  a  deduction      John  Qrr 
from  the  sum  to  be  paid  by  the  town  for  the  maintenance  of  reads,  corres-   Ewing,  Esq. 
ponding  with  the  tise  made  by  the  county  of  the  town  streets,  for  which 
the  causeway  mail  is,  I  believe,  a  fair  compensation. 

It  appears  to  me  that  whatever  arrangement  is  made,  the  city  ought 
to  have  transferred  to  it,  and  to  take  charge  of  maintaining  aU  the  roads 
within  its  parliamentary  botundaries.  « 

Taking  the  gross  amount  of  this  causeway  mail  at  L.  1,300  per  annum, 
and  assuming  Uie  cost  of  the  17  miles  of  turnpike  roads  within  the  par- 
liamentary burgh  ^  cost  L.  1,700  for  maintenance,  I  would  consider  these 
joint  sums,  amounting  to  Ii.3,000,  should  be  de4ycted  from  the  sum  which 
it  appears  to  me  ought  to.  he  borne  by  the  town,  and  which  I  havo 
estimated  at  L.4,700.  Of  course  this  would  leave  L.1,700  per  annum  te 
be  paid  to  the  county,  as  the  expenditure  and  income  stand  at  present.  I 
do  not  decidedly  say  that  L.4,700  is  the  equitable  amount,  not  having  the 
necessary  statistics  to  refer  to.  I,  however,  make  the  calculation  to  illus- 
trate the  principle,  that  property  in  town  and  country  should  pay  for  the 
maintenance  of  roads,  corresponding  to  the  advantages  derived  from  them. 

I  hold  it  to  be  fair  to  assume  that  the  income  received  at  the  14  tollf 
around  Edinburgh,  is  a  good  measure  to  prove  the  use  made  of  the  roa<]^ 
by  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  country  respectively. 
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n.  COUNTY  OF  HADDINGTON. 


Wednesday,  2^  February  1859. 


MEMBERS  PBE8E5T. 

Bight  Honble.  Sir  John  McNeill.  |    Sir  James  Fergusson,  Bart. 

Duncan  McLaren,  Esq. 

SIR  J.  M<N£ILL  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  L  Henry  MarekaU  Davidson,  Esq.^  Examined : — 

I  am  derk  to  the  Turnpike  Road  Trustees  of  the  county  of  Haddington.       County 
I  act  for  all  the  Trusts  in  the  county.     The  subject  of  the  abolition  of  <*f 

tolls  has  been  a  good  deal  discussed  in  East-Lotnian,  more  so,  I  believe,  Haddington, 
than  in  any  other  county.  As  clerk  to  the  various  Trusts,  I  have  had  an  ^^^^^ 
opportunity  of  observing  the  operation  of  the  present  system  of  tolls  in  Davids^  Esq. 
the  connty.  I  have  also  had  an  opportunity  of  hearing,  and  being 
acquainted  with,  the  discussions  that  have  taken  place  in  the  county.  I 
have  long  been  of  opinion,  that  the  system  of  collecting  by  tolls,  particu- 
larly in  places  where  but  a  small  revenue  is  derived,  might  be  very  much 
improved.  The  feeling  in  the  county  is  very  strong  in  favour  of  the 
abolition  of  tolls.  There  is  undoubtedly  a  great  difference  of  opinion  on 
the  subject  in  the  county,  both  among  proprietors  and  tenants ;  but,  taking 
those  classes  together,  I  should  say  there  is  a  great  preponderance  of 
feeling  in  favour  of  the  abolition  of  tolls.  The  earliest  objection  I  heard 
in  the  county  to  the  system  of  tolls  was  directed  against  the  number  of 
Trusts,  and  the  consequent  frequent  payment  of  toll  within  short  distances. 
This  arose  anterior  to  the  establishment  of  railways.  A  Bill,  with  the 
view  to  the  consolidation  of  Trusts  and  improvement  of  the  management, 
was  introduced  into  Parliament  in  the  year  1842,  and  passed  through  a 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  but  was  successfully  opposed  and 
thrown  out  when  the  Report  was  brought  up.  On  the  failure  of  this  Bill, 
an  agitation  arose  for  a  total  change  of  system,  involving  the  abolition  of 
tolls.  This  was  stiU  anterior  to  the  establishment  of  railways.  One  of 
the  leading  objections  to  the  svstem  of  tolls  was  that  before  alluded  to, 
the  sub-division  of  Trusts,  and  the  arrangement  by  which  payment  at  the 
toll  of  one  Trust  did  not  exempt  from  payment  at  the  toll  of  another  Trust, 
however  near  it  might  be.  For  example,  around  Haddington,  you  might 
have  to  pay  toUs  to  three  separate  Trusts  within  a  mile  and  a  half,  lliis 
is  still  the  case.  Then  came  the  competition  of  the  railways,  which  made 
*  tremendous  diflEierenoe,  particularly  as  regards  the  Great  Post  Road 
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CoQDty       Trust,  forming  part  of  the  Great  Trunk  Road  from  Edinburgh  to  London. 
„  ^  ,?^  ,        In  the  year  1845-6  the  revenue  of  that  road  was — 
Haddington.  From  tolls,  -  -  -  -  -        L.2,991 

Henry  M.  Compositions  in  lieu  of  tolls  paid  by  coaches,  -   *        1,220 

Davidson,  Esq.  Mail  coach,  -----  292 

L.4,503 
The  consequence  of  the  opening  of  the  railways  was, 

that  the  revenue  fell  to        -  -  -  1,500 


Being  a  reduction  of         -  -        L.3,003 


Of  the  remaining  traf&c,  the  greater  part  was  what  is  called  heavy 
traffic.  The  establishment  of  the  railway  took  away  nearly  the  whole  of 
the  through  traffic ;  the  remaining  traffic,  therefore,  was  more  properly 
local  traffic.  It  also  caused  a  transfer  of  the  traffic  from  the  main  lines  to 
the  cross  roads  leading  to  the  railway  stations.  I  will  furnish  the  Com- 
mission with  a  statement  of  the  revenue  of  each  of  the  various  Trusts  for 
two  or  three  years  anterior  to  the  opening  of  the  railway  and  for  the  last 
three  years,  also  a  return  of  the  expenditure  on  the  maintenance  of  the 
roads  in  each  Trust  for  the  last  three  years,  ending  25th  May. 

After  the  railway  was  opened,  and  the  course  of  traffic  conseqnentlj 
changed,  many  of  the  tenants  who  used  the  railway  for  the  transport  of 
their  produce,  had  in  a  great  measure  ceased  to  use  the  mam  lines  of  road, 
and  chiefly  used  the  cross  roads  leading  to  the  stations.  It  thus  happened 
that,  while  some  had  access  to  these  stations  without  paying  toll,  others 
had  tolls  to  pay,  and  complained  of  the  inequality  of  the  taxation  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  roads.  It  was  admitted  that  these  complaints  were 
well-founded;  so  much  so,  that  an  attempt  was  made  by  the  Trustees  to 
remove  them,  by  altering  the  position  of  tlie  bars,  but  they  were  unable  to 
effect  the  proposed  change,  in  consequence  of  the  differenee  of  opinion 
which  prevailed  on  the  subjeet. 

In  some  districts  the  present  revenue  is  sufficient  for  the  proper  main* 
tenance  of  the  roads,  in  others  it  is  quite  insufficient ;  and  this  year  there 
are  more  complaints  of  the  bad  state  of  the  roads  in  East  Lothian,  more 
especially  in  the  West  and  North  Districts,  than  ever  I  remember  during 
the  30  jears  I  have  had  charge  of  them.  I  will  furnish  a  note  of  the 
Trusts  m  which  the  revenue  is,  and  in  which  it  is  not,  sufficient. 

Three  of  the  Trusts  axe  unfavourably  affected  by  an  iron  work  recently 
established — Gladsmuir  Iron  Works.  These  works  use  altogether  about 
15  miles  of  road.  The  traffic  is  very  heavy,  and  has  cut  up  the  roads 
very  much.  It  has  cut  them  up  in  such  a  way  as  materially  to  damage 
them.  The  proprietor  proposed  a  composition  of  L.40  per  annum,  in 
compensation  of  damage.  This  the  Trustees  rejected  as  too  low,  and 
demanded  L.lOO,  which  being  in  turn  refused,  they  put  up  check- bars  at 
each  side  of  the  entry  to  the  works,  which  were  let  the  first  year  for 
L.350,  but  recently  the  proprietor  of  the  works,  by  means  of  various 
private  roads  and  other  channels,  even  by  acquiring  a(\joining  fields,  has 
to  a  great  extent  succeeded  in  evading  the  tolls. 

There  are  five  Turnpike  Trusts  in  the  county — the  Great  Post  Road, 
the  North  District,  the  South  District,  the  Kilpallet  District,  and  the 
Oriniston  District.  In  those  districts  where  the  revenue  is  sufficient,  the 
roads  are  kept  in  fvr  order.  It  is  from  those  whose  funds  are  insufficient 
that  the  complaints  of  the  roads  being  in  bad  condition  proceed.  By  the 
Act  8  and  4  William  IV.,  cap.  109  (28th  June  1833),  §  9,  being  the  Local 
Act  by  which  our  Trusts  are  now  constituted,  a  power  of  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  District  Trustees  to  a  General  Meeting  of  the  whole  Trusteet 
of  the  county  is  provided,  bat  in  practice  never  resorted  to.    PractiGaUy» 
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thereibre,  the  se^^arate  District  Trusts  act  qnite  independently.  I  have  County 
always  been  of  o{»nion  that  we  had  too  many  TrustSy  and  that  consolida*  t^^ ^^^^ 
tion  was  desirable  to  the  extent  of  having  three  Trusts  instead  of  five.         nawttiDgtoo. 

Few  statute  labour  roads  have  been  converted  into  turnpikes  lately,  Henry  M. 
but  at  one  time  a  good  many  were  so  converted,  and  several  have  been  solHfidioDyEsqt 
conTerted  stnoe  the  passing  of  the  present  Turnpike  Act.  These  cases  of 
conversion  have  been  with  the  view  of  better  management,  the  improve 
ment  of  the  roads,  and  to  enable  us  the  better  to  check  the  toll-bars.  Each 
of  the  Turnpike  Trusts  expends  and  applies  within  the  limits  of  the  Trust 
the  funds  raised  within  that  Trust. 

The  debt  on  the  Great  Post  Road  is  gradually  diminishing.  In  the 
North  District  we  are  getting  rapidlv  into  debt.  In  the  South  we  are  in 
a  good  position,  the  debt  is  diminisniag,  whilst,  in  the  Oimiston  District, 
we  are  increasing  our  debt;  and  on  the  Kilpallet  we  are  in  a  doubtful  state, 
and  are  certainly  not  diminishing  the  debt  In  apportioning  the  revenue, 
the  interest  of  the  debt  is  considered  before  the  maintenance  of  the  road. 
In  one  of  the  districts,  the  Trustees  declined  to  incur  any  further  personal 
responsibility  for  repairing  the  roads,  the  ordinary  revenue  being  insuffi* 
dent  for  the  purpose.  In  that  Trust,  as  well  as  over  the  whole  coun^, 
the  Trustees  are  at  present  levying  on  heavy  traffic,  such  as  carta,  only 
one-half  of  the  rales  allowed  by  the  Local  Act,  and  they  could  therefore 
legally  double  the  rate  of  toll  upon  that  kind  of  traffic,  and  thus  make 
better  provisioii  for  the  keeping  up  of  the  roads,  but  they  are  deterred 
from  takhig  that  course  by  the  consideration  that  the  charge  for  tolls  ftills 
already  vrith  unequal  weight  upon  the  parties  who  pay  tolls  in  that  partioa 
of  the  countjr,  and  that  to  double  the  tolls  would  be  to  exaggerate  the 
injustice,  while  the  parties  who  now  escape  toll  would  still  go  me. 

We  have  three  overseers  for  the  county  turnpikes.  One  for  the  North 
District,  one  for  the  Post  Road  and  Ormiston  District,  and  another  for  the 
Bouth  and  Kilpallet  Districts. 

I  hand  in  an  advertisement  of  the  letting  of  the  tolls,  80  in  number, 
for  144  miles  of  road.  The  whole  of  the  tolls  were  in  the  hands  of  the 
Trustees  for  two  years  to  Whitsunday  last,  when  they  were  let.  Infonnation 
as  to  the  expense  of  collection  will  be  found  in  Mr  M^Conneirs  Report,  which 
I  hand  in.  The  rent  of  the  tolls,  when  let,  was  somewhat  higher  than  the  * 
revenue  drawn  during  either  of  the  two  years  when  they  were  in  the  hands 
of  the  Trustees,  but  the  full  amount  of  these  rents  has  not  been  realised. 

I  hand  in  the  copy  of  a  Road  Bill  for  the  county  of  Haddington,  pre- 
pared by  me,  but  which  has  been  suspended  in  consequence  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Royal  Commission.  My  belief  is,  that  taking  proprietors  and 
tenants  together,  there  is  a  preponderance  of  feeling  in  favour  of  the 
Bill,  but,  with  regard  to  the  proprietors,  they  may  probably  be  equally 
divided.  Wit^Jrespect  to  tenants,  as  distinguished  from  proprietors,  there 
is  a  large  majority  in  favour  of  it.  This  BUI  embodies  my  views  as  to  the 
best  mode  of  providing  for  the  maintenance  of  the  roads  in  the  county  of 
Haddington.  Supposing  no  such  measure  to  be  adopted,  I  am  of  opinion 
that  very  great  advantage  would  be  derived  from  the  consolidation  of 
Trusts.  I  will  furnish  the  Commission  with  a  copy  of  a  Report  by  a 
Committee  of  Trustees  in  1840,  with  reference  to  the  consohdation  of 
Trusts  in  the  county.  This  report,  which  was  prepared  by  me,  and  approved 
by  the  Trustees,  will  show  the  grounds  of  that  opinion. 

I  am  of  opinion  that,  by  any  mode  of  consolidating  Trusts  or  otherwise, 
it  would  be  impossible,  now  that  railways  are  in  operation,  to  provide  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  roads  in  a  manner  so  advantageous  as  by  the  sys- 
tem proposed  in  the  Bill  referred  to. 

By  an  estimate  appended  to  the  Bill  which  I  have  produced,  the  amount 
of  the  assessment  proposed  to  be  levied  on  lands  and  horses  is  L.6869  per 
annum,  which  includes  a  sinkmg  fund  of  L.463  annually  for  paying  off 
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*     Connty       debt,  and  leares  a  Borplus  of  L.428  not  specially  destined.    The  estimate 

9^  also  shews  that  the  sum  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  the  roads  is 

Haddington,   l  g  441^  ^  \^  expended  hereafter.    In  whatever  proportion  this  amount 

Henry  M.     exceeds  the  sum  now  expended,  the  rates  of  assessment  proposed  in  the 

Davidson,  Esq.  schedule  appended  to  the  Bill,  will  of  course  be  greater  than  those  which 

would  be  required  for  the  maintenance  of  the  roads  in  their  present  ccm- 

dition.     The  rates  of  10s.  proposed  to  be  levied  on  each  agricultural  horse, 

and  IJd.  on  the  tenant's  rent,  would,  I  think,  be  satisfactory  to  the 

tenantry  in  East  Lothian,  because  the  amount  of  the  two  together  would 

come  to  less  than  is  now  paid  by  them,  except  in  a  few  exceptional  cases. 

In  regard  to  the  classification  of  horses,  my  own  opinion  would  incline  in 

favour  of  a  uniform  rate  on  all  non-ag)ricultural  horses,  and  about  27s.  on 

each  non-agricultural  horse  would  produce  the  same  sum  as  the  classified 

rates  proposed  in  my  Bill. 

In  the  Bill  it  is  provided  that  the  causeway  mail  of  the  burghs  should 
still  be  levied,  because  they  are  to  be  assessable  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
county  roads.  It  is  my  opinion  that  the  abolition  of  tolls,  situated  as  they 
are  at  Haddington,  Dunbar,  and  North  Berwick,  would  more  than  com- 
pensate these  burghs  for  the  assessment  proposed  to  be  laid  on  them. 

I  am  of  opinion,  from  information  obtained  subsequent  to  Mr  M'Connell's 
Beport,  that  the  actual  traffic  is  considerably  less  than  Mr  M'Connelly  on 
more  imperfect  data,  estimated  it  at. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  no  mode  of  providing  funds  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  roads  of  the  county  could  be  deemed  sufficient  which  did  not  throw 
a  portion  of  the  burden  on  mineral  traffic.  I  think  an  estimate  might  be 
made  of  the  out-put  from  each  iron  work,'colliery,  or  quarry,  and  a  tax  put 
on  the  tonnage  conveyed,  taking  into  account  the  distance  of  road  used. 
I  do  not  think  that  a  uniform  tax  on  non-agricultural  horses  would  throw 
an  equitable  share  of  the  burden  on  mineral  traffic. 

There  is  a  separate  fund  for  bridge  money  under  the  Act  3  and  4 
Wm.  IV.,  cap.  109,  §  30,  the  maximum  rate  being  5s.  on  each  L.100  of 
valued  rent,  but  I  believe  the  average  raised  does  not  exceed  L.60  per 
annum. 
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STATE  shewiog  the  Bbtentte  and  ExPEin)iTUBB  of  the  Tubkpikb  Trusts       Connty]  *; 

in  the  County  of  Haddington,  HaddSagton. 

(Taken  from  the  printed  Accounts  handed  in  by  H.  M.  Davidson,  Esq.)  HeniT~M 

For  the  Years  1855-6,  1856-7,  and  1867-8.  DavidBon,EBq. 


DlSTBlOT. 


I.  Great 
Post  Road, 


II.  North 
District,... 


in.  South 
District,.*. 


IV.  KCpaUet 
District,... 


V.  Ormiston 
District,... 


1855-6 
1856-7 
1857-8 


1855-6 
1866-7 
1857-8 


1856-6 
1856-7 
1857-8 


1855-6 
1866-7 
1857-8 


1855-6 
1856-7 
1857-8 


Betbhvk. 


B«T6Bne 

for  each  of  the 

Tears. 


£  «.  d. 

1,526  0  0 

1,593  9  8 

1,701  0  1 


4,820    9    9 


738  0  0 
696  19  2 
667    3    0 


2,102    2    2 


626  0  0 
562  11  10 
636  18  11 


1,824  10    9 


333  3  0 
356  2  6 
310  13    1 


999  18    7 


178  3-  4 
155  19  0 
118    4    2 


462    6    6 

Bsamssssssm 


Average  yearly  revenue,... 


Average 
Revenue. 


8, 


d. 


1,606  16    7 


700  14    0 


608    3    7 


333    6    2 


150  15    6 


3,399  15  10 


BXPBITDITUIUI. 


Ezpenditnre 

for  each  of  the 

Years. 


£       8.  d. 

1,123  12  1 

1,355  12  8 

1,411     9  3 


3,890  14    0 


948  19     2 
886  18     5 

777     7     1 


2,613     4    8 


478  9  5 
507  18  6 
485     6    7 


1,471  14    6 


428  10     1 

374  3    4 

375  15     7 


1,178    9    0 


171  12  8 
198  9  5 
151     9    7 


521  11     8 


Average  yearly  expenditure,... 


Average 
Expenditure. 


*.  ^<l. 


1,296  18    0 


871     1     6 


490  11     6 


392  16     0 


173  17     2 


3,225     4    2 
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County  iVb^.— From  %  State  fiimished  by  Mr  DaTidson,  it  appears  that  the 

„  ^^o^  average  revenue  of  the  two  years  (1844-45  and  1846-46),  over  the  whole 

Haddington.  ^^^  ^ruste,  amounted  to  -  -  -  -    L.7»203  18  10 

I)a?iS.E'8q.  DETAIttD  NOTB  OF  ReVENDB. 

1844-5  1845-6 

Great  Post  Road,  -           -    L.4,484  12  0  L.4,666  18  0 

North  Road»      -  -            -        1^3    0  0  1,479    0  0 

South  do.,          .  -            -           628    5  6  639    2  S 

Kilpallet  do.,      -  -            -           330    0  0  357     0  0 

Ormiston  do.,    -  -            -           348    0  0  223    0  0 

L.7,143  17    6  L.7>264    0    8 

From  the  printed  Accounts  it  also  appears  that  the  road  debt  of  the 
cottnty^  at  Whitsunday  1858,  was  as  follows  :— 

Bonded  and  Floating  ]>ebt.  Postponed  Debt 

Great  Post  Road,           -           -    L.4,300    0    0  L.2,500    0    0 

North  District  do.,         -            -           578  10    8  0    0    0 

South  District  do.,         •            •        1,800    0    0  707  17    2 

Kilpallet  District  do.,     -            .        2,300    0    0  870  12    3 

OtmistOB  District  do.,    •           -          426    2  10  184  17    8 


L.9,403  13    6  L.4,26d    7    1 


REPORT  by  John  M'Connell,  Esq.,  on  Turnpike  and  Statute 
Labour  Roads  of  East  Lothian^  27th  June  1857. 

(Handed  in  by  H.  M.  Davidson,  Esq.) 

to  the  trustees  for  the  care  of  the  turnpike  and  statute 

labour  roads  in  the  county  of  HADDINGTON. 

Mt  Lords  and  Gentlemen, — On  the  7th  August  1855,  you  were 
pleased,  by  a  minute  of  a  general  meetings  to  request  me  to  report  to  you 
on  the  state  of  the  roads  of  the  county  of  Haddington,  and  also  to  suggest 
whatever  financial  plan  appeared  to  me  most  ^equitable  and  practicable" 
for  their  support. 

The  details  of  these  instructions  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix* 

To  account  for  the  delay  that  has  occurred  in  preparing  this  report,  it 
is  necessary  to  remind  you,  that  soon  after  receiving  your  instructions  I 
had  the  honour  of  meeting  tl|p  conmiittee  af^pointed  by  you  to  communi- 
cate with  me  regarding  them. 

At  this  meeting  it  became  evident  that  the  most  important  and  difficult 
point  to  be  considered,  after  an  investigation  into  the  state  of  the  roads, 
etc.,  was  the  poBsibility  of  devising  an  equitable  plan  for  maintaining  the 
roads  of  the  county  by  rate,  instead  of  contitiiung  the  present  toU-bar 
system. 

After  due  c^msideration  of  this  important  p^nt,  it  was  agreed  that,  in 
order  to  obtain  correct  information  as  to  the  traflSc,  the  Trustees  should 
be  recommended  to  take  into  their  own  hands  for  one  year  the  whole  of 
the  toll-bars  in  the  county. 

This  recommendation  was  afterwards  addressed  to  the  committee  in  a 
letter  to  the  convener,  the  Marquis  of  Tweeddale,  and,  being  approved  of, 
was  carried  into  effect  by  a  general  meeting  of  the  county. 

The  year  having  now  expired,  and  the  classified  returns  from  May  25, 
1856,  to  May  25,  1857,  having  been  obtained,  I  take  the  earliest  opp<sr- 
tunity  of  laying  the  result  of  tne  investigation  before  you. 

You  will  find^  first,  a  report  of  the  general  state  of  the  roads*  necessaiy 
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6«ltlajr,  etc. ;  and,  secondly,  ftueh  obseirations  on  the  b«st  mode  of  raismg      County 
the  required  funds,  as  have  been  suggested  by  the  information  obtained.     Hadd?  irton 

The  whole  of  the  public  roads  of  the  county,  comprising  141  miles  of  "^    ' 

turnpike  and  205  miles  of  statute  labour  roads,  were  in  the  course  of  last     Henry  M. 
year  examined  in  detail  by  the  surveyor  in  charge  of  the  toll  collection,  Davidson,  ^. 
the  material  on  them  pitted,  the  width  of  material  and  the  width  of  road- 
way between  the  fences  measured  nearly  every  mile  (hill  tracts  excepted), 
and  notes  made  as  to  their  state  as  regards  surface,  shape,  drainage,  etc. 

In  order  to  test  the  correctness  of  these  notes,  and  to  form  the  estimates 
now  submitted  to  you,  the  greatest  portion  of  the  roads  have  been  in- 
spected by  myseLf,  or  by  a  surveyor  on  whose  judgment  I  have  full  reliance. 

These  noias,  in  detail,  ai«  lodged  at  the  County  Road  Office  in  Hadding- 
ton, and  abstracts  of  them>  shewing  the  general  condition  of  the  roads  of 
each  tunipike  Trust  and  of  each  parish,  with  the  rektire  estimates  for 
repairs,  are  annexed  to  this  Report. 

The  general  result  may  be  thus  stated  >•-> 

That  the  post  road  district,  34  miles  in  extent,  is  in  good  order  to  the 
eastward  of  Haddington,  and  in  fair  condition  throughout,  with  the 
exception  of  the  portion  between  Dolphingston  and  Gladsmuir,  five  miles 
in  extent,  two  miles  of  which  length,  m  the  neighbourhood  of  Tranent,  is 
completely  worn  down  by  the  heavy  traffic  passing  over  it.  That  to  bring 
this  portion  of  road  into  proper  condition  would  require  an  immediate 
ovlUb^  of  L.500,  and  that  the  future  maintenance  of  the  whole  line  would 
require  the  sum  of  L.800  per  annum. 

That  the  north  district,  62^  miles  in  extent,  is  tmeqnal  in  its  condition, 
portions  of  it  near  Whitekirk,  Wamphray,  Campton,  etc,  being  rough 
m  surface ;  and  near  Tynninghame,  Qullane,  near  the  Drem  and  Long- 
niddiy  Railway  Stations,  and  particularly  between  Aberlady  and  Ravens- 
haugh,  the  roads  require  considerable  addition  of  material. 

Here  the  estimate  for  extra  outlay  amounts  to  L.360,  and,  for  the 
maintenance  of  62^  miles,  to  L.810  per  annunk 

That  on  the  Kilpallet  Ti-ust,  22}  miles  in  extent,  the  condition  of  the 
road  between  Tranent  and  Gifford  is  generally  deficient  both  in  strength 
of  material  and  smoothness  of  surface.  That  the  road  between  Gifford 
and  Kilpallet  having  to  sustain  but  little  traffic,  is  generally  in  fair  order, 
excepting  for  the  extent  of  about  two  miles  in  the  vicinity  of  Danskin, 
where  the  surface  is  inconvenientlv  rouffh« 

The  extra  outlay  here  required  would  be  L.190,  and  the  maintenance 
of  22}  miles  is  estimated  at  L.260  per  annum. 

That  on  the  South  District,  27^  miles  in  extent,  man^  of  the  roads  are 
deficient  in  strength  and  smoothness  of  surface,  and  m  some  places  the 
material  of  which  the  road  is  composed  is  of  very  inferior  quality,  the 
iroad  from  Haddington  to  Gifford  and  its  branch,  with  the  Samuelston 
'oads,  being  the  only  exceptions. 

The  extra  sum  required  ia  L.300,  and  the  estimate  for  maintaining 
27}  miles  is  L.430  per  annum. 

That  the  Ormiston  Trust,  five  miles  in  extent,  is  generally  in  fur  order, 
and  as  its  occasional  roughness  of  surface  may  be  corrected  in  the  ordinary 
eeurse  of  repairs,  no  extra  outlay  is  considered  necessary. 

The  estimate  for  maintaining  the  five  miles  is  L.lOO  per  annum.  The 
total  sum,  Uierefore,  required  for  extra  repairs  on  the  turnpike  roads  is 
estimated  at  L.  1,340,  and  the  cost  of  maintaining  them  (141  miles) 
Ii*2,400  per  annum. 

The  notes  shew  the  statute  labour  roads  to  be  of  ample  breadth ;  and 
if  the  surface  were  brought  into  proper  condition,  these  roads  might  fairly 
he  considered  superior  to  the  average. 

In  ten  of  the  twenty-five  parishes  considerable  extra  outlay  will  be 
to  effect  this. 
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County  In  some  of  the  renmininj;  fifteen  parishes  the  roads  are  in  excellent 

Hadd   irt     '  ^''^^'»  ^^^^  ^^  Others  great  improvement  is  required,  which  for  the  most 

ington.  ^^^^  ^-Q  ^QQ3£g^  Iq  lifting  rough  portions  of  the  roads  to  reform  the  sur- 

'  Henry  M.     face. 

Davidsou,  Esq.  As  this  operation  should  he  gradual,  and  may  be  effected  in  the  course 
of  ordinary  repairs,  it  has  been  considered  advisable  to  make  allowance  for 
it  in  the  annual  estimates. 

The  estimate  for  extra  and  annual  repairs  in  the  different  parishes  is 
as  follows : — 

In  the  parish  of 

Aberlady, 

Athelstaneford, 

Bolton, 

Dirleton, 

Dunbar, 

Fata  and  Soutra, 

Oarvald, 

Gladsmuir,     - 

Haddington,  - 

Humbie, 

Innerwick,     - 

Moreham, 

North  Berwick, 

Oldhamstocks, 

Ormiston, 

Pencaitland,  - 

Prestonkirk,  - 

Prestonpans,  - 

8alton, 

Spott, 

Stenton, 

Tranent, 

Whitekirk,     - 

Whittingham, 

Yester, 


MUes. 

Extra  Bepahv. 

Ordinary  Repairs. 

5 

••■ 

L.40 

0 

0 

7 

L.125 

0 

0 

70 

0 

0 

9 

100 

0 

0 

45 

0 

0 

9 

•  •• 

100 

0 

0 

H 

•  •  • 

95 

0 

0 

4 

•  •  • 

20 

0 

0. 

16 

50 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

IH 

300 

0 

0 

170 

0 

0 

24^ 

•  *• 

190 

0 

0 

24 

•  •  • 

130 

0 

0 

18 

h 

•  •• 

90 

0 

0 

6 

•  •  • 

35 

0 

0 

H 

•  •• 

80 

0 

0 

•  •• 

40 

0 

0 

6i 

200 

0 

0 

70 

0 

0 

12 

150 

0 

0 

80 

0 

0 

16} 

150 

0 

0 

140 

0 

0 

3 

100 

0 

0 

30 

0 

0 

H 

•  •• 

40 

0 

0 

10 

•  •  • 

60 

0 

0 

llj 

•  ■• 

60 

0 

0 

16^ 

900 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

1<4 

100 

0 

0 

95 

0 

0 

22 

•  •• 

70 

0 

0 

16i 

••• 

80 

0 

0 

295 

L.2,175 

0 

0 

L.2,080 

0 

0 

It  is  probable  that  these  estimates  will  be  found  sufficient,  as  they  haye 
been  calculated  on  the  best  information  as  to  traffic  that  could  be  obtained 
in  the  course  of  last  year.  But  the  only  sure  guide  to  ascertain  the 
amount  of  traffic  is  wanting  on  statute  labour  roads,  as  there  are  no  toll- 
bars. 

It  will  now  be  necessary  to  take  into  consideration  other  expenses  in- 
daded  under  the  head  of  road  management,  in  order  to  ascertain  with 
some  degree  of  precision  the  amount  of  revenue  that  would  be  required 
from  the  county  for  this  purpose. 

The  bonded  debt  on  the  turnpike  roads 
of  the  county  is  -  •  -    L.13,984    0    0 

And  on  the  statute  labour  roads,    -  652    0    0 

Together, L.14,636    0    0 

The  annual  payments  for  salaries  and  incidental  expenses 
amount  on  the  turnpike  roads  to  -  -  -  •    L.480    0    0 


Statute  labour  roads  to  -  -  -  •    L.212    0    0 
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The  gross  sam  therefore  required  for  the  maintenance  of  Coanty 

the  roads,  salaries,  interest,  and  gradual  liquidation  of  the  „  aa^^^ 

debt,  would  be:—  Haddington, 

-.    ,.  .»,.•,  *  Henry  M. 

Ordinary  repairs— Turnpike  roads,  141  miles,  -    L.2,400    0    0  Davidson,  Esq. 

^  Do.  Statute  labour  roads,  295  miles,    -        2^080    0    0 

Salaries  and  incidents — Turnpike  and  statute  labour 

roads,    ---.-..  692    0    0 

Interest  on  debt- 
Turnpike  and  statute  labour  debt»  as 

above,   -----    L.  14,636    0    0 
Add  sum  to  be  provided  for  extra  repain^^ 

On  turnpike  roads,        -      L.  1,340    0    0 

On  statute  labour  roads,  2,175    0    0 

3,615    0    0 

4J  per  cent,  on  -  .  -    L.18,151    0    0       816    0    0 

Sinking  fund,     -  -  -  -  .  .  453    00 


L.6,441    0    0 


The  umua)  estimates  nearly  correspond  with  what  appears  to  hare 
been  of  late  the  actual  outlay,  but  the  extra  allowance  is  needed  at  once, 
before  these  estimates  can  be  considered  in  operation,  to  correct  the 
defective  state  into  wiiich  many  portions  of  these  roads  have  fallen. 

It  thuB  appears  that  under  whatever  system  the  revenue  for  road 
expenses  may  be  levied,  the  amount  raised  ought  not  to  be  less  than 
L.6,500.  And  in  a  county  so  important  as  Haddington,  it  must  be  advis- 
able to  provide  a  further  sum  as  a  security  against  contingencies,  and  for 
the  encoarsgement  of  improvements  undertaken  in  co-operation  with 
parties  locally  interested  in-  furthering  them — a  system  which  has  been 
found  to  work  most  advantageously  in  other  districts. 

It  now  remains  to  consider  the  second  question,  viz..  The  most  ^equit- 
able and  practicable"  mode  of  raising  these  funds. 

No 'plan  appears  to  me  more  "  equitable  or  practicable"  than  a  fairly 
anranged  system  of  toll-bars,  with  the  existing  statute  labour  assessment ; 
and  it  is  clear,  that  by  consolidating  the  different  Road  Trusts  of  the 
county  under  one  general  Board,  by  converting  the  main  statute  labour 
lines  into  turnpike  roads,  and  by  placing  toll-bars  at  points  best  calculated 
to  intercept  traffic  at  present  using  the  roads  without  payment  of  toll,  the 
required  revenue  might  be  obtained. 

The  various  parishes  being  therebv  relieved  from  what  now  is  a  great 
burden,  would  become  enabled,  out  of  the  ordinary  statute  labour  funds, 
to  maintain  in  good  order  those  roads  which  are  merely  subjected  to  their 
local  traffic. 

These  are  the  views  I  have  formed  on  the  subject ;  and  as  yon  have 
done  me  the  honour  to  require  my  opinions,  I  have  ^tated  them  explicitly, 
from  the  conviction  that  the  toll-bar  system,  though  expensive  and  incon- 
venient,  is  the  most  Just  in  operation.  But  understanding  that  the 
county  of  Haddington  has  expressed  a  strong  desire  to  resort  if  possible  to 
Bome  other  system,  I  will  not  enter  further  into  the  subject  than  to  submit 
in  the  Appendix  the  general  effect  of  a  consolidated  Trust,  and  now  pro- 
ceed to  lay  before  you  the  information  collected,  with  the  view  of  enabling 
you  to  decide  whether  a  just  rate  coidd  be  devised  to  raise  the  required 
revenue. 

The  whole  sum  levied  at  the  toll-bars  of  this  county  between  May  25, 
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County       I8569  and  May  25»  1857»  was  (without  deductioDS  for  ooUecton'  wages, 

of  etc.)      -------    L.3,978  19     3 

Haddington.        q^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^  p^i^_ 

Henry  M  For  horses    drawing    gigs,  etc.,  with 

DaridBon,  Eiiq.  springs,               .             .            -  (40,«72)  L.1,016  16  0 

Coaches  and  carriages,           *    (7,664)  191  12  0 

Horses,           ...  (28,492)  228  16  3 

Asses,            -            -            -    (6,130)  26  7  8 

Total  paid  for  l^t  traffic,    L.1,462  1111 
For  agricultural 
carts,  (56,876)    L.722    6    7J 

Cattle,      (21,021)  75  10    6 

Sheep,       (91,561)        114  13  11 
Total  paid  for  agricultural 
traffic,  -  -       — 

For  mineral  carts,  coal,  iron,  stone,  tiles, 
lime  for  building,  etc.,  (71,157) 

For  miscellaneous  carts — nullers,  bakers, 
brewers,  carriers,  vegetables,  wood,  waggons, 
etc.,  (51,284)  -  .  -  - 

In  following  out  the  investigation  into  the  nature  of  the  traffic  of  the 
county,  persons  were  stationed  for  six  different  weeks,  in  the  months  ^ 
November,  December,  February,  April,  and  May,  to  take  accounts  of  traffic 
passing  at  fifteen  different  points  (specified  in  the  Appendix)  not  having 
previously  paid  toll.  Taking  these  weekly  returns  as  a  fair  average,  the 
result  for  the  year  would  be,  that  there  would  have  been  received  for — 
Light  traffic,-  -  *  -    L.4a6  16    8^ 

Agriculture  do.9        ...        747    0    3 
Mineral  do.,  -  -  -  ^        999  14    0 

Miscellaneoiu  do.9     ...        273  17    4 

L.2,506    7    3^ 

Supposing,  therefore,  that  toll  had  been  paid  upon  the  whole  of  this 
traffic,  the  result  would  have  been— 

Paid  for  light  traffic  at  bars,  -    L.1,462  II  11 

At  checked  stations,  -  -  486  16    8} 

L.1,948    7    7i 
For  agricultural  traffic— 
At  bars,    -  -    L.912  10  11^ 

Stations,  •  -       747    0    2 


912  10  Hi 

930 

6 

9 

673 

9 

7J 
L.3,978  19 

3 

For  mineral  carts — 
At  bars,    .  •    L.9d0    6    9 

SUtions,  -  -        999  14    0 


L.1,659  11     li 


For  miscellaneous 
At  bars,    .  .    L.673    9    7i 

Stations,  •  -        273  17    4 


L.1,930    0    9 


L.947    6  Hi 
-L.6,486    6    6i 

a  sum  which  nearly  corresponds  with  that  computed  to  be  necenary  for 
road  purpoeee. 
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This  clasBiiication  gives  a  general  idea  of  the  manner  in  which  the  County 
burden  ought  to  be  borne  by  different  interests,  but  can  never,  from  „  A^^trta 
various  circumstances,  be  an  accurate  guide.  uaodington. 

For  instance,  while  the  mineral 'traffic^  for  the  most  part,  follows  some  Henry  M. 
particular  line,  and,  being  checked  at  stations  and  elsewhere,  appears  in  Davidaon,  Esq. 
these  returns,  there  is  a  constant  use  of  the  roads  for  local  agricultural 
purposes,  in  an  irregular  manner  and  in  remote  places,  which  must 
necessarHj  have  escaped  being  noted.  Again,  light  traffic  injures  the 
road  so  httle,  that,  if  rated  in  'proportion  to  the  damage  it  caused,  the 
revenue  derived  from  this  source  would  be  diminished  by  three-fourths. 
It  has  been  heavily  taxed  under  the  toll  system,  light  carriages  being 
dassed  as  luxuries ;  but  it  is  a  question  whether  this  should  not  be  recti- 
fied,  when  a  rate  on  the  property  of  the  coimty  has  to  be  considered. 

These  returns,  however,  making  due  allowance  for  their  imperfection, 
dearly  shew  that,  in  justice  to  all  interests,  minerals  ought  to  be  taxed  in 
some  proportion  to  the  damage  the  transport  of  them  causes  to  the  roads. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  a  great  proportion  of  the  coal  produced  in  the 
county  is  consumed  within  it,  but  the  export  of  coals  and  other  minerals 
is  also  very  large,  which  makes  it  necessary,  in  contemplating  a  measure 
of  this  kind,  to  calculate  on  the  probability  of  the  future  establishment  of 
extensiYe  public  works,  ooUeries,  etc.,  devoted  to  export  rather  than  to 
the  trade  of  the  county. 

No  special  rate  levied  on  all  collieries,  public  works,  etc.,  could  be  a  fair 
tax,  such  works  being  so  differently  situated — some  conveying  their  produce 
entirely  by  rail,  others  using  the  roads,  and  causing  great  wear  and  outlay 
upon  them. 

Any  general  rate  that  may  be  laid  on  the  property  of  the  county  would 
always  be  ineffective  to  secure  a  fair  return  from  mines  qnd  public  works ; 
for  while  it  appears  that,  according  to  the  valuation  of  the  year  ISSG-ST^ 
the  rental  of  the  whole  county  and  burghs  of  Haddington  amounted  to 
upwards  of     .......    14.^^)0,000    0    9 

the  rental  of  lime,  brick,  tile,  iron,  coal  works,  sjnd  stone 

quarries  does  not  exceed         ....  7,200    0    0 

A  tax  on  horses  employed  in  carting  minerals,  etc.,  would  be  imprac- 
ticable ;  for,  besides  the  difficulty  of  ascertaining  the  horses  that,  from 
constant  employment  on  the  work,  are  fairly  liable,  there  would  still  remain 
the  greater  difficulty  of  collecting  from  the  carters  any  remunerative  rat% 

It  appears,  therefore,  that,  to  adjust  this  difficulty,  the  Trustees  should 
keep  themselves  informed  of  the  state  of  traffic  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  differ^it  works,  to  enable  them  to  estinuite  the  damage  done  to  the 
roads  in  different  quarters,  and  to  fix  such  sums  as  they  may  consider 
fair  to  be  paid  in  composition  by  different  owners. 

As  the  rejection  of  these  proposals  of  composition  may  be  contemplated, 
the  Trustees  should  not  omit,  in  any  future  Act  of  Parliament,  to  reserve 
power  of  levying  tolls  on  minerals,  etc.,  equivalent  to  the  danaage  caused 
to  the  roads  by  their  transport. 

.  This  being  a  measure  purely  of  a  local  character,  another  difficulty 
presents  itself, — the  hardship  that  would  be  felt  by  proprietors  on  the 
borders  of  this  comity,  who  are  in  the  habit  of  conveying  their  produce  on 
to  the  markets  of  other  counties,  where,  the  rating  system  possibly  not 
being  adopted,  they  may  be  subject  to  the  payment  of  tolls  in  addition  to 
the  assessment  of  their  own  county. 

The  returns  kept  at  the  different  border  toll'^bars  in  this  county,  and  in 
the  county  of  Mid-Lothian,  shew  that  traffic  thus  leaving  the  county  of 
Haddington  has  paid  toll  (chiefly  for  coal)  during  the  past  year  to  the 
amount  of  about  L.450,  which  may  be  some  guide  on  the  subject ;  but 
this  and  many  other  questions  of  minor  importance  may  be  left  for 
arrangement  when  the  future  system  is  dedded  upon. 
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County  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  tbat  perfect  equality  in  imposing  a  count j 

„  ,  ?^  rate  is  unattainable ;  but  wben  it  is  considered  that  the  agricultural  in- 

Haddington,  ^g^ggjg  contribute  largely  to  the  general  traffic  classed  under  the  head  of 

Henry  M.     *'  lig^^  "  ^^^  **  misceUaneous,"  there  Appears  no  reason,  apart  from  the 

DaridsoD,  Esq.  transport  of  minerals,  why  a  general  rate  should  not  be  laid  on  the 

property  of  the  county,  without  great  injustice  to  any  party. 

I  have  thus  endeavoured  to  lay  before  you  all  the  information  it  has 
been  in  my  power  to  collect  on  this  subject.  I  have  also  enumerated  the 
difficulties  that  come  in  the  way,  feeling  that  a  dear  view  of  them  is  the 
first  step  towards  their  removal. 

In  regard  to  any  specific  mode  of  general  assessment  to  be  adopted,  I 
have  refrained  from  making  any  remark  or  suggestion,  feeling  myself 
harldly  qualified  to  ofier  them  to  gentlemen  so  much  better  acquainted 
with  the  local  interests  of  the  county. — ^I  have,  etc., 

J.  M«CONNELL. 


No.  n.  Mr  Oearge  Hope,  Fentonbams^  Examined : — 

Mr  6.  Hope.  I  occupy  two  farms  in  East  Lothian, — Fentonbams  and  Dirleton,  within 
a  mile  of  each  other.  I  keep  firom  26  to  27  work-horses.  My  two 
farms  have  a  toll  betwixt  them,  for  which  I  have  for  some  years  com- 
pounded with  the  Trustees;  previously  I  avoided  the  toll  almost  alto- 
gether  by  using  a  statute  labour  road,  though  it  increased  the  distance  a 
little,  in  respect  of  the  charges  for  tolls,  my  farms  are  not  dissimihu-ly 
situated,  there  being  no  toll  between  either  of  them  and  their  respective 
railway  stations.  I  pay  annually  for  tolls  (including  personal  tolls),  about 
L.12,  and  L.16, 17s.  6d.  for  statute  labour,  being  about  L.29  in  all,  whidi 
(my  rent  being  L.2000)  would  be  about  1^  per  cent.  I  have  frequently 
had  occasion  to  consiaer  the  question  as  to  the  expediency  of  abolishing 
tolls.  I  should  like  to  see  all  tolls  abolished,  and  an  assessment  laid  on 
rental,  but  I  would  not  object  to  a  uniform  fixed  rate  on  all  horses  (in- 
cluding agricultural  horses).  A  rate  of  15s.  on  each  horse  in  East 
Lothian  would  produce,  according  to  my  estimate,  L.3378.  I  think  that 
the  roads  in  the  county  could  be  well  maintained  at  an  annual  expendi- 
ture of  L.6000,  of  wmch  one-half  would  thus  be  provided  by  the  horse- 
rate  above  proposed,  and  the  balance  levied  as  a  rate  on  rental.  3d.  per 
£  on  the  rental,  including  railways  and  burghs,  would  produce  L.3468. 
I  would  propose  that  this  rate  of  3d.  should  be  divided  equally  between 
proprietors  and  tenants.  The  total  sum  I  have  proposed  to  raise  by  the 
abov«  rates  would  afford  a  large  sinking  fund  for  payment  of  the  debt  and 
improving  the  roads.  Such  a  system  as  I  have  proposed  would  rather 
increase  the  burden  on  me  personally.  I  would  have  to  pay  about  L.5 
more  than  at  present ;  but  still  I  am  favourable  to  the  chanee.  I  am  of 
opinion  that,  as  a  general  rule,  such  a  scheme  would  be  a  r^ef  to  agri- 
cultural tenants  in  the  county.  I  vrould  give,  as  an  instance,  my  neighbour, 
who  does  not  use  more  than  about  100  yards  of  road  for  farm  purposes, 
and  yet  he  cannot  visit  a  single  neighbour,  or  leave  his  farm  100  yards, 
without  paying  toll ;  whereas  I,  who  use  3|  miles  of  road  through  my 
farm,  having  a  public  road  to  almost  every  field,  get  to  the  railway  station 
with  all  my  j^roduce  toll  free.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  discretionary 
power  of  putting  up  bars,  which  rests  with  the  Trustees,  makes  it  difficult 
for  tenants  to  estimate  in  offering  for  farms. 

The  annoyance,  detention,  and  inconvenience  of  tolls  is,  I  think,  a  great 
evil,  in  addition  to  the  inequality  with  which  they  press  upon  individuals, 
and  the  expense  of  collection.  The  expense  of  collecting  the  tolls  in  the 
county  of  Haddington  can  hardly  be  less  than  L.IOOO  per  annum,  while 
the  amount  applied  to  the  maintenance  of  the  road  from  that  source 
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does  not  exceed  L.3500.  I  am  of  opinion  that  a  very  decided  majority 
of  the  tenant  farmers  in  the  county — I  might  almost  say  the  whole — are 
in  faTonr  of  a  change  of  system ;  and  I  thmk  the  proprietors  are  about 
equally  divided. 

I  am  against  introducing  a  complication  of  system  by  classifying  the  horses 
assessed,  so  as  to  increase  the  rate  on  horses  employed  in  carting  minerals, 
or  by  assessing  minerals  or  mineral  districts  at  a  higher  rate,  etc.,  because 
it  is  our  agricultural  horses  from  non-mineral  districts  which,  to  a  great 
extent,  carry  on  the  mineral  traffic  in  the  county.  In  regard  to  the  pro- 
posal of  laying  a  heavier  rate,  or  otherwise  separately  taxing  mineral 
works,  I  am  of  opinion  that  these  are  exceptional  cases,  and  ought  to  be 
disr^arded  in  any  general  measure.  I  belieye  the  horses  kept  by  coal 
and  lime  owners  are  very  few,  though  some  of  the  horses  engaged  in  the 
traffic  belong  to  carters  and  others  who  make  a  livelihood  by  carting. 

The  rate  levied  for  statute  labour  money  varies  at  the  discretion  of  the 
proprietors  of  each  parish,  and  the  whole  smn  is  payable  by  the  tenants, 
who  have  legally  no  voice  in  fixing  the  rate,  and  no  control  of  the  expendi- 
ture, though,  practically,  in  my  own  parish,  the  tenants  have  long  taken 
part  in  the  management.  If  some  scheme  for  the  abolition  of  tolls  was 
carried  out,  I  think  the  tenantry  of  the  county  should  be  represented  at 
the  Trust  Boards  of  the  different  districts.  What  I  complain  of  now,  is, 
that  the  business  of  the  Trusts  is  not  sufficiently  attended  to  by  the  landed 
proprietors,  and  I  think  that  if  some  of  the  tenants  were  in  the  Trust,  the 
matter  would  be  better  attended  to,  and  the  expenditure  better  looked 
after. 

I  think  mat  advantage  would  be  derived  from  a  consolidation  of  the 
Trusts,  so  that  there  should  be  but  one  Trust  for  the  whole  county,  with 
one  head  surveyor. 


County 

of 

Haddington. 

Mr  G.  Hope. 


Friday,  25ih  February  1859. 

MEMBEBS  PBBSKirr. 

Right  Honble.  Sir  John  McNeill.      (     Sir  James  Fergusson,  Bart. 

Duncan  McLaren,  Esq. 

Sm  JOHN  M»NEILL  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  m.  Sir  Thomas  Buchan  Hepburn^  Bart.y  Examined  : — 

I  am  a  landed  proprietor  in  the  county  of  Haddington,  and  have  eiven  a  sir  T.  B. 
good  deal  of  consideration  to  the  question  of  the  abolition  of  tolls,  and  Hepburn,  Bart, 
whether  any  preferable  mode  could  be  devised  of  proriding  the  revenue 
necessary  for  upholding  the  roads.  I  have  advocated  a  general  rate  on 
the  annual  value  of  lands  and  heritages  under  the  Lands  valuation  Act. 
I  continue  to  be  decidedly  of  opinion  that  such  would  be  the  best  mode. 
I  have  made  calculations  as  to  the  amount  of  such  a  rate  as  would  be 
necessary  for  this  purpose,  and  I  hand  in  copies  of  three  sets  of  printed 
resolutions  prepared  by  me,  and  submitted  to  the  county  in  1855, 1857, 
and  1858.  The  last  of  these  sets  of  resolutions  contains  a  proposal  to  lay 
a  portion  of  the  rate  on  horses ;  this  I  inserted,  not  because  I  considered 
it  preferable,  but  to  meet  the  riews  of  influential  parties  in  the  county,  to 
whom  it  was  likely  to  be  acceptable.  My  own  opmion  is  still  in  favour  of 
a  uniform  rate  of  assessment  on  lands  and  heritages  under  the  Valuation 
Act.  In  the  resolutions  of  1858,  supposing  Mr  M'Connell's  estimate  in 
Ins  Report  on  the  roads  in  East  Lothian  to  be  correct,  I  estimate  the 
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Coanty  annual  cost  of  maintaining  the  roads  in  East  Lothian  at  L.6108,  inclnding 
II  dd^^irto  *  sinking  fund  of  L.300,  and  interest  of  debt,  at  4 J  per  cent.,  L.636. 
'°  °'  There  was  also  a  sum  to  be  provided  for  repairs  immediately  required. 
Sir  T  B.  ^^^'i  L-3515.  I  proposed  to  raise  this  in  two  years.  To  raise  the  above 
Hepburn, Bart,  sums  of  L.6108  and  L.3515, 1  calculate  that  it  would  be  necessary,  during 
the  first  and  second  years,  to  impose  a  rate  on  proprietors  of  6d.  per  £'  on 
lands  and  heritages,  and  a  farther  supplemental  rate  on  horses  of  various 
classes,  which  would  produce  L.1058,^-making  the  whole  income  per 
annum  for  the  two  first  years,  L.7994.  In  the  third  year  the  rate  09 
lands  and  heritages  would  be  reduced  from  6d.  to  5d.  per  £.  This  rate 
of  5d.  would  continue  until  the  debt  was  paid  off  by  the  sinking  fund, 
which  I  assume  that  it  would  be  in  19  years.  At  the  end  of  the  19 
years,  assuming  Mr  M'Conneirs  e&timate,  the  annual  sum  which  1  propose 
to  raise  would  be  L.6350,  which  would  leave  a  surplus  of  L.120  over  Mr 
M'Conneirs  estimate,  bi  carrying  out  this  arrangement,  I  propose  that 
the  whole  charge  for  the  extinction  of  debt^  the  sinking  fund,  and  the 
extra  sum  Mr  M'Connell  requires  to  be  laid  out  on  the  roads,  with  the 
half  of  the  ordinary  assessment  on  lands  and  heritages,  should  be  levied 
from  the  proprietor.  The  amount  per  £  in  the  first  and  second  years 
would  be  3Ad.,  and  thereafter  2Ad.  to  the  end  of  the  19  years.  The 
tenant  would  pay  the  other  half  01  the  ordinary  expenditure  during  the 
whole  time,  being  2Ad.  After  the  expiration  of  the  19  years,  the  rate 
for  the  proprietor  will  be  l-i^Jd.,  and  the  same  rate  on  the  occupier,  who 
is  to  pay  the  half. 

I  would,  as  already  stated,  prefer  that  the  whole  sum  should  be  rais^ 
on  lands  and  heritages,  because  the  persons  who  would  be  taxed  for  horses 
would,  I  think,  nearly  all  be  subject  to  assessments  on  lands  and  heritages. 
The  rates  I  have  given  would  not  raise  a  sum  equal  to  the  estimated  exr 
penditure  bv  about  L.1058,  which  it  is  proposed  to  raise  by  a  tax  on  horses. 
I  believe  tnat  the  roads  in  East  Lothian  might  be  repaired  and  main- 
tained at  a  less  cost  than  that  above  stated,  and  that  a  sufficient  sum 
could  be  raised  for  the  repair  and  maintenance  of  the  ^oads,  and  for  pro- 
viding for  the  gradual  extinction  of  the  debt,  if  the  sum  I  propose  to  raise 
on  horses  and  mules  contained  in  my  resolutions  of  1858  was  altogether 
excluded  from  the  estimate  of  income. 

This  proposition  of  mine  was  not  adopted  by  the  qounty.  There  has 
been  for  some  years  a  decided  mtiiority  (taking  owners  and  occupiers 
together)  in  favour  of  getting  rid  of  tolls, — more  especially  among  occu- 
piers. 

I  am  aware  of  the  existence  of  certain  iron  works  at  Gladsmulr,  the 
traffic  from  which  materially  injures  the  roads ;  and  in  my  resolutions,  I 
propose,  in  such  cases,  to  give  the  Road  Trustees  a  power  of  offering  to 
take  a  composition  from  the  proprietors  of  such  works,  subject  to  the  final 
decision  of  the  Sheriff,  if  the  offer  were  rejected,  in  cases  where  it  was  con- 
sidered  that  the  injury  occasioned  to  the  roads  is  inadequately  met  by  the 
tax  on  lands  and  heritages  imposed  on  such  works.  I  am  mysdf  of 
opinion  that,  so  far  as  the  county  of  East  Lothian  is  concerned,  the  best 
mode  would  be  to  disregard  all  such  exceptional  cases,  and  raise  the  funds 
simply  by  a  rate  on  lands  and  heritages. 

I  think  it  would  be  difficult  to  carry  out  the  abolition  of  tolls  in  par- 
ticular counties  without  a  general  measure  for  Scotland.  Mj  impression 
is,  that  a  general  rate  such  as  I  have  mentioned  might  he  raised  tnrough* 
out  the  different  coiinties,  retaining  separate  management  in  each  county, 
and  giving  due  consideration  to  «ny  special  circumstances  that  may  exist 
in  each. 

In  regard  to  the  method  of  dealing  with  debt  in  those  cases  where  the 
predecessor  of  the  present  proprietor  has  advanced  money  by  way  of  sub- 
scription, or  has  agreed  to  an  assessment  on  the  valued  rent  for  the  pur- 
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pose  of  making  and  improTiDg  roads,  no  interest  or  repayment  of  the       Connty 
principal  having  been  ever  asked  or  expected,  I  would  hold  that  such  debt   „  ,  ,?^ 
should  not  be  reckoned  as  subsisting  debt,  believing  that  proprietors  vho  "^°' 

have  so  advanced  have  indirectly  received  a  full  equivalent  for  their  ad-  sir  T.  B. 
Tances  in  the  enhanced  value  of  their  properties.  In  regard  to  bonded  Hepburn, Bart 
debts,  I  am  of  opinion  that  they  roust  be  held  to  be  payable  in  full,  unless 
the  holder  of  the  bond  shoula  consent  to  a  composition,  which,  in  many 
cases,  would  be  to  his  advantage.  I  think  his  claim  for  interest  on  his 
bond  is  not  equally  good  with  his  claim  for  the  capital  sum,  in  those  cases 
vhere  the  receipts  from  the  tolls  have  ceased,  and  from  which  receipts 
alone  the  interest  was  made  payable. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  it  would  not  be  possible,  with  the  present  number 
of  tolls,  to  raise  the  necessary  funds  for  the  roads  in  East  Lothian,  if  the 
Mid  Lothian  system,  with  the  six  mile  clause,  were  introduced. 

Our  revenue,  as  a  whole,  is  at  present  insufficient  to  maintain  the  roads 
in  good  order,  and,  of  course,  any  additional  deficiency  would  place  our 
funds  in  a  worse  condition. 


No.  IV.  The  Right  Honourable  R.  A.  C,  Nisbet  Hamilton^  Examined : — 

I  am  a  landed  proprietor  in  the  county  of  Haddington.  I  have  formed  Rli^ht  ITon.  R. 
an  opinion  that  the  roost  fair  and  equitable  system  of  maintaining  all  ^'  ^-  Ni^^bet 
roads  is  by  a  well  regulated  system  of  tolls  and  statute  labour.  Where  H^nul^o"- 
tolls  are  not  likely  to  be  productive,  I  would  throw  the  burden  of  main- 
taining the  roads  on  statute  labour  assessment,  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  a 
great  improvement  might  be  introduced  by  providing  that,  whilst  the 
statute  labour  funds  should  continue  to  be  raised  parochially,  the  manage- 
ment should  be  by  a  more  extended  system  of  districts,  with  a  qualified 
person  as  surveyor  for  such  districts.  I  would  have  parochial  rating  and 
district  management.  In  the  Northern  District  of  East  Lothian,  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  whole  of  the  roads  might  be  placed  under  a  system  of 
statute  labour.  The  resolutions  (which  f  hand  in)  proposed  by  me  to  the 
connty  in  February  1858,  embody  what  I  consider  to  be  the  most  ex- 
pedient system  of  providing  for  the  roads  throughout  the  county.  I  still 
retain  the  opinions  I  entertained  at  the  date  of  these  resolutions,  and  if  I 
were  called  upon  to  legislate,  I  would  do  so  in  the  spirit  of  these  resolu- 
tions, so  far  as  East  Lothian  is  concerned. 

I  am  aware  that  a  feeling  exists  among  the  tenants  in  favour  of  the 
abolition  of  tolls ;  but  I  find  that  when,  for  example,  a  tax  on  horses  is  pro- 
posed as  a  substitute,  they  very  generally  object  to  such  a  tax,  when  above 
an  amount  which  would  be  inadequate  to  maintain  the  roads  in  ordinary 
repair. 

If  any  legislation  be  introduced,  whereby  occupants  should  pav  a  rate 
for  maintaining  the  roads,  I  think  that  they  should  be  representea  in  their 
management.  I  am  of  opinion  that,  in  many  districts,  if  the  whole  statute 
labour  assessment  were  levied,  and  a  proper  person  employed  and  paid  to 
superintend  the  repair  of  the  roads,  tolls  might  safely  be  abolished.  The 
statute  labour  in  Haddingtonshire  is  levied,  I  believe,  by  a  rate  on  plough- 
gates  of  land,  on  inhabited  houses,  and  on  horses.  I  am  of  opinion  that 
it  would  be  more  equitable  to  levy  the  funds  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
roads  on  the  same  persons  who  now  pay  the  statute  labour  assessment,  and 
I  would  raise  such  a  rate  to  an  amount  sufficient  for  upholding  them,  so  as 
to  get  rid  of  toll-bars  in  most  rural  districts,  bearing  in  mind  that  the 
additional  rate,  or  rate  in  aid,  should  fall  equally  on  the  owner  and  oc- 
cupier. I  think  that  if  the  rate-payers  were  to  consent  to  bear  an  addi- 
tional rate,  this  system  might  also  answer  in  some  districts  where  mineral 
works  exist.    But,  in  these  cases,  I  would  leave  to  the  rate-payers  the 

F 
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County      power  of  continaing  tolls  if  neeessary,  so  as  to  ensure  that  the  amoant 
?^  tribated  by  such  works  corresponded  to  the  damage  done  to  the  road. 

Haadington.       j  ^^  -^^  fevour  of  the  establishment  of  a  central  body  of  Trustees  for  the 
Bight  Hon.  R.  county,  without  whose  sanction  no  additional  rate  shoiild  be  levied  in  any 

A.  C.  Nisbet  of  the  districts  of  the  county.  I  would  propose  that  this  body  should 
Hamilton,  consist  of  persons  selected  by  the  Justices  in  Quarter  Sessions,  and  of  a 
certain  number  of  persons  chosen  by  the  rate-payers,  so  that  they  should 
be  fairly  rej^resented.  Upon  the  wnole,  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  would  be 
more  expedient  at  present  to  manage  the  county  of  East  Lothian  by  dis- 
tricts, instead  of  by  a  single  Trust,  with  the  view  of  retaining  the  advantage 
of  local  management  and  superintendence,  and  preserving  harmony.  I 
think  these  districts  should  be  made  as  large  as  possible,  where  the  in- 
terests of  such  districts  are  identical.  I  cannot  specify  what  consolidation 
of  the  existing  Trusts  in  East  Lothian  might  be  expedient. 

In  the  event  of  any  legislation,  I  think  a  more  summary  mode  should  be 
provided  for  enforcing  the  repair  of  roads,  such  as  exists  in  England. 

If  a  rate  were  levied  in  the  county,  one-half  on  horses,  and  the  other 
half  laid  equally  on  tenants  and  occupants,  and  if  the  amount  laid  on  pro- 
prietors were  to  be  l^d.  per  £,  I  think  such  a  rate  might  be  adopted  by  the 
county,  although  many  landed  proprietors  would  object  to  it.  I  think  a 
tax  on  horses  would  be  a  very  oifficult  one  to  raise.  It  would  require  the 
enforcement  of  penalties  on  many  poor  people  on  whom  it  would  bear  op- 
pressively, and  who,  although  they  may  pay  more  in  tolls  in  the  aggregate, 
would  be  little  able  to  pay  m  one  sum  the  annual  amount  which  would  be 
exigible  for  their  horses.  Take,  for  example,  the  case  of  a  carter,  whoso 
horse  is  sometimes  not  worth  4Qb.  My  objection  to  a  tax  on  income  for 
raising  the  balance  required  for  roads,  proceeds  from  the  fact  that  such 
a  tax  would  fall  very  unequally  on  different  proprietors.  It  would  be  a 
new  tax  imposed  on  owners,  whereas  statute  labour  is  now  paid  by  oc- 
cupiers. 1  am  of  opinion  that,  to  the  extent  to  which  statute  labour  is 
now  leviable,  it  should  continue  to  be  levied  on  occupiers ;  but  to  whatever 
amount  it  might  be  necessary  to  exceed  the  amount  at  present  raised,  I 
think  the  sum  to  be  assessed  should  be  equally  divided  between  owners 
and  occupiers.  Although  the  balance  might  be  easily  arranged  in  re- 
letting farms,  so  that  it  might  be  unimportant  on  whom  the  rate  falls  ulti- 
mately, I  think  control  of  expense  and  general  economy  is  better  secured 
by  the  rate  falling  on  the  occupier,  in  as  much  as  he  is  always  on  the  spot, 
and  it  compels  him  to  take  an  interest  in  the  management  of  the  roads  in 
his  own  locality.- 

My  impression  is,  that  the  bad  state  of  the  roads  in  the  North  District 
is  owing  to  bad  management,  and  to  the  statute  labour  not  being  levied  to 
the  full  amount. 

I  think  the  interest  of  the  debt  ou^ht  to  be  the  first  thing  to  be  con- 
sidered, and,  whatever  system  mav.be  mtroduced,  I  think  proper  provision 
should  be  made  for  payment  of  the  interest  of  the  debt  first,  and  the 
maintenance  of  the  roads  afterwards. 


Rksolutions  proposed  by  Mr  Nisbet  Hamilton  in  February  1868. 

(Handed  in  by  him.) 

TuBNFULE  Roads,  Couktt  of  Haddinotoit. 

At  the  Meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Turnpike  Roads  of  the  County 
of  Haddington,  held  in  the  County  Buildings,  Haddington,  upon 
Tuesday,  the  2d  day  of  February  1868,-— Mr  Nisbet  Hamilton 
moved  the  following  Resolution : — 

That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  Road  Bill  for  the  County 
of  Haddington,  with  the  following  permissive  powers : — 
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1.  To  GOiuoHdaie  the  seyeral  Turnpike  Trasts  into  one  or  mor^  Trusts,       County   y 
meoording  to  drcumstances.  of 

2.  To  conflolidate  parishes  into  districts  for  the  purposes  of  Statute  Haddinifton, 

3.  To  enable  parishes  or  districts,  on  the  application  of  two-thirds  of  a.  C.  Nisbet 
the  rate-pajen  in  number  and  value,  to  convert  turnpike  into  statute     Hamilton, 
labour  rcNids,  and  to  provide  for  their  maintenance  by  an  extra  rate  of 

limited  amoimt ;  such  extra  rate  to  be  levied  on  the  owner  and  occupier 
in  equal  proportions. 

4.  To  ensJble  the  Trustees,  on  the  application  of  rate-payers  in  parishes 
or  districts,  to  convert  statute  labour  into  turnpike  roads,  and  to  levv  tolls. 

b.  To  provide  for  a  more  summary  mode  of  coercing  the  repair  of  roads 
and  recovering  penalties. 


ScUurday,  26<A  Febrwxry  1859. 


MEMBERS  PBESENT. 

Right  Honble.  8ir  John  M*NeilI.     |      Sir  James  Fergusson,  Bart. 

Duncan  M'Laren,  Esq. 

SIR  J.  M'NEILL  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  y.  Jamee  W.  Hunter ^  Esq,  of  Thurston,  Examined  : — 

I  am  a  landed  proprietor  in  the  county  of  Haddington,  and  have  been  James  W. 
led  to  consider  the  question  of  the  abolition  of  tolls.  I  am  convener  of  Haut«r,  Esq. 
the  Poet  Road  District  Committee,  between  Haddington  and  Dunglass 
Bridge,  and  I  take  charge  of  the  statute  labour  roads  in  the  parishes  of 
Innerwick  and  Oldhamstocks.  I  have  considered  the  various  plans  which 
have  been  proposed  for  this  purpose.  I  am  desirous  of  getting  rid  of  tolls, 
but  I  am  doubtful  whether  any  system  of  assessment  on  lands  and 
heritages  could  be  adopted  so  as  to  be  equitable,  the  circumstances  of 
different  districts  b^ing  so  various ;  as  for  instance,  from  Mid  Lothian  to 
Haddington,  the  post  road  requires  L.40  per  mile — ^from  Haddington  to 
Dunbar,  L.20  per  mile — from  Dunbar  to  Dunglass  Bridge,  L.IO  per 
mile — and  the  statute  labour  roads  run  from  L.3,  3s.  to  L.12,  8s.  per 
mile.  In  the  parishes  of  Innerwick  and  Oldhamstocks,  the  farmers  can 
get  to  the  railway  without  going  through  any  toll,  and  from  this  circum- 
stance they  never  need  to  pay  a  toll,  and  cannot  be  made  to  do  so, 
although  the  Trustees  have  been  trying  to  catch  them.  The  funds  raised 
from  statute  labour  and  tolls  in  our  district  are  sufficient  for  keeping  our 
roads  in  good  order.  In  other  parts  of  the  county,  I  think  the  funds  so 
raised  are  not  sufficient.  There  are  complaints  of  this.  Supposing  these 
complaints  are  well  founded,  I  am  not  prepared  at  present  to  propose  any 
other  method  of  increasing  the  funds,  except  by  putting  on  new  tolls  to 
catch  the  traffic  on  the  post  road,  and  an  increase  of  the  rates  at  which 
the  ploughgates  are  levied  at  present  in  those  parishes  which  require  it-^ 
none  of  which  are  at  their  full  rates  ;  and  as  most  of  these  parishes  are  in 
the  district  ef  the  county  nearest  Edinburgh,  from  which  they  receive  thdr 
supplies  at  half  the  rate  that  we  do,  I  cannot  see  why  they  should  not  pay 
higher  rates  to  keep  their  roads  in  order,  when  they  receive  their  goods  at 
the  less  rate  of  charge  for  tolls  and  carriage ;  but  I  would  be  venr  glad,  as 
I  have  stated,  to  get  rid  of  tolls,  if  any  equitable  substitute  could  be  pro- 
vided, but  not  of  statute  labour. 

Assuming  Mr  M'Conneirs  estimate  of  the  annual  cost  of  maintaining 
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Connty       the  whole  roads  in  East  Lothian  at  about  L.6000  to  be  correct,  I  object 

P^  to  Mr  Davidson's  plan,  which  proposes  that  the  funds  raised  in  the 

Haddington,  districts  should  be  expended  in  these  districts,  because  these  funds  are 

James  W.     ^  ^^^^  ^^™*  ^^^  would  not  be  sufficient  in  some  districts,  and  they  would 

Hunter,  Esq.  be  too  much  in  other  districts  like  my  own.     If  the  assessments  are  to  be 

levied  at  the  same  rate  in  each  district,  I  do  not  think  that  a  system  of 

consolidation  of  all  the  Trusts  in  the  county  would  be  equitable.     Mr 

M^Connell's  estimate  of  L.6000, 1  think,  includes  the  expense  of  collection 

of  tolls,  but  what  that  amounts  to  I  cannot  find  out. 

I  occupy  a  home  farm  of  about  L.700  a-year  rental,  on  which  I  keep 
for  agricultural  purposes  12  horses,  and  carriage  and  saddle  horses  six. 

The  amount  of  tolls  I  pay  is L.7  15    2} 

Statute  labour  money,  .         L.4  18    0 

6  days  work, 2    0    0 

6  18    0 


L.14  13     2^ 


Under  Mr  Davidson's  plan,  I  would  pay — 

For  6  pair  cart  horses,  at  10s.  eacn,  L.6    0  0 

„   2  carriage  do.,  .        .        .        .        2  10  0 

„   4  riding  do., 4    0  0 

„   3d.  per  £  on  L.700,  as  occupier  and  owner,  8  15  0 


L.21     5     0 


On  Woodhall  farm,  with  10  pair  of  horses, 

the  tolls  amount  to L.3    8    3 

Statute  labour  conversion,     .        .        .     L.7    0    0 
Labour, 4    0    0 


11     0    0 
L.  14    8    3 


Under  Mr  Davidson's  plan,  I  would  have  to  pay — 
For  10  pair  horses,         .        .        .        .  L.IO    0    0 
„   3d.  per  £  on  L.1200,        .        .         .       15    0    0 


L.25    0    0 


I  object  to  Mr  Davidson's  plan,  because  I  think  it  would  operate  equally 
unfavourably  on  the  tenantry  in  my  district,  as  I  have  shewn  it  woiud  do 
on  myself. 

I  hand  in  resolutions  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  the  tenants  in  the  parishes 
of  Innerwick  and  Oldhamstocks  in  1855.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the.  senti- 
ments of  the  parties  who  adopted  these  resolutions  remain  the  same. 

I  am  unable  to  state  what  may  be  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the 
tenants  in  the  county.  I  am  not  aware  that  at  their  various  meetings 
they  have  yet  been  able  to  agree  upon  any  preferable  substitute  for  the 
present  system. 

If  a  line  were  drawn  across  the  county  in  the  direction  from  Dalkeith 
to  Haddington,  and  from  thence  to  Tyningham,  so  as  to  separate  the 
Eastern  District  from  the  Western,  and  if  assessments  were  raised  within 
these  separate  districts  for  the  roads  within  them  respectively,  I  think  a 
plan,  founded  on  a  division  of  this  kind,  might  be  adopted,  at  least  so  far 
as  mj  district  is  concerned. 

[Smoe  26th  February,  I  have  considered  Mr  Davidson's  proposed  Bill, 
and  find  that  it  nearly  answers  all  my  former  objections,  as  I  fmd  that  it 
proposes  this  county  to  be  divided  into  districts,  and  each  district  to  find 
its  own  funds;  but  I  think  it  might  be  done  in  three  districts  with  three 


Aberladj 

Athebtaiwfbrd 

Bolton 

DbUton    

IhiDbar 

iUa  sod  Sontn  .. 

Qamld 

Gladsmuir. 


Eorabie 

lonerwiok 

Morbam    

North  Berwick 
Uidbamslocks  ... 

Ormiston 

PencaitUnd 

PrMlonkirk 

FrestoDpaiu ...... 

Salton   

Spott 

Stcnlon 

TraDent    

Wbllekirk 

WbittiDghame ... 

Tetter  

Total... 


6i 

6i 
5} 


11* 
16i 


35^ 

29* 


a7i 

25J 


Note. — Colnmn  1 
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Burreyoffi,  ete.,  from  the  size  of  tke  county,  25  by  17  miles.  It  ennhot  be  C^ttnty 
doae  with  leas^  and  I  yerr  much  qaestion  if  this  will  do  it  as  economically  „'i^l^ 
as  we  do  it  at  present*  where  each  parish  finds  its  own  surveyor.]  Hadqmgton. 

In  the  parishes  of  Innerwick  and  Oldhamstocks,  we  raise  statute  labour    jam^g  ^. 
at  the  rate  of  358.  per  plon^bgate.     The  number  of  ploughgates  in  each  Hunter,  Eiij. 
parish  is  detcnnined  according  to  a  list  adopted  at  Quarter  Sessions*     I 
prepared  an  abstract  of  receipts  and  expenditure  on  statute  labour  roads 

—X  in  tne  county  of  Haddington,  dated  September  1857,  which  I  now  hand 
in.     This  aostract  was  all  prepared  irom  authentic  documentsi  except 

•— ^     col.  14,  as  explained  in  a  foot  note. 

I  am  not  prepared  to  express  an  o^ion  whether  the  advantage  of  get- 
ting rid  of  tolls  would  not  compensate  for  the  additional  cost  in  which  any 

^   ,     SjTBtem  of  assessment  would  mvolve  individuate,  but  there  is  no  doubt 

Qte.  that,  by  getting  rid  of  tolte*  a  very  large  expenditure  would  be  got  rid  of, 
but  the  burden  would  fall  on  the  occupiers  of  land*  and  the  parties  who 
cause  the  great  wear  and  tear  of  the  roads,  such  as  coHleries,  iron  works, 

— *     millaSf  brewers,  carters,  etc.,  would  escape  almost  entirely,  as  there  te 

;.   d.     nothing  on  which  thev  can  be  properly  assessed. 

)  0         I  think  there  woidd  be  great  ejections  to  doing  away  with  the  present 

y  0  pystem  of  statute  labour  carriages  performed  by  the  fanners,  because  ih&fe 
•re  so  carters  in  our  district  to  work  for  hire,  unless  those  living  at  a 

)  0  distance ;  and  the  nearest  point  from  which  carts  could  be  bfred  is  4|  miles, 
and  the  greater  part  of  the  carriages  required  frem  these  hired  parties  will 
come  nearer  10  miles  before  the^r  commence- their  day's  woik  ^which,  of 
course,  they  bave  to  return  at  night),  and,  in  some  instances,  It  will  be 

I   0       nearly  15  milea;  and  it  would  be  impossible  to  contract  for  these  roads^  as 

,  g  most  of  the  carriages  are  required  at  one  particular  season  of  the  year,  and 
the- rest  of  the  year  there  are  no  carriages  requhred. 

^  fi    .  ....     > 

t  0       Ck)PT  MiNUTB  of  Special  Meeting  of  Tenantry  of  Oldfaanntodcs,  relative 
^  to  Statute  Labour  Roads. — 7th  July  1855. 

)  0  (Handed  in  by  Mr  Hunter.) 

^  At  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Statute  Labour  Trustees  held  here  this 

3  day,  the  tenantry  of  the  parish  met  at  the  request  of  Mr  Hunter  of 
Thurston,  chairman,  to  consider  the  alterations  proposed  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  roads  by  Mr  Hope  of  Luffiiess,  and  Sir  T.  B.  Hepburn,  Bart., 

4  and,  afler  deliberate  discussion,  were  unanimously  of  opinion,  that  the 
4         proposed  changes  would  be  against  their  interests,  as  the  roads  at  present 

are  well  managed,  and  cost  less  than  they  would  do  by  the  proposed 
^         alterations. 

0  The  tenantry  would  have  been  very  glad  to  co-operate  in  any  measure 

J  ibr  general  benefit,  but  the  sacrifice  on  this  occasion  would  be  so  great 

that  they  cannot  accede  to  it,  particularly  when  they  are  satisfied  that,  by 

0  the  proposed  changes,  they  would  have  double  the  amount  to  contribute, 

1  while  the  roads  could  not  be  better,  nor  even  as  well  kept ;  at  least,  in  their 
opbion^  it  is  doubtful  if  they  would. 

'  As  representing  the  tenantry, 

'  (Signed)         P.  H.  Hume. 

CoFT  MnnTTB  of  Spedal  Meeting  of  Tenantry  of  Innerwick^  relative  to 

Statute  Labour  Beads. — 9th  July  1855. 

Al  a  special  meeting  of  the  Statute  Labour  Trustees  held  here  this 
|W»  the  tenantry  of  Uie  warkh  met  at  the  request  of  Mr  Hunter  of 
^^nirsten,  to  consider  the  alterations  proposed  in  the  management  of  tiie 
^^^  by  Mr  Hope  of  Luffness,  and  Sir  T.  B.  Hepburn,  Bart.,  and,  aftet 
^'^conion,  were  unanimously  of  opinion,  that  the  roads  aire  fiuAcientiy 
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GouDty      well  kept  upon  the  sum  at  present  rsised  in  the  parish,  hut  they  would 
Hmdd   ffton.  ^^^  obiect  to  Sir  T.  B.  Hepburn's  plan,  provided  the  assessment  is  not  to 
itaojnpo      ^j^^Q^  2  id.  per  £,  irhich  would  raise  the  amount  at  present  required  to 
James  W.    l^^P  the  16)  miles  of  road  in  their  present  state. 
HonteffEsq.  As  representing  the  tenantry, 

(Signed)        Philip  Slioh. 


No.  VI.  Jamts  Aitche8on,  Esq.  of  Alderston,  Examined : — 

James  Aitohe-  I  am  a  landed  proprietor  in  the  county  of  Haddington,  and  I  have 
son,  Esq.  alwi^s  been  of  opraion  that  it  would  be  very  desirable  to  do  away  with 
tolls,  and  raise  the  funds  by  some  other  mode.  This  opinion  is  founded 
on  a  general  view  of  the  question,  and  not  as  affecting  mv  individual  in- 
terest, as  I  am  favourably  situated  in  respect  of  tolls.  I  have  considered 
the  various  schemes  which  have  been  proposed  in  the  county,  espedally 
Mr  Davidson's  plan.  I  approve  of  the  principle,  that  an  assessment  should 
be  raised  partly  on  horses  and  partly  on  lands  and  heritages ;  but  I  do  not 
iK)mmit  myself  to  the  details  of  Mr  Davidson's  measure.  I  would  approve 
of  classifying  horses :  I  would  have  agricultural  horses  to  pay  the  lowest 
rate,  because  these  do  not  make  so  much  use  of  the  roads,  and  because 
any  deficiency  from  this  source  would  be  met  by  an  assessment  on  lands 
and  heritages.  I  would  be  disposed  to  follow  very  nearly,  if  not  entirely^ 
the  classification  adopted  by  the  Surveyor  of  Assessed  Taxes.  I  will  ea* 
deavour  to  furnish  the  Commission  with  my  views  on  the  classification  of 
horses,  and  the  rates  which  it  would  be  necessary  to  impose  on  each. 

I  am  not  sure  whether  a  majority  of  the  tenants  in  East  Liothian  would 
approve  of  the  scheme  I  have  indicated.  The  feeling  of  the  proprietors 
on  the  subject  is  about  equally  divided  on  the  abohtion  of  tolls.  The 
tenants  are  more  at  one  on  this  point,  although  they  have  not  agreed 
upon  a  substitute. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  quite  unfair  to  tax  agricultural  horses 
at  the  same  rate  with  horses  that  do  nearly  all  their  work  on  the  roads. 
I  am  of  opinion  that  those  horses  which  do  their  work  chiefly  on  the  roads 
would,  under  such  a  scheme  of  assessment  as  I  propose,  pay  less  than  they 
now  do  in  tolls,  at  least  it  is  my  intention  that  they  should,  and  i£^  on 
further  inquiry,  I  should  find  that  the  result  is  different,  I  should  propose 
to  reduce  the  rate  on  such  horses. 

In  any  plan  for  raising  funds,  it  would  be  necessary  to  provide  for  the 
extinction  of  the  debt.  I  would  propose  to  have  an  annual  surplus  to  pay 
the  interest  and  form  a  sinking  fund,  till  the  debt  was  paid  ofi:  I  think 
it  should  not  extend  over  less  than  20  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that 
time,  if  the  rates  were  found  to  be  too  high,  I  would  reduce  them  on 
each  class  proportionally.  I  think  the  extinction  of  the  debt  should  be 
laid  upon  the  general  fund,  and  not  provided  for  by  any  separate  assess- 
ment on  a  particular  class. 

I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  assessment  on  land  should  be  equally 
divided  between  proprietor  and  tenant.  In  short,  my  view  would  be  to 
make  the  basis  of  my  plan  an  assessment  on  horses,  to  be  supplemented 
by  an  assessment  on  land  to  any  extent  that  may  be  required  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  roads, — that  is,  if  tolls  were  abolished  m  the  neigh- 
bouring counties. 

In  levying  the  statute  labour  conversion  in  Haddingtonshire,  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  amount  required  by  the  statute  is  not  raised.  I  Uiink 
many  inhabited  houses  which  ought  to  pay  are  exem|)ted.  I  think  the 
rate  at  which  the  day^s  labour  of  norses  and  carts  is  paid  for,  is  much  be- 
low the  actual  value.  I  am  further  of  opinion  that  the  ploughgatea  are 
not  assessed  at  the  rates  required  by  the  Act. 
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I  do  not  think  that,  under  any  other  system,  the  expense  of  maintain-       County 
ing  the  roads  would  be  less;  but  I  think  L.IOCK)  a  year  might  be  saved  in  ti-jj?^,-*^ 
the  expense  of  collection  if  tolls  were  abolished.     The  statute  labour  ^°^°* 

money  is  at  present  collected  at  an  expense  of  5  per  cent.  James  Aitche- 

I  am  of  opinion  that  an  assessment   on   lands  and   heritages  alone     bod,  Esq. 
▼onld  not  be  an  equitable  arrangement  for  the  maintenance  of  the  roads, 
neither  would  I  approve  of  a  tax  levied  on  non-agricultural  horses  (say  at 
L.l  each),  and  the  balance  raised  by  a  tax  on  lands  and  heritages. 

I  have  heard  great  complaints  of  the  state  of  the  roads  in  the  North 
District.  I  ascribe  this  to  the  Trustees  having  refused  to  put  on  additional 
tolls,  and  declined  to  incur  further  debt  for  the  maintenance  of  the  roads. 
There  appears  to  me  to  be  no  method  in  Scotland  whereby  the  Trustees 
can  be  compelled  to  put  the  roads  in  a  better  state. 


Additional  Statement  communicated  hy  Mr  Aitcheson, 

With  regard  to  the  abolition  of  tolls,  I  beg  to  say  that,  in  the  following 
remarks,  I  have  limited  my  consideration  of  the  question  entirely  to  the 
county  of  Haddington,  under  an  impression  that  it  is  impossible  to  devise 
any  scheme'which  may  be  applicable  to  the  whole  of  Scotland.  I  think  no 
permissory  measure  should  be  enacted,  and  no  alternative  clauses — these  I 
conceive  would  be  a  perpetual  bone  of  contention — whatever  measure  is  to 
be  adopted  should  be  made  as  perfect  as  possible,  then  let  it  be  imperative. 
At  present  we  have  one  General  Turnpike  Act  for  Scotland,  and  we  have 
besides  local  Acts  for  different  counties.  I  do  not  see  why  we  should  not 
continue  to  have  separate  Acts,  after  the  abolition  of  tolls,  the  same  as 
before. 

The  question  of  abolition  of  tolls  has,  for  many  years,  been  before  the 
county  of  Haddington.  In  July  1847i  a  Committee  of  Road  Trustees 
was  appointed  to  consider  the  "  Memorial  of  the  tenant-farmers  and 
others  in  the  county  of  Haddington."  Of  that  Committee  I  was  a  mem- 
ber, and  made  out  a  scheme  at  that  time,  by  which  the  money  required 
might  be  raised  by  an  assessment  on  horses ;  but  our  information  was 
not  then  so  full  as  it  is  now,  consequently  that  scheme  was  not  per- 
fect. The  Committee  met  several  times,  and  made  a  report,  which  was 
printed  and  circulated,  but  no  farther  proceedings  took  place  upon 
It.  The  puzzling  question  always  has  been,  in  what  way  the  money 
should  be  raised,  so  that  strict  justice  shall  be  done  to  every  one  as  nearly 
as  that  is  practicable,  that  it  shall  not  be  a  mere  shifting  of  the  burden 
from  one  class  to  another,  neither  that  it  should  overtax  one  class  and 
undertax  another :  care  should  be  taken,  not  merely  that  one  does  not 

f>ay  too  much,  but  that  another  does  not  pay  too  little.  We  should  not 
ook  to  the  saving  of  trouble  in  laying  on  and  raising  the  assessment  as 
the  first  consideration,  but  equal  justice  to  all,  as  far  as  practicable,  should 
be  our  guide.  In  this  view,  I  conceive  that  a  combined  assessment  upon 
horses  and  upon  lands  and  heritages  would  best  accomplish  our  purpose. 
Some  have  proposed  that  those  who  use  the  roads  should  pay  for  them. 
I  agree  in  that  to  its  fullest  extent ;  but  I  go  farther,  and  say,  that  all 
who  benefit  by  the  use  of  the  roads  should  contribute  to  their  maintenance 
— in  this  category  I  include  every  householder,  as  well  as  those  who  keep 
horses.  Others  have  proposed  that  the  requisite  funds  should  be  raised 
by  a  uniform  rate  on  all  horses;  others  entirely  by  assessment  on  lands  and 
heritages — ^these  two  proposals  merely  because  it  can  be  done  most  easily 
— this  I  think  a  very  insufficient  reason  in  the  face  of  its  injustice.  We  find 
others  again  who  say,  it  does  not  signify  who  pays  in  the  first  instance,  as 
it  must  fall  upon  the  consumer  in  the  end.  This  is  a  most  fallacious  dogma 
as  regards  tolls.  We  can  quite  understand,  that  when  the  Government  lays 
an  additional  duty  on  wines  or  spirits,  the  merchant  immediately  raises 
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County  his  price  to  tbat  extent,  and  there  is  no  douht  the  eonsumer  does  pay  it ; 
9^  but  let  U8  suppose  the  case  of  two  farms  being  each  so  situated,  that  the 

'"^  "'  occupier  of  one  has  free  access  to  markets  for  sale  of  com  and  cattle 
James  Aitche-  without  payment  of  any  tolls,  while  the  other  cannot  travel  upon  a  public 
son,  Esq.  road  without  pajing  toll  for  every  article  which  leaves  his  farm.  Sup- 
pose each  to  sell  his  grain  in  the  same  market,  and  that  the  toll-paymg 
farmer  says  to  the  purchaser,  now  you  have  paid  me  for  my  grain,  but  you 
must  also  pay  me  for  my  tolis,  because  Adam  Smith  says,  all  taxes  fall 
ultimately  upon  the  consumer.  I  think  the  consumer  will  tell  him,  I  care 
nothing  for  Adam  Smith,  I  have  paid  you  the  price  of  your  grain  which  I 
agreed  to  pay,  you  must  pay  the  tolls  yourself . 

It  no  doubt  seems  a  very  easy  matter  to  say,  abolish  tolls  and  raise  the 
money  some  other  way ;  but  the  stumbling-block  has  always  been,  what  is 
the  method  in  which  the  money  is  to  be  raised  on  a  fair  and  equitable 
basis?  and  that  which  I  allude  to  as  being  by  a  combined  assessment  appears 
to  be  unquestionably  the  fairest,  so  that  every  one  shall  pay  his  share,  and, 
in  proposing  it,  I  do  not  propose  to  introduce  any  new  principle,  for,  at 
present,  under  the  statute  labour,  we  have  it  upon  the  ploughgate  and 
upon  householders. 

In  framing  the  scheme  which  I  now  submit,  I  have  had  in  view  partly 
the  amount  which  parties  are  at  present  subject  to  pay,  and  partly  the 
amount  of  injury  they  are  presumed  to  do  to  the  roads. 

A  question  bas  been  raised,  whether  the  debt  should  not  be  paid  entirely 
by  the  landlords  by  a  separate  assessment  ?  I  think  it  should  not,  but  that 
it  should  be  provided  for  out  of  the  general  assessment,  on  the  ground 
which  I  have  stated,  that  any  new  measure  should  not  be  a  mere  shifting 
of  the  burden,  and  because  the  interest  and  extinction  of  the  debt  is  at 
present  provided  for  by  the  revenue  from  tolls. 

I  very  much  suspect  that  the  agitation  for  abolition  of  tolls  has  been 
greatly  maintained  by  parties  who  imagined,  that  if  they  could  get  quit  of 
tolls  they  would  have  little  or  nothing  to  pay  for  maintenance  of  roads  in 
any  other  shape. 

I  estimate  the  tax  to  which  we  are  subject  at  present  for  maintenance 
of  roads  in  shape  of  tolls  and  of  statute  labour  as  under,  viz.,  for  each 
ploughgate  the  value  or  hire  of  six  full  days  of  one  cart  with  one  able 
servant  and  two  able  horses,  suppose  at  10s.  per  day,  will  be     L.3    0    0 

Tolls,  suppose  10s.  per  horse — two  horses     ...  100 

Ist,  Or  L.2  per  horse  for  farm  borsea       ....        L.4    0    0 

Persons  with  no  land  but  having  horses  and  carts  to  pay 
hire  or  value  of  tbree  days,  at  5s.  per  day,  is     .         .        L.O  15    0 

These  horses  being  supposed  to  be  employed  entirely  upon 
the  road  may  pay  of  tolls  from  L.4  to  L.O  or  L.8,  sup- 
pose only 3     0    0 

2d,  Suppose  per  horse, L.3  15    0 

All  householders  not  being  servants  hired  by  the  year,  and 
not  keeping  carts,  to  pay  annually  the  hire 
3d,  of  six  days'  work  of  one  able  man  at  Is.  6d.  ^t  day,  L.O    9    0 

All  houses  under  40s.  a-year  rent  exempted,  and  all  indigent  persons  to 
be  certified  by  Heritors  and  Magistrates. 

The  tolls  at  present  levied  in  East  Lothian  are  :  for  four  wheeled  car- 
riages with  2  horses,  Is.,  with  one  horse,  6d.,  while  carts  are  only  3d.,  without 
any  limitation  as  to  weight,  so  that  the  amount  supposed  mr  tolls  upon 
da^is  No.  2  should  be  doubled,  or  say  suppose  L.O  per  horse  in  place  of  L.% 
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and  householders,  though  not  keeping  horses  and  carts,  yet,  when  employ-  County 
ing  hired  carts  to  drive  coals  from  the  coal  hills,  or  for  other  purposes,  „  a^^^^ 
have  to  pay  the  tolls  in  addition,  besides  their  liability  for  statute  labour  "'gtop. 

to  the  extent  of  9s.  each,  I  would  propose  they  should  not  pay  more  than  James  Aitche- 
68.  each.  son,  Esq. 

Scheme  for  raising  the  requisite  funds  for  maintaining  all  public  roads 
in  the  county  of  East  Lothian,  to  which  public  money  is  at  present  applied, 
paying  expenses  of  management,  the  interest  on  debt,  and  liquidating  the 
principal  sum. 

3395  horses  above  three  years  of  age  employed  in  agricul. 

ture,  per  agricultural  statistics,  at  10s.  each,  .    L.1697  10    0 

867  horses  used  for  riding,  drawing  taxable  carriages,  used 

by  doctors,  clergymen,  market  gardeners,  etc.,  at  30s.  each,  1300  10  0 
452  horses  kept  by  persons  who  have  no  land  to  entitle 

them  to  be  ranked  as  farm  horses,  viz.,  used  for  trade, 

such  as  bakers,  brewers,  butchers,  millers,  and  distillers, 

and  for  hire  driving  coals,  minerals,  stores,  goods  of  any 

kind,  and  whose  sole  occupation  may  be  supposed  to  be  on 

the  roads,  at  L.3  each, 1356    0    0 

35  ponies,  used  for  similar  purposes,  at  30s.,  .        .        .  52  10    0 


L.4406  10  0 
To  be  collected  at  toll-bars  on  the  boundaries  of  the  county, 

payable  by  persons  from  other  counties  who  do  not  pay 

the  assessment  in  East  Lothian,  ....  400    0    0 

Tax  at  5s.  per  house  where  no  horses  are  kept,       .        .  150    0    0 

On  lands  and  heritages  as  under : — 

Valued  land  rent  1858-0,  .        .    L.237,103  14    0 

Railway 18,116  10    0 


At }  per  cent.,  ....     L.255,220    40=    1276    0  0 

Burghs,  at  1  per  cent.        .                   23,525  14    0     =      235    0  0 

L.6467  10  0 

The  sum  estimated  to  maintain  the  roads,  pay  interest  of 

debt,  and  management,  about 6000    0  0 


Leaving  an  annual  surplus  to  extinguish  the  principal  sum 
of  debt, L.467  10    0 

But  as  it  is  possible  that  the  revenue,  as  above  estimated,  might  fall 
off  from  different  causes,  I  would  propose  a  maximum  rate,  but  no  mini- 
mum. If  the  money  required  should  be  diminished,  I  would  then  reduce 
the  amount  or  rate  of  assessment  on  each  item  proportionally. 

Scheme  at  a  maximum  rate  : — 

3395  horses  at  12s.  6d., L.2121  17  6 

867     do.    at  40s., 1734    0  0 

452    do.    at  70s., 1582    0  0 

35  ponies,  no  increase  of  rate,  at  308.,     .        .  52  10  0 

L.5400    7    6 

Tolls  at  boundaries, 400    0    0 

House  tax, 150    0    9 

L.6040    7    6 
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Coanty          On  land  rental  and  railvaj,  at  1  per  cent,  on  L.256,220,     2552  0  0 

Haddington.       Bui^gha,  L.2S,625  at  2  per  cent.,        ....            470  0  0 

JamJAitche.                                                                                                    L.9062  7  6 

sou,  Esq.         Sum  estimated  as  wanted, 6000  0  0 


Estimated  sorplua  to  pay  ofif  debt  and  provide  for  any 
falling  oflF  in  estimated  rcTenue,  ....        L.3062    7    6 

I  propose  burgh  property  to  pay  double  tbe  assessment  on  land,  for  this 
reason,  that  the  assessment  on  land  is  virtually  a  tax  upon  income,  while 
that  on  houses  is  merely  a  tax  upon  the  heritage  itself,  but  does  not  afiect 
the  income  of  the  inhabitants,  whether  derived  from  trade  or  profession. 
I  do  not  pretend  to  submit  the  above  as  at  all  a  perfect  scheme,  I  do  it  rather 
hesitatingly,  but  for  the  purpose  of  showing  how  a  combined  assessment  on 
horses  and  on  lands  and  heritages  would  work.  There  may  be  difficulty  in 
arranging  an  assessment  on  rent  of  mines  or  minerals,  when  perhaps  there 
may  be  little  or  no  profit,  while  there  may  be  a  great  traffic  from  them 
doing  incalculable  damage  to  the  roads,  still  they  ought  to  contribute  ;  and 
in  regard  to  the  payment  of  the  debt,  I  think  it  ought  to  be  included  in 
the  general  revenue,  on  the  principle  that  it  is  provided  for  from  that  source 
at  present.  Perhaps  the  fairest  way  would  be  to  tax  minerals  by  the  ton 
put  out,  for  their  share  of  the  tax  on  rental. 

Even  if  the  maximum  rates  were  levied  under  the  scale  stated,  the  tax 
could  not  be  considered  very  oppressive.  1  have  no  doubt  that  the 
annual  return  of  horses  could  be  obtained,  and  the  assessment  collected  for 
5  per  cent,  on  the  amount  as  the  statute  labour  money  is  at  present ;  but 
I  must  say  that,  when  the  change  may  be  adopted  from  tolls  to  assessment, 
I  expect  there  will  just  be  as  much  grumbling  and  dissatisfaction  then  as 
there  is  now,  and  I  can  see  no  reason  to  suppose,  that  the  roads  will  either 
be  better  or  more  economically  managed  unaer  that  system  than  under  the 
present,  the  only  saving  to  be  expected  is,  that  which  it  may  be  expected 
to  be  made,  of  the  toll-collectors'  wages  and  profits,  while  against  that 
must  be  placed  the  per  centage  to  be  paid  under  a  new  system.  I  cannot 
anticipate  any  great  difficulty  or  expense  in  collecting  the  assessment  or 
obtaining  the  number  of  horses  annually.  I  propose  farm  horses  t<i  be 
assessed  at  a  low  rate,  for  the  reason  they  are  not  much  used  on  the  roads, 
and  because  the  owners  will  be  subject  to  an  assessment  on  their  rent,  one- 
half  of  which,  I  think,  should  be  paid  by  the  landlord,  and  one-half  by  the 
tenant. 

JAMES  AITCIIESON,  Alderston. 

29th  March  1859. 


Monday,  28th  February  1859. 

MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

William  Smvthe,  Esq.  I      Sir  James  Fergusson,  Bart. 

Right  Honble.  Sir  John  M'Neill.       |      Duncan  McLaren,  Esq. 

MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  VII.  Mr  Robert  Hishp^  Brewer,  Prestonpans,  Examined  : — 

Mr  R.  Hislop.  1  h^ye  been  long  established  in  my  present  business  at  Prestonpans.  I 
employ  in  my  business  five  non-agricultural  horses  :  these  are  employed 
chiefly  in  carrying  goods  to  the  railway  station,  and  also  to  Edinburgh, 


r 
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Haddington^  and  the  other  towns  around.     We  send  almost  all  our  goods       County 
to  Edinburgh  bj  our  own  carts ;  but  what  goes  through  Edinburgh,  we         ^ 
aend  by  railwajr.    Our  brewery  is  nine  miles  from  Edinburgh.    The  annual  Haddington; 
Amount  paid  m  tolls  for  these  horses  is  estimated  at  L.20  per  annum.  jfrR.  Hislon. 
We  pay  two  tolls  to  Edinburgh,  three  to  Leith  (nine  miles  distant),  two  to 
Musselbuigh  (three  miles  distant) ;  and  these  last  are  paid  for  travelling 
over  little  more  than  two  miles  of  road.    At  a  meeting  held  at  Preston* 
pans,  on  the  subject  of  tolls,  on  29th  November  1855,  a  resolution  was 
adopted,  of  which  I  hand  in  a  copy.     The  people  of  Prestonpans  consider 
the  tolls  to  which  they  are  subjected  as  very  oppressive,  and  I  concur  in 
that  opinion.    It  was  at  one  time  proposed  to  put  on  certain  new  tolls  be- 
tween Prestonpans  and  the  railway,  but  this  was  successfullv  resisted.    If 
those  tells  had  been  put  on,  the  parties  paying  them  would  on  an  ave- 
rage, not  have  used  more  than  about  a  mile  of  the  road  before  passing 
through  them.    It  would  have  been  quite  impossible  to  have  gone  out  of 
Prestonpans  in  any  direction  without  paying  tolls. 

The  present  rate  in  our  parish  for  statute  laboiir  is  37s.  6d.  per  plough- 
gate.  For  our  brewery  horses  we  pay  annually  L.3.  Nothing  is  paid  for 
my  dwelling-house. 

A  proposal  has  been  made  by  Sir  Thomas  Hepburn  to  leyv  an  assess- 
ment, in  lieu  of  tolls,  on  lands  and  heritages  exclusively,  dividing  the  as- 
^sessment  between  landlord  and  tenant.  I  think  this  would  be  inequitable 
during  current  leases,  because,  at  present,  the  tenant  pays  the  whole 
amount  of  statute  labour,  and  if  Sir  T.  Hepburn's  plan  were  adopted,  it 
would  operate  as  a  considerable  relief  to  the  tenant  at  the  cost  of  the  pro- 
prietor. I  therefore  proposed  to  levy  a  rate  of  1 6s.  per  head  on  horses  of 
all  descriptions ;  but,  having  reason  to  believe  that  agricultural  tenants 
would  be  dissatisfied  if  the  same  rate  were  levied  from  agricultural  horses 
as  from  non-agricultural,  I  proposed  that  the  rates  on  such  agricultural 
horses  should  only  be  13s.,  whilst  those  imposed  on  other  horses  should  be 
26s. ;  and  with  a  rate  of  1  per  cent,  on  lands  and  heritages,  I  calculated 
that  this  would  have  raised  the  sum  at  that  time  (November  1856)  esti- 
mated as  the  amount  required  to  maintain  the  roads,  viz.,  nearly  L.5,600. 
1  have  reason  to  believe  that  a  larger  amount  would  now  be  required  than 
was  then  estimated,  and  I  would  propose  to  meet  it  by  an  increase  on  the 
rate  on  lands  and  heritages. 

My  individual  opinion  as  to  the  most  expedient  and  equitable  mode  of 
maintaining  the  roads  in  East  Lothian  is,  that  a  mixed  assessment  is  to  be 
preferred  to  a  rate  on  lands  and  heritages  alone.  It  would  cause  less  dis- 
turbance during  existing  leases,  and  further,  it  would  fall  less  oppressively 
on  pastoral  farms,  the  tenants  of  which  do  little  injury  to  the  roads.  I  am 
of  opinion  that  no  discretionary  power  should  be  given  by  the  legislature, 
whereby  the  county  should  have  the  option  of  choosing  between  various 
modes  of  assessment.  I  would  prefer  that  the  legislature  fixed  the  system 
at  once  by  Act  of  Parliament,  and  thus  prevent  the  necessity  of  local  con- 
tention. 

Besides  my  business  as  a  brewer,  I  occupy  a  farm  of  the  value  of  about 
L.900  a  year.  I  have  usually  kept  for  agricultural  purposes  ten  horses, 
but  may  this  year  do  with  less.  The  farm  is  close  on  Prestonpans.  For 
these  ten  horses,  I  pay  in  tolls  probably  less  than  I  should  do  under  an  as- 
sessment Nearly  the  whole  produce  of  the  farm,  except  wheat,  is  con- 
sumed at  the  brewery,  and  I  therefore  pay  a  very  small  amount  of  tolls. 
Taking  the  brewery  and  farm  together,  I  calculate  that,  under  such  an 
arrangement  as  I  have  proposed,  I  would  not  be  very  materially  affected 
one  way  or  other. 

With  reference  to  what  I  have  stated  in  regard  to  the  inequality  with 
which  an  assessment  solely  on  lands  and  heritages  would  fi^U  on  pastoral 
iarmerib  I  viU  fumiflh  a  statement  which  I  have  prepared,  showing  the  in- 
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Comij      ddence  of  the  assesment  according^  to  diffmnt  modes- on  the  ▼ariooB  de- 

HftddfaLftA     scriptioiw  of  farms. 

Ba€qiagtoB.  j^  ^^  ^^  opinion  that  the  establishment  of  railwajs  has  nateriaUT  dis- 
ICr  Eb  Hblop.  Curbed  the  previouslj  existing  system  for  the  maintenance  of  roads.  I 
conceive  it  almost  involves  a  necessity,  therefore,  for  some  change  in  the 
previously  existing  system,  and  I  believe  that  the  more  railwaTs  are  ex- 
tended, the  greater  will  that  necessity  be.  The  through  traffic  has  been, 
to  a  great  extent,  annihilated  by  the  nulways.  The  railway  is  almost  ex- 
clusively employed  for  all  places  along  the  line,  and  on  both  sides, 
beyond  about  nme  or  ten  miles  from  Edinburgh.  Jf  at  all  near  the  rail* 
way  (within  two  or  three  miles),  people  greatly  prefer  it  to  carting  their 
produce— even  at  shorter  distances,  the  railway  is  preferred,  wheve:  the 
fitrm  is  dose  to  a  station. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  abolition  of  tolls  would,  as  regards  passengeis, 
be  rather  in  favour  of  railways.  As  regards  goods,  it  would  depend  on  the 
distance  from  the  market  town.  1  do  not  think  it  would  have  any  Tery 
material  effect  on  railways. 

I  conceive  that  the  abolition  of  tolls  would  not  increase  the  traffic  on  the 
roads,  so  as  materially  to  augment  the  expense  of  maintaining  them.  I 
do  not  think  that  in  East  Lothian  it  would  reaeh  to  10  per  eent.*-*10  per 
cent,  is  much  too  high  ;  I  cannot  imagine  the  increase  could  oome  up  enm, 
to  1  per  cent,  additional.  I  think  the  increase  would  be  mainly  on  light 
trMSc. 

fiy  abolishing  tolls,  and  collecting  the  money  rejioisite  for  maintaining 
all  the  roads  by  means  of  assessment,  a  great  saving  in  many  cases,  amoon^ 
ing  to  not  less  than  30  per  cent.,  woSd  be  effected,  and  the  grievous  in- 
equality in  the  pressure  of  the  toU  system,  rendering  it  so  generally  ob» 
noxious,  would  be  removed,  as  under  an  assessment  afi  parties  benefited  by 
the  roads  would  haye  to  pay  for  their  maintenance. 


(Resolutions  handed  in  by  Mr  Hislop.) 

At  a  meeting  of  the. inhabitants  of  Prestonpans  and  its  vicinity,  held 
in  the  Queen's  Arms  Hotel  there,  on  Thursday  the  29th  Nov. 
1865,  to  consider  the  best  means  of  apposing  the  proposal  to  put 
on  ne^r  tcdls  in  thedistrkt^ — Mr  McUu  haviog  been  called  to  the 


The  following  resolutions,  proposed  by  Mr  Caddell  of  Cockenzie,  and 
seconded  by  Mr  Alexander,  Prestonpans,  were  unanimously  adopted  : — 

1.  That  in  consequence  of  railway  development  in  the  country,  the 
^'  through  '*  traffic  on  public  roads  has  been  brought  nearly  to  an  end,  and 
the  old  system  of  levying  funds  by  means  of  toll-bars  has  ceased  to  operate 
with  fairness  and  justice. 

2.  That  no  part  of  East  Lothian  has  paid,  or  continues  to  pay,  more 
tolls  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  roads  travelled  over  than  Prestonpans 
and  its  vicinity,  the  manu&ctures  an4  produce  of  that  district  paying  on 
the  westward. 

One     toll  for  travelling  1(  miles  to  Ravenshaugh. 
Two    tolls  fat  travelling  3    miles  to  Mnssdbuxgli. 
Two    tolls  ibr  travelling  6   miles  to  Dalkeith. 
Three  tolls  for  travelling  8   miles  to  Leith. 
One     tdl  for  travelling  8|  miles  to  Eastward. 

3.  That  i^  would  be  most  unfair,  and  even  oppressive,  iowaids  the  in- 
habitants of  Prestonpans  and  its  vicinity,  among  whom  there  ai«  many 
poor,  to  have  check-bam  placed  as  proposed  in  the  advtitisettieBt,  dated 
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**Road  Trustee's  OflSce,  Haddington,  14th  Nov.  1855,"  and  all  the  more       County 
80  considering  that  the  sum  of  L.13  is  paid  from  the  parish  statute  labour  V^ 

funds  to  the  North  Road  Trustees,  and  that  the  rate  of  toll  for  carts  at  "addmgton. 
Dolphingston  and  Ravenshaugh  is  much  above  the  rate  charged  at  the  other  ^i^  j^^  Hislop. 
tolls  in  the  county. 

4.  That  while  the  inhabitants  of  the  western  district  of  the  county  admit 
the  advantages  derived  from  good  roads,  and  are  ready  and  willing  to  con- 
tribute for  their  support  in  a  proper  manner,  their  feelings  are  so  strong 
against  the  proposed  measure,  that  they  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  they 
ivill  adopt  every  legal  mode  of  evading  the  proposed  check-bars,  if  esta- 
blished. 

5.  That  the  additional  revenue  which  would  be  levied  at  the  proposed 
check-bars,  would  not  meet  the  cost  of  erections  and  collectors,  and  would 
therefore  be  unproductive  of  any  advantage. 

6.  That  the  time  has  gone  by  for  endeavouring  to  perpetuate  a  bad  and 
decayed  system  b^  the  proposea  remedy,  and  it  must  be  evident  to  all,  that 
an  entire  alteration  of  the  system  of  levying  fiinds  for  supporting  the 
roads  is  imperatively  demanded,  and  that  means  should  forthwith  be 
taken,  by  applying  to  Parliament  for  power  to  levy  road  rates  on  horses, 
and  on  lands  and  heritages,  on  a  fair  and  equitable  principle,  so  that  all 
public  roads  may  be  kept  up  in  a  proper  state  of  repair,  and  likewise  to 
alter  and  liberalise  the  qualification  for  Road  Trustees. 

7.  That  a  committee  be  appointed  consisting  of  Messrs  Mellis,  Alexander, 
Francis  Hislop,  Grieve,  Prestonpans ;  and  Mr  Cadell  of  Gockenzie,  to  draw 
up  a  memorial  embracing  the  substance  of  the  foregoing  resolutions,  and 
transmit  the  same  to  the  North  Road  Trustees,  accompanied  with  a  copy  of 
the  resolutions,  for  presentation  at  the  meeting  to  be  held  on  the  28th  Dec, 
and  also  to  co-operate  with  other  parties  who  may  be  threatened  with  the 
imposition  of  new  tolls,  or  may  be  desirous  to  promote  the  abolishing  of 
tolls  altogether. 

8.  That  these  resolutions  be  inserted  in  the  Haddington  Advertiser  paper. 

(Signed)        James  Mellis,  Chairtnan. 
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No.  YIII.  Mr  Robert  Scot  Skirmng^  Campion,  Examined  : — 

I  am  an  extensive  farmer  in  East  Lothian.  My  farm  consists  of  785 
imperial  acres — all  arable.  I  keep  23  work  horses.  My  market  town  is 
Haddington,  three  miles  distant.  I  have  a  toll  betwixt  me  and  Hadding- 
ton, but  a  large  proportion  of  the  traffic  of  my  farm  goes  to  Drem  Station 
without  paying  toll.  My  charges  for  toll  are  consequently  low.  I  calcu- 
late them  at  about  88.  per  horae^  and  with  my  statute  labour  I  pay  in  all 

about L.24    0    0 

Statute  labour       .        .        .        .        L.14    5    9 

Tolls 9  14    3 

—      L.24    0    0 

^j  average  rent  is  about  L.1750.  The  tolls  above  given  do  not  in- 
clude personal  tolls,  but  these  are  very  small.  My  servants  drive  each 
say  four  loads  of  coals  in  the  year — perhaps  about  80  loads  in  all,  which 
would  add  another  L.l  to  the  amount. 

The  circumstances  of  my  farm  are  very  nearly  the  same  as  those  of  a 
number  of  farms  in  my  neighbourhood.  I  only  use  about  a  mile  in  going 
to  the  station.  It  is  a  turnpike  road.  It  was  proposed  at  one  time  to 
put  a  toll  on  the  road  between  me  and  Drem  Station.  Such  a  project 
would  have  been  very  hurtful  to  my  interests  and  to  those  in  my  neigh- 
bourhood. There  are  four  tolls  in  different  directions  within  two  miles, 
and  a  fifth  within  three  miles,  of  the  station  already,  and  it  can  be  reached 
by  the  inhabitants  of  one  district  by  a  statute  labour  road,  upon  which 
the  Trustees  have  not  the  power  to  put  a  toll  without  an  Act  of  Parliar- 
ment.  I  would  object  to  the  principle  that  a  man  who  uses  a  road  should 
be  the  only  man  to  pay  for  it.  I  consider  public  roads  to  be  one  of  the 
first  and  most  useful  means  of  civilisation  in  a  coimtrv,  and  that  all  per- 
sons, whether  Using  the  roads  themselves  or  not,  benefit  by  them  directly 
or  indirectly,  and  therefore  ought  to  contribute  to  their  maintenance. 
Upon  the  failure  of  the  toll  system  in  East  Lothian,  the  only  expedient 
proposed  by  the  Trustees  or  by  Mr  M^Connell,  whom  they  employed  to 
nirnish  a  plan,  was  to  put  bars  around  the  gates  of  the  railway  stations  in 
the  county,  in  order  to  charge  the  railway  traffic  with  toll.  There  are 
several  strong  reasons  why  bars  should  not  be  put  round  the  railway 
station  gates.  Presuming  that  turnpikes  indicate  that  those  who  put 
them  up  design  that  those  who  use  the  road  should  pay  for  it,  thev 
necessitate  that  he  who  uses  a  few  hundred  yards  of  road  pays  as  much 
as  he  who  uses  several  miles — the  traffic  to  a  station  being  generally  over 
a  short  distance.  Secondly,  with  a  great  deal  of  agricultural  produce,  it 
would  simply  double  the  toll,  in  respect  that  empty  bags  have  to  be  sent 
for,  and,  as  the  law  stands,  the  cart  would  have  to  pay  both  in  going  with 
the  load  and  returning  for  the  empty  bag.  Thirdly,  it  would  be  unfair 
to  the  Railway  Company,  with  which  the  Trustees  made  a  bargain^  and 
received  a  sum  as  compensation  for  estimated  loss  of  traffic,  and  it  would 
give  rise  to  much  strife,  as  the  Railway  Company  would  undoubtedly 
grant  many  sidings  where  manure,  etc.,  might  be  delivered,  in  order  to 
escape  the  toll.  Fourthly,  these  additional  tolls,  while  they  would  press 
with  great  severity  on  some  individuals,  would  not  increase  the  total  road 
revenue  nearly  so  much  as  was  calculated  on,  because  tickets  would  have 
to  be  granted  which  would  pass  traffic  through  the  other  bars  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and,  vice  versa^  they  would  catch  nothing  but  the  traffie 
within  two  miles,  Finally,  seeing  that  the  whole  land  is  the  property  of 
the  Road  Trustees,  that  they  have  had  the  entire  control  and  manage- 
ment of  the  roajfl*  ftod  that  they  have  let  their  farms  under  existing  cir- 
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cumstances,  where  the  burden  is  increased,  it  would  be  unfair  to  make 
that  fall  on  the  tenant. 

The  remarks  I  have  made  as  to  the  re-distribution  of  toll-bars  refers 
exclusiyely  to  putting  them  up  for  the  purpose  of  catching  traffic  nenr 
stations,  and  altering  the  present  position  of  tolls  in  the  circumstances 
under  which  present  leases  were  entered  into.  I  am  not  able  to  compare 
the  oppressiveness  of  tolls  in  Haddingtonshire  with  the  state  of  matters  in 
other  counties.  So  far  as  1  am  concerned,  I  am  favourably  situated  as 
regards  tolls. 

Believing  that  tolls  are  bad  in  principle,  I  would  not  object  to  an  in- 
crease on  my  own  burden  in  order  to  eflfect  a  change.  With  regard  to 
an  equitable  substitute,  I  think  an  assessment  on  lands  and  heritages  is 
the  beau»>ideal  of  a  system  for  maintaining  the  roads — a  proportion  to  be 
paid  by  the  landlord,  and  a  proportion  b^  the  tenant.  The  tenants  in 
East  Lothian  would  be  most  willing,  1  believe,  to  pay  two- thirds  of  such 
a  rate,  if  the  renaaining  one-third  were  borne  by  the  landlords.  My  own 
opinion  is,  that  it  should  be  equally  divided  between  landlord  and  tenant. 
I  think  it  should  be  as  much  as  possible  on  the  principle  of  an  income-tax. 

As  levied  at  present,  1  understand  that  in  some  districts  the  funds  are 
sufficient  for  maintaining  the  roads.  I  think  that  any  objection  to  such 
an  assessment,  as  throwing  a  burden  on  the  landlord,  which  at  present  is 
borne  wholly  by  the  tenant,  is  met  by  the  consideration  that  the  burden 
will  likely  be  a  very  small  one,  and  must  soon  run  out  with  the  expiry  of 
existing  leases.  1  think  the  outlay  by  proprietors  in  constructing  the 
roads  has  been  compensated  by  the  increased  value  of  their  properties. 
I  think  that  the  consideration  of  having  a  toll  to  pay  ought  to  influence 
a  tenant  in  offering  for  a  farm,  although  I  doubt  if  it  operates  in  this  way 
universally  as  it  should.  In  my  own  case  I  took  into  consideration  the 
situation  of  the  tolls.  In  regard  to  tolls  and  statute  labour  assessment 
existing  at  the  commencement  of  the  lease,  I  consider  that  these  burdens 
fall  ultimately  on  the  landlord,  tliough  paid  by  the  tenant,  in  so  much  as 
they  diminish  the  rent  of  the  farm  to  that  extent.  I  think  the  rent  per 
acre  I  pay  is  much  higher  in  consequence  of  the  existence  of  roads  than  it 
would  have  been  without  them.  Supposing  owners  were  to  be  at  the  ex- 
pense of  constructing  a  new  road,  I  think  in  the  general  case  it  would  be 
fair  that  the  tenants  should  keep  it  up,  although  I  can  see  cases  in  which 
tenants  would  be  unduly  taxed  by  such  a  proposal. 

I  am  in  favour  of  an  assessment  on  lands  and  heritages,  without  sepa- 
rately assessing  horses.  I  think  an  assessment  on  horses  would  be  in- 
quisitorial, and  that  it  recognises  too  much  the  principle  that  those  who 
use  the  roads  should  pay  for  them ;  but  I  would  consider  even  that  an 
improvement  upon  the  present  system.  Another  objection  I  have  to  a 
rate  on  horses  is,  that  to  make  it  at  all  just,  and  in  accordance  with  the 
principle  that  he  who  uses  the  road  should  pay  for  it,  there  must  be  an 
exceedingly  minute  classification. 

Under  a  system  of  assessment,  I  would  place  all  roads,  turnpike  and 
statute  labour,  under  one  management.  Under  such  a  system,  I  would 
myself  be  in  favour  of  including  the  burghs,  but  I  think  it  might  facilitate 
an  arrangement  if  the  burghs  were  kept  separate. 

In  regard  to  the  special  traffic  caused  by  minerals,  I  would  follow  out 
my  own  principle  of  a  general  tax  on  property,  considering  that  the  wear 
caused  to  the  roads  in  the  neighbourhood  is  for  the  benefit  of,  and  caused 
by,  the  surrounding  districts.  This  refers  chiefly  to  coal  and  lime.  With 
regard  to  iron,  my  own  opinion  is  not  matured  whether  it  should  be  put 
on  the  same  footing  as  coal  mines,  or  some  special  arrangement  provided, 
so  as  to  correspond  with  the  special  injury  caused  to  the  roads.  If,  the 
roads  are  ever  supported  out  of  the  national  iiinds,  I  see  no  reason  to  pro- 
vide any  special  system ;  but,  if  defrayed  by  local  taxation,  I  think  the 
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question  as  to  such  works  should  be  separately  considered  and  speciidly       County 

provided  for.  dd^^ffto 

In  regard  to  classifying  lands  and  heritages,  notwithstanding  the  fact      ^    ^°^''' 
^that  a  pastoral  farm  uses  the  roads  less  than  an  agricultural  one,  I  would      ^r  R.  S. 
be  inchned  to  adhere  to  my  principle  of  a  uniform  assessment  en  lands     Skirving. 
and  heritages.    1  think  it  would  be  possible,  by  a  separate  rating  on  iron 
works,  to  proportion  the  tax  paid  to  the  use  made  and  the  injury  done  to 
the  roads,  just  in  the  same  way  as  broad- wheeled  carts  pay.  at  present  a 
less  sum  in  tolls  than  narrow-wheeled,  which  cut  the  road  more,  and  do 
more  damage. 

I  think  no  new  system  of  managing  the  roads  will  be  satisfactory,  unless 
it  contains  a  provision  for  an  infusion  of  new  blood  into  the  management. 
I  think  the  proprietors,  in  regard  to  roads,  have  strong  personal  interests 
to  sway  their  judgment.  This  has  tended  to  throw  roads  in  lines  that  are 
not  the  best  ibr  the  pubRc.  It  also  increases  the  working  expenses. 
Thus,  in  the  North  District  of  Haddington,  stones  to  repair  a  road  on  the 
sea-eiide  are  brought  from  an  inland  quarry,  and  after  being  carried  over 
six,  seveUr  or  eight  miles  of  road,  are  laid  down  within  a  hundred  yards  of 
stone  admirably  qualified  for  making  the  road.  Officials  eonnected  with 
the  management  are  reported  to  say  that  this- costs  an  additional  outlay 
of  L.IOO  a  year — a  sum  equal  to  the  entire  free  produce  of  3i  tolls  in  the 
county.  I  could  multiply  instances  of  a  similar  nature,  but  am  very  un- 
willing to  say  anything  that  has  an  appearance  of  personality.  I  think 
the  rate-payers  ought  to  be  efficiently  represented  in  the  Road  Trusts  or 
other  Boards  of  management. 

I  think  the  management  at  present  is  generally  expensive,  from  the 
number  of  persons  employed ;  and  I  also  believe  that  the  debt  has  been 
increased  by  the  mode  in  which  the  financial  transactions  in  connection 
-with  the  North  British  Railway  have  been  conducted.  These  defects,  I 
think,  might  have  been  avoided,  had  the  Road  Trustees  been  composed  of 
persons  less  exclusively  belonging  to  one  class.  As  a  general  principle,  I 
am  inclined  to  simplify  the  management  as  much  as  possible,  and  there- 
fore I  would  be  inclined  to  manage  the  roads  by  a  Central  Board,  working 
by  District  Committees.  I  would  give  all  rate- payers  votes,  but  I  woukl 
give  more  votes  to  the  man  who  pays  much  than  to  the  man  who  pays 
little.  A  certain  number  of  rate^payers  should  be  elected,  and  continue 
three  years  in  office,  and  be  eligible  for  re-election.  I  think  in  East 
Lothian  at  least,  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  getting  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  the  rate^payers  to  elect  or  be  elected.. 

I  think  a  general  Bill  for  Scotland  would  be  preferable ;  but,  in  the 
event  of  a  local  one  for  Haddington  being  passed,  I  would  not  object  to 
toll-bars  being  retained  at  the  boundaries  of  the  county — ^the  inhabitants 
who  pay  the  rate  passing  free. 


No.  IX.  Mr  Robert  Hogg  Durie,  Standingstone,  Examined : — 

I  am  a  farmer  in  East  liOthian,  and  have  the  management^  under  my  Mr  R.  Hogg 
father,  of  a  coal  pit,  of  which  he  is  joint  lessee.  I  also  manage  a  farm  Durie. 
for  my  father.  My  father's  farm  is  within  1^  miles  of  Haddington,  and 
my  own,  about  four  miles  from  Haddington.  There  is  one  t(^,  in  both 
cases,  between  the  fann  and  Haddington.  My  &rm  produce  cannot  go 
to  the  railway  station  from  my  own  farm  without  paying  toll,  but,  from 
my  father's  farm,  tolls  may  be  avoided  by  going  to  Drem  or  Linton,  but 
this  doubles  the  dittance  to  be  travelled  over.  From  my  own  farm  to  the 
station,  the  distance  is  four  miles.  If  we  go  to  Haddington  station,  we 
have  to  pay  both  toll  and  custom.    From  my  father's  farm  we  occasionaUy 

Q 
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Coanty       sell  bj  sample  at  Haddington,  and  occasionalj  put  on  grain  at  Dfem. 

pf  Potatoes  are  always  sent  either  to  Drem  or  Linton,  because  the  custom  on 

Haddington,  potatoes  is  heavier  than  the  toll.    I  calculate  that,  on  my  father's  farm,  ve 

Mr  R.  Hoirir  P^^  annually  about  30b.  per  horse,  and  on  my  own,  about  248.  per  horse, 

Darie.       ^^  Xo\[%.    Of  customs,  I  calculate  we  pay  aboat  L.12  for  the  two  fsrms. 

For  statute  labour  we  pay  in  Morham  parish  a  rate  areragiog  about  31  a. 

per  ploughgate.    The  other  farm  is  in  Haddington,  and  we  pay  for  it  26s. 

per  ploughgate.     The  ploughgate  does  not  corre^Miid  with  the  number  of 

horses  kept.    On  my  facer's  we  pay,  I  think,  on  6i  plougbgates,  and  on 

my  own  on  3}.    I  calculate  the  whole  sum  I  pay  for  tolls,  customs,  and 

statute  labour  on  the  two  fiurms  at  L.66. 

Our  coal  pit  is  scTen  miles  from  Haddington,  in  the  parish  of  Tranent. 
Our  coals  are  principally  sent  to  Edinburgh  marikist  by  the  railway.  We 
have  not  much  local  custom  by  our  own  cajrts.  We  drive  to  the  Tranent 
Station  (about  1^  miles)  on  our  own  carts.  There  is  no  toll  between  Uie 
pit  and  the  station.  It  is  a  statute  labour  road.  We  almost  entirely 
keep  it  ourselves.  Our  metal  is  got  from  near  Cockensie,  about  \i  miltf 
off.  It  costs  us  about  L.lOO  for  keeping  this  road  in  order.  Except  the 
farmers  in  the  neighbourhood  and  the  carts  belonging  to  the  public,  which 
come  to  the  pit  for  coals,  ours  is  the  principal  and  almost  the  only  traffic. 
The  allowance  we  get  from  the  statute  labour  fund  ia  a  mere  trifle,  and 
goes  very  little  way  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  road« 

If  a  general  assessment  for  the  maintenanoe  of  roads  were  laid  on  the 
county,  I  would  expect  the  burden  of  keeping  tliie  road  taken  olT  us.  Ours 
is  the  only  considerable  coal  work  in  the  oousty  which  has  not  direct 
communication  with  the  railway,  and  there  is  a  prospect  of  our  getting  a 
branch  soon.  The  only  iron  work  in  the  county  has  not  direct  communi- 
cation with  the  railway,  but  has  to  drive  about  1 J  miles  to  a  station  along 
the  Great  Post  Boad.  Two  check-bars  hare  been  put  on  since  the 
establiRhment  of  that  work,  and  private  roads  have  been  Ibrmed  to 
evade  these. 

I  am  decidedly  favourable  to  the  abolition  of  tolls.  I  think  the  present 
system  presses  very  unequally,  but  1  do  not  think  that,  io  my  individual 
capacity,  I  suffer  unduly.  In  order  to  get  rid  of  tolls,  I  would  be  wiUang 
to  pay  a  little  more  than  I  now  do. 

As  an  equitable  substitute  for  tolls,  I  have  advocated  the  scheme  pr^ 
posed  in  Lord  £lcho^8  first  Bill — a  uniform  rate  on  all  lands  and  heritages, 
and  a  uniform  rate  on  all  horses.  I  think  the  case  of  the  iron  work  might 
not  perhaps  be  fully  met  by  a  tax  of  this  nature,  but  I  look  upon  it  as 
an  exceptional  ease  to  be  disregarded  in  a  general  measure.  I  think  the 
assessment  in  our  own  case  would  fully  meet  the  use  we  make  of  the 
roads,  because  we  W4>uld  be  charged  on  our  rental  and  horses,  and  those 
to  whom  the  coals  are  sent  would  also  pay  on  their  rental.  In  fact,  in 
driving  coals  to  the  consumers,  we  never  paid  the  tollsy  they  were  added 
to  the  hire  of  the  cart,  paid  by  the  consumer.  At  present  we  drive  coke 
along  the  road  to  brewers  and  others  in  Dalkeith,  Edinburgh,  and  else- 
where, and  we  increase  the  charge  aeeording  to  the  number  of  tolls.  It 
was  the  tolls,  and  tolls  alone,  which  drove  us  from  sending  coals  to  Edin- 
burgh by  cart.  We  competed  for  some  years  suooessfully  with  the  rail- 
way, but  the  addition  of  an  extra  Id.  to  the  toll,  and  the  miserable  state 
to  which  the  roads  were  reduced,  drove  us  off  the  road.  If  the  tolls  were 
abolished,  the  system  of  driving  to  Edinburgh  might  be  recommenced  £sr 
beet  coal  to  first  class  customers,  for  this  kind  of  soft  coal  is  injured  by 
the  tranter  to  the  trucks,  and  from  them  to  the  carts  again. 

The  present  management  of  the  roads  is,  I  think,  d^ective,  from  the 
great  sub-division  of  Trusts.  I  think  they  should  tie  consolidated,  and 
placed  under  one  surveyor.  If  there  is  to  be  a  change  of  system,  I  would 
ftd^Focate  the  Mta-paycn  faaTiilg  a  vaice  ia  the  managemeMl.   1  think  the 
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present  Trustees  do  not  mismanage  wilfully,  but  tbey  do  not  pay  sufficient       County 
attentioa  to  the  matter,  and  liave  not,  in  tJie  majority  of  cases,  the  re-  „  j^P^  ^ 
quisite  pracUcal  knowledge.  Haddington. 

When  a  tenant  offers  for  a  farm,  to  a  certain  degref^  he  takes  into  ac-  Mr  R.  Hogg 
count  the  tolls  and  statute  labour  he  has  to  pay,  but  a  new  tenant,  when  Darie. 
be  comes  from  a  distance,  seldom  has  the  means  of  ascertaining  what  the 
probable  amount  of  tolls  may  be.  In  thus  making  allowance  in  his  offer 
tor  such  burden,  the  effect  is  that  the  burdep  is  thrown  on  the  proprietor. 
The  principle  should  be,  that  every  man  ^ho  pays  the  money  out  of  his 
pocket  should  have  a  voice  in  the  management  of  the  expenditure.  I 
would  not  propose  to  disfraochise  the  proprietors,  but  I  would  add  repre- 
sentatives of  the  rate-payers,  and  would  provide  that  these  should  have  a 
certain  qualification  by  paying  a  certain  amount  of  rate.  I  think  it  would 
be  a  good  plan  to  proportion  the  number  of  votes  to  the  assessment  paid, 
and  that  the  electors,  and  the  person  elected,  should  be  those  who  are  not 
qualified  to  act  as  Road  Trustees.     In  short,  I  would  adopt,  as  nearly  as 

S)88ible,  the  plan  pursued  U^  the  election  of  members  to  the  Parochial 
oards. 

In  the  event  of  a  change  such  as  has  been  proposed  by  some,  viz.,  to 
charge  lands  and  heritages  alone,  some  compromise  must  be  made  during 
the  currency  of  present  leases.  In  the  change  which  I  recommend,  land- 
lords might  in  fairness  be  called  upon  to  pay  at  opce,  as  they  would  be 
quit  of  tolls,  and  are  at  present  responsible  for  Uie  debts  of  the  Road  Trusts ; 
and  as  I  would  propose  that  the  assessment  to  be  raised  should  provide  a 
fund  for  the  payment  of  interest  and  ultimate  extinction  of  the  debt,  I 
consider  it  equitable  that  the  proprietors  should  pay  half  the  rate  on 
lands  and  heritages,  or  one-fourth  of  the  whole  $imount  required  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  roads. 

In  transferring  the  road  debts  from  the  present  Trustees  to  the  new 
Board,  I  think  they  ought  to  be  valued  and  made  over  at  their  market 
value. 


Wednesday i  2d  March  1859. 


MKMBEB8  PBBSBNT. 

WiUiam  Smythe,  Esq.  '     |      Bigjbt  Honble.  Sir  John  M'J^eilL 

Duncan  McLaren,  Esq. 

MB  EMTTflE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  X.  Mr  Cfeorye  Harv^^  Whittinghame  Mains,  Examined : — 

I  am  convener  and  treasurer  of  the  United  East  Lothian  Agricultural  lir  G.  Harvey. 
Society.  I  have  heard  the  discussions  relative  to  the  abolition  of  tolls, 
and  considered  the  subject.  I  have  bad  an  opportunity  of  knowing  the 
opinions  of  the  farmers  generally  in  the  county.  My  farm  is  six  miles 
from  Haddington,  and  three  from  Linton  Station.  I  have  a  toll  between 
me  and  the  station,  and  I  cannot  go  to  the  town  without  passing  through 
one.  I  have  not  made  any  minute  calculation  of  what  I  pay  for  tolls  and 
statute  labour,  but  I  think  it  will  be  about  L.21  in  all.  I  keep  6}  pair 
agricti^tural  horses,  and  one  harness  horse,  and  my  rent  varies  from  L.800 
to  L.IOOO.    TheX.21  includes  my  family  tolls. 

The  grounds  of  complaint  in  respect  of  tolls  among  the  finrmeis,  are  the 
fpttaX  expense  ai  collection  from  the  small  sums  that  are  drawn  at  several 
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County  bars,  and  also  that  the  burden  is  unequal,  some  escaping  whilst  others  pay 
?'  the  toll.     It  is  principally  the  farmers  who  pay  no  tolls  now  that  are 

HaddiDgtoD.  agitating  for  a  change,  they  are  afraid  that  additional  toll-bars  be  put 
Mr  G.  Harvey  down.     Although  I  say  this,  I  would  myself  like  to  see  tolls  abolished. 

As  a  substitute,  I  would  lay  an  assessment  on  lands  and  heritages,  one- 
half  on  proprietor,  and  one-half  on  tenant.  I  would  prefer  this  to  a  tax  on 
horses,  having  proposed  it  at  the  Haddington  Club  four  or  ^\e  years  ago, 
but  I  would  not  object  to  part  being  raised  on  horses,  though  I  would  not 
like  so  many  classifications  as  I  have  seen  proposed  in  many  of  the  Bills. 
During  subsisting  leases,  I  see  a  difficulty  in  laying  a  tax  on  owners,  and 
80  allowing  tenants  to  escape  more  easily  than  they  ought.  I  think  it 
would  not  be  unjust  that  the  burden  on  the  proprietor  should  be  lightened 
a  little  during  existing  leases. 

I  think  an  improvement  might  be  made  in  the  present  managing  body. 
I  do  not  think  the  roads  are  well  looked  after.  I  would  have  the  persons 
in  the  immediate  locality  introduced  into  the  management,  so  as  to  give 
them  a  voice  and  interest  in  the  management  of  the  roads.  I  think  the 
present  staff  is  not  so  efficient  as  it  might  be.  There  are  a  number  of  old 
men  kept  on  as  stone-breakers.  I  think  the  stones  are  broken  at  so  much 
per  yard,  and  laid  on  by  horses  and  carts  hired  at  a  certain  sum  per  day.  I 
think  there  is  a  want  of  proper  combination  and  efficiency  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  roads.  There  should  be  one  head  surveyor  to  have  the  con- 
trol of  the  whole,  and  I  think  that  some  of  the  tenants  in  the  district 
should  have  something  to  say  in  the  management. 

In  several  places  in  the  county,  especially  to  the  west,  where  the  coal  and 
lime  is  situated,  the  roads  are  in  bad  condition.  In  the  upper  district, 
especially  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  county,  they  are  as  good  as  they 
used  to  be. 


No.  XI.  Fronds  CadeUf  E$q.,  Cockenzie,  Examined : — 

F.  Cadell,  Esq.  I  am  a  proprietor  in  the  parish  of  Tranent,  and  I  am  interested  in 
Tranent  Colliery  and  Cockenzie  Saltworks.  I  have  a  private  railway, 
three  miles  in  length,  which  communicates  both  with  the  North  Briti^ 
Railway  and  the  Harbour.  I  make  considerable  use  of  the  turnpike 
road  from  the  Saltworks.  I  have  two  carts  daily  in  Edinburgh,  Dalkeith, 
etc.  The  coal  goes  entirely  by  railway  in  all  directions,  there  is  no 
carting  to  the  pits  from  Edinburgh.  Between  Cockenzie  and  Edinburgh 
we  have  two  tolls  to  pay,  and  three  to  Leith,  although  it  is  about  a  mile 
nearer.  The  rate  of  toll  is  4d.  at  each.  We  pay  "  Gentie's  Custom  " 
at  Musselburgh,  Id.  or  f  on  each  cart  having  anything  in  it  above  14  lbs. 
The  whole  distance  from  Cockenzie  to  Edinburgh  is  10  miles,  and  to 
Leith  nine.  Although  I  am  locally  situated  in  East  Lothian,  I  make 
most  use  of  the  Edinburgh  County  Roads,  Edinburgh  being  the  great 
mart  of  consumption  ;  so  that  any  assessment  levied  on  me  in  respect  of 
my  property  or  horses,  would  not  go  to  Mid-Lothian,  but  to  East  Lothian. 
Those  in  my  neighbourhood  are  particularly  unfavourably  situated  in 
respect  to  tolls,  from  being:  near  the  western  extremity  of  the  county  ;  and 
for  the  short  distance  of  four  miles  to  Musselburgh,  we  have  two  tolls  to 
pay.  A  large  portion  of  the  traffic  of  the  interior  of  East  Lothian  is 
carried  on  without  the  payment  of  tolls  at  all — in  fact,  practically,  those  who 
live  near  the  extremities  of  the  county  pay  the  great  burden  of  the  tolls,  and 
those  who  live  in  the  interior  and  use  the  roads,  pay  almost  nothing.  We 
pay  very  soon  going  westward,  hut  we  can  go  a  long  way  into  the  interior 
without  paying  tolls  at  all.  Not  only  do  we  pay  at  more  tolls,  but  we  pay 
more  at  each  toll,  viz.,  at  Ravenshaugh,  the  Middle  Toll,  and  at  Dolphing*- 
siton.    I  consider  the  existence  of  so  many  separate  Trusts  as  five  in  East 
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Lothian  a  great  grievance — seeing  that  payment  to  the  toll  of  one  Trust       County 
does  not  clear  the  bars  of  another  'Jfrust.     I  am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  ?^ 

the  system  of  tolls  in  East  Lothian  does  not  throw  the  burden  on  those  H*aa|ngton. 
who  use  the  roads.  I  ao  not  think  that  by  any  alteration,  the  position  of  p^  Cadell  Eaq 
the  tolls  could  be  changed  so  as  to  make  the  burden  fall  equitably.     I    '  '       ' 

explain  that  previous  to  the  opening  of  the  North  British  Railway,  the 
toll  system  in  East  Lothian  worked  well,  and  before  that  the  whole  pro- 
duce of  the  county  paid  toll,  and  a  portion  of  the  agricultural  produce 
twice.  It  was  sold  to  dealers  in  Haddmgton,  and  thus  paid  both  on  enter- 
ing and  leaving.  There  was  also  a  great  fish  traffic,  carried  on  in  carts,  from 
the  coasts  of  Berwickshire  and  East  Lothian  to  the  Edinburgh  markets. 
From  the  railway  going  through  the  county,  almost  parallel  with  the 
roads,  the  through  traffic  was  almost  annihilated,  and  the  greatest  part 
of  the  produce  of  the  county  is  now  carried  by  cross  roads  to  the  nearest 
railway  station.  We  continue  to  pay  the  same  rate  of  tolls  now  as  we 
formerly  did.  Our  grievance  is,  not  that  we  pay  more,  but  that  the 
money  we  now  contribute  is  not  sufficient  for  keeping  the  roads  in  good 
repair,  because  others  who  formerly  paid  are  now  relieved.  Our  roads 
generally  throughout  the  county  have  been  getting  worse  every  year.  As 
regards  the  road  to  Edinburgh  which  we  use,  I  refer  only  to  that  part  of 
it  which  is  within  the  county  of  East  Lothian.  I  think  some  arrange- 
ment should  be  made  by  which  parties  who  now  pay  less  than  they  ror- 
merly  did,  should  be  made  to  contribute  a  due  proportion,  and  this  I 
think  could  only  be  done  by  abolishing  tolls,  and  substituting  an  equitable 
assessment. 

I  do  not  think  it  possible  that  by  any  system  of  consolidation  of 
Trusts  and  a  re-disposition  of  tolls  or  otherwise,  the  system  could  be  made 
more  equitable  without  abolishing  tolls.  It  would  require  so  many  addi- 
tional toll-bars  at  the  railway  stations  as,  in  the  present  state  of  things, 
would  not  be  tolerated. 

Supposing  an  assessment  were  adopted  in  lieu  of  tolls,  I  am  in  favour 
of  an  assessment  on  lands  and  heritages  and  on  horses.  I  think  a  half 
would  be  too  much  on  horses,  I  think  there  should  be  a  distinction  be- 
tween different  classes  of  horses.  I  would  assess  agricultural  horses,  but 
at  a  lower  rate  than  others. 

Our  statute  labour  roads  in  Tranent  are  proverbially  bad.  Our  statute 
labour  assessment  is  levied  to  the  full  amount  of  40s.  per  plougbgate  and 
10s.  on  non-agricultural  horses. 

I  would  make  no  distinction  in'^any  new  arrangement  between  statute 
laboiir  and  turnpike  roads.  I  would  place  them  all  under  one  manas^e- 
ment.  I  think  concentration  of  management  desirable  in  so  small  a 
county.  I  think  the  present  Trustees  leave  the  superintendence  too 
much  to  officials.  In  constituting  a  Board  for  the  management  of  the 
roads,  I  would  introduce  a  proportion  of  the  tenantry  into  the  managing 
body.  I  would  have  a  Central  County  Board,  which  might  be  divided 
into  districts.  In  regard  to  the  election  of  tenants  to  the  Road  Boards, 
I  would  follow  generally  the  system  under  the  Poor  Law.  I  think  this 
would  be  better  than  leaving  them  to  be  nominated  by  Quarter  Sessions. 
I  think  a  tenant  to  be  named  for  the  Road  Board  should  have  a  certain 
qualification,  viz.,  that  he  should  pay  at  least  a  rent  of  L.200  a  year  on 
lands  and  heritages. 

In  the  parish  of  Tranent  there  are  several  miles  of  public  road  which 
nobody  takes  an  interest  in,  and  nothing  is  laid  out  upon  them.  They 
could  not  I  believe  be  shut  up. 

In  proposing  that  an  assessment  should  be  laid  on  lands  and  heritages, 
I  would  propose  that  it  should  be  divided  equally  between  owners  and 
occupiers.  Even  as  a  permanent  arrangement,  I  would  be  in  favour  of 
such  a  division.    It  would  have  the  appearance  of  being,  and  would  be. 
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County      considered  more  just,  althougb  tdtimaiely  it  might  come  to  the  same 

Maddingto  .       ^^  ^  matter  of  fact,  I  tcm  ot  opinion  that  the  estahlishment  of  the  nul- 
F.  Cadell,  Esq.  ^^J  ^^  greatly  increased  the  value  of  property  in  East  Lothian.    It 
facilitates  the  transport  of  produce,  itnd  the  carriage  of  manure,  at  a  low 
rate. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  sum  estimated  hy  Mr  Davidson  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  roads  is  sufficient,  hut  it  would  previously  he  necessary  to 
put  the  roads  in  a  good  state.  I  think  considerable  economy  might  be 
effected  hy  centralizing  the  management.  1  also  think  economy  might 
be  attained  by  arrangements  that  stones  for  the  roads  might  be  procured 
from  localities  adjacent  to  the  roads,  rather  than  driven  from  a  distance  to 
the  injury  of  the  roads,  and  in  order  to  facilitate  such  arrangements,  I 
would  have  such  materials  to  be  paid  for. 

There  is  little  or  no  coal  sent  by  road  from  East  Lothian  to  Edinburgh. 
The  only  case  of  this  which  I  know  of  is  Sir  George  Suttie's  work  at 
Prestongrange,  but  it  must  be  to  a  very  small  extent. 

At  a  rough  guess,  I  pay  in  tolls  and  statute  labour,  from  L.30  to  L.35 
per  annum. 

The  rates  charged  by  the  North  British  Railway,  for  coals,  etc.,  are  as 
follows :  — 

Oh  coals,  from  Meadowhill  lie,  near  Tranent,  to  Edin- 
burgh, 10|  miles,      ....        Is.  lOd.  per  ton. 
„        from  Head  of  Tranent  Branch,  to  Edinburgh, 

lOi  miles, Is.  lid.       „ 

„        from  Head  of  Tranent  Branch,  for  shipping, 

to  Leith,  about  10  miles,   ...        Is.    2d.       „ 
On  manure,  from  Edinburgh  or  Leith,  to  Head  of 

Tranent  Branch,       .         .  lid.       „ 

The  abolition  of  tolls  would  not  increase  the  cartage  of  coals  to  Edin- 
burgh. 

The  culture  of  potatoes  has  been  much  increased  in  East  Lothian  of 
late  years,  and  sucn  a  system  of  husbandry  could  not  be  advantageously 
carried  on,  were  it  not  for  the  cheap  mode  of  transit  by  rail  to  Newcastle 
and  other  southern  markets. 

The  abolition  of  tolls  will  not  increase  the  heavy  traffic  throughout 
East  Lothian,  unless  it  arises  from  more  abundant  crops  being  raised 
than  hitherto. 


Friday,  4th  March  1859. 


MBSfBBBS  rilESENT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.  |      Right  Honble.  Sir  J.  M'Neill. 

MR  SMYTHS  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  XII.  Geo.  W,  Hope,  Esq.  of  Lnffhess,  Examined. 

George  W.  t  am  a  landed  proprietor  in  the  county  of  East  Lothian.  I  have  taken 
Hope,  £8q.  considerable  interest  in  matters  connected  M^hh  roads  in  East  Lothian, 
particularly  in  the  North  District,  since  1854,  and  previously.  The 
reason  I  took  an  active  part  was  that  the  railway  having  altered  the 
direction  of  the  traffic  in  the  North  District,  the  tolls  ceased  to  be  suffi- 
cient to  support  the  roads,  and  therefore  some  change  appeared  absolutely 
necessary.    For  some  time  the  tolls  were  in  the  hands  of  the  Tinistees, 
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tOkAfir  th%  ttsitflgemeiit  of  Mr  M^Connell,  in  order  to  aioertain  if  possible      County 
what  the?  really  produced,  nnd  the  eherftcter  and  direction  of  the  traffic.  <^ 

That  I  think  wae  the  case  in  1857,  and  the  funds  derived  from  them  ap.  Haddm^iL 
peared  inadequate  for  the  maintenance  of  the  roads  in  the  North  District ;  o^onra  W. 
but  in  the  year  1858)  if  I  recollect  rights  the  tolls  were  again  let  on  th«    Hope,  Esq. 
common  system,  and  there  was  a  rise  of  from  L.60  to  L.100  upon  that 
district,  vrbieh  has  just  enabled  us  to  get  on,  but  our  roads  are  in  a  dis> 
gracefully  bad  condition. 

*  In  1854,  at  the  request  Of  certain  gentlemen  in  the  county,  I  prepared 
the  draft  of  a  Bill  on  the  subject,  in  conjunction  with  the  late  Lord  Had* 
dinglon,  with  a  riew  specially  to  provide  for  the  North  Trust,  although 
it  was  applicable,  if  wished,  to  the  whole  of  Scotland  generally.  By  that 
Bill,  I  proposed  there  should  be  certain  alternative  modes  for  raising  the 
revenue  necessary  for  the  roads.  I  inserted  these  alternatives,  because  I 
thought  we  were  not  in  a  position  at  that  moment  to  decide  on  any  one 
mode  of  rating  in  preference  to  others ;  in  fact  I  was  then  of  opinion,  and 
have  seen  no  reason  to  alter  it  since,  that  the  same  mode  of  rating  will 
not  necessarily  be  the  best  for  all  districts.  The  result  of  my  own  ex- 
perience, however,  now  is,  that  in  consequence  of  the  many  difficulties 
involved  in  special  modes  of  rating  horses,  the  best  system  (speaking  of 
my  own  district)  would  be  a  simple  rate  ou  lands  and  heritages,  com- 
bined however  with  a  discrimination  in  the  amount  of  rating  to  be  levied 
on  certain  description  of  lands  apd  heritages,  the  produce  of  which  occa- 
sions greater  damage  to  the  roads  than  that  of  lands  generally.  I  give 
this  opinion  in  consequence  of  the  traffic  in  East  Lothian,  since  the 
introduction  of  the  railway,  having  become  mainly  local,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  cases  in  which  coal  and  iron  are  carted  for  exportation.  There  is 
not  much  coal  carted  for  this  purpose,  but  there  is  a  great  deal  of  iron 
carted  from  the  iron  works  at  Gladsmuir.  I  do  not  see  any  other  mode 
of  meeting  the  case  of  mineral  works,  except  by  a  differential  rate,  or 
retaining  a  power  of  putting  on  a  t^ll  for  such  works,  but  I  admit  at  the 
same  time  that  any  such  distinctions  add  to  the  complexity  and  difficulty 
of  dealing  with  the  subject. 

Bupposing  an  assessment  such  as  I  [)ropo8e  should  be  levied,  my  views 
are  that  the  assessment  should  be  levied  separately  in  different  districts, 
and  at  rates  corresponding  to  the  wants  of  these  districts.  I  am  not 
prepared  to  say  I  would  make  the  districts  parochial,  but  I  would  make 
them  either  in  accordance  with  their  present  distribution,  or  such  as,  upon 
inquiry  into  the  traffic,  would  give  a  similar  state  of  things  in  each.  Tfie 
only  Trust  that  is  in  a  very  bad  condition  in  East  Lothian  is  the  North 
District,  of  which  I  have  spoken,  and  I  should  have  no  objection  to  see 
the  system  I  have  suggested  tried  in  that  district  alone. 

In  the  North  District  we  have  not,  I  believe,  levied  on  all  traffic  the 
highest  amount  allowed  by  statute,  nor  have  we,  as  I  am  of  opinion  it  was 
our  duty  to  have  done,  altered  the  poeition  of  the  toll-bars  or  placed  check- 
bars  so  as  to  make  the  traffic  pay  going  to  the  stations.  The  fact  is,  that 
several  attempts  have  been  made  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  Trustees  to 
take  these,  the  legitimate  modes,  of  providing  the  necessary  funds,  and 
which  I  have  no  doubt  would  have  been  effectual  for  the  purpose,  but 
violent  opposition  was  ofiered  on  each  occasion  ;  the  plea  was  urged  that 
the  whole  system  of  maintaining  roads  by  tolls  was  upon  its  trial,  if  not 
already  condemned,  and  that  to  make  any  change  m  the  existing  toll 
arrangements  pending  those  proceedings  would  be  inexpedient.  The 
result  of  all  which  was  that  every  attempt  to  add  to  the  funds  by  the 
means  I  have  described,  has  hitherto  been  defeated. 

The  report  of  Mr  M*Gonnell,  who,  as  I  have  stated,  was  employed  to 
ascertain  the  nature,  description,  and  direction  of  the  traffic,  shews,  I 
think  condusivdy,  that  a  very  large  portion  of  it  escapes  toll.    I  have 
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County      not  that  report  before  me,  but,  if  I  recollect  dghtlj,  on  some  descriptioiM 
_      ?^  of  traffic,  and  that  the  heaviest,  nearly  if  not  quite  half  escapes  paying. 

Haddington.  j  originally  interested  myself  in  the  question,  not  upon  any  general 
George  W.  principles  or  views,  but  in  consequence  of  the  difficulties  in  which  we  found 
Hope,  Esq.  ourselves  situated  locally,  frora  tne  railway  having  diverted  the  traffic  from 
our  tolls.  In  the  course  of  working  out  the  question,  I  have  certainly 
come  to  be  in  favour  of  a  general  system  of  maintaining  roads  by  assess- 
ment in  localities  where  there  is  no  great  amount  of  through  traffic,  nor 
'any  very  large  towns ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  am  of  a  directly  contrary 
opmion  to  those  who  consider  that  no  such  system  can  be  attenipted, 
except  as  a  general  measure,  applicable  at  least  to  a  whole  county,  k'  not 
to  the  whole  of  Scotland.  I  think,  in  truth,  that  the  parties  who  have 
insi}<ted  upon  this  generalization  have  been  the  means  of  creating  many  of 
the  difficulties  with  which  the  question  is  surroimded.  Had  the  system 
been  allowed  to  be  tried,  as  proposed  by  Lord  Haddington  and  myself  in 
1854,  upon  a  small  district,  experience  would  have  been  gained,  and  in  my 
belief  that  experience  would  have  been  in  its  favour.  As  to  a  general 
measure  for  all  Scotland, — in  the  first  place,  the  progressive  introduction 
of  railways  is  obviously  tending  to  render  all  road  traffic  daily  more  local, 
and  the  necessity  for  combination  among  counties  less, — in  the  next,  the 
difficulties  attending  any  agreement  upon  any  system  of  assessment  to  be 
substituted  for  tolls  is  so  great,  that  I  much  doubt  whether,  in  any  quarter 
in  which  the  toll  system  does  not  break  down  of  itself  (as  was  the  case  in 
the  North  District  of  East  Lothian),  any  other  system  could  be  substi- 
tuted for  it. 

I  am  of  opinion,  that  the  question  as  to  the  incidence  of  the  tax  on 
owners  or  occupants  must  be  looked  at  in  two  aspects.  Ultimately,  of 
course,  it  will  fall  in  some  shape  or  other  on  the  landowner  wholly.  Dur- 
ing the  currency,  however,  of  existing  leases,  I  consider  that  some  equitable 
apportionment  would  be  required  as  between  landlord  and  occupier.  Un- 
doubtedly there  would  be  great  difficulty  in  arriving  at  an  equitable  ap- 
portionment in  particular  oases.  At  the  same  time,  however,  there  are 
many  other  cases  in  which  data  exist  for  arriving,  at  all  events,  at  » 

Eroximate  solution  of  it ;  as,  for  instance,  by  taking  the  amount  of  statute 
Lbour  money  and  of  tolls  paid  by  the  tenant  under  the  old  system. 

With  respect  to  the  managing  body,  I  am  quite  in  favour  of  some 
addition  being  made  to  it.  In  the  Bill  prepared  by  Lord  Haddington  and 
myself,  we  made  provision  for  ariving  at  this  end  through  the  medium  of 
the  Parochial  Boards.  But  this  proposition  was  merely  tentative,  and  I 
have  no  objections  to  any  other  mode  by  which  the  leading  tenants  in  the 
district,  or  others  having  immediate  interest,  can  be  brought  into  the 
management.  I  say  this  in  contemplation  of  an  assessment,  but  I  should 
be  equally  glad  to  see  them  in  the  trusts  as  at  present  constituted.  My 
motive  for  this  is  not  from  considering  that  the  present  Trustees  do  not 
ably  and  efficiently  discharge  their  duties,  but  because  1  think  they  would 
be  materially  aided  in  so  doing  by  having  persons  acting  in  conjunction 
with  them  who  are  constantly  resident  on  the  spot,  and  are  acquainted  with 
the  nature  and  value  of  the  work  to  be  done  on  the  roads.  I  think  also 
the  proceedings  of  the  Trustees  would  then  be  better  understood,  and  more 
generally  acceptable.  My  opinion  is  in  favour  of  a  Ck)unty  Board,  with 
District  Committees.  I  am  satisfied  that  great  economy  in  the  manage- 
ment would  be  produced  by  a  consolidation  of  Trusts.  I  can  confirm  tnis 
from  my  own  experience  of  a  road  with  which  I  was  connected  in  the 
county  of  Fife.  But,  at  the  same  time,  I  think  it  must  be  confined  within 
such  limits  as  to  ensure  local  knowledge  and  active  local  superintendence. 
I  am  not  an  advocate  for  a  General  Central  Board.  Had  it  still  been  an 
object  to  maintain  great  through  lines  of  communication  all  over  the 
country,  a  eentralization  to  that  extent  might  have  been  of  some  Talue^ — 
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as  I  have  before  stated,  however,  I  consider  roads  now  to  hare  become       Coanty 
pre-eminently  matters  of  local  interest.  „  ,  ?^ 

In  any  new  arrangement,  I  think  it  would  be  desirable  to  place  the  ^  ^°^"' 
statute  labour  roads  under  the  same  management  as  the  other  public  George  W. 
roads.  Hope,  Esq. 

I  think,  even  though  no  change  were  made  in  any  other  counties,  it  would 
be  expedient  to  introduce  a  system  of  assessment  for  East  Lothian  alone. 
There  is  only  one  difficulty  which  applies  equally  to  entire  counties  or 
particular  districts,  and  that  is  the  case  of  parties  passing  into  them  from 
the  neighbouring  county  or  district  in  which  tolls  are  levied,  but  my  own 
opinion  is,  that  that  question  may  be  solved  by  maintaining  frontier  tolls, 
at  which  those  who  pay  the  assessment  would  pass  free.  Should  experience 
prove  that  so  many  persons  come  from  the  neighbouring  district  or  county 
as  to  make  it  worth  while  to  keep  up  a  toll,  of  course  it  would  be  done. 
If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  number  of  such  parties  is  so  small  as  not  to  pay 
the  expense  of  keeping  the  toll,  and  to  return  a  reasonable  pro6t,  my 
argument  would  be,  that  the  traffic  thus  coming  in,  and  the  consequent 
damage  done  by  it  to  the  roads  is  so  inconsiderable,  that  it  is  not  worth 
taking  it  into  account,  and  I  would  abolish  the  toll  altogether. 


Monday,  7th  March  1859. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.    |    Right  Honble.  Sir  John  M<NeiIL 
MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  Xni.~^David  Roughhecidy  Eaq.y  Provost  of  Haddington;  John  Stobte^ 

Esq.^  Town^Clerk  of  do. — Examined : — 

The  streets  of  the  burgh  are  maintained  out  of  the  common  good,  and  D.  Roagh- 
from  a  custom  payable  on  agricultural  produce  and  merchandisje  coming  head,  E^sq. ; 
into  the  burgh.  The  lighting  is  defrayed  from  the  same  fund,  and  any  **'  ^toble,  Esq. 
balance  goes  to  the  police  or  other  municipal  purposes.  A  printed  table 
of  rates  will  be  furnished.  The  total  amount  raised  by  these  customs  is 
about  L.dOO,  and  the  annual  expenditure  on  causeway,  on  an  average  of 
the  last  five  years,  L.250.  Previous  to  the  opening  of  the  North  British 
Railway,  the  amount  derived  from  customs  was  larger.  It  has  since  been 
reduced  to  the  above  sum,  and  the  metage  custom  has  been  relinquished  in 
the  meantime.  Prior  to  the  reduction,  farmers  and  dealers  in  grain, 
freouenting  our  weekly  market,  complained  of  the  customs  or  dues  being 
higo;  but,  so  far  as  we  know,  there  have  been  no  complaints  since. 
Besides  the  causeway  above  mentioned,  there  are  parts  of  the  streets 
Macadamised,  which  may  cost  L.15  to  L.20.  We  have  very  nearly  two 
miles  of  causeway  within  the  ancient  royalty.  Within  the  parliamentary 
boundaries  we  have,  of  Macadamised  road  maintained  by  tlie  Road  Trustees, 
1  mile  833  yards,  estimated  at  L.45  to  L50.  Of  statute  labour  roads, 
1  mile  420  yards,  which  are  maintained  at  a  cost  of  L.42.  We  have 
footoaths  within  the  royalty,  I  mile  683  yards.  These  are  maintained 
partly  out  of  the  common  good,  and  partly  by  the  proprietors.  We  do 
not  consider  that  we  have  a  right  to  call  upon  the  proprietors  to  pave 
their  footpaths.  The  amount  of  statute  labour  money  levied  in  the  burgh 
IS  L.33,  lOs. ;  and  in  the  landward  part  of  the  parish  of  Haddington, 
Ll86,168. 


A 
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Comity  In  tbe  event  of  the  abolition  of  tolls,  we  think  the  inhabiiantB  of  ike 

„  ,^'  burgh  of  Haddington  would  prefer  being  merged  in  the  county,  and 

Haddington,  ^^ggggg^^  along  with  the  county  lands,  but  that  they  would  wish  to  continue 

D.  RouKh-    ^^  maintain  tbe  canseway,  as  at  present,  out  of  tne  customs.     We  think» 

head,  Esq. ;    however,  we  should  be  assessed  at  a  lower  rate  than  the  county,  in  coo- 

J.  Stobie,  Esq.  sideration  of  our  keeping  up  the  causeway,  and  we  do  not  wish  to  give  up 

the  customs.     We  consider  that  the  customs,  which  are  easily  collected, 

lay  the  burden  of  maintaining  the  streets  on  the  parties  actually  using 

them  ;  and  that  a  change  to  an  assessment  on  property  would  shift  that 

burden  to  parties  who  have  not  hitherto  borne  it,  and  who  would  of  course 

resist  its  imposition.      But,  supposing  that  a  rate  were  leviable  upon 

horses,  we  think  that  the  rates  should  be  the  same  as  in  the  county.     If 

the  rate  of  assessment  on  lands  and  heritages  in  the  county  were  6d.,  we 

think  the  house  property  within  the  burgh  should  be  rated  at  one-half,  or 

3d.,  but  land  within  the  burgh  might  be  rated  the  same  as  land  in  the 

county.     The  valuation  of  lands  and  heritages  within  the  parliamentary 

boundaries  for  the  year  1858-9,  was  L.  11.186,  7s.  9d.,  but  the  assessable 

property  may  be  stated  at  L.10,t)l8,  Os.  9d. 

The  inhabitants  of  Haddington  cannot  get  out  of  tbe  town  for  more 
than  three- fourths  of  a  mile  without  paying  toll,  and  in  only  two  cases 
can  they  go  so  far.  Three  different  Road  Trusts  touch  the  burgh.  The 
inhabitants  consider  the  existence  of  so  many  tolls  so  close  to  the  burgh 
very  objectionable,  and  it  is  a  subject  of  complaint,  being  considered  a 
great  grievance.  There  are  some  parties  who  reside  within  the  burgh 
boundaries,  but  outside  of  the  toll,  who  consider  having  to  pay  it  a  great 
grievance.  Besides  the  money  requiring  to  be  paid  at  them,  the  tolls  are 
felt  a  great  inconvenience  to  the  inhabitants. 

The  customs  are  farmed  to  a  tacksman,  and  the  rent  varies  considerably, 
and  is  affected  by  a  good  harvest  or  otherwise.  They  are  always  let  by 
public  roup. 

One  reason  for  our  objection  to  having  the  causeway  placed  in  connec- 
tion with  the  county  is,  that  we  think  we  keep  them  in  a  better  condition 
than  that  in  which  they  would  probably  be  maintained,  if  thrown  in  with 
the  general  roads  of  the  county.  We  like  it  to  be  in  so  good  a  condition 
that  pe(>ple  can  walk  upon  it  comfortably. 

We  think  that,  for  the  sake  of  having  tolls  abolished,  the  inhabitants 
of  Haddington  would  not  be  willing  to  abandon  their  right  to  collect  the 
customs,  and,  in  lieu  of  these  customs,  to  have  a  rate  levied  on  their  pro- 
perty. The  whole  customs  levied  are  not  paid  by  strangers,  or  on  agri- 
cultural produce,  but  a  proportion  of  them  are  paid  by  the  inhabitants. 

As  representing  the  burgh  of  Haddington,  we  would  object  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  portions  of  roads  within  the  parliamentary  boundaries 
being  thrown  upon  the  burgh,  as  we  consider  the  parliamentary  boundary 
a  mere  imaginary  line  drawn  for  the  purposes  of  a  special  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment. 


^^ 


No.  XIV. —  Wiiliam  Combe, Esq.,  Provost  of  Dunbar;  William  HamilUm 

Ritchie,  Esq.,  Town  Clerk  of  do. — Examined  : — 

William  The  streets  and  roads  within  the  burgh  of  Dunbar  are  maintained  out 

Combe,  Esq.;  of  the  funds  of  the  burgh,  under  a  local  act  passed  in  1848,  embracing 

TCtHh'^^^     customs,  assessments  on  property,  etc.    The  revenue  derived  from  these 

*     '®»     ^*  various  sources  amounts,  at  an  average,  to  from  L.400  to  L.500.     The 

streets  and  roads  within  the  burgh  maintained  from  this  fund,  consist  of 

about  2i  miles,  1}  miles  of  which  is  entirely  causewayed,  and  about  one 

mile  of  road  is  Macadamised  for  16  feet  in  the  centre,  two-thirds  of  the 

same  being  muntained  by  us,  and  the  remainder  by  the  comity,  under  a 
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special  agreement.    Onr  annual  cost  for  mainteiiance  and  repair  is  about      Ooaiity 
L.lOO  a-vear.    The  inhabitants  pay  statute  labour  for  the  County,  Is.  (yd.   _  jiP'^^ 
on  each  householder,  and  so  much  on  carts,  which  is  all  levied  and  laid      ^    ^°^''' 
out  by  the  landward  part  of  the  parish.    We  have  no  concern  in  the  ex-      Wilfiam 
penditure,  and  the  inhabitants  complain  of  this  as  a  tax  levied  upon  them  Combe,  Esq. ; 
without  their  having  any  control  over  its  expenditure.    This  tax  is  so    William  H. 
odious,  that  it  is  with  difficulty  any  person  can  be  got  to  collect  it,  and,  in  Ritchie*  *^*<l- 
some  instances,  prosecutions  have  been  resorted  to  to  enforce  payment, 
not  one  farthing  of  the  money  being  laid  out  within  the  town,  although 
contributed  by  the  inhabitants.     There  are  roads  within  the  parliamentary 
boundaries  of  the  burgh  which  are  maintained  by  the  County  Road 
Trustees,  and  others  by  the  parish,  as  statute  labour  roads.     Beyond  the 
limits  of  the  town  proper,  and  within  the  limits  of  the  parliamentary 
boundaries,  there  may  be  about  two  miles  of  road,  turnpike,  and  statute 
labour  together.     We  have  no  tolls  within  the  parliamentary  boundaries, 
but  one  is  at  the  very  verge.    The  Broxburn  Toll  is  about  a  mile  from  the 
parliamentary  boundary,  and  Cleikumin  about  half-a-mile.      These  tolls 
have  always  been  felt  to  be  a  matter  of  grievance  to  the  inhabitants.    The 
town  mills  lie  beyond  the  Belhaven  Toll,  and  the  thirlage  of  these  mills 
belongs  to  the  town,  so  that  the  whole  inhabitants  of  Dunbar  are  taxed 
in  this  shape  towards  paying  the  tolls. 

In  order  to  get  rid  of  these  tolls,  our  present  grievance  is  not  so  in- 
tolerable as  to  lead  us  to  consent  to  an  assessment  on  the  town  for  the 
general  maintenance  of  the  roads. 

Our  customs  are  levied  on  goods  coming  into  the  town,  and  on  goods 
sold  there  if  they  pass  out.  They  are  levied  on  agricultural  produce, 
merchandise,  coals,  etc.  The  rates  of  dues  are  shewn  by  the  schedule 
which  will  be  handed  in.  Our  customs  are  farmed  out  to  a  tacksman. 
They  form  about  two-thirds  of  the  revenue  collected  under  our  local  act. 

We  would  wish  the  burgh  to  be  kept  separate  from  the  county  in  any 
new  arrangement,  unless  they  were  to  wipe  off  their  present  debt.  On 
condition  that  tolls  were  abolished,  we  should  not  object  to  maintain  the 
whole  roads  and  streets  within  the  parliamentary  boundary,  on  condition 
that  we  are  allowed  to  levy  the  assessment  laid  on  the  property  within 
those  boundaries,  and  that  the  county  continued  to  maintain  those  portions 
of  the  road  which  they  are  bound  to  keep  up  by  a  special  agreement,  or 
we  might  be  allowed  to  remain  as  we  are,  paying  a  compensation  for  what 
we  now  pay  in  tolls  at  Belhaven  Toll. 

The  number  of  horses  kept  within  the  burgh  is  62,  viz.,  50  work  horses, 
and  12  riding  horses. 


No.  XY.  James  Dall^  Esq.,  Chief  Magistrate  of  North  Berwick, 

Examined : — 

The  burgh  has  a  fund  of  customs  levied  on  all  goods  except  flour  passing  J.  Dall,  Esq. 
through  the  town.     These  are  collected  by  a  collector  appointed  by  the 
town.     They  vary  in  amount,  and  average  about  L.20  or  L.30  per  annum. 
It  would  scarcely  pay  the  expense  of  collecting,  if  it  was  not  that  the  same 
man  collects  the  harbour  dues. 

The  roads  within  the  burgh  are  maintained  out  of  the  common  good. 
There  is  no  statute  labour  levied  within  the  burgh,  but  there  is  stent  on 
trade  raised  to  the  amount  of  L.ll  or  L.12.  It  is  a  rate  upon  those  who 
carry  on  business  in  the  town,  or  are  burgesses.  There  is  annually  laid 
out  in  maintaining  roads  and  streets  within  the  burgh  about  L.16or  L.16, 
but  it  varies  very  much  in  amount.  There  is  about  1  ^  miles  of  such  roads. 
A  part  of  the  >oad  within  the  parliamentary  boundary  is  maintained  by 
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County       the  County  Trustees — ^tbere  is  about  a  fourth  or  a  third  part  of  a  mile  bo 

9^  maintained.     There  is  no  toll  within  the  parliamentary  l)oundary  at  present. 

Haddington,   q^^  ^^^  removed  in  1836  beyond  Dirleton,  2i  miles  off,  and  another  l-J  miles 

J.  Dall  Esq.   ^^'     1*^^^^  i^  still  one  about  half-a-mile  from  the  town  towards  the  east. 

This  toll  is  felt  as  a  grievance,  but  more  to  the  county  than  the  burgh. 

As  far  as  the  burgh  is  concerned,  they  have  not  much  to  complain  of.    It 

would  certainly  be  an  advantage,  and  would  benefit  the  Trust,  if  the  toll 

to  the  east  was  removed  farther.     There  are  no  statute  labour  roads  within 

the  parliamentary  boundary.     Within  the  parish  they  extend  to  about 

seven  miles,  and  are  in  pretty  good  order.     I  collect  the  statute  laboar 

money,  which  is  levied  on  the  ploughgate,  at  the  rate  of  40s.  each  pluugh- 

gate,  that  being  the  maximum.     The  occupants  of  houses  and  lands  less 

than  a  ploughgate,  pay  no  statute  labour. 

The  question  of  the  abolition  of  tolls  has  created  great  interest  in  the 
burgh.  The  expense  of  collecting  was  the  point  principally  objected  to. 
The  tolls  and  check-bars  within  the  parish  cost  12s.  a- week  for  collecting, 
the  present  revenue  being  only  L.107. 

If  tolls  were  abolished,  I  think  the  burgh  would  not  object  to  an  assess- 
ment laid  on  lands  and  heritages,  or  partlv  on  these  and  partly  on  horses, 
for  the  piu>pose  of  maintaining  the  roads.  I  think  the  burgh  might 
agree  to  maintain  all  roads  within  the  parliamentary  boundary,  provided 
they  are  not  assessed  for  county  roads,  and  had  power  of  assessment  over  the 
area  of  the  burgh.  We  found  it  expedient  to  unite  with  the  county  for 
the  purposes  of  police,  but  we  should  prefer  being  kept  distinct  in  regard 
to  the  roads.  I  think  an  assessment  upon  horses  would  be  the  fairest 
mode,  as  making  those  who  use  the  roads  pay  for  them.  I  would  prefer 
half  on  lands  and  heritages  and  half  on  horses,  but  the  fewer  classes  the 
better.  I  would  also  approve  of  the  proposal  that  mineral  districts  should 
paj  a  higher  rate  than  agriculturaL 
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III.  COUNTY  OF  PEEBLES. 


Thursday,  Zd  March  1859. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

William  Smjthe,  Esq.      |     Right  Honble.  Sir  John  M^NeQl. 
MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  I. — John  Bathgate,  Esq.,  Writer,  Peebles,  Examined  : — 

I  reside  in  Peebles,  and  am  General  Clerk  to  the  Road  Trustees,  and 
District  Clerk  to  the  Trustees  of  the  2d,  3d,  4th,  5th,  and  6th  Districts. 
The  Turnpike  Trusts  in  the  County  are  regulated  by  an  Act  passed  29th 
Ma  J  1830,  and  which  will  expire  in  1861.  By  that  Act  the  roads  are 
divided  into  six  Districts,  each  having  separate  funds,  and  managed  by 
local  committees,  but  under  control  of  the  General  Trustees.  The 
General  Body  let  the  tolls,  and  audit  the  accounts  (with  the  exception  of 
the  1st  District,  who  do  this  themselves) :  but  the  local  committees  of  each 
district  have  the  entire  management  of  their  own  roads,  and  may  make 
improvements  and  contract  debts  without  any  sanction  from  the  General 
Body.  A  new  toll,  or  side  bar,  could  not  be  placed  on  any  road  without 
the  authority  of  the  general  meeting.  Under  §  34  of  the  Act,  the  tolls 
are  primarily  liable  for  keeping  the  roads  in  repair,  and  only  ultimately 
liable  for  payment  of  the  debt.  I  hand  in  the  following  memorandum  ci 
revenue  and  expenditure  on  the  roads,  etc.  under  my  charge : — 

PEEBLESSHIRE  TURNPIKE  ROADS. 


DiBTBICT. 

* 

Revenue, 
1866^7. 

Expenditure  on 

Maintenance 
and  Surveyors* 
8alarie8,1856-7. 

Revenue, 
1867-58. 

Expenditure, 
1857-68. 

Second 

L.         8.      D. 

600  11     0 
206    6  10 
429    0    0 
166     0     0 
19     0    0 

L.      S.      D. 

362     5     3 
188  11     7j 
375  13     1 
128  11     5 
22  13     1 

L.      S.      D. 

524  19     0 
190     0     0 
412     0     0 
136     0     0 
15     0     0 

L.      S.      D. 

346  13  10 
128     0     6 
348  10    3j 
111  11     4 
11     2     8 

Third 

Fourth 

Fifth 

Sixth 

Tweed  Bridge 
Pontage 

1420  17  10 
130    0    0 

1077  14     5} 
38  10     li 

1277  19    0 
146     0    0 

945  18    7J 
91  11     9} 

1550  17  10 

1116    4    7 

1423  19     0 

1037  10     5 

County      [ 

of 
Peebles. 

John  Bath- 
gate, Esq. 
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County       Avera;;c  Annual  Revenue— Tolls,      -  -  -        L.1349    8    5 

^  *'^,  Do.  do.  Pontage,  -  -  138    0    0 

Peebles.  ** 


John  Bath-  Total,         L.1487    8    6 

'  Average  Annual  Expenditure  for  Maintenance  and  Sur- 

veyor's Salary— on  Roads,  -  -  -        L.  1011  16    6^ 

Do.        do.      on  Bridge,  -  -  -  65    011^ 

Total,        L.1076  17    6 

Note. — ^Tbe  clerk's  salary  in  cumulo  being  L.20  per  anniun,  this  sam 
may  be  added  if  it  is  desired  to  include  his  salary. 

1  observe,  from  the  Parliamentary  Return,  that  there  is  no  regular 
debt  either  in  the  dd  or  4th  Districts.     In  the 

2d  District,  at  Whitsunday  1858,  the  bonded  debt  was    L.1850 
5th        Do.  do.  do.  600 

6th        Do.  do.    (not  bonded  debt),  4025 

In  the  2d  District  the  interest  is  regularly  paid.  Besides  the  L.1850 
of  bonded  debt,  there  is  a  debt  of  L.889  upon  life  annuities,  the  annual 
payment  on  which  is  L.83,  Os.  8d.  In  the  4th  District  there  is  also  a  sum 
of  L.700  secured  on  life  annuities,  the  annual  payment  on  account  of 
which  is  L.58,  7s.  3d.  In  the  5th  District  the  interest  on  the  L.600  is 
regularly  paid.  The  above  debts  rest  on  the  security  of  the  tolls  onlj, 
without  any  personal  obligation  on  the  part  of  individual  Trustees,  with 
the  exception  of  the  life  annuities,  for  the  regular  payment  of  which,  the 
Local  Trustees  are  personally  liable.  In  the  6th  District,  the  debt  of 
L.4025  18  not  on  bonds,  but  stands  on  subscriptions  paid  by  the  Local 
Trustees,  and  upon  this  no  interest  has  ever  been  p^id  or  demanded. 
There  is  a  peculiarity  in  this  district,  inasmuch  as  it  formerly  contained 
11  miles  of  road,  6  miles  of  which  have  now  been  abandoned,  the  road 
along  the  Leithen  Water,  for  which  a  great  portion  of  the  debt  was  incur- 
red, having  been  washed  awa^  and  rendered  impassable.  The  road  is 
now  a  mere  track,  for  the  repair  of  which  no  one  is  liable,  as  it  has  not 
even  been  made  a  parish  road.  The  whole  length  of  turnpike  roads  in 
the  county,  in  the  six  districts,  is  122*544  miles,  as  stated  in  the  recent 
Parliamentary  Return. 

I  am  also  clerk  to  the  Tweed  Bridge  Pontage,  which  is  upon  a  bridge 
over  the  Tweed  betwixt  Innerleithen  and  Traquair,  erected  under  the  same 
Act  of  Parliament,  and  which  in  fact  forms  part  of  the  6th  district,  but 
the  funds  are  kept  separate.  There  was  a  considerable  debt  incurred  in 
the  erection,  and  it  now  amounts  to  L.2100.  The  toU  derived  from  the 
pontage  is  not  sufficient  to  keep  down  the  interest  on  the  debt,  and  pro- 
vide for  the  necessary  repairs.  The  debt  stands  on  subscriptions,  on  which 
no  interest  is  regularly  paid,  but  a  sum  of  L.112  was  paid  in  the  year  end- 
ing Whitsunday  1855,  and  there  is  now  three  years'  interest  remaining 
unpaid,  whilst  there  is  an  accumulation  in  Bank  of  L.76,  6s.  6d.,  with 
arrears  of  pontage,  L.6. 

No  traveller  passing  over  any  of  the  roads,  although  in  different 
districts,  is  liable  to  pay  two  tolls  uithin  a  distance  of  six  miles. 

In  consequence  of  the  opening  of  the  Peebles  and  Caledonian  Railways» 
the  through  traffic  on  our  roads  has  very  much  diminished,  and  most  of 
the  remaining  traffic  is  local.  Since  the  opening  of  these  railways,  the 
revenue  in  the  five  districts  under  my  charge  has  diminished  from  L.2380 
in  1848,  to  L.1362  at  Whitsunday  1858.  The  present  revenue  is,  I  think, 
sufficient  to  keep  the  roads  in  repair,  and  pay  the  interest  of  the  debt  on 
wjljiich  interest  is  payable,  although,  in  the  4th  District,  they  have  had 
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some  difficnltj  in  accomplishing  this.    On  the  whole,  the  turnpike  roads       County 
in  the  county  are  in  good  condition.     I  think  the  tolls  generally  are  levied  ^*^ 

at  the  maximum  amount  authorised  by  the  Statute ;  but  in  the  3d  District      P^^|>^^- 
they  have  been  lowered  a  little  recently,  as  they  have  no  debt.  ^oXm  Bath- 

Among  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Peebles  generally,  I  have  never    gate,  Enq. 
heard  complaints  against  the  system  of  tolls.    The  sul^ect  has  not  been 
much  canvassed. 

Considering  the  small  amount  of  the  debt,  there  would,  in  my  opinion, 
be  no  difficulty  in  providing  for  the  extinction  of  the  debt  by  an  assess- 
ment spread  over  a  term  of  ^ears. 

The  revenue  of  L.1362  is  collected  at  eighteen  bars,  including  the 
pontage,  in  the  five  districts  under  my  charge.  Several  of -the  bars  are 
occasionally  let  to  the  same  tacksman.  I  hand  in  for  the  information  of 
the  Commissioners,  a  list  of  the  turnpike  gates,  with  the  amount  of  rent 
paid  for  each  in  the  years  1848  and  1858  respectively.  Some  of  the 
tacksmen  are  employed  on  the  w<Mrk  of  the  road,  but  I  cannot  give  any 
distinct  ic^ioion  as  to  the  cost  of  collection  generally.  In  the  five  districts 
we  have  two  surveyors.  One  for  the  third,  aad  another  for  the  remaining 
districts. 

I  do  not  know  any  good  reason  £or  keeping  up  six  Trusts  in  so  small  a 
eounty,  the  interests  of  the  difierent  roads  not  being  so  essentially  separate 
as  they  once  were ;  but  I  do  not  know  that  any  material  pecuniary  saving 
would  be  effected  by  a  further  consolidation.  If  any  plan  were  adopted 
for  paying  off  the  debt,  I  would  think  it  advisable  to  consolidate. 

I  am  also  clerk  to  the  Statute  Labour  Trust,  which  is  regulated  by  a 
separate  Act  pasflcd  at  the  same  time  as  the  Turnpike  Act.  The  statute 
labour  money  is  levied  and  applied  parochially.  It  is  collected  by  Mr 
Robert  Stirling,  as  collector  for  the  whole  county.  He  is  paid  by  a 
poundage,  of  which  I  do  not  exactly  know  the  rate,  but  his  emoluments 
may  probably  be  about  L.25. 

The  statute  labour  money  is  levied  from  the  proprietors  according  to 
theu:  valued  rents  (old  valuation,  1674),  and  they  recover  from  Uieir 
tenants,  in  some  cases  the  whole,  in  others  one-half,  and,  in  several 
instances,  the  landlords  do  not  ask  anything  back.  The  rate  varies  ac« 
cording  to  the  necessity  for  repairs.  On  an  average  it  has  been  about 
16s.  per  L.lOO  Scots  valued  rent  during  three  years  byepast. 

The  statute  labour  roads  are  in  very  fair  order,  the  only  improvement 
they  require  is  fend^g  along  some  of  the  hill  sides. 

There  is  at  present  no  money  levied  in  the  county  for  bridge  money, 
and  there  has  been  none  so  levied  for  many  years. 

I  do  not  think  an  assessment  levied  on  lands  and  heritages  in  lieu  of 
tolls,  would  be  found  oppressive  in  the  countv.  The  incidence  of  such  a 
tax  would,  I  think,  be  more  equitable  than  the  present  tolls. 

I  will  procure  and  forward  a  schedule,  showing  the  mileage  and  expense 
of  the  statute  labour  roads  in  the  county. 

I  am  town-clerk  of  the  burgh  of  Peebles.  The  roada  within  burgh  are 
maintained  out  of  the  common  good,  which  at  present  is  sufficient  for  tha^ 
purpose.  I  think  the  Town  Council  would  object  to  being  comprehended 
within  the  General  County  Road  Trusts.  The  amount  applied  to  the 
roads  within  burgh,  from  the  common  good,  was,  last  year,  Li.45.  This 
does  not  include  L.114  paid  for  making  a  new  road.  The  common  good 
ia  derived  from  customs  levied  upon  loaded  carts  coming  into  the  tjown, 
and  also  from  a  payment  exacted  on  all  loaded  carts  and  cattle  crossing 
Tweed  Bridge,  with  certain  exemptions  in  favour  of  burgesses.  Thus 
burgh  are  also  proprietors  of  several  grass  parks,  which  are  let,  as  also 
some  feus.  Besides  the  maintenance  of  the  roads,  the  funds  are  applied 
to  lighting,  cleaning,  education,  and  other  municipid  purposes,  and  also  the 
prison  expenses. 
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County 

of 
Peebles. 

John  Bath- 
gate, Esq. 


I  should  say  that,  at  present,  the  average  rate  paid  for  statute  labour 
amounts  to  ]^d.  per  £  on  the  real  rent. 

Supposing  tolls  were  abolished,  I  would  consider  the  most  equitable  and 
expedient  mode  of  raising  funds  for  the  maintenance  of  the  roads,  would 
be  an  assessment  on  the  real  rent.  One  half,  or  some  other  proportion, 
on  owners,  and  the  other  on  occupiers.  I  think  roads  are  a  general  con- 
venience for  the  common  benefit,  and  ought  to  be  maintained  as  a  public 
institution  for  the  public  good.  I  do  not  approve  of  a  tax  on  horses.  I 
give  this  opinion  with  reference  exclusively  to  the  county  of  Peebles.  I 
understand  that  some  of  the  proprietors  in  Peeblesshire  pay  a  proportion  of 
the  statute  labour  assessment,  and  my  proposition  is  only  an  extension  of 
this  principle.  Owners,  not  occupiers,  receive  benefit  in  advanced  rents^ 
and  although  traffic  from  mills  or  public  works  may  use  roads  more  than 
is  general,  yet  the  real  rent  of  the  county  is  increased  by  the  shops  and 
dwelling-houses  erected  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  increased  population ; 
and  manufactories  thus  contribute  indirectly,  as  well  as  directly.  In  the 
case  of  statute  labour  roads  in  parishes  where  there  is  much  wood  grown, 
I  am  aware  that  these  roads  have  been  c«t  up  to  a  considerable  extent  by 
the  cartage  of  wood.  This  is  likely  to  increase.  Were  the  assessment  to 
be  borne  by  the  tenants  only,  they  would  be  paying  for  repairs  caused  by 
heavy  traffic  with  which  they  have  no  concern.  The  ordinary  principle  on 
which  woodland  is  valued,  bears  no  relation  to  the  wood  cut,  or  traffic  from 
it.  Taking,  therefore,  into  account  the  nature  of  the  owner's  traffic, 
— wood,  building  materials  for  steadings,  dykes,  drainage  materials,  etc. — 
the  increase  of  rents  arising  from  good  roads,  and  other  circumstances,  I 
think  it  equitable  that  in  any  assessment  for  repair  of  roads  they  sboidd 
bear  a  proportion  of  it,  whether  occupiers  or  not. 


SCHEDULE  OF  LET  OF  TOLLS. 


DrsT. 


6 
6 


Tolls. 


Leadburn 

Romano  Bars 

Harestanes  Bars... 

Rachan 

Bield 

Tweedshaws 

Craigbum 

Tweedalebum 

Scarcerigg 

Milkieston 

Nether  Horsburgh. 

Kailzie 

Gatehopkno  we ..... 

Juniperbank 

Lynesmill 

Meldon 

Newhall 


Tweed  bridge, 


R»»nt  endinjr 

WhitRunday 

184a 


L.       S.  D. 

199  0  0 

76  0  0 

270  0  0 

144  0  0 

87  0  0 

70  0  0 

847  0  0 

254  0  0 

106  0  0 

180  0  0 

30  0  0 

118  0  0 


2380    0    0 


Bent  ending 

Whitsunday 

1858. 


L.   8.  D. 

131  0  0 

45  0  0 

155  0  0 

80  0  0 

30  0  0 

18  0  0 


190  0  0 

337  0  0 

86  0  0 

148  0  0 

15  0  0 

127  0  0 


1362  0  0 
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Peebubsbhire  Statuts  Labour  R04D6. 

(Statement  Aimished  by  Mr  Bathgate.) 

Total  Statute  Labour  Roads  in  County,  106}  miles. 


iia 


Year. 

Bate  of 

ABsessmmt 

per  £100 

Scots. 

AxDonnt  of 
Aflseaameat. 

Ezpei}fl«a  of 
inainteDaaee, 
iDolodiflg  Sur- 
veyor's salary. 

Salaries  and 
Collector's 
poundage. 

1 

Total 
£i^>en8e8. 

1855-^ 
1856-7 
1857-8 

Ayerages, 

£    s.       d 
0  16     3t*2 

0  15    ej% 

0  16    7t*, 

£     8,     d 
397  16  10 

404  12    8 
431  17    1 

£      i.      d. 

474    6    O^t 

357    9    4 
565  19    4 

£     a.    d 

19  17  11 

20  4    7 
2i  11  11 

£      8.     d. 

494    3  11^2 

377  13  11 
587  11    3 

411     8    6 

468  11     7 

20  n    6 

406    9    8 

County 

of 
Peebles. 

Mr  Bathgate. 


There  is  no  debt ;  on  the  contrary^  there  is  a  balance  in  the  hands  of 
the  treasurer.  The  rate  of  assessment  varies  in  the  different  parishes. 
The  rates  giv«n  are  averages  of  the  whole  county. 


Fridasfi  4tA  March  1859. 


MEMBERS  PHESENT. 

Wmiam  Smythe,  Esq.      |      Right  Honble.  Sir  J.  McNeill. 
MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  n.  John  Forrester  J  Esq,,  W.S.,  Examined  :*— 

I  am  clerk  and  treasurer  of  the  1st  District  of  Roads  in  Peebleshire.    I  John 

was  appointed  in  1837,  and  have  acted  since  that  date.  Under  the  Local  Forrester,  Esq. 
Act  (1830,  8  *^0)f  the  General  Trustees  have  power  to  assign  the  tolls  in 
any  district  to  any  trustees  who  may  give  security  for  making  a  road 
within  the  district.  This  dause  was  taken  advantage  of  when  a  new  line 
of  road  was  made  from  Carlops  to  the  confines  of  Lanarkshire.  The 
assignation  was  dated  in  1830t  and  the  road  was  made  immediately 
thereafter,  and  communications  therewith ;  and  ever  since,  the  district  has 
been  kept  quite  separate  from  the  other  county  districts.  The  amount  of 
our  revenue  from  tolls  for  the  year  ending  Whitsunday  1858  was  L.380, 
10s.  This  was  derived  from  four  tolls,  which  are  let.  The  sum  spent, 
during  the  same  period,  on  the  maintenance  of  the  roads  was  L.157, 
13s.  lOd.  upon  16|  miles  of  road.  This  includes  all  the  payments  for 
repairs  on  the.  road.  I  keep  all  the  books  and  accounts  without  any 
allowance  as  derk  and  treasurer,  although  I  have  an  account  for  copying 
papers  and  accounts,  and  travelling  expenses,  and  occasionally  for  law 
charges,  etc.  The  amount  of  our  debt  is  considerable,  a  few  hmidred 
pounds  of  it  consisted  of  a  share  of  the  general  debt  of  the  county  in  1830, 
fixed  under  an  award  of  Sheriff  Duff  of  Edinburgh  in  1831.  At 
Whitsunday  1858,  the  prindpal  sum  of  our  preferable  debt  amounted  to 
L.6480,  lis.  lid.  The  money  was  raised  for  making  the  road  by  five 
trustees,  who  were  personally  bound  for  the  debt,  and,  in  1844,  these 
parties  each  paid  up  their  share  of  the  debt,  and  respectively  took  assig- 
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County      nations  to  the  tolls.    The  debts  are  now  held  by  the  parties  who  represent 
p  ?[.  those  individuals,  and  who  are  now  trustees.    Upon  this  L.6480  I  divide 

annually  whatever  surplus  there  may  be  after  defraying  the  maintenance 

John  of  the  road.  Up  to  the  opening  of  the  Caledonian  Railway,  4  per  cent. 
Forrester,  Esq.  was  paid,  thereafter,  for  two  years,  2  per  cent.,  then  for  five  years,  2^, 
and  since  then  8  per  cent.  The  revenue  varies.  On  an  average  of  seven 
years,  it  has  been  L.360,  17s.,  and  the  expenditure,  136,  6s.  6d.  Out  of 
our  revenue  we  have  to  pay  L.20  per  annum  to  the  2d  District.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  preferable  debt,  we  have  a  sum  of  L.663,  7s.  7d.  of  postponed 
debt,  which  was  incurred  for  expenditure  which  one  of  the  trustees  did  not 
sanction,  but  which  waspaid  up  by  the  remaining  four,  and  is  now  due  to 
their  representatives,  lliere  is  a  further  postpone!  debt  of  L.  536, 10s.  Td., 
being  a  debt  affecting  only  a  particular  line  of  road,  and  expended  on  it 
by  two  proprietors.  We  have  also  an  accumulation  of  unpaid  interest, 
amounting,  in  1858,  to  L.2096,  15s.  lOd.  So  that  upon  our  whole  debt, 
of  nearly  L.  10,000,  preferable  and  postponed,  we  have  only  about  L.200  a 
year  to  appropriate  in  payment  of  mterest. 

We  have  got  no  compensation  from  the  Caledonian  Railway  for  loss  of 
traffic,  although  the  matter  is  still  before  Lord  Neaves  as  arbiter. 

The  revenue  from  the  road  was  never  sufficient  to  enable  us  to  form  a 
sinking  fund  for  paying  off  any  portion  of  the  principal  debt,  but  if  the 
Caledonian  Railway  had  not  been  made,  we  might,  before  this  time,  have 
been  able  to  pay  off  some  of  the  debt. 
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IV.  COUNTY  OF  LINLITHGOW. 


Thundo^^  9d  March  1859. 


KEIIBBBB  FBE8ENT. 

Wniiam  Smytbe,  Esq.  |     Right  Honble.  Sir  John  McNeill. 

MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


Coanty 
of 


No.  I.   William  Waddell,  Esq.,  W.S.,  Examined  :—  LlnliUigow. 

•  ■ 

I  am  clerk  and  treasurer  to  the  turnpike  road  between  Edinburgh  and  William 
Gla^ov  by  Bathgate  and  Airdrie,  and  have  been  so  since  1834.  It  Waddell,  Esq. 
extends  for  about  30  miles  from  the  bridge  over  the  Almond,  near  Kirk- 
liston, to  Balliestown,  in  the  county  of  Lanark,  within  four  miles  of 
Glasgow.  About  one-half  of  the  road  is  situated  in  the  county  of  Linlith- 
gow, and  the  remaining  half  in  the  county  of  Lanark.  This  road,  with 
certain  branch  roads  connected  therewith,  has  always  been  a  separate  and 
distinct  Trust  under  a  special  Act  of  Parliament.  Our  last  Act  was 
dated  in  1831,  to  endure  for  31  years.  The  Trustees  consist  of  all  Com- 
missioners of  Supply  in  the  two  counties  within  the  parishes  through 
which  the  road  passes.  We  have  two  statutory  meetings  in  the  year,  and 
adjourned  meetmgs  when  necessary.  The  tolls  on  the  30  miles  of  road 
are  fiye  in  number,  three  in  Lanark  and  two  in  Linlithgow,  beside;  check 
bars.  One  is  on  the  confines  of  the  county  of  Linlithgow,  and  is  within 
two  miles  of  a  toll-bar  on  the  Edinburgh  side,  in  the  county  of  Edinburgh  ; 
another  of  our  bars  is  at  the  west  extremity  of  the  road,  at  Baillieston ; 
and  there  is  another  toll-bar  between  that  and  Glasgow,  under  the  Shotts 
Trust.  Omr  tolls  at  present  are  all  let,  except  some  of  the  checks,  which 
we  keep  in  our  own  hands.  I  will  furnish  a  list  of  the  different  tolls,  with 
the  sum  for  which  each  was  respectiyely  let  for  the  year  from  15th  May 
1857  to  15th  May  1858,  and  also  of  the  side  bars,  with  the  sums  taken  at 
^ch.  Our  tolls  arc  let  by  public  roup,  after  being  adyertised  in  the 
newspapers,  and  occasionally  we  haye  kept  some  of  them  in  our  own 
handls  when  the  offers  did  not  seem  adequate.  In  addition  to  the  reyenue 
from  tolls,  we  receiyed,  in  the  year  ending  Whitsunday  1858,  certain  sums 
^y  way  of  composition,  which  amounted  to  L.119,  3s.  5d. 

Our  debt  consists  of  two  classes,  preferable  and  postponed.  The  pre- 
ferable is  the  original  debt  of  the  Trust,  and  stands  upon  the  security  of 
the  tolls,  without  any  personal  liability  on  the  part  of  any  of  the  Trustees. 
It  amounted  at  Whitsunday  1858  to  £.37,258, 5s.  Id.,  upon  which  interest 
At  the  rate  of  fiye  per  cent,  is  calculated;  and  such  portion  of  the 
uiterest  as  ii  not  paid  in  any  year,  is  put  down  as  an  arrear,  and  as  consti- 
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Connty       tuting  also  a  preferable  debt.     This  amounted  at  Wbitsnnday  1858  to 
J,  ..^^  L. 2,171,  Is.  4d.    There  is  also  L.306»  6s.  3d.  due  for  land  occupied  by 

gow.  ^y^^  road.  The  postponed  debt  consisted  at  the  same  date  of  L.22,000 — 
William  L.17,C00  being  a  principal  sum  advanced  by  the  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow 
Waddell,  Esq.  Railway  in  pursuance  of  §  64  of  their  Act,  1  and  2  Vict.,  1838  (part  of 
which  was  applied  in  paying  off  debts  to  creditors  holding  personal  obliga- 
tions  from  the  Trustees,  in  addition  to  the  security  of  the  tolls)  ;  and  also 
a  principal  sum  of  L.4,500,  advanced  upon  like  terms  by  the  Edinburgh 
and  Batngate  Railway  Company.  The  arrangement  in  regard  to  these 
sums  is,  that  interest  at  five  per  cent,  should  be  payable  upon  the  prefer- 
able debt  before  the  Railway  Companies  could,  as  postponed  creditors, 
receive  any  interest  on  acooutit  of  their  advances.  For  the  ten  years 
previous  to  Whitsunday  1858  the  revenue  has  been  sufficient  to  pay 
interest  on  the  preferable  debt  at  the  following  rates : — 

At  Whitsunday  1646,  at  -  - 


Do. 

1849,  at 

Do. 

1850,  at 

Do. 

1851,  at 

Do. 

1852,  at 

Do. 

1853,  at 

Do. 

1854,  at 

Do. 

1855,  at 

Do. 

1856,  at 

Do. 

1857,  at 

Do. 

1858,  at 

4^  per  cent 

6i 

99 

6i 

M 

^ 

99 

4 

l» 

4 

M 

4 

» 

4 

W 

4* 

99 

5 

>» 

4i 

39 

The  revenue  at  Whitsunday  1858  would  liave  afforded  5}  per  cent,  had 
it  not  been  dimini^ed  by  the  expense  of  a  parliamentary  opposition  to  the 
Monkland  Railway  Extension  Act,  1857.    The  accumulation  of  unpaid 
arrears  of  interest  to  the  railways,  calculated  at  4  per  cent.,  amounted  at 
Whitsunday  1858  to  L.11,939,  Is.  7id.     These  last  accumulations  of 
interest  I  consider  perfectly  valueless;  and  nearly  the  same  may  be  said 
even  of  the  principal.  But  I  consider  the  L.37,258, 5s.  Id.  and  L.306, 5s.  3d. 
a  good  debt  in  the  hands  of  the  holders,  for  the  most  part  the  representa- 
tives of  Trustees  who  were  chiefly  the  original  proprietors  along  the  line 
of  road;  but  I.  do  not  think  it  would  be  very  saleable  in  the  market,  as  it 
is  liable  to  be  affected  by  a  diminution  of  the  tolls,  and  other  circumstances. 
The  revenue  of  the  road  is  primarily  liable  for  its  maintenance.     The 
funds  we  collect  by  toll  are  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  besides  the  payment 
of  interest,  as  already  stated. 
The  expenditure  for  the  year  ending  Whitsunday  1858  was  as  follows : — 

Repairs,  including  surveyor's  salary,  -    L.  1,446  12    3 

Expense  attending  opposition  in  Parliament 
to  the  Monkland,  Airdrie,  and  Coatbridge 
Railway, 478    9    4 

Expense  of  Management,  including  Clerk, 
Treasurer,  and  Incidents,  - 


Paid  for  Interest  of  Debt, 


138 

8 

7 

L.2,063  10 
1,692  14 

2 

L.3,766 

4 

lU 

So  that  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  road  does  not  amount  to  half  the 
revenue.  "^^ 


Noies  of  Evidence,  1 17 

Since  tbe  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  Railway  was  made,  the  parties  who       Conntj 
use  the  road,  which  is  chiefly  for  local  traffic,  are  the  parties  who  pay      .   .^ 
the  tolls.    There  is  hardly  any  through  traffic.  .  I-^hgow. 

Mr  M'Connell,  our  surveyor,  could  probably  furnish  the  Commissioners      William 
with  a  statement  of  the  cost  of  cdlection  at  the  toll-bars,  when  any  of  the  Waddell,  Esq. 
tolls  are  not  let  by  public  roup.    Mr  Bankine,  road  surveyor,  Airdrie,  is 
the  District  Surveyor, 

I  do  not  think  that  the  landed  proprietors  along  the  line  would  like  to 
pay  an  assessment  on  lands  and  heritages  in  lieu  of  tolls,  because  much  of 
the  .damage  done  to  the  road  in  Lanarkshire  is  by  mineral  traffic  and 
parties  connected  with  public  works,  which  sudi  an  assessment  would  not 
reach.  These  ironmasters  do  not  goierallv  cart  with  their  own  carts,  but 
contract  for  their  carriages,  and  I  do  not  think  they  could  be  reached  by 
any  assessment,  except  upon  means  and  substance. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  of  advantage,  in  point  of  economy  as 
well  as  in  other  respects,  if  the  various  Trusts  in  certain  districts  were 
consolidated,  and  the  statute  labour  roads  included  under  the  same 
management.  At  'present,  the  statute  labour  assessment  ia  applied 
parochially,  and  there  is  generally  a  surveyor  for  each  parish. 

I  am  myself  a  proprietor  in  the  parish  of  Shotts,  in  Lanarkshire.  The 
statute  labour  assessment  is  levied  under  a  fecial  Act  for  Lanarkshire, 
and  is  upon  ploughgates,  the  number  of  which  remains  tbe  same, 
although  the  rates  vary  every  year  according  to  requirement. 

If  an  assessment  were  imposed  in  lieu  of  tolls,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say 
on  what  principles  the  whole  debt  on  the  road  should  be  apportioned 
between  the  two  counties  of  Lanark  and  Linlithgow.  The  amount  of 
revenue  and  expense  of  upholding  tbe  road  are  different.  The  creditors 
might  object  to  any  change  or  restriction  of  the  security  held  by  them. 


LIST  of  Toll-Bars,  Check  and  Side  Babs,  on  the  Bathgate  and 
Airdrie  Turnpike,  and  State  of  Collectign  thereat  for  year  from 
15th  May  1857  to  15th  May  185& 

I.  TolIt-Bars — 

1.  Baillieston,         -            -            .           -  L.  551  0  0 

2.  Airdrie,              ....  565  0  0 

3.  Bathgate  and  Armadale,  -  -  1,065  0  0 
4. .  Newliston,  ....  220  0  0 
5.  Bedlormie,         -           -           -           -  79  8  2 


IL  Side  or  Check  Bars — 

1.  Coatdyke  (let),  -  -    L.825  0  0 

2.  Broxburn,          -  .  78  11  3^ 

3.  Coatbridge,        -  -  97  19  2 

4.  Langloan,           -  -  4  18  7 

5.  Redrew,             -  -  20  10  0 

6.  Airdrie,  etc.,      -  -  89  0  4 

7.  Glenmavis,  ete.9  -  10  3  3 

8.  Houston  and  Dedunont,  9  11  6 


L.2,480    8    2 


1,135  14    1^ 
Ii.d,616    2    3^ 
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County 

of 

Edinborgh. 


Robert  R. 
Glen,  Esq. 


Tuuday^  Sth  March  1859. 


MEMBERS  FRESEirr. 

William  Smjtbe,  Esq.  |     Right  Honble.  Sir  John  McNeill. 

MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  II.  Robert  Riddoch  Gkn,  Esq.,  Writer,  Linlithgow,  Examined : — 

I  am  clerk  to  two  of  the  Turnpike  Tmsts  in  the  county  of  Linlithgow — 
viz.,  the  Gleuch  Trust,  and  the  Cramond  Bridge,  Queensferry,  and  Lin- 
lithgow Trust.  The  former  office  I  have  held  for  six  months,  the  latter 
since  1845. 

The  Cramond  Trust  is  constituted  under  11  Geox^e  IV.,  cap.  109, 29th 
May  1830.  There  was  originally  a  separate  Act  for  Cramond  Bridge  ; 
but  that  Act  having  now  expired,  the  upholding  of  the  bridge  falls  jointly 
on  the  Cramond  Trust,  in  the  county  of  Edinburgh,  and  the  Cramond  and 
Queensferry  Trust,  in  the  county  of  Linlithgow.  When  the  Act  expired, 
there  was  a  surplus  amounting  to  L.2d7,  Us.  7d.,  which  was  apportioned 
between  these  two  sets  of  Trustees — ^two  third  parts  being  paid  to  the 
Trustees  of  Cramond  District,  in  the  county  of  Mid  Lothian;  the  remain- 
ing third  part  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Cramond  and  Queensferry  Road,  in 
the  county  of  Linlithgow.  The  sum  given  to  our  Trust  was  L.79, 3s.  lOd.y 
and  it  was  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  debt. 

We  have  four  toll-bars  and  two  checks  on  the  road  under  our  Trust, 
and  for  the  year  from  Whitsunday  1857  to  Whitsunday  1858  our  revenue 
amounted — 

From  toll  rents,  to  .  -  -    L.460    0    0 

Compositions  from  stage  coaches,    -  -        219    2    0 

L.679    2    0 


Our  revenue  for  the  year  from  Whitsunday  1845  to  Whitsunday  1846 

was — 

From  tolls,  -  -  -  -    L.  823    0    0 

Mail  coach  dues,     .  -  -  .        292    0    0 


L.1,116    0    0 


The  revenue  from  Whitsunday  1850  to  Whitsunday 

1B51  was— L.581  15    4 


In  1852-^  the  revenue  amounted  to — 
From  tolls. 

Coaches,     -  -  - 

Bent  of  old  toll- house. 


-    L.466  17    3 
230  14    8. 
1  10    0 

L.699     1  11 


For  the  last  five  or  six  years  our  revenue  has  been  pretty  stationary. 

For  many  years  past  the  revenue  has  been  sufficient  to  enable  the 
Trustees  not  only  to  keep  the  roads  in  proper  repair,  and  to  pay  the 
interest  of  their  borrowed  money,  but  likewise  to  clear  off  a  considerable 
amount  of  debt. 

Since  the  year  1834  the  debt  upon  the  road  has  been  gradually  and 
steadily  diminishing.  At  Whitsunday  of  that  year  it  amou)|(ed  in  all  to 
L.8,182,  5s.  6d.     In  1845-46  it  had  been  reduced  to  L.6,043, 148.  4d.y 
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whereof  L.5,500  consisted  of  bonded  debt — the  remainder  of  a  balance       County 
due  upon  the  account  kept  by  the  Trustees  with  the  Union  Bank  of  Scot-  ,^l 

land.     At  WhiUunday  1858  the  debt  had  been  still  further  reduced.     At    ^^""^hgow. 
that  term  it  amounted  to  L. 4,600,  and  consisted  wholly  of  bonded  debt.     Robert  R. 
But,  deducting  from  this  sum  a  balance  of  L.61,  2s.  9d.,  at  the  credit     Gleo^Esq! 
of  the  Trustees  in  their  account  with  the  Bank — the  last  instalments 
of  toll  bills  for  the  year  (which  fell  due  three  days  after  the  term),  and 
a  small  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  surveyor — the  nett  debt  at  Whit- 
sunday 1858  was  only  L. 4,472,  8s.  4d.    Thus,  in  the  course  of  the  last  24 
years,  the  Trustees  have  paid  off  L. 3,709,  17s.  2d.  of  debt.     They  have 
done  so  entirely  from  the  ordinary  revenue  of  the  roads,  without  any 
extraneous  payments  from  other  sources. 

Under  the  bonds  held  by  the  road  creditors  the  Trustees  not  only  assign 
the  toll  duties  in  security  of  the  money  borrowed,  but  bind  themselves 
individually  and  personally,  and  their  heirs,  for  repayment  of  it.  All  the 
bonds  have  repeatedly  phanged  hands  and  been  assigned  to  other  parties 
since  the  loans  were  originally  negotiated.  Invariably,  the  full  sums  due 
were  paid  to  the  creditors  as  the  consideration  of  the  transferences  granted 
of  the  securities.  I  am  quite  satisfied  that  this  would  not  have  been  the 
case,  and  that  the  money  could  not  have  been  got  on  a  simple  assignation  to 
the  toll  dues,  without  the  intervention  also  of  the  personal  obligation  by 
the  Trustees. 

In  any  arrangement  for  the  abolition  of  tolls,  I  consider  these  debts 
worth  the  full  amounts  due  under  the  bonds,  by  reason  of  the  personal 
obligation  thereby  undertaken  by  the  Trustees  for  repayment  of  the  money. 

There  has  been  no  alteration  in  the  rate  of  tolls  since  I  have  acted  as 
clerk,  and  no  expensive  improvement  for  a  number  of  years.  The  length 
of  the  road  is  15  miles,  9  chains.  The  expense  of  maintenance,  including 
surveyor's  salary  in  1857-8,  was  L.313,  16s.  5id.,  and  the  clerk's  salary 
L.20. 

The  Clench  Trust,  of  which  I  am  also  clerk,  is  constituted  under  the 
Act  1  and  2  Vict.,  cap.  73  (4th  July  1838).  At  Whitsunday  1858  the 
balance  in  the  bands  of  the  treasurer  was  L.  1,121,  15s.  lOd.,  and  there  is 
no  debt.  At  that  term  there  was  also  due  to  the  Trust  an  arrear  of  toll 
rent,  amounting  to  L.86, 15s.,  and  the  Trustees  had  also  a  further  sum  of 
L.600  at  their  credit.  The  revenue  from  tolls  amounted  last  year  to 
L.732,  4s.,  which  is  levied  at  14  toll-bars  and  cheeks,  which  are  all  let. 
The  length  of  the  road  is  22  miles,  4  furlongs. 

The  revenue  from  tolls  in  1845-6  was~  -    L.962    0    0 

Do.  1860-1  .  -        988     0    0 

Do.  1862-3  -  -      1,046     0     0 

I  attribute  the  diminution  of  revenue  in  great  measure  to  the  opening  of 
branch  railways  in  the  district.  I  think  that  diminution  is  likely  to  be 
greater.  The  expense  of  maintenance,  including  surveyor's  salary  for 
1857-8,  was  L.666,  4s.  8d.  The  revenue  at  present  is  quite  sufficient  for 
keeping  the  road  in  excellent  repair.  In  the  course  of  the  last  six  or 
eight  years,  several  expensive  improvements  have  been  made  upon  this 
road.    These  have  been  found  of  very  great  advantage 

I  am  not  aware  of  any  reason  why  the  Clench  and  the  Cramond  Bridge, 
Queensferry,  and  Linlithgow  Trusts  should  not  be  consolidated.  1  am  of 
opinion  that  economy  would  result  from  the  union.  I  think  you  generally 
find  that  a  large  extent  of  road  can  be  more  economically  managed  by  one 
than  by  a  number  of  separate  Trusts. 

I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  statute  labour  roads  should  be  united 
with  the  turnpikes  in  management,  the  railways  have  made  so  great  a 
difference  in  the  traffic.  They  have  tended  to  diminish  the  traffic  on  the 
turnpike  ro^,  and  largely  increased  it  on  the  statute  labour  roads  in 
several  distircts  of  the  county. 


120  Turnpike  Road  Inquiry — Scotland. 

Camty  The  statnte  Jabour  assessinent  is  raisec!  principally  on  ploughgates,  and 

Pj^  is  levied  and  applied  parochially.     In  Whitburn  they  have  it  as  a  rate  on 

Linlithgow,    ij^j^eg^  j  believe.     I  hand  in  a  state  shewing  the  average  cost  of  maintain- 
Robert  R.     ^"S  ^^^  statnte  labour  roads  in  the  county  for  three  years  ending  Whit- 
Glen,  £8q.    Sunday  1868,  and  the  rates  of  assessment  in  the  different  parishes.     Tlie 
funds  are  generally  sufficient  to  keep  the  statute  labour  roads  in  the 
parish  of  Linlithgow  in  pretty  good  order.     I  believe  they  are  also  sufficient 
in  other  parishes,  except  where  there  are  quarries  or  mineral  works.     We 
find  it  very  difficult  to  make  the  proprietors  or  mineral  tenants  contribute  a 
sttra  equal  to  the  injury  which  is  done  to  the  roads  by  the  traffic  from  their 
works.    There  is  a  considerable  amount  of  carting  from  some  of  the  coal 
and  iron-stone  pits  to  the  railways  for  consumption  in  Edinburgh  and 
elsewhere ;  and  this  is  also  the  case  ^th  free-stone  quarries,  especially 
the  Binny  Quarry.     Our  Statute  Labour  Act  does  not  enable  us  to  assess 
these  mineral  works  or  quarries  on  their  rental,  or  to  reach  them  in  any 
way. 
I  will  furnish  a  state  of  sums  received  by  the  Clench  Trust  from  railway 
'  companies  as  compensation.     I  observe  that  in  1840  there  was  a  debt  of 
L. 2,760  upon  the  road,  which  has  been  paid  off  partly  by  the  sums  so 
derived,  but  chiefly  from  surplus  revenue,  which  has  been  considerable  for 
many  years  byepast. 

I  am  also  town  clerk  to  the  burgh  of  Linlithgow.  There  has  been  no 
statute  labour  money  levied  within  the  burgh  for  several  years  past, 
although  there  is  a  power  under  the  Act  to  assess  householders.  The 
mf^strates  of  the  burgh  maintain  the  streets  and  roads  out  of  the  Cor- 
poration Funds.  Part  of  the  roads  maintained  by  the  Cramond,  the 
Cleuch,  and  the  Linlithgovr  and  Kirkliston  Turnpike  Trusts  run  for  very 
short  distances  within  the  parliamentary  boundaries  of  the  burgh ;  but  I 
believe  no  part  of  the  turnpike  roads  lie  within  the  old  royalty  of  the 
burgh.  The  Corporate  Funds  arise  from  property,  dues  on  goods  passing 
into  Of  through  the  town,  which  are  paid  according  to  a  Tablie,  a  copy  of 
which  i  will  fiimish.  'These  dues  are  annually  let,  and  bring  in  a  revenue 
of  about  L.340.  The  maintenance  of  the  causeway  is  not  a  primary 
charge  on  these  particular  funds,  but  I  sliouM  think  the  magistrates 
would  be  liable  to  maintain  the  streets  of  the  burgh  out  of  the  Corporate 
Funds  in  general.  The  sum  expended  annually  upon  the  streets  and 
roads  within  the  bui*gh  amounts  on  an  average  to  L.30  or  thereby,  ex- 
clusive of  the  wages  of  a  party  who  does  the  duty  of  scavenger  and  lamp- 
lighter at  a  wage  of  13s.  a  week,  and  who  is  so  employed  throughout  the 
whole  year.  This  is  entirely  expended  on  roads  and  streets  within  the 
royalty. 

The  valuation  of  the  county,  including  railways  and  canal,  in  1866-9, 
was  as  follows — 

1.  Landward  part  of  county, 

2.  Railways  and  Canal  within  the  .same, 
S.  Burgh  of  Linlithgow, 
4.  Railway  and  Canal  witkin  the  saime, 
d.  Burgh  of  South  Queensferry, 


The  Linlithgow  Trust  has  a  toll  within  ibe  parliamentary  boundary  of 
the  burgh  of  Linlithgow,  which  does  not  dear  any  of  the  other  bars. 

I  am  not  aware  that  tbere  is  any  strong  feeling  in  the  burgh  of  Lin- 
lithgow or  the  neighbourhood  against  tolls.  Cominaints  more  generally 
come  f^om  parties  on  the  borders  of  counties,,  who  have  to.  pay  to  more 
than  one  Trust. 
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LnniiTHGOw,  l4Jh  March  1859.  County 

The  stuns  receired  by  tlie  Cleuch  Trust  from  railway  companies  were  Liuji^uroir 

as  follow —  z 

1852,  August  4.    From  the  Kdinburgh  and  Glasgow  Rail-  Robert  R. 

waj  Co.,  in  respeet  of  branch  line  from  Glen»  Esq. 

Wil^ntown,  Momingside,  and  Golt- 

ness    Railway,    near    Whitburn,    to 

Bathgate,      ....    L.700    0    d 

1853,  June  27.      From  Monklands  Railway  Company,  in 

respect  of  Slamannan  and  Bo'ness 
branch  line,  with  Interest  from  12th 
December  1849, — ^per  decret  of  the 
Court  of  Session,       ...      290712    5 

L.3607  12    6 


No.  in. — John  Dawson^  Esq.,  Provost  of  Linlithgow,  Examined : — 

The  streets  and  roads  within  the  royalty  of  the  burgh  are  maintained  John 
out  of  the  corporate  funds.  There  is  no  assessment  levied  on  the  burgh  Dawson,  Esq. 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  roads.  At  one  time  statute  labour  money 
was  levied,  but  it  has  fallen  into  disuse.  The  Tui-npike  Road  Trustees 
do  not  maintain  the  part  of  road  within  the  royalty  passing  through  the 
town.  There  is  about  a  mile  of  it,  and  it  is  entirely  maintained  by  the 
burgh.  The  burgh  treasurer  takes  charge  of  it.  The  streets  and  lanes 
within  the  royalty  may  cost  for  maintenance  about  L.25  per  annum. 

There  are  no  complaints  of  the  tolls  in  the  burgh  ;  there  is  not  much 
inconvenience  or  annoyance  felt  from  them. 

The  bridge  over  the  Avon  is  maintained  by  the  burgh,  and  we  have 
a  pontage  on  it.  Which  goes  into  our  town  funds.  We  are  bound  to  keep 
up  the  bridge  under  the  charter  we  hold  from  Charles  II.  The  burgh 
customs  are  2d.  a  cart,  and  the  pontage  4d. 

We  do  not  consider  that  we  have  any  concern  with  roads  within  the 
parlianientaiT  boundaries,  but  not  within  the  royalty. 

I  think  the  general  feeling  within  the  burgh  is  in  favour  of  the 
abolition  of  tolls ;  but  though  a  number  of  people  are  in  favour  of  it, 
they  find  a  difficulty  in  providing  an  equitable  substitute,  and  I  do  not 
consider  that  the  interests  of  the  burgh  are  materially  involved  in  the 
question. 

I  think  if  tolls  were  abolished,  a  tax  should  be  raised  on  property, 
and  a  farmer  keeping  12  horses  should  pay  on  one-third  of  them.  Gentle- 
men's carriage  horses  should  pay  the  frill  rate,  and  carters'  and  carriers' 
horses  should  pay  something  less. 


^H* 


Wednetdayy  9th,March  1859. 

MEMBEBS  FBESENT  : — 

William  Smythe,  Esq.       |      Right  Honble.  Sir  John  M'Neill. 
MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  IV.— ^oAfi  Hardkj  Esq.,  Sheriff-Clerk  Depute  of  Linlithgowshire, 

tSxamined :— * 

I  have  been  derk  to  the  Linlithgow  Turnpike  Trust  Semt  nearly  20  J.  Hardie,  Esq. 
yean.    It  is  constituted  undav  an  Act  passed  in  1831»  whi«h  waa  a  re- 
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County      newal  of  a  former  Act,  49  Geo.  III.,  cap.  38.      Our  revenue  ft)r  the  year 

of  ending  Whitsunday  1868,  amounted  to  Li.519,  78.  8d.,  besides  a  small  sum 

Linlithgow.    ^£  l  3^  ^g    g^    ^^  interest  on  bank  account^  and  arose  from  tolls,  of 

J.  Hardie  Bsq.  ^^^^^  there  are  two,  and  one  check  bar,  which  is  always  let  along  with 

'        the  other  bars.     Our  tolls  during  the  last  20  years  have  always  been 

let,  with  the  exception  of  two  years,  when  the  Trustees  took  them  into 

their  own  hands,  but  that  was  found  to  be  attended  with  trouble,  and 

it  yielded  no  additional  revenue.    Our  tolls  are  generally  taken  by  the 

same  parties.     Although  in  some  years  there  is  considerable  competition 

and  a  change.     We  consider  that  these  people  know  the  value  of  the 

tolls  pretty  accurately.     During  the  last  eight  or  ten  years  our  revenue 

has  been  pretty  stationary.     We  feared  the  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow 

Railway  would  materially  injure  the  revenue.    It  certainly  had  that 

effect  to  a  very  considerable  extent,  so  far  as  our  income  was  concerned, 

the  tolls  having  fallen,  on  an  average  of  five  years,  to  the  extent  of  L. 330 

per  annum,  as  compared  with  what  they  were  previously,  but  it  has  done 

less  harm  in  another  view  of  the  matter  than  was  anticipated,  because 

the  outlay  on  the  roads  has  been  much  less  than  formerly. 

At  Whitsunday  1840,  we  had  a  debt  of  L.3,853,  7s.  Sd.  Since  that 
time  up  to  Whitsunday  1858,  we  have  paid  off  L.1,775, 17s.  6d. ;  of  this 
sum  L.400  had  been  got  from  the  Railway  Company.  This  reduced  our 
debt  to  L.2,p77j  Os.  9d.,  and  we  had  a  balance  in  bank  of  L.82,  Ids.  8d. 

I  have  made  inquiry  since,  and  find  the  balance  in  our  favour  a  little 
increased. 

The  length  of  the  road  may  be  described  as  about  14  miles. 

The  expenditure  on  repair  and  maintenance  in  the  year  ending  at 
Whitsunday  1858,  was — 

Manual  labour,  .... 

Materials,      .  •  .  .  . 

Tradesmen's  bills,      .... 

Improvements  on  walls. 

Incidental  expenses,  and  derk  and  surveyor's  salaries, 


The  present  bonded  debt  is  held  by  two  parties,  and  we  have  paid  the 
market  rate  of  interest  on  such  loans.  The  first  bond  belongs  to  Lord 
Hopetoun,  and  is  secured  by  an  assignation  to  the  tolls.  The  other  is 
secured  by  the  personal  obligation  of  the  acting  Trustees.  When  we 
have  had  occasion  to  pay  up  a  bond,  we  found  no  difficulty  in  borrowing 
from  other  parties  at  the  market  rate  of  interest ;  but  this  would  not 
have  been  the  case  without  the  additional  security  of  the  personal  obli- 
gation of  the  Trustees. 

I  cannot  give  an  opinion  as  to  the  consolidation  of  the  different  Trusts 
in  the  county  into  one.  So  far  as  I  know  the  opinion  of  the  county 
gentlemen^  they  are  averse  to  such  consolidation.  Economy  and  effi- 
ciency in  management  might  result  from  it — 1  cannot  tell — but  I  do  not 
think  greater  economy  or  efficiency  could  be  introduced  into  the  particular 
Trust  to  which  I  am  clerk. 

I  do  not  myself  know  much  about  the  management  of  the  statute 
labour  roads;  but  I  know  nothing  to  prevent  their  being  managed 
along  with  the  turnpike  roads. 

I  have  occasionally  had  a  difficulty  in  getting  a  statutory  quorum  of 
Trustees  to  attend.  The  difficulty  has  not  occurred  of  late.  Personallj 
I  should  have  no  objection  to  see  some  of  the  influential  tenants  intro- 
duced into  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  Trust.  I  doubt  whether 
that  would  be  agreeable  to  the  present  acting  Trustees,  unless  those 
tenants  undertook  a  share  of  the  money  responsibiUties  connected  with 
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tlie  management.     I  am  aware  that  complaints  hare  been  made  about       County 
the  tolls  by  parties  living  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Kirkliston.     There  is    ^  •  i-?h 
a  new  village  of  Kirkliston,  as  well  as  an  old  one.     One  is  on  the  Edin-  '    ^^^' 

burgh  road — the  other  is  not.     There  is  a  check-bar  there  which  has  j.  Hardie,  Esq. 
occasionally  given  rise  to  complaints.      It  lies  southward  of  the  old 
Tillage,  and  the  object  of  it  is  to  prevent  people  from  evading  the  toll. 


No.  Y.^Mr  WaUer  Scott,  Tacksman  of  Cramond  Bridge  Toll, 

Examined : — 

I  am  tacksman  of  eleven  turnpikes  in  Peeblesshire,  and  two  in  Linlith-  Mr  W.  Scott 
gow,  besides  two  in  the  western  district  of  Fife. 

I  have  one  toll  in  Peeblesshire  for  which  I  allow  the  collector  12s.  per 
week.  The  others  are  collected  by  old  men  past  work,  or  by  the  wives 
of  men  who  work  upon  the  road.  To  such  I  would  allow  3s.  or  2s.  a 
week.  I  have  no  security  for  their  making  a  faithful  return  of  the  col- 
lections, except  their  character,  and  a  check  kept  on  them  by  myself  or 
a  friend  who  acts  for  me ;  but  the  amounts  drawn  vary  so  much,  that 
such  checks  cannot  always  be  a  ^rfect  security.  Just  as  at  Cramond 
Bridge,  some  weeks  we  are  L.2  above  other  weeks. 

In  taking  tolls  I  always  expect  and  calculate  upon  getting  a  profit, 
but  I  have  had  heavy  losses. '  It  takes  considerable  profits  one  year  to 
make  up  for  the  losses  of  another. 

If  the  collection  at  the  Mid-Lothian  tolls  averages  10  per  cent.,  I 
would  say  that  was  a  very  high  rate.  I  think  some  of  the  toll-keepers 
in  Mid-Lothian  are  very  inefficient,  and  such  as  a  tacksman  would  not 
appoint  under  him.  It  requires  considerable  tact  and  acuteness  to  enable 
a  man  to  collect  a  toll  properly,  such  as  counting  sheep,  etc. 

Taking  the  tolls  1  know  of,  I  would  think  the  average  expense  of  col- 
lection, including  my  own  profits,  would  certainly  be  under  L.20  per 
annum  at  each  toll  bar. 

Where  a  man  takes  a  toll  to  collect  and  live  in  it  himself,  he  would 
require  at  least  the  wages  of  an  ordinary  labourer  as  remuneration. 


Friday,  \%th  March  1869. 


MEMBEBS  PRESENT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.  |         Bight  Honble.  Sir  J.  McNeill. 

Duncan  M'Laren,  Esq. 

jMR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  VI. —  William  Blair,  Esq.  of  Avontown,  Examined : — 

I  am  a  proprietor  in  the  county  of  Linlithgow.  The  two  road  Trusts  W.  Blair,  Esq. 
with  which  I  am  concerned  are  the  Clench  Trust  and  the  Linlithgow 
Boad  Trust— principally  the  former.  The  Clench  Trust  was  in  a  very 
satisfactory  condition  as  regards  funds,  some  years  ago,  but  we  have 
been  subjected  to  heavy  expenses  for  several  years,  in  consequence  of  some 
improvements  we  have  made.  We  contemplate  another  improvement 
which  may,  perhaps,  exhaust  our  surplus  funds.  We  have,  however,  no 
debt.  It  was  thought  advisable  to  accumulate  the  surplus  I  have  re- 
ferred to  for   improvements,  rather  than  to  reduce   the   tolls.     Our 
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Count}*      present  revenue  is  quite  sufficient  to  keep  the  roads  in  good  order.    I 

.  J^  anticipate  that  ouri  revenue  will  be  maintained  nearly  at  its  present 

Liniithgoir.    g^Q^QUQt ;  I  see  no  reason  to  look  for  any  serious  reduction,  unless,  perhaps, 

W.  Blair,  £sq.  ^y  prolongation  of  the  Bathgate  railway,  and  extension  of  its  facUities. 

But  there  may  be  a  great  increase  of  expenditure  from  the  greater 

extent  of  mineral  traffic,  which  at  present  applies  chiefly  to  the  north 

and  south  ends  of  the  road  to  the  railways,  and  it  is  supposed  that  it  is 

likely  to  extend  to  the  district  in  the  middle  of  the  course  of  the  road. 

The  railways  have  carried  off  a  considerable  portion  of  the  through 

traffic,  but  this  applies  more  to  the  other  road,  which  is  a  competing 

line,  than  to  this  one,  which  is  a  feeding  line.     The  road  runs  across  in 

the  direction  from  north  to  south.     The  parties  who  pay  the  tolls  now 

are  not  entirely  the  parties  resident  in  the  district    I  allude  prindpally 

to  passenger  traffic — carriages  conveying  persons  rather  than  goods. 

The  Commissioners  of  Supply  of  the  county  have  resolved  affainst  the 
abolition  of  tolls.  They  thought  any  substitute  in  lieu  of  tolls  would 
throw  a  heavy  burden  on  land,  and  would  be  a  local  tax  for  a  purpose  not 
purely  locals  but  partly  general. 

As  far  as  regards  traffic  in  mining  districts,  or  where  there  are  manu- 
factories, the  main  traffic  is  on  statute  labour  roads,  and  these  are  getting 
into  bad  order.  * 

Instead  of  abolishing  tolls,  I  "would  rather  give  power  to  extend  the 
turnpike  system  than  to  diminish  it. 

I  think  the  three  county  Turnpike  Tiiists^  might  be  all  combined  under 
one  Act,  but  I  think  it  as  well  to  keep  the  Trusts  separate.  I  think  the 
roads  would  be  better  attended  to  by  having  separate  Trusts.  The 
existence  of  debt  in  some  of  the  Trusts  would  be  an  obstacle  in  the  way 
of  consolidation  of  tlie  Trusts. 

Practically  the  statute  labour  and  turnpike  roads  in  my  district  aie 
under  one  surveyor,  and  we  find  the  system  answer  very  well.  The 
separate  Trusts  have  separate  surveyors.  Tlie  surveyor  is  a  person  who 
devotes  his  whole  time  to  the  roads.  The  statute  labour  is  raised  and 
applied  parochially.  I  dare  say  there  would  be  no  objection  to  the 
amalgamation  of  parishes,  where  not  very  extensive,  so  as  to  form  a 
]ai*ger  area  than  the  present  parochial  division.  I  think  such  an  arrange- 
ment, however,  would  not  be  so  palatable  to  the  inhabitants,  although 
practically  it  might  be  found  of  benefit. 

If  it  were  considered  desirable  to  do  away  with  tolls,  I  have  not  thought 
of  any  other  plan  that  would  be  so  likely  to  derive  funds  for  maintaining 
the  roads  from  those  using  them<.  I  do  not  think  people  in  my  district 
are  at  all  inclined  to  complain  of  having  to  pay  tolls.  The  county,  as  I 
have  stated,  petitioned  against  their  abolition,  and  in  favour  of  any  new 
system,  being,  at  least,  only  a  permissive  Act.  .  I  believe  the  system  of 
tolls  answers  the  purpose  better  than  the  other. 

I  do  not  think  it  is  requisite  to  add  to  or  alter  the  present  managii^ 
body. 
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V.  COUNTY  OP  BERWICK. 


Thursdayy  Idth  March  1859. 


MEMBERS  PBSSEirr. 

William  Smytlie,  Esq.  |     Right  Honble.  Sir  J.  M<Neill. 

MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 

«  County 

No.  L  Jame*  BotokilL,  Esq.,  Writer,  Ayton,  Examined : —  BerwLk 

I  am  derk  to  the  Easter  District  of  Berwickshire  Tnmpike.  The  Trust  J.  Bowbill,  Esq. 
is  constituted  under  an  Act  2d  William  lY.,  cap.  31  (Local),  passed  in 
1832,  to  ccmtinue  for  31  years.  The  original  Act  relating  to  the  Trust  was 
27  George  III.,  cap.  89.  The  road  begins  about  four  miles  from  Berwick- 
upon-Tweed,  at  Lamberton  Toll,  and  extends  to  Dunglass  Bridge,  a  distance 
of  about  18i  miles.  There  are  four  tolls  on  the  road,  which  are  let 
yearly,  generally  to  the  same  tacksmen.  The  rerenue  arising  from  tolk 
and  compositions  for  the  two  years  ending  Whitsunday  1868,  was— 

1856-7, £621 

1867-8,        -        .        -        -        -  418 

The  revenue  from  tolls  and  compositions  for  the  year  1845-6,  being 
previous  to  the  openii^  of  the  North  British  Railway,  amounted  to  Ll 786, 
146.  Since  that  year  the  revenue  has  greatly  decreased.  In  the  follow- 
ing year,  1846-7,  it  amounted  only  to  L.9879  9s.,  and  there  has  been  a 
gradual  decrease  since,  excepting  in  one  year,  when  from  accidentid  cir- 
cumstances, it  slightly  rose.  I  do  not  apprehend  much  further  decrease, 
but  we  have  considerable  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  r«its  for  the  tolls. 

Although  the  tear  and  wear  of  the  road  has  decreased  in  consequence  of 
the  diminution  of  traffic,  we  find,  nevertheless,  that  there  is  no  correspond- 
ing decrease  in  the  expense  of  maintenance.  I  attribute  this  to  the  cir- 
cumstance of  a  former  surveyor  having  allowed  the  road  to  get  into  a  bad 
state  of  repair,  and,  in  order  to  get  it  into  a  satisfiictory  condition  again, 
we  have  been  obliged  to  incur  even  a  greater  outlay ;  and  we  are  now 
making  use  of  a  better  material,  although  at  an  increased  expense  for 
carriage.  The  expense  of  maintenance,  including  cleric  and  surveyor's 
salary,  for  the  year  ending  May  1857,  was  L.535,  6b.  7d.,  but  1  should 
mention  that  of  this  sum,  L.160, 15s.  6d.  was  the  expense  incurred  in 
connection  with  assignations  to  the  tolls  in  favour  of  the  Trustees  who  had 
become  personally  liable,  and  who  had  paid  up  the  several  amounts  for 
which  they  were  responsible.  In  the  year  ending  Whitsunday  1858,  the 
expense  of  maintenance  and  management  was  L.346y  10s»  lOd. 
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Connty  The  amount  of  debt  in  1828  was  about  L.  19,500.     This  was  secured  bj 

^^.  bonds  and  promissory  notes,  for  which  some  of  the  Trustees  were  pcrsonallj 

Berwick,  jjable.  Our  present  debt  amounts  to  about  L.8500.  The  diminution 
J.Bowbill  Esq.^^  arisen  from  our  having  paid  a  portion  of  the  debt  out  of  the  surplus 
revenue  arising  from  tolls,  but  principally  from  a  payment  of  L.94I5 
received  from  the  North  British  Railway  Company,  for  which  sum  the 
Railway  Company  rank  as  postponed  creditors.  In  the  year  1856-7  the 
Trustees  entered  into  an  arrangement,  by  which  those  parties  who  were 
personally  liable  paid  up  their  respective  sums,  and  received  assignations 
to  the  bonds.  Up  to  that  date  the  revenues  had  not  been  sufficient  to  enable 
us  to  pay  interest  to  the  creditors  for  these  debts  without  encroaching^ 
on  a  balance  we  had  due  by  the  Commercial  Bank,  our  treasurers.  The 
interest  was  paid  at  the  market  rate.  Since  1856-7,  no  interest  was  paid 
^  till  Whitsunday  1858,  when  interest  was  paid  at  the  rate  of  2  per  cent,  for 

the  year.  The  Trustees  have  constituted  the  unpaid  interest  upon  the 
debt,  calculated  at  the  rate  of  4  per  cent,  as  an  additional  debt  against 
the  Trust.  This  would  form  an  addition  to  the  debt,  as  at  Whitsunday 
1858,  of  L. 508,  88.  Id.  We  may  perhaps  be  enabled  to  pay  an  increased 
per  centage  in  future,  if  we  can  reduce  the  cost  of  repair  and  management 
without  detriment  to  the  road.  I  may  state  that  some  of  our  Road  Trustees, 
referring  to  the  10th  section  of  our  Act,  consider  that  the  revenue  derived 
from  tolls  is  applicable  to  the  payment  of  debt  in  the  first  place,  and  to  the 
repair  of  the  roads  secondarily  only.  This  is  grounded  upon  the  terms  of 
the  said  10th  section  of  the  Act,  which  specifies  the  repayment  of  the  debt 
before  the  keeping  in  repair  of  the  roads.  Supposing  the  whole  revenue 
were  applicable  to  payment  of  the  debt  and  interest,  or  even  the  full  rate 
of  interest,  the  sum  left  would  not  be  sufficient  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
road.  I  see  no  chance  of  the  postponed  debt  due  to  the  railway  ever  being 
paid. 

I  know  that  there  are  some  complaints  as  to  the  distribution  of  the 
statute  labour  money ;  but,  if  the  Commissioners  wish  for  information,  I 
would  rather  refer  them  to  the  parties  immediately  interested. 

There  are  great  complaints  of  the  high  rates  of  toll  charged  on  our 
road.  Between  Ayton  and  Berwick  (a  distance  of  eight  miles),  a  horse  and 
gig  would  have  to  pay  two  tolls  at  9d.,  and  one  at  3d.  With  the  excq>- 
tion  of  the  rates  charged  on  carts,  our  tolls  are  mostly  at  the  maximum 
allowed  by  the  Act.  There  is  also  a  toll  between  Ayton  and  the  railway 
station,  a  distance  of  about  one-fourth  of  a  mile. 

Parties  are  not  agreed  in  opinion  as  to  what  would  be  an  equitable 
substitute  for  tolls.  1  would  myself  prefer  a  system  of  conversion  on  the 
principles  contained  in  the  Act  of  1845,  imposing  an  assessment  on  pro- 
perty. 

I  should  think  there  would  be  a  great  saving  if  statute  labour  roads  and 
turnpikes  were  all  placed  under  one  management,  and  I  think  the  roads 
would  be  better  attended  to  if  one  surveyor  had  them  all  under  his  chaige, 
at  an  adequate  salary. 


No.  II James  Ourh  RobsoUy  Esq.,  Writer^  Dunse,  Examined : — 

James  C.         I  ftm  joint  clerk  of  certain  Turnpike  Trusts  in  the  county  of  Berwick, 
Bobson,  Esq.  viz.,  the  Greenlaw  Turnpike  (Deanbum  District)  Trust,  and  the  Cold- 
stream Bridge  Trust.    The  Greenlaw  Turnpike  ^Deanbum  District  and 
Comhill  District),  and  Coldstream  Bridge,  are  all  under  one  Act,  dated 
1846.     The  original  Act  was  33  Geo.  II. 

With  regard  to  the  Coldstream  Bridge,  I  may  state  that  there  is  a 
large  sum  accumulated  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees,  amounting,  as  at 
Whitsunday  1858,  to  L.8678,  Is.  lid.    The  application  of  this  sum  is 
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directed  in  terms  of  the  19th  section  of  the  existing  Act.    Of  this  sura,       County 
L.3777,    17s,   8d.  is    lent  to    the    Deanbum    District    Trustees^    and  "^ 

Ii.2446,  10s.  lid.  to  the  Comhill  District  Trustees.     We  had  also  at      ^e^^- 
that  date  a  sum  of  L.2129;  178.  6d.  lodged  in  the  Bank  of  Scotland,  and      james  C 
the  remaining  balance  was  in  the  hands  of  the  clerk,  and  L.200  of  that  Bobson,  Esq. 
balance  was  afterwards,  by  direction  of  the  Trustees,  added  to  the  sum 
in  bank.    By  the  Act,  the  surplus  is  to  be  accumulated  up  to  L.  10,000, 
and  will,  after  that  period,  be  applicable,  after  providing  for  the  neces- 
sary upholding  of  the  bridge,  and  the  annual  compensation  to  the  ferry 
boat,  to  the  repair  of  the  Comhill  and  Deanbum  Districts  Turnpike 
Roads.     The  outlay  upon  the  bridge  last  year  amounted  to  L.2,  5s.  6d. 
The  compensation  to  the  ferry  boat  was  L.14,  16s.,  and  the  clerk  and 
surveyor's  salaries  amounted  to  L.25.    For  the  current  year,  the  ex- 
penses of  maintenance  will  likely  be  larger,  but  probably  under  L.20. 

On  the  Deanbum  District  Turnpike  Road,  extending  to  23}  miles, 
we  have  three  tolls,  besides  the  one-half  of  Hounslow  Toll,  which  is 
divided  with  the  Comhill  District,  as  well  as  check-gates,  which  I  do  not 
take  into  account,  their  rents  being  included  with  others.  Our  toUs  are 
always  let.  The  amount  of  revenue  derived  from  tolls  in  the  year  ending 
Whitsunday  1857  was  L.871.  For  the  year  ending  Whitsunday  1858 
it  was  L.822,  and  for  the  current  year  it  is  L.754.  There  has  been  a 
considerable  decrease  in  our  revenue  since  1846-7»  in  which  year  it 
amounted  to  L.2320,  15s.  9d.  This  falling  off  is  owing  almost  entirely 
to  the  introduction  of  railways.  We  received  no  compensation  from  the 
railways  for  loss  of  traffic.  I  would  wish  to  state  that  this  was  the  great 
mail  road  between  Edinburgh  and  London,  and  that  large  sums  of 
money  were  laid  out  by  the  Trustees  in  improving  it.  A  large  debt  was 
thereby  contracted  before  the  introduction  of  railways.  The  road  is  far 
superior  to  any  that  would  be  required  for  local  traffic.  I  would  wish  to 
impress  upon  the  Commissioners  that  the  debts  were  incurred  on  the 
personal  security  of  some  of  the  Trustees,  in  addition  to  that  of  the 
revenue  of  the  Trust,  entirely  for  the  sake  of  securing  a  great  benefit  to 
the  public,  which  this  road  was.  The  actual  sum  laid  out  on  improve- 
ments since  1827  was  upwards  of  L.2 1,000,  and  the  Trustees  consider 
it  extremely  hard  that  no  provision  should  have  been  made  by  the  Rail- 
way Acts  to  make  compensation  for  the  liabilities  which  they  had  in- 
eurred  ;  but  although  the  funds  of  the  road  were  ruined  by  the  making 
lines  of  railway  on  each  side  of  the  road,  they  were  so  far  distant  from 
it  that  compensation  could  not  be  got  in  the  Committee  on  the  Railway 
Bills;  common  hohesty  would  require  that  the  parties  who  have  com- 
pulsorily  become  the  creditors,  should  be  repaid  the  sums  which  they 
have  now  advanced,  for,  on  the  introduction  of  railways,  the  creditors 
called  up  their  money,  and  the  Trustees  who  had  interposed  their  per- 
sonal credit  were  obliged  to  jpay  the  debts  of  the  Trust  out  of  their  own 
pockets,  and  take  bonds  for  it  from  the  trust.  In  the  year  1844-5,  our 
revenue  from  coaches  alone  was  ...     £735  12    5 

In  18456  it  was         -  -  -  -  -        758  17     2 

With  such  a  revenue,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  we  should  have  ex- 
tinguished our  debt,  but  for  the  railways.  For  some  years  before  the 
railways  came  into  use,  the  Trust  had  been  paying  off  debt  at  the  rate 
of  more  than  a  L.IOOO  a  year. 

The  decrease  in  the  tear  and  wear  on  the  road,  owing  to  the  diminu- 
tion of  traffic,  did  not  produce  a  corresponding  decrease  in  the  cost  of 
maintenance.  The  expenditure  on  the  maintenance  of  the  roads,  includ- 
ing surveyors  and  clerks'  salaries,  was 

In  1846-7,  -  .  .     £1108  10    7 

1850-7,  -  -  -  630  16    2 

1857-8,  -  •  -  528    0    0 


Berwick. 
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County  The  amount  of  bonded  debt  at  Whitsunday  1858  was  L.13>357»  17fl.  8d. 
^It^y.  ^^  ^^^  ^^'^  there  is  due  tu  a  portion  of  the  Trustees  for  monies  advanced 
"  bjr  them  on  account  of  debts  due  by  the  Trust,  for  which  they  were 

James  jCI.     personally  liable^  and  which  they  were  compelled  to  pay,  L.9580.     The 
RobsoD,  Esq.  remainder,  which  consists  of  a  sum  of  L.3777,  17s.  8d.,  as  already  men- 
tioned, due  to  Coldstream  Bridge,  is  held  to  be  a  pfeferalde  debt  against 
the  toU  duties.    Interest  has  been  paid  on  this  at  the  rate  of  8i  p^r  cent. 
since  1835. 

Under  these  bonds,  the  Trustees  wbo  are  creditors  fw  the  Ii.9680i, 
are  entitled  to  interest  at  5  per  cent. 
From  Candlemas  1849  to  Whitsunday  1851,  they  reeeired  4  per  cent. 

1851  „  1862  „  5        » 

1862  „  1853  „  4        „ 

1863  „  1854  „  4        „ 
„              1854            „             1865            „            3        » 

1865  ^  1856  „  2        „ 

1866  „  1867  „  2        „ 
lAst  year  the  funds  would  have  afforded  interest  at  1  per  cent.*  but  the 
Trustees  thought  it  better  to  reserve  a  ftmd  in  hand,  and  to  pay  no 
interest  for  that  year.     For  the  current  year  the  interest  may  be  p^haps 
2^  or  3  per  cent.,  including  this  reserve. 

The  practice  is,  that  at  the  meeting  in  April,  the  Trustees  consider  the 
state  of  the  funds  as  at  the  succeeding  Whitsunday^  and  determine  what 
rate  of  interest  is  to  be  paid. 

I  may  observe  that  I  am  general  clerk  to  the  whole  Trust,  although 
there  is  a  separate  district  clerk  for  the  Combill  District.  There  are 
two  meetings  of  the  Gkneral  Trust,  held  every  year,  as  directed  by  the 
statute.  I  have  never  found  any  difficulty  in  getting  a  quorum  of 
Trustees  to  constitute  a  meeting. 


Fridajf^  Wlh  March  1859. 

ICBMBEBS  FR£6E«T. 

WilKam  Smythe,  Esq.  |    Bight  Honble.  fiir  John  M'NeilL 

MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  Ill William  Stenensm^  Esq.,  Accountant,  Dunse,  Examined :  — 

W.  StdvensoD,  I  am  tslerk  to  the  Dunse  and  Westruther  Turnpike  Trust,  which  is 
Esq.  constituted  under  an  Act  in  1846,  9  Vict.  cap.  47.  This  is  the  onlv 
Trust  comprised  in  that  Act.  We  have  10  miles  of  road  with  one  toll, 
which  is  always  let.  Our  revenue  from  the  toll  for  .the  year  ending 
Whitsunday  1858  was  L.60,  and  our  expenditure  L.49.  This  includes 
no  interest  on  debt,  as  none  has  ever  been  paid.  No  salary  is  paid  ^ther 
to  clerk  or  surveyor,  who  act  gratuitously,  so  that  the  expenditure  is 
wholly  on  the  necessary  maintenance  of  the  road. 

Our  debt  at  Whitsunday  1868  was  L.3528,  Ss.  7d.  It  arose  princi- 
pally from  the  original  outlay  in  making  the  road,  and  the  sums  of 
which  it  is  composed,  were  contributed  by  Trustees  and  other  parties 
interested  in  the  district.  These  parties  have  not  reiseived  any  interest 
for  the  monies  subscribed. 

The  balances  arising  from  excess  of  income  over  expenditure  are 
lodged  in  the  Bank  of  Scotland,  and  the  sum  in  Bank  at  the  credit  of 
the  Trust  at  Whitsunday  1858  was  L.461,  2s.  Sd.  This  sum  has  been 
accumulating  for  a  number  of  years.    In  some  years  I  know  that  the 
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sum  expended  on  ordinary  and  necessary  repairs  has  exceeded  the  amount       County 
of  reyeHiie,  but  this  has  seldom  happened.    Were  that  to  be  the  case      _,    °^.  . 
now,  we  should  take  the  money  required  from  our  balance  in  bank.  Bcrwic  . 

Our  tolls  have  not  been  much  affected  by  the  railway,  the  traffic  being  ^,  stevensoD, 
for  the  most  part  local.  Esq. 

I  know  of  no  reason  why  the  Trust  should  not  be  consolidated  with 
the  Greenlaw  Trust.  There  has  been  a  considerable  expense  incurred 
in  getting  separate  Acts  of  Parliament.  Our  last  renewal  Act  in  1846 
cost  about  L.171.  ' 

I  would  estimate  the  tollman's  profit  on  an  average  at  from  L.dO  to 
L.40.  The  toll  used  to  be  licensed,  and  the  want  of  the  license  has 
tended  to  reduce  the  rent,  and  in  order  to  make  up  for  the  reduction, 
the  rates  were  raised. 

In  1825,  when  a  renewal  of  the  Act  was  obtained,  additional  subscrip- 
tions to  the  amount  of  L.430  were  raised.  Of  this  sum,  which  is  in- 
cluded in  the  debt  upon  the  Trust,  about  L.300  was  expended  in  that 
year  in  building  a  toll-house  and  procuring  a  renewal  of  the  Act.  The 
balance  is  included  in  the  sum  now  in  bank. 

The  tollman's  profit  at  present  is  probably  less  than  I  have  stated. 
He  is  a  labourer,  and  his  wife  attends  to  the  toll-gate.  When-  tolls  were 
licensed,  I  hare  reason  to  believe  that  in  many  instances  the  takers  paid 
rents  equal  to  the  whole  sums  received  by  them  from  the  tolls,  the 
profits  upon  the  liquors  sold  being  sufficient  remuneration. 

I  am  clerk  to  the  statute  labour  roads  in  the  Dunse  District.  The 
assessment  is  levied  by  a  rate  on  horses,  which  varies  in  different  parishes, 
also  a  rate  on  occupiers  of  land  and  dwelling-houses,  and  on  servants. 
In  the  parish  of  Dunse  the  rate  on  each  horse  is  15s.,  with  the  exception 
of  brood  mares,  which  pay  half.  On  the  occupiers  of  lands  and  dwelling- 
houses  the  rate  is  3s.  each,  and  on  servants  the  same.  I  do  not  remember 
any  case  in  which  the  collectors  have  had  to  prosecute  for  these  rates 
in  a  court  of  law.  The  assessment  is  collected  in  each  parish  by  a  sepa- 
rate collector,  who  is  generally  the  schoolmaster,  and  is  paid  a  per  centage 
of  5  per  cent.,  and  in  the  smaller  parishes  7i  per  cent.  The  statute 
labour  roads  are  generally  in  tolerably  good  order,  but  some  are  very 
bad.  In  some  instances,  the  traffic  on  the  statute  labour  roads  has 
become  much  greater  than  formerly,  especially  in  Dunse  parish,  where 
we  were  lately  obliged  to  raise  the  rate.  This  traffic  has  been  probably 
partly  carried  off  from  the  turnpike  roads.  The  statute  labour  roads 
are  managed  by  two  or  three  proprietors,  farmers,  and  others  in  each 
parish,  who  are  nominated  yearly  for  that  purpose. 

The  Act  52  Geo.  III.  (chapter  not  stated),  June  1792,  regulates  the 
statute  labour  of  this  county.    Assessments  are  levied  upon, — 

All  heritors  in  the  natural  possession  of  their  own  lands,  with  their 
whole  labouring  servants ; 

All  tenants,  with  their  whole  labouring  servants ; 

All  husbandmen,  day  labourers,  artificers,  manufacturers,  tradesmen, 
carters,  and  such  as  have  or  make  use  of  carts ; 

All  cattle  used  for  carrying  loads,  or  drawing  carts,  etc-.,  including 
carriage  horses,  occasionally  employed  in  labour. 

There  are  certain  exemptions  on  account  of  age,  infirmity,  etc. 

The  Trustees  (who  are  the  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Commissioners  of 
Supply,  and  Heritors  of  the  District),  meet  in  April  yearly  for  the 
purpose  of  auditing  the  collector's  accounts,  disposing  of  appeals,  ap- 
pointing overseers,  etc. 

My  own  humble  and  disinterested  opinion  is,  that  all  the  roads  in  the 
three  kingdoms  should  be  under  Government  management,  and  that 
the  expenses  of  maintenance,  etc.,  should  be  defrayed  from  the  general 
revenue  raised  by  taxation. 

I 
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County 

Berwick.         No.  IV. — Qtorffe  Peat,  Esq.^  Gerk  of  Supply,  Dnnse^  Examined  :— 

IG.  Peat,  Esq.  I  am  cl^k  and  cashier  to  ike  Middle  Diairict  of  Tumpiifie  Trusteee  in 
Berwickshire.  The  Trust  is  constituted  under  an  Act  passed  ki  18d2, 
which  was  a  renewal  of  a  former  Act  passed  in  I&IO.  AlthouRh  the 
Middle  District  constitutes  hut  one  Trust,  the  accounts  of  the  Upsett- 
Ufl^ton  Branch  are  kept  distinct  and  under  a  separate  derk.  Tk»  cir- 
cumstance of  the  separate  accounts  arose  from  some  obstacles  as  to  pro- 
curing moaej  lor  certain  improvements  to  be  effected  on  the  latter 
roads,  for  which  the  Trustees  in  my  district  did  not>  d^ose  lo  reader 
themselves  perseaall;  liable. 

The  road  extends  to  upwards  of  58  miles.  We  have  nine  toUs  and  a 
small  eheck-bar,  all  of  whieh  are  always  let  by  public  auction.  The 
revenue  arising  from  toUs  for  the  year  ending  Whitswiday  1868  was 
L.1380^  16&  Our  revenue  has  been  pretty  stationary  since  the  time 
when  the  licenses  were  taken  away  from  the  toll-housesy  when  ist  fell 
about  L.400  a  year.  It  has  rather  Increased  for  the  current  year.  Our 
revenue  sinee  the  passing  of  the  present  Act  has  always  been  suffinent 
to  meet  the  ordinary  expense  of  maintenanee,  with  the  eieeption  of 
last  year,  when  it  rather  fell  short.  This  arose  partly  from  a  considerable 
sum  having  been  kid  out  on  alterations  and  imfMrovememts,  and  there 
was  a  greater  outlay  on  material  Uy  put  the  road  in  goed  heait.  Previoes 
to  the  withdrawal  of  the  ticenses  we  had  paid  off  all  oUr  debt,  whieh  at 
one  time  amounted  to  L.9000.  The  sum  for  ordinary  repairs  and 
maintenance,  including  salaries,  lor  the  year  ending  Whitsunday  ISoS^ 
was  L.1476, 18s. 

Our  traffic  in  some  parts  of  the  road  has  been  injuriously  affected  by 
the  railway,  but  in  others  it  has  been  increased ;  and,  upon  the  whole,  1 
do  not  think  our  tolls  have  materially  fallen  in  consequence  of  the 
railway.  The  traffic  on  the  road  is  now  almost  entirely  local ;  but  there 
are  people  now  who  come  to  Dunse  from  the  district  to  the  west  of  iti 
on  account  of  the  railway  station,  and  there  beisg  a  eom  market  estab- 
lished there,  who  never  used  to  come  before,  and  some  of  these  may 
travel  as  many  as  10  or  12  miles  from  the  west  of  Dunse. 

The  Act  does  not  prohibit  us  from  having  two  tolls  within  a  distanfft 
of  six  miles,  but  in  point  of  fact,  people  are  not  called  upon  to  pay  toU 
twice  within  that  distance. 

The  tolls  are  not  much  a  subject  of  complaint  in  the  eountv ;  indeed 
the  county  gentlemen  petitioned  against  Lord  Elcho's  BUI  last  yesr. 
Berwidcshire  is  particuwiy  situated  in  respect  tluit  a  large  part  ex  the 
county  is  a  hilly  district,  where  there  are  no  tolls,  and  if  tolls  were  to  be 
abolished,  and  a  general  assessment  were  to  be  imposed,  parties  would 
be  called  upon  to  pay  who  do  not  now  contribute  anylhing  to  the  suppert 
of  the  roaas,  except  their  Statute  Labour  moiiey»  and  have  rarely  occa- 
sion to  go  upon  the  turnpike  roads. 

I  consider  a  good  turnpike  road  in  the  lower  district  is  to  a  certain 
extent  an  advantage  to  people  in  the  higher  district,  but  not  to  the 
same  degree  as  to  those  residing  in  its  neighbourhood,  as  those  people 
residing  in  the  hill  district  carry  their  agriculturiU  produce  no  further 
than  the  nearest  railway  station,  where  they  procure  all  their  coal  sod 
lime. 

There  are  still  a  good  many  improvements  to  be  effected  on  the  road, 
which,  if  our  funds  admitted,  we  should  probably  undertake^  and  one 
of  which  has  actually  been  ordered.  We  nave  two  general  meetings  of 
Trustees  in  the  year,  and  at  one  of  these  a  yearly  committee  is  appointed 
who  meet  quarterly.  I  occasionally^  but  verj  a^em,  find  tk  difficulty  i& 
getting  the  committee  together. 


i 
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I  do  not  see  any  necessity  for  an  addition  to  the  present  body  of  Trua-       Connty 
toes.     We  find  tlungs  work  very  well  as  they  are.  o' 

The  rates  of  toll  leyied  by  the  Trustees  ave  about  half  the  mazintim     ^^k- 
rateS)  and  have  not  been  altered  since  the  paasiag  of  the  last  Act.     The  q,  p^i^  ggq. 
Trustees  would  be  very  glad  to  reduce  them,  but,  before  doing  so,  they 
vouldl  like  to  make  further  improvements,  and  get  the  roads  into  better 
condition.     The  price  of  materials,  and  the  difficulty  of  getting  them,  has 
of  late  years  somewhat  increased. 

The  aanual  county  assessment  for  building  and  maintaining  bridges  on 
statute  labour  roads  amounts  to  L.148,  9s.  4d.,  and  is  laid  on  lan£  and 
heritages  <m  the  basis  of  the  Landa'  VailuUion  fidlL 


No*  y.  JomUihan  Mdnm^  E)sq.,  Coldatreaniy  Examined  z-.^ 

I  am  elerk  to  the  UpsettUogton  Branch  of  the  Middle  District  Trust,     Jonathan 
to  the  GomhilL  District  of  the  Greenlanr  Trust,  and  to  the  Ladykirk  and  Melrose,  Esq. 
Norham  Bridge  Trust..    These  three  are  all  constituted  u«der  separate 
Acts  of  Parliament. 

The  Upsettliagton  Branch  is  12  miles  hi  length,  upon  which  thene  is 
only  one  toll,  situated  very  near  Norham  Bridge  Trust.  The  UpsettlAsg* 
ton  Branch  was  erected  into  a  separate  Trust,  ia  order  that  it  might  wcrk 
together  with  the  Norham  Bridge  Trust.  The  toll  is  so  situated  aa  to 
catch  the  traffic  on  the  greater  part  ^  the  road.  It  has  always  been  let,. 
i^nd  for  the  year  ending  Whitsunday  1857»  the  rent  was  L.23) 

And  in  1858,  -  -  -  -  -  -    *        281 

The  rent  decreased  after  the  withdrawal  of  tlie  licenoe,  but  latterly  it 
has  been  increasing  a  little.  The  expenditure  lor  the  last  yeajr  haa  been 
lather  increasing  : — 

In  1854  it  was  -  -  -  L.122    2    1 

In  1865    „  ...  120  19     4 

It\  1856     „  ...  97  15  11 

In  1857    „  ...  90    0    7 

In  1858     „  ...  193     4    8 

We  have  always  had  a  surplus  of  revenue  over  expenditure. 

The  Trustees  borrowed  L.1500,  the  interest  of  which  has  been  paid 
regularly,  and  L.500  of  the  principal  has  been  paid  off.  The  Ii.lOOQ 
stands  upon  a  personal  bond  by  the  Trustees.  la  May  last,  we  had  a 
balance  in  the  bank  in  our  favour,  amounting  to  L.242, 16s.  9dM  to  set 
against  this  bonded  debt.  I  believe  our  tolls  axe  primarily  liable  for 
pAvment  of  this  debt,  even  before  maintaining  the  read  'm.  repair. 

In  the  Comhill  District  of  the  Greenlaw  Trust,  there  are  29  miles  of 
road  and  five  tolls,  besides  a  mutual  toll  with  the  Deanbum  Trust,  as 
ali'eady  stated  by  Mr  Robson,  the  clerk  to  that  Trust.  The  chaises  for 
passing  these  five  tolls  were  several  years  since  reduced,  and  are  now  only 
two-thirds  of  the  rates  charged  in  the  Deanbum  district. 

These  tolls  are  annually  let.  The  revenue  for  the  vear  ending  Whit- 
sunday 1858  was  L.704, 12s.  Our  funds  have  generally  been  improving^ 
notwithstanding  an  increase  ef  expenditure,  owing  to  the  tiaffic  arising 
tern  the  railway  station  at  Comhill. 

The  cause  of  the  division  of  the  ComhiU  from  the  Deanbum  District 
was  a  difference  of  ofMnion  among  the  Trustees  about  the  mans^^ement  of 
the  roa^,  and  the  expenditure  of  the  funds.  They  agreed  at  that  tinae  to 
divide,  and  did  sa  in  1828,  when  the  South  Division  took  three-eighths  oi 
the  debt  on  themselves,  the  North  Division  taking  five-«igbth& 

The  debt  which  feU  on  the  Cesuhill  Trust,  in  consequence  of  that 
anravgnnies^  amounted  to  L.2i6Q9,  Ifti.  4d»    Our  prftNOi  dabt,  •t  Wbitr 
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Coonty       gunday  1858,  amounted  to  L.2446,  10s.  lid.,  which  is  borrowed  on  loan 
^t  from  the  funds  of  Coldstream  Bridge,  on  which  we  pay  interest  at  the  rate 

Berwick.      Qf  3  j  per  cent.     We  have  the  following  assets  to  meet  our  debt : — 
Jonathan  ^*  ^^°^  ^"  heritable  bond,  ...     L.  1,200     0    0 

Melrose,  £sq.  2.  On  deposit  receipt  with  the  British  Linen  Banking 

Company,  Coldstream,  in  name  of  Trustees,  1,034  15     1 

8.  A  balance  on  our  current  account  with  them,     -  332    9     9 


L.2,667    4  lo 


Which  sum  shews  a  balance  in  favour  of  the  Trust  of  L.120, 18s.  lid. 
On  the  L.1200  we  receive  interest  at  4  per  cent.,  and  on  the  money  in 
bank  we  are  now  getting  only  2  per  cent.  At  present,  from  the  large 
fund  we  have  in  bank,  and  the  low  interest  that  is  payable,  we  are  rather 
losers  upon  our  interest  account ;  but  I  have  for  sometime  had  instructions 
to  find  a  good  heritable  security  for  this  sum.  The  ordinary  expenditure 
for  the  year  ending  Whitsunday  1858,  including  clerk  and  surveyor's 
salary,  amounted  to  L.569,  2s.  6d.  A  portion  of  our  Trust,  between 
Coldstream  Bridge  and  Cornhill,  runs  into  England,  and  we  have  a  toll  on 
the  south  side  of  the  bridge. 

The  Lady  kirk  and  Norham  Bridge  Trust  is  constituted  under  an  Act 
1  and  2  Vict.  cap.  68,  dated  1888.    It  was  simply  for  the  purpose  of 
building  a  bridge  over  the  Tweed  at  Norham.    The  Trustees  consist  of 
parties  on  both  sides  of  the  border.     It  is  purely  a  pontage.     I  cannot 
tell  the  original  cost  of  the  bridge,  which  was  defrayed  by  contributions 
and  subscriptions.    The  subscriptions  formed  the  debt,  which  was  limited 
to  L.8000  under  the  Act.     Ten  persons  subscribed  L.500  each,  and  Mr 
Robertson  of  Lady  kirk  the  remaining  L.3000.     The  pontage  is  always 
let,   and  the  rent    for    the    year    ending  Whitsunday  1858  amounted 
to--------        L.393 

In  the  year  ending  Whitsunday  1867  it  was      -  .  -  339 

It  was  originally  a  wooden  bridge,  and  in  1852  was  entirely  restored, 
with  the  exception  of  the  stone  piers,  at  a  cost  of  L  2446,  Is.  lid.  The 
money  for  this  purpose  was  borrowed  from  bank  on  the  security  of  the 
Commissioners.  This  sum  has  been  repaid,  and  we  have  now  a  balance 
in  bank  of  L.478,  5s.  8d.  The  parties  who  subscribed  L.8000  have,  on 
two  occasions,  received  a  dividend  of  4  per  cent,  on  their  subscriptions  in 
1849  and  in  1850.  It  is  intended  to  pay  another  dividend  shortly.  I  think 
that  by  Whitsunday  next,  we  shall  be  able  to  pay  a  dividend  of  8  per  cent., 
and  if  our  revenue  continues  as  at  present,  we  should  be  able  to  pay  4  per 
cent,  for  the  future,  provided  we  are  not  called  upon  to  make  any  further 
outlay  on  the  bridge,  which  is  still  a  wooden  one.  The  creditors  have  no 
security  except  what  arises  from  the  rent  of  the  toll.  Our  expenditure  for 
the  last  year  on  the  bridge,  and  three-quarters  of  a  mile  of  approaches, 
was  L.26,  10s.  9d. 

I  am  also  clerk  of  the  Swinton  District  of  statute  labour  roads.  The 
statute  labour  is  levied  on  the  county  of  Berwick  under  the  old  Scotch 
Act  of  1669,  in  combination  with  an  Act  passed  in  1792,  which,  so  far  as 
regards  the  statute  labour,  is  still  in  continuance,  and  by  which  the  Justices 
of  Peace  and  Commissioners  of  Supply  are  empowered  to  convert  the 
statute  labour  service  into  money,  and  to  fix  rates  of  conversion  for  each 
parish.  The  Justices  have  exercised  their  power.  I  have  not  searched 
for,  and  don't  know  if  there  is  any  order  of  the  Justices,  fixing  the  rates 
generally  for  the  parishes,  but  I  can  state  that,  in  the  Swinton  District, 
the  same  rates  as  at  present  have  been  levied  ever  since  1790.  All  the 
parishes  in  the  district  pay  the  same  rate. 

After  the  passing  of  Mr  Home  Drummond's  Act  in  1845,  some  of  the 
rate-payers  were  anxious  to  have  the  rates  assessed  upon  the  rental  of 
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lands,  but  this  was  not  carried  out.     We  charge  the  same  rate  on  all       County 
*  householders,  without  regard  to  the  relative  annual  value  of  the  houses      _.  ^^.  . 
they  occupy.  Berwick. 

The  accounts  of  each  parish  are  kept  perfectly  distinct,  and,  by  the  Jonathan 
machinery  which  we  adopt,  care  is  taken  that  the  money  collected  in  each  Melrose,  Esq. 
parish  is  expended  within  that  parish.  The  consequence  of  this  is,  that  it 
sometimes  happens  the  funds  are  very  insufficient  for  maintaining  the 
roads  in  a  particular  parish.  In  the  parish  of  Fogo,  for  instance,  there  are 
17  miles  of  road,  with  a  considerable  traffic  through  the  parish,  the  entire 
assessment  being  only  L.52. 

A  road  becomes  a  statute  labour  road  whenever  the  Justices  and  Com- 
missioners of  Supply  take  it  under  their  management,  and  expend  money 
upon  it.  We  have  had  several  cases  where  applications  have  been  made 
for  roads,  which,  although  public  rights  of  way  exist  over  them,  were  not 
,  considered  highways  ;  and,  in  those  cases,  unless  it  was  found  that  money 
had  been  formerly  expended  on  the  roads,  the  Trustees  have  refused  to 
apply  the  funds  towards  their  repair.  We  have  an  old  map  which  has  the 
statute  labour  roads  of  the  district  marked,  and  I  can  mention  one  road 
which  has  been  added  since. 

I  am  aware  that  bridge  money  is  regularly  levied  and  applied  in  the 
county  of  Berwick.  There  is  no  allocation  of  bridge  money,  as  far  as  I 
know,  to  any  bridge  within  the  Swinton  District.  In  the  Swinton  District 
there  are  79  miles  of  statute  labour  roads  altogether. 

I  can  see  no  reason  why  the  statute  labour  roads  should  be  under  a 
separate  management  from  the  turnpikes,  except  that  the  funds  for  main- 
taining them  are  raised  in  a  different  manner.  I  do  not  think  that  any 
consolidation  would  have  the  effect  of  much  greater  economy  in  the  district 
with  which  I  am  connected.  The  surveyor  for  the  Greenlaw  Trust  already 
acts  as  surveyor  for  our  district,  and  he  is  also  surveyor  for  the  Upsettling- 
ton  Branch,  and  the  Ladykirk  and  Norham  Bridge  Trust. 

My  own  opinion  in  regard  to  a  substitute  for  tolls  is,  that  the  most 
equitable  rule  is,  that  the  man  who  uses  the  roads  should  pay  for  it ; 
and  if  any  change  were  made,  I  should  say  it  should  be  a  county  change, 
and  that  it  would  not  do  to  require  each  parish  to  maintain  the  roads 
within  it.  My  reason  for  this  opinion  is,  that  all  the  roads  leading  to 
railway  stations  are  very  much  cut  up  by  the  traffic  which  pours  into  them 
by  different  channels.  In  the  Greenlaw  Trust,  for  example,  the  three 
miles  of  road  from  Fiveburn  Mill  to  Cornhill  has  cost,  for  several  years, 
for  metal  and  surface  work,  above  L.50  per  mile  annually,  while  other 
roads  in  the  same  Trust  have  not  exceeded  L.5  to  L.IO  ^er  mile,  and  for 
several  years  back  the  average  expense  per  mile  in  the  six  parishes  form- 
ing the  Swinton  District  has  been  under  L.5. 

If  tolls  were  abolished  there  might  be  an  injustice  in  regard  to  the 
district  with  which  I  am  connected  from  our  proximity  to  England,  inas- 
much as  &  large  portion  of  the  coal  and  lime  traffic  comes  from  Northum- 
berland into  Berwickshire.  If  there  were  an  assessment  in  lieu  of  tolls,  the 
inhabitants  of  Berwickshire  would  have  to  pay  an  assessment  in  Berwick- 
shire and  tolls  in  Northumberland. 
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Coanty  Saturday^  \2th  March  1859. 

of  ^^^^ 

Berwick.  ' 

UBKBERS  FRBBEITT. 

WiUiuii  Sn^he,  Esq.     |      Right  HonUe.  6xr  John  McNeill. 
MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  VI.  Robert  Bamanes,  Esq,y  Writer,  Lander,  EiLamined : — 

Robert  I  i^m  elerk  to  the  Whitehom  and  Kelso  Turnpike  Trust,  which  is  ccm- 

Romanc»,E8q.^^i^^^^  under  the  original  Act  of  1799,  89  Geoige  III.  cap.  3,  renewed 
in  1820  and  1847.     The  length  of  road  is  11  miles  3  furlongs  43  yards. 
There  are  two  tolls  on  it,  which  are  both  in  the  county  of  I^rwick,  one 
near  the  confines  of  Berwick  and  Roxburgh.     The  surveyor  tells  me  that 
now  there  is  not  any  part  of  the  road  in  the  county  of  Roxburgh.     Origi- 
nally there  was  nearly  three^uarters  of  a  mile  of  the  road  in  Roxbui^b, 
but  that  part  was  made  over  to  the  Lauder  and  Kelso  Road  Trust  in 
virtue  of  onr  last  Act,  and  it  has  since  been  kept  by  that  Trust. 

The  Whitebum  and  Kelso  road  joins  the  Lauder  and  Kelso  road,  whidh 
leads  on  to  Kelso.     The  tolls  are  always  let,  and  the  rent  of  them  for  the 
year  ending  Whitsunday  1857,  including  two  small  sums  of  compoaitioii, 
was        .......        L.144   10    0 

And  for  the  year  ending  Wfaitsondaty  1858,       -  -  178  10    0 

The  werage  for  the  last  ^ve  years  has  been  about         -  164     0    0 

We  have  besides  a  small  revenue  from  the  interest  of  money  deposited  in 
bank. 

The  average  expenditure  for  the  last  five  years  on  ordinary  repairs  and 
salaries  has  been  L.162.  The  income  has  been  pretty  stactionary  during 
the  last  five  yeara. 

The  revenue  has  suffered  very  materially  f^om  the  railways.  I  Und,  on 
lookhig  back,  that  orn-  revenue  fV'om  tolls  in  the  year  1844-5  was  L.344, 
besides  L.62,  8s.  as  a  composition  from  a  stage  cofloh.  The  average  annual 
inoome  for  the  five  years  from  Whitsunday  1842  to  Whitsunday  1847  was 
L.392,  and  the  annual  average  expenditure  for  those  years  was  L.262.  I 
do  not  include  in  the  expenditure  the  cost  of  a  new  Act  of  Parliament* 
which  was  obtained  during  those  years. 

There  U  nvw  very  little  through  traffic  upon  the  road. 

The  debt  on  the  road  amounted,  at  Whitsunday  1858,  of  prmcipal,  to 
L.4885,  6s.  9d.,  and  arose  from  subscriptions  which  were  given  by  certain 
parties  towards  the  making  of  the  road  when  it  was  originally*  formed ; 
whioh  subscriptions  were  declared  by  our  first  Act  to  be  a  lien  upon  the  toll 
revenues.  A  very  small  part  of  the  original  subscription  has  been  paid 
off,  viz.,  L.I 86,  6s.  lid.,  which  was  compounded  for  in  1833  by  a  payment 
of  L.50  to  the  representative  of  the  party  subscribing.  The  subscribers 
were  all  parties  who  were  interested  in  the  district.  Besides  this  original 
sum  of  debt,  there  is  a  large  sum  of  interest  accumulated  on  these  sub- 
scriptions, amounting  at  Whitsunday  1858  to  L.  11,618,  14s.  lOd.  The 
computation  has  always  been  of  simple  interest  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent 
Since  the  rood  was  originally  formed,  there  has  been  paid  in  all  to  the 
subscribers,  in  name  of  interest,  to  the  amount  of  50  per  cent,  on  their 
original  subscriptions.  When  a  sufiicient  sum  was  accumulated  in  bank, 
which  the  Trustees  thought  warranted  them  in  paying  a  diridend,  it  was 
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accordingly  paid,  leaving  always  a  balance  in  bank  applicable  to  improve-       County 
ments  or  extraordinary  expensee.    The  first  pi^yment  of  this  nature  was  in     ^   ®'.  , 
1817,  when  10  per  cent,  was  paid.  uerwicK. 

In  1820,  there  was  20  per  cent.  paid.  Robert 

In  1833,        ),         10  „  Bomaaes,  Esq. 

In  1856,        )^         10  „ 

The  road  was  originally  made  in  1801.  These  sums  so  paid  have  always 
been  attributed  to  aooount  >of  interest  on  the  debts.  We  have  at  present 
at  our  credit  in  the  bank  a  sum  of  L.^90,  6s.  5d.,  and  at  last  audit  there 
was  a  sum  in  the  eleik's  hands  of  L,91,  Os.  4id. 

I  am  collector  of  statute  labour  money  for  the  district  of  Lauder.  There 
is  but  one  surveyor  for  the  district.  The  principle  is  to  aipply  the  money 
collected  in  each  pari^  to  the  roads  in  that  parish.  ^  In  our  district  the 
assessment  is  wholly  en  horses,  no  part  of  it  being  imposed  on  servants 
or  householders.  We  find  it  awkward  in  our  county  that  there  is  no  uniform 
mode  of  assessment  for  statute  labour.  The  rate  in  our  district  has  ifi- 
creased  within  the  last  few  years ;  except  in  one  parish,  it  is  neari v  double 
what  it  used  to  be.  The  form  in  whicn  the  assessment  is  regulated,  is, 
the  District  Justices  recommend  what  the  rate  should  be  in  the  different 
parishea  in  the  district,  and  this  recommendation  is  sanctioned  by  the 
general  meeting  of  Justices  and  Commissioners  of  Supply  before  being 
acted  on.  The  surveyor  recommends  how  the  money  should  be  laid  out,  and 
it  is  expended  aecording  to  his  report.  1  am  of  opinion  that  the  better 
way  is,  that  the  money  Should  be  thus  laid  out  rather  than  leaving  it  to  be 
disposed  of  by  individuals  in  each  parish. 

The  rate  in  this  district  has  been  as  follows : — 


Year  1880. 

Legerweod,        ^        .        - 
Other  parishes^ 

Hones. 

Mares  and 
Poal. 

Labourers 

Cottars. 

16 

7 

d, 
6 

9.     d. 

7  « 

8  9 

f.     d, 
6     0 
8    0 

8.    d, 
3     0 
1     6 

Yeab  1840. — ^No  change. 

• 

Tear  1850. 

Legerwood   aind    all    other> 
parishes,      -        -        -     ' 

9 

0 

4     6 

mL, 

nil. 

Year  1868. 

Legerwood  and    all   other) 
fishes  in  district,           ) 

13 

6 

6    9 

nU. 

nU. 

^  I  know  of  two  or  three  instances  in  which,  when  bridges  were  seriously 
iniured,  on  an  application  being  made  to  the  county,  a  sum  has  been 
allocated  from  the  bridge  money  for  their  repair. 
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County                                          Monday,  Uth  March  1869. 
Berwick.  


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.  |      Right  Honble.  Sir  J.  McNeill. 

MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  VII.  John  Hood,  Esq,  of  Stoneridge,  Examined : — 

J.  Hood,  Esq.  I  am  a  landed  proprietor  in  the  county  of  Berwick,  and  for  40  years 
past  have  taken  an  interest  in  the  different  roads  in  my  neighbourhood. 
I  am  connected  with  the  Cornhill  District  of  the  Qreenlaw  Turnpike 
Trust.  The  accounts  of  the  two  districts  are  kept  quite  distinct.  There 
may  be  said  to  be  no  debt  in  the  Cornhill  District,  as  we  have  a  balance 
in  our  treasurer's  hands  sufficient  to  meet  all  claims.  We  have  no 
treasurer  other  than  the  clerk.  The  money  is  on  loan,  and  in  the  bank 
in  name  of  the  Trustees.  I  have  taken  an  active  part  in  the  management 
for  more  than  30  years,  and  the  debt  which  formerly  existed  has  now  been 
quite  cleared  ofif. 

The  cause  of  the  original  division  of  the  two  districts  in  the  Greenlaw 
Trust  was,  that  the  Trustees  in  the  Northern  or  Deanbum  Division  con- 
templated the  expenditure  of  a  large  sum  ef  money,  which  we  in  the 
Southern  Division  did  not  approve  of,  because  we  thought  the  expenditure 
was  for  the  special  benefit  of  the  Northern  District,  and  that  we  would 
not  participate  equitably  in  it.  We  did  not  look  upon  the  road  as  a 
common  whole  in  which  all  the  Trustees  in  both  districts  were  equally 
interested. 

I  have  no  reason  to  suppose  that  in  the  Cornhill  District  our  revenue 
for  the  future  n^ill  be  insufficient  to  maintain  the  road.  Our  road  runs 
partly  into  England,  and  we  have  a  toll  on  the  English  side,  put  on  within 
tour  years.  We  contemplate  shortly  removing  it;  that  is,  so  soon  as 
other  demands  will  admit  of  it. 

Supposing  provision  were  made  for  the  payment  of  the  debt  in  the 
Deanbum  District,  I  see  no  obstacle  to  the  consolidation  of  the  two  dis- 
tricts under  one  management.  So  long  as  the  debt  exists  we  should 
oppose  it. 

If  an  arrangement  were  made  as  to  debts,  I  scarcely  think  consolidation 
could  be  carried  further  in  regard  to  the  other  County  Trusts.  I  do  not 
think  economy  would  be  promoted  by  it.  There  is  a  rivalry  at  present 
between  different  roads  in  economising  and  management  which  would  then 
be  done  away  with. 

At  present  there  is  no  central  body  of  Trustees  to  whom  appeals  from 
the  District  Trustees  can  be  carried,  and  we  never  felt  any  necessity  for 
the  existence  of  such  a  body. 

I  am  interested  in  the  Kelso  Union  Trust,  which  is  partly  a  Roxburgh- 
shire and  partly  a  Berwickshire  Trust.  I  believe  the  roads  were  all  formed 
by  subscription,  on  which  very  little  interest  has  been  paid,  and  none  of 
the  capital.  The  proprietors  subscribed  to  these  roads  originally,  looking 
to  the  benefits  they  would  confer  on  their  own  estates,  of  course,  and  on  the 
community,  by  improving  communication  in  the  district,  and  the  advan- 
tages have  been  fully  commensurate  with  the  outlay.  If  the  roads  had  not 
been  made,  their  estates  would  not  have  been  nearly  so  valuable  as  at 
present. 

The  effect  of  the  railways  has  been  to  diminish  the  through  traffic.  In 
a  great  measure,  the  parties  who  now  use  the  road  are  those  interested  in 
the  locality. 
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I  tbink  tlie  sjstem  of  tolls  is  more  economical  than  a  system  of  assess-       County     < 
ment  would  be.     I  think  the  expense  of  collection  by  toUs  is  quite  over-      ^   ^.  . 

rated,  and  I  consider  an  assessment  would  not  reach  the  same  parties  who         

now  pay  tolls.     An  assessment  on  land,  and  partly  on  non-agricultural  j.  Hood,  Esq. 
horses,  would  remove  to  a  certain  extent  my  oljectiou  ;  but  I  am  against 
the  system  of  assessment  altogether. 

If  there  is  to  be  an  assessment  for  statute  labour  roads,  1  think  the 
Roxburghshire  statute  labour  mode  would  be  the  best,  being  half  on 
landlord  and  half  on  tenant ;  but  I  would  put  it  on  the  real  rent.  The 
Act  is  complicated  a  little  as  to  persons  liable  in  assessment ;  for  it  com- 
prehends landlords  and  tenants  in  certain  proportions  by  the  old  valued 
rent,  and  householders  and  keepers  of  horses  for  hire  at  stated  rates, 
and  is  susceptible  of  considerable  improvement ;  but  practically  it  works 
•well. 

I  consider  that  under  an  assessment  the  demands  for  the  repair  of  the 
roads  would  be  much  increased.  Among  other  reasons,  I  think  the  pro^ 
prietors  in  the  Upper  Districts,  who  have  no  roads  at  all,  would  then  apply 
for  the  repair  of  their  roads,  that  is,  roads  in  the  hill  country  at  present 
scarcely  passable,  and  the  extent  of  statute  labour  roads  is  infinitely 
greater  than  toll  roads  in  this  county.  I  am  also  against  centralization, 
which  I  do  not  think  a  cheap  way  of  management. 

But  if  the  Trustees  who  now  manage  the  statute  labour  roads  were  to 
take  the  management  of  the  turnpike  roads  also,  I  do  not  see  much  ob- 
jection to  these  roads  being  maintained  by  them  under  an  assessment 
similar  to  that  for  statute  labour  roads,  that  is,  if  restricted  to  such 
portions  that  Trustees  in  these  parts  would  be  personally  interested  in 
keeping  them  in  a  proper  state. 

I  scarcely  think  that  any  system  could  be  substituted  which  would  be 
cheaper  than  the  present  system  of  tolls  and  statute  labour.  I  reckon 
that  our  toll  revenue  is  collected  at  a  cost  of  about  20  per  cent.,  that 
is,  by  toll-keepers,  and  betwixt  8  and  9  for  management,  clerks,  etc.  The 
statute  labour  in  my  district  (the  S  win  ton  District)  is  collected  at  a  cost 
of  about  L.5,  13s.  per  cent,  for  collection  and  management. 

I  should  doubt  much  whether  you  could  get  persons  to  take  the  manage- 
ment, and  devote  their  attention  to  the  roads  as  they  do  at  present,^, 
gratuitously,  if  there  were  a  consolidation  of  the  statute  labour  and  turn- 
pike roads. 

In  regard  to  our  present  turnpike  road  management,  we  have  never 
found  any  want  of  Trustees  to  attend.  I  think  the  interest  of  the  Trus- 
tees in  the  management  might  be  kept  sufficiently  alive  if  the  districts 
were  so  sub-divided  as  to  give  them  a  personal  interest  in  the  locality  for 
which  they  were  so  to  act. 

I  think  the  defect  of  our  present  statute  labour  system  in  the  county  is, 
that  the  surveyors  have  sometimes  other  occupation.  I  think  the  surveyor 
should  be  a  party  who  devotes  himself  exclusively  to  the  roads. 

The  Bridge  Money  is  a  fixed  sum  which  never  varies.  It  amounts  to 
L.148,  and  is  levied  on  the  old  valued  rent.  It  is  allocated  by  the  Com- 
missioners of  Supply  to  those  bridges  which  are  thought  most  necessary. 
These  are  bridges  on  statute  labour  roads  alone.  The  turnpike  roads 
support  their  own  bridges.  We  endeavour  to  secure  the  commencement 
of  a  bridge  before  any  money  is  paid  to  it.  Plans,  specifications,  and 
estimates  must  be  lodged  with  the  county  clerk,  before  money  is  allocated 
to  any  bridge.  The  applications  are  always  beyond  the  amount  of  the 
fund. 

There  is  a  great  outcry  in  some  parts  of  the  county  as  to  the  debts  on 
the  turnpike  roads.  I  am  one  of  those  who  think  that  the  debts  should 
be  dealt  with  like  any  other  speculation — the  same  as  railways,  or  any- 
thing else  where  the  shares  have  not  realised  expectations.    Besides^  estates 
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Coniity      have  been  m  mnch  benefited  by  the  roads,  that  it  seems  to  me  an  unjust 

^^.  tbing  to  claim  to  bave  the  debt  refnnded,  especially  from  other  distriett 

Berwick,      ^  ^^  county.    Probably  the  Trustees  were  indneed  to  risk  expenditure 

J.  Hood,  Ssq.  ^^  roads,  less  from  a  Tiew  to  public  benefit,  than  from  the  expectation 

that  they  wouM  thereby  so  improve  them  as  to  bring  increased  traiffie 

on  their  lines,  and  so  raise  the  revenue  of  their  Trusts ;  and  I  thiak,  ia 

these  cases,  their  estates  bave  been  so  much  benefited,  as  to  cot  off,  to  a 

great  extent,  any  claims  for  repayment. 


No.  Vm.  James  Cunninghame^  Esq,,  Examined : — 

James  Cnn-  I  })ave  the  charge  of  some  large  properties  in  Berwicksfairey — Mr 
nmghamcEsq.  j^Ql^r^gQn  of  Ladykirk,  and  Sir  John  Marjoribanks*.  I  also  act  as  sur^ 
veyor  for  the  Greenlaw  Turnpike  Road  (both  districts),  the  UpsettKngton 
Trust,  and  the  North  Branch  of  the  Kelso  Union  Trust,  and  for  the 
statute  labour  roads  in  the  Swinton  District.  I  have  held  the  sitnation 
of  surveyor  on  the  turnpikes  for  32  years,  and  that  of  surveyor  on  the 
statute  labour  roads  for  14  years. 

A  portion  of  the  turnpike  roads  in  the  Oreenlaw  Trust  pass  throogh 
the  Swinton  District,  as  also  a  portion  of  the  Middle  District  roads. 

In  point  of  economy,  I  consider  it  an  advantage  that  the  eame  sorveyor 
sbould  have  charge  of  all  the  turnpike  and  statute  labour  roads  in  a  dis* 
trict;  The  statute  labour  roads  lead  into  the  turnpike  roads.  All  the 
lower  part  of  the  county  is  a  network  of  roads,  and  I  find  it  a  great  ad- 
vantage that  the  same  men  can  work  on  both  sets  of  roads  occasionally. 
A  man  cannot  travel  with  advantage  more  than  four  miles  to  his  work, 
and  the  more  his  work  is  concentrated  the  better.  If  his  work  were  con- 
fined to  the  turnpike  roads,  it  would  be  impossible  to  concentrate  it.  I 
have  experienced  the  disadvantage  of  this  in  the  Greenlaw  Turnpike, 
which  is  very  extended.  I  could  have  looked  after  a  much  greater  number 
of  miles  of  road  within  a  smaller  compass.  The  providing  of  metal  is 
generally  performed  by  contract,  embracing  the  quarrying,  carting,  and 
delivery  at  the  depots.  There  is  a  great  want  of  proper  road  material  in 
ihe  lower  part  of  Berwickshire.  It  is  sometimes  carted  10  miles.  We 
are  very  dependant  on  land-stones  lor  metal,  and  these-  are  becoming 
scarce. 

We  get  the  money  for  otrr  bridges  generally  in  very  small  suras,  but  I 
have  had  very  little  to  do  with  these.  Unless  it  is  a  matter  of  import- 
ance, we  do  not  apply  for  bridge  money. 

The  revenne  of  the  Deanbum  District  is  now  only  about  half  what  it 
once  was.  We  can  still  maintain  the  road,  but  cannot  pay  the  interest  of 
<the  debt.  That  road  was  much  more  expensive  in  its  formation  than 
would  have  been  necessary  to  accommodate  the  present  traffic.  We  spent 
about  L.30,000  on  improvements,  and  I  question  very  much  whether 
more  than  L.6000  of  that  would  have  been  expended  but  for  the  expecta- 
tion of  getting  the  mails  and  coaches  to  use  it.  The  traffic  is  now  entirely 
local;  we  have  not  a  post  chaise  once  a  month.  We  have  still  some 
through  traffic  to  Dalkeith  and  EdinbOTprh  markets,  consisting  of  farm 
produce  and  carriers*  carts  ;  and  coal  and  lime  come  back  the  same  way. 
This  is  still  really  a  traffic  for  parties  in  the  locality,  who  aie  the  parties 
'who  now  pay  the  tolls.  I  do  not  think  it  would  make  much  difference  to 
those  parties  whether  they  contributed  to  the  roads  by  paying  toll  or  by 
an  assessment. 

I  have  always  been  of  opinion  that  an  assessment  couid  be  laid  on 
"which  would  fall  upon  the  same  parties  who  now  contribute.  The  occu- 
piers and  the  owners  of  a  farm  now  pay  the  tolls  and  the  statute  laboar. 
I  have  gone  into  a  calculation  with  farmers ^  and  httve  ascertained  as  nearly 
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as  possible  what  tliey  vchially  paid  for  tolls  in  a  year,  and  ako  for  statute      Connty 
laboar,  and  it  appeared  that  two  per  e«nt.  on  tbe  rental  of  the  county     n   *'^  i. 
would  be  sofficient  to  keep  np  all  the  roads,  both  turnpike  and  statute        ^"^' 
labour,  irrespective  of  the  debt.     One  per  cent,  on  the  farmer  would  in   james  Gun- 
general  be  less  than  he  at  present  pays  in  the  e^ape  fvf  tolls  and  statute  Biiig*hame,Bsq. 
labour,  besides  the  inconvenience  and  annoyance  Of  having  to  study  hours 
and  loadings,  so  as  to  escape  paying  double  tolls.     I  have  gone  mmately 
into  the  calculation  on  the  rental  of  the  county,  as  shown  by  the  Valuation 
KoU,  and,  taking  the  rental  at  L.  300,009,  I  find  that  L.6000  should  be 
fiufficient  to  maintain  the  roads  in  tfae^^ounty,  irrespective  of  improvements 
and  interest  of  debt.     The  data  I  went  upon  consisted  in  taking  the  whole 
mileage  of  the  roads  in  the  county,  and  estimatnig  on  roy  own  knowledge 
the  probable  cost  of  the  same.     I  reckon  that  there  are  160  miles  of 
turnpike  roads,  and  I  take  the  annual  average  cost  per-mile  to  be  about 
Ij.15.    This  would  give  a  sum  of  L.2,400  as  the  cost  of  these.     I  reckon 
that  there  are  8^  miles  of  statute  li^ur  roads,  the  cost  of  keeping  which 
I  estimate  at  L.4,  12s.  per  mile.    At  this  average,  the  total  expense 
would  be  L.1610.     The  machinery  for  an  assessment  in  the  county  is 
already  in  existence,  and  I  think  that  the  additional  sum  to  be  collected 
under  an  assessment  should  not  exceed  two  per  cent,  in  the  cost  of 
collection. 

As  regards  the  mam^^ement,  1  should  think  that  two  surveyors,  if  pro- 
perly located,  could  overlook  all  the  roads  in  the  county,  and  the8e,*with 
an  ^lowance  for  a  horse,  1  would  estimate  at  L.400  ;  and  for  remunera- 
tion to  clerks,  the  charge  on  this  head,  the  Trusts  being  consolidated, 
should  not  exceed  L.200.  Throwing  out  the  interest  on  debt,  the  sums 
i  have  named  will  amount  in  all  to  L.4590,  but  I  have  taken  the  estimate 
of  Ii.^0O0,  that  I  may  be  sure  to  have  the  requisite  sum  to  maintain  these 
roads  in  a  better  state  than  hitherto. 

I  think  a  measure  of  this  kind  would  be  satisfactory  to  the  fanners  in 
tbe  county  in  particular.  I  am  aware  that  in  making  the  landlords  pay 
one  per  cent.,  I  should  be  throwing  a  burden  upon  them  for  which  they  are 
not  liable  during  the  currency  of  existing  leases. 

In  the  case  of  a  resident  proprietor,  he  must  pay  at  present  a  considerable 
sum  in  the  way  of  tolls  and  statute  labour,  and,  therefore,  if  an  assessment 
were  substituted  for  tolls,  the  burden  upon  him  would  only  be  the  differ- 
ence  between  the  amount  of  the  assessment  and  the  amount  of  tolls  and 
statute  labour  he  already  pays.  To  a  resident  proprietor,  with  a  rental  of 
L.10,000  a  year,  the  difference  would  not  be  alx>ve  L.50,  or  one-half  per 
cent. 

But  I  should  say  that,  during  existing  leases,  I  would  consider  it  fair 
that  the  occupiers  should  bear,  say  three-fourths  of  the  assessment  upon 
their  respective  occupancies,  until  their  leases  expire,  and  a  new  bargain 
comes  to  be  made  between  the  parties. 

I  think  that  an  assessment  on  lands  and  heritages  is,  upon  the  whole, 
the  most  expedient  mode.  With  respect  to  innkeepers  and  persons  keep- 
ing horses  for  hire,  I  consider  that  such  parties  are  reached  by  an  assess- 
ment on  the  parties  who  hire  and  use  their  horses.  I  see  no  reason  for 
exempting  agricultural  horses  from  an  assessment,  because  farmers  use  our 
roads,  and  cut  them  up,  I  should  say,  a  great  deal  more  than  other  persons. 
Many  miles  of  statute  labour  roads  that  I  have  charge  of  are  used  exclu- 
sively by  fiurmers,  and  they  use  turnpikes  whenever  they  can  make  them 
available,  whilst  they  are  exempt  from  payment  of  any  toll  in  making  such 
use  of  them. 

I  should  wish  to  mention  that,  throughout  the  county,  the  withdrawal  of 
licenses  caused  a  considerable  diminution  in  the  toll  revenues. 

I  think  the  expense  of  our  toll-bars  could  not  be  put  down  at  less  than 
L.80  a-pieoe.    They  are  all  taken  by  different  individuals,  who  must  be  held, 
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Coanty       in  taking  them,  to  calculate  on  receiving  from  the  tolls,  in  addition  to  the 

^    ^(  ,        rent,  as  much  as  may  he  sufficient  to  maintain  themselves  and  their  family. 

crwic  .  J  ^jjjjj]j  jjjg  present  position  of  the  tolls  jesses  very  hardly  on  Coldstreaniy 

James  Can-   from  the  junction  of  three  Trusts.     In  one  direction  to  the  south,  we  have 

niughame,  Esq.  three  tolls  within  three  miles.     We  must  pay  two  tolls  in  going  to  the 

south,  we  have  three  tolls  within  three  miles.     We  must  pay  two  tolls  in 

going  to  the  railway  station  at  Comhill. 

""  The  turnpike  passes  through  the  town  of  Coldstream  to  the  extent  of 
700  yards,  and  is  maintained  by  the  Trustees.  The  other  streets  are 
maintained  by  an  assessment  of  lOd.  per  pound  for  cleaning,  paving,  and 
lighting,  and  all  householders  in  the  parish  above  L.5  in  value  pay  statute 
labour,  3s.,  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  parish  roads. 

Note. — The  mileage  of  statute  labour  roads  in  Berwickshire  is  457 
miles,  according  to  the  Parliamentary  Return.  The  follovring  letter  from 
Mr  Ounninghame  refers  to  this  circumstance  having  been  communicated 

to  him-:— 

CoLVSTBBAM,  14<&  AprU  1869. 

Dear  Sib, — I  am  in  receipt  of  yours  of  yesterday,  and  am  rather  sur- 
prised at  the  discrepancy  in  the  number  of  niilea  of  parish  roads  in  this 
county. 

I  may  state  that  the  measurements  upon  which  I  based  my  calculations 
were  taken  from  a  map  of  the  county  published  in  1826,  this  map  being 
upon  a  scale  of  one  inch  to  the  mile,  and  at  the  time  I  made  up  the 
quantities,  I  believed  them  to  be  nearly  correct. 

I  may  observe  that  in  the  northern  and  western  portions  of  the  county 
(which  is  chiefly  moorlands),  there  are  a  number  of  tracks  or  pathways 
unfenced,  and  not  very  distinctly  delineated  on  the  said  map,  and  many 
miles  of  which,  though  used  occasionally  as  a  public  way,  may  be  termed 
parish  roads,  but  upon  which  not  a  shilling  of  statute  labour  money  is 
expended. 

If  these  have  been  included  in  the  Returns  giTcn  in  by  the  clerks,  it 
would  make  a  considerable  addition  certainly,  and  upon  no  other  ground 
can  I  account  for  the  difference  of  upwards  of  100  miles  between  their 
statement  and  mine. — 1  am,  etc., 

JAMES  CUNNINGHAME, 

Alex.  Macduff,  Esq.,  Secy.,  etc. 


Tuesdqy,  I5th  March  1859. 


MBMBEB8  PBESKNT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.      |      Right  Honble.  Sir  J.  M'Neill. 
MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  IX.  Jamu  Low,  Esq.,  Berry  well,  Dunse,  Examined : — 

J.  Low,  E?q.  I  am  agent  for  sever^  landed  proprietors  in  Berwickshire  and  Roxburgh- 
shire to  a  large  extent.  I  have  acted  for  upwards  of  20  years  in  that 
capacity.  I  am  in  the  habit  of  attending  the  meetings  of  the  statute  labour 
road  Trustees  in  the  Greenlaw  District.  The  statute  labour  roads  in  that 
district  are  in  fair  order.  There  is  a  surveyor  in  each  parish  in  the  dis- 
trict, with  a  general  clerk  for  the  whole  district.  This  mode  of  management 
seems  to  work  very  well^  but  I  think  it  would  be  better  if  all  the  roads  were 
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under  one  surveyor.  The  schoolmasters  in  Polwarih  and  Hume  at  present 
act  as  surveyors.  In  Greenlaw  we  have  a  superior  road-man,  who  acts  as 
surveyor  under  the  clerk.  The  schoolmasters  generally  go  hand  in  hand 
ivith  some  of  the  tenants  in  the  parishes.  We  formerly  had  some  of  the 
intelligent  tenants  as  surveyors  before  the  schoolmasters  acted  as  such,  and 
I  should  think  that  arrangement  a  better  one.  There  are  sometimes  com- 
plaints in  those  parishes  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  funds  are  applied 
to  one  road  in  preference  to  another.  We  endeavour  to  guard  as  well  as 
we  can  against  any  partiality  in  distributing  the  funds.  I  also  occasion- 
ally attend  the  statute  labour  road  meetings  in  the  Swinton  District.  The 
system  is  the  same  as  in  the  Greenlaw  District,  except  that  there  is  one 
surveyor  for  the  whole  district. 

I  think  there  would  be  certain  advantages  in  having  the  turnpike  and 
statute  labour  roads  under  one  system  of  management.  Since  the  forma- 
tion of  railways,  some  statute  labour  roads  have  now  as  much  or  more 
traffic  than  turnpikes,  whilst  many  turnpikes  have  as  little  traffic  as  statute 
labour  roads  used  to  have. 

The  feeling  among  tenants  is,  that  tolls  are  an  expensive  mode  of  raising 
the  revenue,  but  we  do  not  see  our  way  to  any  substitute  that  would  not 
greatly  increase  the  burden  on  lands  and  heritages.  In  a  great  measure  it 
is  the  parties  in  the  locality  who  now  use  the  turnpike  roads  and  pay  the 
tolls.  If  it  were  found  that  the  roads  in  Berwickshire,  both  statute  labour 
and  turnpike,  could  be  kept  in  repair  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  2  per  cent. 
on  the  rental,  I  would  consider  that  a  somewhat  increased  burden  on  the 
land.  I  have  not  considered  the  subject  much,  but  I  would  suppose  that 
the  present  burden  on  tenants  for  statute  labour  money  and  tolls  would 
amount  to  from  1  to  1^  per  cent,  on  their  rents. 

The  statute  labour  money  being  a  rate  on  horses,  etc.,  is  almost  wholly 
paid  by  the  tenants  in  the  county,  except  in  the  case  of  proprietors  farming 
their  own  land,  and  in  the  case  of  horses  and  servants  kept  by  them  for 
other  purposes.  Householders  and  labourers  also  pay  statute  labour 
money,  but  to  a  small  amount.  If  the  present  burden  on  tenants  be  fairly 
stated  at  from  1  to  1^  per  cent.,  any  assessment  above  that  rate  would 
of  course  increase  the  burden  on  the  tenants,  or  it  must  be  paid  by  the 
landlords. 

The  difficulties  that  meet  us,  with  regard  to  an  abolition  of  tolls,  in 
Berwickshire,  are,  in  the  first  place,  the  debt,  and,  in  the  next  place,  the 
division  of  the  county  into  upland  and  lowland.  The  proprietors  and 
tenants  in  the  Lammermoor  and  higher  districts  would  object  to  being 
assessed  for  the  maintenance  of  roads,  which  are  for  the  most  part  in  the 
lowland  district,  and  from  which  thev  derive  little  benefit,  and  a  similar 
objection  might  be  made  as  to  the  debt,  although,  I  should  think,  that  that 
might  be  carried  too  far,  the  roads  being  a  general  benefit,  of  which  all 
have  partaken. 

In  the  case  of  any  assessment  in  lieu  of  tolls,  the  burden  would  be 
increased  by  the  Lammermuir  proprietors  and  tenants  requiring  a  large 
expenditure  of  money  to  be  applied  to  their  roads  in  districts  where  at 
present  little  is  laid  out  upon  them,  and  by  an  assessment  for  the  debt.  I 
should  think  that,  under  these  circumstances,  the  assessment  would  require 
to  be  certainly  not  less  than  3  per  cent.,  more  probably  3^  per  cent. 

I  had  occasion  about  four  years  ago  to  be  negotiating  for  the  sale  of  a 
debt  upon  the  Berwick  Road  Trust,  and  I  ofiered  to  sell  a  debt  of  L.lOO, 
upon  which  5  per  cent,  interest  was  guaranteed  for  six  or  seven  years,  for 
L.65  or  L.70.  The  transaction,  however  was  not  completed,  and  I  know 
of  no  other  cases  of  road  debts  being  sold. 

In  Roxburghshire  the  statute  labour  assessment,  instead  of  being  on 
horses,  varies  according  to  the  wants  of  the  year.  It  is  leviable  on  the  old 
valued  rent.    The  proportion  payable  by  landlord  and  tenant  varies  accord- 


Conn  ty 

of 
Berwick. 


J.  Low,  Esq. 
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County      ing  to  the  rate  of  assessment.    When  the  assessment  is  408.  per  L.lOO 

^^.  Scots,  the  one>half  is  payable  by  the  landlord  and  one-half  by  the  toiant; 

Berwick,      ^hgn  above  408.,  the  excess  above  20s.  is  payable  by  landlord,  and,  on  the 

J.  Low,  Esq..   ^^^^  hand,  when  below  208.,  the  larger  proportion  is  payable  by  the 

tenant. 

In  case  of  any  system  of  assessment  being  adopted,  I  see  an  advantage 
in  retaining  the  assessment  on  horses,  in  so  far  as  the  inhabitants  of  towns 
(not  proprietors)  who  keep  horses  would  thereby  contribute  somelhiog 
towards  the  expense  of  keeping  up  the  roads.  But,  on  the  other  hand* 
the  expense  of  collecting  a  rate  would  be  greater  than  a  simple  aflsesBm^t. 


TFeifMM%,  16^A  Murch  1860. 


ICEMBEBS  PRESENT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.  |      Right  Honble.  Sir  J.  M'Neill. 

Duncan  McLaren,  Esq. 

Mr  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  X.  John  Wilaon^  Esq.,  Edington  Mains,  Examined : — 

J.  Wilson,  Esq.  I  am  a  large  farmer  in  the  parish  of  Ghimside,  county  of  Berwick.  I 
also  occupy  a  large  sheep  farm  in  the  Higher  or  Lammermoor  District. 
My  attention  has  been  frequently  turned  to  the  subject  of  tolls,  and  at  one 
time  I  entertained  a  pretty  strong  opinion  as  to  the  desirableness  of  having 
tolls  removed.    My  opinion  is  modified  very  materially  since  then. 

My  attention  was  at  first  directed  to  the  subject  of  tolls,  not  only  on 
account  of  the  inconvenience  experienced  from  them  by  the  obstruction  to 
free  inter-coDununication,  but  also  the  inequality  of  their  operation,  from 
the  position  of  the  tolls*  The  especial  objection  which  presented  itself  to 
me  was  the  expensiveness  of  the  mode  of  collection.  I  never  have  had 
materials  to  know  with  any  precision  the  exact  per  centage  of  that  cost, 
but  I  have  always  been  led  to  believe  that  it  is  excessive. 

My  opinion  has  lately  been  modified,  because,  after  reading  the  opinions 
of  those  opposed  to  tolls,  and  considering  the  different  substitutes  proposed, 
I  could  never  find  any  plan  which  did  not  involve  my  being  saddled  with 
a  heavier  expense  than  at  present.  I  would  very  much  prefer  having  one 
payment  in  the  form  of  a  rate  to  the  payment  of  statute  labour  and  of 
tolls,  provided  there  was  no  material  increase  in  the  amount  paid.  One 
obvious  reason  to  me  why  the  rate  would  be  necessarily  larger  is,  that  a 
large  class  who  now  pay  tolls  would,  under  an  assessment,  contribute 
nothing.  There  are  26  cottagers  on  the  farm  1  occupy,  who  consume,  on 
an  average^  six  cart  loads  of  coal  per  cottage  in  the  year.  The  toll  in 
our  locality  on  each  of  these  loads  is  lOd.,  being  a  contribution  or  road- 
rate  of  L.6,  10s.  from  these  cottagers,  or  rather  more  than  the  fourth 
part  of  what  I  pay  myself  in  tolls  and  statute  labour  combined.  These 
cottagers  pay  no  statute  labour — I  pay  for  them. 

It  has  usually  been  proposed  in  plans  of  assessment  to  exempt  persona 
living  in  cottages  under  L.5  of  rent,  which  would  strike  off  ail  such  parties 
as  those  I  have  referred  to.  These  parties  at  present  pay  tolls  cbeezfuliv, 
considering  them  in  fact  part  of  the  price  of  the  coals ;  but  they  would 
object  very  much  to  have  a  corresponding  amount  deducted  from  their 
wages  in  consideration  of  tolls  being  abolished,  or  to  have  the  tax  levied 
in  a  direct  form.    It  ig  evident  that  the  revenue  whiek  would  be  l<w4  ia 
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this  way  nrast  be  met  by  an  increased  rate  o&  the  owner  and  occupier  of      County 
the  land.  of 

I  calculate  my  tolls  and  statute  labour  on  my  Ghimside  farm'  to  be     Berwick. 
about  L.24  per  jear,  or  L.l  per  cent,  on  my  rental.     This  includes  my  j.  Wilagti  Esq. 
personal  tolls ;  and  I  should  state  that  I  cannot  conveniently  use  the  rail*  *  ' 

way  in  going  to  market. 

I  bare  not  the  means  of  knowing  whether  L.l  per  cent,  is  the  average 
present  burden  of  tolls  iCnd  statute  labour  on  farmers  in  the  county  gene* 
rally.  I  would  not  consider  that  the  amount  of  statute  labour  money,  as 
at  preseat  levied  in  Berwickshire,  affords  in  all  cases  a  very  certain 
eriterion  of  the  amount  of  rent.  At  the  same  time,  if  a  rate  is  to  be 
levied  in  lieu  of  toils,  I  think  that  rental  affords  a  far  better  basis  than 
the  number  of  horses,  which  is  a  troublesome  and  vexatious  mode,  from 
the  changes  which  from  time  to  time  take  place  in  the  number  of  horses 
kept.  I  have  been  an  overseer  in  my  district  for  some  time,  and  we  find 
that  tbese  changes  of  rate»  if  attempted,  will  be  a  constant  source  of  an« 
moyanee. 

A  rate  of  L«2  per  cent.,  if  levied  over  the  county  in  lieu  of  tolls  and 
statute  labour,  would,  I  think,  be  a  very  heavy  burden.  It  would  double 
the  rate  I  now  pay,  and  it  would  increase  my  rate  in  the  inverse  ratio  of 
my  ability  to  pay,  as  an  increase  in  rent  would,  under  such  a  system, 
entail  an  increase  of  rate,  whilst  the  tenants'  profits  would  be  diminished 
by  having  more  rent  to  pay,  without  using  the  roads  more  than  heretofore. 
To  lay  one-half  of  the  burden  on  the  proprietor  of  the  land  would  be  a 
mode  of  adjusting  the  burden  during  existing  leases;  but  under  new 
irrangements  it  would  be  taken  into  consideration  in  entering  upon  a 
lease.  Under  existing  leases,  it  would  be  absolutely  necessary  to  protect 
tenants  from  having  more  to  pay  than  at  present. 

A  good  many  of  the  tolls  I  have  to  pay  are  paid  to  English  Trusts.  Of 
the  lOd.  paid  mr  each  load  of  coals  by  me,  only  3d.  is  paid  in  Scotland* 
I  state  ny  own  case ;  but  I  know  that  it  applies  to  a  very  large  class  of 
I^rsons  in  my  district,  and  I  wish  to  direct  tne  attention  of  the  Commis^ 
lioners  particularly  to  this  point,  because  it  is  evident  that,  if  tolls  were 
abolished  in  Scotland^  we  should  be  at  a  disadvantage,  having  first  to  pay 
a  rate,  and  still  having  to  pay  the  greater  part  of  the  tolls  now  paid  by 
Us.  The  whole  of  our  hi  stock  passes  into  England,  and  the  payments 
for  toll  we  cannot  avoid. 

I  am  in  the  Foulden  District  of  statute  labour  roads.  The  statute 
labour  is  managed  separately  in  each  parish  by  two  or  more  farmers  who 
are  appointed  as  overseers.  The  funds  assessed  in  the  parishes  are  spent 
within  these  parishes.  The  four  parishes  in  the  district  have  to  maintain 
jointly  a  bridge  over  the  Whitadder,  which  is  a  heavy  burden.  There  is 
no  regular  surveyor  under  these  overseers,  and  I  consider  the  whole 
system  is  exceedmgly  defective.  I  have  myself  been  an  overseer  for 
upwards  of  20  years.  Different  systems  are  pursued  in  the  different 
parishes.  In  our  parish  we  employ  a  labourer  for  about  three-fourths  of 
i^year,  and  make  the  money  go  as  far  as  we. can  in  paying  his  wages  and 
procuring  material.  I  look  upon  my  office  of  overseer  as  a  troublesome 
pne,  and  one  with  which  I  ought  not  to  be  burdened.  I  have  never  heard 
in  my  immediate  neighbourhood  any  complaints  of  malversation  or  jobbing, 
and  I  am  sure  there  are  no  flagrant  cases  of  the  kind.  Although  the 
revenue  shoidd  continue  to  be  levied  as  at  present,  both  by  rates  and  tolls, 
there  is  no  necessity  for  a  separate  system  of  management  for  the  two 
separate  classes  of  roads.  In  my  opinion,  it  wonld  be  a  great  step  in  ad- 
vance at  omce  to  change  tbe  mode  of  administering  the  funds,  although 
BO  change  should  be  made  in  the  mode  of  levying  them.  Titere  should  be 
an  end  put  to  the  system  of  intrusting  the  charge  of  the  statute  labeav 
toada  tofivmsn  BeuctedfroQi  eoek  pariah  under  the  name  of  overseer. 


144  Turnpike  Road  Inquiry — Scotland* 

Conntj       They  are  usually  not  well  qualified  for  the  duty»  and  have  their  time  and 

**[  attention  otherwise  pre-occupied.     Let  a  surveyor  and  an  adequate  num- 

Berwick.     .y^^^  ^f  labourers  be  appointed  for  districts  which  shall  include  every 

J.  Wilson  Esq.  description  of  public  roads  within  them.     It  would  indeed  be  highly  proper 

that  the  rate-payer  should  have  some  fair  share  by  representation  in  any 

Board  having  the  disposal  of  the  funds  of  any  given  district,  but  the 

whole  actual  conducting  of  operations  on  the  roads  should  be  by  paid 

servants. 

Owing  to  changes  introduced  by  the  railways,  I  see  no  necessity  now 
for  keeping  up  two  descriptions  of  roads,  but,  on  the  contrary,  very  urgent 
reason  whv  that  distinction  should  cease.  There  are  statute  labour  roads 
in  the  parish  of  Chimside  which  are  fully  as  much  used  as  turnpikes,  and 
ought  to  have  as  much  expended  on  them. 

I  understand  the  revenue  from  tolls  has  very  much  diminished  in  con- 
sequence of  the  withdrawal  of  licenses  from  the  toll-bars.  I  have  heard 
that  the  loss  was  as  much  as  L.50  per  bar  in  Berwickshire.  This,  of 
course,  was  a  very  inexpedient  form  of  raising  money  for  the  roads,  and  I 
was  one  of  those  who  strongly  urged  upon  the  Magistrates  to  withdraw  the 
Mcenses.  I  am  sotry  to  say  that,  notwithstanding  the  withdrawal,  the 
practice  of  selling  whisky  at  the  toll-bars  is  nearly  as  prevalent  as  ever, 
with  all  the  evils  attendant  upon  it. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  statute  labour  roads  in  the  district  with  which 
I  am  connected  are  getting  into  a  worse  condition  than  they  ought.  The 
stratum  of  material  is  getting  thinner,  and  I  think,  if  allowed  to  go  on,  a 
heavier  outlay  will  be  required  to  put  them  in  good  heart. 

In  regard  to  the  burden  of  5s.  each  of  which  I  have  spoken,  as  at 
present  laid  on  my  cottagers  for  tolls,  I  do  not  think  that  such  an  arrange- 
ment is  inequitable  or  essentially  unfiiir.  I  think  the  labourers  in  the 
district  are  well  paid,  and  that  it  is  fair  they  should  thus  bear  their  share 
of  the  burden  of  roads.  Such  parties  represent  a  very  large  class  of  the 
population  living  in  villages,  and  I  think  there  is  no  class  of  the  com- 
munity more  benefited  by  the  roads  than  these  very  classes.  There  being 
little  or  no  peat  available  in  the  low  part  of  Berwickshire,  the  peasantry 
had  great  difficulty  in  procuring  fuel  until  good  roads  sfere  made.  The 
formation  and  maintenance  of  such  roads  has  put  excellent  coal,  at  a 
moderate  price,  within  their  reach,  and  in  this  single  item  has  enhanced 
their  comfort  and  well-being  in  no  ordinary  degree. 


Friday,  ISth  March  1859. 


uembi:rs  present. 
William  Smythe^  Esq.  |      Right  Honble.  Sir  J.  M'NeilL 

MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  XI.  David  Milne  Homey  Esq.  of  Wedderbum,  Examined : 

David  Milne  I  am  a  landed  proprietor  in  Berwickshire,  and  have  taken  a  considerable 
Home,  Esq.  interest  in  county  matters.  I  am  a  member  of  most  of  the  Road  Trusts, 
and  attend  the  meetings  of  three  out  of  the  five  Trusts, — ^viz.,  the  East 
Trust,  the  Middle  Trust,  and  the  West  or  Greenlaw  Trust,  In  the  East 
Trust  I  am  a  creditor  to  the  extent  of  L.400  or  L.500,  but  not  on  either 
of  the  other  Trusts. 
In  the  East  Trust  the  revenue  has  fallen  ofiT  of  late  yean  from  throe 
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canses, — Ist,  Before  1830,  the  traffic  diminislied  in  consequence  of  the       County 
improvements  on  the  West  or  Greenlaw  District,  from  about  L.1660  to  of 

L.1360,  a  large  portion  of  the  traffic  being  diverted  to  the  West  line.  Berwick. 
This  occurred  between  the  years  1830  and  1836,  the  toll  rents  on  the  David  M. 
West  Trust  having,  in  the  same  interval,  risen  from  £3200  to  L.3400.  Home,  £sq. 
At  that  time  remonstrances  were  made  to  Qovernment  by  the  Trustees 
against  the  mails  being  sent  by  the  West  line,  as  they  considered  it  unfair, 
after  the  improvements  which  had  been  made  on  the  Bbst  line,  and  the 
lialHlities  which  had  been  ^incurred  by  them,  that  Government  shoald 
encourage  a  rival  line.  The  2d  cause  was  the  establishment  of  the  North 
British  Railway  in  1846  or  1847.  In  1846,  the  rental  from  tolls  on  the 
Trust  from  Dunglass  to  Berwick  was  L.1787,  and  in  1851,  in  consequence 
of  the  diversion  of  traffic,  the  toll  rents  had  sunk  to  L.687.  The  3d  cause 
was,  the  taking  away  of  licences  from  toll-bars,  which  caused  the  rents  on 
this  road  to  fall  to  L.414.  I  see  no  reason  why  any  further  fall  should  be 
anticipated,  the  traffic  bang  now  entirely  local.  With  the  present  re- 
duced revenue  we  are  not  able  to  pay  the  former  interest  on  the  debt,  and 
keep  up  the  roads  at  the  same  time.  I  wish  to  explain  how  the  debt  was 
incurred.  This  road  was  formerly  the  nearest  line  of  thoroughfare  between 
Edinburgh  and  London,  and  the  Trustees  were  encouraged  to  make  im- 
provements on  that  line  for  facilitating  intercourse  between  the  two  parts 
of  the  United  Kingdom.  A  sum  of  L.IOOO  was  granted  in  1805  by  Par- 
liament, out  of  the  Forfeited  Estates  Fund,  for  building  Pease  Bridge,  and 
also  ^^for  repairing  and  widening  the  road  leading  from  the  burgh  of 
Berwick-on-Tweed."  After  that  date  the  whole  line  of  road  was  changed, 
from  the  confines  of  Haddington  to  Berwick-on-Tweed — from  the  high 
and  bleak  parts  of  Coldingham  parish  to  a  line  further  inland.  And  an 
Act  of  Parliament  was  passed,  the  preamble  of  which  was  as  follows  :— 
'^Whereas  the  great  post  road  from  Berwick-on-Tweed  to  Dunglass 
Bridge  has  been  found  in  many  places  steep  and  incommodious,  adftd  those 
defects  cannot  be  remedied  unless  the  line  and  direction  of  the  said  road 
is  altered  and  improved."  It  was  therefore  *'  enacted,  that  for  the  greater 
safety  and  convenience  of  persons  travelling  on  the  said  great  post  road 
from  Berwick-on-Tweed  to  Dunglass  Bridge,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  alter  the 
present  line  and  direction  of  the  said  road  "  in  the  way  ^  most  advantage- 
ous  to  the  public,  and  least  injurious  to  private  property,"  for  national 
thoroughfare.  The  road  was  of  course  much  wider  and  with  better 
gradients  than  would  have  been  at  all  necessary  for  merely  local  traffic. 
The  Act  authorised  money  to  be  borrowed  for  this  new  line  of  road.  A 
large  sum  of  money  was  borrowed,  for  which  certain  of  the  Trustees 
became  personally  liable.  The  tolls  were  more  than  sufficient  to  main- 
tain the  road  and  pay  the  interest  on  the  debt  so  incurred,  and  would 
have  enabled  the  Trustees  to  have  paid  off  the  debt,  had  not  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  Legislature  interfered  in  the  three  ways  above  mentioned. 
The  first  interference  occurred  about  the  year  1822,  when  a  Parliamentary 
Committee  was  appointed  to  consider  a  plan  of  a  proposed  line  of  road 
from  London  to  Edinburgh  by  Wooler,  Coldstream,  and  Greenlaw.  This 
plan  had  been  made  out  by  Mr  Telford  under  instructions  from  the 
Treasury,  and  was  approved  of  by  the  Treasury  and  Parliament  as  short- 
ening *<  the  communication  between  London  and  Edinburgh  "  by  19  miles. 
The  Committee,  in  their  Report,  admitted  that  the  funds  of  other  Trusts, 
and  particularly  the  East  Trust,  might  be  affected  were  the  plan  adopted, 
hut  they  thought  this  effect  would  only  be  "  to  a  limited  extent."  An  Act 
was  passed  in  the  year  1825  to  enable  the  Trustees  on  the  West  or  Green- 
law Trust  to  make  the  improvements  on  their  line,  as  recommended  by 
Mr  Telford ;  and  about  the  year  1828,  many  of  these  improvements 
having  been  executed,  the  Trustees  on  the  East  Trust  took  alarm,  and, 
having  learned  that  the  London  and  Edinburgh  Mail  was  to  be  transferred 
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Coonty       from  their  Hne  of  road  to  the  West  or  Qreenlaw  Road,  they  addressed  a 
o^  petition  to  the  Postmaster-General,  stating  that  this  measure  *>'  would  be 

^''*'^*'  attended  with  ruinous  consequences  to  the  petitioners,  as  it  would  deprive 
DaWd  M.  them  of  the  sum  of  L.328  yearly  of  tolls  paid  by  the  mail  coach,. and 
Home»  Esq.  would  thus  render  them  unable  to  meet  the  interest  of  their  debt,  expenses 
of  management,  and  keep  the  post  road  in  repair.  That  although  your 
petitioners  have  no  legal  pledge  from  the  Government  to  guarantee  them 
from  the  consedliences  of  personal  risk,  they  appeal  with  confidence  to 
every  candid  and  enlightened  mind,  as  to  the  cruel  in^stiee  of  their  being 
sulnected  to  heayy  loss  as  a  reward  for  theur  promptitude  in  carrying  on, 
with  much  exertion  and  trouble,  a  great  public  work,  much  mere  eon- 
nected  with  the  convenienoe  of  the  Goyemment  and  the  general  good  of 
the  country,  than  any  advantage  arising  to  themselves.'*  In  this  petition 
it  was  stated  that,  in  altering  the  line  of  road,  and  making  it  of  the  proper 
width  and  levels,  a  debt  of  L. 20,000  had  been  incurred  by  the  Post  Road 
Trustees,  their  only  security  for  which  was  the  rental  of  the  toll-bars.  I 
am  not  aware  what  answer  was  received  to  this  petition  from  the  Post- 
master-General. The  proposal,  however,  to  transfer  the  mail  was  not  at 
that  time  carried  out.  But,  in  the  year  1830,  another  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  sat,  and  reported  on  the  subject  of  the  Northern 
Roads,  which  recommended  that  the  mail  should  be  transferred  to  the 
Wooler  and  Greenlaw  Read,  on  account  of  the  great  advantages  which 
would  result  to  the  two  capitals,  and  even  to  the  North  of  Scotland,  by 
bringing  the  London  Mail  to  Edinburgh  two  hours  sooner.  The  East 
Post  Road  Trustees  again  protested  against  the  proposed  transfer  of 
traffic  from  their  line,  without  provision  being  made  for  the  heavy  debt 
on  their  Trust ;  and  they  pablished  a  pamphlet,  representing  that  ^^  the 
road  in  question  is  in  a  comer  of  B^wickshire.  By  it  there  is  little 
internal  traffic  belonging  to  the  county,  and  the  proprietors  of  the  county 
have  seldom  occasion  to  go  by  that  route.  The  improvements  were 
mainly  undertaken  for  the  service  of  the  Government  and  the  general 
intercourse  of  the  kingdom.  But,  nevertheless,  the  money  required  for 
the  purpose  was  raised  on  the  credit,  and  at  the  risk  of  the  Trustees, 
who  had  little  or  no  personal  interest  in  the  undertaking.  If  they  had 
not  thus  given  their  liberal  aid,  the  road  must  either  have  remained  in  its 
former  very  defective  state,  to  the  manifest  injurv  of  the  remotest  parts 
of  the  country,  or  Government  must  itself  have  defrayed  the  expense  of 
making  it.  The  debt  thus  contracted  amounts  to  about  L.  19,000,  while, 
from  the  little  internal  traffic,  the  tolls  do  not  much  exceed  L.  1500  a- 
year.  With  the  greatest  difficulty  is  the  pecuniary  business  of  the  Trust 
now  carried  on ;  and  if  any  material  diminution  shall  take  place  in  the 
amount  of  tolls  derived  from  posting,  the  mail  coach,  or  other  sources, 
the  inevitable  result  will  be,  that  the  subscribers  of  the  bonds  will  be 
called  on  to  supply  the  deficiency  from  their  own  means. '  In  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  we  presume  that  means  will  be  devised  by  those  in 
authority  to  obviate  such  consequences,  and  avert  a  result  which  would 
partake  of  the  nature  of  a  breach  of  faith,  and  be  nothing  short  of  atzro- 
cious  injustice." 

Notwithstanding  these  remonstrances  and  protests  by  the  Post  Road 
Trustees,  no  means  were  devised  for  indemnifying  them  in  the  event  of 
the  traffic  being  taken  from  them,  and  their  toll  rents  falling  off  to  the 
extent  apprehended.  Perhaps  their  ease  was  not  properly  represented  or 
urged  upon  the  Gk>vemment  or  the  Legislature.  Perhaps  it  was  thought 
that  the  apprehensions  of  the  Trustees  were  not  well  founded.  I  was  not 
then  resident  in  the  county,  and  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  the  cir- 
cumstances. I  have  ahready  stated  that  the  toll  rents  fell  on  this  Trust 
about  L.200,  in  consequenee  of  the  traffic  going,  after  the  year  1830,  to 
the  West  Trijst  Road. 
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When,  in  th«  year  1846,  the  Legislature  authorised  the  formation  of      County 
the  North  British  Rail  if  aj,  the  Trustees,  anticipating  absolute  ruin,  should  of 

no  provision  whatever  be  made  for  the  debt,  made  an  urgent  appeal  to      ^^^J^*^* 
Parliament.     The  result  was,  that  the  North  British  Railway  Company      jy^^^^ 
was  forced  to  reMeve  the  Trustees  of  half  of  the  debt.    I  presume  that    Home,  Esq. 
this  amount  of  relief  was  fixed  on  because  it  was  thought  that  not  more 
than  half  of  the  traffic  in  goods  and  passengers  would  be  taken  from  the 
turnpike  road,  whereas  it  appears  that  the  toll  rents  between  the  yean 
1846  and  1851  fell  nearly  three-fourths. 

I  hold  that  the  East  Post  Road  Trustees  have  a  strong  chdm  in  equity 
upon  the  Legislature  and  the  kingdom  at  large  for  relief  of  at  least  a 
portion  of  their  debt,  assuming  that  the  tolls  do  not  enable  them  to  ex- 
tinguish it.  This  claim  rests,  in  my  opinion,  on  two  grounds, — 1st,  This 
line  of  road  was  made  solely  for  the  sake  of  national  convenience,  and  not 
of  local  trafte.  But  2d,  As  individual  proprietors  in  the  eounty  of  Berwick 
were  induced,  by  patriotic  motives,  to  advance  the  money  necessary,  they 
must  be  held  to  have  done  so,  relying  on  the  traffic  and  toll  rents  con- 
tinuing, and  the  Legislature  was  not  entitled  to  take  away  the  traffic  and 
toll  rents  as  they  did  without  making  provision  for  the  debt. 

I  do  not  suppose  that  this  road  was  constructed,  or  the  money  for  it 
advanced,  by  proprietors  on  account  of  the  advantages  which  would  accrue 
to  their  own  estates.  The  roads  previously  existing  were  sufficient,  as 
regarded  access  to  markets  and  coal- works,  etc. ;  and,  at  aU  events,  a  road 
of  less  width  than  80  feet,  and  much  less  favourable  gradients,  would 
hare  answered  these  purposes.  Besides,  several  of  the  Trustees  who 
became  bound  had  no  htnd  in  the  neighbourhood ; — ^for  instance,  the  late 
Mr  Wilson  of  Cumledge,  whose  estate  was  small,  and  situated  fully  12 
miles  distant  from  the  road  in  question.  Mr  Swinton  and  Mr  Bucfaao  of 
Kelloe  were  in  a  similar  position.  These  gentlemen  were  actuated  by 
feelings  of  public  spirit,  and  the  ambition  of  contributing  to  a  work  then 
deemed  to  be  of  great  national  importance,  as  connecting  England  and 
Scotland  more  closely.  It  is  right  also  to  mention  that  the  security  given 
by  Parliament  at  that  time  was  such  as  to  justify  and  even  encourage  the 
advance  of  capital.  The  27th  Qeo.  III.,  ch.  89,  passed  in  the  year  1787, 
which  originally  created  this  Trust,  and  authorised  tolls  to  be  collected 
on  it,  contained  the  following  clause  in  §  27  : — ^  Be  it  enacted,  that  all 
the  tolls  to  be  raised  by  virtue  of  this  Act,  after  paying  the  expenses  of 
collection,  shaU  be  applied" in  manner  following;  that  is  to  say,  the  toll  to 
be  levied  upon  or  at  each  particular  gate,  for  payment  of  the  interest  of  the 
money  to  be  borrowed  therefrom,  and  repayment  of  the  principal  sums ; 
and,  in  the  Hcond  place,  for  making,  amending,  widening,  altering,  aUd 
repairing  the  said  roads,  and  the  several  other  purposes  of  this  Act." 
This  Act  was  not,  as  to  endurance,  limited  to  a  certain  number  of  years. 
The  two  next  Acts — ^viz.,  the  46th  Qeo.  III.,  oh.  ^5,  and  the  51st  Geo. 
in.,  cii.  41,  passed  in  the  years  1805  and  1811  respectively — ^referred  to 
the  or^nal  Act  of  the  27th  Geo.  III.,  ch.  89,  and  declared  that  all  the 
clauses  thereof  were  to  continue  as  if  the  Act  itself  were  repeated;  and 
the  last  of  them  specially  declared  that  the  tolls  authorised  to  be  levied 
in  future  were  to  be  *^  liable  to  the  payment  of  all  sufM  ofmon^  now  due 
and  owing  on  the  credit  of  the  said  recited  Acts,  or  on  the  pergonal  security 
€fthe  Truiteee  appointed  by  the  said  Acts."  This  Act,  therefore,  expressly 
recognised  these  debts,  to  which  the  Trustees  had  interposed  their  per- 
sonal securky  as  debts  of  the  Trust,  and  to  which  the  rents  of  the  tolls 
were  to  be  applied  for  the  liquidation  th6!rQof,  preferably  to  any  repairs 
on  the  roads. 

This  last  Act,  passed  in  1811,  contained  a  clause,  which  was  now  be- 
coming usual  in  Road  Acts,  declaring  that  it  should  continue  only  for  21 
yean.    Itt  the  year  1832,  therefore,  the  present  Act  was  passed,  which 
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County       bears,  thai  "  whereas  the  Tmstees  appointed  by  the  three  first  recited 

-  ^^.  .        Acts  have  proceeded  to  put  the  same  in  execution,  and  have  expended 

^"^'^  *      considerable  sums  of  money,  which  they  have  borrowed  upon  the  credit  of 

David  M.     the  tolls  and  duties  leviable  thereby,  and  upon  their  own  personal  credit, 

Home,  Esq.    for  the  purpose!  of  making  and  maintaining  the  said  roads,  a  large  portion 

of  which  sums  of  money  is  still  due  and  owing,  and  cannot  be  repaid,  nor 

can  the  said  roads  be  effectually  maintained  and  kept  in  repair  unless 

the  terms  and  powers  of  the  said  Acts  be  extended."    The  Act  of  1832 

then  declares  that  the  tolls  to  be  levied  in  future  shall  be  charged  with 

the  payment  of  all  monies  heretofore  borrowed  under  the  foresaid  recited 

Acts,  "  as  fully  and  effectually  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  if  such  monies 

had  been  borrowed  and  become  due  on  the  credit  of  this  Act,  and  of  the 

tolls  hereby  authorised  to  be  collected."    This  section  plainly  was  intended 

to  continue  the  security  of  the  Trustees,  as  it  had  been  under  the  previous 

Acts,  which  gave  a  preferable  right  over  the  tolls  for  payment  of  debt ; 

and  accordingly,  in  a  subsequent  section  as  to  the  application  of  tolls,  the 

jflrH  purpose  mentioned  is  the  **  repayment  of  the  money  borrowed," 

"  and  the  interest  thereof ; "  and  the  second  purpose  mentioned  is  the 

"  repairing  and  keeping  in  repair  the  roads." 

Looking  to  the  terms  of  these  Acts  of  Parliament,  I  am  of  opinion 
that  the  East  Post  Road  Trustees,  who  are  personally  responsible  for 
the  debt,  have  a  right  to  apply  the  toll  rents,  in  the  first  instance,  to 
payment  of  the  interest  thereon,  and  redemption  of  the  debt,  before  ex- 
pending  anything  in  repairing  the  roads.  This  power,  however,  it  would 
not  be  for  their  own  interest  so  to  exercise  as  to  allow  the  roads  to  get  into 
disrepair.  At  the  same  time,  as  this  line  of  road  has  ceased  to  be  a 
national  thoroughfare,  the  Trustees  cannot  be  expected  to  keep  it  in  the 
same  high  style  and  condition  originally  intended. 

I  have  said  that,  should  the  toll  rents  fail  to  yield  the  means  of  paying 
off  this  debt,  the  Trustees,  in  my  opinion,  would  have  a  fair  claim  in  equity 
for  relief  of  at  least  a  portion  6f  the  debt.  I  do  not  mean  to  deny  that, 
though  this  great  line  of  road  was  originally  designed  and  constructed 
solely  for  national  convenience,  some  benefit  did  incidentally  accrue  to  the 
district  through  which  it  passed  beyond  what  would  have  been  received 
had  there  been  merely  local  trafiSc  on  it.  The  inhabitants  of  course  bene- 
fited by  the  stage  coaches  and  the  carriers'  carts,  and  by  the  London 
Mail,  so  long  as  they  continued.  On  account  of  that  benefit — which, 
however,  lasted  only  for  a  time — ^it  might  perhaps  not  be  unfair  to  throw 
upon  the  district  contiguous  to  the  turnpike  a  small  portion  of  the  debt ; 
but  to  say  that  the  gentlemen  who  advanced  or  became  bound  for  the 
L. 20, 000  to  construct  the  road  considered  that  the  benefits  they  would 
thus  incidentally  derive  would  repay  them  for  such  an  expenditure  is  not 
only  unwarranted  but  ludicrous.  They  would  never  have  made  any  such 
advances,  or  incurred  such  liabilities,  had  they  not  relied  on  Parliament 
continuing  the  security  which  then  existed,  and  which,  but  for  the  inter- 
ference of  Parliament,  would  long  ere  this  have  allowed  of  the  entire 
redemption  of  the  debt. 

Being  a  Trustee  on  the  West  or  Greenlaw  Trust,  I  know  that  the 
traffic  and  toll  rents  on  that  line  have  also  greatly  fallen  oflf  in  consequence 
of  the  interference  of  Parliament.  It  is,  however,  only  on  the  lines  of 
road  which  were  lines  of  national  thoroughfare  that  debt  exists.  On  the 
Middle  Trust,  for  example,  there  is  no  debt. 

With  regard  to  the  origin  of  the  debt  on  the  West  Trust,  it  arose  from 
the  improvements  made  on  that  line  of  road  from  Coldstream  Bridge  by 
Greenlaw  and  Soutra  Hill,  in'  order  to  adapt  it  for  national  traflSc.  I 
have  mentioned  that  Government  having  discovered  that  the  route  between 
London  and  Edinburgh  could  thereby  be  shortened  at  least  19  miles,  they 
employed  Mr  Telford  to  survey  the  line,  and  thereafter  laid  his  plan  and 
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estimate  before  a  Committee  in  the  House  of  Commons.     That  Committee       County 
having  reported  most  favourably  of  the  new  route,  and  having  also  ex-      ^  ^^. 
pressed  an  opinion  that  the  tolls  would  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  of        ^J^  ' 
the  money  which  might  be  borrowed  to  pay  for  the  improvements,  an  Act     David  M. 
was  passed  in  the  year  1^25  for  carrying  out  Mr  Telford's  plans,  and    Home,  Esq. 
authorising  tolls  to  be  levied.     One  of  the  inducements  held  out  by 
Government  to  the  Trustees  was,  that  when  these  improvements  were 
made,  the  London  and  Edinburgh  Mail  would  be  transferred  to  that  line 
of  road.     Accordingly,  in  the  year  1830,  the  London  Mail  commenced 
running,  and  continued  running,  for  seven  or  eight  years. 

The  tolls  levied  on  this  road  were  sufficient  to  keep  it  in  good  order, 
and  also  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  debt,  as  well  as  to  form  a  sinking  fund 
for  its  ultimate  extinction ;  and  had  there  been  no  interference  with  the 
traffic  on  the  line  or  with  the  toll  rents,  the  debt  would  by  this  time  have 
been  nearly  paid  off.  But  about  the  years  1846  and  1847,  the  North 
British  Railway  was  formed,  which  absorbed  the  traffic  from  all  the  great 
lines  qf  thoroughfare.  In  that  year  the  tolls  on  the  Greenlaw  Trust 
amounted  to  about  L.3900.  In  the  year  1851.  they  had  sunk  to  L.1645, 
being  more  than  one-half;  and  in  the  year  1856,  which  was  about  a  year 
after  the  new  Licensing  Act  came  into  operation,  they  sunk  to  L.1443, 
that  is,  altogether  nearly  two-thirds.  The  case  of  the  Trustees  on  this  line 
of  road  seems  to  me  to  have  been  in  one  respect  much  harder  than  that  of 
the  East  Post  Road  Trustees,  inasmuch  as  the  Railway  Company  were 
not  compelled  to  relieve  them  of  any  part  of  the  debt. 

I  conceive  that  the  Trustees  on  this  line  of  road  have  a  strong  claim  in 
equity  to  be  relieved  of  at  least  a  portion  of  their  road  debt,  and  on  the 
same  grounds  which  I  have  explained  when  referring  to  the  debt  of  the 
East  Post  Road. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  it  would  conduce  to  convenience  and  economy  if 
the  Turnpike  Trusts  in  the  county  were  consolidated,  and  the  statute 
labour  roads  placed  under  the  same  management.  Resolutions  in  favour 
of  such  a  course  were  adopted  by  the  county  in  1855,  a  copy  of  which  is 
subjoined : — 

Excerpt  from  the  Minutes  of  a  Meeting  of  Her  Majesty's  Justices  of  the 
Peace  for  the  Shire  of  Berwick,  held  at  Greenlaw,  on  the  second  day 
of  October  1865. 

Inter  alia.  The  attention  of  the  meeting  having  been  called  to  the  state 
of  the  highways  in  the  county,  and  particularly  of  the  statute  labour  roads, 
and  their  mode  of  management,  the  following  resolutions  were  proposed  by 
David  Milne  Home,  Esq.,  and  seconded  by  Lord  Polwarth,  and  agreed  to. 

1.  That  with  the  view  of  improving  the  statute  labour  roads,  an  ex- 
perienced and  paid  surveyor  should  be  employed  in  all  the  districts,  whose 
duty  it  should  be  to  submit  every  year  a  report,  specifying  the  particular 
roads  requiring  repairs,  and  to  superintend  the  execution  of  such  repairs 
as  the  Trustees 'may  agree  upon. 

2.  That  with  a  view  to  economy  and  uniformity  of  management,  it  is 
desirable  that  the  number  of  surveyors  in  the  county  should  be  diminished, 
and  that  one  surveyor  should  be  employed  over  such  an  extent  of  roads, 
whether  turnpike  or  statute  labour,  as  he  could  conveniently  and  efficiently 
attend  to.  It  is  thought  that  this  might  be  accomplished  by  dividing  the 
county  into  two  districts. 

3.  That  it  might  be  remitted  to  a  committee  to  communicate  on  the 
subject  with  the  Trustees  of  the  various  roads  in  the  county,  both  turn- 
pike and  statute  labour,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  the  Trustees  for  any 
district  are  willing  to  adopt  the  system  of  management  indicated  in  the  ' 
foregoing  resolutions,  which  committee  shall  report  to  the  general  meeting 
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CoDnty      of  Justices  of  the  Peace  and  Commissioners  of  Supply,  to  be  held  on  30th 

^   ^(  .        April  next,  the  result  of  such  enquiries,  as  also  suggest  the  roads  which 

jsenvjcK.      nijgii^  \^  conveniently  placed  under  the  charge  of  each  surveyor. 

Pavid  M.         4*  "^liAt  the  committee  shall  consist  of — ^Lord  Polwarth ;  Mr  Spottis- 

Home,  Esq.    woode ;  Major  Logan  Home ;  Mr  Macdonald  Hume ;  Mr  WilsMi  of  Cum- 

ledge ;  Mr  Milne  Home ;  j&ir  Hood  of  Stoneridge ;  Sir  H.  H.  Campbell 

of  Marchmont,  Bart. ;  Mr  Milne  Home  to  be  convener. 

(Signed)        Wm.  Ha.y,  Pretes, 
Extracted  by        J  a.  Watson,  CUrk  of  the  Peace. 

We  have  at  present  ^\e  Turnpike  Trusts  under  separate  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  eight  districts  and  boards  of  management  for  the  statute  labour 
roads  of  the  county,  with  a  clerk  for  each  of  the  eight  districts,  a  colleetor 
for  each  parish  (33)  and  a  professional  surveyor  in  two  of  the  districts.  In 
the  other  six  districts  the  roads  are  managed  by  unprofessional  and  unpaid 
overseers.  I  think  the  most  equitable  form  of  levying  money  for  maintain* 
ing  roads  is  by  means  of  tolls ;  but  if  you  depart  from  the  principle  of  tolls, 
I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  the  present  Berwickshire  system  o{  assess- 
ment for  statute  labour  is  the  best  that  could  be  devised.  I  think  it  is 
objectionable  that  the  assessment  should  be  imposed  on  agricultural  horses, 
or  even  on  horses  of  any  kind,  which  gives  rise  to  frequent  attempts  at 
evasion,  and  also  frequent  questions  as  to  liability.  I  have,  in  my  own 
experience,  had  several  unpleasant  discussions  as  to  what  kinds  of  horses 
and  what  kinds  of  servants  were  chargeable.  Moreover,  I  know  of  several 
farms  in  Berwickshire,  where  the  number  of  horses  kept  affords  no  criterion 
of  the  use  made  of  the  roads,  as  all  their  carriages  are  now  upon  the  rail- 
way which  traverses  these  farms.  The  sort  of  assessment  that  I  am  more 
inclined  to  point  at  is  an  assessment  on  property,  but  not  confined  to  landed 
property.  I  think  the  best  system  would  be  something  like  that  in  America, 
where  the  assessment  extends  to  all  property,  heritable  and  moveable. 

In  the  United  States,  I  believe,  that  all  public  taxes  are  levied  accord- 
ing to  a  roll,  which  respresents  the  stock  or  capital  of  every  residenter, 
embracing,  not  only  the  value  of  land,  but  the  value  of  any  goods,  or  mer- 
chandise, or  cattle  belonging  to  him ;  and  in  this  way  all  classes  hear  a 
share,  according  to  means,  in  suporting  the  roads. .  I  rather  think  that  this 
principle  of  assessment  is  or  was  followed  in  the  ten  northern  counties  of 
Scotland,  which  are  aided  by  the  annual  grant  of  L.5000  for  the  support  of 
roads.  By  the  Acts  passed  about  the  year  1819,  three-fourths  of  the 
expense  were  appointed  to  be  contributed  by  the  counties,  and  an  assess- 
ment was  authorised  to  be  levied  from  all  persons  in  these  counties,  accord- 
ing to  the  property  tax  roll,  which  embraced  income  from  trades  and  pro- 
fessions, as  well  as  from  land.   [See  Thomson  v.  Gordon,  13th  Dec.  1843.] 

In  the  United  States  there  is  another  principle,  in  assessing  for  roads, 
which  I  approve  of,  viz.,  that  the  assessment  is  upon  townships,  according 
to  the  repairs  required  in  each  township.  I  am  not  sure  that  I  would  not 
have  each  parish  to  support  its  own  roads ;  but  with  power  in  certain  cases 
to  obtain  assistance  from  adjoining  parishes,  especially  in  the  case  of  im- 
provements which  would  be  of  general  benefit. 

It  is  quite  true  that  such  an  assessment,  would,  in  point  of  principle,  not 
be  so  equitable  as  a  system  of  tolls,  which,  when  sufficiently  numerous,  and 
properly  distributed,  throws  the  support  of  the  roads  on  those  who  use 
them.  But  an  assessment  is  so  much  less  expensive  in  collection  than  tolls, 
that  the  public  would  be  reconciled  to  an  imperfection  in  principle  on 
account  of  its  economy. 

I  have  made  calculations,  which  show  that  the  cost  of  the  toll  system 
in  Berwickshire,  including  toll-keepers,  toll-houses,  Acts  of  Parliament,  and 
salaries  of  clerks  and  surveyors,  amounts  to  40  per  cent,  upon  the  rates 
for  toU  duties  paid  by  the  public  on  about  160  miles  of  turnpike  roads. 
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I  am,  howerer  of  opinion,  that  the  toU  system  in  Berwickshire  could  be       County 
put  <m  a  much  better  footiiy^f,  both  as  regards  economy  of  working,  and  as    •  t.  ^'. 
regards  fairness  of  distribution.     In  the  first  place,  I  see  no  necessity  for      Berwick, 
requiring  to  go  to  Parliament  CTeir  twenty  or  thirty  years,  and  spending     pavid  If. 
L.1500  in  rexMwing  a  Road  Act.     In  the  second  place,  the  whole  roads  of   Home,  Esq. 
the  coimty  should  be  placed  under  one  management,  but  with  power  to  sub- 
divide the  county  for  purposes  of  assessment  and  suryeying.    In  the  third 
place»  the  toll-houses,  instead  of  being  built  like  gentlemen's  lodges,  should 
be  erected  in  a  less  expensive  style,  and  be  capable  of  being  removed  irom 
one  place  to  another,  to  suit  the  fluctuations  of  traffic.    Were  such  reforms 
as  these  introduced,  I  think  that  the  expense  of  collection  need  not  exceed 
20  per  cent.    At  the  same  time,  I  am  quite  aware  that  it  most  be  always 
ffreater  than  such  a  system  of  assessment  as  1  have  suggested.     Were, 
however,  an  assessment  to  include  horses,  I  am  not  sure  that,  looking  to  the 
litigation,  and  the  disagreeable  questions  likely  to  arise,  stich  an  assessment 
would  be  either  more  economical  or  more  acceptable  than  the  toll  system. 

In  reckoning  the  expense  of  the  toll  system  on  the  Berwickshire  Turn, 
pike  Trusts  at  40  per  cent.,  I  assume  the  following  points,  1st,  That,  there 
are  26  toll-houses,  each  of  which,  with  its  gates  and  appurtenances,  costs 
about  L.90,  which  implies  an  expenditure  of  L. 2340,  and  anannnal  outlay 
at  10  per  cent,  of  L.234,  being  about  6  per  cent,  on  the  present  toll  rents, 
which  amount  to  L.dSOO.  2d,  That  each  of  the  toll  collectors  reserves  for  • 
his  own  maintenance,  out  of  the  duties  collected,  about  L.30  yearly,  which 
amounts  on  the  whole  tolls  to  L.780,  being  17  per  cent,  on  these  duties. 
3d,  That  the  renewal  of  each  Road  Act,  after  the  lapse  of  31  years,  costs 
about  L.1500,  implying  a  total  cost  of  L.70OO,  which,  distributed  over  31 
years,  gives  L.242  yearly,  being  at  the  rate  of  6^  per  cent.  4th,  That 
there  are  five  surveyors  and  seven  clerks,  whose  salaries  amount  to  L.414, 
being  at  the  rate  of  9  per  cent.  6th,  That  the  occasional  failure  of  toll- 
keepers,  and  law-expenses,  may  be  reckoned  at  1  ^  per  cent.  These  various 
per  centages  make  up  40  per  cent. 

The  expense  of  managing  the  statute  labour  roads  is  not  nearly  so  great, 
most  of  the  features  which  cause  expense  in  the  toll  system  being  awant- 
ing  where  a  general  assessment  is  adopted.  At  present  the  expense  of 
managing  the  statute  labour  roads  in  Berwickshire  does  not  exceed  12  per 
cent.,  being  about  L.335  on  L.2460  of  assessment ;  one  chief  element  of 
expense  is  a  commission  of  7^  ner  cent.,  which  is  drawn  by  the  collectors 
of  the  assessment  in  most  of  the  parishes.  In  the  larger  parishes,  the 
commission  is  5  per  cent.  The  expense  of  management  would,  however, 
be  much  greater,  were  there  to  be  professional  surveyors  employed  in  all 
the  districts,  instead  of  in  only  two  of  them. 

With  regard  to  the  expense  of  managing  the  whole  of  the  Berwickshire . 
roads,  according  to  the  plan  which  has  been  suggested  of  a  consolidated 
management,  and  a  general  assessment  on  property,  the  cost  need  not 
exceed  L.750,  for  surveyors  and  clerks,  which,  at  the  present  amount  of 
toll  rents  and  statute  labour  assessment,  is  about  10  per  cent. 

We  are  now  paying  at  the  rate  of  35s.  6d.  per  mile  for  surveyor's  salaries 
alone  on  the  turnpike  roads,  and  I  consider  that,  under  an  extended  and 
consolidated  mana^ment,  it  could  be  done  for  138.  6d.  per  mile.  The 
principle  of  consolidation  has  lately  been  carried  partially  into  effect,  by 
putting  the  Middle  and  East  Trusts  under  one  surveyor. 

The  existence  of  debt  on  some  Trusts,  and  the  difference  of  the  amounts 
of  debt  on  different  Trusts,  would,  I  conceive,  form  an  obstacle  to  the  entire 
consolidation  of  the  Trusts,  unless  such  consolidation  were  guarded,  so 
that  the  debts  of  one  district  were  not  thrown  upon  the  other. 

At  present  the  assessment  for  statute  labour  m  the  districts  is  uniform 
throughout  each  parish,  but  each  parish  has  the  );»enefit  of  its  own  funds 
being  expended  within  it.    There  is  a  strong  feeling  of  jealousy  among  the 
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Coanty       rate-payers  of  the  assessment  derived  from  -one  parish  being  expended  in 
oi  another.     But  1  think  the  system  might  be  altered  if  a  suitable  Board 

Beririck.  y^^ie  formed  to  sanction,  in  particular  cases  only,  the  expenditure  of  the 
David  M  assessment  of  a  parish  beyond  its  own  bounds.  When  the  funds  for  statute 
Home,  £8q.  l&bour  are  laid  out  by  unpaid  overseers,  there  has  often  been  a  feeling  of 
dissatisfactiou  that  such  funds  are  applied  more  for  the  interest  of  indi- 
viduals than  for  that  of  the  public  generally.  And  in  two  parishes,  I  know 
that  the  ratepayers  have  positively  refused  to  pay  their  assessments  on  the 
allegation  that  the  funds  have  net  been  properly  applied* 

There  are  certain  statute  labour  roads  near  railway  stations  that  hare 
become  of  equal  traffic  with  turnpikes,  and  if  tolls  are  continued  I  think 
such  roads  should  be  turnpike.  In  any  new  Road  Bill  I  would  give  a  power 
of  so  assuming  statute  labour  roads  as  turnpikes,  the  effect  of  which  would 
be  to  lighten  the  burden  of  assessment  on  the  parishes  through  which  they 
pass. 

We  find  the  general  Statute  Labour  Act  of  1845  quite  unworkable,  the 
defect  being,  that  we  consider  it  doubtful  whether  section  14,  which  is 
apparently  limited  to  the  abolition  of  ^^  personal  service*'  and  ^'  poll  tax,'* 
authorises  the  abolition  of  a  tax  on  horses  ;  and,  also,  whether  section 
13,  which  authorises  an  assessment  on  property,  applies  to  the  provision  of 
the  14th  section. 

The  fund  raised  as  bridge  money  (amounting  to  only  L.148)  is  not 
nearly  sufficient  to  answer  the  demands  that  are  made  upon  it.  It  is 
applied  entirely  to  bridges  on  statute  labour  roads,  and  only  to  improve- 
ments, or  extraordinary  emergencies,  and  not  to  ordinary  repairs. 

If  the  Road  Trust  debts  had  to  be  provided  for  by  an  assessment,  I 
consider  that  they  should  not  be  entirely  laid  on  the  particular  district ; 
but  that  a  portion  of  them  ought  to  be  distributed  over  the  whole  county. 

I  should  like  also  to  state,  that  as  Berwickshire  is  a  border  county,  it 
would  not  do  to  subject  us  to  an  assessment  for  roads,  unless  the  tolls  which 
we  have  to  pay  in  England  were  also  abolished. 


No.  XII.  Mr  Andrew  Loekie,  West  Morriston. 
(Copy  Letter  to  the  Secretary.) 

West  Mobriston,  16th  March  1869. 

Alex.  Macduff,  Esq. 
Mr  Andrew        Sir, — ^I  duly  received  yours  of  the  14th  curt.,  and  am  very  sorry  (as  the 
Loekie.       enclosed  medical  certificate  will  testify)  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to 
.appear  before  the  '•*'  Royal  Commission  on  Roads,"  on  Thursday  first  for 
examination. 

Permit  me,  however,  to  state,  that  I  consider  the  present  mode  of  raising 
revenue  for  the  maintenance  of  roads  by  toll-bars  to  be  most  expensive, 
inconvenient,  and  demoralising.  Taking  the  average  rent  of  tolls  in  the 
rural  districts  at  L.200  per  annum,  there  must  of  necessity  be  a  man  or 
woman,  or  sometimes  both,  kept  for  the  collection  of  this  sum,  which  can* 
not  amount  to  less  that  25  per  cent,  for  this  purpose  alone,  beside  clerks, 
treasurers,  and  surveyor's  salary,  whereas  I  consider  a  revenue  raised  either 
by  a  tax  on  rental,  or  upon  horses,  and  collected  by  a  government  officer 
or  surveyor,  over  a  considerable  district  of  country,  could  not  cost  more 
than  5  per  cent. 

I  need  say  nothing  as  to  the  inconvenience,  as  this  every  one  must  feel 
who  travels  on  the  roads.  But,  as  an  agriculturist,  I  would  beg  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  to  the  very  bad  effect  the  toll  system 
has  upon  our  farm  servants,  and  the  loss  we  often  sustain  in  the  injury 
done  to  our  horses,  when  they  are  left  to  stand  at  the  toll-gate  unpro- 
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tected  And  uncared  for,  while  the  carters  are  inside  enjoying  themselves  (as 
they  say),  while  the  term  abusing  themselves  would  be  more  appropriate. 
This,  fortunately,  is  not  so  common  now  as  it  was  some  years  ago,  when 
whisky  was  freely  retailed  at  every  toll-bar ;  but  even  yet,  although  there 
may  be  no  licence  granted,  drink,  of  some  kind  or  other,  in  many  instances 
is  got,  and  I  do  think,  as  human  nature  is  constituted,  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
those  in  power  to  remove,  as  far  as  possible,  out  of  the  way,  every  tempta- 
tion to  evil.  In  regard  to  the  statute  labour  roads,  I  think  the  mode  of 
assesment  at  present  very  equitable,  and  well  adapted  for  the  purpose,  as 
it  can  be  increased  or  diminished  as  need  be,  but  I  must  say  that  the  cost 
of  the  management  is  most  extravagant ;  as  an  instance,  take  this  parish 
of  Legerwood,  we  pay  at  the  rate  of  27s.  for  each  pair  of  horses,  which 
amounts  to  about  L.TOper  annum,  of  this  there  is  L.50  expended  on  about 
14  miles  of  road,  and  kept  in  a  very  indifferent  state.  A  surveyor  gets 
L.5,  10s. ;  a  collector,  L.5 ;  a  clerk  and  {reasurer,  L.5,  or  more.  So  you 
see,  here  is  at  least  L.16, 10s.  taken  from  1^70,  for  the  expense  of  manage- 
ment. 

I  shall  be  very  happy  to  answer  any  other  questions  the  Commissioners 
may  think  lit  to  put  to  me  in  writing,  and  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant,  Andrew  Lockie. 


Connty 

of 
Bervrick. 


Mr  Andreir 
Lockie. 


Tuesday,  22d  March  1859. 


ICEMBEBS  PRESENT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.    |  Duncan  McLaren,  Esq. 
MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


f       No.  XIII.  James  Erskine^  Esq.,  Solicitor,  Melrose,  Examined: — 

My  partner,  Mr  Alexander  Curie,  is  clerk  to  the  Mertoun  Bridge  Trust,  James 
which  is  constituted  under  an  Act  of  Parliament  of  8th  June  1837.  It  Erskine,  Esq. 
consists  of  the  bridge  and  approaches,  which  was  built  in  pursuance  of  the 
above  Act.  The  money  was  obtained  by  subscription  to  the  extent  of 
L.4700,  and  in  addition  money  was  borrowed  to  the  extent  of  L.4350  on 
the  personal  security  of  four  of  the  parties  who  were  locally  interested,  and 
an  assignation  to  the  pontage.  Having  given  their  names,  they  have 
had  to  pay  a  share  of  the  deficit.  There  is  only  one  pontage  on  it,  and  a 
toll  is  exacted,  both  for  foot  passengers  and  carriages.  The  toll  is  anniially 
let  by  public  roup,  and  generally  lets  for  about  L.150 ; — there  has  been 
very  little  variation  in  the  amount  of  the  rent  for  the  last  four  or  five 
years.  The  revenue  has  suffered  from  the  North  British  Railway,  for  the 
rents,  previous  to  the  opening  of  that  line,  averaged  about  L.230. 

The  average  annual  expenditure  On  keeping  up  the  approaches  and 
toll-house  is  about  L.  10  .or  L.12.  There  is  also  for  incidental  expenses 
about  L.14. 

The  North  British  Railway  took  upon  themselves  the  burden  of  one 
fourth  of  the  borrowed  money,  on  which  interest  has  always  been  paid  at 
4  per  cent.  The  income  has  not  been  sufi&cient  to  pay  interest  on  the 
borrowed  money  after  defraying  expenses,  and  when  any  deficit  occurs  the 
Railway  Company  have  been  called  upon  to  pay  a  fourth,  along  with  the 
other  parties  interested.  Upon  the  original  subscriptions  no  interest  has 
ever  been  paid,  and  they  may  be  regarded  as  wholly  worthless.  None  of  , 
the  subscriptions  have  ever  been  sold  or  brought  into  the  market. 


•  154  Turnpike  Road  Inquiry — Scotland. 

County  of        To  show  the  state  of  the  aeeounts,  I  may  give  the  following  memoraD. 
of  Jum  of  last  year's  expenses  to  Whitsunday  1858. 

James  Interest  on  debt  at  4  per  cent., 

Erskiue,  Esq.  Interest  on  balance  due  to  clerk, 

Expense  of  keeping  up  bridge  and  approaches, 
Miscellaneous,  .... 


L.174  0 

4  2 

11  3 

13  17 

0 
8 
2 
0 

L.203  2 
151  0 

0 

L.52  2 

10 

Bent  to  Whitsunday  1858, 

Showing  a  deficit  of 

The  derk  is  in  the  habit  of  paying  the  interest  regularly  to  the  creditors, 
and  every  two  or  three  years  maizes  a  call  upon  the  parties  liable,  to  pay 
up  their  several  proportions.  I  think  there  is  no  prospect  of  our  revenues 
increasing.  *' 


No.  XIV.  John  Wilson,  Esq,  of  Cumledge,  Examined  :— 

J.  Wilson,  Esq.  I  am  a  proprietor  in  the  county  of  Berwick,  and  reside  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Dunse.  I  have  for  some  time  taken  an  interest  in  the  county 
roads,  having  acted  in  the  Middle  and  Eastern  Trusts  for  the  last  22  years, 
and  I  have  also  taken  the  superintendence  of  th^  statute  labour  roads  of 
two  parishes  in  the  county — Dunse  and  Bunkle. 

The  eastern  district  roads  have  suffered  very  much  from  the  railways. 
The  diminution  of  tlie  revenue  has  been  such  as  to  prevent  us  keeping  the 
roads  in  the  same  high  order  as  formerly.  It  is  so  great  that  I  do  not 
believe  we  can  go  on  as  a  Trust  in  present  circumstances.  The  revenue 
has  sunk  from  L.1500  to  less  than  Ii.500.  It  is  barely  sufficient  for  keep- 
ing the  road  as  it  ought  to  be  kept,  leaving  the  interest  of  the  debt  out  of 
view  altogether.  In  point  of  fact,  no  interest  was  paid  for  one  year. 
Two  per  cent,  has  been  paid  this  last  year,  but  I  think  this  has  been  done 
at  the  expense  of  the  road.  I  think  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  there 
will  be  any  further  reduction  to  any  great  extent  on  the  tolls,  but  traffic 
is  now  so  much  altered,  that  it  is  difficult  to  form  any  estimate  of  that 
kind.  I  attribute  the  fall  principally  to  the  railways,  and  partly  to  the 
withdrawal  of  spirit  licenses  from  the  toll-bars;  but  the  effect  of  the  latter 
has  in  a  slight  degree  diminished,  owing,  I  believe,  to  many  of  the  toll- 
keepers  selling  spirits  without  a  license. 

The  North  British  Railway  Company  relieved  us  of  half  of  our  debt, 
say  about  L.9000,  for  which  they  are  postponed  creditors ;  but,  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  things,  I  do  not  think  they  have  the  slightest  chance  of  re- 
covering their  debt.  We  could  not,  however  I  beUeve,  lower  our  tolls 
without  their  consent. 

The  most  of  the  parties  who  are  now  the  creditors  are  those  whose  pro- 
perties have  been  benefited  by  the  road,  but  I  am  myself  a  creditor  for 
upwards  of  L.IOOO,  and  my  property  is  situated  eight  or  nine  miles  from 
the  road.  There  are  also  many  proprietors  through  whose  properties  the 
road  passes,  and  who  derive  a  direct  benefit  from  it,  who  are  not  in  any 
way  liable  for  the  debt.  I  beUeve  that  my  father,  when  he  became  per- 
sonally liable  for  the  sum  I  have  mentioned,  was  actuated  by  purely  public 
spirited  motives.  There  are  other  two  parties  besides  myself  who  are 
similarly  situated,  viz.,  Mr  Buchan  of  Kelloe,  and  Mr  Swinton  of  Kim* 
merghame.  Up  to  the  period  when  the  railway  was  formed,  I  never 
considered  this  liability  as  a  matter  of  any  importance — ^we  never  dreamt 
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of  liavii^  to  put  our  hands  into  our  own  pocketi.    Although  I  have  at       County 
present  no  legal  security  for  my  debt  except  the  tolls,  I  think  I  have  still      ^  ^^ 
in  equity  a  fair  claim  for  the  full  amount  of  this  money ;  and  whatever        ^'^** 
system  may  be  adopted  in  lieu  of  the  present  one,  I  think  provision  should  j.  WiJfton,  Eiq. 
be  made  for  its  repayment  by  the  other  proprietors  in  the  county  of  Ber- 
wick.   Although  I  think  I  have  a  claim  for  the  full  amount,  I  should  be 
be  willing  to  make  a  compromise, — and  if  the  debt  were  in  the  market, 
I  do  not  think  it  would  fetch  more  than  10s.  per  £. 

In  the  middU  district  trust,  in  which  I  am  also  interested,  there  is  no 
debt.  The  effect  of  the  railways  has  not  been  felt  in  the  diminution  of 
revenue  to  any  great  extent.  We  have  not  found  that  there  is  any  great 
diminution  of  expenditure  in  the  maintenance  of  the  road,  although  a  good 
deal  of  the  traffic  has  been  diverted  to  the  statute  labour  roads  in  conse- 
quence of  the  railway.  The  effect  of  the  railway  has  been  to  a  great  extent 
to  obliterate  the  distinction  which  formerly  existed  between  statute  labour 
roads  and  turnpikes.  Some  of  the  former  have  now  as  much  traffic  on 
them  as  the  latter  used  to  have,  particularly  those  leading  to  railway 
stations.  ' 

In  the  parish  of  Dunse  we  have  had  to  increase  the  statute  labour 
assessment  from  10s.* to  16s.  per  horse,  but  last  year  we  were  able  to  reduce 
it  again  to  12s.  6d. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  an  alteration  is  desirable  in  regard  to  the  present 
system  of  roads.  Every  one  complains  of  tolls  as  a  great  nuisance ;  but 
the  principal  objections  I  have  to  tolls  is,  that  they  are  inadequate  for 
raising  a  revenue.  To  maintain  the  roads  in  many  Trusts,  like  the  East 
Trust,  you  must  either  put  on  more  tolls  or  raise  them.  In  the  East  Trust 
our  tolls  are,  I  believe,  nearly  at  the  highest  point,  and  the  revenue  from 
them  is  quite  insufficient,  «»  I  have  already  stated. 

In  such  a  case  as  the  East  Trust,  I  think  it  would  be  better  to  have  an 
assessment  without  tolls,  than  an  assessment  in  supplement  of  tolls.  One 
reason  is,  that  by  doing  away  with  the  tolls,  you  would  lessen  the  expense 
of  collection,  and  you  would  get  quit  of  houses  which  are  now  used  as 
shebeens  for  the  sale  of  spirits. 

I  think  it  would  be  desirable  that  the  statute  labour  and  turnpike  roads 
should  be  placed  all  under  one  uniform  system.  I  think  the  present 
"statute  labour  system  in  Berwickshire  is  objectionable,  inasmuch  as  the 
parishes  are  too  Fmall  for  districts.  I  would  extend  the  districts,  and  I  do 
not  think  the  whole  county  would  be  too  large  for  a  district,  but  it  might 
be  divided  into  two. 

I  think  the  best  principle  of  an  assessment  in  lieu  of  tolls  would  be  one 
of  the  two  following : — Either  an  assessment  on  the  land,  which  I  reckon 
would  require  2J  per  cent,  on  the  rental  to  raise  L.7600,  which  would 
allow  L.2000  for  interest  of  debt,  provide  for  the  maintenance  of  the  roads, 
and  leave  a  small  surplus,  if  the  statistics  I  have  obtained  are  correct ;  or 
an  assessment  on  land  at  1^  per  cent.,  and  15s.  each  on  all  horses,  which 
would  raise  precisely  the  same  sum.  The  expense  of  collection  would  be 
but  small  under  such  a  system,  as  the  assessment  might  be  collected  with 
the  other  county  rates.  I  would  divide  the  assessment  on  the  land  equally 
between  owners  and  occupiers,  and  I  would  give  the  tenants  a  representation 
in  the  trust  or  board ;  but  of  course  some  arrangement  would  require  to  be 
made  during  the  currency  of  existing  leases,  because  the  tenants  now  pay 
nearly  the  whole,  viz.,  all  the  statute  labour  and  the  tolls  for  their  farms. 

I  am  aware  that  agricultural  horses  do  not  make  so  much  use  of  the 
roads  as  horses  let  for  hire;  but  I  think  any  attempt  to 'classify  horses 
would  complicate  any  systein  of  assessment  very  much. 

I  am  myself  very  favourably  situated  in  regard  to  tolls.  I  am  a  tenant 
of  a  large  farm,  and,  with  my  own  property,  my  rent  amounts  to  L.1800 
a  year.    My  tolls  at  present  are  about  L.IO  per  annum,  and  L.23  for 
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County       statute  labour — in  all,  L.33.     At  a  rate  of  assessment  of  2  J  per  cent.,  I 

of  should  have  to  paj  L.45,  but  this  would  include  provision  for  the  interest 

Berwick.      q£  ^^le  debt.     If  this  were  to  be  otherwise  provided  for,  the  burden  would 

J.  WiJaon  Esq.  Probably  not  greatly  differ  from  that  borne  at  present.     Under  a  system 

*         of  assessment,  I  think  that  in  order  to  put  the  roads  in  a  proper  condition, 

particularly  the  statute  labour  roads,  an  additional  sum  would  be  required 

for  some  years. 

In  the  upland  parishes  particularly,  where  the  roads  are  now  maintained 
at  a  very  small  cost  and  the  assessment  is  very  low,  were  the  proprietors  and 
occupants  called  upon  to  pay  according  to  their  rental,  they  would  prob- 
ably require  their  roads  to  be  put  into  a  much  better  state  than  they  are 
content  with  now. 

I  think  that  ultimately  there  would  be  a  saving  in  the  introduction  of  a 
general  system  for  the  whole  county. 

As  an  illustration  of  the  inequality  of  the  present  system,  I  would  state 
a  case  in  the  parish  of  Dunse.  There  is  a  road  nearly  six  miles  in  length 
leading  to  the  hill  district,  which  is  kept  in  repair  by  the  parish  of  Dunse, 
and  of  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish  make  very  little  use.  It  is  used 
as  a  road  to  the  station  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  parishes  beyond,  and,  to 
maintain  this  road,  there  is  expended  upon  it  nearly  one-half  of  the  whole 
statute  labour  money  raised  in  the  parish  of  Dunse,  which  of  course  causes 
a  good  deal  of  grumbling. 

One  of  the  streets  in  Dunse  is  maintained  by  the  Turnpike  Trustees, 
and  the  others  by  the  town,  by  means  of  an  assessment  upon  the  inhabit- 
ants,— the  householders  rated  above  L.4  pay  statute  labour  money  besides, 
which  is  applied  entirely  to  the  landward  part  of  the  parish.  The  assess- 
ment for  maintaining  the  streets  is  levied  by  the  Act  3d  and  4th  Will. 
IV.,  cap.  46.  Title,  "  An  Act  to  enable  Boroughs  in  Scotland  to  estab- 
''lish  a  general  system  of  Police,"  14th  August  1833. 
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VI.  COUNTr  OF  SELKIEK. 


Tuesdar/f  I5th  March  1859. 


MEHBEBS  PRESENT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.      |      Right  Honble.  Sir  J.  M'Neill. 
Duncan  M'Laren,  Esq. 

MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 

,    ■  County 

No.  I.— JoAn  Lanp,  Esq.,  writer,  Selkirk,  ejtamined  : —  s  llf  k 


I  act  as  clerk  to  the  Ettrick  Turnpike  Trust,  the  General  Turnpike  j.  Lang,  Esq. 
Trust,  and  the  Tweed  and  Ettrick  Bridges  Trust  of  Selkirkshire.  The 
roads  embraced  in  the  second  of  these  Trusts  consist  of  about  30J;  miles, 
those  in  the  first  (the  Ettrick  road)  are  kept  from  statute  labour  funds. 
The  Trusts  are  constituted  under  two  Acts  of  Parliament,  one  dated  June 
1828,  and  the  other  June  1834. 

On  the  Ettrick  Trust  road  there  are  two  tolls,  also  a  house  used  as  a 
toll-house  and  as  an  inn,  which  are  let  annually.  The  clear  eumulo 
revenue  for  the  year  ending  Whitsunday  1858,  was  L.39,  Is.  6d.  This 
revenue  is  not  applied  to  the  repair  of  the  road,  but  to  pay  the  interest, 
and  towards  reduction  of  the  capital  of  a  debt  incurred  about  the  year  1829, 
for  the  erection  of  the  inn  and  toll-house.  Several  of  the  Trustees  became 
personally  liable  for  this  debt ;  and  the  interest  upon  it  is  regularly  paid 
(the  present  rate  being  4  per  cent.),  and  any  surplus  revenue  is  allowed 
to  accumulate,  and  made  applicable  to  payment  of  a  portion  of  the  capital. 
That  debt,  originally  between  L.800  and  L.900,  is  now  reduced  to  L.470. 
The  road  is  kept  up  out  of  the  statute  labour  ^nds.  All  those  who  pay 
statute  labour  in  the  parishes  of  Ettrick  and  Yarrow,  through  which  this 
road  passes,  are  exempted  from  paying  toll  at  cither  of  the  bars. 

I  cannot  point  out  any  clause  in  the  Act  which  shows  how  the  revenue 
derived  from  tolls  can  be  made  applicable  to  a  debt  contracted  for  building 
an  inn. 

In  the  General  Roads  and  Bridges  Trusts  there  are  seven  bars,  and,  in 
addition,  a  check-bar  adjoining  and  belonging  to  each  of  two  of  them 
— five  of  the  seven  were  let  for  the  year  ending  Whitsunday  1858,  and  two 
were  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees, -with  their  own  collectors.  In  that 
year  the  revenue  from  tolls  and  pontages,  after  paying  two  collectors  each 
3s.  per  week,  amounted  to,  from  Tolls, .  .  L.311     2    2 

Pontages  at  Tweed  Bridge,  .  85    9    4 

L.396  II     6 


158  Turnpike  Road  Inquiry — Scotland* 

County       Our  revenue  is  now  hardly  a  fourth  part  of  what  it  used  to  be  before  the 

llj,  introduction  of  railways.     For  four  years,  from  April  1856,  we  are 

Selkirk.      entitled  to  receive  a  sum  of  L.60  per  annum  from  the  Selkirk  and  Gala- 

J  Lmig.  £sg.  shiels  Railway  Company,  on  condition  that  we  do  not,  during  that  period, 

put  a  toll-bar  between  the  town  of  Selkirk  and  the  railway  station. 

Our  expenditure  has  decreased  in  a  manner  nearly,  if  not  quite,  corres- 
ponding to  the  fall  of  the  revenue.  The  road  from  Selkirk  to  Galashiels, 
which  formerly  cost  about  L.40  per  mile,  is  now  kept  for  less  thau 
L.12. 

We  have  very  little  debt.  I  account  for  this  from  the  circumstance, 
that  the  Trustees  assessed  themselves  under  the  powers  of  the  Acts  of 
1828  and  1834,  for  paying  off  old  debts,  and  the  debts  incurred  in  makings, 
in  1832-33,  the  road  from  Selkirk  to  Galashiels.  These  debts  amounted 
to  about  L.  12,750,  and  the  whole  has  now  been  paid  off  by  an  assessment, 
at  the  rate  of  10s.  sterling  on  each  L.lOO  Scots  of  valued  rent,  which  pro- 
duced annually  about  L.400,  and  which  was  levied  every  year  during  the 
nineteen  years  following  Whitsunday  1827,  at  the  end  of  which  period 
the  debt  was  paid  off.  It  was  paid  by  the  owners  of  landed  property, 
valued  in  the  old  valuation  roll.  The  additional  resources  for  payment  of 
the  debt  were,  any  surplus  revenue  we  might  derive  from  the  tolls,  and  the 
surplus  revenue  from  the  Tweed  Bridge  pontage  (after  paying  interest  and 
L.lOO  annually  towards  capital).  This  pontage  will  cease  at  Whitsundaj 
next,  when  the  debt  contracted  m  1831-32,  and  amounting  originally  to 
L.2508,  3s.  Id.,  will  be  wholly  paid  off,  but  the  Trustees  will  have  to  erect 
a  toll-bar  in  lieu  of  the  pontage,  which  they  have  power  to  do  under  their 
Act,  as  without  such  a  toll-bar  we  should  not  have  a  sufficient  revenue  to 
keep  up  the  road.  The  expenditure  for  some  years  past  has  been  in 
excess  of  the  income,  in  consequence  of  which,  but  for  the  payments  bj 
the  Railway  Company,  we  should  have  incurred  debt. 

The  only  debt  now  upon  the  General  Trust  is  a  small  sum  of  L.433, 
6s.  8d.,  which  was  advanced  in  1854  by  three  individual  Trustees,  and  for 
which  no  interest  is  payable.  They  possibly  may  get  repayment  of  the 
capital  or  a  portion  of  it,  if  our  funds  become  larger  in  consequence  of 
the  erection  of  two  new  toll-bars,  one  of  these  being  that  already  men- 
tioned as  to  be  in  lieu  of  the  pontage-bar. 

The  Tweed  and  Ettrick  Bridges  were  built  by  a  fund  raised  partly  by 
the  General  Road  Trust,  and  partly  by  public  subscription  of  shares  at 
L.100  each,  which  were  to  bear  2^  per  cent,  interest, — and  the  interest 
upon  which  was  paid  annually.  Of  the  cost,  there  was  contributed  by  the 
public,  L.1925 ;  and  by  the  Trust,  L.583,  38.  Id. 

The  traffic  on  our  roads  ia  now  mostly  local,  but  there  is  a  good  deal  of 
carting,  also  driving  in  carriages  by  parties  of  tourists  and  others  going 
across  from  the  north  and  east  towaida  Moffat  and  Langholm,  and  vie9 
versa. 

In  my  opinipn,  onr  road  revenue  is  not  likely  to  be  diminished  much 
more.  I  cannot  say  that  much,  if  any,  of  the  traffic  which  formerly  went 
on  the  turnpike  has  been  diverted  into  the  statute  labour  roads ;  but 
several  of  the  statute  labour  roads  are  more  used  than  thev  were  prior  to 
the  formation  of  the  railway,  in  consequence,  I  believe,  of  the  farmers  and 
others  being  induced,  from  the  comparative  proximity  of  the  raiiwa^r 
station,  to  use  more  lime  and  coal. 

There  has  been  no  demonstration  of  feeling  in  the  county  against  the 
system  of  tolls,  but  a  pretty  strong  feeling  has  lately  been  shown  in 
regard  to  one  toll  erected  some  years  ago  in  the  county  of  Roxburgh,  but 
on  the  confines  of  Selkirkshire. 

By  tlie  Act,  there  is  power  to  place  three  tolls  on  one  line  of  road,  which 
is  only  nine  or  ten  miles  in  length,  and  one  bar  does  not  clear  another  on 
the  same  line  of  road. '  A  person  travelling  might  have  to  pay  three  tolls 
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witUn  a  disf  ance  of  four  miles,  but  could  travel  the  whole  distance  of  ten       County 
miles  without  paying  more.  ?^f 

We  have  one  surveyor  for  the  whole  roads  in  the  county,  both  statute 
labour  and  turnpike,  and  two  clerks.  Including  the  expenses  of  manage-  j.  i^iog,  Esq. 
ment,  1  estimate  the  cost  of  the  turnpikes  per  mile  at  L.14  to  L.15.  I 
think  the  plan  of  having  all  the  roads  under  one  surveyor  is  an  economical 
arrangement,  and  we  thereby  are  able  to  pay  for  a  better  class  of  man 
than  we  could  otherwise  do.  He  gives  his  whole  time  to  the  roads.  On 
the  whole,  I  am  satisfied  with  the  condition  at  present  of  all  the  roads  in 
the  county,  both  turnpike  and  statute  labour.  There  are  few,  if  any,  in 
better  condition  in  Scotland.  The  statute  labour  roads  are  like  turnpikes 
as  regards  their  surface. 

We  keep  the  road  through  the  town  of  Selkirk.    One  of  the  toll-bars  is 
at  one  (the  east)  end  of  the  town,  another  about  half  a  mile  from  the  » 

town,  on  the  road  to  the  south,  another  about  the  same  distance  to  the 
north,  and  another  about  three  miles  farther  north — egress  westward  can 
be  got  free  of  tolL  The  removal  of  these  bars  would  probably  be  a 
popular  measure,  but  this  would  depend  on  the  nature  of  the  substitute 
wluch  might  be  introduced.  At  present  there  is  valuable  property — house 
property  and  mill8,--*and  no  house  or  mill  is  liable  for  more  than  5s.  per 
annum  of  assessment,  under  the  Statute  Labour  Act.  I  believe  the  people 
in  Selkirk  would  not  prefer  to  be  assessed  in  lieu  of  paying  tolls,  even  if 
a  rate  were  imposed  half  on  landlord  and  half  on  tenant ;  but  I  think 
it  quite  £ur  that  they  should  be  so  assessed,  in  the  event  of  the  toll  system 
being  abolished,  allowance  being  made  for  the  more  perishable  nature  of 
the  properties.     In  the  county  Si  Selkirk,  I  think  a  uniform  assessment  • 

would  fall  very  heavily  on  tenants  of  pastoral  farms  in  remote  parts  of  the 
county,  who  have  few  horses,  and  who  use  the  roads  very  little.  I  hand 
in  a  paper  prepared  by  me  partly  in  1857>  showing  the  probable  amount 
of  a  uniform  assessment  on  lands  and  heritages,  equally  divisible  between 
landlord  and  tenant,  sufficient  to  maintain  the  turnpike  and  statute  labour 
roads  in  the  county,  founded  on  the  actual  expenditure  on  these  roads  for  * 
a  considerable  number  of  years. 

My  calculation  of  6d.  to  7d.  per  £  is  on  the  value  of  lands  and  heritages 
m  the  county,  as  shown  in  the  Valuation  Roll. 

CALCULATION  of  Probable  Effect  of  Lord  Elcho's  (first)  Proposed 
Road  Bill  upon  those  presently  paying  Road  Money  in  the  County 
of  Selkirk. 

{Handed  in  by  Mr  Lang.)         lOth  March  1857. 

Cost  of  Roads. 

I.  SiaiuU  Lahowr. 

Amount  of  assessments  for  ordinary  and  extra  work  on  statute  labour 

roads,  on  average  of  last  seven  years,     -  -  -    L.  1,1 78  10    4 

Do.  of  annual  bridge  money  assessment,         -  -  33    0    0 


L.1,211  10    4 


It  is  believed  that  this  sum  included  old  debt  paid,  and 
that  L.llOO  would  be  a  fair  average. 

II.  Turnpike  Roads. 

Estimated  cost  of  ordinary  uphold  (surface  work)  of  turn- 
pike roads  on  average  of  five  years  ending  at  Whitsunday 
1855,  and  makiog  allowance  for  the  probable  effect  of  the 


Cany  Forward,    L.1,211  10    4 
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County  Brought  Forward,    L.1,211  10 

^,  opening  of  the  railway  (in  particular  calculating  the  up- 

^^*^"'*-  holding  of  the  road  between  Selkirk  and  Qalashiels  at  L.12 
Lang  Esq.  P^''  ™^^»  ^^  place  of  L.39,  its  former  cost),  L.4d2  17  0 
Do.  amount  of  extraordinary  outlay.  This 
amounted  to  L.123  per  annum  on  the  ayerage 
of  the  five  years  preceding  Whitsunday  1855y 
exclusive  of  the  cost  of  the  recent  expensive 
alterations  at  the  Greenfoot;  but  say  per 
annum.       -  -  -  -.«-  60    00 


492  17    0 


Total  annual  cost  of  roads  in  county,    L«l,704    7    4 

The  Bill  provides  that  the  roads  shall  be  maintained  by  an  annual 
assessment. 

1st,  Of  L.l  on  each  horse  12  hands  in  height  and  upwards,  and  above 
four  years  old. 

2d,  Of  10s.  on  every  other  horse  or  mule  of  the  like  age. 

3d,  On  all  lands  and  heritages,  as  valued  under  17  and  18  Vict.,  cap. 
91,  and  to  be  paid  equally  by  the  owners  and  tenants  or  occupants,  for 
the  sum  required,  in  addition  to  the  horse  tax. 

According  to  the  statistics  for  1856,  published  by  the  Highland  Society, 
there  were  then  in  this  county — of 

Agricultural  horses  above  three  years  old,    ...        394 
Do.  under  three  years  old,    ...  98 

Other  horses,  ......        138 

Together,        630 

Whereof,  suppose  to  be  above  four  years  and  12  hands,    396  at  L.I. 
Above  do.  and  under  twelve  hands,  -  -         100  at  10s. 

Under  four  years,    .  .  -  .  -         134 

630 


The  lands  and  herita^  in  the  county  are  valued  at  L.  69,91 4. 

Sum  required  for  mamtenance  of  roads,  as  above,  L.  1,7 04    7    4 

Whereof,  to  be  got  from  horse  tax  on  306 

horses  at  L.l,         -  -  -     L.396    0    0 

100  horses  at  10s.,        -  -  -  50    0    0 

446    0    0 


'  Leaving  to  be  assessed  on  lands  and  heritages,  -        1,258    7    4 

which  would  be  equal  to  (a  little  over)  5d.  per  £  on  their  value. 

On  the  supposition  that  the  a1|ive  data  are  correct,  the  efiect  of  the 
Bill  would  be  (in  many  cases)  considerably  to  increase,  and  in  others  to 
lessen,  the  assessment  upon  the  proprietors  and  the  present  tenantry,  as 
is  shown  by  the  following  examples : — 
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• 

Assess. 

Payment 

Present 

e 

o 

mcnt  on 
Land. 

under 
Bill. 

Payment 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

• 

£   »,  d. 

£   f .   d. 

Jb    9,    d. 

.£  i. 

d. 

£  t,  d. 

1.  Oakwood,     ... 

10 

4  15  10 

14  16  10   8     3     6 

6  12 

4 

2.  Hutlerburn, ... 

4 

3     2     6 

7     2     6   5  11     6 

1  11 

0 

3.  Oakwoodmiil, 

3 

3     2     6 

6     2     6 

5  16     8 

0     5 

10 

4.  Dalgleish's,  ... 

1 

8  17     1 

9  17     1 

9    6     0 

0  11 

1 

5.  Linglie, 

3 

2  13     4 

5  13     4 

5     12 

0  12 

2 

6.  Overkirkhope, 

1 

5     4     2 

6     4     2 

7  10    0 

I     6  10 

7.  Lewenshope, ... 

4 

6  17     1 

10  17     1 

18  10     2 

7  13     1 

8.  Sundhope,     ... 

3 

4     9    7 

7     9     7 

11     3     4 

3  13     9 

9.  Shaws, 

3 

6     9     2 

9     9    2 

16  16     8 

7     7    6 

10.  Kirkhope  and 

Newhouse, 

6 

6     5  1012     5  10 

23  19     8 

11  13  10 

And  to  which  payments  under  the  Bill  would  fall  to  be  added  a  propor« 
tion  of  the  expenses  of  the  **  General  Road  Board ;  *'  while  to  the  present 
payment  on  account  of  road  money  would  fall  to  be  added,  in  the  cases 
mentioned,  a  small  sum  for  tolls,  in  order  to  enable  a  fair  comparison  to 
be  drawn  between  the  present  and  the  proposed  system. 

Supposing  the  whole  roads  to  be  kept  by  a  uniform  assessment  upon  the 

Sroperties  in  town  and  county,  accordmg  to  the  present  (1859)  Valuation 
Loll,  nearly  7d.  per  £  upon  the  rental  would  be  required,  and  the  follow- 
ing would  be  the  result  (March  1859)  : — 


County 

of 
Selkirk. 

J.  Lang,  Esq. 


Bent. 

AJsessment 
at7d. 

Present 
Payment. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

£ 

£        8. 

d. 

£     $»    d. 

£     «.    d 

£ 

s.    d 

460 

Oakwood,    . . . 

13     9 

2 

8     3     6 

5     5     8 

300 

Hutlerburn,... 

8  15 

0 

5  11     6 

3     3     6 

300 

Oakwoodmiil, 

8  15 

0 

5  16     8 

2  18    4 

256 

Linglie, 

7     9 

4 

5     12 

2     8     2 

658 

Lewenshope, 

19  12 

2 

18  10     2 

12     0 

500 

Sundhope,  ... 

14  11 

8 

11     3     4 

3     8     4 

620 

Shaws, 

18     1 

8 

16  16     8 

15     0 

681 

Kirkhope  and 

Newhouse, 

19  17 

3 

23  19     8 

• 

4 

2     5 

Copt  Letter,  Mr  Lang  to  the  Secretary. 

Selkibk,  I2th  April  1859. 

The  enclosed  is  the  Statement  referred  to  in  your  letter  of  the  11th. 
It  was  returned  to  me  when  I  was  with  you,  in  order  that  I  might  make 
it  more  full,  and  thus  afford  better  means  of  judging  of  the  effect  of  a 
uniform  assessment ;  but  the  necessary  work,  which  will  be  considerable, 
I  have  been  able  to  overtake  only  in  part.  In  its  present  shapes  the 
Statement  really  does  not  afford  the  means  of  coming  to  any  reliable 
conclusion  beyond  this,  that  a  uniform  rate — say  from  6a.  to  7d.  per 
would  uphold  the  roads, 

L 


162  Turnpike  Road  Inquiry — Scotland. 

Connty  If  such  a  rate  were  imposed,  the  house  property  in  Selkirk  and  Gala. 

^^.  shiels  (worth  fully  L.  1^,000  per  annum)  would  yield  about  L.460  or  L.350 

Selkirk.      ^^^  annum  in  excess  of  what  such  property  is  liable  for  under  the  present 
J  Laog,  Esq.  Statute  I^ibour  Road  Act. — I  am,  etc. 


No.  ll.^]\€r  Robert  Pat<m,  Selkirk,  Examined : — 

Mr  B.  PatoD.  I  am  clerk,  collector,  and  cashier  of  the  statute  labour  roads  in  the 
county  of  Selkirk.  I  am  also  clerk  to  the  Commissioners  of  Supply.  We 
have  a  local  Act  for  levying  the  statute  labour.     The  original  Act  was 

Eassed  in  1801,  and  there  is  a  supplemental  Act  in  1812.  The  statute 
tbour  assessment  is  levied  from  each  parish  separately  at  a  separate 
rate  on  the  old  valued  rent.  It  is  also  applied  parochially,  the  sum 
collected  in  each  parish  being  applied  to  roads  within  that  parish.  We 
have  one  collector  for  the  whole  of  the  parishes.  The  highest  rate  at 
present  collected  in  any  parish  is  40s.  on  the  L.lOO  Scots.  There  is 
also  an  assessment  on  the  real  rental  of  houses  and  lands  not  included  in 
the  old  valuation  roll.  Those  rates  are  collected  only  in  the  two  towns 
of  Galashiels  and  Selkirk ;  the  assessment  is  the  same  in  both  these  places, 
and  is  at  present  at  the  following  rates : — 

4d.  per  £  on  land  not  in  the  Cess  roll. 
8d.  per  £  on  houses,  for  the  first  L.2,  and 

2d.  per  £  after  that  amount,  but  in  no  case  to  exceed  58.  on  any 
house. 
The  amount  of  the  whole  rate  levied  as  statute  labour  in  the  county,  for 
the  year  ending  December  1858,  was  (on  the  valued  rent)     L.l,058     1    8 
Town  of  Selkirk,      .  .        L.65    0    0 

„         Galashiels,  46    0    0 

Ill     0    0 


L.I, 169     1    8 


The  collector's  poundage  is  at  5  per  cent,  on  this  sum ;  this  includes  the 
clerk  and  cashier's  salary.  The  number  of  miles  of  statute  labour  roads 
in  the  county  is  1334,  besides  7  miles  of  bridle  roads,  to  whidi  a  portion 
of  the  statute  labour  money  is  occasionally  applied.  The  assessment  on 
valued  rent,  when  it  exceeds  20s.,  and  does  not  exceed  40s.,  is  payable, 
one-half  by  tenant,  and  one-half  by  proprietor,  and  above  that  rate  the 
excess  is  paid  by  the  proprietor,  and  when  it  does  not  exceed  10s.,  the 
whole  is  paid  by  the  occupants.  The  maximum  is  fixed  by  the  Act  at 
L.3  Sterling  on  the  L.lOO  Scots. 

Our  expenditure  has  been  very  uniform  during  the  last  five  or  six 
years.    The  rates  of  assessment  vary  very  much  in  different  parishes  :— 

In  Ettrick  it  is    .        .     d5s.  on  the  L.lOO  Scots. 

In  Yarrow  it  is    .        .     25s.        „        „ 

In  Selkirk  it  is     .        .    25s.        „        „ 

In  Roberton  it  is  40s.        „        „ 

In  Ashkirk  it  is   .         .     30s.        „        „ 

In  Innerleithen  it  is  .  2s.  6d.  „  „ 
Our  income  has  always  been  sufficient  to  meet  the  expenditure.  The 
money  is  expended  at  the  sight  of  the  survevor,  acting  under  the  advice 
and  instructions  of  the  parish  committees,  which  consist  of  the  qualified 
Statute  Labour  Trustees  in  each  parish.  This  assessment  on  the  old 
valued  rent  falls,  in  many  cases,  very  disproportionately  to  the  present 
actual  rent.  If  the  object  is  to  raise  an  assessment  according  to  the 
real  value  of  the  land,  the  new  valuation  roll  should  be  followed. 
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The  traffic  on  our  statnte  labour  roads  has  increased  lately,  in  con-       County 
sequeoce  of  the  operation  of  railways.     There  is  much  carting  of  lime  «f 

and  coals  now.     The  traffic  has  increased  to  such  an  extent  as  materially      Selkirk. 
to  increase  our  expenditure  on  the  maintenance  of  the  roads.  .  This  is  m-  R7p"-ton 
especially  the  case  in  Yarrow  parish,  Ettrick  parish,  and  Selkirk  parish. 

The  assessment  for  statute  labour  roads  at  present  levied  from  the 
whole  county  (exclusive  of  Galashiels  and  Selkirk),  amounts  to  rather 
more  than  5^d.  in  the  £. 


Thursday^  VJth  March  1859. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.  |  Right  Honble  6ir  J.  McNeill. 
Duncan  M'Laren,  Esq. 

MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  in.  Robert  Keith  Pringh^  Esq.  of  Broadmeadows,  Examined : — 

I  am  a  landed  proprietor  in  the  county  of  Selkirk,  and  I  have  gene-  Robert  K. 
rally  attended  all  the  road  meetings  and  taken  an  interest  in  their  PringIe,E8q. 
management  during  the  last  seven  or  eight  years.  We  have  experienced 
no  difficulty  in  regard  to  turnpikes  or  statute  labour  roads,  except  that 
the  revenues  have  fallen  off  since  the  opening  of  railways  in  1854 ;  and 
I  think  that,  unless  additional  tolls  are  put  on,  our  revenues  will  now  be 
inadequate.  It  happens,  however,  that  a  pontage  bar  will  be  extin- 
guished at  Whitsunday,  in  consequence  of  the  debt  on  the  bridge  being 
paid  off,  and  the  Trustees  will  thus  have  an  opportunity  of  adding  an- 
other toll-bar,  the  revenue  of  which  will  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  roads. 
Also,  there  is  a  toll,  which  I  think  is  called  Damhead  Toll,  on  a  part  of 
one  of  our  roads  which  passes  through  a  portion  of  the  county  of  Rox- 
burgh, and  the  revenue  of  which  goes  to  the  Roxburghshire  Trustees, 
although  the  traffic  is  mainly  on  the  road  in  our  county.  We  propose 
to  put  up  a  toll-bar  there,  as  the  Roxburghshire  Trustees  refused  to 
allow  us  any  share  of  their  toll.  The  proposed  additional  toll  will  no 
doubt  be  a  great  inconvenience  to  the  neighbourhood,  but  I  think  it 
necessary  to  keep  up  our  funds.  I  think  it  probable  that,  with  these 
two  tolls,  we  should  be  able  to  keep  up  the  turnpike  roads,  but  not  to 
pay  either  principal  or  interest  of  our  debt,  which,  however,  is  very 
trifling.  I  think  1  may  state  the  debt  as  under  L.500.  We  had  at  one 
time  a  pretty  large  debt  in  the  county.  About  25  years  ago  it  amounted 
to  between  L.7000  and  L.8000,  exclusive  of  a  debt  incurred  for  the 
erection  of  bridges  over  the  Tweed  and  Ettrick,  the  former  was,  I  believe, 
gradually  liquidated  by  an  assessment  on  the  county,  under  the  provisions 
of  our  Turnpike  Act,  and  the  latter  from  the  proceeds  of  the  pontage  bar 
to  which  I  have  already  referred. 

I  do  not  know  anything  of  the  transaction  which  has  already  been 
spoken  to  in  regard  to  the  tolls  on  the  Ettrick  Road. 

The  assessment  for  statute  labour  in  the  county  is  not  complained  of 
as  a  heavy  burden.  The  statute  labour  and  turnpike  roads  are  under 
the  same  surveyor,  which  is  an  arrangement  that  we  find  works  re- 
markably well. 

Since  the  establishment  of  railways,  the  nature  of  the  traffic  has  very 
much  altered.    The  through  traffic  on  turnpikes  has  now  almost  entirely 
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County  .  ceased.  The  tolls  are  chiefly  paid  by  parties  residing  in  the  county, 
.^f  embracing  persons  of  all  classes,  either  directly  or  indirectly.     Between 

my  own  residence  and  Selkirk,  our  county  town,  with  which  I  am  chiefly 
Robert  K.  connected,  there  is  no  toll,  and  but  a  small  portion  of  turnpike  road, 
PriDgle,  Esq.  consequently  all  my  traffic,  whether  personal  or  for  agricultural  purposes, 
passes  for  the  most  part  free  of  toll.  I  reside  in  the  valley  of  the 
Tarrow.  In  the  adjoining  valley  of  the  Tweed,  which  is  in  the  same 
parish,  there  is  no  communication  with  the  county  town  except  by  means 
of  a  turnpike  road,  for  which  a  toll  is  paid.  Therefore,  the  residenters 
in  that  locality,  whilst  they  contribute  equally  with  me  to  the  statute 
'labour  funds,  have  also  the  additional  burden  of  tolls.  Therefore, 
although  the  tolls  in  the  county  are  principally  paid  by  those  residing 
in  the  county,  the  burden  does  not  fall  equally  on  those  residents.  It 
would,  consequently,  be  more  equal  and  fair  to  have  one  uniform  system, 
instead  of,  as  at  present,  a  combination  of  tolls  and  statute  labour. 
At  the  same  time,  it  is  always,  to  a  certain  extent,  an  argument  in 
favour  of  any  existing  system,  that  it  is  the  existing  system,  because 
any  re-distribution  of  the  burden  must  afiect  existing  rights  and  interests. 
And  even  although  it  may  tend  towards  its  equalization,  yet  unless  the 
existing  inequality  is  felt  to  be  a  serious  grievance,  the  dissatisfaction  to 
those  who  will  be  injured  by  a  change  will  probably  outweigh  the  sense 
of  relief  to  those  who  are  benefited  by  it.  In  my  own  county,  I  am  not 
aware  that  the  inequality  is  so  serious  as  to  make  a  diange  urgently 
called  for. 

In  the  event  of  tolls  being  abolished,  I  have  not  formed  any  systematic 
idea  of  what  should  be  introduced  as  a  substitute ;  but  I  think  the  prin- 
ciple, that  those  who  use  the  roads  should  pay  for  them,  should  be  foU 
lowed  as  far  as  possible,  and  as  nearly  as  may  be  to  the  extent  in  which 
they  do  use  them.  My  general  view  would  be  in  favour  of  an  assessment 
laid  partly  on  horses  and  wheeled  conveyances,  and  partly  on  lands  and 
heritages ;  but  I  have  not  given  the  subject  any  very  serious  consideni- 
tion. 

I  should  wish  to  state  to  the  Commissioners,  that  at  a  road  meetinjr, 
held  at  Selkirk  some  years  ago,  the  subject  of  Lord  Elcho's  proposed 
Bill  for  the  abolition  of  tolls  was  under  consideration.  The  matter  was 
then  fully  discussed,  and  a  resolution  was  passed,  at  the  suggestion  of  my 
late  brother,  Mr  Pringle  of  Whytbank,  who  had  a  very  long  experience 
of  the  working  of  the  road  system,  particularly  as  relating  to  the  county 
of  Selkirk,  and  the  tenor  of  that  resolution  was  unfavourable  to  any 
change  in  the  present  system. 

In  any  change  of  the  present  system  to  a  system  of  rate  paying,  I 
think  parties  who  might  thus  be  called  upon  to  pay  might  expect  to 
have  a  share  in  the  management.  I  should  see  no  great  objection  to 
large  tenant-farmers  having  a  voice  in  the  disposal  of  the  funds,  although 
I  do  not  consider  it  absolutely  necessary,  as  their  interests  would,  in 
most  cases,  be  identical  with  those  of  their  landlords.  In  the  event  of 
any  change  bdng  introduced,  I  think  a  permissive  Act  is  not  a  desirable 
thing  ;  it  should  be  general  over  the  whole  country.  I  would  apply  this 
remark  to  the  mode  of  assessment,  for  I  think  it  advisable  that  the  pre- 
sent county  division  should  remain  undisturbed  as  regards  the  levy  and 
appropriation  of  the  funds ;  so  that  each  county  should  continue  sepa- 
rately liable  for  its  own  debts  and  expenditure,  and  not  for  those  of  any 
other* 


|^o<  IV. — George  ftcherUf  Esq.,  Proyost  of  Selkirk,  Examined : — 
Roberts,  Esq.      We  have  a  very  small  amount  of  customs  levied  in  the  burgh  charged 
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on  flour,  meal,  &c.     Part  of  the  streets  and  roads  within  the  burgh  are       Coonty 
maintained  by  the  Turnpike  Road  Trustees,  viz.,  the  turnpike  road  from  /^^ 

Edinburgh  to  Hawick,  which  passes  through  the  town ;  it  is  Macadam-  ^_^^' 
ized.  The  other  streets  are  maintained  out  of  the  common' good,  and  Georm 
occasionally,  where  considerable  repairs  are  required,  the  Statute  Labour  Boberts,  Esq. 
Trustees  make  a  grant.  Of  late  years  we  have  had  from  L.IO  to  L.15 
a-vear  from  this  source.  The  statute  labour  assessment  is  regularly 
collected  over  the  burgh,  and  amounts  to  L.65  within  the  burgh  bounds. 
It  is  raised  by  a  rate  on  houses,  which  in  no  case  exceeds  5s.  There  are 
eighteen  dwelling-houses,  the  rent  of  which  would  exceed  the  amount  for 
which  5s.  would  be  exigible.  Of  dwelling-houses  and  shops  above  L.28 
yalue  there  may  be  ten,  and  of  works  and  mnnufactories  seven.  There  is 
a  printed  abstract  of  the  burgh  accounts,  which  will  show  the  expenditure 
on  the  burgh  streets  every  year,  and  of  which  I  will  send  the  Commis- 
sioners a  copy.  The  expense  of  maintaining  these  streets  is,  on  an 
average,  about  L.28, 10s.  8d.  a-year.  At  present  the  money  collected  in 
the  town  for  statute  labour  goes  into  the  general  fund  of  the  parish, 
and  is  not  applied  exclusively  within  burgh. 

There  are  no  complaints  among  the  inhabitants  in  regard  to  the  tolls. 
On  the  contrary,  they  are  perfectly  satisfied,  and  would  not  desire  to  see 
any  of  those  substitutes  adopted  which  have  been  proposed  in  lieu  of 
tolls.  Resolutions  have  been  passed  by  the  Commissioners  of  Supply  and 
the  Selkirk  Farmer's  Club  against  Lord  Elcho's  Bill,  and  by  the  Town 
Council  against  road  reform,  all  unanimously.  The  general  opinion  ex«- 
pressed  was  in  favour  of  the  present  mode  of  maintaining  the  roads  both 
in  the  town  and  county.  I  am  convinced  it  is  our  favourable  circum- 
stances in  regard  to  debt  that  make  us  feel  that  the  tolls  are  not  an  op- 
pressive burden. 

Supposing  the  present  revenue  were  inadequate,  and  it  was  found  ne- 
cessary to  put  on  additional  tolls,  I  do  not  think  that  would  alter  my 
views,  as  I  think  it  is  a  just  and  equitable  principle  that  the  expense  of 
the  roads  should  be  paid  for  by  the  parties  who  use  them.  We  had  a 
complaint  lately  from  Galashiels  about  a  toll  which  the  Selkirkshire 
Trustees  were  about  to  put  on  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  another  toll 
belonging  to  the  Roxburghshire  Trustees,  and  which  is  within  three 
quarters  of  a  mile  of  Galashiels  Station,  whilst  the  greater  part  of  the 
road  to  the  west  of  Galashiels  lies  in  Selkirkshire,  and  is  supported  by 
the  Selkirkshire  Trust. 

The  roads  in  the  county  are,  for  the  most  part,  used  by  parties  within 
the  county,  but  there  are  still  a  good  many  tourists  and  a  number  of  parties 
who  come  from  neighbouring  counties  on  business  and  pay  the  tolls. 

I  wish  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  to  the  circumstance 
that  there  are  three  mills  within  the  bounds  of  the  burgh  of  Selkirk, 
which  are  valued  on  the  Valuation  Roll  at  L.  1,681,  and  the  vast  bulk  of 
their  traffic  is  carried  by  railway,  so  that  they  make  very  little  use  of  the 
roads.  Supposing,  therefore,  an  assessment  levied  on  these  mills,  accord- 
ing to  their  value,  there  would  be  a  burden  imposed  upon  them  without 
any  corresponding  benefit.  I  allude  to  this  as  an  instance  in  which  in- 
justice would  be  done  if  parties  were  assessed  for  supporting  the  roads  by 
a  rate  levied  on  property,  instead  of  a  toll  being  paid  by  the  parties  who 
use  the  roads — the  houses  in  the  burgh  are  nearly  in  the  same  situation 
in  this  respect  as  the  mills. 

As  things  at  present  stand,  there  is  no  conflict  of  interest  between  the 
burgh  and  the  county.  There  has  always  been  the  best  understanding 
between  them.  I  do  not  recollect  of  any  instance  of  disagreement  between 
the  county  gentlemen  and  the  burgh  authorities  in  regard  to  the  roads. 

If  I  am  asked  whether  it  would  not  be  more  equitable  to  levy  an  asses- 
ment  at  a  uniform  rate  of  5}d.  per  £  on  the  rental,  accordu^  to  the 
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County  valuation  roll  (which  would  produce  the  same  amount  as  the  present 
1?'  I-  statute  lahour),  as  a  substitute  for  the  existing  mode  of  assessment,  I 
Selkirk.  should  say  that  a  uniform  rate  on  land  and  heritages  would  not  be  equit- 
George  9i\)\%  so  far  as  Selkirkshire  is  concerned.  It  would  be  unjust  to  the 
Bobertfl,  Esq.  owners  of  manufactories,  public  works,  and  house  property  in  Selkirk  and 
Galashiels  (the  only  two  towns  in  the  county),  as  there  is  railway  com- 
munication and  a  station  near  to  both  these  towns,  and  of  course  the  roads 
are  not  much  used  by  the  inhabitants.  As  to  lands,  however,  the  case 
would  be  entirely  different,  as  roads  required  to  be  made  and  maintained 
throughout  the  whole  county,  which  are  used  principally  by  land  owners 
and  their  tenants ;  and  I  think  it  just  that  the  land  should  pay  in  propor- 
tion to  the  benefit  received,  as  compared  with  the  towns. 

In  the  event  of  a  new  mode  of  assessment  being  adopted,  I  think  it 
would  be  fair  and  reasonable  to  lay  it  on  all  dwelling-houses  in  propor- 
tion to  the  rental. 

I  understand  that  there  are  two  tolls  on  the  Ettrick  Trust,  the  proceeds 
of  which  are  applied  to  liquidation  of  debt  incurred  for  building  an  inn  and 
toll  house.  Tlie  parties  who  pay  statute  labour  money  in  the  parishes  of 
Ettrick  and  Yarrow  (in  which  these  bars  are  placed)  are  exempted  fi6m 
paying  toll  at  them. 

I  am  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  the  toll  system  is  not  so  much  to  blame 
as  the  management.  The  Road  Trusts  in  most  of  the  counties  of  Scot- 
land have  such  an  enormous  amount  of  debt,  that  a  large  portion  of 
the  money  collected  by  tolls  is  absorbed  in  payment  of  interest,  instead  of 
being  expended  in  keeping  up  the  roads,  which  are  kept  in  repair  at  much 
less  cost  now  than  formerly,  as  the  railroads  carry  all  the  heavy  traffic 
In  the  county  of  Selkirk  there  is  little  or  no  debt,  and  the  consequence  is, 
that  there  are  few  or  no  complaints  about  tolls,  and  no  doubt  it  would  be 
the  same  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  if  no  more  money  was  raised  by 
tolls  than  merely  what  is  required  for  keeping  the  roads  in  repair  under 
the  altered  circumstances  of  the  county  by  the  introduction  of  railways. 


Excerpt  Minutes  of  the  Town  Council  of  Selkirk. 

(Handed  in  by  Provost  Roberts.) 

Selkirk,  11th  January  1859. 
"  The  clerk  read  a  letter  he  had  received  from  the  agent  of  the  conTen- 
tion  of  royal  burghs,  upon  the  subject  of  road  reform,  which,  having  been 
considered  by  the  council,  they  are  of  opinion  that  a  change  in  the  present 
system  would  not  be  expedient,  in  so  far  as  the  burgh  is  concerned." 


ExoERFT  from  Minute  of  Meeting  of  Selkirk  Farmer's  Club. 

8th  April  1857. 
"Lord  Elcho's  Bill  was  taken  into  consideration  (as  moved  at  the 
March  meeting),  but  was  disapproved  of  as  unsuitable  to  this  county." 


Extracts  from  Minutes  of  Meetings  of  the  Commissioners  of  Supply  of 

Selkirkshire. 

4th  October  1855. 
The  convener  laid  before  the  meeting  a  communication  from  the  county 
of  Lanark,  relative  to  the  mode  of  raising  funds  for  repairing  the  statute 
labour  roads  in  Scotland,  in  reference  to  the  new  Valuation  Act.  The 
meeting  having  considered  the  same,  seeing  that  this  county  has  a  local 
Act  on  the  subject  with  which  they  are  satisfied,  have  not  experienced 
need  for  any  alteration. 
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11th  March  1857.  Coanty 

The  Tonvener  stated  that  he  had  called  the  present  meeting  for  the  par-         ^^ , 
pose  of  considering  a  bill  introduced  into  Parliament  by  Lord  Elcho,  en-      ° 
tituled,  **  A  Bill  for  the  Abolition  of  Tolls/*  and  he  produced  a  copy  of  the       George 
bill.  Roberts,  Esq. 

The  clerk  produced  to  the  meeting  the  newspapers  in  which  intimation 
had  been  made  calling  the  meeting. 

The  meeting  having  considered  the  subject,  Mr  Pringle  of  Whytbank 
proposed,  and  Major  Pott  seconded  'the  foUowing  resolution,  which  was 
approved  of,  and  adopted  by  the  meeting. 

Resolved, — That,  the  meeting  having  considered  the  draft  of  a  bill  to  be 
sabmitted  to  Parliament,  to  provide  for  the  abolition  of  tolls  and  of  statute 
labour,  or  the  conversion  thereof  into  money,  so  far  as  regards  public 
roads  or  highways  in  Scotland,  are  of  opinion,  that  it  is  not  adapted  to  the 
circumstances  of  the  county  of  Selkirk. 

That,  in  the  first  place,  as  regards  the  turnpike  roads,  it  would  have 
the  effect  of  changing  the  burden  so  as  to  transfer  it  from  those  who  make 
the  greatest  use  of  the  roads,  and  by  whose  traffic  they  are  worn,  to 
another  class  consisting  chiefly  of  the  tenant  farmers,  many  of  whom 
reside  at  a  distance  from  these  roads,  and  have  not  therefore  the  same 
interest  in  upholding  them. 

And  secondly,  as  regards  the  class  of  roads  which  are  maintained  on 
the  principle  of  statute  service,  the  bill  would  supersede  a  better  system 
now  in  use  under  the  local  Act  of  this  county,  by  means  of  which  many 
miles  of  excellent  roads  have  been  formed,  improved,  and  upheld  in  a 
manner  which  has  given  general  satisfaction,  and  substitute  an  uniform 
assessment  for  the  present  scale,  by  which  the  burdens  required  for  ex- 
pensive improvements  are  so  adjusted  as  to  impose  a  larger  share  on  the 
owners  of  land,  who  have  a  permanent  interest,  than  on  the  occupiers, 
whose  interest  is  limited,  whife  safeguards  are  provided  against  any  ex- 
travagant expenditure. 

That,  in  these  circumstances,  the  meeting  further  resolve,  in  case  the 
bill  is  proceeded  with,  to  petition  against  its  becoming  a  law,  or,  at  all 
events,  against  its  being  rendered  compulsory  on  counties  which  are 
opposed  to  its  provisions. 

The  derk  was  instructed  to  send  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution  to 
the  Lord  Advocate. 


Wednesday,  20th  April  1859. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.      |      Duncan  McLaren,  Esq. 
MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  V. — Charles  Plummer,  Esq.  of  Sunderland  Hall,  Examined : — 

I  am  a  landed  proprietor  in  the  county  of  Selkirk.  I  reside  between  Charles 
Selkirk  and  Galashiels,  and  I  have  also  a  property  in  the  upper  part  of  Plummer.Esq, 
the  county ;  and  under  the  present  system  of  road  maintenance,  I  con- 
sider that  I  get  very  badly  off  in  the  one  case,  and  very  well  off  in  the  other. 
I  am  between  two  turnpikes  in  the  property  on  which  I  reside.  On  my 
other  property  the  roads  are  entirely  statute  labour.  On  both  properties 
I  equally  pay  statute  labour  money,  so  that  in  the  one  1  have  tolls  to  pay 
in  addition  to  statute  labour  money,  and  in  the  other  I  am  free.    In 
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County       going  to  the  county  tow^n  of  Selkirk,  I  have  a  toll  to  pay.    As  comparing 

^f  the  two  kinds  of  roads,  I  would  say  the  turnpikes  are  certainly  the  best ; 

^'  but  a  great  proportion  of  the  statute  labour  roads  in  Selkirkshire  are  in 

Charles       ^^^^  ^^^  order.     I  should  say  that  the  statute  labour  money  in  my  parish 

Flammer,  Esq.  comes  to  about  6d.  per  £  bn  the  real  rent.     I  think  it  would  be  desirable 

in  the  county  of  Selkirk  to  have  a  general  system,  either  with  all  the 

roads  statute  labour  roads  or  all  turnpikes.    In  a  general  system  of  statute 

labour,  it  would  be  necessary  to  make  certain  changes  on  the  present 

system  of  levying  the  statute  labour  assessments.     I  consider  there  is  great 

inequality  in  the  present  mode  of  assessment,  on  account  of  the  change 

which  has  taken  place  in  the  comparative  value  of  property,  and  also  from 

the  way  in  which  houses  and  buildings  generally  in  the  towns  of  Galashiels 

and  Selkirk  are  assessed. 

Supposing  the  toll  system  continued,  I  think  it  would  be  desirable  to 
consolidate  the  three  turnpike  trusts  in  the  county  under  one  management. 
Such  a  consolidation  would,  I  think,  be  both  convenient  and  economical. 
The  debt  on  the  county  roads  is  very  small.  It  has  nearly  all  been 
paid  off,  so  that  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  such  a  consolidation.  I  think 
the  toll  system  is  a  perfect  system,  if  the  tolls  could  be  properly  placed  ; 
but  the  great  difficulty  lies  in  placing  them  in  such  situations  that  thej 
fall  equally  on  those  using  the  roads.  In  Selkirkshire,  however,  it  is  in  a 
great  measure  the  parties  in  the  locality  who  pay  the  tolls,  and  in  that  way 
the  residents  in  the  parish  of  Selkirk  may  be  considered  as  paying  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  tolls  in  addition  to  the  statute  labour.  If  an  assessment 
could  be  fairly  imposed,  it  would  probably  hit  very  nearly  the  parties  who 
now  pay  tolls;  but,  under  such  an  assessment,  we  might  lose  the  contribu- 
tions in  tolls  by  parties  resident  in  the  neighbouring  county  of  Roxburgh. 
Were  the  system  universal,  the  benefit  or  loss  would  of  course  be  reciproaJ. 
I  consider  the  tolls  in  Selkirkshire  are  not  well  placed  for  the  existing 
state  of  the  traffic,  which  has  been  diverted  into  other  channels  since  they 
were  placed.  The  result  is,  that  the  tolls',  as  at  present  placed,  do  not 
answer  their  purpose* 

We  have  no  difficulty  in  getting  a  sufficient  number  of  Trustees  to 
attend  our  road  meetings. 
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Vn.  COUNTY  OF  ROXBUKGH. 


Monday,  2lst  March  1859. 


1CEUBERS  PRESENT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.  |  Duncan  McLaren,  Esq. 

MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR.  Coanty 

of 

No.  L^Charles  Rabsoft,  Esq.,  Writer,  Kelso,  Examined : —  Boxbnri^h. 

I  am  a  partner  of  the  firm  of  Smith  and  Robson,  writers,  Kelso.    We       Charlea 
act  as  clerks  to  the  Great  Road,  the  Kelso  Union  Turnpike  (three  "OMon,  Esq. 
branches),  the  Lauder  and  Kelso  Turnpike,  the  Kelso  Bridge  Trust,  and 
Kelso  District  Statute  Labour  Road  Trustees. 

These  Turnpike  and  Bridge  Trusts  above  enumerated  are  constituted 
under  four  separate  Acts  of  Parliament,  viz  : — 

The  Great  Road  under  an  Act  of  1840,  3  Vict.  cap.  6G. 

The  Kelso  Union  Trust  is  regulated  by  an  Act  dated  1837,  7  of 
William  IV.,  cap.  39. 

The  Lauder  and  Kelso  Turnpike,  under  an  Act  of  1829  ;  and 

The  Kelso  Bridge  Trust,  under  two  Acts,  1799,  39  Geo.  III.,  cap.  62, 
and  1855,  18  Vict.,  cap.  61. 

The  Kelso  Bridge  Trust  may  now  be  said  to  be  at  an  end.  The 
original  subscriptions  have  all  been  paid  off,  and  the  pontage  was  with- 
drawn last  Whitsunday.  We  have  now  an  accumulated  fund  amounting 
to  L.1,300,  which  is  invested  in  3  per  cent.  Consols.,  and  the  dividends  are 
applicable  to  the  maintenance  of  the  bridge,  together  with  the  rent  of 
the  old  toll  house,  which  is  about  L.IO  per  annum.  The  income  may  be 
stated  at  about  L.50  a  year,  which  we  expect  will  be  sufficient  for  the 
maintenance  and  ordinary  expenses.  We  maintain  the  approaches  to 
the  bridge,  but  they  are  quite  short.  If  the  annual  income  prove  in- 
sufficient, there  is  a  power  given  by  the  Act  to  take  any  sum  that  may 
be  required  from  the  capital,  and  should  the  capital  be  reduced  to  L.760, 
the  trustees  are  empowered  to  reimpose  the  pontage  until  the  fund  shall 
again  accumulate  to  L.1500. 

Although  the  Act  under  which  the  GrecU  Road  Trust  is  constituted, 
comprehends  other  Roads  in  Roxburghshire,  the  accounts  and  funds  of 
the  Great  Road  are  quite  distinct  from  those  of  these  other  roads.  The 
length  of  the  road  is  12}  miles,  on  which  there  are  two  tolls,  which  are 
usually  let.  We  find  that  we  always  get  a  larger  revenue  by  letting  the 
tolls.  I  think  the  toll  keepers  make  very  small  profits. .  I  have  known 
more  people  lose  than  make  money  by  tolb.    Tne  only  case  I  knew  of 
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Connty       a  man  who  made  money,  was  that  of  a  person  who  told  me  that  his 

of  profit  had  arisen  from  the  house  having  a  license.    In  these  country 

Roxburgh,     districts,  it  is  not  unfrequent  for  the  tollman  himself  to  work  as  a 

Charles      labourer  on  the  road,  whilst  his  wife  keeps  the  toll.     The  toll  revenue 

Robson,  Esq.  of  the  Great  Road  for  the  year  ending 

Whitsunday  1857,  was    .  .    L  177    0    0 

„  1868,  was     .  .         148     0    0 

I  cannot  assign  any  special  reason  for  the  fall  in  the  year  1857-8.  The 
tolls  have  been  let  for  the  current  year  at  L.175.  Our  revenue  has 
hitherto  always  been  sufficient  for  maintaining  the  road,  if  you  include 
the  aid  we  have  received  from  the  parishes.  We  are  entitled,  under  the 
20th  section  of  our  Act,  to  obtain  from  the  Statute  Labour  Trustees 
assistance  in  certain  circumstances,  viz.,  where  it  is  really  required  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  road,  from  the  funds  being  insufficient.  The  Statute 
Labour  Trustees  are  empowered  to  apply  to  this  turnpike  one-half  of  the 
statue  labour  fund  of  the  particular  parish  through  which  the  road  runs, 
but  we  have  never  required  anything  like  that.  With  this  assistance  ve 
are  enabled  to  keep  the  road  in  good  repair.  The  tolls  are  not  levied  at 
the  maximum  authorised  by  the  Act.     We  have  no  debt. 

I  have  never  heard  of  any  objections  being  made  by  parties  in  the 
vicinity,  to  paying  both  by  way  of  tolls  and  statute  labour  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  road.  Such  aid,  as  already  explained,  is  only  occasional, 
and  the  Statute  Labour  Trustees  are  themselves  the  judges  of  the  pru- 
dence of  the  grant.  Hence  I  believe  no  dissatisfaction  has  ever  been  felt. 
The  Kelso  Union  is  divided  into  three  branches,  the  north,  south,  and 
west  branches,  which  are  all  under  our  charge.  The  accounts  of  each 
branch  are  kept  distinct.  The  north  branch  consists  of  about  12  miles 
of  road,  on  which  there  are  two  tolls  which  are  let. 

The  revenue  for  the  year  from  1 856-67,  was        L.373     0    0 
„  „  1857-58,  was  310     0     0 

I  can  state  no  particular  reason  for  this  fall.  The  tolls  have  been  let 
for  the  current  year  at  L.346.  The  expenditui-e  last  year,  including 
surveyors'  and  clerks'  salaries,  amounted  to  L.271.  There  is  a  debt 
amounting  in  all  to  L.8490.  This  consists  of  L.3000  which  was  con- 
stituted of  original  subscriptions  for  making  the  road,  on  which  interest 
at  5  per  cent,  was  paid  down  to  1823.  The  allocation  for  the  interest 
of  1823  was  only  made  last  year,  our  system  being  to  accumulate  the 
interest  every  year  upon  the  principal  sum  of  L.3000 ;  and  as  we  have 
funds  to  declare  a  dividend,  which  is  imputed  as  interest  for  the  year 
following  that  in  which  interest  was  last  paid.  The  remainder  of  L.5490 
consists  of  interest  unpaid,  running  from  the  year  1823,  but  on  which  we 
do  not  calculate  compound  interest.  Of  late  years  we  have  frequently 
been  enabled  to  declare  a  dividend  of  5  per  cent,  on  the  subscription 
debt.  We  formerly  had  a  preferential  debt  of  L.800  secured  upon  the 
tolls,  the  last  instalment  of  which  was  paid  off  in  1850-51. 

The  railways  have  affected  our  revenue  on  the  north  branch  very  con- 
siderably. All  the  coal  consumed  in  Kelso  formerly  came  by  the  road, 
as  also  did  the  lime  from  Northumberland.  It  is  principally  since  1848 
that  our  revenue  has  fallen  off,  but  the  expense  of  maintenance  has  been 
diminished  also.  1  think  we  have  paid  dividends  since  1848  as  regularly 
as  before,  and  I  can  only  attribute  this  to  the  diminution  of  expenditure 
consequent  on  the  withdrawal  of  the  heavy  traffic. 

The  south  branch  runs  parallel  with  the  north  branch,  but  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  Tweed.  It-  extends  to  10  miles  of  road,  on  which 
there  are  three  tolls,  which  are  let. 

The  revenue  for  the  year  1856-67,  was        L.99    0    0 
„  „       1857-58,  was  88     0     0 

They  are  let  for  the  current  year  at  the  same  rate,  viz.,  L.88.     The  tolls 
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at  the  two  extremities  of  the  road  issue  cheque  tickets  for  clearing  the       County 
mid  bar,  and  the  latter  issues  tickets  for  clearing  either  of  the  former,     p    k     h 
The  easternmost  toll-bar  has  no  dwelling  house  or  garden  attached,       °!L^  ' 
merely  a  collector's  box,  and  is  let  in  conjunction  with  the  mid  bar,  in       Charles 
which  the  tenant  resides.     The  expense  of  maintenance  and  management  fiobson,  Esq. 
for  the  last  two  years  was  in  1856-57)  L.5S,  17s.  lOd.,  and  in  1857-58, 
L.77, 19s.  3d.     The  debt  on  this  road  consists  of — 

Debts  for  which  the  tolls  are  assigned,       L.  1,899  13     4 

Original  subscriptions,  .  .  .         1,200    0    0 

L.3,099  13    4 


The  former  we  consider  a  preferential  debt  to  the  latter,  and  no  interest 
has  been  paid  on  the  subscription  debt  since  1793,  when  the  road  was 
made.  On  part  of  the  L.1899,  13s.  4d.,  viz.,  on  two  debts  of 
L.166,  13s.  4d.,  and  L.lOO,  interest  is  paid  regularly  at  the  rate  of 
5  per  cent.,  and  any  surplus  revenue  we  have  is  paid  to  account  of 
interest  upon  the  remainder  of  the  debt,  L.1633.  I  have  never  known 
of  any  of  these  bonds  being  sold.  The  Trustees  are  not  personally  liable 
for  the  debts.  For  the  two  last  years  no  interest  has  been  paid  to 
account  of  the  L.1633  bond.  At  Whitsunday  last  there  was  due  under 
this  head  L.546,  15s.  3d.,  being  interest  calculated  at  5  per  cent. 

The  west  branch  extends  to  10  miles,  on  which  there  are  two  tolls,  one 
of  which  is  a  pontage  on  a  bridge  across  the  Teviot. 

These  were  let  for  1866-57  at  .  .     L.247     0    0 

„  „         1857-58  at  .  .         233     0    0 

And  for  the  current  year  at  .  .        195    0    0 

The  expenditure,  including  clerk  and  surveyor's,  salaries,  amounted — 

For  the  year  1866-57,  to        .  .  .     L.98     0    0 

And  for  the  year  1857-68,  to  .  .       129    0    0 

We  have  no  preferential  debt  now,  the  last  of  it  having  been  paid  off  in 
1850,  but  there  is  a  debt  of  L.2550,  arising  entirely  from  subscriptions, 
on  which  interest  has  been  paid  at  5  per  cent,  down  to  Whitsunday  1842. 
We  follow  the  same  plan  in  regard  to  interest  as  in  the  north  branch. 
Some  of  these  subscription  shares  have  been  sold.  I  think  the  last 
sales  took  place  after  the  opening  of  the  railway,  at  a  time  when  the 
road  was  expected  to  have  been  more  injuriously  affected  by  it  than  has 
actually  been  the  case.  The  prices  were  L.  10  for  an  original  subscription 
of  L.50,  but  these  subscriptions  would  certainly  now  sell  a  great  deal 
better. 

The  Lauder  and  Kelso  Road  extends  to  21  miles,  from  the  burgh  of 
Lauder  through  Kelso  to  the  confines  of  Northumberland.  There  are 
three  tolls,  besides  a  toll  at  Lauder,  of  which,  by  a  private  arrangement 
with  the  Roxburghshire  Trustees,  they  in  the  meantime  draw  the  revenue. 
The  revenue  of  our  three  tolls,  each  of  which  issues  check  tickets  for 
clearing  the  other  two,  for  1856-67  was  .  .     L.1,221     0    0 

„  „  1857-68  was  .  .         1,193     0    0 

And  for  the  current  year,         .  .  .        1,115    0    0 

Out  of  this  revenue  there  is  an  annual  payment  of  L.lOO  to  the  Rox- 
burghshire Road  Trustees  for  their  share  of  the  toll  dues  at  Maxwell- 
heugh.     Our  annual  expenditure  on  repairs  and  management  for  the 
year  1856-57,  was        ....     L.664    0    0 
n  „  1857-68,  was        631     0    0 

This  road  has  been  greatly  benefited  by  the  railways, — the  Maxwell- 
heugh  toll  lying  between  Kelso  and  the  railway  station.  The  large  surplus 
revenue  has  been  from  time  to  time  applied  in  payment  of  preferential 
debt.  In  1855-56  we  paid  off  L.800,  and  in  1857-58,  L.400,  of  pre- 
ferential debt.    We  have  L.2400  of  preferential  debt  still  remaining,  but 
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County  notice  has  been  given  to  the  creditors  that  the  whole  of  this  will  be  paid 
^^  up  at  Whitsunday,  by  the  L.1400  then  expected  to  be  on  hand,  and  a 

Roxburgh,  j^^^^  ^^  L.1000  from  the  bank,  which  we  hope  to  pay  off  as  the  monthly 
Charles  rents  come  in  from  the  tolls.  Our  road  will  then  be  quite  clear  of  debt, 
Robson,  Esq.  and  we  slmll  be  in  a  condition  to  reduce  the  tolls.  Certain  of  the  Trus- 
tees are  personally  bound  for  the  present  debt. 

There  are  no  complaints  in  Kelso,  as  far  as  I  know,  with  regard  to  the 
tolls,  with  one  exception,  which  the  Trustees  contemplate  remedying 
under  their  new  Act,  for  which  they  intend  applymg  next  year, 
when  the  current  one  expires.  A  hired  cart  pays  toll  every  time  it  passes 
with  a  new  loading,  whereas  a  person  with  his  own  cart  and  horse  only 
pays  one  toll  in  the  day.  Persons  are  not  called  upon  to  pay  two  tolls 
within  six  miles  in  Roxburghshire  on  the  same  Trust,  but  they  may  have 
to  do  so  when  different  Trusts  adjoin. 

The  county  is  divided  into  four  districts  of  statute  labour  roads.  I 
I  am  clerk  to  the  Kelso  district,  and  I  have  held  that  office  since  1848. 
There  is  a  special  local  Statute  Labour  Road  Act  for  Roxburghshire, 
dated  1806.  There  Ls  one  clerk  and  surveyor  for  each  district,  but  the 
money  collected  in  each  particular  parish  is  expended  within  that  parish, 
and  the  surveyor's  salary  is  paid  by  the  parishes  in  proportion  to  the 
amount  levied  in  each.  The  clerk  is  also  collector,  and  is  paid  by  a 
poundage.  The  rate  of  assessment  may  vary  in  each  parish.  In  the 
parish  of  Linton,  for  the  current  year,  it  is  40s.  per  L.lOO  Scots.  In  the 
parishes  of  Ilownam  and  Mukerston  it  is  only  15s.  This  difference  arises 
mainly  from  the  mileage  of  road  to  be  maintained,  and  the  amount  and 
nature  of  the  traffic  in  the  several  parishes,  and  in  some  instances  also 
from  inequalities  in  the  old  valuation  of  different  parishes  as  compared 
to  the  real  annual  value  of  those  parishes  in  the  present  day.  Owing  to 
this  latter  circumstance,  it  may  happen  that  a  parish  rated  at  40s.  is  not 
more  heavily  taxed  per  £  Sterling,  than  one  at  20s.,  but  these  inequalities 
are  of  no  consequence  so  long  as  the  accounts  of  each  parish  are  kept 
distinct,  as  at  present.  There  are,  however,  corresponding  differences 
between  the  old  valuations  of  different  estates  in  the  same  parish,  and 
for  this  reason  it  would  be  an  improvement  on  our  local  Act,  were  the 
real  annual  value  substituted  for  the  old  valuation  as  the  basis  of  assess- 
ment. The  aggregate  annual  value  of  the  twelve  parishes  composing  the 
district  of  Kelso,  on  an  average  of  the  last  three  years,  is  L.  11 2,930. 
The  average  annual  sum  collected  for  statute  labour  during  the  same 
period  was  L.1540,  equal  to  an  assessment  of  34d.  per  £.  The  statute 
labour  conversion  in  Kelso,  which  is  the  only  town  in  our  district,  is  3d. 
per  £  on  the  real  annual  value  according  to  the  valuation  roll.  We  have 
under  the  Statute  Labour  Act  a  power  to  levy  a  rate  on  hired  horses,  but 
the  Trustees  have  not  availed  tnemselves  of  that  provision  for  several 
years.  They  found  that  in  the  case  of  the  Cross  Keys  inn  at  Kelso,  the 
assessment  on  the  house  was  very  nearly  the  same  as  the  amount  for- 
merly levied  on  the  horses,  and  we  could  not  charge  both.  So  that,  by 
remitting  the  tax  on  horses,  there  was  no  loss  in  that  case.  And  in  the 
case  of  carters  \rho  kept  horses,  we  found  that  most  of  those  were  in 
indigent  circumstances,  and  that  it  really  was  not  worth  the  trouble  to 
impose  the  tax.  Our  statute  labour  is  levied  equally  upon  landlord  and 
tenant.  In  our  district  we  have  from  time  to  time  a  portion  of  the 
bridge  money  of  the  county  allotted  to  us,  but  the  tax  is  generally  con- 
sidered an  unsatisfiictory  one,  from  the  inequality  of  its  application. 

I  think  it  is  a  desirable  arrangement  that  the  turnpike  and  statute 
labour  roads  should  be  placed  under  one  surveyor,  as  is  the  case  in  our 
district. 

I  do  not  approve  of  any  of  the  schemes  I  have  heard  proposed  as  a 
substitute  for  the  turnpike  system.     I   think  the  substitution  of  a 
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horse  tax  would  operate  very  unequally.     Take,  for  instance,  the  case  of       County 
a  doctor  or  a  miller  living  in  the  town,  at  presents  they  pay  every  time     rt    h     ^^ 
they  use  the  road ;  under  an  assessment  they  would  escape  on  payment  urgh. 

of  a  few  shillings,  which  would  throw  a  heavier  burden  on  others,  such       Charles 
as  farmers,  whose  horses  make  comparatively  little  use  of  the  roads.     I  Robson,  Esq. 
consider  the  present  system  more  equitable  than  any  other  that  can  be 
substituted  for  it.     I  think  there  are  very  exaggerated  notions  abroad 
in  regard  to  the  expense  of  collecting  revenue  by  toll-bars. 

The    through    traffic    on  our  Boxburghshire  roads  has  very  much 
diminished. 


No.  II.— Jam^f  Oliver^  Esq.,  writer,  Hawick,  Examined  ; — 

I  am  a  partner  of  the  firm  of  George  and  James  Oliver.     My  brother  J.  Oliver,  Esq. 
acts  as  clerk  to  the  Haremoss  and  Scotsdyke  (East  District)  Turnpike 
Trust,  and  we  are  joint-clerks  to  the  Liddesdale  Turnpike  Trust.    These 
Trusts  are  constituted  under  separate  Acts  of  Parliament. 

The  HarcmosB  and  Scotsdyke  {East  District)  Trust  is  constituted  under 
an  Act  passed  in  May  1829,  which  comprises  also  U  portion  of  Turnpike 
Road  in  the  county  of  Dumfries,  under  separate  management.  Of  this 
Road  there  are  20  m.  1  f .  30  p.  in  the  county  of  Roxburgh,  on  which 
there  are  five  tolls,  two  of  which  are  check  bars. 

The  Revenue  from  tolls,  for  the  year  ending  at 

Whitsunday  1857,  was  .  .  .      L.622    0    0 

„  1858,  was  .  .  .         637     0    0 

The  Expenditure  on  Repair  and  Management  for  the  same 

period  was,  for  1856-57,  .  .  .     L.634  12    8 

for  1867-58,  .  .  .         633     8     6 

The  revenue,  for  the  last  four  or  five  years,  has  been  sufficient  to  meet 
the  ordinary  expenditure.  Our  income  fell  off  on  the  opening  of  the 
Hawick  Railway ;  but  since  then  it  has  been  pretty  stationary,  and  the 
road  is  in  good  order.  The  same  surveyor  has  the  charge  of  this  road, 
and  of  the  statute  labour  roads  in  the  Hawick  District. 

We  have  a  large  amount  of  debt,  upon  which  no  interest  appears  to 
have  ever  been  paid.  The  debt  consists  chiefly  of  subscriptions  by  the 
Duke  of  Buccleugh,  and  others,  at  the  time  the  road  was  made,  ana  the 
total  amount  thereof  (including  the  proportion  applicable  to  the  Western 
District  in  Dumfriesshire),  is  L.7,469.  At  Whitsunday  1868,  there  was 
a  sum  of  L.1,014,  lis.  3d.  at  our  credit  in  the  bank.  In  1835,  we  had  a 
floating  debt  against  the  Trust  of  upwards  of  L.I, 400,  so  that,  in  the  period 
from  that  time  to  the  present,  that  debt  has  been  paid  ofl^,  and  we  have 
a  surplus  at  our  credit  as  already  stated.  This  improved  state  of  affairs 
does  not  arise  entirely  from  an  improvement  in  our  revenue  from  tolls. 
At  the  time  the  North  British  Railway  was  made  to  Hawick,  we  received 
from  that  Company  a  sum  of  L.  1,867,  for  which  they  did  not  receive  any 
assignation  to  the  tolls,  and  do  not  now  stand  as  creditors. 

The  money  in  bank,  as  before  stated,  consists  of 

1.  Surplus  of  money  received  from  the  railway  company,  after  paying 
off  the  floating  debt,  due  at  Whitsunday  1850,  L. 632  14    6 

Compound  bank  interest  from  that  term  to  Whitsun- 
day 1868,    .  .  .  .  .         119    4     4 

Carry  Forward,      L.661  18  10 


174  Turnpike  Road  Inquiry — Scotland. 

County  Broagfat  Forward,     L.661  18  10 

^    ^^    .  This  is  lodged  in  bank,  on  a  separate  interest  receipt, 

oxjirg  .  waiting  the  orders  of  the  Trustees  as  to  its  disposal. 


J.  Oliver,  Esq. 


2.  Accumulations  of  revenue  over  expenditure,  from 
Whitsunday  1850,  to  Whitsunday  1858,  and  lodged 
in  an  open  current  accoimt,  .  .  .        362  12    5 

L.1,014  11     3 

We  have  been  in  the  habit  of  accumulating  the  unpaid  interest  upon 
the  subscription  debt,  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent.,  and  at  Whitsunday  1858 
it  amounted  to  L.31,570, 18s.  8d.  Much  of  this  interest  has  accrued  since 
1767,  when  the  road  was  originally  formed.  1  am  not  aware  that  any  of 
these  subscriptions  have  ever  been  sold ;  and  the  probability  is,  that  many 
of  the  subscribers  know  nothing  about  them.  If  they  were  to  be  brought 
into  the  market,  they  probably  would  not  be  saleable  at  any  price. 

The  Liddesdaie  lioad  runs  partly  into  Dumfriesshire,  but  is  all  imder 
one  management  and  one  account.  In  Roxburghshire  there  are  26  miles 
of  Road,  and  in  Dumfriesshire,  5  miles  2  furlongs.  There  are  seven  toll- 
bars,  which  are  all  let.  • 

The  revenue  for  the  year  1856-57  was       .       L.709  12    6 
„  „  1857-58  was       .  780     2    6 


The  expenditure  for  the  same  period 

In  1856  57,  ....    L.631  17    6 

1857-58,  .  .  .  .         650    5     6 

Our  revenue  has  been  more  than  sufficient  to  meet  the  expenditure,  and 
both  have,  for  several  years,  been  pretty  stationary  in  amount,  there  having 
been  no  railway  in  the  district  to  affect  the  tolls  as  yet. 

There  was  a  balance  due  to  the  treasurer  for  a  number  of  years,  which 
has  been  gradually  diminishing.  At  Whitsunday  1858,  the  balance  was 
in  favour  of  the  Trustees,  whereas,  at  Whitsunday  1855,  there  was  a 
balance  due  to  the  treasurer  of  L.492,  8s.  lOd.  I  expect  that,  for  the 
current  year,  the  balance  in  favour  of  the  trust  will  be  greater.  There  is 
a  debt  of  L.150,  of  recent  contraction,  due  to  the  statute  labour  road 
funds,  which  we  expect  to  be  able  to  pay  off  in  the  course  of  the  current 
year ;  and  there  is  an  old  debt  of  L.5000  on  the  Trust,  made  up  of 
advances  subscribed  by  individuals  at  the  time  the  road  was  formed.  The 
Duke  of  Buccleugh  is  the  principal  creditor  on  this,  as  well  as  the  Hare- 
moss  Trust.  The  debt  dates  from  1803.  In  1841,  an  accumulated  sur- 
plus of  L. 250  was  divided  amongst  the  subscribers,  in  proportion  to  the 
amount  of  their  debts.  This  is  the  only  sum,  by  way  of  interest,  which 
appears  ever  to  have  been  paid ;  and  there  was  due,  of  unpaid  interest, 
at  Whitsunday  1858,  L.  13,927,  5s.  lOd.,  being  calculated  at  5  per  cent. 

There  are  no  arrears  of  tolls  now  due. 

There  is  one  surveyor  in  the  Liddesdaie,  as  well  as  in  the  Hawick,  Dis- 
trict, for  the  parish  roads,  and  for  the  turnpike.  I  consider  this  an  advan- 
tageous system,  indeed  it  is  the  only  way  in  which  the  roads  could  be 
properly  attended  to. 

We  act  as  clerks  to  the  Liddesdaie  and  to  the  Hawick  Districts  of 
statute  labour  roads.  We  are  collectors  as  well  as  clerks,  and  are  paid  by 
a  poundage  of  5  per  cent,  on  the  sum  collected.  There  is  also  an  allow- 
ance of  L.5  for  acting  as  cashiers  in  the  Liddesdaie,  and  L.IO  in  the 
Hawick,  District.  The  rate  of  assessment  in  the  Liddesdaie  District  at 
present  is  608.  in  the  L.100  Scots^  which  is  the  maximum  rate  allowed  by 
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the  Act.    I  sbould  estimate  this  at  8d.  per  £  on  the  real  rent.    The       County 
Hawick  District  consists  of  six  parishes.     In  the  town  of  Hawick,  the  rate    «     u  ^    u 
is  levied  by  a  per  centage  on  house  rents — the  present  rate  is  Id.  per  £.       ox^g  . 
In  the  village  of  Wilton,  the  rate  is  Sd.  per  £,  and  in  the  village  of  Den-  j,  Oliver,  Esq. 
holm,  l^d.  per  £.     In  the  town  of  Hawick,  as  well  as  in  the  villages  of 
Wilton,  and  Denholm,  the  rate  is  levied  on  all  classes  of  buildings, — the 
words  of  the  Act  being,  "  all  houses,  shops,  cellars,  warehouses,  and  other 
buildings,"  and,  according  to  the  rents  as  appearing  on  the  county  valuation 
roll.    A  sum  is  allocated  annually  out  of  the  funds  for  keeping  the  streets  of 
Hawick  in  repair.     In  the  Hawick  District, — that  is  to  say,  the  landward 
part  of  it, — I  should  say  that  the  rate  (which  is  laid  upon  the  old  Scots 
valuation)  amounted,  upon  an  average  of  three  years,  to  5d.  per  £  on  the 
real  rental  of  land  in  the  six  parishes,  according  to  the  new  valuation  roll. 

I  have  not  heard  any  complaints  against  turnpikes  in  my  neighbourhood. 
I  think  the  present  system  operates  equitably,  and  is  less  objectionable  than 
any  of  the  changes  recently  proposed.  In  regard  to  the  statute  labour 
system,  I  do  not  think  that  any  alteration  in  principle  is  called  for,  except 
perhaps,  that^he  different  parishes  forming  a  district — and  consisting  gene- 
rally of  those  clustering  round  a  market  town  as  their  common  centre — 
might  be  amalgamated,  so  as  to  pay  the  same  rate,  and  allow  the  money 
to  be  expended  on  any  of  the  roads  within  the  district ;  at  present  a  sepa- 
rate account  is  kept  of  the  funds  and  expenditure  of  each  parish.  I  think, 
too,  that  it  would  be  more  equitable  that  the  assessment  on  the  land 
should  be  levied  on  the  actual  rent,  according  to  the  valuation  roll,  the 
valued  rent  being  now  a  very  unequal  criterion  to  go  by.  In  the  Hawick 
District,  a  uniform  rate  of  20s.  per  L.lOO  Scots  on  all  the  six  parishes 
combined,  is  equivalent  to  a  rate  of  3d.  per  £  sterling  on  the  new  county 
valuation, — and,  in  like  manner,  in  the  Liddesdale  District,  20s.  per  L.lOO 
Scots  is  equivalent  to  2x^d.  per  £  sterling.  Hence  the  maximum  rate 
allowed  to  be  imposed  on  land  by  the  local  Act,  being  60s.  per  L.lOO  Scots, 
this,  according  to  the  present  real  rent,  would  allow  a  maximum  rate  in 
Hawick  District  of  9d.  per  £  sterling,  and  in  Liddesdale  District,  of  Sd. 
per  £  sterling. 

In  some  points  of  detail,  the  present  statute  labour  machinery  of  this 
county  admits  of  considerable  improvement — especially  in  the  mode  of 
levying  and  collecting  the  rates.  At  present,  the  assessment  for  the  year 
— say,  from  Whitsunday  to  Whitsunday — is  payable  half  yearly,  the  first 
moiety  being  payable  on  25th  June,  and  the  other  on  25th  December. 
By  clause  8th  of  the  General  Statute  Labour  Act  for  Scotland,  it  is  made 
unlawful  to  commence  any  prosecution  for  recovery  of  the  rates  after  six 
months  from  the  time  of  theur  becoming  leviable, — and,  in  all  cases,  pre> 
vious  demand  must  be  made  thirty  days  before  commencing  to  prosecute. 
By  the  valuation  Act  (§  38),  the  assessment  for  statute  labour  upon  towns 
and  villages,  must  now  be  levied  upon  the  rent  as  therein  contained.  But 
the  valuation  roll  is  never  completed  till  the  30th  of  September  (§  8),  and 
the  month  of  October  is  always  well  run  before  the  collector  can  obtain 
from  the  clerk  of  Supply  a  certified  copy  of  the  parishes  of  which  he  may 
have  charge,  for  the  purpose  of  commencing  his  collection.  The  combined 
operation  of  these  Acts  produces  this  result :  That  in  parishes  where  there 
are  large  towns  or  villages,  such  as  Hawick  and  Wilton,  in  the  former  of 
which  there  are  upwards  of  600  ratepayers,  it  is  almost  impracticable  to 
comply  with  the  conditions  necessary  to  entitle  the  collector  to  recover 
the  first  half  of  the  assessment,  because  he  has  only  from  the  15th  of 
October  (at  the  very  earliest),  till  the  25th  of  November,  for  making  out 
his  assessment  roll,  writing  out  his  receipts,  and  making  a  demand  of  pay- 
ment; and  unless  he  can  accomplish  this  previous  to  25th  November,  his 
power  to  prosecute  is  lost.  In  the  view  of  prosecuting  defaulters  too,  he 
must  be  careful  to  preserve  legal  evidenoa  of  having  made  the  demand. 
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County       All  this  requires  atnendment, — and  I  would  suggest  that  the  rate  be  made 

of  payable  only  once  a  year,  say,  on  1st  December.    That  previous  notice  of 

Roxburgh,     assessment,  and  an  opportunity  of  appeal,  be  given  to  the  rate-payers,  as 

J.  OUfer  Esq  ^^  *^^  ^^^^  ^^  *^®  assessed  taxes,  and  police  and  poor  rates — and  that  the 

'        summary  procedure  allowed  for  recovery  of  these  taxes  and  rates  should 

also  be  extended  to  the  statute  labour  assessment. 


No.  in.  Adam  Brack  Boyd^  Esq.  of  Cherrytrees,  Examined : — 

Idam  B.         I  am  a  landed  proprietor  in  the  county  of  Roxburgh,  and  reside  about 

Boyd,  Esq.    six  miles  from  the  town  of  Relso.     I  am  a  trustee  in  the  Kelso  District, 

and  have  for  many  years  taken  a  particular  interest  in  the  roads  in  the 

district.    I  also  act  as  a  trustee  in  the  great  Road  Trust,  and  in  the 

Lauder  and  Marchbum  Trust. 

The  south  branch  of  the  Kelso  Union  Turnpike  is  in  a  very  bad  con- 
dition as  regards  funds.  There  was  formerly  a  great  deal  of  traffic  on  it, 
but  the  railway  has  now  carried  off  all  but  the  local  traffic.  We  receive 
no  assistance  from  the  statute  labour  funds.  I  should  think  that  a  power 
similar  to  that  contained  in  the  Act  for  the  great  road  would  be  desirable. 
This  power  has  operated  very  beneficially  for  the  three  parishes  through 
which  the  great  road  passes.  By  the  aid  of  the  statute  labour  assessment 
we  got  the  road  put  into  thorough  repair,  and  the  toll  now  suffices  to 
keep  it  up  without  any  such  assistance. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  where  a  Trust  is  confined  to  one  district  of  a 
county,  a  combined  system  of  tolls  and  assessment  would  operate  fairly, 
and  be  found  advantageous.  I  think  this  more  desirable  than  a  general 
assessment  in  lieu  of  tolls.  I  took  some  trouble  to  make  calculations  in 
reference  to  Lord  £lcho*s  Bill,  and  I  found  the  result  would  be,  in  mj 
part  of  the  county,  that  it  would  increase  threefold  the  burden  upon  the 
tenants.  I  calculate  that  a  farmer,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Kelso,  keep- 
ing fourteen  horses,  would  not  at  present  pay  more  than  L.  10  for  tolls 
and  statute  labour,  and  by  Lord  Elcho's  Bill  he  would  pay  L.30.  My 
calculations  were  made  on  the  debt  in  the  county  being  reckoned  at 
L.l 00,000,  the  interest  of  which  had  to  be  provided  for  under  Lord 
£lcho*8  Bill  at  4  per  cent. 
The  repair  of  our  turnpike  roads  I  estimated  at        .        .     L.  8,332 

Interest  on  debt,  4,104 

Statute  labour  roads, 4,060 

Total,  for  keeping  up  turnpike  and  statute  labour  roads  in 

the  county, L.16,496 

To  make  up  which  I  calculated  on  levying  on  horses         .     L.3,661 
And  4  per  cent,  on  county  valuation        ....       12,993 

L.  16,654 

I  consider  that  the  present  system  of  tolls  is  preferable  to  any  substitute 
which  has  been  proposed  in  lieu  of  them.  Since  the  railways  have  been 
established,  much  of  the  traffic  has  assumed  a  local  character.  Tlie 
traffic  now  is  merely  from  the  different  villages  and  farm  steadings  to  the 
railway  stations. 

The  toll  revenue  is  now  raised  partly  from  those  in  the  dbtrict,  and 
partly  from  those  adjoining  the  locality.  I  consider  there  is  still  a  por- 
tion of  our  toll  revenue  raised  from  strangers,  travellers,  and  others,  not 
connected  with  the  locality.    The  parish  I  live  in  is  a  border  one,  and  if 
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tolls  were  abolished  there,  we  should  still  have  to  pay  the  tolls  over  the 
border.  We  are  obliged  to  go  to  Northumberland  for  coal  and  lime,  not 
being  near  enough  a  station  to  be  advantaged  by  using  the  railway. 
Driving  with  our  own  carts,  we  find  it  cheaper  to  get  the  coal  and  lime 
from  the  pit  mouth  and  the  limekiln. 

I  think  the  qualification  of  the  Road  Trustees  should  be  altered,  so  as 
to  admit  the  tenantry  to  a  share  in  the  management,  and  also  the  factors 
of  Trustees.  In  our  district,  a  qualification  of  L.600  of  3'early  rent 
would  be  quite  sufficient  to  give  us  a  proper  number  of  additional 
Trustees. 

In  my  opinion  it  would  be  desirable  that  the  statute  labour  assessment 
should  be  levied  on  the  real  rent,  instead  of  the  old  valued  rent,  as  at 
present.  I  may  mention  two  cases,  in  one  of  which  the  old  valued  rent 
is  about  L.400  Scots,  and  the  real  rent  L.l,OoO  sterling.  In  the  other^ 
the  valued  rent  is  L.  1,200  Scots,  and  the  real  rent  between  L.500  and 
Ij.600.  In  the  former  case  the  parochial  road  assessment  is  40s.  on  the 
Li.  100  Scots;  in  the  other  it  is  only  25s. 

I  think  the  county  should  be  divided  into  districts,  as  at  present,  and 
that  the  turnpike  roads  and  statute  labour  roads  in  each  district  should 
be  supported  by  that  district,  and  managed  by  Trustees  belonging  to  the 
district. 

In  our  district,  I  think  the  present  position  of  tolls  is  such  as  to  catch 
pretty  equitably  the  traffic  of  the  district.    I  think  the  system  of  collec- 
tion by  tolls  is  not  more  expensive  than  any  other.     Such  has  been  our 
experience,  when  we  have  had  to  collect  the  tolls  ourselves. 

The  admission  of  farmers  into  the  Trust  would  be  a  means  of  satisfying 
them  that  the  funds  were  well  applied.  At  present  we  have  great  diffi- 
culty in  getting  Trustees  to  attend. 

I  would  have  all  the  roads  in  one  district  managed  by  the  same  Sur- 
veyor. There  should,  I  think,  be  a  professional  auditor  appointed,  and  I 
woidd  give  him  a  power  of  disallowing  what  he  considered  improper 
charges. 


Connty 

of 

Roxburgh. 


Adam  B. 
Boyd,  Esq. 


Tuesdc^^  22d  March  1859. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.  |  Right  Honble.  Sir  J.  McNeill. 

Duncan  McLaren,  Esq. 

MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  IV.  James  Erskine,  Esq.,  Writer,  Melrose,  Examined : — 

I  am  a  partner  of  the  firm  of  Curie  and  Erskine  of  Melrose.    We        James 
act  as  clerks  to  the  Selkirk  and  St.  Boswell's  Turnpike  JWm^,  which  is  Erskine,  Esq. 
constituted  under  the  same  Act  as  the  Great  Road  Trust,  dated  Jtme 
1840.    It  extends  to  about  6i  miles,  upon  which  there  are  two  tolls, 
both  let. 

The  revenue  from  which  amounted,  in  the  year  1856-57i  to  .  L.61  10    0 
„  M  «f  1857-68,  to.      60    O     O 

There  has  occasionally  been  a  fluctuation  in  the  revenue,  but  I  cannot  say 
there  has  been  any  great  change  for  a  series  of  years.  The  income  is 
sufficient  to  keep  up  the  road  in  good  order,  and  we  hare  no  debt,  except 
a  small  balance  due  to  the  clerks  of  L.30  or  L.40.    This  road  was  origi* 
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County      nally  made  by  snbsenptions,  to  the  am<miit  of  L.  1,288;  beddes  wfakh  n 

J^  sum  of  L.700  was  borrowed  on  the  personal  security  of  the  Duke  of  Rox- 

Roxburgh.    ^^^„^  ^j,^  j|y  Pringle  of  Clifton,  which  these  gentlemen  have  paid  up 

Janies        ^^^  ^^  their  own  pocket,  and  no  interest  has  ever  been  paid  to  them  or  U> 

Brskine,  Esq.  the  other  subscribers.    We  have  a  Surveyor  for  the  road,  the  same  person 

who  takes  charge  of  the  Melrose  District  Statute  Labour  Roads  and  of 

Mertown  Bridge.     It  lies  just  in  the  heart  of  his  beat,  and  I  think  it  an 

economical  plan  that  these  roads  should  be  managed  by  the  same  person. 

We  hare  sometimes  difficulty  in  letting  the  tolls ;  the  tenants  are  fre- 

(^uently  changing ;  it  does  not  often  happen  that  the  same  man  takes  the 

toll  for  two  years  consecutively.    I  am  satisfied  their  profits  must  be  very 

small,  and  I  am  sure  we  should  not  realize  the  same  revenue  if  we  had 

the  tolls  in  our  own  hands.     Our  last  year's  expenditure,   1857-58, 

amounted  to  L.6d,  19s. 

I  also  act  as  joint-clerk  to  the  Roxhurffhshire  Turnpike  Road  TVtMft, 
which  are  divided  into  two  districts, — the  1st  Assignation,  and  the  2d  A!^ 
signation.  Although  separate  accounts  are  kept  for  these  two  districts, 
the  two  form  a  Consolidated  Trust  with  the  same  officials.  Our  present 
Local  Act  was  passed  in  1849.  There  are  ninetj-six  miles  of  road  in  the 
two  districts,  and  twelve  tolls  in  each  district,  or  twenty-four  in  all. 

The  revenue  from  the  tolls  of  the  1st  Assignation  was, 

For  the  year  1866-67, L.  1,364  15    0 

„  1857-68, 1,229     0     4 

And  for  the  2d  Assignation, 

For  the  year  1856-57, L.  1,149    0    0 

„  1857-68,        .  .         .  1,113     5     9 

The  revenue  has  been  falling  off  for  some  years.  The  average,  durinjs^ 
the  three  years  1843-4-5,  was  L.4,810  for  the  two  districts,  and  the 
average  income,  for  the  three  years  1853-4-6,  was  L.2,d68.  This  is  to 
be  attributed  to  the  traffic  having  been  taken  off  by  the  North  British 
Railn-ay.  All  our  coals  and  lime  for  Melrose,  Galashiels,  and  the  neigh> 
bourhood,  used  formerly  to  be  carted  by  the  road  from  the  Lothians ; 
they  now  come  by  railway.  We  had  also  a  great  number  of  mails  and 
coaches.  There  has  been  a  very  large  diminution  in  the  expense  of  keep- 
ing up  the  road,  and  our  present  revenue,  I  think,  can  just  barely  keep 
it  iip,  with  f^e&t  economy,  after  paying  the  interest  on  our  debt. 
I  should  say  the  roads  are  in  as  good  order  now  as  ever  they  were,  and 
kept  up  as  easily,  from  our  diminished  income,  as  they  were  before  the 
railways  were  opened,  out  of  our  then  larger  income.  The  actual  expen- 
diture on  the  roads,  during  the  year  1857-58,  was  L.l,769i  exclusive  of 
salaries,  but  including  some  improvements.  Our  estimate  for  the  current 
year  for  the  expenses  of  the  road,  including  every  thing  but  the  interest  of 
debt,  is  L.  1,865. 

Our  present  debt  consists  of  L.9,000,  borrowed  upon  the  personal 
^security  of  certain  of  the  Trustees,  who  were  interested  in  the  dis- 
trict; also  a  floating  balance  due  to  the  bank  of  L.925,  198.  lOd. ; 
besides  which,  the  North  British  Railway  Company  are  creditors  upon 
one-half  of  the  free  rents  of  the  bars  from  Garter  to  Stonyford,  after  de- 
ducting all  expenses  of  repair,  for  L.1 1,264,  18s.  8d.  The  reason  for  our 
keeping  the  accounts  of  that  portion  of  the  road  separate  from  the  other 
is,  that  one-half  of  the  revenue  of  the  tolls  upon  that  road  are  assigned  to 
the  North  British  Railway  in  security  of  their  debt.  We  are  bound,  by 
our  agreement  with  the  Railway  Company,  not  to  exceed  L.30  per  mile 
of  expenditure  on  the  road  ;  and  our  present  expenditure  is  about  L.15 
As  far  as  I  can  see,  the  half  of  the  revenue  derived  from  the  tolls  is  not 
Hkely  to  leave  any  large  balance,  e^'en  at  the  rate  of  L.15  per  mile  of  ex- 
penditure. I  should  say  L.160  or  L200  would  be  the  very  outside  of  it. 
Whatever  balance  may  be  paid  to  the  railway  in  any  one  year  is  held  to 
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be  ia  IW  of  all  thej  can  demtuid  f«r  iptere^t  in  that  j«ir.    We  have  had      Coon^ 
no  full  j^arly  settlement  with  the  Railway  Compaay  as  yet.    We  pay    «    ?'    i. 
interest  regularly  upon  the  remaining  debt  of  L.  9,000  at  4  per  cent.,  and     ^^^  ^"^^' 
upon  the  floating  haUnoe  we  pay  interest  accord^  to  the  bank  rates^  as       JameB 
fixed  from  time  to  time.  Ersklne,  ^b^. 

Since  the  year  X8di>  our  toll  revenue  has  diminished.  This  I  ascribe  to 
the  opening  of  the  Jedburgh  Branch  Hailway,  and,  to  a  small  extent,  to 
the  fact  that  a  certain  nunwer  of  the  tolls  are  collected  by  the  Trustees, 
which  hare  scarcely,  in  some  in&tances,  realized  the  rents  at  which  they 
were  let. 

Some  portion  of  our  i(A\B  are  let,  and  some  we  retain  in  our  own  hands. 
The  Trustees  have  been  very  anxious  to  stop  the  illicit  sale  of  whisky  at  the 
toU-hars,  and,  with  that  view,  have  taken  nearly  all  the  tolls  in  the  vicinity 
of  towns  into  their  own  hands,  having  paid  collectors.  These  collectors 
ajre  pud  at  different  rates ;  the  highest  we  pay  is,  to  one  individual  at  the 
rate  of  ISs.  per  week,  another  at  9s.,  and  the  rest  vary  from  3s.  to  7s. 
The  gross  amount  of  tolls  collected  at  the  seven  bars  in  our  own  hands, 
intheyear  1857-58»waa     ....  L.1,383  18    5 

And  the  expense  of  collection,        «...      Ill  16    0 

Or  between  8  and  9  per  cent. 
Some  of  our  principal  bars  were  in  our  own  hands.     The  per  centagc 
given  above  merelyapplies  to  colleotion>  and  does  not  include  repairs  on 
toll  houses,  &c.     We  have  no  reason  to  suppose  that  there  is  any  pecula- 
tion at  these  bars.    Mr  M*Gonnell  is  the  surveyor  to  the  Trust. 

I  am  also  joint- clerk  to  the  Vrygrange  Pontage  TruaUet.  The  Trust 
10  constituted  under  an  Act  passed  in  1806  (46  George  III.  ), 

which  is  still  in  force,  being  a  perpetual  Act,  in  so  far  as  regards  the  pon^ 
toge.  There  are  no  approaches  to  the  Bridge  maintained  bv  the  Trust. 
There  is  a  side  bar,  as  well  as  a  pontage,  and  it  is  collected  by  the  same 
tacksman,  three-fourths  of  the  whole  rent  going  to  the  pontage.  Last 
year  the  sum  apportioned  to  the  pontage  amounted  to  L.288, 14s.  3d. 
The  bridge  was  built  about  1780  by  subscriptions.  There  is  no  expendi- 
ture upon  it,  and  the  actual  amount  of  debt  at  Whitsunday  last,  arising 
from  subscription  shares,  was     ,  .  .  .      L.1,375  11  10 

BVom  which  is  to  be  deducted  a  balance,  at  the  credit  of 

the  Trust,  of  .  .  .  .  223     8  11 


Reducing  the  debt,  at  Whitsunday  1858,  to  .     L.1,T52    2  11 


lA.'rJt.iM 


The  number  of  the  original  shares  was  102}.  Of  these  there  remained, 
at  Whitsunday  1858,  54|,  and  we  have  been  in  the  habit  of  paying;  off 
annually  9  to  10  shares,  at  the  rate  of  L.25,  2s.  6d.  ^Ve  have  a  balance 
in  our  hands  of  unclaimed  interest  on  shares,  which  amounts  to  L.3o1. 

By  the  Act,  after  the  debt  is  paid  off,  and  a  sum  of  L. 2,000  is  accumu- 
lated, the  tolls  are  to  cease«  I  anticipate,  that  in  the  course  of  five  years 
or  so,  we  shall  have  cleared  off  the  debt,  if  things  continue  as  at  present, 
and  we  shall  then  commence  our  accumulations. 

My  own  opinion  is,  that  for  keeping  up  the  repairs  on  our  roads,  the 
system  of  tolls  is  tbe  fairest  that  can  be  adopted.  As  far  as  I  know,  this 
appears  to  be  the  opinion  generally  in  the  district. 


No.  V.  John  Dudgeon,  Esq.,  Spylaw,  Examined :~ 

I  am  an  extensive  firmer  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Kelso,  within  a  mile        John 
of  the  town.    I  occupy  a  farm  of  about  900  acres  of  arable  land,  and  lI)u^g(o:i 
have  also  a  pastoral  farm  in  the  parishes  of  Hownam  and  Ojcnara.     I 
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County  also  act  as  factor  for  the  Marquis  of  Tveeddale,  both  for  his  Roxburgh- 
„  pf  ^  shire  and  East  Lothian  property,  but  I  have  only  held  that  office  for  a 
K^f^h.    ghort  lime.  ^  / 

John  ^  ^^^  occasion,  about  two  years  ago,  to  go  minutely  into  the  question 

Dudgeon,  Esq.  of  the  abolition  of  tolls.  I  prepared  a.  memorandum  in  reference  to  it  in 
1856.  I  agreed  to  read  a  paper  on  the  subject  at  a  ikrmer's  club  in  Rox- 
burghshire, and  this  was  at  the  time  when  Lord  Elcho's  measure  was  first 
proposed.  I  shall  be  glad  to  lay  that  paper  before  the  GonmuGsioners. 
The  point  I  took  up  chiefly  was  to  show  the  injustice  of  the  substitute  for 
tolls  proposed  by  Lord  Elcho.  I  consider  that,  if  tenant-farmers  were 
to  be  assessed  on  their  horses  as  well  as  on  their  lands,  it  would  be  tinjost 
to  tenants  of  arable  land  in  particular.  1  have  an  arable  farm,  rented  at 
L.IOOO  a  year,  on  which  I  Keep  20  horses^,  for  which,  on  Lord  Elcho's 
system,  I  should  have  had  to  pay  L.20,  besides  being  assessed  on  rental. 
Upon  my  hill  farm,  rented  at  L.600  pea*  annum^  on  which  I  now  pay  L.4» 
ids.  of  statute  labour  as  the  whole  charge,  I  should  have  been  assessed  on 
my  rental  only,  as  I  keep  no  horses  there.  1  do  not  think  it  would  be  fair 
to  exempt  agricultural  horses  wholly,  but  I  would  place  them  under  a 
separate  class.  The  whole  of  the  farm  horses  are  not  required  on  the 
roads.  I  reckon  that,  in  some  cases,  one  horse,  and  in  some  three,  on  the 
road  (dependant  on  the  situation  of  the  farm  in  regard  to  the  use  of  roads), 
would  be  sufficient  to  do  the  work  of  a  farm  of  600  acres,  under  a  fi.ve- 
shifl  course.  If  agricultural  horses  were  exempted,  my  objection  would 
be  removed ;  but  I  do  not  know  that  such  an  arrangement  would  be  flair 
to  others.  I  consider  that  a  farmer  might  fairly  be  charged  on  his  horses, 
according  to  the  position  of  his  farm  with  reference  to  public  roads,  at 
1-lOth  to  l-4th  of  the  rate  charged  on  other  horses  constantly  employed 
on  these  roads. 

There  are  many  farms  which  are  accommodated  by  either  turnpike  or 
statute  labour  roads  passing  through  them,  which  are  used  for  the  ordin* 
ary  purposes  of  the  &rm,  without  reference  to  the  carting  of  produce  to 
and  from  the  farm ;  and  accordingly  the  tenant  may  be  hdLd  to  have  the 
benefit  of  those  roads  to  an  extent  which  would  warrant  an  assessment  on 
borses  to  the  extent  of  a  fourth  of  the  number  kept  (or  of  i  the  rate  im- 
posed on  those  generally  employed  on  the  roads)  :  while,  where  no  such 
accommodation  exists,  one-tenth  of  the  rate  would  be  enough — ^as  more 
fully  explained  in  the  paper  above  alluded  to. 

My  farm  is  situated  close  to  the  railwa^r  station,  and  no  toll  intervenes. 
I  do  not  use  so  much  as  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  turnpike  road  in  going 
4,0  the  station.  My  situation  with  regard  to  tolls  is  particularly  favour- 
able since  the  railway  was  opened.  Formerly  I  had  to  pay  both  a  to]]  and 
a  pontage  before  reaching  Kelso.  I  estimate  the  amount  of  my  tolls  an- 
nually at  L.5,  17s.  8d.,  on  an  average  of  two  years  since  the  railway  was 
formed — ^and  of  this  L.2,  5s.  9d.  was  paid  in  England.  I  cannot  state  what 
my  average  tolls  were  before  the  railway  was  opened.  I  pay  L.6, 14s.  8d. 
of  statute  labour  money  on  my  lower  farm  in  Kelso  parish,  and  for  the 
other  farm  in  Hoimam  and  Oxnam,  L.4, 10s.  The  statute  labour  assess- 
ment is  on  the  old  valued  rent.  In  the  parish  of  Kelso  the  rate  is  25s.  on 
L.lOO  Scots.  The  Scots  valuation  of  my  farm  in  Kelso  parish  is  L.499> 
and  the  real  rental  is  L.724  sterling. 

The  efifect  of  the  railway  has  been  to  do  away,  to  a  great  extent,  with 
through  traffic.  It  has  diverted  the  traffic  from  those  turnpike  roads 
which  were  formerly  the  great  channels  of  communication,  and  has  thrown 
additional  traffic  on  the  statute  labour  roads,  which  are  in  much  worse 
order  than  they  used  to  be ;  but  our  rates  of  statute  labour  assessment 
have  not  been  increased.  It  has  also  diminished,  the  traffic  on  other 
statute  labour  roads— sometimes  even  in  the  same  parish.  It  frequently 
happens  that  the  statute  labour  roads  in  a  parish  are  used  and  cut  up  bjr 
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traffic  comings  from  other  parishes,  whilst  they  are  maintained  by  an  as-       Coanty 
sessment  on  those  only  who  live  within  the  bounds  of  that  parish.    1^^    t>    u^    i, 
such  a  case,  I  think  it  would  be  equitable,  and  very  desirable,  that  the       ^*'^"'^°' 
area  of  assessment  should  be  extended,  so  as  to  make  the  money  assessable        jqy^^ 
in,  and  applicable  to  the  ronds  of,  a  group  of  parishes  instead  of  one  parish.  Dudgeon,  Esq. 

I  think  it  would  be  desirable  that  the  turnpike  and  statute  labour  roads 
should  be  placed  under  one  system  of  management. 

The  parties  who  now  contribute  to  the  tolls  are  pretty  much  those  who 
reside  in  the  locality,  so  that  it  would  not  make  much  difference  to  these 
parties  whether  they  contributed  to  the  maintenance  of  the  roads  by  way 
of  tolls  or  by  an  assessment,  supposing  an  equitable  mode  of  assessment 
could  be  devised ;  but  the  difficulty  is  to  fiiid  a  mode  of  assessment  which 
would  be  equitable,  and  by  which  parties  would  not  be  called  upon  to  pay 
more  than  at  present.  1  think  the  sentiment  generally  is,  that  parties 
would  not  be  indisposed  to  pay  even  somewhat  more  than  they  do  at 
present,  if  they  could  be  placed  on  a  more  comfortable  system,  for,  besides 
the  cost  of  the  tolls,  they  are  an  annoyance.  I  have  always  thought  that 
the  best  system  would  be  something  analogous  to  the  present  statute 
labour  system,  provided  it  could  be  extended  a  little  so  as  to  embrace 
other  than  landed  property;  and  1  would  certainly  get  rid  of  the  old 
valued  rent. 

I  am  not  aware  of  any  particular  feeling  against  tolls  existing  among 
the  inhabitants  of  Kelso,  although  they  were  strongly  excited  on  the 
pontage  question. 

I  think  that,  practically,  any  system  of  taxation  on  horses  would  be 
found  attended  with  difficulty.  But,  if  the  assessment  was  limited  to  non- 
agricultural  horses,  it  would  no  doubt  give  greater  facility  for  carrying 
out  such  a  system  of  assessment. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  desirable  the  tenantry  should  be  repre- 
sented in  the  Board  of  Management  of  tb.e  Roads. 

I  think  it  is  a  better  system  that  the  assessment  should  be  divided  be- 
tween landlord  and  tenant,  than  to  lay  it  wholly  on  the  occupant.. 
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Goanty 
Ftfe.  ^^-  ^'   ^^^*«»»  Hor^mrgh^  Esq.,  Cnpar-Wfc,  Exutnfned  :— 

W.  Hore-         I  am  clerk  to  the  Cupar  District  Turnpike  diwf  SMtuie  IMmtr  Roerib. 

biirgh,E8q.  The  Tnrtipike  Trusts  fbr  the  "whole  county  are  coustfttited  by  tftit  Act, 
called  the  Fife  Turnpike  Act,  dated  May  1829,  under  ^ich  the  cotmty 
is  divided  into  four  districts,  viz.,  the  Unpar  Distriet/ihe  StAmdrew't 
Distriety  the  Kirlcaldy  Districty  and  the  Dunfinnline  Dktrict.  »ach  «f 
these  districts  comprises  the  parishes  within  the  Presbyteries  of  Cupar, 
St  Andrews,  Kirkcaldy,  and  Dunfermline  respectively.  These  divisions 
are  generally  observed  in  relation  to  other  county  matters.  There  arc 
general  meetings,  consisting  of  the  whole  of  the  county  Trustees,  which 
are  held  once  a-year  by  the  Statute.  The  parties  residing  within  each 
district  act  as  District  Trustees,  holding  their  meetings  at  the  places 
specified  in  the  Statute,  and  are  directed  to  hold  one  Statutory  Meeting 

-  «very  year,  but  they  hold  adjourned  meetings  from  time  to  time,  as  may 

be  found  necessary.  The  General  Meeting  does  not  interfere  with  or 
exercise  any  control  over  the  District  Meetings  in  regard  to  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  funds,  or  their  general  management ;  but  their  accounts  are 
reported  annually  to  the  General  Meeting,  and  made  out  according  to  the 
form  directed  by  it,  and  printed  for  circulation.  By  the  45th  Section  of 
the  Act,  District  IVustees,  who  shall  think  themselves  aggrieved  by  reso- 
lutions passed  at  a  District  Meeting,  have  the  power  to  appeal  to  the 
Annual  General  Meeting  of  the  County  Trustees,  whose  determination  is 
final ;  but  there  have  been  no  such  appeals,  as  far  as  I  remember,  during 
my  term  of  office,  except  one  from  certain  Trustees  in  St  Andrew's 
District,  on  3d  May  1853,  as  to  a  check  bar,  and  another  from  certain 
Trustees  of  Kirkcaldy  District,  on  1st  May  1849.  Both  were  sustained. 
I  lay  before  the  Commissioners  the  Statements  of  Accounts  for  the  vhole 
of  the  Districts  for  the  years  1856-57  and  1857-58. 

The  turnpike  roads  in  the  Cupar  District  extend  to  107  J  miles.  This 
measurement,  however,  includes  the  Cupar  and  Kinross  Boad,  of  which  there 
are  1^^  miles  within  the  county  of  Fife,  and  which  is  constituted  under  a 
separate  Trust,  and  for  which  separate  accounts  are  kept;  and  another  road 
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fiom  Auditermiicbty  to  Newbuigh,  measaring  4  miles  1  furlong,  which  is      (;_n^ 
under  the  same  Tnut  and  management  as  the  Cupar  and  Kinroas  Boad«       ^'^^v 
With  these  exceptions,  all  the  other  roads  form  a  Consolidated  Trust,  ha%'ing        pife. 
one  fimd,  one  surveyor,  and  one  uniform  system  of  management,    There         --^ 
are  13  tolls,  exclusive  of  check  bars,  which  have  been  let  H>r  several  years   i^!?^'^ 
past.    From  <Mie  of  these,  the  New  Inn  Bar,  the  Cupar  District  receives    i^^*  ^* 
twelve  and  a  half  twentieths  of  the  revenue,  the  remaining  seven  and  a 
lialf  twentietha  being  paid  over  to  the  Kirkcaldy  District.    In  the  Cupar 
District,  oar  total  revenue  from  tolls  and  compositions,  for  the  year  end- 
ing May  1857,  was  L.2,135,  7s.,  and  for  the  year  ending  May  1858, 
Ii.2,200,  5s. ;  whilst  the  expaditure  on  repairs,  including  the  expense  of 
naiiagement  for  the  year  ending  May  1857,  was  L.  1,909, 19s.  Id.,  and  for 
the  year  ending  May  1858,  L.  1,748, 156.  2d. 

^  The  revenue  has  always  beoi  sufficient  to  meet  the  expenditure^  be- 
sides which  we  have  paid  off  almost  the  whole  of  our  debt,  between 
Ij.dO,000  and  L.40,000  since  the  year  1832,  or,  m  more  exact  figures, 
]L.M,152, 128.  8d.  Our  debt  at  Whitsunday  1858  amounted  to  L.8,034, 
10s.  6d.  To  meet  this,  however,  we  had  a  balance  at  the  credit  of  the 
Trastees  of  L.d,526,  lOSi  9d.,  and  a  sum  due  on  debenture  from  the 
Bdinbuisli,  Perth,  and  Dundee  Railway  Company  of  L.3,004, 15a. ;  and 
if  that  debenture  be  valued  at  its  full  amount,  our  whole  debt  would 
aaaonnt  to  L.1,503,  4s.  9d.  At  Whitsunday  1854,  the  balance  of  our 
^bt  was  Jj.4,553,  6s.  6d.  The  creditors  rely  now  merely  on  the  assig- 
nation  to  the  tolls.  When  the  debt  was  laxiser,  the  personal  security  of 
some  of  the  Trastees  was  given  in  addition,  but  that  is  now  at  an  end. 
New  ioaaa  were  effected,  and  the  former  ones  discharged.  The  ol^ject  of 
this  was,  to  enable  the  Trustees  to  reduce  the  tolls  upon  certain  classes 
«£  euriagea,  which  ihey  were  unabla  to  do  as  loag  as  any  parties  were 
perapaaUy  respootthle  for  the  debt.  The  money  was  very  eaaly  pro- 
band opon  an  assignation  to  the  tolls.  The  interest  paid  is  4^  per  cent. 
i  ofloaider  the  aeainty  perfectly  good,  though  I  could  not  place  it  upon 
the  same  £oQtii|g  9A  first  dass  heritable  bonds.  Our  .Act  expires  in 
1860. 

VfQ  have  about  1 25  miles  of  Statute  Lahouar  Road$.  These  are  all  under 
the  aajue  surreyor  as  our  turnpike  roads.  The  statute  labour  roads  in 
the  coonij  are  divided  into  districts,  co-«xtensive  with  the  turnpike  road 
districts.  Tlie  assessment  is  leiied  upon  {^ioughgates,  which  are  estimated 
etiher  according  to  the  number  of  acres  or  the  value  of  the  land,  in  the 
4q^tioe  of  the  owner.  The  ploi:^hgate  is  fifty  acres  in  extent,  or  L.  70  of 
fSrott  rent.  Upon  poor  land,  the  owner  would  of  coarse  elect  to  pay  upon 
the  rental,  but  in  rich  land  he  would  choose  to  pay  npon  extent.  In  the 
Cupar  District,  the  rate  per  plougbgate  is  at  present  36s. 

The  amount  of  assessment  for  uie  year  1856-57  was  L.2^028, 12s.  lOd., 
«ad  for  1857-58  L.2,028,  8s.  5d. 

The  amount  of  expenditure  for  these  two  years,  on  the  repair  of  the 
roads,  was,  for  1856-57,  L.l|639,  12s.  5d.;  and  for  1857-58,  L.1,83], 
148.  lid. 

I  hand  in  a  memorandum  as  to  statute  labour  conversions  in  the  Cupar 
District.  From  this  it  will  appear,  that  a  certain  portion  of  the  statute 
labour  funds  is  applied  to  turnpike  roads.  In  the  year  1857-58,  L.778, 
28.  Id.  was  BO  applied;  but  of  this,  L.17G,  Os.  6d.  was  given  over  to  the 
Kinross  and  Pitcairley  Trust,  to  which  I  have  before  alluded  as  a  separate 
Trust.  The  statute  labour  money  is  collected  for  the  district ;  but  we 
know  exactly  what  effeirs  to  each  parish,  and  the  Trustees  cannot  expend 
the  funds  of  one  parish  in  another.  The  sum  appropriated  to  turnpike 
roads  is  the  same  every  year.  I  am  collector,  and  collect  the  whole  of 
the  statute  labour  funds  in  the  Cupar  District.  The  sums  allocated  to 
the  turnpike  roads  are  paid  over  to  the  accounts  of  the  two  Trusts 


184  Turnpike  Road  Inquh^y*^ Scotland. 

Cooaty       through  the  bank.    These  funds  are  just  thrown  into  the  general  account 
J^  of  the  Turnpike  Trustees,  and  expended  by  tliem  on  the  turnpike  roads. 

\         I  cannot  explain  to  the  Commissioners  how  this  appropriation  from  the 

W.  Hbra-  statute  labour  to  the  turnpike  funds  ori^nated,  but  I  will  endeavour  to 
borghi  Esq.  furnish  the  required  information  regarding^  it.  I  am  not  aware  of  any 
provision  about  it  in  the  Act.  It  appears  that  the  roads  in  question  were 
statute  labour  ones  long  before  thej  were  made  turnpike,  and  have  all 
along  continued  to  receive  allocations  of  statute  labour,  because  the  funds 
drawn  by  the  tolls  would  not  hare  been  sufficient  of  themselves  to  keep 
the  roads  up.  Until  the  debt  shall  Imve  been  all  paid  off,  it  will  not  be 
possible  to  alter  the  allocation  upon  these  roads.  I  have  heard  com- 
plaints made  of  the  funds,  which  were  properly  raised  for  statute  labour 
roads,  being  expended  on  turnpike  roads. 

Our  meetings  of  Trustees  are  generally  well  attended.  We  have  no 
difficulty  in  finding  a  sufficient  number  of  Trustees  to  act.  There  is  « 
large  committee  of  management,  about  sixteen  in  mimbery  who  hold 
frequent  meetings  during  the  year.  The  same  parties  are  qualified  to 
act  as  Trusteed  of  Turnpike  and  Statute  Labour  Trusts.  The  qualiflca- 
tion  is  the  same  for  both.  Owners  of  L.lOO  Soots,  and  their  eldest 
sons  are  alone  qualified.  No  tenant  farmers,  as* such,  are  qualified  to  act 
as  Trustees. 

There  were  formerly  great  complaints  among  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Cupar  and  neighbourhood  on  the  subject  of  tolls,  but  these  have 
been  considerably  removed  by  a  resolution  passed  by  the  Trustees  two  or 
three  years  ago,  by  which  payment  at  one  of  the  bars  clears  all  the 
others  within  a  mile  of  Cupar,  in  tlie  Cupar  District  Trust,  as  well  as 
by  the  reduction  of  tolls,  which  I  have  already  mentioned. 

All  the  roads  and  streets  within  the  municipal  boundary  of  Cupar  are 
maintained  by  the  Magistrates,  but  all  the  roads  beyond  tlie  raimicipal 
boundary,  although  within  the  parliamentary  boundary,  being  tmtepike 
or  statute  labour,  are  maintained  by  the  Road  Trustees.  The  sum  of 
L.15  is  paid  as  an  annual  grant  by  the  Turnpike  Rood  Trustees  to  the 
Magistrates. 

The  rental  of  the  parishes  contained  in  the  Cupar  District,  according 
to  the  road  surveyor's  assessment,  is,  taking  all  the  ploughgates  «t  Ij.70 
each,  L.78,787^  According  to  the  Valuation  Assessment  it  is  L.127)631. 
The  whole  sum  collected  last  year  for  statute  labour  was  L.2,025,  lOs.  6d., 
which  would  be  Z\%  per  £  on  the  real  rent.  1  collect  the  statute  labour 
money  in  the  landward  districts  of  Cupar  and  St  Andrews,  that  is,  <»it- 
side  the  municipal  bomidaries.  The  Magistrates  m  the  burghs  of  Cupar 
and  St  Andrews  collect  the  statute  labour  for  themselves. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  road  surveyor's  assessment  is 
made  upon  nothing  else  almost  than  the  agricultural  surface^  whereas 
the  Valuation  Roll  includes  es&cy  description  of  heritage  whatever,  in- 
cluding minerals  and  buildiogs  of  erery  description. 
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No.  II.  Johm  Macdonoddy  Esq.,  Writer,  Dunfermline,  Examined  :— 

I  am  treiisurcr  to  the  roads  under  the  Fife  Turnpike  Act  in  the  Dun-      •T.  Mac 
femiin^  IHs0rict.    All  the  turnpike  roads  in  that  district  are  under  the   don  aid,  Esq. 
€r€Bcral  County  Act»  with  the  exception  of  the  Great  North  Road,  and 
the  Outh  and  Nivingstone  Trusty  which  are  both  constituted  under  separate 
Acts  of  Parliament. 

There  are  about  45  miles  of  turnpike  roads  i&  the  Dunfermline  District, 
on  which  there  are  nine  toll-bars.  These  roads  aU  form  one  Consolidated 
Trust,  under  one  management.  During  the  year  ending  Whitsunday  1 857, 
the  revenue  arising  from  tolls  wasL.l,08G,  2s.  Oid.,  and  for  the  year  ending 
Whitsunday  1858  waa  L.1,090, 188.  3d.  The  expenditure  on  the  roads 
and  management  during  the  same  period  was,  for  the  year  ending  at 
Whitsunday  1857,  L.1,148,  14s.  6d.,  and  at  Whitsunday  1858,  L.1^202, 
1  Is.  5d.  There  has  been  no  great  variation  on  the  revenue  from  tolls  for 
the  last  four  or  five  years.  Previously  railways  had  had  some  bearing 
upon  them,  but  the  loss  by  them  has  not  been  very  serious.  Our  roads 
are  in  good  carder^,  and  the  present  revenue  is  sufficient  to  maintain  them. 

Wemve  got  rid  of  all  our  debt  now,  and  at  Whitsunday  next  I  expect 
that  our  bank  account  will  be  squared.  When  I  was  a^ypointed  treasurer 
in  1822y  the  Trust  was  in  debt  to  the  amount  of  nearly  ll7,000.  All  this 
money  had,  with  the  exception  of  L.1>40(V  been  borrowed  on  the  personal 
security  of  some  of  the  Trustees  interested  in  the  locality.  The  L.J,400 
was  secured  by  an  assignation  of  the  tolls* 

I  do  not  think  that  our  tolls  could  be  reduced  without  running  the- risk 
of  diminishing  the  revenue  to  such  an  extent  as  might  prevent  the  Trnsteea 
from  keeping  the  roads  in  proper  order.  There  are  five  toll-bars  round 
Dnnfermiine,  all  of  which  are,  I  believe,  within  the  parliamentary  bound- 
aries. All  the  roads  between  the  parliamentary  boundary  and  the  muni^. 
ci^  boundary,  are  maintained  by  the  County  Trust.  Within,  the  muni* 
dpal  boundary  (with  the  exception  of  about  half  a  mile  takea  charge  o£ 
by  the  Trusty  the  streets  are  maintained  by  a  rate  levied  by  the  Commis- 
aumen  of  Police  under  &  local  Act.  Payment  at  one  of  the  bars  dears  all 
the  others  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town  of  Dunfermline,  with  the  exception 
of  the  Outh  and  Nivingstone,  which  is  a  separate  Trust  The  general 
rule  is,  that  persons  are  not  called  upon  to  pay  more  than  once  within  a 
distance  of  six  miles. 

I  am  also  derk  to  the  OtOh  and  Nivingstone  Trust,  of  which  I  have 
already  spoken,  and  which  is  a  branch  of  a  Trust  constituted  under  a 
statute  called  the  Four  Counties  Act.  It  was  passed  in  1831,  and  embraces 
roads  passing  through  four  different  counties,  viz.,  Fife,  Kinross,  Clack- 
mannan, and  Perth.  The  Trustees  are  persons  qualified  from  the  four 
counties  that  I  have  named.  General  meetings  are  appointed  to  be  held 
at  Kinross  once  a  year,  when  Committees  are  appointed  to  the  Districts. 
Mr  Williamson  of  Kinross  is  the  general  clerk.  I  believe  either  he  or  Mr 
Landale,  the  treasurer,  could  give  more  of  the  details  than  1  am  able  to 
do,  with  regard  to  the  roads  comprised  in  the  Trust. 

With  the  exception  of  one  bond  for  L.400,  all  the  money  that  was 
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Coim^  borrowed  from  third  parties  has  been  paid  off;  but  there  is  ilso  a  debt  of 
J^  L.10,000  arising  from  subscriptions  bj  parties  interested  in  the  locality, 
^^^*         upon  which  no  interest  has  ever  been  paid.     So  far  as  i  can  judge, 


J.  Mae-       ^^  ^^  prospect  of  interest  ever  being  p^id  on  this  L.10,000,  as  there  is  a 
donkid,  EfH).  great  extent  of  road  to  keep  up,  and  the  traffic  and  revenue  are  yearly 
diminishing  in  oonseqiienee  of  the  extension  of  raSwa js« 

There  are  five  tolls  in  that  portion  of  the  Trust  of  which  I  aas  dark. 
Three  of  these  tolls  are  let.  In  the  other  two,  the  Trustees  have  ooUeeied 
the  tolls  themselves.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  mincnal  traffic  on  the  road 
on  which  these  two  tolls  are  situated,  whidi  is  fluctuating  in  its  nature, 
and  the  Trustees  oould  not  ascertain  comctly  what  the  rental  should  be. 
Hitherto  the  revenue  has  not  suffered  aauch  from  the  raiiwa^rs ;  but  it 
will  prebaMy  be  materially  aftcted  by  one  which  is  about  to  be  opened. 
The  traffic  upon  these  roads  is  mostly  local  The  toll  ai  the  fiwrnbliof 
firidge»  instoad  of  TCutising  about  L.140  or  L.1M^  now  letsforabont  UMl 
I  attribute  the  decfease  to  the  diminished  traffic  of  limestone,  which  xmtA 
*  to  be  sent  from  the  neighbourhood  of  RoscoUe  to  that  ef  Aaehtersrder. 

1  should  think  that,  as  a  necessary  consequenes  ef  the  dJiBimrtioii  of  traffic, 
there  nniBt  Imkto  been  a  diminutiou  in  the  expenditure  e«  the  rapair  of  the 
road. 

At  oue  time  aliocatioiis  were  made  in  aid  of  the  turnpike  reads  ia  the 
Outh  and  Nivmgstone  Trust  from  statute  laheur  £nds  leiM  in  the 
parishes  of  Dunfermline,  Saline,  Oaraoek,  tmd  Beath,  bat  this  bee  been 
dcsoontinued.    It  is  dtiefly  through  these  parishes  that  the  road 


No.  in.  WilHtm  Dmghs,  Esq.,  Kirbealdy,  Ezamlaed  :-- 


\MlIiam  i  am  clerk  txi  fite  Kirhoal^  Diitna  ^ftkfS  li/w  TkmpikB  Roai$.     I 

Douglas,  Esq.  lustre  held  this  office  since  18A2.  Then  vie  about  784  miles  of  tanpikft 
roads  in  the  district,  which  are  all  unda*  ene  nwaageUMUt.  There  ave 
thirteen  tolls,  indnding  check-bars,  with  a  part  of  Sie  New  Ian  Bar,  of 
the  revenue  of  which  last  mentioned  bar  we  receive  seven  and  a  half 
twentieths,  the  remainder  going  to  the  Oupar  District, 

Our  revenue  from  tolls  for  the  year  ending  11th  Mardi  1857  was 
L.2,596, 178.,  and  for  that  ending  llth  Maidi  18M  U2,737»  Ills.  6^ 
This  inchides  compositions ;  and  oontribotioas  by  patties  who  use  the  roads 
much  where  there  are  no  toUs.  Our  expendiUme  for  the  eaaae  periad, 
for  repairs  and  management,  was,  at  llth  Marah  1867,  L.2,747,  lOs.  dd^ 
and  at  1 1th  March  1858,  L.S,60&,  14s.  3d.  None  of  our  InUa  are  let. 
The  rates  are  all  collected  by  persons  put  in  by  the  snrveTOC.  1  think 
that  this  is  a  more  advautageous  sj^stem  than  the  former  plan  of  inttii^ 
the  tolls  by  public  roup.  I  consider  that  most  of  the  tacksmen  must  hava 
made  money  from  the  toUs.  I  am  led  to  believe  this  from  the  drcun^ 
etauce  of  parties  having  come  from  £dinburgfa»  and  taken  the  tolls  at  -a 
considerable  rise  ^rent,  which  increaeed  rent  they  oontinned  to  give  in 
subsequent  years.  At  present  our  revenue  is  about  equal  to  UMet  oar 
^xpemlttute.  There  is  no  debt.  The  railways  have  done  a  gaud  deal  of 
injury  to  the  revenue  in  the  Kirkcaldy  District,  partly  «aimed  by  loss  ai 
reveove  from  stage  coaches,  which  have  been  di&eoutimied  oaee  the  raik 
way  was  opened.  The  tefvenue  has  been  pretty  stationaiy  for  thaket  four 
or  five  years. 

I  am  also  clerk  to  the  SkOuU  Lak<mr  Jknzcb  im  ike  iOrkoM^  JMmi^ 
which  are  managed  under  the  same  offioecs*  and  by  the  same  TnBte«B»bat 
the  accounts  are  kept  separately. 

At  lUh  March  1856»  there  was  a  debt  ef  L.110,  dne  fram  the  statute 
labour  funds.  At  the  same  date  in  1858»  the  debt  wus  vudaoed  bo  LjOO. 
The  rate  ef  ameaaneat  is  aOs,  per  ploughgate.    The  wWe  oUiy  upon 
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the  ll*t«te  idbonr  rotds  in  tbe  EiHccaldj  District  for  the  year  ending  1 1th      County 
M«Kh  1858,  anunnited  to  L.],0d5,  Is.  lOd.    i  belies  thftt  «Utute  labour        J?J 
MBonai  Mirviee  noaey  is  letied  in  the  rtlla^s  of  Mtrkinch,  Leven,  and  ' 

Wemm.     The  statute  iaboet  personal  service  money  is  levied  upon      ^Htiam 
housebohlen,  at  rates  varying  ftoni  Is.  to  6s.  on  rentals  above  L.2  per  ]>oq8r1aB»  Esq. 
annan.    There  is  a  amall  portion  of  tlie  «tsiiQte  labour  roads  withm  the 
parliamentary  boundary  of  Kirkcaldy,  but  not  much. 

Some  of  the  tolls  are  within  the  parliamentary  boondaiy  of  Kirkcaldy,  ♦ 
oae  wi^ii  tbe  munictpal  boundary.  The  payment  at  one  bar  firees  the 
others  in  the  neighbomiood,  if  not  distant  six  miles,  exoeptiBg  the  bsrs  on 
tim  Leven  read,  wbicb  is  mider  a  diHeimit  Trust  and  management.  The 
inhabitants  of  Kirkcaldy  complain  of  the  toll-bars.  There  k  no  out^ 
from  the  town,  except  to  the  west,  by  the  road  leading  to  Auditertool, 
tfte.,  where  yoa  are  not  checked  by  a  toll-bar,  and  on  the  Auehtertool 
T»ad  a  t^MMr  checks  the  traveler  at  a  distance  of  about  thxee  miles  from 
XJrkoaldf. 

I  inve  three  docmnenti  here  widchahow  the  nahtte  of  l^trafik;  passing 
tfaroagh  alt  Itetolls  of  the  distn^t.  Hie  objeel  of  these  retnms,  I  con- 
oHv«,tobet»  show  that,  in  the  Kirkcaldy  District,  the  heavy  traffic  fof 
fnaanfhctfires  and  minerals  greatly  exceeds  the  agricultural  traffic. 

I  also  nroduoe  aTCton  of  the  annual  valneof  lands  and  heritages  in  the 
district,  mtingnished  wider  the  firfiowing  heads  >-*- 

•"Agriotimral."  *«Maimfinamiug.*  "Mtiicna."  Total. 

L.89^4.  JU40,(85.  L.16,616.       L.IS5,6«£. 

Hie  annual  value  of  the  buivhs  is,— Kirkcaldy,  L.24,005 ;  Dymirt,  L.  1 1,7 13 ; 
Burntisland,  L.8,405 ;  and  Kinghora,  L.2f84S.  Ail  the  ooal  and  lime  nsed 
hy  the  temen,  and  g^nng  to  their  fsm%  wouM  he  daseed  in  the  returns 
which  I  have  prodwxd,  under  ^minerals." 

The  piMtioe  mi  our  tampike  roads  used  to  he,  to  make  an  additional 
«hatge  for  toil  on  carts  exoeediag  a  esrtain  wsigUt,  bat  this  has  been  given 
ufkfirA  good  many  yesia. 


No.  IT.  Stuart  Gratt,  Esq.,  St  Andraws,  Examined  : — 

I  have  been  clerk  to  the  St  Andreufs  DiOrict  of  the  Mfe  County  Boads  s.  Grace,  Esq. 
for  upwards  of  sixteen  years,  both  statute  labour  and  turnpike,    i  am  also 
town  derit  of  the  burgh  of  8t  Andrews. 

There  a)%  about  137  miles  of  turnpike  road  in  the  distri<l.  We  have 
twenty  toll-bars,  exdnsive  of  checks.  Meet  of  them  ax«  let  annually, — 
some  the  Trustees  keep  in  their  oxm  hands,  and  collect  the  tolls.  The 
mraiber  thus  kept  varies  according  to  circumstances.  At  present  ve  have 
twelve  in  our  hands.  This  is  done  in  some  cases  where  there  ia  reason  to 
^aspect  that  the  fuH  amount  of  the  toll  duties  might  not  be  drawn  if  the 
tolls  were  let, — ^and,  in  others,  when  the  rent  o&red  does  not  amount  to 
what  we  think  adequate.  Generally  speaking,  the  surveyor  should  be  able 
to  form  a  pretty  good  guess  of  what  should  be  the  amount  of  the  rent.  In 
most  cases  where  we  have  taken  the  tolls  into  our  own  hands,  we  have 
been  able  to  realise  as  lai^  a  revenue  as  we  anticipated. 

Our  revenue  from  tolls  and  stage  coach  duties  for  the  year  ending 
Whitsunday  1857,  was  L.3,3dl,  9s.  4d.,  and  at  Whitsunday  1868,  L.8,1d2, 
14s.  Id.  Our  expenditure  from  the  Turnpike  Trust,  on  repair  and  nian- 
irgement,  for  the  same  period,  was,  at  Whitsunday  1857*  L.2,425, 19s.  lOd., 
and  at  Whitsunday  1858,  L.  3,081,  Is.  8d.  Our  income  has  been,  ever 
since  the  year  1834,  sufficient  to  meet  our  expenditure,  and  to  enable  us 
to  pay  off  a  portion  of  our  debt.  The  debt  in  November  1834,  was 
L.18,048,  lis.  8d.  On  the  11th  Mai-ch  1859,  it  was  reduced  to  L.4,900, 
against  which  we  hold  a  debenture  from  the  Bdinbui^h,  Perth,  and  Dun- 
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Cottuty       dee  Railway  Company  for  L.880.    Our  present  debt  is  due  to  parties  who 
P?.^  advanced  the  money  on  the  security  of  an  assignation  to  the  tolls.     Some 

__|.^         of  our  debts  were  formerly  secured  by  personal  obligation,  but  these  have 
8.  Grace,  Esq.  been  all  paid  oif.    Some  of  the  debts  were  recently  transferred  for  their 
full  nominal  value.     We  have  no  difficulty  in  finding  parties  who  are 
willing  to  take  such  securities  as  an  investment.     The  rate  of  interest  is 
4  per  cent. 
^  The  statute  labour  assessment  is  SOs.  per  ploughgate.    In  the  parishes 

of  St  Andrews  and  St  Leonards,  statute  labour  money  is  levied  from  house- 
Iiolders,  but  in  no  others.  It  is  levied  over  the  whole  of  the  burgh  of  St 
Andrews,  and  is  paid  into  the  statute  labour  funds  of  the  district,  but  ex- 
pended within  the  parish. 

1  have  furnished,  by  direction  of  the  provost,  a  return,  which  shows  that 
the  roods  and  streets  in  St  Andrews  which  are  not  maintained  from  the 
turnpike  or  statute  labour  funds,  are  maintained  from  the  funds  of  the 
burgh.  There  is  a  small  sum  levied  for  what  are  called  causeway  customs, 
the  average  annual  amount  of  which  is  about  L.14,  but  the  sum  expended 
on  the  streets  by  the  burgh  is  far  greater.  There  are  two  tolls  within  the 
parliamentary  boundary — payment  at  one  clears  the  others  in  the  vicinity. 
Our  toll-bars  are  not  found  to  be  oppressive. .  One  reason  for  this  is, 
that  persons  residing,  and  having  their  farm-steadings,  in  the  town,  who 
occupy  priory  acres,  without  the  tolls,  are  allowed  by  the  Trustees  to 
compound  for  their  tolls  at  6d.  per  acre  annually.  There  arc  still  one  or 
two  cases  in  St  Andrew's  District,  where  persons  may  be  called  upon  to 
pay  at  two  bars  within  a  distance  of  six  miles  and  more  than  four,  but  the 
general  rule  is  that  no  second  toll  is  paid  within  six  miles. 

There  is  a  considerable  portion  of  our  statute  labour  money  applied  to 
the  turnpike  roads.  Last  year  the  sum  so  applied  was  L.568,  7s.  Id.  I 
believe  that  most  of  the  District  Trustees,  and  among  them  the  late  Mr 
Monypenny  of  Pitmilly  (Lord  Pitmilly),  have  held  the  opinion,  that 
statute  labour  money  might  be  legitimately  applied  to  the  turnpike  roads 
within  the  parish  from  which  the  statute  labour  money  was  levied,  many 
of  these  roads  having  been  formerly  statute  labour  roads,  and  the  term, 
"  great  and  cross  roads  within  each  parish  of  the  district,"  made  use  of  in  the 
Local  Statute  Labour  Act  to  describe  the  roads  to  which  the  statute  labour 
funds  are  to  be  applied, — comprehending  (in  the  opinion  of  the  Trustees) 
turnpike  as  well  as  statute  labour  roads.  The  surveyor  makes  up  an  allo- 
cation annually^  showing  how  much  money  should  be  allotted  to  each  road 
out  of  the  statute  labour  fund  in  the  several  parishes.  We  have  a  small 
debt  upon  our  statute  labour  fund — the  Trustees  having  borrowed  money  for 
the  sake  of  making  a  new  line  of  road,  for  which  they  were  to  pay  half, 
—the  proprietors  interested  paying  the  other  half.  We  are  obliged  to  set 
aside  a  sinking  fimd  to  pay  off  these  debts.  All  our  debt  was  cleared  off 
at  the  time  this  debt  was  contracted  in  1853.  In  1834,  the  statute  labour 
debt  amounted  to  L.  1,610. 
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Wednesday,  30th  March  1859.  J!l 


MEMBEBS  PRESENT. 

William Smythe,  Esq.         |         Bight  Honble.  Sir  J.  MNeiJL 

Duncan  M*Laren,  Esq. 

MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  V.   William  Pagan,  Esq.,  Banker,  Cupar  Fife,  Examined  : — 

I  am  a  Commissioner  of  Supply  and  a  Road  Trustee  in  the  county  of  W.  Pi!<;un,E!;q. 
Fife,  and  also  for  the  Stewartry  of  Kirkcudbright  I  hold  the  office  of 
treasurer  to  the  county  of  Fife,  and  to  Cupar  District  of  Turnpike  and 
SUOuie  Labour  Roads.  My  attention  has  been  for  many  years  directed  to 
the  subject  of  turnpikes  and  other  roads,  and  I  have  written  a  treatise  on 
the  subject  of  road  reform,  which  is  before  the  Commissioners*  It  was 
published  in  1845,  a  second  edition  followed  in  1846,  and  a  third  in  1857. 

In  the  accounts  of  the  Cupar  District  of  roads  for  the  year  1857-58 
there  is  a  sum  of  L.601, 15s.  7d.  allocated  from  the  statute  labour  funds 
to  the  turnpike.  The  same  sum  has  been  drafted  annually  for  many  yenrs 
past  in  that  district.  In  other  districts  of  Fifeshire  there  are  similar 
annual  drafts.  There  is  also  L.171  similarly  taken,  and  paid  over  to  the 
Cupar,  and  Kinross,  and  Fitcairley  turnpike  roads.  The  object  waq 
nmply  to  assist  the  turnpike  funds,  so  as  to  place  them  in  a  better  condi* 
tion  and  enable  them  to  pay  off  their  debt.  Such  application  of  the 
statute  labour  funds  has  often  been  objected  to,  as  inconsistent  with  the 
County  Statute  Labour  Act,  47  Geo.  III.,  cap.  12,  which  (sect.  34)  de- 
clares,— **  That  the  funds  of  each  parish  shall  only  be  applied  in  repayment 
of  the  money  borrowed  on  the  credit  of  the  sums  arising  within  the 
parish,  and  interest  of  the  said  sum,  and  to  the  sinking  fund  for  dis- 
chazp^ing  the  debt  thereon,  and  in  walling  and  repairing  the  lines  of  road 
wiUun  that  parish  and  no  otherwise."  When  I  first  became  connected 
irith  the  treasurership  (in  1829)  there  was  a  debt  of  nearly  L.40,000  on 
the  Cupar  District  turnpikes  alone,  and  that  has  been  reduosd  to  L.  1,500 
or  thereby,  as  at  Whitsunday  last,  and  will  probably  be  soon  extinguished 
altogether.  The  sums  taken  from  the  statute  labour  money  have  mate- 
rfally  assisted  to  pay  off  the  debt. 

There  is  in  the  county  of  Fife  a  fund  for  county  bridges,  called  the 
Phughgate  Fund.  The  above-mentioned  Act  (in  sect.  24)  authorises  such 
1^  fund  to  be  formed  for  the  purpose  of  building  or  repairing  bridges,  the 
cost  of  which  exceeds  L.300.  This  fund  has  been  accumulating  for  some 
years,  in  consequence  of  there  being  no  demands  upon  it,  and  it  amounted 
as  at  Whitsunday  last  to  L.994,  18s.  5d.  This  and  all  the  road  and 
bridge  funds  of  the  Cupar  District  are  in  bank,  and  the  interest  is  regu- 
larly added. 

By  the  Act  referred  to,  the  statute  labour  assessment  is  laid  upon  the 
proprietors  in  the  first  instance,  but  is  charged  by  them  against  their 
tenants  along  with  their  rents.  The  same  Act  (sect.  22)  authorises  a 
separate  annual  assessment  for  bridges  on  the  old  valued  rent  of  pro- 
prietors, without  recourse  on  tenants.  This  may  average  L.260,  and  is 
allocated  to  the  different  districts  for  the  repair  of  the  lesser  bridges,  being 
those  from  L.80  to  L.300  of  expense,  by  the  22d  and  23d  section  of  the 
same  Act. 

The  Hfeshire  Road  and  Bridge  Trusts  are  as  follows : — District  turn- 
pikes, 4 ;  district  statute  labour,  4 ;  district  bridges,  4 ;  large  bridges,  1 ; 
Leven  Road  and  Bridge,  1 ;  Cupar  and  Kinross  Road,  1 ;  Pitcairley  Road,  1 ; 


190  Turnpike  Boad  InqHiry^'''4Seotland. 

County       Outh  tnd  NiTiogfttone  Road,  1  ;  and  the  Great  North  Road,  1  ; — ^in  all  18 

of  Trusts  applicable  to  the  Fife  roads  and  bridges,  exdusive  of  ferrj  Trusts. 

^^^'         A  few  years  ago  the  Fife  Road  and  Bridge  Trusts  were  even  greatly  more 

\i  Pairaii  Esa  11^1^^^^^^.    The  ordinary  business  of  Fifeshire  is  managed  in  four  dis- 

'        tricts,  viz.,  Cupar,  Dunfermline,  Kirkealdy,  and  St  Andrews ;  and  in  these 

four  districts  all  the  18  road  and  bridge  Truata  might  advaatageonsly  be 

consolidated. 

I  have  expressed  in  my  book  an  opinion  that  turnpikes  are  vexatious 
and  inequitable.    My  reasons  for  this  opinion  are, — 

l«l,  There  is  great  expense  in  establisning  tolls  and  making  them  effec- 
tual. Much  labour  is  occasioned  to  road  Trustees  and  to  belh  Houses  of 
Parliament,  in  maturing  and  passing  Toll-bar  Acts,  and  their  cost  fiJk 
heavily  on  the  toU-payers.  Houses  are  required  for  the  tacksmen  or  their 
collectors;  also  gates,  tariff  boards,  posts  and  chains,  steelyards  ibr  weigiK 
ing,  and  night  lamps.  Then  there  are  annual  charges  for  advertising  and 
reaping  the  tolls,  providing  tickets,  and  upholding  toU-housea  and  fatca^ 
and  their  appurttttances.  The  tacksmen  must  have  respectabla  annual 
profits,  and  the  collectors  their  weekly  wages.  Wh«re  retained  in  tb» 
Trustees'  own  hands,  superintendents  of  collectors  are  requisite,  they  and 
the  collectors  being  again  under  surveillance  of  the  road  Trusteea  or  the 
road  surveyors.  Much  litigation  ensues  respecting  the  meaning  of  the 
Toll-bar  Acts,  the  position  of  gates,  rates  of  toll,  evasions,  exenmii<»a» 
and  other  points.  By  the  time  all  these  costs  and  diargcs  ara  defrayeda 
each  shilling  levied  for  tolUdues  suffers  a  serious  diminution — ^tbe  expanso 
of  establishment  and  eolkction  running  from  10  to  50  per  cent. 

24^  Toll-gates  are  often  unfiurly  placed — thiddy  in  one  nart  of  a 
county,  sparsely  in  another— <and  nianv  parties  escape  the  tolls  sltogethert 
while  others  cannot  move  without  suffering  toll-bar  exactions. 

3<i,  The  multiplication  of  Trusts,  with  their  special  gates,  and  indepen- 
dent staffs  of  officers,  and  separate  sets  of  secounts,  causes  much  expense 
and  annovance  to  all  concerned. 

4/A,  There  is  no  justice  in  making  ordinary  travellers  pay  tolls*  not 
merely  for  themselves,  but  for  foot  passengers  and  all  the  privi^ged  classes 
to  whom  the  roads  are  made  free  by  numerous  exemptions  in  Toll-bar 
Acts,  such  as  mail  carts,  officers  and  soldiers  on  duty,  the  county  polieov 
parochial  clergymen,  funeral  processions,  etc.,  etc. 

oM,  The  exaction  of  toll-*dues  diminishes  traifio — often  stops  it  alto- 
gether— and  prevents  that  free  intercourse  for  which  roads  wereintended* 

Qth^  Serious  evils  and  inconveniences  arise  from  time  consumed  at  toll- 
gates  in  waiting  for  the  collector  opening  them,  taking  his  toll,  and  giring 
back  change,  and  filling  up  and  furnishing  tickets. 

Ithy  The  gates,  posts,  chains*  and  steelyarcb  are  so  many  dangerons  ob- 
structions to  the  passage  along  the  Queen's  highway.  Many  accidents 
have  occurred  to  travellers  stumbling  on  turnpike  gates  with  their  horses 
and  carriages ;  nay,  vsluablc  lives  have  often  been  lost  upon  tbesi. 

iMK  Where  turnpike  and  statute  labour  roads  and  ancient  bii^waysMe 
mixed  together,  as  is  not  uncommon,  there  is  opportunity  and  provoeation 
for  circuitous  driving.  Much  time  is  thereby  wasted  to  man,  and  horses 
and  carriages  are  worn  out,  and  many  extra  miles  of  road  are  ground 
down. 

0^/r,  The  toll  per  ton  frequently  runs  to  fourpence  or  sixpence,  \x  the 
distance  ever  so  short,  while  the  railways  carry,  for  the  same  rate,  four  or 
six  miles— supplying,  as  it  were,  liorse  and  cart  M)d  driver  all  that  distance 
— for  the  same  money  that  is  requisite  to  pass  a  cart  at  one  tollrgate. 

Wth^  Whatever  the  amount  required  for  road  money,  it  would  be  a 
;n%at  convenience  were  it  levied  by  the  year,  IQce  statute  labour  asKSs- 
nient — poet-horse  duties,  and  taxes  on  carriages  and  boisesi  and  all  the 
obstructions  referred  to,  removed  from  our  public  roads. 
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11  til,  The  toll-bftr  s^tan  bean  espedally  on  resideiit  pi«prietors  and      Count j 
tenants.    Toinispeople  suffer  also,  but  in  a  lesser  degree,  as»  generally  ?J 

speaking,  tliej  have  railway  stations  within  their  bounds  free  of  toll.    To         ^  '^' 
tnroagh  travelers  per  rail  tc^Ugates  are  now  matters  of  indifference.         ^-,  Pamn  Esq. 

In  the  Cupar  District,  in  the  iomaediate  neighboorhooil  of  Cnpar,  some 
of  the  evils  which  I  have  complained  of  in  my  treatise  on  road  reionn  have 
been  removed.  There  is  no  diminution  in  the  number  of  toll-gates,  but 
parties  are  not  now  called  upon  to  pay  more  than  once  within  a  distance 
of  six  miles.  Still,  in  the  eounty  of  Fife,  a  payment  in  one  district  does 
not  clear  the  tolls  in  an  adjotning^  district,  nor  upon  roads  under  the  special 
Acts  of  Parliament  applicable  to  the  Leven  Rpad  and  Bridge,  the  Kinross 
Road,  and  the  Great  North  Road.  There  is  a  great  netwoik  of  tolls  which 
are  still  felt  to  be  very  oppressive,  as  being  under  separate  Trusts.  lu 
several  places  there  are  two  tolls  to  pay  within  a  mile. 

The  turnpike  and  statute  labour  roads  in  Fifeshire  are  managed  under 
nine  subsisting  Acts  of  Parliament,  and  a  tenth,  for  the  Great  North  Road, 
is  in  course  of  beings  passed.  The  nine  are — 1.  The  Fifeshire  Statute 
Labour  Act  of  1797 ;  2.  Another  passed  in  1807 ;  3.  The  Fife  Turnpike 
Act  of  1829  (expires  1860)  ;  4.  The  Burntisland  Road  Act  of  1842  (expires 
1867);  5.  The  Leven  Road  and  Bridge  Act  18S9;  6.  The  Kinross-shire 
Turnpike  Act,  1831  (expires  1862) ;  7.  The  Great  North  Road  Act,  1829 
(expires  I860) ;  8.  The  Kinross  and  Alloa  Road  Act,  1829  (expires  1860) ; 
and,  9.  The  General  Turnpike  Act  of  1831.  The  cost  of  the  first  eight  of 
these  has  been  computed  at  L.  3,200  nearly,  or  an  average  of  L.400  each. 

There  are  also  a  number  of  statutes  for  the  management  of  the  ferries 
on  the  Forth  and  Tay — on  the  Forth  at  Burntisland  and  Queensferry,  and 
on  the  Tay  at  Ferryport-on-Craig  and  Newport.  Two  of  these — Burnt- 
island and  Ferryport*on-Craig — are  in  the  hands  of  railway  companies  as 
part  of  their  lines ;  the  other  two  are  in  the  hands  of  ferry  Trustees,  and 
connect  with  pubhc  roads. 

Admitting  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  do  away  with  the  toll  system,  I 
-was  at  first  (in  1845)  led  to  ipropose  a  rate  on  horses  as  the  most  reason- 
able substitute.  That  is  still  a  suggestion  of  mine ;  but  since  the  ne\v^ 
Valuation  Act  was  passed,  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  furnishes  a  much  better 
and  safer  basis  of  assessment  than  a  rate  on  horses.  An  assessment  on 
horses  would  require  a  separate  survey  and  roil,  and  a  good  deal  of  ma- 
chinery in  coUectingj'whereas  the  County  Valuation  Roll,  now  established 
for  general  purposes,  may  safely  be  resorted  to  for  this.  I  am  opposi'd  to 
any  road  assessment  being  laid  on  horses  which  pay  assessed  taxes.  Were 
the  road  rate  imposed  partly  on  assessed  horses  and  partly  on  land,  the 
former  would  fall  to  a  great  extent  upon  proprietors  and  tenants  rated 
also  for  their  lands,  and  so  make  them  pay  double.  Horses  paying  one 
tax  already  should  not  be  called  upon  to  pay  another.  Besides,  I  do  not 
think  it  desirable  to  have  any  restriction  on  parties  keeping  horses.  I 
v7ould  have  an  assessment  entirely  on  the  Valuation  Roll.  Exceptional 
cases  of  public  works,  where  there  is  extra  tear  and  wear  and  use  of  tbu 
roads,  might  be  fairly  met  by  an  additional  assessment  on  those  works, 
under  the  authority  of  the  Sheriff — somewhat  in  the  same  way  as  railways 
were  called  upon  to  pay  during  their  formation,  in  virtue  of  a  clause  to 
that  effect  in  the  Railway  Clauses  (Scotland)  Act  8  and  9  Vict.,  cap.  33, 
sect.  61.  I  would  also  remark,  that  wherever  there  is  any  great  traffic 
from  a  particular  work,  it  soon  finds  its  way  to  a  railway  or  sea-port,  and 
in  such  cases  the  roads  are  relieved. 

The  effect  of  the  railways  has  been  to  do  away  with  through  traffic. 
Travellen  and  goods  are  all  conveyed  by  railway.  In  the  Cupar  District 
the  tolls,  previous  to  the  opening  of  the  railway,  drew  from  L. 3,000  to 
Ii.4,000  per  annum.  They  are  now  reduced  to  little  more  than  L.20UO. 
Nearly  the  whole  of  these  tdls  are  paid  by  the  residenters  in  the  county, 
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County       whose  interest  it  is  to  have  the  road  revenue  collecterl  at  as  cheap  a  rate 

?f  as  possible,  and  to  get  rid  of  the  expensive  machinery  of  turnpikes. 

^'  I  see  no  reason  why  the  turnpike  and  statute  labour  roads  should  not 

'W.  Pa'niii,  Esq.  ^^  placed  under  one  manag;enient.     In  railway  counties,  roads  are  now 

chiefly  valuable  as  accesses  to  railway  stations.     I  know  a  number  of 

.  cases  in  which  statute  labour  roads  have  now  as  much  or  more  traffic  upon 

them  than  turnpikes,  and  a  great  difficulty  is  felt  in  supporting  them  out 

of  the  statute  labour  assessment,  in  consequence  of  this  additional  traffic. 

I  consider  also  that  all  bridges  and  ferries  in  connection  with  public  roads 

should  be  dealt  with  as  parts  of  the  public  roads,  and  placed  under  one 

general  system  of  management. 

The  simple  mode  I  would  suggest  for  raising  an  assessment  would  be  on 
lands  and  heritages,  according  to  the  Valuation  Roll,  which  would,  I  think, 
be  the  fairest  that  could  be  devised,  and  the  least  expensive.  I  think 
there  would  be  no  unfairness  in  making  a  party  pay  for  roads,  though  he 
does  not  use  them.  They  afford  a  means  of  access  to  his  property,  and  he 
may  use  them  if  he  pleases.  With  respect  to  those  paying  for  the  roads 
who  use  them,  we  have  never  been  able  to  attain  to  that  in  our  county. 
Of  the  63  parishes  in  Fife,  there  are  23  with  no  toll-gates  in  them.  The 
rental  of  these  parishes  is  L.  126,496,  16s.  The  rental  of  the  other  40 
parishes  is  L. 417,007^  19s.,  and  they  contain  121  gates,  with  77  collectors. 
I  consider  that  ingenuity  caii  never  arrive  at  any  system  of  tolls  which 
would  make  parties  pay  for  the  roads  according  to  the  use  they  make  of 
them.  Between  Cupar  and  the  New  Inn,  a  distance  of  nine  miles,  there 
are  three  intervening  parishes,  in  none  of  which  are  there  any  tolls  on  the 
principal  turnpike  road  which  runs  through  them.  These  parishes  have 
i*ailway  stations  within  them,  by  which,  and  the  turnpike  and  other  roads, 
nearly  all  their  traffic  is  carried  without  paying  any  toll.  I  make  a 
similar  statement  us  to  the  eleven  miles  of  turnpike  road  between  Cupar 
and  Newport,  which  passes  through  the  parishes  of  Dairsie  and  Leuchars, 
where  there  are  railway  stations,  without  tolls  to  make  those  pay  for  the 
roads  who  use  them.  Much  the  same  thing  holds  as  regards  the  turnpike 
road  from  Cupar  to  Newburgh,  10  miles.  Any  attempt  to  put  on  a  toll 
now  in  these  districts  would  be  met  with  great  opposition,  and,  in  point  of 
fact,  in  a  recent  case,  such  an  attempt  was  succes^ully  resisted.  Under  a 
system  of  assessment,  some  of  these  parties  would  have  more  to  pay  than 
at  present ;  but  I  do  not  consider  there  would  be  anything  unfair  in  that, 
but  the  reverse. 

There  is  one  road  (a  statute  labour  one)  by  which  it  is  possible  to  get 
out  of  the  town  of  Cupar  without  paying  toll,  and  the  parties  interested  in 
the  district  to  which  it  leads  have  shown  no  disposition  to  encourage  any 
change  in  the  law,  but  the  contrary. 

I  am  aware  that  hitherto  the  occupants  have  paid  for  the  making,  as 
well  as  the  maintaining  of  the  public  roads.  It  is  by  means  of  the  toUs 
and  the  contribution  from  the  statute  labour  funds,  levied  from  the  occu- 
pants, that  our  large  debt  has  been  nearly  cleared  off.  Under  any  new 
system  of  assessment,  as  far  as  any  opinion  has  been  expressed  iu  the 
county  of  Fife,  it  has  been  in  favour  of  dividing  the  burden  between 
nwnera  and  occupants.  By  such  a  system  the  tenantry  would  be  much 
lighter  for  road  monies  than  at  present,  and  they  would  have  the  free  and 
unrestricted  use  of  alh  the  roads  around  them. 

At  present  the  statute  Inbour  money  in  the  Cupar  District  amounts  to 
better  than  3d.  per  £  on  the  rental,  as  shown  by  the  Valuation  Roll. 

Very  careful  calculations  have  been  made  in  our  district,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  a  rate  of  6d.  per  £  would  be  amply  sufficient  to  maintain  the 
roads,  both  tumpike-and  statute  labour  and  bridges,  in  their  present  good 
condition.  Whilst  I  state  thi?,  as  applicable  to  the  Cupar  District,  I  be- 
lieve the  same  thing  would  hold  as  to  the  county  of  Fife  at  large.     The 
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above  calculation  is  exclusive  of  the  burghs,  which  ought  in  mr  opinion  to      County 

maintain  the  roads  within  their  own  parliamentary  bounds.     The  turnpike  ^ 

roads  at  present  pass  through  many  of  the  burghs  in  Fife,  and  when  the 

inhabitants  of  towns  are  relieved  of  the  toll-gates,  I  think  they  ought,  as  w.Pa^^Hf),E0<i. 

an  eqaivalent,  to  maintain  both  roads  and  streets  within  their  bounds — to 

enable  them  to  do  which,  they  should  have  the  benefit  of  the  assessment 

anflng  from  all  the  lands  and  heritages  within  their  parliamentary  bomids. 

In  regard  to  the  managing  body,  I  think  it  would  be  desirable  that  the 
occupants  of  land  should  be  introduced  along  with  the  owners  into  the 
body  of  Trustees.  I  think  all  Commissioners  of  Supply,  aad  all  tenants 
paying  a  certain  amount  of  rent,  should  be  Road  Trustees.  I  would  have 
these  Trustees  to  meet  once  a  year,  and  appoint  a  Road  Board  to  carry  out 
the  actual  management.  The  power  of  fixing  a  rate  of  assessment  (not 
exceeding  a  maximum  fixed  by  the  statute)  should  rest  with  the  body  of 
Road  Trustees  at  their  annual  general  meeting,  after  seeing  the  County 
Road  Boards*  accounts  for  the  preceding  year,  and  receiving  from  them  an 
estimate  of  the  expenditure  required  for  the  ensuing  year. 

I  would  make  a  uniform  assessment  over  the  county ;  or  where  the 
county  is  divided  into  convenient  districts,  I  would  recognise  each  district 
aji  a  separate  county,  and  allow  each  to  raise  an  assessment  suited  to  its 
wants. 

I  think  a  selected  Roads  Board  would  feel  the  responsibility  of  their 
position,  and  be  free  from  anything  like  partiality  in  the  administration  of 
their  Trust.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  necessary  to  establish  any  system 
of  appeal  from  the  Roads  Board  to  the  general  body  of  Trustees.  Nothing 
of  the  kind  is  allowed  in  the  constitution  of  the  County  Prison  Boards  or 
District  Lunacy  Boards. 

I  think,  under  a  new  system  of  assessment,  it  would  be  reasonable  that, 
(luring  the  currency  of  existing  leases,  the  tenants  should  be  taken  bound 
to  pay  the  statute  labour  burdens  which  at  present  lie  upon  them. 

Taking  the  proportion  of  the  Great  North  Road  debt  afiecting  Fife  at 
L.  12,000, 1  estimate  the  whole  debt  of  the  county  at  L.20,000,  or  a  little 
more.  The  toll-houses,  gardens,  gates,  and  steelyards  in  the  county,  have 
been  estimated  as  worth  L.4,000,  and  which  would  be  applicable  to  the 
reduction  of  debt.  Taking  the  balance  at  L.  16,000,  and  borrowing  from 
the  Exchequer  Loan  Commissioners  or  others,  on  annuity  at  6 5  per  cent. 
for  22  years,  the  annuity  would  be  L.1,7C0.  That  would  be  met  by  a 
rate  of  three  farthings  per  £  or  thereby  on  the  county  valuation  of  Fife, 
which  is  L.570,687,  exclusive  of  the  royal  burghs. 

I  think  the  present  statute  labour  assessment  in  Fife,  which  is  upon  the 
ploughgate  of  land  (that  is,  L.70  of  yearly  rent,  or  50  acres  of  extent,  in ' 
the  option  of  the  person  assessed),  falls  unequally  on  the  actual  value  of 
lands.  It  is  a  clumsy  way  of  i;ettiiijj  at  the  valuation :  and,  even  thouirh 
no  change  were  made  on  the  toll  system,  I  consider  it  would  be  more  fair 
for  all  parties  if  the  statute  labour  assessment  were  imposed  according  to 
the  Valuation  Roll.  There  are  a  good  many  roads  over  Scotland — ancient 
highways — which  arc  neither  statute  labour  nor  turnpike,  and  thcrefoie 
do  not  fall  under  the  superintendence  of  any  managing;  body.  I  considci- 
ihat  these  roads  should  be  tnken  possession  oi'^by  the  Road  Trustees  or  their 
Road  Board,  under  an  improved  system.  Many  of  these  old  roads  8cr\<' 
little  else  than  as  a  means  of  evading  tolls,  and  were  tolls  abolished  and 
the  principal  roads  thrown  open,  many  of  these  old  roads,  and  most  of  the 
existing  drove-roads  over  Scotland,  would  fall  into  desuetude,  and  be  re- 
turned to  the  owners  of  the  properties  whence  they  were  originally  taken. 

I  would  prefer  a  compulsory  bill  (as  in  Ireland)  to  a  permissive  bill — 
ihoagh,  were  the  bill  permissive,  1  cannot  doubt  that  its  adoption  would 
toon  be  general.  Oar  weights  and  measures,  however,  remain  in  an  un- 
aat^actory  state,  from  the  statute  passed  in  183i3  for  their  improvement 

IT 
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Conaty       allowing  the  use  either  of  the  old  weights  and  measures  or  of  tbe 

J^  standard. 

'.  In  any  general  act,  I  would  not  exclude  (as  has  sometimes  been  pro. 

W. Pagan, Esq.  posed)  what  are  called  '*  Tlie  Highland  Roads  and  Bridges,"  or  the  road 
from  "  Glasgow  to  Carlisle."  The  L.  10,000  annually  receivable  from 
Exchequer  for  the  former  ought  to  be  apportioned  to  the  counties  in  which 
these  roads  lie,  according  to  the  lengths  of  the  roads  therein,  and  received 
and  administered  along  with  their  other  road  funds. 

\^Vre  the  toll-bar  system  abolished,  both  Road  Trustees  and  their  Road 
Boards  and  road  surveyors  would  be  freed  from  all  questions  respecting  the 
positions  of  gates,  the  providing  and  mmutaining  toll-houses,  the  fiziitf 
compositions,  the  letting  of  tolls,  or  appointing  and  watching  orer  tou 
collections,  and  all  litigations,  rates  of  toll,  and  evasions  or  exemptions. 
1*he  Trustees'  charge  would  solely  be  the  maintenance  and  improvement  of 
the  several  roads  and  bridges  within  their  bounds. 

In  Scotland,  we  have  Argyllshire  and  several  other  counties  supportiDg 
their  roads  and  bridges  by  assessments  without  tolls.  The  same  is  done 
in  the  Isle  of  Man — the  same  is  done  all  over  Ireland.  Tolls  abounded 
there,  but  have  now  been  entirely  abolished.  I  hear  of  no  proposal  to 
revert  to  them.  I  think  a  system  which  answers  well  in  Ireland  and 
those  other  places,  might  and  would  answer  well  both  for  England  and 
Scotland,  whether  in  burghal,  pastoral,  or  agricultural  districts. 


Thursday,  HUt  March  18o9. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

Wm.  Smythe,  Esq.  |        Right  Ilonblc.  Sir  J.  M-Xeill. 

MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  VI.  John  Smith f  Esq.,  Writer,  Leven,  Examined : — 

J.  Smith,  Esq.  I  am  clerk  to  the  Leven  Bridge  and  Road  Timsty  which  is  constituted 
under  an  Act,  2  and  i  Victoria,  cap.  48,  1st  July  1839.  Certain  Trustees 
are  named  by  the  Act,  with  power  to  nominate  three  others.  The  Trust 
hns  ahrays  been  kept  full,  and  there  are  now  nine  acting  Trustees.  Be- 
sides t  he  bridge,  we  keep  up  7^  miles  of  road.  There  are  four  toU-hars, 
besides  the  pontage.  Payment  at  one  bar  clears  all  the  other  bars,  ex- 
cept the  pontage.  The  pontage  is  one  halfpenny  for  foot  passengersi 
and  one  payment  gives  liberty  to  return.  The  present  statute  was  ob- 
tained in  consequence  of  the  inconvenience  felt  from  the  want  of  a  car- 
riage bridge  over  the  river  Leven.  We  borrowed  money,  under  the  Act, 
to  build  the  bridge,  and  improve  and  partly  make  the  road.  The  Trus- 
tees had  to  give  their  personal  security,  together  with  assignation  to  the 
tolls.  The  whole  sum  expended  on  the  bridge  and  road,  including  rigbt 
of  ferry  over  the  Leven,  approaches  to  bridge,  &c.,  amounted  to  about 
L.  12,000:  for  the  whole  of  which  siun  the  Trustees  became  personally 
liable.  There  was  L.1,500  obtained  in  aid  of  the  fund  from  the  County 
Bridge  Fund.  This  was  paid  by  instalments,  and  went  to  diminish  tbe 
debt  of  L.12,000.  The  debt  as  at  Whitsunday  1858  was  L.5,066;  of 
this  sum,  L.2,266  is  held  by  one  individual  creditor,  who  holds  the 
original  bond  by  the  Trustees,  and  assignation  to  the  tolls.  The  re- 
maining L.2,800  is  secured  by  bills,  granted  by  the  individual  Trustees. 
There  is  at  the  credit  of  the  Trust  in  bank  L.260.    We  have  been  pa)'* 


1 
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ifig*  off  a  portion  of  the  debt  every  year.    Last  year  we  only  paid  off      Coanty 
L.204  of  capital  debt,  and  the  previous  year  L.355.     The  payments         J^ 
already  made  have  been  imputed  to  the  sum  originally  secured  by  the  ^* 

bond  and  assignation  to  the  tolls,  wliich  has  been  reduced,  as  before  j.  Smith,  Esq. 
stated,  to  L.2,266.    None  of  the  bills  were  paid  off,  as  the  parties  who 
held  them  considered  them  a  safe  security,  and  did  not  demand  payment. 
Unless  the  holders  of  the  bills  \nsh  their  money^  we  intend  paying  off  the 
bonded  debt  first. 

The  revenue  from  tolls  and  pontage  for  1866-67  was   .  L.878    9    2 
„  „  „     ^     1857-68  .      790    1     1 

The  revenue  has  fallen  ofT  since  the  railway  was  opened,  to  the  extent  of 
about  L.lOO  annually.  It  has  always  been  equal  to  pay  the  repairs  and 
interest,  and  leave  a  balance  to  reduce  the  debt.  The  object  of  the 
Trustees  in  placing  the  four  toll-gates  in  their  present  position  was,  that 
as  the  buildmg  of  the  bridge  and  making  the  road  was  mainly  a  local  im- 
provement, every  part  of  the  district  should,  as  far  as  practicable,  equally 
contribute  to  the  revenue.  I  think  nearly  the  whole  of  the  payments  at 
these  tolls  are  now  made  by  parties  in  the  locality  since  the  railway  was 
opened.  Windygates  Toll-bar,  in  the  Kirkcaldy  District,  is  about  two 
miles  to  the  north  of  Perceval  Bar  on  omr  road ;  but  parties  travelling 
north,  through  Perceval  Bar,  are  only  required  to  pay  half  toU  at  that 
bar.     Our  main  traffic,  however,  is  to  and  from  the  west. 

I  know  of  no  reason  why  the  Trust  should  not  be  amalgamated  with, 
either  the  Kirkcaldy  or  Cupar  District,  if  it  were  not  for  our  debt. 

The  expenditure  on  repairs  and  maintenance  was, 

For  1856-67,  repairs,  &c.,L.254, 18s. ;  management,  L.45 — ^L.299,  IBs.. 
„  3857-68,  do.  L.256.  Us.  2d;  do.  L.46— L.301,  14s.  2d.. 
This  would  show,  on  an  average,  about  L.40  per  mile  for  repairs  and 
management,  which,  I  suppose,  is  heayjr  compared  with  other  parts  of  the 
county.  Our  roads  are  m  good  condition.  The  surveyor  is  the  same  as 
for  the  Kirkcaldy  District, — Mr  M'ConnelL 

By  Section  22,  the  Act  provides  that  the  pontage  is  to  cease  as  soon  as- 
the  debt  is  paid  off.    The  rate  of  interest  now  paid  on  our  debt  is  4  per 
cent.,  under  an  arrangement  with  the  creditors  since  Whitsunday  last. 
For  the  previous  year  we  paid  5  per  cent. 

The  bridge  was  built  in  1840,  and  the  road  opened  for  traffic  in  the 
following  year.  It  is  a  substantial  stone  one,  and  has  been  kept  up  at 
a  very  small  expense. 


No.  VII.  Oeorge  Hogarth,  Esq.,  Provost  of  Cupar  Fife,  Examined : — 

The  roads  within  the  parliamentary  boundarv  of  the  burgh  of  Cupar  Gedi-jjc 
are  maintained  either  by  the  Magistrates  or  the  Police  Commissioners.  iloi>^^*'*^  ^-^'l- 
There  are  three  sources  of  revenue  from  which  these  roads  are  main- 
tained. The  fii-st  is  an  annual  grant  of  L.18,  10s.,  paid  partly  by  the 
Cupar  District  Road  Trustees,  and  partly  by  the  Kinross  Turnpike  iVust. 
The  second  is  the  statute  labour  rate,  which  is  levied  within  the  muni- 
cipal bounds  of  the  burgh,  which  extend  pretty  nearly  to  the  parliamen- 
tary boundary,  as  nearly  indeed  as  it  could  be  arranged. 

The  statute  labour  assessment  within  the  burgh  has  hitherto  been 
levied  by  stentmasters  on  means  and  substance,  and  even  that  was  not 
upon  the  whole  of  the  inhabitants.  It  is  proposed  to  make  an  alteration 
in  this,  but  the  particular  mode  and  rate  of  assessment  is  not  yet  fixed. 
There  is  considerable  difficulty  in  coming  to  any  arrangement  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Act.  At  present  it  is  very  unequally  laid  on,  many  pro- 
fessional gentlemen  declining  to  be  held  nable,  and  persons  who  occupy 
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Ooanty      ifttid  in  the  county  are  not  chargeable  irhMn  the  bttr^h.    I  consider  ibis 

?^  a  very  inconyenient  mode  of  assessment,  and  it  would  be  much  eaiier  to 

^"^'         have  a  rate  levied  on  property  in  the  Valuation  Roll.     Tliere  is  a  good 

George       ^^^^  ^^  Isxid,  howerer,  within  the  parliamentary  boundary,  and  the  oocu- 

Ho«]^irth,  Esq.  pants  of  it  might  perhaps  object  to  being  assessed  at  the  came  rate  u 

shops  or  houses.     The  average  amount  of  statute  labour  money  raised  at 

present  is  about  L.25  a-year. 

The  third  source  of  revenue,  from  which  the  roads  are  maintained,  is  a 
sum  levied  by  the  Police  Commissioners,  at  the  rate  of  one^eigbth  of  a 
penny  per  £  for  paving.  This  is  applied  principally  to  paving  on  foot- 
paths within  the  parliamentary  boundary.  Under  thb  head  last  year, 
the  whole  &um  levied  amounted'  to  L.12,  4s.  8d. 

I  estimate  that  the  total  existing  assessjients  on  the  inhabitants  of  the 
burgh,  for  upholding  the  roads,  amounts  at  present,  on  an  average,  to 
about  l|d.  per  £  on  the  real  rent  $  and  the  three  sources  of  revenue,  to 
which  1  have  alluded,  are,  I  should  say,  sufficient  for  maintaining  the 
roads  and  foot-paths  within  the  bounds. 

There  are  four  toll-bars  within  the  parliamentary  boundary  of  the 
burgh  on  converging  roads  from  the  south  and  east,  and  thi*ee  imme- 
diately beyond  the  boundary  on  the  north  and  west.  One  payment  now 
clears  the  whole,  except  that  on  the  west  road,  which  belongs  to  a  diffe* 
rent  Trust.  We  feel  these  tolls  to  be,  to  a  conisiderable  extent,  a  griev- 
ance, but  this  has  been  very  much  mitigated  of  late  by  the  railway. 

If  I  were  asked  whether  it  would  be  a  relief  to  the  inhabittuits  of 
Cupar  to  have  the  tolls  removed,  I  shoukl  say,  that  it  would  depend  Vjery 
much  upon  what  we  may  be  called  upon  to  pay,  in  place  of  tolfc,  f«>r  the 
maintcnafice  oi"  the  roads.  Were  ire  called  upon  to  fnaintaio  the  tifni- 
plkc  roads,  and  keep  up  the  bridges  within  the  padiamentury  boundaiyt 
It  would  certainly  not  be  a  relief.  If  wo  were  not  ciUed  upon  to  do  more 
than  we  do  now,  via.y  to  keep  up  the  mod  within  the  rojal  burgb,  I  Khe^ld 
say  that  we  would  get  off  cheap,  if  we  wete  to  give  up  the  L.IS,  lOs.  wenoir 
receive  from  the  Rond  Trustees,  for  the  sake  of  having  the  toUe  «boli£be4 
Two  out  of  the  three  statute  labour  roads  within  the  ptrjliamentary  boun- 
dary are  maintained  by  the  Statute  Labour  Road  Trustees  at  preeeut. 

Supposiup:  it  were  found  that,  to  maintain  the  roads  within  the  Par- 
liamentary bouYictary  of  the  burgh,  it  wero  necessary  to  impese  a  rate  ob 
lands  and  hcrita^c^,  not  exdeeding  3dw  per  £,  I  think  such  a  rate  w^uid 
not  be  objected  to  by  the  inhabitants,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  the  b^urden  of 
tolls.  There  is  a  Considerable  portion  of  property  within  the  burgh,  let 
at  a  rent  under  L.4.  I  could  not  exactly  sajT  to  what  eobtept^but  it  must 
be  very  considerable. 

I  would  wish  to  add,  that  there  are  eight  bridges  within  the  parlia- 
mentary boundary  of  Cupar.  Three  of  these  are  over  the  Eden,  three 
over  a  small  bum,  and  two  over  the  railway.  I^  noi  know  wlicther  t)« 
Railway  Company  are  bound  to  maintaiu  their  owii  briqgca-  There 
are  nearly  nine  miles  of  roails  and  atteets  within  the  parliamentaxy 
boundaries. 

The  valuation  of  the  lands  and  heritages  within  the  parliamentary 
burgh  (Intrhiding  the  railway)  is  L.l  2,343,  Os.  lOd.  The  valuation  of  tlw 
burgh  within  the  old  royalty  is  L.7,083, 13s.  6d. 


No.  VIll.  Henry  Bevcridge^  Esq.,  Provost  of  Kirkealdy,  Exaiuned  .'-' 
l^  my  ikn  cr.     There  are  live  miled  of  streets  and  lane&  iaa  the  buj^h  of  Kickcal4>'' 
idgc,  Esq.     1^  miles  of  which  are  upheld  by  the  Turnpike  Trustece.    The  renuuniug 
3f  miles  afie  tipheld  by  the  town.    In  Lmktown  (which  is  part  of  tbe 
parliamentary  burgh),  thne  are  aiso  3i  miles  of  road  which  art  maio- 
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tained  bj  the  Turnpike  Road  Tnutees.    The  principal  streets  are  main-      Cml|r 
tained  by  the  town  out  of  the  burgh  funds.     We  levy  also  about  L.40  or        j^f 
Ij.50  in  the  burgh  for  statute  labour  money,  which  is  laid  out  in  repair        ^^ 
of  the  bye  lanes.     The  statute  labour  assessment  is  levied  on  householders.  Henry  Berer- 
It  commences  with  Is.,  and  nerer  exceeds  68.    The  Statute  Labour  Trus-     idice,  Esq. 
tees  authorize  the  assessment.    The  Magistrates  make  up  the  roll  of 
inhabitants,  and  the  town's  officer  levies  the  assessment.     The  rate  is 
fixed  in  some  degree  according  to  what  we  think  a  party  is  able  to  pay. 
We  have  always  found  a  difficulty  in  collecting  it ;  some  parties  resident 
within  burgh  think  thems^ves  not  UaUe  to  be  taxed.    We  have  sever 
proceeded  to  distrain  for  non-payment.    Generally  speaking,  we  have 
managed  to  get  the  money,  altnough  the  principle  on  which  the  assess- 
ment  is  laid  on  seems  somewhat  indefinite. 

The  burgh  funds,  from  wjiich  our  principal  streets  aro  supported, 
consist  of  common  good,  pett^  eostomi^  etc.  The  sum  expended  on 
these  streets  varies  very  much,  tt  may  sometimes  be  L.70,  and  aoisetines 
L.150.  Sometimes  we  have  a  heavy  repair,  which  renders  the  expeo-> 
diture  less  (or  the  next  iew  years. 

There  are  two  tolls  within  the  parliamentaiy  boundary  <^  the  burgh, 
whidk  dear  one  another,  and  they  also  clear  two  other  tolls,  which  are 
without  the  parliamentary  burvh,  but  in  the  dose  vicinity.  One  of  the 
toUe  is  within  the  royalty,  and  I  bold  it  to  be  illegal.  The  omnion  df 
counsd  was  taken,  who  held  that  it  was  decide^y  illejg^.  We  have 
allowed  it  to  remain  in  the  meantime,  but  consid^  this  merely  as  a 
temporary  arrangement.  The  revenue  of  that  toll  was  L.fi27  last  year* 
The  payments  at  it  consist  pretty  equally  of  payments  by  the  inhahitanta 
and  by  those  without  the  Durgh.  It  is  a  considerable  burden  on  the 
town  of  Kirkcaldy,  because  all  the  traffic  going  out  in  that  direction 
must  pay  the  toll.  Indeed,  we  cannot  get  out  of  the  burgb  either  in  a» 
easterly  or  westerly  and  northerly  direction  without  paying  toll. 

If  these  tolls  were  to  be  abolished,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  whether 
the  inhabitants  of  Kirkcaldy  would  be  disposed  to  submit  io  an  asacoo 
meat  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  the  roads  and  streets  within  the 
parkamentary  boundary.  They  look  rather  to  a  general  assessment 
over  the  whde  county,  which  would  comprehend  the  buighs,  and  which 
assessment  I  woiild  suggest  should  be  laid  on  lands  and  l^tages  in  the 
Valuation  Roll,  and  equally  divided  between  landlord  and  tenant* 

The  rental  of  the  county  of  Fife,  exdusive  of  burghs,  was 

In  1858 L.588,000 

The  rental  of  burghs,      ....      •128,000 

L.716,000 


Deducting  L.  10,000  for  properties  under  L.4,  there  would  be  left 
L.706,000  upon  which  an  assessment  might  be  leviable,  and  of  that 
assessment  I  think  the  inhabitants  of  Kirkcaldy  would  be  willing  to 
bear  their  share. 

I  have  never  seen  any  calculation  of  what  the  annual  cost  might  be 
<ii  maintaining  the  whole  laada  and  streets  within  the  parliamentary 
boundary  of  Kirkcaldy. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  would  be  a  boon  to  the  inhabitants  if  the  tolls  were 
withdrawn,  for  the  annoyance  caused  by  them  is  great,  and  they  objeet 
to  the  eumbroua  machinery  coimeeted  with  them.  My  own  opinion  has 
always  been,  that  it  would  be  much  more  simple  to  avoid  an  assessment 
on  horses  altogether,  and  abide  by  an  assessment  on  lands  and  hefitagei 
in  the  Valuation  Bdl. 

I  should  hope  that  there  wou^  be  a  general  BiU  fur  Scothuuly  by 
which  tolls  would  bo  done  away  with  altogether. 
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Comity 
jrj^  Friday,  l«t  April  1869. 


MEMBBRS  Pj;£S£NT. 

William  Smjthe,  Esq.         |         Doneaa  McLaren,  Eeq. 
MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIfi. 


No.  IX.  James  Ogiboy  Dalgkith^  Esq->  of  Woodburne,  Examinfed: — 

James  O.  I  am  a  small  pn^rietor  in  the  county  of  Fife,  and  have  for  tnaiif 
Dalgleish,  Esq*  years  taken  an  interest  in  road  questions.  I  reside  in  the  Cupr  Distriet, 
and  ray  attention  has  been  chiefly  directed  to  that  district.  In  the 
Cupar  District,  the  statute  lahodlr  roads  are  under  ih»  same  Truflteea  a«d 
the  same  surreyor  as  the  turnpikes.  Several  years  ago  I  obtained  a 
resolution  of  the  Trustees  to  reduce  the  tolls  in  the  Cupar  Oiatxiet*  and 
to  allow  payment  at  the  toll  of  one  Trust  in  the  neighbourhood  of  C«par» 
to  entitle  parties  to  pass  the  bers  of  the  adjoininc:  Trnatsw  This  was  onh 
for  carriaj^s  and  gigs.  Carts  wer^  not  included  in  the  arraag^enMnt. !  I 
can  hardly  say  whether  this  reduction  waa  accompanied  with  any  fpreat 
loss  of  revenue,  because  at  the  same  time  our  general  rev^nuft  sufibiied 
from  the  railways ;  but  our  whole  revenue  from  tolls  noiw,  is  within  about 
L.150  of  what  it  was  before  the  tolls  were  leducedj  The  parties  who 
pay  the  tolls  now  are  dmost  exclusively  resident  within  .the  *  liOcaJIt^. 
If  a  change  were  made,  and  an  assesimciit  substttttted  to  toUs»  I  think 
Uie  payments  under  such  an  assessment  vould  he  nsde  to  a  very  gteat 
extent  by  the  same  parties  who  n6w  pajr  the  iollBr.  I  may  <stat«  that  I 
was  appointed  convener  of  a  committee  in  April  1856,  to  asceriMn  the 
effect  of  the  abolition  of  tolls,  and  the  fivbstitHting  of  an  ateeasment. 
We  issued  schedules  to  17  farmers  in  different  loctil&Ues  of  th($  diatrictt 
16  of  wheal  iiUed  up  the  schedule  in  full,  and  we  lound  that  they  wem 
paying  2^d.  per  £  on  then:  reotal  for  iolls^  and  ioT  fltatute  labouir^d^: 
per  £,  amountmg  in  whole  to  C4\d.  I  soketed  tbe$o  parti«i  ad  -affoodvH 
ft  fair  test  of  what-  farmers  in  the  Cupar  District  genetally  pagTi.  I  should 
^  state,  howeveti,  that  the  statute  labonr  rate  in  tlie  Cupar  J>i$tript  if 

sonewhat  higher  than  in  sotne  of  the  other  districtSi    '  •     ! 

We  found  that  in  order  to  manrtain  the-  presefcrt  turnpike  .and  statuAe 
labour  roads  in  the  county^  asd  pay  theiadcDedt  of  debt,  aecending  lio  on 
avera^  of  the  privionstlnree  years,  a  rate^f  fid^  per  £  w«(M»ld«he  a<lflltiJ»nt» 
K  we  had  indudei  an  assessment  on  horsei^  the  rate  wo«ld  .have<ibeeii 
somewhat  less.  An  atsessme^t  of  .8d.<  per  £.  on  owiicts,:aad  ddj  OH  (to- 
cupietSy  would  have  operated  as  an  irnmedioite  Toltef  to  leBa&ta  of-idd. 
per  £  en iheir^  rental,  ni- BMst  kcahties  m  the  district.  " ' 
'  In  order' to  meet  tie  caseirf  existing  leaass,  I  propoaa^i  thail  duriltl 
their  currency,  the  tenants  should  oontiaflw-  to^payta  the  kndlwd  a(«Mi 
eqnal  to  the  statute  kbavor  money  they  had  fiwmerly  pakLionaniavelltgc 
of  the  last 'five- yearsL'  "•  ■■'  •■  ^n  .*■-.' 

.  In  theOopar  Distiict  aleonsideraiik  portaofli  of  tbefatatnte  labour  asses** 
ment  (about  L.600)  h  at  present /applied  .'to  tmonpikb  »ladSi  eo  (thUiJ* 
additSon  to  the  toUs  on  the  turnpike  roads^!  tli&'  temtnil»<a&e'  tiovtlMO^ 
for  the  maintenance  of  these  toads  out 'of  the  statute  lataiftmoneitir  '^M 

In  iiy  report  I  estimated  the  expense  ef  coUectien  attd>nMnagi<!iiwntrJ< 
its'prawbt  amouHt^  altiiough  I  tUnk'it  would  costoeosidesably^ttsa  Under 
unassessmait.thaii'atpreaaUt  -  •.-<m.-  ••     ^  .  -:ni 

I  c8Bii6t^ciint  ool  any  >paftiBu]as  ddis^of  persons. trhede^iM  'psjf  ^ 
the  roads  now,  and  who  would  be  called  ^sipobi  to'pay  ifeader  a&^MM 
ihbtti.    ."■;jj''^  <•"  ';^  it  .J",,  j*  -i.-     -i.  ••;  ...1   .'■:««   »  ^-i-.,'-    :i  ,••   tM  ••mIj'^' 
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With  respect  to  the  mode  of  assessment,  I  proposed  to  include  assessed       County 
horses,  in  order  to  render  liable  parties  coming  to  reside  in  the  county,        _?.' 
and  bringing  their  horses  with  them  to  nse  the  roads.    Bat  some  of  the  '^'* 

other  membeifs  of  the  committee  thought  it  would  simplify  the  scheme  james  O.^ 
to  take  out  horses  altogether.  We  proposed  to  give  up  the  present  DalgleiBb,  Esq, 
separate  levy  of  bridge  money,  and  include  the  bridges  witn  the  roads  in 
one  general  assessment.  We  proposed  that  the  burghs  should  not  be 
included  with  the  rui^  part  of  the  county,  but  should  maintain  the 
roads  within  their  parliamentary  bounds.  I  cannot  say  how  far  this  may 
be  a  fair  atrangement,  but  if  a  finir  adjustment  could  be  arrived  at,  I 
think  it  would  be  better  to  avoid  any  collision  between  the  two  interests 
by  keeping  the  bnrghs  sepantte  from  the  county.  In  regard  to  mineral 
Wiorks)  my  own  opinion  is,  that  in  almost  all  cases,  large  works  of  this 
description  have  biranch  ndlways,  on  which  far  the  greatest  proportion  of 
tke  traffie-id  carried,  emd  the  nse  of  these  is  likely  to  increase.  All  large 
works  are  likely  to  connect  themselveii  with  railway&  In  mmeral  works 
i  consider  that  if  a  ckssiflcation  were  adopted,  it  shonld  be  taken  into 
con^Meva^ion  swa  reason  for  nfedifying  uie  rote  to  be  imposed  upon 
tlMmf  that  the  capital  is  being  oenatantly  eothansted. 

I  ktioW'  of  no>  reason  why  so  many  Trusts  should  continue  to  be  kept 
s«parately,  esceept  the  existence  of  debt  There  would  be  a  saving  in  con* 
sMidation/but  the  same  suTveyor  already  takestcharge  of  more  roads  than 
ttaooeo6aekigleTMist.   '■        > 

I  Ihiak  it  would  be  a  more  equitable' system  wi  siatule  labour  assessment 
if  tile  rate  i^ere  kid  on  the  rentid  acoovding  to: the  Yalnation  RolL 

tWatoyaltciwtianof  the  systcni^i' think  oconpants  of  hmd  are  entitled 
to  teairea'voio^  in  tiM  management  of  the  fuudsj  as  Road  Trustees,  and 
ilitit>tvM>4iie  of  tlie  plans  propfospd  bj  the  eommitteey  of  which  I  was 
cdifkroiieh''"-"     •.'•■-       -  ■'."   •"    •   -t  :  ••   -  r   ;•. -. 

I  waa^akoiipikunted^cila'vdber  of  another  oommittee  of  the  Road  Trus* 
tiMS'O^th^'Cdnntf  of  Fift,  toeuouire  into  tiie'ptdbabk  effect  of  an  asseafih 
Mient  <m*th^  countjgeneraQy*  Jkour  report,  we  iook  into  consideration 
tlied0bt,  both^oA  the  OrMi  NoMh  Rdadvand  £be  Leven  Bridge  Road,  so 
&V  AS  dochidebt'waslitaeljr  tt>afi«ct  the  counter  of  Fife;  and  nude  provit- 
siM»foi<payiHen(^theintere8tioftheste^0btB,  Old  found  that  an  asscss*- 
mehl  i0f  4^^.  per  £  4)n'die<  volmrtion  of  the  neuntrf,  with  10s.  on  assessed 
horses,  or  5jd.  per  jB,'withdut 'Sii^riltet  on"hQr>es;»  would  xaise  the  snn 
pl^efetthtly  mcpMdedidn  the  etntole  uhonr  and*  tump^e  roads  and  bridges 
of  the^OMnvOf;  Whk  hti&ga  ttmrmf'  is'  f^dttected  on  the  old  Tallied  Tent, 
And^follft^  Qd^miaHy  bn  <propetty^  besides  leaving  a  good  deal  of  property 
«Xi0*iptr,  #hidwis.'not'nicldded  kf  tile  aid  Yaluatimi  Bk>B.  .  lb  the^  estimate 
iHdeh;  I'^feriiMd,  t  •inehidedthe<:amHifAl>yldne'efithe  bi^hs,  and  if  these 
ftiv^fa0rir8Hr4o  (fllabtkiin  theiv  om  roads  witbhi  thsr  pnliADtentar}r^upd*> 
ftries,  retaining  the  losidiiment  within  ihese  bonndmes,'  I  ooBsiderit  wooW 
MlP ^fat6tm«Q«mty{aB#'t^t -die assessment  inight* not  baiqnitii  so 
mick(>er 'Him  the  hmd  ward  nntaloDly^  '    .    .         -    <i 

■>  'At'<iurtotmty>n|eeimg-»arty^atlenunopp(BeA'tftepn9^  snsesi*' 

ment,  as  Imng  an  additional  burden  on  land,  which  it  does  net  pay  at 
ftnnti'  rexpntfsMdctlidopiinmithit  the  noads  are*  already  an  exisfing 
ImlMi  on  thahmd^Sn-aa'aiiieh^irfiery  tenant  who  takes  a  fhvm«aiculs(ts8 
ttefotqfavnd  the  bdrdow  wlilbhf  aa  ocnipanl)  'he  ^ill  hanre  rto  tmyi  and'  ftxes 
the  amount 'ofireiit'aclMri&gljk  'The  tenants  met  me  by  saringi  that<tlieffe 
i»afenMttk.a:d0mbNt  tor  land,  that,  in  taking*  a  Sarm^  Uieyi  did  not  take  this 
Urdeniiitpi  itonsidentioii,  to  which  I  irefdied,  that  i£  they  did  not  take  that 
into  consideration,  neither  should  they  consMer  the  assessment  which  was 
ts^  l^lflM'ok  n-Ueuraf  it/ras  the  amount  wovid  be^smaiUeri  than  their 
fremt  itollt  ted  sta()at0  larbqnr.  ^  •  >  ! . 

Since  the  construction  of  the  railways,  there  has  been  no  change  in^tiie 
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Couuty  location  of  our  ban  in  the  Cnparr  Districfc ;  and,  eoote^wll}^  Ihey  tie 
mt         ^^^  ^  plaeed  as  to  be  applicable  to  the  chang^ed  natwe  ot  Ike  tni&e ;  mk 

[        if  ve  were  to  attesiDt  to  alter  them,  so  as  to  raise  tbe  graatept  Mooimt  oi 

Jam«s  O.  reTeniie»  it  would  throw  the  whole  county  into  an  uproar.  The  cons^ 
Bali^ish,  Esq.  qnenoe  of  this  is,  that  the  revenue  is  not  so  creat  as  it  night  be^  and  that 
many  persons  now  make  use  of  a  road,  without  pft3Fing  for  MMth  qscv  ih 
going  to  the  railway  stations.  I  am  of  opinion,  that  ^ny  inequalities  that 
might  exist  under  a  new  system,  would  be  more  then  eompenaated  for  bf 
the  doing  away  with  the  inequalitiea  which  exist  under  the  pieaent  syslsn 
of  tolls. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  any  measure  of  assestment^  in  lieu  of  toiUsy  ahonld 
be  a  general  measure^  applicable  to  the  whole  oi  ScoUend. 

I  would  remark — on  the  classified  return,  given  in  by  the  elerk  to  the 
Road  Trustees  of  Kirkcaldy  Distiict,  of  the  diftfent  kinds  of  tralB&c  ptm^ 
ing  through  the  bars  of  that  district,  betwixt  ISth  Septensber  aad  lltl^ 
October  1800,  and  7th  June  and  6th  July  1866^that  the  periods  etlected 
are  too  short  to  test  the  traffic ;  and  also,  that  they  are  the  periods  of  the 
year  when  little  agricultural  prodoee  is  driven  on  the  turnpike  roads. 

As  to  the  classification  of  the  different  kinds  of  property  in  Ihe  Kiik- 
caldr  District,  also  given  in  bv  Mr  Douglas,  I  mnderstaad  that  all  the 
dweUing-houses  and  gardens  bdonging  to  weavers  are  ilicluded  under  the 
head  **  manufiicturing,"  *<L.dO,626."  Now,  although  the  men  may  be 
manufacturers,  obviously  their  property  is  **  Agricu^uraV  and  the  oni^ 
use  made  by  them  of  the  turnpike  roads,  would  in  ail  probability  ba,  hav*^ 
ing  a  cart  or  two  of  coab  driven  annually. 


Tuesday,  19IA  Apnl  1859. 


KCMBenS  PRESENT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.         |         Duncan  McLaren,  Esq. 
MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  X.  Htmy  WeH  Woiker^  Esq ,  Auchtermuehtyt  Examiaed  >*- 

Henry  W.  I  ftOA  clerk  to  the  FUecurley  Turnpike^  and  the  Cupar  and  Kiwnm 
Walker.  Esq.  Turnpike^  which  -ate  both  eemprised  itt  tlio  Kinmei. shire.  Roads  AcUif 
6th  September  1831,  being  Nos.  10  and  11  of  roads  in  that  Act.  Mr 
Williamson  at  Kinross  is  the  general  clerk,  And  I  send  copies  of  the 
minutes  annually  to  him.  There  is  one  annual  meeting  of  the  Trustm* 
and  they  meet  at  other  times  when  required. 

The  Cupar  and  Kinross  Turnpike  extends  to  between  17  and  18  milesy 
upwards  m  14  being  in  Fife,  and  about  3^  in  Kinross ;  himni  viiich  theie 
are  four  tolls,  besides  a  check -bsr.  One  of  these  tolls  is  within  three 
quarters  of  a  mile  of  the  town  of  Cupar,  nnd  is  not  cleared  by  payment 
at  the  other  bars  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town.  The  revenue  firom  telk 
and  compositions  was, 

For  the  year  1866-67,  ....       L.424  10    0 

„  1857-58,  .         .  8^0  10    0 

n  1858.59,  ....  29&    0    0 

In  addition  to  this,  we  receive  from  the  Statute  Labour  Trustees  of  the 

county  of  Fife,  L.Ua    *   8 

And  from  the  Statute  Labour  Trustees  of  Kinross,  I8    C  6 
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TImm  fltuni  ant  ftiwigw  Ihe  atme  now^    The  expemdtture  for  matnteuonce      County 


of 


ami  0«r«Ajpor'»ialMrjr «««» 

Fot  the  ffsv  i6iia^79        «...      L.aar   2  11 

„  1857n&9,  .         .         .         •  323  II    4  Henry  W. 

M  1858-69,  .         .         .         .  210  13  11  Walker,  Esq. 

During  these  jtftrs  there  hne  been  an  annual  misceUaneouB  expend! lure, 
aroraging  I4.U,  28.  4(1.  Our  sorreyor  ia  the  same  aa  for  the  Copor  Dis- 
trict tif  turnpike  roa^s.  Our  tolia  are  L.26  lover  this  year  than  last. 
The  revenue  baa  Tery  much  fallen  oS,  in  consequence  of  the  opening  vt 
the  Fife  and  Kinross  Railway.  Speaking  from  recollection,  1  would  say 
that  our  reremie  has  fldlen  ck  upwards  of  L.100  a-year.  Our  expendi- 
ture must  upon  the  whole  be  less.  The  clerk  and  treasurer's  sokry, 
with  aUoirance  for  staiioixay  and  incidents,  is  L.30.  There  is  no  debt 
oa  the  road.  It  has  all  been  paid  off,  the  last  instahnent  of  L.600  having 
been  paid  at  Lammas  last.  The  debt  was  L.5,200  when  the  road  came 
mder  the  management  of  oay  Either  in  1828.  He  was  clerk  to  the  time 
dftith. 
The  PiUaWky  Road  extends  to  about  4  miles,  with  one  toll.    The  re- 


For  the  year  1856-57, L.GO    0    0 

„  1867-68, 61     0    0 

„  1868*60,      .        .  .        .  41     0    0 

Jkad  thtf  saiiie  sum  for  the  current  year.  In  addition  to  this,  we  receive 
from  the  Statute  Labour  Trustees  of  the  county  of  Fife,  L.64y  Ik.  lOd. 
There  has  been  a  reduction  in  the  revenue  of  this  Trust  also  on  account 
of  the  railways.  The  same  surveyor  takes  charge  of  this  road,  and  his 
salarj  averages  L.2, 158.  7d. 

TEe  expenditure  on  keeping  up  the  road  is'  .    L.60    0    f) 

And  the  derk^s  salary  and  allowance  for  stationery  and 

incidents  amount  to 9    0    0 

And   there  is  an   annual   misceUaneoua   expenditure, 

averaging 8  16    3 

We  have  L.60  of  debt,  but  there  is  more  in  the  bank  than  will  meet 
this.  There  is  no  other  debt  on  the  road.  It  has  always  been  a  sepa- 
rate Trast 

The  roads  within  the  burgh  of  Auchtermuchty  are  maintained  from 
conversion  of  statute  labour  or  personal  servioes  levied  on  the  inhabi- 
tants within  burerh,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  portion,  through  which 
the  Cupar  and  Kinross  Easd  goes.  There  are  no  eoinplaints  among  the 
inhabitants  in  regard  to  tolls,  so  far  as  I  am  aware. 


Thuriday,  2Ui  July  1859. 

• 

William  Smythe,  Esq.         |         Duncan  McLaren  Esq. 
ME  SMYTHS  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  XI.  John  Purvis,  Esq.  of  Kinaldy,  Examined: — 

I  am  a  proprietor  in  the  county  of  Fife,  in  the  St  Andrews  District.  J-  Purvis,  Esq. 
I  attend  the  toad  meetings  in  that  district.    Both  turnpikes  and  statute 
iabowr  roads  there  ore  under  one  management. 

I  uigad  upon  Mr  Pagan  the  views  which  I  entertain  as  to  the  system  of 
roads,  atd  the  points  I  should  wi^  to  hringbtfoa  the  Commission.    I 
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County      Irish  particularly  to  observe  that,  although  our  present  roads  are  in  vec; 
?!  fair  coadition.  yet  that,  from  the  alteration  in  the  traffic,  many  nev  rocuk 

*•*•  are  required — and  I  see  no  way  at  present  in  which  they  can  be  either 
J.  PurvU,  £«q.  made  or  maintained.  I  think  it  vould  be  impossible  to  do  so  under  the 
'  toll  system*,  from  the  difficulty  of  checking  the  traffic  by  means  of  tolls*- 
at  Ipast  without  a  yery  undue  expense*  I  may  mention  that  in  this  dis- 
trict there  are  a  number  of  tracks  which,  though  public  roads»  are  not 
maintained  out  of  any  public  fund,  and  by  a  standing  order  of  the  St 
Andrews  Boad  Trustees,  they  require  that  the  proprietors  and  others 
interested  shall  subscribe  one-half  towards  the  makmg  of  such  a  road, 
before  they  undertake  to  provide  the  remaining  f ands  from  the  district, 
and  to  keep  it  up  in  future. 

At  present  our  system  is  that  each  parish  makes  and  maintains  its  own 
roads,  and  it  is*  obvious  that  in  many  cases  a  parish  may  have  little  interest 
in  a  road»  whilst  it  bears  the  whole  expense  of  it. 

The  remedy  for  this  would  be  to  unite  several  parishes  into  one  district, 
and  make  tlie  funds  applicable  to  the  whole  district,  instead  of  being 
limited  to  parishes. 

Our  roads  are  all  under  one  surveyor  at  present,  and  in  general  veiy 
well  kept  up. 

In  making;  new  joads,  X  consider  it  desirable,  as  a  test  of  the  necessit}! 
of  such  roads»  tliat  the  proprietors  and  others  interested  should  be  made 
to  contribute  a  certain  propor4ion;  but  perhaps,  in  some  casea^  one^half 
would  be  too  large  a  proportion  to  require. 

At  present  the  assessment  for  statute  labour  is  levied  on  the  ploughgate, 
but  the  general  feeling  is  in  favour  of  an  alteration  to  an  assessment  on 
the  Valuation  Roll,  which  should  be  the  basis  of  all  taxation. 

I  would  think  it  desirable  to  abolish  tolls  altogether,  and  substitute  an 
assessment  in  lieu  of  them,  both  for  turnpike  and  statute  labour  roads ;  and 
I  believe  this  is  also  the  general  opinion  in  the  district. 

I  hand  in  a  Report  by  a  Committee  of  the  St  Andrews  District,  of  which 
I  was  convener. 

It  might  be  reasonable  to  admit  some  of  the  tenants  into  the  road 
management,  so  that  those  who  have  to  pay  the  taxes  should  have  a  voice 
in  laying  them  on.  Probably  they  might  be  elected  as  under  the  Poor 
Law,  but  with  a  qualification  of  a  certain  amount  of  rent  paid  by  the 
party. 

I  would  lav  the  assessment  for  maintenance  of  the  roads  equally  upon 
landlords  and  tenants ;  but  in  the  county  of  Fife  a  majority  at  a  general 
meeting  (although  a  small  one)  were  opposed  to  the  proprietors,  during 
current  leases,  being  called  on  to  pay  any  part  of  an  assessment,  on  the 
ground  that  at  present  they  were  not  liable  for  the  burden. 

From  the  inquiries  we  made,  it  was  found  that,  with  reference  to  the 
District  of  St  Andrews,  an  assessment  of  5id.  per  £  on  the  Valuation 
Roll  would  be^ufficient  to  maintain  all  the  roads,  and  would  be  equivalent 
to  what  is  now  paid  by  tenants  or  occupants.  And  I  believe  that  in  the 
Cupar  District  the  rate  would  be  the  same,  but  I  cannot  speak  as  to  what 
rate  might  be  required  over  the  whole  county. 

RErORT  OF  ST  ANDREWS  DISTRICT  COMMITTEE  ON  BOAD  REFORM, 

19Tn  JANUARY  1867. 

{Handed  in  by  Mr  Purvis.) 

Present, — ^Mr  Ralph  A.  Anstrnther ;  Mr  Lindsay,  Balmnngo ;  Mr  Ireland, 
Spalding ;  Mr  Berry,  Tayficld ;  and  Mr  Purvis,  Kinaldy. 

The  Committee  beg  to  report  that  they  circulated  20  copies  of  the 
printed  schedules  fiimbhed  them  by  the  Clerk  to  the  County  Boad 
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Tjftwtees,  and  that  they  have  received  nine  returns,  embracihg^^  a  rental  of      County 
Ir.6,76&,  and  showing  an  expenditure  of  L.141  per  annum,  on  tolls  and         p?^ 

statute  labour — equivalent  to  a  rate  of  6d.  per  £  on  the  rental,  the        \ 

amount  paid  for  tolls  and  that  paid  for  statute  lahoUr  bein^  about  equal —  j.  porvis,  E«q. 
a  fact  confirmatory  of  previous  observations  on  the  same  subject. 

The  gross  revenue  applicable  to  roads,  and  the  debts  thereon,  within 
St  An£e^rs  District,  1855-6,  was  L.4,707,  of  irhich  sum  L.3,140  was 
i-aised  by  means  of  24  toll-gates  and  check-bars,  compositions,  and  sta^c 
coadi  dues,  etc.,  and  L.  1,567,  I3s.  2d.  by  statute  labour  assessment  on 
1,047t^  plonghgates,  at  the  rate  of  30s.  per  ploughgate. 

The  present  bonded  debt  of  the  district  is  L. 5,450  {secured  on  the  turn- 
pikes), and  is  in  the  process  of  rapid  extinction. 

There  are  136  miles  354  yards  of  turnpike  roads  within  the  district,  kept 
up  ^t  an  expenditure  of  L.3,165, 12s.  lOd.,  or  at  the  rate  of  L.23,  9s.  per 
mile  per  annum,  including  all  charges  for  surveyors,  clerk,  treasurer, 
letting  of  tolls,  and  other  miscellaneous  expenses.  There  are  also  76 
miles  932  yards  of  statute  labour  roads,  kept  up  at  an  average  expenditure 
of  L.1,077,  9s.,  or  at  the  rate  of  L.14,  Is.  6d.  per  mile  per  annum.  The 
lUittual  value  of  lands  and  heritages  in  St  Andrews  District,  1856,  on  the 
landward  part  of  the  county,  was  L.173,992,  7s.,  and  of  the  burghs 
L.30,S95  ;  total,  L.204,387,  7s.  The  gross  amount  collected  by  the  pre- 
sent system  of  raising  the  road  revenues  of  St  Andrews  District  is  equal 
to  a-  rate  of  about  5  Jd.  per"  £  on  thte  abore  rental  of  L.204,387,  7s. 
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IX.  COUNTY  OF  KINROSS, 


Thursday,  2Qth  May  1859. 


County 
of 


UEMBEBS  PBSSENT. 

WilUam  Smythe,  Esq.         |  Sir  Andrew  Orr. 

Duncan  M'Laren,  Esq. 

MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


Kinross.  No.  I.  Mr  Allan  Watt,  Surveyor,  Kinross,  Examined : — 


Mr  A.  Watt.       I  am  surveyor  to  the  Portmoak  District,  under  the  Kinross-shire  Road 
Act.     Tiie  road  is  16  miles  in  length,  with  one  toll,  which  is  let. 
The  revenue  in  1850-57  was  .         ,        .        .        L.200     0    0 

„  1867-68, 137  10     0 

The  expense  of  maintenance,  including  survevor's  salary,  was. 

For  1856-67,         ..."..         L.184  18     1 

„    1857-68, 197     9     0 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.10,  and  the  clerk  and  treasurer,  L.12, 12s. 
Our  debt  has  been  all  paid,  with  the  exception  of  a  sum  of  L.30. 
I  do  not  think  the  railway  is  likely  to  affect  our  revenue  any  further 
in  future.  In  addition  to  the  toll  revenue,  there  is  an  allocation  of  L.20 
made  from  the  Kinross  and  Orwell  Statute  Labour  Fund,  and  L.20  from 
the  Cleish  Turnpike  Trust ;  and  from  these  funds  we  maintain  a  part  of 
the  road  lying  in  another  district,  the  Kinross  and  Orwell  District. 

I  am  also  surveyor  for  the  whole  of  the  statute  labour  roads  in  Kinross- 
shire.  My  salary  is  L.20.  I  find  it  is  attended  with  economy  that  aU 
the  roads  in  one  district  should  be  under  the  same  surveyor. 

I  am  also  surveyor  of  the  Great  North  Road  from  Queensferry  and 
Burntisland  to  Perth,  and  for  this  I  have  a  salary  of  L.150. 

Copy  Letter  from  Mr  Watt  to  the  Secretary. 

Hopefield,  Kinross,  23d  June  1859. 
Dear  Sir, — As  I  have  had  considerable  experience  in  the  management 
of  roads,  you  will  perhaps  allow  me  to  state  some  observations  in  answer  to 
a  question  I  heard  asked : — **  If  tolls  were  abolished,  would  roads  be  less  or 
more  expensive  to  maintain  ?"  The  question  is  prospective,  and  may  be 
affected  by  collateral  circumstances  or  events  during  the  development  of 
the  case  ;  but  my  opinion  is,  that  roads,  especially  the  present  lines  of 
turnpike,  will  be  more  expensive  to  uphold,  and  statute  labour  roads 
little,  if  any  thing,  less  expensive  to  uphold. 
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I  restrict  the  followins;  observations  to  the  Kinross-shire  roads,  and       Comity 
line  of  the  Qreat  North  RoaJ  ;  and  I  ^ound  nay  reasons  for  thinking  so      „.  ^^ 
on  the  fidlowing  considerations.    At  «U  the  toll-bars  with  which  I  have  "'^**'' 

any  thing  to  do,  there  are  steelyards  for  weighing  carts  and  loading,  and  -^i^  a.  Watt. 
the  toll  duties  are  exigible  according  to  an  ascending  scale  of  weight, 
which  may  be  said  to  be  oppressive  or  prohibitory  when  the  cart  and 
loading  thereof  exceeds  thirty-two  ewt.,  the  chaige  being  twopence  per 
cwt.  above  that  weight ;  such  weight,  I  presume,  has  by  experience  been 
considered  to  be  an  ample  load  for  one  horse  to  draw  along  a  road  by 
means  of  a  two^wheeled  cart.  If  the  cart  and  load  exceeds  that  weight, 
the  strength  of  road  requires  to  be  greater  to  sustain  it  than  for  a  less 
weight,  and  the  tear  and  wear  of  the  surface  must  also  be  proportionally 
affected  according  to  the  weight ;  likewise  haulage  must  be  proportionally 
oppressive  to  the  horse.  If  tolls  and  weights  were  abolished,  there  ap. 
pears  to  remain  no  restriction  to  loading  or  driving,  with  two  horses  at- 
tached to  the  cart.  Heeee  *  heavier  class  of  traffic,  and  a  greater 
amount  of  maintenance  may  fairly  be  anticipated,  to  keep  roads  in  a 
good  and  serviceable  condition. 

I  am  aware  that  some  penons^  under  the  present  system,  do  drive  over 
a  greater  distance  of  roads,  in  order  to  cheapen  or  avoid  a  toll ;  but  I  am 
not  aware  of  its  being  practised  to  an  extent  to  materially  increase  the 
cost  of  the  maintenance. 

If  tolls  were  abolished  in  Kinrots-shire,  I  aM  of  opinion  that,  from  the 
lye  of  the  county,  being  intersected  by  a  leading  road  from  Perthshire  to 
the  Fifeshire  Coalfields,  the  tmfllo  upoU  the  Great  North  Road  and  the 
road  by  Scotlandwell  would  be  greatly  increased,  as  prospectively  there 
would  be  a  larger  quantity  of  coal  driven  in  carts  fttun  the -collieries 
situated  near  Kelty  and  Lochgelly,  to  Perthshire,  by  farmers  and  others 
who  keep  horses.  There  is  a  considerable  quantity  driven  at  present, 
although  the  tolls  are  reckoned,  to  sonm  extent,  a  barrier  to  the  use  of  the 
road,  as,  if  they  pass  through  any  of  the  toll^iars  before  and  after  midnight, 
they  are  liable  to  be  charged  twice.  I  am  also  of  o])iiYion,  that  materials 
for  building  purposes,  ^dr^itt  tiles,  manures,  farm  i^rodtice,  and  feedii^ir 
stuffs,  would  be  more  driven  in  carts.  Further,  that  more  carriers  of 
gfoons  by  carts  would  be  employed,  as  there  are  frequent  complaints  by 
dealers  of  pfi6^  b^ffg  delayed  in  transit  when  sent  by  rail,  besides  suffer- 
ing damage,  loss,  ^d  trouble  by  railway  eorapanics. 
'  I  beg 'to  stiftej  tlftit  I  do  not  Ifeel  any  deep  interest  in  maintainirg  ilie 
jyrc^nt  system  of  ^ohs  iirnd  Tuttiplke  Trustft.  1  am  aware  that  several 
tMl  conti^actors  hArrei  acevimuloitod  consideraUo  sums  of  money  by  tho 
)[>r^s^t  sysiemof  taking  toHs  by  or  nt  ptfblic  roup.  I  have  known  of 
severals'lhat  lakivtf  \(M.  The  losses  are  ^etterally  upon  a  small  scale.  t):e 
ptfrtie^^  bavhig  little  capital  to  commence  with,  are  soon  finished.  Tho^c 
tliat'hkiveinft&  most  have  generally  been  actitig  iti  companies,  or  upon 
some  understanding  with  othtn^,  or  famiiies  of  lather  and  sons  unitir.g 
liiM  Y^thig'th^'  tolls  upon  a  line,  where  tliey  might  be  dependant  upcii 
the  good  of  one  im<Ahcr ;  and  further,  renting  any  collateral  tolls  in  the 
district  or  competing  road,  in  order  to  prevent  all  compoundings  or  under- 
hand work  that  one  tockiMian  might  have  in  his  power  to  play  against 
another.  That  for  Trustees  tu  employ  collectors  is  liable  to  abuse.  AH 
that  I  intended  was  merely  to  state  my  opinion  in  respect  to  the  cost  of 
maintcnunce,  as  I  have,  in  some  instances,  heard  the  sanguine  expecta- 
tions st4\ted,  that  roads  would  be  cheaper  kept  if  tolls  M-ere  abolislieil. 

It  will  appear  evident  to  all,  that  the  abolition  of  tolls  throughout  the 
country  would  render  the  roads  a  great  convemence.-*-!  am,  dear  Sir, 
yours  faithfully,  Alla>*  Watt, 


808  Turnpike  Hood  Itiquity--^ Scotland. 


County 

IUnro0s.  ^^'  ^'  •^^^^  Wrijfhi  WilHamson^  Esq^,  Kinross,  ExamiiiMl : — 


J.  W.  Wil.        I  am  derk  and  tKasurer  to  the  ClMt  Turmpiie  and  the  MUnaAort 
liamson,  Esi].  Tamptke.    They  ore  under  the  same  Act,  bnt  with  separate  aocoimts. 

The  Oimh  Turnpike  extends  to  15  miles,  with  one  toD,  whieh  is  let. 

The  revenue  for  1856-57  was           ....        L.7d    3    0 
„  1867-58 80    3    0 

The  expenses  of  maintenance,  including  surveyor's  salary,  was, 

For  1856-57, L.66  16  11 

„    1857-58, 85     3    0 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  Ii.5,  and  the  clerk  and  treasurer's  L.5.  There 
is  no  debt  on  the  road. 

The  Milnathort  Road  extends  to  6  miles  6  furlongs,  with  one  t«)ll,  and 
a  sixth  part  of  the  Muckhart  Toll,  which  is  received  from  the  Ochil  Trust. 

The  revenue  for  1856-57  was,          ....        L.76    2  10 
„  1867-58, 87    2     3 

The  expenditure  for  maintenance,  including  surveyor's  salary,  was. 

For  1856-57, L.91     6    7 

„    1857-58, 60  10    7 

The  surveyor  has  L.5,  and  the  clerk  and  treasurer  L.5.  This  road 
)vas  made  by  sums  advanced  by  gentlemen  who  were  interested  in  having 
their  estates  opened  up.  These  advances,  with  interest  calculated  to 
]  1th  November  1828,  as  taken  from  the  Report  of  a  Committee  of  the 
Trustees,  and  produced  at  the  Annual  General  Meeting  on  21st  April 
1824,  were  found  to  amount  to  L.8,290,  8s.  3d.  They  have  no  expecta- 
tion of  getting  payment,  and  whenever  there  is  any  little  surplus  it  is 
divided  among  them.  About  five  years  ago,  about  L.300,  which  arose 
from  accumulations  during  the  previous  fifteen  or  sixteen  years,  wati  so 
divided.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  value  having  ever  been  attached  to  these 
road  debts,  or  of  their  having  been  sold. 

I  am  treasurer  to  the  Statute  Labour  Truttees  of  all  the  districts  ex- 
cept Portmoak ;  and  I  am  general  clerk  to  meetings  that  require  to  be 
held  of  all  the  districts  together  on  questions  which  affect  toe  general 
body  of  Trustees,  but  such  meetings  have  scarcely  ever  been  held.  There 
are  three  districts:  1st,  the  Kinross  and  Orwell;  2d,  the  Gleish  and 
Tullibole ;  and  3d,  the  Portmoak  District.  The  assessment  is  levied  on 
ploughgates  of  fifty  acres  of  land  or  L.70  of  rent,  and  the  proprietor  has 
the  option  of  either  of  these  modes.  Fifty  acres  of  the  best  land  is  not 
charged  more  than  fifty  acres  of  the  poorest  land.  Besides  the  assess- 
ment on  ploughgates,  there  is  also  a  rate  on  householders  as  a  conversion 
for  personal  services,  which  is  laid  on  at  the  rate  of  Is.  per  day  for  one, 
two,  or  three  days  labour,  as  the  case  may  be.  There  is  also  a  small  sum 
levied  on  carriages  let  for  hire  and  for  carters.  We  find  the  greatest 
difiiculty  in  getting  this  latter  rate  collected ;  in  some  of  the  districts  it 
has  been  abandoned  altogether.  The  maximum  rate  is  6s.  It  would 
certainly  be  simpler  to  raise  the  statute  labour  according  to  the  Valuation 
lioll.  I  consider  the  present  system  by  no  means  equal  or  equitable,  and, 
I  believe,  to  assess  on  the  Valuation  Roll  would  be  fairer. 

In  Kinross,  the  main  street  is  entirely  maintained  by  the  Great  North 
Il():id  Trustees.    I  am  clerk  to  that  Trust. 

I  think  the  statute  labour  and  turnpike  roads  would  be  better  if  all 
under  one  management.  If  we  had  all  the  roads  in  Kinross-shire  em- 
braced under  one  management,  it  would  be  a  great  improvement. 

We  have  found  much  more  satisfaction  in  having  an  experienced  sur- 
veyor, under  whose  superintendence  the  money  allocated  is  laid  out.  A 
skilled  siurveyor  is  a  better  person  to  lay  out  the  money  than  a  committee 
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of  gentlemen.    I  think  the  same  beneficial  results  would  arise  if  the  dis-     County  of 
tricts  were  extended,  which  are  already  too  small.  Kinross. 

The  debt  is  a  great  obstacle  to  any  consofidation  of  Trusts,  especially     j  ^y.  WH- 
that  on  the  Great  North  Road.    If  the  debt  were  adjusted,  I  am  rather  ]iai>i«un,  Ksq. 
in  &Tour  of  an  abolition  of  tolls,  and  the  substitution  of  an  assessment. 
I  think  the  debt  is  the  stumbling-block  in  many  districts. 

I  know  a  family  in  our  neighbourhood  who  hare  made  a  good  deal  of 
money  as  tacksmen  of  tolls. 


208  Turnpike  Road  Inquirif^^Scotland, 


X.  COUNTY  OF  CLACKMANNAN. 


Stirling,  Wednesday,  (Slh  April  1859. 


».. 


or' 


HEHDEKS  PBESENT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.  |  Duncan  McLaren,  Esq. 

]^IR  S.AIYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


Ciackiuaiinan.  ^^*  ^*  J<^^^^^  Moir^  Esq.,  Banker,  Alloa,  Examined:  — 

J.  Mo.r.  Esq.       I  :u.i  clerk  to  the  Clackmannanshire  Turnpike  Road,  the  Kinross  and 
Alloa  Roads,  and  the  Ochil  Road. 

The  Clackmannanshire  Turnpike  is  constituted  under  an  Act  dated  in 
1840,  and  comprises  20  miles  of  road,  on  which  there  are  7  toll-bars,  some 
of  which  clear  the  others.     These  tolls  are  let  annually  by  public  roup. 

The  revenue  for  the  year  185G-7  was      .         .         .     L.1,122  15    0 
And  for        „        1867-8  1,256     1   U 

The  expenditure  during  these  two  years  has  been — 

lo^6-7,         .......         L.746  17  11 

1857-S,  .         .         .         .         .         .         .  870     0    1 

The  expenses  were  increased  during  the  last  of  these  years  by  proceed- 
in  Cs  connected  with  the  settlement  with  the  Stirling  und  Dunfermline 
Rriilway  Company. 

During  these  two  years  our  expenditure,  including  interest  of  debt,  has 
exceeded  our  income. 

The  debt,  as  at  Whitsunday  1058,  amounted  to  L.19,020.  Of  this, 
17.14,(520  is  secured  on  assi«:nation  to  the  tolls  by  bonds  bearing  the  per- 
.MJiial  obiigatinn  of  the  Trustees.  Inter v?st  is  usually  paid  on  these  at  4 
p(T  cent.  The  remaining  sum  of  L. 4,400  is  due  to  the  Stirling  and 
Dunfermline  Railway  Company,  but  is  postponed,  both  as  to  principal  and 
interest,  to  the  other  debt. 

The  revenue  will  likely  continue  to  be  suflScient  to  keep  up  the  road  and 
pr\y  interest  on  the  reduced  debt,  but  not  if  interest  remains  at  4  per  cent., 
wiiitout  reducing  the  expenditure  on  the  road. 

For  the  last  20  years,  since  the  appointment  of  Mr  M'Connell,  our 
present  surveyor,  we  have  been  able  to  paj'  the  interest  of  the  debt  a"d 
keep  the  road  in  repair.  Previously  the  Trustees  had  frequently  to  make 
up  annual  deficiencies  of  the  revenue  for  payment  of  the  interest  of  tbe 
debt. 

The  debt  now  stands  very  well  in  the  market,  and  we  have  no  difficulty 
in  getting  it  trai'.sfcrred. 
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The  Kinros$  and  Alloa  Road  is  a  Trust  constituted  under  an  Act       County 
passed  in  1829.     It  extends  to  17  miles,  whereof  6 J  in  Clackmannan,  4i-  ^.      "^ 
in  Perthshire,  and  6  in  Kinross-shire.    There  are  4  tolls  on  it,  which  are  Clackmannan, 
let  from  year  to  year.  j  j^oip  Esq 

Therevenuefor  1856-7  was L.260     &    &        '         '       * 

And  for  1857-8, 249  16  11 

The  revenue  has  been  pretty  stationary  for  some  years. 
The  outlay  for  the  same  period  has  been — 

For  the  year  1866-7, L.286  16    6 

1857-8,     .         .         .         .         .         .         299     9     8 

There  was  a  small  accumulation  in  fi^our  of  the  Trust,  which  is  now 
exhausted. 

The  road  was  made  by  subscriptions  from  the  proprietors  through 
whose  lands  it  passed,  and  no  interest  has  ever  been  paid  to  them. 

There  is  not  much  traffic,  but  it  is  a  very  useful  line.    It  is  under  the 
charge  of  the  same  surveyor  as  the  Clackmannanshire  Road. 

I  anticipate  that  the  Trust  funds  will  continue  to  be  sufficient  to  keep 
up  the  road.    It  has  been  affected  by  the  Stirling  and  Dunfermline  Rail- 
way, and  will  be  still  farther  affected  by  the  Devon  Valley  Railway,  if  it 
he  carried  on. 

The  Ochil  Trust  is  constituted  under  an  Act  passed  in  1840,  and  the 
road  extends  to  26  i  miles,  viz.  : — 

In  Clackmannanshire,  .         .       19 

In  Stirlingshire,  ...        2 

In  Perthshire,      .         .         .        .        4( 

In  Fifeshire,        ....        1 

26  miles. 

There  are  5  tolls  on  the  road,  which  are  usually  aU  let. 

The  revenue  for  the  year  1856-7  was  .        .    L.1,256  10  II 

And  for        „       1857-8,  .         .        .         1,274  II  II 

The  expenditure  for  the  same  period  has  been : — 

For  1856-7, L.814    3    0 

1857-8,       .         .         .         .         .         .  857     I  II 

The  surplus  income  over  expenditure  goes  towards  paying  interest  on 
debt. 

The  debt  of  L. 34,160  was  taken  up  equally  by  four  of  the  principal 
Trustees,  viz. : — The  Earl  of  Mansfield,  the  late  Lord  Abercromby,  the 
late  Sir  R.  Abercrombv,  and  Mr  Johnstone  af  Alva.  Lord  Abercromby  is 
now  creditor  for  two  snares,  as  representing  his  father  and  grandunde. 

When  the  Stirling  and  Dunfermline  Railway  was  projected,  an  agree- 
ment was  made  with  them  to  take  up  one-: third  of  this  debt.  They  have 
paid  the  money,  and  are  therefore  now  postponed  creditors  for  the  amount 
of  L.l  1,333,  6s.  8d.  They  receive  nt)  interest,  which  does  not  commence 
to  run  till  both  principal  and  interest  of  the  other  debt  is  paid  off. 

The  surplus  revenue,  after  keeping  up  the  road,  is  divided  into  four 
shares,  and  paid  to  the  three  parties  above-named,  according  to  their  re- 
spective interests.  Last  year  we  paid  L.400,  being  about  1 J  per  cent,  on 
the  L.22,826,  138.  4d.,  which  is  the  lowest  sum  we  have  paid. 

If  there  is  no  alteration  in  the  present  state  of  things,  we  shall  probably 
be  able  to  pay  as  high  a  rate  of  interest  in  future.  I  do  not  think  we 
ever  paid  interest  above  3^  per  cent. 

I  cannot  state  the  amount  at  which  this  debt  was  valued  at  the  late 
Lord  Abercromby's  death,  but  I  believe  it  was  valued  at  less  than  the 
actual  amount. 

I  know  of  no  instance  in  which  any  of  these  debts  h^ve  been  bought  and 
sold.  The  matter  is  now  so  doubtful,  that  I  could  not  affix  any  value  to 
them. 
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County  The  greatest  traffic  on  this  road  is  on  the  part  from  Alloa  to  'nili- 

C\    k  ^^  coultrj.     There  is  not  much  traffic  passing  along  the  whole  road  continn- 

^^  '°*°°*°'  ouslj.    There  is  a  good  deal  of  traffic  from  Causewayhead  to  Dollar,  and 
J.  Moir,  Esq.  ^^om  Dollar  to  Tillicoultry. 

The  people  in  Clackmannanshire  would  like  to  see  tolls  abolished,  but 
they  would  not  like  an  assessment  laid  on  the  land,  which  they  think 
would  be  very  oppressive,  whilst  there  is  a  great  deal  of  traffic  from  dis- 
tilleries, collieries,  and  other  works. 
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No.  11.  Mr  Andrew  Jameson,  Sheriff-clerk,  Alloa,  Examined : — 

Andrew  ^  ^^  ^^^"^  ^  ^^^  Statute  Labour  Roads  in  the  county  of  Cladnnaiiim]], 

Jameson,  Esq.  and  I  am  also  clerk  of  supply  for  the  county.  The  statute  labour  is  com- 
muted under  an  Act  passed  in  1802  for  the  county  of  Clackmannan.  It 
iras  leviable  by  the  Act,  at  the  same  rate,  over  the  whole  county ;  but  it 
IS  now  levied  under  the  Lands  Valuation  Act,  at  separate  rates  fixed  by 
the  Sheriff  for  different  parishes.  The  result  of  this  is,  that  in  seme 
parishes  a  much  less  rate  is  payable  than  in  others. 

In  the  parish  of  Alloa,  the  rate  is      .         .         .        L.l 
„  Clackmannan,  ...  1 

„  Dollar,  ....  1 

„  Logic,      .....  1 

„  Tillicoultry,     ....  1 

There  is  also  a  rate  of  8s.  levied  on  horses,  but  the  assessment  on  house- 
holders was  given  up  in  consequence  of  the  discontent  produced  by  the 
attempt  to  levy  it.  There  is  nothing  now  assessed  but  agricultural  land, 
and  horses  not  used  in  agriculture ;  so  that  a  large  proportion,  at  least 
one>half  of  the  property  in  the  county,  escapes  the  assessment  altogether ; 
whilst  a  large  portion  of  that  property  which  so  escapes  contributes  prin- 
cipally to  the  wear  and  tear  of  the  roads.  The  proprietors  of  some  of  the 
laiger  works  voluntarily  contribute  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  roads. 
In  one  case,  the  Trusteed  allowed  L.l 4  to  a  road,  and  the  parties  inte- 
rested produced  to  me  vouchers,  showing  that  they  had  expended  more 
than  double  that  sum. 

If  these  parties  were  liable  in  statute  labour  money,  they  probably 
would  not  contribute  this  sum  voluntarily ;  but  many  others  contribute 
nothing,  whilst  they  use  the  roads  to  an  equal  amount. 

We  forced  the  Devon  Iron  Company  to  give  us  a  contribution  of  L.30 
per  annum,  or  2d.  per  cart,  by  allowing  a  portion  of  the  road  to  get  into 
such  bad  condition  that  they  were  unable  to  drive  their  carts  over  it. 
There  are  38  miles  of  statute  labour  roads  in  the  county,  viz. — 

Alloa,       ...  8^  miles. 

Clackmannan,  16|      „ 

Dollar,  .  5}      „ 

Logie^       ...  5        „ 

TiUicotiltry,      .        -  3        „ 

38    miles. 
The  whole  sum  levied  in  the  county  for  land  and  horses,  for  the  year 
1857,  was  L.502,  18s,  4d.     The  valuation  of  the  county,  in  1868,  was 
L.65,840,  exclusive  of  railways,  which,  I  think,  amount  to  nearly  L.4>000 
more. 

I  made  a  memorandum  in  1857,  in  which  I  calculated*  the  whole  ex- 
pense of  tlic  statute  labour  and  turnpike  roads  to  be  annually,  for  main- 
tenance, about  L.  1,600  per  annum;  6d.  per  £  on  the  present  rratal, 
(upon  which  there  has  been  an  increase),  would  yield  L.  1,750. 
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I  caJevlated  tliat,  accordmg  to  Lard  Elcho's  Bill,  ftn  assessment  would       Comty 
be  required  equal  to  Ii^95  on.  horses  of  all  kinds»  at  L.l  each,  and  a  nu^k^ 

rate  of  2]^.  per  £  on  the  rental  at  that  time.    Tliis  was  exclusive  of  any         M»nan. 

assessment  for  payment  of  the  debt  or  interest.  I  calculated  farther,  Andrew 
that  if  interest  were  to  be  paid,  and  also  a  portion  of  the  debt  paid  off,  Jameson,  Esq. 
80  as  to  extinguish  the  whole  debt  in  ten  years,  an  additional  assessment 
would  be  required  of  about  Is.  8d.  per  £,  but  on  a  large  amount  of  the 
debt  interest  is  now  only  payable  at  1  j  per  cent.  Since  the  above  cal- 
culation was  made,  the  BaQway  Gonmany  have  taken  nearly  L.  16,000  of 
the  debt,  for  which  they  are  not  entitled  to  any  interest  at  present. 

Our  statute  labour  roads  are  not  under  the  same  parties  who  manage  the 
turnpikes.  The  Gommissicmers  annually  appoint  committees  in  each 
parish,  who  lay  out  the  sum  collected  in  each  parish  within  that  parisih. 
There  is  no  general  surveyor  for  the  statute  labour  roads  ;  but  in  each 
parish  there  is  some  one  who  looks  after  the  application  of  the  money. 

There  has  been  no  bridge  money  collected  for  about  seven  years.  It  is 
collected  on  the  old  valned  rent. 

If  an  assessment  were  imposed  in  lien  of  tolls,  I  believe  that  few  per- 
sons would  be  losers,  and  many  would  be  gainers, — especially  the  principal 
merchants  and  manufiicturers.  I  consider  that  there  would  be  a  large 
saving  arising  from  our  getting  rid  of  the  great  expense  of  collecting  tolls. 
But  in  this  circulation  I  do  not  include  paying  off  toe  principal  of  the  debt. 
1  do  not  think  any  of  the  fEtrmers  would  object^  supposing  that  they  were 
not  called  upon  to  pay  more  than  halfl 

I  think  an  assessment  would  diffuse  itself  over  many  people  who  now 
escape  tolls  ahogether  and  pay  no  statute  labour. 


Thursday,  2lst  July  1859. 


HEHBEBS  PRESENT. 

WiUiam  Smythe,  Esq.         |         Right  Honble.  Sir  J.  McNeill 

D.  McLaren,  Esq, 

ME  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  III.  Robert  Mowbray^  Esq.,  Cambus,  Examined : — 

I  am  a  distiller  at  Gambus,  about  two  miles  from  Alloa.  We  have  a  Robert 
small  port  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  distUlery,  but  we  have  now  Mowbray,  Esq. 
also  the  railway,  on  which  there  is  a  station  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from 
^)  and  this  has  made  a  considerable  change  in  our  traffic,  as  we  now  send 
away  a  great  part  of  our  traffic  by  railway.  There  is  no  toll  either  be- 
tween us  and  the  port  or  between  the  works  and  the  railway.  We  also 
u»e  the  port  of  Alloa  for  some  of  our  larger  exportations  and  importations. 
There  is  a  toll  between  us  and  Alloa.  The  road  to  the  railway  station  is 
a  statute  labour  road.  It  is  in  the  parish  of  Alloa,  and  last  year  it  became 
so  bad,  that  we  were  obliged  to  contribute  to  the  maintenance  of  it,  the 
parish  funds  being  insufficient.  Another  distillery,  at  Glenochil,  uses  tlie 
same  road,  and  other  works  also  use  it.  Some  of  these  likewise  contri- 
buted. 1  believe  the  statute  labour  assessment  in  the  parish  is  at  the 
maximum.  I  wuuld  not  grudge  a  higher  assessment  if  the  roads  were 
made  better. 

I  have  land  also,  which  I  occupy  as  a  farm,  but  my  use  of  the  road  in 
rwpect  of  the  farm  is  not  nearly  so  great  as  in  respect  of  the  distillery, 
and  yet  I  pay  more  for  the  one  than  for  the  other. 
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County  I  am  also  connected  with  two  collieries.     These  I  consider  exceptional 

Clackm^  cases,  and  that  there  is  more  difficulty  in  dealing  with  them,  in  respect 

^°*"'  that  many  of  them  hare  private  railways  which  haye  been  made  at  their 

Robert       o^^  expense,  and  that  were  rental  to  be  made  the  basis  of  an  assessment 
Mowbray,  Esq.  for  maintaining  the  roads,  it  would  hardly  be  fair  to  assess  these  on  the 
same  footing  as  other  mines  and  works  which  are  dependant  entirelj  upon 
the  roads. 

With  r^ard  to  any  change,  in  the  first  place,  I  think  some  arrangement 
should  be  made  as  to  the  debt,  which  should  be  paid  off  by  an  assessment 
on  the  landlords,  spread  over  a  term  of  years  in  the  manner  of  the  Go- 
vernment Drainage  Loan.  I  do  not  see  that  there  would  be  any  hardship 
on  the  present  generation  of  proprietors  in  making  them  pay  for  the  con- 
straction  of  roads,  which  are  m  the  nature  of  a  permanent  improvement. 
If  this  burden  is  thrown  on  the  present  |;eneration,  the  next  one  will  pro- 
bMy  find  something  else  to  do  with  their  mohey. 

For  the  future  maintenance  and  repair  of  the  roads,  I  would  have  an 
assessment  on  lands  and  heritages  xmder  the  Valuation  Roll,  but  with 
dasfflfication.  As,  for  instance,  manufactories  and  works  ought,  in  my 
opinion,  to  pay  perhaps  double  of  lands  and  houses ;  but  an  exceptian 
would  require  to  be  made  in  regard  to  mines  which  have  private  raimays 
in  connection  with  them,  as  to  which  I  see  a  considerable  difficulty — and 
the  same  remark  would  apply  to  certain  large  manu&ctories  with  railways 
running  into  them.  My  first  impression  was  to  have  an  equal  assessment 
on  vM.  kinds  of  property,  but  in  working  it  out,  these  difficulties  in  regard 
to  certain  kinds  of  property  occurred  to  me.  The  expense  of  new  i^ads 
or  extensive  improvements  should  also,  I  think,  be  laid  on  the  proprietors, 
and  I  would  make  the  assessment  general  over  the  whole  county. 

For  maintenance,  I  would  levy  the  assessment  wholly  on  occiqiants, 
because  it  is  the  occupants  who  pay  for  the  roads  at  present. 

I  would  have  both  statute  labour  roads  and  turnpikes  consolidated 
under  one  managing  body. 

The  roads  in  Clackmannanshire  have  not  improved  much  in  m^  time. 

There  is  a  difficulty  in  placing  the  entire  control  in  the  Gommissionen 
of  Supply  of  the  county,  as  they  might  in  some  cases  be  apt  to  limit  luiduly 
the  expenditure  for  improvements  or  new  roads ;  and  I  have  an  idea  that 
it  mignt  be  advisable  to  have  some  public  officer  who,  in  extreme  cases, 
might  have  the  power  of  calling  upon  the  Commissioners  to  put  the  roads 
in  good  order,  but  he  should  not  be  entitled  to  interfere  except  upon  ap- 
plication made  by  a  certain  portion  of  the  county. 


NoteB  of  Emdeme.  213 


XI.  COUNTY  OF  STIRLING. 


Stirling^  Tuesday^  Sih  April  1859. 


IfElCBSBS  PRSSEHT. 

WHliAm  Smythe,  Esq.  |  Duncan  M^Lturen,  Esq. 

MR=  SMYTHE  IN  THE  OHAJR. 


\  DicJt,  Esq.,  ProTost  of  Stirling  ;  Andrew  Bchertwn^  Esq.,       ^ 
Master  of  Works,  there ;  and  WiOkm  GdLbraUh,  Esq.,  Town-devk,       ^^^^^ 


No- 1.  John 
Master  < 
there,  Examined : —  Stirling. 


The  streets  proper  in  the  mnnicipal  bnrgh  of  Stirling  are  maintained  J.  Dick,  Esq.; 
out  of  a  police  rate,  levied  on  the  inhabitants.  This  is  exclusive  of  ^'  Robert- 
statute  labour  and  turnpike  roads.  ^°'       Q^f 

Yards.        braitb  Esq 

The  streets  proper  extend  to  about 6129  ' 

Statute  labour  roads  within  the  royal  and  parliamentary  burgh,  5503 
Turnpike  roads  within  the  parliamentary  boundary,      .  9263 

M.  F.    Y. 
Total,        11    2    1)9 

The  turnpike  roads  belong  to  three  different  trusts.  The  Stirling  to 
Drymen  Bridge  Trust ;  the  Stirling  and  Linlithgow  Trust ;  and  the 
Kerse  Turnpike  Road  Trust.  The  police  assessment  has  hitherto  not 
exceeded  6d.  per  X,  which  is  levied  for  general  purposes ;  above  L.lOO 
was  last  year  expended  on  the  causeway  of  the  streets  proper  out  of  this 
fund.  It  may  be  mentioned,  however,  that  our  police  rate  will  be  much 
higher.     We  adopted  the  General  Police  Act  of  1850  in  October  1857. 

There  are  three  tolls  on  the  turnpikes  within  the  parliamentary  boun- 
dary. Two  of  them  belong  to  the  same  Trust,  viz.,  St.  Ninians  and  Kil- 
dean ;  these  are  on  opposite  sides  of  the  town,  but  payment  at  the  one 
bar  does  not  clear  the  other.  The  third  bar  is  the  Stirling  Port  and 
King's  Park  Check,  which  are  on  the  Stirling  and  Drymen  Bridge  Road. 
None  of  the  tolls  clear  the  others. 

These  tolls  are  felt  an  inconvenience  by  the  inhabitants  of  Stirling, 
more  especially  the  last  mentioned.  There  is  land  laid  out  in  gardens 
and  villas  outside  of  the.  toll,  and  the  inhabitants,  who  are  tenants  of 
these,  find  the  toll  rather  oppressive.  The  toll  is  exactly  on  the  muni- 
cipal boundary.  All  goods  coming  into  Stirling,  to  pass  through  the 
buigh,  pay  a  transit  toll,  which  is  commuted  at  1  s.  by  the  articles  of 
roup ;  but  in  practice,  by  an  arrangement  with  the  tacksman,  they  gene- 
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County       rally  pay  9d.     No  more  is  paid  by  goods  passing  thronsli  the  town  than 

.         ®f  by  those  merely  coming  into  it.    We  have  not  the  means  of  distinguishing 

Stirling.      between  what  are  properly  speaking  transit  dues,  and  those  paid  for  goods 

J  Dick,  Esq. ;  coming  into  town  ;  but  the  two  together  may  amount,  on  an  average,  to 

A.    Kobert^  about  L.640.    The  composition,  which  has  been  referred  to,  relates  to 

son,     Esq. ;  goods ;  minerals  are  charged  at  a  much  lower  rate,  about  Id.  a  ton ;  and 

K^' . .   JP     agricultural  produce  from  1  Jd.  to  2d.  per  quarter,  or  about  6d.  or  thereby 

braith,  Esq.  ^^j.  ^  ^j.^  ^^  victual.     All  horses  and  cattle,  which  come  into  the  town  or 

pass  through  it,  pay  Is.  8d.  a  score,  and  sheep  ^  of  a  penny  each. 

There  is  no  strong  feeling  in  the  town  of  Stirling,  or  the  surrounding 
country,  against  the  present  method  of  levying  the  tolls.  The  subject 
bas  been  discussed  at  agricnltaral  80cieties»  and  the  general  feeling  has 
been  to  acquiesce  in  the  present  state  of  things.  Lord  Elcho^s  Bill  was 
petitioned  against  by  the  Town  Council  of  S2rling«  one  of  the  principal 
grounds  being  that  the  roads  have  been  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  pro- 
prietors in  the  county,  and  that  it  appeared,  by  Lord  Elcho's  scheme, 
that  an  assessment  was  to  be  levied  in  the  burgh  to  pay  the  debt  that 
had  been  contracted  for  county  roads.  It  was  chiefly  with  reference  to 
the  debt  that  the  oppositiofn  was  manifested.  Supposing  that  the  debt 
were  othawise  provided  ibr,  the  inhabitants  of  the  burgh  would  be  less 
likely  to  object  to  an  assessment  for  keeping  the  roads  in  repair,  but 
much  w^ould  depend  on  the  eactent  of  the  rate.  If  the  whole  charge  of 
the  roads  within  the  parliamentary  boundaries  were  placed  under  the 
bnqgh  aotiiontfes  or  rate-pt^on,  and  toUs  abolished,  the  town  would  pn>- 
babiy  bo  willing  to  nwintom  tiwae  roads  by  an  asaessmcni  levied  within 
these  boundaries.  This  would  be  more  pleasing  to  the  rate-payers  gene- 
rally than  contributing  to  a  uniform  rate  over  the  whole  ootmty,  and, 
mi&a  a  separate  maugement,  would  be  more  advaBtageously  ocmdiicCed. 
Such  a  scheme  would  probably  meet  the  views  of  the  more  intdligent 
classes  of  the  community  in  Stirling.  We  objected  to  (he  provision  of 
Lord  Elcho's  Bill  which  abolished  town  customs.  We  have  L.1,600  a- 
year  of  customs,  out  of  which,  and  the  common  good  generally,  are  paid 
certain  ministers'  stipends,  schoolmasters'  salaries,  and  all  tiie  other  ex- 
penses of  the  burgh. 

There  was  no  assessment  for  municipal  purposes  before  the  police 
assessment,  except  water  rate.  The  prison  tax  is  paid  out  of  the 
common  good»  as  well  as  the  lighting  of  the  town ;  so  that,  except  water 
rate,  which  is  compulsory,  there  is  at  present  no  assessment  levied  for 
local  purposes  on  the  inhabitants^  of  the  burgh.  We  levy  no  statute 
labour  money  at  present  within  the  burgh,  and  have  not  done  so  for  a 
number  of  years.  The  special  Act  for  eonversion  of  statute  labour  in  the 
county  was  found  to  be  very  difficult  of  collection,  inasmuch  as  it  was  a 
sort  of  poll  tax  on  the  inhabitants,  and  was  very  grudgingly  paid.  And 
in  order  to  get  rid  of  that,  the  Magistrates  and  Town  Council  entered 
into  an  arrangement  with  the  Trustees  of  the  district,  under  which  L^ 
was  to  be  paid  in  lieu  of  the  statute  labour  leviable  from  the  inhaUtaats ; 
but  there  is  still  an  assessment  leviable  for  ploughgates  and  for  hones 
kept.  Of  this  L.80,  there  is  paid  out  of  the  common  good  L.GO,  and  the 
remainder  bv  certain  hospitals  and  others  in  respect  of  the  inhabitants  e£ 
lands  feued  oy  them.  This  money  goes  to  the  general  fimds  of  the  dis- 
trict, the  Trustees  of  which  maintain  the  roads  out  of  it,  and  part  of 
these  are  within  the  parliamentair  boundai^  of  the  town. 

We  receive  from  tne  Scottish  Central  Rtolway  a  sum  of  L.000  annu- 
ally, which  was  agreed  upon  to  be  paid  in  lieu  of  customs  dues  for  goods 
entering,  passuig  through,  or  leaving  the  town  by  the  railway.  The  Star- 
fing  and  Dunfermline  Raflway  pay  us  L.300  for  goods  entering  the  town ; 
and  the  Forth  and  Clyde  Railway  pay  certain  rates  on  goods,  which  last 
year  may  have  amounted  in  all  to  about  L.70. 
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Previous  to  the  opening  of  the  Scottish  Central  Railway,  our  revenue  County 
was  very  much  what  it  is  at  present.  These  dues  are  paid,  in  one  in-  stirlfaig. 
stance,  at  a  point  beyond  the  royalty  of  the  burgh.  ...^ 

Mr  Galbraith,  From  my  own  knowledge,  the  people  in  the  county  J.  Dick,  Esq. ; 
about  Stirling  have  a  great  aversion  to  tolls ;  they  will  go  round  any  dis-  ^-  Hobert- 
tance  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  payment  of  2d.  or  3d.  for  toll.  It  has  ^^  ^%j' 
been  proposed  to  give  powers  to  Turnpike  Trustees  to  make  all  statute  |,riith  Esq  " 
labour  roads  turnpike,  and  I  know  that  such  a  measure  would  be  very  ' 

distasteful.  I  think  the  feeling  to  Avhich  I  have  referred  is  so  strong, 
tbat  parties  would  prefer  any  fair  and  equitable  mode  of  maintaining  the 
roads  by  assessment,  rather  than  continue  the  present  system.  I  would 
think  that  the  fairest  plan,  but  for  existing  leases,  would  be  to  lay  the 
assessment  on  proprietors,  but  the  existence  of  leases  would  lead  me  to 
modify  this  statement  a  little  during  their  currency.  I  think  the  assess- 
ment would  be  more  easily  and  less  expensively  collected,  if  levied  on 
proprietors.  It  would  be  a  great  relief  to  occuoants  certainly,  if  the 
'vrhole  burden,  which  now  rests  on  them,  were  thrown  on  the  owners. 
Occupants  at  present  contribute  by  tolls,  not  only  to  the  maintenance  of 
the  roads,  but  also  in  part  to  payment  of  the  original  cost  of  making 
these  roads. 

1  think  it  would  be  just  that  occupants  should  have  a  share  in  the 
management  of  the  roads,  if  they  paid  a  part  of  the  assessment. 


No.  II.  John  Dick  M<xtMe,  Esq..  Writer,  Stirling,  Examined:— 

/' 
I  am  derk  to  the  turnpike  road  from  Linlithgow  Brithe  to  Stirling,      j^f^^  jy 
and  I  am  also  clerk  to  the  Mh  or  Stirling  District  of  Statute  Labour  Boadt.  Mathie,  Esq. 

The  Act  under  which  the  Linlithgow  Bridge  to  Stirling  Trust  is  consti- 
tuted was  passed  on  14th  ^lay  1829.  It  was  under  tnis  Act  that  the 
New  Bridge  of  Stirling  was  built,  and  the  thoroughfare  improved  through 
the  town.  There  are  44  miles  of  road  under  the  Trust.  This  was  part 
of  the  Great  Road  from  Stirling  to  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow.  There  are 
-eight  principal  tolls,  besides  checks.  These  are  all  let  by  public  roup. 
The  revenue  for  the  year  1866-67  was,  .  L.3,100  0  0 
„  „      1857-58,        .         .  3,008  ^  0     0 

The  expenditure  on  maintenance  and  management  (exclusive  of  inte- 
Tcst  on  debt)  was, 

In  1866-57, L.1,266     3  11 

Surveyor  and  Clerk, 230    0    0 

L.  1,496    3  11 

And  for  1857-6S, Ll,602  12    4 

The  income  fell  nearly  one  half  at  the  opening  of  the  Scottish  Central 
Railway.  The  average  amount  of  the  tolls,  for  the  three  years  before  the 
opening,  was  L.6,138,  and  for  the  three  years  afler  the  opening,  L.3,243, 
17s.  8d.  The  average  cost  of  maintaining  the  road  for  the  tnree  years 
previous  to  the  opening,  was  L.2,196,  3s.  4d.,  and  for  the  three  years  afler 
the  opening,  L.  1,503,  6s.  9d.  From  this  it  appears,  that  the  expense  of 
maintenance  did  not  decrease  in  proportion  to  our  diminished  revenue, 
but  it  has  been  gradually  going  down  every  year  since.  During  the  last 
few  years  our  revenue  has  been  pretty  stationary.  We  have  an  excellent 
local  Trustee  in  Mr  Murray  of  rolmaise,  who  overlooks  all  the  accounts, 
and  takes  care  that  there  is  no  unnecessary  expenditure. 
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Conuty 

of 
Stirling:. 

JohnD. 
Mathie,  Esq. 


The  debt  at  Whitsunday  18i>8  was, 
Whereof  guaranteed    by  Trustees 
personalljr,         .... 
Held  on  assignation  to  toll  duties, 
The  Scottish  Central  and  Edinburgh 
and  Glasgow  Railways  are  post- 
poned creditors  for    . 


L.  10,587 
2,050 


10 
0 


L.24,137  10    0 

0 
0 


11,500    0     0 


-L.24,137  10    0 


On  which  they  received  interest  regularly  at  4  per  cent. 
The  Forth  and  Clyde  Railway  Company  agreed  to  pay  us  L.2,000,  on 


which  they  were  to  receive  4  per  cent,  interest,  but  we  have  not  yet 
ceived  the  money.  In  1836,  our  debt  amounted  lo  L. 40,000.  We  ex- 
pect to  pay  off  L.1,500  more  of  our  debt  at  Whitsunday  next.  In  re- 
ceiving compensation  from  the  railways,  it  was  conditioned  that  tlie 
money  should  go  to  payment  of  the  debts  guaranteed  by  the  Trustees. 
Of  the  sum  of  L.40,960,  upwards  of  L.38,000  was  secured  by  the  per- 
sonal guarantee  of  Trustees.  In  paying  off  the  bonds  personally  secured, 
we  have  ^one  on  the  principle  of  taking  them  in  the  order  of  their  date, 
those  which  were  first  contracted  being  paid  off  first  p  but  in  the  case  of 
the  large  receipts  from  the  Railway  Companies,  they  were  applied  over 
the  whole  debts  pro  rata.  Except  bv  the  relief  obtained  to  the  gentle- 
men who  were  personally  bound,  we  have  not  benefited  by  the  payments 
from  the  railways,  as  they  continue  creditors  for  the  amount ;  we  have 
always  paid  4  per  cent,  interest.  The  security  is  considered  a  good  one, 
and  we  have  hardly  ever  had  any  of  the-  bonds  called  up.  Some  oi'  them 
have  stood  for  thirty  years.  The  road  has  always  been  well  kept,  and  is 
now  in  good  order. 

The  Stirlingshire  Statute  Labour  Act  is  50  Geo.  III.  (1810).  Under 
that  Act  the  county  is  divided  into  nine  districts. 

The  4th  District  comprehends  the  parishes  of  Stirling,  St  Ninians, 
Gargunnock,  and  Kippen,  and  embraces  50  miles  of  roads.  We  levy 
L.l,  15s.  on  every  ploughgate  of  50  acres,  or  upon  each  L.  100  of  rent, 
in  the  option  of  the  proprietor;  and  we  find  they  generally  take  the 
ploughgate,  our  land  being  generally  let  high.  We  have  also  7s.  6d.  for 
each  carter's  horse ;  and  the  Act  authorises  &s  high  us  3s.  for  each  house- 
holder, but  we  have  never  gone  beyond  2s.  We  find  difficulty  iu  collect- 
ing this  2s.  in  St.  Ninians.  The  same  sum  is  pa^^able  by  a  householder, 
whether  he  is  rich  or  poor ;  and  the  assessment  is  generally  remitted  to 
poor  persons  who  are  unable  to  pay. 

The  statute  labour  assessment  in  these  parishes  is  not  grudged,  although 
it  does  not  fall  equally  according  to  the  real  rent. 

We  have  a  regular  surveyor,  and  the  money  levied  in  eaeh  parish  is  not 
exclusively  applied  within  that  parish,  but  goes  to  the  roads  of  the  whole 
district. 

I  think  a  system  of  assessment,  according  to  the  Valuation  Roll,  would, 
upon  the  whole,  be  simpler  and  fairer  than  the  present  mode  of  levying  it. 

I  cannot  say  that  the  traffic  on  our  statute  labour  roads  has  increased 
of  late  years.  It  must  have  increased  on  roads  leading  to  railway  sta- 
tions, of  which  there  is  one  in  Kippen  and  one  in  Gaxgunnock. 

I  collect  the  statute  labour  money.  We  assess  the  railway  con^pfUDies, 
by  calculating  how  many  ploughgates  of  land  are  in  the  portion  of  line 
within  our  boundaries,  and  the  different  companies  have  always  added 
something  to  the  amount  so  charged.  The  statute  labour  assessment 
is  paid  entirely  by  the  occupants.  The  poundage  i'or  collection  is  five 
per  cent,  on  the  sum  collected,  besides  five  guineas  to  the  clerk,  and  L.25 
to  the  surveyor.  The  statute  labour  roads  arc  not  under  the  same  surveyor 
as  our  turnpike  roads.  Mr  T.  T.  MitchelJ,  Perth,  is  surveyor  for  most  of 
the  statute  labour  roads  in  the  county.   I  should  think  it  would  save  expense 
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to  have  the  turnpike  and  statute  labour  roads  under  the  same  surveyor,  as  County 

many  of  the  turnpike  roads  go  through  the  statute  labour  district.  „  .  ^f 

On  the  Avhole,  I  consider  the  present  system  gives  satisfaction.     We  L^' 

have  good  roads,  and  they  are  kept  at  no  great  expense.    I  am  not  aware  John  D. 

of  any  feeling  in  the  neighbourhood  in  favour  of  the  abolition  of  tolls.  Muthle,  Esq. 


No.  III.  Mr  Jamts  Hart,  Vintner,  Stirling,  Examined  : — 

The  subject  of  the  abolition  of  tolls  has  been  spoken  of  in  the  town.  I  Mr  J.  Hart, 
occupy  a  farm  in  the  parish  of  St  Ninians,  on  which  I  have  six  horses.  I 
drive  nearly  the  whole  of  my  produce  into  Stirling,  and  a  very  considerable 
amount  of  manure  is  driven  back.  I  pay  thus  in  toUs  about  L.  10  per  annum 
for  my  farm,  including  my  personal  tolls ;  and  besides  this,  I  pay  of  statute 
labour  L.2,  3s.  My  rent  is  only  L.115,  but  the  value  of  the  farm  is  pro- 
bably more  now,  as  I  have  considerably  improved  it.  Any  assessment  that 
might  be  laid  on  in  lieu  of  tolls  would  be  a  relief  to  me,  situated  as  I  am 
at  present.  If  an  alteration  were  to  take  place,  I  consider  that  it  would 
affect  some  of  mv  neighbours  injuriously.  I  only  know  one  other  case 
besides  my  own  m  wMch  an  assessment  would  be  a  relief.  There  are 
farmers  who  pay  L.600  of  rent,  who  do  not  use  the  roads  so  much  as  I  do. 

The  general  feeling  throughout  the  county  is,  that  if  any  tax  were  im- 
posed as  a  substitute  for  tolls,  it  should  be  an  assessment  on  horses,  and  I 
do  not  believe  that  the  farmers  contemplate  any  assessment  upon  the  land, 
to  which,  1  think,  they  would  undoubtedly  object.  My  impression  is,  that 
they  do  not  look  unfavourably  on  an  assessment  on  horses,  because  they 
think  it  would  press  less  severely  on  them  than  the  present  system. 

I  cannot  see  any  other  plan  more  equitable  than  the  present  for  keeping 
up  the  roads — ^by  which  parties  using  the  roads  pay  for  them.  No  system 
can  be  without  its  faults.  I  know  parties  who  use  the  roads  a  great  deal, 
and  pay  no  toll.  The  tolls  paid,  moreover,  are  not  proportioned  in  all 
cases  to  the  tear  and  wear  caused  by  the  use  of  the  road — gigs  paying 
more,  for  instance,  than  heavy  carts.  Where  tolls  are  let  at  small  suras, 
the  expense  of  collection  must  be  heavy ;  but  in  such  cases  the  house  and 
garden  are  frequently  looked  to  as  a  consideration,  and  the  toll-keeper  is 
satisfied  with  a  small  amount  of  remuneration.  In  many  instances  the 
toll  is  taken  by  the  wife,  and  the  man  has  other  employment. 


No.  IV.  Jamei  Manteath^  Esq.,  Writer,  Stbrling,  Examined  :— 

I  am  clerk  to  the  turnpike  road  from  Orossmuirhead  to  Higginsneuky      J.  Mon- 
and  also  to  the  tt>ad  from  Redraw  to  PeathiU.    These  roads  are  both    teath,  Esq. 
under  the  same  Act,  which  is  dated  1827,  and  the  Trustees  are  the  same 
for  both,  though  the  accounts  are  kept  separately. 

The  CroBsmuirkead  and  Higginmeuk  Boad  extends  to  five  miles. 
There  is  only  one  toll — at  Higginsneuk  Ferry — which  is  collected  by  the 
Trustees.    The  revenue  was — 

For  the  year  1866-57, L.43  13    6 

„         1867-68,  .         .         .         .  22  16     0 

I  cannot  assign  any  special  cause  for  the  difference  between  these  two 
sums,  but  the  revenue  depends  a  good  deal  on  the  Falkirk  Trysts.  We 
pay  23.  6d.  per  week  for  collecting  the  toll.    The  expenditure  was — 

For  the  year  1850.67, L.60  13    3J 

„         1857-58, 39    1     0 

The  revenue  was  considerable  before  the  railway  opened,  so  that  the 
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Coantj      Trustees  were  able  to  accumulate  money  in  the  bank.    The  amount  of  the 

.  ^f  balance  of  the  bank  books  in  December  last,  including  interest  to  that 

StirhDg.      Ci^ij^^  ^7as  L.220,  2s.  4d.     Since  the  railways  opened  the  road  has  become 

J.  Mon*      ^'^^/  much  in  the  nature  of  a  statute  labour  road,  and  we  get  L.IO  per 

teatb,  Esq.    annum  from  the  8th  or  Carron  District  of  Statute  Labour  Road  Trustees 

for  maintaining  it,  because  the  tolls  fall  short.     The  Statute  Labour 

Trustees  are  authorised  under  their  Act  to  make  such  an  application  of 

the  funds.     There  is  very  little  local  traffic  at  this  toll — it  is  paid  bj 

strangers  going  to  Dunfermline,  or  coming  to  the  train  at  Larbert. 

The  Bedrow  and  Peathill  Road  extends  to- 12  miles  2  fur.,  and  we  have 
two  principal  tolls  on  it,  which  are  jet. 

The  revenue  was — 
For  the  year  1S56-57,       ...                 .     L.889  15     4 
„  1857-68, 824  12     6 

This  road  has  suffered  considerably  both  by  the  Scottish  Central  Rail- 
way and  the  branch  to  Denny.  We  got  from  the  Scottish  Central 
L.2,000,  for  which  they  are  postponed  creditors.  Since  the  opening"  of  the 
Denny  branch  of  the  Scottish  Central  Railway,  our  revenue  has  diminished 
by  nearly  one-half,  and  we  anticipate  a  further  reduction.  We  expect 
next  year  there  will  be  a  reduction  in  the  expenditure,  but  the  surveyor 
reports  that  for  the  present  year  there  will  be  no  reduction.  The  revenue 
will  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  expenses  of  repair  and  management,  but  will 
not  leave  much  for  mterest  of  debt. 

The  real  debt  of  the  Trust  is        ....     L.  12,699  17    4 

The  debt  on  which  interest  is  paid  to  the  creditors  is        9,825    7    8 

No  interest  is  paid  to  the  Scottish  Central  Railway  on  the  L.2,000^  but 
the  agreement  is  that,  when  our  revenue  is  sufficient  to  pay  more  than  4 
per  cent,  on  a  debt  of  L.  11,825,  7s.  8d.,  the  company  should  then  receive 
interest.     Upon  the  balance  of  L.874,  9s.  8d.  no  interest  is  payable. 

The  creditors  now  are  some  of  the  Trustees  or  their  representatives. 
The  money  was  originally  advanced  by  the  Trustees  in  part,  and  partir  by 
loans  on  their  personal  security.  These  loans  have  been  since  paid  oif  by 
the  Trustees  who  were  personally  responsible,  for  which  sums,  along  with 
their  previous  advances,  the  Trustees  are  now  creditors.  I  am  not  aware 
of  any  of  these  debts  having  been  sold  in  the  market.  I  would  not  con- 
sider them  worth  ihuch  if  brought  to  sale.  Hitherto  we  have  paid  interest 
at  2^,  3,  S^f  and  4  per  cent.,  according  to  our  revenue.  Next  y^r  I  am 
afraid  we  shall  not  be  able  to  pay  any  interest  at  all.  I  consider  a  fair 
mode  of  valuing  these  debts  would  be  to  inquire  what  they  would  sell  for 
in  the  market.  The  road  lias  certainly  benefited  the  properties  of  those 
who  contributed,  but  not  to  the  extent  of  their  advances. 

The  tolls  about  Stirling  are  heavy  and  frequent.  Coming  from  St 
Ninians  to  Bridge  of  Allan,  you  would  have  three  to  pay  within  a  distance 
oi  four  miles.  The  tlirough  toll  levied  by  the  burgh  is  much  com- 
plained of. 


No.  y.  John  WilMn,  Esq.,  Bannoekburn,  Examined  :--* 

J.  Wilson  Esq.  I  a^m  a  Road  Trustee,  but  have  not  attended  the  meetings.  I  hare  a 
good  deal  of  traffic  connected  with  my  business  on  the  roads.  We  do  not, 
however,  pay  much  in  tolls,  as  we  have  a  railway  station  and  coal-pits 
within  tolls.  The  roads  we  use  for  conveying  our  goods  to  the  railway,  and 
coals  to  the  works,  are  partly  turnpike,  partly  statute  labour,  and  partly 
private.  I  am  not  aware  that  there  was  ever  any  idea  of  intercepting  our 
traffic  by  placing  a  toll  between  the  station  and  coal-pit&  The  nearest  toll- 
bar  to  the  village  of  Bannoekburn  is  at  St  Ninians,  one  mile  distant*  and 
the  other  is  five  miles  distant.    A  good  deal  of  the  coala  from  the  pits  are 
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sent  bj  the  railvaj  to  the  north.    The  immediate  neighbourhood  is  sup-       County 
pKed  most^  firom  the  coal-hill.     Two  of  the  coal-pits  have  sidings  to  the         .  ^f 
railway,  so  that  the  use  of  the  road,  so  far  as  the  export  trade  is  con-      Stirling. 
cemedy  is  small.     It  is  confined  to  Stirling  and  the  neighbourhood.     The  j  ^iison,  Esq. 
railway  is  about  one  mile  from  our  works. 

I  am  very  little  assessed  personally  for  the  statute  labour  rate,  but  ray 
tenants  are  assessed.  There  is  no  special  assessment  on  manufactories, 
but  I  pay  for  the  horses  I  keep. 

Supposing  tolls  were  abolished,  I  have  not  considered  as  to  any  proper 
substitute,  not  being  aware  what  rate  of  assessment  would  be  required. 

The  turnpike  roads  are  now  better  kept  than  they  were  many  years  ago. 
This  is  probably  owing  partly  to  the  decrease  of  traffic  on  them,  and  an 
improved  system.  Some  of  the  statute  labour  roads  are  in  a  bad  condi- 
tion, and  this  may  partly  arise  from  defects  in  the  management,  or  from 
a  shortcoming  in  the  funds.  In  two  of  the  districts  in  which  1  have  pro- 
perty there  is  no  surveyor.  The  funds  are  collected,  and  the  amount  is 
not  expended  at  the  sight  of  a  common  surveyor,  but  the  money  is  allo- 
cated to  certain  individuals  at  the  general  meetings,  to  lay  out  on  the  roads. 
It  is  not  so  well  administered  as  when  there  is  a  regular  surveyor  and  a 
regular  management.  In  the  parish  of  Kilsyth  there  are  great  com- 
plaints as  to  the  state  of  the  statute  labour  roads. 

If  an  assessment  were  laid  on  the  real  rent,  according  to  the  Valuation 
Roll,  icft  upholding  the  statute  labour  roads,  I  think  it  would  be  a  more 
equitable  mode  of  providing  funds  than  the  present. 

We  have  had  to  pay  a  good  deal  of  customs  dues  to  the  town  of  Stirling 
before  the  railway  was  opened.  Ooods  passing  throf^  the  town  had  to 
pay  these,  and  if  exacted  to  the  full  extent,  they  were  calculated  to  prove 
injurious  to  commerce,  and  caused  many  heartbnmings.  The  cattle  of 
Aberdeenshire,  and  the  cottons  of  Manchester,  have  to  pay  these  dues  for 
support  of  the  municipal  revenues  of  Stiriing. 

I  think  that  any  change  which,  by  means  of  a  local  assessment,  should 
raise  funds  for  the  maintenance  of  the  roads,  wonld  not  operate  so  fairly 
in  this  county  as  in  some  others.  We  have  a  number  of  strangers  in  this 
county — at  Bridge  of  Allan  and  elsewhere — whose  present  contributions 
to  tolls  would,  under  an  assessment,  be  lost.  Assessments  are  not  liked, 
even  where  tolls  are  heavy. 


Ko.  TI.  Thomas  Liston,  Esq.,  Writer,  Falkirk,  Examined : — 

I  am  cleric  to  the  7ih  or  Polmont  Dittrict  of  Statute  Lahowr  Roads  in  T.  Liston,  Esq. 
Stirlingshire.  The  district  comprehends  the  parishes  of  Polmont  and 
Muravonside.  These  roads  extend  to  40  miles  4  furlongs.  I  am  also 
collector  of  statute  labour  money  in  the  district.  We  have  no  surveyor. 
The  Trustees  allot  the  district  among  themselves,  and  take  charge  of  the 
roads  in  their  several  neighbourhoods.  Only  one  annual  general  meeting 
is  held,  when  the  money  is  allocated  by  the  Trustees.  The  money  is  paid 
orer  to  these  parties,  who  expend  it  in  the  way  they  think  best  for  the 
voads.  This  plan  satisfies  the  farmers  and  others  interested  in  the  roads, 
but  there  are  complaints  that  the  roads  are  not  so  well  kept  as  they  should 
be,  for  want  of  funds.  At  one  time  the  money  was  laid  out  at  the  sight 
of  a  person  of  sidll,  but  the  Trustees  altered  the  mode,  in  consequence  of 
finding  that  the  change  was  not  for  the  better. 

We  raise  L.3  per  ploughgate  of  50  acres,  or  L.lOO  of  rent,  12s.  for  each 
^Mxrse  kept  for  hire,  and  28.  on  householders.  A  great  deal  of  the  assess- 
nient  on  householders  is  not  recovered,  owing  to  the  difliculty  felt  in  col- 
lecting it.  We  have  many  villas  in  the  neighbourhood,  the  proprietors  of 
which  pay  only  2s.  for  their  houses,  the  same  as  a  poor  man.    I  think  it 
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Couuty      would  be  more  equitable  if  the  mouey  were  nused  by  assessment  on  the 

.  **f  rent  under  the  Valuation  Roll.     The  tenants  in  the  Polmont  District  pay 

Stirling.      j^^2  £^j.  every  L.lOO  of  rent,  except  in  a  few  cases  in  the  Carse.     I  think 

T.  Liston,  Esq.  ^^^  Trustees  have  the  option  of  adopting  the  assessment  either  on  plongh- 

gates  or  rent,  and  also  the  power  to  charge  on  the  full  rent. 


SHrlinff,  Wednesdc^,  eth  April  1859. 


IfEMBBBS  FRBSENT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.         |         Duncan  McLaren,  Esq. 
MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  VII.  Robert  Campbell,  Esq.,  Writer,  Stirling,  Examined  : — 

Robert  ^  ^^  general  clerk  to  the  Statute  Labour  Road  Trustees  of  the  county 

Campbell,  Esq.  of  Stirling,  and  clerk  and  collector  for  the  (Uh  or  Logic  District,  I  am 
also  clerk  of  supply  of  the  county. 

The  Logie  JDistrict  comprises  the  parishes  of  Lecropt  and  Logie,  so  far 
as  in  the  county  of  Stirling.  The  roads  iu  the  district  extend  to  16  miles, 
and  the  assessment  in  Logie  is  48s.,  and  in  Lecropt  50s.,  per  ploughgate. 
Tiie  roads  in  the  Lecropt  District  are  all  on  the  property  of  one  indivi- 
dual, and  the  a.ssessmeut  in  the  parish,  amounting  to  L.24,  Is.  Id.,  is 
collected  and  spent  witliin  the  parish,  besides  a  small  allocation  from 
Logie  parish  to  Lecropt.  There  are  only  4  miles  of  road  in  Lecropt. 
There  is  an  overseer  in  Logie  parish — Mr  Anderson — who  has  also  cbat^e 
of  the  turnpike  roads.  The  money  is  collected  by  me,  and  he  draws  upon 
me  for  what  he  requires.  The  funds  are  generally  sufficient  to  meet  the 
expenditure,  and  the  revenue  and  expenditure  have  been  much  the  same 
for  a  number  of  years.  My  salary,  as  clerk  and  collector,  is  two  guineas 
per  annum.     The  overseer  in  Logie  has  L.8  per  annum. 

The  Bridge  Moneyf  in  Stirlingshire,  is  collected  by  me  on  the  old  valued 
rent.  It  is  lOd.  per  L.lOO  Scots  on  the  valued  rents,  prodtxcilig  hAo^ 
4s.  2d.,  besides  2s.  6d.  per  L.lOO  Scots  in  the  8th  or  Falkirk  Distfiet, 
which  realises  L.32, 6s.,  which  is  all  assessed  and  expended  in  th0  district. 
The  Justices  allocate  the  L.45,  4s.  2d.  upon  applications  made  by  the 
several  districts,  in  such  sums  as  they  deem  proper.  The  expense  of  col- 
lection and  assessment  of  the  L.45,  4s.  2d.  is  only  three  guineas.  It  is 
collected  with  the  other  county  assessments. 

The  statute  labour  roads  in  the  Logie  District  are  in  ptettj  good 
order. 

I  do  not  think  the  tolls  are  felt  to  be  a  great  burden  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Stirling. 

I  see  no  good  reason  why  the  turnpikes  and  statute  labour  roads  should 
be  under  separate  management.  I  think,  under  the  present  system,  the 
statute  labour  assessment,  in  my  district,  falls  pretty  equally  on  the 
tenants,  according  to  the  real  rent  of  their  lands.  Upon  the  whole,  ve 
do  not  find  much  difficulty  in  raising  the  assessment  from  householders, 
but  I  consider  this  assessment  unequal,  as  the  same  sum  is  chargeable 
on  all  classes. 


No.  VIII.  William  HamUton  Barm,  Esq.,  writer,  Falkirk^  Examined  :-^ 

William  H.        I  am  clerk  to  the  Zd  or  Denny  District  of  statute  labour  roads  in  Stir- 
Burns,  Esq.    lingshire,  and  also  to  the  Sih  or  Carron  District. 
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The  Denny  District  comprises  the  parish  of  Denny,  and  parts  of  the       County 
parishes  of  Dunipace,  St  Ninians,  and  Falkirk.    There  are  about  61  miles  *jf 

of  statute  labour  roads  in  the  district.  There  is  no  general  surveyor.  The  "^  '"^' 
district  is  parcelled  out  into  divisions,  and  there  are  certain  persons  in  each  WiiUam  H. 
division  who  take  charge  of  the  roads  within  them.  They  are  either  Barns,  Esq. 
tenants,  or  factors,  or  persons  connected  with  estates.  They  collect  the 
mone^  and  expend  it,  and  their  accounts  are  rendered  yearly  to  the 
District  Meeting.  In  Denny  there  is  a  committee  who  employ  a' man  to 
collect  the  statute  labour  money,  for  which  he  receives  a  sum  of  L.4  per 
annum.  I  have  a  general  salary  as  clerk  in  Denny  of  L.6.  There  is 
L.2,  8s.  6d.  paid  to  Mr  Campbell,  as  general  clerk  for  the  county.  I  con- 
sider that  the  money  is  properly  expended.  The  whole  sum  to  be  expended 
is  so  small,  that  a  surveyor's  salaiy  would  run  away  with  a  large  portion  of 
it,  and  it  would  not  be  made  to  go  so  far  as  it  does  at  present.  I  am  not 
aware  that  the  recent  opening  of  the  railway  to  Denny  has  caused  any 
greater  traffic  on  the  statute  labour  roads.  Tne  station  is  on  the  turnpike 
road.  On  many  of  the  statute  labour  roads  in  the  district  there  is  a  great 
deal  of  traffic,  and  the  cost  of  these  per  mile  is  much  greater  than  that  of 
others.  The  sums  allocated  in  different  years  are  generally  much  about 
the  same. 

In  the  Carron  District  there  are  72 J  miles  of  road  or  thereby.  It  com- 
prises the  parishes  of  Larbert,  Airth,  the  greater  part  of  Falkirk,  and 
parts  of  Dunipace  and  St  Ninians.  The  rate  per  ploughgate  is  higher  in 
the  Carron  than  in  the  Denny  District.  It  is  L.3  per  ploughgate.  The 
roads  are  more  expensive  to  keep  up  in  that  district.  The  sum  levied  in 
Carron  is  about  L.860  yearly. 

There  are  a  number  of  minerals  in  the  district,  coal  and  iron  works, 
which  cause  a  jpreat  traffic,  and  increase  the  expense  of  the  roads.  The 
average  cost  of  the  roads  is  about  L.12  per  mile.  These  coal  and  irbn 
works  are  not  assessed  as  such,  but  only  on  the  horses  they  keep,  and  the 
lands  th  ey  occupy.  I  have  heard  no  complaints  among  the  tenants  in  re- 
gard to  the  assessment  the^  have  to  pay  The  railways  have  not  carried 
off  any  of  the  heavy  traffic  in  the  Falkirk  District — they  have  rather  added 
to  it.  The  cartage  from  the  coal  and  iron  works  to  the  nearest  station  is 
generally  upon  statute  labour  roads.  The  result  of  the  present  system  is, 
that  the  high-rented  land  pays  less  statute  labour  money,  in  proportion  to 
the  rent,  than  the  low-rented  land.  There  is  a  sum  of  L.IO  per  annum 
given  to  the  Hig|;insneuk  Fenr  Road.  This  is  done  under  the  power  of  the 
Act.  The  principal  thoroughfares  in  the  town  of  Falkirk  are  maintained 
oat  of  the  statute  labour  money.  In  the  Falkirk  Division  the  money  is 
expended  by  a  committee  of  Trustees.  Thefeuars  in  Falkirk  have  a  fund 
of  their  own  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  their  streets  and  other  public  pur- 
poses. There  is  at  present  an  application  for  a  Special  Act  of  Parliament 
for  Falkirk ;  but  there  are  no  special  provisions  as  to  the  streets  and  roads 
of  the  burgh.  The  turnpike  road  from  Stirling  to  Linlithgow  passes 
through  the  town.  It  is  causewayed  and  kept  up  by  the  feuars,  who,  under 
an  arrangement,  receive  a  certain  allowance  annually  from  the  Road 
Trustees.  The  Feuars*  Fund  was  created  by  a  division  of  a  common  to 
which  the  feuars  had  right.  It  was  divided,  and  so  many  acres  were 
allotted  to  the  feuars.  These  are  let,  and  the  rents  form  the  fund,  together 
with  certain  customs,  which  formerly  belonged  to  the  superior.  Altogether 
it  may  amount  to  above  L.150,  which  is  applicable  to  general  purposes  for 
the  benefit  of  the  town.  The  people  in  Falkirk  pay,  as  householders,  2s. 
each,  which  yields  a  fund,  from  that  part  of  the  town  which  I  collect,  of 
about  L.70j  which  includes  rates  from  horses.  It  would  be  fairer  if  the 
assessment  were  proportioned  in  some  derree  to  the  value  of  the  house, 
instead  of  the  same  sum  being  levied  on  all  classes.  There  is  such  a  lar;;e 
debt  that  tiie  sum  levied  is  not  sufficient  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the 
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County      roads.     The  debt  at  present  amounts  to  about  L.l,600.    It  is  due  to  the 

.  ^l  Oarron  Ck>mpanj,  and  has  been  contracted  entirely  in  that  dirision  of  the 

Stirling.      ^strict  which  is  under  the  control  of  the  Carron  Company,  and  which 

William  B.     embraces  the  northern  portion  of  the  ton^n  of  Falkirk.    No  interest  has 

Borns,  Exq.    ever  been  charged  on  the  debt.     The  company  seem  to  advance  money 

just  as  it  is  required  by  the  necessities  of  the  district.    The  balance  of 

debt  always  appears  in  the  annual  accounts. 

Mr  Dawson,  the  manager  of  the  Carron  Company,  takes  the  principal 
charge  of  that  division,  and  sees  the  money  laid  out,  which  he  advances 
from  the  company's  funds  if  the  assessment  is  not  sufficient. 

The  roads  are  principally  used  by  the  Carron  Company,  and  they  have 
a  greater  interest  in  toe  roads  tlian  any  other  single  party.  The  road 
from  Falkirk  to  Carron  is  much  used  by  the  public,  and  there  are  other 
works  on  the  line  of  it. 


No.  IX.  ThomoB  lAtU^okn  GcUbraith^  Esq.,  Examined : — 

Thomas  L.        I  am  joint  town  clerk  of  the  town  of  Stirling,  to  which  office  I  w 
Galbraitb,  Esq.  appointed  a  year  ago.     I  am  also  clerk  to  the  Denn^  to  Fintry  Tumpikt^ 
and  the  Stirling  to  Drymen  Turnpike.    The  existing  Act  for  these  Koad 
Trusts  was  passed  in  1827,  but  the  accounts  of  each  road  are  kept  sepa- 
rate. 

The  Denny  to  Fintry  Road  extends  to  5  miles,  so  far  as  turnpike. 
There  is  one  toll  upon  it,  which  is  let. 

The  rent  was,  for  the  year  1856-57»    .  .        L.328    0    0 

„  ,,  1857-68,    .  330    0    0 

The  expenditure  on  the  road,  including  surveyor 
and  derk,  etc.,  was,  for  the  year  1856-57,   .        L.  166  13    6 
„  „  „  1867-58,   .  169  15     5 

The  tolls  have  been  reduced,  and  the  rent  for  the  present  year  is  only 
L.200. 

The  rulways  will,  to  a  considerable  extent,  affect  the  income.  The 
station  is  so  placed  as  to  enable  parties  to  evade  the  toll  coming 
from  the  west,  and  the  trustees  are  now  considering  the  propriety  of 
putting  on  an  additional  check-bar,  in  order  to  intercept  the  coal  and 
other  traffic  from  the  railway  station  to  the  west. 

Our  income  even  at  present  will  be  quite  sufficient  to  meet  the  expendi- 
ture. The  debt  is  all  paid  off,  the  liist  payment  having  been  made  in 
June  1857. 

The  road  from  Stirlxna  to  Drymen  Bridge  is  23  miles  in  length.  There 
are  7  tolls  upon  it,  including  3  check-bars,  which  are  collected  by  the 
Trustees.    The  revenue  was — 

For  the  year  1856-57,  .  .  .        L.646     7    4 

„  „  1857-68,  .  .  .  605  19    0 

The  Trustees  have  only  collected  the  tolls  since  the  opening  of  the 
Forth  and  Clyde  Railway.  Before  that  time  the  revenue  was  much 
greater,  being  as  much  as  L.1,4.00  to  L.  1,500.  The  expenditure  on  the 
road  has  been  reduced,  though  not  in  the  same  proportion.  Including 
surveyors  and  clerks*  salaries,  it  was — 

For  the  year  1856-57,  .  .  .         L.494  14    2 

„  1857-58,  .  .  .  442     1     5 

There  is  no  reason  to  apprehend  any  further  serious  diminution  of  the 
revenue.  The  present  amount  of  the  debt  is  L. 6,565.  The  railway  com- 
])any  agreed  to  pay  off,  and  to  become  postponed  creditors  for,  L.3,b00  of 
this  sum,  of  which,  to  this  time,  they  have  paid  L.2,000.  The  remaining 
L.  3,565  is  secured  by  the  personal  obligations  of  the  Trustees.     The 
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Ij.2,000  received,  and  tbe  L.  1,000  yet  to  be  received,  from  the  railway       Connty 
company,  was,  and  will  be,  applied  to  extinguish  the  old  debt  under  a      «  •  ?f 
former  Act,  and  the  new  debt  under  the  existing  Act,  in  equal  moieties.      -^^'''"g- 
The  interest  of  debt  varies  with  the  market  rate, — at  present  we  are  pay-    Thomas  L. 
ing  4  per  cent.     Under  the  agreement  between  the  Trustees  and  the  rail-  Galbraith,  Esq. 
way  company,  and  the  bond  granted  by  the  Trustees  for  the  L.  2,000  paid, 
the  railway  company  are  to  receive  interest.     Besides  this  bonded  debt 
we  have  a  debt  of  L.8,2d9,  which  was  constituted  by  subscriptions  advanced 
by  parties  interested  towards  making  the  road.     I  know  of  no  interest 
ever  having  been  paid  on  that  debt,  but  the  interest  has  been  accumulated, 
and  always  stated  in  the  returns  made  to  Parliament.     In  the  return  for 
last  year,  it  amounted  to  nearly  L.24,000.    I  never  heard  of  any  of  these 
subscriptions  having  been  sold.    I  could  not  put  any  value  on  them.    Our 
present  revenue  is  insufficient  to  pay  the  whole  interest  on  our  debt  of 
li.6,565.     We  had  a  balance  in  the  bank,  as  at  Whitsunday  1858,  of 
Li. 209,  lOs.,  and  when  that  balance  is  exhausted  no  interest  can  be  paid 
to  the  railway  ;  but  I  think  our  funds  will  be  sufficient  to  keep  down  inte- 
rest on  the  balance  of  L. 3,665.     The  interest  of  the  L.3,000  to  be  held  by 
the  railway  must  be  paid,  by  our  agreement  and  the  bond,  before  we  can 
pay  off  any  portion  ox  the  capital  of  the  preferable  debt.    We  could  not 
raise  money  in  place  of  the  L.3,565  simply  on  an  assignation  to  the  tolls, 
without  the  personal  security  of  the  Tru.stees. 

It  is  probable  the  Trustees  may  put  on  additional  check-bars,  in  order 
to  raise  a  higher  revenue.  They  have  postponed  doing  so  in  the  mean- 
time. The  putting  on  of  these  bars  would  not  be  an  acceptable  measure 
in  the  neiglibourhood.  The  farmers  and  people  in  the  neighbourhood 
principally  contribute  to  the  tolls  now.  The  check-bars  T  have  mentioned 
are  to  be  put  on  near  the  railway  stations.  The  farmers  at  present  get 
coals  and  lime  brought  to  the  railway  stations,  and,  in  many  cases,  cart 
them  home,  without  paying  any  toll  at  all. 

The  Denny  and  Fintry  and  the  Stirling  and  Dryraen  roads  are  managed 
separately,  because^  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  Trustees  after  the  &rst 
Act  was  obtained  in  1704,  it  was  resolved  that  the  roads  should  be  inde- 
pendent of  each  other  in  all  matters  relative  to  the  expense  of  making  or 
maintaining  the  roads,  rents  of  bars,  etc.,  as  if  they  were  separate  Trusts. 
They  have  ever  since  been  so  managed.  Mr  M*Connell  is  the  surveyor  of 
the  brymen  Road,  and  Mr  Anderson  acts  under  him,  and  has  also  the 
charge  of  the  Denny  and  Fintry  Road. 

I  have  heai*d  no  complaints  of  the  tolls  on  these  roads.  On  the  Denny 
Road  some  of  the  mill-owners  complained  of  the  high  rates,  and  the  Trus- 
tees reduced  them  whenever  the  debt  was  paid  off. 


No.  X.   William  Oairdner  Jolly,  Esq.,  Examined  :^ 

I  act  as  fiictor  for  the  Duke  of  Montrose,  who  has  very  large  possessions    -^iuiam  G. 
in  the  counties  of  Stirling,  Perth,  and  Dumbarton,  and  I  have  been  in  the    jolly,  Esq. 
habit  of  attending  to  matters  connected  with  the  roads  in  that  capacity. 
I  have  attended  particidarly  to  the  three  West  Stirlingshire  Roads,  and 
the  Stirling  and  Drymen  Bridge  Roads. 

The  West  Stirlingshire  Trust  is  divided  into  three  Districts,  but  al!  under 
one  Act,  although  separate  accounts  are  kept  for  each  district.  The 
revenue  has,  to  a  certain  extent,  been  affected  by  the  Edinburgh  and 
Glasgow  and  the  Forth  and  Clyde  Railways, — ^tlie  former  more  particu- 
larly. Since  the  opening  of  the  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  Railway,  our 
revenue  has  been  going  gradually  down,  particularly  in  the  first  district. 
We  have  only  one  clerk  and  one  surveyor  for  the  three  districts.    The 
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traffic  now  is  mostly  connected  with  the  neighbonrliood,  and  the  same 
class  of  persons  who  now  pay  tolls  are  those  who  would  pay  under  an 
assessment ;  but  not  in  all  cases,  as  carters  and  public  works,  who  now 
contribute  to  the  tolls,  would  probably  not  be  proportionably  made  to  con- 
tribute under  an  assessment,  and  I  think  it  would  be  difficult  to  lay  an 
assessment  on  them,  so  as  to  make  them  so  contribute.  One  plan,  I 
understood,  was  to  lay  an  assessment  on  horses,  but  I  do  not  know  how 
that  could  be  trorked. 

The  feeling  in  my  part  of  the  county  is  very  decidedly  against  tolls,  by 
those  who  pay  them  ;  but,  with  regard  to  a  substitute,  the  landowners 
especially  are  afraid  that  an  assessment  would  be  laid  on  the  land  as  the 
only  tangible  thing  that  can  be  got  at.  Besides  the  trouble  of  managing- 
turnpikes,  I  am  aware  that  the  cost  of  collection  is  very  great. 

The  statute  labour  assessment  is  felt  to  be  a  pretty  heav^  burden.  It 
is  30s.  per  L.lOO  of  the  real  rental  in  our  district.  We  just  take  the 
Valuation  Roll,  and  assess  accordingly.  The  Stirlingshire  Districts  with 
which  I  have  to  do  are  the  Balfron  and  Campsie  Districts.  Our  statute 
labour  roads  are  pretty  well  kept.  They  are  under  the  same  surveyor 
who  manages  the  turnpike  roads. 

I  consider  it  an  advantageous  system,  that  all  the  roads  in  a  district^ 
both  turnpike  and  statute  labour,  should  be  under  the  same  management. 
Since  we  have  adopted  that  plan,  we  have  seen  the  advantage  of  it  every 
day. 

We  have  a  considerable  debt  in  the  West  Stirlingshire  Trusts,  especially 
the  1st  district.  The  others  are  fast  coming  out  of  debt.  We  have  beeu 
enabled  to  pay  off  a  large  portion  of  the  debt  in  these.  The  debt  in  the 
districts  was  originally  borrowed  on  the  personal  security  of  some  of  the 
Trustees,  and  in  the  1st  district  the  Duke  of  Montrose  is  now  responsible 
for  the  whole  debt.  The  bonds  are  sometimes  transferred,  and  without 
difficulty. 

We  are  prevented  by  our  Act  from  amalgamating  the  three  districts  in 
the  West  Stirlingshire  Trust. 

The  revenue  in  the  Campsie  District  has  hitherto  been  sufficient  to  pay 
the  interest  of  the  debt ;  but  there  is  reason  to  fear  that  this  year  tliere 
will  not  be  sufficient  for  this  purpose  after  maintaining  the  road.  There 
has  been  a  great  fall  in  some  of  the  tolls  this  year. 

The  debt  on  the  2d  district  stands  on  the  obligation  of  several  parties 
— six  or  eight — and  is  constituted  by  bonds.  We  have  always  paid  the 
interest,  and  are  paving  off  the  principal  from  time  to  time.  There  is  no 
reason  to  apprehend  any  great  diminution  of  our  present  income. 

In  the  3d  district,  the  rands  are  in  a  flourishing  condition. 

I  consider,  that  if  the  three  districts  were  amalgamated  into  one,  we 
should  have  sufficient  revenue  to  keep  down  the  interest  on  the  whole  debt, 
and  also  to  pay  it  off  gradually.  • 

I  am  clearly  of  opinion,  that  if  there  could  be  some  general  scheme  by 
which  an  equitable  assessment  could  be  substituted  for  tolls,  it  would  )^ 
a  great  boon  to  the  country.  I  take  it  for  granted  that  the  burghs  would 
also  be  assessed  uniformlv  with  the  rest  of  the  county,  although  they 
might  be  left  to  manage  the  roads  within  their  burgh  bounds.  I  do  not 
see  that  any  assessment  would  answer  without  introducing  some  rate  on 
horses  in  addition  to  the  assessment  on  land  ;  and  I  think  the  assessment 
on  land  should  he  divided  between  landlords  and  tenants,  although  1  am 
aware  that  at  present  the  tolls  and  statute  labour  are  both  paid  by  the 
occupants. 
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Gonnty 
Of 
^irlimg,  Thttnday,  7th  AprU  1850.  StirllOg. 

lISMBBBSf  YBJUBKIT. 

WiUiaai  Smythe,  Dsq.  |  Duncan  M'Laren,  Esq. 

MR  SMTTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


Ko.  XL  3ir  John  CkrittU,  Merchant,  StizGng,  Exaimned : — 

I  am  anxious  to  bring  before  the  Court  tbe  circumstances  connected  Mr  J.  Christie, 
with  the  customs  in  the  burgh  of  Stirling.    Tliese  are  leried  on  goods 
coming  into,  and  also  on  those  passing  through  the  town,  and  I  w&h  to 
observe  on  the  charges  to  which  these  customs  are  liable.    The  greater 
portion  of  our  revenue  is  derived  from  these  customs. 

Out  of  this  revenue  the  Established  clergy  draw  about  1j.500  per 
annuiBy  and  we  have  a  debt  of  about  L.  14,000,  I  believe.  I  consider  that 
the  inhabitants  would  not  be  willing  to  pay  for  the  clergy  if  the  funds 
were  raised  in  any  other  mode,  such  as  an  assessment. 

I  do  not  know  that  tliere  would  be  much  objection,  on  the  part  of  the 
inhabitants,  to  an  assessment  for  maintaining  the  streets  within  the 
royal  bturgh ;  but  the  parliamentary  bounds  are  so  extensive,  and  indtrde 
so  many  roads,  that  I  think  a  tax  to  maintain  these  would  be  objected  to. 
There  is  a  very  strong  feeling  amongst  the  inhabitants  against  such  an 
asMssment.  If  axiy  change  were  introduced^  I  think  a  tax  mi|:ht  be  laid 
on  horses  and  carnages,  which  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  less  objectionable 
than  a  rate  on  property. 

I  should  have  a  decided  objection  to  a  tax  on  lands  and  heritages 
within  burgh,  though  levied  at  a  uniform  rate  with  that  on  other  pn>- 
perty  in  the  county. 

I  abou.Id  be  very  glad  to  see  the  tolls  done  away  with ;  but  there  is  a 
growing  feeling  in  Uie  country  against  any  additional  assessments  on  pro- 
perty, wliich  have  already  become  very  numerous. 


Monday^  18(&  4pr»2 1859. 


MEMBERS  IfBESElff . 

William  Smythe,  Esq.  [  Duncan  McLaren,  Es(). 

MR  SMYTIIE  DT  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  Xn.  John  Brueet  Esq.,  W.S.,  Examined: — 

^  I  am  clerk  and  treasurer  to  the  S^erse  Road  and  Bridge  Trust  in  Stir-  j.  Bruce,  Esq. 
lingshire,  which  extends  to  about  11  miles,  with  three  toUs,  payment  at 
two  of  which  clears  the  tliird.    They  are  aR  let. 

The  revenue  in  1856-57  was,  .         .         ,        L.327    0    0 

„  1867-68,  .         .         .  345    0    0 

Our  revenue  has  rather  been  increasing  lately,  but  I  am  not  aware  of  any 
reason  for  this.    The  traffic  is  principally  local.  i 

The  expenditure  on  repairs  and  management,  including  surveyor's 
salary. 

For  the  year  1856-57  was,  .        .        .        L.216  12    0 

Owing  to  the  surveyor's  absence,  I  am  not  able  to  furnish  a  precise 
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Connly      gtatement  for  the  year  1857-58,  but  I  hare  reason  to  beHeve  that  it  is 
^^  much  the  same  as  the  preceding  year. 

^^^^'  We  have  no  regular  professional  surveyor,  but  have  employed  a  farmer 

J.  Bmce,  Baq.  ^  ^  mason  in  the  district ;  he  formerly  received  a  salary  of  L.30,  but 

*  it  is  now  reduced  to  L.15.    The  derk  and  treasurer's  salair  is  L.21. 

Our  object  is  to  keep  the  expenditure  as  low  as  possible,  but  still  1 

consider  the  outlay  suflScient  to  keep  the  road  in  good  condition.    From 

the  heavy  traffic  being  removed,  the  road  is  kept  at  less  expense  than 

formerly.    The  carriage  of  material  is  a  heavy  item.    It  is  mostly  brought 

from  Queensferry  by  water  to  the  river  Garron. 

The  Trust  b  constituted  under  an  Act  passed  in  1831,  but  the  road  was 
originally  constructed  in  1794. 
The  debt  consists  of — 

1.  Borrowed  on  bonds,  for  which  some  of  the 

Trustees  are  personally  liable,    .  .  L.  3,450    0    0 

2.  Postponed  debt  to  the  railway  company,  2^000    0    O 

3.  Sums  advanced  by  the  Trustees  on  assignation 

to  the  tolls,       ......      3,400    0    0 


L.8,850    0    0 


Upon  the  L.3,450  interest  has  been  regularly  paid,  at  the  market  rate,  on 
heritable  securities ;  but  since  the  Central  Railway  (Alloa  Branch)  came 
into  operation  in  1850,  our  income  has  never  been  sufficient  to  maintain 
the  road  and  pay  the  full  interest  on  that  debt.  In  the  meantime,  in 
order  to  supplement  the  income,  there  has  been  a  sum  advanced  by  tlie 
treasurer,  wnich  at  present  amounts  to  about  L.200.  At  1850,  there 
was  a  balance  in  the  treasurer's  hands,  in  iavour  of  the  Trust,  of  about 
L.200,  which  was  also  applied  to  meet  the  deficiency.  This  shows,  on  an 
average,  a  deficiency  of  about  L.60  a -year. 

No  interest  has  ever  been  paid  on  the  L. 3,400  advances;  but  upon 
these  we  have  been  accumulating  interest  at  5  per  cent.,  which,  at  Whit- 
sunday 1858,  amounted  to  L.  7,517.  No  account  has  ever  been  taken,  in 
the  returns,  of  sums  originally  subscribed  for  making  the  road  in  1794, 
although  a  note  has  been  kept  of  the  amount,  viz.,  L. 8,366, 138.  4d. 

We  received  from  the  Scottish  Central  Railway  a  sum  of  L.2,000  as 
compensation,  on  the  understanding  that  it  was  to  be  applied  in  liquida- 
tion of  a  portion  of  the  debt,  for  which  the  Trustees  were  personallv 
liable,  and  that  the  railway  were  to  become  postponed  creditors  for  that 
amount,  both  as  to  principal  and  interest. 

No  interest  has  been  paid  to  the  railway  company,  but  only  on  the 
L.3,450,  secured  by  the  personal  bonds  of  the  Trustees. 

I  know  of  no  reason  why  this  Trust  should  not  be  consolidated  with 
the  other  roads  in  the  district,  and  I  think  it  would  be  advantageous  that . 
it  should  be  so  consolidated. 

The  bridge  is  across  the  Carron,  and  in  1851  we  had  an  expenditure  on 
it  of  about  L.320.  It  is  now  likely  to  stand  for  a  consioerable  time 
without  farther  outlay. 

In  consequence  of  the  change  in  the  traffic,  this  road  has  now  become 
very  much  of  the  nature  of  a  statute  labour  road,  and  might  now  be 
mamtained  as  such.  The  parties  who  pay  the  tolls  are  chiefly  the 
farmers  and  resident  proprietors. 
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Wniiam  Smytlie,  Esq.  ]  Bir  Andrew  Orr. 

Duncan  li'Laren*  Esq. 

MB  SMTTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 

No.  Xin.  Robert  Knox^  Esq.,  Writer,  Glasgow,  Examined : — 

I  am  derk  to  the  three  districts  of  the  Wett  Stirliiuiskire  Turnpike  R.  Kdoxj  Esq 
Roads.     These  are  all  comprehended  under  two  Acts.    Tne  first  of  these 
was  passed  in  1840,  and  the  second  in  1842.    The  Act  specially  divides 
the  road  into  three  districts. 

Miles.  For.  Yds. 
The  1st  District  contains  29     1    14,  with  4  tolls,  besides  checks. 
2d  „  28      7    40  4     „ 

3d  „  13     2  153  2     „  „ 

The  accounts  of  each  district  are  kept  separate,  but  the  general  Trust 
18  the  same  for  all  three. 

In  the  let  DUtriot,  the  revenue  was, 

For  the  jear  1866*67,     ....        L.992    0    0 
„  1867-68,     ....  988    0    0 


The  enendifcnre  on  maintenance  and  sarveyor^s  salary  was, 

For  1866-67, L.990  11  0 

„   1867*68, 900    3  11 

The  debt  in  the  1st  District  is  .    L.l  0,378    14  9 

Wtth  a  balance  due  to  the  derk  of  622  17  3i 

In  all,  L.10,901  12  Oj 
In  the  9d  DkHrkt  the  revenue  was,                         m^m^^m^sm^ 

For  the  year  1866-67,  .  L.2,826    5  0 

p  1867-68,  3,088  15  0 

The  expenditure  on  maintenance  and  surveyor's  salary  was. 

For  1856-67, L.1,212  13  7 

„    1867-68, 1,003     9  4 

The  debt  amounts  to  .       .      -.  L. 6,709  13  5 

Less  a  balance  at  the  credit  of  the  Trust  of  126  16  9 

Leaving  L.6,582  16  7 
In  the  Zd  District  the  revenue  was,                               "■    ' 

For  the  year  1866-67,     ....        L.925  15  0 

„  1867-68,     ....  913    5  0 

The  expenditure  on  maintenance  and  surveyor's  salaiy  was. 

For  1866-67,  .      ^        .        .        .        L.608    2  7 

„    1867*58, 419    0  5 
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OooDty  The  debt  amounts  to L.1,640    0    0 

glj^^  Less  a  balance  at  tlMDcnfit«ftlMTrait  .  943  10  10 


B.  Ettoz,  Esq.  Leaving  L.696    9    1 

The  suneyor's  aakxj  for  the  whole  three  distriets  k  L.10O«  and  the 
clerk's  L.IOO. 

Since  this  statement  was  made  up  (June  1868),  we  have  paid  <^ 
L.600  of  debt  in  the  2d  district,  and  L.600  in  the  dd  district. 
The  whole  of  the  debt  in  the  1st  district  is  secured  upon  bond,  for 
which  some  of  the  Trustees  are  personally  liable,  with  the  exception  of 
L.4»500,  which  was  advanced  by  the  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  Railway 
CkkGopai^  in  1848-49^  and  was  appropriated  in  paying  off  a  portion  oif 
the  debt  seeured  by  the  personal  obligation  of  the  Trustees.  For  this 
sum  the  Railway  Company  are  postponed  creditors,  both  as  to  principal 
and  interest.  The  income  in  the  1st  district  has  not  been  equal  to  our 
expenditure,  and  the  debt  has  been  increasing  for  some  years  by  con- 
siderably upwards  of  L.100  a-year.  The  interest  on  the  bonds  has  been 
paid  in  full,  but  in  fact  it  has  been  derived  partly  £rom  advances  made 
by  the  clerk,  thus  increasing  annually  the  amount  of  the  debt.  I,  as 
clerk,  consider  the  Trust  liable  to  me  for  the  amount  of  my  advances. 
Both  the  other  districts  are  paying  off  their  debts  by  degrees.  Some  of 
the  bonds  in  the  2d  district  are  not  secured  by  the  personal  obligation 
of  the  Trustees.  These  consist  of  advances  for  the  constmctton  of  new 
roads,  which  the  Trustees  had  power  to  make  under  their  Act.  For 
these  advances  the  tolls  have  been  assigned,  but  subject  to  a  preference 
in  favour  of  the  then  existing  debt,  which  has  now  aH  been  hqttid«ted, 
except  L.  1,200.  The  rate  of  interest  paid  has  been  five  per  cent,  on  the 
postponed  debt,  and  the  rate  of  interest  charged  by  the  bank  upon  cash 
accounts  on  two  sums  advanced  by  the  British  Linen  Company.  If  our 
revenue  continues  as  at  fHreseiftt,  and  there  be  no  large  exAnMrtinazy 
expenses  for  improvements,  the  debt  in  the  3d  distriet  will  very  soon  be 
altogether  cleared  off.  I  may  state,  however,  that  some  such  improve- 
ments are  contemplated  during  the  present  year,  which  may  cost  about 
L.800. 

Some  of  the^Trustees  have  already  had  it  m  coiricBq^aiion  to  cenadi- 
date  all  the  thxee  districts,  taking  in  also  some  of  the  statute  labour 
roada,  and  to  place  the  whole  under  one  management,  with  a  single  set  of 
accounts ;  and  a  Committee  was  appsnted  aihtrnt  thne  yesra  ^*  to  con- 
sider the  question,  and  the  surveyor  made  a  report,  hot  notltiBg  was  done 
upon  it.  Another  Committee  was  appointed  ksl  year,  bnt  proceedings 
were  suspended,  as  there  was  a  diversity  of  opinion  among  the  Trustees ; 
and  it  was  thought  as  well  to  wait  until  this  Comzxdssion  has  reported, 
and  the  powers  of  the  Committee  were  withdrawn. 

The  General  Trustees  meet  annually  in  April,  and  at  other  times  as 
occasion  may  require.  We  never  have  had  any  difiBculty  in  getting  a 
quorum  of  Trustees,  and  sometimes  the  meetings  are  largely  attended. 

The  debt  is  very  much  reduced  now,  compared  with  what  it  was  when 
I  took  the  management. 

Tbe  ^stem  «  keeping  the  roads  in  repair,  J  consider  very  perfect. 
They  are  aU  iMuier  the  management  of  a  head  surveyor,  whose  sub-sur- 
veyors pay  the  men,  and  the  accoimts  are  transmitted  to  me  every  month. 
The  contractors  for  supplying  the  metal  are  paid  directly  by  me,  upon  a 
certificate  by  the  surveyor  of  the  sums  due. 


^^oUs  of  JEcideme.  i29 
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Glasgow^  Thwsdayy  12fA  May  185^.  i  Stiriing. 


MEUBERS  PBESENT. 

William  fimjtbe,  E09.  |  Doneui  Hi'LarMt,  £<i|. 

ME  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIB. 


No.  XiV.  Alexander  Graham  Speirs,  Esq,  of  Culcreuch,  Examined  :•— > 

I  am  a  proprietor  in  the  county  of  Stirling,  and  am  particularly  inte-  AlexanderfG. 
rested  in  the  West  Stirlingshire  Roads,  the  Stirling  ana  Drymen  Road,    Speirs,  Esq. 
and  the  Benny  to  Fintry  Road.     I  attend  the  meetings  of  the  Road 
Trustees  very  regiilarly,  and  my  attention  has  heen  directed  to  the  sub- 
ject  of  Road  Trusts  generally. 

I  have  thought  and  read  a  good  deal  upon  the  subject  of  the  abolition  of 
tolls,  but  I  have  never  been  able  to  discover  any  plan  which  would,  in  my 
opinion,  operate  more  fairly  towards  the  public  than  the  present  system, 
though  I  am  quite  aware  that  it  is  attended  with  many  imperfections.  Under 
the  present  system,  I  consider  the  parties  who  benefit  by  the  roads  are 
those  who  pay  for  their  maintenance.  One  of  the  imperfections  to  which 
I  allude  is,  the  existence  of  so  many  small  Trusts.  I  consider  the  expense 
of  these  is  very  great  in  proportion  to  the  revenue  drawn  by  them ;  and  I 
also  consider  them  as  operating  unfairly  on  the  public,  who  have  thus  to 
pay  more  frequently  in  passing  from  the  road  of  one  small  Trust  to  those 
of  another.  Tolls  are  frequently  placed  at  the  extremitias  of  each  Trust. 
I  know  of  an  instance  in  which  three  tolls,  on  two  Trusts,  are  placed 
within  a  distance  of  little  more  than  four  miles,  and  all  have  to  be  paid ; 
for  a  carriage  and  pair,  in  all  56.  1  think  a  consolidation  of  the  Trusts 
TTouId  be  advantageous,  both  as  regards  economy  and  management,  and  a 
saving  to  the  public. 

I  think  it  advisable  to  absorb  a  great  many  short  Trusts  and  portions 
of  the  existing  statute  labour  roads  into  the  adjacent  Turnpike  Trusts. 
These  statute  labour  roads,  so  absorbed,  would  be,  in  all  respects,  turnpike 
roads.    The  levy  for  statute  labour  would  thus  of  course  be  diminished. 

From  the  changed  nature  of  things  near  the  railway  stations,  it  is 
found  that  the  traffic  on  statute  labour  roads  is  nearly  as  great  as  that  on 
Bome  of  the  turnpikes.  The  effect  of  the  railways  has  been  to  diminish 
the  general  traffic,  and  increase  the  local  traffic.  The  tolls  are  now 
chiefly  paid  by  local  traffic.  They  are  either  paid  by  parties  resident  in 
the  locality,  or  for  the  benefit  of  parties  resident  in  the  locality. 

I  do  not  think  an  assessment  of  any  kind  would  operate  with  perfect 
fiiirness,  whether  it  were  an  assessment  on  lands  or  on  horses. 

I  also  act  as  a  Trustee  on  the  statute  labour  as  well  as  on  the  turn- 
pike roads. 

lu  Stirlingshire  the  statute  labour  is  paid  eitlier  on  the  L.lOO  of  rent, 
or  on  the  ploughgate.  I  do  not  think  the  system  of  levy  is  altogether  a 
fair  one.  We  have  a  right  to  levy  a  poll  tax  of  3s.  on  each  male  not 
paying  in  any  other  shape,  but  this  is  found  to  be  almost  impossible  to 
levy. 

The  large  sheep-farmers  at  present  complain  very  much  of  the  statute 
labour  assessment. 

The  great  difficulty  with  me  as  to  an  assessment  is,  that  there  are  so 
man^  different  descrifptions  of  property.  If  tolls  and  statute  labour  were 
abolished,  I  would  not  object  to  an  assessment  of  6d.  per  £,  levied  half  on 
owners  and  half  on  occupiers,  for  the  maintenance  of  all  the  roads  in  the 
county,  if  there  was  a  power  to  classify  property  as  under  the  Poor  Law 
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G<rant7      If  any  sjstem  of  asaenment  were  to  be  introduoed,  I  think  it  ahoiild  be 

.^f  |)j  a  general  measure  applicable  to  the  whole  oovmtrj. 

8tiriing.  »f|j^  obstacles  to  the  consolidation  of  Tmsts  arise  from  some  of  the 

Alexander  G.  'o^s  being  more  in  debt  than  others,  and  it  may  be  that  officials  do  not 
Spein,  Esq.*  like  the  chance  of  being  superseded. 

While  I  would  not  <n>ject  to  an  assessment,  I  must  beg  to  state,  that 
I  do  not  think  an  assessment  of  6d.  would  suffice  to  keep  up  the  roads  in 
this  coontj,  and  certainly  not  along  with  interest  of  the  debt.  I  think  it 
is  rery  doubtful  if  an  assessment  would  mend  the  system,  or  be  less 
onerous  than  the  present  mode. 


NoUs  ofjEvid^ce  iU 


Xn.  COUNTY  OF  PERTH. 


Wedneiday,  2dnl  March  1859. 


WilUam  Smythe,  Esq.  |     Right  Honble.  Sir  J.  McNeill. 

Duncan  McLaren,  Esq. 

MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR.  ^     ,     ^ 
County    7 

No.  I.  Humphry  Oraham^  Esq.,  W.  S.,  Examined : —  Perth. 

I  am  agent  for  the  Trustees  of  the  late  John,  fourth  Duke  of  Atholl,  in  Homplirey 
whom  the  property  of  the  Bridge  of  Dunkdd  is  now  vested, — and  have  C^hani,  Esq, 
in  my  possession  copies  of  the  accounts  relative  to  the  bridge,  from  the 
date  of  the  Bridge  Act  to  dlst  December  1858,  which  were  made  out  by 
Mr  A.  F.  Douglas,  accountant,  and  by  me ;  and  duplicates  of  which  have 
been  lodged  with  the  Justices  of  Peace  and  Commissioners  of  Supply  for 
Perthshire.  The  Act  under  which  it  was  erected,  is  dated  17th  May 
1803. 

The  original  cost  of  building  the  bridge  was  L.  26,951,  7s.  4d.  This  is 
after  deducting  a  sum  of  L.7,027,  9s.  9d.  advanced  by  the  Commissioners 
of  Highland  Roads  and  Bridges.  The  Duke  was  authorized,  by  the  powers 
conferred  on  him  by  the  Act,  to  borrow  a  sum  not  exceeding  L.18,000, 
upon  the  security  of  the  tolls  of  the  bridge.  The  whole  of  this  sum,  or  at 
least  very  nearly  so,  was  actually  obtained  upon  loan.  These  loans  were 
^effected  by  the  Duke  giving  his  personal  security  either  by  bond  or  pro- 
missory note,  in  addition  to  the  security  of  an  assignation  to  the  tolls. 

I  produce  a  state,  shewing  the  amount  of  tolls  received  from  Novem- 
ber 1808  to  1851.    Up  to  1851,  tolls  have  always  been  let  by  public 
roup.    During  the  whole  of  that  period,  there  were  only  six  years  in 
which  the  tolls  so  let,  amounted  to  L.900  annually;  and  they  never 
4unounted  to  L.950.    From  the  year  1838  down  to  1851,  there  bias  been 
a  sum  of  L.  1,296,  5s.  4d.  received  for  pontage  dues  on  mail  coaches.    I 
will  furnish  the  Commissioners  with  an  extract  from  the  articles  of  roup, 
to  shew  whether  any  exemption  from  toll  has  been  stipulated  for  by  the 
Duke  or  his  family.     I  lay  before  the  Commissioners  a  statement  of 
charge  and  discharge,  as  prepared  by  an  accountant,  up  to  the  year  1851. 
Since  that  time,  yearly  accounts  have  been  lodged  regularly  with  the 
.  clerk  of  sunply  in  Perth,  in  terms  of  the  9th  Section  of  the  Bridge  Act ; 
.but  it  was  neld  by  Lord  Anderson,  in  an  action  of  declarator  against  the 
.  Postmaster-General,  that  the  clause  to  which  I  have  referred,  did  not 
.  make  it  imperative  on ,  the  Duke  to  lay  the  yearly  accounts  before  the 
Commissioners  of  Supply,  but  that  it  was  only  directive. 
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Connty  Some  of  the  mms  that  were  boirowed  on  promfsBory  notes  were  of 

of  small  amomit  (in  many  cases  as  low  as  L.100);  and  when  these  petty 

•        smns  have  heen  called  up,  as  has  heen  the  case  from  time  to  time,  there 
Humphrey     ^^  l>®c^  considerable  expense  attending  the  transfer  of  the  securities. 
Graham,  Esq.      I  would  refer  the  Commissioners  to  Mr  Garrington,  the  factor  of  the 
late  Duke  of  Atholl's  Trustees,  for  all  details  respecting  the  roads  con- 
nected with  the  bridge,  and  the  cost  of  repair  and  other  annual  ordinary 
outlay  connected  with  the  bridge. 

During  the  two  last  years,  the  pontage  has  been  in  the  hands  of  the 
Trustees,  who  have  employed  collectors,  and  the  sum  drawn  has  materially 
increased.  I  attribute  this  partly  to  the  opening  of  the  Dunkeld  Rculway, 
and  partly  to  the  sanng  of  tenant  tacKanen's  pioiits,  when  the  toUs 
were  let. 

As  &r  as  regards  the  L.18,<K)0,  the  «imi  anthorized  to  be  borrowed 
under  the  Act,  I  can  state  that  during  some  yeara,the  parties  from  whom 
this  sum  was  borrowed,  have  not  received  5  per  cent,  upon  their  loans  ; 
but  in  calculating  the  debt  due  to  the  Dnke,  I  have  always  calculated  it 
at  5  per  cent,  in  terms  of  the  Ad  of  P«ritMMnt.  I  would  also  say,  that 
any  difference  less  than  5  per  cent.,  would  be  fairly  applicable  to  the  law 
expenses,  and  the  expenses  attending  the  paymentis  and  transfers  of 
the  loans. 

Under  the  law  process  to  which  I  have  already  alluded,  the  whole  ac- 
coimts  have  been  directed  by  the  Court  to  be  laid  before  a  professional 
accountant ;  but  his  report  has  not  yet  been  made. 


CoFT  LETTiSB,  H.  Graham,  Esq.,  W.  S.,  to  Secretary  to  Boyal  Com- 

missionei-s  on  Roads. 

Edmbnrgh,  24th  March  18^9. 

As  required  yesterday  by  the  CommisstoDers,  I  have  examined  my 
papers  in  order  to  ascertain  what  were  the  exemptions  from  ponta^  duty 
atjDmskcld  Bridge;  and  particularly,  whether  any  exemption  existed  in 
regard  to  the  Duke  of  AthoU's  family  or  visitors, — I  beg  to  send  you  en- 
closed a  copy  of  the  exemptions,  as  contained  in  the  articles  of  roup  fat 
the  year  1856-57)  which  are  verbatim  the  same  as  for  all  prior  years  baok 
to  the  year  1819, — all  of  which  were  prepared  by  me.  At  Whitsimday 
1856,  the  Trustees  took  the  collection  intf)  their  own  hands. 

You  will  see  there  is  no  exemption  in  favour  of  the  AtboU  family,— 
and  having  gone  back  for  about  thirty  years,  which  is  as  &r  as  my  drafts 
of  these  artides  of  roup  are  at  present  accessible,  I  feel  satiafied  that  theie 
was  no  exemption  of  any  kind  in  fkvour  of  the  Atholl  family  from  the 
commencement  of  my  agency  in  1818.    I  remain,  &c. 

Articles  and  Conditions  of  Roup  of  set  of  the  toll  or  pontage  duties  ^- 
able  at  the  bar  on  the  new  Bridge  of  Dnnkeld  (under  the  exceptions 
of  military  and  others  exempted  by  law ;  and  also  of  all  horses  and 
carriages  employed  in  transporting  materials  for  the  bridge  and  the 
roads  of  communication  thereto,  and  of  the  work-people  when  engaged 
in  said  work,  or  when  going  or  returmng  there,  and  also  under  tl^ 
exception  of  the  toll  or  pontage  duties  exigible  from  the  lio^al  Mail 
Coach  or  mail  coaches,  and  other  vehicles  and  horses  convejring  imI 
bags  passii^  and  repassing  the  sud  bridge,^-aU  which  the  enoea* 
hereby  specially  reserves  from  the  present  set),  for  the  space  of  one 
year  from  the*  15th  day  of  May  in  the  present  year  1856  at  nwm, 
to  the  15th  day  of  May  1857  at  the  same  hour,  whidi  with  the  lodge 
or  house  allotted  as  a  pontage  house  for  the  said  Bridge  of  DunkwU 
are  to  be  exposed  to  public  roup  by  Robert  Charies  Ourington,  Etq., 
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factor  to,  and  as  taking  borden  on  him  for,  tbe  Tmiteet  of  His  Gmce       Comily 
John,  late  Duke  of  Atholl,  ^e.,  in  ternM  of  tke  Act  of  Parliament       ^^ 
passed  in  the  Ibrty-tMrd  jear  of  the  reign  of  His  Majesty  Geoigv  the        ^^' 
third,  for  enabling  His  Graee  to  build  the  said  bridge  ; — ^witmn  the    Hompbrey 
Duke's  Arms  Inn,  Dmkeld,  on  Saturday,  the  29th  day  of  March  18A6,  Qraham,  Bsq. 
at  1 2  o'clock  noon,  in  terms  of  prenons  adrertisements  to  that  efBocl. 

Edinburgh,  23rd  March  1869.— The  preceding  two  pages,  copied  from 
principal  drail;  of  the  articles  and  conditions  of  roup  of  Dunkeld  Bridge 
pontage  duties,  for  the  year  Whitsunday  1856  to  Whitsunday  1857. 

(Signed)       Nenioit  Elliot, 
Clerk  to  Mr  H.  Graham,  W.  8. 


JSxcEBPTS  from  Reports  of  the  Commissioners  for  making  Roads  and 
building  Bridges  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland. 

From  Ist  Report,  dated  19th  Mar  1804. 

Dtmkeld  Bridg6.^~Ki  our  second  meeting,  the  Duke  of  Atholl  pre- 
sented to  us  a  memorial  respecting  a  bridge  over  the  River  Tay  at 
Dunkeld.  It  appeared  that  His  Grace  had  obtained  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment for  building  a  bridge  in  this  situation,  and  for  making  the  necessary 
approaches  to  it  by  imposing  a  certain  toll  or  pontage ;  and  upon  a  full 
consideration  of  the  special  drcumstances  stated  in  His  Grace's  memorial, 
we  expressed  our  readiness  to  contribute  one-half  of  the  expense  of  build- 
ing this  bridge,  after  deducting  from  the  total  expense  thereof  such  sum 
as  might  be  raised  on  the  intended  toll  or  pontage. 

Having  received  a  Ihvourable  answer  to  this  overture,  we  explained 
ourselves  more  particularly  to  his  Grace,  who  thereupon  judged  it  con- 
venient to  transact  the  business  personally  with  the  Board ;  and  with  his 
concnrrence,  a  minute  has  been  made  to  the  following  effect : — **  The 
Commissioners  approve  of  tbe  bridge  to  be  built  at  Dunkeld  for  the  sum 
of  L.15,000  (as  estimated  upon  oath  by  Mr  Telford) ;  and  understanding 
that  the  sum  of  L. 7,000  may  be  raised  on  the  intended  toll  or  pontage, 
they  agree  to  place  a  moiety  of  the  remaining  sum  of  L.8,000  to  the  ac- 
count of  the  said  bridge  (as  directed  by  the  Act),  so  soon  as  the  Duke  of 
Atholl  shall  have  deposited  bills  with  the  Bank  of  Scotland  to  the  amount 
of  L.l  1,000  ;  His  Grace  thus  paying  a  moiety  of  the  sum  of  L.8,000,  and 
also  making  himself  answerable  for  the  farther  sum  of  L. 7,000  to  be  re- 
imbursed to  him  afterwards  by  the  intended  toll :  and  the  Commissioners 
will  moreover  defray  a  moiety  of  the  expense  of  making  roads  of  approach 
to  the  said  bridge  (including  a  bridge  over  the  river  Braan),  wnen  the 
same  shall  have  been  estimated  upon  oath,  and  His  Grace  shall  have  de- 
posited bills  with  the  Bank  of  Scotland  to  the  amount  of  the  other  moiety 
of  the  expense." 

The  immediate  commencement  of  the  operations  for  building  the 
bridge  at  Dunkeld  may  therefore  be  expected. 

From  2nd  Report,  dated  6th  June  1805 : — 

Dunkeld  Bridge, — Since  our  last  report,  we  find  that  His  Grace  the' 
Duke  of  Atholl  has  discounted  bills  at  the  Bank  of  Scotland  nearly  to  the 
amount  requisite  to  enable  us  to  write  into  our  books  the  sum  agreed  on 
our  part  to  be  issued  toward  the  erection  of  Dnnkeld  Bridge,  and  that 
considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  this  work ;  but  the  sum  purchased 
by  the  discounted  bills  not  having  been  appropriated  by  His  Grace  to  this 
undertaking  in  such  a  form  as  to  warrant  our  affording  the  assistance 
specifted  in  our  agreement  with  him  of  the  14th  of  May  1804,  we  have 
made  a  communication  to  His  Grace,  noticing  the  informalities  which  have 
occurred,  and  stating  the  necessity  of  a  new  agreement. 
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Qomty         Froip  8rd  Roport,  dat«d  17th  July  1807. 

of  Dunkdd  Bridge — Bramd  Bridge. — In  our  last  report,  we  had  occasion 

^^       to  mention,  not  without  some  regret,  that  although  His  Grace  the  Duke 
Humphrey    ^^  AthoU  had  discounted  bills  at  l^e  Bank  of  Scotland  to  the  amount  re- 
Graham,  Esq.  quiaite  to  enable  us  to  afford  him  public  aid  in  erecting  the  bridce  orer 
(lie  Tay  at  Dunkeld,  he  had  not  ap^opriated  it  to  that  undertaking  in 
such  a  Ibrm  as  to  warrant  us  in  affording  him  the  assistanoe  specified  in 
the  agreement  made  in  May  1804. 

Thu  difficulty  was  not  removed  until  June  J  806,  when  His  Grace  re- 
presented to  us  by  letter,  that  he  had  already  been  at  a  very  considerahle 
expense,  and  much  beyond  the  value  of  the  intended  toll  or  pontage,  and 
therefore  requesting  us  to  order  an  account  of  the  money  already  ex- 
pended, and  an  estimate  of  the  expense  still  necessary  for  completing  the 
bridge. 

By  referring  to  our  original  agreement  respecting  Dunkeld  Bridge,  it 
will  appear  to  be  founded  on  the  conviction,  that  we  were  authorized  in 
this  case  to  defray  one-half  of  the  expense  to  be  incurred  beyond  the  value 
of  the  toll ;  and  it  was  therefore  consonant  to  the  spirit  of  such  agree- 
ment (the  execution  of  which  had  been  so  long  interrupted)^  that  it  the 
expense  already  incurred  appeared  to  equal  or  exceed  the  value  of  the 
toll,  we  might  contribute  half  the  expense  of  the  work  yet  to  be  per- 
formed. We  therefore  directed  Mr  Telford  to  form  such  an  account  and 
estimate  as  was  desired  by  His  Grace ; — the  account  of  money  expended 
to  end  on  the  16th  July  1806,  and  the  estimate  to  commence  from  that 
time. 

After  a  careful  examiDation  of  the  works  at  Dunkeld,  Mr  Telford  trans- 
mitted the  account  and  estimate,  which  were  found  to  exceed  the  former 
estimate  verv  considerably, — Mr  Telford  explained  this  excess,  b^  stating, 
that  the  Duke  of  AthoU,  in  his  great  earnestness  for  the  expeditions  pro- 
gress of  the  work,  had  employed  a  much  greater  number  of  labourers  and 
masons  than  was  necessary;  and  that  sinee  our  agreement  with  His 
Grace,  he  had  also  deepened  the  foundations,  and  enlarged  the  dinaensions 
of  the  bridge  beyond  the  original  plan ;  which  improvements  (though  net 
absoluteljT  necessary),  added  much  to  the  stability  of  the  work,  luid 
afforded  side-paths  for  the  accommodation  of  foot  passengers. 

As  we  could  not  but  be  sensible  of  the  advantage  of  a  solid  structure  to 
oppose  the  rapid  current  ^f  the  Tay,  and  as  it  appeared  that  the  Duke  of 
AtnoU  had  expended  upwards  of  ll6,000  beyond  the  computed  value  of 
the  toll,  we  agreed  to  defray  half  the  expense  yet  to  be  incurred,  and  His 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Atholl  hereupon  entered  mto  a  contract  to  complete 
the  bridge  for  the  estimated  expense,  at  Michaelmas  1808 ;  and  by  the 
progress  already  made,  we  expect  it  will  be  finished  before  that  time. 

The  great  bridge  over  the  Tay  was  known  to  require  roads  oi  approach 
to  it,  including  a  bridge  over  the  river  Brand,  and  we  had  originally  con- 
sented to  defray  half  tne  expense  of  these  works;  MrVTelford  was  there- 
fore instructed  to  prepare  plans  and  estimates  conformable  to  the  inten- 
tions of  the  Duke  of  Atholl ;  and  in  February  last,  on  Mr  Telford's  retwn 
to  London,  we  had  an  opportunity .  of  investigating  these  plana  and 
•  estimates, — aided  by  his  personal  explanations  on  this  occasion,  we  found 
that  the  improvements  suggested  by  the  Duke  of  Atholl,  surpassed  what 
we  could  merely  deem  roads  of  approach  to  the  great  bridge,  and  we 
thereupon  notified  to  His  Grace  the  extent  to  which  we  thought  ourselves 
authoiized  to  second  his  exertions.  A  new  bridge  over  the  river  Brand 
appears  unquestionably  necessary ;  and  U»e  Duke  of  Atholl  has  recently 
signified  to  us  his  readiness  to  enter  into  a  further  .contract  for  building 
it,  and  also  for  making  a  short  road  of  approach  to  connect  it  with  Uie 
main  road. 
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IjETter  from  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Atfaoll  respecting  Dimkdd  Bridge,       Ooontjr 

referred  to  in  the  above  Report.  p  ^. 

Portman  Square,  Jalj  11, 1806.  Hnmphrey 
Gentlemen, — Having,  at  a  very  conisderable  expense,  and  mnch  beyond  Graham,  Esq. 
the  vahie  of  any  pontage,  begmi,  and  so  far  carried  into  effect,  the  bailding 
of  a  bridge  over  the  Tay  at  Dtmkeld,  I  have  to  request  of  your  Honourable 
Board  to  direct  an  accurate  report  to  be  made  out  of  the  present  state  of 
that  work,-^the  money  already  expended  thereon,  and  the  estimated  ex- 
pense of  finishing  the  same,  along  with  the  roads  of  approach,  and 
necessary  embankments,  or  cutting  of  ground  ; — ^the  one-half  of  all  which 
estimated  expense  I  shall  be  ready  to  pav,  provided  the  Board,  on  the  part 
of  the  puUfc,  will  advance  the  other  half. — I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 
Tour  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

(Signed)        AtHOU«. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Commissioners  for  Highland  Roads  and  Bridges. 


Stirling,  Tue$day^  Hth  April  1859. 


MBMBEBfl  PBE8BNT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.      |      Duncan  McLaren,  Esq. 
MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  II.  John  McLaren,  Esq.,  Middleton,  ThomhiD,  Examined  : — 

1  am  clerk  to  the  M&nteath  and  Bumbanh  Turnpike,  and  I  have  held  John 
that  office  for  nearly  3^  years.  The  Trust  is  constituted  under  the  McLaren,  Esq. 
Perthshire  Turnpike  Act.  The  road  extends  over  8J  miles,  on  which 
there  are  two  tolls.  The  road  from  Drip  to  Bumbank  and  Doune  was 
formerly  under  the  same  management ;  but  for  a  long  period  the  accounts 
have  been  kept  qnite  distinct,  with  separate  clerks.  The  tiro  tolls  are 
ftdly  six  miles  apart.  They  are  situated  at  Bumhead  and  Port  of  Mon- 
teath,  and  arc  let.    The  income  was, — 

For  the  year  1856-57, L.S16    0    0 

„  1857-58, 284     0     0 

Since  the  opening  of  the  Forth  and  Clyde  Railway  there  has  been  a  de- 
crease of  about  L.3D  on  each  toll,  but  the  revenue  has  varied  very  little 
for  the  last  few  years.    The  expenditure  on  repairs  and  smrveyor's  salary 

W»8, — 

For  the  year  1866-57, L.221     2    9J 

„  1867-58, 218    6     8 

Onr  income  does  not  enable  us  to  pay  the  fnll  interest  on  the  debt. 

The  whole  debt  amounted,  at  Whitsunday  1858,  to  1^3,362,  2s.  9d., 
against  which  we  had  a  balance  in  bank  of  L.229,  17s.  4d.  We  have  a 
sum  borrowed  on  security  of  bonds,  for  which  some  of  the  Trustees  are 
personally  liable,  of  Ll,250.  One  of  the  Trustees  holds  this  debt,  for 
which  he  is  now  the  only  Tmstee  liable.  The  amount  held  on  assignation 
to  the  tolls  only  is  L.  1,739, 12s.,  the  creditors  for  which  are  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  party  who  was  once  a  Trustee  on  the  road,  and  the  Trustee 
above  mentioned.  I  believe  these  sums  were  advanced  when  the  road 
was  made  by  parties  interested  in  the  road. 

I  can  give  little  information  to  the  Commissioners  as  to  the  interest 
payable  on  the  debt.     I  understand  that  there  is  L.259,158.  lOd.  of  ac- 
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CoTOty      cnmulation  of  unpsid  intoest,  and  a  further  sum  of  L.72,  14i,  lid.  flf 

P  rth        Italance  due  to  treasurer,  and  other  debts.    Interest  has  been  regnlarly 

_f '       paid,  at  4J  per  cent.,  on  the  sum  ofX.1,250.    The  whole  rerenne  from 

John  '  tolls  is  paid  into  the  bank  at  Callander,  in  the  name  of  Mr  Graham  Stir- 
M*Laren,  Eaq.lin?;  and  I,  as  cleric  and  surrejor,  reeeire  only  such  soms  as  are  to  be 
laid  oat  on  the  road,  aoc<»di«g^  to  my  mosthly  accounti,  fomisbed  after 
the  work  is  done.  Mr  Graliam  Stirling,  or  his  fiietor,  intromits  with 
the  rest  of  the  funds.  Upon  the  s«m  of  ill, 739, 12s.  no  interest  has  been 
paid,  so  far  as  I  know^  for  sereral  years  ;  but  I  have  been  told  that  some 
nas  been  paid  since  Whitsunday  1858.  The  funds  of  the  Trust  suffered  a 
considerable  loss  (about  L.500)  from  the  bankruptey  of  Mr  Grabane,  of 
Leitchtown,  who  was  one  of  tfae  acting  Trastees. 

I  am  a  farmer  myself,  and  am  acquainted  with  the  fiirmers  in  the  dis- 
trict generally.  Stirling  is  our  mark«i  town,  10  miles  off,  and  we  have 
three  tolls  to  pay  in  going  to  it.  For  a  cart  these  tolls  cost  Is.  I^d.,  ex- 
clusive of  town's  customs,  which  amount  to  about  8d.  per  cart  of  Tictual. 
I  pay  3d.  per  £  on  the  rental  for  statute  labonr. 

There  are  no  complaints  among  the  farmers  of  the  oppressiveness  of 
these  tfAU,  There  are  no  weighing  machines  at  the  bars,  as  there  are  on 
some  other  roads.  Opinions  vary  very  much  as  to  the  expediency  of  sub- 
stituting an  assessment  in  lieu  of  toUs.  Those  formers  who  are  favour- 
ably situated  at  present  would  rather  not  have  a  change.  The  tolls  on 
this  road  are  generally  paid  by  people  in  the  locality.  Since  the  opening 
of  the  railway,  the  Drip  Toll  is  also  mostly  dependent  on  the  local  traffic 
,  I  would  wish  to  add,  with  regard  to  the  expenditure  on  the  road,  that 

I  have  made  representations  to  the  Trustees  that  it  would  be  desir- 
able to  lay  out  more  money  upon  it  in  order  to  get  it  into  good  condi- 
tion. If  this  were  once  done,  the  annual  cost  of  repair  would  be  diminished. 
With  regard  to  the  cost  of  collection,  I  calculated  that  the  Barrhead  Bar 
last  year  should  have  yielded  L.20  to  L.25  over  and  above  the  rent. 


Stirling,  Wednesday,  eth  April  1869. 


MBMBBRS  PRE8BXT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.      |      Duncan  M'Laren,  Esq. 
MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIE. 


No.  III.   William  Gkiirdner  Jolly,  Esq.,  Examined: — 

William  G.  '^^^  Duke  of  Montrose  is  proprietor  of  the  whole  parish  of  Aberfoyle, 
Jolly,  Esq.  and  is  interested  in  the  Monteath  and  Bumbank  Road ;  but  I  have  never 
had  any  notice  of  a  meeting  of  Trustees,  and  am  kept  quite  in  the  duk  as 
to  the  affairs  of  the  road.  Everything  is  conducted  by  a  Mr  W.  Eraser, 
W.S,  in  Edinburgh,  who  is  the  agent  for  Mr  Graham  Stirling ;  and  the 
road  is  one  of  the  worst  in  the  country. 
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County 

of 


SiirHnsf,  Thunda^^  Itk  April  1859.  ^'^r'*'- 


VBICBKBS  FBESEVT. 

William  Smythes  Esq.     |     Drmcan  M^jaren,  Esq. 
MB  SMTTHB  IN  THE  GHAIB. 


No.  lY.  Patrick  J.  Stirling^  Esq.,  Writer^  DuDblane,  Examined : — 

I  am  clerk  ta  tbe  Crieff  and  Longeafnewayhead  Tvmpike^  the  Drip»     Patrick  J. 
Frewy  and  Netherton  Tinm|iike»  and  to  the  Dunblane  Dutriet  of  Statute  Stirling  Esq. 
Labour  Boads. 
The  two  tnmpikea  above  named  are  comprised  in  the  general  Pertb- 

TnrnpHce  Act 

Tko  Ori^  and  LtmffcoMtewaykemd  Tumpik4  extends  to  19  miles,  on 
which  there  are  three  tolls  and  three  eheck-baxs.  These  are  alwajs  let. 
The  revenue  from  tolls  was, — 

For  tbe  jear  1856-57, L.l,ie8    3    9 

„  1867-58,     .....        1^4  12    0 

The  expenditure  for  the  like  period,  on  ordinaiy  rquuis  and  mani^e- 
ODBcnt*  wasy.*'* 

For  the  year  1856-57, L.d69  12    6 

„  1857-68,      .         ,         .         .         .  757  14    8 

Since  1853-54  we  have  laid  out  a  large  snm  on  improvements,  and  on 
nakmg  a  new  branch  road  on  the  other  side  of  the  water,  from  Bridge  of 
Allan  to  Dunblane,  which  is  not  yet  quite  completed  ;  and  also  a  branch 
nad  from  the  turnpike  near  Keir  Gale  to  Doune ;  and  also  an  important 
entting  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bridge  of  Allan. 

Our  funds  are  in  a  very  flourishing  condition.  The  sums  expended  in 
impnuremeDts  have  already  been  more  than  repaid  ;  and  our  present  debt 
is  only  L.600,  which  is  secured  upon  the  tolls.  I  anticipate  that  this 
debt  can  be  paid  off  in  a  comple  of  years. 

The  tolls  were  lowered  fiom  6d.  to  ScL  on  carts  withoal  an  extra  load- 
ing, but  they  were  again  raised  to  4d. 

The  revenue  has  been  reduced  about  a  half  from  the  opening  of  the 
nuhrays;  bat  still  oar  revenue  has  been  mere  than  sufficient  to  keep  tlie 
road  in  good  order.  Since  the  traffic  has  diminished,  we  have  narrowed 
the  brei^th  of  the  metalled  part  of  the  road  to  the  nnth  ci  Dnnblane.  I 
do  not  anticipate  that  our  revenue  will  suffer  materially  from 'future 
railways. 

The  through  traffic  between  Stirling  and  Crieff  has  very  much  di- 
minished. The  road  is  now  chiefly  useful  for  local  purposes;  and  the 
persons  who  pay  the  tolls  now  are  chiefly  those  resident  in  the  locality. 
The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.75,  and  the  clerk  and  treasurer  has  L.50. 

The  I>rip^  Frew,  and  Netherton  Turnpike  extends  to  10  miles,  on 
which  there  are  two  tolls  and  three  checks,  which  are  let.  The  revenue 
was, — 

For  the  year  1856-57, L.899    2    8 

„  1857-58, 810  17     8 

The  expenditure  for  maintenance  and  surveyor's  salary  was, — 

For  the  year  1866-57, L.677  18  10 

„  1857-58 523  12    7 

The  debt,  which  was  originally  L.5,900,  has  been  reduced  to  L.G50. 
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:  Couuty  The  Dome  and  OallftDder  Railiraj  has  oidy  been  in  eperation  sace 

^^  July  last,  and  haa  already  affected  the  road  iiijariou8ly»  with  the  proapect 

of  still  farther  diminishisg  the  revenue.    But  at  present  the  revenue  is 

Patrick  J.     ^^^^  equal  to  meet  the  expenditure. 

Stirling,  Esq.      The  road  is  an  expensive  one  to  keep,  owmg  to  the  nature  of  tlie  8oil» 

and  the  distance  from  which  road  material  has  to  be  brought. 

It  is  not  under  the  same  siureyor  as  the  Crieff  and  Longcausewayhead 
Road.  The  clerk  and  treasurer's  salary  is  L.19, 19s.,  and  the  surveyor's 
salary  is  L.25.   There  has  been  no  reduction  of  the  rates  of  toll  lately. 

I  am  also  clerk  to  the  Dunblane  District  of  Statute  Labour  Roqdsy  com- 
prising  the  parishes  of  Aberfoyle,  Callander,  Dunblane,  Kilmadock,  Kin- 
cardine, Rippen,  Lecropt,  Logic,  and  Fort.  Mr  W.  Christie,  banker, 
Dunblane,  is  collector  for  the  whole  district. 

My  duty  as  district  derk  is  to  call  and  attend  the  meetings,  and  keep 
the  minutes.  There  are  272  miles  in  the  district,  according  to  a  calcula- 
tion made  by  the  late  clerk  to  Sir  James  Macadam. 

There  are  committees  in  all  the  parishes,  and  several  of  them  have 
separate  clerks.  The  money  collected  in  each  parish  is  appropriated  to 
that  parish,  and  applied  bj  the  Parish  Committee.  The  district  meetings 
dedine  to  vote  money.  I  have  not  heard  of  any  <;pmplaints  of  the  money 
being  misapplied ;  but  there  is  no  general  system  of  management  over  the 
district,  nor  any  district  surveyor,  although  some  of  the  parishes  have  a 
paid  surveyor. 

There  was  one  complaint  lately  from  Mr  McGregor  of  Glengvle,  who 
wished  a  road  made  along  the  margin  of  Loch  Katrine  from  the  Trossachs 
to  Glengyle  ;  but  this  has  not  come  before  a  meeting  of  Trustees  as  yet. 
The  roi^  is  on  the  Statute  Labour  List,  but  there  are  no  funds  for  the 
purpose.  It  would  require  the  statute  labour  money  of  the  whole  district 
for  several  years  to  make  the  road,  and  there  is  no  traffic  to  require  it. 
It  only  leads  to  Glengyle,  and  some  &rms  belonging  to  Lady  Wilfoughby 
and  the  Earl  of  Moray. 

I  do  not  think  the  statute  labour  assessment  is  at  the  maximum 
authorised  by  the  Act.  The  amount  of  the  fund  levied  in  1857-58  was 
L.  1,046, 10s.  7d. 

As  far  as  I  know,  the  statute  labour  roads  in  the  district  are  generally 
in  tolerable  order. 

The  statute  labour  money  in  Perthshire  is  raised  by  what  is  virtuaDj  a 
rate  on  the  real  rental.  At  present,  in  the  Dunblane  District,  it  is  3d. 
per  £. 

As  far  as  I  know  the  feelings  of  the  fanners  in  the  vicinity  of  Dunblane, 
I  think  they  are  generally  apprehensive  that  any  assessment  they  might 
be  called  on  to  pay  in  lieu  of  tolls  would  fall  more  heavDy  on  them  than 
the  existing  burden.  They  pay  the  statute  labour  money  cheerfully  at 
present 

I  hand  in  the  following 
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Abstbaov  of  AacomtTB,  nnder  the  Statute  Laboar  Rcwd  Att,  for  the       Coiinty 
Ehmblane  Difttrict  of  Perthshire.    Tear  ending  Ist  May  1858.  p^^^^ 


Namks  ot  PiBisnBs. 


Aberfojle^ 

Callander, 

Dunblane, 

Kilmadock, 

Rlncardiney 

Kippen, 

Lecropt, 

liOgie,    . 

Port.      . 


AsMflsment 

for  1857. 


£     s.   d. 

44  18  10 

123    2     3 

214  Id  10 

252  12  11 

170    6     2 

49  19    0 

27     7     4 

44  14    8 

130    4    8 


Arrears  and 
Irrecoverable. 


Amount 
received. 


1,058 


5 


8 


£    s.  d. 

... 

5    4  9 

4    9  10 

1  17  0 

••• 

0    8  6 


0  15    0 


£     #.    d, 

44  18  10 

117  17     6 

210  10     0 

250  15  11 

170     6     2 

49  10     6 

27     7     4 

44  14    8 

129     9     8 


Patrick  J. 
Stirling,  Esq. 


12  15     1 


By  amount  paid  for  roads  in  Callander) 
District,        .        .        .        .         ) 

S9  paid  for  Dunblane  District  roads,     . 

D  paid  for  roads  in  parish  of  Kincar-) 
dine  and  Kilmadock,  south  of  Teith,) 

M  paid  for  roads  in  Logie  District, 

n  I'ort  District  roads, 


n  Expenses  of  collection  and  clerk's| 
salary,  .        .        .        .         ) 


£    s.    d. 
202  14    8 

235  14    4 

285  19    2 

41  19  11 
205     9     6 


1,045  10     7 


971  17     7 
63     9     2 


1,035     6     0 


10     3  10 


No.  V.  Andrew  Crec  Stephen,  Esq.,  Kincardine,  Examined : — 

I  nm  clerk  and  treasurer  to  the  Culrotts  Distrid  of  Statute  Labour    Andrew  C. 
Roads.     The  number  of  miles  of  roil d  in  the  district  IS  18.  Stephen,  Esq. 

The  streets  and  roads  in  the  burgh  of  Culross  are  principally  maintained 
by  statute  labour ;  but  there  is  also  a  voluntary  subscription  for  keeping 
them,  and  a  grant  from  the  town's  fnnds. 

In  Kincardine  they  are  almost  all  on  the  Statute  Labour  List,  except 
the  turnpike  which  passes  through  the  town. 

The  rate  is  the  same  over  the  two  parishes  of  Tulliallan  and  Culross, 
viz.,  23d.  per  £,  which  is  the  half  of  the  maximum  rate  authorised  by  the 
Act. 

The  amount  of  assessment  for  the  year  1857-58  was  L.126    6    2 

The  town's  houses  under  L.5  are  rated  at  ]  s. 

Those  not  exceeding   L.8  „  Is.  Gd. 

L.20  „  25..  Tid.l  "■''''^^'  i"  ''"'^  "** 

L.30  „  3s.  Oil. 


»» 


luuximum. 


M 


above  that 


4s.  Gil. 
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Besides  ibis  entsrs  pay  3i.  eaeb. 
County  The  conversion  of  the  statute  kboar  at  tbcie  rotes  waa  fixad  by  wm  Act 

of  of  the  Justices,  in  1841. 

^^^'  There  is  no  mineral  traffic  on  the  roads.    Upon  the  whole,  the  asseas- 

Andreir  C     ^^^^  ^^  present  bears  lij^htly  on  the  inhabitants. 
Stephen,  Esq.      There  are  a  great  many  tolls  in  the  neighbourhood.    There  are  three 
toUs  within  a  circuit  of  four  to  five  miles. 

The  people  in  Kincardine  complain  of  these  tolls,  as  they  cannot  go  be- 
yond three-quarters  of  a  mile  in  any  direction  without  having  to  pi^. 

The  ferry  from  Kincardine  to  Higginsneuk  is  not  let,  but  in  the  pn^ 
prietor*s  o^m  hands.  There  used  to  be  a  steam-boat  upon  it,  w%ach  his 
been  lately  taken  off.  The  principal  traffic  upon  it  is  at  the  time  of  the 
Falkirk  Trysts.  A  great  portion  of  the  traffic  has  been  carried  off  by  the 
railway. 

Tiicre  is  no  surveyor  for  our  district  of  statute  labour  roads.  Tlie  resi- 
dent proprietoiB,  or  those  acting  for  them,  lay  out  the  money,  which  is 
allocated  by  the  district  meeting  every  year ;  and  imless  there  are  any 
special  circumstances,  the  same  sums  are  allotted.  The  two  parishes  are 
divided  into  seven  districts. 


No.  VI.  Angus  McDonald,  Esq. ;  Walter  Buchanan,  Esq.,  Callander, 

Examined : — 

A.  Mi>"Mr:  1,  We  are  respectively  treasurer  and  clerk  to  the  Dunblane^  Dcune^  and 
Ksq;  w  .iiii-  Callander  Turnpike,  which  is  constituted  under  the  General  Perthshire 
clijiii.'ii:,  i:sq.  County  Act.  It  extends  to  29  miles  from  Dunblane,  by  Doune,  Oalln- 
der,  and  Loch  Lubnaig  to  Glen  Ogil.  The  portion  between  Doane  and 
Dunblane  (4  miles)  has  been  made  turnpike  since  1853.  There  are  five 
tolls  and  two  side-bars  upon  the  road,  which  are  always  let.  The  revenue 
was — 

For  the  year  1866-67,      .  .  L.1,474  12    0 

„  1867-68,      .  .  .  1,476  11     0 

Tlie  expenditure  on  repairs  and  maintenance,  including  surveyor's  salary, 
was — 

For  the  year  1866-67,        .  .  .      L.415  10     2 

.,  1867-68,         .  .  .  977     6     3 

Mr  T.  T.  Mitchell  is  the  surveyor  of  the  road,' with  a  salary  of  L.35, 
aild  the  treasurer  has  L.16,  and  the  clerk  L.IO. 

The  difference  in  the  amount  expended  during  the  above  two  years  is 
merely  caused  by  part  of  the  work  executed  not  having  been  included  in 
the  account  at  the  time  it  was  closed.  The  average  cost  may  be  about 
Ij.730  per  annum. 

Exclusive  of  interest  on  the  debt,  our  revenue  is  more  tluui  sufficient  to 
meet  the  ordinary  expenditure,  including  repairs  and  improvements. 

We  have  been  enabled  to  pay  off  at  the  rate  of  L.260  per  annum  of  the 
principal  of  our  debt  since  1866,  besides  the  interest.     This  has  been 
effected  by  reducing  the  balance  due  to  the  treasurer. 
Our  debt  at  Whitsunday  1868  amounted  to  abont      .    L.9,600    0    0 

Of  which,  borrowed  on  bonds,  for  which  some  of  the  Trus- 
tees are  personally  liable,    .         .         .     L.6,100     0    0 

Besides  which,  wc  have  a  sum  of    .         .         3,300    0     0 
which  was  advanced  in  subscriptions  by 
different  gentlemen  in  the  neighbourhood. 

And  a  balance,  due  to  the  treasurer,  of  about    200    0    0 

L.9,G00    0    0 


Notes  of  Evidence,  241 

laterest  has  been  paid  at  4  per  cent,  on  the  bonded  debt,  as  well  as  on       County     ^ 
the  subscriptions.    The  rate  ai  interest  on  these  has  not  varied.  ^^. 

The  Doune  and  Callander  Railway  Company  are  to  take  L.d,000  of  the 
debt,  which,  when  received,  will  probably  go  to  pay  off  the  subscription  a.  M'Donald, 
debts,  which  are  understood  to  be  preferable.     The  railway  are  to  be    £aq.;W.Bu- 
postponed  creditors  as  to  the  principal,  but  not  as  to  interest.  chanan,  Esq, 

In  consequence  of  the  anticipated  opening  of  the  railway  in  July  last, 
there  has  been  a  fall  of  L.276  on  the  toll  rents,  as  compared  with  the 
former  jw.  They  have  not  been  let  for  the  ensuing  year  ;  but  we  do 
not  anticipate  any  farther  reduction. 

With  the  diminished  revenue,  we  expect  still  to  be  able  to  keep  the 
road  in  repair  and  pay  the  interest  on  the  debt. 

Whilst  our  revenue  has  diminished  L.276,  our  expenditure  has  dimi- 
nished L.200. 

The  distance  between  the  toll  at  Doune  and  the  toll  at  Callander  is  9 
miles,  and  from  that  to  the  one  at  Locheamhead  is  13  miles. 

A  great  deal  of  our  revenue  arises  from  travellers  and  tourists. 

An  assessment  raised  on  the  inhabitants  in  lieu  of  tolls  would  lay  a  bur- 
den on  them  which  at  present  they  do  not  bear.  There  are  numerous 
travelling  droves  of  cattle  and  sheep,  which  at  present  pay  toll,  on  their 
way  to  Falkirk,  and  on  to  England. 

The  toll  for  a  carriage  with  two  horses  is  2s. ;  with  one  horse,  Is. ;  and 
for  carts,  5d. 

All  the  people  who  reside  in  the  district  between  Callander  and 
Locheamhead  have  the  benefit  of  the  intervening  portion  of  road  without 
paying  tolls  at  all.  The  population,  however,  is  thin ;  and  if  another 
check-bar  were  erected  between  the  present  two  tolls,  it  would  not  pay  the 
expense  of  collection. 

We  cannot  say  whether  the  inhabitants  of  Callander  and  the  neighbour- 
hood would  be  willing  to  bear  an  assessment  in  lieu  of  tolls.  There  is 
not  any  feeling  in  favour  of  on  assessment,  as  two-thirds  of  our  revenue 
comes  from  strangers. 

Callander  is  becoming  a  place  of  considerable  resort  as  a  summer  re- 
sidence ;  and  no  doubt  it  would  be  more  sought  after  if  tolls  were  removed. 

Our  road  has  for  many  years  been  maintained  by  contract.  The  con- 
tractor is  by  trade  a  mason,  and  has  had  the  contract  since  1848.  The 
contract  is  renewed  every  two  years,  after  previous  advertisement  for  ten- 
ders.   We  have  every  reason  to  be  satisfiea  with  the  way  the  work  is  done. 


rerth,  Thursday,  Uth  April  185D. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

William  Smytlie,  Esq.         |         Duncan  M^aren,  Esq. 
MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  VII.  James  Dick  AfilUr,  Esq.,  Solicitor,  Perth,  Examined  : — 

I  am  a  partner  of  the  firm  of  J.  and  J.  Miller,  solicitors,*  Perth.  We  act  .Tames  D. 
as  treasurers  to  the  Great  North  Road,  and  almost  the  whole  business  of  Miller,  E^q. 
the  road  has  been  transacted  by  us  for  many  years.  The  road  pass^es 
through  three  counties,  Fife,  Kinross,  and  Perth,  and  the  Trust  is  con* 
stituted  under  an  Act  (10  Geo.  IV.,  cap.  61),  passed  m  May  1829.  The 
Trust  was  originally  constituted  by  the  Act  49  Geo.  III.,  cap.  31 ;  and 
the  branch  which  led  from  Queensferry  to  the  town  of  Dunfermline,  has^ 
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CoQBtj       by  sabseqaent  amngenept,  been  amalgamated  with  the  West  of  1% 
^^  turnpikes,  about  tbe  year  1830,  imder  the  powers  of  the  Fifeshire  Road 

^2!r'       Act,  10  €ko.  IV.,  cap.  84.    The  main  line  from  QseeBsfcny  to  Perth  is 
Jamei  D.      ^^  miles, — and  the  braneh  from  Burntisland  to  Cowdenbeath,  6^ — ^makiDf? 
Millor,  Kflq.    in  all  3^  miles,  of  which  about  17}  mSes  are  in  Fife,  11  in  Kmross,  and 
10}  in  Perthshire.     There  are  in  all  seven  toll-bars,  besides  diecks  and 
side  bars.     The  tolls  are  always  lei,  and  the  rerenne  from  tolls  was, 
For  tbe  jcar  1856-57,    .  L.2,237  10    4 

„  „     1857-58^    .  2,415  12     1 

The  expenses  of  repairs  and  maintenance,  indlidiDg  surveyor's  salary^  was, 
For  the  year  1856-57,    .  L.854  14    5^ 

„         „     1857-58,    .  .  948  14    6^ 

The  sakiies  of  derk  and  treosmrer  are  L.100  per  awram  (ckvk  L.25, 
treasurer  L.75).     The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.150. 

The  total  amount  of  borrowed  money  is  L.34,171  19    7 

Of  which  thete  was  secured  by 
bonds,  for  which  the  Tkivtecs 
and  others  were  personally 
liable,  ....  L.14,691  0  11 
S«t  of  this  SUB,  same  of  the  Th»- 
tees  who  were  individually  re- 
sponsible, have  paid  up  or 
otherwise  arranged  sums  amount- 
ing to    .  .  2,559    9    3 

Leaving  the  aoMnrnt  stitt  secured 

by  the  personal  obligation  of  tbe 

Trustees  and  others,  .  L.12,131  11     8 

There  was  fbrtber 

ad^-anced  on  the 

security  of   the 

tolls,     only     a 

sum  <rf         .      L.19,480  18    8 
To  which  naust  now 

be    added    the 

above  sum  of  2,559    9    3 


22,040    7  11 


L.34,171  19    7 


Having  since  1853  received  above  L.2,000  for  interest  on  compensation 

from  the  Edinburgh,  Perth,  and  Dundee  Railway  Company,  we  have 
hitherto  been  able  to  pay  interest  at  the  market  rate  upon  the  whole  of 
the  borrowed  money. 

The  tolls  have  not  yet  been  let  for  the  year  1859-60,  but  we  have 
reason  to  apprehend  a  considerable  reduction  in  consequence  of  the  ex- 
tension of  railways.  For  the  year  ending  Whitsunday  1852,  the  rents  of 
toll-bars  amounted  to  L. 2,288,  and  for  the  year  ending  Whitsunday  1859, 
to  L.  1,080.  Before  the  introduction  of  railways,  the  revenue  from  tbe 
road  used  to  average  from  L.6,000  to  L.7,000  per  annum.  The  expendi- 
ture in  repairs  then  came  to  about  one-third,  and  it  has  since  then  not 
much  exceeded  one- third  of  our  reduced  revenue. 

By  an  arrangement  made  with  the  Edinburgh,  Perth,  and  Dundee 
lioilway,  the  sum  of  L.  14,000  was  agreed  to  be  paid  by  the  Railway  Com- 
j>any,  as  a  compensation  to  those  Trustees  who  were  personally  bound  for 
the  debt,  or  had  advanced  money.  For  this  sum  the  Railway  Company 
are  pv^stponed  creditors,  both  as  to  interest  and  principal.  The  capittl 
has  not  been  paid  up,  but  the  Railway  Company  paid  interest  at  2  per  cent., 
from  1853  to  1807,  and  now  pay  interest  upcm  it,  at  the  rate  of  4^  per  cent 
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per  ftnnnrn.     The  amonnt  of  interest  already  paid  bj  tlkc  Railway  Com-       County 
pany  amounts,  as  at  31st  January  1869,  to  L.2,d739  16s.  6d.    It  would        i>^^u 
certainly  simplify  matters,  if  the  Trustees  who  are  personally  liable  were         "^ 
to  pay  up  the  sums  due  to  third  parties,  and  beeome  themselves  creditors     james  D. 
on  the  railway  instead  of  on  the  road  Trust.  Miller,  Esq. 

We  are  at  present  applying  for  a  new  Act  of  Parliamenif  as  our  exist- 
ing Act  has  nearly  expired. 

We  reckon  that  at  Whitsunday  next  we  shall  have  at  the  credit  of  the 
Trust,  a  sum  of  upwards  of  L.1,000»  applicable  to  reduction  of  debt. 

The  only  instance  in  which  I  know  of  any  of  the  Iwnds  being  sold,  was 
a  bond  of  L.500,  sold  by  Lord  Panmure's  executor  for  L.250.  I  have  ad- 
Yertised  others,  but  have  had  no  enquiry  for  them. 

The  Trustees  keep  up  nearly  a  mile  within  the  parliamentary 
boundacies  of  Perth,  wluch  the  surveyor  estimates  to  cost  L.36,  4s.  3d. 
per  aanum^  for  annual  repairs. 

We  are  also  derks  and  treasurers  to  the  Perih  Bric^,  The  Mdge 
was  built  by  subscription,  und^  an  Act  dated  1765.  Tbete  was  a  poDW 
age  for  many  year%  which  was  taken  aB  in  1788,  when  the  whole  of  the 
anbscriptiofis  were  paid  up,  and  a  sun  was  accumulated  ior  keeping  the 
bridge  in  repair^  of  Ij.1,500. 

The  revenue  now  consists  of  intefest  at  3}  per  cent,  on  the  sum  of 
L.  1,873, 3s.  3d.,  due  by  the  city  of  Perth  on  bonds  of  annuity, — and  rents  of 
property  let  at  L  J6  per  annum.  This  is  hardly  sufficient  to  meet  the 
ordinary  repair,  and  in  the  event  of  any  extraordmary  repair  being  called 
for,  we  have  wo  liimds  for  the  purpose^ — as  we  cannot  encioach  on  the 
principal  sum  of  L.1,500,  which  is  close  on  the  value  of  the  bonds. 

The  Trustees  keep  both  the  fabric  and  the  roadway.  The  ordinaiy  re- 
pair and  management  cannot  be  calculated  at  less  than  L.50  or  L^O  per 
anaum.  There  is  a  sum  of  nearly  L.lOO  due  to  ua  S0  treasurers  as  at 
June  1858.  The  bridge  is  within  the  parliamentary  and  police 
boundaries  of  the  city  of  Perth,  and  is  the  only  bridge  over  the  Tay  be^ 
tveen  the  acft  and  DunkehL,  iot  passenger  and  carriage  traffic. 


Ka  Vm.  Jokn  JDidtaon,  Esq.,  W.8.,  Perth,  Eizammed  ^-* 

I  am  a  partner  of  the  firm  of  Mackensde  ssid  Dickson,  wha  succeeded  the  joha 
late  Mr  Duncan  as  clerks  and  treasurers  to  the  Dundee  €md  Perth  Tnrn-  Dicksoo,  Esq. 
pike.  We  have  only  held  our  appointment  smee  1857.  The  Trust  is 
coBoprised  in  tlie  Perthshire  (General  Turnpike  Act.  The  road  consists 
of  33  miles  in  all.  The  main  road  between  Perth  and  Dundee  being  18 
miles,  and  the  rest  being  branches.  The  rooid  terminates  about  fcfdr 
miles  &om  Dundee,  at  the  confines  of  the  county.  There  are  two  tolls 
with  three  branch  bars.  The  two  tolls  are  17  miles  distant,  at  each  end 
of  the  main  road, — so  that  parties  may  travel  through  the  whole  Carse  of 
Gowrie  without  payini;  any  toll  at  all,  and  the  agreement  with  the  Rail- 
way Company  afterwards  mentioned,  provided  that  no  side  or  check- 
bars  should  be  erected  to  interfere  with  the  accesses  to  the  line.  The 
tolls  are  generally  let. 

The  rents  in  1856-57  were  .        L.  802  17    2 

„  .  718  15     6 

The  revenue  has  suffered  considerably  from  the  Perth  and  Dundee  Rail- 
way. In  the  year  1839^,  and  up  to  the  time  the  railway  was  opened  in 
1848,  our  revenue  amounted  to  about  L.2^400  per  annum  from  toUs. 

The  amount  expended  on  repairs  and  surveyor's  salary  was 

In  1856-57,  ....         L.545     9     6 

r,  1857-68,  .  .  .  ,  572     1  11 

The  expense  of  maintenance  has  been  very  much  veducdd,  and  stands' 
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Ot—lj       substitate  that  would  foe  aoeepUble.    I  hear  no  coraplsinls  of  £he  tolls 

•^        beiof  partiallj  or  unequally  placed. 

^'^  I  thmk  an  assessment  m  lieu  of  folk,  4»e  half  on  landlords,  and  one 

1^^  1(43 i).     half  on  tenants,  would  be  a  relief  to  the  latter,  and  that  a  fair  adjust- 

Imrie^  ^.     meni  of  tfais  nature  Tvould  ^re  no  parties  much  reason  to  complain ;  aad 

the  abolition  of  tolls  would  %vte  an  additional  indueement  to  build  feus  in 

the  neighbomiiood  of  Pitlodir  j. 


No.  X.  WiUiam  Imrie,  Esq^  liord  Provost  of  Perth,  and  William  Cfrag^ 

Esq.,  Joint  City  Clerk,  Examined  : — 

W.Imrie,£8q. ;     Within  the  parihMnentarj  bounds  of  the  city  there  are  1  mile  4  furlongs 
W.  Greig/Esq.  qq  y^jp^  ^f  burgh  sizeets  upbehl  by  the  Earl  of  Kinnoull,  under  an  obli- 
gation contained  in  a  very  old  charter.    There  are  also  portions  of  seven 
different  turnpike  Trust  roads  with  the  paritamentary  boundaries,  whoA 
are  upheld  by  the  Trustees  of  these  roads  from  the  turnpike  funds. 

The  streets  within  the  royalty  are  maintained  by  a  rate  of  3d.  per  <£ 
levied  on  occupiers  within  the  royalty  by  the  Police  CommissioneTB,  hot 
supplemented  from  the  burgh  funds  to  an  extent  which,  by  the  Local  A^ 
we  consider  to  be  limited  to  L.200,  although  for  some  years  we  paid 
L.400. 

The  Commissioners  of  Police  under  our  Local  Act  have  the  power  to 
BMintain  the  streetSi — hut  the  mteof  assessment  is  limited  to  2a.  per  £. 

Nothing  is  received  towards  the  repair  of  the  streets  within  the  royally 
from  the  statute  labour  funds ;  but  on  the  other  hand,  no  statute  labour 
is  exacted  within  the  it>yalty.  In  some  of  the  streets  without  the  royalty 
the  proprietors  see  consideried  to  be  bound  by  then:  titles  to  concur  with 
the  vest  of  the  proprietors  in  making  and  upholding  the  sfxeeU  in  which 
their  property  is  situated. 

There  is  nothing  levied  of  the  nature  of  •causeway  mail  in  the  town, 
specially  appheabk  to  the  maintenance  of  the  naads;  hut  the  petty 
customs  of  the  burgh  are  partly  chargeable  on  goods  paanng  throngn  tl!e 
town.  We  receive  L.500  yearly  from  the  railways  for  pettf  customs,  by 
an  agreement  wth  them. 

There  aie  4  teU4)ar8  within  the  parliamentary  boundaries,  and  3 
immediatelv  without  these  bonndariea. 

These  toUs  are  not  the  subject  of  miieh  complaint  to  the  inhahHanta ; 
but  it  would  certainly  be  an  improvement  if  payment  at  the  bar  of  one 
Trast  would  dear  the  toll  of  any  of  the  other  Trusts  around  the  city. 

We  would  consider  it  a  very  great  hardship,  if  the  city  were  called  upon 
to  pay  off  any  portion  of  the  debt  incurred  in  constructing  roads  in  the 
county. 

If  any  general  measure  were  introduced  with  a  view  to  the  abolition  «f 
tolls,  it  would  not  be  any  hardship  to  compel  the  dty  to  maintain  ike 
roads  within  the  parliamentary  boundaries, — provided  that  they  had  a 
right  to  assess  on  all  property  within  that  area ;  and  that  the  streets 
were 'maintained  in  the  same  state  as  at  present,  and  merely  the  nphold* 
nig  of  new  or  additional  streets  thrown  on  the  aasesament, — the  oonabnc- 
tion  of  these  being,  in  the  first  place,  laid  upon  the  proprietora  af 


bi  any  airangement,  it  would  be  desirable  that  the  burgh  should  be 
kept  distinct  from  the  county.  There  is  at  present  a  separate  police,  and 
in  all  other  local  assessments  they  are  quite  distinct. 

There  are  at  present  certain  ix>ad8  or  streets  within  the  padiamentaxy 
boundaries  which  are  maintained  out  of  the  statute  labour  fitnds.  There 
are  others  not  «n  the  statute  labour  list,  which  are  in  very  bad  order. 

in  regard  to  these,  there  is  no  one  excqpt  the  proprietors  bound  by  law 
to  ke^  them  in  repair. 


NoUt  o/Emdenct. 


£      S     ^       ^  -  -ri       lS- 


S  I  S    ■B'S 


of 
Perth. 


it 
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of  ^^       No.  XI.  Mr  David  Donaldson^  Clerk  to  John  Gonnisg,  Esq.,  Solicitor, 
PeHh.  Perth,  Examined : — 


Mr  David 

DonaldflOM. 


L.66    0 

0 

65  15 

0 

70  10 

0 

77  10 

0 

Mr  Conning  acts  as  clerk  and  treasurer  to  the  Dunning  Turnpike 
Trustees.  There  are  9  miles  of  road,  with  two  tolls  and  a  check-bar. 
The  tolls  are  always  let,  and  the  revenue  was, 

For  the  year  1856-67, 

„  1867-58, 

^  1858-59, 

»  1869-60,      .         -         .         .         .      ^ 

The  revenue  has  decreased  in  consequence  of  the  opening  of  the  Scottish 
Central  Railway  in  1848.  The  average  rent  of  the  bars  for  the  seven 
years  preceding,  amounted  to  L.2679  lis.  5d.  The  average  rent  from  the 
full  opening  of  the  road  in  1824  to  the  opening  of  the  railway,  was 
L.259,  198.  2d.  The  average  rent  since  the  opening  of  the  railway, 
amounts  to  L.93,  5s.  6d.  The  expense  of  maintenance  including  sur- 
veyor's salary,  was. 

For  the  year  185e-57, L.61     9    5 

„  1857-58, 61  15  11 

The  clerk  and  treasurer  has  L.IO,  and  the  surveyor  has  also  L.IO. 

During  the  last  two  years,  the  revenue  has  hardly  been  sufficient  to 
meet  the  expenditure, — but  we  had  a  small  balance  on  hand,  from  which 
the  excess  of  outlay  was  paid. 

The  road  was  constructed  by  subscriptions  from  the  landed  proprietors 
in  the  district,  who  made  the  road  with  a  view  principally  to  open  up  a 
supply  of  coal  and  lime  to  the  district  in  which  the  villages  of  Dunning 
and  Newtown  of  Pitcaums  are  situated,  and  the  estates  of  the  chief  sub- 
scribers. The  original  subscriptions  amounted  to  L. 9,047.  The  sum  of 
L.  1,500  was  received  as  compensation  from  the  Scottish  Central  Railway, 
and  was  divided  among  the  original  subscribers, — the  Railway  Company 
being  now  substituted  as  creditors  to  that  amount ;  but  postponed  to  a 
certain  extent.  The  settlement  stood  thus: — The  Railway  Company 
agreed  to  pay  the  subscribers  L.1,500,  for  which  the  Company  were  to 
rank  on  the  free  revenue,'^po8tponed  to  the  subscribers  to  the  extent  of 
L.d,100,  the  Company  next  drawing  interest  at  the  rate  specified :  any 
surplus  of  revenue  to  be  applied  in  the  same  order  of  payment  towvds  the 
capital  sums. 

The  debt  due  on  the  road,  exclusive  of  adjusted  interest,  remains  in 
amount  as  before,  but  now  stands  thus : — 

Original  subscriptions,  less  L.  1,500  received  from  the  Railway  Com- 
pany,       L7,547    6    2 

Railway  Company, 1,500    0    0 

L.9,047     6    2 


No  interest  has  nominally  been  paid  on  the  funds  subscribed,  and  ao 
continuous  state  has  been  kept  up,  calculating  the  interest;  but  there 
have  been  from  time  to  time  paid  to  the  subscribers  on  account  of  interest, 
the  following  dividends,  being  periodical  surpluses  of  income  over  expendi- 
ture, viz. : — 

In  account  ending  dOth  May  1836,         .        .        L.340 


if 


»» 


31st  March  1837, 
dlst  May  18S9, . 
3Ist  May  1841, . 
3l8t  May  1844,  . 


240 

197 
200 

418 


0 

0 
15 

0 
10 


0 
0 
11 
0 
0 


Carry  Forward,    L.  1,391     6  11 
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Brought  Forward,  L.  1,391 

In  account  ending  31st  May  1845,  ...  16 

*3l8t  May  1846,  ...  366 

3l8t  May  1849,  ...  485 

3l8t  May  1850, .         .         .  10 


j> 


» 


»> 


5 

11 

19 

1 

8 

3 

5 

5 

11 

9 

L.2,270  10    5 


I  am  not  aware  of  any  of  these  subscriptions  having  been  sold,  except 
one  belonging  to  the  estate  of  Mr  Stewart  of  Innerdunning  for  L.lOO, 
Tfhicit  sold  for  L.20,  but  that  sum  included  a  subscription  for  L.20  upon 
the  Auchtcrarder  turnpike  road,  and  L.60  on  the  Gleneagles  road.  The 
sale  took  place  about  two  years  before  the  Scottish  Central  line  was  sur- 
veyed,— ^but  subsequent  to  a  line  in  that  direction  being  agitated.  I  do 
not  think  there  is  much  prospect  of  any  further  dividend  being  paid,  un- 
less an  increased  traffic  takes  place  in  coal  and  lime,  and  this  will  much 
depend  on  the  railway  charges.  These  within  the  last  two  years  have 
been  raised. 

Mr  Hunter,  of  the  firm  of  Hunter  &  Conning,  is  treasurer  and  collector 
to  the  Auchterarder  District  Statute  Labour  Boads^  but  has  only  held 
that  office  since  May  last. 

From  the  return,  I  should  say  there  were  571  niiles  of  statute  labour 
road  in  the  district,  which  comprises  six  parishes. 

The  last  year's  rate  was  3 id.  per  £,  and  the  sum  levied  amounted  to 
Li .725.     The  rate  was  less  last  year  than  in  former  years. 

The  roads  are  under  the  charge  of  Mr  Ritchie,  C.  E.,  as  surveyor  His 
salary  is  L50,  and  the  treasurer  and  collector  is  paid  by  a  poundage  of 
5  per  cent.    The  clerk  has  L.IO. 

There  is  at  present  a  sum  of  about  L.200  at  the  credit  of  the  trustees. 

The  assessment  is  generally  well  paid.  It  is  levied  on  all  occupants 
of  lands  and  houses  rented  at  L.5  and  upwards. 


County 

of 
Perth. 

Mr  David 

Donaldson. 


Agreement  between  the  Scottish  Central  Railway  Company  and  the 

Trustees  of  Certain  Roads  in  Perthshire. 

{Handed  in  hy  Mr  Donaldson.) 

Copy  Minute  of  Meeting  of  Scottish  Central  Railway  Committee, 

23d  April  1845. 

The  Committee  having  had  under  thebr  consideration  the  diums  made 
npon  the  Company  by  the  Trustees  of  the  following  turnpike  roads  in 
Perthshire,  viz.,  the  Auchterarder  Road,  the  Gleneagles  Road,  the  Dun- 
ning Road,  the  Crieff  and  Stirling  Road,  and  the  Dalreoch  Road,  and 
hsvinp:  heard  Mr  Anthony  Murray  on  the  part  of  the  Trustees,  and  fully 
oMisidored  the  subject, — ^resolve,  as  follows. 

That  the  Company  shall  immediately  on  the  opening  of  the  nulway 
from  Perth  to  StirUng,  pay  the  TrusteeSi  for  loss  of  revenue,  the  following 
sums,  viz. — 

The  Auchterarder  Road,        .  L.2,300    0    0 

„    Gleneagles  Road,   .  .  6,000    0    0 

Dunning  Road,    .        .  1,500    0    0 

Orieff  and  Stirling  Road,        .  2,000    0    0 

Dalreoch  Road,      .  3,000    0    0 

And  the  Trustees  shall  grant  mortgages,  at  the  expense  of  the  Com- 
IMUnyy  in  favour  of  the  Company,  for  the  sums  so  to  be  paid,  giving  the 
security  of  the  tolla  of  each  road,  postponed  to  the  following  sums,  viz. — 


>» 
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Cauntjr 

of 
Perlii. 

Mr  David 

Donaldson. 


Auditerarder  lUuid, 

L.4,780 

0 

0 

Gleneagles  Road, 

8,000 

0 

0 

DcHiriNG  Road, 

3,100 

0 

0 

Crieff  and  Stirling  Road, 

4,000 

0 

0 

Daireoch  Road, 

9,466 

0 

0 

tSo  HuU  the  preferable  debt  shall  first  draw  interest  at  the  ordinary  ixUe 
on  sack  secttritieB  for  the  time  in  tie  country.  The  debts  due  to  the  Com- 
pany shaU  next  draw  interest  at  same  rate ;  any  surplus  of  revenue  skaU 
be  applied  in  the  same  order  of  payment  towards  the  capital  sums.  It  is 
to  be  agreed,  that  the  Oompanj  shall  be  entitled  to  send  two  persons, 
duly  qualified  under  the  Turnpike  Act,  to  act  and  rote  at  meetings  of 
each  Trust,  and  tlie  Trustees  sire  not  to  undertake  anj  new  expensive 
extraordinary  work  while  the  Company  are  creditors  on  each  Ti*ust. 

That  in  ooosideration  of  this  agreement,  the  Trustees  withdraw  their 
opposition  to  the  Company  in  Parliament,  resenring  to  themselTes  the 
beoeiit  of  the  Consolidation  Act  and  spedal  Act,  in  every  particular,  with 
the  exception  of  that  of  loss  of  revenue,  provided  as  above. 

It  is  agreed,  that  in  case  the  Trustees  shall,  before  the  opening  of  the 
railway,  pay  off  any  debt,  such  payment  shall  be  applied  towards  the  re- 
duction of  the  sums  preferable,  as  aforesaid. 

(Signed)        Joair  MurrjlT. 

Anthokt  Murray. 


No.  XII.  Patrick  Soutar^  Esq.,  Examined : — 

P.  Soutar,  Esq.  I  am  derk  to  the  Commissioners  of  Supply,  and  general  derk  to  tbe 
Road  Trustees,  under  the  County  Statute  Labour  Act  of  1811.  Two 
meetings  annually  are  held  by  the  Statute  Labour  Road  Trastees  on  the 
1st  Tuesdays  of  May  and  September.  For  statute  labour  purpoees,  the 
county  is  divided  into  districts,  in  terms  of  the  Act.  Of  these,  there  are 
eleven,  the  General  Trustees  having  power  to  create  new  districts,  ia 
terms  of  the  Act.  Each  of  these  districts  is  under  separate  management, 
with  a  separate  surveyor  for  each.  The  rate  in  each  district  varies  ac- 
cording to  the  wants  of  the  district.  The  statute  labour  assessment  is 
leviable  upon  ploughgates,  the  ploughgate  being  defined  by  the  21st  section 
of  the  Act,  in  such  a  way  that  a  rate  on  the  rental  practically  determines 
the  rate  per  ploughgate.  It  is  payable  wholly  by  occupants.  In  the  Perth 
District,  of  which  I  am  clerk,  the  rate  is  usually  determined,  in  the  first 
place,  at  so  much  per  £  on  the  rental,  and  from  that  the  value  of  tbe 
plouf^hgate  is  ascertained. 

There  are,  in  the  Perth  District,  about  140  miles  of  statute  labour 
'  roads.    The  amo«at  of  the  assessment,  at  3d.  per  £,  or  L.1,  6s.  lid.  per 

ploughgate,  was,  for  the  year  1857-^8,  L.  1,340,  as.  5d. 

The  total  expenditure  on  the  xtMuls,  induding  manageatent,  &c,  for 
that  year,  was  L.  1,440,  3s.  7id. 

Mr  T,  T.  Mitcheli,  C.  £.,  is  the  surveyor,  and  reoeires  a  salary  of  L.8O1 

The  collector  is  paid  by  a  poundage,  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent.^  and  tbe 
clerk's  salary  is  L.1 0,  10s. 

The  expenditure  last  year  was  in  exoess  of  the  iaeome,  and  tlie  rate  of 
the  assessment  was  raised  in  consequence. 

The  Brid^  Mon^  tor  the  county  is  levied  under  the  Statute  Labour 
Act  of  1811,  and  always  amounts  to  the  sane  gam,  vis.,  L.424,  5s.  dd., 
levied  from  proprietors,  according  to  the  valuatioa  roll.  I^e  rate  last  year 
was  Is.  3d.  per  L.  100  sterling.  Of  this  «um,  one  half  is  apportioned  among 
the  different  districts.  I  cannot  tell  how  the  proportioBs  were  fixed,  bat 
they  have  for  many  years  been  always  the  same  aums.  The  other  half  is 
divided  by  the  General  Road  TVustees,  upon  application  made  fior  parti- 
cular bxidges  over  the  whole  co«Qty. 
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The  «pf»1i€ttiofi8  «tc  fireqpQeiitiy  fin:  heyvtA  tlK  smti  «t  tbe  £qMsal  cf      Opmitj 
the  Trustees,  and  the  Trustees  require  that  before  acj  sum  is  xuiid,  •j^ 

erideaoe  filKMild  he  ftro^need  tiwt  tiie  work  has  been  peifaned,  and  the        ^'"^- 
money  paid.     In  regai^  to  the  ooostmction  «f  ae«r  hctd^^es,  the  mie  f^ene-  p,  Sontar,  Esq. 
tbUjt  fiHlo»«wd  is  ibr  the  cevoty  to  pay  one  half  of  tl^  expense,  on  the 
proprietor^  adnuMsng  the  other  half;  but  the  fnaii  is  h^  to  be  liaUe 
for  the  fall  flEmovnt  of  the  repaire  ef  bridges. 

I  see  no  object  in  keeping^  the  Md^  money  separate  fron  the  other 
road  funds ;  it  only  eomplieates  matters. 

Before  putting  any  nevr  road  on  the  Distiict  Statnte  Labour  LiBt,  the 
Tmstees  require  that  it  sihaJl  bo  propCTly  canstmicted  and  pnt  into  good 
ord«-.  It  is  in  the  power  of  the  Trustees,  on  eanse  shown,  to  pot  any 
road  on  the  Ufirt,  or  remofie  &ny  road  aiready  upon  thai  list. 

If  a  road  is  a  public  road,  and  yet  not  on  tiie  Statute  Labour  Last,  there 
is  no  power  to  compel  the  Trustees  to  put  it  on  the  List. 

By  the  Adt,  there  is  a  power  of  appeal  from  the  district  meetings  to 
the  general  meetings  of  Trustees,  anid,  in  some  cases,  to  ^e  quarter 
sessioBS  also.    Such  appeals  are  not  often  made. 


No.  Xin.  Mr  Ahxandar  BoberUm,  Ezamiaed : — 

I  am  surveyor,  under  Mr  M^Gonnell,  «f  several  tmnpike  raads  in  the        Mr  A. 
neighbourhood  of  Perth,  viz.,  the  Carse  of  Qowrie  Turnpike,  the  Dunkeld     Roberton. 
Tunipike,  the  Crieff  Turnpike,  and  the  Kindaven  or  Bridge  of  Isla 
Turnpike. 

Of  the  Carse  of  Gowrie  Road,  including  the  Muirhall  Brandy  there  are 
about  2  miles  within  the  parliamentary  boundaries  of  the  city  of  Perth. 
1  reckon  the  average  cost  of  repaicing  this  piece  of  road  at  L.39^  15s. 
in  all. 

Of  the  Dunkeld  Turnpike  Road,  there  are  1,333  rards  within  the  par- 
liamentary boundaries,  the  arerage  expense  of  keepang  which  during  the 
last  four  years  has  been  L.40, 10s. 

Of  the  Crieff  Road,  there  are  233  yards  within  the  parliamentaiy 
boundaries,  the  average  cost  for  four  years  having  been  L.IO,  10s.  per 
annum. 

Of  the  Kmclaven  Road,  there  are  1,263  yards,  the  average  for  four 
years  being  L.14,  9b.  6d. 

The  expense  of  keeping  up  roads  ior  two  miles  next  the  town  is  about 
double  the eoflt  per  imle  0f  tlw  rest  of  <he  nada.  it  ^lill  beabeid  L.30 
per  mile. 

The  tolb  on  the  Oirse  and  Bridge  of  lala  Roads  are  let  On  the  Dun- 
keld and  Ori^  Roads,  they  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Trastees. 

There  are  four  tolls  on  the  Dunkeld  Road  and  Branches,  and  three  on 
the  Perth  and  Crieff  Road.  At  the  toll  nearest  Perth,  on  the  Crieff 
Bead,  the  toQs  are  collected  by  the  wife  of  a  surfaceman,  and  she  receives 
78.  per  week.  At  the  Mecphin  Toll,  another  party  ^ts  5s.  per  week, 
maA  at  Crieff  Bar  the  same  sum  is  allowed.  The  revenue  on  that  road 
is  abaat  L.I30O. 

On  the  Donkeld  Road,  the  colleetor  at  Mnixton  Toll,  next  Perth  {who 
is  a  svrfaoeman's  wife),  receives  7s.  per  week ;  at  the  Buniam  Toll,  the 
ipoman  who  collects  it  gets  5s.  per  week.  At  Stanley,  it  is  collected  for 
Ss. ;  boi  the  Deans  Cross  Bar  is  not  under  my  charge.  I  think  it  is  08., 
hfot  I  am  not  sure.  The  revenae  on  the  Dunkeld  Road  was  Uwt  year 
aboat  L.930 

On  the  Dunkeld  Road,  there  is  a  htrge  portion  on  which  there  is  no 
toll^ — about  13  miles.    There  are  many  parties  who  make  use  <^  the 
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road  for  local  purposes  who  do  not  oontribate  anything  to  its  mamtenance 
in  the  shape  of  tolls. 

On  the  Crieff  Road,  the  tolls  are  placed  at  distances  of  6  and  10  miles. 

I  have  a  pretty  good  idea  of  what  these  collectors  ought  to  draw  in  the 
course  of  a  week,  hut  our  only  check  is  to  compare  one  week's  collection 
with  another,  except  our  own  knowledge  of  what  the  traffic  should  yield. 

There  have  never  been  cases,  since  I  came  to  Perth,  of  our  having 
reason  to  suspect  dishonesty.  The  collectors  make  a  return  every  week 
by  means  of  a  printed  sheet,  specifying  the  number  of  carts  and  other 
descriptions  of  traffic. 

If  we  had  a  checker  or  any  person  to  watch,  we  could  tell  if  the  number 
was  correct  on  any  particular  day ;  but  we  have  never  had  that  here.  I 
would  consider  it  an  effectual  means  of  preventing  dishonesty.  It  is  the 
system  pursued  in  the  county  of  Edinburgh. 

When  the  tolls  are  let,  we  generally  estimate  beforehand  what  we  con- 
sider the  toll  ought  to  let  for ;  and  if  the  biddings  do  not  come  up  to  onr 
estimate,  the  toll  is  kept  by  the  Trustees  in  their  own  hands. 

In  framing  such  an  estimate  of  the  rent  which  a  tenant  ought  to  give 
for  a  toll,  L.30  or  L.40  should  be  allowed  for  the  tacksman's  profit,  out 
of  which  he  would  have  to  maintain  himself ;  but  I  think  it  very  often 
does  not  amount  to  so  much. 

I  do  not  think  that  for  a  smaller  profit  any  one  would  take  a  toll  for 
the  sake  of  getting  the  toll-house ;  but  where  a  man  takes  more  than  one 
toll,  he  would  not  expect  so  large  a  margin  of  profit  on  each.  He  would 
allow  lOs.  arweek  perhaps  to  a  party  to  collect  for  him  at  these  bars, 
where  the  traffic  is  consiaerable. 

1  consider  the  expenditure  on  these  roads  sufficient  to  keep  them  in 
good  repair. 


Perth,  Friday,  I5th  April  1869. 


MEMBERS  FBESENT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.  |  Duncan  M*Laren»  Bsq. 

MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CUAIR. 


No.  XIV.  Otorffe  Condie,  Esq.,  Solicitor,  Perth,  Examined : — 

r  ^A^^^v  ^y  father,  Mr  James  Condie,  is  clerk  and  treasurer  to  the  StraMraaa 

i^onaie,  fcsq.   Turnpike,  which  extends  to  7i  miles,  with  2  tolls,  which  are  always  let. 
The  revenue  was — 

For  the  year  1856-57,   ....        L.1G6  14    0 
„  1857-58,    ....  169  13     0 

And  for  the  current  year,        .        .        .        .  162    5    0 

The  road  was  opened  in  1832,  and  the  revenue  has  scarcely  varied  beyond 
a  few  pounds.  The  road  is  upheld  by  contract^  which  has  lasted  for  seven 
years,  and  will  soon  expire, — the  contract  price  being  L.57.  The  f:ar- 
veyor's  salary  is  L.8,  8s.  lOd.,  and  the  clerk  and  treasurer's  salary  is  Lo. 

The  cost  of  constructing  the  road  was  defrayed  bj  subscriptions  on  the 
security  of  the  tolls.  The  whole  of  these  amounted  to  L.6114, 13s.  5d., 
but  upon  L.300  of  this  sum  no  interest  is  payable.  The  amount  of  the 
present  actual  debt  upon  which  interest  is  considered  to  be  payable,  is 
L.5873,  2s.  1  Id.  The  accumulation  of  unpaid  interest  is  shown  by  the  ac- 
counts as  under : — 


Notes  of  Evidence. 


258 


1857. 


•? 


May  15.  Balance  of  unpaid  interest, 

Surplus  divided  among  Trus- 
tees at  this  date. 


i> 


s» 


1B58. 


Nov.  11.  Half  year's  interest  on 
L.5873,  28.  lid.  at  5  per 
cent.  .    L.146  16    7 

May  15.      Do.        Do.        146  16    7 


L.4131    9    3 

93  12    3 

L.4037  17    0 


County 

of 
Perth. 


George 

Condie,  Esq. 


293  13     2 
L.4331  10     2 


I  think  that  generally,  it  would  be  quite  proper  that  compound  interest 
should  be  charged  on  the  debt,  though  it  has  not  been  so  charged  in  this 
case.  The  avemge  amount  of  interest  which  has  been  paid  yearly  (and  it 
has  raried  very  little),  is  L.l,  lis.  per  cent.,  and  the  deficit  of  L.d,  9s. 
per  cent,  per  annum  on  the  original  sum,  is  added  to  the  amount  of  ar- 
rears of  interest. 

None  of  these  debts  hare  erer  been  sold  so  far  as  I  know. 

I  should  say  that  these  debts  are  nearly  valueless,  as,  supposing  some 
extraordinary  outlay  were  required  in  some  years,  there  would  not  be  any 
surplus  to  divide. 

The  tenants  in  Strathbraan  hare  not  been  called  upon  to  pay  any 
statute  labour  money.  They  have,  however,  to  pay  the  tolls  on  this  road. 
I  could  not  saj  whether  or  not  the  sum  paid  now  by  the  tenants  for  tolls, 
would  be  equivalent  to  the  sum  which  they  wonld  be  <»]led  upon  to  pay 
if  statute  labour  money  were  levied  from  them  at  the  same  rate  as  firom 
other  occupants  in  the  county. 


No.  XV.  CharUi  Boyd,  Esq.,  Solicitor,  Coupar- Angus,  Examined : — 

I  am  partner  with  Mr  David  Clark,  who  is  clerk  of  the  Perth  and  C.  Boyd,  Esq. 
tyowpar'Angw  Turnpike  Road,    The  road  extends  to  22  miles  with  five 
tolls  which  are  all  let.     The  revenue  was, — 

For  the  year  1856-67, L. 769    0    0 

„  1867-58, 853     0     0 

There  has  been  little  variation  in  the  traific  on  the  road  for  the  last  five 
years.  The  expenditure  iu  the  years  1853-54  and  1854-55  was  consider- 
ably increased  by  an  extra  outlay  in  putting  the  road  in  good  condition, 
and  since  that  was  done,  the  annual  outlay  has  not  been  so  large.  The 
cost  of  repairs  and  maintenance,  including  surveyor's  salaiy,  was,  — 

For  the  year  1856-67, L.285     1     0 

„  1857-58, 801     9  11 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.35,  and  the  derk  and  treasurer's  salary,  L.2]. 
The  road  was  originally  made,  partly  by  subscriptions,  and  partly  by  money 
borrowed  upon  loan.  The  cost  of  construction  was  L.81 10.  Our  present 
debt  consists  of 

Ist,  Money  for  which  some  of  the  Trustees  are 

personally  liable, L.6996    4    8 

2d,  A  sum  of  L.940  of  original  subscriptions, 
upon  which  no  interest  has  been  paid  for  13 
years,  but  interest  has  been  accumulated 
upon  it  at  the  rate  of  4)  per  cent.,  and 
forms  one  of  the  items  of  debt,  .        .  940    0    0 


Carry  Forward,    L.7936    4    8 
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Coantj  Bmogfal  Fwward,    L.7936    4    8 

p<^  ^^'  ^  ^^™  which  BtxniB  oa  tlie  aeeuzity  of 

_•  the  tttUs  only, 2003  15    4 

C.  Boyd,  Esq.  ^I^his  was  obtained  by  way  of  compensation 

from  tbe  Scottish  North-Eastem  Railway 
Company,  and  was  applied  in  exiinctioB  of 
debt  for  whiek  some  of  tke  Tmstees  were 
personally  liable, — ^the  Railway  Gompttay 
becoming  pofitponed    creditora   for    the 
amount,  both  as  to  pviacipal  and  interest. 
On  this-  mm  no  interest  is  paid. 
4tb,  l^ere  is  also  a  balance  due 
to  the  UnMm  Bank  at  Whit- 
suad»y„     ....     L.^4    1     2 
Aad  to*  the  tiettBvei  pei»* 
sonally,  .        390  16    2 

»4  17    4 

dtht  intezesi  at  4^  per  cent,  par  anniua  for  1^ 
years,  to  Martinmas  1857,  of  the  original 
subscripiioa  debt  of  L.d4l0^         .  .  £07  12    0 

Ia11,342     9     4 

* 

The  smn  due  to  the  bank  waa  civaied  by  oror  dinfts  at  a  time-  when  there 
were  considerable  extra  espenses ;  hot  it  has  hcea  decreasing  oC  laAe  yean 
As  soon  aa  these  balances  ate  repaid,  the  surpliie  levoiue  wiU  be  fy>«H 
in  payment  of  interest  on  the  anginal  subscription  dcbi  of  Lb949. 

One  of  the  toUrbns  is  within  the  paytiamentary  houndadea  of  Perth^ 
and  another  is  within  the  police  bounds  of  GenpM^Angns*  Thoe  is  an- 
other bar  just  outside  the  police  bounds  of  Gonpar-Angus,  within  three 
quarters  of  a  mile  of  the  other,  but  payment  at  the  one  bar  clears  the 
other  ;  and  also  aBotfaer  bar  further  to  the  west. 

Mr  Clark  is  also  clerk  to  the  Perth  and  Ktr^laven  Turnpike  Road^  which 
extends  frons  Perth  to  the  bridge  of  Isla,  a  distance  o^  ten  nuksi  upon 
which  there  are  two  toila  and  a  pontage, — the  pontage  being  let  with  eae 
of  the  toll-bars.     The  tolls  were  let 

For  the  year  185&-57,  at L.d90  19    7 

„  1857-58, 614     6     6 

The  expenditure  oa  the  mainttnance  of  the  roedf  im^diDg  aavTeyer's 
salary,  was. 

For  the  year  1866-67, L.197  11    » 

„  1857-68, 182  11    8 

Mr  M'Gonnell  is  the  surveyor,  and  his  salary  is  1*34^48.  The  salary  of 
the  clerk  and  treasurer  is  L.15,  15s. 

Both  these  turnpike  roads  have  been  much  affiected  by  the  railways, 
particularly  the  Perth  and  Coupar-Angus  turnpike.  The  Blaargowxie  Iuk 
is  the  only  one  which  affects  the  Kindaven  road.  It  waa  opened  in  1855. 
The  amount  of  debt  advanced  en  the  security  ef  the  tolls,  only  ameunts 
to  L.  10,076, 13s.  od.  Interest  is  not  paid  regularly  upon  this  sum,  but 
the  surplus  revenue  is  all<»wed  to  accumnlale  till  it  amounts  to  L.800  or 
Ij.90O,  and  is  then  divided  among  the  creditors,  aceordang  to  the  amount 
of  their  respective  debts.      The  first  dividend  was  paid  in  1842,  and 

amounted  to L.3020  18    9 

In  1845,  there  was  paid 800    0    0 

M  1847,  „  800    9    0 

n  1848.  „  800    9    0 


Carry  Forward,    L.5420  18    9 


»,  1851, 

» 

„  1863, 

M 

„  1857, 

7} 

„  1859, 

n 
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800     0     0  C.Boyd,  Esq. 

SOO     0     0 


L.9420     18     9i 


The  road  was  originally  constructed  in  1791,  vak  the  total  interest  which 
has  been  paid  on  the  debt  since  that  time,  amounts  to  L.9420, 18s.  9d. 
Some  of  the  money,  however,  was  at  first  borrowed  from  third  parties, 
and  upon  loans  of  that  nature  interest  was  ihily  paid ;  but  these  loans  were 
soon  paid  up  by  the  parties  who  were  personally  responsible,  and  these 
parties  were  then  placed  upon  the  footing  of  original  subscribers. 

The  debt  was  ascertained  as  at  Martiamas  183<^  and  aasountcd  at  that 
time  to, 

Of  viincipa}, L.10,07«  13    Z 

And  the  accumulated  mteirest  to  .  8,633  13    4 

MflkiBg  the  whole  debt  at  that  time,  .     L.18,7I0    %    7 

Since  that  thne  we  have  been  in  the  habit  off  calculating  interest  at  4^ 
per  cent,  on  that  sumy— dedneting  the  dividends  that  are  paid  from  time 
to  time,  hi  the  returns  made  to  government,  the  whole  debt  was 
calculated  at  compotmd  interest  at  4^  per  cent.,  and  was  stated 
(for  1857-58X  to  be  L.48,275,  Is.  Id.  The  returns  were  made  in  this 
form  bf  the  directions  of  one  of  the  Trustees.  I  have  calculated  the  debt 
at  simple  interest,  and  the  resoH  is  a  total  of  L.  24,444,  3s.  6d.  Some  r)f 
tbeae  debts  have  been  occasionally  sold.  In  18d3,  the  late  Mr  Whrtson 
of  Parkhill  purchased,  for  L.300,  the  subscription  debt  due  to  Mr  Mac- 
donald  of  St  Martins,  wfaieh,  in  1830,  was  ascertained  to  amount  to  L.783, 
lis.  lOd.  This  carried  any  interest  which  might  have  aeeunuoilated  in 
the  ii^erval.  Mr  Whitson  also  purchased  in  1854,  the  debt  due  to  the 
late  Prindpal  Bairdy  which,  in  1830,  was  ascertained  to  amount  to  L.180, 
6s.  Id.,  and  for  this  he  gave  L.67, 10s.  Mr  Whitson's  executors  have  been 
unable  to  dispose  of  these  debts,  although  several  times  offered  for  sale. 

Mr  Clark  is  also  derk  to  the  Coupar^Anffiis  District  of  Statute  Labour 
Roads,  containing  62  miles  of  road,  and  embracing  the  whole  or  portions 
of  nine  parishes. 

There  is  no  regular  surveyor  for  the  district,  but  the  roads  are  of  late 
years  verj^  much  in  the  hands  of  Mr  Mitchell  of  Perth,  and  Mr  Callen  of 
Dundee.  The  money  is  apportioned  by  the  Trustees,  to  be  applied  to  the 
different  roads,  according  to  the  amoont  of  assessment  in  hand,  and  the 
requirements  of  the  several  roads.  The  money  is  laid  out  generally  at 
sight  of  the  proprietors  in  the  neighbourhood  who  have  an  interest  in  tho 
road.  Each  proprietor  is  naturally  anxious  to  have  as  much  as  possible 
applied  to  tbe  roads  in  his  own  neighbourhood. 

The  money  is  collected  and  paid  into  the  bank  by  the  collector,  and  is 
drawn  for  by  the  proprietors  to  whom  it  is  allotted.  The  amount  levied 
in  the  district  varies  with  the  rents,  but  it  runs  firom  L.400  to  L.470,  and 
the  whole  of  it  is  laid  out  annually.  The  collector  is  paid  by  a  per 
centage,  and  the  clerk's  salary  is  L»10. 

The  streets  in  Coupar-Angus  are  maintained  entirely  from  statute  labour. 
The  money  is  allotted  to  a  few  gentlemen  in  town  who  lode  after  its  ex- 
penditure,— ^but  these  hold  no  offidal  positien.  The  sum  so  allotted  is 
usually  about  L.22. 

Several  tunp&e  reads  meet  in  Conpar-Angvs,  and  arc  maintained  by 
the  turnpike  Trustees. 


256  Turnpike  Road  Inquiry — Scotland. 


Comity 

of  No.  XVI.  Robert  Charles  Carrington^  Esq.y  ExAxnmea  — : 

Perth. 

R.  C.  Cnr.        I  am  clerk  to  the  Atholf.  Tumpile,  to  which  I  was  onlj  appointed  l«st 
rin<,non,  Ksq.  week,  in  room  of  Mr  Leslie,  who  for  many  years  held  that  office.      The 
road  extends  to  37  i  miles,  on  which  there  are  six  tolls,  which  are  gene- 
rally let.    The  revenue  was — 

For  the  year  1856-67»       .  .    L.  1,706    9    0 

„  1857-58,        .  .  .         1,842     8     0 

The  expense  of  maintenance,  including  suryeyor's  salary,  was — 

For  the  year  1856-57,      .  .  L.941  15  11 

„  1857-68,      .  .  .  782  ^8     1 

Mr  Mitchell  has  hitherto  been  for  many  years  the  surveyor,  at  &  salary 
of  L.50,  besides  which  there  was  an  inspector,  at  a  salary  of  L.40.  These 
two  situations  are  to  be  conjoined  at  Whitsunday  next,  by  which  it  is  ex- 
pected a  saving  of  upwards  of  L.30  will  be  effected.  The  salary  of  the 
clerk  and  treasurer  is  L.30. 

The  debt  amounts  at  present  to  L.9,750,  which  is  secured  by  bonds,  for 
which  some  of  the  Trustees  are  personally  liable.  There  is  also  a  balance 
due  to  the  bank  of  L.866, 138.  On  the  L.9,750,  interest  has  been  paid  at 
the  rate  of  4  per  cent.,  and  to  the  bank  at  the  current  rate. 

The  annual  income  has,  in  some  years,  not  been  sufficient  to  meet  the 
annual  outlay,  in  consequence  of  extra  outlay  on  improvements,  and  re- 
pairs of  damage  by  floods.  In  1854-55,  the  Trustees  were  enabled,  out  of 
their  accumulated  surplus,  to  pay  off  L.750  of  debt, — ^the  original  debt 
having  been  L.  12,500.  The  Trustees  have  never  been  called  upon  to 
make  any  payment  in  respect  of  interest  due  on  the  bonds,  for  whicn  they 
are  personally  liable. 

I  am  also  clerk  to  the  Perth  and  DunkM  Turnpike^  having  been  also 
recently  appointed  to  the  office. 

There  are  26  miles  of  road,  composed  of  the  main  line  and  branch  to 
Stanley.  There  are  four  tolls,  which  are  collected  by  the  Trustees.  The 
revenue  was — 

For  the  year  1856-57,      .  .  .        L.848  18    0^ 

„  1857-58,      .  .  .  754  18  11 

The  expenditure  on  repairs,  including  surveyor's  salary,  was — 

For  the  year  1856-57,       .  .  .        L.686  15    O 

„  1857-58,      .  .  .  563     5     2 

The  debt  has  been  greatly  reduced.  It  is  now  reduced  to  L.  1 ,750  of 
debt  on  bonds,  with  the  personal  security  of  the  Trustees ;  and  there  was 
a  debt  to  the  bank,  at  Whitsunday  1858,  of  L.608, 10s.  5d.  The  debt 
due  to  the  bank  was  formerly  much  greater ;  but  it  has  been  reduced,  by 
application  of  the  surplus  income  towards  paying  it  off,  during  the  last 
four  or  five  years. 

The  revenue  has  of  late  been  very  much  reduced  by  the  opening  of  the 
Dunkdd  Railway.    The  revenue  from  the  load  was — 

In  the  year  1853-54,         .  .  .     L.1,920    0    0 

And  last  year  it  was  only  .  .  740    0    0 

I  expect  that  in  future  our  revenue  will  afford  a  surplus  of  L.70  or  L^ 
a-year,  which  will  be  applied  in  reduction  of  the  debt.  The  expenditure 
has  diminished  more  than  one  half. 

The  traffic  on  the  road  is  now  mostly  of  a  local  nature,  that  is  to  say, 
the  parties  resident  in  the  locality  are  in  fact  those  who  pay  the  tolk 
There  is  a  large  portion  of  the  road  on  which  there  are  no  toUs ;  and  the 
farmers  in  that  district  have  the  benefit  of  the  road  without  paying  any 
toll. 
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The  surveyor's  salary  was  at  one  time  L.135 ;  it  is  nov  L.106.     The       Coiwty 
derk  and  treasurer  had  L.45 ;  he  has  now  L.40.  pJrih 

As  factor  for  the  Trustees  of  the  late  Duke  of  Athole,  I  aet  as  manager         J^' 
and  Treasurer  for  the  Dunkeld  Bridge,    The  sums  paid  for  pontage  are  i  r.  c.  Gar- 
paid  to  me  daily  by  the  collector.    This  has  been  the  system  since  May  riogton,  fiiq. 
18M.    The  revenue  was^- 

For  the  y«ir  1856-67,      .  .  .    L.1,417  Id  10 

M  1857-56,       .  .  .        IMl    S    a 

These  sums  are  after  deducting  the  collector's  wages  of  ICs.  per  week, 
with  frequent  occasional  assistance.     The  whole  expense  of  collection 


L.71 
72 


8 

10 


2 
5 


For  the  year  1856^7, 

„  1867-58, 

The  miscellaneom  expenses 

For  the  year  1856*57,  ^  .        L^20  17    0 

^,  1657-58,  .  «  30  14  10 

The  ground  officer  has  charge  of  maintaining  the  roadway  of  the  bridge 
under  my  direction. 

There  are  about  200  yards  of  apiHroach  between  the  bridge  and  the 
Perth  and  Dunkeld  Tanipike ;  but  this  has  been  hitherto  kept  up  by  the 
Perth  and  Dunkeld  Road  Trustees.  On  the  northern  side  there  are  about 
25  yards  of  approach,  kept  up  as  a  part  of  the  bridge. 

I  have  hitherto  had  no  allowance  for  collecting  and  snperintendiag  the 
bridge. 

Oat  of  this  revenue,  after  paying  the  expenses  of  the  bridge,  interest  is 
paid  on  the  debts.  I  pay  interest  on  debt,  amounting  to  L.5^00,  which  is 
compoaed  chiefly  of  debt  constituted  by  bills  or  promissory-notes,  mnted 
by  the  late  Duke  of  Athole.  These  bills  are  transferred  occasionallyy  with 
a  bond  of  corroboration  by  the  Athole  Trustees, — ^the  bonds  being  at  the 
expense  of  the  Duke's  Trustees.  This  portion  of  the  debt  on  which  I  pay 
interest  stands  upon  twenty-two  separate  documents  of  debt,  held  now  by 
seventeen  different  individuals.  The  present  rate  of  interest  is  4^  per 
qbdM,  i  it  has  been  as  low  as  4  per  cent.  I  paid  as  interest — 
In  1863, 
1864, 


99 

99 


1 

L.241  11 

3 

1 

240  5 

11 

t 

245  12 

» 

t                             1 

265  17 

7 

1 

240  12  10 

1 

273  15 

8 

L.1,516  16 

0 

1866, 
1866, 
1857, 
1858, 


Emdtx  bill  bean  that  the  money  was  adtaooed  on  accoont  of  Dunkeld 
Bridge,  in  terms  of  the  Act  of  Parliament. 

The  surplus  reveikue  in  my  hands,  after  paying  the  expenses  of  the 
bridge  and  this  interest,  is  remitted  by  me  to  the  Union  Bank  of  Scot* 
land,  to  the  general  account  of  the  Athole  Trustees  ;  but  it  will  not  ap- 
pear from  the  bank  books  from  what  fovee  these  fands  have  been  derived. 

When  the  pentaffe  was  let,  there  was  no  exemption  in  the  articles  of 
roup  in  favour  of  the  Duke,  or  his  family  or  dependants,  nor  has  there 
been  any  exemption  rinoe. 


Ne.  XVU.— 


MUdM,  Esq.,  Examined  .w. 


I  am  assessor  and  collector  of  the  JhmiM  and  Atkoh  IHskioU  of     William 
SMuU  Labour  Roads.    The  accounts  of  the  two  districts  are  kepi  quite  Mitchell,  Esq. 
distinct  I 

ft 
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County      **  In  the  DunkM  DigtricC  there  are  nbout  60  miles  of  road»  and  it  oom- 
^  prises  five  parishes. 

""•  The  amount  of  assessment  levied  was  ahont  L.473  last  year.    Mr  T*  T. 

William      Mitchell  is  the  surveyor  for  both  districts,  and  the  money  is  ^plied  ac- 
Mitchell,  Esq.  cording  to  his  orders. 

The  rate  at  present  is  3d.  in  the  £,  or  258.  per  ploughgate. 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.20,  and  his  sub-surveyor  has  L.30. 

Tlie  money  levied  is  sufficient  for  the  wants  of  the  roads  in  the  district. 
Certain  parts  of  Little  Dunkeld  Parish  are  not  assessed ;  the  reason  being 
that  the  former  statute  labour  road  has  been  made  turnpike  in  the 
bishopric ;  and  in  Strathbraan  the  roads  were  maintained  by  the  personal 
services  of  the  inhabitants.  None  of  the  money  we  collect  is  applied  to 
the  roads  in  these  districts. 

In  the  Athole  District  there  are  five  parishes,  with  about  63^  miles  of 
road.  Mr  Mitchell's  salary  as  surveyor  is  L.IO,  and  his  sub-surveyor  L.6. 
The  whole  money  is  levied  in  the  Athole  District,  no  portion  being  exempt. 

There  are  regular  district  meetings  of  the  Trustees  every  six  months. 

"Mx  Mitchell's  accounts  are  paid  by  me  monthly. 

The  streets  in  the  town  of  Dunkeld  are  kept  up  by  the  Statute  Labour 
Funds, — all  the  money  collected  in  the  town  being  handed  over  to  the 
town  bailie,  to  be  expended  by  him.  It  amounts  to  about  L.17  or  L.I8. 
The  Turnpike  Trustees  repair  the  road  passing  through  the  town. 

There  was  about  L.60  of  debt  due  to  the  bank  at  Whitsunday  1858 ; 
and  there  may  be  L.100  more  now  for  money  advanced  by  some  of  the 
TVustees,  which  is  being  paid  up  bv  instalments. 

The  revenue  is  about  L.437,  and  the  rate  is  the  same  as  in  the  Dun- 
keld  District. 


No.  XVIII.  James  Anderson,  Esq.,  Blairgowrie,  Examined : — 

James  I  am  clerk  and  treasurer  to  the  Blairgowrie  and  Bridge  ofCaUy  Twrn- 

Anderson,  Esq. ptA»,  which  consists  of  six  miles  of  road,  with  two  tolls,  which  are  nearly 
at  the  extremities  of  the  road.  Only  half-rates  are  charged  at  each  bar. 
The  tolls  are  let  every  year.     The  revenue  was — 

For  the  year  1866-67,      .  L.381  11     6 

„  1857-58,  375     9  10 

The  expenditure  for  repairs,  including  surveyor's  salary,  was — 

For  the  year  1866-57,  L.126  19    7 

„  1867-58,       .  .  138     1     2 

There  is  no  regular  surveyor  at  present.  One  of  the  snr&cemen  has  a 
general  charge.    The  clerk  and  treasurer's  salary  is  L.6,  6s. 

The  road  was  made  turnpike  in  1844.  The  original  cost  of  construc- 
tion was  somewhat  less  than  L.  6,000 ;  but  further  sums  required  to  be 
laid  out  on  it,  which  increased  the  debt  to  L.6}030  as  at  Whitsunday  1858. 
This  is  entirely  secured  by  bonds,  for  which  the  Trustees  are  personally 
liable. 

Our  funds  have  latterly  been  sufficient  to  pay  the  interest,  as  well  as  to 
pay  off  part  of  the  principal.     The  rate  paid  is  now  4  per  cent. 

The  traffic  on  the  road  has  very  much  increased  lately,  and  the  railway 
is  rather  favourable  to  it ;  so  that  there  is  reason  to  anticipate  a  rise  of 
revenue  rather  than  a  fall.  Since  1854  the  tolls  have  increased  fully  one- 
third  ;  and  they  are  even  higher  at  the  letting  which  took  place  to^av. 

I  am  also  clerk  to  the  Blairgowrie  and  Coupar-Angxts  Tumpiiej  which 

comprises  4}  miles,  on  which  there  are  two  bars,  at  which  half  toll  is 

exacted.     The  revenue  aniounted  last  year  to         .  L.  136    7    0 

And  the  expense  of  maintenance  was     .        .        .        .  126    2  1 1 

The  Blairgowrie  Railway  has  affected  the  revenue  very  seriously.    The 
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Railway  Company  paid  L.IOOO  of  our  debt,  and  are  now  postponed  credi-       Comitj 
tors  for  that  sum.     The  Trustees,  who  are  the  other  creditors,  are  entitled        pj^. 
to  draw  not  more  than  4  per  cent,  before  the  Railway  Company  can  get  ^^' 

any  interest  on  their  debt.    As  yet  they  have  drawn  nothing.  James 

The  Trustees  have  paid  up  the  whole  debt,  for  which  some  of  them  were  Anderson,  Baq. 
formerly  personally  liable,  each  for  his  own  share.     The  debt  amounts 
(including  the  railway  debt)  to  L.3y544»  lOs. 

The  Trustees  have  always  received  interest  at  4  per  cent,  on  the 
L.2y544, 10s.,  and  there  is  no  anrear  due  to  them.  Our  accounts  this  year 
have  not  yet  been  made  up  ;  and  I  do  not  know  whether  we  shall  be  able 
to  pay  the  Trustees  4  per  cent,  on  their  debt. 

The  representatives  of  Mr  Whitson  of  Parkhill  stand  as  creditors  for  a 
debt  of  L.150,  for  which  onlv  L.lOO  was  paid.  I  am  not  aware  of  any 
other  sale,  and  believe  there  nas  been  none. 

I  am  also  clerk  to  the  Statute  Labour  Road  Trtutees  in  the  Blairgowrie 
Diitriei.  These  roads  extend  to  about  lOOJ  miles,  and  the  district  com- 
prises the  whole  or  portions  of  seven  parishes. 

The  amount  of  assessment  was  last  year,  .  L.631  14    5 

There  is  no  surveyor  for  the  district.  The  roads  are  taken  charge  of 
by  the  gentlemen  in  the  district,  to  whom  the  funds  are  annually  allocated 
by  the  district  meeting. 

In  Blairgowrie  we  keep  one  of  the  principal  streets,  passing  through 
the  entire  town.  The  turnpikes  only  come  to  the  confines  of  the  town. 
The  money  expended  in  the  town  is  laid  out  principally  under  my  own  in- 
spection. The  other  roads  and  streets  are  maintained  by  the  proprietors, 
under  the  obligations  contained  in  their  feu  charters.  We  have  a  number 
of  applications  for  streets  being  placed  on  the  Statute  Labour  List ;  but 
these  have  hitherto  been  resisted,  although  casual  grants  have  been  given. 

There  was  at  one  time  a  toll  on  the  Blairgowrie  and  Bridge  of  Isia 
Boad,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  town  of  Blairgowrie,  which  was 
found  to  be  oppressive,  and  complaints  were  made  regarding  it.  By 
means  of  the  toU  the  road  had  been  got  into  very  good  order,  and  the 
debt  that  had  been  contracted  was  nearly  all  paid  off.  Some  parties  came 
forward  and  paid  the  balance  of  the  debt,  which  amounted  only  to  about 
L.50  or  L.60 ;  and  the  Trustees  agreed  to  remove  the  toll,  and  to  place 
the  road  again  upon  the  Statute  Labour  List. 

Supposing  the  debt  were  got  rid  of,  I  know  no  reason  why  the  two  turn- 
pikes of  which  I  have  charge  should  not  be  amalgamated. 

My  general  opinion  is.  that  an  assessment  could  not  be  imposed  in  such 
a  way  as  practically  to  make  all  those  parties  contribute  to  the  roads  who 
now  do  so  by  payment  of  tolls. 

Many  of  the  tollmen  in  onr  neighbourhood  are  satisfied  with  very  small 
profits.  Their  wives  collect  the  tolls,  and  they  themselves  are  employed 
in  other  work.  I  therefore  think  the  expense  of  toll  collection  is  in  many 
cases  not  so  great  as  is  sometimes  represented. 


No.  XIX.  Archibald  Campbell,  £sq.,Aberfeldy,  Examined  :-- 

I  am  clerk  of  the  Weem  J)i9trict  SMuU  Labour  Roads,    These  con-     Archibald 
siat  of  about  66  miles, — and  the  district  comprises  parts  of  three  parishes.  Cauipbel),  Esq. 
The  amount  of  assessment  for  1856-57  was    .        L.141    3    1 
Besides  which  there  was  of  voluntary  payments  by 

certain  proprietors  in  the  district^         .  48    8    4 

L.189  11     5 
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Ooonty  In  1867*^  the  amount  of  Msesft. 

21^  ment  wm,        ....  L.142  11  10 

Volontary  contributions*     .        .  65  18    7 

AwhiMd  1^.208  10     5 


Pitrtli. 

jchib» 
Campbell,  Eiq. 


This  is  at  the  rate  of  3d.  per  £  in  both  years. 

The  expense  of  maintenanoe  in  the  year  1866-57  vas  156     0    7 

And  in  1857-58, 225  13     6 

The  district,  preWous  to  1857,  formed  one  with  the  Breadalbane,  Glen- 
Won  and  Strathtay  District,  but  they  are  now  separate.  The  saSair  of 
the  clerk  to  the  former  Weem  District,  for  all  branches,  was  L.6 ;  bat  no 
salary  has  yet  been  fixed  under  the  new  arrangements. 

There  is  a  debt  owing  by  the  barony  of  Bannoch  in  this  district,  which 
at  Whitsunday  1846  amounted  to  L.639,  16s.  lOd.  This  debt  bas  not 
been  brought  forward  in  the  books  since  the  airangement  was  aitezed, 
but  it  is  still  unpaid. 

The  debt  arose  prior  to  1838,  from  the  construction  of  a  new  road  la 
the  district.  There  is  no  interest  paid  upon  the  debt,  and  never  has 
been.  The  money  was  advanced  by  Sir  Neil  Menzies,  for  improving  the 
road  which  passed  through  his  property. 

The  roads  are  in  good  order.  There  is  no  surveyor  for  the  district. 
The  money  raised  mi  eada  estate  is  laid  out  within  the  district,  by  the 
proprietors  or  those  acting  for  them.  I  lay  out  the  money  on  my  own 
responsibility,  without  conmiiting  with  the  proprietors. 

The  object  of  the  voluntary  contributions  by  the  proprietors,  is  to  avoid 
raising  the  rate  of  assessment  on  the  tenants. 


No.  XX.  T%maB  Telford  Mitchell,  Esq.,  O.E.,  Examined : — 

Thomas  T.  I  am  a  civil  engineer,  and  have  the  chaige  of  several  roads  both  in 
Mitchell,  Esq.  Perthshire  and  Stirlingshire,  as  well  turnpike  as  statute  labour ;  among 
others,  I  have  charge  of  the  following  Perthshire  Turnpikes, — viz..  The 
Crieff  and  Longcausewajhead  Turnpike,  the  Athole  Turnpike,  the  Stratb- 
braan  Turnpike,  the  Oneff  and  Taybridge  Turnpike,  the  Strathtay  Tins- 
pike,  and  the  Tummel  Bridge  Turnpike  ;  and  in  Stirlingshire,  the  West 
Stirlingshire  Turnpikes,  consisting  of  three  dirisions.  I  have  also  charge 
of  the  following  Statute  Labour  Roads  in  Perthshire, — viz.,  The  Path 
District,  the  Dunkeld  District,  the  Athole  District,  and  the  Dunblane 
District ;  and  in  Stirlingshire,  the  first  or  Balfron  District,  and  the  fourth 
or  Stirling  District. 

I  generally  enter  into  contracts  for  the  supply  of  materials,  and  psy 
the  workmen  myself.  In  some  instances,  I  keep  the  roads  by  contrsct ; 
but  there  is  a  difficulty  in  finding  proper  men  for  this.  There  is  no  prse- 
tical  difference  in  my  method  of  managing  tnmpike  from  statute  labour 
roads.  In  all  cases  of  statute  labour  roads,  the  money  is  applied  by  me 
in  the  manner  I  consider  most  desirable  for  the  dbtrict. 

I  think  it  is  decidedly  preferable  to  have  the  money  managed  and  ap- 
plied in  districts  than  parochially.  I  think  the  whole  of  ScoUand  should 
be  divided  into  four  or  five  districts.  I  would  make  no  distinction 
between  turnpike  and  statute  labour  roads.  I  do  not  think  these  districts 
would  be  too  large  for  one  man  to  superintend ;  and  if  they  were  less, 
I  do  not  think  it  would  be  worth  the  while  of  a  proper  party  to  take 
charge  of  them.  He  would  of  course  requhre  to  have  a  proper  staff  under 
him,  and,  as  a  general  rule,  would  require  to  visit  the  whole  of  his  district 
twice  a-year.  One  of  the  advantages  which  I  think  would  result  from 
such  a  plan,  would  be  a  general  uniformity  through  the  whole  of  a 
district. 
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I  would  propose  to  have  one  Boerd  eitlier  fcr  each  diBtnet»  iir  fer  tlie      Cm^f 
irhole  Tinited,  or  both  thete  sjBtenw  might  be  combmcd  by  bariiig  one       «JI|L 
C^Dcnl,  and  four  or  five  District  Boards  or  Sab-eommittees.  reryk 

At  present,  I  think  the  loesl  nisni^i^ement  is  too  mnch  in  detail,  and  ^^mg  y. 
tiie  sanreron  are  to  a  certain  extent  tJiwarted  in  tbeir  duties,  and  their  intfM^  Bin. 
time  maeti  interfered  with,  by  faaTing  to  attend  loeai  meetings.  Under 
the  present  system,  I  do  not  think  that  the  roads  are  always  better  where 
tlie  trustees  resident  m  the  loeaHty  take  an  interest  in  and  attokl  to  the 
management.  Bat,  nnder  any  igrstem,  the  resident  proprietors  would  hare 
an  opportunity  of  viewing  an  interest  in  the  roods,  imd  oommunieating 
with  the  Board  or  others  in  charse  of  them. 

I  would  be  inclined  to  throw  the  whole  roads  and  streets  in  burghs  into 
one  with  the  ooonty  roads,  and  have  one  eooMMNi  fund  for  both.  1  would, 
however,  exclude  the  footpaths  in  burghs,  which  I  would  make  a  matter 
of  police.  My  objectioD  to  burghs  maintaining  the  whole  roads  and  streets 
writhin  the  parliamentary  boundaries  would  be,  that  it  prevents  that  uni- 
formity of  system  which  I  consider  desirable. 

I  consider  that  the  system  of  levjdng  by  toDs  is  objectionable,  and  would 
consider  it  far  preferable  to  raise  the  money  by  means  of  an  assessment, — 
such  assessment  to  be  at  a  uniform  rate  over  the  whole  of  Scotland.  I 
would  not  think  it  any  hardship  that  parties  living  in  a  poor  country, 
"where  there  are  few  roads,  should  pay  the  same  rate  as  those  living  in  a 
more  fertile  and  populous  country. 

With  reference  to  the  kind  of  assessment  which  it  would  be  desirable  to 
sobfltHnte  in  lieu  of  toUs,  I  wofold  propose  an  assessment  on  landa  and 
heritages  according  to  the  YaloKtioB  Roll.  I  think  this  would  be  pre- 
ferable to  any  mixed  fiorai  of  assessment  on  landa  and  horsea  combined. 

At  present  there  ore  parties  who  live  within  the  burgh  of  Perth,  who 
col  up  the  roads  greatly  by  carting  from  quarries^  and  yet  contribute 
nothing  to  the  mamtenance  of  the  statnte  labour  rsads.  These  parttea 
cart  for  buildings  in  the  town,  whidi  do  not  pay  statute  labour  if  within 
the  royalty.  Under  an  smiim<?nf  on  landa  aad  heritages^  I  think  those 
parties  woald  be  readied  so  as  to  make  them  coaCriboto  towards  the 
maintenance  of  the  roads, — altboqgli,  periia|M^  in  individnal  casta  they 
ndgfat  escape. 

By  uniting  counties  in  groups  as  I  have  proposed,  I  think  acooonty  in 
the  management  would  be  effected,  and  the  roada  better  kept. 

The  funds  at  preset  raised  by  statute  labour  eomfvaixm  ate  gsncrally 
suflident  for  maintaining  these  roads. 

I  think  it  would  be  desirable,  in  any  general  Actf  to  make  provision  for 
new  works  which  are  in  the  course  of  construction,  bong  assessed  in  some 
degree  to  meet  the  damage  done  by  the  heavy  carting  they  occasion, — 
in  the  same  way  as  is  pronded  by  tlie  Bailway  GoMoli&tioii  Act 
^  The  surveyor  of  a  mstrict  should  be  brought  np  to  the  profiessioa  of  a 
civil  engineer,  architect,  or  land-surveyor,  and  shonld  be  bound  to  devote 
Ms  whole  time  to  the  district,  and  not  to  acoq>t  my  employment  beyond. 
His  salary  to  be  paid  partfy  by  a  fixed  smn,  mmL  jmrtly  accstdii^  to  the 
vnmber  of  miles  travdled,  or  daya  from  home; 

AH  his  asnstanta  shoidd  hove  sahrim  ■■liipiiidiBi  of  the  principal 
Mil  veyui  • 

I  look  opon  tho  toads  of  the  coontiyaa  a  natiomd  affisiiv  hcnoei^ 
veason  for  a  general  aseesemcnt  en  hmds  and  heritagca  and  not  vpon  Ike 
owners  of  horses,  aa  the  benefit  doived  firom  toads  and  hoiam  is  not  ca^ 
ined  to  the  owners  of  the  horses^  but  indisccdy  to  the  pabtta  gCMsally. 

A  system  of  house  aceoromodakioo  Ibr  the  worimca  engaged  apoa  the 
toads  IS  much  wsnted.  Every  man  in  duege  of  the  satfiim  of  a  portiea 
of  road  riionld  have  his  house  on  the  sido  of  tho  toady  and  neat  tho  rmifO 
of  stteh  pottioiL    The  old  toU-hooaes  night  bo  uaefid  te  tbia  pwpoea. 
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County      The  principal  and  sub-surreyora  would  of  course  reside  at  some-con- 
j^^^,         venient  place  abont  the  centre  of  their  .respective  districts. 
^^^'  A  superannuation  fund  under  certain  regulations  should  be  adopted, 

Thomas  T.    ^°^  appUcable  to  fdl  the  officers,  servants  and  workmen,  employed  ander 
Mitehell,  Esq.  the  Board.    Some  fixed  rule  should  be  laid  down  for  obtaining  and  pay- 
ing for  materials  required  for  making  and  maintaining  the  roads  and 
works. 

The  length  of  that  portion  of  the  Coupar-Angus  Turnpike  which  is 
situated  within  the  parHamentary  boundaries  of  the  City  of  Perth,  is 
about  half  a  mile,  and  the  average  annual  cost  of  maintaining  it,  L.23 
per  annum. 


Perihy  Saturday^  leth  April  1869. 


MEMBERS  PBBSBNT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.  |  Duncan  McLaren,  Esq. 

MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  XXI.  Aleaoander  Monerief^  Esq.,  W.S.,  Examined : — 

Alexander  AuchUrarder  TumpUce. — I  am  clerk  and  treasurer  to  the  Auehterardtr 
Moncneff,E8q.  j^^rnpike,  which  extends  to  11  miles  from  Aberuthven  to  Greenloaning. 
The  road  is  called,  in  the  Perthshire  Act,  "  The  Road  from  Perth  towards 
Stirling  by  Auchterarder,  Blackford,  and  Qreenloaning ;"  but  in  conse- 
quence of  a  separation  of  interests  among  the  parties  concerned,  that  por- 
tion of  the  road  which  extends  from  Perth  to  Aberuthven  was  made  by 
one  set  of  parties  interested,  and  the  other,  which  is  now  called  the 
Auchterarder  Road,  by  another  set.  The  eastern  or  Dalreoch  part  was 
made  some  years  before  the  western  or  Auchterarder  portion.  The 
accounts  of  the  two  divisions  have  always  been  kept  separate,  the  one  set 
being  called  the  accounts  of  the  Auchterarder,  and  the  other  of  the  Dal- 
reoch Trust. 

There  are  two  tolls  and  two  check-bars  on  the  Auchterarder  Road, 
These  are  all  let  to  one  tollman.    The  revenue  was — 

For  the  year  1866-67,  ....        L.133    0    0 

„  1867-68,  ....  129     0     0 

And  for  the  current  year,       ....  137    0    0 

And  for  the  year  from  Whitsunday  next,        .  139    0    0 

The  expense  of  maintenance,  including  surveyor's  salary,  was, 
For  the  year  1866-67,  ....  L.87  12    8 

„  1867-68, 106  16     0 

The  road  is  npw  under  Mr  Ritchie,  C.E.,  as  surveyor,  at  a  salary  of 
L.20,  and  the  clerk  and  treasurer  have  L.12,  2s. 

The  original  debt,  when  the  road  was  constructed,  consisted  of  money 
borrowed  on  the  personal  security  of  some  of  the  Trustees  to  the  amount 
of  L.2,300.  This  sum  has  since  been  paid  up  by  the  Scottish  Central 
Railway  Company,  who  are  postponed  creditors  to  that  amount  Besides 
this,  there  was  a  debt  of  L.2,080,  6s.  lOd.,  arising  from  subscriptions  or 
advances  made  by  parties  interested.  Since  the  opening  of  the  railwav, 
no  interest  has  been  paid  on  any  of  the  debt,  the  revenue  being  barely 
sufficient  to  keep  up  the  road.  Previous  to  that  time,  the  revenue  en- 
abled us  to  pay  the  full  interest  on  the  L.2,300  of  borrowed  money ;  but 
to#ards  the  interest  on  the  subscription  debt,  we  had  only  been  enabled 
to  divide  one  sum  of  L.747,  28.  9d.  among  the  subscribers  in  the  course 
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of  34  yearsy  nnce  the  opening  of  the  road  in  1814.    That  sum  was  princi-      .Coantj     ] 
pally  made  during  fire  years  before  the  railway  was  opened,  whsn  there        p^jL, 
was  a  heavy  traffic  occasioned  by  the  construction  of  the  line ;  but  dur-        __*' 
tog  a  period  of  seven  years — viz.,  from  1838  to  1844 — ^before  the  raUr     Alexander 
way  works  were  commenced,  a  balance  of  L.668  odds,  due  the  treasurer  MoncriefF,  Esq. 
in  1838,  had  been  paid  off»  and  a  sum  of  L.  116  of  a  surplus  realised  for 
the  subscribers,  the  remaining  L.632  of  the  L.747  being  gathered  in  the 
iive  years  between  Whitsunday  1844  and  Whitsundav  1849.    Besides  the 
sums  already  mentioned,  the  accumulations  arising  »rom  interest  unpaid, 
as  at  Whitsunday  1868,  was,  at  five  per  cent.,  L.4,697, 12s.  6d.    From 
the  present  prospects  of  the  road,  there  is  little  chance  of  either  principal 
or  intei-est  of  this  debt  being  paid. 

The  revenue  might  be  improved  if  the  toll  were  removed  to  the  east 
end  of  Auchterarder.  From  there  being  no  toll  at  present  there,  all  the 
parties  on  the  east  of  Auchterarder  get  to  the  railway  station  without 
paying  any  toll,  while  thev  use,  on  an  average,  three  or  four  miles  of  the 
Toad,  and  this  portion  of  the  road  is  more  expensive  to  maintain  than  any 
other  portion  of  it. 
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[     County  J      ABSFRACT  of  Inoome  and  EzptondHiire  on  AuditeimKlcr  Tiini|£ke 

^r  •  Road  for  20  years  up  to  Whitsnndaj  1858. 

Perth. 


Altxaader 

1 

■"■ 

■^■^ 

^^ 

■" 

MoncrieffyEsq. 

Taanto 

Tolls  and 

Maiateit- 

laDeoaa 
PayaentSy 

Clerk  and 
Trea> 

WbitaOD- 

other 

anceof 

Intsrcst 

including  Sarreyo 

r's 

day. 

Receipts. 

Road. 

ofI>ebt. 

Advertis- 

Sag,  Ib- 

QonM  Tax, 

etc. 

Salary 

Sxpenaa  ofl 
Articles  oA 
Roup,  etc  1 

£      B. 

D. 

X     s.  p. 

£ 

8. 

D. 

£    8.    D. 

£ 

8. 

]>. 

£   a.   i». 

1839 

597    0 

0 

S88    0    0 

114 

0 

0 

80    0    0 

ao 

0 

0 

29    0    0 

1840 

611    0 

0 

386    0    d 

126 

0 

0 

93    0    0 

30 

0 

0 

98    O    0 

1841 

658    0 

0 

864    0    d 

124 

0 

6 

88    0    0 

80 

0 

0 

37     0    0 

1849 

778    0 

0 

860    0    d 

116 

0 

0 

41    0    0 

80 

0 

0 

28    0    0 

.        1843 

583    0 

0 

841    0    d 

112 

0 

0 

17    0    0 

30 

0 

0 

38    0    0 

^        1844 

738    0 

0 

335    0    d 

94 

0 

0 

55    0    0 

30 

0 

0 

37     0    0 

1845 

755    0 

0 

313    0    d 

83 

0 

0 

25    0    0 

80 

0 

0 

38    0    0 

1846 

778    0 

0 

404    0    0 

81 

0 

0 

16    0    0 

30 

0 

0 

31     0    0 

1847 

951    0 

0 

434    0    0 

92 

0 

0 

106    0    0 

30 

0 

6 

38     0    0 

1848 

830    0 

0 

399    0    0 

107 

0 

0 

23    0    0 

30 

0 

0 

33    0    0 

1849 

276    0 

0 

238    0    0 

1190 

0 

0 

26    0    0 

30 

0 

0 

41     0    0 

7^5  0 

0 

3,912  0    0 

1,138 

0 

0 

395    0    0 

330 

0 

0 

378    0    0 

Arerage 

of  11  years 

before  Rail-) 

way  was 

opened. 

i                   1 

G85  18 

2 

355  12    9 

103 

9 

1 

35  18    2 

80 

0 

0 

84    7    3 

1850 

182    0 

0 

115    0    0 

25    0    0 

20 

0 

0 

25    0    0 

1851 

151    0 

0 

101    0    0 

15    0    0 

20 

0 

0 

30    0    0 

1852 

128    0 

0 

85    0    0 

lU    0    0 

.20 

0 

0 

22    0    0 

1853 

148    0 

0 

72    0    0 

12    0    0 

20 

0 

0 

20    0    0 

ia54 

192    0 

0 

93    0    0 

15    0    0 

20 

0 

0 

23    0    0 

1855 

153    0 

0 

158    0    0 

12    0    0 

20 

0 

0 

19    0    0 

1856 

142    0 

0 

125    0    0 

14    0    0 

20 

0 

0 

19    0    0 

• 

1857 

133    0 

0 

68    0    0 

12    0    0 

20 

0 

0 

19    0    0 

1858 

129    0 

0 

87    0    0 

14    0    0 

20 

0 

0 

19    0    0 

1,358  0 

0 

904    0    0 

138    0    0 

180 

0 

0 

196    0    0 

Ayerage 

of  9  years 

since  Rail- 

»  150  17 

s 

100    8  11 

15    6    7 

20 

0 

0 

91  15    7 

way  was 

opened. 

The  arrears  of  toll  rents  at  Whitsunday  1839  were  .  L.119  4  5 
These  arrears  at  Whitsonday  1858  were  .       .        .  184  10    2 

Baring  these  20  years  only  1j.7  of  toll  rent  has  been  strnck  oat  of  the 

accounts  as  irrecoverable  or  allowance  craved  by  a  tacksmanj  the  reTonue 

as  aboTo  being  L.8,908. 
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IMreock  7\trnpike, — ^I  am  also  derk  and  treasurer  to  the  Datreoch  or       County 
easier  part  of  the  same  road.     It  is  12  miles  in  length,  and  has  on  it  ^^ 

two  toUs  and  two  ebeek-hars,  which  are  let,  except  one  of  the  check-hfirs,       Perth, 
which  is  merely  kepi  up  to  prevent  evasions  of  the  tolls  on  this  road  and     Alexander 
the  OriefF  Turnpike  Roady  Perth.    The  revenue  arising  from  these  was —  Moncrieff,  Esq. 

In  1856-57» L.360  10    0 

„  1867-68, 367  18    8 

The  expense  of  repairs  and  snrreyor's  lalaiy  was — 

In  1866-57, L.209    0    6 

„  1857-68,  .  .         .         .         .  206     8    3. 

Mr  Ritchie  is  also  8arvey<»'  on  this  road,  and  has  a  salary  of  L^30.  The 
salaries  of  the  clerk  and  treasurer  are  L^,  2s.  The  revenue  is  slowly 
increasing,  hut  the  road  was  very  much  affected  hy  the  opening  of  the 
Scottish  Central  BaQway. 

The  only  preferahle  debt  secured  upon  the  road  is  one  of  L.666, 17s.  2d., 
which  was  the  price  of  land  taken  from  Lm^  Elibank  when  the  road  was 
made.  The  sum  of  L. 3,000  was  paid  by  the  Scottish  Central  Railway, 
and  divided  among  the  subscribers  pro  rata^  according  to  the  amount 
of  their  subscriptions ;  for  which  sum  the  Railway  Company  are  post- 
poned creditors  on  the  road.  The  whole  subscription  debt  was  originally 
L.5»200,  but  in  1838,  when  assignments  of  the  tolls  were  granted  to  the 
subscribers,  the  arrear  of  interest  on  this  sum  was  accumulated,  thus 
making  the  whole  sum  for  which  the  assignments  were  granted  amount 
to  L.11,890,  88.  4d.,  and  this  sum  was  reduced  to  L.8,890,  88.  4d.  by  the 
{Miyment  from  the  Railway  Company.  For  ten  years  previous  to  the  open* 
mg  of  the  railway,  we  were  enabled  to  pay  interest  on  the  subscription 
debt,  accumulated  as  above  to  11,890,  on  an  average  of  L.406  a-jeor. 
These  snbscriptioos  were  reckoned  not  a  bad  investment,  and  were  fre- 
quently  bought  and  sold ;  but  they  never,  however,  brought  their  full 
nominal  value.  I,  however,  cannot  find  that  any  sales  took  place  during 
the  above  ten  years  before  the  railway  opened. 

Since  the  railway  opened,  our  funds  enable  us  to  pay  regularly  the  in- 
terest  due  to  Lord  Elibank.  Any  surplus  beyond  that  is  divided  among 
the  different  holders  of  the  subscription  debt,  in  proportion  to  the  ascer* 
tained  amount  of  their  debt.  The  accumulation  of  interest  unpaid,  cal- 
culated at  5  per  cent,  (in  addition  to  what  was  accumulated  in  1838), 
Amounted  at  Whitsunday  186S  to  L.M27,  lOs.  Id. 

As  dtfk  to  a  good  many  Road  Trusts,  I  have  often  been  asked  how 
these  road  debts  3iould  be  valued,  for  ihe  purpose  of  being  given  up  in 
the  inventories  of  parties  deceased ;  and  the  principle  I  have  gone  upon 
is,  that  such  debts  should  be  taken  at  16  or  17  years'  purchase  of  the 
average  dividend  received  upon  them  for  the  five  or  six  years  previous. 
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(bounty 
of  ' 
Perth. 

Alexander 
Moiun'icff,  Esq. 


STATEMENT  of  the  Receipts  and  E^nditure  on  the  Dalreoeh  Turnpike 
Road  for  the  20  Tears  previous  to  Whitsunday  1858. 


Years  ending 
Whltsimday. 

RBVEXtJE. 

EXPENDITUBE. 

Tolls. 

'    Other 
Receipts. 

Repairs 

• 

Iiitefei* 
on  Debt 

SlIIDS 

divided 
among 
Snbseri- 
ben. 

Mia.  Pays., 
Rents  of 

ToU- 
hoQsea,  In- 
come Tax, 
etc. 

Sur- 
veyor's 
Salary. 

Clerk  sad 

Trea- 

sorer's 

Sa]aiy,a]ii 

forArtida 

etc. 

1839 
1840 
1841 
1842 
1848 
1844 
1845 
1846 
1847 
1848 

Average  of  \ 

10  years   1 

preceding  \ 

opening  of  / 

Scot.  Centj 

Railway.  / 

1849 
1H50 
1851 
1852 
1853 
1854 
1855 
3856 
1857 
1858 

.\verage  of  \ 
10  years,   i 

Totals, 

Total  aver-'k 

age  of  20  >- 

years.     3 

£     8. 

990    1 
974    1 

1,054    1 
912    1 
770  19 
860    1 
832  16 
84i  16 

1,011  17 
900    5 

D. 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

£      8.   D. 

5    0    3 
9    2  11 
8  18    2 
8  12  10 

4  17    0 

5  15    5 
3    9    7 

31    7    4 

7  17  11 

10    7    4 

£     8.    IX 

411  17    1 
393    1    3 
393    0  10 
857  18    5 
848  19    1 
353    1    7 
347    9    1 
371  18  11 
467  14    0 
429  15    6 

£      8. 

22  13 
22  13 
22  13 
22  18 
22  13 
22  18 
22  13 
22  13 
22  13 
22  13 

ix 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
G 

£     8.    D. 

447    8    4 
519    9    5 
527  14  11 
411  10    7 
326    3    7 
360    4    S 
295  16    3 
446  14    2 
804    3    8 
423    7    0 

£     8.    D. 

40    3    9 
32    7    4 
43  15    8 
45  14    4 
20    0    1 
48    7  10 
40  13    4 
29    3    2 
114    7    5» 
18    1  10 

£    8.  D. 

so  0  0 
80  0  0 
30  0  0 
30  0  0 
30  0  0 
80  0  0 
80  0  0 
80  0  0 
80  0  0 
30  0  0 

£      8.  D. 

58    2    7 
40    7    4 
40  18   9 
39    5   1 
39  15   S 

38  16  10 

39  3   J 

40  19   8 
40    6  » 
38    S   S 

9,148  18    0 

95    8    9 

8,87415    9 

226  15 

0 

4,06111    1 

421  13    4 

300  0  0 

415  It  3 

914  17 

9 

9  10  10 

387    9    6 

22  13 

6 

406    3    1 

43    3    4 

SO  0  0 

4111   9 

426    9 

420    1 
425    1 
381    1 
320    1 
342    1 
293    1 
297    1 
854    0 
863    3 

7 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

> 

8    8    9 
a  18    7 
4    8    8 
48    6    8 
4  14  11 

4  13  10 

5  8    5 

5  8    8 

6  10    0 
4  15    3 

91  18    9 

• 

282  18    7 
210    5  10 
212    1    8 
203  14    9 

165  0    0 
162    8    7 

166  8    8 
160  12    tf 
179    0    6 
175    8    8 

23  18 
23  13 
34    0 
23  13 
22  13 

22  13 
33  18 

23  13 
22  13 
22  18 

6 
6 
8 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
5 

87    3    7 
105  13    4 

90  19    7 
74    8    3 
86    4    1 
36    3    6 
39  15    1 
83  18  11 
98  19  10 

23    6    3 

16  10    8 

13  0    1 
15    4    7 

14  15    4 
13  12    2 
19  11    4 
18  16    7 
13  12  11 
12    4    9 

30  0  0 
30  0  0 
30  0  0 
80  0  0 
80  0  0 
30  0  0 
30  6  0 
SO  0  0 
30  0  0 
30  0  0 

40   %  S 

38  IS  S 
40    1   4 
45    1   € 
32  18  10 

31  15  10 
82  11   ' 
82    5   5 

32  4   1 

33  1111 

3,621  19 

7 

1,91713  10 

238    1 

8 

648    4    1 
64  IC    4 

145  13    7 

800  0  0 

859  11   S 

862    8  11 

9    8    4 

191*15    4 

23  16 



2 

14  11    4 

30  0  0 

35  19  1 

12,770  17 

7 

187    2    6 

5,792   9    7 

464  IC 

8 

4,70915    3 

567    6  11 

60O  0  0 

638  10  10 

9    7    1 

289  13    5 

23    4  10 

235    9    9 

28    7    4 

30  0  0 

38  1»  4 

*  opposing  Scottish  Central  lialliray. 

The  arrears  of  toll  rents  at  Whitsimday  1889  woro  .        .    L.198  19  11 

Tlieso  arrears  at  Whitsunday  1858  vrero  ....        155  19  U 

During  these  20  years  L.9d,  18s.  9d.  of  arrear  of  toll  rent  was  allowed  the  tollraen, 
and  struck  out  of  the  accounts  as  irrecoverable — that  sum  being  about  three-fooitbs 
per  cent,  on  gross  rental. 

Dalpatrici  Tkimpike. — I  am  also  clerk  and  treasurer  to  the  DtUpalrick 
Tumpikef  which  extends  to  6^  miles  from  the  Crieff  Road,  near  Fern- 
tower,  to  the  Gleneagles  Road,  at  Tullibardine.  There  are  two  tolls, 
which  are  let.     The  revenue  was — 

In  1866-67, L.  128    1    4 

1867-68, 103    7    4 
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The  expense  of  maintenance  and  surveyor's  salary  was —  County 

In  1856-67, L.65    8    4  _  <>* . 

1857-58,  .         .  ...  63  18     3  ^°""' 

Mr  Ritchie  is  surveyor,  and  has  a  salary  of  L.8.     The  clerk  and  trea-     Alexander 
sorer's  salaries  are  L.2,  10s.  MoncrielT,  Esq. 

The  revenue  generally  has  not  been  affected  by  the  Crieff  or  other  railways. 

The  debt  consists  of  L.  1,200,  for  which  one  of  the  Trustees,  or  rather 
his  estate,  is  liable.  This  was  under  the  special  provisions  of  the  Military 
Road  Act,  1  Geo.  IV.  cap.  47.  There  is  also  a  subscription  debt  of  L.518, 
6s.  2d.  secured  on  the  tolls.  We  have  always  paid  interest  at  the  current 
market  rate  on  the  L.1^00,  which  is  considered  a  preferable  debt,  but  no 
interest  has  ever  been  paid  on  the  subscription  debt.  The  accumulation  of 
interest  unpaid,  calculated  at  5  per  cent.,  together  with  a  small  balance 
due  to  the  treasurer,  amounted  at  Whitsunday  1858  to  L.749, 18s.  4d. 

ABSTRACT  of  the  Income  and  Expenditure  on  the  Dalpatrick 
Turnpike  Road  for  20  Years  to  Whitsunday  1858. 


Years  to 

Tolls  and 

Mainten- 

Interest 

Miscel- 
laneous 
Payments, 
inclnding 

Surveyor's 

Clerk  and 
Trea- 
surer's 
Salary, 
Expense  of 
Articles  of 

Whitsun- 

other 

ance  of 

of  Debt 

>. 

Income 

Salary. 

day. 

Receipts 

1. 

Road. 

Tax,  Ad- 

vertising, 
etc. 

Roup,  etc. 

£      8. 

n. 

£     s. 

n. 

£ 

8. 

D. 

£      8.  D 

£     a.  D. 

£      S.   D. 

1889 

107    0 

e 

35    0 

0 

46 

0 

0 

10    0 

Nil. 

8    0    0 

1840 

09    0 

0 

45    0 

0 

47 

0 

0 

10    0 

M 

8    0    0 

1841 

80    0 

0 

33    0 

0 

48 

0 

0 

2    0    0 

n 

16    0    0 

1842 

108    0 

0 

34    0 

0 

48 

0 

0 

9    0 

}, 

10    0    0 

1R43 

112    0 

0 

38    0 

0 

65 

0 

0 

7    0    0 

n 

10    0    0 

1844 

113    0 

0 

45    0 

0 

43. 

0 

0 

5    0    0 

it 

11    0    0 

1845 

111    0 

0 

37    0 

0 

42 

0 

0 

3    0    0 

tf 

11    0    0 

1846 

110    0 

0 

38    0 

0 

42 

0 

0 

4    0    0 

6    0    0 

19    0    0 

1847 

104    0 

0 

30    0 

0 

47 

0 

0 

4    0    0 

2    0    0 

11    0    0 

184B 

100    0 

0 

44    0 

0 

54 

0 

0 

10    0    0 

2    0    0 

15    0    0 

1849 
Averaj^e 

144    0 

0 

61    0 

0 

62 

0 

0 

4    0    0 

2    0    0 

14    0    0 

1 

l,lt^8  0 

0 

446    0 

0 

534 

0 

0 

50    0    0 

12    0    0 

133    0    0 

of  11  years 

before 
opening  of/ 
Railway.  / 

103    0 

0 

40  10  11 

48  10 

11 

4  10  11 

1     1  10 

12    1    9 

1850 

108    0 

0 

41    0 

0 

53 

0 

0 

6    0    0 

2    0    0 

11    0    0 

1851 

107    0 

0 

39    0 

0 

44 

0 

0 

4    0    0 

2    0    0 

13    0    0 

1852 

86    0 

0 

3/»    0 

0 

46 

0 

0 

2    0    0 

2    0    0 

12    0    0 

1853 

106    0 

0 

31     0 

0 

45 

0 

0 

4    0    0 

3    0    0 

11    0    0 

1854 

130    0 

0 

39    0^ 

0 

45 

0 

0 

9    0    0 

2    0    0 

10    0    0 

1855 

116    0 

0 

60    0 

0 

49 

0 

0 

5    0    0 

8    0    0 

8    0    0 

1856 

146    0 

0 

53    0 

0 

51 

0 

0 

13    0    0 

8    0    0 

8    0    0 

1867 

125    0 

0 

57    0 

0 

49 

0 

0 

5    0    0 

8    0    0 

8    0    0 

1858 

Average  '\ 
of  9  years 
since 

102    0 

0 

56    0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

3    0    0 

8    0    0 

9    0    0 

1,026  0 

0 

411    0 

0 

432 

0 

0 

51    0    0 

42    0    0 

90    0    0 

114    0 

0 

45  13 

4 

48 

0 

0 

5  13    4 

4  13    4 

10    0    0 

opening  | 

of  Railway.' 

The  arrears  of  toll  ronts  at  Whitsunday  1839  were  .       l''^    2    9 

These  arrears  at  Whitsunday  1858  were  .        .        -  59  11    9 

During  these  20  years  only  L.7,  lOs.  have  been  struck  off  the  accounts  as 

toll  rents  irrecoverable  or  allowed  the  tollmen,  being  about  one-third  per 

cent,  on  the  revenue. 


268  Turnpike  Road  Inqmry — Scotland. 

County  OleneagUs  Than^ike, — I  am  also  elerk  and  treasmcr  to  tlie  QlmuMfftm 

^  Road,  which  extends  for  a  distance  of  24  miles,  and  apmi  wiiich  there 

'j^'       are  five  t<^8  and  one  cbeck-bar.    The  revenue  was — 

Alexander  ^^  18«^7 L.481  U     2 

M<mcricff,E8q.  1867-58,  466    6     O 

The  expense  of  maintenanee  and  repair,  incliidiiig  furrcyor'a  aalaiTi 


In  1866-67, L.256    7     4 

1867-68, 256    9    2 

Mr  Ritchie  acts  as  surreyor,  and  his  salary  ia  L^.    The  clerk  aad 
treasurer  have  L.22,  28. 

The  reyenue  of  this  road  hat  been  Terr  much  affected  by  the  Seottidi 
Central  Railway.  The  road  was  origiBalnr  made  principally^  for  bringing 
coals  from  the  Dollar  District,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Ocluls,  to  Stnth- 
eam. 

The  railway  contributed  L.6,00O  towards  payment  of  the  existing'  debt 
on  the  road,  and  for  this  sum  they  are  postponed  creditors,  after  Ii.8,000^ 
which  is  to  be  preferable.  At  that  time,  the  rerenue  deriTed  from  the 
road  was  held  to  be  sufficient  to  pay  interest  on  L.  14,000.  Previous  to 
the  opening  of  the  railway,  the  road  neyer  paid  interest  on  the  whole 
debt,  which  originally  amounted,  as  ascertamed  in  1829,  to  L.23,69^ 
13s.  2d.  Tbb  is  exclusiye  of  a  large  sum  of  subscriptions.  Of  the  mboye 
sum,  12,000  was  borrowed  on  bonds,  for  which  nearly  all  the  Trustees  be- 
came personally  liable,  and  some  of  them  are  still  liable  for  about  one 
half  of  this  sum,  while  the  other  parties  bound  have  paid  up  their  nro- 
portions  of  that  debt  Three  of  the  Trustees  also  borrowed,  on  tneir 
joint  personal  bonds,  a  farther  sum  pf  L.600,  which  is  still  wholly  due  by 
them,  and  all  these  obligants,  as  well  as  the  Trustees  who  paid  up  their 
liabilities,  are  now  creditors  on  the  security  of  the  tolls,  both  for  their 
liability  and  for  their  payment.  The  L.6,000  received  from  the  Railway 
Company  was  applied  generally  in  liquidation  of  the  arrears  of  interest 
due  at  that  time,  so  that  the  capital  debt  now  amounts  to  L. 29,592; 
Ids.  2d.  Since  the  opening  of  the  railway,  we  have  been  nearly  enabled, 
from  the  funds  of  the  road,  to  pay  the  interest  upon  the  L.8,000,  whidi, 
as  I  have  before  mentioned,  was  to  be  held  as  tne  preferable  debt.  No 
interest  has  ever  been  paid  on  any  portion  of  the  railway  debt,  and  the 
accumulation  of  interest  unpaid,  calculated  at  6  per  cent.,  was,  at  Wlut- 
aunday  1868,  L.  17,086,  6s.  4d.  If  the  subscription  debt  be  added  to 
this,  with  interest  at  the  same  rate,  the  total  debt,  as  at  Whitsunday 
1868,  amounted  to  L.63,614,  lis.  2id.  I  am  aware,  from  my  own  imov* 
ledge,  that  several  of  the  Trustees,  who  became  security  for  the  funds 
borrowed,  had  to  borrow  the  money  to  pay  up  the  loans  for  whidi  thej 
were  originally  responsible,  and  that  the  road  is  now  coating  them  aeveral 
hundred  pounds  a-year. 
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ABSTRACT  of  Income  and  E]q)enditnre  on  Gleneagies  Tornpike  Road 

for  20  Years  up  to  Whitsunday  1858. 


Miscel- 
laneous 
Pay- 
ment, in- 

Clerk  and 

Sundry 
Receipts, 

Trea. 
surer's 

Years  to 

being 
Composi- 
tions, In- 
come Tax 
retained, 
etc. 

Mainten-  1 

Sur- 

Salary, 

T% _1 

Whitsatt- 
day. 

Tolls. 

ance  oi 
Road. 

f 

Interest 
of  Debt. 

clading 

Income 

Tax,  Ad- 

vertising, 

etc. 

veyor's 
Salary. 

Bxpense  of 
Articles  of 
Roup,  Ac- 
counts, and 
Discharf^es 

of  Debt. 

£ 

s. 

D. 

jC     a    n. 

X 

8. 

D. 

i,    LD. 

£    8.  o. 

£8.  D. 

X      B.  D. 

1839 

1,430 

0 

0 

59    0    0 

608 

0 

0 

461  0  0 

17    0    0 

56  0  0 

48    0    0 

1840 

1,444 

0 

0 

41    0    0 

667 

0 

0 

498  0  0 

20    0    0 

560  0 

54    0    0 

1841 

1,330 

0 

0 

22    0    0 

579 

0 

0 

486  0  0 

19    0    0 

6600 

130    0    0 

1843 

1,280 

0 

0 

22    0    0 

622 

0 

0 

490  0  0 

73    0    0 

56  0  0 

71    0    0 

1843 

1,142 

0 

0 

34    0    0 

481 

0 

0 

490  0  0 

28    0    0 

56  0  0 

54    0    0 

3844 

1,177 

0 

0 

40    0    0 

560 

0 

0 

427  0  0 

65    0    0 

56  0  0 

50    0    0 

1845 

1,101 

0 

0 

30    0    0 

517 

0 

0 

428  0  0 

66    0    0 

56  0  0 

48    0    0 

1846 

1,161 

0 

0 

138    0    0 

604 

0 

0 

421  0  0 

37    0    0 

66  0  0 

51    0    0 

1847 

1,105 

0 

0 

78    0    0 

703 

0 

0 

489  0  0 

315«  0    0 

56  0  0 

63    0    0 

184S 

1,011 

0 

0 

22    0    0 

703 

0 

0 

566  0  0 

43    0    0 

£6  00 

77    0    0 

1849 

843 

0 

0 

25    0    0 

656 

0 

0 

619  0  0 

44    0    0 

56  00 

64    0    0 

12,964 

0 

0 

511    0    0 

6,700 

0 

0 

5,394  0  0 

716    0    0 

616  0  0 

690    0    0 

Ayerageof 

11  years  be- 

fore Rail- 
way was 
opened.   > 

1,178  10  10 

46    9    1 

609 

1  10 

490  7  8 

65    1  10 

66  0  0 

62  14    G 

— 

1850 

597 

0 

0 

5    0    0 

399 

0 

0 

19    0    C 

51  0  0 

39    0    0 

1861 

744 

0 

0 

•  •• 

384 

0 

0 

52    0    0 

51  0  0 

44    0    0 

1852 

477 

0 

0 

6    0    0 

223 

0 

0 

12    0    0 

51  0  0 

40    0    0 

1853 

450 

0 

0 

8    0    0 

188 

0 

0 

118    0    0 

51  0  0 

35    0    0 

1854 

563 

0 

0 

4    0    0 

207 

0 

0 

26    0    0 

46  0  0 

35    0    0 

1855 

638 

0 

0 

9    0    0 

282 

0 

0 

»•« 

14    0    0 

35  00 

82    0    0 

1856 

556 

0 

0 

9    0    0 

222 

0 

0 

23    0    0 

35  0  0 

33    0    0 

1857 

480 

0 

0 

11    0    0 

221 

0 

0 

9    0    0 

35  0  0 

32    0    0 

1858 

445 

0 

0 

10    0    0 

221 

0 

0 

7    0    0 

35  0  0 

34    0    0 

4,941 

0 

0 

62    0    0 

2,347 

0 

0 

... 

282    0    0 

39000 

324    0    0 

A.Tenige  of  \ 
Qyears    1 

nnce  Rail-} 

549 

0 

0 

6  17    ^ 

260  15 

6J 

•  •« 

31    6    8 

43  6  8 

36    0    0 

way  was 

_  opened.  / 

County 

of 
Perth. 

Alexamlor 
MoncriefF,  Esq. 


*  Parliamentary  opposition. 


The  arrears  of  toll  rents,  etc.  at  Whitsunday  1839  were  L.819  14  10 
These  arrears  at  Whitsunday  1858  were  ...  242    4    6 

During  these  20  years  L.236,  16s.  lOd.  were  struck  out  of  the  accounts 

for  allowance  craved  by  tollmen,  arrears  irrecoverable^  etc.,  said  sum  being 

abont  l\  per  cent,  on  revenue. 


270  Turnpike  Road  Inquinf — Scotlandi, 

County  Perth  and  Cruff  Tumptie. — ^I  am  ako  derk  and  treasurer  on  tbe 

^^  Perth  and  Crieff  Bead,  the  length  of  which  is  17  miles,  with  three  tolls 

^^^^'       and  a  check-bar.    The  tolls  are  at  present  collected  by  the  Trustees. 
Alexander     The  revenue  was—  ,  ,  «^. 

Moncrieff,Esq.  In  1866-67, L.  1,204  12     5 

1857-58, 1,204  11     4 

The  cost  of  repurs  and  surveyor's  salary  was — 

In  1856-57, L.696  18  11 J 

1857-58, 557    9    4J 

Mr  M*Gonnell  is  the  surveyor  of  the  road,  and  his  salary  is  L.75.    The 
salaries  of  clerk  and  treasurer  are  L.32,  2s. 

The  revenue  on  the  road  has  been  affected  by  railway. — partly  by  the 
Scottish  Central  Railway,  partly  by  the  Crieff  Junction  Railway,  and 
more  recently  by  the  opening  of  the  Methven  Railway. 
The  amount  of  debt  secured  by  bonds,  for  which 

the  Trustees  are  personally  liable,  is  •    L.4,496    0  11^ 

And  there  is  a  sum  secured  on  the  tolls  only  of      5,710    3  10 

L.10,206    4    9^ 

The  latter  sum  is  created  partly  by  original  subscriptions,  and  partly 
from  payments  made  by  some  of  the  Trustees  in  liquidation  of  the  obli- 
gations they  had  contracted  for  the  borrowed  debt.  There  is  also  a  sum 
of  L.  163,  9s.  9d.  arising  from  accumulations  of  interest  unpaid  on  sub- 
scription debt,  some  of  the  original  subscribers  being  dead,  and  their 
representatives  not  known,  and  one  having  refused  to  take  payment. 
Hitherto  we  have  always  been  enabled  to  pay  interest  at  the  market  rate 
on  the  borrowed  money,  and  on  the  subscription  debt  at  4  per  cent. 

The  debt  has  been  diminishine^,  sums  having  every  year  almost  been 
paid  to  account  of  the  principal.  Until  the  Scottish  Central  Railway 
opened,  we  were  paying  off  debt  at  the  rate  of  about  L.300  per  annum, 
and,  since  that  time,  at  the  rate  of  about  L.150.  Notwithstanding  the 
opening  of  the  Methven  Railway,  we  anticipate,  from  the  reduced 
expense  of  repairs,  that  we  shall  still  be  able  to  pay  the  full  amount  of 
interest,  and  to  have  a  surplus  fiind  towards  diminishing  the  debt. 

I  am  not  aware  of  any  transfers  or  sales  of  the  subscription  debt  on  this 
road.    I  valued  them  at  L.75  per  cent,  to  a  party  lately. 
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ABSTRACT  of  tbe  Income  and  Expenditure  on  the  Perth  and  Crieff  Turnpike 

Road  for  20  Tears  up  to  Whitsunday  1858. 


Tears  to 
Whitsun- 
day. 

Tolls. 

Sundry 
Beceipts, 
being  sums 
paid  for 
Coaches, 
Composi- 
tions, and 
^Income 
Tax  re- 
tained. 

For  Main- 
tenance of 
Koad. 

Interest  of 
Debt 

Sundries, 
including 
Income 
Taxjoairf, 
Advertis- 
ing, etc. 

Surveyors 
Salar}'. 

1 

1 
1 

Clerk  nud 
Treasurer, 

including 
Expense  of 
Articles  <>f 

Koup,  Ac- 
counts, and 
Discharges 
of  Debt. 

£ 

8. 

D. 

&      S.   D. 

Z 

8. 

D. 

£     s. 

D. 

£     S.   D. 

X     s. 

D. 

£       S.    D. 

laso 

1,613 

0 

0 

314    0    0 

661 

0 

0 

551    0 

0 

31    0    0 

135    0 

0 

49    0    0 

1840 

1,591 

0 

0 

367    0    0 

969 

0 

0 

558    0 

0 

44    0    0 

135     0 

0 

94    0    0 

1841 

1,478 

0 

0 

342    0    0 

688 

0 

0 

558    0 

0 

54    0    0 

127  10 

0 

50     0    0 

1842 

1,488 

0 

0 

364    0    0 

749 

0 

0 

534    0 

0 

48    0    0 

119     0 

0 

50    0     0 

1843 

1,177 

0 

0 

484    0    0 

718 

0 

0 

510    0 

0 

32     0     0 

121     0 

0 

53     0     0 

1844 

1,229 

0 

0 

539    0    0 

784 

0 

0 

469     0 

0 

38    0    0 

119     0 

0 

48    0     0 

1845 

1,508 

0 

0 

366    0    0 

64-1 

0 

0 

465    0 

0 

71     0    0 

121     0 

0 

91     0     0 

1846 

1,467 

0 

0 

328    0    0 

777 

0 

0 

465    0 

0 

72     0    0 

120     0 

0 

67     0     0 

1847 

1,765 

0 

0 

238    0    0 

690 

0 

0 

566    0 

0 

185    0     0 

120     0 

0 

86     0     0 

1848 

1,475 

0 

0 

171    0    0 

792 

0 

0 

508     0 

0 

41     0     0 

120     0 

0 

62     0     0 

1849 

1,605 

0 

0 

188    0     0 

694 

0 

0 

542     0 

0 

71     0     0 

120     0 

0 

64     0     0 

16,C86:  0 

0 

3,696   0    0 

8,166 

0 

0 

5,726   0 

0 

1 
687     (»     (j'L,oo710 

0 

714     11     0 

Average  of  \ 

11  years  be-( 

fore  Kail-  \ 
way  was  1 

1,489 

12 

85 

336    0    0 

742 

7 

3 

520  10 

10 

62     9     1 

123     8 

2 

64  18     2 

opened,    j 

1850 

1,255 

0 

0 

92    0    0 

586 

0 

0 

494     0 

0 

68     0     0 

120     0 

0 

154     0    0 

1851 

1,215 

0 

0 

31    0    0 

477 

0 

0 

430     0 

0 

54     0    0 

120     0 

0 

60     0     0 

1852 

1,217 

0 

0 

16     0     0 

506 

0 

0 

419     0 

0 

80     0     0 

120     0 

0 

67     0     0 

1853 

1,341 

0 

0 

12     0     0 

507 

0 

0 

411     0 

0 

4f>     0     0 

n>:>    0 

0 

53     0     0 

1854 

1,407 

0 

0 

12    0    0 

580 

0 

0 

103     0 

0 

27     0     0 

1(»5     0 

0 

4S     0     0 

1855 

1,849 

0 

0 

27     0    0 

579 

0 

0 

416    0 

0 

45     0     0 

105     0 

0 

46     0     0 

185G 

1,243 

0 

0 

36    0    0 

578 

0 

0 

416    0 

0 

45     0     0 

H15     0 

0 

85     0     0 

1857 

1,180 

0 

0 

25    0     0 

591 

0 

0 

405     0 

0    37     0     0 

105    0 

0 

60     0     (t 

1858 

1,189 

0 

0 

16    0     0 

495 

0 

0 

402     0 

0 

22     0     0 

i<2  10 

0 

43     0     0 

11,890 

0 

0 

267    0    0 

4,899 

0 

0 

3,796   0 

0I418    0    0 

967  10 

0 

616    0     0 

Average  of 

1 

1 

9  years 

• 

1* 

since  Bail-) 

1,266 

4 

5 

29  13    4 

544 

6 

8;  421  15 

6;   16     8  10 

107  10 

0|  68     8  \H 

way  was  j 

1 

opened,    j 

1 

The  arrears  of  toll  rents  at  Whitsunday  1839  were  .        .        .    L.259    6    5 

The  arrears  of  do.  at  Whitsunday  1858  were  .        .  .  21    0    0 

During  these  20  years  L.557,  3s.  lid.  of  toll  rents  have  beon  struck  out  of  the  accounis. 

as  allowanoes  to  tacksmen  or  for  toll  rents  irrecoverable — that  sum  being  about  If  per 

cent,  on  total  revenue. 


Comity 

of 
Perth. 

Alex.  Mon- 
crieff,  Esii. 


272  turnpike  Road  Inquiry — Scotland. 

County  Taybridge  Turnpike. — I  am  also  derk  and  treasurer  on  the  Tayhndgg 

^^  Turnpike,  which  extends  to  26  miles,  with  five  tolls  and  a  check-bar. 

^^**        The  tolls  are  let,  and  the  revenue  was — 

Alexander  In  1856-57, L.828     9     8 

Moncrieff,Esq.  1867-58,  ......  730  19     1 

The  tolls  vary  very  much  in  consequence  of  chang^es  in  the  cattle  and 
sheep  traffic.  The  expense  of  maintenance,  including  surveyor*s  salary, 
was — 

In  1866-67, L.265     8     2 

1857-58, 266     6  11 

Mr  Mitchell,  C.  E.,  is  surveyor,  and  the  salary  of  himself  and  sub-sur- 
veyor is  L.31,  4s.  8d. 

The  debt  secured  by  bond,  for  which  the  Trustees 

are  personally  liable,  amounts  to         .  L.984    0    0 

There  is  also  a  subscription  debt,  secured  on  the 

tollsy  of  12,199  19     2 

L.13,183  19     2 


Nearly  the  whole  of  this  was  originally  borrowed  debt ;  but,  upon  the 
late  Lord  Breadalbane's  death,  his  Trustees  were  anxious  to  escape  from 
the  joint  liability,  and  insisted  upon  the  bonds  being  paid  up.  The  other 
Trustees  who  were  liable,  for  the  most  part  borrowed  the  sums  for  which 
they  were  liable,  and,  under  the  Act  1  Geo.  IV.  cap.  47,  burdened  their 
estates  with  the  amount.  Interest  has  hitherto  been  paid  on  the  sum  of 
L.984  as  a  preferable  debt,  and  the  surplus  that  remains  is  divided  among 
the  other  creditors  or  subscribers,  in  proportion  to  the  amounts  of  their 
respective  debts  or  subscriptions.  During  the  last  five  years,  the  average 
paid  has  been  very  nearly  three  per  cent. 

There  has  been  but  a  small  fluctuation  hitherto  in  the  amount  of 
revenue,  nor  do  we  anticipate  any  material  diminution.  The  dividends 
have  been  rather  increasing  lately.  The  amount  of  interest  unpaid, 
accumulated  at  5  per  cent.,  was,  as  at  Whitsunday  1868,  L.6,950, 178. 
One  of  the  debts  on  this  road,  a  subscription  of  L.60,  was  sold  about  two 
years  ago  for  L.18. 

Fully  one-third  of  the  revenue  is  derived  from  cattle  and  sheep  passing 
south  from  Inverness-shire  and  the  northern  districts.  The  othfT  traffic 
is  either  purely  local,  or  derived  from  tourists  and  travellers. 


Notes  of  Evidence, 
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ABSTRACT  of  the  Income  and  Expenditure  on  the  Crieff  and  Aberfeldy  or  Tay    County 

Bridge  Road  for  20  Years  up  to  Whitsunday  1858.  p^^ 

Alex.  Mod- 
crieff,  Esq. 


Miscel- 

1 

laneous 

Tears 
ending 
Whit- 
sunday. 

Tolls. 

Other 
Receipts. 

Repairs. 

Interest 
of  Debt 

Sam 
divided 
among 

Sub- 
scribers. 

Pay- 
ments, 
Rent  of 
Toll- 
Houaes, 
Income 

Sur- 
veyor's 
Salary. 

Clark 
and 
Trea- 
surer's 
Salaries 

Tax,  etc., 

etc. 

£ 

8.  D. 

£ 

S.D. 

£ 

8.D. 

£ 

S.D. 

£ 

8.D. 

£      8.D. 

£ 

S.D. 

£  8.  D. 

1889 

622 

0  0 

14 

0  0 

185 

0  0 

•  ■ 

• 

331 

0  0 

»191    0  0 

86 

0  0 

46  0  0 

1840 

605 

0  0 

22 

0  0 

198 

0  0 

39 

0  0 

221 

0  0 

9    0  0 

38 

0  0 

67  0  0 

1841 

676 

0  0 

12 

0  0 

268 

0  0 

39 

0  0 

399 

0  0 

28    0  0 

36 

0  0 

41  0  0 

1842 

617 

0  0 

13 

0  0 

201 

0  0 

39 

0  0 

193 

0  0 

«119    0  0 

38 

0  0 

34  0  0 

1843 

540 

0  0 

12 

0  0 

209 

0  0 

39 

0  0 

214 

0  0 

9    0  0 

32 

0  0 

46  0  0 

1844 

551 

0  0 

9 

0  0 

223 

0  0 

34 

0  0 

136 

0  0 

19    0  0 

39 

0  0 

50  0  0 

1845 

583 

0  0 

11 

0  0 

209 

0  0 

34 

0  0 

314 

0  0 

26    0  0 

30 

0  0 

37  0  0 

1846 

651 

0  0 

12 

0  0 

215 

0  0 

46 

0  0 

464 

0  0 

19    0  0 

80 

0  0 

39  0  0 

1847 

744 

0  0 

9 

0  0 

3350 

0  0 

39 

0  0 

222 

0  0 

23    0  0 

35 

0  0 

42  0  0 

1848 

657 

0  0 

6 

0  0 

«353 

0  0 

46 

0  0 

206 

0  0 

14    0  0 

32 

0  0 

39  0  0 

1849 

681 

0  0 

8 

0  0 

*276 

0  0 

49 

0  0 

257 

0  0 

23    0  0 

29 

0  0 

37  0  0 

1850 

677 

0  0 

6 

0  0 

252 

0  0 

42 

0  0 

388 

0  0 

13    0  0 

31 

0  0 

85  0  0 

1851 

659 

0  0 

7 

0  0 

191 

0  0 

34 

0  0 

871 

0  0 

18    0  0 

81 

0  0 

84  0  0 

1852 

638 

0  0 

7 

0  0 

207 

0  0 

34 

0  0 

314 

0  0 

16    0  0 

31 

0  0 

36  0  0 

1853 

579 

0  0 

7 

0  0 

199 

0  0 

34 

0  0 

270 

0  0 

15    0  0 

31 

0  0 

35  0  0 

1854 

626 

0  0 

5 

0  0 

186 

0  0 

34 

0  0 

289 

0  0 

13    0  0 

31 

0  0 

36  0  0 

1855 

729 

0  0 

9 

0  0 

245 

0  0 

39 

0  0 

226 

0  0 

15    0  0 

31 

0  0 

29  0  0 

1856 

649 

0  0 

19 

0  0 

193 

0  0 

39 

0  0 

531 

0  0 

18    0  0 

31 

0  0 

80  0  0 

1857 

815 

0  0 

13 

0  0 

286 

0  0 

37 

0  0 

393 

0  0 

«34    0  0 

81 

0  0 

30  0  0 

1858 

719 

0  0 

12 

0  0 

'266 

0  0 

38 

0  0 

308 

0  0 

20    0  0 

81 

0  0 

80  0  0 

13,018 

0  0 

213 

0  0 

4,711 

0  0 

735 

0  0 

5,997 

0  0 

637    0  0 

664 

0  0 

769  0  0 

Average) 
of  20    V 

660  18  o!  10  13  0 

236  11  0 

86  15  0  299  17  0 

31  17  0 

32  14  0 

88  9  0 

years.  ) 

» 

1  This  includes  expenses  of  assignation  of  joint  debt,  etc. 
*  This  includes  damages  paid  Kinloch.        *  This  includes  Bridge  at  Hosh. 
«  Do.  do.        *  This  Includes  sum  for  Kinloch  Dykes. 
*  Share  of  debt  purchased.  '  Dalvreck  Toll. 

The  arrears  of  toll  rents  at  Whitsunday  1839  were  ....    L.443  16    8 

The  arrears  of  these  at  Whitsunday  1858  were 79    7    0 

During  these  20  years  L.864,  86.  8d.  of  toll  rents  have  been  struck  out  of  the  accounts 

for  allowances  craved,  or  for  rents  irrecoverable— that  sum  being  about  2]  per  cent  of 

total  rovenue->L.18,281. 


Tummd  Bridge  Turnpike.  —  I  am  also  clerk  and  treasurer  on  the 
TVurtmel  Bridge  Road,  which  extends  to  22  miles,  with  three  tolls.  The 
tolls  are  let,  and  the  revenue  was — 

In  1866-57, L.  620  18    6 

1867-68,  .         .         .         .         .  668     4     6 

The  cost  of  maintenance  and  repair  for  this  road,  which,  as  well  as  the 
Taybridge  Road,  is  kept  up  by  an  annual  contract,  amounted,  for  each  of 
the  two  last  years,  to  L.282,  2s.  4d.,  which  includes  surveyor's  salary. 

s 
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Coanty         Mr  Mitchell  is  surreyor,  and  his  salary  is  L.27,  28.  4d,  which  includet  a 

^^  sub-surveyor.    The  derk  and  treasurer's  salaries  are  L.15. 

^2^*  The  principal  debt  amounts  to  L.6,391,  8s.  lOd.,  which,  as  in  the  case 

Alexander       ^^  ^^^  Tay bridge  Road,  was  originally  borrowed  on  personal  security, 
IfoDoriefffEtq.    but  which  has  been  paid  up,  and  for  which  the  parties  who  paid  now  hold 

assignations  to  the  tolls.  The  surplus  revenue,  after  paying  the  cost  of 
repairs,  is  divided  among  the  several  creditors  according  to  their  several 
shares,  and  has  yielded,  on  an  average,  upwards  of  4  per  cent.  I  am 
aware  that  a  subscription  debt  of  L.467,  ISs.  2d.,  formerly  due  to  Mr 
Btewart  of  Crossmount,  was  purchased  by  the  late  Mr  Brown  of  Marlee 
about  ten  years  ago.  He  was  also  the  purchaser  of  the  Crossmount 
Debt^  on  the  Crieff  and  Taybridge  Road. 


ABSTRACT  of  Receipts  and  Expenditure  on  Tummell  Bridge  Road 
for  the  20  Years  previous  to  Whitsunday  1858. 


Yean 

BXCBIPTS. 

EXPBKDITUKX.                                                            1 

Miscel- 

Clerk  and 

ending 

Sums 

laneons 

Tre»- 

Whlt^ 
•nnday. 

Tolls. 

Other 
Receipts. 

Repairs. 

Interest 
of  Debt 

divided 
amongst 

Sab- 
scribeis. 

Payments, 
Rents  of 

ToU 
Houses, 

etc. 

Sanreyor's 
Salaiy. 

sorer^a 

Saiary, 

and  for 

Articles  of 

Let,ete. 

£      B.  D. 

£    8.   p. 

£     s.  ]>. 

£     8.   0. 

£    a.  D. 

£    a.  D. 

£     0.  D. 

£   a.  D. 

1839 

506    4  0 

584  15    5 

216    5    0 

♦247  2  11 

230    5    2 

116    7  U 

26    3    9 

32    1    2 

1840 

470  10  0 

8    1  11 

197  18    0 

mm 

210    4    8 

20    2    6 

28  16    2 

61    8    0 

1841 

514    4  0 

6  18    5 

250  17  10 

_-., 

229  11    6 

11    9    9 

25  18    6 

48    9  10 

1849 

465  12  0 

6    8  11 

211  15    0 

11,1 

187    9    2 

21    8  11 

29    4    0 

24  18  10 

1843 

456  16  0 

8  17    7 

179  11    7 

212  16  11 

17  12    0 

26  13  11 

28  18  11 

1844 

490  16  0 

8  19    4 

185  17  11 

__ 

190    9    6 

9    3    8 

34    6    2 

24  18    5 

1845 

468  10  0 

8  10    0 

189  15    6 

__, 

215  19    5 

16  10    5 

26  12  11 

26     1     9 

1846 

517    0  0 

7  10    8 

175  14    2 

1 

331    9    1 

10    7    6 

24  15    4 

24    4    7 

1847 

514    6  0 

7    2    8 

162  16    4 

MM 

265  16    8 

9    6    4 

28    2  11 

28    7    5 

1848 

489    0  0 

7    7  10 

281    2    0 

■ 

210  12    1 

10  11    6 

28    6    8 

26  15    7 

1849 

477    4  0 

13  12  10 

211    4  11 

MM 

287  10    8 

11    4    8 

25    8  11 

26    8    I 

18fiO 

549    4  0 

4    0    1 

226  18    8 

.—_ 

211  11  10 

7  13    6 

27    2    5 

28  18    1 

1851 

548    0  0 

4  15  10 

184    0    2 

M. 

808    0    8 

11    8  10 

27    2    5 

24    8     1 

1852 

578    0  0 

5    7    2 

263  18    3 

MM 

201    2  11 

7  12    5 

27    2    5 

28  16    1 

1858 

564    0  0 

6    6    0 

186  16    8 

•M. 

894  16    8 

9  11    7 

27    2    4 

28  19    S 

1854 

651    0  0 

8    9    0 

146  11    6 

•M* 

819  11    5 

4    6    6 

27    2    4 

25    8    5 

1855 

563    0  0 

11  13    4 

176  16    6 

MM 

819  11    5 

7  10  11 

27    2    4 

23    7    8 

1856 

477    0  0 

8    9    8 

162  10    0 

•M. 

269    8    4 

8    8    9 

27    2    4 

22  10    S 

1857 

511  10  0 

9    8    5 

256    0    0 

„^ 

218    4    6 

2    2    0 

27    2    4 

23    4    7 

18^ 

559  10  0 

8  U    6 

848    6    4 

MM 

151    3    7 

9    8    9 

27    2    4 

22    8    6 

10,866  6  0 

718  19    7 

4^158  4  11 

247  2  11 

4,915  9    6 

821    8    0 

548    5    6 

658  19    S 

Total  1 
ATer-  I 

ftge  of/ 
30     ( 
years.; 

518    6  8 

85  18  11 

207  18    2 

12  7    1 

245  15    5 

16    1    4 

27    8    3 

27  18U 

•  This  was  the  interest  of  the  borrowed  debt  paid  np  in  1839  by  the  several  obUgmnts  Cor  ^ 
year  preeeding  tiie  Hqnldation  of  it. 


The  an«ars  of  toll  rents  at  Whitsunday  1889  were     .        .     L.U1    6    6 
These  arrears  at  Whitsunday  1858  were      ....         33    0    i^ 
During  these  20  years  L.56,  8s.  6d.  of  arrears  of  toll  rents  were  allowed  the  toll- 
men, or  struck  out  of  the  aooounts  as  Irreooverable— that  sum  being  about  1}  per 
oent  on  the  rental. 


Notes  of  Evidence.  B75 

QUtdicham  Turnpike. — I  am  treasorer  on  the  Glenliehom  Tumpibef      CwDiijf 
which  extends  to  12  miles,  on  which  there  are  two  tolls  which  are  let.       _^ 
The  revenue  from  tolls  was —  rerta. 

In  1856-57,  L.79    3     1  Aletanaef 

1857-58,  53    0    0         Monol^Bl); 

In  the  latter  of  these  jears»  the  funds  of  the  road  were  supplemented 
b/  a  sum  of  L.50,  eontributed  equally  bjr  the  Crieff  District  Statute 
Labour  Trustees  and  the  Locheam  Turnpike  Road  Trustees.  The  re» 
yenue  proper  of  the  road  has  been,  for  some  years^  insufficient  to  pay  the 
expense  of  repairs  and  management.  Some  years  ago,  the  gentlemen 
connected  with  the  road  wished  to  get  rid  of  it  as  a  turnpike  road,  and  to 
have  it  placed  on  the  statute  labour  list ;  bat  the  Statute  Labour  Trus- 
teee  were  unwilling  to  burden  themselves  with  so  large  an  additional  ex- 
pense,  which  would  have  been  far  greater  than  the  present  cost  of  repair, 
owing  to  the  additional  traffic  which  would  have  been  brought  upon  it  by 
the  removal  of  the  tolls. 

No  interest  has  ever  been  paid  on  the  original  cost,  which  was  raised 

by  an  assessment  under  the  Act  of  1807,  which  was  specially  passed  for 

making  this  road  and  the  Locheam  Turnpike.     The  principle  of  the 

assessment  was,  that  the  properties  which  were  expected  to  be  benefited 

by  the  making  of  the  road  were  proportionaUy  assessed  for  the  cost  of 

construction.     I  may  mention  that  this  principle  was  adopted  in  the 

Qeneral  Turnpike  Act  which  was  passed  for  the  county  of  Perth  in  1811 ; 

but  that  Act  was  repealed  in  the  following  year  in  regard  to  all  the  other 

roads,  except  the  Glenliehom  and  Locheam  Roads.    The  sums  raised  by 

assessment  were  held  to  be  in  the  light  of  subscriptions  or  advances  on 

the  security  of  the  tolls,  but  no  interest  has  ever  been  paid  upon  them. 

The  cost  of  constraction  was  L. 5,543  13  11 

And  this,  together  with  a  sum  of         .  13,4.H3    9    1 

And  a  balance  due  to  the  treasurer  of  283  13    7 


Made  the  whole  debt,  as  at  Whitsunday  1858,    L.19,270  16    7 


276 


Turnpike  Road  Inquiry — Scotland, 


ABSTRACT  of  the  Income  and  Expenditure  on  the  Glenlichorn  Turnpike 

Road  for  20  Years  to  Whitsimdaj  1858. 


Alexander 

Honcrieff,£8q. 

other  Ke- 

Years 

ending 
Whit- 
sunday. 

Tolls. 

ceipts,  in- 
cluding 
sum  got 
from 

Bepairs. 

Miscel- 
laneous 
Payments. 

Interest 

Survey 

or. 

Clerk  and 
Treasurer. 

Pistnct 

£ 

8. 

D. 

£  8.    D. 

£ 

s. 

D. 

£     8.    D. 

£ 

8.   D. 

£ 

8. 

D. 

£     S.    D. 

1889 

105 

0 

0 

16    0    0 

98 

0 

0 

17    0    0 

10 

0 

0 

82    0     0 

1840 

109 

0 

0 

24    0    0 

185 

0 

0 

2    0    0 

10 

0 

0 

19    0     0 

1841 

124 

0 

0 

17    0    0 

108 

0 

0 

2    0    0 

10 

0 

0 

19    0     0 

1842 

128 

0 

0 

18    0    0 

110 

0 

0 

10    0 

10 

0 

0 

18    0     0 

1848 

117 

0 

0 

17    0    0 

93 

0 

0 

9    0    0 

10 

0 

0 

23    0     0 

1844 

137 

0 

0 

20    0    0 

115 

0 

0 

21    0    0 

15 

0 

0 

22    0     0 

1845 

144 

0 

0 

15    0    0 

115 

0 

0 

20    0    0 

10 

0 

0 

21    0     0 

1846 

144 

0 

0 

15    0    0 

168 

0 

0 

20    0    0 

10 

0 

0 

20    0     0 

1847 

168 

0 

0 

•  •  • 

117 

0 

0 

6    0    0 

1 

0      0 

10 

0 

0 

21    0     0 

1848 

146 

0 

0 

•  •« 

157 

0 

0 

6    0    0 

2 

0    0 

10 

0 

0 

19    0     0 

1849 

148 

0 

0 

f  ■< 

130 

0 

0 

4    0    0 

3 

0    0 

7 

0 

0 

20    0     0 

1850 

178 

0 

0 

•  • 

127 

0 

0 

8    0    0 

4 

0    0 

14 

0 

0 

21    0     0 

1851 

216 

0 

0 

•  •i 

118 

0 

0 

16    0    0 

5 

0    0 

10 

0 

0 

28    0     0 

1852 

168 

0 

0 

•  • 

188 

0 

0 

18    0    0 

6 

0    0 

10» 

0 

0 

21    0     0 

1858 

282 

0 

0 

•  • 

152 

0 

0 

4    0    0 

7 

0    0 

10 

0 

0 

19    a    0 

1854 

176 

0 

0 

•  •! 

172 

0 

0 

5    0    0 

6 

0    0 

10 

0 

0 

21    0     0 

1855 

183 

0 

0 

•  • 

165 

0 

0 

3    0    0 

11 

0    0 

10 

0 

0 

20    0     0 

1856 

115 

0 

0 

•  • 

122 

0 

0 

5    0    0 

12 

0    0 

10 

0 

0 

•20    0     0 

1857 

79 

0 

0 

•  • 

62 

0 

0 

4    0    0 

16 

0    0 

10 

0 

0 

18    0     0 

1858 

53 

0 

0 

50    0    0 

56 

0 

0 

2    0    0 

19 

0    0 

10 

0 

0 

HOC 

Aver-^ 

2,840 

0 

0 

192    0    0 

2,508 

0 

0 

173    0    0 

92 

0    0 

206 

0 

0 

416    0     0 

ftge  off 
20    ( 

142 

0 

0 

9  12    0 

125 

8 

0 

8  13    0 

4  12    0 

10 

6 

0 

20  16    0 

years.) 

•  Crieff  Bailway  opened. 

The  arrears  at  Whitsunday  1839  were         ....    L.110  18    0 
These  arrears  at  Whitsunday  1858  were  .  .  60  12    6 

During  these  20  years,  L.88  was  struck  out  of  the  accounts  as  lost  by  one  toll- 
man in  1858,  his  cautioner  haying  failed — ^that  sum  being  about  2{  per  cent  on 
total  receipts. 

Lceheam  Turnpike. — I  am  also  treasurer  on  the  Loeheam  Turnpike, 
which  extends  to  27  miles,  on  vhich  there  are  four  tolls.  The  tolls  are 
let,  and  the  revenue  was — 

In  1856-57,  L.691  14    4 

1857-58,  •  758     1     7 

The  cost  of  maintenance,  including  surveyor's  salary,  was — 

In  1856-67, L,821  18  10 

1867-68, '       .  369     8  10 

Mr  Ritchie,  C.  E.,  is  the  surveyor  of  this  as  well  as  the  Glenlichorn 
Road,  and  his  salary  is  L.26.     The  clerk  and  treasurer  have  L.27,  Is. 

The  original  cost  of  construction  was  L.13,493,  IBs.  9d.,  which  was 
raised  hy  assessment  in  the  same  way  as  the  Qlenlichom  Bciad.  The 
sums  raised  have  heen  held  to  be  subscriptions,  and  the  surplus  levenue 
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is  divided  as  interest  amoDg  the  subscribers,  and  had  yielded  latterlj  County 
about  2  per  cent.  The  accumulation  of  interest  unpaid,  calculated  at  6  p^th. 
per  cent.,  amounted,  at  Whitsunday  1858,  to  L.14,783, 198.  4d.  ^ 

Alexander 
ABSTRACT  of  the  Income  and  Expenditure  on  Locheam  Turnpike     Monorieff,Biq. 
Road  for  20  Years  up  to  Whitsunday  1868. 


Toan  to 
Whit- 
sunday. 


Tolls  and  other 
]E(ecaipt8. 


MaIii- 

tenance 

of  Boad. 


Sum  divided 

among 
j  Subscribera. 


Miscel- 
laneous 
Payments, 
including 
Income 
Tex,  Ad- 
vertising, 
etc. 


Sur- 
vevor's 
BalaTy. 


Clerk 
and 
Trea- 
surer's 
Salaries, 
Expense 
of  Ar^ 
tides  of 
Roup, 
etc. 


1839 
1840 
1841 
1842 
1843 
1844 
1845 
1846 

1847 

1848 
1849 

1850 

1851 

1852 

1853 
1854 
1855 
1856 
1857 
1858 


<£  8. 
580  0 
585  0 
606  0 
596  0 
543  0 
579  0 
560  0 
611  0 


601  0  0 

494  0  0 
488  0  0 

439  0  0 

490  0  0 

413  0  0 

412  0  0 
443  0  0 
494  0  0 
557  0  0 
691  0  0 
758  0  0 


£  S.D. 

249  0  0 


286  0 
806  0 
258  0 


204  0  0 
807  0  0 
324  0 
302  0 


468  0  0 

456  0  0 
383  0  0 

878  0  0 

291  0  0 

860  0  0 


245  0  0 
262  0  0 
233  0 
255  0 
372  0 


•488  0  0 


£   S.  D. 

215  0  0 

175  0  0 

•241  0  0 

207  0  0 

266  0  0 

164  0  0 

150  0  0 

213  0    0 
(No  Dividend. 
-^Bridges  built 
(this  year. 

Do.    do. 
Do.    do. 

(No  Dividend. 

^New  Out  for 

(Earn. 
No  Dividend. 
Protecting 
Boad  at  Len- 
noch  &  Len- 
noch  Bridge 
No  Dividend. 
No  Dividend. 
116    0    0 

214  0    0 

151  0    0 
242    0    0 


£  8. 

25  0 
25  0 
25  0 

25  0 

26  0 
26  0 
26  0 
26  0 


D. 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


£ 

49 
47 
42 
89 
47 
44 
42 
42 


8.  T>4 

0 

0  01 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


45  0  0l:p 
27  0  0/3 

83  0  0 

36  0  0 

49  0  0 


26  0  0 

26  0  0 
25  0  0 

25  0  0 

35  0  0 

25  0  0 


51  0  0 

47  0  0 

51  0  0 

52  0  0 
50  0  0 

43  0  0 


32 
19 
19  0 
21  0 
24 
38 


0 
0 


0 
0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


25  0  0 
25  0  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


25 
25 
25 
25 


0 
0 
0 
0 


50 
46 
41 
44 
49 
40 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


10,935  0  0 


6,427  0  0 


2,354    0    0 


553  0  0 


505  0  0 


916    0  0 


546  15  0 


321  7  0 


117  14    0 


27  13  0 


25  5  0 


45  16  0 


•  New  Toll  House. 


The  aneats  of  toll  rent  at  Whitsunday  1889  were  .    L.180  16    6 

These  arrears  at  Whitsunday  1858  were      ....  14  17    6 

During  these  20  yean,  L.315, 166.  Id.  have  been  struck  out  of  the  accounts  aa 
arrears  3  toll  rent  irrecoverable  or  allowed  tacksman  for  losses,  etc., — ^that  sum 
being  about  2}  per  cent,  on  revenue. 

I  have  had  a  good  deal  of  experience  in  roads  generally,  and  have  con- 
sidered the  suhject  of  the  abolition  of  tolls,  the  great  obstacle  to  which,  I 
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Cmint9      oroBsider,  is  the  exigtenoe  of  tbe  debt.    If  that  were  provided  for»  I  do  not 

^  think  there  would  be  any  difficultjr*    I  have  made  ciuculatiooB  ae  to  what 

^J^*       amount  would  he  raffideut  to  raise  the  sum  dow  paid  as  lutefeat  on  the 

4Je«aader    ^^^  ^^^  ^  ^^P  ^P  ^^^  Btatute  labour  and  turnpike  roads,  and  I  found 

r,Bs4.  that  an  assessment  of  8d.  per  £  on  the  xental  of  the  oountj  would  be 

sufficient. 

The  statute  labour  money  at  present  paid  in  the  county  maybe  roughly 
stated  at  3d.  in  the  £,  so  that  an  additional  rate  of  6d.  would  be  suffiaent 
to  keep  up  the  roadsy  and  pay  the  same  amount  of  interest  as  at  present. 
In  this  otlculation,  I  made  no  allowance  for  extraordinary  expenses  or 
expenaes  of  collection,  and  I  put  no  Yalue  on  the  toll  houses. 

In  the  event  of  any  such  assessment  being  imposed,  I  think  it  should 
be  all  laid  on  the  proprietor  ;  but  I  would  give  the  proprietor  a  power 
during  current  leases  to  recoTer  from  his  tenant. 

My  impression  is,  that  tenants  and  occupants  generally  would  not 
ffrudge  paying  two-thirds  of  an  assessment  of  9d.  per  £,  if  they  were  re- 
ueyed  from  tolls  and  statute  labour  money;  the  other  dd.  b^ng  laid 
upon  the  proprietors,  supposing  that  that  gross  rate  should  be  found  re- 
quisite for  keeping  the  roads  in  the  county. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  part  of  tke  assessment  might  with  advantage  be 
laid  on  horses  working  for  hire,  either  in  coaches  or  cairiagcsiv  or  used  bj 
carters. 

With  respect  to  the  burgh  of  Perth,  I  think  it  would  be  desirable, 
under  any  new  arrangement,  to  keep  tbe  burgh  separate  from  the  county, 
the  roads  within  the  parliamentary  boundaries  being  maintuned  by  tbe 
burgh  authorities. 

I  think  that  decided  advantage  and  economy  would  result  from  consoli- 
dating the  present  Turnpike  Trusts,  and  combining  the  statute  labour 
roads  under  the  same  management.  I  consider  the  great  obstacle  at  pr^ 
awt  to  the  consolidation  of  Trusts  is  the  existence  of  the  debt. 

I  am  also  collector  and  treasurer  of  the  Perth  District  Statute  Labour 
Beads,  which  form  a  district  embracing  about  140  miles  of  road,  and 
oomprising  16  parishes  or  portions  of  parishes.  The  present  rate  is  3^ 
per  £.  Although  the  money  is  coUected  by  ploughgates»  we  virtually 
assess  at  a  rate  per  £,  which  is  easily  converted  into  a  rate  on  the 
ploughgate. 

It  would  certainly  be  a  much  simpler  process  if  the  rate  were  Biade 
assessible  on  the  Valuation  Roll. 

I  think  also  the  annual  period  for  imposing  the  assessment  should  be 
postponed,  so  as  to  enable  tne  assessment  to  be  kid  on  upon  the  Yak*- 
tion  Roll  of  the  then  current  year. 

According  to  the  present  system  of  assessment,  we  are  unable  to  assess 
on  minerals  generally,  which  are  a  source  of  great  damage  to  the  roads ; 
neither  can  we  assess  manufactories  nor  public  works,  and  we  can  only 
assess  railways  on  the  value  of  their  stations  or  buildings. 

The  assessment  on  houses  is  limited  to  6s.,  whatever  may  be  the  ruhae, 
and  below  that,  the  assessment  is  upon  a  scale,  with  steps  of  L.10.  Shoot- 
ings and  fishings  also  are  exempt,  although,  if  let,  they  are  liable  to  other 
assessments  under  the  Valuation  Roll. 

The  probable  amount  of  statute  labour  money  annually  levied  within 
the  parliamentary  boundaries  of  the  city  of  Perth  is  L.120.  Thepro- 
babhe  average  sum  expended  annually  on  statute  labour  roada  within  the 
parliamentary  boundaries  is  L.32. 
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Goimlj 
No.  XXII.  James  WyUe,  Esq.,  Bolfiracka^  Ezammed  :*-  ^^ 

I  am  derk  to  the  OlmfaUoch  TumpUee  Boad^  which  extends  oter  seven  j,  WfUe^Eiq. 
miles,  with  one  toll,  which  is  let. 

The  revenue  for  1856-67,       ....        L.117  14    6 
„  1867-68»        .  .  118  19     0 

The  expenditure  on  maintenance,  including  sur- 
veyor's salary,  in  1866-57,  was  ,  Ia63    4    5 
and  in  1857-58,           .        .        .  69  14    9) 
The  revenue  has  not,  to  any  material  extent,  been  affected  by  railways. 
The  cost  of  coDstruction  amounted  to  L.4y280,  whkk  waa  obtained  by 
subscriptions  secured  on  the  tolls. 

The  present  amount  of  subscription  debt  is  L.  4,165, 19s.  Any  sarplus 
that  there  is,  after  maintaining  the  road,  is  divided  among  the  subscribers 
every  two  or  three  years.  The  amount  varies  a  good  deaL  Since  1860 
we  have  paid  two  dividends. 

At  Whitsunday  1852 L.243    0    8 

At  Whitsunday  1855, 97     6    6 

Previous  to  1852,  no  dividend  bad  been  paid  ibr  11  years. 
The  unpaid  interest  is  accumulated  at  the  current  rate,  and  the 
accumulations  of  interest,  unpaid  at  Whitsunday  1858,  amounted  to 
Ii.4,034,  28.  5d. 

I  believe  one  of  these  subscription  debts  has  been  sold,  but  I  do  not 
know  the  particulars  or  the  amoant  of  the  purchase  money. 

The  tolls  are  high  upon  the  road,  and  there  is  no  prospect  of  the  re- 
venue inereasing  to  any  great  extent. 

I  am  also  clerk  on  the  Lwshta^  Side  and  Olendochart  Turnpike^  which 
extends  over  39  miles,  with  5  tolls,  which  are  kt. 

The  revenue  for  1856-67  was         .        .        .        L.861    2    6 
M  1857-58,        ....  911  14    0 

The  expenditure  on  repairs,  including  surveyor's 
salary  in  1866-67,  was        ...        .        L.831  14    3 
n       1857-68,  .  263  16  11 

The  reason  for  the  large  amount  of  expenditure  in  1856-57  was^  that 
there  were  four  bridges  built,  and  others  repaired.  The  ordinary  annual 
cost  of  repairs  varies  from  L.350  to  L.400. 

The  onginal  cost  of  the  road  was  L.13,980.  Of  this  sum,  there  stiU 
remains  as  existing  debt  L.  12,2 15,  which  is  secured  by  the  personal  obli- 
gation of  Lord  Breadalbane,  who  is  the  sole  obligant.  There  was  also, 
at  Whitsunday  1858,  a  balance  due  to  the  treasurer,  and  other  debt, 
amounting  to  L.318,  lis.  4d.  I  believe  this  debt  still  remains  at  this 
date,  without  much  reduction. 

We  have  hitherto  been  enabled  to  pay  interest  on  the  debt  of  L.  12,215, 
at  the  current  rate,  but  our  revenue  has  not  been  always  such  as  to>  en- 
able us  to  discharge  the  full  amount  of  interest,  without  incurring  a  debt 
to  the  treasurer.  The  whole  matter  is  carried  on  in  Lord  Breadalbane's 
aocounts,  he  being  the  sole  creditor,  and  any  balance  against  the  road  is 
in  fisct  a  balance  against  him. 

I  cannot  say  whether  this  is  one  of  the  roads  included  in  the  1  Oeo.  IV. 
cap.  47,  so  as  to  make  the  debt  a  burden  on  the  entailed  estate. 

The  tolls  on  this  road  are  also  high.  The  revenue  has  been  f^ty 
stationary  for  the  last  five  or  six  years.  There  is  no  reason  to  anticipate 
any  increase  of  revenue. 

These  roads  are  mostly  used  for  cart  traffic  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
locality,  but  also  for  carriage  traffic  by  tourists.  A  good  proportion  of 
the  traffic  on  the  Glendochart  Road  arises  from  sheep  and  cattle  passing 
fipom  the  north.    The  country  traffic  is  trifling  in  amount^  by  far  the 
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Oounty      larger  portion  arising  from  tourists  and  from  sheep  and  cattle.     The 

^        question  as  to  the  abolition  of  tolls  has  not  been  much  agitated  in  my 

district.    I  should  think  that  an  assessment  on  lands  and  heritages,  in 

X  Wylie,  Esq.  ^^^  ^^  UA\%t  would  injuriously  affect  the  interests  of  landed  proprieUxs  in 

the  Highland  districts  of  Perthshire. 


No.  XXIII.  Charles  William  LanA  Forba,  Esq.,  Examined  :— 

Charles  W.  L.  I  am  clerk  to  the  BreadalbaM,  Oletdyon,  and  Strathiay  Statute  Labour 
Forbes,  Esq.  Roads.  This  district  was  formerly  part  of  the  Weem  District.  There 
are  125  miles  of  road,  and  the  district  embraces  six  parishes  or  portions 
of  parishes. 

There  was  a  meeting  of  the  district  Trustees  in  September  last,  when 
the  rate  of  assessment  for  the  current  year  was  fixed  at  lOs.  8d.  per 
ploughgate,  or  2d.  per  £,  on  the  whole  district. 

I  am  collector,  but  I  have  not  collected  an^  of  the  money. 

In  the  Breadalbane  division  of  the  district,  Mr  Wylie,  Lord  Bread- 
albane's  factor,  collects  the  money  from  the  occupants,  and  applies  it  fior 
the  repair  of  the  roads  in  that  division. 

In  the  Glenlyon  Division,  Mr  Menzies  of  Culdares,  collects  from  his  own 
tenants,  and  applies  the  money  to  bis  own  roads. 

This  is  the  case  also  with  Mr  Menzies  of  Chesthill,  both  on  his  own 
estate,  and  on  the  estates  of  Garth  and  Drumharry,  and  Glenlyon  House 
estate. 

There  is  no  district  surveyor, — ^the  money  is  all  applied  by  these  gentle- 
men or  their  factors  in  the  way  which  they  think  most  expedient. 

There  is  an  existing  debt  of  L.441,  2s.  7d.  This  is  due  to  the  three 
gentlemen  who  take  charge  of  the  roads,  for  monies  expended  beyond 
what  they  have  received.     There  is  no  interest  payable  on  this  debt. 

I  do  not,  as  derk,  keep  any  general  account  tor  the  district,  or  pav  any 
money  for  the  dutrict.  At  the  general  auditing  of  accounts,  I  make  an 
abstract  of  the  accounts  as  sent  in  by  the  three  gentlemen  above  named* 

The  total  sum  expended  on  the  district  last  year,  amounted  to 
L.346,  188.  7d.^  and  the  receipts  were  L.312,  Is.  T^d. 


No.  XXIV.  James  M^'Rosly,  Esq.,  Examined : — 

J*m««  I  am  derk  to  the  Cri^  District  of  StaiuU  Labour  Roads,  which  ex- 

M  Bosty,  Esq.  ^^^  ^  about  120  miles,  and  the  district  comprises  eight  parishes  or  por- 
tions of  parishes. 

The  rate  per  £  is  4d.,  and  has  been  so  for  two  years.  This  is  L.1, 16s*  lOd. 
per  ploughgate,  for  last  crop. 

The  sum  collected  in  1857  was  L.1,198,  68.  8d.  Previously,  the  assess- 
ment had  been  3d.  per  £,  but  that  was  found  insufficient  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  roads.  This  was  owing  partly  to  the  opening  of  the 
Cneff  Railway  having  caused  a  considerable  amount  of  traffic  on  the 
district  roads,  which  formerly  did  not  exist,  as  well  as  the  adoption  of  at 
least  one  turnpike,  which  was  taken  on  the  statute  labour  list 

It  will  be  necessary  to  keep  up  the  assessment  at  its  present  rate,  in 
order  to  defray  some  extraordinary  expenses  which  will  be  necessary 
for  improvements. 

I  have  not  found  that  there  was  much  complaint  at  the  increased  rate ; 
the  occupants  were  sensible  that  it  was  necessary  in  order  to  have  the 
roads  in  proper  condition.    I  think  that  in  general,  when  farmers  get » 
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good  road  thej  do  not  grudge  to  pay  for  it ;  but  of  course  tbere  are  ex-       Connty 
ceptional  cases.  p  **^h 

Mr  Ritchie,  C.  E.,  is  the  surveyor,  and  has  a  salary  of  L.60.    He  is  also  ^^  ' 

the  surveyor  of  several  of  the  turnpike  roads,  and  it  seems  to  work  well        James 
in  our  district,  and  saves  expense ; — the  same  men  being  employed  for  both  M'Bosty,  Esq, 
sets  of  roads, — ^the  men  are  turned  on  to  the  turnpikes  or  statute  labour 
roads  as  occasion  mav  require,  and  the  same  local  inspector  does  for  both. 

The  surveyor,  at  the  annual  meeting  in  May,  makes  a  general  report  as 
to  the  state  of  the  roads  in  the  district,  and  gives  in  an  estimate  of  the 
probable  expense  of  maintaining  them  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  assessment  is  all  thrown  into  one  fund,  and  there  is  no  provision 
for  expending  the  funds  raised  in  a  parish  upon  the  roads  in  that  parish. 
This  1  consider  much  more  advantageous  than  if  the  area  of  expenditure 
were  limited  to  the  particular  parishes  in  which  the  funds  were  collected. 

Statute  Labour  is  collected  from  the  occupants  of  houses  in  the  town  of 
Crieff.  Part  of  three  turnpikes  come  into  the  town,  and  form  three  of 
the  principal  thoroughfares.  Two  of  them  diverge  from  the  cross,  and 
the  third  from  one  of  these  two. 

AU  the  other  streets  and  roads  in  the  town  (excepting  bye-lanes),  are 
on  the  statute  labour  list.  It  is  not  considered  that  the  repair  of  these 
streets  throws  any  great  burden  on  the  statute  labour  funds. 

There  is  only  one  outlet  from  Crieff  which  passes  about  six  miles  with- 
out a  toll,  but  there  are  toll-bars  on  all  the  other  outlets. 

To  a  person  passing  through  the  town,  the  payment  at  one  bar  does 
not  dear  another,  as  they  are  all  under  separate  trusts.  The  inhabitants 
no  doubt,  feel  these  tolls  to  be  a  hardship  ;  but  there  has  been  no  agita- 
tion in  the  district  on  the  subject  of  the  abolition  of  tolls. 

As  far  as  I  know,  I  think  the  people  in  Crieff  and  the  farmers  in  the 
neighbourhood,  would  be  willing  to  pay  an  increased  assessment  for  the 
sake  of  getting  rid  of  the  tolls. 

Parties  who  live  near  tolls  and  are  obliged  to  pass  them  more  fre- 
quently, might  not  object  to  an  increased  rate  of  3d.  per  £,  if  tolls  were 
to  be  abolished  ;  but  others  who  live  in  more  remote  districts,  might  con- 
sider such  a  rate  to  be  a  grievance. 


Edinburgh,  Monday^  ISth  April  .1859. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.  |  Duncan  M*Laren,  Esq. 

MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  XXV.  WiUiam  Fraser,  Esq.,  W.  S.,  Examined:— 

I  am  factor  for  Mr  Qrahame  Stirling,  and  as  such,  I  take  an  interest  Willinm 
in  the  management  of  the  MefUeith  ondBumbani  Turnpike,  Mr  Stirling  Fraser,  Esq. 
is  the  principal  creditor  on  the  trust  funds.  The  whole  affairs  connected 
with  the  road  were  formerly  managed  by  Mr  Qraham  of  Leitchtown,  who 
became  bankrupt  in  1854,  and  a  considerable  sum  belonging  to  the  funds 
of  the  road  (upwards  of  L.500),  was  at  that  time  in  his  hands.  Mr  Stir- 
ling is  a  creditor  upon  the  road  for  the  following  amounts,-- viz., 
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County 

Perth. 

WilliMn 
Fnaerf  Esq. 


Iflt.  A  sum  advanced  bj  his  father  to  the  road  - 
2nd.  A  farther  sum  which  his  father  had  paid  up, 

having  been  personallj  reoionsible 
3rd.  An  additional  aebt»  for  which  General  Gra- 
hame  Stirling  was  responsible,  and  the 
whole  of  which  Mr  G.  Stirling  bad  to 

i»y«p 


hM  15    0 

725    0    0 


Making  the  whole  of  hia  debt 


i;250    0    0 
L.2,071  15    0 


The  onlv  other  debt  upon  the  trust,  is  that  due  to  the  trustees  of  the 
late  Sir  J.  M'Gregor  Murray,  which  was  constituted  in  a  similar  nuAner, 
and  amounts  to  L.917i  15b.  Upon  parts  of  these  two  debt^  arrears  of 
interest  have  been  accumulated.  Up  to  Martinmas  1852,  interesi  was 
regularly  paid  on  the  whole  debt, — and  upon  Mr  Grahame  Stirling's  debt, 
it  was  paid  up  to  Martinmas  1853.  Since  that  time,  interest  has  been 
paid  on  the  L.l»250  to  Mr  Grahame  Stirling  up  to  Martinmas  1858,  and 
upon  the  remaining  debt,  payments  have  been  since  made,  which  dears 
the  interest  up  to  Martinmas  1854 ;  the  arrear  of  interest  now  due  on  this 
debt  up  to  Martinmas  1858,  being  L.238,  6s.  4d. 

The  system  which,  since  Mr  Graham  of  Leitchtown's  bankruptcy,  has 
been  adopted,  is  to  have  the  whole  tolLrents  paid  into  an  account  kept 
with  the  Bank  of  Scotland  at  Callander,  in  name  of  Mr  Grahame  Stirling* 
for  Port  of  Menteith  Road. 

On  the  1st  of  January  1859,  there  was  a  balance  at  the  Bank  in  fisvovr 
of  the  trust  of  L.189,  7s.  Id.  The  surveyor  sends  monthly  a  pay  biU» 
shewing  the  amount  expended  for  the  month,— and  Mr  Grahame  Stirling 
remits  a  draft  on  the  Bank  for  the  amount  to  the  surveyor. 

The  average  for  the  four  years  from  1854  to  1858,  of  the  expense  of 
maintaining  the  road,  including  the  salary  of  surveyor  and  derk,  and  aU 
other  ordinary  expenditure,  is       ...        •        L«234    5    0 
And  the  yearly  interest  of  debt,     .  115  16    7 


Together, 


L.350     1    7 


The  revenue  is  not  now  sufficient  to  meet  this  expense.  This  is  prin- 
cipally owing  to  the  formation  and  opening  of  the  Forth  and  Clyde  Rail- 
way, which  has  diverted  from  the  road  a  large  part  of  its  former  traffic 
For  the  year  1854-55,  the  revenue  irotn  the  tolls  was  L.407 ;  for  1855-56^ 
L.343 ;  for  1856-57,  L.315 ;  and  for  1857-58,  L.284.  For  the  two  last 
years  there  has  been  a  small  advance,  being  for  1858-59,  L.287 ;  and  for 
the  year  from  Whitsunday  1859  to  Whitsunday  1860,  the  tolls  have  been 
let  for  L.299. 

Previous  to  the  year  1855-56,  there  was  a  constantly  increasing  sinkinjg 
fund,  and  shortly  before  the  bankruptcy  of  Mr  Graham  of  Leitchtown,  it 
had  been  resolved  to  apply  the  balance  of  L.500  then  in  hand,  in  pay- 
ing o£f  debt  to  that  amount. 

If  it  had  not  been  for  the  fall  in  the  toll-rents,  which  is  attributed  to 
the  formation  of  the  before  mentioned  railway,  the  revenue  would  have 
been  considerably  more  than  enough  for  the  demands  upon  it ;  and  not- 
withstanding the  fall  which  has  taken  place  in  the  rents,  if  it  had  not 
been  for  the  loss  sustained  through  Mr  Graham  of  Leitchtown,  the 
Trustees  should  have  been  in  a  cwidition  to  have  paid  interest  on  the 
whole  of  the  debt ;  but  this  would  have  been  by  applying  the  balance  in 
Mr  Grahaott's  hands,  and  Mrising  fsom  the  accumulations  of  the  lerewia 
of  previous  yean,  to  interest  and  not  to  capital  of  debt. 

The  only  acting  District  Trustees  at  present  upon  the  road  are  lAr 
Grahame  Stirling  himself  and  Mr  Turner,  aa  guanUan  for  tfaa  family  of 
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Mr  M^wia  of  Tar.    Mr  Tamer  was  nominated  b^  the  General  Meet-*      Conii^ 
in^  of  Road  Trustees  in  April  1855,  upon  petition  by  Mr  Grakame  ^^ 

Stirling.    He  again  applied,  in  April  1856,  to  have  another  gentleman*         ^^^ 
who  had  recently  aconired  property  in  the  neighbourhood,  nominated  as  a      WiUtem 
Trustee,  but  his  application  was  not  entertained, — ^the  deli?erance  being  f  iaser«  fis^ 
as  follows : — 

^*  The  meeting  considered  it  to  be  unnecessary  to  give  any  delirenaice 
upon  this  petition,  as  Mr  Brodie  is  already  qualified  to  attend  the  meet- 
ings and  act  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Trustees  for  the  road 
referred  to  in  the  petition,  under  the  resolution  passed  at  the  Meeting  of 
the  County  on  the  dOth  April  1833." 

Thoe  has  only  been  one  meeting  since  Mr  Graham  of  X<eitchtown  left 
the  Country  in  March  1854,  which  was  attended  by  Mr  Grahame  Stirling^ 
his  brother  Captain  Robert  Grahame,  and  Mr  Turner. 

I  haTe  been  the  medium  of  communication  between  Mr  Grahame  Stir* 
ling  and  the  surveyor, — the  monthly  pay  bills  being  all  sent  to  me,  and 
and  for  these,  I  obtain  from  Mr  Stirling  drafts  on  the  bank  at  Callander, 
and  forward  them  to  the  surveyor. 

The  accounts  have  not  been  audited  or  docqueled  since  ]849r— nor 
has  any  general  account  been  made  up  for  the  last  two  years. 

I  am  not  aware  of  any  special  complaints  or  representations  by  the 
surveyor  regarding  the  state  of  the  road.  I  have  not  gone  along  the  road 
myarif  for  several  years,  and  I  am  unable  to  give  an  opinion  as  to  the 
state  of  it. 

I  do  not  suppose  that  any  sum  due  to  me  now  would  exceed  L.90,— i£ 
so  much. 

I  have  arranged  with  Mr  Grahame  Stirling,  that  a  meeting  of  the 
Trustees  upon  this  road  shall  be  held  in  the  month  of  August  next ;  that 
the  accounts  from  the  period  of  Mr  Graham's  bankruptcy  to  the  close  of 
the  year  ending  at  Whitsunday  1859»  may  be  then  examined,  audited  and 
docqueted. 


No.  XXVI.  Anthony  Murray,  Esq.  of  DoUerie,  Examined :  — 

I  am  a  proprietor  in  the  county  of  Perth,  and  act  for  Lord  Strathallao,  Anthony 
Sir  William  Keith  Murray,  and  other  parties,  who»  as  well  as  myself  in-  Mnrray,  Esq. 
dividualiy,  are  a  good  deal  interested  in  road  debts.  The  particular  roads 
to  which  my  attention  has  been  directed,  in  connexion  with  this  subject, 
have  been,— -the  Auchterarder  Turnpike,  the  Dalpatrick  Turnpike,  the 
Gleneagles  Turnpike,  the  Glenlichom  Turnpike,  the  Perth  and  Crieff 
Tuminke,  the  Strathbraan  Turnpike,  and  the  Taybridge  Tunpike,  but  I 
know  little  of  the  two  latter. 

On  the  Auehierarder  Eoad,  with  the  exception  of  the  railway  debt, 
there  is  nothing  due  but  a  subscription  debt  of  L.2,000.  The  revenue  at. 
present  is  sufficient  to  maintain  the  road  and  no  more. 

On  the  Da^MUnei  Road  .the  debt  is  L.ly200,  and  the  revenue  pays  the 
interest  on  the  bonded  debt,  besides  the  expense  of  maintenunce.  There 
is  also  an  additional  debt  of  LaOO,  for  which  the  kte  Mr  Murray  was 
bound,  and  which  he  afterwards  paid  off,  but  on  which  no  interest  ha* 
ever  been  received. 

On  the  Gleneaglet  Tumj^ke,  the  debt  has  beoi  called  L.23,592, 138. 2d., 
bat  this  does  not  represent  the  cost  of  the  original  construction  of  the 
road.  Besides  the  above  sum,  there  were  contributed,  as  subscriptions 
and  donations  by  gentlemen  who  never  took  any  share  in  the  managfr- 
ment,  sums  to  the  amount  of  L.2,05(V  and  by  noblemen  and  gentlemen^ 
who  did  partake  in  the  managementy  sums  to  the  amount  of  Ii.5,06^ 
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County  178.  Id.    These  last  were  obliged  ultimately  to  undertake,  orer  and  above 

^^  this,  the  whole  debt  of  the  road,  ascertained,  as  just  stated  in  the  year 

^^'  1829,  to  amount  to            ...             .             L,23,592  13     2 

Anthony  -^^^  ^^^^  ^^°  advances  and  subscriptions,            .                  5,062  17     1 


Murray,  Biq. 


L.28,655  10     3 
Add  subscriptions  by  others,  .  .  2,060    0    0 

Actual  cost,      L  30,705  10    S 

It  is  right  to  state  that  this  road  was  one  of  very  general  utility.  It 
opened  up  to  Strathearn,  and  indeed  to  more  distant  parts  of  the  oountj, 
the  mineral  fields  (coal  and  lime)  of  Clackmannan  and  west  of  Fife.  Its 
extent  was  very  little  short  of  30  miles.  It  shortened  the  distance  to 
Edinburgh  by  12  miles.  It  was  conducted  through  the  Ochil  range  of 
hills,  requiring  very  expensive  works  in  bridges  and  viaducts,  and,  not^ 
withstanding  the  liberal  support  it  did  receive,  still  a  great  extent  of  pro- 
perty was  benefited,  from  which  little  or  no  assistance  was  derived,  small  at 
least  contrasted  with  the  benefit  conferred.  The  additional  sum  required 
to  meet  the  engagements  of  those  who  partook  in  the  management  was 
ascertained  in  1829.  At  that  time,  it  was  held  that  the  revenue  of  the 
road  would  be  sufficient  to  pay  interest  on  a  sum  of  L.12,000,  and  the 
balance  was  laid  upon  the  several  Trustees  in  equal  proportions,  which 
they  were  bound  either  to  take  upon  themselves  or  to  pay  up.  In  1845, 
the  Scottish  Central  Railway  Company  agreed  to  pay  L.6,000 ;  and  the 
road  being  then  calculated  to  carry  a  debt  of  L.14,000,  the  preferable 
debt  was  fixed  at  L. 8,000,  to  which  the  Railway  Company's  L.6,000  was 
postponed.  Since  the  railway  was  opened,  the  revenue  has  not  been 
sufficient  to  keep  down  the  interest  on  L.8,000 ;  so  that,  in  addition  to  the 
large  balance  of  L.  11,000  and  upwards,  which  the  Trustees  were  called 
upon  to  pay  in  equal  proportions,  they  have  been  called  upon  annually  to 
make  up  a  deficiency  equal  to  the  interest  on  about  L. 2,000. 

On  the  Glenlichom  Turnpike,  the  debt  consists  entirely  of  subscriptions 
raised  originally  by  assessment,  and  the  revenue  is  insufficient  to  keep  the 
road  in  proper  repair. 

With  respect  to  the  other  roads,  I  have  not  taken  any  very  particular 
interest  in  them,  and  can  only  refer  the  Commissioners  to  the  statements 
made  by  the  clerks  ;  but,  of  those  I  have  enumerated,  the  Dalpatrick  and 
the  Perth  and  Crieff  Roads  are  the  only  Trusts  that  are  perfectly  solvent, 
by  which  I  mean  that  they  are  able  to  pay  the  interest  upon  the  debt  at 
the  market  rates. 

All  the  roads  I  have  mentioned  extend  over  what  may  be  described 
geographically  as  the  same  district  of  country.  I  would  add  to  these  the 
other  roads  in  the  basin  or  district  of  the  river  Earn,  viz.,  the  Crieff  and 
Longcause  way  head,  the  Dunning,  the  Dalreoch,  the  Locheam,  and  the 
Perth  and  Dunkeld  Turnpikes.  The  first  and  the  last  of  these  are  almost 
free  from  debt,  and  possess  considerable  revenues.  I  consider  these  roads 
have  a  common  interest,  and  might  be  advantageously  placed  under  the 
same  management.  There  are  at  present,  within  that  same  circle,  three 
districts  of  statute  labour  roads,  viz.,  Crieff,  Auchterarder,  and  part  of 
Perth.     I  think  one  surveyor  could  manage  these  and  a  good  deal  more. 

I  think  the  statute  labour  and  turnpike  roads  might  all  be  placed 
under  one  management, — a  Consolidated  Trust,  with  one  fund  ;  the  ob- 
stacle at  present  to  such  a  consolidation  is  principally  the  existence  of  the 
debt.  I  have  considered  the  question  of  the  possibility  of  a  consolidation, 
and  (being  asked  if  the  example  of  an  amalgamation  of  railways  might 
not  be  followed)  I  consider  that  turnpike  roads  are  not  to  be  dealt  with 
exactly  as  if  we  were  consolidating  a  number  of  raUways  and  makiiig 
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proYifiion  for  the  debt.     Turnpike  roads  differ  from  railways,  in  as  much       Comity 
as  the  undertakings  were  not  set  agoing  on  the  footing  of  speculation 8»       p^!L 
and,  more  particularly,  the  Trustees  are  prevented  from  taking  or  paying         _^' 
any  interest  until  after  the  road  is  maintained,  and  are  limited  to  five  per      Anthony 
cent,  under  the  most  favourable  circumstances.     I  understand  a  difi'erent  Murray,  Esq. 
rule  obtains  in  England.     I  understand  that  in  England  those  who  ad- 
vance money,  on  the  security  of  the  tolls,  are  entitled  to  draw  interest 
preferably  to  all  other  demands  on  the  revenue ;  and  that  if  Uie  revenue 
fails,  the  parishes  must  maintain  the  road.    Although  railways  must  of 
course  pay  their  expenses  and  their  interest  preferably  to  the  dividends^ 
yet  they  were  set  on  foot  as  speculations,  and  may  reauze  dividends  to  an 
amount  much  beyond  the  rate  of  interest  allowed  to  Road  Trusts.    In 
short,  the  latter  are  Trusts,  not  private  property.     The  roads  are  made 
truly  for  the  benefit  of  the  districts  through  which  they  pass,  and  to  or 
from  which  they  lead.     They  improve  the  whole  country,  and,  by  in- 
creasing its  productiveness,  they  mutually  promote  the  traffic  on  the 
whole  lines  of  communication,  and  many  parties  benefit  by  them  who 
have  contributed  nothing  towards  their  cost.    My  plan  would  therefore 
be,  to  consolidate  all  the  Trusts  before  mentioned,  as  contained  within 
the  basin  of  the  Earn  ;  and  having  ascertained  the  nett  revenue  to  be 
derived  from  the  whole  (say  on  an  average  of  three  or  five  years),  I  would 
hold  the  value  of  the  debt  to  be  represented  by  the  capital  of  that  re- 
venue, and  I  would  give  to  those  who  got  less  than  their  full  rate  of  inter-t 
est  the  benefit  of  any  improvement  that  might  arise  firom  the  revenue  of 
the  united  Trusts.    The  improvement,  I  think,  would  not  be  limited 
simply  to  the  revenue  drawn  from  those  Trusts  now  free  or  nearly  free 
from  debt.    A  great  benefit  would  arise  from  the  diminution  of  expenses, 
not  merely  of  management,  but  in  some  degree  also  of  maintenance.    I 
consider  that  considerable  waste  is  incurred  at  present  from  the  mere 
separation  of  the  different  Trusts.    A  united  management,  if  really  good, 
would  prevent  this ;  and  in  this  way  I  feel  very  confident  that  the  re* 
venue  would  be  benefited  as  a  whole,  and  of  course  that  benefit  would,  in 
a  certain  ratio,  accrue  to  all  the  parties  concerned  in. the  debt.    Being 
asked  how  we  would  then  deal  with  the  different  Trust  Debts :  I  would 
rank  the  debt  upon  the  whole  capital  ascertained,  as  I  have  mentioned, 
according  to  a  classified  ratio  of  their  comparative  value  before  the  amal- 
gamation took  place. 

In  this  way  the  less  solvent  Trusts  would  reap  some  benefit  from  the 
profits  arising  from  the  amalgamation,  as  well  as  from  the  revenues,  at 
present  separate  and  unencumbered,  and  I  would  apportion  each  year's 
additional  benefit  among  those  bond-holders  who  got  a  less  rate  of  mter- 
est  in  the  same  proportion  as  that  in  which  their  debts  were  valued.  If 
it  should  be  thought  that  Trusts  of  this  kind  were  too  small,  or  that  a 
difficulty  would  arise  in  defining  their  extent,  I  am  prepared  to  apply  my 
principle  to  a  wtfole  county  ;  and  from  what  I  have  learned  of  the  com- 
parative amounts  of  the  total  revenue,  and  total  annual  cost  of  main- 
tenance and  management  in  the  county  of  Perth,  I  have  no  doubt  pro- 
vision could  thus  he  made  for  the  Turnpike  Trust  Debts  in  a  way  which 
ought  to  satisfy  every  reasonable  man.  But  I  think  to  value  each  road 
debt  separately,  would  result  unsatisfactorily  and  unfairly  to  many  who 
are  entitled  to  much  consideration. 

With  regard  to  the  abolition  of  tolls,  I  consider  it  to  be  most  desirable. 
If  we  were  not  used  to  them  by  long  practice,  I  am  sure  it  would  strike 
any  one  as  very  extraordinarv  to  see  two  distinct  systems  at  work  in  the 
same  districts.  I  refer  to  the  turnpike  and  statute  labour  roads.  But 
the  debt  now  created  is  a  heavy  obstacle  to  the  change.  If  this  were 
provided  for,  I  think  an  assessment,  levied  on  the  County  Valuation  Koll, 
the  best  and  fairest  way  of  maintaining  all  the  roads.    One  difficulty  in 
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Covn^      carrying  this  oat  has  oecurred  to  me,  tiz.,  that  under  the  forms  some- 

^^.         times  adopted  for  conveyances  of  land  to  Railway  Companies^  these  com- 

^}_        panies  might  plead  that  they  were  virtually  exempted  from  payment. 

Anthony      ^^^^  difficulty,  if  it  exists,  could  only  he  removed  hy  an  express  enact- 

Mnnmjt  Ivq.  ment  of  the  legislature.     Certainly  no  property  is  more  interested  in  good 

roads  than  railway  property. 

I  think,  as  a  matter  of  equity,  the  payment  of  the  debt  ought  to  be 
borne  hy  the  district  or  county  through  which  roads  are  cani^.  I  re- 
peat,  the  benefit  of  every  road  is  diffused,  and  not  limited  to  its  own  im- 
mediate vicinity.  If  the  debt  (valued  of  course  in  the  way  suggested,  and 
if  tolls  were  aboUshed  immediately,  some  allowance  might  be  made  finr 
the  expected  benefit  from  the  improved  management  by  eonsolidatioik} 
were  to  be  jwid  from  an  assessment,  I  incline  to  think  it  should  be  leviea 
firom  proprietors  idone.  At  the  same  time,  I  am  aware  large  amounts  of 
the  cost  of  forming  turnpikes  have  already  been  paid  from  the  tolls;  and 
it  might  be  very  reasonable,  if  tolls  were  abolished,  to  anply  part  of  the 
assessment  laid  on  as  a  substitute  towards  extinction  of  debts.  I  am  not 
prepared  to  say  how  much  of  such  an  assessment  ought  to  be  borne  by 
occupants,  and  how  much  by  proprietors  alone. 

My  opinion  generally  is,  that  the  maintenance  of  the  roads  should  be 
laid  upon  the  occupants. 

I  should  like  to  see  the  statute  labour  system  abolished,  and  the  anoeas- 
ment  imposed  according  to  the  Valuation  Roll ;  all  classes  of  proper^ 
should  thus  be  made  liable. 

If  turnpikes  are  to  be  continued,  I  think  it  might  be  desirable,  in  many 
eases,  to  alter  the  present  position  of  the  toll-gates,  and  to  plaee  them  so  as 
to  intercept  the  greatest  amount  of  traffic,  as  the  introduction  of  railwmya 
has  greatly  altered  the  incidence  of  the  traffic,  and  thrown  upon  statate 
labour  roads  a  large  expense,  which  was  formerly  a  burden  on  the  turnpikes. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  system  of  collection  of  tolls  by  the  Trustees 
would  be  better  than  the  plan  of  letting  them  to  tacksmen.  There  is  a 
considerable  sum  of  law  charges  and  incidental  expenses  annuaUy  occa- 
sioned by  ronping  the  tolls,  as  at  present  practised. 

As  far  as  I  am  conversant  with  the  opinions  of  proprietors  and  others, 
I  do  not  think  there  is  any  strong  feeling  on  the  subject  of  the  abolition 
of  tolls.  I  mean  by  this,  that  custom  has  led  to  acquiescence  in  an  un- 
avoidable evil.  If  the  farmers  and  occupants  were  called  upon  to  pay  a 
small  additional  direct  assessment,  it  might  create  a  good  deal  of  grum- 
bling. They  dislike  paying  money  in  any  shape;  but  if  tolls  were 
abolished,  I  have  no  doubt  it  would  be  considered  a  great  boon.  People 
will  go  round  about  to  avoid  a  toll ;  and  evasion  is  practised  if  possible,  to 
the  ii^uiy  of  the  roads,  as  well  as  of  carts  and  horses. 

A  consolidation  of  Trusts  ought  to  mitigate  this ;  that  is,  one  of  its 
provisions  ought  to  be  a  system  of  pass-tickets,  so  that  no  toll  should  be 
exacted,  in  any  case,  without  travelling  at  least  six  miles,  or  whatever 
distance  may  be  fixed  on.  Such  a  system  is  in  force  in  Mid-Lothian ;  the 
tickets  are  available  throughout  a  wide  circle. 

I  do  not  see  any  incompatibility  in  the  co^existence  of  the  tnnpike 
system  and  the  assessment  system.  They  exist  together  now.  The  con- 
solidation of  Trusts  would  diminish  any  such  incompatibility  by  diminish- 
ing the  demands  for  toll,  and,  I  think,  improving  the  roads.  But  I  would 
much  prefer  one  system,  and  that  one  the  assessment  system.  The  dis- 
tricts should  not  be  very  large.  They  might  be  larger  than  at  present ; 
but  I  think  they  should  be  such  as  would  embrace  no  greater  number  Cf 
variety  of  managers  than  such  as  felt  a  common  interest,  and  were  able 
to  understand  and  appredate  one  another's  wants.  Besides,  a  kige 
Board  for  management  of  details  is  always  objectionable.  The  eomty 
Board,  however  lai|^  nwy  rqfukte  all  mattar  ot  general  principle. 
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Perhaps  the  hest  way  to  explain  my  scheme  for  providing  for  the  Tarn-       Ooaiity 
pike  Trust  Debt  is  to  put  a  case  in  figures.    Suppose  seven  Trusts, —  .^  ^^. 


Debt. 

No.  1,  L.6,000  0  0 

2,  8,000  0  0 

3,  12,000  0  0 

4,  16,000  0  0 
6,     24,000  0  0 

6,  7,000  0  0 

7,  1,000  0  0 


Revenue. 
L.240  0  0 
240  0  0 
240  0  0 
240  0  0 
240    0    0 


L.74,000    0    0 


500    0    0 
L.1.700    0    0 


Bnt  at  four  per  cent.  L.1,700  represents  a  debt  of  L. 42,500  onlj. 
Now,  if  the  creditors  were  to  be  paid  such  sums  as  would  be  held  to  dis- 
charge them,  my  way  to  fix  these  sums  would  be  this :  Nos.  1  and  7 
must  be  paid  in  full  L.7,00O,  leaving  L.35,500  for  division  among  tiie 
remaining  five,  or  rather  the  remaining  four,  for  I  do  not  consider  No.  6 
entitled  to  any  dividend  at  all. 

The  following  table  will  explain  the  operation. 

In  the  example  given,  supposing  a  consolidation  of  Trusts,  and  that  the 
debt  of  each  Trust,  upon  wnich  interest  is  to  be  paid  from  the  general 
ftinds,  is  to  be  fixed  according  to  its  average  surplus  revenue,  taking  in- 
terest at  four  per  cent.,  multiply  the  surplus  revenue  of  each  Trust  by  25, 
and  the  amount  of  such  debts  will  be  ascertained. 


Anthony 
Mnrrty,  Esq. 
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The  annual  sarplus  will  be  ascertained  bj  deducting  tbe  amount  of  in-       County 
terest,  at  four  per  cent,  on  the  valued  debts,  from  the  annual  rerenue.  Pi^lL 

RiiU  for  dividing  mtrphu  annually. — ^Divide  amount  of  surplus  by        l_r 
number  of  underpaying  Trusts.    If  any  one  Trust  does  not  require  its      Anthony 
full  share  to  enable  it  to  pay  four  per  cent,  on  real  debt,  deuuct  the  Hnrraj,  nq. 
balance  required  from  siurplus,  and  divide  the  remainder  by  number  of 
Trusts  remaining  underpaiu. 

Note, — The  practical  result  of  this  scheme  seems  to  be,  that  Ttnst 
No.  1  derives  no  pecuniary  benefit  from  consolidation,  nor  does  it  confer 
any  benefit  upon  the  other  Trusts.  Trust  No.  7  hands  over  the  whole  of 
its  surplus  revenue  to  pay  the  debt  of  Trusts  No.  2,  3,  4,  and  5,  and  the 
value  of  their  debts  is  immediately  raised  from  L.24,000  (L.6,000  x  4) 
to  L.36,500.  It  would  appear  also,  that  any  saving  in  the  expenses  of 
general  management  would  be  for  the  advantage  of  these  Trusts.  It  does 
not  seem  obvious  what  interest  Trust  No.  6  has  in  consolidation  ;  but,  in 
the  event  of  there  being  a  saving  in  its  management  under  this  arrange- 
ment, there  might  arise  a  smeJl  surplus,  which  would  be  valued  in  the 
same  way  as  in  the  case  of  the  other  Trusts,  and  a  proportion  of  the 
general  yearly  revenue  allotted  to  it  accordingly.  Or,  supposing  a  con- 
siderable surplus  revenue  accrued  in  consequence  of  the  conscMidation, 
and  that  four  per  cent,  was  paid  on  the  whole  debts  of  Trusts  No.  3,  4, 
and  6,  it  might  be  equitable  that  any  balance  of  revenue  remaining  might 
be  applied  towards  payment  of  interest  on  the  debt  of  Trust  No.  6. 

Should  a  deficiency  of  revenue  occur,  it  seems  proper  that  while  the 
debt  of  Trust  No.  7  should  continue  to  receive  interest  in  full,  the  other 
Trusts  No.  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  5  should  share  the  loss  eaually,  according  to 
their  valued  debts  (L.6,000  each)  at  the  date  of  consolidation. 

I  feel  very  strongly  the  equity  of  this  scheme,  because  the  result  of  the 
opening  of  all  the  roads  has  been  to  improve  the  whole  country ;  and  if  it 
had  been  possible  to  have  set  a-going  aU  the  roads  at  once,  no  outlay 
could  have  been  more  beneficial,  and  there  would  have  been  no  equity  in 
giving  any  preference  to  one  part  of  the  original  capital  over  another. 
The  preference  at  present  enjoyed  arises  from  two  causes,  viz.,  priority  of 
formation,  and  vicinity  to  leading  points  of  trafiic.  But  these  conndera- 
tions  do  not  in  themselves  constitute  a  ground  of  preference.  At  the 
same  time,  the  preference  is  not  to  be  disturbed ;  the  change  proposed 
will  merely  extend  the  general  benefit  more  difiusely  for  the  general  good. 


Edinlmrgh,  Wednuday,  20th  April  1B59. 


MBMBEBS  PBESEKT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.  |         Duncan  McLaren,  Esq. 

MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  XXVII.  John  Stirling^  Esq.  of  Kippendavie,  Examined : — 

I  am  a  landed  proprietor  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dunblane,  in  the        j^iiq 
county  of  Perth,  and  I  have  taken  considerable  interest  in  the  roads  in  Stirling,  Esq. 
my  neighbourhood,  especially  the  Crieff  and  Longcausewayhead  Road, 
and  the  road  from  Dunblane  to  Callander  and  Lochearnhead. 

These  roads  are  very  differently  situated  in  regard  to  debt — the  first 
being  nearly  free  of  debt,  whilst  the  last  is  burdened  with  a  heavy  debt 
A  large  portion  of  the  debt  on  the  Crieff  and  Longcausewayhead  Road  has 
been  paid  off  during  the  last  twenty  years,  and  also  a  large  sum  expended 
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poiint|r      on  bridges  and  other  improyements.    We  have  lowered  tlie  tolls,  and  al- 

p  HJi        lowed  carts  to  pass  with  heairier  loads  than  formerly.    There  are  two  tolls 

^^^'       betwixt  Dunblane  and  Stirling,  a  distance  of  six  miles,  in  consequence  of 

John        passing  over  tJbe  roads  of  two  Trusts. 

Qti^no^,  )^.      The  rate  levied  for  statute  labour  money  on  occupants  is  3d.  per  £  in 

pie  Punblane  District. 

I  should  think  it  desirable  that  the  turnpike  and  statute  labour  roads 
in  a  district  should  be  placed  under  a  consolidated  management,  if  tolls 
were  abolished,  but  not  otherwise.  I  think  there  are  many  difficulties  in 
jbiaying  a  common  fund,  arising  partly  from  the  revenue  from  tolls  and 
partlv  from  assessment,  under  Uie  Statute  Labour  Act. 

I  think  the  great  want  at  present  is  a  power  to  consolidate  the  Trusts^ 
and  to  make  a  compulsory  valuation  of  the  debts.  If  this  were  obtained, 
it  would  obviate  many  of  the  causes  of  complaint  against  the  present 
system — more  particulaxly,  it  would  greatly  reduce  the  niunber  of  cases 
where  parties  have  to  pay  two  tolls  within  short  distances.  In  Perthshire 
we  have  twenty-seven  Trusts,  varying  in  length  from  d  to  39  miles  ;  and 
a  party  may  on  one  drive  have  to  pass  over  three  di£Ferent  Trusts^  and 
p^y  toll  on  each. 

At  present  the  great  difficulty  of  consolidation  arises  from  the  debts, 
some  being  worthless,  and  some  at  par.  I  would  suggest  that,  where  two- 
thirds  of  the  creditors  in  value  are  willing  to  consolidate  with  anotiier 
Trust,  the  remaining  one-third  should  be  obliged  to  accede  to  the  arrange- 
ment, and  accept  of  such  value  for  their  debts  as  may  be  fixed  by  some 
competent  authority.  The  present  debts  arise  principally  from  the  ez« 
pense  of  originally  constructing  the  roads,  and  from  accumulations  of  in- 
terest I  hold  it  a  difficult  question  to  say  whether  or  not  this  is  a  burden 
wMch  should  legitimately  £eu1  on  the  proiHrietors  of  land  through  which 
the  roads  pass*  as  the  circumstances  are  so  different  in  different  parts  of 
t)ie  country.  But  I  should  not  see  the  same  difficulty  if  it  were  proposed 
to  lay  the  burden  on  the  proprietors  who  were  ben^ted  by  the  road  to 
l^ly  extent.  As  a  general  principle,  I  would  say  that  the  whole  proprie- 
tors in  a  county  were  interested  in  having  good  roads  made  through  the 
county  ;  but  I  would  certainly  object  to  an  unliquted  power  of  assessment 
for  \h&  purpose  of  mining  roads  being  conferred  on  the  county.  I  think 
if  ^  district  requires  a  new  road  or  a  great  improvement,  they  should  be 
sequired  to  furnish  at  least  two-thirds  of  the  outlay. 

My  idea  is,  that  wherever  a  Trust  has  paid  4  per  cent,  interest  on  its 
debt  for  the  last  four  or  five  years,  it  is  worth  its  full  nominal  v^ue ;  and 
I  would  pay  it  off  with  interest  by  an  assessment  on  owners  only,  over  the 
whole  county,  in  thirty  years.  Where  a  road  is  paying  less  than  4  per 
cent.,  a  proportionate  reduction  of  the  amount  of  aebt  should  take  place. 
I  think  that  where  no  interest  has  been  paid  for  a  period  of  five  years,  that 
debt  should  be  considered  worthless,  and  held  to  be  extinguished.  But  I 
think  that  every  county  should  be  entitled  to  nominate  a  valuator,  so  as 
to  consider  the  circumstances  of  every  case. 

It  would  be  a  matter  for  consideration  whether  railways  and  canals 
should  be  included  in  the  valuation,  so  as  to  be  made  liable  either  for  the 
debt  or  the  future  maintenance  of  roads.  Personally,  as  a  landowner^  it 
would  be  much  for  my  benefit  that  they  should  be  included  ;  but  in  pomt 
of  fairness,  I  think  they  should  not  be  assessed,  as  in  many  instances  they 
&ave.  ahready  paid  part  of  the  debts,  for  which  they  get  no  interest ;  ana 
the  abolition  of  tolls,  so  far  from  being  a  benefit,  will  be  a  positive  injury 
to  them,  as,  for  short  distances,  a  large  portion  of  their  traffic  will  be  ear- 
ned off.  I  am  aware  that  parties  interested  in  roads  complain  that  they 
have  suffered  by  means  of  thej-ailways,  and  that  the  diminished  wear  and 
tear  of  the  road  does  not  compensate  for  the  diminution  of  revenue; 
whereas  the  traffic  on  some  of  the  statute  labour  roads  has  been  great^ 
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increased  by  the  operation  of  Railways ;  bnt,  as  ^  whole,  rinee  railways       CdUbty 
opened,  the  traffic  on  roads  has  greatly  decreased.  ^ 

I  think  that,  as  a  substitute  for  tolls,  there  should  be  an  assessment  on  "^™* 
lands  and  heritages,  which  should  be  levied  from  the  occu^Muits,  but  that  jQim 
there  should  be  a  classification  of  different  kinds  of  property.  To  b^  per-  Stirling,  Esq. 
fecdy  fair,  there  would  require  to  be  several  classes ;  but  as  this  would 
not  be  workable,  I  would  divide  lands  and  heritages  into  two  classes — lst» 
agricultural ;  and  2d,  all  other  property.  In  the  second  da^  would  he 
indudM  dwelfing-houses,  manufactories,  mtnemis,  etc.  I  wotdd  intHkA  the 
rate  on  non-agricultural  subjects  three  times  the  rate  on  agricultural ; 
and  I  would  not  rate  any  subject  valued  at  less  than  L.6  a-year,  or  would 
rate  all  under  L.8  a-year  at  the  same  rate  as  agricultural  subjects. .  Take 
a  farm  of  L.50  ar-year  at  3d.  per  £,  the  occupant  would  pay  12s.  6d. ;  a 
house  or  mill  of  the  same  rent  would  pay  L.1, 17s.  6d.  Now,  taking  thete 
as  fair  samples,  the  occupant  of  a  house  pays  much  more  than  L.1, 178.  .6d« 
at  present  for  statute  labour  money,  tolls  on  his  coals,  and  tolls  on  either 
a  hired  carriage,  or  his  own  carriage,  if  he  keeps  one.  Innkeepers  ttid 
msnu&cturers  would  certainly  be  cheaper  than  at  present.  For  instance, 
there  are  two  tolls  between  Bridge  of  Allan  and  Stirling — a  distance  of  3} 
miles — and  three  tolls  between  Bridge  of  Allan  and  Alloa  coalpits.  If 
these  were  abolished,  it  would  reduce  the  price  of  fuel  materially. 

I  consider  that  there  is  a  great  distinction  between  farmers  in  the  neigh* 
bourhood  of  large  towns  and  those  over  the  coimtry  generally.  Thos^  in 
the  neighbourh^  of  towns  sell  the  greater  part  of  their  produce  off  the 
farm ;  those  at  a  distance  consume  it  on  the  farm  ;  and  as  farming  im- 
proves, the  use  of  the  roads  by  farmers  will  decrease,  because  more  of  the 
produce  is  consumed  at  home  m  feeding  cattle,  which  never  go  off  the  funi 
till  they  go  to  the  butcher.  Less  manure  is  also  driven,  as  increased  use 
18  made  of  artificial  manures,  which  go  into  very  small  bulk. 

Under  the  present  system  of  tolls,  not  only  the  maintenance  of  the  roads^ 
but  the  interest  of  the  debt,  falls  exclusively  on  oecimants.  I  would  thlere- 
fore  not  think  it  inequitable  that  if  the  provision  for  the  debt  were  laid 
upon  owners,  the  assessment  for  maintenance  should  be  imposed  exclu- 
sively on  occupants.  It  may  be  a  question  how  far  the  assessment  on 
owners,  to  pay  the  debt,  should  be  classified,  as  L.50  rent  of  a  house,  and 
L.50  rent  of  land,  does  not  represent  the  same  capital ;  but  this  does  not 
appW  to  the  rate  for  maintenance,  as  rent  alone,  without  regard  to  the 
kind  of  subject,  does  not  show  the  use  made  of  the  roads  by  the  occupant* 
or  by  other  parties  for  his  purposes.  Practically,  after  the  termination 
of  present  leases,  it  comes  to  be  a  matter  of  little  moment.  I  think, 
making  the  occupant  pay  is  the  fairest  way,  because  he  is  the  party  who 
uses  the  road ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  it  would  be  injustice  to  make  such  a 
party  pay  for  anything  that  was  in  the  nature  of  a  permanent  improvement. 

With  respect  to  the  management,  I  think  it  would  be  fiiir  that,  if  occu- 
pants  were  called  upon  to  pay  part  of  an  assessment,  they  should  also,  by 
means  of  members  elected  by  parishes,  have  a  voice  in  the  management. 

I  should  also  think  it  desirable  that  counties  should  be  enabled  to  divide 
themselves  into  districts,  and  that  these  districts  should  not  be  too  small. 

At  present  large  towns,  practically,  pay  for  the  maintteance  of  the  roads 
in  their  immediate  neighbourhood,  as  the  toll-bars  are  within  half  a  mile 
generally  of  their  boundaries  ;  and  every  person  entering  or  leaying  town 
IS  obliged  to  pay  toll. 

If  th^se  roads  were  thrown  into  a  small  adjoining  district  it  would  press 
yery  heavily  upon  the  district ;  and  I  think  sofme  provision  w'ould  be  neces^ 
aary  for  the  maintenance  of  the  roads  within  a  limited  circumference  of  towni 
which  are  separately  assessed  from  the  county  for  their  roads  and  streets'. 

It  is  right  to  add,  that  I  believe  the  assessment  in  lieu  of  tolls  would  be 
generally  unpopular  in  the  country,  both  among  fanners  and  in  the  yfllages. 
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County                                            Wednesday^  20th  Jvly  1859. 
of  


Perth* 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 


William  Smythe,  Esq. 


Sir  Andrew  Orr. 


Right  Honble.  Sir  Jonn  M'Neill.  Duncan  M'Laren,  Esq. 

MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  XXVin.  WiUiam  Menzies,  Esq^.,  Bambrae,  Kincardine  on  Forth, 

Examined : — 

WHIiam  I  am  factor  for  Lord  Keith's  Trustees,  and  Lady  Keith  and  Naime,  and 

Menaieai  Esq.  treasurer  to  the  Camock  and  Kmnet  Turnpike  Road^  which  consists  of 

about  nine  miles,  whereof  two  miles  in  Fife,  64  in  Perth,  and  half  a  mile  in 

Clackmannan  counties.   There  are  two  tolk,  Gartarj,  and  Comrie  Bridge. 

The  average  revenue  for  the  last  three  years,  end- 
ing at  Whitsunday  1859,  has  been     .        .  L.146    4    9 

The  average  expense  of  maintenance  for  the  same 

period  has  been 112    0  11 

This  includes  L.15  to  a  surveyor,  L.5,  5s.  to  treasurer,  and  L.2.  2s.  to 
local  clerk. 

The  present  revenue  is  sufficient  to  keep  the  road  in  repair,  and  leave 
a  small  surplus. 

The  road  was  opened  in  1814,  at  a  cost  of  L.6,917»  whereof  L.6,661  was 
subscribed  by  parties  interested  in  the  road  (which  still  remains  a  debt, 
and  is  exclusive  of  interest),  the  difference  having  been  gradually  liqui- 
dated  by  the  toll  revenues.  Dividends  have  been  paid  occasionally,  and 
have  amounted  in  all,  since  the  road  was  made,  to  L.2,807,  14s.  4d. 

hMO  was  received  from  the  Oakley  or  Forth  Iron  Company,  for  leave 
to  cross  the  road,  and  damage  done  to  it ;  and  last  year  (1858),  L.500  was 
paid  by  the  Stirling  and  Dunfermline  Railway  Company,  as  compensation 
for  loss  of  traffic.  Both  these  sums  are  included  in  the  L  2,807,  14s.  4d. 
The  L.500  received  in  1858  was  divided  at  the  time. 


No.  XXIX.  D.  jr.  8mitk,  Esq.,  Writer,  Dunkeld. 

D.  K.  I  am  clerk  to  the  Dunkeld,  Aherfddy^  and  Kenm&re  Ihtmpike^  widch 

Smith,  Esq.   extends  to  23  miles  859  yards,  upon  which  there  are  three  toll^  which  are 
let. 

The  revenue  for  1856-7  was  ....        L.808    0  0 
„            „    1867-8    „      .         .         .         .           1023  10  11^ 
The  expense  of  maintenance,  including  sur- 
veyor's salary,  for  1866-7,  was    .                             800    7  1 
„                1867-8,    „     .        .                    645  14  0 
The  surveyor's  salary  is                                               15  15  0 
The  clerk  and  treasurer's       ....              20    0  0 
The  debt  at  Whitstmday  1858,  consisted  of  the  following : — 
Original  subscriptions,          .        .        *        .          L.175    0  0 
Borrowed  on  security  of  the  tolls  only,                     6,900    0  0 
Interest  unpaid, 8  12  6 

L.7,083  12  6 


The  interest  paid  on  the  debt  for  the  year  from  Whitsunday  1853  to 
Whitsunday  1854,  was  dj  per  cent  1854-55,  no  interest  was  paid ; 
1855-56,  at  the  rate  of  3^  per  cent. ;  1856-57»  no  interest  paid  ;  1857-58, 
at  the  rate  of  4  per  cent. ;  and  1858-59,  4  per  cent.  It  is  expected  that 
3}  will  be  paid  for  the  future. 

No  part  of  the  debt  originally  contracted  has  been  paid. 
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Xm.  COUNTY  OF  LANARK. 


GUugow^  Wednesday^  4th  May  1859. 


MEMBEBS  PBESKZVT. 


William  Smjthe,  Esq. 


Sir  Andrevir  Onr. 


6ir  James  Fergusson,  Bart.  Duncan  McLaren,  Esq. 

BIE  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


CkMmtj 
of 


No.  L  John  Dyiesy  Esq.,  Examined: —  Lanark.  '.^ 

I  am  Clerk  of  Supply  of  Lanarkshire,  and  also  clerk  to  the  Statute  J.  Dykas,  Esq. 
Labour  Trustees  of  the  Middle  Ward.    The  county  is  divided  into  three 
wards  or  districts^-^the  upper,  the  middle,  and  the  lower.    The  upper 
ward  comprises  20  parishes ;  the  middle,  14 ;  and  the  lower,  6,  ex-  ! 

clusiYe  of  the  parishes  comprehended  in  the  city  of  Glasgow.  The  lower 
disUict  contains  all  the  roads  which  are  in  immediate  connection  with  the 
city  of  Olasgow,  beyond  the  munidpal  bounds.  None  of  the  statute 
IalK>ur  roads  in  the  middle  district  come  within  three  or  four  miles  of  the 
municipal  boundaries  of  the  city.  Every  parish  has  its  own  management 
as  to  statute  labour  roads,  with  an  appeal  to  the  ward  meetings, — each 
parish  has  its  own  clerk  and  surveyor,  and  collects  its  own  funds  separately. 
These  roads  are  manas*ed  under  a  local  Act  passed  in  1807,  which  provides 
for  the  division  of  the  land  in  the  county  into  ploughgates.     It  constitutes  i 

as  a  managing  bodjr  all  Commissioners  of  Supply  qualified  in  each  parish,  I 

and  provides  that  in  each  parish  the  rate  of  labour  should  be  annuaUy  | 

Taluedr— each  ploughgate  of  land  contributing  the  commutation  of  six  days'  I 

labour  of  two  men,  two  horses,  and  two  carts ;  each  horse  not  used  for  j 

agricultural  purposes,  three  days'  labour  of  one  horse,  cart,  and  man ; 
and  eadi  householder,  two  dayi^  labour  of  a  man.  There  is  no  rate  on 
houses  nor  on  minerals,  such  as  collieries,  iron  works,  or  manufactories, 
but  the  workers  employed  are  rated  where  they  are  householders.  The 
labour  rate  in  one  parish  is  often  much  higher  than  in  another.  I  see  that 
in  the  middle  district  the  rate  varies  from  12s.  6d.  to  18s.  on  a  horse,  and 
the  rate  on  householders  varies  from  Is.  6d.  to  4s.  Poor  persons  are 
sometimes  charged  half  rates.  This  difference  usually  arises  ^m  the 
difference  in  the  necessities  of  the  parishes  in  regard  to  roads,  as  wdl  as 
firom  difference  in  the  cost  of  labour. 

The  middle  district  comprises  about  452  miles  of  statute  labour  roads, 
the  upper  d76^  and  the  lower  about  87.  The  manner  of  fixing  the  rate 
«f  labour  is  by  examining  witnesses  on  the  subject,  but  the  Trustees  lome^ 
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Goontj       times  take  it  upon  themselves  to  modify  the  rates^  espedallj  as  regards 
-   ^^  .        householders,  where  there  is  no  great  demand  for  money. 
^"'     '  In  the  course  of  the  discussions  which  have  taken  place  in  the  county, 

J.  Dykes,  Esq.  ^^®  mode  of  assessing  for  the  statute  labour  money  has  been  less  a  subject 
of  complaint  than  the  turnpikes,  and  that  chiefly  on  account  of  the  eco- 
nomy with  which  the  statute  labour  roads  have  been  managed.  If  tolls 
were  abolished,  I  think  the  parties  who  now  pay  the  statute  labour  money 
would  not  be  willing  to  nay  according  to  that  system  for  the  maintenance 
of  all  roads.  It  woidd  tnen  be  so  large,  that  its  inequality  would  be  more 
the  subject  of  objection.     At  present  I  think  it  is  unequal. 

I  made  out  a  table  in  1857,  which  contains  an  abstract  of  returns,  as  to 
the  present  expense  of  roads  to  farmers,  upon  Ihe  expenditure  of  the 
previous  year.    Referring  to  that  table,  the  expense  shewn  was, 
In  the  parish  of  Dals^,  Is.  Z^d.  par  £  on  the  i^ental. 
„  E.  Kilbride,  Is.  SJd.    „  „ 

,,  ^       Govan,  Is.  Ijd.    „  „ 

These  were  the  highest  cases  of  parishes.  The  general  average  from  21 
parishes,  from  which  I  obtained  returns,  wu^  8^.  pei;^£.  The  retuns 
which  I  got  were  obtained  with  a  view  to  ascertain  as  faurly  as  possible  the 
sum  paid  by  farmers  for  roads.  They  extend  over  all  parts  of  the  county. 
I  could  not  say  that  the  two  cases  upon  which  my  calculation  was  made 
in  the  parish  of  Daji^^  had  anything  special  in  tliem.  The  returns  com- 
prehend a)|  descriptions  of  farms,  and  as  nearly  as  possible  u^  tbe  propor- 
tion in  which  they  exist  in  tbe  county.  I  never  heard  the  accuracy  of 
these  returns  questioqed. 

None  of  the  statute  labour  roads  in  the  middle  ward  have  been  made 
turnpike  during  the  last  14  yejars.  In  some  places,  where  minerals  hare 
been  opened  up,  the  traffic  on  the  roads  has  greatly  increased.  In  snch 
ciises,  to  meet  .the  increased  expenditure  created  thereby,  ih^  funds  have 
be^n  increased  by  the  assessment  on  the  additional  popiuation  brought  to 
th^  neighbourhood,  and  also  by  th^  additional  horses*  It  has  also  beisa 
aided  sometioiea  by  voluntajrjr  contributions  from  the  iron  or  coal  masterB, 
hui  av\ch,  voluntaxy  contributions  do  not  amount  to  aqything  considerable 

By  the  statute,  there  is  one  annual  meeting  of  the  w^uds  on  a  fixed  diqr> 
9,n^,ojih&r  meetings  are  held  as  occasion  requires.  The  a^oounts  frQin  all 
tbe  parishes  are  sent  in  to  the  ward  meetings  and  are  reviewed  by  it 

In  the  parish  of  Cambusnethan,  there  was,  in  1857^  a  debt  of  ne^ly 
L.1,400,  and  in  Dalserf,  about  L.846^  Those  debts  are  due  to  parties  who 
have  lent  the  parislies  money  for  improvements^  and  they  may  be  secured 
under  the  Act  on  the  statute  labour  a^se^sment.  The  wh<^.detit  in  tli^ 
CQupty,oi^  th(q  statute  labour  funds,  amounted,  in  1857,  to  about  hJ^fi^ 

There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  inquiry  in  the. county  on  the  su^ct  oC 
toUs.  Si^ce  I  have  been  apppinted  Clerk  of.  Supply,  b^ween  thm  sod 
four  yeiurs  a^  there  have  been  two  committees  of  the  -Commissionera  <»; 
Supply  a]^pointed  to  consider  the  question.  Theiurst  (^  these  wa»  ^ 
pointed  in  February  1857f  and  consisted  of  13  membeiB*  Th»t 
committer  i-eported,  and  I  hand  in  a  printed  copy  of  their.  repoK^  ^ 
second  committee  was  appointed  on  3Qth  Aiinl  18#^i  oonsistmg  of  23 
members.  I  also  hand  in  a  copy  of  their,  report.  The  second  report  vss 
cbnnrmatpry  of  the  former  one^  with  the  exception  onjy,  ths^  the  eonnsi^ 
te^  suggested  that  apy  measure  for  the  abolition  of  tolls  ^ould  he  copr 

S^lsoty  .upon  aJil  counties,,  andnot  mece^y  penuisaiver^eacbi  county  bein0» 
ioweyer,  at  liberty  to  select  any  one  of  the  three  modes  of  assessment  F^ 
p6^^  i  Q^y  mention  th^t  the  mewbeijs  of  these  committees  <BSt«xw 
upon  the  inquiry,  entertainingdi£ferent  opinipns  upon  the  sul^ect,  but  tost. 
thf^irrS^ppKti^  were  unanimous-.  The  second  report  is  dated  in<  June  186^* 
I  hand. in  a  iiyit  o(  ithe  nam^  of  the^,ioeml^s..of  thetwo^.Ctfavi'^^ 
TJies^^wewFT: . 
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On  the  1st  Gommittee,  of  6tli  Febrnury  185?.                            County      i 

The  Oonyener.  Mr  Mitchell  of  Canrood.                     ,   ®'»:     , 

Mr  Graham  6f  OraigallioD.  „  Chancellor  of  SHeldhiD.                 Lanwk. 

„  Tennent  of  Weilpark.  Sir  Henry  Seton  Stewart.               j.  Dykes,  Ssd. 

The  Duke  of  Hamilton's  Commis-  Mr  Greenshields  of  Rerse. 

sioner  or  Factor.  Mr  Forrest  of  Treesbank. 

Mr  Scott,  Castlemains.  „  Findlay  of  Rasterhflt. 

„  Anderson  of  Carfin.  „  Millar  of  Frankfidd. 

On  the  2d  Coimnltltee,  of  3(Hh  April  1«08. 

Lord  Belharen.  Mr  Paterson  of  Birthnrood. 

Sir  Archibald  AUaon,  Bart.  Sir  Henry  S.  Stewart,  BarC. 

Mr  WUkie,  Glasgow.  Mr  Graem«  of  WellhaU. 

„  Stewart  of  Murdistion.  „  Wangh  of  St.  John's  Ki^k. 

,9  Souter  of  Lawhead.  „  Mitchell  of  Garwood. 

,,  Gebbie  of  Hallbum.  „  Maclean,  W.6.,  Edinburgh. 

},  Dre^hom,  Glasgow.  ,j  Forrest  of  Treesbank. 

,,  Horaer  of  Newhmds.  „  Fane  of  Farme. 

„  DidcBOtt  of  Hartree.  „  Graham  Bams  of  Limekilns. 

„  Chancellor  of  Shieldhill.  Dr  Wilson  of  Westsidewood. 

n  Cochran  of  Lamingtotf .  Mr  Monteath  of  Carstairs. 

Mr  Dunlop  of  Clyde  Iron  Works. 

I  have  myself  formed  an  opinion  as  to  the  best  mode  of  assessment  for 
the  county  of  Lanark,  and  my  opinion  coincides  with  that  of  the  commit- 
tee, in  favour  of  a  classified  rate  on  horses.  This  is  merely  for  the  main- 
tenance and  management  of  the  roads,  leaving  the  debt  to  be  otherwise 
provided  for.  It  was  considered  by  the  committee,  that^  under  such  a 
mode  of  assessment,  the  burden  would  fall  very  much  on  the  same  parties 
as  now  contribute  statute  labour  money  and  tolls.  The  advantages  would 
be  the  saving  of  monet  in  cdlection,  and  also  the  avotdavice  of  the 
expense  and  confusion  of  separate  Trusts.  My  own  idea  as  to  thte  dassii** 
cation  and  rates  is  as  follows.  The  estimate  of  the  number  of  herset  in 
the  county  and  small  burghs  was  about  1 2,000. 

Agricultural  hones  would  fom  the  1st  class,  and  of  thesfr 

there  mav  be 5,700 

The  2nd  dass  would  be  composed  of  saddle  and  caiv- 

riage  horses, 3,000 

And  the  3rd,  posting  horses,  and  carriers*  snd  cartel^* 
horses, 3,300 

There  are  no  means  of  arriving  accurately  at  these  numbers.  The 
estimate  is  formed  on  the  basis  of  the  Highland  Sodety  Returns,  and  in« 
formation  derived  from  the  Assessed  Tax  officials.  The  rates  necessary  to 
raise  the  sum  required  would  be  30s.  on  the  1st  class,  50v.  on'  the  2Bd,  and 
708.  on  the  3rd.  This  would  raise  L.27,(K)0.  This  would  indude  all  the 
towns  except  Gla^ow. 

The  expense  of  muntaining  and  managing  the  whole  turnpike  and 
statute  labour  roads  without  the  munidpd  bounds  of  Glasgow*  wo«dd 
amount,  according  to  my  estimate,  to  L.28,000. 

Under  such,  a  system,  I  consider  there  would  be  a  gresA  saving' to  all- 
parties  who  now  make -use  of  the  roads  and  pay  tolls. 

In  all  the  burghs,  with  the  exception  of  Glasgow,  I  bdieve  the  prindpal 
streets  are  now  maintained  out  of  the  turnpike  road  fUnds,  and  the  rtnafler 
or  aide  streets  from  the  statute  labour.  This  I  know  to  be  the  cass  in 
Hamilton  ;  and  in  Airdrie  there  is  a  Local  Act,  by  which  the  Magistrates 
and  Town  Coundl  have  the  power  to  levy  and  admmister  the  statute 
labour  within  the  burgh  bounds. 

My  idea  would  be  either  to  give  the  smaller  burghs  the  option  of  being 
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CQiiTity      consolidated  with  the  oountj,  or  to  oblige  them  to  maintain  their  own 
Lanark       ^^^^^  ^^^  streets  in  good  order  by  a  separate  assessment.     I  would  indnde 

*      both  the  turnpike  and  statute  labour  roads  within  the  oarliamentarj 

J.  Dykes,  Esq.  boundaries.    I  think  it  would  be  more  adyantageous  for  all  parties,  that 
these  burghs  should  be  consolidated  with  the  counties. 

In  idl  the  discussions  that  have  taken  place,  it  has  always  been  aasomed 
that  Glasgow  was  to  be  kept  entirely  separate  and  distinct  from  the  rest 
of  the  county. 

I  think  that  the  roads  within  the  parliamentary  boundary  of  Glasgow 
should  be  maintained  separately  from  the  county,  under  the  direction  of 
the  city  authorities. 

Bt  such  an  arrangement,  I  think  the  burden  of  maintaining  the  roads 
would  fall  pretty  equally  on  the  city  and  county,  because  I  think  that  the 
rental  bears  much  the  same  proportion  to  the  expense  of  roads  in  both 
county  and  city.  So  &r  as  I  know,  I  think  the  inhabitants  of  the  county 
would  approve  of  this  as  a  satisfactory  arrangement.  I  calculate  that 
L.28,000  would  be  equal  to  a  rate  of  61d.  on  the  valuation  of  the  county 
and  smaller  burghs  for  the  current  year ;  and  if  I  am  right  in  supposing 
Uiat  about  L.36,000  would  be  required  for  the  city  of  Glasgow,  I  calculate 
that  a  rate  of  about  6d.  per  X  would  be  required  to  raise  that  amount. 
In  this  L.35,000  I  include  L.7,500  for  cleansing  and  scavenging. 

There  has  been  no  bridge  money  assessed  or  collected  in  Lanarkshire 
for  the  last  ten  years  and  upwards. 


Letter  from  Mr  Dykes  to  the  Secretaiy. 

Hamilton,  12th  May  1869. 

Roads. 

Dear  Sir, — ^Mr  Graham  of  Oraigalliim  has  mentioned  to  me,  that  an 
impression  is  entertained  by  the  Commissioners,  that  it  was  the  opinion  of 
the  committees  of  this  county,  that  the  turnpike  road  debt  should  all  be 
provided  for  by  an  assessment  on  the  landward  part  of  the  county. 

I  was  not  examined  on  this  point ;  but  as  this  impression  may  possibly 
have  arisen  from  some  want  of  distinctness  in  the  terms  of  the  printed  re- 
port of  1867, 1  think  it  right  to  explain  that  such  was  not  the  understand- 
mg  of  either  of  the  committees,  nor,  in  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  was  any 
member  of  them  of  this  opinion. 

The  sixth  recommendation  in  the  report  of  1867  was,  that  the  road 
debts,  as  valued,  should  be  paid  off  by  means  of  a  rate  upon  the  owners  of 
lands  and  herits^es,  but  as  the  report  deals  with  roads,  both  within  and 
without  burghs,  the  meaning  was,  that  each  should  bear  a  fair  and  equit- 
able share  of  the  debt.  Some  members  of  committee  thought,  I  believe, 
that  this  should  be  effected  by  accumulating  the  debt  and  levying  an  equal 
per  centage  over  the  county,  including  the  burghs.  But  the  general 
opinion  was,  that  the  burghs  should  be  burdened  only  with  the  debt  of 
their  own  roads,  and  with  an  equitable  share  of  the  debts  of  any  turnpike 
Trusts  partly  within  the  burgh  boundaries.  This  last  was  my  own  opinion, 
and  the  principle  is  adopted  in  the  36th  clause  of  Lord  Elcho^s  Bill  of 
1868,  which  was  approved  generally  by  our  county  committee  of  1658. 

I  have  thought  it  right  to  trouble  you  with  this  letter,  in  case  of  any 
misapprehension  on  the  subject;  and  a  sentence  or  two  might  be  added  to 
my  endenoe  to  clear  it  up  if  you  thought  fit.— -I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  tmly, 

JOHIT  DtSBS. 
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RBPOBT  OF  THB  OOMMITTBE  Olf  TOLLS.  '  ^       ^ 

{Handed  in  by  Mr  Dykn.)  Lamu-k. 

Report  of  the  Committee  of  Commissioners  of  Sufflt  of  the  Countt  j.  Dykes,  Es 
of  Lanark,  appointed  at  the  Special  General  Meeting,  of  date  Sixth 
February,  Eighteen  Hundred  and  Fifty-seven,  to  consider  and  report 
upon  the  Dii&ft  Abolition  of  Tolls  (Scotland)  Bill ;  and  at  the  same 
time  to  consider  if  any,  and  what^  improvements  may  be  made  on  the 
present  mode  of  administration  and  management  of  the  Roads. 

Your  committee  have  taken  into  their  careful  consideration  the  very 
important  matters  included  in  the  remit  made  to  them.  They  have, 
daring  the  space  which  has  elapsed  since  their  appointment,  had  several 
naeetings,  and  have  collected  information,  as  accurate  and  extensive  as  the 
time  would  allow,  regarding  the  present  revenue  and  expense  of  the  roads 
■and  bridges  of  the  conntv,  and  Uie  sources  from  which  the  expenditure  is 
at  present  defrayed.  They  now  beg  to  report  very  shortly,  the  result 
of  their  inquiries  and  deliberations. 

They  find  that  the  turnpike  roads  of  the  county,  including  those  with* 
in  the  city  of  Glasgow,  extend  to  about  401  miles,  and  are  maintained 
and  managed  under  twenty-three  separate  Trusts,  at  an  annual  expense 
of  about  L,2SfiOO.  The  toll  revenues  collected  within  the  county, 
amounted  for  last  year,  to  about  L.44,(K)6,  collected  by  means  of  86 
toll-bars  and  117  check-bars. 

Some  of  the  turnpike  Trusts  are  entirely  free  from  debt,  but  the 
greater  number  are  burdened  with  subscription  advances,  borrowed  money^ 
floating  debts,  and  unpaid  interest, — ^the  gross  amount  of  which,  after 
deductmg  the  funds  available  for  payment,  was,  as  at  Whitsunday  1854, 
about  L.  345,000.  Of  this  debt  a  large  part  is  bad,  and  if  its  real  value 
were  properly  ascertained,  your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  it  would 
be  less  than  one-half  of  its  nominal  amount. 

The  statute  labour  roads  of  the  county  extend  to  916  miles,  and  their 
maintenance  for  last  year  cost  L.7,543,  while  the  expenses  of  management 
were  L.1,033.  The  funds  to  meet  the  expenditure  of  the  statute  labour 
Trusts,  are  raised  under  the  Statute  Labour  Act  of  the  county  from  land, 
horses  and  householders, — ^the  sum  raised  from  occupiers  of  land  last  year 
being  L.5,7499  from  horses  L.1,161,  and  householders  L.  1,645.  The 
debts  of  the  statute  labour  Trusts  of  the  county  amount  to  L. 8,500. 
All  these  details  are  more  fully  shown  in  the  accompanying  states. 

Tour  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  management  of  the  turnpike 
roads  through  the  medium  of  so  large  a  number  of  independent  Trusts, 
each  having  separate  officers,  tolls,  and  revenues,  is  cumbrous  and  costly ; 
and  that  the  system  of  supporting  the  roads  by  means  of  tolls  is  very 
objectionable.  As  a  mode  of  collecting  revenue  it  is  attended  with  great 
expense,  as  the  lessee  of  a  toll  must  draw  from  the  public  not  only  what, 
in  the  shape  of  rent,  is  applied  to  the  purposes  of  the  roads,  but  also  as 
much  more  as  will  afford  a  comfortable  subsistence  to  himself  and  those 
dependent  upon  him,  and  usually  also  something  beyond  this  as  a  source 
of  gain  and  profit.  Your  committee  consider  that  these  surplus  draw- 
ings, forming  the  expense  of  collection,  may  range  from  10  to  50  per  cent, 
upon  the  rent  of  each  toll,  according  to  the  amount  of  the  revenue  yielded 
by  the  particular  bar.  It  is  impossible,  however,  to  estimate  the  precise 
per  centage  upon  the  whole  revenues  of  the  county  with  anything  Uko 
accuracy. 

Besides  this  very  serious  objection,  the  system  of  toll-bars  is  unequal  in 
its  operation  upon  those  unng  the  roads,  according  as  they  may  be 
affected  by  the  particular  situation  of  the  toll*bars,  many  having  it  in 
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Gonnty      their  power  to  use  the  roads  for  miles  without  payment,  while  others 

^^  differently  situated  cannot  do  so. 

^"""^  The  system  appears  also  to  he  prejudicial  to  the  general  interests  of  the 

J.  Dykea^  Esq  ^^nty,  as  obstructing  communication  and  traffic. 

Tour  committee  are,  on  these  grounds,  of  opinion,  that  the  levying  of 
tolls  ought  to  be  abolished,  and,  although  they  do  not  entertain  such 
serious  objections  to  the  system  by  which  the  statute  labour  roads  are 
supported,  they  consider  that  it  also  admits  of  much  improTement ;  and 
that  the  whole  public  roads  of  the  county  should  be  placed  under  one 
system  of  management,  and  that  their  expenses  should  be  provided  lor  in 
the  same  manner.  It  may,  however,  be  advisable  still  to  preserve  the 
distinction  between  the  two  classes  of  roads,  the  turnpike  and  parish 
roads,  as  contemplated  by  the  Bill  now  under  consideration. 

As-  it  is  not  probable  that  any  measure  such  as  that  under  consideration 
may  be  pmsed  during  the  present  session  of  Parliament ;  and  as  a  skott 
delay  may  lead  to  the  detaUs  being  matured  and  improved,  your  com- 
mittee do  not  think  it  necessary  to  enter  into  the  particular  provisioiia  of 
the  Bill  as  it  now  stands,  but  would  content  themselves  with  reportiiig, 
that  they  approve  of  the  following  general  principles  as  the  fomdattoti  of 
a  system  of  Road  Reform : — 

let,  That  all  tolls,  without  any  exception,  as  well  as  the  qrstem  of 
supporting  roads  by  means  of  statute  l^)Our,  or  the  conversion  thereof  in 
monev,  smndd  be  abolished. 

2nd>  Thtut  the  whole  roads  and  bridges  within  burghs  should  be  placed 
under  the  charge  and  management  of  the  Magistrates  and  Town  Councifa ; 
audi  that  tiie  remaining  toimIs  in  counties-should  be  placed  mder  the  ad- 
ministration of  a  County  Bosrd. 

drd.  That  in  making  provision  for  the  annual  expenditure  on  the  roads 
and  bridges  within  counties,  it  should  be  left  optional  to  the  several 
C!ounty  Boards  to  adopt  which  ever  of  the  three  following  modes  of  assesa- 
ment  they  may  consider  most  suitable  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
county: — (1),  A  rate  on  horses,  with  or  without  clkssificatioH' ;  (2),  A 
rate  on  occupants  of  lands  and  heritages  according  to  rental ;  and  (3), 
A  rate  on-  horses,  dassifled  ot  unclassified,  and  on  occupants  of  lands  uid 
heritages  combined. 

4th,  That  provision  should  be  made  for  improvements  and  alterations 
upon  roads,  under  conditions  which  should  lay  the-expense,  to  an  equitable 
extent,  im  tUe  locality  desiring  and  receiving  the  benefit  of  the>ehange. 

dth,  That  a  Government  OommissioDer  should  be  appointed  to  invea^ 
tigate  asto  the  debts  due  firom  the  roads  and  bridges,  and  to  fix  and 
determine  their  real  worth  and  value;  and 

dth.  That  the  debtsy  so  valued,  should  be  paid  off  as  speedily  as  possible 
by 'means  of  a- rate  upon  the  owners  of  lands  and  heritnges. 

A  measure  based  on  these  principles  would,  in  the  opinion  of  your  eotth- 
raittee,  be  beneficial  to  the  interests  of  the  county,  and  attended  witii  a' 
great  saving  of  expense. 

Of  the  three  alternative  modes  of  proriding  for  the  expense  of  road* 
which  are  above  suggested,  that  which  appears  to  your  committee  most 
suited' to>  the  county  of  Lanark  vi  a  classbBied  rate  on  horses/— distingairii* 
ing  them  into  two  or  three  dasses,  and  imposing  a  differential  rate  upon 
eueh.  According  to  the  information  which  has  been*  obtained,  it  appeals 
to  your  committee,  that  the  entire  expense  of*  the  maintenance  and 
management  of  the  roads  of  the  connty  might  be  deihiyed  by  an  assess^ 
nssnt  of  this  kind  at  very  moderate  rates.  Such  a  rate  would  fiU)«cKrectly 
or  indirectly  upon  those  who  use  the  roads,  or  for  whose  benefit  they  ars ' 
maintained;  and  leaving' oat  of  riew  exoeptiional  oases,  it  might  be  so 
regulated  as  to  be  in  general  less  than  the  amount  which  ownen  rf 
hwses,  or  those  who  hire-them,  arenow  paying  for  theme  oi  the  roadt. 
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Wbile  by  a  nfiorm  of  this  description,  the  expenses  of  management  and       Covaty 
collection  of  the  road  funds  would  be  materially  diminished,  it  appears  to      _   ^ . 
your  committ^  that  there  are  few  parties  who  would  not  find  themsdves      **^*°^ 
directly  or  iuflirectly  benefited  by  the  removal  of  the  tolls,  with  all  their  j,  JMm^  Ekq. 
wmoyaace,  incquTenienfie,  and  estpense,  and  by  haying  the  whole  public 
roads  thrown  open,  &ee  of  cbarge>  from  the  one  en^  of  the  county  to- 
the  oth^r.    Signed  in  name,  and  b^  appointment  of  the  committee, 

(Signed)        BEiaiAYfin,  &c.j.Conv«aei;^ 


Rbtort  of  the  Ck)MxiTX«R  of  the  Cojoiisbionbbs  of  Supflt  of  the 
CouMTT  of  Lan^bjk^  appointed  at  the  Annual  General  Meeting  of 
the  said  Qounty,  on  30th  April  Eighteen  Hundred  and  flfty->eight, 
in  reference  U^  the  Eo»d^  (ScotlM^i)  Bill»  now  in  the  House  of 
Copmions., 

Your  committee,  aftei?  very  easeful  cpfosiieratioDt  sjra  of  opinion^  tbat» 
while  a  number  of  improvements  mi^  be  suggested  upon  the  Bill  now 
under  review,  it  is  in  its  geneval  scope  deserving  of  your  favouvable  cpn^ 
sideration.  Its  leading  provisions  seems  to  be  in  coafonnity  with  the 
views  ei^ressed  in  the  inriated  report  of  your  former  committee,  aid 
these  your  comoutteq  consider  to  be  substantially  sound* 

It  appears  to  your  oommittee  that  the  mode  of  raising  road  revenues 
by  means  of  tolls  is  liable  to  manjr  serious  olgections.  The  93  separate 
turnpike  Trusts,  with  all  their  distinct  officers,  and  the  86  toll-bars  and 
117  check-bars  existing  in  the  county  of  Lanark,  involve  ^n  immense 
waste  of  the  money  collected  from  the  public  in  the  shape  of  tolls  ;  ^  and 
yonr  committee  are  strongly  of  opinion,  that  the  funds,  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  turnpike  and  idso  perish  roads,  mieht  be  provided  under 
Lord  Elcho's  Bill  by  an  assessment  so  regulated  as  to  affi>rd  a  great 
saving  to  the  community  at  large,  and  not  to  bear  with  undue  weight 
upon  any  particular  chiss. 

Tour  committee  beg  leave  to  raoommend  that  the  county  should  give 
its  support  to  the  Bill  under  consideration  in  its  general  scope,  but  on  the 
understanding  that  it  be  amended  in  the  following  particulars  : — 

1st,  That  no  turnpike  road  should  be  excepted  from  its  operation, 
your  Committee  being  clearly  of  opinion,  that  the  proposed  excei)tion  of 
the  Glasgow  and  Carlisle  Turnpike  Road  would  be  fatal  to  the  justice  and 
usefrilness  of  the  measure  as  regards  the  county  of  Lansrk. 

2nd,  That  the  road  debts,' siter  bem^  valued  and  reduced  to  the  amount 
of  the  valuation,  as  proposed  by  the  bill,  should  be  defrayed  by  an  assess- 
ment on  proprietors,  to  be  spread  over  a  period  of  about  thirty  vears ;  and 

Lastly,  That  the  Bill  should  be  at  once  made  to  extend  absolutel:^  over 
the  whole  country,  leaving,  howevei^  to  the  several  counties  the  option  of 
raising  the  necessary  funds  for  the  maintenance  of  the  roads  in  whichever 
of  the  several  modes  provided  in  the  Bill  they  may  consider  the  most  suit- 
able to  the  circumstances  of  the  county. 

There  are  various  improvements  in  the  details  of  the  Bill  which  it  appears 
to  vour  committee  it  might  be  desirable  to  make  during  its  progress, — 
such  as  a  provision,  that  the  elected  members  of  the  County  Road  Board 
should  be  tenants  oif  a  certain  yearly  rental,  changes  in  the  arrangements 
as  to  managing  committees,  and  as  to  the  collection  of  the  assessment  upon 
horses,  and  various  other  particulars,  but  into  these  your  committee  do 
not  think  it  necessary  to  enter  in  the  present  report.  They  would  recom- 
mend that  should  you  give  a  general  approval  of  the  Bill,  you  should 
appoint  a  committee  to  watch  over  its  progress,  and  endeavour  to  obtain 
such  amendments  in  details  as  might  appear  advisable. 

What  has  akeady  been  sUted,  eshausts  perhaps  the  matters  coming 
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County  strictljr  within  the  scope  of  the  remit ;  but  it  may  perhaps  be  desired  thai 
•  ^b       the  opinion  of  the  committee  shonld  be  given  as  to  the  working  of  the 

'      measure  in  this  county.     This  part  of  the  matter  has,  of  course,  reoeiTed 

J.  Dykesi  Esq.  the  anxious  attention  of  your  committee.  They  think  that,  of  the  modes 
of  assessment  provided  by  the  Bill,  that  which  authorizes  the  maintenance 
of  the  roads  by  an  assessment  on  horses,  classified  according  to  the  mode 
in  which  the^  are  employed,  is  that  which  appears  the  most  fiur  and 
suitable  in  this  county.  It  would  be  premature  at  present  to  determine 
the  precise  classes  into  which  horses  should  be  divided  for  the  purxMwes  of 
a  classified  assessment,  and  your  committee  are  not  prepared  to  re- 
commend definitely  any  particular  classification ;  but  they  may  state,  tbat 
they  have  formed  a  deciaed  opinion  that,  leaving  exceptional  cases  out  of 
view,  the  assessment  upon  horses  might  be  so  regulated  as  to  be  less  than 
is  at  present  paid  by  parties  in  the  wav  of  tolls  and  statute  labour. 

As  alread  y  mentioned,  the  debts  will  be  gradually  paid  off  by  an  assess- 
ment payable  by  proprietors.  The  amount  of  the  valued  debt  to  be  tbns 
paid  off  firom  the  landward  part  of  the  county,  would  not,  it  is  estimated, 
exceed  L.  100,000  ;  and  if  the  assessment  be  spread  over  a  period  of  thirty 
years,  as  recommended,  the  assessment  upon  the  present  rental  neoeasaiy 
to  liquidate  it,  would  be  as  nearly  as  possible,  three  fiurthings  per  poimd. 

On  the  whole,  your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  present  Bill,  if 
passed,  with  the  necessary  amendments,  will  afford  the  means  of  main- 
taining and  managing  the  roads  of  the  county  in  a  way  much  more  cheap 
and  satisfactory  thaii  under  the  system  of  Trusts  and  tolls. 
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BESULTS  OF  BOAD  STATISTICS.  Coanty 

of 
(For  use  of  Committee  of  County  of  Luuurk  on  Abolition  of  Tolla  BiIIb.)      Lanark. 

{Taken  from  JStat^  handed  in  h^  Mr  Dyiee, )  j.  pytes,  £84}. 

TUBNPIXE  BOADS. 

I.  Abstract  of  the  Income  and  Expenditure,  Debts,  and  Assets,  of  the 
Turnpike  Trusts  of  the  County,  compiled  from  Parliamentary  Be^ 
turns,  for  Tear  1853-64. 


INCOME. 

Bevenue  from  Tolls, L.41,808  14  1 

„              Fines,           .....                       0  17  6 

„             Inddental  Beoeipts, .                                  .                2,167    0  1 

Total  Income,  Ii.4d,976  11  8 

DEBTS. 

Bonded  or  Kortgage  Debts,            ....         L.266,912    9  10 

Eloating_  Debts, 745  19  8 

Unpaid  Interest, 115,076  14  8 

Balances  due  to  Treasnxvrs,           ....                2,589  10  2 

Total  Debts,  LJ)75,274  18  6 


expenditube;. 

Mftlntananos  and 


Manual  Labour, 

Carriage  of  Materials, 

Materials, 

Damage  in  obtaining  Materials, 

Tradesmen's  Bills,    . 

Salaries,  Treasurers, 

Clerks, 

Surveyors, 


.600    0 
608    2 
1,050  10 


L.12,548    2 

788    3 

4«789    4 

275  15 

791    4 


9 
6 
0 
6 
8 


OtiMT  PftymMU. 


0 
0 
0 


Law  Charges, 
Interest  of  Debt, 
Annuities, 
Improvements, 
Watering  Boads, 
Incidental  Expenses, 


2,258  12    0 


828  11 
614    1 


0 
0 


L.1,294    1    4 

4,909  18  10 

105    2    0 

6,018    7  11 


Total  Expenditure,  L.22,283  14    0    L.12,827    5    1 


ASSETS 

Arrears  of  Tolls,  1858-54»    .           .           .     '      .           .  L.129    8    0 

Arrears  of  former  years,      ......  1,649    2    9 

Balance  in  Treasurers'  band,          .....  27,850  10  10 

Total  Assets,  L.29,628  16    7 


^ote.-~The  Glasgow  Bridges'  Trust,  included  in  the  Parliamentary  Betum,  is 
omitted  in  the  above  Abstract,  as  beins  exclusively  a  Glasgow  Trust  The  Toll 
Bevenue  of  that  Trust  was  L.6,828,  is.  6d.,  appucable  almost  entirely  to  pay- 
ment of  its  debt,  which  was  L.61,518, 12s.  lOd. 

The  above  Abstract  applies  to  and  includes  the  whole  Income  and  Expendi- 
ture, Debts,  and  Assets,  of  the  first  Nineteen  Trusts  mentioned  in  the  next  state, 
only  these  being  entered  as  Lanarkshire  Trusts  in  the  Parliamentary  Betum.  The 
poportion  of  the  Boads  of  these  Trusts,  extending  beyond  the  County,  is  shown 
in  the  next  state;  as  well  as  the  portions  of  the  Boads  of  other  Trusts  extending 
into  the  County  of  Lanark. 
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County  of    n.  Turnpike  Roads  in  the  County  of  Lanaxk,  with  the  Tolls,  ToU 
Lanark. 
Rerenues,  and  length  of  each— 1857. 

J.  Dykes,  Esq. 


« 

Length  of 
Boad. 

Tolls. 

Checks. 

Revenae 
from  ToUs. 

Turnpike  Koads   within   bx-^ 
tended  Municipality  of  Glas-  >• 

gow,  \ 

Do.    within  remainder  of  > 
Lower  Ward,  j 

M. 

17 

49 

167 
166 

401 

282 

683 

r. 
8 

4 

7 
8 

Y. 

210 

187 

144 
152 

15 

5 

85 
31 

81 

11 

48 
27 

£         S.       D. 

22,753    3     7 

7,650    0     0 

9,850  10     5 
4,845  10     0 

Do.    within  Middle  Ward,... 
Do.    within  Upper    do.,   ... 

Do.    beyond  the  County,  ... 

4 
8 

33 
81 

86 
50 

117 
80 

44,599    4      0 
11,748  10      0 

7    1 

114 

186 

,J2LJ 

56,347  14      0 

« 


NAME  OP  TRUST. 


1. 
2. 
8. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

a/io. 

12. 

18. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
28. 


- '  1 

Bathgate  And  Aibdrie,  

Biggar  and  Leadhills,  

Cambuslang  and  Muirkirk, 

Carluke, 

Corsethill,   

Crofisford  Bridge,  

Oarion  Bridge,  

Gamgad, 

Garscube, 

Glasgow  and  Shotts, 

Great  Western  and  St  George's,     ... 
Gla^ow,  Kirkintilloch,  ana  Bal-l 

demock, ) 

Lanarkshire,  East  and  West, 

Do.  North  and  South, , 

Port-Dundas  and  CraighaU, 

Renfrew, , 

New-Mile-House,  , 

Wilsontown  and  Lanark,     

Yoker, , 

Lanark  and  Hamilton, 

Glasgow  and  Carlisle, 

Evanwator,  <..... 

Renfrewshire,... , 

Totals, , 


Average  Cost 

Maintenance 

of  Maintenance 

and  Management 
of  each  Trust's 

and  Management 
of  each  Trust's 

whole  Boad  in 

Road  per  Mile, 
1853-54. 

the  County, 

1858-54. 

JE     8.     D. 

£       8.    D. 

89  12    4 

1,299    8  10 

11    3    5 

891  19    7 

78    0    9 

4,135  19     9 

28  14  11 

524  15     1 

16  10    8 

668  17    8 

56    9     8 

...... 

13  12    2 

79    1    4 

172  19    5 

553    6    5 

1,888    6    2 

64    2    8 

8,718  10  e- 

185  18    1 

475  15    5 

148  13    8 

1,586    5    0 

14  19  10 

897  12    6 

26  18    0 

1,425  14    0 

660    0    0 

681  10    9 

192    8    9 

986    5    4 

295    6    7 

910  12    0 

17  15    0 

181  18    9 

227  18    0 

2,084  15    8* 

88  10    0 

462    0    Of 
772    0    0* 

24    2    6 

18    2    2 

91  16    2« 

80    5    2 

729  16    $• 

23,101  19    6 

*  Calculated  from  Average  Cost  as  in  preceding  Column. 


t  Taken  from  Amount  of  ToUs  in  absence  of  other  iafonnation. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 
L  Abstract  of  Valuation — 1856-67. 


4.  Djkee,  Esq.  COUMTT  (exclusive  of  Burghs) — 

Upper  Ward,  . 
Middle  Ward,  . 
Lower  Ward,     . 


Burghs — 
Glasgow, 
Lanark, 
Hamilton,    . 
Aiidrie, 
Rutherglen, 


L.8,043    8  8 

19,349    5  4 

23,848  17  2 

12,214  16  6 


Valuation. 

L.216,078    7  0 

446,688    8  8 

240,258    3  11 

L.902,924  19  7 

L.1,373,166    0  0 


One  Penny  per 

Pound  on  ValndiaB 

would  yldd 

L.900  6  6 
1,860  15  8 
1,001    1    6 

L.3,762    3   8 

L.5,721  10   6 


63,456    6    8 


264    8   0 


L.2,339,547     6    3       L.9,748    2   2 


IL  Horses. 
Glasgow,  Number  as  charged  for  Statute  Labour, 
Kekainder  of  Gountt,  including  other  Burghs.    Number 
kept  for  Agricultural  Purposes,  above  three  years  old, 
per  Highland  Sodety^s  Beport  for  1856.     . 
r^umb^  kept  for  other  purposes,  per  official  estimate. 


4,000 


5,765 
6,235 


12,000 
16,000 


III.  Present  Expense  of  Roads  to  Farmers. 
Abstract  of  Returns  of  niustrative  Gases. 


pabish. 

i 

Cumulo 
Bfints. 

Annual 
Pay- 
ments 

for  Tolls. 

Annual 

Payments 

for 

Statnte 
Labour. 

Total 
Present 
Pay- 
ments. 

Present 

Total 

Expense 

per 
Uorae^ 

PwseBl 
TotH 

Expemi 

^. 
Poasdo 

Bentil. 

£        8.D. 

£      8.  D. 

£    S.     D. 

£     S.     D. 

£   s.   i>. 

£8.  D. 

Biggar,    .    .    . 

7 

1,570   0  0 

83 

61    5  0 

10  10    0 

61  15    0 

1  17  6 

00  9 

Carmicbael, .    . 

1 

410   0  0 

8 

4    0  0 

4  10    8 

8  10    8 

114 

00  b 

Gamwaib, 

1 

185   0  0 

8 

8  15  0 

8  15    0 

7  10    0 

2  10  0 

00  9 

Covington,  .    . 

2 

490   0  0 

14 

18    5  0 

4    4    4 

17    9    4 

15  0 

0  0  8 

Crawfordjohn, . 

1 

259   0  0 

2 

0  10  0 

4    6    0 

4  16    0 

2     8  0 

00  i 

Douglas,  .    .    . 

10 

2,917   6  7 

84 

47  10  6 

81     1    9 

78  12    8 

2     6  2} 

00  6 

Lesraahagow,  . 

10 

2,226 10  0 

85 

13    8  0 

48    1    0 

61     9    0 

1  15  U 

00  6 

Libberton,    .    . 

5 

884   0  0 

21 

13  10  0 

15    9    2 

28  19    2 

1    7  6f 

0  0    8; 

Bothwell,     .    . 

8 

1,251   9  0 

29 

10  18  0 

25    2    4 

36    0    4 

1    4  1 

00  6 

Cambuslang,     . 
Gambusnethan, 

2 

1,285   0  0 

28 

41  10  0 

19  14    2 

61    4    2 

2  18  2^ 

0  0  11 

10 

1,268  16  0 

80 

16    4  6 

46  17    6 

62    2    0 

2    14} 

0  0  11 

Palserf,    .    .    . 

2 

401 11  0 

12 

10    0  0 

18  18    0 

28  18    0 

2    7  9i 

0  1  i 

Dalzielf    .    .    . 

2 

172  10  0 

3 

0    8  8 

2    6    0 

2    8    8 

0  16  2 

00  s 

Avondale,    .    . 

12 

1,927   0  0 

25 

19  12  0 

25    2  10 

44  14  10 

1  15  94 

00  & 

East  Kilbride,  . 

8 

355    0  0 

9 

16    5  0 

7    7    2 

28  12    2 

2  12  51 

01   8 

Qlasford,      .    . 

2 

256 12  0 

4 

0  12  6 

8    0    9 

8  18    8 

0  18  4 

00  s 

Shotts,     .    .    . 

4 

668   0  0 

15 

9  10  0 

20  10    0 

80    0    0 

2    0  0 

ooi() 

Stonehouse, 

8 

855   0  0 

6 

8  15  0 

9    16 

12  16    6 

3    2  9 

00  8 

Barony,   .    .    . 

4 

1,588   8  6 

22 

49  10  0 

28    7    6 

72  17    6 

8    6  8    0  0  UJ 

Goran,     .    .    . 

5 

1,562   0  0 

20 

76    0  0 

18    7    0 

89    7    0 

4    9  4    0  1   1| 

OldMonkland, . 

1 
95 

140   0  0 

5 
353 

2  10  0 

2    8    0 

4  18    0 

0  19  8 

0  0   7 

Totals  and  Ge-> 
neral  Average,  f 

20,123   2  1 

403  14  2 

332  19    8 

736  18  10 

2    1  8} 

0  0   8; 
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County  * 
No.  n.  Angus  Turner^  Esq.,  Examined :—  t   ^'^  k. 

I  am  city-clerk  of  the  city  of  Glasgow,  and  have  been  a  long  time  con-       Ajagaa 
nected  with  the  municipal  affairs  of  the  city,  having  held  the  office  of  Tomer,  Ew). 
town-derk  for  about  thirty  years.    During  that  time  considerable  changes 
have  taken  place  in  the  modes  of  managing  the  streets  and  roads  in 
Glasgow. 

At  present,  the  streets  within  the  parliamentary  boundaries  of  the  city 
are  maintained  by  a  public  assessment,  payable  by  the  occupiers,  and  by 
an  assessment  on  horses,  in  lieu  of  the  old  statute  labour.  This  is  by  a 
special  local  Act,  passed  about  fifteen  or  twenty  years  ago.  Before  that 
time,  the  streets  were  maintained  under  the  General  Statute  Labour  Act. 
Under  the  Act  at  present  in  operation,  the  assessment  is  leviable  partly 
on  occupiers,  and  partly  on  horses.  For  all  the  details  with  respect  to 
these  matters,  I  would  refer  the  Commissioners  to  Mr  Latig,  the  clerk  of 
statute  labour  and  police;  Mr  Carrick,  the  superintendent  of  streets; 
and  Mr  Donaldson,  the  city  surveyor;  for  although  I  had  charge  of 
passing  the  Act,  I  am  not  officially  acquainted  with  its  detailed  operation. 

Besides  the  streets  and  roads  maintained  by  assessment,  there  are  other 
roads  within  the  parliamentary  boundaries  maintained  by  the  Trustees  of 
the  adjacent  turnpike  roads.  There  are  tolls  on  these  roads  within  the 
parliamentary  and  municipal  boundary ;  and  these  tolls  have  been  very 
much  complained  of  by  the  inhabitants,  inasmuch  as  they  pay  both  city 
statute  labour  assessment  and  the  tolls  referred  to. 

If  these  tolls  were  removed,  and  the  whole  burden  of  maintaining  roads 
and  streets  within  the  parliamentary  and  municipal  boundaries  were 
thrown  on  the  inhabitants,  the  general  assessment  would,  of  course,  to  a 
certain  extent,  be  increased  on  the  latter. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  nature  of  causeway-mail  levied  in  the  city  of 
Glasgow,  and  the  local  petty  customs  are  altogether  suspended  ;  they  are 
not  now  levied,  and  have  not  been  for  the  last  twenty  years-  They 
amounted  to  about  L.I  ,600  or  L. 2,000  a-year. 

There  are  bridges  over  the  Clyde,  and  tolls  on  those  bridges.  The 
bridges  were  built  by  money  borrowed  on  security  of  the  pontages.  There 
was  a  separate  Act  for  the  Hutchesontown  Bridge  ;  but  now  this  bridge, 
as  well  as  the  Victoria  Bridge,  and  the  Glasgow  Bridge,  are  all  united 
under  one  Trust.  There  are  also  two  foot-bridges,  which  are  under 
separate  Acts.  The  debt  on  the  three  former  bridges  amounts  to  about 
L.45,000,  which  by  the  end  of  this  month  will  be  reduced  to  about  L.40,000. 
The  revenue  for  1856  was    .  .        L.6,879  15    8 

„  1867     „      .  .  .  7,479     8     3 

„  1858    „      .  .  .  7,706  11     6 

The  excess  of  revenue  over  ordinary  expenditure  was — 

In  1866,       .....        L.3,673  13    4 
„  1867,        .....  4,739  16    9 

„  1868,       .  .  .  .  5,128  17     3 

The  ordinary  expenditure  consists  of  repairs,  cleaning,  and  salaries,  and 
amounts  to  L.349 ;  and  last  year  the  interest  on  debt  amounted  to 
L. 2,228,  12s.  3d.  There  is  every  reason  to  expect  that  the  debt  will  be 
extinguished  in  six  or  seve^  years. 

The  amalgamation  of  the  Trusts  of  these  bridges  has  been  found  to  be 
extremely  expedient  and  economical,  and  has  prevented  that  system  of 
competition  and  combination  among  toll-keepers  and  collectors,  which  is  at  ^ 
present  so  much  complained  of,  in  the  cases  of  competing  turnpike-bars, 
and  the  leasing  of  tolls  throughout  the  country.  So  much  was  this  per- 
nicious system  felt  in  regard  to  the  bridges,  that  in  1844  the  rents  had 
fallen  to  L.2,136 ;  and  the  Trustees  were  obliged  to  take  the  pontages 
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OovDty       into  their  own  hands — the  result  being  that  the  revenue  in  the  following 

^  year  amounted  to  L.3»530 ;  and  this  applies  only  to  two  of  the  bridges. 

^*"""^  I  may  mention  that  a  similar  result  took  place  in  regard  to  the  Clyde 

Awgwff  '    dues,  which  were  formerly  in  the  handa  of  tacksmen,  and  which,  in  1834, 
Tdnier,  Bsq.   were  let  for   ......        L.22y869    0    0 

And  in  1886,  when  the  Trustees  took  the  collection  into 

their  own  handa,  the  produce  was  .  33,676    0    0 

From  which  the  expense  of  collection,  however,  falls  to  be  deducted. 

Except  superfision  and  doae  inspection,  we  have  no  means  of  checking 
the  collecton  of  the  tolls  and  dues.  In  collecting  the  bridge  tofla,  we 
have  three  collectors  and  one  superintendent.  The  8i^>erinteodent  has  a 
book,  in  which  eadi  day's  receipts  are  inserted  in  cumulo,  and  we  also 
change  the  coUectors,  which  operates  of  itself  as  a  che^ 

I  consider  that,  whether  tolls  be  collected  by  the  Trustees,  or  let  to  a 
tadcsman,  the  whole  system  is  objectionable,  inasmuch  as  it  depends  on 
the  levy  of  small  rates  of  toll,  which  I  think  would  be  more  advantafe- 
ously  raised  by  means  of  a  general  assessment.  I  would  substitute  aa  as- 
sessment on  lands  and  heritages,  according  to  the  Valuation  Soil,  in  re- 
ference *to  which  there  can  be  no  fraud  or  collusion.  I  would  put  the 
assessment  wholly  on  occupants.  I  am  <^uite  against  an  assessment  on 
horses,  and  think  you  might  as  well,  on  prmciple,  assess  a  cow  or  a  hogs- 
head of  sugar  passing  along  a  road. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  all  the  parties  who  receive  the  benefit  of  good  roads 
should  pay  for  them,  and  that  the  traffic  on  a  road  ought  to  be  the 
criterion  of  assessment,  and  not  the  mere  implement  of  conducting  that 
traffic. 

I  also  object  to  an  assessment  on  horses,  because,  in  order  to  carry  out 
such  a  system,  you  would  require  to  keep  up  machinery  for  obtainii^g  re- 
turns  of  horses ;  whereas  an  assessment  under  the  Valuation  Act  would 
entii*ely  obviate  such  an  expense. 

The  change  from  the  old  statute  labour  system  to  the  present  system 
of  assessment,  in  1845,  was  considered  a  great  improvement  in  Gla^nov, 
and  met  with  general  approbation. 

On  30th  November  1847,  the  Town  Council  of  Glasgow  agreed  uaani- 
mously  to  petition  Parliament  for  a  change  in  the  system  of  making  and 
maintaining  roads  and  bridges  in  Scotland,  the  feding  being  in  favoor  of 
a  change  from  coUection  by  tolls  to  one  by  assessment  on  rental. 

I  believe  the  opinion  of  the  inhabitants  of  Glasgow  is  in  fiivoor  of  the 
roads  and  streets  within  the  city  being  left  to  the  control  and  management 
of  the  city  authorities,  and  kept  entirely  separate  from  the  county;  the 
reason  being  that  the  streets  of  a  town  are  maintained  at  a  great  cost, 
and  must  be  dealt  with  differently  from  a  countr  road.  The  systems  of 
the  two  are  entirely  different  in  their  nature,  and  should  be  kept  distinct. 
The  pavement  in  Glasgow  is  maintained  at  the  expense  of  the  proprie- 
tors, each  keeping  up  the  portion  opposite  to  his  property.  In  any  new 
system,  I  would  transfer  this  burden  to  the  occupants,  under  the  general 
assessment  fat  streets. 

I  would  further  mention,  as  an  objection  to  the  present  system  of  torn- 
pike  Trusts,  the  very  heavy  expenses  which  are  incurred  in  parliamentary 
contests  and  litigation,  in  respect  to  the  position  of,  and  levy  at,  toll-bars, 
of  which  we  have  had  many  striking  cases  in  this  city— costing  to  the 
rate-payers  and  others  a  sum  nearly  equal  to  ihe  expense  of  maintaining 
the  roads. 

As  to  the  existii^  debts,  if  the  plan  adopted  by  Sir  James  Gimham, 
when  Home  Secretary,  in  regard  to  the  debts  on  the  Welsh  roads,  were 
followed,  it  mwht  be  the  most  advisable  course  to  pursue ;  but  if  this  be 
objiected  to^  I  £>  not  see  why  these  debts  shouki  not  be  valued,  under  the 
Lmls  CSauaes  Act,  like  any  other  species  of  propeitj  required  to  be  taken 
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for  public  purposes,  A  jury  er  an  arbiter  could  have  no  difficulty,  under 
the  Act,  in  estimating  the  value  of  a  particular  debt  over  a  road — iukving 
regard  to  the  surplus  revenue  of  the  road — whether  the  interest  has  or  has 
not  been  regularly  paid — the  probability  of  any  portion  of  it  beini; 
recoverable — the  origin  of  the  debt — whether  due  to  a  proprietor  in- 
terested in  the  original  formation  of  the  road— and  all  other  circum- 
stances involving  its  present  worth  and  value  in  a  question  with  the 
public.  And,  after  the  value  is  thus  ascertained,  the  dicbt  should  form  a 
burden  on  the  assessment  for  the  particular  district  after  the  tolls  are 
aboHsbed.  If  the  existing  debts  were  thus  valued  at  their  true  worth--in 
the  same  manner  as  land  or  other  property  taken  for  public  improve- 
ments— it  would  be  found  that  the  existing  debts  on  roads  in  Scotlaiid  are 
not  so  formidable  in  amount  as  is  generally  supposed.  I  have  known 
cases  of  lands  being  taken,  under  the  Act,  burdened  with  lieritaUe  debts, 
and  where  the  price  awarded  did  not  pay  off  the  bond ;  but  this  formed 
no  good  obieetion  to  the  statutory  acquisition  of  the  property ;  and  no 
more  should  the  existence  of  a  bond,  probably  worthless,  form  an  objec- 
tion to  the  abolition  of  the  tolls  assigned  in  seeuiity  of  a  debt  on  a  turn- 
pike road,  to  be  in  future  maintained  by  a  public  assessment.  All  the 
creditor  can  reasonably  ask  is  the  value, of  the  debts,  as  ai^ainst  the  exist- 
ing surplus  tolls,  if  any ;  but  he  can  have  no  claim  to  indemnification  out 
of  the  new  assessment,  over  wliich  his  bond  does  not  extend. 


County 
of 


Aagv 
Turner,  Esq. 


No.  III.  John  Strang  J  Esq.,  LL.D.,  Examined  : — 

I  am  chamberlain  for  the  city  of  Glasgow,  and  treasurer  to  the  Bridge    Dr  Strang. 
Trust.     I  have  heard  Mr  Turner's  evidence  on  Various  points  connected 
with  the  locality  of  Glasgow,  and  I  concur  in  the  financial  statements  and 
other  facts  mentioned  by  him,  but  I  do  not  exactly  agree  with  him  in  all 
his  opinions. 

1  have  considered  the  subject  of  the  abolition  of  tolls,  but  I  hAve  not 
made  up  my  mind  as  to  the  best  substitute.  I  am,  however,  of  opinion, 
that  in  any  change  of  system,  the  city  of  Glasgow  should  be  kept  separate 
from  the  county.  I  consider  the  present  mode  of  raising  the  statute 
labour  money  is  not  objectionable. 

I  think  that  there  ought  to  be  no  distinction  made  between  the  parties 
liable  for  maintenance  of  the  pavement,  and  those  chargeable  with  the       / 
maintenance  of  the  causeway. 

It  would  be  a  great  advantage  to«tlie  inhabitants  of  Glasgow,  if  the  tolls 
were  removed  from  the  bridges,  but  I  fear  the  citizens  would  object  to  be , 
assessed  for  paying  oS  the  debts  afiecting  these  bridges,  and  thus  getting 
rid  of  the  tolls. 

The  whole  trafiic  to  and  from  the  harbour  (both  exportation  and  im- 
portation), is  exempted  from  payment  of  the  bridge  tolls.  This  exemption 
was  obtained  by  the  Olyde  Trustees,  in  consequence  of  their  liaving  paid 
Li.6,000  towards  the  erection  of  the  Glasgow  Bridge,  which,  however,  co&t 
nearly  L.40,000.  But  for  that  exemption,  the  amount  that  would  be  pay^ 
able  under  this  head  would  be  L. 2,200. 

In  order  to  pay  off  the  bridge  debt,  and  to  get  rid  of  these  tolls,  it  was 
at  oue  time  proposed,  a  few  years  ago,  to  raise  a  common  fund,  partly  from 
the  railways,  partly  from  the  Road  Trustees,  and  partly  from  the  city  of 
tilasgow,  through  the  statute  labour  rate.  But  the  Renfrewshire  Road 
Trustees  refused  to  contribute  the  sum  allocated  upon  them. 

Tiiere  is  about  a  mile  of  road  called  the  Parliafnentary  MoacL,  of  which 
the  corporation  of  Glasgow  are  the  Trustees ;  and  there  ia  one  toll  on  it, 
which  is  now  in  the  centre  of  the  town.  The  toll  is  not  let^  and  the  xereaoe 
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[      GoontT 
of 
Lanark. 

IBr  Strang. 


for  last  year  was  L.463, 168.  6d.  The  debt  amotints  to  aboat  L.24,000, 
which  was  advanced  by  the  corporation  for  buying  the  land  and  maVing 
the  road.  The  expense  of  the  land  was  enormous.  The  expense  of  re- 
pair and  maintenance  absorbs  nearly  the  whole  revenue.  The  revenue 
was  once  as  high  as  L.  1,800,  but,  in  consequence  of  the  removal  of  other 
tolls,  and  the  opening  of  other  channels  of  communication,  it  has  greatly 
fallen  off.  The  debt,  although  amounting  to  the  large  sum  I  have  men- 
tioned, is  limited  by  the  Act  to  L.6,000.  The  corporation  are,  at  present, 
receiving  no  benefit  from  this  toll.  It  is  very  much  complained  of  by  the 
citizens.  At  present,  only  Id.  is  exacted,  whereas  it  might  be  raised  as 
high  as  6d.,  but  any  such  increase  would  be  so  burdensome  as  to  be  in- 
tolerable. 

An  account  of  the  number  of  foot  passengers  crossing  Glasgow  Bridge 
was  kept,  and  it  was  found  that  no  less  than  45,000  crossed  the  bridge  in 
one  day. 

The  corporation  are  also  Trustees  of  the  New  Suspension  Bridge  for 
foot  passengers. 

The  income  from  pontiles  for  1858,  was  .        .    L.7d8  13    3 
The  expenditure,  including  interest  .         .        •        495  19    7 

Leaving  surplus  of      ...         .     L.242  13    8 

The  debt,  as  at  Slst  August  1858,  was  L.5,852,  ISs.  Id.  Under  the  Act, 
as  soon  as  the  debt  is  paid  off,  the  bridge  will  be  thrown  open  to  the 
public. 

I  think  there  is  a  general  feeling  among  the  inhabitants  of  Glasgow,  in 
favour  of  the  abolition  of  tolls,  and  especially  those  within  the  city,  but 
there  is  a  diversity  of  opinion  as  to  the  parties  on  whom  the  burden  should 
be  laid. 

I  think  it  would  be  a  great  advantage  to  combine  the  Trusts  around  the 
city,  both  as  a  means  of  saving  expense,  and  also  that  it  would  facilitate 
persons  travelling,  who  are  now  called  upon  to  pay  tolls  within  short 
distances. 

I  think  it  would  be  a  great  advantage  if  the  foot  pavements  were  under 
the  Statute  Labour  Trust — there  would  be  not  only  uniformity  in  the  pave- 
ment, but  the  cost  of  maintenance  would  be  less.  At  present,  the  foot 
pavements  are  maintained  by  the  proprietors  whose  houses  front  the  street. 
If  the  burden  were  thrown  on  the  Statute  Labour  Trust,  it  would  necessarilj 
increase  the  taxation  on  the  whole  citizens;  but,  in  my  opinion,  it  would 
be  more  just  to  do  so  than  to  throw,  as  at  present,  the  burden  on  certain 
proprietors. 


No.  IV.  Mr  John  Carrick,  Examined : — 

Mr  J.  Carriok.  I  ^t^  superintendent  of  streets  and  buildings  within  the  city.  I  have 
96  miles  of  streets  under  my  control.  These  are  maintained  by  the 
statute  labour  assessment.  It  is  levied  on  occupiers  of  heritages  of  all 
descriptions.  The  maximum  is  3d.  per  £,  which  is  the  amount  levied, — 
L.l,  Is.  for  a  horse, — a  surplus  from  the  Weighing  machines  of  about 
L.700  a-year,  and  upon  agricultural  lands  Is.  per  acre.  This  fimd  is 
found  quite  sufficient  for  maintenance,  but  not  sufficient  for  relaying 
with  what  is  called  permanent  paving.  This  is  separate  from  cleansing 
and  watering.  The  cleansing  and  watering  is  paid  out  of  the  police  rates, 
although  it  properly  belongs  to  statute  labour.  The  amount  expended 
under  this  head  is  L.l  1,100  per  annum,  being  2d.  per  £  on  the  gross 
rental  of  the  city.    We  have  power,  under  a  recent  Act,  of  borrowing,  on 
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Uie  security  of  this  assessment,  to  the  extent  of  L.  140,000.    The  debt       Comitj    , 
now  stands  at  L.60,000,  against  whidi  we  have  to  place  L.220  per  annum,      t   ^  ^ 
paid  to  us  by  the  Garscube  and  Inchbelly  Road  Trustees,  and  L.  14,000  at      ^|^ 
16th  May  last,  due  by  the  Renfrewshire  Road  Trustees,  payable  in  annual  -^  j,  Carriolc» 
instalments  of  L.1,300  for  the  paving  of  the  turnpike  roads  belonging  to 
them  within  the  municipality;  so  that  the  nett  debt  at  present  is  L.42,000. 
Our  debt  at  present  is  on  the  increase.    I  shall  furnish  an  abstract  state- 
ment of  revenue  and  expenditure  for  the  last  year.    Our  debt  will  rapidly 
increase  under  the  powers  conferred  by  the  late  Paving  Act,  until  the 
main  thoroughfares  of  the  city  are  paved  with  square  sets,  after  which 
an  annual  saving  will  be  effected  in  maintenance,  sufficient  to  meet  the 
interest,  and  pay  oflf  the  debt  in  about  30  years. 

There  are  20  miles  of  turnpike  roads  within  the  parliamentary  boun- 
daries. If  these  were  in  our  hands  to  maintain,  I  should  say  that  we 
could  not  keep  them  at  less  than  L.400  per  mile.  If  the  maintenance  of 
the  whole  of  these  roads  were  thrown  upon  the  city,  it  would  require  an 
additional  assessment  of  about  1  id.  per  £.  The  horse  tax  at  present 
yields  about  four  thousand  guineas.  It  is  very  easily  collected,  but  is  a 
little  more  troublesome  than  the  rest  of  the  assessment.  Were  this  sum 
levied  on  lands  and  heritages,  it  would  add  about  a  halfpenny  per  £  ;  so 
that  the  whole  assessment  for  maintaining  the  roads  and  streets  I  now 
superintend,  and  the  turnpike  roads,  would  be  about  5d.  per  £, 

Before  a  new  street  is  taken  upon  the  list  by  the  Commissioners,  they 
insist  upon  the  feuars  putting  it  into  thorough  repair.  We  do  not  require 
causewaying  in  all  cases.  I  have  also  charge  of  all  the  street  pavements, 
and,  if  out  of  order,  I  report  to  the  Paving  Committee,  who  authorize  me 
to  issue  notices  to  the  proprietors,  calling  upon  them  to  put  it  in  order. 
This  is  a  heavy  burden  upon  the  proprietors  of  front  property,  and  an 
expensive  one,  as  at  present  managed.  Property  is  much  divided  in 
Glasgow,  and  it  is  found  very  inconvenient  to  summon  all  the  parties  in- 
terested in  a  tenement.  This  division  in  maintenance  of  pavement  gives 
rise  to  a  want  of  uniformity  in  the  pavement ;  and,  I  am  certain,  that  the 
expense  under  the  present  system  is  double  what  it  would  be  if  in  the 
hands  of  the  public.  If  the  pavements  were  all  put  in  good  order  by  the 
proprietors  before  being  assumed  by  the  Commissioners,  I  estimate  that 
Ij.5,500,  or  Id.  per  £,  would  be  sufficient  for  their  maintenance  at  the 
commencement  of  these  operations ;  but  when  the  whole  came  to  be 
taken  into  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners,  and  to  be  wholly  under  their 
charge,  the  maintenance  would  probably  cost  L.7,000,  which  would  be 
about  lid.  per  £.  I  could  not  name  the  sum  which  would  be  required  to 
put  the  pavements  in  sufficient  order,  but  it  would  be  a  verjr  large  sum  in 
cumulo,  but  not  large  to  individual  proprietors.  An  additional  reason 
why  the  pavements  should  be  under  the  same  management  as  the  cause- 
way is,  that  without  this,  great  difficulty  is  felt  in  carrying  out  the  proper 
levels  of  the  streets.  No  cellars  are  permitted  underneath  the  footpatns, 
except  in  cases  where  the  proprietors  have  widened  the  streets  without 
charge.  The  present  system  is  very  imperfect,  and  causes  not  only  an 
unnecessary  expenditure  of  money,  but  also  irritation  amongst  all  parties, 
the  obligation  to  maintain  public  footpaths  having  been,  in  my  opinion, 
an  unfair  burthen  laid  upon  the  proprietors  of  front  property,  ana  is  not 
so  in  the  large  cities  of  England.  Besides,  gas  and  water  pipes,  which 
should  also  be  under  the  direction  of  the  public,  are  laid  under  the  foot- 
paths, taking  away,  in  my  opinion,  any  claim  of  the  public  to  continue 
this  bmrtben  upon  a  section  of  the  proprietors  within  burgh.  The  result 
of  my  calculations  is,  that  the  expense  of  maintaining  the  streets,  roads, 
and  pavement  in  the  city  of  Glasgow,  within  the  parliamentary  boirn- 
darics,  cannot  be  taken  at  less  than  6d.  to  6 id.  per  £,  exclusive  of  deana- 
iog  and  watering. 
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Comity  Were  tlie  sewage  to  be  taken  into  the  hands  of  the  Statute  Ifaboar 

<)^  Board,  which,  I  think,  ought  to  be  the  case,  but  the  cost  of  eonstnictioii 

°"  levied  on  proprietors  by  means  of  a  rate  extnignishinj^  itself  in  25  veara, 
Mr  J.  Carriek.  ^°^  ^^J  ^^^  ^^  maintenance  on  occupants,  1  calculate  that  an  outJay  of 
L.  12,000  or  L.I 5,000  a-year,  for  ten  years,  might  be  necessary  for  com- 
pleting the  trunk  sewers  of  the  city ;  and  after  they  were  made,  I  reckon 
that  the  expense  of  maintenance  would  be  very  trifling.  I  do  not  think 
our  drainage  at  present  costs  L.400  a-year  to  uphold. 

I  consider  that  to  take  the  Valuation  Roll  as  a  standard  of  comparison 
between  property  in  the  town  and  property  in  the  country,  would  be  un- 
ikh:,  inasmuch  as  the  property  in  the  town  has  acquired  a  large  annual 
value,  and  is  constantly  fluctuating  from  many  causes,  whereas  the  real 
worth  of  the  property  is,  on  the  average,  not  more  than  12  or  15  years' 
purchase,  whilst  lands  in  the  country  are  worth  30  jears'  purchase.  My 
inference  from  this  is,  that  under  the  Lands  Valuation  Act  a  rate  of  6d. 
per  £  on  property  in  Glasgow  would  be  equivalent  to  a  rate  of  Is.  in  the 
country  as  regards  the  real  or  intrinsic  worth  of  the  property.  Another 
objection  to  making  the  assessment  for  the  maintenance  of  roads  uniform 
in  counties  and  large  cities,  such  as  Glasgow,  is,  that  they  have  nothing 
else  in  common.  If  counties  would  share  equally  the  burthen  of  poor 
rates,  and  the  large  increasing  rates  now  rendered  necessary  for  the  sana- 
tory improvement  of  laige  towns,  there  would  be  some  show  of  reason  in 
having  a  common  purse  for  maintenance  of  roads,  the  widening  of  streets 
and  lanes  in  cities  being  as  purely  a  road  matter  as  the  improving  of 
country  roads. 

As  a  matter  of  equity  to  the  suburban  districts,  I  think  the  tolls  should, 
if  possible,  be  removed  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the  city. 

Supposing  toll-bars  abolished,  and  provision  made  for  payment  of  debt, 
I  think  it  would  be  a  fair  equivalent  to  lay  upon  the  dty  the  maintenance 
of  the  whole  roads  and  streets  within  the  parliamentary  boundaries. 

I  omitted  to  mention  that  we  pay  a  sum  of  L.800  a-year  out  of  the 
statute  labour  assessment  to  the  Statute  Labour  Trustees  of  the  Barony 
Parish,  and  L.80  per  annum  to  Govan  Parish.  This  was  by  way  of  com- 
pensation for  the  loss  of  revenue  sustained  by  these  parishes  from  the  exten- 
sion of  our  municipal  boundaries,  and  these  sums  are  applied  by  the 
Trustees  to  the  roads  in  the  rennaining  portion  of  their  parishes. 

The  existence  of  tolUbars  within  the  city  causes  a  total  derangement  of 
the  traflic,  the  eflect  of  which  is  to  throw  on  our  most  crowded  thorough- 
fares, traffic  which  would  naturally  flow  in  another  direction,  and  in  other 
cases,  to  disturb  quiet,  respectable  districts  by  noisy  and  disagreeable 
traffic.  Great  expense  is  occasioned  to  the  city  by  these  evasions  of 
tolls,  as  the  length  of  road  travelled  is  always  greater. 

The  advantage  of  removing  tolls,  and  maintaining  the  roads  by  means 
of  a  paring  rate,  has  been  most  beneficial,  the  entire  character  of  the 
locality  being  changed  whenever  freed  from  these  obstructions. 

The  necessity  of  tolls,  as  a  means  of  raising  money  for  making  streets 
and  roads,  does  not  now  exist,  it  having  been  found,  in  our  experience  in 
Glasgow,  that  the  best  way  is  for  the  proprietors  to  form  and  make  the 
road,  and  then  throw  the  burthen  of  maintenance  at  once  on  the  public, 
by  means  of  a  paving  rate  and  a  small  charge  on  horses.  In  cases  where 
some  of  the  main  thoroughfares  of  the  city  have  been  made  and  main- 
tained by  money  raised  from  tolls,  the  obstruction  and  annoyance  has  be- 
come intolerable. 

In  the  counties,  tolls  originally  were  the  rate  levied  upon  what  may  be 
termed  through  trnfiic.  Matters  have  now  changed.  The  through  traffic, 
ill  most  cases,  is  carried  by  railway  or  canal,  and  the  traffic  on  the  turn- 
pike roads  is  as  purely  local  as  on  any  of  the  statute  labour  roads.  In 
theso  circumstance: ,  the  same  rule,  in  my  opinion,  should  be  adopted  for 
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mai&Uining:  county  roads  as  has  been  so  benefieiallj  applied  in  maintain-  GooBty 
ing  city  roads  and  streets.  There  will  be  some  districts  of  the  county  y  ^^  v 
where  the  expense  of  maintenance  will  be  less  than  others ;  but  we  hare  "'*^  ' 
the  same  in  town,  thongh  a  uniform  rate  is  levied  upon  all.  Up  j.  Carriek. 


Glasgow,  Thursday,  5th  May  1859. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.         |  Sir  Andrew  Orr. 

Duncan  McLaren,  Esq. 

MR  SMYTIIE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  V.  David  Barry  Esq.,  Examined : — 

I  am  at  present  joint  clerk  with  Mr  Moncrieff  to  the  Glasgow  and  D.  Barr,  Esq. 
Shotts  Turnpike  Road,  and  the  Port  Dundas  and  Craighcdl  Trust,  and 
empowered  to  act  in  his  absence. 

The  former  is  constituted  under  an  Act,  10  and  11  Vict.,  cap.  51, 1847, 
called  the  Glasgow  and  Shotts  Road  Act.  The  roads  extend  to  about  67  J 
miles  in  w^hole.  The  main  or  principal  line  of  road  forms  part  of  the  Great 
Koad  from  Edinburgh  to  Glasgow,  by  Whitburn,  and  has  three  entrances 
into  the  city  of  Glasgow,  viz.,  by  Camlachie  or  Gallowgate,  by  Duke  Street, 
and  by  the  London  Road.  There  is  also  a  line  of  road  from  the  main  line 
through  Hamilton  to  the  town  of  Strath aven ;  another  line  from  Hamil- 
ton,  by  Motherwell,  to  Newhouse,  where  it  joins  the  main  line,  and  differ- 
ent other  smaller  branches.  The  roads  are  partly  in  Lanarkshire,  and 
partly  in  Linlithgow — there  being  about  58  miles  in  the  former,  and  about 
9i  in  the  latter  county.  There  are  six  toll-bars,  besides  checks;  but  I 
include  the  bars  at  Camlachie  or  Gallowgate,  at  Duke  Street,  and  Lon- 
don Road  as  one,  these  being  always  let  together.  These  tolls  are  always 
let.     The  revenue  from  tolls  was — 

For  the  year  1856-67,     .  .      L.7,795    0    0 

„  1867-58,     .  .  .  7,657     0     0 

The  bars  at  Camlachie,  Duke  Street,  and  London  Road,  and  two  check- 
bars,  which  all  go  together,  are  within  the  parliamentary  bounds  of  the 
city  of  Glasgow.  From  these  tolls  a  principal  portion  of  the  revenue  is 
derived.  They  usually  let  for  not  less  than  L.  5,500,  and  in  the  year 
1857-68  were  as  high  as  L.6,000.  The  revenue  of  these  tolls  arises  very 
much  from  traffic  to  and  from  the  city,  in  coals,  iron,  bricks,  etc.  etc.,  and 
it  rises  and  falls  to  a  considerable  extent  with  the  state  of  trade  in  Glas- 
gow. The  revenue  has  been  pretty  stationary  for  the  last  eight  or  ten 
years ;  but  as  the  traffic  is  increasing,  the  revenue  has  shown  an  indica- 
tion to  rise. 

The  expenditure  for  maintenance  and  surveyor's  salary  was — 
For  the  year  1856-57,     .  .  .      L.6,466    6    7 

„  1857-68,      .  .  .  6,140  16     3 

The  clerk's  salary  is  L.120,  and  the  treasurer  has  a  per  centage  of  1  per 
cent,  on  the  gross  amount  of  his  intromissions,  the  salary  averaging, 
say,  L.140. 
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County  The  road  metal  is  supplied  broken  and  put  on  the  road  by  contract ; 

j^*^.        but  the  ordinary  work  upon  the  roads  is  done  by  sur&cemen,  ^nployed 

'      by  and  under  the  charge  of  the  surveyor. 

P.  Barr,  Esq.  For  convenience  of  management,  the  roads  are  divided  into  fifleoi 
stages  ;  and,  with  the  assistance  of  the  surveyor,  I  have  prepared  the  foU 
lowing  statement — showing,  Ist,  the  length  of  each  stage,  and  the  distance 
of  each  within  and  without  the  municipality  ;  and,  2nd,  the  expense  of 
maintenance  of  each  stage  per  mile,  distinguishing  the  portions  within 
and  without  the  municipality,  on  an  average  of  different  years,  and  mak- 
ing allowances  for  various  circumstances  affecting  the  expense : — 
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County       The  above  does  not  include  extraordinary  expense  for  building  bridges, 
-r        u       improving,  straightening,  and  widening  roads,  but  includes  the  expense  of 
^°^^  *       upholding  footpaths,  tram  rails,  etc. 

D.  Barr,  Esq.  '^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^y  trifling,  and  consists  merely  of  a  bond  for 
L.120.  The  balance  in  bank  at  the  credit  of  the  Trust,  at  30th  June 
1858,  was  L.2,560,  lis. ;  but  there  was  at  that  time  a  sum  of  L.58G,  lis. 
lOd.  due  to  the  treasurer ;  but  the  balance  was  far  more  than  sufficient  to 
extinguish  any  debt  that  existed. 

The  Ganilachie  Toll,  about  six  years  ago,  was  removed  to  a  greater 
distance  from  the  centre  of  the  town,  and  placed  beyond  or  to  the  east  of 
the  village  of  Gamlachie.  The  rates  of  toll  have  been  reduced  at  differ- 
ent times,  and  were  reduced  last  year ;  and  we  have  been  in  the  liabit  of 
doing  so  from  time  to  time,  as  we  were  able.  We  have  also,  at  different 
times,  as  our  funds  would  permit,  laid  out  large  sums  in  improvements. 
In  18^0  we  got  an  Act  passed  to  enable  us  to  make  a  new  entranee  into  the 
city  through  the  old  village  of  Gamlachie,  and  to  make  a  new  road  and 
bridge  near  Holy  town.  These  improvements  have  been  made  siiice  1 852,  at 
a  cost  of  about  L.  18,000  for  the  Gamlachie  improvement  (which  is  all  within 
the  municipality),  and  about  L.4,000  for  the  other ;  and  we  are  still  ex- 
pending a  considerable  sum  in  straightening  and  widening  roads,  and 
other  improvements. 

The  Port  Dundas  and  Craighall  Turnpike  was  constituted  under  an 
Act  passed  in  1835,  entitled,  an  Act  to  improve  the  Port  Dundas  Boad. 
The  road  extends  to  about  2,220  yards,  and  the  whole  of  it  is  within  the 
parliamentary  boundary  of  Glasgow.  There  is  but  one  toll,  and  it  is 
within  the  parliamentary  boundary.  The  toll  is  let  usually  for  about 
L.  1,000. 

The  expenditure  on  maintenance  and  surveyor's  salary  was — 
For  the  year  1856-67,      .  .  .         L.787  15     3 

„  1857-58,      .  .  .  598  12     8 

The  total  debt,  as  at  Whitsunday  1858,  was  .         L.7,112  15    3 

And  consisted  of — 

1.  Secured  on  assignation  to  tolls,  only    L.4,460    0    0 

2.  Due  partly  to  Royal  Bank,  and 

partly  to  Ganal  Gompany,       .  2,652  15    3 

'_7ai2  15    3 

We  have  hitherto  been  enabled  to  pay  interest  on  the  L.4,460 ;  and  the 
revenue  is  sufficient,  after  paying  the  expense  of  maintenance,  to  pay  in- 
terest on  the  whole  debt,  and  leave  a  small  balance. 


No.  VI.  John  Maxtoney  Esq.,  writer,  Glasgow,  Examined : — 

John  I  have  assisted  Mr  G.  D.  Donald  in  road  matters  for  the  last  ten  years- 

Maxtone,  Esq.  Mr  Donald  is  clerk  and  treasurer  to  the  Great  Western  and  St.  George's 
Turnpike,  the  Renfrew  Turnpike,  -the  Three-mile  House  Turnpike,  and 
the  Yoker  Turnpike.  These  are  all  under  separate  Acts  of  Parliament. 
The  Great  Western  cmd  St.  Oeorgt^s  Turnpike  Trust  is  constituted 
under  two  Acts  passed  respectively  in  1836  and  1839.  It  extends  about 
3h  miles,  from  Sauchiehall  Street  in  Glasgow  to  Anniesland  Toll-bar. 
There  are  6  furlongs  183  yards  situated  within  the  parliamentary  boun- 
daries of  Glasgow.  There  is  one  toll  on  the  St.  George's  Road  within  the 
parliamentary  boundaries.  There  are  two  main  tolls  and  four  check-bars 
on  the  road.     These  tolls  are  always  let.    The  revenue  was — 
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For  the  year  1866-57,         ....        L.1,305  16    8  County 

„  1867-68,         ....  1,900  16     8  t    *^^  i, 

„  186a^9,         ....  1,800    0    0  i-awiirk. 

I  cARDot  assign  any  partictQar  cause  for  the  great  rise  in  1867-68,  ex-         jQbn 
<;ept  the  extension  of  the  city  to  the  west,  and  the  building  of  a  large  Haxtone,  Esq. 
I>ock  at  Partick.     The  expenditure  on  maintenance  and  surveyor's 
salary  was — 

For  the  year  1856-67,         ....        L.  1,270    0    0 
„  1857-58,  ....  930     0    0 

The  surveyor  has  L.35. — The  treasurer  L.30.  The  revenue  has  been 
quite  sufficient  to  maintain  the  roads, — but  when  they  were  constructed,  a 
I&rge  debt  was  incurred.  At  Whitsunday  1868,  the  vrhok  debt  amounted 
to  L.24,441.  Of  thia  sum,  L.3,000  is  secured  on  an  assignation  of  toll* 
duties  to  the  Royal  Bank.  The  rest  consists  of  sums  subscribed  by 
parties  interested  in  the  road,  with  interest  accumulated  thereon,  and 
also  of  sums  agreed  to  be  paid  for  the  purchase  of  land.  About  five  years 
ago,  when  the  tolls  became  more  productive,  it  was  agreed  to  remit  the 
accounts  to  an  accountant,  who  was  directed  to  calculate  simple  interest 
at  five  per  cent,  on  the  sums  originally  contributed,  and  the  total  sum 
then  capitalized,  was  L. 2 1,432.  On  tms  sum,  interest  was  pud  at  two 
per  cent,  for  three  years,  and  since  that  time  we  have  been  enabled  to 
pay  interest  at  four  per  cent.  T\Vo  of  these  subscription  debts  were 
recently  sold, — the  first  one  sold  for  L.45  per  cent.,  and  the  latter  for 
Li. 40  per  cent.,  about  two  months  ago. 

There  are  a  great  many  complaints  of  the  St.  George's  toll,  which 
is  the  one  situated  within  the  parliamentary  boundary.  People  fre- 
quently go  a  considerable  way  round  to  evade  it ;  and  a  comparatively 
small  proportion  of  the  traffic  not  requiring  to  cross  the  Kelvin,  pays  toll- 
duty  at  that  bar.  The  toll  is  not  required  for  tha  traffic  going  to  tiie 
west  of  the  Kelvin,  which  passes  through  the  bar  on  the  bridge.  The 
toirn  has  considerably  extended  beyond  the  St.  George's  Road  Bar  of 
late  years, — and  the  toll  is  found  to  be  particularly  obnoxious. 

The  Renfrew  Turnpike  is  constituted  under  an  Act  passed  in  1839.  It 
is  6  miles  194  yards  in  length,  and,  with  the  exception  of  about  200 
yards,  is  all  in  the  county  of  Lanark.  It  extends  from  Jamaica  Street 
Bridge  to  Renfrew  Bridge.  There  are  situated  within  the  parliamentary 
boundaries,  6  furlongs  and  202  yards.  A  small  portion  of  this,  extending 
from  Jamaica  Street  Bridge  to  the  east  end  of  King  Street  (about  180 
yards),  has  been  taken  off  the  hands  of  the  Trustees,  and  is  now  upheld 
by  the  Statute  Labour  Trust  of  Glasgow.  We  agreed  to  pay  for  the 
causewaying  of  it  with  square  dressed  granite,  and  the  Statute  Labour 
Trustees,  on  our  doing  so,  agreed  to  take  it  over,  and  maintain  it  in  per- 
petuity.    The  laying  of  it  with  granite  cost  L.360. 

The  toll  nearest  the  city  is  just  on  the  parliamentary  boundary,  and 
there  are  besides  three  check-bars.    The  revenue  derived  from  tolls  was — 
For  the  year  1866-67,  ....        L.1,619    8    4 

„  1857-68,  ....  1,446     0     0 

The  expense  of  maintenance  and  surveyor's  salary  was — 
For  the  year  1866-67,         ....         L.  1,660    0    0 
„  1867-68,  ....  1,604     0     0 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.30,  and  the  treasurer's  L.40.  The  debt  at 
Whitsunday  1868  consisted  of  a  bond  for  L.800,  secured  on  assignation  to 
the  tolls.  A  bond  for  L.660  was  paid  off  lately, — and  the  whole  of  the 
remaining  debt  will  be  extinguished  at  Whitsunday  next.  The  road  is  in 
very  good  order,  and  when  the  debt  is  paid  off,  we  shall  be  enabled  to 
reduce  the  tolls. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  mile  of  the  road  nearest  Glasgow,  would  cost 
for  maintenance  about  L.COO  a  year,  and  each  other  mile  about  L.160  on 
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County      an  average.     Of  this  mile  costing  L.300,  the  Three-mile  House  Trost  pty 

of  the  half  of  the  expense  of  maintaining  6  furlongs  202  yards  of  it. 

Lanark.  »pjjg  Tkree-fnUe  House  Tumpiie  is  constituted  under  an  Act  passed  in 

John        1B43.     It  extends  to  3  miles  142  yards,  and  is  wholly  in  the  county  of 
Ma.'ctono,  Esq.  Renfrew.     Within  the  parliamentary  houndaries  of  Glasgow,  there  are 
'  6  furlongs  202  yards,  being  common  to  this  Trust  and  the  Renfrew  Trust 
The  toll  nearest  Glasgow  is  situated  just  on  the  parliamentary  boun- 
dary.   Besides  this  toll,  there  are  two  check-bars.    These  are  always  let. 
The  revenue  was — 

For  the  year  1856-67,        ....         L.  1,118    6    8 
„  1867-58  ....  d34     3    4 

The  rates  of  toll  were  reduced,  and  the  revenue  has  been  diminished 
accordingly.    The  expense  of  maintenance  and  surveyor's  salary  was— 

For  the  year  1856-57, L.916     0    0 

„  1857-68, 1,387     0    0 

There  was  a  good  deal  of  extra  outlay  in  surface  repairs  in  the  couse 
of  the  latter  year,  but  the  road  is  now  in  a  good  state.  We  have  no  deht, 
but  we  have  funds  in  hand.  The  balance  on  hand  at  Whitsunday  1858 
was  L.  1,620,  a  portion  of  which  would,  however,  be  necessary  to  com- 
plete the  improvements  in  progress.  The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.30,  and 
the  treasurer's  L.40. 

The  Yokcr  Turnpike  is  constituted  under  an  Act  obtained  in  1845,  sod 
is  termed  '•*  The  Road  from  Glasgow  to  Yoker  Bridge."  The  whole 
length  is  9  miles  5  furlongs,  whereof  1  mile  2  furlongs  and  140  yards  is 
situated  within  the  parliamentary  boundaries  of  Glasgow,  and  3  furlongs 
and  180  yards  in  the  county  of  Renfrew.  There  is  one  toll-bar  and  seven 
checks.  The  toll  is  within  the  parliamentary  boundaries  of  Glasgoir. 
The  revenue  was— 

For  1856-67, L,3,690    0    0 

„     1867-68, 4,607     0    0 

For  the  ensuing  year  it  is  let  for  •  3,500    0    0 

There  is  a  large  amount  of  mineral  traffic  on  this  road.  It  is  a  veiy 
expensive  road  to  keep  up.  The  expense  of  maintenance  and  surveyoi^s 
salary  was — 

For  1856-57 L.2.522     0    0 

H     1857-58, 2,355     0    0 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.75,  and  the  treasurer's  L.60.  The  heavj 
mineral  traffic  goes  over  about  five  miles  of  the  road,  and  it  has  not  been 
relieved  of  any  of  it  by  the  railway.  At  Whitsunday  1858  there  wast 
debt  of  L. 3,000,  which  is  now  paid  off,  and  1  believe  we  have  at  present  a 
balance  in  hand  of  about  L.4,000 ;  but  we  are  engaged  in  certain  im- 
provements, which  will  cost  a  considerable  portion  of  this  sum,  and  we  con- 
template still  further  improvements  before  we  reduce  the  tolls. 

I  think  it  would  be  an  advantage  if  the  Great  Western  and  St 
George's,  and  the  Yoker  Turnpike  Trusts  were  amalgamated,  and  the 
Renfrew  joined  with  the  Three-mile  House  Trust, — but  being  situated  on 
different  sides  of  the  river  and  a  considerable  distance  apart,  1  do  not  see 
that  the  four  roads  could  all  be  managed  under  one  Trust.  The  Tmsteet 
reside  on  different  banks  of  the  Clyde,  and  are  not  in  any  way  connected. 
I  think  it  would  be  a  great  advantage  to  the  community  if  tolls  were 
done  away  with  altogether, — and  I  think  the  most  equitable  substitute 
would  be  a  tax  on  horses  with  classification.  I  think  agricultural  horses 
should  not  pay  above  one-fifth  of  what  carters'  horses  and  such  like  should 
pay.  1  would  put  riding  horses  on  the  same  footing  as  agricultural 
horses, — and  carriage  horses  at  two-fifths  of  a  carting  horse. 
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No.  VII.  Mr  James  Donaldson^  Examined : — 

I  am  joint  assessor  under  tbe  Lands  Valuation  Act  for  the  city  of  Glas- 
gow, and  I  prepare  the  assessment  rolls  and  make  the  surveys  for  the  Statute 
Labour  Trustees.  The  statute  labour  money  is  levied  by  a  uniform  rate 
of  3d.  per  £  on  all  property  at  L.4  and  upwards,  with  the  exception  of 
arable  lands.  Arable  lands  are  rated  at  Is.  per  acre,  without  reference  to 
the  amount  of  rent.  I  should  think,  upon  an  average,  this  would  amount 
to  about  3d.  per  £  on  the  rental.  There  is  no  statute  labour  money  as- 
sessed on  coal  mines  or  minerals,  as  we  have  no  power  under  our  Act, — 
in  which  they  are  not  enumerated.  We  assess,  however,  the  buildings  and 
machinery  connected  with  them.  There  is  also  a  statute  labour  rate  on 
horses,  of  21s.  per  horse.  We  make  two  special  surveys  in  the  course  of 
the  year,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  number  of  horses,  and  sometimes  the 
large  cab  and  omnibus  proprietors  we  visit  more  frequently.  All  parties 
are  bound  by  the  Act,  when  called  upon,  to  make  a  return  of  the  number 
of  horses  kept  for  themselves,  or  for  others,  distinguishing  the  one  class 
from  the  other.  Practically,  we  do  not  find  much  difficulty  in  making  up  the 
roll,  and  there  are  not  many  complaints  on  the  subject.  We  consider  we 
are  entitled  to  take  tlie  highest  number  kept  during  a  year.  Some  of  the 
omnibus  proprietors  keep  a  portion  of  their  horses  outside  of  the  town, 
and  are  not  liable  for  these.  I  am  aware  it  is  found  difficult  to  get  the 
money  from  the  poorer  classes  of  carters,  and  they  are  frequently  re- 
lieved. 0 

If  a  tax  on  horses  were  substituted  for  tolls,  and  it  were  found  necessary 
to  impose  a  rate  of  L.3,  10s.  on  carters'  horses,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  such 
a  tax  could  scarcely  be  collected^ 

For  the  last  three  years^  the  assessment  for  statute  labour  purposes  was 
as  follows : — 

1855-56. 

.    L.  16,679    1    4 
4,156  11     0 


On  rental  and  acreage, 
On  horses, 


Amount  recovered — 
Rental,  etc., 
Horses, 


Reliefs  on  account  of  sur- 
charge and  poverty,  and 
irrecoverable  arrears, 


L.19,735  12     4 


L.14,071 
3,746 


10 
4 


9 
6 


L.17,816  16    3 


1,918  17     1 


L.19,736  12    4 


On  rental  and  acreage, 
On  horses. 

Amount  recovered — 
Rental,  etc.. 
Horses, 


Reliefs  on  account  of  sur- 
charge and  poverty,  and 
irrecoverable  arrears, 


1856-67. 

.     L.16,996  14  10} 
4,374  6    0 


L.14,210  12    0 
3,948  3     0 

L.18,168  15     0 


L.20,371     0  ]0i 


2,212     5  10} 


L.20,371  0    lOJ 

■JM^fa^  I  IT      il  -r  T     II'     ■ 


County 

of 
Lanark. 

Mr  James 
DonaldfloiL 
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County 

of 
Lanark. 


Mr  Jam  eft 
Donaldson. 


On  rental  and  acreage, 
On  horses, 


Amount  recovered — 
On  rental,  etc., 
On  horses, 


Beliefs  on  account  of  sur- 
charge, poverty,  and 
irrecoYcrable  arrears, 


]8o7-58. 
L.16,67«    4    9J 
4,749    3    0 


L.21,425  7     H 


L.14,o19  19     6 
4,111  11     9 

L.18,631  11    3 


2,793  16    6i 


L.21,425     7     9^ 


A  person  residing  in  the  country,  and  coming  into  Glasggow  during  the 
day  with  his  horses,  is  not  charged  in  the  city  ;  but,  supposing  the  same 
person  were  to  sleep  in  Glasgow,  and  keep  his  horses  in  town,  be  would 
then  be  charp^eable.  A  person  living  half  the  year  in  the  town  and  half 
the  year  in  the  country,  is  charged  the  full  amount  for  the  city,  although 
he  nifiy  pay  statute  labour  in  a  country  parish. 

I  think  it  much  better  to  levy  the  assessment,  partly  on  lands,  and  partly 
on  horses,  than  to  levy  it  wholly  on  horses. 

The  valuation  of  lands  and  heritages  within  ^he  city  of  Glasgow,  under 
the  Valuation  Act  far  the  year  1858,  is  as  follows : — 
Houses,  shops,  warehouses,  counting-houses, 

mills,  factories,  and  other  buildings,         .     L.  1,402,942  15     0 
Water  works,  gas  works,  harbour  and  ferries,  £2,1 76  1-4    0 

Minerals,  quarries,  clayfields,  etc.,  .  4,269  12    0 

Arable  lands, 4,145     3     0 

Railways  and  canals, 22,245    O    0 

L.  1,485,779     4     0 

The  rental  of  Glasgow  under  L.4  is  L.64,697,  but  that  rental  is  in- 
cluded in  the  above. 


No.  VIII.  Peter  Chuston^  Esq.,  Examined : — 

Peter  I  am  a  magistrate  of  Glasgow,  and  chairman  of  the  Statute  Labcur 

Clonston,  Esq.  Tttt^t,  There  are  about  20  miles  of  turnpike  roads  within  the  parlia- 
mentary boundaries  of  the  city  of  Glasgow.  1  should  think  it  would  be 
very  advisable  to  include  those  portions  under  the  management  of  the 
Statute  Labour  Trust,  and  to  remove  all  toll-bars.  I  thiiui  it  would  be 
sufficient  compensation  to  the  turnpike  Trustees,  for  the  loss  they  would 
sustain  by  the  removal  of  the  toll-bars  to  a  greater  distance,  if  the  Statote 
Jjabour  Trust  were  to  undertake  the  burden  of  the  maintenance  of  these 
roads.  Some  of  the  Trusts  which  come  into  Glasgow  are  considerably 
burdened  with  debt,  which,  in  many  cases,  w^as  incurred  in  the  constme- 
tion  of  the  road.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  just,  that,  in  taking  over  a 
])ortion  of  these  turnpikes  for  maintenance,  a  corresponding  pn^iortion  of 
the  debt  should  be  paid  by  the  city, — m^r  reason  being,  that  a  great  portion 
of  the  traffic  from  the  country  comes  into  the  town,  and  has  the  beneiit 
and  use  of  the  town,  without  any.  payment, — ^such  traffic  (especially 
mineral)  causing  the  greatest  amount  of  damage  to  our  streets.      WitK 
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regard  to  those  roads,  which  are  either  wholly  or  nearly  wholly  situated       Connty 
^thin  the  burgh,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  the  debt  affecting  such  should  not  **^ 

be  thrown  upon  the  city,  but  raised  from  the  proprietors  of  the  lands       ^.anapk- 
through  which  the  road  passes,  by  some  equitable  arrangement  which        Peter 
should  be  devised  for  such  cases.    With  respect  to  the  tolls  on  the  bridges,  Clouston,  Esq. 
I  think  it  would  be  better  to  allow  the  tolls  to  continue  until  the  debt  is 
viped  off,  which  might  be  within  seven  years.     If  there  were  no  tolls  any- 
where, I  would  see  no  difficulty  in  laying  the  burden  of  rebuilding  the 
bridges,  if  necessary,  on  the  city  of  Glasgow.      But  I  am  not  disposed  to 
consider  that  the  inhabitants  should  be  in  any  way  liable  for  paying  off 
the  existing  debt. 

The  fund  at  present  levied  for  maintaining  the  streets  in  Glasgow,  is 
sufficient  for  the  purpose,  and  will  continue  to  be  so,  if  no  new  liability  is 
thrown  upon  iis — such  as  the  expense  of  pavement  for  foot  passengers. 
I  think  it  would  be  desirable  that  the  pavements  should  be  made  by  the 
proprietors,  but  kept  up  by  the  Statute  Labour  Trust.  For  this,  how- 
ever, an  additional  assessment  would  be  necessary.  I  am  satisfied  that  1  ^d. 
per  £  additional  would  be  sufficient  for  this  purpose. 

I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  dissatisfaction  exists  in  regard  to  the 
rating  of  horses  in  the  city,  but  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  desirable  to 
levy  the  whole  rate  on  horses,  and  no  part  on  lands  and  heritages.  1  think 
this  would  be  impracticable,  and  would  have  the  effect  of  sending  horses 
to  be  kept  outside  the  parliamentary  boundaries.  But  I  have  often 
thought  it  unreaaonable  that  we  were  not  entitled  to  levy  a  tax  on  horses 
coming  re^^ularly  into  the  city,  by  whom  our  streets  are  principally  cut  up. 
I  mean  this  to  apply  to  the  existing  arrangements,  supposing  tolls  were 
not  to  be  abolished.  But  if  tolls  were  abolished  entirely,  there  would  be 
DO  room  for  such  a  proposal.  I  think  the  present  rate  on  horses  is  fair  as 
compared  with  that  imposed  on  heritages,  and  I  would  be  against  any 
alteration. 

The  Statute  Labour  Trust  have,  at  different  times,  made  arrangements 
with  the  Renfrewshire  Road  Trustees.  These  Trustees  are  to  pay  the  ex- 
pense of  paving  about  two  miles  of  road  with  square  dressed  granite,  which 
amountea  to  L.  16,500,  on  condition  of  our  keeping  up  the  road  in  per- 
petuity. In  consideration  of  which  the  Trustees  undertook  to  remove  the 
toll  to  tb^  parliamentary  boundaries,  not  later  than  1872. 

la  any  new  arrangement  with  regard  to  the  roads,  1  am  of  opinion,  that 
the  city  of  Glasgow  should  be  kept  separate  and  distinct  from  the  county 
of  Lanark, — but  we  are  anxious  to  enter  into  arrangements  for  taking 
into  our  hands  all  the  turnpike  roads  within  the  municipality,  so  as  to  have 
no  tolls  within  these  boundariea,  and  have  the  streets  kept  in  a  superior 
xpanner,  and  causewayed  instead  of  macadamised. 

The  expense  stated  in  the  accounts  of  the  Statute  Labour  Trustees  for 
maintenance  of  the  roads,  does  not  include  the  cost  of  watering,  cleaning, 
or  removing  the  mud,— 4his  being  defrayed  out  of  the  police  assessment. 
But,  with  regard  to  the  20  miles  of  turnpike  roads  within  the  muni- 
cipality and  the  bridges,  the  Police  Commissioners  water  and  remove  the 
mud  £rom  about  11  miles,  far  which  they  last  year  received  L.4S7»  1 3s.  9d. 
from  the  road  and  bridge  Trustees,  the  remainder  being  left  to  the  Trus- 
tees themselves,  who  peiform  these  operations  from  their  own  proper  funds. 
1  am  of  opinion,  that  any  additional  sum  which  may  be  required  to  be 
raised  by  assessment,  should  be  levied  on  lands  and  heritages  alone,  and 
not  by  any  increased  rate  on  horses. 

I  think  the  system  we  now  adopt  in  Glasgow  for  maintaining  the  roads 
and  streets,  might  be  advantageously  adopted  in  counties,  so  as  to  get  rid 
of  tolls  alt<^ether. 
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County 

of 
Lanark. 


Thomas 
Gordon,  Esq. 


No.  IX.  T/ioma8  Gordon^  Esq.,  Writer,  Glasgow,  Examined  : — 

I  am  clerk  to  the  Statute  Labour  Trustees  of  the  Lower  Ward  oi 
Lanarkshire.  The  ward  is  bomid  to  hold  a  stated  annual  meeting  in 
October.  At  that  meeting  the  business  is  principally  to  consider  appUea- 
tions  from  private  parties  for  new  lines  of  road,  or  alterations  of  existing 
lines,  and  also  to  dispose  of  appeals.  In  the  Barony  Parish,  the  assess- 
ment is  imposed  in  virtue  of  the  local  Act  for  Lanarkshire.  The  rates 
are  as  follows : — 

Land,  L.S  per  ploughgate,  or  Is.  per  acre. 

Horses,  other  than  agricultural,  128*  each. 

Householders,  4b.  each. 

Carters  not  proprietors,  occupying  dwelling-houses  under  L.5  of  rent, 
are  allowed  a  deduction  of  4s.  per  horse. 
..    Householders  not  proprietors,  occupying  houses  under  L.5  of  rent,  are 
exempted. 

Householders  not  proprietors,  occupying  dwelling-houses  and  other 
premises,  under  L.7  of  rent  and  not  under  L.5,  are  allowed  a  deduc- 
tion of  Is.  6d. 

Householders  being  proprietors,  occupying  houses  under  L.5  of  rent, 
are  allowed  a  deduction  of  2s. 
The  ploughgate  refers  simply  to  the  measurement,  without  reference  to 
the  rent  of  arable  laud,  so  that  the  payment  is  the  same  whether  the  land 
be  let  for  L.l  per  acre  or  for  L.4. 

I  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  what  tLreisfre  rate  per  £  of  rental  is 
charged  on  a  farmer  in  the  Barony  Parish.  This  might  be  ascertained 
from  Mr  Robertson,  the  collector  of  poor-rates. 

The  sum  of  L.800  a-year  is  paid  to  the  Barony  Parish  by  the  Citj 
Statute  Labour  Trust.  This  arrangement  was  made  when  the  municipu 
boundary  was  extended,  when  a  large  portion  of  the  best  paying  part  of 
our  parish  was  taken  from  us,  and  we  were  left  with  only  the  country  part. 

The  sum  of  L.800  was  fixed  by  arbitration,  in  terms  of  the  Act  of  Par- 
liament. 

There  are  26  miles  of  statute  labour  roads  in  the  Barony  Parish. 

The  funds  have  scarcely  been  sufficient  for  the  last  two  or  three  years. 
We  have  been  spending  more  than  our  income ;  and  the  mineral  traffic  on 
some  of  the  roads  is  very  heavy.  • 

The  surveyor  is  Mr  Rankine,  who  has  a  salary  of  L.40.  The  traffic  on 
some  of  our  roads  is  as  great  as  on  some  of  the  turnpikes.  The  pflrisb 
Trustees  have  an  annual  meeting,  when  an  acting  committee  is  appointed. 
This  committee  consists  of  six  or  eight  gentlemen,  who  meet  whenever 
any  business  requires. 

Parties  generally  pay  their  assessment  cheerfully,  and  I  hear  no  com- 
plaints. I  have  heard  farmers  complaining  of  having  to  pay  both  Urfls 
and  statute  labour  money. 

The  whole  sum  levied  in  the  Barony  Parish  is  between  L.l, 200  «pA 
L.l, 300  a-year,  of  which  L.800  is  got,  as  I  have  mentioned,  from  the  (Sty 
Trust. 

My  salary  as  clerk  to  the  Barony  Parish  is  L.10,  and  as  collector  L.10, 
for  receiving  the  L.800,  and  5  per  cent,  for  the  remainder — ^being  aboot 
L.dO  in  all.     As  ward  clerk  I  have  a  salary  of  L.20. 

There  have  been  no  alterations  in  the  rates  of  assessment  in  my  time, 
and  I  have  been  clerk  for  thirty  years. 

There  are  very  extensive  mineral  works  in  the  Barony  Parish— cotl 
and  iron — ^and  these  contribute  nothing  to  the  statute  labour  funds,  al- 
though they  use  the  roads  very  much. 
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ConntT 
of 

Glasgowj  Friday,  6th  May  1859. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.      |      Sir  James  Fergusson. 
Dmican  M'Laren,  Esq. 

MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  X.  Lawrence  Hill,  Esq.  of  Gla8go\r,  LL.B.,  with  whom  was  Andrew 
Hoggan^  Esq.,  Writer,  Glasgow,  Examined  : — 

I  am  clerk  to  the  Gamgad  Turnpike,  and  treasurer  to  the  Lanarkshire  L.  Hill,  Esq. 
North  and  South  Turnpike. 

The  Gamgad  Turnpike  Thut  is  constituted  under  two  statutes,  dated 
respectively  in  1840  and  1858.  The  road  was  originally  2  miles  4  fur- 
longs and  178  yards  in  length.  Of  this,  1 143  yards  runs  alon^;  the  par- 
liamentary  boundary  of  the  city  of  Gliisj2:ow,  and  has,  by  an  arrangement 
with  the  Statute  Labour  Trust  of  that  city,  been  handed  over  to  them, 
under  the  powers  contained  in  the  Act  of  1858.  There  is  one  toll  and 
some  check-bars.  The  toll  is  immediately  beyond  the  parliamentary 
boundary.    The  revenue  was — 

For  the  year  1856-67,      .  .  .        L.261     0    0 

„  1857-58,       .  375     0     0 

and  it  is  gradually  increasing.     The  expenditure  on  maintenance  and  sur- 
veyor's salary  was — 

For  the  year  1856-57,      .  .        L.185  17     3 

,,  1857-58,      .  .  .  200  18     6 

Since  1858,  under  the  arrangement  before  alluded  to,  the  portion  of  the 
road  which  runs  along  the  parliamentary  boundary  has  been  maintained 
by  the  Statute  Labour  Trust  of  the  city ;  and  they  are  to  continue  to 
maintain  it  in  future,  on  receiving  one-fourth  of  the  nett  produce  of  the 
toll,  the  first  payment  for  which  will  be  made  at  Whitsunday  next  for  the 
year  then  current. 

The  debt  as  at  Whitsunday  1858  amounted  in  gross  to  L.  10,746  14    3 
Being — Subscriptions,  with  interest  at  5 

percent,    ....     L.8,039  16     1 
Loans,  do.  do.  2,706  18    2 

10,746  14    3 

These  subscriptions  were  made  by  parties  who  were  interested  in  having 
the  road  constructed.  Upon  these  subscriptions  no  interest  has  ever  been 
paid ;  but  the  original  amount,  with  interest,  has  always  been  kept  up  as 
a  debt  upon  the  road.  On  the  loans,  interest  has  been  paid  regularly  upon 
one  bond  only  of  L.300,  and  also  upon  another  for  the  same  sum  up  to 
1844.  Upon  another  loan,  amounting  to  L.  1,067,  interest  was  paid  to 
1843.  The  toll-bar,  which  was  previously  situate  at  the  extremity  of  the 
road,  nearest  the  centre  of  the  city,  was  removed  in  1841  to  its  present 
position,  under  a  provision  contained  in  the  Act  of  1840,  which  the  oppo- 
nents to  the  renewal  of  that  Act  succeeded  in  having  introduced ;  and  by 
the  same  provision  the  Trustees  were  prevented  thereafter  placing  any 
toll-bars  within  the  municipality. 

We  consider  that  the  arrangement  made  with  the  City  Statute  Labour 
Trust  has  been  a  beneficial  one  for  the  Garngad  Road  Trust,  as  our 
revenue  would  not  have  been  sufficient  to  enable  us  to  keep  the  whole 
road  in  proper  condition.    With  our  present  increased  revenue,  and  the 
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Ooanty       diminished  expense  consequent  on  the  arrangement  with  the  Statnte  La- 

,   ^  .        hour  Trust,  we  anticipate  that  we  shall  in  future  be  able  to  pay  interest 

^*°"         upon  a  larger  amount  of  the  debt. 

L.  Hill,  Esq.       Some  of  the  Trustees  are  personally  liable  for  the  bond  for  L.300,  on 

which  interest  has  been  paid  regularly,  but  the  other  debts  rest  simply  on 

the  security  of  the  tolls.     We  have  never  heard  of  any  of  these  debts  or 

subscriptions  being  sold.     It  was,  in  the  circumstances,  considered  a  good 

bargain  to  the  Trust  to  get  rid  of  the  maintenance  of  the  road  withoot 

calling  upon  the  Statute  Labour  Trustees  to  undertake  the  burden  of  any 

portion  of  the  debt,  seeing  that  we  were  prohibited,  by  the  pro\'isioii  in 

the  Act  before  alluded  to,  from  placing  a  toll-bar  on  any  part  of  the  road 

within  the  municipality,  to  bring  in  for  toll  the  large  and  increasing  trafk 

from  the  public  works,  etc.,  situate  on  each  side  of  the  inside  portion  of 

the  road. 

Hie  North  and  South  Lanarkshire  Turnpike  Trust  is  constituted  under 
an  Act  passed  in  1820,  amended  and  continued  by  an  Act  of  1829.  Tbe 
road  extends  to  49  miles,  whereof  44  are  in  Lanarkshire,  and  5  in  Dum- 
bartonshire. There  are  seren  tolls,  besides  check-bars.  These  toUs  are 
all  let.     The  revenue  was — 

For  the  year  1866-57,     .  L.2,934    4    0 

„  1857-58,      .  .  .  2,922  10     6 

The  expenditure  on  maintenance  and  surveyor's  salary  was — 
For  the  year  1856-57,     .  .       L.1,402    8    9 

„  1857- 58,      .  .  1,706     0     4 

The  expense  of  repair  is  in  some  years  greater  than  others,  owing  to 
the  traffic  from  the  iron  and  other  works.  If  these  are  stopped  from  any 
circumstances,  the  expenses  are  of  course  less. 

Two-thirds  of  the  expense  of  constructing  this  road  was  contributed  by 
Government  at  a  time  of  distress  in  the  county  (in  1819  and  1820),  with 
a  view  to  employing  the  poor.     The  total  sum  so  advanced  was  L.32,39^ 
12s.  lOd.    The  other  one-third  of  the  funds  was  obtained  by  prirate  snb- 
scriptions  from  parties  who  were  interested  in  the  road,     ti^nder  the  ict 
of  1829,  further  sums  for  the  construction  of  parts  of  the  road  were  bor- 
rowed, but  that  debt  has  now  been  all  paid  o£P.     The  debt  now  due  \» 
Government  and  the  creditors  amounts  (exclusive  of  interest)  to  L.48,594, 
19s.  3d.    No  interest  was  ever  paid  upon  this  sum  until  the  money  bor- 
rowed under  the  Act  of  1829  was  paid  off.      In  1862-53,  a  payment  was 
made  to  Government  of  L.969, 3s.  lOd.,  whilst  the  other  creditors  had  set 
aside  for  them  L.484,  lis.  lid. ;  and  every,  year  since  the  Goyemment 
have  continued  to  receive  two- thirds  of  the  surplus,  whilst  the  remaining 
one-third  has  been  set  aside  for  the  other  creditors.     Taking  the  avera^ 
of  years  since  1852-53,  the  sum  appropriated  for  interest  on  the  debt 
amounted  to  a  fraction  under  2^  per  cent,  on  the  principal  debt.   We  have 
calculated  the  arrear  of  interest  at  5  per  cent.,  deducting  the  foregoing 
payments,  and  we  make  the  sum  due  for  unpaid  interest,  L.36,437»  19s.  4d. 
We  have  not  found  that  our  revenues  have  been  much  affected  by  the 
railways.    An  arrangement  was  made  with  the  Caledonian  Bailway  Coai- 
pany,  whereby  compensation  was  to  be  awarded  to  us  for  loss  of  revenue; 
but  we  have  been  unable  to  prove  any  damage,  tbe  reduced  expenditure 
being  taken  into  consideration.     As  far  as  our  experience  goes,  the  loss  of 
revenue  to  tmnpike  roads  frx)m  the  operation  of  railways  has  not  been 
nearly  so  great  as  was  generally  anticipated,  with  the  ezoeption  of  tbe 
Glasgow  and  Carlisle  Koad,  which  drew  a  great  reyenne  frwn  the  Post 
Office  for  the  mail  coach,  now  discontinued. 

We  see  no  reason  at  present  why  we  should  not  be  able  to  continue  pay- 
ing the  same  rate  of  interest  as  hitherto,  and  perhaps  more. 

We  refer  for  fiirth^  obseryations  to  our  evidence  as  to  other  roads  in 
Ileiifr«wshire  and  Lanarkshire. 
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County 
No.  XI.  The  Eight  Jlonble.  Lwrd  Bdhavm  &nd  Staiton,  Examined :—        Laa^k. 

I  am  vice-lieutenant  and  convener  of  the  county  of  Lanark.  There  Eight  HonbU, 
has  been  some  movement  in  the  county  on  the  subject  of  the  abolition  of  LonlBelhaven. 
toDs.  Two  conunittees  have  at  different  times  been  appointed,  of  which 
I  was  convener.  The  reports  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners.  My 
own  opinions  coincide  with  the  opinions  therein  expressed.  I  believe  the 
committee  were  unanimous  on  ail  the  principal  points.  Supposing  toUs 
were  abolished,  we  considered  an  assessment  raised  partly  on  lands  and 
heritages  and  partly  on  horses,  as  the  best  substitute.  There  are  two 
sums  of  money  to  be  provided,  one  to  maintain  the  roads,  and  another  to 
pay  the  debt  We  considered  that  the  payment  of  the  debt  should  be 
provided  for  by  as  assessment  on  heritagesi — on  the  owners  of  property. 
We  considered  that  the  construction  of  a  road  should  be  a  tax  upon  the 
property  of  the  county.  We  would  have  levied  this  assessment  on  the 
valuation  roll. 

The  rate  for  the  muntenance  of  the  roads,  we  considered,  should  be  laid 
as  far  as  possible  on  those  using  the  roads.  We  considered  that  in 
Lanarkshire,  the  rate  could  be  most  easily  furnished  by  a  tax  on  horses 
properly  classified,  although  in  other  counties  it  might  be  preferable  to 
support  the  roads  b)i  a  tax  on  heritages.  Any  tax  for  maintenance  I  con- 
sider should  be  thrown  wholly  on  the  occupants.  Calculations  were  made 
as  to  the  burden  which  this  would  throw  on  the  occupants  of  land,  and  I 
considered  that  it  would  not  be  more  than  is  at  present  paid  in  statute 
labour  money  and  tolls. 

I  consider  that  there  would  be  a  very  considerable  saving  to  the  public 
generally  by  a  change  of  system,— I  should  say  from  25  to  30  per  cent. 
This  would  arise  chiefly  from  savings  on  the  expense  of  management,  and 
keeittng  up  toll-houses,  etc.  At  present,  there  is  a  great  extra  expense 
in  management,  in  consequence  of  the  number  of  Trusts. 

In  reference  to  the  debt,  I  think  it  would  be  necessary  in  the  first  place 
to  have  it  valued.  I  should  think  the  real  value  of  the  debt  is  not  much 
niore  than  one-third  of  what  it  is  nominally  stated  at.  We  calculated 
that  the  saving  in  consequence  of  the  abolition  of  tolls,  as  at  present 
managed,  would  be  sufficient  to  pay  off  the  debt.  Under  a  proper  con- 
solidation and  management  of  Trusts,  a  considerable  saving  naight  be 
effected  irrespective  of  the  abolition  of  tolls. 

I  would  propose  to  throw  the  assessment  for  debt  on  the  whole  county, 
instead  of  making  each  district  pay  its  own  debt,  although,  no  doubt,  there 
might  be  some  complaints  in  those  districts  where  there  is  at  present  little 
or  no  debt,  which  would  be  called  upon  to  contribute  for  the  general 
benefit.  I  do  not  think  that  such  complaints  would  be  well  founded.  I 
should  say  that  one  halfpenny  per  £  in  the  year  would  be  sufficient  to 
pay  off  the  debt  in  less  than  30  years. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  present  statute  labour  system  in  the  county  is 
very  uneqnsd  in  its  operation.  A  great  deal  of  valuable  property  escapeit 
altogether,  or  nearly  so,  and  the  owners  of  such  property  are  the  parties 
who  most  injure  the  roads.  There  is  no  power  to  levy  any  assessment  on 
"*Miyra1ft  unaer  the  Statute  Labour  Act.  lilven  unon  agricultural  subjects, 
the  tax  does  not  fall  equally  or  in  proportion  to  tne  rental. 

In  regard  to  the  managing  body,  I  would  propose  that  all  Commis-. 
sionera  of  Supply  should  be  eligible  as  Trustees.  I  think  it  would  be  of 
very  little  oonseouenee  to  have  tenant  farmers  on  the  Board, — I  do  not 
think  they  would  interfere;  but  I  see  no  objections  to  their  being 
Trustees, — ^if  limited  to  those  possessed  of  a  certain  qualification.  I  think 
both  turnpike  and  statute  labour  roads  should  be  placed  under  ouc  syUem 
of  mana;^ement. 
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Connty  I  hare  had  opportunity  of  inquiring  about  the  result  of  the  abolition 

^'  of  tolls  in  Ireland.     I  understand  it  has  been  very  beneficial  and  safis- 

^J]J^         £M;torj.    I  [did  not  meet  with  a  single  individual  who  did  not  say,  that 

Right  Honble.  heavy  as  the  rate  was,  he  would  prefer  paying  it,  to  having  again  recoune 

LordBelhaven!  to  a  sjrstem  of  tolls.     The  rate,  I  believe,  varies  from  5d.  to  8d.  or  BUL 

per  £  in  the  different  baronies.     I  speak  of  districts  not  far  from  Dubfin, 

but  I  did  not  happen  to  know  personally  about  the  district  immediately 

round  the  city.    I  am  aware  that  in  Ireland  each  barony  is  liable  by  law 

to  maintain  the  roads  within  its  bounds,  and  in  this  respect  the  law  of 

Ireland  differs  from  that  of  Scotland. 

With  respect  to  roads  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  large  towns,  I  think 
it  misht  be  necessary  to  provide  that  the  roads  within  the  parliamentary 
boundaries  should  be  maintained  by  the  town.  It  is  a  curious  circum- 
stance that  the  rate  which  we  calculated  would  be  sufficient  to  keep  up 
the  roads  in  the  county  amounts  to  about  the  same  sum  per  £  as  that 
which  would  be  required  for  keeping  up  the  roads  in  the  city  of  Gla^;ow. 
I  do  not  think  it  would  be  equitable  that  any  portion  of  the  debt  of  the 
turnpike  roads  should  be  thrown  upon  the  city.  The  sum  in  anj  case 
would  be  very  trifling,  as  those  Trusts  which  run  into  Glasgow  have, 
generally  speaking,  but  a  small  amount  of  debt.  I  would  lay  upon  the 
city,  however,  the  whole  of  the  debt  upon  the  bridges. 

With  regard  to  the  rates  on  horses,  we  proposed  putting  SQs.  per 
annum  on  agricultural  horses,  50s.  on  riding  and  carriage  horses,  and 
70s.  or  upwards  on  all  other  horses, — 80s.  was  the  highest  rate  that  was 
thought  of.   I  do  not  see  any  practical  difficulty  attending  a  tax  on  horses. 

Our  plan  contemplated  throwing  the  small  burghs  into  the  county  so 
far  as  regards  the  maintenance  of  the  roads.  I  should  think  they  would 
be  willing  to  accede  to  such  an  arrangement. 

I  would  have  one  uniform  rate  of  assessment  over  the  whole  county, — 
upon  the  principle  that  roads  are  a  matter  of  general  concern  in  whi<^  all 
the  public  are  interested,  and  the  probability  that  the  larger  the  area  di 
taxation  the  more  equal  the  tax  would  be  in  its  operation. 

The  state  of  the  parish  roads  at  present  renders  it  absolutely  necessary 
to  do  something,  as  the  statute  labour  fund  is  quite  unequal  to  the  bar- 
den  thrown  upon  it,  especially  where  there  is  mineral  traffic. 

I  consider  there  is  a  great  waste  of  money  in  having  the  statute  labour 
system  managed  parochially  instead  of  in  districts. 

I  think  the  opinion  in  favour  of  a  change  of  system  in  road  manage- 
ment is  gaining  ground  in  the  county,  and  is  now  very  strong  and  almost 
universal  in  favour  of  the  plan  I  have  proposed. 


No.  XII.  John  M.  HiU,  Esq.,  Writer,  Glasgow,  Examined  :— 

J.  M.  Hill,  Esq.  1  A™  clerk  to  the  Glasgow^  KirkintiHoch,  and  Baldcmoek  Trusty  and 
have  held  that  office  since  1855.  There  were  formerly  three  separate 
Trusts,  which  were  consolidated  under  that  Act.  There  are  18  miles  7 
furlongs  and  40  yards  of  road.  Of  this,  there  are  in  Lanarkshire  10  miles 
2  furlongs  5  yards ;  in  Stirlin<^shire  6  miles  195  yards ;  and  in  Dumbar- 
tonshire 2  miles  4  furlongs  60  yards.  Within  the  part  of  the  andent 
royalty  of  Glasgow  which  is  outside  the  parliamentary  boundaries  of  the 
city,  there  are  2  miles  1  furlong  100  yards  of  road. 

By  an  arrangement  entered  into  ^rith  the  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  Rail- 
way Company  and  the  Statute  Labour  Trust,  a  small  portion  of  the  Inch- 
bcUy  Broad  (extending  from  the  parliamentary  boundary  to  that  part  of 
the  ancient  royalty  which  is  detached)  was  causewayed,  and  the  expense 
of  maintaining  it  is  hereafter  to  be  borne  by  the  Statute  Labour  Trust. 
The  sum  paid  for  laying  the  causeway  by  the  Road  Trustees,  was  L.500, 
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the  remainder  of  the  expense  (L.2,500)  "was  defrayed  hy  the  Edinburgh       Coimty 
and  Glasgow  Railway  Company.  La^k 

The  tolls  on  the  whole  roads  are  let  in  three  senarcOe  parcels.     There         ' 

may  thus  be  said  to  be  three  main  bars  on  the  whole  roads,  besides  check-  j.^  h|]|^  b^^. 
bars.    The  nearest  toll  to  the  city  is  600  yards  from  the  parliamentary 
boundary.    The  revenue  was — 

For  the  year  1866-67,         .        .        ,        .        L.4,940    0    0 
„  1857-68,  ....  5,620     0     0 

„  1858-69,  ....  6,286     0     0 

The  revenue  is  affected  by  the  trade  being  good  or  bad,  and  for  the 
ensuing  year,  will  probably  be  L.600  or  L.600  less.  A  great  part  of  our 
revenue  is  derived  from  stone  quarries  at  Bishop's-bridge.  The  expendi- 
ture for  maintenance  and  surveyor's  salary  was — 

For  the  year  1866-67,  ....        L.3,167     611 

„  1867-58,  ....  3,368  19    8 

We  have  a  considerable  surplus  revenue,  which  has  always  been* 
applied  in  improving  the  road.    There  is  a  bonded  debt,  on  the  security 
of  the  tolls  and  the  personal  obb'gation  of  some  of  the  Trustees,  of 
L.  3,600.     There  is  also  a  floating  debt  of  about  L.6000,  due  partly  to  the 
banks,  and  partly  for  claims  connected  with  the  formation  of  a  new  road 
lately  made.     The  debt  to  the  bank  was  also  chiefly  incurred  for  making 
this  new  road.     The  road  was  completed  at  Whitsunday  1867.     We  ex- 
pect to  pay  off  our  debt  to  the  bank  in  two  or  three  years.     We  contem- 
plate, however,  farther  improvements,  particularly  in  conjunction  with  the  - 
Glasgow  Police  and  Statute  Labour  Commissioners, — ^the  improvement  of 
the  existing  archway  on  the  municipal  boundary  of  the  city,  under  the 
Forth  and  Clyde  Canal.     Should  further  improvements  not  be  made,  we 
shall  then  proceed  to  pay  off  the  remainder  of  the  debt,  or  lower  the  tolls. 
The  consolidation  of  the  three  Trusts  into  one  has  been  a  beneficial 
measure.    It  reduced  three  sets  of  books  and  accounts  to  a  single  set  of 
books  and  accounts,  and  with  one  set  of  officers  in  lieu  of  three,  thereby 
giving  a  more  efficient  control,  and  enabling,  from  the  extent  of  work 
to  be  done,  a  better  selection  of  subordinate  labour  to  be  made ;  and  also 
enabling  the  tolls  to  be  rouped  together,  so  as  to  make  payment  at  the  toll 
of  one  Trust  clear  the  others.     A  party  is  now  only  charged  one  toll  within 
four  miles,  whereas  formerly  he  had  to  nay  a  fresh  toll  whenever  he  got 
upon  the  road  of  another  Trust.    1  think  this  dhange  has  been  accomplished 
without  any  loss  of  revenue  to  the  Trust.    The  prindpal  paying  bar  is  the 
one  at  Sighthill,  through  which  most  of  the  quarry  traffic  passes. 

I  see  no  objection  to  the  principle  of  consolidation  being  carried  still 
further  in  regard  to  the  roads  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Glasgow. 

For  the  two  years  previous  to  the  consolidation  of  the  Trusts,  the  ex- 
penses of  management  in  the  three   Trusts   amounted,  per  annum, 

to L.298  18    0 

At  present,  the  clerk  has  L.75,  and  the 

treasurer  L.75,  .        .        .      L.160    0    0 

Formerly  there  was  paid 

for  the  same  duties,  L.  130  10    0 
The  present  surveyor's 

salary  is 160    0    0 

It  was  formerly,  for  the 

three  Trusts,  .        68    8    0 

The  incidental  expenses 

at  present  are      .        .        .        .  30    0    0 

Before  the  consolidation, 

they  averaged,  100    0    0 

L.293  18    0     L.330    0    0 
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Conuty  The  consolidation  was  greatlj  fadlitated  by  tbe  small  amount  of  the 

«'  debt. 

^^  The  expense  of  the  new  branch  road  which  we  made  has  already 

J.  M.  Hill,  Bsq.  <^™o^^^  ^  L.7y500,  and  there  are  further  contingencies  still  to  the 
amount  of  about  L.  1,400.  The  whole  of  this  has  been  paid  without  any 
increase  of  the  toll- rates. 

A  great  part  of  our  reyenue  is  derived  from  carters,  some  of  whom 
keep  40  or  60  horses  constantly  on  the  road,  driving  stone,  iron,  or  coal. 


Olcuffow^  Saturdeg^,  7tk  May  1859. 


MEMBERS  PBESEXT. 


William  Sxnythe,  Esq.  I  Sir  Andrew  Orr. 

Sir  James  Fergusson,  Baal.      |  Duncan  M'Laren,  Esq. 

MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  Xm.  Andrew  Hoggan^  Esq.,  Writer,  Glasgow,  Examined : — 

Andrew  j  ^^j^  joint-clerk  to  the  €hr9cuhe  Twmpike.    The  last  Act  passed  in 

aoggan,  Jfisq.  ^i^^^  thereto  was  in  1830.     The  len^h  of  the  road  is  6  miles  4  fiir- 
lonss  and  92  yards,  whereof  there  is,  within  the  parliamentary  boundai^ 
of  Glasgow,  3  miles  and  106  yiurds.    There  is  only  one  toll-bar,  wfaidi  b 
beyond  the  parliamentary  boundary.    It  is  let,  and  the  revenue  was — 
For  the  year  1850-67,  L.1^20    0    0 

„         1857-68,  ....  1,305    0    0 

The  revenue  is  on  the  increase,  a  number  of  houses  being  in  the  ooone 
of  erection  at  the  extremity  of  tbe  road.  The  expense  of  maintoiaiice 
and  surveyor's  salary  was — 

For  the  year  1856-57,  ....        L.64]     0    4 

„         1857-58,  .        .        .  662  13    6 

These  sums  are  exclusive  of  an  annual  payment  of  one  hundred  guineas 
to  the  Statute  Labour  Trust  of  the  city,  towards  the  maintenance  of  tlK 
portion  of  the  road  within  the  parliamentary  boundary, — a  sinular  sum 
being  also  payable  by  the  Glasgow,  Kirkintilloch,  and  Baldemock  Trust, 
both  Trusts  being  bound  to  pay  each  one  hundred  guineas  annually,  until 
they  are  in  a  condition  to  pay  a  principal  sum  of  L.  2,100  each.  This 
arrangement  was  made  by  the  Trustees,  and  approved  of  by  an  Act  of 
Parliament  passed  in  1855. 

The  amount  of  debt  is  L. 1,000,  on  a  bond  secured  by  the  personal  obK- 
gation  of  the  Trustees.  On  the  other  hand,  there  is  in  bank,  at  the  credit 
of  the  Trust,  a  sum  of  L.757,  which  is  meant  to  be  applied  towards  the 
Trustees'  portion  of  improving  the  bridge,  etc.,  over  the  Kelvin  at  Gar- 
scube.  We  have  every  reason  to  believe,  that  the  debt  will  soon  be  paid 
off.  In  1843  it  was  L.  12,000,  but  that  was  before  the  removal  of  the  tolls 
beyond  the  parliamentary  boundary.  The  rates  of  toll  have  also  been 
greatly  reduced. 

There  was  a  difference  of  opinion  among  the  Trustees  on  the  question, 
whether  the  arrangement  made  with  the  City  Statute  Labour  IVust  vas 
beneficial  to  the  interests  of  the  Garscube  Trust.  Hie  resi^  has  proved 
that  the  inhabitants  of  that  particular  locality  in  tbe  city  of  Grlasgow  have 
benefited  by  getting  the  use,  free  of  toll,  of  a  new  and  improved  road, 
made  out  of  the  turnpike  revenues.  A  great  portion  of  toe  traffic,  for 
which  we  formerly  drew  toll,  was,  properly  speaking,  city  traffic,  and  not 
country  traffic.    I  think  we  should  have  been  in  a  position  to  have  oar 
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toUs  stiU  farther  reduced,  if  the  bars  had  not  been  removed.  Some  of  Coontj 
the  Trustees  were  of  opinion,  that  tlw  City  Statute  Labour  Trust  should  i^^^i. 
have  taken  off  our  hands  the  whole  portion  of  the  road,  within  the  parlia-  ^H^' 
mentarj  boundary,  without  any  payment  at  all.  A  very  considerable  Andrew 
portion  of  the  above  debt  of  L.  12,000  had  been  incurred  in  the  construe-  Hoggan,  fitq*^ 
tion  of  the  roads  within  the  parliamentary  boundary. 

A  portion  of  the  road,  called  the  !New  City  Road,  extending  from  St. 
Oeorge's  Road  to  the  Garscube  Road,  upon  the  grounds  adjoining  whidi 
there  are  many  houses  built  and  being  built,  was  made  by  the  Garscube 
Trust,  without  any  contribution  on  the  part  of  the  proprietors  of  the  land, 
except  the  ground  on  which  the  road  extended.  The  value  of  their  pro- 
perty must  have  been  greatly  enhanced  by  the  jformation  of  this  road.  I 
think  this  enhanced  v^ue  would  have  justified  an  assessment  on  these 
proprietors  for  the  construction  of  the  road.  In  the  case  of  the  lands 
belonging  to  Hutchison's  Hospital,  on  the  south  side  of  Glasgow,  the 
streets  and  roads  are  all  formed  and  causewayed  at  the  expense  of  the 
proprietors  before  they  are  handed  over  to  the  Statute  Labour  Trust. 

Even  supposing  tolls  should  not  be  abolished,  I  think  a  number  of  the 
small  Trusts  shodd  be  consolidated,  and  that  very  great  advantage  would 
result  from  such  an  arrangement.  The  great  obstacles  are,  the  proper 
arrangements  necessary  on  account  of  the  debts,  and  the  different  rates  of 
toll  duties. 

I  refer,  for  further  observations,  to  my  evidence  as  to  other  roads  in 
Renfrewshire  and  Lanarkshire. 


No.  XIV.    William  Morrison^  Esq.,  of  Morrison  and  Marr,  Writers, 
Lanark,  with  whom  was  Andrew  Hoggan^  Esq.,  Examined : — 

I  am  joint-clerk  with  Mr  Marr  to  the  Lanark  and  HdmilUm  Turt^pHe      "William 
(or  Clydeside  Road).     The  Trust  is  constituted  under  an  Act  passed  in  Morrison,  Esq. 
1834,  which  also  embraces  the  Carluke  Road,  the  Corsethill  Road,  the 
Wilsonton  and  Biggar  Road,  and  the  Biggar  and  Leadhills  Road.     I  act 
for  all  of  these,  but  the  last  mentioned. 

TJta  Lanark  and  Hamilton  Turnpike  extends  to  12  miles,  with  two 
toll-bars  (besides  checks).     These  are  let,  and  the  revenue  was — 
For  the  year  1856-67,  ....        L.467  10    0 

„         1857-58,  ....  476    0    0 

The  revenue  is  rather  on  the  increase.    The  expenditure  on  maintenance 
and  surveyor's  salarr  was — 

For  the  year  1 856-57,  ....        L.366    2    6 

.,         1857-58,  .         .         .         .  316    1     4 

The  principal  debt  at  Whitsunday  1822,  and  upon  which  interest  has 
been  paid,  was  L. 2,926.  At  Whitsunday  1855,  there  was  an  arrear  of  in- 
terest on  this  sum,  amounting,  after  deducting  a  payment  of  L.400  to 
account,  to  L.4,426,  6s.  Since  Whitsunday  1866,  and  up  to  Whitsun- 
day 1868,  interest  has  been  regularly  paid  at  5  per  oent.  on  the  L.  2,926. 
The  reason  why  no  interest  was  paid  from  1822  to  1865  was,  that  during 
that  period  there  existed  a  preferable  debt,  which  has  all  been  paid  off. 
The  original  debt  of  L.2,926  was  subscriptions  for  making  the  road,  and 
rests  only  on  the  security  of  the  tolls.  Our  revenue  will  probably  be  suffi- 
cient to  enable  us  to  continue  to  pay  interest  on  the  debt,  but  not  to  pay 
off  any  arrears.  The  Caledonian  Railway  carries  off  a  great  deal  of 
traffic  from  the  road,  but  the  Trust  did  not  receive  any  compentation 
from  the  Railway  Company  on  that  account. 

The  Carluke   Turnpike  extends  to  23  miles  4  furlongs,  on  whieih 
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'  County       there  are  five  tolls,  which  are  all  let,  with  the  exception  of  one,  which 
of    '.      the  Trustees  keep  in  their  own  hands.     The  revenue  was — 
^^s^^'  For  the  year  1866-67,  ....        L.821  1«    3 

^1^^;^  „         1857-68,  ....  961     2  10 

MorriflOD  Esq.  The  expenditure  on  maintenance  and  surveyor's  salary  was — 

For  the  year  1856-67,  ....        L. 630  13    2 

„         1867-68,  .         .         .        .  86C  12     7 

The  road  required  a  considerahle  extra  repair  during  the  latter  of  these 
years.  The  clerk's  salary  is  L.IO,  the  surveyor's  Ij.35,  and  the  trea- 
surer's L.IO. 

At  Whitsunday  1868,  the  debt  was  L.9,162.  Of  this,  there  was  due  to 
subscribers,  including  unpaid  interest,  L.8,724,  178.  3d.,  and  the  re- 
mainder was  borrowed  money,  on  which  interest  has  been  regularly  paid. 
No  interest  has  ever  been  paid  on  the  subscription  debt,  and  1  am  not 
aware  that  any  of  it  has  ever  been  sold.  Of  the  borrowed  money,  L-Sll, 
2s.  2d.  is  a  preferable  debt,  but  it  only  stands  on  the  security  of  the  tolls* 
and  there  was  due  to  the  bank,  on  a  current  account,  L.116,  Os.  7d. 

The  Coraethill  Turnpike  extends  to  40  miles  4  furlongs,  and  is  entirely 
in  the  county  of  Lanark.  There  are  five  main  bars  on  it,  which  are  all 
let.     The  revenue  was — 

For  the  year  1866-57,  ....        L.790  10    0 

„         1857-58,  .  .         .  734  14     0 

The  revenue  has  not  varied  much  for  some  years,  but  was  considerably 
affected  bv  the  Caledonian  Railway.  The  expenditure,  including  sur- 
veyor's salary,  was — 

For  the  year  1866-67,  ....        L.796    9    6 

„  1857-68,  .         .         .         .  784     4  11 

The  clerk's  salary  is -L.IO,  the  treasurer's  L.20,  and  the  surveyor's  L.70. 
The  excess  of  expenditure  over  revenue  in  these  years  was  met  from  a 
balance  which  had  accumulated  in  the  treasurer's  hands.  There  is  still  a 
balance  in  his  hands  of  upwards  of  L.400.  Unless  we  reduce  the  expen- 
diture on  the  road,  we  must  anticipate  a  still  further  reduction  of  this 
balance  in  the  treasurer's  hands. 

There  is  a  debt  due  to  subscribers  of  L.1 0,471 ;  this  includes  unpaid 
interest  at  5  per  cent.  The  original  subscription  debt  amounted  to  only 
L. 3,222,  the  remainder  being  accumulated  interest. 

The  Wihonton  and  Biggar  Turnpike  extends  to  S  miles  2  furlongs, 
on  which  there  are  two  toll-bars,  which  are  near  the  two  extremities  of 
the  road.    These  are  let,  and  the  revenue  was* — 

For  the  year  1866-67,  ....        L.186 

„         1867-68,  ....  187 

The  expenditure  on  maintenance  and  surveyor's  salary  was — 

For  the  year  1866-67,  ....        L.124 

„         1867-68,  ....  161 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.10,  and  the  clerk  and  treasurer  L.7. 

The  debt  is  composed  of  subscriptions,  with  accumulated  interest,  and 
amounted,  at  Whitsunday  1868,  to  L.676.  Out  of  this,  there  is  a  sum  of 
L.400,  on  which  interest  has  been  paid,  and  a  further  sum  of  L.150,  on 
which  interest  is  also  paid  ;  but  it  is  a  question  whether  the  L.400  is  pre- 
ferable or  not ;  I  think  it  is  not.  L.60  of  the  other  debt  was  sold  for  a 
sum  of  about  L.26.     For  the  L.400,  I' believe  the  full  amount  was  pud. 

Under  the  Statute,  the  parties  constituted  Trustees  are  those  possessed 
of  the  qualification  of  L.100  Scots  of  valued  rent  in  parishes  through 
which  any  of  the  roads  pass. 

There  is  no  reason  why  all  these  roads  should  not  be  consolidated 
under  one  management,  except  that  the  Act  provides  for  the  accounts 
being  separately  kent.  The  existence  of  debt  on  particular  loads  is  abo 
an  obstacle  to  consolidation. 
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We  have  had  so  litigation  connected  mih  tolls,  and  I  have  heard  no       Coanty 
complaints  of  the  present  system.     In  my  district,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to      x   ^^  l- 
gather,  I  think  the  owners  of  property  would  be  opposed  to  the  abolition      I-aoark- 
of  tolls,  in  the  event  of  an  assessment  on  property  being  substituted.     I       WiUUun 
do  not  think  that  any  material  saving  would  be  effected  by  the  consolida-  Morrison,  Esq. 
lion  of  these  Trusts.     The  surveyor  is  generally  a  different  party,  but  the 
same  surveyor  acts  for  two  of  these  roads.    The  total  amount  of  salary 
paid  to  surveyors  in  the  district  (exclusive  of  the  Biggar  and  Leadhills 
Boad)  is  L.140.     From  the  position  of  these  roads,  I  do  not  think  it 
would  be  easy  for  one  man  to  undertake  the  duty  of  surveyor  over  the 
whole  of  the  roads,  without  a  larger  salary. 

I  am  clerk  to  the  Statute  Labour  Roads  of  the  Upper  Ward  of  Lanark- 
shire^  which  comprises  20  parishes,  with  a  clerk,  surveyor,  and  treasurer 
in  each,  one  person  genersJly  filling  these  three  offices.  There  are  ward 
meetings  every  year.  The  rate  of  conversion  is  fixed  in  the  different 
parishes,  and  often  varies  very  much.  I  assisted  in  making  up  a  state- 
ment for  the  county  last  year,  a  copy  of  which  I  see  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
Commissioners.    . 

There  is  a  good  deal  of  valuable  property  in  the  district,  such  as 
minerals  and  mills,  which  escape  assessment  under  the  present  system. 
I  Iiave  heard  no  complaint  as  to  levying  the  rate  upon  horses.  All  horses 
in  a  parish  pay  the  same  rate.  Those  who  are  assessed  on  the  plough- 
gate  do  not  pay  on  their  horses. 

The  management  of  the  statute  labour  funds  being  parochial,  the  state 
of  the  roads  in  the  different  parishes  varies  materially.  Some  of  the 
roads  are  very  bad,  owing  to  the  want  of  funds.  I  think  the  roads  should 
all  be  under  one  system  of  management ;  but  under  the  present  mode  of 
management,  the  roads  are  kept  at  considerably  l^ss  expense  than  they 
would  be  under  a  central  board. 

It  would  be  a  great  improvement  if  the  assessment  were  made  on  real 
rental  in  place  of  the  present  mode ;  but,  assuming  this  change,  I  think 
the  Trustees  should  have  the  power  of  charging  horses  in  lieu  of  an 
assessment  on  rental.  There  are  many  persons  who  have  six  or  eight 
horses  using  the  roads,  but  who  pay  only  a  small  rent. 

Shotdd  the  mode  of  assessment  be  altered,  the  Trustees  should  have 
the  power  of  making  provision  for  paying  off  the  existing  debt,  as,  in  some 
instances,  they  are  personally  responsible  for  it. 


No.  XV.  Alexander  Anderson^  Esq.,  Lanark,  Examined : — 

I  am  clerk  and  treasurer  to  the  Croesford  Bridge  Tnut.    There  are     A.  Ander- 
about  600  yards  of  approaches  to  the  brictge,  which  the  Trustees  keep  up.      son,  Esq. 
The  bridge  was  built  under  an  Act  dated  in  1834 ; — ^under  that  Act  the 
Trustees  were  empowered  to  put  on  a  pontage  and  to  borrow  money,  in 
addition  to  L.850,  which  was  subscribed  by  various  parties  interested. 
The  Trustees  borrowed  L.  1,800.     The  pontage  is  let. 

The  rent  for  the  year  1866-7  was .  .        .    L.300    0    0 

,,  1857-8   ,,    .         .         .         .         151     0    q 

The  reduction  is  caused  by  the  opening  of  the  Lesmahagow  Railway,  whidi 
carried  off  almost  all  the  coal  traffic.  We  do  not  anticipate  any  increase 
of  revenue  in  future.     It  is  let  for  the  ensuing  year  at  L.108. 

The  whole  of  the  money  borrowed  was  paid  off  at  Lammas  last ;  but 
the  subscription  debt  still  continues,  and  interest  at  5  per  cent,  is  re- 
gularly paid  upon  it.  We  expect  our  present  revenue  will  still  be  suffi- 
cient to  keep  up  the  bridge,  and  pay  the  interest  on  the  debt  and  a  small 
proportion  of  the  principal. 
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County  There  is  no  surveyor,  and  the  clerk  imd  treamrer  have  Ii.10.     I  tkmild 

<^^  think  L.30  a  year  should  cover  the  annual  outlay  for  repairs. 

^°"^^'  Some  of  the  Bubscription  debts  have  been  sold.      Lord  Douglas*  debt 

A.  Ander-  ^^'^  ^^^  ^^^  Li.75,  but  all  the  other  debts  brought  theur  full  nominal  value. 
9011,  Esq. 


No.  XVI.  John  GiNf,  Esq.,  Banker,  Lesmahagow, 

J.  Gibb,  Esq.  ^  ^^"^  clsrk  and  treasurer  to  the  QarUm  BtHd^e  Trust.  The  bridge  was 
built  over  the  Clyde,  under  an  Act  passed  in  1811,  and  opened  in  the  year 
1817. 

Subscriptions  were  paid  to  the  amount  of  .        .    L. 2,307  12     0 
There  was  also  borrowed  on  the  security  of  the  pont- 
age, a  sum  of 3,600    O    O 

The  Trust  merely  repair  the  roadway  of  the  bridge  itself.      The  pontage 
is  let,  and  the 

Rent  for  the  year  1856-7,  was       ....     L.146    0     0 

„  „  1867-8, 210     0     0 

The  revenue  is  irregular,  and  is,  upon  the  whole,  perhaps  falling,  in  coor 
/  sequence  of  the  traffic  being  diverted  by  the  Lesmahagow  Railway.    The 

average  income  for  the  last  five  years  has  been  L.187. 

The  annual  cost  of  repairs  and  incidents,  on  an  average,  is  about  L.i5, 
which  includes  clerk's  salary  of  six  guineas. 

We  have  paid  off  L.  1,250  of  the  borrowed  money, — ^npon  the  remainder 
we  pay  interest  at  6  per  cent.,  regularly,  but  not  upon  the  sabscription 
debt,  Dor  upon  an  additional  debt  of  L.707,  Avhich  was  advanced  by  one 
of  the  parties  interested,  in  addition  to  his  subscription. 

The  L.3,000  was  borrowed  simply  on  the  security  of  the  tolls;  and  the 
preferable  debt  now  stands  at  L.  1,750.  I  have  made  no  calculation  of  tlie 
amount  of  unpaid  interest  on  the  subscription  debt. 

The  estates  of  some  of  the  subscribers  to  the  bridge  must  have  been 
benefited  by  its  erection ;  but  I  see  among  them  the  names  of  some  parties 
not  immediately  connected  with  the  locality,  but  nearly  all  connected 
with  the  county. 


No.  XVII.  Robert  Jack,  Esq.,  Surveyor,  I^anark,  Examined  : — 

K.  Jack,  Esq.  ^  ^^  clerk  and  surveyor  to  the  IViUontown  and  Lanark  Turnpike.  The 
existing  Act  regulating  the  Trust,  is  dated  in  1840,  and  has  not  reference 
to  any  other  road.  There  are  10^  miles  of  road  entirely  in  the  county  of 
Lanark.  There  are  three  tolls  besides  check-bars.  Two  of  the  tolls  arc 
always  let  to  the  same  tacksman.     The  revenue  was — 

For  the  year  1856-7, L.148    0    0 

„  1867-8, 161     0    0 

Our  revenue  used  to  be  much  higher,  arising  formerly  firom  the  traffic  in 
connection  with  the  iron  works  at  Wilsontown,  and  latterly  from  that  be- 
tween the  Lanark  Station  of  the  Caledonian  Railway  and  the  town  <^ 
Lanark ;  but  the  stoppage  of  these  works,  and  the  branch  railway  made 
to  Lanark,  carried  off  the  main  portion  of  the  tiaffic.  The  exp^diture 
for  maintenance  and  surveyor's  salary  was — 

For  the  year  1856-7, L,91  15  10 

„  1857-8, 104  17    2 

The  expenditure  has  also  diminished.  My  salary  as  derk  and  surveyor 
isL.SO. 

There  is  a  bonded  debt  of  L.3,250.     This  money  was  raised  on  the  per- 
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sonid  securiij  of  certain  of  the  Tmstecs,  bat  the  obligants  have  paid  up       County 
the  bonds,  and  become  themselTcs  creditors  of  the  Tnut.     These  paxties  ^^ 

have  also  been  obliged  to  pay  interest  at  varions  times,  when  the  proper      ^^**"*'^'^' 
revenue  of  the  road  was  imable  to  do  so, — and,  on  account  of  these  advances,  -^  j^^^  ^„ 
I  have  repaid,  since  I  became  clerk,  the  sum  of  L.770.      At  present,  I     '         '       ' 
believe  the  amount  still  claimed  by  these  parties  for  advances  and  unpaid 
interest,  is  at  least  L.2,879, — but  this  is  uncertain,  as  no  pn^ier  statement 
has  been  brought  down  to  the  present  time.    We  have  never  put  down  the 
amount  of  original  subscriptions  as  a  debt. 

The  traffic  on  the  road  is  now  entirely  local.  The  parties  who  pay  the 
tolls  are  exdusively  those  resident  in  the  locaBty.  iU  leasty  the  through 
traffic  ia  inconsidentble,  and  cannot  be  depended  on. 


Qla^ow,  Tueiday,  \Oth  Moy  1859. 


MKMBRBS  PRESENT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.  |  Sir  Andrew  Orr. 

Duncan  M'Laren,  Esq. 

MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CEIAIR. 


No.  XVin.  Thomas  Bennie  Scott,  Esq.,  Examined  : — 

I  have  been  fiactor  on  the  Douglas  Estates  in  the  County  of  Lanark  for  Thomas  R. 
27  years.  I  have  drawn  up  the  following  notes  for  the  information  of  the  Scott,  Esq. 
Commissioners : — 

Notes  on  the  Abolition  of  Toll-Babs  and  Statute  Labour  Assess- 
ment, in  the  Countt  of  Lanark.  By  Thomas  Kennie  8cott,  Factor 
on  Douglas. 

I  am  aware  that  since  1845,  when  Mr  Pagan  published  his  *<Boad 
Reform,"  and  furnished  much  valuable  information  on  the  management  of 
turnpikes,  and  the  expense  of  this  mode  of  collecting  the  revenue,  there  has 
been  a  growing  desire  on  the  part  of  many  that  tolls  should  be  abolished, 
and  some  other  plan  substituted  for  raising  the  requisite  funds  for  uphold- 
ing the  roads,  and  liquidating  the  debt. 

However,  in  my  opinion,  that  of  raising  the  revenue  by  means  of  toll- 
bars  is  the  most  equitable  system  that  could  be  devised,  in  so  far  as 
regards  the  county  of  Lanark.  Our  roads  are  upheld'  in  first-rate  con- 
dition, and  those  who  use  them  contribute  no  more  than  a  due  and 
reasonable  share  towards  their  maintenance  and  management,  as  well  as 
towards  the  liq^uidation  of  the  debt  contracted  at  their  original  formation 
or  subsequent  improvement.  Some  cases  of  hardship  occasionally  occur, 
but  when  these  are  represented  to  the  Trustees,  a  reasonable  compromise 
is  made  previous  to  the  letting  of  the  toU-bai-s. 

No  doubt  it  would  be  desirable,  could  a  less  expensive  mode  of  collecting 
the  dues  be  established,  and  the  inconvenience  arising  irom  the  paying 
of  these  be  avoided ;  but  these  are  the  only  grievances  complained  of, 
as  I  never  heard  of  incivility  from  a  toll-keeper  where  evasion  was  not 
attempted. 

It  appears  to  me  that  the  abolitionists  aim  at  too  much  by  wishing  to 
amalgamate  statute  labour  roads  with  turnpikes,  and  putting  the  whole 
under  one  management.    Now,  tolls  are  the  only  grievance  complained 
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County       of,  while  the  statute  labour  roads  are  under  popular  and  economical 

^^  management.    Nobody  complains  of  them ;  and  to  put  them  into  a  fashion- 

^"^  '      able  state  as  to  gradients  and  repair,  would  require  an  inunense  outlay. 

Thomas  B.        Three  different  modes  of  assessment  have  been  suggested  for  raising 

Scott,  Esq.    funds  in  lieu  of  toll-bars. 

I.  On  rental. 

II.  On  horses. 

UI.  Partly  on  rental,  and  partly  on  horses. 

Each  of  these  modes  has  its  respective  advocates  according  to  the  pe- 
culiar circumstances  of  the  counties  in  which  they  are  located ;  but  I  am 
of  opinion,  that  the  second  one,  ^  on  horses  alone/*  would  be  mo6t  suit- 
able for  Lanarkshire, — as  in  the  upper  part  of  the  county,  tenants  pay 
large  rents  who  seldom  have  a  horse  on  a  turnpike  road,  while  thej  con- 
tribute, by  being  assessed  for  statute  labour,  to  uphold  the  roads  which 
they  use,  and  by  the  assessment  on  horses,  will  contribute  their  share  for 
upholding  turnpikes. 

With  these  views,  I  think  that  any  Act  for  a  change  in  the  law,  ought 
to  be  general  and  compulsory,  and  that  if  statute  labour  management  'n 
amalgamated  with  tmrnpike  roads,  the  assessment  for  statute  labour  should 
remain  as  at  present,  and  the  proceeds  be  handed  over  to  the  general 
county  road  fund. 

That  the  city  of  Glasgow  and  the  burghs  in  the  county  should  continue 
to  manage  the  streets,  bridges,  and  roads,  within  their  bounds,  but  that 
no  pontages  or  tolls  should  be  erected  or  continued  therein  : — ^the  citizens 
and  burghers  enjoying  the  landward  roads  in  exchange  for  their  streets. 

Besides  the  assessment  on  horses,  and  for  statute  kbour,  there  will  re- 
quire to  be  one  on  proprietors  alone,  for  paying  off  the  debt  on  turnpike 
roads, — as  these  may  be  valued  by  commissioners  appointed  by  the  Crown. 

Statistics  of  Lanarkshire. 

1.  Rental   of  landward   part,   exclusive   of    Glasgow    and    burghs. 

L.1,000,000, 

2.  Length  of  county  turnpike  roads,  383  miles. 

3.  Revenue  of  county  tolls,  L.21,866. 

4.  ToU-bars,  71. 

Checks,  86. 


157  Collectors. 

5.  Debt,  being  one-third  of  the  whole  county  debt,  L.  123,090, 

6.  Horses,  allowing  6,000  for  Glasgow  and  burgh,  10,000. 


Statute  Labour  Roads. 

The  statute  labour  roads  extend  to  916  miles. 
The  revenue  in  1857  was  L.  8,538. 
Debt,      ....      8,501. 


Turnpike  Roads. 

Supposing  Lanarkshire  adopted  the  second  plan^-that  of  assessing  on 
horses,  to  raise  the  funds  necessary  for  upholding  turnpike  roads — the 
sessment  would  be,  from  the  above  statistics,  nearly  as  follows — 

Present  revenue  from  tolls,        .         .        .        L.  2 1,866     0    0 
From  which,  deduct  a  fourth  as  the  propor- 
tion saved  by  the  abolition,    .         .        .  5,466  10    0 

Leaving  to  be  provided  for  by  assessment,  .        L.  16,399  10    0 
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Horses,  Agricaltnral,  5,000  at  208.,  . 
Riding  and  Carria^  do.,  2,600  at  408., 
Oarrien  and  Carters'  do.,  2,500  at  60s.,     . 
Additional  from  rents  of  Toll-houses,  and 
from  Mules  and  Donkeys, 

Leaying  for  rerenue, 


L.5,000  0  0 

5,000  0  0 

7,500  0  0 

500  0  0 

L.18,000  0  0 


Or  to  raise  L.18,000  on  an  assessment  on  rental,  would  require 
4d.  32  per  £. 


Debt. 


The  deht  for  the  whole  county  is  L.375,274,  of  which  one-third  would 
fall  to  the  landward  part — viz.,  L.  125,091 : — ^the  real  value  of  which, 
taking  the  same  at  one-half,  or  L.62,545,  would  require  an  assessment  on 
proprietors  of  one  penny  per  £  on  rental ;  in  order  that  this  sum  might 
be  extinguished  in  twenty  years,  when  the  assessment  would  cease. 

Thos.  R.  Scott. 

9ih  May  1859. 

The  great  portion  of  the  debt  in  the  county  was  contracted  by  pro- 
prietors borrowing  money  to  make  the  roads,  or  advancing  it  out  of  their 
own  pockets. 

With  regard  to  what  I  have  stated  in  the  above  notes  as  to  the  debt,  I 
cannot  say  what  proportion  should  exactly  fall  upon  the  burghs;  but 
I  assumed  the  proportion  as  stated,  and  whatever  it  may  be,  I  am  of 
opinion  that  debt  contracted  in  the  landward  part  of  the  county  for  the 
eonstruction  of  roads  therein,  should  be  borne  by  the  landward  proprietors  ; 
and  I  would  hold,  on  the  same  principle,  that  whatever  debts  have  been 
contracted  by  the  burghs  for  then:  roads,  should  be  borne  by  them. 

I  consider  that  making  good  roads  is  a  means  of  improving  property,  as 
much  as  drainage  or  other  improvements,  and  has  the  effect  of  raising  the 
rents.  The  conclusion  I  draw  from  this  is,  that  the  expense  of  making 
roads  is  a  burden  which  properly  falls  on  the  owners  of  land. 

I  think  the  inequalities  under  the  toll  system  are  less  than  would  exist 
under  any  other  system. 

There  is  much  less  through  traffic  on  the  turnpikes  now  than  formerly, — 
what  is  left  is  chiefly  local,  and  of  the  same  character  as  what  exists  on 
the  statute  labour  roads.  The  parties  thus  using  the  roads  for  local 
traffic  are  principally  those  who  would  pay  under  an  assessment,  and  who 
now  pay  the  statute  labour. 

T)ie  present  statute  labour  assessment  is  never  complained  of;  and  if 
the  turnpikes  and  statute  labour  roads  were  to  be  amalgamated,  I  would 
leave  the  present  system  of  statute  labour  untouched.  The  statute  labour 
assessment,  I  am  aware,  does  not  fall  in  proportion  to  the  rent. 

If  toUs  were  abolished,  I  would  prefer  the  system  of  assessment  on 
horses,  with  classification.  There  would,  I  am  aware,  be  a  great  difficulty 
in  levying  a  sum  of  L. 3  in  one  sum  from  a  poor  carter  or  carrier. 

A  great  portion  of  the  debt  for  which  Lord  Douglas  became  liable,  I 
consider  almost  valueless.  The  Gorsethill  Trust  owes  about  L.4,000,  of 
which  we  shall  never  get  a  farthing.  On  the  death  of  Archibald,  Lord 
Douglas,  he  was  a  creditor  on  the  QIasgow  and  Carlisle  Road  to  the  ex- 
tent of  between  L.3,000  and  L.4,000,  which  his  executors  sold  about 
1844  for  a  third  of  the  nominal  value.  The  parties  to  whom  this  was 
Bold^  have  realised  the  whole  sum. 

Lord  Douglas  has  large' cattle  and  sheep  farms,  and  I  think  it  would  be 
unjust  to  tax  these  on  the  same  footing  as  other  farms,  as  they  make 
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so  much  less  use  of  the  roads.  .  It  is  an  object  to  these  parties  to  hare 
good  roads,  but  the  statute  labour  roads  are  j^ood  enough  for  the  purpose. 
They  pay  at  present  on  the  ploughgate,  but  nobody  knows  what  a  plough- 
gate  is. 

My  opinion  is,  that  under  a  system  of  assessment,  25  per  cent,  of  the 
present  amount  levied  from  tolls  would  be  saved.  In  addition  to  this,  the 
letting  of  the  toll-houses  would  effect  a  farther  saving  of  about  L.300. 
Probably  the  coUeetion  of  the  tax  on  horses  would  not  exceed  5  per  cent., 
or  L.900  a  year.  There  would  thus  be  a  nett  saving  of  L.4,500  a  year  by 
substituting  the  one  system  for  the  other.  I  think  farther,  that  at  least 
L.2,000  a-year  would  be  saved  in  the  shape  of  separate  clerk's,  treasurer's, 
and  surveyor's  salaries,  cost  of  Acts  of  Parliament,  etc.  This  would 
make  the  saving  about  L.7,000,  or  one-third  of  the  whole  revenue  pre- 
sently raised  by  tolls.  I  admit,  therefore,  that  it  would  be  very  desiisble 
to  abolish  a  system  i^oducing  such  results.  In  my  estimate  of  the 
number  of  horses  in  the  county  at  10,000, 1  deduct  6,000  for  horses  is 
burghs,  from  the  number  stated  in  the  table  drawn  up  by  the  county 
committee. 

My  calculations  all  assumed  that  the  statute  labour  should  continue  to 
be  collected  as  at  present,  and  handed  over  to  the  couaty  Tmateea  in 
addition  to  the  tax  on  horses ;  and  I  would  rather  not  inteHere  with  the 
statute  labour  roads  at  all,  for  we  have  916  miles  of  these  whiah  would 
all  require  a  considerable  outlay  upon  them.  If  peoide  were  eaUed  upon 
to  pay  a  higher  sum  for  roads,  they  would  expect  to  have  better  roads. 

If  tolls  were  abolished,  I  would  be  prepared  to  go  into  an  impartial  in- 
vestigation  as  between  burghs  and  counties;  and  I  think  it  would  be  lair 
that  burghs  should  pay  a  proportion  of  the  debt  on  roads  whidi  come  with- 
in their  boundaries,  in  proportion  to  the  length  of  that  portion  as  com- 
pared with  the  total  leujgth  of  the  road ;  if  it  should  be  shown  under  such 
an  investigation,  that  that  proportion  had  not  already  been  paid  by  the 
tolls  raised  within  these  boundaries. 


No.  XIX.  John  Wiikisy  Esq.,  Writer,  Glasgow,  Examined :~ 

J.  ^VlIkie,  Esq.  I  am  one  of  the  Trustees  of  the  South  Portland  Street  SuspeneuM 
Bridge^  Glasgow,  to  which  Mr  Gemmell  is  clerk ;  but  he  is  from  home. 

It  was  buUt  under  a  special  Act  of  Parliament  in  1852-S3.  It  is 
merely  a  foot  bridge,  and  was  built  for  the  accommodation  of  the  inhabi- 
tants generally — many  of  those  who  carry  on  business  on  one  side  of  the 
river  living  on  the  other. 

The  revenue  on  an  average  is  L.2  per  diem,  at  a  halfpenny  per  head. 

Money  was  raised  on  loan,  the  interest  of  which  is  paid  by  the  pontage. 
We  are  paying  off  no  portion  of  the  capital,  however ;  but,  on  the  am- 
trary,  are  rather  increasing  the  debt.  When  the  capital  is  paid  gS,  the 
bridge  is  to  be  free  of  toll,  as  provided  by  the  Act.  We  collect  the  toll 
ourselves.  The  total  amount  of  the  deb t  is  about  L.9,000.  The  Trustees 
are  personally  responsible  to  the  bank  for  the  money  advanced.  At  pre- 
sent we  are  paying  6^  per  cent.    Formerly  we  paid  a  higher  rate. 

Out  of  the  revenue  of  L.2  per  diem  we  have  to  pay  the  coUedocs 
salary  and  keep  up  the  bridge,  besides  meeting  the  interest  of  the  debt. 
We  have  two  collectors — one  at  188.  per  week»  and  the  other  at  lOs.  The 
clerk  and  treasurer  have  ten  guineas  each. 

I  think  it  would  be  an  advantage  that  aU  the  bridges  in  Glasgjow  should 
be  consolidated  under  one  Trust.  If  the  Trusts  were  united,  we  should  be 
enabled  to  get  the  money  at  a  mudi  easier  rate.  If  the  pontage  on  our 
bridge  wore  removed,  the  traffic  oa  the  lower  bridge  would  be  conaidesably 
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eased.    It  has  been  proposed  to  widen  tbe  lower  bridge,  on  aocoont  of  the       Comity 
great  traffic ;  but  this  would  spoil  tbe  fine  appearance  of  this  beautiful  ^ 

bridge,  and  would  cost  a  very  large  sum.     The  throwing  open  of  our      Lanark, 
bridge  would  answer  all  the  purposes  required.    I  think  there  is  no  pros-  j  Yf'xWAe  Esq. 
pect  of  tbe  revenue  increasing  so  as  to  reduce  the  debt. 

I  have  turned  my  attention  to  the  subject  of  roads  generally,  and  was 
one  of  the  committee  named  by  the  Commissioners  of  Supply  for  the 
county  of  Lanark  on  the  subject  of  tbe  abolition  of  tolls.    The  resolutions    ' 
passed  by  that  committee  were  unanimous. 

I  do  not  apprehend  any  difficulty  would  be  experienced  in  an  assess- 
ment on  horses. 

I  may  state  that  I  myself  lived  three  miles  out  of  town,  and  from  what 
I  have  seen  of  the  conduct  of  the  tollman,  I  have  great  reason  to  complain 
of  his  proceedings.  It  is  upon  the  Great  Western  Road  this  toll  I  more 
spedallj  refer  to.  The  tollman  insists  on  weighing  every  cart  that  he 
thinks  18  an  overweight,  and  exacts  the  full  amount.  It  is  a  constant  case 
of  heartburning.  I  have  heard  of  twenty  shillings  being  demanded  for 
toll  upon  a  single  cart  or  lorry.  There  are  also  constant  questions  arising 
on  Sundays,  as  to  whether  parties  claiming  exemption  are  going  to  or  re- 
turning from  church.  I  believe  such  annoyances  as  these  exist  at  almost 
all  the  leading  bars  around  Glasgow. 

I  acted  as  agent  in  obtaining  a  reduction  of  tolls  on  the  Cambuslang 
and  Muirkirk  Road,  when  the  last  Act  was  passing  through  Parliament. 
This  was  a  renewal  of  their  Act.  A  large  expense  was  incurred  on  both 
sides.  The  expense  of  the  opposition  by  my  clients  was  about  L.2,000. 
Another  set  of  parties,  pretended  creditors  on  the  road,  incurred  an 
amount  of  expense  equal  to  what  my  clients  had  to  pay,  and  the  expense 
to  the  Trustees  was  probably  more.  There  were  at  one  time  about  a 
dozen  counsel  and  agents  engaged  in  the  case.  The  total  expense  would 
probably  not  be  less  than  L. 7,000.  I  am  aware  that  a  similar  contest 
took  place  in  Parliament  in  regard  to  the  Renfrewshire  roads  two  years 
ago,  and  that  a  large  expense  was  incurred. 

I  now  reside  within  the  parliamentary  boundary  of  the  city  of  Gla.sgow, 
and  I  may  state  that  I  would  much  prefer  paying  even  a  considerable  as- 
sessment on  horses,  to  being  subjected  to  the  trouble  and  annoyance  of 
being  detained  at  toll-bars.  I  deprecate  very  much  the  expense  incurred 
to  the  various  Trusts  in  management,  for  clerks,  treasurers,  etc.,  and 
owing  to  combination  between  the  tacksmen — who,  1  believe,  occasionally 
give  money  to  others  to  prevent  them  competing  for  the  toll-bars — i.e., 
they  arrange  with  one  another  to  the  effect  that,  if  the  one  don't  bid  for 
toll  A,  the  other  won't  do  so  for  toll  B.  I  think  that  in  this  way  the 
system  necessarily  leads  to  a  ^eat  loss  to  the  public.  Some  of  the  tacks- 
men are  believed  to  have  realised  large  sums  of  money.  A  system  of  col- 
lection by  the  Trustees  might  prevent  collusion  such  as  I  have  spoken  of, 
but  I  do  not  think  such  a  course  could  be  followed  with  perfect  security 
from  peculation  on  the  part  of  the  collectors. 

If  an  arrangement  were  made  by  which  the  city  of  Glasgow  were  to 
maintain  all  the  streets,  roads,  and  bridges  within  its  parliamentary 
boundaries,  and  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  debt — supposing  that  tolls 
were  abolished  generally — I  think  that,  as  between  the  city  and  the 
county,  the  county  people  would  nmke  an  excellent  bargain,  for  they  make 
far  more  use  of  our  streets  than  we  do  of  their  roads,  and  for  other 
reasons.  As  a  question  of  principle,  I  should  have  no  objection  to  each 
party  maxntaining  what  was  within  their  own  limits,  and  paying  a  iair  pro- 
portion of  the  d^t ;  but  I  have  not  considered  what  the  relative  cost  per 
£  migfat  be  in  either  way. 

I  ean  state  that  the  feeling  is  quite  general  in  Glasgow  and  the  snr- 
itmnding  dittiicts  in  favour  of  the  removal  of  tolls,  and  that  the  inhabit^ 
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County  ants  would  be  willing  to  pay  any  equitable  assessment  that  would  thus 
-  ^^  ,  be  rendered  necessary.  1  think  that  under  such  a  system  there  would  be 
I^''-  a  general  saving  to  all  parties. 
J.  Wilkie,  Esq.  ^^  ^^®  Muirkirk  Road,  I  have  been  informed  that  debts  to  a  very  erm- 
siderable  amount  have  been  purchased  at  a  very  low  price  compared  with 
the  nominal  value,  by  parties  who  are  now  Trustees  on  the  road,  or  those 
representing  these  Trustees.  Those  parties  would  have  an  interest  in 
keeping  up  the  tolls,  so  as  to  increase  as  much  as  possible  the  value  of 
their  debt.  This  was  the  ground  of  their  opposition  in  Parliament.  The 
interest  of  these  parties  is  adverse  to  that  of  the  public,  for  whose  behoof 
the  Trust  was  constituted,  so  far  as  regards  the  reduction  of  toll.  The 
original  debt,  which  was  incurred  so  far  back  as  1782-84,  was,  I  think, 
about  L.  12,000;  and  in  1853  it  had  amounted,  with  accumulated  interest, 
to  L. 70, 000,  or  thereabouts.  Since  then,  a  sum  of  money,  amounting  to 
upwards  of  L.27,000,  has  been  paid  to  those  creditors  showing  a  title  to 
receive  the  same,  and  the  balance  has  been  consigned  in  bank  to  meet  the 
others.  It  is  also  said  that  another  dividend  of  ds.  6d.  in  the  £  has  been 
declared.  These  debts  were  contracted,  as  I  have  stated  before,  about 
eighty  years  ago,  and  were  of  the  nature  of  subscription  debts  for  the 
original  formation  of  the  road.  The  Committee  in  Parliament  reduced 
the  tolls  on  the  ground  of  the  hardship  which  the  inhabitants  of  Gla^^w 
and  the  neighbourhood  suffered  by  being  saddled  with  large  toll  duties  at 
the  bars  in  and  just  contiguous  to  the  city,  whilst  they  only  used  an  in- 
finitesimal part  of  the  road.  The  large  revenue  collected  at  these  bars 
went  to  uphold  the  more  distant  parts,  as  far  as  Muirkirk.  The  reduction 
made  was  from  6d.  to  2d.  The  committee  also  considered  that  the  great 
additional  traffic  that  would  be  brought  on  the  road  by  lowering  the  tolls 
would  help  to  make  up  for  any  deficiency  of  revenue  caused  by  the  reducs 
tion.  The  duties  levied  were  very  severe,  and  felt  much  by  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Glasgow,  rich  and  poor—it  being  by  this  road  that  the  coal  for 
use  in  the  city  principally  found  its  way. 

It  may  be  stated,  that  the  legality  of  the  debt,  cts  against  the  Trust  or 
Boards  has  been  questioned,  on  the  ground  that  such  consisted  of  contri- 
butions to  the  formation  of  the  road,  principally  by  parties  through  whose 
estates  the  road  was  to  be  made,  and  that  repayment  of  such  was  never 
contemplated. 


Olagffow^  Wednesday,  lltli  May  1859. 


William  Smythe,  Esq. 
Sir  James  Fergusson,  Bart. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

Sir  Andrew  Orr. 
Duncan  M'Laren,  Ejq. 

MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  XX.  James  Dunlop  Hamilton,  Esq.,  Writer,  Glasgow,  Examined  : 

James  D.  ^  ^™  ^^^^^  *^  ^^®  Camhuslavg  and  Muirkirk  Turnpike,  and  the  Dal- 

Hamilton,  Esq.  marnock  Bridge  Trusts,  which  are  both  comprehended  in  an  Act  passed 
in  1842.  The  accounts  were  formerly  kept  separate,  but  the  pontage  is 
now  removed  from  Dalmarnock  Bridge  (the  original  debt  being  all  paid 
off),  and  the  bridge  is  now  maintained  as  part  of  the  road.  The  length 
of  the  road  is  about  55  miles,  whereof  about  3  J  are  within  the  parliament- 
ary boundaries  of  Glasgow.  There  is  one'  toll  and  eight  check-bars 
within  the  parliamentary  boundaries,  and,  on  the  line  of  xtutd,  there 
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are  other  eleven  toll-ban,  ezdnsive  of  checks.     The  road  extends  from      County 
Olasgow  to  Muirkirk  on  one  line,  and  from  Glasgow  to  Hamilton  by  an-      .  ^         , 
other  line,— and,  in  an  east  and  west  direction,  from  Hamilton  to  the  con-      ^"'* 
fines  of  the  county  of  Renfrew,  near  Eaglesham.     The  tolls  are  let,  and     jtmM  D. 
the  revenue  was->  Hamilton,  Esq. 

For  the  year  1856-57, Ii.8,056    6    8 

„  1867-58, 8,112    0    0 

The  revenue  fluctuates  considerably.    I  produce  the  following  abstract, 
showing  the  revenue  since  1855-56. 
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^owtf  Froni  this  Btfttemeat  it  appem,  ^at  about  UDee-fmrthi  of  tke  vUe 

^-       xeveune  n  levied  witbin  tlie  pariiamentaiy  boundaries,  or  m  the  mmiediate 

*^""*'      TJicniity  of  Qiaflg;ow.      Hie  expenditure  on  maiatenaace  and  awejor^ 

JeowB  J}      ■•l<"7  waa^ 

S«mtltoo,  Esq.         For  the  year  1856-57, L.6687  14  3 

„  1857-58, 6002    5  11 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.150,  and  the  derk  and  treasurer  have  L.100 
1. 

The  debt  at  Whitsunday  1858  was    .        .        .    L.e0,299  11  6 

But  there  was  in  bank, 23^4    4  0 

Leaving    .  .    L.36,S35    7     6 

Interest  is  aeeumulating  on  the  debt  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent.,  whereas  we 
only  receive,  at  present,  2  per  cent,  for  the  money  at  our  credit  in  the 
bulk.  The  reason  why  we  accumulate  this  sum  in  the  bank  is,  that  we 
do  not  know  who  the  parties  axe  that  are  creditors  in  some  cases.  A  large 
portion  of  our  debt  is  in  a  very  peculiar  situation.  The  Trustees  raised 
an  actios  of  multiplepoindiiig,  with  the  view  to  ascertain  who  the  crediton 
were,  and  make  them  prove  their  titles.  Claims  were  lodged  .by  a  number, 
but  without  instructing  any  title ;  and  by  a  vote  of  a  General  Meeting 
of  Trustees,  decree  was  allowed  to  pass  for  the  sums  claimed,  bat  subject 
to  the  production  of  regular  titles  before  the  sums  decerned  for  were  pcud. 
The  sum  of  L.60,299,  lis.  6d.  includes  accumulation  of  interest  Lide- 
pendent  of  interest  so  accumulated,  the  original  debt  amounted  to 
L.8,991, 15s.  Id.  The  debt  was  ineurred  to  proprietors  interested  in  the 
line  of  the  Muirkirk  Eoad,  and  the  road  from  Hamilton  towards  Eagles- 
ham,  in  respect  of  subscriptions  advanced  by  them  far  constructing  these 
roads.  These  subscription  debts  have  boi»e  interest  since  the  dates  of 
their  respective  payments,  towards  the  dose  of  last  century,  and  the  prind- 
pal  sums  and  interest  have  been  three  times  accumulated  into  capital 
sums,  vis.,  in  1707,  in  1818,  and  again  at  Whitsunday  1853.  In  1853, 
a  statement  was  made  out  which  showed  the  then  total  amount  of  debt, 
including  interest,  to  be  L.69,208, 28.  8d.  Since  that  time  we  have  paid 
off  the  difference  between  its  present  amount  and  the  sum  at  which  it  was 
then  stated.  For  a  long  eoorse  of  years,  I  bdieve  the  revenues  of  the 
roads  did  no  more  than  keep  them  up,  and  it  is  comparativelj  recently 
that  any  surplus  revenue  has  existed.  There  is  a  clause  in  our  Act  re- 
quiring that  all  the  tolls  in  the  vicinity  of  Glasgow,  nearer  than  the  Shaw- 
iield  and  Dalmamock  Bars,  diall  be  removed  as  soon  as  the  debt  is  paid 
off.  The  present  system  of  management  by  whidi  we  are  accumulating 
interest  on  our  debt  at  6  per  cenL,  and  drawing  only  2  per  cent,  for  the 
sum  at  our  credit  in  the  bank,  certainly  tends  to  postpone  the  period  at 
which  the  debt  can  be  paid  off.  The  difference  between  the  twf  rates  ia 
loss  to  the  Trust.  I  snould  explain,  however,  that  upon  those  portiona 
of  the  debt,  accumulated  as  at  Whitsunday  1853^  and  decerned  lor  in  the 
Court  of  Session  decree^  before  mentioned,  to  which  creditors  have  not 
yet  produced  titles^ — ^the  Trustees  do  not  hold  the  Trust  liable  ibr  more 
than  bank  rates  of  interest;  and  that  upon  the  sum  of  L.14,144»  78.  4d. 
(being  the  amount  of  dividends  which  have  not  yet  been  paid  to  those 
creditors  who  have  been  unable  to  prove  their  title^,  we  have  accnmulated 
interest  since  20th  July  1853,  at  the  bank  rate  only,  which  is  included  in 
the  said  sum  of  L.60,299,  Us.  6d.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  reason  whv  in- 
terest should  not  be  ammaUy^paid  upon  that  portion  of  the  debt  to  wnich 
the  creditors  have  proved  their  titks.  Some  of  Uie  Trustees  are  them- 
selves creditors  to  a  condderable  extent.  I  do  not  know  that  any  of  the 
debts  were  secured  by  the  personal  guarantee  of  any  of  the  Trustees,  with 
the  exception  of  one,  which  the  Trustees  who  wem  perstaudlj  bound  were 
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obliged  to  pay  up  aome  time  ago,  and  they  now  stand  as  creditors  in  room       GQ«a^ 
iS  the  ori^rinal  bondholders.    Some  of  the  debts  were,  I  believe,  purchased  ^ 

er  bargained  fer  by  Mr  James  Graham  of  Fereneze,  but  I  do  not  know  tbe       \^^|^' 
price  that  was  paid  or  ba^ained  for.    The  other  debts,  so  fiu*  as  I  know,     Jatnc*  D. 
siili  bekmg  to  the  original  creditors  or  thebr  representatives.     The  magis-  Hamiltov,  Ssq. 
trates  of  Glasgow  were  originally  creditors  fioar  a  sum  of  L.  1200.    In  1863| 
they  stood  as  creditors  for  L.4,316, 15s.  $d.     This  debt  and  another  debt 
due  to  Lady  Pnlteney's  executcm,  were  held  by  the  Trustees  to  be  prefer^ 
able;  but  one  of  the  other  creditoors,  Mr  Graham  of  Fereneie,  obtained  an 
interdict  against  the  Trustees^  to  prevent  them  paying  th^e  parties  in  mne» 
ferenoe  to  other  creditors.    Mr  Graham  had  not  constitatad  his  pwa  debt 
at  tlie  time. 

Our  last  Act,  obtained  in  1842,  expires  in  18d3.  There  was  veij  oon^ 
siderable  opposition  to  it.  We  had  more  than  one  application  to  Parlia- 
ment, l^e  ooat  to  the  Tmit  for  obtuning  the  Aefc  was  very  oonsider- 
aUe. 

Our  surveyor  estimates  the  expense  of  keeping  up  the  portion  of  road 
witliin  the  parliamentary  boundaries  of  Glasgow,  at  L.1,284,  lOs.  6d. 


No.  XXL  Jekm  Chrahame,  Esq.,  of  Oiaigallion,  Examined : — 

I  am  interested  in  the  roads  in  Lanarkshire,  Renfrewshire,  and  Stir*  John 
Uagshire,  and  I  was  a  member  of  committee  of  the  county  of  Lanark.  Grab  am  e,  Esq. 
stpponted  to  consider  the  subject  of  the  abolition  of  tolls,  and  I  ooncurred 
in  the  genval  import  of  the  Report  of  that  Committee,  although  perhaps 
it  nay  not  bear  out  my  own  individual  views  on  some  matters  of  detail. 
I  fnm  not  a  member  of  the  last  committee  of  1858,  but  I  speak  at  present 
of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  1857.  I  am  not  prepared  to  give  an 
opinion  as  to  the  mode  in  which  an  assessment,  in  lieu  of  tolls,  should 
be  levied;  but  as  regards  the  county  of  Lanark,  my  imfHresnon  is  at  pre- 
smt  in  favour  of  an  assessment  on  rental.  This  proceeds  on  the  prin* 
oiple  that,  on  a  general  view,  the  rental  affords  the  best  criterion  of  the 
benefits  which  are  derived  from  roads,  and  I  would  i^)ply  this  even  in  the 
CAse  of  sheep  formers.  At  the  same  time,  I  think  there  must  be  a  great 
distinction  between  different  kinds  of  property ;  tiie  owners  of  mineral 
property,  for  instance,  derive  a  greater  benefit  from  roads  than  other  pro* 
isrietors,  and  I  think  it  would  l^  fair  that  higher  rates  were  exacted  for 
mcli  a  description  of  property.  In  short,  that  the  rental  should  be  classi- 
fied ;  but  I  would  give  a  power  to  the  Board  to  relieve  in  special  cases 
wMch  might  appear  to  be  cases  of  hardship.  My  indination,  however, 
would  be,  not  to  go  into  minute  details  of  that  kind,  because  I  consider 
tint  if  the  thing  were  worked  out,  a  uniform  rate  might  be  ultimately 
ibiiiid  the  most  satisfisetory.  I  am  strongly  in  &vour,  however^  of  an  option 
being  left  with  counties  in  regard  to  the  particular  kind  of  assessment 
wliieh  ^ould  be  adopted  by  each. 

I  am  one  of  the  Trustees  of  the  CambusUng  and  Muirkirk  Road.  I 
generally  attend  their  meetings,  and  often  act  as  chairman.  I  am  also  a 
creditor  upon  the  road  to  a  small  extent.  My  connection  with  it  began 
previous  to  the  last  application  to  Pariiament,  and  I  concurred  with  the 
ette*  Trustees  in  procuring  the  Act  of  1842.  The  debt  consisted,  not 
onl^  of  original  subscriptions,  but  (to  the  extent  of  L.500)  of  money 
which  had  been  borrowed  on  the  personal  security  of  certain  of  the  Trus- 
tnes,  and  also  of  L.3,000  (from  Lady  Pulteney)  on  the  security  of  the 
toUs.  I  em  awnre  that  so  soon  as  the  debt  is  paid  off,  all  tolls  within  the 
Mawfield  and  Dalroarnoek  Toll-bars  are  to  cease.  Under  the  present 
system  of  mansgemcnt,  I  think  the  Trustees  are  takii^  the  most  effectual 
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Count}*  and  speedy  way  of  clearing  off  their  debt ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  tiiink 
j^^  .  that  money  ought  to  have  been  got  at  a  lower  rate  than  five  per  cent.  I 
'^"'*  cannot  give  any  further  information  as  to  this  road,  without  maMDg  in- 

John  quiry  at  the  derk. 
Grahame,  Esq.  I  oo  not  recollect  of  anr  of  the  road  debts  being  brought  to  sale,  but  I 
believe  that  the  late  Mr  James  Ewing  of  Strathleven  bought  up  tJie  sub- 
scription debt  of  the  Muirkirk  Iron  Company.  He  paid  6d.  per  X  for 
the  road  debt  and  other  outstanding  claims  of  the  Muirkii'k  Ck>mpany. 
The  amount  of  the  original  subscription  was  L.l,208»  Os.  3d.  I  know 
there  were  other  sales,  but  I  do  not  know  the  particulars. 

I  am  disposed  to  entertain  the  same  opinions  in  regard  to  the  roods  in 
the  county  of  Renfrew  as  I  have  expressed  in  regard  to  the  county  of 
Lanark ;  but  in  both  cases  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  just  that  ti^ 
city  of  Ghisgow  should  contribute  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  roads 
to  a  considerable  distance  beyond  the  parliamentary  boundaries.  This 
might  be  done  in  various  ways,— one  would  be,  that  they  should  contri- 
bute a  proportion  of  the  expense  of  maintenance  for  a  given  distance  be- 
yond the  parliamentary  boundaries.  As  to  the  manner  in  which  that 
money  might  be  obtained,  I  think  the  most  fftvourable  way  for  the  inte- 
rests of  the  city  would  be,  that  if  the  expense  of  maintenance  of  the 
streets  in  Glasgow  were  less  than  the  expense  of  maintaining  the  roads 
for  a  given  distance  without  the  parliamentary  boundary,  the  city  should 
be  bound  to  supply  the  difference ;  or  rather,  if  the  assessment  in  Glas- 
gow for  streets  should  be  at  a  lower  rate  than  the  assessment  on  the  part 
of  the  county  within  a  five-mile  circle  for  the  support  of  the  roads  therein, 
I  would  propose  that  the  rates  should,  in  that  case,  be  equalized,  and  the 
difference  paid  by  the  city  in  reduction  of  the  outlay  incurred  within  that 
five-mile  circle.  But  the  more  distinct  way  would  be^  to  fix  a  given  pro- 
portion which  the  city  should  contribute,  perhaps,  generally  sneaJdng^  one 
half  would  be  a  fair  arrangement.  I  perfectly  concur  in  tne  proposal, 
that  the  city  should  contribute  proportionally  towards  paying  off  the  debt 
on  the  turnpike  roads.  My  feeling  is,  that  it  would  be  an  advantage  to 
the  counties  if  they  were  associated  with  Glasgow,  where  affairs,  as  re- 
gards* the  roads,  are  managed  so  admirably.  I  find  that  Glasgow  was  last 
vear  paying  only  8d.  per  £  on  the  assessable  rental  for  Uieir  statute 
labour  roads.  My  belief  is,  that  8d.  per  £  would  not  be  sufficient  in 
R^ifrewshire  for  maintaining  the  roads  as  at  present,  and  paying  interest 
on  the  debt. 

I  am  aware  that  the  opinion  of  the  Committe  of  the  Counter  of  Lanark, 
as  to  the  connection  of  tne  county  and  city  for  the  future  maintenance  of 
the  roads,  was  opposed  to  the  individual  views  which  I  have  this  day  ex- 
pressed. My  understanding  of  the  Committee's  Report  was,  that  the 
city  of  Glasgow  was  to  contribute,  along  with  the  rest  of  the  county  of 
Lanark,  towards  the  payment  of  the  debt.  With  regard  to  the  distance 
from  the  parliamentary  boundary  to  which  the  roads  should  be  main- 
tained by  the  city  of  Glasgow,  I  would  suggest  five  miles  as  probably  a 
proper  distance  for  such  an  arrangement,  wnatever  number  of  miles  of 
road  may  be  within  such  a  circle.  The  limit  of  five  miles  has  been  named 
by  me,  as  it  was  suggested  at  one  time  (thirty  years  ago^  to  put  back  the 
tolls  to  that  distance  from  the  city.  I  am  of  opinion  tnat  uie  people  in 
the  town  use  the  roads  in  the  county  more  than  the  people  in  the  coun^ 
use  the  streets  in  the  town.  I  think  the  trafiic  on  the  roads  next  Glasgow 
is  mainly  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  city.  I  would  regard  milk  (arts 
as  county  traffic. 

I  have  notes  of  a  case  of  a  dairy  farmer,  in  the  parish  of  Ea^lesham, 

about  8  miles  frx>m  Glasgow.     The  rent  is  now  L.335,  and,  havmg  gone 

into  minute  calculations,  I  am  satisfied  that  upon  that  fiirm  the  tolls  and 

statute  labour  money  amount  to  not  less  than  Is.  4d.  per  £.    He  drives  a 
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portion  of  his  rnamire  from  Glasgow.    I  believe  this  to  be*an  ayerage       Comity] 
case,  as  Ht  as  the  parish  of  Eaglesham  is  concerned*  taJSL^ 

I  have  also  the  particulars  of  a  mixed  dairy  and  cropping  farm,  in  the      ^^^bmck. 
parish  of  Gambuslang,  showing  the  tolls  paid  on  it  to  be  at  least  Is.  6d.         j^im 
per  £  on  a  rent  of  L.520 ;  and  I  estimate  the  tolls  and  statute  labour  Grahame,  Esq. 
assessment  on  this  farm  to  be  Is.  9d.  per  £  of  the  rent. 

I  hare  also  the  particulars  of  the  statute  labour  assessment  of  the  parish 
of  Neilston  for  the  year  1858-9,  from  which  it  appears  that,  while  an 
equal  assessment  of  2d.  per  £  of  the  net  assessable  rental  of  the  parish 
would  yield  the  sum  required  for  the  yearly  expenditure,  the  assessment, 
as  actiudly  imposed,  is  at  the  rate  of  8d.  per  £  on  the  poorer  classes  of 
the  inhabitants. 

My  belief  is,  that  the  roads  are  for  the  mutual  use  and  benefit  of  both 
town  and  county,  and  I  would  measure  the  relative  value  somewhat 
according  to  the  population  of  the  two. 


No.  XXn.  Rev.  Dt  Aiton,  Examined  :— 


I  am  minister  of  the  parish  of  Dolphinton,  in  the  Upper  Ward  of  Lan-  Rev.  Dr  Aiion*- 
arkshire,  and  have  been  so  for  nearly  thirty-five  years.    I  have  directed 
my  attention  to  the  subject  of  roads,  and  wrote  on  it  some  years  ago ;  and 
I  have  made  some  notes,  which  I  would  wish  to  bring  imder  the  notice  of 
the  Commissioners. 

I  conceive  that  a  great  number  of  the  advances,  which  were  made  for 
the  purpose  of  constructing  roads,  and  which  were  constituted  as  debts 
upon  the  Trusts,  were  entirely  made  for  the  ^benefit  of  the  proprietors, 
and  to  secure,  in  many  cases,  a  particular  line  being  taken,  least  in- 
jurious to  themselves ;  so  that  in  questions  with  the  public  they  ought  not 
to  have  been  considered  debts  at  all,  more  especially  as  they  have  been 
receiving  interest  at  five  per  cent,  for  the  last  hundred  years.  The  in- 
vestment being  good,  I  think  that  in  some  cases  the  Trustees  are  not  par- 
ticularly anxious  to  extinguish  ti^e  debts.  This  remark  will  not  of  course 
apply  to  cases  where  creators  .are  either  receiving  no  interest  at  all,  or 
venr  small  interest. 

Li  my  neighbourhood,  we  get  our  coals  firom  the  Symington  Station, 
and,  in  driving  a  cart  of  coals,  many  have  to  pay  four  tolls  in  driving  nine 
miles.  The  rate  is  4d.  at  each  toll.  This  arises  from  the  roads  being  in 
different  counties,  and  in  different  Trusts  in  the  same  county.  This  tax 
operates  very  hardly  on  poor  people ;  and  it  does  not  a£fect  coals  only, 
but  potatoes  and  other  farm  produce.  The  expenditure  on  these  roads, 
we  reckon,  does  not  amoimt  to  above  L.4  or  L.5  per  mile,  whereas  the 
revenue  drawn  from  toUs  must  be  about  L.20,  or  L.25  per  mile.  This 
we  reckon  very  hard. 

The  parties  who  at  present  pay  these  tolls  would  be  very  willing  to  pay 
an  assessment  for  support  of  the  roads  in  lieu  of  tolls.  We  pay  high  for 
statute  labour  monev  m  the  parish  of  Dolphinton,  and  the  tax  on  house- 
holders is  particularly  severe  as  respects  the  poorer  classes. 

I  think  the  management  of  the  roads  generally  might  be  improved  by 
the  introduction  of  a  fair  representation  of  the  tenantry,  who  are  taxed 
for  their  support,  and  think  they  ought  to  have  a  voice  in  the  control  of 
the  funds. 

I  consider  the  roads  are  frequently  taken  out  of  what  may  be  the  best 
directions,  through  the  influence  of  proprietors  or  others,  who  do  not  like 
to  have  their  ground  cut  up,  although  it  may  be  for  the  benefit  of  the 
public.  I  think  that  the  influence  of  the  Trustees  has  been  exercised  so 
as  to  prevent  the  toll-bars  being  placed  in  the  best  positions  for  inter- 
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dNmty  ei^ing  tW  traffic,  and  that  a  loss  of  nrenoe  is  tkmby  imnirred.  At 
Jp^-  Biggar,  for  instance,  more  i«?«niie  vaght  be  drawn  by  placing  the  tofl- 
"*""*•  bar  at  the  west  e»d  of  the  toini,  or  even  bj  hnnag  a  toltbar  at  both 
Bev  I>r  Alton.  ^'^^  ^^^  tacksman  to  draw  half  of  the  ordinary  dins ;  bat  arrangeraenls 
of  this  sort  have  hitherto  been  resisted  by  the  majority  of  the  Tivstees, 
who  reside  to  the  west  of  Biggar,  aad  who  uniformly  leave  the  others  in  a 
minority.  I  know  of  another  instance  of  this  land,  where  a  toU-bar  was 
removed  firom  one  place  to  another,  and  the  effect  of  the  removal  was  to 
enable  a  gentleman  to  drive  in  both  directioBs  from  his  own  iioBse,  withosl 
pa^ng  toll.  There  is  also  a  complaint  in  our  ne^bomibood  of  wafls 
bemg  built  along  the  tmnpike  roads,  one  half  of  the  expense  bdng  psid 
by  the  Trustees,  and  the  other  by  the  proprietors,  such  outlay  benK 
deemed  unnecessary.  In  the  case  of  removal  of  the  toD>bar,  to  which  1 
have  refeired,  the  old  toll-house  was  allowed  to  go  to  ruin,  although  suffi- 
cient for  its  purpose,  and  a  new  hoaae  had  to  be  built,  at  a  cost  of  pro- 
bably L.lOO  or  upwards. 

The  expense  attending  Acts  of  Pariiament  is  very  great,  and  I  have 
been  at  some  pains  to  ascertain  the  number  of  road  acts  passed  since 
the  union.  I  calculate  the  number  at  nearly  406.  I  do  not  suppose 
that,  counting  ail  the  expenses,  these  would  come,  on  an  average,  to  less 
than  L.1,000  each,  and  in  this  way  probably  half  a  million  of  money  may 
have  been  expended.  The  sums  also  that  have  been  expended  on  law- 
suits in  the  county  courts.  Court  of  Session,  Jury  Court,  and  Hook  of 
Lords,  to  say  nothing  of  the  cases  of  blood  and  battery  frequently  ooeor^ 
ing,  may  amount  during  that  period  to  a  million  of  money.  At  any  rate^ 
I  believe  that  the  money  that  has  been  expended  on  Acts  of  Pazimroent 
and  law-suits  would  pay  off  the  debts  of  aH  the  roads  in  Scotland.  I 
admit  that  Acts  of  Pariiament  are  necessary,  but  I  complain  of  iSbt 
system  which  requires  them. 

The  Oommissioners  must  know,  that  the  expense  of  coHeetioii  l^  tolk 
is  Tcry  great.  I  estimate  the  expense  of  a  toll-bar  in  rural  ^istiMtB  at 
from  L.40  to  L.60.  And  if  the  Royal  Oommissioners  would  aaeertaa 
bow  many  tolhr  there  are  in  Scotlaxid,  the  amonnt  of  money  lost  ia  ^ 
thriftless  way  would  ajmar  to  be  astonisiiiBg  indeed.  An  eBemous  sna 
has  also  been  spent  in  Scotland  in  the  erection  of  tolUhouses,  say  at  L.100 
each  ;  and  were  the  number  of  these  to  be  ascertained,  this  aaouit  of 
loss  would  appear  distinctly  enough.  Money  is  also  waated  in  makiiif 
partial  levellinp^  of  lines  of  road  and  other  alteiations,  winch  require  to 
be  altered  agam. 

In  n^  opinion,  toI14wn  are  mat  the  ghosts  of  the  kmM  8j8lc«,<r 
nrther  one  of  the  remaining  nightmarea  of  the  olden  timea ;  they  are  ib- 
efual,  expensive,  and  m^ust  in  their  oppressive  opctmtiomk 

If  toll-bars  are  to  be  maintamed,  I  think  they  should  be  part  upon  t 
better  system  than  at  present,  by  simplifying  the  financial  system  into  sm 
account,  under  one  management,  with  an  aggregate  debc, — by  coosoi- 
dating  the  Trusts,  and  potting  the  whole  undor  a  general  Beard,  nniltr 
to  ike  Poor  Law  Board.  I  would  supersede  the  necessity'  of  tcmponxr 
Acts,  and  have  one  general  permanent  act,  ma  in  Sooth  Wales,  and! 
would  have  no  person  obliged  to  pay  two  tolls  within  6  nile& 

Moreover,  m  the  present  system  of  maaagemcBt,  no  power  of  pepiltf 
oontrol  is  permitted  over  the  expenditure;  aad  diould  any  rate-Mcr 
dare  to  complain,  or  even  to  inquire,  in  some  cases  he  subjects  himsof  tP 
the  payment  of  a  penalty  of  L.IO  for  having  acted  as  a  Tiustee. 

I  thmk  anj^  new  method  of  maintaining  roads  mnst  be  better  thsa^ 
iild,  because  it  is  so  bad,  and^  if  persisted  in,  in  our  ndghbouriiood,  ^ 
lead  to  miaehie£  The  formers  would  be  well  satisfied  to  adopt  some  wc^ 
plan  as  that  sc^ested  by  the  Committee  of  the  county  of  Lttiark.     ^^^ 

There  is  a  bridge  over  the  Clyde  at  Hamilton,  the  pontage  of  w» 
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was  drawn  by  an  individual,  and  appropriated  by  bim  for  a  period  of 
nearly  twenty  years,  witbout  any  inquiry  or  control  on  the  part  of  the 

authorities,  althoi^h  there  vere  great  remonstrances  on  the  part  of  the         

public.    I  think  this  must  have  commenced  some  time  after  the  year  1807.  sev.  Dr  Aiton. 

I  believe  there  is  a  general  and  very  strong  feeling  in  my  parish  in 
favour  of  road  reform,  and  the  poorer  classes  would  be  very  much  pleased 
if  they  knew  I  had  come  this  diatanea  i»  give  evidence  on  the  subject. 

I  think,  under  an  assessment,  houses  under  L.d  of  yearly  rental  should 
be  exempted.  . 


No.  XXIII.  Andrew  GaUraUh,  Esq.,  Lord  Provost  of  Glasgow, 


I  a»  of  opiDkRi  thai  H  wouUI  be  v«ry  desiiable  that  talk  skoold,  be  Aiirin 
abolHiiccI,  if  a  pcacticable  aabstitau  were  provided  for  thm.  I  tink  QaftoMi^fiit. 
diat  ofnoQUy  sofiir  as  I  know,  is  shared  h^  the  initobxtaiita  of  CHaaeew 
^eacfatty ;  aid,  im  the  event  of  asy  fegisUtive  measure  being  pmtfl  oft 
tbe  subject,  I  believe  the  inhabitants  would  be  willing  to  support  the 
w]M>le  roads  OHid  streets  within  the  paiiiamentaiy  beoodariea  of  the  city. 
Asd  this,  ]  think,  wovld  be  eiputable  as  regards  their  share  of  the  bordeia 
Theve  are  aboot  100  railea  of  streets,  many  ol  them  very  leading  thoniiigb^ 
ftaetf  atong  which  pass  enormous  quantities  of  iron,  coal,  and!  other  mat^ 
try  pcednce,  for  shipment  at  our  port,  or  lor  despatch  from  the  diffiorest 
railway  atatioos ;  ^so,  a  very  large  quantity  of  imported  avtidea  and 
gooda  are  carted  over  our  streets,  into,  and  &r  the  mm  of,  the  oountiei^ 
and  between  stations,  in  which  our  citizena  have  no  particular  intereft. 
The  injury  to  our  streets  from  this  through  traffic  is  aimnally  very  seriooa, 
and  mMre  than  an  equivalent  for  any  use  we  nuike  of  eoonty  roada.  I 
do  aol  think  it  wonM  be  equitable  to  call  on  the  inhabitants  to  sappott 
any  of  the  roads  in  the  district  round  the  city.  There  haa  been  a  very 
large  sum  laid  out  in  the  city  in  putting  the  streets  and  roads  in  their 
present  condition.  So  £ur  aa  1  can  judgS^  I  think  tbe  opinions  I  have 
expressed  are  pretty  generally  entertained  among  the  members  of  the 
Town  CouBcil  of  GiMgOiW.  i  woold  thmk  il  far.  pseftral^  that  the 
noanagement  should  be  left  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Town  Coundl 
satiMr  than  that  it  AmM  be  mixed  up  in  any  way  with  the  cetnity. 

The  popnlatiea  and  vahie  of  property  is  Olasmr  incrcatea  so  rapidlT, 
tkat  1  cb  not  aatieipate  that  any  great  aMtioDal  or  increased  tale  weald 
be  necessary,  even  though  we  Imd  an  additional  extent  of  seads  and 
atreets  to  maintain. 

Were  a  tax  of  6d.  per  £  to  be  requiredy  I  should  eonnder  that  imthcr  a 
higlL  tax  simply  £»r  paving.  Bat  there  are  other  ehai^ga,  such  as  cleans^ 
ing  and  watering  the  streets,  which  1  do  not  take  isto  eoBsftteaitiens 
Hme  being  done  by  the  police. 

I  have  no  farther  saggestion  to  make^  exoe^  that  the  siMner  we  gsl  lii 
of  aU  the  tol2%  both  eo  roads  and  bridges^  the  better. 
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Ooonty 

of 
Lanark. 

Ola^ow,  Thursday,  I2th  May  1859. 


MSICBEBS  PAESBST. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.  |         Duncan  M'lAren,  Esq. 

MB  SMTTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  XXIY.  Peter  OUkison,  Esq.,  Manu£sctttrery  Glasgow,  Examined : — 

Peter  I  hare  a  spinning-mill  at  Blackburn,  in  the  parish  of  Livingstone^  and  I 

fUDdwrn,  Esq.  hare  a  complaint  to  make  of  a  check-bar  which  has  recently  been  pot  up 
by  the  Trustees  of  the  Glasgow  and  Shotts  Road,  at  the  ntilway  staticii 
at  East  Whitburn.  The  e&ct  of  this  bar  is  to  intercept  all  the  goods 
which  go  from  my  works  and  others  to  the  railway  station.  I  use  about 
a  mile  of  road.  Another  work  uses  only  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  My 
complaint  is  that  we  should  be  compelled  to  pay  the  full  toll  for  so  short 
a  distance  ;  and  also,  that  similar  bars  are  not  erected  at  every  railway 
station.  There  is  a  station  at  Holy  town,  on  the  same  Trust,  where  no  bar 
is  placed.  We  were  never  consulted  before  the  bar  was  put  up,  and  no 
proposal  was  made  to  us  to  pay  a  sum  in  lieu  of  it.  The  Trustees  cannot 
afford  to  keep  a  collector  at  the  check-bar,  but  they  trust  to  our  stating 
the  number  of  carts  which  pass  through  the  bar  weekly.  At  the  other 
bar,  the  traffic  is  from  the  village  of  Holytown,  and  general  traffic,  and 
could  not  be  collected  without  a  person  at  the  bar  for  the  purpose.  We 
should  not  object  to  pay  our  £ur  proportion  for  maintaining  the  road,  so 
€»  as  we  use  it. 


No,  XXV.  Ale/gander  CkUhway,  Esq.,  Examined : — 

Alexander  I  have  had  charge  of  considerable  estates  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Glas- 
GaUoway,  Esq.  gow,  and  of  houses  and  building  ground  within  the  royalty  of  Glasgow, 
during  the  last  twenty-three  years,  as  land  agent  or  factor,  or  as  trastee 
and  factor. 

I  have,  in  all  these  years,  acted  as  a  Trustee  on  various  turnpike  roads 
and  statute  labour  roads  in  the  district,  attending  meetings  of  some  of 
the  Trusts  very  frequently,  and  generally  being  a  member  of  conunittees 
for  considering,  reporting  upon,  and  carrying  out  details. 

The  group  of  turnpike  roads,  called  the  Glasgow,  Kirkintilloch,  and 
Baldemock  Roads,  have  been  under  my  observation  during  all  these 
twenty-three  years.  I  have  had  occasion  to  see  their  condition,  their  im- 
provements, and  their  traffic,  and  have  every  year  examined  the  accounts 
of  their  revenue  and  expenditure. 

As  to  their  condition,  the^  have  been  kept  generally  in  good  order. 
Sometimes,  in  consequence  of  unfavourable  weather  and  greatly  increas- 
ing traffic,  it  has  been  found  very  difficult  to  keep  portions  of  the  roads 
nearest  Glasgow  in  good  condition,  and  for  a  few  weeks  together,  such  por- 
tions have  been  less  good  than  was  desirable  for  the  public  accommoda- 
tion. Within  the  last  two  years  means  have  been  used,  at  great  expense 
for  enabling  the  Trustees  to  keep  them  in  perfect  order  thereafter. 

Improvements  of  all  these  roads  have  be^i  made  within  the  period  re- 
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fenred  to.     At  some  places  the  course  has  been  diverted,  at  others  the       ^<>^^7 
gradient  has  been  reduced  by  cuttings  and  embankments,  and  excessive      Lanark. 

traffic  has  been  relieved  by  the  construction  of  new  branch  roads  or  other-        

wise.  One  of  the  cuttings  near  town  is  30  feet  deep  at  its  extreme  point,  Alexander 
and  has  retaining  walls  of  great .  height.  One  of  the  embankments  has  Oallovay,  Esq. 
retaining  walls,  about  15  feet  high,  on  each  side,  which  are  strengthened 
by  counterforts  or  segments  of  arches  in  masonry.  Many  other  very 
heavy  works  of  similar  kind  have  been  executed  along  the  line  of  the 
Kirkintilloch  Road,  and  some  of  considerable  magnitude  on  the  road 
towards  Baldemock.  The  amount  of  expenditure  in  improvements 
can  be  ascertained  and  given  if  wanted,  I  believe  it  has  exceeded 
L.  25,000. 

The  traffic  consists  of— Ist,  &rm  produce  in  connection  with  a  fertile 
district  of  country  lying  north  of  Glasgow ;  2nd,  part  of  the  mineral  pro- 
duce of  that  district — as  ironstone,  lime,  coal ;  3rd,  building  stone ;  4th, 
miscellaneous. 

The  farms  are  generally  between  100  and  200  acres  in  extent.  The 
chief  produce  sent  to  Glasgow  is  potatoes  (of  which  each  farm  will  send 
between  200  and  300  tons  yearly),  ttunips,  hay,  straw,  grain.  Dung  and 
other  articles  are  carted  back.  MiUc  and  butter  are  sent  almost  daily 
firom  each  farm. 

The  ironstone,  lime,  and  coal  vary  much  in  the  quantities  sent.  Since 
the  railways  opened  they  have  been  less  than  formerly.  In  the  last  two 
years  there  have  been  commonly  about  forty  horses  employed  in  carting 
ironstone  firom  the  Bishopbridge  District  towards  Glasgow. 

Building-stone  is  constantly  carted  from  the  quairies  near  Bishopbridge 
to  the  city  in  very  large  quantity.  About  eighty  horses  are  usually  em- 
ployed in  this  cartage.    Each  horse  makes  three  joumies  daily. 

The  miscellaneous  traffic  includes  materials  carted  to  und  from  various 
manufactories,  also  the  ordinary  light  travelling  carriage  traffic. 

The  consolidation  of  the  Trusts  has  been  found  to  work  well.  Where- 
ever  it  is  practicable,  I  think  consolidation  should  take  place.  The  state 
of  the  debt  is  genendly  the  main  obstacle  to  this,  and  arises  from  the  per- 
sonal responsibility  incurred  by  many  of  the  Trustees. 

If  our  revenue  had  been  derived  firom  an  assessment  on  lands  and  heri- 
tages beyond  the  municipal  boundaries,  or  on  horses  kept  on  these  lands, 
instead  of  firom  tolls,  I  am  satisfied  that  we  could  never  have  effected  the 
improvements  we  have  already  made.  In  some  parts  of  the  country,  I 
think  a  change  of  system  from  tolls  might  work  very  well ;  but  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  a  town  like  Glasgow,  I  think  there  would  be  great  diffi- 
culty in  getting  any  change  of  system  to  wurk.  The  t^hole  of  the  stone 
traffic  is  for  materials  used  for  building  purposes  in  the  town  of  Glasgow. 
Nearly  all  the  carters  who  drive  the  stones  live  within  the  parliamentary 
boundary  of  Glasgow.  I  have  estimated  that  the  stone  traffic  from  the 
Bishopbridge  quarries  contributes  at  present  nearly  L.2,400  a-year  in  the 
shape  of  tolls.  These  quarries  are  set  down  in  the  Valuation  Roll  at  a 
rent  of  L.2,334, 126.  lid.  Ruble  stone  pays  5d.  for  a  load,  which  is  often 
nearly  two  tons,  and  ashler  pays  9d.  This  is  not  the  full  charge,  but  is 
what  the  toll-keepers  practically  contract  for.  The  stone  traffic  goes  over 
.  nearly  four  miles  of  the  road,  and  we  think  it  does  much  more  than  pay 
for  the  damage  it  occasions.  We  have  laid  rails  for  the  stone  traffic,  and 
the  result  is  that  the  wear  and  tear  is  very  much  diminished. 

I  have  also  had  to  do  with  the  West  Stirlingshire  Roads.  They  have 
never  been  in  very  good  condition,  but  are  no  worse  now  than  they  were. 
Probably  an  assessment  might  work  better  in  that  district  than  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Glasgow.  In  many  hiU  farms,  they  keep  few  horses^ 
and  make  little  use  of  the  roads. 

I  think  it  would  be  difficult  to  work  a  system  under  which  turnpike 
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County      and  stftiute  labaor  roads  should  be  oombined  under  one  management.    If 
of  ail  of  the  latter  were  made  turnpike,  there  would  be  trouble  abont  the  ar- 

^"*^^-  rangemeots  for  collecting  the  toU-dnea ;  if  all  were  free  firmn  toU-daes, 
Alexander  '^^  ^  ^^^  revenaea  had  to  be  raised  as  for  the  statnle  labour  roads,  great 
Galloway,  K<;q.  hardships  wonld  be  aHeged  as  inflicted  on  many  who  would  be  pajing  as- 
sessment to  maintain  roads  mudi  used  by  othecs*  and  hanUij  at  sJl  bry 
themselyes.  I  am  aware  that  in  many  cases  the  present  systen  of  sttatute 
labour  is  complained  of,  and  some  kinds  of  prq>erty  escape  nmnent  al> 
together.  In  the  parish  of  Kilsyth,  yarkms  iron  and  coaPvocia  bare  been 
opened  lately,  ana  haye  oecasionsd  a  great  deal  of  tiaifte  on  the  statute 
labour  roads,  and  cut  them  up  very  much,  so  mudi  ao  that  our  funds  haye 
not  been  sufficient  to  keep  them  in  order.  We  can  only  assess  these  par- 
ties on  their  horses,  but  not  on  their  works.  They  pay  20ta.  on  each 
horse,  but  that  does  not  in  the  least  compensate  for  the  damage  done  to 
the  roads.  These  parties  sometiBoes  g^ye  oontributioos  towards  the  naain- 
tenance  of  the  roads.  I  consider  that  in  many  parts  of  the  oountrj  the 
statute  labour  roads  are  too  numerous,  haying  been  fioimed  when  ftrms 
were  smaller  and  more  divided. 

I  think  the  introduction  of  farm  tenants  into  the  Road  Boards  would 
be  attended  with  increased  difficulty,  because — 1st,  The  sense  of  izidiyi- 
dual  responsibility  in  the  discharge  of  public  duty  would  be  weakened  by 
the  association  of  a  large  number  for  the  object ;  2nd,  Tenants,  HKire  than 
landlords,  would  be  apt  to  take  narrow  views,  and  act  from  mothres  of 
personal  rather  than  public  advantage ;  3rd,  CanvasBing,  in  order  to  eanj 
out  special  interests,  would  be  resorted  to,  and  would  engender  party  apatit, 
detrimental  to  the  harmony  which  should  subsist  between  landlord  and 
tenant,  as  well  as  among  neighbours ;  411^  Either  the  progress  of  ba«- 
ness  would  be  obstructed  by  the  irrepressible  habits  of  s^uabbliag  upea 
small  questions,  and  tediously  discussing  ineleyaat  points,  whieh  give 
trouble  in  Pocnr  Law  Boards  and  other  popular  meetings  for  loeal  ohieets^ 
or  the  management  would  be  left  to  a  few  members,  bong  the  leaden  or 
working  representatives  of  a  predominant  party,  or  having  an  ualimsted 
command  <k  time,  and  devoting  mndi  of  it  to  attoidaiMe  at  the  Board 
meetings. 

I  am  aware  that  great  and  expensive  improtrements  have  been  eaccirted 
in  the  city  of  Glasgow,  where  the  streets  are  maiatained  by  an 
and  managed  by  the  Statute  Labour  Board  (who  are  elected  by  the 
payers)  without  complaint.    But  I  think  it  would  not  be  easy  to 
such  improvements  in  a  similar  way  in  counties. 


Nos.  XXYL,  XXVII.  James  WatitMy  £8<|. ;  AUaumiar  lUid,  Em^,, 

Examined; — 


imes  Watson,     We  wish  to  nmke  a  complaint  r^arding  the  toll  m  I 

Tt^y  „^®^'  which  is  BOW  very  ranch  in  the  heart  of  the  town.    The 

^^^*  ^^'    of  evadmg  the  toll,  which  is  practised  by  carters  and 

great  ext^   They  thus  use  St  George's  Koad  and  an  ii 


James  Watson,     We  wish  to  nmke  a  complaint  r^arding  the  toll  in  St  George's  Bead, 
^  ranch  in  the  heart  of  the  town.    There  are  noaay  ways 

cabmen  to  a  very 
increased  portisii  of. 
other  roads,  without  paying  anything  for  it.  The  injury  thus  ii^cted  oa 
the  horses  most  be  great,  as  they  have  to  go  up  a  very  steep  hill;  and  the 
injury  done  to  the  property  in  the  neighbourhood  is  very  seriouSb  The 
houses  in  Woodsade  Terrace,  etc.,  were  origiBally  intended  as  a  retired 
street,  and  the  amenity  of  these  is  greaUy  aiected  by  the  niaHnim 
thoroughfare  now  made  by  these  carts,  carrying  mamre,  coal,  stona^  aad 
other  materials.  I  think  this  could  be  remedied  by  the  removal  of  the 
toll  to  a  sheet  distance. 
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County 
No.  XXYIU.  Qeor^  Smiih^  Ea^,  Writer,  Glasgow,  Examined  :—  La^^k. 

I  am  derk  to  the  Kdvm  Bndft  Trmtt^  and  bave  held  the  office  nnce  g.  Snuth,  Esq. 
Oetober  1867.  The  bridge  was  biuH  under  an  Act  passed  in  1852,  from 
mcnej  bemnred  cm  aecority  of  the  pontage  and  rates.  I».3^00  was  bor- 
rowed from  the  Union  Bank  at  cash  credit  rates*  for  building  tlie  bridge 
and  paying  the  expenses  of  the  Act.  This  debt  has  rather  increased,  the 
poDtage  not  bcang  snffide&t  to  keep  down,  the  interest.  The  present  debt 
IS  L.3,670.  The  pontage  was  let  last  year  at  Li.ldO.  Preriously  it  was 
let  at  L.100  to  L.110.  For  the  ensuing  year  it  is  let  at  L.120.  Besides 
the  pontages,  we  have  a  power  of  rainng  a  rate  of  dOs.  an  acre  over  cer* 
tain  lands  called  the  Hillbead  lands.  This  rate  has  been  levied  every  year 
to  the  fall  amount,  since  the  bridge  was  built,  and  the  nett  revenue  pro- 
duced by  it  is  L.170.  One  party  is  in  arrear  to  the  extent  of  L.ll 
a  year.  He  disputes  his  liability,  and  although  decreet  of  the  Court  of 
Session  has  been  given  in  favour  of  the  Bridge  Trust,  he  has  appealed 
to  the  Hoose  of  I^rds.    The  eost  of  this  action  will  be  considerable. 

We  have  to  keep  up  the  approaches  to  the  bridge,  which  last  year  cost 
Ii.29,  10s.  8d.  l^e  treasurer's  salary  is  L.IO.  The  ckrk  is  paid  by  the 
tmslncss  done.    His  account  last  year  was  L.I$,  lOa.,  which  is  abont  the 


None  of  the  Trustees  are  penonally  bound  to  the  bank  for  the  money 
borrowed.  But  for  the  pending  litigation,  we  might  obtain  the  moiaey  at 
ordinary  rates.  Were  it  not  for  the  high  rates  of  interest  chai^ped  by  the 
bank  we  should  hate  been  enabled  to  hare  paid  off  some  of  the  ordinal 
debt  before  this  time. 

We  have  also  to  pay,  in  addition  to  the  charges  already  mentioned,  a 

g-oimd-annnal  of  L.14,  lis.  3d.,  and  some  other  charges,  so  thatonr  oot- 
y  altogether  is  abont  L.80  annually,    liiere  is  a  provision  that  when 
thie  debt  is  paid  off  the  tolls  are  to  cease. 

Some  of  the  aecoants  incurred  for  the  expenses  of  obtaining  the  Act  of 
Partiament  are  still  nnpaid,  the  parties  having  agreed  to  allow  the  pay- 
ment to  be  postponed  till  after  the  debt  was  paid  off. 

The  river  Kelvin,  at  the  point  where  it  is  crossed  by  the  bridge,  forms 
tbe  parliameDtary  boundary  of  the  dty  of  Glasgow. 


No.  XXIX.   Wimam  Hendenm,  Esq.,  Writer,  bamiHon,  Examined  :•— 

I  am  deik  to  the  East  and  West  Lanark8hir0  TuntpiisB,  and  have  held   W.  Bender. 
tbe  office  since  1847.     The  Trnst  is  constituted  under  an  Act  passed  in     sod,  Esq. 
1840.    The  road  commences  at  the  conines  of  Linhtbgowshire  on  the 
east,  and  extends  to  the  confines  of  AyrsMre,  near  London  Hill,  on  tbe 
west.    The  length  is  27  miles,  which  are  wh<dly  witiiin  the  oonnty  of 
Lanark.    There  are  six  toHs,  besides  check-bars.    They  are  aH  let. 

The  revenue  in  1866-7  was L.960  10    8 

„  1857-8    „ 1,011     4     9> 

The  revenue  is  rather  increasing. 

The  expenditure  on  maintenance  and  surveyor's  salary 

in  1856-7  was L.700    0    O 

„  1857-8 «9a    4    8 

There  are  two  surveyors,  one  of  whom  has  a  safamr  of  L.279  sod  the 
other  of  L.20.  Ibe  treasurer  has  L.25,  and  I,  as  clerk,  L.20.  I  believe 
tbe  Oovcmflsent  advaneed  two-thh^  of  the  whole  expense,  vis.,  L.9,461, 
Ms.    For  amy  years  no  interest  was  paid  on  this  sum,  but  we  had  ae. 
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Coanty      camtilated  money  in  the  bank,  and  in  1849  L.  6,267, 14s.  3d.  was  remitted, 

of  ^       and  since  that  time  we  have  every  year,  after  paying  the  expenses  of  the 

^'^^*-      roads,  remitted  regularly  two-thirds  of  the  surplus  funds,  and  the  interest 

W.  Hender-  ®°  *  preferable  debt  of  L.2,600  is  paid  out  of  the  other  third.     The  sum 

son,  Esq.      paid  to  Government  up  to  June  1858  amounted  to  L.2,302,  68.  lOd.   The 

preferable  debt  consists  of  L.2,100  due  to  the  local  Trustees,  and  L.6(M> 

due  to  the  Glasgow  and  Shotts  Trust.    Interest  is  paid  on  these  debts  at 

the  rate  of  5  per  cent.,  and  any  deficiency  has  hitherto  been  made  up  ant 

of  money  which  had  accumulated  in  the  bank. 

There  is  also  a  large  subscription  debt,  on  which  no  interest  has  ever 
been  paid.    The  debt  amounts  to  L.6,301, 17s.,  without  interest. 

The  revenue  has  been  considerably  affected  by  the  railways,  which  have 
taken  the  coaches  off  the  roads.  We  received  no  oom^nsation.  I  am 
not  sure  that  the  expense  of  maintenance  has  been  diminished. 


No.  XXX.  David  Dreghorny  Esq.,  Accountant,  Glasgow,  Examined : — 

David  ^  ^^  ^^^  ^  ^^^  Commissioners  of  Supply  of  the  County  of  Lanark,  and 

Dreghora,  Esq.  <^  member  of  the  Town  Council  of  Glasgow.  I  was  one  of  a  committee  of 
the  county  of  Lanark  for  considering  the  abolition  of  tolls.  The  com- 
mittee was  appointed  on  my  motion.  I  was  the  sub-convener  of  the 
committee,  and  assisted  in  drawing  up  the  report.  I  decidedly  concur  in 
the  sentiments  expressed  in  that  report.  The  feeling  of  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  was  in  favour  of  the  general  principles  expressed  in 
the  report.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  of  Supply,  when  the 
report  was  presented,  I  moved  the  adoption  of  the  report, — a  counter 
motion  was  made,  but  the  report  was  approved  of  by  a  large  majority.  I 
am  speaking  now  of  the  last  report  in  1858.  There  might  be  twenty  or 
thirty  persons  present.  The  mmority  consisted  of  only  six.  This  report 
was  generally  confirmatory  of  the  principles  of  the  report  of  1857,  but 
there  was  an  alteration  to  a  certain  extent.  Supposing  the  numbm  at 
the  meeting  had  been  larger,  I  do  not  think  the  minority  would  have  been 
increased. 

With  respect  to  the  mode  of  assessment,  I  have  no  preference  for  one 
mode  over  another  in  point  of  fairness.  I  was  at  first  disposed  to  think 
that  one-half  should  have  been  laid  on  land,  and  one-half  on  horses  ;  and 
although  I  approved  of  the  proposal  to  levy  an  assessment  wholly  on 
horses,  I  have  no  objection  that  a  part  should  be  laid  on  land. 

The  plan  of  the  committee  contemplated  that  both  turnpike  and 
statute  labour  roads  should  be  placed  under  one  system  of  management. 

I  am  clerk  to  the  Statute  Labour  Road  Trustees  in  the  landward  dis- 
trict of  the  parish  of  Govan.  I  think  the  present  system  of  assessment  is 
very  unsatisfactory,  and  it  bears  very  unequally  on  property  in  reference 
to  its  value — for  instance,  a  ploughgate  of  land  is  charged  40s.,  whereas  a 
dwelling-house,  although  worth  L.200  a-year,  is  only  charged  2s.  A 
ploughgate  on  an  average  may  be  worth  L.240  in  our  parish. 

The  City  Statute  Labour  Trust  pays  L.60  a-year  to  the  statute  labour 
roads  of  Govan,  under  an  arrangement  made  when  the  municipal  boun- 
dary was  extended. 

The  committee  of  the  county  contemplated,  in  framing  their  report, 
that  the  city  of  Glasgow  should  be  kept  entirely  separate  from  the 
county,  both  as  to  management,  maintenance,  debt,  and  revenue.  We 
did  not  contemplate  that  the  city  should  be  charged  with  any  portion  of 
the  turnpike  debt.  The  feeling  of  the  committee  was  against  any  sudi 
measure.    But  we  contemplated  that  the  portions  of  the  turnpike  roads 
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within  the  parliamentary  bounds  should  be  kept  up  by  the  city,  and     !  County     ' 
that  the  city  should  bear  the  debts  of  the  bridges,  and  of  the  small  local  ^^ 

Trusts,  which  are  substantially  for  street  improvements  in  the  city.  '  ^^^^y 

David 
J)reghom,  Esq. 

Edinburgh^  2Uh  May  1859. 


MEHBEBS  PBE8ENT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.  |  Duncan  McLaren,  Esq. 

MB  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  XXXI.  Owrge  Vere  Irving,  Esq.  of  Newton,  Examined: — 

I  am  a  proprietor  in  the  upper  ward  of  Lanarkshire,  and  chairman  of  George  V. 
the  Statute  Labour  Trustees  in  the  parishes  of  Crawford  and  Crawford-  >  InriDg,  Esq. 
John.  These  parishes  have  passed  resolutions  against  anj  change  in  the 
present  system  of  managing  the  roads — these  I  now  hand  m.  The  money 
raised  in  eac^  parish  is  appropriated  exclusively  to  that  parish.  Our  dis- 
tricts are  so  exceedingly  large  that  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  desirable 
to  increase  the  size  of  the  districts.  It  is  only  by  thorough  local  know- 
ledgey  from  the  peculiar  nature  of  our  roads,  that  we  can  keep  them  ui 
good  condition. 

All  our  road  meetings  are  open  to  all  the  rate-payers,  and  at  each 
meeting  we  appoint  a  committee  of  fanners  to  advise  us  as  to  the  state 
of  the  roads.  We  are  rather  doing  away  with  the  surveyors,  and  replac- 
ing them  by  skilled  surfacemen  with  L.35  to  L.40,  who  do  the  surveyor's 
work.  They  keep  their  own  accounts  and  pay-book«  There  is  besides 
a  collector  and  clerk 

We  would  find  the  system  of  ploughgates  difficult  if  it  were  not  ascer- 
tained by  the  real  rent.  I  object  to  a  transference  of  the  management 
from  the  parochial  boards  to  the  ward  meeting.  I  would  rather  have  an 
appeal  to  the  Sheriff  than  such  a  body  as  a  ward  meeting. 

I  think  that  people  make  a  great  mistake  in  supposing  that  parish 
roads  belong  entirely  to  the  parish.  I  look  upon  them  as  part  of  the 
general  communication  of  the  country.  I  do  not  object  to  the  area  of 
taxation  being  increased,  if  you  do  not  extend  the  area  of  management. 

I  have  obtained  some  imbnnation  from  toll-keepers  who  have  retired 
from  business,  and  the  result  is,  that  they  inform  me  they  never  made  or 
expected  to  make  more  profit  than  the  free-house. 

Another  point  in  regard  to  all  the  roads  in  our  district  is,  that  the 
greatest  damage  is  of^n  done  by  the  large  droves  of  cattle  and  sheep 
which  pass  through  the  district,  but  do  not  belong  to  it.  An  assessment 
on  horses  would  not  be  suffident  to  reach  the  case  of  these  cattle. 

I  dissent  from  the  resolutions  passed  in  the  county  of  Lanark  on  the 
subject  of  the  abolition  of  tolls, — ^at  least  in  r^ard  to  the  assessment  pro- 
posed to  be  substituted  in  lieu  of  them.  I  think  an  assessment  on  lands 
and  heritages  would  press  very  heavily  on  parties  in  the  upland  districts 
of  the  county. 
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Comity 
of 

^"'**-  EdMurffk,  Thursday,  26tA  May  1869. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.  |  Sir  Andrew  Orr. ' 

MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  XXXn.  John  Gillespie,  Esq.,  W.S.^  Examined:— 

^.,.  ^^y^  ^         I  am  treasurer  to  the  B{ggar€md  LeadhiUs  Tmmpike,  and  have  been  so 
Gillespie,  Esq.  f^j.  twenty  years.     The  road  extends  to  36  miles  with  6  tolls,  which  ace 
all  let.     The  TVust  is  constituted  imder  an  act  passed  in  June  1834. 
The  revenue  for  1866-57>  was         .  I/.644    0    O 

„  1857-58,  .         .         .  528  10     0 

The  revenue  has  fallen  off  considerablj  ance  the  opening  of  tke  Gale^ 
donian  Railway.    In  1847  it  was  L.860. 

The  expense  of  maintunanee,  indnduig  rar- 
veyor's  salary  was,  for  1856-57,  .  L.338    0  10 

„  1867-58,  .  .  349  12     O 

The  salaries  of  clerk  and  treasurer  amount  to  L.36,  and  the  sarveyot^ 
to  L.35.    Since  the  opening  of  the  railway,  the  expense  of  maiatenaiioe 
has  not  varied  much.    There  is  a  good  deal  of  traffic  in  lead  fiwn  Lead 
hiUs  to  the  railway  station  at  Abington.    This  passes  over  about  8^  nnks 
of  the  turnpike  road. 

There  are  two  descriptions  of  debt — ^First,  What  we  call  the  old  deb^ 
consisting  of  money  subscribed  by  parties  along  the  line, — ^the  amooat  of 
this  is  L.1,4052 198.,  oo  which  no  interest  has  been  paid  ainoe  Lammas 
1796,  up  to  which  time  I  am  told  interest  was  paid.  The  second  descrip- 
tion of  debt  consists  of  money  raised  on  the  personal  secorifr  of  the 
Trustees  by  promissory  note  without  any  assignation  to  the  toua.  We 
have  never  had  any  JUIiculty  in  getting  loans,  as  our  act  contaiaa  tin 
following  clause : — 

*^  XXXn.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  in  case  the  mcmey  arising  fron  tolls 
levied  in  the  distritet  of  the  said  roads  in  which  the  tumpflce  road  fhmi 
Ingraston  Bridge  by  Biggar  to  LeadhiUs,  and  from  thence  to  the  eonfiaci 
of  the  county  of  Lanark  towards  Mennock  and  Enterkin,  and  the  turn- 
pike road  ih>m  the  confines  of  the  county  of  Dumfries  at  or  near  IMaas^ 
and  from  thence  throij^h  the  parish  of  Crawford  till  it  jotns  the  turnpike 
road  from  Glasgow  to  Oarlisie  near  Elvanfoot,  are  ntuated,  in  vvtne  af 
the  powers  hereby  conferred,  shaU  not  be  sufficient,  after  paying  tiw  ez-» 
pense  of  management  and  the  interest  of  the  money  whidi  has  already 
been  borrowed  upon  the  petrsonal  obligation  of  the  Thistees  fer  the  p«r> 
poses  specified  in  the  before  recited  Act,  and  whidi  may  be  borrowed  te 
the  purposes  of  this  Act,  to  defray  the  expense  of  repairing  and  keeping 
in  repair  ^  foresaid  road  situated  in  the  said  district,  and  of  making  the 
necessary  improvements  thereon,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawfol  for  the 
mittee  of  the  Trustees  for  the  said  district,  to  nuse  and  lery  the 
which  shall  be  awanting  for  that  purpose  by  an  assessment  to  m  ~ 
equally  and  proportionately,  according  to  the  valued  rent  in  the  Oess  Roll 
of  the  county,  upon  the  lands  and  heritages  belon^g  to  themselves  and 
other  heritors  situated  in  the  parishes  through  or  mto  which  the  roads  in 
the  foresaid  district  or  any  part  thereof  do  pass, — ^which  assessment  shaD 
be  collected  by  the  treasurer  of  the  said  Trustees,  and  recovered  by  him 
in  the  form  in  which  debts  may  at  the  time  be  recovered  in  Scotland. 
Prorided  always,  that  no  such  assessment  shall  be  imposed  unless  agreed 
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to  by  a  majority  in  number  of  tbe  committee  of  Trustees  for  the  district       County 
present  at  a  special  meeting  to  be  called  of  the  whole  Trustees  qualified  "^  . 

to  act  on  the  said  district  of  road."  i^anark. 

Under  this  clause,  the  Trustees  have  a  power  to  impose  an  assessment  john 
in  the  event  of  the  funds  proving  deficient,  upon  the  lands  and  heritages  Gillespie,  Esq. 
situated  in  the  parishes  through  which  the  road  passes.  Hitherto  we 
have  always  been  able  to  meet  the  payment  of  interest  regularly  at  the 
market  rate  for  heritable-  securities.  I  know  of  no  instances  of  any  of 
the  first  class  of  debt  being  sold.  The  amount  of  the  second  class  of  debt 
at  12th  June  1858,  was  L.3,650, 4s.  In  the  year  1838,  the  debt  amounted 
to  L.5,120.  Since  then  it  has  been  gradually  reduced.  The  last  pay. 
ment  to  account  of  principal  was  in  August  1869^  when  L.500  was  paid 
off.  The  power  of  assessment  under  tne  Act  has  never  been  put  into 
operation, — ^the  funds  having  hitherto  been  always  sufi&cient  fully  to  pay 
the  interest  and  keep  the  road  in  proper  repair. 

The  Trustees  have  oceasi^maUy  ccwcted  the  tolls  without  letting  them, 
and  in  such  cases  we  found  that  we  drew  fully  as  much  as  we  got  bv  let- 
ing  them ;  but  they  were  collected  by  a  surfaceman,  who  got  the  house 
and  a  small  trifle  in  addition  to  his  wages.  The  tolls  are  all  let  to  differ- 
ent people.  With  the  exception  of  th^  man  atovr  pradpal  tdU  at  Biggar, 
all  the  toll-keepers  have  ower  employments. 

The  traffic  upon  the  road  has  now  become  much  more  of  a  local  cha- 
racter since  the  railway  was  opened.  At  this  moment,  there  is  between 
Symington  Statkia  to  and  beymid  Biggar,  as  mneli  traffic  as  upon  the 
whole  of  the  rest  of  the  line. 
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XIV.  COUNTY  OF  DUMBARTON. 


Stirling,  Wedmuday,  eth  April  1859. 


County 
of 


MSMBEBS  PfiESENT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.  |      Dancan  M'Laren,  Eeq. 

MR  SMTTHE  IN  THE  OHAIB. 


Dumbarton.  ^o*  I*  WiUiam  Otnrdner  Jolly,  Esq.,  Examined : — 

YUIiam  G.        The  road  in  which  I  am  principallj  interested,  for  the  Duke  of  Mod- 
Jolly,  Esq.    trose,  in  Dumbartonshire,  is  the  Kilmaronock  Trust,  upon  whldi  there  is 
a  large  debt. 

The  revenues  have  very  much  fallen  off  in  consequence  of  the  openin|^of 
the  Dumbartonshire  and  the  Forth  and  Clyde  Railways.  The  Duke  of 
Montrose  has  taken  over  a  considerable  portion  of  the  debt ;  but  there  is 
no  prospect  of  the  revenue  being  sufficient  to  uphold  the  road,  and  pay 
the  interest. 


Edinburgh,  I9th  April  1869. 


MEMBEBS  PRESENT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.         |         Duncan  M^aren,  Esq. 
MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  II.  John  Murray  Gartshore^  Esq.  of  Gartshore,  Examined : — 

J.  M.  Gart-       I  am  a  proprietor  in  Dumbartonshire,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Kiridn- 
shore,  Esq.    tillocb.    The  parishes  of  Kirkintilloch  and  Cumbernauld  are  divided  fram 

the  rest  of  the  county  of  Dumbarton,  the  counties  of  Stirling  and  Lanark 

being  interposed  between  them. 
With  regard  to  roads,  our  interests  are  quite  separate  and  distinct 

from  that  of  the  other  parts  of  Dumbartonshire. 
The  two  principal  Turnpike  Trusts  in  which  I  am  interested,  are  the 

Kirldntillodi  and  Cumbernauld  and  the  Cumbernauld  Trusts.    These  are 

under  separate  Acts ;  but  there  are  nearly  the  same  Trustees.    They  have 

the  same  clerk,  but  not  the  same  surveyor,  and  the  funds  are  kept  quite 

distinct. 
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The  Kirkintillooh  and  Cumbernauld  Road  only  extends  for  about  14  County 
miles,  including  branches.  Mr  M^Connell  is  the  surTeyor  on  this,  and  _.  ^T^ 
Mr  Miller  is  surveyor  on  the  Cumbernauld  Koad.  uumparton. 

The  Cumbernauld  Road,  with  branches,  is  about  18  miles  in  length,    j.  m.  Gart-] 
and  extends  from  Glasgow  to  near  Dennyloanhead.  shores  Esq. 

The  Carlisle  TumpuLe  (as  we  call  it)  also  traverses  part  of  Cumber- 
nauld Parish. 

The  Glasgow,  Kirkintilloch,  and  Baldemoeh  Trust,  or  the  Inchbelly 
Road  (as  we  term  it),  extends  the  whole  way  from  one  mile  east  of  and 
through  Kirkintilloch  to  Glasgow,  with  several  important  branches  to  the 
north-west  of  Glasgow. 

Of  these,  the  Kurkintilloch  and  Cumbernauld  and  the  Inchbelly  Roads 
go  through  the  town  of  Kirkintilloch,  so  that  all  its  main  streets  are 
maintained  out  of  the  funds  of  the  Turnpike  Trusts.  There  are  three 
bars  in  the  town ;  only  one  of  these  is  a  check-bar.  They  are  very  much 
felt ;  so  much  so,  indeed,  that  upon  the  Kirkintilloch  and  Cumbernauld 
Road  the  Trustees  had  to  give  an  exemption  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town.  For  a  carriage  and  pair  of  horses,  a  toll  of  3s.  is  charged  within  a 
quarter  of  a  mile. 

A  consolidation  of  these  Trusts  would,  no  doubt,  remedy  the  evil  to  a 
certain  extent,  but  such  a  consolidation  could  not  be  easily  effected,  in 
consequence  of  the  heavy  debts  affecting  some  of  the  Trusts.  The  West 
Stirlingshire  Trust,  one  of  the  roads  of  which  comes  also  into  the  town, 
is  heavily  burdened  with  debt.  This  was  formerly  a  statute  labour  road 
till  some  years  ago,  when  it  was  made  turnpike,  without  being  widened, 
although  the  surface  was  improved.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  traffic  on 
the  road,  particularly  mineral  traffic,  and  to  public  works.  The  effect  of 
making  this  road  turnpike  was  to  relieve  the  parish  of  Campsie  of  the 
burden  of  supporting  it  out  of  the  statute  labour  assessment.  There  is 
not  much  mineral  traffic  on  the  other  roads^  except  on  part  of  the  Cum- 
bernauld Road.  Most  of  the  lime  for  agricultural  and  other  purposes 
comes  along  the  turnpike  roads. 

The  statute  labour  money  in  Dumbartonshire  is  levied  parochially,  and 
in  Kirkintilloch  we  make  two  divisions, — ^bturghal  and  landward.  What 
is  collected  within  the  burgh,  which  has  wide  limits  and  extends  over  a 
circle  of  two  or  three  miles,  is  applied  to  the  roads  within  it.  These  two 
funds,  the  burghal  and  landward,  are  managed  separately,  but  are  col- 
lected by  the  same  person. 

I  consider  there  would  be  both  economy  and  convenience  in  having 
both  the  turnpike  and  statute  labour  roads  under  one  management. 

The  statute  labour  money  is  levied  in  Kirkintilloch  on  the  old  valued 
rent,  and  is  paid  by  the  occupier.  Under  the  present  system,  two  tenants 
paying  the  same  rent  may  pay  very  different  sums  for  statute  labour 
money.  Minerals,  iron  works,  and  manufactories  do  not  pay  at  all ;  the 
consequence  is,  that  wherever  a  coal  pit  is  opened  the  road  is  destroyed, 
and  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  get  the  mineral  proprietor  or  occupant  to 
contribute  towards  its  repair. 

I  may  mention  that,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Glasgow,  by  an  arrange- 
ment between  the  Road  Trustees  and  the  Statute  Labour  Road  Managers 
in  Glasgow,  portions  of  the  road  have  been  causewayed,  and  it  is  imder- 
stood  that  these  are  in  future  to  be  maintained  by  the  city  of  Glasgow. 

We  complain  a  good  deal  of  a  privilege  which  the  people  in  Glasgow 
have  of  obtaining  stones  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Kirkintilloch,  for 
which  they  pay  no  toll.  There  are  frequently  as  many  as  80  carts, 
heavily  laden,  passing  to  and  fro  in  a  day,  along  the  Kirkintilloch  and 
Cumbernauld  Road.  This  is  a  very  heavy  burden  upon  that  road,  and 
for  which  we  receive  no  compensation. 

I  consider  that  some  of  our  statute  labour  roads  would,  as  for  as  relates 

z 
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Oonity      to  tfae  traffic  upon  theoo,  require  nearlj  as  larg«  a  sum  to  keep  thtol  in 

^^^f^      order  iift  some  of  the  turnpike  roads.    On  the  Cumbernauld  and  KirkiA- 

^^^^Jf^**'   tilloch  Turnpike  there  is  very  litUe  through  traffic    The  parties  who  pay 

J*  M.  Oart-    ^^o  tolls  are  chiefly  those  resident  in  the  locality.    Upon  the  Gomber- 

fhere^  Esq.    nauld  and  Inchbelly  Road  there  is  a  good  deal  of  through  tiuffic.     This  is 

principally  with  Glasgow,  to  which  {dace  milk  and  other  fiurm  produce  is 

cartecf,  and  from  which  manure  is  brought  out. 

Although  the  through  traffic  of  coadies,  carriers,  &;c,  has  been  Tery 
much  diminished,  the  expense  of  keeping  the  itmd  has  not  fallen  in  yso- 
portion.  The  opening  of  the  Denny  Branch  Railway  has  matenaDy 
affected  the  revenue  of  the  Cumbernauld  Road.  Last  week  at  the  letting 
of  the  tolls  the  rent  was  about  L.200  less  than  the  former  year  on  one 
toll. 

In  regard  to  the  debt,  the  only  one  of  these  roads  about  which  I  can 
speak  with  any  accuracy  is  the  Kirkintilloch  and  Cumbernauld  Road ;  but  I 
would  rather  refer  the  Commissioners  to  the  clerk  for  particulars. 

The  Cumbernauld  and  Cumbernauld  and  Kirkintilloch  Roads  join  at  a 
point  about  10  miles  from  Glasgow,  previously  running  parallel  or  nearly 
so,  the  space  between  being  from  1  to  3  miles  ;  again,  the  Inchbelly  ioins 
the  Kilsyth  Road,  about  a  mile  beyond  Kirkintilloch,  and  the  Ku^h 
Road  fails  into  the  same  general  line  of  road,  to  the  north  and  east,  as 
the  Cumbernauld  Road,  at  a  point  about  14  miles  east  from  Glas^w. 
The  intermediate  country  between  these  diffbrent  roads  is  intersected  by 
branches  of  the  Kirkintilloch  Trust  and  statute  labour  roads.  They  pass 
through  parts  of  three  counties,-^Lanark,  Dumbarton^  and  Stirling  (  and» 
from  their  connection  witli  each  other,  it  would  obviously  be  very 
desirable  to  unite  them  under  the  same  management.  The  Carlisle 
Road  but  little  affects  the  district  alluded  to,  except  at  the  extreme 
.  east  end.  The  Carlisle  Road  Trust  received  aid  from  Government  in  its 
formation. 

Regarding  Glasgow  as  a  centre,  it  would  appear  that  the  roads  oon- 
nected  with  it  would  fall  into  3  or  4  districts,  so  as  to  take  in  the  various 
branches  connected  with  the  different  Trusts.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say 
what  Trusts  could  form  a  district;  but,  taking  this  part  of  the  country  as 
forming  the  greater  part  of  the  east  district,  it  would  comprise  the  countij 
north  from  Glasgow  to  Baldemock,  east  to  Dennyloanhead,  and  on  tiie 
south  by  a  line  midway  between  the  Cumbernauld  Road  and  Airdrie, 
taking  in  part  of  the  Carlisle  Road. 

At  present  the  Turnpike  Roads  in  this  district  are  managed  bv  six 
public  Road  Trusts,  each  having  a  separate  clerk  and  surveyor,  and  boMing 
separate  meetings.  The  annual  expense  of  each  let  of  tolls  forms  a  con- 
siderable item,  as  also  upholding  toll-houses ;  then  theie  are  eight  or  nine 
Statute  Labour  Trusts,  with  separate  clerks^  and  often  in  one  parish  more 
than  (me  suijerintendent  of  roads ;  and  the  whole  statute  labour  funds,  with 
little  exception,  to  say  the  least,  not  laid  out  to  the  best  advantage* 

I  beg  further  to  remark,  that  the  different  surveyors  generally  Uve  at  a 
distance  from  their  immediate  charge,  and  most  of  them  have  <^er  roads 
in  perhaps  a  still  more  distant  part  of  the  country,  and  that  the  districl 
alluded  to  would  not  be  beyond  the  power  of  one  surveyor,  with  the  help 
of  intelligent  surfacemen  to  manage. 

I  am  quite  oware  of  tfae  difficulties  of  consolidating  so  many  different 
Trusts,  yet  the  advantages  would  be  great,  even  if  partially  effected. 
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Covnty    ■"] 
of 
DflmlMitoi]. 


Glasgow,  Thursday,  Bth  May  1859. 


MEMBER^  PRESENT. 

William  Smjthe,  Esq.  |  Sir  Andrew  Orr. 

Duncan  McLaren,  Esq. 

MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  III.  James  Howie,  Esq.,  writer,  Glasgow,  Examined : — 

I  am  clerk  to  the  Cumbernauld  IktmpiJbe,  and  the  JSTirlkUilloch  and  J.  Howie,  Esq. 
Cumbernauld  Turnpike,  The  former  of  these  is  designated  in  the  Act, — 
*'  The  Glasgow  and  Bedbum  Bridge  Trust,"  The  Act  was  passed  in 
1842,  and  lasts  for  31  years.  It  does  not  relate  to  any  other  road.  The 
road  is  20  miles  in  length,  inclading  branch  road  to  Fannyside,  and  extends 
from  the  city  of  Glasgow  to  Dennyloanhead,  being  partly  in  the  coun- 
ties of  Lanark,  Dumbarton,  and  Stirling.  In  Lanark,  there  are  about  10 
miles;  in  Dumbarton,  about  9  ;  and  in  Stirling,  about  1.  The  number  of 
tolls  is  six,  besides  check-bars.  The  main  bars  are  those  at  Drygate  (in- 
cluding Smiddy-croft,  Hogganfield,  and  Coshneugh,  under  one  set),  Con- 
dorrat,  and  Castlecary.  The  Muirhead  Bar  clearing  Condonrat  going 
north,  and  Condorrat  clearing  Muirhead  going  south.  Cumbernauld  clear- 
ing Fannyside  and  Castlecary,  and  vice  versa.  In  short,  only  three  tolls 
are  charged  on  the  whole  length  of  road.  These  are  always  let.  The 
Drygate  toll,  which  is  nearest  Glasgow,  is  within  the  parliamentary 
boundaries  of  that  city,  and  yields  by  for  the  largest  rent  of  any  of  the 
tolls.    Mr  Miller  is  surveyor  for  the  whole  road. 

The  revenue  of  the  tolls  for  1866-57,  was     .        L.  1,667    0    0 
„  1857-68,  .  1,714    0    0 

„  1858-59,  1,862    0    0 

They  have  been  let  this  year  for,         .  1,569    0    0 

I  attribute  this  falling  off  mainly  to  the  stoppage  of  two  public  works, 
fM  the  reduction  is  chiefly  on  the  rent  of  the  toll  nearest  Glasgow.  There 
is  also  a  considerable  fall  on  other  toUs,  which  I  ascribe  to  the  Denny 
Railway  being  in  operation.  The  expenditure  for  maintenance  and  sur- 
veyor's salary,  was— > 

In  1866-57, L.858    7    0 

1857-68, 885  16    0 

I  have  no  doubt,  that  the  revenue  of  the  road  has  been  materially 
affected  by  the  railways ;  and,  upon  examining  the  books,  I  find  that  the 
rent  of  the  tolls  in  1842,  when  I  think  the  Eklinburgh  aiid  Glasgow  Rail- 
way was  opened,  was  L. 3,426,  besides  alxmt  L.63S  compounded  for  mth 
coach  proprietors,  and  with  various  yearly  fluctuations  from  that  period 
till  the  current  year,  the  revenue  has  diminished  to  L.  1,862.  The  toils 
being  let  for  next  year  at  L.  1.650.  There  was  paid  to  Ihe  Trust  in  1839, 
the  aum  of  L.2,150  by  the  Ediubur^^h  and  Glasgow  Railway  Company, 
and  in  1854,  the  sum  of  L.4,000  by  the  Scottish  Central  Company,  both 
companies  having  received  assignations  as  po:itponed  Creditors  f^om  the 
Trustees,  and  th^e  is  a  submission  now  pending  betweeii  the  Trustees^and 
creditors  on  the  road  and  the  Caledonian  Railway  Company.   ,    
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Cwatj      The  debt  amounted,  as  at  Whitsunday  1858,  to  the 

^.  sum  of,  L^,013  17    5 

iiumttaiton.       ^^^  ^  composed  of  seven  different  dasses^  m., — 

J.  Howie,  Esq.  ^-  ^^^^  "^®  ^  ^'  ^^^  ^^  ^ST- 

bie's  marria^^  Trustees,  at  ii 

percent,      ....  L.3,000    0    0 

2.  Do.  Lord  Elphinstone,  Mr 
Fleming,  and  representatives  of 
the  late  Colonel  BuUer  Elphin- 
stone, at  4}  per  cent.,    .  2,000    0    0 

3.  Do.      do.     at  4^  per  cent.,     11,676  15    I 
Note, — The  Creditors  in  No.  2  are 

personally  liable  for  the  payment 
ofNo.  1.  Interest  on  these  three 
debts  has  been  paid  up  till  last 
term. 

4.  Debt  constituted  by  assigiiation 

by  Lord  Elphinstone,  General 
Elphinstone,  and  Mr  Fleming, 
for  the  Edinburgh  and  Glas- 
gow Railway  Company,  2,150    0    0 
Note^ — ^This  debt  to  bear  no  interest 

till  three  debts  above  specified 

are  paid  and  extinguished. 

5.  Debt  constituted  by  assignation 

by  said  parties  to  Scottish  Cen-  . 

tral  Railway  Company,  .  4,000    0    0 

Note, — This  debt  to  bear  interest, 
but  to  be  postponed  till  whole 
debts  before  specified,  and  in- 
terest as  well  as  debt  No.  6  are 
paid,  and  extinguished. 

6.  Debt  due  to  the  said  Lord  El- 

phinstone, John  Fleming,  Esq., 
and  representatives  of  Colonel 
Buller  Elphinstone,  and  ac- 
cumulated interest,         .        .     11,151  15    8 

7.  Unpaid  interest  on  debt  to  Scot- 

tish Central  Company,  1,035    6    8 

L.85,01d  17    5 

In  the  arrangement  with  the  railway  companies,  it  was  understood  that 
their  debts  were  to  be  postponed  to  those  of  the  other  Creditors,  and  the 
money  advanced  by  them  was  applied  in  payment  of  prefierable  debt. 
I  am  not  aware  of  any  of  the  road  bonds  having  been  sold,  but  I  think 
that  the  representatives  of  the  late  Admiral  Fleming,  last  year,  advertized 
their  debt  for  sale, — but  I  do  not  think  it  was  purchased.  Last  year, 
there  was  paid  for  interest  L.743, 17s.  lOd.,  being  at  the  rate  of  44  per 
cent,  on  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3  of  the  debt.  Upon  the  remainder  of  the  d^t 
no  interest  has  been  paid,  as  will  appear  from  the  foregoing  statement. 
If  there  is  any  material  diminution  of  our  revenue,  we  wall  hardly  be  in 
a  condition  to  pav  the  same  amount  of  interest  we  have  hitherto  done. 

The  JKirkintiUoch  and  Cumbernauld  Trust  is  constituted  under  an  Act 
called  **  The  Kirkintilloch  Roads  Act,"  dated  in  1842,  and  which  itelates 
to  no  other  road  under  my  charge.  The  road  is  about  12  miles  in  length, 
and  is  mainlv  in  the  county  of  Dumbarton.  There  are  five  tolls  on  the 
road,  some  of  which  clear  one  another.  Mr  James  Anderson,  Stirling,  is 
the  surveyor. 
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The  renenue  for  1856-57,  was 

•        •        ■ 

L.823    0 

0 

CmnAr 

1857-58, 

•        .        > 

350    0 

0 

dT 

„            1858-50, 

•        *        « 

325    0 

0 

DnnibiitQBs 

The  expenditore  for  maintenance  and  simrejor's  salazr,  was — 
In  1856-57, L.19S  16 

6 

J.  Howl^  Eiq« 

1857-58, 

•        •        ■ 

181     7 

7 

The  debt  as  at  Whitsunday  1858, 

was,  • 

L.1 1,596 

3 

2 

It  consists  of — 

1.  J.  B.  Oreenshield's,  repre- 

sentatives .        .  •     . 

L.412  10    0 

2.  Mr  Gartshore,  . 

1,787  10    0 

3.  For  which  Mr  Fleming  is 

liable,        .... 

2,000    0     0 

4.  Mortgage  debts, 

1,300    0    0 

5.  Assignation  do. 

700  15  10 

6.  Mortgage    do. 

4,500    0    0 

7.        Do.        do. 

895    7     4 

L.1 1,596 

3 

« 

2 

Besides  which,  there  is  an  airear  of  interest  unpaid,  amounting  to 
L.5,436,  Is.  8d.  We  were  last  year  able  to  pay,  by  way  of  interest,  only 
the  sum  of  L.147.  This  was  tne  surplus  on  lumd,  after  paying  the  ex- 
penses of  mintaining  the  road,  and  was  diyided  among  certain  parti^ 
according  to  a  scheme  of  division  corresponding  to  the  valuation  of  their 
respective  estates.  The  whole  sum  would  amount  to  about  one  and  a 
quarter  per  cent,  on  the  proper  debt.  The  only  creditors  of  the  TruBi 
who  at  present  receive  any  payment  in  the  shape  of  interest,  are  Mr 
Fleming,  Mr  Gartshore,  and  Greenshield's  representatives ;  and  it  is  onlv 
the  surplus  on  hand,  after  pairing  expense  of  maintaining  the  road,  whicb 
is  divided  amongst  these  parties. 


OlasffoWf  Mondayt  9th  May  1859. 


MEMBEBS  PRESEirr. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.      |     Sir  James  Fergusson,  Bart. 

Sir  Andrew  Orr. 

MB  SMTTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  IV.  Robert  Dunoanson  Mackenzi$^  Esq.,  Examined  :— 

I  am  a  landed  proprietor  in  Dumbartonshire,  and  act  as  derk  to  the  B.  D.  Mae- 
following  Trusts :— The  Ist  District,  or  Toker  Turnpike ;  the  2d  District,  kentie,  Esq. 
or  Lawmuir  Turnpike ;  the  3d  District,  or  Kilmaronock  Turnpike ;  the 
4th  District,  or  Helensburgh  Turnpike;  the  5th  District,  or  Luss  Turn- 
pike.  These  Trusts  are  all  constituted  under  one  Act  (4th  William  lY., 
cap.  61, 1884),  entitled,  **  The  Dumbartonslure  Road  Act,"  which  also  in- 
dudes  some  other  county  Trusts,  viz.,  6th.  Dumbarton  Bridge;  7th, 
Tweechar  District ;  and  8th,  Gareloch  District.  There  is  a  general  body 
of  Trustees  appointed  by  that  Act,  and  they  divide  themselves  into  dis- 
trict oonmittees,  which  have  each  their  separate  ofScials,  funds,  and  ac- 
OQUOts.  It  is  a  special  nrovision  of  the  Act  that  the  revenue  of  each  " 
rict  shall  be  applied  exclusively  to  that  district. 
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i;;««ittiy  The  1^  District,  or  Yoher  Turnpike  (being:  tbe  cootmuatioa  m  Doxn- 

^  bartODshure,  of  the  Yoker  Road  in  Renfrewshire,  but  entirely  a  distinct 

^^**'!|^^'^"**  Trust),  extends  to  about  nine  miles,  with  two  tolls,  each  protected  by  a 

B»D.  Ma«-  check-bar.     The  tc^  are  always  let.     The  revenue  from  toU  mts 

kenzie,  Esq. 


For  the  year  1856-57»  L.dii    0    0 

„  1867-58,  .  .  766     0     0 

^  1858-69,  .  .  .  601     0    0 

The  expenditure  on  maintenance  and  repair,  including  surrcyiir'B  salaiy, 
waS"" 

For  the  year  1866-57,  .      •     .        L.543    7    4 

„  1857-68,  .  .  .  769  12     6 

The  latter  year  included  some  extraordinary  outlay.    The  rerenue  did  not 
materially  suffer  from  railways  until  kst  year,  when  the  opening  of  a  con- 
tinuous line  from  Glasgow  to  Dumbarton  caused  a  considerable  diminu- 
tion in  the  toll  rents.     The  reduction  is  about  L.200  on  the  year,  and  is 
likely  to  continue. 

There  is  no  debt  upon  this  road,  which  is  in  a  most  flourishing 
condition,  and  has  a  surplus  fund,  amounting,   at  Whitsunday  1868, 
to        ......  .        L.6,(H)6  18    1 

Thu  surplus  is  employed  as  follows  : — 
Lent  to  Luas  Trust,  on  bill,  for  which  the  Trustees 
are  personally  liable,    .  L.3,000    0    0 

Lent  to  the  Helensburgh  Trust,  on>        .^    ^    q 

similar  security,  .  ) 

Lent  to  Gareloch  Trust,  on  personal  I     ^  ^nn    0    0 

bond  by  Sir  James  Golquhoon,       )       ' 
The  balance  in  bank  is    .  1,306  18    1 

6,006  18    1 

The  interest  on  these  loans  is  by  stipulation  fixed  at  the  bank  rates  od 
deposits,  but  not  less  at  any  time  than  2^  per  oent. 

The  tolls  have  been  continuously  reduced  ;  during  my  tenure  of  office 
(now  22  years)  there  have  been  three  diffarent  reductions. 

We  give  annuaUy  from  the  frmds  of  this  Trust  L.lOO  towards  the 
maintenance  of  an  important  statute  labour  road,  called  the  Kilbowie 
Eoad,  leading  from  this  turnpike  road  to  Duntocher  village  and  works. 
This  the  Trustees  are  empowered  to  do  under  the  statute. 

The  expense  of  maintenance  of  the  roads  under  this  Trust  has  hitherto 
been  about  L.60  per  mile ;  but  we  have  not  yet  had  such  ejLperience  as 
would  enable  me  to  say  how  far  the  expense  of  maintenance  will  be  dimi- 
nished by  the  diversion  of  traffic  to  the  railway. 

A  proposal  has  been  made  for  consolidating  this  Trust  with  three  of  the 
others  with  which  I  am  connected.  The  Kilmaronock  Trust  was  excluded 
from  the  proposal,  as  it  is  hopelessly  in  debt. 

The  treasurer  to  the  Trust  has  a  salary  of  20  gumeas  a-year,  the  derk 
5  guineas,  and  the  surveyor  L.60. 

The  2d  District,  or  Ijawmuir  Turnpike  extends  to  about  dx  mileSr 
\fith  two  tolls  near  the  two  extremities.  They  do  not  check  one  another. 
The  revenue  from  tolls  (which  are  always  let)  was — 

For  the  year  1856-67»  .  .        .        L.212    0    0 

„  1867-68,  ....  166     0    0 

The  expenditure  on  maintenance,  including  surveyor's  salary,  was — 

For  the  year  1866-67,  ....        L.240    8    8 

„  1857-58,  .         .         .         .  173    6    8 

The  former  of  these  years  included  L.lOO  of  extra  expense,  iocnrred  in 

the  redemption  of  an  annual  payment  for  land  damages,  caused  by  pn^ 

curing  road  metal  over  a  number  of  years. 
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The  eurveyoys  Mlary  is  L.10,  and  the  derk  and  treaacmr  has  li.lO  of  OMnty- 

salary  also.  g^^ 

There  is  no  debt  on  this  Trust ;  but  there  is  a  fund  on  hand^  amount-  *™JwJ^**** 

ing,  at  WhitsundajT  1858,  to  L.400)  10s.  Sd.,  standing  at  its  credit  in  the  b.  D.  M*^ 

Boyal  Bank.  keausii)*  Bsq. 

The  d^  IHstrkt^  or  JKilmaronock  Tummkt,  extends  to  15  nules,  on 
which  there  are  three  tolls,  which  are  all  generally  let.     The  reremie 

For  the  year  1856«7» L.667    8    4 

„  1857-8, 702    0    0 

The  expenditure  on  maintenance  and  surreyor'a  salavy  waso- 

For  the  year  1856.67, L.508    9    0 

„  1857-58, 521    9    1 

TIm  surveyor's  salary  is  L.44,  and  the  treasurer's,  L.IO.  The  derk  has 
no  salary,  but  is  merely  paid  his  business  account. 

The  debt  affecting  this  road  was,  at  Whitsunday  1858—- 

1 .  Due  on  preferable  bonds  secured  on  the  tolls,    .    L.8,190    4    7 

2.  Postponed  debts,  for  which  bonds  have  been 

granted,  bearing  interest  from  1st  September 
1848,  but  exclusive  of  interest,  as  none  nas  ever 
been  paid, 9,922  10    8 

L.  13,1 12  15    8 

This  latter  debt  was  originally  incurred  by  bonds  seonred  by  the  per* 
sonal  obligation  of  some  of  the  Trustees,  who,  on  1st  September  1848; 
paid  up  the  sums  for  which  they  were  respectively  liable,  and  beeame 
themselves  postponed  creditors  of  the  Trust.  We  have  hitherto  always 
been  able  to  pay  interest  at  5  per  cent,  on  the  preferable  debt,  and  have 
also  been  able  to  pay  off  a  portion  of  the  principal.  If  the  preferable 
debt  were  paid  off,  we  would  be  in  a  condition  to  pay  somethmg  to  the 
creditors  for  the  postponed  debt ;  but  the  operation  of  the  railways  is 
sncb,  that  I  do  not  contemplate  such  a  contingency  as  likely  to 
arise. 

The  ^k  Diiirict,  or  HeUmbnrgh  Turmnkey  extends  to  eight  miles, 
with  two  toll-bars,  one  of  which,  near  Dumbarton,  is  shared  with  the  Loss 
Trust.  The  other  is  near  Helensburgh ;  and  this  road,  in  &et,  forms  the 
main  street  of  Helensburgh.    The  tolls  are  let,  and  the  revenue  was-*- 

For  the  year  1856-57, L.864    0    0 

„  1857-58, 327    0    0 

The  expenditure  on  maintenance  and  surveyor's  salary  wm^^ 

For  the  year  1856-67, L.212    0    2 

„  1857-58, 207     6     7 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.13 ;  the  treasurer's,  L.10 ;  and  the  clerk's,  L.5. 

The  debt  consists  of — 

1.  Sum  due  to  the  Yoker  Trust,       ....    L.500    0    0 

2.  Balance  due  on  cash  credit  with  the  Commercial  Bank,  368    6    8 

L.868    6    8 

—    Ill     — 1 

The  debt  due  to  the  bank  has  been  steadily  diminishing. 

This  road  is  much  affected  by  the  railway  to  Helensburgh ;  but  I  thii& 
the  revenue  should  still  continue  to  be  sufficient  for  its  maintenance  and 
the  gradual  reduction  of  the  debt. 

The  5th  Dittrictj  or  Lum  TampihB,  extends  to  about  40  miles,  with 
seven  toll-bars,  which  are  all  let.    The  revenue  was— 

For  the  year  1856-57,  ....        L.1,059    0    0 

„  1857-68,  ....  1,161     0    0        . 
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Ck>antgr      The  expenditure  on  maintenance,  induing  surveyor'B  salary, 
of  For  the  year  1866-67,  .        .        .        •        L.765    8    1 

Dumbarton.  ^^  1867-68,  ....  776  11  11 

B.  D.  Mac-       ^^^  BuiTeyor's  salary  is  L.64 ;  the  clerk's,  L.10 ;  and  the  treasurei^s, 
kenzte,  Esq.   L.26.     The  principal  part  of  the  revenue  (nearly  one-half)  b  derived 
from  the  toll  at  Dumbarton — ^the  traffic  there  bemg  chiefly  from  omni- 
buses, stone  cartSy  and  printfield  carts. 

There  is  a  debt  of  L.3,000,  which  is  due  to  the  Yoker  Trust.  There 
was  a  balance  at  the  credit  of  the  Trust  in  bank  as  at  Whitsunday  1858, 
amounting  to  L.362, 128.  7d.  In  1857  there  was  L.500  of  debt  paid  off, 
and  the  balance  in  bank  in  &vour  of  the  Trust  is  increasing.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  the  Trust  will  soon  pay  off  another  instalment  of  debt.  The 
sinking  fund  has  hitherto  been  about  L.lOO  to  L.150  per  annum. 

I  am  also  clerk  to  the  Cardross  andBonhiU  Statute  Labour  Hoada^  and 
the  Statute  Labour  Road$  in  the  JMstrict  o/Lu$Sj  Row,  and  Arroehar, 

The  statute  labour  money  in  the  county  is  assessed  in  districts,  and  the 
money  is  spent  on  the  roads  within  these  districts  respectively. 

There  are  16  miles  of  statute  labour  roads  in  the  District  of  Luss,  Bow, 
and  Arrochar.  The  amount  of  statute  labour  money  levied  in  the  dis- 
trict, in  1868,  was  L.168, 16s,  lid.  \  and  the  expenditure  on  maintenanoe 
and  surveyor's  salary  was  L.91, 19s.  4d.  The  statute  labour  money  in 
Dumbartonshire  is  generally  collected  parochially  by  a  collector  appointed 
for  each  parish. 

In  this  district  we  have  L.193  at  credit,  as  it  is  an  object  to  save  money 
for  building  a  bridge  over  the  Fruin.  The  county  bridge  money  has  been 
allocated  for  a  number  of  years  to  the  bridge  over  the  Leven  at  Dam- 
barton,  and  it  is  prospectively  allocated  to  the  same  purpose  for  a  number 
of  years  to  come.  The  whole  sum,  however,  is  trifling,  and  does  not 
amount  to  above  L.30  a-year.  The  surveyor  on  these  statute  labonr 
roads  has  L.12  of  salary,  and  the  clerk  has  his  business  account. 

In  the  Oardross  and  Bonhill  District  there  are  nine  miles  of  statt^ 
labour  roads.  The  sum  collected  in  1858  was  L.93,  7s.  9d.  The  expeu- 
diture,  including  surveyor's  salary,  was  L.76,  lis.  5d.  The  surveyor's 
salary  is  L.12. 

At  Whitsunday  1858  there  was  a  balance  on  hand  of  L.379,  which  is 
intended  to  be  applied  towards  improving  a  road  from  Cardross  to  Bonhill. 

In  the  districts  under  my  charge  as  clerk,  the  statute  labour  money  is 
levied  on  ploughgates,  horses,  and  householders,  but  no  person  pays  undo- 
more  than  one  of  these  classes.  The  ploughgate  is  no  definea  measure ; 
but  I  believe  it  was  fixed,  about  twenty-five  years  ago,  by  the  farmers  oc- 
cupying within  each  district,  according  to  the  number  of  horses  kept  on 
each  farm.  We  assess  15s.  for  each  ploughgate.  I  should  think  that  a 
farm  let  at  L.200  a-year  would  pay  about  50s.  for  statute  labour. 

The  average  expense  of  maintenance  in  Luss,  Row,  and  Arrochar  Dis- 
trict is  about  L.6  per  mile,  and  in  the  Cardross  and  Bonhill  District, 
about  L.8. 

All  the  roads  with  which  I  am  connected,  both  turnpike  and  statute 
labour,  are  under  one  surreyor.  I  think  this  is  a  good  system.  When  I 
became  clerk,  the  roads,  with  one  exception,  were  all  under  separate  sur- 
veyors ;  and  I  think  the  change  has  been  beneficial.  We  have  now  got 
a  surveyor  who  devotes  his  whole  time  to  the  duties ;  and  we  can  afford  to 
pay  a  salary  likely  to  ensure  an  efficient  man. 

I  do  not  see  any  objection  to  the  consolidation  of  the  different  Trusts, 
except  the  existence  of  debt,  and  the  want  of  a  uniform  rate  of  tolls.  The 
olgections  taken  to  the  system  of  amalgamation,  have  been  the  fear  that 
it  would  relieve  the  poorer,  and  lay  an  additional  burden  on  the  more 
wealthy  districts ;  but  I  do  not  think  that  there  would  be  real  loss  or  dis- 
advantage to  any  party. 
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I  do  not  put  a  high  figure  on  the  expense  of  collecting  the  road  funds       Goanty 
in  Dumbartonshire  by  means  of  tolls.     Our  statute  labour  money  is  at  ^ 

present  collected  at  a  cost  of  10  per  cent.    I  should  think  the  per  centage    ^°'°°*'^"' 
on  collection  by  tolls  not  much  larger  than  this,  but  J  have  not  formed    j^^  d^  JAm/^- 
any  definite  estimate  of  the  amount.    We  have  occasionally  made  the  ex-   kenzie,  Esq. 
periment  of  collecting  some  of  the  tolls  by  means  of  surfacemen  in  whom 
we  had  confidence ;  these  might  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  L.12  a-year,  with 
a  free  house.    When  the  toUs  were  let,  we  received  as  much  for  rent  as 
the  gross  amount  received  by  the  system  of  collection.    Almost  all  the 
people  who  take  the  smaller  tolls  in  Dumbartonshire  (and  by  far  the 
greater  number  of  our  tolls  are  of  this  character)  have  other  employments, 
and  leave  their  wives  or  other  members  of  their  families  to  collect  the 
tolls.    Formerly  there  was  a  large  profit  on  letting  tolls,  when  the  tacks- 
men were  allowed  to  sell  spirits.     I  have  not  heard  any  complaints  of 
tollmen  selling  spirits  without  license  since  licenses  were  discontinued. 
The  persons  to  wnom  we  allowed  L.12,  as  above  stated,  might  collect  in 
general  from  L.80  to  L.120  a-year. 

The  subject  of  the  abolition  of  tolls  has  not  been  much  canvassed  in 
Dumbartonshire.  Under  a  system  of  assessment  levied  upon  occupiers 
of  lands  and  heritages,  I  think  a  considerable  additional  burden  would  be 
thrown  on  agricultural  tenants,  compared  with  their  present  payments  in 
tolls  and  statute  labour ;  and  my  reason  for  thinking  so  is,  that  a  con- 
siderable part  of  the  tolls  levied  in  Dumbartonshire  are  paid  by  toiuists 
and  casual  travellers. 

Quarries  and  railways  are  exempt  from  statute  labour  assessment  at 
present,  and  a  large  manufacturing  work  is  charged  only  upon  the  horses 
kept.  We  have  found  it  almost  impossible  to  levy  the  statute  labour  as- 
sessment on  householders,  although  the  assessment  is  only  2s.  6d.  on  each, 
so  that  practically  there  is  a  very  large  proportion  of  property  which 
escapes  assessment  altogether.  The  assessment  on  householders  is  in  the 
nature  of  a  poll-tax ;  and  no  tax  is  more  obnoxious  in  the  locality  than 
that  of  the  statute  labour. 

Whether  there  be  any  alteration  in  the  system  of  tui-npikc  roads  or  not, 
I  think  it  most  desirable  that  an  alteration  should  he  made  tm  the  pre- 
sent system  of  statute  labour.  I  think  the  assessment  should  be  levied 
upon  lands  and  heritages,  divided  into  two  classes,  viz.,  occupiers  of  land, 
and  owners  and  occupiers  of  houses.  I  would  tax  occupiers  of  land  at  a 
higher  rate,  and  exempt  the  occupiers  of  small-rented  houses. 

I  think  the  distinction  between  statute  labour  roads  and  turnpikes 
should  be  continued  ;  but  if  both  were  to  be  maintained  by  assessment  on 
property  within  the  district,  ii)y  reason  for  this  opinion  would  be  taken 
away.  In  Dumbartonshire  the  line  of  distinction  is  broad  and  apparent 
between  turnpike  and  statute  labour  roads ;  the  latter  are  almost  exclu- 
sively used  by  the  residents  within  the  county,  while  the  former  are,  as 
the  highways  to  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  largely  contributed  to  by 
casual  travellers. 


No.  V.  Robert  Duncan  Orr,  Esq.,  Examined : — 

I  am  clerk  to  the  Qareloeh  Turnpike,  which  was  formerly  part  of  the  B.D.  Orr,Eaq. 
Helensburgh  Trust,  although  the  accounts  were  always  kept  separate. 
The  disjunction  took  place  about  three  years  ago.  At  that  time  Sir  J. 
Colquhoun  undertook  the  whole  management  of  the  road,  the  other 
parties  having  paid  up  their  shares  of  the  debt  due  by  them.  The  road 
18  under  the  General  Dumbartonshire  Roads  Act.  It  extends  to  19  or  20 
miles,  with  two  tolls,  b^des  one  check-bar.  The  tolls  are  let,  and  the 
revenue  was — 
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County  For  the  year  1856-67,  ....        L.248    4    9 

_      2?  ,  »         1867-68,  ....  275  15    9 

jjambartop.   Besides  which,  we  have  a  payment  of  L.26  a-year  from  the  Ltns,  Roir, 
R.D.Orr,Esq.  *^^  Arrochar  District  of  Statute  Labour  Roads.     Tlie  expenditure  on 
'       '        maintenance  and  surreyor's  salary  was — 

For  1856-67, L.147    8    8 

„     1857-68, 201     7     0 

In  the  former  of  these  years,  besides  the  ordinary  expenses,  a  large  sum 
was  laid  out  in  repairing  the  sea  walls,  amounting,  in  all,  to  L.  1,077. 
The  debt  consists  of  a  sum  due  to  the  Toker 

Trust  of  L.1,200    0    0 

Balance  due  bank  at  Whitsunday  1858,  .  332    5    2 

L.  1,632    5    2 


Our  debt  to  the  bank  has  since  been  increasing  in  consequence  of  some 
large  extra  expenses.  Sir  James  Colquhoun  is  personally  responsible  fir 
the  money  borrowed  from  the  Yoker  Trust.  JPrevious  to  the  several 
]>arties  paying  up  their  respective  shares  of  the  debt,  it  amounted  to  the 
sum  of  L.  1,270,  188.  9d.,  due  to  the  Western  Bank.  This  amount  vas 
paid  off  in  four  equal  proportions  by  the  Duke  of  Argyle,  Mr  Walter 
Buchanan  of  Shandon,  Sir  James  Colquhoun,  and  Miss  Colquhoun,  as  the 
representative  of  the  late  Sheriff  Colquhoun.  These  parties  are  not  now 
stated  as  creditors  of  the  Trust,  with  the  exception  of  Sir  James  Colqo- 
houn,  who  has  now  the  sole  responsibility. 

I  think  there  will  be  a  further  outlay  on  the  road  still  necessary,  bat 
the  toll  rents  have  been  higher  this  year,  and  we  hope  to  be  able  to  defray 
this  additional  expense  without  incurring  more  debt. 

The  salary  of  the  clerk  and  treasurer  is  L.16.  I,  as  treasurer,  receive 
the  toll  rents,  and  once  a  month  the  workers  are  paid  through  the  over- 
seer, who  brings  me  a  detailed  account. 

I  am  not  able  to  point  out  to  the  Commissioners  any  clause  in  the 
Statute  which  authorises  the  application  of  statute  labour  funds  to  turn- 
pike roads,  but  there  mav  be  such  a  clause  in  the  Statute  Labour  Act. 

The  toUs  are  principally  paid  on  this  road  by  persons  resident  on  the 
Gareloch.  There  are  a  number  of  people  from  Glasgow  who  have  villas 
there,  and  keep  carriages.  These  parties  are  assessed  for  statute  laboor 
on  their  horses  and  as  householders. 


No.  VI.  Alexander  Smollett^  Esq.  of  Bonhill,  Examined  : — 

"'  Alexander        I  am  a  landed  proprietor,  and  convener  of  the  county  of  Dumbartoo, 

Smollett,  Esq.  and  my  attention  has,  for  upwards  of  30  years,  been  turned  to  the  subject 

of  the  turnpike  and  statute  labour  roads  in  the  county.    I  am  a  Trukes 

in  four  out  of  the  six  Turnpike  Trusts,  and  in  three  out  of  the  seven 

Statute  Labour  Trusts  in  the  western  district  of  the  county. 

There  has  been  a  good  deal  of  discussion  as  to  the  propriety  of  a 
change  in  the  present  system  of  roads,  and  the  maintenance  of  these  by 
tolls.  Various  plans  of  assessment  have  been  proposed.  I  find  that  the 
maintenance  of  the  turnpike  roads  in  the  different  Trusts  varies  from 
L.21  to  L.55  per  mile  per  annum.  There  are  06  miles  of  turnpike  road 
in  the  ten  western  parishes,  the  expense  of  which,  including  interest  of 
debt  (but  making  no  provision  for  a  sinking  fund),  amounts  to  L.29,  ^ 

SOT  mile,  or  about  L.2;800.  In  the  Cardross  and  Bonhill  (West  of  Leven) 
istrictt  there  are  0  miles  of  statute  laboiu*  roads,  which  cost  L.10  per 
^  mile.     The  Kilmaronock  and  Bonhill  (East  of  Leven)  District  contaitf 
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24  miles  of  statute  labour  road,  tbe  average  cost  of  which  is  neariy  L.7       County 

Ear  mile.    The  Luss,  Roir,  and  Arrocfaar  District  has  16  miles  of  statute  of 

hour  roads,  which  cost  about  L.7  per  mile.    The  landward  portion  of  Dum^'arton. 
Biunbarton  parish  contains  two  or  three  miles  of  statute  labour  roads,  ^  . , ""    \ 
which  cost  altogether  about  L.35  ;  East  Kilpatrick  containing  16^  miles,  snioHett  eLi 
coeting  about  L.  11  per  mile  ;  West  Kilpatrick,  0^  miles,  costing  U8  per 
mile  ;  and  Eoseneath,  18  miles,  coeting  about  L.6  per  mile.    The  total 
cost  of  these  statute  labour  roads  I  estunate  at  a  little  above  L.760, 
which,  added  to  the  L.  2,800,  would  make  L.3,560  for  the  annual  cost  of 
maintenance  of  the  whole  roads  in  the  western  district  of  the  county. 

The  gross  amount  of  the  valuation  of  the  western  part  of  the  county, 
exclusive  of  the  two  detached  parishes  of  Cumbernauld  and  Kirkintillocli, 
but  including  railways  and  the  buighs  of  Dumbarton  and  Helensburgh,  is 
L.167,843.  ^  The  Commissioners  will  understand  that  this  is  the  gross 
valuation,  without  deductions.  The  assessable  rental,  after  the  deductions 
on  the  various  descriptions  of  properties  have  been  made,  I  estimate  at 
about  L.  144,000,  on  which  a  rate  of  6d.  per  £  would  be  required  to  raise 
the  sum  necessary  for  road  maintenance,  exclusive  of  expense  of  collec- 
tion, which  I  cannot  estimate  at  less  than  10  per  cent.  If  the  rate  were 
impoeed  on  the  gross  rental,  5d.  per  £  would  be  sufficient. 

The  debts  in  the  Western  County  Trusts  may  be  taken  at  about 
L.0,000,  exchisive  of  tiie  postponed  debt  of  the  Kilmaronock  Trust.  The 
statute  labour  roads  have  no  debt.  The  Yoker  Trust  is  a  wealthy  one, 
and  has  lent  money  to  the  others.  The  Lawmuir  Trust  has  also  a  small 
surplus  fund  on  hand.  If  the  surplus  funds  belonging  to  the  Yoker  and 
Lawmuir  Trusts  were  applied  to  the  reduction  of  the  debt  of  tbe  other 
Trusts,  I  believe  the  sum  would  be  reduced  to  about  L. 3,000. 

In  the  year  1854, 1  attempted  to  consolidate  several  of  the  Trusts,  so 
as  to  have  one  fund  and  one  management.  I  limited  my  attempt  to  four 
of  the  Trusts,  for  certain  special  reasons,  having  reference  to  the  Kilma. 
ronock  and  Qarelochside  Trusts,  to  which  I  need  not  more  particularly 
advert ;  but  were  it  not  for  these,  I  see  no  reason  why  all  the  six  Trusts 
should  not  be  conjoined.  I  do  not  think,  however,  that  any  very  material 
saving,  whether  as  regards  maintenance  or  management,  would  arise  from 
such  an  arrangement.  My  principal  object  in  the  proposal  for  amalga- 
mation, was  to  enable  the  surplus  funds  to  be  applied  in  liquidation  of  the 
debt,  so  as  to  enable  us  to  reduce  the  tolls  at  an  early  period  on  the  west 
side  of  Dumbarton,  tbe  amount  of  which  is  much  complained  of. 

Although  complaints  may  be  made  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town  of  Dumbarton  as  to  the  position  of  the  toll-bars  upon  the  Bon- 
hill  and  the  Luss  Roads,  within  the  parliamentary  boundary,  I  think 
neither  of  them  could  very  well  be  placed  in  any  other  position  to  answer 
the  purpose.  The  number  and  amount  of  the  tolls  between  Glasgow  and 
Lochlomond,  on  the  different  roads  of  the  county  leading  in  this  direction, 
are  a  good  deal  complained  of. 

My  own  opinion  is,  that  you  cannot  have  a  fairer  mode  of  levying 
funds  for  maintaining  roads,  which  form  main  thoroughfares,  than  by 
means  of  judiciously  placed  toll-bars,  more  especially  when,  as  is  the  case 
in  our  districts,  a  considerable  portion  of  the  traffic  on  them  consists  of 
strangers,  tourists,  and  travellers.  I  have  no  data  to  go  upon  to  enable 
me  to  give  an  opinion  as  to  an  assessment  on  horses. 

Whatever  system  is  adopted  with  regard  to  turnpikes,  I  think  it  would 
be  very  desirable  that  an  alteration  should  be  made  on  the  system  of 
statute  labour  assessment,  which  is  very  irregular  and  unequal.  I  think 
the  assessment  should  be  laid  on  rental,  instead  of  a  poll  tax,  as  at 
present ;  and,  as  the  traffic  on  this  class  of  roads  is  almost  invariably 
purely  local,  I  consider  it  just  that  the  area  of  the  assessment  should  be 
likewise  limited. 


364  Turnpike  Road  Inquiry — Scotland, 

"    County  In  the  eyenfc  of  a  change  irom  tolls  to  an  assessment,  for  the  nuunte- 

^  nance  of  turnpike  roads,  taking  place,  I  consider  it  will  be  necessary  to 

Dombarton.  j^^^  differential  rates  of  charge,  whether  the  assessment  be  laid  on  rental 

Alexander    ^^  ^^  horses.    Bnt  the  adjustment  of  these,  br  the  local  administraton, 

Smollett,  Esq.  will  be  likely  to  give  rise  to  feelings  of  dissatisnction,  and  to  create  soqti- 

cions  of  partiality  and  jobbery  in  the  minds  of  the  rate-payers.    These 

would  also  require  to  be  represented  in  some  way  ;  and  I  think  that  the 

class  of  Trustees  thus  introduced  would  not  be  likely  to  take  such  a  com- 

prehensire  view  of  the  wants  of  the  different  districts  as  the  existing  body 

of  Trustees. 

It  appears  that  in  the  four  years  ending  1855,  the 

average  income  of  the  Yoker  Trust  was  .  .    L.964    0    0 

And  the  average  expense  of  maintenance  .        560    0    0 

Leaving  a  yearly  surplus  of  .    L.404    0    0 

And  there  was  then  also  a  surplus  fund  in  hand  of  L.4,747»  68.  4d.  This 
fund  had  been  formed  by  means  of  gradual  accumulations  during  the  last 
25  years.  It  was  thought  desirable  to  have  such  a  iimd  in  hand,  the  tolls 
in  this  Trust  being  very  low,  in  order  to  enable  the  Trustees  to  cut  down 
hills,  and  execute  various  expensive  improvements,  for  which  powers  axe 
taken  in  the  Act,  but  which  nave  not  yet  been  earned  out.  In  maintain- 
ing the  existing  levies,  the  Trustees  were  further  influenced  by  the  con- 
sideration of  the  effect  likely  to  be  produced  on  the  revenues  of  this  road, 
by  the  operation  of  the  railways  then  in  contemplation  ;  and  to  prove  the 
correctness  of  their  anticipations  in  this  respect,  I  may  mention  that  for 
the  last  five  years  the  annual  income  has  fallen  from  L.964  to  L.711i  u^d 
for  the  current  year  it  is  reduced  to  L.401,  which  can  only  be  ascribed  to 
the  opening  of  the  Glasgow,  Dumbarton,  and  Helensburgh  Railway. 
Unless  the  tolls  rise  again,  there  will  be  a  deficiency  of  L.174  yearly. 

In  referring  to  the  different  roads  and  Trusts  in  Dumbartonshire,  I 
omitted  to  mention  the  bridge  of  Dumbarton  over  the  river  Leven,  the 
circumstances  of  which  are  somewhat  anomalous.  The  following  state- 
ment will  show  the  Commissioners  the  peculiar  position  of  this  fabric. 

This  important  bridge  (of  five  arches),  across  the  Leven  at  the  town 
of  Dumbarton,  formerly  built  and  maintained  as  a  part  of  the  line  of 
xnilitary  roads  in  Scotland,  having  been  abandoned  by  Government,  fell 
into  great  disrepair. 

A  representation  on  the  subject  having  been  made  to  Government  in 
1834,  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  agreed  to  pay  the  half  of  any  sum— |not 
exceeding  L.800 — which  might  be  expended  in  placing  the  bridge  in  a 
complete  state  of  repair,  on  condition  that  the  county  contributed  tbe 
other  half,  and  made  provision  for  its  future  maintenance. 

The  repairs  were  executed  aoeordingly  under  an  able  engineer,  at  a 
cost  considerably  exceeding  the  sum  specified,  and  Government  paid  tbe 
L.400  promised,  the  remainder  having  been  contributed  chiefly  by  private 
subscriptions, — ^provision  was  at  the  same  time  made  for  the  iiiture  sup- 
port of  the  bridge  by  the  County  Turnpike  Act  (4  Wro.  IV.  cap.  61, 
1834),  whereby  powers  were  granted  to  levy  certain  toll-duties  (limited 
so  far  as  regards  foot-passengers),  in  case  it  should  be  necessary  to  re-build 
the  bridge  or  any  material  part  of  it.  All  such  tolls  to  oeaae  when  the 
expense  thereby  occasioned  was  repaid.  Power  was  also  granted  to  the 
various  Turnpike  Trusts  of  the  county  to  contribute,  from  their  funds 
yearly,  a  sum  sufficient  to  defray  the  ordinarj  annual  repairs.  But  the 
bridge  has  always  remained  a  Trust  "per  se,"  and  forms  no  portion  of  any 
of  the  districts  into  which  the  turnpikes  of  tlie  county  are  divided. 

It  has  never  become  necessary  to  levy  any  toll-duties,  and  the  annual 
expenditure  has  been  hitherto  paid  by  the  Turnpike  Trusts,  aided  by  • 
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ooDtrilmtion  from  the  funds  of  the  burgh  of  Dumbarton,  and  from  the      Connty 
county  bridge  money.  yx     ^^ 

Were  any  fatal  misfortune  to  happen  to  the  fabric  of  the  bridge,  it   A^°»Dmon. 
would  become  a  serious  consideration  m  what  manner  the  county  or  burgh     Alexander 
should  exercise  Uie  powers  conferred  by  the  Act.    It  would  be  hard  to  Smollett,  Esq. 
throw  the  whole  expense  of  so  important  and  costly  a  structure  either  on 
the  county  or  on  the  county  roads,  situated  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Leven,  seeing  that  this  bridge  is  the  main  connecting  link  with  the  whole 
of  the  west  of  Scotland.     On  the  other  hand,  the  toll-duties  would  bear 
hard  on  the  burgh,  one-half  of  the  town  being  situated  on  the  left,  and 
the. other  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river. 


No.  VII.  John  Dewny^  Esq.,  Dumbarton,  Examined : — 

I  am  town  clerk  of  Dumbarton.  The  parish  of  Dumbarton  is  divided  J*  I>enny,  Esq. 
into  two  districts  ~the  Town  District  and  the  Landward  District.  The 
Town  District  comprehends  the  streets  of  the  town,  and  is  entirely  under 
the  Magistrates.  The  money  is  levied  by  a  rate  of  6s.  on  each  horse,  and 
28.  6d.  on  each  householder,  irrespective  of  the  rental  of  the  house. 
There  is  no  difficulty  in  collecting  the  assessment.  The  amount  levied 
annually  is  about  L.92,  which  is  sufficient  for  keeping  the  streets  in  toler- 
ably good  condition.  Upwards  of  a  mile  of  turnpike  road  comes  within 
the  parliamentary  boundary  of  the  burgh  on  one  side  of  the  town,  and 
about  half-a>mile  on  ihe  other.  There  are  two  tolls  within  the  parlia- 
mentary boundary.  The  inhabitants  think  these  are  too  close  on  the 
town,  and  would  like  them  removed  further  ofif.  The  sum  at  present  paid 
by  the  inhabitants  for  roads  is  a  mere  fraction  on  their  rental. 

The  <|uestion  of  the  abolition  of  tolls  has  not  been  much  discussed ; 
but  I  think  the  inhabitants  would  rather  allow  things  to  remain  as  they 
are,  and  pay  the  present  tolls. 

The  Bridge  Mon^  of  the  county  is  a  fixed  sum  of  L.13,  7s.  9d.,  which 
is  annually  assessed  and  levied  on  the  valued  rent.  This  sum  is  devoted 
solely  to  Dumbarton  Bridge,  while  the  other  bridges  in  the  county  are 
supported  by  the  Turnpike  and  Statute  Labour  Trusts  respectively.  The 
Bridge  of  Dumbarton  is  also  maintained  partly  from  this  source,  and 
partly  by  contributions  from  the  various  Turnpike  Trusts  under  authority 
of  Statute,  and  from  the  burgh  of  Dumbarton.  The  cost  i)f  repair  is 
occasionally  considerable.  There  is  a  power  to  put  a  toll-b£ur  on  the 
bridge,  but  it  can  only  be  imposed  in  case  of  very  heavy  repair,  or  re- 
building being  required. 


No.  VIU.  James  HtUehesony  Esq.,  Examined : — 

I  am  collector  of  Statute  Labour  Road  Money  in  ihefarieh  o/Eirkin-^aaDei  Hutche- 
tilloch.    The  parish  is  divided  into  two  portions,  consistmg  of  the  burgh     *<***»  ^-•'l- 
and  main  lands, — ^being  the  lands  immediately  adjoining  the  town,  and 
the  landward  portion  of  the  parish. 

In  the  burgh  portion,  the  rate  is  levied  upon  the  old  Scots  valued  rent. 
We  have  a  roll  containing  the  amount  of  valued  rent  of  each  proprietor. 
The  valued  rent  is  the  rme  where  the  parties  are  not  assessed  as  house- 
holders. 

The  amount  levied  last  year  in  the  burgh  of  Kirkintilloch, 
was, L.62  19    3 

All  householders  pay  the  same  sum  whatever  may  be  the  value  of  their 
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Coatity      houses.    The  main  streets  of  Kirkintilloch  are  Bnpported  by  the  TonpilDe 

^  Trustees.     The  burgh  comprises  a  good  deal  of  land,  and  whftt  I  MYe 

Dumbarton.   ^^^  ^j^^  ^^^j^  ^9,^^^  are  of  considerable  extent.    We  expend  Tery  little 

Jamefi  Hatche-  ^P^^  ^^^  streets,  and  most  of  the  money  collected  is  laid  out  on  roads 
son,  Esq.      passing  through  lands  within  the  district. 

In  the  landward  district  of  the  parish  we  last  year  collected  L.98, 
5s.  7d.  The  roads  in  the  parish  are  in  very  fair  order,  and  the  money 
is  very  prudently  expended. 

I  may  mention,  however,  that  in  the  burgh  district,  there  is  one  road 
so  cut  up  by  mineral  traffic,  that  it  will  be  almost  useless  unless  soon 
looked  after.  The  proprietor  intends  to  contribute  a  good  deal  towards 
putting  it  in  order  out  of  his  own  pocket.  None  of  the  statute  labour 
money  has  recently  been  allocated  to  it,  as  it  was  the  object  of  the 
Trustees  to  compel  the  proprietor  of  the  work  to  contribute  towards  the 
repair  of  the  road. 

The  colliery  is  not  as  such  assessed  for  statute  labour.  Minerals  are 
not  assessable  under  the  Act.  Our  funds  are  «o  small  that  we  have  no 
surveyor.  The  gentlemen  in  the  neighbouriiood  look  after  the  expen- 
diture of  the  money, — they  are  very  conscientious  in  the  discharge  of 
this  duty. 

The  money  in  the  landward  portion  of  the  parish  is  levied  in  the  same 
way  as  in  the  burghal  district ;  but  the  rate  is  somewhat  higher. 

The  same  persons  do  not  act  as  Trustees  for  the  two  districts. 

The  salary  of  the  clerk  is  two  guineas,  and  the  collector  is  allowed  5  per 
cent,  on  the  amount  collected. 
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XV.  COUNTY  OF  RENFREW. 


Glasgow,  Friday^  6th  M<^f  1859. 

MBKBBBS  PRESENT. 

WiUiam  Smjihe,  Esq.  |         Sir  James  Fergasson,  Bart. 

Dancan  M^aren,  Esq. 

ME  SMYTHB  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  I.  Lwaxmns  Hill,  Esq.,  of  Qlasgow,  LL.B.,  and  Andrew  Heggan,  ^^  ^ 

Esq.,  Writer,  Glasgow,  Examined : —  Benfrew. 

Mr  Hill  18  derk  to  the  Chrbals  Twmpike^  the  Kilmarnock  Turnpike,  the  L.  Hill,  Esq. 
I^aisley  Turnpike,  the  JohnsSone  Tuntpike,  the  Renfrew  Turnpike^  and  .  A.  Hoggan, 
the  Bamsford  Turnpike*    These  six  roads  are  all  under  the  Renfrewshire     ^^' 
Boad  Acts  passed  in  1826,  in  1830,  and  1856,  and  mider  one  body  of 
Trustees ;  but  the  accounts  of  each  road  are  kept  distinct.     Tlie  Trustees 
hold  an  annual  statutory  meeting  in  October,  when  committees  are  ap- 
pointed for  the  different  roads.    The  reason  for  the  road  accounts  being 
Kept  distinct  is,  that  the  personal  obligants  for  the  debts  are  different 
upon  each  road. 

After  the  debt  of  one  road  is  paid  off,  the  Act  of  1825  provides,  that 
the  surplus  funds  on  that  road  may  be  applied  in  reduction  of  the  debt  on 
the  others.  The  rates  of  toll  are  fixed  by  the  general  meetings.  In 
1848-49,  the  toll-duties  on  the  Qorbals  and  Kihnamock  Roads  were  re- 
duced to  the  present  rates;  the  reduction  on  oue-horse  carriages  was 
from  7d.  to  4d.,  and  on  all  other  articles  at  least  in  that  proportion. 
Again  in  1854,  the  toll  leties  on  the  other  roads  were  reduced  and  assimi- 
lated, so  that  they  are  now  uniform  over  the  whole  of  the  roads,  with  one 
trifling  exception. 

We  hand  in  a  statement  showing  the  length  of  the  different  roads,  and 
their  respective  revenues,  expenditure,  and  debt,  for  the  years  1855*56, 
1856-57,  and  1857-58.  It  will  be  seen  from  these,  that,  as  regards  the 
debt,  the  six  districts  have  akeady  virtually  been  consolidated  into  three. 

In  the  acooontfi  for  the  first  of  these  yearsi — ^viz.,  1855-56,  there  is  in- 
cluded an  extraordinary  expenditure  of  L.  1,1 78, 14s.  4d.,  as  the  cost  of 
widening  the  metal  bed  of  the  road  leading  from  the  Gifihock  Quarries 
towards  Glasgow.  Also  a  sum  of  L.370, 48.  9d.,  in  making  an  improve- 
ment on  the  road  leading  from  Glasgow  to  Eaglesham ;  the  part  improved 
bdng  distant  about  five  miles  firom  Glasj^ow.  Also  a  sum  of  L.317  in 
iM^Hng  an  improvement  on  the  road  leadmg  from  Barrhead  to  Paisley ; 
the  part  improved  being  distant  about  seven  miles  from  Glasgow,  and 
three  miles  from  Paisley. 

The  account  for  1856-579  indudes  an  extraordinary  expenditure  of 
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County      L.400  towards  altering  and  improving  the  road  leading  from  Biubj.to 
of  Glasgoiir,  opposite  Mr  Crum  of  Busby's  property ;  the  part  improved 

Renfrew,      being  five  noiles  from  Glasgow. 
L   Hill   Esq  •     ^^  ^  clause  in  the  last  Act,  the  whole  of  the  accounts  after  having  been 
A.  Hoggan)  submitted  to  the  several  Trustees  or  Committees,  are  transmitted  iox  ex- 
Esq.  '  amination  to  the  Sheriff-Depute  of  the  county,  and  he,  in  pursuance  of 

powers  given  him  by  the  Act,  transmitted  the  accounts  of  1856-57,  to  be 
audited  by  the  auditor  of  the  Court  of  Session.  Fees  were  paid  to 
the  auditor  for  this  examination,  amounting  to  L.69,  15s.,  but  we 
were  informed  that  the  expense  would  be  less  in  future  years;  and 
that  there  was  at  the  same  time  a  fee  of  L.15,  15s.  paid  to  the 
Sheriff  for  his  trouble,  which  would  also  be  less  in  future  years.  These 
payments  were  made  under  Section  VIII.  of  the  Act  of  1856,  the  tenns 
of  which  are  as  follow  : — "  The  Trustees  are  hereby  required,  within 
six  months  after  the  term  of  Whitsunday  in  each  year  during  the  continu- 
ance of  this  Act,  to  submit  to  the  Sheriff-Depute  of  the  county  of  Renfrew 
an  account  pf  the  various  sums  disbursed  and  liabilites  incurred  by  them 
during  the  year  ending  at  the  said  term,  with  the  relative  vouchers  ;  and 
as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  thereafter,  the  said  Sheriff-Depute,  with 
such  assistance  and  after  such  public  notice  as  he  may  consider  expedient, 
and  after  hearing  such  parties  as  may  appear  and  state  objections,  shall 
examine  the  said  account,  and  shall  have  power  not  only  to  disallow  any 
items  therein  wliich  he  may  find  improper,  but  likewise  to  define  and  re- 
gulate from  time  to  time  the  emoluments  of  the  several  officers  of  the 
said  Trustees,  and  the  other  expenses  of  management  connected  with  the 
said  roads,  and  the  necessary  expense  attendant  upon  such  examination 
and  reflation  shall  be  paid  by  the  said  Trustees."  No  party  had  stated 
any  objection  to  the  accounts  on  the  occasion  referred  to. 

The  district  committees  hold  frequent  meetings,  as  often  as  required, 
and  which  are  not  less  than  on  an  average  once  a  month.  Besides 
attending  general  meetings,  we  attend  the  meetings  of  the  committees. 
There  is  now  only  to  be  one  surveyor  for  the  whole  of  the  roads.  He  is 
also  surveyor  for  the  statute  labour  roads  in  two  parishes,  and  for  the 
Renfrew  and  Greenock  Turnpike  Road. 

Of  the  L.12,626, 15s.  lOd.,  the  total  revenue  of  these  roads  for  the 
year  1856-57,  there  was  L.  6,880  raised  from  toll-bars  pliiced  within  a 
radius  of  about  4}  miles  round  Glasgow.  In  the  year  1857-58,  the  total 
revenue  being  L.14,192, 5s.  8d.,  there  was  L.8,260  raised  within  the  same 
distance;  and  in  the  year  1858-59,  the  total  revenue  being  L.  13,540* 
10s.  lOd.,  there  was  L. 7,785  raised  within  the  like  distance.  The  annual 
average  of  these  three  years  being  L.  7,641,  13s.  4d.  raised  within  the 
above  radius.  We  refer  to  the  present  and  former  surveyors*  evidence 
and  statements,  showing  the  proportions  of  the  above  sums  which  are 
drawn  from  the  inside  bars  nearest  Glasgow^  and  from  the  outside  bars. 
Also  the  proportion  of  the  revenues  drawn  at  these  bars  from  the  traffic 
beyond  the  five  mile  radius  round  Glasgow. 

It  was  strongly  urged  by  the  magistrates  of  Glasgow  and  others  inter- 
ested in  the  Renfrewshire  Roads  at  the  time,  as  being  most  just,  and  it  is 
the  spirit  of  some  clauses  in  the  Act  of  1825,  that  tolls  should  be  levied 
at  many  different  places  or  points,  and  at  reduced  rates,  so  as  to  equa- 
lize the  tolls  taken  from  every  different  user  of  portions  of  the  roads 
exactly,  or  as  nearly,  according  to  the  precise  distance  travelled,  as 
possible. 

Of  the  above  roads,  there  are  two  miles  and  43  yards  situate  within  the 
municipality  of  the  city  of  Glasgow,  and  six  miles  two  furlongs  and 
137  yards  in  the  county  of  Lanark. 

By  the  Act  of  1856,  the  portion  of  turnpike  under  the  charge  €X  the 
Renfrewshire  Turnpike  Road  Trustees  fomung  part  of  Bridge  Street  and 
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Eglinton  Street,  situate  within  the  municipality  of  Glasgow,  measuring       County 
4  furlongs  and  171  yards  was  causewayed,  and  is  now  kept  by  the  statute  ^' 

labour  committee  of  that  city, — ^the  Trustees  pay  them  out  of  the  tolls      **^°^'^^' 
towards  the  expense  thereof,  L.600  annually  for  ten  years.   The  first  pay-  ^^  Hill.  Esq.  • 
ment  commenced  at  Whitsunday  18^6.  'x.   Bog^n) 

By  an  agreement,  dated  in  1856,  between  the  Turnpike  Trustees  and  Kaq. 
the  Statute  Labour  Committee  of  Glasgow,  the  remaining  portions  of  the 
turnpike  under  the  charge  of  the  Renfrewshire  Turnpike  Road  Trustees, 
situate  within  the  municipality  of  Glasgow,  measuring  1  mile  3  furlongs 
and  92  yards,  were  causewayed,  and  are  now  kept  by  the  said  committee, 
the  Trustees  paying  them  towards  the  expense  thereof,  the  annual  sum  of 
L.700  out  of  the  tolls,  from  Whitsunday  1S57  until  the  portions  of  the 
road  cease  to  be  turnpike  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  1856,  and 
said  agreement. 

By  the  Act  of  1856  it  is  also  provided  that,  so  soon  as  the  debts  on  the 
above  Turnpike  Trusts  shall  be  reduced  to  L.30,000,  or  at  such  earlier 
time  as  the  Trustees  may  find  expedient,  and  as  the  said  Statute  Labour 
Committee  may  have  consented  to,  and  in  any  event  not  later  than 
Whitsunday  1872,  the  toll-bars  (of  which  there  are  two  and  a- check-bar), 
shall  be  removed  and  set  back  to  beyond  the  municipal  limits  of  the  city 
of  Glasgow  ;  and  whenever  that  takes  place;  the  portions  of  the  turnpike 
which  are  situated  within  the  said  limits  shall  cease  to  be  turnpike,  and 
be  open  to  the  public  free  of  toll. 

We  hand  in  a  copy  of  a  petition  which  was  presented  to  Parliament 
against  Lord  Elcho*s  Road  Bill,  resolved  on  at  a  meeting  where  most  of 
the  principal  landowners  of  the  county  were  present. 

Our  opmion  is,  that  ^roads  would  not  have  been  constructed  and  im- 
proved in  many  cases  unless  there  had  been  a  power  to  exact  tolls,  even 
in  cases  where  they  passed  through  large  landed  estates.  And  further, 
that  in  Renfirewshire,  the  roads  would  not  be  kept  in  the  same  good  state  ' 
of  repair  by  assessment  as  they  now  are  under  the  present  system  of 
toUage ;  for  it  is  hardly  to  be  expected  that  the  proprietors  in  Renfrew- 
shire would  be  disposed  to  assess  themselves  to  such  an  extent  as  to  raise 
the  amount  now  obtained  by  tolls,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  in  repair 
roads  which  are  so  much  used  by  mineral  and  manufacturing  tridBc, 
mostly  belonging  to  Glasgow,  in  another  county,  but  which  traffic  at  pre- 
sent pays  for  the  use  it  makes  of  the  roads. 

We  are  aware  that  statute  labour  roads  are  maintained  entirely  by 
assessment.  We  should  not  say,  that  in  Renfrewshire  there  is  any  great 
traffic  on  the  statute  labour  roads.  Statute  labour  roads  are  in  general 
almost  exclusively  used  for  local  purposes,  for  the  benefit  of  the  pro- 
prietors and  occupiers  of  land.  The  effect  of  railways  has  been  to 
diminish  very  much  the  through  traffic,  or  that  between  Ayrshire  and 
Glasgow,  on  the  turnpikes  in  Renfrewshire,  but  the  general  nett  revenue 
from  tolls  has  not  been  much  decreased.  Parties  ^oing  to  the  railway 
stations  pay  tolls  on  the  way  thither,  when  they  pass  through  a  toU-bar : — 
we  consider  this  to  be  virtually  through  traffic. 
Of  the  total  debt  on  these  roads  at  Whit- 
sunday 1858,  of L.69,906  17    4 

There  is  due  to  certain  creditors  on  bond,  etc., 
who,  in  addition  to  the  securitv  of  the  tolls, 
hold  the  personal  obligation  of  some  of  the 
Trustees, 82,586  18    8 

Leaving  the  sum  held  by  different  Railway  — 

Companies,   which    includes   a    sum    of 
•  L.6,440  of  arreavs  of  interest  accmed  on  a 
portion  thereof, 14.87,369  18    8 

2  A 
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County  The  Glasgow,  Kilmarnock,  and  Ayr  Railway  Company  paid  the  Ren- 

^J  frewshire  Road  Trustees  L.  18,000,  as  compensation  for  injury  to  the 

•      roads  and  loss  of  revenue,  and  for  this  sum  the  Railway  Company  arc 
L.  Hiil,  Esq. ;  creditors.     Interest  at  4  per  cent,  has  been  regularly  paid  the  Company 
A.  Hoggan' except  for  the  two  years  1856-57  and  1867-58»  when,  in  consequence  of 
Esq.  the  cost  of  the  improyements  before  referred  to,  and  the  expense  of  the 

late  Act  of  Parliament,  a  surplus  expenditure  arose.  For  the  year  just 
ended,  viz.,  1858-59,  we  have  been  enabled,  out  of  the  surplus  tolls,  to 
pay  the  Railway  Company  a  year's  interest  on  the  L.]  8,000 — (L.720),  be- 
sides leaving  a  balance  of  L.  1,01 4.,  48.  Sd.,  which  has  been  applied  in 
further  extinction  of  debt.  The  L.l^OO  is  postponed  to  the  principal  and 
interest  of  the  other  debts  for  which  personal  obligations  are  held.  The 
Caledonian  Railway  Company  are  now  creditors  in  right  of  the  Glasgow 
and  Barrhead  Railway  Company  for  L.  10,000,  paid  as  compensation  for 
loss  of  revenue  to  the  roads  by  the  making  of  the  railway  from  Glasgow 
to  Barrhead,  but  they  are  postponed  both  as  to  principal  and  interest  to 
all  the  other  debts.  In  aiddltion  to  the  above  sums  of  L.  18,000  and 
L.  10,000,  the  Greenock  and  Paisley  Railways  paid  L.1,835  to  the  Trustees 
for  compensation,  and  on  this  sum  there  has  accrued  an  arear  of  interest 
amounting  to  L.1,094,  18s.  8d.  The  principal  sums  of  L.18,000,  L.10,000, 
and  L.1,835,  paid  by  railways,  with  the  L. 6,440,  and  L.I,094, 18s.8d. 
of  interest,  make  np  the  total  held  by  railways  as  above  to  L.37»369, 
I8s.  8d.  With  reference  to  the  arrear  of  interest  accumulating  on  some 
of  the  railway  debts,  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  this  arrear  has  not  been 
caused  from  a  deficiency  of  toll  revenue  for  answering  the  same,  but 
chiefly  by  arrangement,  through  the  opposition  in  Parliament  between  the 
Railway  Companies  themselves,  who  required  and  obtained  the  postpone- 
ment of  some  of  the  road  debts  whicn  were  to  be  taken  up  by  thdr 
opponents  to  the  debts  which  had  been  taken  up  by  themselves.  The 
sums  received  from  the  railways  were  applied  in  the  extinction  of  bonds  to 
that  amount.  On  the  L.32,536, 18s.  8d.,  interest  has  been  regularly  paid 
at  the  market  rate  from  the  road  revenues. 

If  any  satisfactory  arrangement  could  be  made  as  to  the  debts,  there 
would  be  no  reason  why  the  accounts  of  the  Trusts  should  be  kept  se- 
parate. If  the  debts  were  got  rid  of,  some  trouble  would  be  saved  m  the 
management  of  the  Trusts. 

Since  Whitsunday  1836,  we  have  been  enabled  to  pay  off  L.37»369,  of 
debt  out  of  surplus  tolls,  besides  expending  considerable  sums  in  improv- 
ing the  roads,  and  also  in  defraying  heavy  parliamentary  expenses,  to 
which  the  Trustees  were  subjected,  in  consequence  of  proceedings  afieeting 
their  interest,  and  that  of  the  roads,  adopted  by  parties  influenced  by  the 
speculative  disposition  of  the  times. 

We  do  not  think  that  the  abolition  of  tolls  would  work  equitably  atber 
in  Renfrewshire  or  Lanarkshire,  more  especially  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Glasgow,  where  there  is  so  great  a  variety  of  traffic,  and  preponderating 
amount  of  heavy  mineral  and  manufacturing  traffic  carted  along  the 
turnpikes,  compared  with  agricultural  produce.  In  regaid  to  Renfrew* 
shire,  adjoining  as  it  does  the  city  of  Glasgow,  which  is  situate  on  the 
very  border  of  Lanarkshire,  we  think  the  effect  would  be  most  ii^'urious, 
particularly  if  each  county  were  made  to  maintain  its  own  roads.  We 
do  not  think  that,  even  if  Renfrewshire  and  Lanarkshire  were  conjoined 
for  the  purpose  of  an  assessment,  this  would  bear  equitably  on  the  landed 
interest.  Take,  for  instance,  the  case  of  quarries  such  as  the  Giflnocl^ 
Quarries,  situate  in  Renfrewshire,  about  four  miles  from  Glasgow.  These 
are  rated  in  the  County  Valuation  Roll  at  L. 2,362,  10s.,  and  it  is  esti- 
mated that  the  tolls  paid  by  the  traffic  from  these,  principally  to  Gla^^f 
amount  to  not  less  than  L.2,400  to  L.2,600  per  annum.  We  do  not  think 
the  rent  of  the  quarries  would  be  materially  increased  even  if  tolls  were 
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abolislied)  as  there  is  much  competition  between  the  qnarries  on  the       County 
north  and  south  of  Glasgoir .     The  benefit  would  accrue  to  builders  in  the        '  ^ 
city  of  Glasgow.    The  ruble  stone  at  the  quarries  is  at  present  sold  at  a         °^^^' 
very  small  price,  or  less  than  the  sum  paid  for  the  tolls,  which  is  8d.  per  j^  Bill,  Esq. ; 
cart  going  to  Glasgow.    Supposing  these  tolls  were  abolished,  we  think    A*  Uoggan, 
the  builders  and  proprietors  in  the  city  of  Glasgow  would  reap  the  entire    £sq. 
benefit,  and  not  the  proprietors  of  the  quarries. 

In  regard  to  public  works,  Messrs  Grum's  bleachworks  and  printworks 
at  Thomley  Bank  are  entered  in  the  Valuation  Roll  at  L.  1,462 ;  and  it  is 
estimated  that  they  pay  in  tolls  L.120  a*year  for  four  carts  going  daily  on 
the  roads  to  Glasgow,  besides  L.1,  ISs.  for  statute  labour.  A  &rmer  in 
the  same  neighbourhood^  with  a  rental  of  L.253,  and  four  horses,  pays  in 
tolls  L.16, 15s.,  and  in  statute  labour  L.l,  ISs.  Another,  with  a  rental 
of  L.390,  and  six  horses,  pays  L.IO  of  tolls,  and  in  statute  labour  L.2, 88. 
Another,  with  a  rental  of  L.4379  i^n<i  seven  horses,  pays  L.25  in  tolls,  and 
in  statute  labour  L.2,  15s.  6d.  Another,  with  a  rental  of  L.190,  with 
three  to  four  horses,  pays  L.4  in  tolls,  and  for  statute  labour  L.1,  5s.  dd. 
These  are  all  within  a  distance  of  four  or  five  miles  from  Glasgow.  In 
Neilston  Parish,  a  printwork,  valued  at  L.730,  with  three  horses  con- 
tinually on  the  road,  pays  in  tolls  L.135,  and  L.3, 10s.  for  statute  labour; 
and  in  Abbey  Parish  of  Paisley,  a  farmer  paying  a  rent  of  L.456, 16s.  8d., 
with  six  horses,  pays  no  toUs,  being  situate  witUn  a  mile  of  Paisley,  and 
only  uses  a  statute  labour  road.     He  pays  L.3  for  statute  labour. 

The  cost  of  maintenance  of  the  roads  varies  very  much  with  the  distance 
from  Glasgow.  We  have  some  roads  in  the  different  counties  that  cost 
from  L.8  to  Ii.l2  per  mile,  and  others  as  high  as  between  L.400  and 
L.500  per  mile.  The  roads  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Paisley  increase  in 
cost,  but  not  to  the  same  extent  as  in  the  neighbourhooa  of  Glasgow. 
The  rentals  of  the  lands  through  which  these  roads  pass  were  no  doubt 
increased,  from  proximity  to  the  towns,  in  a  higher  ratio  than  lands  at  a 
greater  distance ;  but  this  holds  by  no  means  to  the  same  extent  now  as 
it  did  previous  to  the  introduction  of  railways.  The  railway  conopanief, 
taking  a  very  enlightened  and  correct  view  of  their  interest,  are  arording 
facilities  by  which  lands  at  a  distance  from  Glasgow  possess  all  the  advan^ 
tages  of  immediate  proximity. 

From  the  cases  we  have  given,  we  think  that  the  effect  of  abolishing 
tolls  and  substituting  an  assessment  on  lands  and  heritages,  would  have 
the  effect  of  throwing  the  burden  from  the  proprietors  and  occupiers  of 
quarries,  public  works,  and  minerals,  on  the  shoulders  of  the  proprietors 
and  occupants  of  forms,  and  on  villas  and  other  landed  properties.  We 
state  this  chiefly  as  applicable  to  the  west  of  Scotland,  and  specially  to 
the  vicinity  of  Glasgow.  In  other  counties,  since  the  introauction  of 
railways,  and  in  Ireland,  before  toUs  were  abolished,  where  the  cartage 
on  the  roads  is  all  of  a  light  nature,  and  the  tolls  paid  almost  exdusivdy 
b^  the  farmers  and  the  agricultural  interest,  the  effect  would  no  doubt  he 
different,  all  the  minerals  and  heavy  traffic  going  only  by  the  railway— -a 
state  of  circumstances  very  different  indeed  from  that  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Glasgow,  where  it  is  by  no  means  unusual  to  find  a  single  horse 
drawing  a  two-wheeled  cart  forming  a  load  of  firom  three  to  three  and  a- 
half  tons.  The  tear  and  wear  of  the  roads  by  the  heavy  loads  of  stones 
and  other  materials  that  are  now  driven  upon  them  is  very  great.  In 
fact,  it  is  this  heavy  mineral  traffic  (which,  it  may  be  observed,  is  not 
always  permanent  in  the  same  locality),  and  of  manu&ctured  goods,  that 
cause  a  very  great  deal  of  the  expenditure  on  the  roads. 

The  instances  of  quarries,  bleachfields,  printfields,  and  of  fiurmers,  in 
the  county  of  Renfrew  which  we  have  adduced,  and  many  others  wluch 
might  be  adduced,  show  the  inequality  of  the  incidence  of  the  present 
payment  in  tolls  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  annual  value  or  rent ;  but  it 
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CouDtj       would  not  be  fair  that  they  should  pay  the  same.    Some  parties  use  much  of 

^   ^  the  turnpike  exclusively,  and  some  none.    They  do  not  all  make  the  same 

°       •      use  of  the  turnpike :  some  use  more  statute  labour  roads  than  others,  and 

L.  Hill,  Esq. ;  Others  again  take  more  advantage  of  railways. 

A.   Hoggao,'     We  are  doubtful  as  to  the  propriety  of  uniting  both  statute  labour  and 

£sq«  turnpike  roads  under  one  system,  but  we  are  not  prepared  to  say  that  it 

might  not  in  some  respects  be  found  to  be  a  beneficial  arrangement. 

In  the  case  of  Messrs  Crum's  works  referred  to,  an  assessment  on  rental 
at  the  rate  of  8d.  per  £,  as  a  substitute  for  tolls,  would  amount  to  about 
L.48  a^year.  There  are  many  hundreds  of  persons  employed  at  these 
Works;  we  do  not  know  how  many;  but  the  majority  of  them,  ve 
believe,  are  not  householders.  If  the  samcL  assessment  of  8d.  per  £  were 
levied  on  their  houses,  it  would  come  to  a  large  sum,  although  we  cannot 
state  the  amount.  But  we  think  this  would  be  a  very  heavy  burden  if 
laid  upon  the  occupiers  who  at  present  do  not  pay  anything  in  tolls. 
Some  of  the  partners  reside  near  the  works,  and  one  of  them  is  a  landed 
proprietor  to  some  extent  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  same  assessment 
of  8d.  per  £  would  also  come  to  a  considerable  sum  on  their  properties 
and  dwellings;  and,  upon  the  whole,  the  assessment  on  all  these  parties 
might  possibly  raise  the  same  amount  now  paid  in  tolls ;  but  we  do  not 
think  such  a  system  would  be  fair.  In  Henfirewshire  there  are  few  or  no 
cases  where  the  proprietors  of  manufactories  are  also  great  landed  pro- 
prietors. Mr  Crum's  workers  do  not  at  present  pay  anything  in  tolls  for 
the  coals  used  by  them,  as  they  are  all  brought  by  railway,  the  statk>n 
being  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  their  houses. 

The  Act  passed  in  1825  contains  the  following  clause: — '*  And  be  it 
enacted.  That  if  the  said  Trustees  shall  erect  any  new  or  additional  bars 
within  the  distance  of  five  miles  of  each  other,  or  of  any  bar  already 
erected  upon  the  said  roads,  every  person  paying  toll  at  any  such  bar 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  and  the  said  Trustees  are  herebv  required  to 
furnish  every  such  person,  gratia^  with  a  ticket  denoting  the  sum  paid, 
and  the  place  and  date  of  payment ;  which  ticket  shall  entitle  the  person 
80  paying  to  pass  the  same  day,  and  with  the  same  horse,  beast,  or  cattle, 
and  the  same  loading,  toll  free  for  the  space  of  five  miles  along  the  same 
line  of  road  :  Provided  always  that  this  shall  not  be  construed  or  extended 
to  prevent  the  said  Trustees  levying  toll  at  any  of  the  gates  already 
erected,  nor  from  altering  the  position  thereof  to  a  more  convenient  place 
of  collection,  although  the  same  shall  be  within  the  distance  of  five  miles 
of  each  other."  This  clause  does  not  apply  to  the  Renfrew  and  Greenock 
nor  Kelly  Bridge  roads,  which  are  under  a  different  Act  In  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Paisley  a  person  going  throiwh  the  town  would  have  to  pay 
at  both  sides,  within  the  limits  of  the  paruamentary  boundary. 

Mr  Hill  is  also  clerk  to  the  Renfrew  and  Qrtenoek  Turnpike,  which 
runs  nearly  parallel  with  the  river  Clyde.  The  last  Act  passed  in  relation 
thereto  was  in  1833,  and  which  Act  also  applies  to  the  KeDy  Bridge 
roads,  to  which  last  Mr  Hill  is  general  clerk. 

The  length  of  the  Renfrew  and  Greenock  Road  is  13  miles,  situated 
whoUy  in  Renfrewshire.  There  are  four  toll-bars,  which  are  let  The 
revenue  from  the  tolls  was — 

For  the  year  1856-57,    ....     L.1,110    0    0 
„  1857-58,     ....         1,191     0    0 

The  eixenditure  on  maintenance  and  surveyor*s  salary  was— 

For  the  year  1856-57y    ....         L.385    6    0 
„  1857-58,     .         .         .         .  648  17  10 

The  extra  expense  in  this  latter  year  was  in  consequence  of  an  increased 
traffic  connected  with  the  iron-shipbuilding,  etc.,  at  Port-GIassow,  which 
caused  an  unusual  wear  of  the  road,  and  required  additionu  material. 
The  revenues  of  this  road,  previous  to  the  introduction  of  steamboats  oo 
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tbe  Clyde,  vere  much  more  prosperous  than  at  present,  and  the  road  was       County 
thought  of  so  much  importance  to  the  trade  of  tne  towns  of  OUs^w  and  <^f 

Greenock,  and  the  magistrates  of  these  phices  were  so  desirous  to  have      R«>frg^« 
the  tolls  and  revenues  thereof  disjoined  from  all  connection  or  responsibility  l.  HilL  Esq.  • 
with  the  other  roads  of  the  county,  that  it  and  the  road  leading  from  Qreen-     a..  Hoggan^ 
ock  to  Kelly  Bridge  were  completely  separated,  special  Acts  of  Parliament    Esq. 
being  passed  for  their  management. 

The  debt  upon  this  road  is  very  large.  It  originated  in  the  buildinff  of 
the  expensive  stone  bridge  at  Incninnan,  and  otherwise  improving  the  Tine 
of  road.  This  bridge  was  just  finished  at  the  time  steamboats  began  to 
ply  on  the  Clyde,  and,  from  the  withdrawal  of  the  traffic  from  the  raad  to 
the  river,  the  revenues  decreased  and  became  inadequate  to  pay  for  the 
up-keep  of  the  road  and  the  interest  of  the  money  borrowed— hence  the 
debt  began  rapidly  to  increase.  Under  a  submission  entered  into  between 
the  towns  who  had  signed  bonds  for  the  sums  borrowed  and  certain 
county  gentlemen,  they  severally,  about  the  year  1840,  paid  L.47,6d2, 12s.  7d., 
and  now  stand  entered  in  the  books  of  the  Trust  as  creditors  for  that 
amount.  The  bridge  is  comparatively  of  very  little  benefit  to  the  agri- 
cultural interest  of  Renfrewshire ;  in  fact  of  none,  excepting  in  the  case 
of  a  very  few  farmers  in  the  parish  of  Inchinnan,  but  was  built  entirely 
for  the  benefit  and  on  account  of  the  commercial  and  manufacturing 
interest  of  Glasgow.  The  Corporation  of  Glasgow  holds  L.20,605  of  this 
debt ;  the  town  of  Greenock,  L.1 1,366;  the  town  of  Port-Glasgow,  L.3,229; 
the  town  of  Renfrew,  L. 3,2 36 ;  and  the  remainder  is  held  by  ten  county 
gentlemen.  The  interest  upon  this  debt,  calculated  at  five  per  cent.» 
under  deduction  of  what  has  been  paid,  amounts  to  L.31,331, 18s.  5d.y 
making  a  total  of  L. 78,864,  lis.  Besides  this  there  is  entered  in  the 
books  a  sum  of  L.4,405,  Os.  5d.  of  postponed  debts,  on  which  no  interest 
]ias  been  paid.  The  average  interest  that  we  have  been  enabled  to  pay 
upon  the  principal  debt  of  L.47,632,  12s.  7d.  has  been  under  two  per 
cent.  We  are  bound  to  apply  the  revenue  to  the  maintenance  of  roads 
before  payment  of  interest. 

Portions  of  the  turnpike  roads  in  Renfrewshire  are  situated  within  the 
burghs  of  Paisley,  Greenock,  Port-Glasgow,  and  Johnstone  (which  last  is 
a  town  under  the  Act  19  and  20  Vict.,  cap.  103).  The  whole  mileage 
within  these  places,  exclusive  of  Johnstone,  is  1 1  miles  1  furlong  and  68 
yards,  which  are  maintained  at  a  cost  of  L.629, 15s.  No  portion  of  the 
turnpike  roads  is  situated  within  the  town  of  Renfrew.  There  is  one 
mile  of  turnpike  in  Johnstone,  and  it  now  costs  L.220  for  maintenance, 
being  situated  between  the  town  and  the  railway  station.  This  heav^ 
expense  is  mainly  caused  by  the  large  quantity  of  ironstone  carted  along  it 
io  the  railwav  and  canal  stations  from  the  pits  recently  opened  in  the 
neighbouring  lands. 

The  Kelly  Bridge  Road  is  14  miles  in  length.  There  are  three  toll- 
bars  besides  checks.    These  tolls  are  let.     The  revenue  was — 

For  the  year  1866-57,     ....     L.1,186    0    0 
„  1867-68,     ....         1,403     0    0 

The  expenditure  on  maintenance  and  surveyor's  salary  was — 

For  the  year  1866-67,      .        .        .        ,       L.496  17    2 
„  1867-68,      ....  647     6     2 

The  debt  upon  the  road  at  Whitsunday  1 868  amounted  to  L.  14,612, 178. 7d. 
The  Corporation  of  Greenock  are  creditors  for  the  whole  debt,  having  an 
assignation  to  the  tolls  as  a  security.  At  the  date  of  the  assignation  the 
debt  amounted  to  L.11,202, 13s.  Id.  It  has  increased  to  its  present 
amount  by  the  accumulation  of  unpaid  interest.  Last  year,  after  paying 
the  whole  expenditure  on  the  road,  we  were  enabled  to  make  a  payment 
towards  intemt,  at  five  per  cent.,  on  the  whole  of  the  present  debt.  The 
IVust  is  very  cheaply  managed^  i^s  all  Uie  officers,  with  the  exception  of 
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Coanty       the  surveyor  (who  receives  L.IO  arjear),  discharge  their  duties  witboat 
^^f  any  remuneration. 

^"""^  ^^*         The  revenue  is  steadily  improving,  and  we  hope  to  continue  to  pay  in- 
L.  Hill»  X^. ;  Merest  at  the  same  rate  as  hitherto.     We  pay  interest  at  the  same  rate  as 
*A«   Hoggan)  thftt  which  is  paid  for  money  borrowed  by  the  other  Trusts  in  the  town. 
Esq.  There  has  been  a  reduction  on  the  rate  of  tolls,  which,  instead  of  diminish- 

ing our  revenue,  has  rather  increased  it. 

I  am  also  derk  to  the  Oefneral  SkUute  Labour  Trust  of  Renfrewshire. 
I  hand  in  a  statement  of  the  mileage  of  these  roads,  and  of  the  receipts 
and  expenditure,  and  how  the  assessment  is  levied.  The  assessment  and 
management  are  parochial,  and  the  county  is  not  otherwise  divided  into  dis- 
tricts. There  is  no  general  surveyor.  The  Local  Statute  Labour  let 
was  passed  in  1792. 

ABSTRACT  of  the  Accounts  of  the  Renfrewshire  Tumjnke  Roads^  viz., 
the  Gorbals,  Kihnamock,  Paisley,  Johnstone,  Renfrew,  and  Bams* 
ford  Turnpikes. 

(Abridged  from  the  Accounts  furnished  by  Mr  HilL) 

Total  Length  of  the  above  six  Roads,  157  m.  7  F.  75  T. 


Revenue, 

Repairs,  including 
Metal  and  Surface 
"Work, . 

Toll-houseB,    Gates, 
Weighing  Machines, 

Damages,  Feu- 
Duties,  Quarry  Mails, 
Bridges,  and  Fences, 


Clerks,  . 

Surveyor, 

Miscellaneous, 

Interest, 

Total  Expenditure, 

Debt,    . 


1855-6. 


12,075    2    0 


11,724  16    6 


360  18  2 

345    0  0 

231    0  0 

«  1,947  12  7 


1856-7. 


12,626  15  10 


9,660  13    9 


1857-8. 


14,192    5    8 


9,309  18  11 


14,609    7    3 
2,111  15  11 


234  9  2 

345  0  0 

230  9  0 

8  1,763  0  7 


.. 


1996  15  81 

845    0  0 

228  16  0 

353    9  3 


16,721    3    2 


12,233  12    6 
1,495    6    3 


13,728  18    9 


64,373  12    2 


64,874.12  11 J 


11,238  19  lOJ 

1,550  10  n 


12,784  10    1 


63,466  17   4 


1  Includes  for  three  new  Toll-Houses,  etc., 
And  price  of  Ground,     .        .        .        . 


'  Includes  Parliamentary  Expenses, 
•Do.  do., 


L.368  14  10 
166  18    4 

L.585    8    2 


.    L.1,602  12    1 
.     L.1,298    5    ^ 
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ABSTRACT  of  the  Accounts  of  the  Statute  Labour  Roads  in  the 

County  of  Renfrew. 

{Abridged  from  the  Accounts  furnished  by  Mr  HxU.) 


GoQDt]r 

of 
Renfrew. 


L.  Hill,  Esq.; 
A.   Hog^raOg 
Total  Length  of  Statute  Labour  Roads  in  the  County,  300  M.  4  f.  144  t.     Esq. 


AxrearBof  previous 
years  recovered, 

1855-6. 

1856-7. 

1857-8. 

59  19 

3 

20    2    2^ 

124  11     9^ 

AsBeasment  collected, 

2,984  13 

Hi 

3,125  13  llj 

3,022    3    7 

Cash  on  hand  pre- 
vious year, 

Total  Revenue,    . 
Expended  on  Roads, 

277  19 

U 

361    3    ^ 

874    7  lOi 

3,322  12 

4J 

3,506  19    4J 

8,521    3    2i 

2,132  15 

u 

2,387    7  Hi 

3,041  10  11 

„         Bridges, 

251  13 

4 

219  17    6 

806  18    7 

„        Salaries, 

311  14 

Hi 

441    4    2} 

316    9  lOJ 

„        Miscellan., 

•110    0 

H 

... 

141  16    2 

„        Interest, 

Cash  on  hand  at  end 
of  year,    . 

Debts,  . 

168    7 

8 

182  11    8 

199    1    2 

2,974  11 

5i 

3,231     1    4J 

4,004  16    8i 

301  13 

8J 

374    7  lOi 

170  17    2 

4,059    7 

91 

4,190    3    8i 

4,844  14    4) 

Mnnms  of  Meeting  of  Committee  of  the  County  of  Renfrew. 

*      {Handed  in  by  Mr  HxU.) 

At  QIasgow,  the  7th  day  of  June  1868  years,  being  a  meeting  of  the 

aggregate  committees  called  to  consider  the  bill  to  abolish  toUs  and  statute 

labour  in  Scotland,  the  whole  members  warned  to  attend. 

Sederunt— 3 o\in  Hall  Maxwell,  Esq. ;  Colonel  Mure  of  Caldwell ;  Colonel 

MacDowall  of  Garthland ;  Sir  John  Maxwell  of  PoUoc ;  Archibald 

Sinclair,  Esq.,  Commissioner  for  Elderslie ;  John  Salmond,  Esq., 

£tictor  for  Mr  Houston ;  John  Buchanan,  Esq.  of  Glenlora ;  John 

Qraham,  Esq.  of  Craigallion ;  Boyd  Alexander,  Esq.  of  Southbar. 

Colonel  Miure,  Preses. 

After  several  of  the  Trustees  present  had  expressed  their  opinion  of  the 

principle  and  details  of  the  proposed  Bill,  and  its  probable  effect  on  the 
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Conntj       county  of  Rcnfreir ,  it  was  put  to  the  meeting,  whether  they  approved  or 
^         disapproTed  of  the  principle  of  the  measure,  when  all,  with  the  exception 
Kenfrew.      ^^  -^  Graham,  were  of  one  mind  in  disapproving  thereof— -Mr  Qraham 
L.  Hill,  Esq.  *  K^^^^  ^^^  ^^  reason  that,  while  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  Bill,  as  at  pre- 
A.   Uotirgao)  sent  framed,  would  operate  injuriously  to  the  county  of  Renfrew,  he  was 
£sq.  in  favour  of  the  general  principle  of  the  measure,  and  thought  that,  were 

provision  made  in  the  Bill  that  large  cities  like  Glasgow  were  burdened 
not  only  with  payment  of  a  share  of  the  debt,  but  also  with  the  up-keep  of 
the  portions  of  the  turnpike  road  beyond  a  certain  distance  of  the  muni- 
cipality, the  abolition  of  tolls  womd  be  attended  with  benefit  to  the 
country ;  and  he  would  rather,  therefore,  petition  in  favour  of  the  Bill, 
and  endeavour  to  have  provision  made  therein  as  above. 

The  draft  of  a  petition  to  the  House  of  Commons,  prepared  by  Mr 
Maxwell,  against  the  measure,  was  then  read,  and,  after  some  alterations 
and  additions,  was  adopted ;  and  the  Preses  was  requested  to  sign  the  same, 
and  to  write  to  Sir  Michael  Shaw  Stewart,  the  member  fur  the  county,  on 
the  subject,  and  ask  him  to  present  and  support  the  same.    * 

To  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  in  Parliament  assembled,  the  Humble  Petition 
of  the  Trustees  of  the  Renfrewshire  Turnpike  Roads, 

Sheweth, — That  a  Bill  has  been  introduced  into  your  Honourable 
House,  entitled  ^*  A  Bill  to  enable  Counties  in  Scotland  to  abolish  ToUs 
and  Statute  Labour,  and  to  maintain  their  Public  Roads  and  Bridges  by 
Assessment. " 

That  your  petitioners  object  to  the  principle  and  details  of  this  Bill  as 
unjust  and  partial  in  their  operation. 

That  the  BiU,  though  bearing  to  be  permissive,  enables  the  existing 
system  for  maintaining  roads  to  be  abolished,  and  an  untried  one  to  be 
irrevocably  adopted  by  a  majority  of  one  vote  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Supply  who  may  happen  to  be  present  at  any  meeting  called  for  the 
purpose. 

That  the  Bill  enables  persons  residing  in  one  county,  adopting  its  pro- 
visions, to  use  for  a  certain  number  of  miles,  and  without  contributing  to 
their  maintenance,  the  roads  of  an  adjoining  county  where  the  BiU  has 
not  been  acted  on. 

That  whatever  may  be  the  disadvantages  of  the  toll  system,  those  of 
the  substitutes  for  it,  proposed  by  the  Bill»  will  be  greater,  and  will  with- 
in the  county  of  Renfrew,  make  the  burden  of  maintaining  the  turnpike 
roads  far  more  partial  and  unequal  than  at  present. 

That  the  existing  system,  with  all  its  imperfections,  is  based  on  the 
broad  principle  of  making  those  only  who  use  roads  pay  for  them,  while 
under  the  Bui  the  reverse  would  frequently  be  the  case,  in  respect  that  the 
actual  use  of  a  road  would  cease  to  be  any  criterion  for  det^mining  the 
allocation  of  the  cost  of  its  maintenance. 

That  in  a  county,  circumstanced  as  Renfrewshire,  this  anomalous  result 
would  arise  in  various  ways,  among  which  may  be  instanced, 

(1.)  I%epeneral  dijf\uum  o/Railwc^s  over  the  County. 
^  It  humbly  appears  to  your  petitioners,  that  however  expedient  it  may 
formerly  have  been  to  substitute  for  tolls  such  a  system  of  assessments  as 
is  contemplated  by  the  Bill,  the  propriety  of  such  a  change  has  been 
materially  affected  by  the  introduction  of  railways.  Formerly,  the  main 
lines  of  road  were  necessarily  used  by  all,  and  the  rental  of  a  property 
might  possibly  have  then  been  accepted  as  an  indication  of  its  use  of 
roads.  This  no  longer  has  place,  now,  one  party  uses  a  railway  for  the 
whole  of  his  farm  exports  and  imports,  another  carries  these  over  a  turn- 
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pike,  etch  pays  for  what  he  employs — ^the  one  railway  rates,  the  other      County 
tolls.    But  under  the  i)ropo8ed  Bill,  the  first  would  be  assessed  equally  ^f 

with  the  second,  subjecting  the  one  to  pay  for  that  by  which  he  does  not     B<"f'^^- 
benefit,  and  proportionally  relievmg  the  other  of  the  maintenance  of  that  |^^  gm^  i^^^  . 
which  he  wears  and  tears, — thus  sanctioning  the  injustice  of  an  impost,   'a.  Hog^aii) 
general  in  its  application,  for  that  which  is  now  no  longer  in  general  use.      Esq. 

(2.)  The prevalenoe  ofFactorieB  and  other  PubUe  Wofis  in  the  County 

of  Renfrew, 

Many  of  these  establishments,  though  with  a  small  rental  and  but  few 
horses  available  for  assessment,  keep  their  horses  always  on  the  roads, 
and  consequently  use  them  to  a  greater  extent  than  landed  properties  of 
ten  times  their  rental  and  with  five  times  the  number  of  horses.  This  is 
a  position  which  your  petitioners  can  without  difiicultT  establish.  The 
following  is  an  example — A  is  a  mill  with  an  assessable  rental  of  L.120 
and  thr»e  horses,  B  is  an  arable  fiirm,  valued  at  L.240,  with  four  horses : 
A  at  present  pays  L.65  of  tolls  in  a  year,  B  L.l,  18s.  4d.,  the  explanation 
being  that  toe  horses  of  A  are  constantly  on  the  roads  over  which 
the  whole  produce  of  the  mill  is  carried,  while  the  horses  of  B  are 
principally  in  the  field,  aitd  the  produce  of  the  farm  is  conveyed  by  railway, 
to  which  L.30, 14s.  6d.  is  annually  paid  in  dues.  Under  the  Bill,  while 
the  traffic  would  in  each  case  remain  unaltered,  the  proportional  contribu- 
tiims  on  account  of  it  by  the  two  subjects  would  be  reversed,  whatever 
mode  of  assessment  (on  rental,  horses,  or  oombinaUon  of  the  two),  might 
be  adopted.  Tour  petitioners  do  not  anticipate  that  your  Honourable 
House  will  sanction  a  measure  fraught  with  so  much  iiyustice  to  one  class 
and  so  much  uncalled  for  relief  to  another.  It  is  proper  to  remark,  that 
this  immunity  from  tolls  apparently  enjoyed  by  B  does  not  flow  from  any 
fortuitous  distribution  of  bars  by  which  tolls  can  be  evaded,  and  the  turn- 
pike used  for  some  distance  without  payment,  as  no  part  of  its  traffic  can 
be  carried  without  the  incurrence  of  a  toll. 

(3.)  ThepfvximUyofRenfrewMreiotheChua^ 

City  of  OUuyow. 

As  all  the  great  lines  of  road  communication  through  the  county  of 
Renfrew  from  neighbouring  parts  of  Scotland  converge  towards  the  dty  of 
1j  lasgow  on  the  border  of  the  adjoining  county  of  Lanark,  and  as  the 
amount  of  the  traffic  thereon  naturally  increases  as  they  approach  that  great 
emporium  of  commerce,  and  as  most  of  the  stone  and  other  building  ma- 
terial for  that  city  is  carted  along  the  Renfrewshire  roads  by  Glasgow  or 
Lanarkshire  carters,  were  the  county  of  Lanark  to  adopt  the  Bill,  and  no 
provision  made  for  Glasgow  contributing  towards  the  maintenance  of  these 
roads,  then  by  the  operation  of  the  66th  Clause  of  the  Bill  giving  persons 
residing  in  Lanarksnire  a  right  to  travel  to  a  distance  of  (say  only)  four 
miles  into  adjoining  counties,  the  county  of  Renfrew  would  be  thereby  de- 
prived of  tolls  estimated  at  present  to  yield  L.  6,600,  and  be  burdened  not 
only  with  the  maintenance  of  most  expensive  roads  in  its  upper  ward, 
principally  required  for  Lanarkshire  tnffic,  but  with  the  liquidation  of 
large  debts  contracted  on  account  of  them  and  on  the  security  of  the  tolk 
proposed  to  be  abolished. 

That  the  foregoing  statements  have  reference  to  that  part  of  the  Bill  by 
which  it  is  proposed  to  substitute  assessments  for  tolls  on  turnpike  roads. 

That  with  regard  to  statute  labour  roads,  the  service  of  statute  labour 
has,  in  the  county  of  Renfrew,  long  been  commuted  into  money  raised  by 
assessment  on  rental,  or  rates  on  horses. 

That  the  operation  of  assessments  for  such  roads  is  not  attended  with 
the  evils  which  would  follow  the  application  of  such  a  system  to  tumpikesr 

Ist,  Because  the  class  of  millers,  carriers^  and  carters,  whom  aasessnieni 
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County       vould  unfairly  relieve,  carry  comparatively  little  of  their  traffic  over 
^  ^^  statute  labour  roads ; 

lien  Tew,         2nd,  Because  as  the  agricultural  public  still  use  these  roads  generally, 
L.  Hill,  Esq. ;  whether  in  farm  operations  or  in  obtaining  access  to  railway  stations,  a 
A.   Hoggan,  general  impost  for  their  maintenance  is  unobjectionable ;  and 
Esq.  3rd,  Because  these  side  roads  do  not  afford  facilities  for  evasion  of  nuin- 

tenance,  nor  for  the  carriage  of  a  destructive  stranger  traffic,  free  of 
charge,  as  would  be  the  case  on  the  turnpikes  near  Glasgow,  their  employ- 
ment being  mainly  restricted  to  the  districts  through  wUch  they  pass  and 
by  which  they  are  maintained. 

That  besides  the  objections  above  stated  to  the  Bill,  there  are  others  in 
point  of  detail  to  which  your  petitioners  might  uige  strong  objectioni, 
some  of  which  details  your  petitioners  believe  would  in  a  great  measure 
render  the  Bill  inoperative. 

Your  petitioners  therefore  humbly  pray  that  the  Bill  may  not  pas 
into  law,  but  should  your  Honourable  House  deem  it  proper  to 
proceed  to  its  farther  consideration,  that  the  same,  or  Uie  whole 
subject  matter  thereof,  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee  of  your 
Honourable  House,  and  your  petitioners  shall  ever  pray,  etc 

Signed  by  William  Mure  of  Caldwell,  vice-lieutenant  of  the 
county  of  Renfrew,  Preses  of  and  in  name  and  by  order  of 
a  meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Renfrewshire  Turnpike 
Roads,  held  on  Monday  the  7th  June  1858. 

WiiiLiAJC  Mure,  Preaa- 


No.  II.  Sir  John  JliaxweUf  Bart.,  of  Polloc,  Examined : — 

Sir  John  I  am  a  landed  proprietor  in  the  county  of  Renfrew,  and  I  have  a  portion 

Maxwell,  Bart  of  property  (about  100  acres)  within  the  municipal  bounds  of  Glasgow,  t 
considerable  portion  of  whieh  is  occupied  by  feus.  I  have  taken  a  con- 
siderable interest  in  all  matters  connected  with  the  county,  and  more 
especially  as  regards  roads,  having  been  a  Road  Trustee  for  many  years. 
1  have  had  occasion  to  consider  the  question  of  the  abolition  of  tolls.  I 
do  not  know  of  any  resolutions  having  been  passed  on  the  subiect  in  tbe 
county  of  Renfrew.  I  am  aware  that  there  is  a  considerable  oebt  affect- 
ing mai\y  of  the  Trusts,  which,  I  think,  constitutes  the  real  obstacle  to 
carrying  out  any  project  for  the  abolition  of  tolls.  A  great  portion  of  thii 
debt  has  been  incurred  in  constructing  and  improving  roads,  and  was  partly 
occasioned  by  pressure  fi^m  the  county  of  Ayr,  to  make  new  roads  between 
it  and  Glasgow.  The  Ayrshire  traJic  is  now  mostly  diverted  by  tbe 
railways. 

In  feuing  lands  for  building  within  the  parliamentary  boundaries  of 
Glasgow,  the  system  I  have  adopted  is  to  make  the  streets  and  sewers  mj" 
ae]£f  and  then  to  make  the  feuars  pay  for  the  portions  opposite  thor 
houses.  Until  the  feus  are  built,  1  must  myself  maintain  the  streets.  I 
do  not  know  that  the  Statute  Labour  Trustees  of  the  city  have  yet  tsken 
any  portion  of  the  streets  or  roads  on  my  land  off  the  hands  of  the  fenaia 
They  were  in  treaty  to  do  so,  but  I  am  not  certain  how  far  it  has  been 
carried  out. 

I  think  it  is  an  equitable  principle,  that  the  expense  of  constmcting 
roads,  in  the  first  place,  should  fall  upon  the  proprietors,  but  I  should  not 
think  that,  in  such  a  case,  they  were  bound  to  throw  them  open  to  tlie 
pnblic.  I  think  the  same  principle  would  not  be  applicable  to  the  oon- 
straction  of  roads  through  lands  generally,  unless  there  was  a  right  to  ro- 
cover  from  parties  using  the  roads  by  exacting  tolls.     I  do  not  think  it 
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would  be  equitable  tbat  a  collection  of  horses  and  carriages  for  sbows  or       Gonnty 
equestrian  amusements,  going  from  one  town  to  anotlier,  or  heavy  steam  ^ 

tlmishing  machines,  should  pass  over  a  road  without  paying  something     Hcnfrew. 
towards  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  road.  gir  John 

I  know  of  some  cases  in  which  railway  companies  have  been  led  to  con«  Maxwell,  Bart, 
tribute  towards  the  repair  of  the  roads,  in  consequence  of  the  great  injury 
done  by  the  traffic  to  and  from  their  stations. 

Besides  the  amount  of  debt,  I  see  another  difficulty  to  the  abolition  of 
tolls.  Where  a  tenant  has  taken  a  lease  of  his  farm,  he  has  taken  it  at  a 
lower  rent,  in  consequence  of  the  existence  of  tolls  between  him  and  the 
market.  It  was  calculated  a  number  of  years  ago  by  Mr  Wilson,  that  a 
farm  of  about  100  acres,  situated  outside  two  toll-bars,  and  let  at  L.2W, 
paid  from  L.35  to  L.40  yearly  in  tolls.  Unless  there  were  some  provision 
in  a  legislative  enactment  to  remedy  this,  the  tenant  in  this  case  would 
be  a  gainer  to  the  extent  of  the  amount  of  his  tolls.  This,  however,  would 
be  a  case  which  might  be  adjusted  between  the  landlord  and  the  tenant 
when  the  lease  terminated.  The  most  of  my  property  is  within  five  miles 
of  Glasgow. 

There  are  many  persons  who  now  make  use  of  the  roads  who  could 
not  surely  or  effectually  be  got  at  under  any  system  except  by  payment  of 
tolls.  These  parties,  carters  and  others,  are  many  of  them  so  poor^  that 
it  would  be  very  difficult  to  levy  a  direct  assessment  from  them. 

I  think  Renfrewshire  is  peculiarly  situated  in  respect  to  Lanarkshire. 

I  do  not  think  that  the  value  of  my  property  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Glasgow  would  be  enhanced  by  the  abolition  of  tolls,  at  least  in  my  life- 
time^ to  the  extent  to  which  I  would  be  injured  by  the  expense  of  the  roads 
being  thrown  upon  roe  as  a  proprietor. 

The  Grorbals  roads  within  four  miles  of  Glasgow  cost  the  annual  sum  of 
L.4000  to  uphold  them.  Perhaps  three-fourths  of  the  traffic  consists  of 
stone  carts  drawn  bv  horses  kept  in  Glasgow.  These  horses  would  pay  in 
Glasgow,  and  the  Irustees  would  have  these  roads  to  keep  up,  with  only 
about  one-fourth  of  the  traffic  paying  assessment ;  and,  if  each  parish  kept 
up  its  own  roads,  that  expense  would  fall  on  the  thi^e  parishes  through 
which  these  roads  pass. 


Olasgoto,  Tuesday,  lOth  May  1859. 


MBUBlUtS  PS£SSlfT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.         |         Sir  Andrew  Orr. 
MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAHl. 


No.  HI.  Mr  Matthew  Wilson,  Cardonald,  Paisley,  Examined  :— 

I  am  surveyor  to  the  Renfrewshire  Turnpike  Road  Trustees,  and  have  Mr  M.  Wilson* 
held  the  situation  for  fully  two  years.  I  have  171  miles  of  turnpike  road 
under  my  charge,  besides  the  statute  labour  roads  in  two  parishes,  Kil- 
barchan  and  the  Abbey  Parish  of  Paisley.  Of  the  above  mileage,  nearly 
S^  miles  are  situate  in  Lanarkshire.  I  go  over  all  these  roads  myself.^  1 
have  the  roads  divided  into  sections.  Thepe  have  been  no  extensive  im- 
provements on  these  roads  since  I  took  charge  of  them.  I  would  not 
take  upon  myself  to  make  any  improvements  without  the  order  of  the 
Trustees.  I  only  consider  mvself  responsible  for  the  ordinary  repair* 
Two  branches  of  the  Renfrewshire  Turnpike  Roads  come  into  Glasgow^ 
the  one  is  the  old  Kilmarnock  Road  hj  Oathcart,  and  the  other  the  new 


380  Turnpike  Road  Inquiry — Scotland, 

Coontj  Kilmarnock  Road  by  Crossmyloof.  At  Crossmyloof,  about  two  miles  from 
.  ^^  Glasgow,  the  road  leading  to  Pollockshaws,  Barrhead,  and  other  plaoea» 
Kenfrew.  ij^anchea  off.  The  first  section  out  of  Glasgow,  by  Crossmyloof,  extend* 
Mr  M.  Wilfon.  ^  about  two  miles.  The  longest  section  in  the  county  b  about  seven 
miles.  The  expense  of  a  piece  of  the  road  under  my  charge  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  Glasgow  is  L.538  per  mile  for  the  first  two  miles. 
Most  of  the  stones  driven  from  the  Giffnock  quarries  to  Glasgow  pass 
alon^  it  I  consider  the  traffic  from  these  quarries  pays  more  than^  is 
reqmred  for  keeping  up  the  road,  not  taking  into  account  the  portioii 
of  roads  situate  witmn  the  municipality  of  Glasgow,  towards  the  main- 
tenance of  which  the  Trustees  pay  L.1,300  a  year.  I  think  the  carts  frx>m 
the  quarries  will  pay  in  tolls  from  L.2,400  to  L.2,600  per  annum.  The 
carts  conveying  stones  to  Glasgow  by  Crossmyloof  or  Cathcart  in  either 
way  use  about  four  miles  of  the  Renfrewshire  roads.  Upon  the  next 
portion  of  the  road,  between  the  quarries  towards  Crossmyloof,  tbe 
expense  of  maintenance  may  be  about  L.400  per  mile,  and  from  Cross- 
myloof to  PoUockshaws  the  expense  may  be  about  the  same.  There  is 
a  good  deal  of  stone  traffic  on  the  latter  portion,  besides  bleaching  carta 
and  other  general  traffic.  The  stone  carts  generally  wei^h  from  2i  tons 
to  3^.  I  think  such  a  weight  is  more  injurious  in  proportion  than  a  lo«d 
of  a  ton  or  a  ton  and  a  quarter.  For  carts  laden  with  general  merchan- 
dise, weighing  above  27  cwt.,  and  drawn  by  one  horse,  6d.  of  toll  is 
charged,  and  under  that  weight  4d.,  and  when  laden  with  wall  (not  being 
principal)  stones,  coal,  ironstone,  drain  tiles,  lime  or  limestone,  weighing 
above  that  weight,  4d.,  and  under  it,  3d.  If  the  scale  were  raised  higher, 
I  think  it  might  have  the  effect  of  driving  traffic  off  the  road. 

The  statute  labour  roads  in  the  two  parishes  under  my  charge  are  in 
pretty  good  condition,  but  in  the  neighbourhood  of  mineral  works  they 
are  not  so  good. 

I  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  to  amalgamate  the  statute  labour 
roads  with  the  turnpikes.  The  statute  labour  roads  in  parishes  could  be 
managed  with  more  advantage  if  under  the  same  superintendence  with 
the  turnpike  roads  which  pass  through  them.  The  expenditure  in  parishes 
on  statute  labour  roads,  is  necessarily  limited  to  the  amount  of  the  assess- 
ment, which  is  seldom  increased.  In  the  county  of  Renfrew  I  consider 
the  turnpike  Trusts  are  virtually  consolidated,  although  the  district 
accounts  are  kept  separate. 

The  branch  of  the  Renfrewshire  roads  which  comes  into  Glasgow  by 
Cathcart,  costs  for  the  first  two  miles  L.468  per  mile.  There  is  some 
stone  traffic  on  this  road  also.  One  of  the  sections  on  the  Renfrew  and 
Greenock  Turnpike  Road,  extending  to  about  seven  miles,  costs  at  the  rate 
of  L.8  per  mile.  This  road  runs  parallel  with  the  Clyde  and  the  railwaj, 
and  there  is  very  little  traffic  on  it  now.  Another  road  in  the  Paisley 
and  Lochwinnoch  District  costs  about  L.7  per  mile.  It  is  in  the  direction 
of  Beith,  and  extends  over  five  miles  of  an  agricultural  district,  hilly  and 
not  very  populous.  The  railway  has  carried  off  most  of  the  traffic  from 
it,  the  greater  part  of  the  traffic  left  being  purely  local.  The  diminished 
cost  of  repair  is  not  sufficient  to  make  up  for  the  loss  of  revenue  from  the 
diversion  of  traffic.  A  large  portion  of  the  turnpike  roads  come  into  the 
town  of  Paisley,  and  I  estimate  that  within  the  parliamentary  boundaries 
they  cost  L.541  in  whole,  being  very  nearly  nine  miles  in  length.  The 
turnpike  road  which  passes  through  Johnstone,  and  extends  to  about  a 
mile,  costs  at  present  about  L.220,  the  principal  traffic  on  it  being  iron- 
stone.  In  Greenock,  there  is  fully  a  mile  of  road,  costing  about  L.60,  and 
in  Port  Glasgow,  about  a  mile,  costing  L.28. 

If  the  tolls  were  removed  without  the  parliamentary  boundarr  of  Paisley, 
it  would  be  a  loss  to  the  Trust,  even  although  it  were  relieved  of  the  cost 
of  the  mainteDance  of  the  portions  of  road  that  are  within  the  boundary. 
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If  tolls  were  abolished,  it  would  imply,  as  a  conseqaence,  the  abolition       County 
of  weigfaini^.     I  think  the  effect  of  this  would  be  to  decrease  the  weight      ^^  ^^ 
of  the  loadings  carried  along  the  roads,  as  these  heavy  loads  are  carried         J^J[f*' 
for  the  purpose  of  saving  expense,  by  taking  advantage  of  the  present  Mr  M.  Wikoa, 
scale  of  toU.     Heavy  carts  or  loadings  do  much  more  damage  to  the 
road,  in  proportion  to  their  weight  than  traffic  of  a  lighter  nature ;  there- 
fore, so  nr  as  the  tear  and  wear  of  the  road  is  concerned,  I  think  that 
if  tolls  were  abolished,  the  result  would  be  beneficial. 

If  any  scheme  could  be  devised  whereby  an  assessment  would  not 
involve  a  heavier  burden  than  is  at  present  borne  by  them,  I  think  farmers 
and  others  would  be  willing  to  agree  to  it,  but  the  difficulty  in  my  mind 
18  how  to  regulate  and  collect  the  assessment  in  an  equitable  manner, 
from  the  variety  of  classes  using  the  roads  in  the  west  of  Scotland,  and 
that  difficulty  seems  to  me  so  great,  that  I  cannot  but  think  the  pre- 
sent system,  which  makes  those  who  use  the  road  pay  for  its  maintenance 
(although  in  some  respects  it  might,  perhaps,  be  improved),  is  more 
just  in  its  working  than  any  other  system  which  could  practically  be 
adopted.  I  do  not  think  that  the  tolls  materially  operate  at  present  as 
an  obstacle  to  feuing  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Glasgow.  Feuing  is  going 
on  very  rapidly  in  the  extensive  districts  of  Kelvinside  and  Dowanhill, 
on  the  nortn  side  of  tbe  Clyde,  and  to  the  west  of  Olasgow  on  the  lands 
of  Bella  Houston,  Ibroxholm,  and  Middleton,  on  the  south-west  side  of 
Clyde ;  on  the  lands  of  Shawlands  to  the  south,  and  on  the  lands  of 
Killermont  to  the  north  of  Glasgow,  and  on  others  that  could  be  men- 
tioned, between  all  which  and  Glasgow  there  are  toUs.  The  feuars  and 
owners  of  villas  whom  I  have  occasion  to  know,  prefer  paying  a  moderate 
toll,  such  as  is  at  present  levied  at  most  bars  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Glasgow  for  the  use  they  make  of  the  turnpikes,  to  paying  for  their  up- 
keep by  assessment.  No  doubt  a  few  who  keep  carriages  and  horses 
mignt  prefer  an  assessment  to  the  present  system,  for  the  obvious  reason 
that  an  assessment,  bringing  within  its  scope  those  who  possess  no  car- 
riages or  horses  as  well  as  those  who  do,  would  be  throwing  on  the  general 
public  the  burden  of  nudntaining  roads,  which  is  at  present  justly  borne 
by  those  using  them,  and  would  thus,  to  a  certain  extent,  be  relieving 
those  who  keep  carriages  and  horses  at  the  expense  of  their  less  fortunate 
neighbours  who  do  not  keep  them,  and  who  find  their  way  into  town  on 
foot  or  by  public  conveyances,  or  the  fitdlities  afforded  bv  the  several 
railways.  The  toll  rates  at  present  charged  on  the  roads  under  my 
care,  I  consider  moderate. 

I  hand  in  a  statement  with  reference  to  the  county  of  Renfrew,  made 
out  for  the  purpose  of  showing  how  a  change  from  tolls  to  assessment 
would  operate  in  certain  cases  m  certain  parishes. 

Were  tolls  abolished,  and  each  county  burdened  with  the  expense  of 
maintaining  the  roads  within  it,  raised  by  assessment,  I  consider  it  would 
be  a  very  serious  matter  to  the  county  of  Renfrew,  as  it  would  have  to 
keep  up  expensive  portions  of  roads  principally  used  by  traffic  belonging 
to  Glasgow,  which  is  situate  in  another  county;  further,  were  tolk 
abolished,  and  the  funds  for  the  up-keep  of  the  roads  raised  partly  by 
assessment  on  lands,  and  partly  on  horses,  I  am  of  opinion  that  if  the 
rates  on  horses  belongin|f  to  public  works  and  quarries  situate  in  the 
county  of  Renfrew,  say  within  a  distance  of  12  miles  from  Glasgow,  were 
heavy,  these  horses  would  be  kept  within  the  municipality  of  Glasgow, 
where,  in  consequence  of  the  large  assessable  rental  of  house  property, 
etc. — about  L.  1,600,000  sterling — ^the  rate  on  horses  would  be  small,  as 
it  at  present  is,  the  charge  on  a  horse  being  only  L.l,  Is.  per  annum. 
With  regurd  to  the  horses  driving  stones  to  Glasgow,  kept  in  Renfrew- 
shire,  where  the  assessment  would  necesaarilv  be  the  heaviest,  it  would 
practically  be  exceedingly  difficult  to  collect  the  rates  required,  as  in 
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Coonty      many  cases  the  owners  are  possessed  of  no  other  property  than  their  horses 

„   ^^  and  carts,  the  hires  for  which  are  paid  to  them  weekly,  and  in  maoj 

""^*'      cases  daily  ;  and  frequently  in  the  course  of  12  months  the  number  oi 

Jir  M.  Wilsfon.  horses  they  keep  is  increased  or  decreased,  and  off  and  on  the  road,  just 

as  the  building  trade  of  Glasgow  is  brisk  or  dull. 

The  present  revenue  of  all  the  turnpike  roads  under  my  charge  (wluch 
includes  all  the  turnpike  roads  in  the  county  of  Renfrew*  except  the 
Kelly  Road,  and  the  portions  under  the  Yoker  Road  Trust  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Clyde,  amounts  to  ....  L.  15,383  5  8 
And  the  total  expenditure,  exclusive  of  the  interest  of 

debt,  is      .  .  .  .  .  10,375    0    1 

The  above  expenditure  includes  L.  1,800  pidd  to  the  Statute  Labour 
Trustees  of  Glasgow,  for  the  causewaying  and  keeping  of  the  portions  of 
the  roads  embraced  in  the  Renfrewshire  Road  Act,  lying  within  the 
municipality  of  Glasgow,  and  L.574,  2s.  lOd.,  the  cost  of  maintaining 
6i  miles  of  roads  situate  in  the  county  of  Lanark,  also  embraced  in  the 
Renfrewshire  Road  Act. 

8d.  per  £  on  the  valuation  of  the  coimty,  amounts  to  L.  10,520. 

I  may  mention  that  th^e  are  two  roads  in  Renfrewshire  upon  which 
there  are  tolls,  but  which  do  not  seem  to  be  included  along  with  the 
turnpike  roads.  One  is  in  the  parish  of  Eastwood,  on  the  propeitv  of 
Sir  John  Maxwell,  and  is  taken  charge  of  by  his  &ctor,  Mr  Colled^. 
The  other  is  in  the  parish  of  Eaglesham,  on  the  property  of  Mr  Gilmour, 
and  is  managed  by  nis  factor,  Mr  Mather.  No  account  of  these  tolls,  so 
far  as  I  am  aware,  is  rendered  to  the  general  body  of  Trustees,  and  I  am 
not  able  to  explain  by  what  authority  the  tolls  are  levied  on  these  rotds, 
but  they  may  be  included  in  the  Renfrewshire  Road  Act. 

The  money  expended  on  the  maintenance  of  the  Renfrewshire  Turn- 
pike Roads  within  five  miles  of  Glasgow,  amounts  to  L.3,309,  exclustre 
of  the  above  L.  1,300  paid  to  the  Statute  Labour  Trustees  of  the  city  of 
Glasgow,  for  the  causewaying  and  keeping  the  portions  within  the  par- 
liamentary boundary  of  Glasgow ;  but  for  this  bargain,  the  above  roads, 
situate  within  the  municipality  of  Glasgow,  might  have  cost  the  Trust 
L.  1,200  a  year  for  maintenance,  making,  in  all,  L. 4,609  within  the  five 
miles. 

I  have  made  out  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  collection  by  tolls  throughout 
the  county.  I  estimate  the  cost  of  collection  of  the  revenue  of  the  whole 
turnpike  roads  imder  my  charge  at  L.895,  10s.  per  annum,  or  6  per  cent 
I  form  this  estimate  by  taking,  for  instance,  Muirhouses  Toll,  the  one 
nearest  Glasgow.  I  put  L.IO  of  rental  on  the  house,  and  L.35  for  a 
collector  yearly.  This  bar  is  let,  and  the  tacksman  puts  in  a  collector, 
to  whom  he  pays  this  sum  as  wages.  I  have  made  no  allowance  for 
tacksman's  profits.  The  Gorbals  Bar  costs  the  tacksman  L.37  for  a  col- 
lector, including  L.2  for  the  house.  The  cost  of  the  four  checks  would 
be  about  L.45,  including  tbe  houses. 


Supplenuniary  Statement  hy  Mr  WUeon, 

The  revenue  for  1857-58,  drawn  from  toll-bars  on  the  Renfrewshire 
roads,  situate  witliin  a  radius  of  five  miles  round  Glasgow,  amounts  to 
L. 8,260, — L. 4,590  thereof  being  drawn  from  the  inside  bars  next  to 
Glasgow,  and  L.  3,670  from  the  outside  bars.  The  revenue  for  1868-^ 
drawn  from  the  same  toll  bars,  amounts  to  L.7,785, — L.4,225  thereof 
being  drawn  from  the  inside  bars,  and  L.  3,560  from  the  outside  ones. 
From  carefully  collected  data,  and  enquiries  made,  and  assisted  by  the 
former  surveyor  of  the  Renfrewshire  roads,  I  find  that  at  least  L.3,070  of 
the  L.8,260  of  revenue  for  1857-58  is  derived  from  the  traffic  arising  be- 
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y  ond  the  five  miles  round  Glasgow,  leavrng  drawn  for  traffic  arising  wttbin       County 
that  distance,  ......        L.5,190    0    0      Renfrew 

The  rerenue  for  the  same  year,  drawn  from  the  other  

toil-bars  on  the   Gorbals  and  Kilmarnock  roads,  Mr  M.  WUion. 

situate  beyond  the  fire  miles  radius  round  Glasgow, 
amounts  to  .  .  .        L.1,768  18  10 

To  which  add  the  proportion  collected  at 
inside  toll-bars  from  oatside  traffic,  as 
aboTe,        ...  .  3,070    0    0 

4^88  18  10 

Total  revenae  of  the  Gorbab  and  Kilmarnock  roads)    ^  i  a  aoo  i  o  i  a 
fbrl867-58,        ....  |    L..1Q,028  18  10 

From  investigations  made  by  me,  and  assisted  by  Mr  Anderson,  my  pre- 
decessor in  the  surveyorship  of  the  Renfrewshire  roads  for  upwards  of 
25  years,  we  find  that,  for  a  series  of  years  back,  taking  into  account  the 
extraordinary  expenditure  of  widening  the  metal  bed  of  the  road  leading 
from  the  Giffiiock  Quarries  towards  Glasgow,  the  improvement  on  the 
road  from  Glasgow  to  Eaglesbara,  and  at  Mr  Cram's  of  Busby,  the  pro- 
portion of  the  revenue  coUected  within  the  five  mile  radius  round  Glas- 
gow, firom  the  traffic  arising  within  these  limits,  has  barely  paid  the  outlay 
on  the  roads  within  that  radius. 

Neither  I  nor  my  predecessor  consider  the  two  toll-bars  on  the  Gorbals 
and  fi^ilmamock  roads  within  the  five  mile  radius  of  Glasgow  oppressive 
to  those  who  pass  through  and  pay  them ;  nor  are  they  complained  of  by 
the  principal  landowners  affected  by  them,  and  chiefly  interested  in  tbi 
prosperity  and  increase  of  the  dtv  and  neighbourhood.  We  are  of  opinion 
that  it  would  be  more  unfair  to  the  public  using  the  roads  if  the  outside 
bars  were  done  away  with,  and  the  rates  at  the  inner  bars  or  those  next 
Glasgow  increased.  If  this  were  done  it  would  be  making  the  parties 
residing  near  the  inside  bar,  and  using  less  of  the  road,  pay  as  much  as 
those  who  reside  beyond  the  outside  bar  and  use  more  of  the  road,  and 
thus  be  inflicting  in  a  much  greater  degree  the  hardship  complained  of  by 
those  residing  at  the  outside  bars,  and  requiring  to  pay  at  two  tolls  when 
carting  into  Glasgow.  No  one,  we  fancy,  who  studies  the  subject  impar- 
tially, can  dispute  that  it  is  more  equitable  that  there  should  be  two  tolls, 
and  that  the  party  residing  at  the  outside  of  the  distant  bar  should  pay  4d. 
or  6d.,  as  the  case  noay  be,  at  it,  and  another  4d.  or  6d.  at  the  inside  bar^ 
than  that  the  party  residing  within  a  short  distance  of  the  city  should  pay 
8d.  or  Is.  As  regards  the  complaint  by  Mr  Crum,  the  owner  of  a  cotton 
mill  situate  immediately  beyond  one  of  the  outside  bars,  that  he  and 
bis  neighboiur,  with  their  manufactured  goods,  require  to  pay  at  two  toll- 
bars  coming  into  Glasgow,  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that  the  roads  were  made, 
and  the  two  bars  situate  thereon,  placed  where  they  now  are  b^ore  this 
work  was  in  existence ;  and  further,  that  the  present  owner  purchased  the 
work,  not  a  great  many  years  ago,  with  all  its  advantages  of  water  power 
and  roads,  and  made  his  calculations  accordingly,  and  when  the  rates  of 
tolls  were  three  times  as  high  as  they  are  now  (the  rates  being  reduced  to 
what  they  are  at  present  in  1849),  but  apart  firom,  and  in  addition  to,  this, 
it  is  a  fact,  that  the  tolls  he  pays  at  both  bars,  are  less  contrasted  with  those 
payable  at  works  situate  at  an  equal  distance  to  the  north  instead  of  to 
the  south  of  Glasgow.  On  any  of  the  roads  leading  to  Glasgow  firom  the 
north,  as,  for  instance,  the  Road  leading  from  Kirkintilloch  (where  there 
is  also  a  large  stone  traffic  firom  the  Kenmure,  etc.,  quarries,  which  are 
situate  about  three  miles  firom  Glasgow),  a  cart  of  35  cwt.  on  that  road 
would  require  to  pay  Is.  Id.,  whereas  he  only  pays  Is.  AiM  on  another 
road,  that  leading  from  Glasgow  to  the  populous  village  of  Milngavie 
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r     Q      ,        (wliere  there  are  also  a  gretii  number  of  public  works),  a  cart  of  tbe  same 

"of  ^       weight,  and  using  the  same  len«:th  of  road,  would  require  to  pay  at  least 

Ueiifrcw.      double  what  he  pa^s.     Tbe  following  will  show  the  tolls  charged  on  the 

•*->         Renfrewshire  roads  per  mile  and  per  ton,  for  traffic  from  tbe  quarries  at 

Mr  JU.  Wildon.  Qiffnock,  from  the  cotton  mill  before  referred  to,  from  a  paper  mill  at 

Cathcart,  and  from  the  print  works  at  Thornliebank. 

A  cart  from  the  Giffnock  Quarries  to  Qlasgow,  laden  with  stones, 
weighing,  say,  2^  tons,  uses  3^  miles  of  the  roads,  passes  through  two 
bars,  the  tolls  being  Is. — 6d.  at  each  bar,  if  principal  stones ;  and  8d. — 4d. 
at  each  bar  if  ruble  stones,  or  at  the  rate,  if  principal  stones,  of  3.42d.  per 
mile,  or  1.37d.  per  ton  per  mile ;  if  broad  wheels  are  used,  which  is  often  tbe 
case,  one-third  less  toll  is  charged.  Carts  from  the  cotton  mill  coming  into 
Glasgow  pass  over  fully  five  miles  of  the  roads  (measuring  to  the  extremitj 
of  the  road  within  the  municipality  of  Glasgow,  for  tbe  causewaying  and 
maintenance  of  which  the  Trustees  pay  the  city  authorities  out  of  the 
tolls  L.  1,300  a  year).^  They  generally  weigh  35  cwt.  They  pass  through 
two  bars,  the  tolls  being  Is. — 6d.  at  each  bar,  or  at  the  rate  of  2.40d.  per 
mile,  or  1.37d.  per  ton  per  mile ;  if  broad  wheels  are  used,  the  rates  are  less 
by  a  third.  The  carts  from  the  paper  mill  at  Cathcart,  weighing  35  cwU 
use  three  miles  of  the  road  coming  into  Glasgow,  and  pass  through  cot 
bar,  the  toll  being  6d.,  or  at  the  rate  of  2d.  per  cart  per  mile,  or  1.1 4d.  per 
ton  per  mile. 

Tne  carts  from  the  Messrs  Crum's  Printworks  at  Thornliebank  conuBf^ 
into  Glasgow,  generally  weigh  two  tons  each ;  they  use  4^  miles  of  tbe 
road,  and  pass  through  two  bars,  the  tolls  being  Is. — 6d.  at  each  bar,  or 
at  the  rate  of  2.66d.  per  cart  per  mile,  or  1 .33d.  per  ton  per  mile.  We  learn, 
however,  that  there  is  some  arrangement  between  the  tacksmen  of  tbe 
tolls  and  the  owners  of  these  works,  by  which  their  carts  are  all  allowed 
to  pass  at  the  broad  wheel  charge,  and  only  pay  the  reduced  rate  of  8d. 
coming  into  Glasgow,  viz.,  4d.  at  each  bar,  irrespective  of  weight,  or 
1.77d.  per  cart  per  mile,  or  0.88d.  per  ton  per  mile.  Carts  with  broad 
wheels,  by  the  Renfrewshire  Acts,  are  not  subiect  to  weighing. 

The  farther  the  distance  from  Glasgow  on  the  Gorbals  and  Kilmarnock 
roads,  the  traffic  is  the  lighter  and  less  destructive  to  the  roads.  It  is  the 
light  traffic,  and  the  roadls  beyond  the  five  mile  radius  from  Glasgow,  that 
are  the  most  remunerative  to  the  Trust. 

Regarding  an  opinion  that  has  been  started,  that  the  tolls  on  these 
roads  press  more  heavily  on  the  traffic  frvm  such  works  aa  Uie  cotton  miU 
and  print  works  before  referred  to,  than  on  agriculturists  and  owners  of 
land ;  we  think  it  is  the  reverse,  and  that  it  is  the  country  traffic  which 
does  the  least  injury  to  the  roads,  and  which  is  the  more  heavUy  burdened 
of  the  two. 

I  think  it  proper  to  state,  that  my  opinion  on  the  sereral  points  upon 
which  I  have  been  called  upon  to  give  evidence,  is  concurred  in,  and  cor- 
roborated, by  my  predecessor,  who  has  had  very  long  experience  in  roads* 
with  the  exception,  that  he  differs  from  me  in  thinlung  that  if  tolls  were 
abolished,  it  would  have  the  effect  of  decreasing  the  weight  of  the  loadini^ 
his  opinion  being,  that  on  the  Renfrewshire  roads,  so  long  as  they  are  kept 
in  the  same  good  state  as  at  present,  it  would  have  no  effect  on  the  load- 
ings whatever,  and  this  particularly  as  applicable  to  the  stone  carts  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Glasgow. 


Notes  of  Emdenee. 


385 


Statement  handed  in  by  Mr  Wikon^ 

CODNTT  OF  BeNFBEW. 


Mileage. 


r   71 


II 


67 
10 


P.  Tdfl. 

5  026 

8  079 

4  010 


1 


149 
13 


4    115 
0        0 


14    0 


176    4    115 


300    4    144 


477    1      89 


Tun^Jte  Boade. 

(Gorbab,  &c.,  Roads,  ^ 
}  principally  leading  > 
(  to  Gkfigow,  .  .  ) 
fPaifiley,  Johnstone^&c.,' 

Roads,     .... 

'Renfrew   and    Bams-' 

ford  Roads,  .    .    . 


[Renfrew  and  Greenockl 
Road,       .... 

[Greenock  and  Eelly-i 
bridge  Road,     .    . 


Statute  Labour  Roads, 
In  the  whole  oounty,    • 


County 

of 
Benfrevr*  — , 

Mr  M.  WilBon. 


Bevenue  frow 
Tolls. 


L.   B.  d. 
10,028  18  10 

3,528  6  10 
640  0  0 


14,192  5  8 
1,191  0  0 

1,408  0  0 


16,786  5  8 


8,146  15  4 


19,988  1  0 


Bepalrs  d  Boadfl. 


L.      s.    d» 
5,289    4  10* 

2,287    2    2 
875  12    5 


7,851  19    5 
648  17  10 

584  10    2 


9,085    7    5 


8,647    9    6 


12,682  16  11 


*  In  addition  to  this,  there  is  paid  out  of  the  revenue  of  L.  10,028, 
18b.  lOd.,  L.1,800  to  the  Statute  Labour  Trustees  of  the  city  of  Glas- 
gow, for  the  causewaying  and  maintaining  of  the  2  nules  and  43  yards  of 
the  Renfrewshire  loaos  situate  within  the  municipality  of  Glasgow ;  and 
L.574,  2b.  lOd.,  in  maintaining  the  6  miles  2  funirngs  and  137  yaxds  of 
the  road  situate  in  the  county  of  Lanark. 

Debts  at  Whitsunday  1858. 

On  Turnpike  Roads. 

The  Grorbals,  Eilmamook,  Paisley,  Johnstone,  Renfrew, 
and  Bamsford  Roads  (induding  L.6,440  ef  arrears 
of  interest  on  railway  debts),      ....         L. 69,906  17    4 

The  Renfrew  and  Greenock  Road  (including  L.81,881, 

188.  5d.  of  arrears  of  interest,      ....  78,167    0    9 

The  Greenock  and  Kellybridge  Road,      .        .        .  14,512  17    7 


Statute  Labour  Roads. 
On  the  whole  parish  roads  in  the  county, 


162,586  15    S 


4,844  14  ,4 
L.167,431  10    0 


2b 
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County  Yearly  rente  of  lands  and  heritages  in  the  county,  as  per  Yaluation 

^1  RoU  1867-58,  L.316,629,  188.  2d. 

einre  .         q^^  penny  per  £  on  the  above  valuation  amounts  to     L.1.315     2    6 
Mr  M.  Wilson.     Sixpence  per  £  „  „  7,890  15    0 

Ninepence  per  £  „  „  11,836     2    6 

One  shilling  per  £  „  „  15,781  10    0 

Supposing  tolls  were  abolished,  and  the  funds  for  maintaining  the 
turnpiKe  and  statute  labour  roads  in  repair  in  the  county  of  Renfrew, 
raised  by  asseBsment  on  lands  and  heritages,  equally  over  the  whole 
county,  that  assessment  would  require  at  least  to  be  tenpenceper  £. 

And  to  pay  interest,  at  5  per  cent.,  on  a  debt  of  L.  114,000  (yalning 
the  Renfrew  and  Greenock  Road  debt,  say  at  L.25,000),  but  making  no 
provision  for  liquidation  oi  the  debt,  it  would  require  a  further  asBesB- 
ment  ofjivepence  per  £. 


Eastwood  and  Cathcart  Parishes. 

The  length  of  turnpike  roads  in  these 

two  parishes  in  the  Upper  Ward  of 

the  county  of  Renfrew,  and  next  to  ^    F*  ^^    Cost  of  Maintenjuice. 

Glasgow,  18         .        .        .        .        19    6    0  L.2,513  19    4 

And  of  «ra/u/e  2a&our  roads,    .  13    7    0  183     2    9 

33    5    0  L.2,697     2    1 

The  yearly  rent  of  lands  and  heritages  in  these  parishes,  as  per  Valua- 
tion Roll,  is  L.46,189,  lis.  9d. 

It  would  require  an  assessment  of  at  least  one  shiUing  and  threepence  in 
the  £  to  maintiain  the  roads  in  these  parishes. 

The  following  are  a  few  cases  illustrative  of  the  effect  of  a  change  from 
tolls  to  assessment  on  lands  and  heritages  in  these  two  parishes  to  keep 
the  roads  in  repair : — 

i4.  is  a  proprietor  of  certain  freestone  quarries,  rated  in 
the  A^'aluation  Roll  at  L.2,362,  lOs.  of  rent ;  and 
there  is  annually  drawn  horn  tolls  on  the  stones 

{)rincipally  carted  into  the  county  of  Lanark  not 
ess  than        .        . L.2,600    0   0 

By  an  assessment  of  Is.  dd.  in  the  £  of  rental  these 
quarries  would  pay 147  18    0 

B.  is  proprietor  and  occupier  of  a  bleachfield  and  print- 
field,  distant  between  four  and  five  miles  from  Glas- 
cow,  rated  in  the  Valuation  RoU  at  L.  1,462,  and 
has  four  horses  daily  travelling  on  the  roads  to  and 
from  Gla^ow,  and  pays  annually  in  tolls, 
Besides  an  assessment  of  7s.  6d.  on  each  horae,  for  the 
up-keep  of  the  statute  labour  roads,  and  38.  as  an 
occupier, 

In  all. 

By  an  assessment  of  Is.  3d.  in  the  £  of  rental,  he 

would  pay 

Showing  an  annual  gain  to  him  by  the  change,        L.30    5   ^ 


L.120    0 

0 

1  18 

• 

0 

121  18 

0 

91    7 

6 

L.80    5 

C 
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C  18  a  fanner,  and  rents  a  farm,  distant  abont  two  miles  Conntj 

from  Glasgow,  rated  in  the  Valuation  Roll  at  L.390,  o^ 

and  has  six  horses.     He  pays  annually  in  tolls,        .  L.IO    0    0     ^*[^^- 
Besides  an  assessment  of  7s.  6d.  on  each  horse  for  sta-  ]^p  jj,  Wilson, 

tute  labour,  and  Ss.  as  a  householder,     ...  280* 

In  all,  12    8    0 

By  an  assessment  of  Is.  Sd.  in  the  £  he  would  have  to 

I»y 24    7    6 

Extra  payment,  or  difference  to  him  by  the  change,    L.ll  19    6 

Z>.  is  a  farmer,  and  rents  a  farm,  about  four  miles  from 
Glasgow,  rated  at  L.437,  and  has  seven  horses. 

He  pays  annually  in  tolls, L.25    0    0 

And  7s.  6d.  on  each  horse  for  statute  labour,  and  Ss. 
as  a  householder,  2  15    6 

In  all,  27  15    6 

By  an  aaseBsment  of  Is.  3d.  in  the  £  he  would  have  to 
pay 27    6    4 

^.  is  a  farmer,  and  rents  a  farm,  between  four  and  fire 
miles  from  Glasgow,  rated  at  L.199,  and  has  three 
horses.    He  pays  annually  in  tolls,          .  L,4    0    0 

And  7s.  6d.  on  each  horse  for  statute  labour,  and  Ss. 
as  a  householder,  15    6 

In  all,  5    5    6 

By  an  asBessment  of  Is.  Sd.  in  the  £  he  would  have  to 
pay 12    8    9 

Extra  payment,  or  difference  to  him  by  the  change,  7    8    8 


The  following  are  a  few  cases  in  other  parishes  in  the  county,  illustra- 
tive of  the  effedi  of  a  change  from  toUs  to  assessment  on  lands  and  heri- 
tages, to  keep  the  roads  in  repair  i^ 


NeUston  Parish, 

A.  occupies  a  piintfield,  about  eight  miles  from  Glasgow, 
rated  at  Li.780  per  annum,  and  has  three  horses 
daily  travelling  on  the  roads,  and  pays  annually  in 

tolls, L.ld5    0    0 

Besides  10s.  on  each  horse  for  statute  labour,  as  also 
lOs.  on  four  riding  horses, 8  10    0 

In  all,  188  10    0 

By  an  assessment  of  lOd.  per  £  he  would  pay     .        •  80    8    4 

Showing  a  gain  to  him  by  the  change,      L.108    1    8 
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Coantj      B.  is  a  fanner,  about  nine  mOee  from  GJaagow,  and  pays 
-   ^^  a  rent  of  L.875.    He  keeps  four  horses,  and  pays 

»®^^-  annuaUy  in  tolls, L.  6    0   0 

Mr  M.  Wilson.     Besides  10s.  for  each  horse  for  statute  labour,     .        .  2    0   0 

InaU,  8    0   0 

By  an  assessment  of  lOd.  in  the  £  he  would  haye  to  pay        15  12    6 

Extra  payment,  or  difference  to  him  by  the  change,        L.  7  12    6 

C  is  a  fanner,  about  11  miles  from  Glasgow,  and  pays  a 
rent  of  L.857.  He  keeps  four  horses,  but  they  are 
aeldom  on  the  road,  and  pays  annually  in  tolls  not 

more  than L.  4    0   0 

Besides  10s.  for  each  horse  for  statute  labour,     .        .  2    0   0 

Inall,  6    0   0 

By  an  assessment  of  lOd.  in  the  £  he  would  have  to  pay  14  17   6 

Extra  payment,  or  difference  to  him  by  the  change,        L.  8  17   6 


Lochtoinnoch  Parish. 

il.  is  a  tenant  of  a  bleachfield,  distant  from  Glasgow 
about  14  miles,  rated  at  L.200  of  yearly  rent,  and 

pays  annually  in  tolls, L.75    0  0 

And  2d.  per  £  for  statute  labour,       ....  1  18  4 

In  all,  76  13  4 

By  an  assesEonent  of  lOd.  in  the  £  he  would  hare  to  p!ay  8    6  8 

Showing  a  gain  to  him  by  the  change,  of  L.68    6  8 

B,  is  tenant  of  a  grazing  farm,  about  17  miles  from  Glas- 
gow, rented  at  L.320,  and  pays  annually  in  toDs,  L.  2    0  0 
And  2d.  per  £  for  statute  labour^      .        •        .        .  2  18  4 

Inall,  4  13  4 

By  an  assessment  of  lOd.  in  the  £  he  would  hare  to  pay  18    6  8 

Extra  payment,  or  difference  to  him  by  the  change,  L.  8  18  J 


KUbarcJum  ParM. 


L.17   0   0 


A,  a  tenant  of  a  mill,  about  11  miles  from  Glasgow,  rated 

at  L.400  of  yearly  rent,  pays  aoniially  in  tolls,  - 

And  3d.  per  £  of  statute  labour  money,     .        .        .  5   0   0 

In  an,  22    0   0 

By  an  aasessment  of  10d»  in  the  £  he  would  pay  16  18   4 

Showing  a  gain  to  him  by  the  changOi  of  L.  5    6  j 
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B.  a  tenant  of  a  prmtfleld,  about  18  mflee  from  Glasgow, 

rated  at  L.210  of  yearly  rent,  pays  annually  in  tolls, 
And  8d.  per  £  of  statute  labour  money, 

In  all, 
By  an  aBsessment  of  lOd.  in  the  £  be  would  pay 

Showing  a  gain  to  him  by  the  change, 

C.  a  tenant  of  a  farm,  about  12  miles  irom  dasgow, 

rated  at  L.170  of  yearly  rent,  pays  annually  in  tolls, 
And  3d.  per  £  of  statute  labour  money, 

InaU, 
By  an  aBseasment  of  lOd.  in  the  £  he  would  pay 

Extra  payment,  or  difference  to  him  by  the  change, 

D.  a  tenant  of  a  farm,  about  11  miles  from  Glasgow, 

rated  at  L.270,  and  pays  annually  in  tolls, 
And  statute  labour  money, 

InaU, 
By  an  assessment  of  lOd.  in  the  £  he  would  pay 

Showing  a  gain  to  him  by  the  change, 


L.60    0    0 
2  12    6 


62  12 
8  16 

6 
0 

L.68  17 

6 

L.  1  0 
2  2 

0 
6 

8  2 

7  1 

6 
8 

L.8  19 

2 

L.17  0 
8  7 

0 
6 

20  7 
11  6 

6 

0 

L.  9  2 

6 

Connty 

of 
Banfrev. 

Mr  H.  Wilson. 


Abbey  Parish  o/Paidey, 

A,  a  tenant  of  a  farm,  rated  at  L.466, 16s.  8d.  of  yearly 
rent,  pays  no  tolls,  being  situate  within  a  mile  ol 
Paisley,  and  uses  only  a  statute  labour  road ;  the 
statute  labour  money  he  pays  is  10s.  a  horse  for  six 

horses, L.  8    0    0 

By  an  assessment  ol  lOd.  in  the  £  he  would  haye  to 
pay 19    0    8 

Extra  payment,  or  difference  to  him  by  the  change,        L.16    0    8 


Kilmacolm  Paruh. 

A.  is  tenant  of  a  fann^  about  17  miles  from  Glasoow, 
rented  at  L.190  per  annum,  and  pays  annualfy  in 

tolls, 

And  statute  labour  money, 

InaU, 
By  an  assessment  of  lOd.  in  the  £  he  would  pay 

Extra  payment,  or  difference  to  him  by  the  change. 


L.2  16 
8  19 

0 
2 

6  14 

7  18 

2 

4 

L.1  4 

J 

B.  is  tenant  of  a  farm,  about  16  miles  from  Glasgow, 
rented  at  L.850  per  annum,  and  uses  a  statute 
labour  road  in  the  cartage  of  his  milk,  etc.,  to  and 


Renfrew. 
Mr  M.  'Wilson. 
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Coanty  from  Greenock,  and  doea  not  pay  n^ore  annually  in 

?J.-  tolls  than L.  1    0    0 

And  statute  labour  money, 7    5  10 

In  all,  8    5  10 

By  an  assessment  of  lOd.  in  the  £  he  would  pay         .  14  11    8 

Extra  payment,  or  difference  to  him  by  the  change,        L.  6    5  10 

C  is  tenant  of  a  farm,  about  19  miles  from  Glasgow, 
rented  at  L.151,  and  principally  uses  a  statute  labour 
road,  and  does  not  pay  more  annually  in  tolls  than 
And  statute  labour  money, 


In  all. 
By  an  assessment  of  lOd.  in  the  £  he  would  pay 


Extra  payment,  or  difference  to  him  by  the  change,         -Kg  12  11 

Inckiiman  Parish, 

A.  a  tenant  of  a  farm,  between  eight  and  nine  miles  from 

Glasgow,  rented  at  L.800,  pays  annually  in  tolls,  L.21    0   0 

And  in  statute  labour  money, 0  10   0 

In  all,  21  10   0 

By  an  assessment  of  lOd.  in  the  £  he  would  pay  12  10   0 

Showing  a  gain  to  him  by  the  change,        L.  9    0  0 

B.  a  tenant  of  a  farm,  between  eight  and  nine  miles  from 

Glasgow,  rented  at  L.240,  pays  annually  in  tolls  not 

more  than L.  2    0   0 

And  statute  labour  money, 0    7   6 

In  all,  2    7   6 

By  an  assessment  of  lOd.  in  the  £  he  would  pay  10    0   0 

Extra  payment,  or  difference  to  him  by  the  change,        L.  7  12   6 

In  the  foregoing  cases  illustratiTe  of  the  effect  of  a  change  from  tollB 
to  assessment  on  lands  and  heritages  for  the  maintenance  ai  the  roads, 
no  provision  is  made  either  for  tl^  payment  of  interest  on  the  debt  or 
for  its  extinction. 


No.  IV.  Wmiam  CoUedge,  Esq.,  Billhead,  by  PoUockahaws,  Examined  :- 

William  I  am  &ctor  for  Sir  John  Maxwell,  Bart.,  and  have  charge  of  the  sUtote 

CuIIedge,  Esq.  labour  roads  in  the  parish  of  Eastwood.  There  is  a  road  in  the  parishes 
of  Eastwood  and  Govan,  which  was  formerly  statute  labour,  but  wis  in- 
cluded in  the  Renfirewshire  Road  Act.  By  an  arrangement  between  the 
Statute  Labour  Trustees  and  the  Turnpike  Trustees,  it  was  agreed  that 
Sir  J.  Maxwell  should  put  it  in  order,  and  maintain  it  by  means  of  a  toll- 
bar.  The  revenue  from  the  toll  is  not,  however,  sufficient  to  keep  the  road 
in  order.  The  revenue  for  the  last  three  years  has  been  about  L.40  per 
annum,  and  the  expenditure  last  year  was  L.93  odds.  The  expenditure 
has  always  been  double  the  revenue.  The  toll  is  not  let,  but  we  bate  a 
collector  in  it  who  has  no  allowance  except  the  free  house.  The  roa^^ 
used  very  much  for  carting  stones  from  tiie  Giffiiock  quanies  to  the 


L.0  10   0 

8    2  11 

8  12  11 

6    5  10 
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Deigliboarhood  of  Grovan.    The  road  forms  part  of  tbe  Gorbals  Trust,  but       County 
the  Trustees  would  not  assume  it.  of 

There  are  about  seven  miles  of  statute  labour  roads  in  the  parish  of     ^^"^'^^' 
Eastwood.     The  sum  levied  is  under  L.100,  which  is  not  sufficient  for      WiUiun 
keeping  them  in  good  order.     Whenever  we  put  a  part  in  good  condition,  Colledge,  Esq. 
the  stone  carts  come  over  it  and  cut  it  up,  there  being  a  great  inducement 
to  evade  tolls.     There  is  a  collector  for  the  parish,  who  receives  about  L.8 
per  annum.      The  poorer  classes  complain  a  good  deal  of  the  assessment, 
but  they  still  pay  it. 

I  think  it  would  be  very  difficult,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Glasgow,  to 
do  away  with  tolls  altogether.  One  great  difficully  arises  from  the  quantity 
of  stone  carted  to  Glasgow  from  the  quarries  in  my  neighbourhood,  and  of 
the  carters  employed  in  this  trade,  one-half  are  resident  in  Glasgow.  Tbe 
loss  occasioned  to  the  Trust  by  these  carters  being  relieved  of  the  payment 
of  toll,  would  amount  to  perhaps  L.  1,600  a  year.  A  stone  carter  at  pre- 
sent pays  about  18s,  a  week  in  tolls.  They  work  constantly,  summer  and 
winter.  The  expense  of  keeping  up  the  roads  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  Glai^gow  is  very  large.  A  great  portion  of  the  revenue  is  rais^  in  the 
immediate  vidnitv  of  Glasgow.  With  the  exception  of  the  L.  1^00,  which 
I  have  mentioned  as  paid  bv  the  stone  carters,  and  the  through  traffic, 
which  is  now  greatljr  reduced,  most  of  the  revenue  b  drawn  from  parties 
resident  in  the  vicinity. 

I  think  tha^  in  order  to  compensate  the  Road  Trust,  the  city  of  Glas- 
gow should  take  upon  itself  the  maintenance  of  a  further  portion  of  the 
road  than  they  have  hitherto  done. 

I  do  not  think  the  people  in  Renfrewshire  would  object  to  the  city  of 
Glasgow  and  a  certain  number  of  miles  round,  being  formed  into  a  district, 
and  equally  assessed  upon  rental,  but  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  equitable 
to  ask  the  county  of  Renfrew  to  contribute  any  portion  of  the  expense  of 
keeping  up  streets  in  the  city  of  Glasgow,  in  consideration  of  the  use  which 
the  county  makes  of  these  streets.  I  think  a  system  of  classified  rates, 
with  higher  rates  on  auarries  and  other  minenus,  would  be  fair,  but  I 
doubt  it  would  be  founa  difficult  to  carry  out  such  an  assessment. 

If  tolls  were  abolished,  1  think  the  distinction  between  statute  labour 
and  turnpike  roads  shoiUd  be  done  away  with,  and  the  roads  all  placed 
under  the  same  management. 

I  think  that,  upon  an  average,  a  farmer  in  the  parish  of  Eastwood  pays 
about  2|  per  cent  upon  his  rental  for  each  tolLbar,  besides  statute  labour. 
I  made  enquiry  at  two  or  three  of  the  farmera  in  my  neighbourhood,  and 
I  found  that  they  paid  about  L.3  per  hone  for  each  toll,  and  I  found  that 
the  result  was  nearly  the  same  whether  the  &rm  was  a  dairy  or  an  arable 
one.  A  rate  on  their  rental  of  6d.  per  X  or  2i  oer  cent,  for  maintenanee 
of  the  roads,  would  rather  be  a  saving  to  them  than  otherwise.  This,  of 
course,  would  not  apply  to  parties  living  at  a  greater  distance  from  Glasgow. 

Nos.  v.,  TI.,  VII.  Jamt$  Dt^,  Bsq.,  Provost  of  Greenock ;  JoAn  K» 
Qrinfi  Esq.,  Town-Clerk  of  Do. ;  Mr  Wm,  Allison^  Surveyor  of 
Roads  and  Master  of  Works,  Do.,  Examined : —  * 

The  streets  in  Greenock  are  maintained  hj  an  assessment  under  a  local  j.  Doff,  Esq. ; 
Act.    The  annual  amoimt  expended  on  paving  is  L.652,  but  the  streets    J.  K.  Gray, 
are  in  the  first  place  constructed  at  the  expense  of  the  feuars.    There  are     |^"S'*  ^'  ^« 
altogether  about  3]  miles  of  turnpike  roads  within  the  parliamentary    ^^^^^^ 
boimdaries  of  the  burgh.    There  are  tolls  on  the  three  roads  that  come 
into  the  town ;  all  three  are  within  the  boundary,  but  two  of  them  are 
only  a  short  distance  within  it 

The  inhabitants  of  Greenock  have  made  no  complaints  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  their  roads  and  streets  are  now  maintained,  and  are  quite  satis- 
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County       Acd  that  matten  should  remain  as  they  are.     There  are  no  complaints  of 
of  the  tolls  which  are  within  the  parliamentary  bonndaries,  so  fitur  as  we  are 

Kenfrew.      aware. 

-^  The  expense  of  keeping  np  the  part  of  the  Kelly  Road  (2  miles)  within 

J   K   Gray'  ^^^  boundary  is  about  L.32  per  mile,  and  the  road  on  the  other  side  will 
Esq. ;  Mr  w!  probably  oost  the  same  sum  ^  mile. 

Allison.  *  Supposing  tolls  were  abolished,  and  pnmsioo  made  for  the  debt,  the 
town  of  Greenock  would,  in  our  opinion,  be  willing  to  undertake  the 
maintenance  of  all  the  roads  and  streets  within  the  parliamentary  bound- 
aries  of  the  burgh — getting  power  to  levy  an  additiooal  assessment  for 
raising  the  necessary  amount. 

There  is  also  an  assessmeirt  for  statute  labour  within  the  parish  of 
Greenock,  at  a  rate  of  2d.  per  £  on  all  property.  It  is  managed  by  the 
magistrates  and  county  gentlemen,  and  »  laid  out  on  the  parish  roads 
within  the  parish,  and  also  on  the  roads  within  the  burgh.  The  statute 
labour  money  laid  out  upon  roads  within  the  parliamentary  boundary  may 
amount  to  L.j(95.  There  are  11}  miles  of  statute  labour  roads  within 
the  parish,  and  jtbout  two-thirds  of  these  are  within  the  parliamentary 
boundaries. 

Last  year  we  laid  out  a  sum  of  upwards  of  L.4,000  upon  repairing  and 
improving  one  of  the  streets  about  half  a  mile  in  length.  Part  of  the  sum 
(L.  1,850)  was  lor  the  purchase  of  some  old  propertxea. 


No.  VIIL  Boberi  Brtnm,  Esq.,  Provost  of  Paisley,  Examined  :^ 

R.  Brown,  Esq.     I  have  prepared  for  the  informatton  of  the  ComBuasionerB  the  foUowing 
•  notes,  which  I  now  hand  in : —  • 

The  roads  and  streets  within  the  parliamentary  boundary  of  the  town  of 
Paisley  are  managed  by  four  different  sets  of  TrusteeSi  and  are  as  foUows : 
I.  The  Town  Council  of  Paisley. 
II.  The  feuars^of  the  Marquis  of  Abereom. 

III.  The  CkHinty  Turnpike  Road  Trustees. 

IV.  The  Abbey  Parish  Road  Trustees. 

I.  The  Town  Council,  under  the  Act  32  Gea  IlL,  ehap.  68,  have  the 
management  of  aU  the  roads  and  streets  within  the  old  buigfa  bomidary, 
with  the  exception  of  the  following,  which  are  maintained  by  the  Goufity 
Turnpike  Road  Trustees. 

1.  Caledonia  Street,  from  St  James*  Street,  extending  down  the 
Greenock  Road  to  the  Moss  Toll,  where  the  burgh  boundary  terminates. 

2.  Broomlands,  from  the  head  of  West  Street  to  the  head  of  East  Lsne. 
8.  Nelson  Street,  from  the  head  of  the  Causeyside  forward  to  the 

burgh  boundary  at  Lylesland,  where  tl^  old  toll  onoe  was  situated,  and 
where  the  burgh  boundary  terminates. 

These  roads  within  the  old  burgh  boundaiy  are  entirely  kept  in  arder 
by  the  County  Turnpike  Road  Trustees. 

Since  1845  the  assessment  has  been  levied  in  terms  of  the  Act  8  and  9 
Vict.,  chap.  4,  and  the  rate  of  assessment  has  varied  frtun  4d.  to  6d.  per 
£  on  the  annua>  rent — ^the  one-half  being  paid  by  the  landlord,  and  the 
other  half  by  the  tenant.  The  rate  for  the  current  jewr  is  6d.  per  £,  with 
20  per  cent.  off.  ,The  annual  revenue  from  this  rate  is  about  L.900.  The 
total  extent  of  roads  and  streets  within  the  old  burgh  boundary  is  about  10 
miles  3  furlongs. 

II.  The  feuars  of  the  Marquis  of  Abereom  are  under  the  same  Act)  sod 
have  the  charge  of  the  roads  and  streets  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  Cart, 
in  what  is  called  the  New  Town,  and  where  the  lands  were  origiaally 
feued  out  bv  the  Marquis  of  Abereom.  The  Managers  or  Tmstees  tf^ 
elected  hj  the  feuars.  The  rate  of  assessment  has  for  some  years  been 
4d.  per  i  on  the  annual  rent,  and  is  payable  jointly  by  the  proprietor  sad 
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the  tenant.    The  uuiiud  income  of  the  Trust  is  about  L.100,  and  the      County 
streets  and  roads  which  they  maintain  extend  to  about  2  miles  3  furlongs.      -J^/ 

III.  The  County  Turnpike  Road  Trustees  keep  in  repair  the  foUowing     ^*^"^^' 
roads  within  the  parliamentaty  boundary : —  r.  Brown,  Esq. 

1.  Road  from  St  James*  Street  along  ths  Greenock  Road  to  the  partia* 

mentary  boundary. 

2.  Road  from  head  of  West  Street  to  the  Caudron  Bum,  the  parlia- 

mentary boundaiT. 
8.  Road  from  Creorge  s  Street,  by  Maxwelton,  to  Gorsebar. 

4.  Road  from  head  of  Gauseyside,  by  Carriagebill^  to  the  boundary. 

5.  Road  from  Saucel  Bridge,  by  Blackball,  to  the  boundary. 

6.  Road  from  Gorthland  Place,  along  the  Glasgow  Road,  and  part  of 

road  leading  to  Hawkhead  MilL 

7.  Road  from  Railway  Bridge,  in  Lawa  Street,  along  the  Renfrew 

Road,  to  the  parliamentary  boundary. 

These  roads,  by  a  return  from  the  road  surveyor,  extend  to  about 
8  miles  2  furlongs,  and  the  annual  cost  of  maintenance  amounts  to 
about  h.679. 

Of  tolls  within  the  parliamentary  beondary  belonging  to  these  Tmsteei, 
there  are  six,  and  are  as  follows  :-^ 

1.  Moss  Toll,  upon  the  Greenock  Road. 
.  2.  Maxwelton  TolL 

d.  Gauseyside  TolL 

4.  Bhuskball  Toll 

6.  East  Toll,  upon  the  road  to  Glasgow. 

6.  Renfrew  Toll. 

All  these  are  separate  tolls,  with  the  exception  of  Blackball  and  Gausey- 
side, which  give  pass  tickets  to  one  another. 

By  a  return  from  the  road  surveyor,  the  ayerage  annual  sum  at  which 
all  these  tolls  are  let,  is  about  L.2,635. 

IV.  The  Abbey  Parish  Road  Trustees  have  the  charge  of  maintaining 
what  are  called  parish  roads.  The  rate  of  assessment  levied  by  them  is  3s. 
annually  on  aU  males  of  18  years  of  age  and  upwards;  and  when  the  rent 
is  L.10,  the  rate  is  5s.  The  sum  of  10s.  is  charged  also  for  each  horse, 
and  there  is  also,  a  charge  of  4}d.  pjer  L.lOO  Scotch  on  the  rental  of.  the 
lands.  The  rerenue  per  annum  within  the  parliamentary  boundary  is  about 
L.85,  and  the  extent  of  roads  maintained  is  about  4  miles  2  furlongs. 

In  addition  to  the  roads  already  enumerated,  there  are  bye-roads  and 
lanes  within  the  parliamentary  boundary,  and  which  are  not  under  the 
charge  of  any  of  these  Trusts,  and  which  may  extend  to  about  6  miles  5 
furiongs. 

The  following  table  shows  the  expenditure  of  these  four  Trusts  upon 
roads  and  streets  within  the  parliamentary  boundary,  along  with  the  ex- 
tent of  roads  and  streets  under  the  charge  of  the  respectite  Trusts : — 


I.  Town  Council ...«• •••..» 

Annual 
Expendttare. 

Extent  of 
Roads,  etc., 
Biaintalned. 

Miles. 

Fur. 

£       8.    D. 

900    0    0 

100    0    0 

679    0    0 

85    0    0 

10 
2 
8 
4 

3 
3 
2 
2 

II.  New  Town  Road  Trustees. 

III.  Coimty  Turnpike  Road  Trustees,... 

IV.  Abbey  Paribh  Road  Trustees, 

Totals, 

1,664    0    0 

25 

2 
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County  The  tolls  within  the  parliftmentarjr  boundary  are  mnch  complained  of. 

r>   ^JL        '^^^  county  have  the  full  use  of  our  streets,  but  whenever  we  go  out  we 
lienfrew.      ^^^  ^^^  y^^  ^  ^^ 

R.  Brown,  Esq.  Supposing  tolls  were  abolished  generalW,  and  provision  made  for  the 
'  debt  on  the  roads,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  town  should  undertake  the 
maintenance  of  all  the  roads  and  streets  within  the  parliamentaiy  bound- 
aries,  having  a  power  to  assess  all  Iknda  within  that  boundary,  it  should 
be  stated,  at  the  same  time,  that  Paisley  is  pecnlkirly  situated  in  regard 
to  the  extent  of  area  within  the  parliamentary  boundaries,  and  a  great 
portion  of  it  not  being  built  upon,  the  rental  is  not  high. 

We  have  a  separate  Act  for  lighting,  cleaning,  and  watching — our  levy 
for  the  roads  and  streets  within  the  buxgh  being  entirely  under  the  Statute 
Labour  Act. 

I  think  the  feeling  of  the  people  in  Pusle^  would  be  in  fitvour  of  a 
separate  management  of  streets  and  roads  withm  the  burgh,  rather  than 
of  these  being  mixed  up  with  the  roads  in  the  county  under  one  manage- 
ment. 

If  an  assessment  were  imposed  in  lieu  of  tolls,  an  assessment  on  lands 
and  heritages  would  be  the  best  mode.  I  would  not  be  in  favour  of  a  tax 
on  horses.  The  assessment  ought  to  be  levied  equally  on  owner  and 
occnpier.  Roads  are  for  the  benefit  of  property  and  the  population 
generally,  and  these  jointly  ought  therefore  to  maintain  them. 


OUuffow,  7%ur9dc^^  I2th  May  1859. 

MEMBERS  PBSSBirr. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.    [  Duncan  M'Laren,  Esq. 
MR  SMTTHB  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  IX.  Jijmm  Crum^  £sq«, Busby,  Examined: — 

J.  Cmm,  Esq.  I  reside  in  the  county  of  Renfrew,  and  have  had  mv  attention  directed 
to  the  subject  of  the  roads  in  that  county.  Mv  residence  at  Busby  is  in 
the  parish  of  Meams,  where  I  have  cotton  works.  There  is  no  railway 
nearer  than  Thomliebank,  three  miles  distant.  All  carting  is  direct  to 
Glasgow,  except  coal,  which  is  mostly  got  at  the  station.  Our  distance 
from  Glasgow  is  about  five  mUes,  and  we  have  two  tolls,  as  well  as  the 
pontage  at  Glasgow  to  pay.  There  is  in  Busby^  besides  my  works,  the 
print  works  of  Messrs  IngJjs  and  Wi^efield,  and  their  circumstances,  as 
regards  distance  and  other  particulaxst  being  the  same  as  my  own,  I  in- 
clude their  traffic  ii^  my  evidence. 

If  tolls  were  abolished,  I  think  the  fidrest  substitute  to  provide  the 
necessary  funds,  would  be  to  raise  a  large  proportion  of  it  by  a  tax  on 
rental,  beginning  at  a  low  rent,  say  as  low  as  the  poors*  rates  assessment, 
and  the  remainder  might  be  raised  by  a  tax  on  horses, — ^making  a  diffe- 
rence between  farm  horses  and  those  used  for  purposes  of  trade.  But  it 
must  be  borne  in  mind,  that  there  are  many  works  where  large  numbers 
of  horses  are  employed  within  the  works,  never  going  on  a  turnpike  road 
at  all,  as  in  mines,  iron  works,  slate  and  other  quarries,  etc,  etc, — ^thas 
making  a  horse  tax  much  more  difficult  of  adjustment,  or  any  thing  like  a 
fair  rate,  than  a  tax  on  rentid,  which  would  be  paid  equally  by  everv  one, 
and  any  considerable  tax  on  horses  would  have  the  effect  of  inducing 
fewer  horses  to  be  kept,  and  consequently  over- worked.  It  will  be  ol^ 
jected,  that  a  tax  on  rental  for  roads  would  be  a  new  tax,  and  one  the 
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irorkii^  classes  have  not  paid  before ;  but  this  bas  obviously  arisen  out       Coonty 
of  the  toU  system,  for  by  it  rates  oould  not  be  laid  on  foot  passengers,     ^  ^J 
although  they  derive  a  large  proportional  benefit.    I  consider  the  larger        ^"^^' 
the  proportion  of  the  revenue  raised  bv  tax  on  rental,  and  the  smaller  on  j,  Crom,  Esq. 
horses,  the  better  botlv  for  the  cause  of  humanity  and  fairness  to  the  com- 
munity at  large.    I  believe  that,  under  any  system  of  assessment,  there 
would  be  a  very  great  saving,  the  toll  system  being  most  expensive,  and 
liable  to  very  great  abuse.    The  great  want  of  competition  (the  sales 
having  verv  frequently  to  be  adjourned,  and  private  offers  taken)  shows 
that  there  is  often  great  collusion  and  arrangement  among  the  parties.  But 
even  the  cost  of  collecting  and  risk  of  pilfering  is  very  great.    The  tolls 
on  the  Pollockshaws  and  Clarkston  District  (the  second  in  point  of  rental 
in  the  Renfrewshire  Trust)  bring  about  L.  3,500;  for  the  collection  of 
this,  there  are  five  principal  and  four  check-bars, — in  all,  ntiM  collectors, 
night  and  day,  with  dwelling-house  to  each.    If  we  take  each  of  the  nine, 
with  house  and  superintendence,  at  the  low  rate  of  L.60,  we  have  L.450,  or 
upwards  of  one-eighth  nart  of  the  whole  rent,  which  the  public  must  pay 
in  addition,  without  reckoning  the  large  item  of  profit  to  the  tacksman,  or 
his  risk  of  peculation  among  his  nine  collectors.    There  are  also,  in  the 
county,  several  tolls  let  from  L.9  to  L.16  each,  house  included. 

The  fluctuations  in  rents  of  tolls,  without  apparent  cause  other  than 
the  system  of  letting,  is  stipngly  exemplified  bv  tne  Gourock-bars,  which 
have  not  been  affected  other  than  beneficially  by  railways,  nor  has  there 
been  any  other  cause  in  operation  from  year  to  year  to  affect  them  other 
than  the  regular  development  of  traffic.  In  1842,  these  tolls  let  for 
L.570 ;  in  1843,  for  L.490;  in  1848,  they  again  rose  and  let  for  L.765 ; 
in  1851,  they  fell  to  L.550 ;  1852,  rose  again  to  L.880;  1853,  fell  to 
L.610  ;  and  are  now  let  at  L.864. 

^  In  any  new  system,  I  consider  the  existing  debts  should  be  kept  en- 
tirelv  separate,  and  a  separate  rate  levied  for  their  liquidation. 

The  works  in  this  village  are  entered  in*  the  County  Valuation  Roll  as 
under — 

Inirlia  And  Wakefield   (W«*«'       •         •         •         ^'^^    ^     ^ 
inglis  ana  Wakefield  )  Workers' houses,       .  197    0    0 

Property,    .    .    .   ^D^gUings,  .  125  0  0 

L.1,167  0  0 

T.m<»rmm'.  (  WoHm,         .        .        .        '        L.889  0  0 

Property, .  ^D^ellinga,    ....  100  0  0 

L.1,122    0    0 

Going  to  Glasgow,  our  carts  travel  exactlv  4^  miles  on  the  turnpike 
road  and  pay  Is.  t<^,  being  at  the  rate  of  2|d.  per  mile.  I  have  calcu- 
lated as  nearly  as  I  can  the  number  of  miles  travelled  on  the  turnpike 
road  by  the  carts  employed  on  the  Glasgow  traffic  of  both  establishments, 
and  find  it  23,734  miles  a-year,  pajing  for  toll  L.243,  lis. ;  so  that  if 
roads  can  be  made  and  kept  in  repair  at  a  rate  of  three  farthings  for  each 
mile  travelled,  we  would  only  have  paid  L.74,  2%,  3d.:  thus  we  pay 
L.ie9,  7s.  9d.  more  than  our  due  proportion,  or  more  than  three  times  as 
much  as  we  ought. 

It  is  said  by  many,  that  tolls  are  equitable,  as  every  one  pays  who  uses 
the  road ;  but  this  is  most  erroneous,  for  we  have  neighbours  who  pav 
only  half  the  toll  that  we  do,  and  use  only  a  few  yards  less  of  the  road, 
by  reason  that  they  are  on  the  right  side  of  the  bar,  while  the  whole  vil- 
lage of  Eaglesham  travel  double  the  distance  we  do,  and  pay  no  more  toll. 


396  Turnpike  Bead  Inquiry — Scotland, 

County  But  t  consider  it  is  incorrect  to  bet  that  those  who  use  the  road  derive 

^  all  the  benefit.  Take  the  case  of  a  rural  proprietor,  without  roads 
Renfrew,  through  his  estate :  he  at  once  sets  about  having  roads  made ;  these  have 
J.  Cram  Esq.  ^^^  effect  desired,  of  inducing  manufacturers  to  settle  on  the  estate,  who 
pay  large  rents,  a  population  springs  up,  and  great  traffic  on  the  roads. 
The  manufacturer  pays  the  large  proportion  of  the  tolls,  and  has  the  dis- 
advantage besides  of  the  cartage.  The  proprietor  (non-resident,  it  may 
be)  derives  the  benefit  of  feus  and  increased  rental,  and  the  workpeople 
constant  employment.  I  contend  that  roads  are  directly  or  indirectly  of 
equal  benefit  to  the  whole  oommimity ;  ail  should  be  taxed  for  their  con- 
struction and  maintenance. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  desirable,  for  the  purpose  of  road 
management,  to  divide  the  countzy  into  districts,  and  that  very  large  dis- 
tricts are  not  desirable.  A  district  might,  in  some  cases,  be  formed  of 
portions  of  two  or  more  counties,  as  I  think  the  county  boundary  would 
often  be  unsuitable  on  account  of  the  gpreat  interoonamunication  of  traffic 
across  the  boundary  line.  The  formation  of  districts  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  a  large  town  like  Glasgow  is  a  very  difficult  question,  upon 
which  I  should  not  like  at  present  to  express  an  opinion.  I  think  tiiat 
any  legislative  measure  affecting  roads  should  be  at  first  confined  entirely 
to  turnpike  roads,  and  not  interfere  with  statute  labour  roads. 


Wedne§dmf,  2XHh  Jafy  1869. 

ME1CBBB8  PBESBNT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.  I      Sir  A.  Orr. 

Right  Honble.  Sir  John  M'NeiU.    ]      Duncan  M'Laren,  Esq. 

MR  8MTTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  X.  AUan  Gilmaur^  Esq.  of  Eagleshame,  Examined  :— 

Allan  There  is  a  turnpike  road,  of  about  four  or  fiv«  miles,  called  the  JBo^Iof- 

GiliQour,  Esq.  home  Tumpihef  wnich  passes  for  its  whole  distance  through  the  Eagles- 
hame property,  and  upon  which  there  is  a  toU,  yielding  on  an  average 
from  L.  15  to  L. 25  a-year.  It  was  formerly  higha*,  but  the  Kilmamodc 
Railway  has  carried  off  all  but  country  traffic.  It  extends  over  the  ridge 
which  separates  Renfrew^ire  from  Ayrshire.  It  is  wholly  in  Renfrew- 
shire. The  revenue  has  hitherto  been  sufficient  to  keep  it  in  repair.  The 
toll  is  let  annually.  I  have  not  been  called  upon  to  contribute  towards 
the  maintenance  of  the  road  firom  any  other  sources.  My  Victor  takea 
the  whole  charge  of  it,  and  em^oys  a  surfaceman  when  required.  My 
factor  receives  no  salaty  as  clerk  or  treasurer.  There  is  really  no  differ- 
ence between  it  and  tlie  adjoining  parish  roads. 

The  toll  is  mainlj  paid  by  parties  coming  from  AjrMre. 

I  have  not  been  m  the  habit  of  attending  the  meetings  of  the  Statute 
Labour  Road  Trustees  ;  these  are  generally  left  in  the  hands  of  a  commit- 
tee of  farmers,  who  manage  them  themselves,  and  contribute  a  good  deal 
to  the  maintenance  of  the  roads  in  the  parish  of  Saglediame.  They  hav« 
a  surveyor  under  them,  who  takes  a  general  superintendence  of  the  roads 
and  measures  the  metal.  He  is  not  a  regular  surveyor,  and  has  a  salary 
of  L.8.  Under  this  arrangement  the  roads  have  improved  a  good  deal 
during  the  last  fifteen  years.  I  may  mention  that  I  have  expended  a  con- 
siderable sum  of  money — about  L.300 — in  cutting  hills  and  making  other 
permanent  improvements  on  the  statute  kbour  roads.     The  rate  is  2d. 
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per  £  on  the  real  rent.     There  is  also  a  small  rate  on  horses^  I  think       County 
Ts.  6d.     The  Turnpike  Trusts  with  which  I  am  principally  connected  are  ^' 

the  Gorbals  Turnpike  and  the  Kilmarnock  Turnpike.    The  Oorb^  Boad     ^^""'^^' 
comes  quite  into  Glasgow.  ^jl^^ 

Some  years  ago  I  had  reason  to  be  dissatisfied  with  the  condition  of  the  Gilmour,  Esq. 
county  turnpikes  and  the  expense  of  their  maintenance,  and  I  then  be- 
came a  member  of  the  committee.  They  are  now  in  a  much  better  state, 
chiefly  owing  to  our  having  got  a  more  efficient  surveyor,  who  uses  better 
material,  employs  better  men,  and  looks  after  them  better.  Our  present 
surveyor  keeps  a  horse,  and  has  charge  of  several  other  roads. 

During  the  period  I  have  been  acting  as  Trustee,  the  amount  of  the 
principal  debt  has  been  reduced,  as  well  as  the  interest  on  all  the  debt 
which  is  not  postponed.  Under  the  existing  Act,  passed  a  short  time  ago, 
we  are  bound  to  pay  off  a  portion  of  the  debt,  if  our  funds  will  enable  us 
to  do  so,  after  maintaining  the  road ;  and  we  cannot  lay  out  money  in  any 
other  way  imtil  L.  1,200  lus  been  appropriated  towards  payment  of  debt. 
If  things  continue  as  at  present,  we  have  a  reasonable  prospect  of  having 
the  debt  gradually  reduced  and  extinguished. 

On  the  Gorbals  Boad  a  large  prop^on  of  the  revenue  is  derived  from 
the  two  tolls  nearest  to  Glasgow.  If  tolls  were  abolished,  I  believe  it 
would  be  very  much  to  the  advantage  of  Glasgow,  and  very  much  to  the 
dLsadvantage  of  the  country  districts. 

I  have  a  statement  which  I  have  made  out  of  tolls  paid  by  farmers  of 
different  classes,  representing  fairly  the  classes  to  which  they  belong,  in  my 
district.  The  tenants  of  these  farms  cart  almost  the  whole  of  their  saleable 
produce  into  Glawow.  Supposing  tolls  were  abolished  and  an  assessment 
imposed  in  lieu  of  them,  in  tne  form  of  an  equal  assessment  on  rental,  the 
result  would  be  that  a  moorland  farm,  instead  of  naying,  as  at  present.  Id. 
to  2d.  per  £  on  the  rental,  would  have  to  pay  10a.  per  £  if  the  assessment 
was  general  over  the  whole  county. 

An  arable  farmer  in  the  same  district,  instead  of  8d.  to  Is.  ^r  £  for 
tolls,  would  have  to  pay  lOd ;  but  it  will  be  recollected  that  this  lOd.  is 
only  for  maintaining  the  roads,  and  makes  no  provision  for  payment  of  in- 
terest, which  would  require  5d.  additional. 

The  assessment,  at  the  rate  of  lOd.  per  £,  would  include  the  mainten- 
ance of  the  statute  labour  roads  as  well  as  the  turnpikes ;  and,  therefore, 
a  moorland  farmer  in  my  district,  in  addition  to  the  assessment  he  now 
pays  for  statute  labour,  and  the  Id.  to  2d.  for  tolls  now  paid  by  him, 
would  have  to  pay  the  difference  between  that  amount  and  lOd.  per  £. 
The  arable  farmer  would  have  a  small  saving  on  the  amount  of  his  pre- 
sent payments. 

I  know  of  no  way  in  which  the  inhabitants  of  Glasgow  could  be  made 
to  b€«r  a  share  of  the  heavy  burden  of  the  roads  whidi  would  be  thrown 
on  the  county  of  Benfrew  by  the  abolition  of  tolls,  unless  by  enlarging 
thft  asea  wiUiin  which  they  have  to  maintain  the  roads.  The  present  as- 
sessment for  streets  in  Glasgow  is  dd. ;  but  if  the  citv  were  called  upon  to 
keep  all  the  roads  within  the  parliamentary  boundary,  that  rate  would 
necessarily  be  increased* 

I  am  against  an  assessment  wholly  on  horses,  and  consider  it  would  be 
impossible  to  carry  out  a  proper  classification  of  these.  If  there  is  any 
assessment,  it  should  be  on  rental,  where  there  is  rental  to  assess  upon. 

1  woi:dd  propose  that  the  city  of  Glasgow  should  maintain  all  the  roads 
within  a  circle  of  three  to  four  miles  beyond  the  parliamentary  boundaries* 

In  the  statement  I  have  ^ven  in,  the  tolls  paid  on  Glasgow  Bridge  are 
included,  when  these  are  paid. 

I  would  not  see  an;ir  otyection  to  a  limited  number  of  tenant  farmers 
being  Boad  Trustees,  if  possessed  of  a  certain  qualification. 

Even  although  tolls  were  abolished,  I  think  it  would  be  desirable  to 
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County      allow  parish  roads  to  remain  under  the  same  management  as  at  present. 

^         The  fanners  would  not  contribute  voluntary  aid  so  readily  if  the  districts 

Renfrew.      ^^^^  extended.     The  roads  might  perhaps  be  better  kept  under  a  general 

Xiian        surreyor,  but  not  so  cheaply  as  at  present. 

Gilmoor,  Esq.      I  am  against  any  alteration  of  the  present  system,  both  in  regard  to 

turnpike  and  statute  labour  roads.    I  do  not  think  any  other  system 

could  be  more  equitable. 

There  are  two  tolls  between  the  Gifhoek  Quarries  and  Glasgoir.  The 
rate  for  a  cart  with  an  ordinary  load  is  4d.  per  horse,  and  for  heavier 
weights  an  additional  charge. 

Supposing  the  distance  to  Glasgow  to  be  four  miles,  each  horse  and  oart 
would  pay  2d.  per  mile  ;  but  I  do  not  know  of  anv  calculation  as  to  the 
actual  injury  done  by  a  cart  and  horse  on  that  road,  and  I  think  it  impos- 
sible to  maKe  any  such  calculation. 

Supposing  the  injury  done  to  a  road  by  a  cart  and  horse  to  be  estimated 
at  f  d.  per  mile  on  the  average  for  an  ordinary  load,  a  charge  of  2d.  per 
mile  would  seem  to  be  an  undue  charge,  and  would  have  the  effect  of 
throwing  the  burden  of  maintaining  the  roads  in  other  parts  of  the  county 
unduly  upon  the  owners  of  these  carts  and  horses.  But  I  greatly  doubt 
the  accuracy  of  the  calculation. 

If  an  assessment  for  turnpike  roads  in  lieu  of  tolls  would  not  exceed  9d. 
per  £y  I  think  it  would  be  acceptable  to  the  county  generally,  although  I 
think  the  present  system  a  much  more  equitable  one.  I  would  assess  the 
proportion  of  it  required  for  maintenance  on  the  occupier,  because  be  not 
only  pays  at  present  for  maintenance  of  turnpike  roads,  but  for  interest  of 
debts  on  them.  The  debts  should.  I  think,  be  provided  for  by  the  wo- 
prietor — ^the  debts  to  be  first  valuea,  and  the  amount  spread  over  a  umg 
term  of  years,  such  as  20  to  25  years.  Horses  should  be  assessed  when 
belonging  to  parties  not  otherwise  reached. 

If  there  be  anv  change  in  the  management  of  statute  labour  roada, 
each  parish  should  be  liable  for  its  own  debt. 

It  appears  from  the  table  of  tolls  that  where  the  stone  carts  weigh  more 
than  36  cwt.,  the  tolls  at  each  bar  are  Is.  Od.,  being  at  the  rate  of  7id. 
per  mile  travelled. 


Statement  of  Tolls  paid  by  Farms  in  the  Parish  of  Eagleshame,  Ren- 
frewshire, for  the  Year  fit>m  Whitsunday  1868  to  Whitsunday  1869. 

{Handed  in  by  Mr  Oiltnour,) 

Windhill  Farm, Rent,  L.d42 Tolls  paid,  L.17  18    6 

Equal  to  an  assessment  of  I2^d.  per  £. 
Binend  Farm, «.  Rent,  L.210 Tolls  paid,  L.O  19    6 

£2qual  to  an  assessment  of  l^d.  per  £. 
Polnoon  Farm, Rent,  L.2dd Tolls  naid,  L.11    1    0 

Equal  to  an  assessment  of  ll|d.  per  x^ 
Holhall  Farm, Rent,  L.134 Tolls  paid,  L.0  16    0 

Equal  to  an  assessment  of  1-i^d.  per  SL, 
South  Moorhouse  Farm,   Rent,  L.  161 Tolls  paid,  L.6    6    6 

Equal  to  an  assessment  of  lOd.  per  £. 
Greenfield  Farm, Rent,  L.320 Tolls  paid,  L.2  16    6 

Equal  to  an  assessment  of  2d.  per  £. 
West  Rivoch  Farm,  Rent,  L.202 Tolls  paid,  L.4    4    4i 

Equal  to  an  assessment  of  6d.  per  £. 
Carrat  Farm, Rent,  L.236 Tolls  paid,  L.l    9    6 

Equal  to  an  assessment  of  l^d«  per  £. 
Lochcraig  Farm, Rent,    L.87 Tolls  paid,  L.0  12    0 

Equal  to  an  assessment  of  1  |d.  per  £• 
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Thursday^  2\9i  Jtdy  1859.  County 

of 

Benfrew. 
MEUBERS  PRESENT. 

William  Smytbe,  Esq.         |         Duncan  M'Laren^  Esq. 
MR  SMYTHB  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  XI.  David  Crawford,  Esq.,  Examined: — 

I   am  agent  for  Sir  MicLael  Sbatr  Stewart,  Bart.,  and  reside  in        ^'^l^r 
Greenock.    The  great  bulk  of  Sir  MicbaeVs  property  b  in  the  county  of  ^'^*^^®'^»  *-^^- 
Renfrew.    As  acting  for  him,  I  attend  most  of  the  statute  labour  road 
meetings,  and  occasionally,  but  very  seldom,  the  meetings  of  the  Turnpike 
Trustees  in  the  western  district. 

For  the  statute  labour  roads  in  the  western  district,  there  is  a  separate 
stirveyor  in  each  parish.  I  think  this  system  is  preferable  to  throwmg  all 
the  parishes  into  one  district  with  a  sunreyor  for  the  whole.  It  is  at  pre- 
sent a  matter  of  parish  arrangement,  and  the  committee  and  surveyor 
know  the  requirements  of  the  parish.  In  the  parish  of  Greenock,  the 
same  person  was  formerly  surveyor  of  the  statute  labour  roads  and  on 
some  of  the  turnpikes.  The  statute  labour  roads  have  now  been  placed 
under  the  charge  of  the  master  of  works  of  the  town  of  Greenock,  and  I 
am  satisfied  that,  under  the  present  management,  the  roads  are  likely  to 
be  put  into  a  better  condition  than  before. 

The  surveyor  of  the  parish  of  Kilmaoolm  was  originally  a  working  man ; 
and  with  the  aid  of  a  committee  whom  he  has  to  assist  him,  I  thmk  the 
roads  of  the  parish  are  well  managed. 

I  am  not  prepared  to  say  whether  there  would  be  any  economy  in  unit- 
ing the  statute  labour  roads  with  the  turnpikes,  and  placing  them  all 
under  one  management. 

I  have  heard  no  complaints  from  farmers  of  the  oppression  of  the  tolls ; 
neither  have  I  heard  any  complaint  from  inhabitants  of  Greenock.  The 
greatest  expense  we  have  is  on  the  road  between  Gourock  and  Greenock, 
which  is  traversed  every  hour  of  the  day  in  summer  by  omnibuses,  which 
cut  up  the  road  a  good  deal.  The  distance  they  ply  is  between  three  and 
four  miles.  I  could  not  state  the  cost  per  mile  of  keeping  up  the  road. 
The  parties  who  travel  in  these  omnibuses  are  chiefly  persons  from  a  dis- 
tance going  to  reside  in  Gourock,  or  coming  from  it.  There  is  no  doubt, 
that  the  town  and  neighbourhood  of  Gourock  are  benefited  by  this  traffic. 
I  am  not  in  favour  of  the  abolition  of  tolls,  so  far  as  the  county  of  Ren- 
frew is  concerned.  If  an  assessment  were  leviable  in  lieu  of  tolls,  I  think 
it  would  throw  a  most  undue  burden  on  the  land.  I  have  seen  some 
statements  prepared  by  Mr  Hoggan,  and  judging  from  them,  I  should  say 
that  anv  assessment  imposed  in  lieu  of  tolls,  would  be  a  great  and  grievous 
wrong  done  to  the  county.  Being  a  partv  connected  with  the  lower  ward 
of  the  county,  I  would  consider  it  a  great  hardship  if  the  proprietors  there 
were  made  liable  to  the  large  tax  that  would  necessarily  be  levied  for  up- 
holding the  roads  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Glasgow. 

About  six  months  ago,  we  contemplated  opening  a  freestone  quarry  on 
the  Ardgowan  Estate,  and  we  found  that  the  stone  would  have  to  be  carted 
over  about  two  miles  of  statute  labour  road.  It  was  foreseen  that  the 
traffic  from  the  quarry  would  cut  up  the  road  to  a  great  extent,  and  it  was 
thought  that  it  would  be  a  great  hardship  upon  other  proprietors  in  the 
parish,  if  they  were  called  upon  to  contribute  to  maintain  the  road  which 
was  cut  up  exclusively  by  the  quan7  traffic.  I  therefore  inserted  a  clause 
by  which  the  tenant  was  bound  to  pay  L.20  a-vear  towards  the  munte- 
nance  of  the  road.  This  is  in  fact  a  deduction  m>m  the  proprietor's  rent, 
and  it  appeared  to  me  to  be  quite  just  that  such  a  contribution  should  be 
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CooDty       given.   On  the  same  i>rincip]e,  I  would  think  it  fair  that  the  proprietors  af 

"^  the  Giffnock  quarries,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Glasgow,  should  pay  for  the 

Renfrew,      damage  done  to  the  roads  by  their  traffic, — and  I  would  apply  the  same 

David        thing  to  manu&ctories  and  large  works.    I  think  it  would  be  very  difficult 

Crawford,  Esq.  to  estimate  this  damage  genmlly,  and  I  see  no  better  way  than  by  the 

present  system  of  tolls. 

With  merence  to  Mr  Hoggan's  statement  that  the  whole  revenue  firom 
tolls  in  the  county  of  Renfrew  amounts  to  Li  14,1 92,  and  that  of  this  sum 
L.8,260  was  raised  within  a  radius  of  4(  miles  of  Glasgow.  I  would  saj, 
that  if  it  should  appear  that  this  amount  was  more  than  sufficient  to  pay 
f6r  the  maintenance  of  the  roads  within  that  radius,  and  a  due  proportioa 
of  the  debt,  I  wodd  consider  it  unfair  to  raise  any  surplus  to  be  applied 
towards  keepine  up  roads  in  other  parts  of  the  county. 

I  understand  that  under  the  Act  for  Renfrewshire,  since  1825,  no  tolls 
can  be  placed  nearer  than  five  miles,  or  no  payment  exacted  at  less  dis- 
tances, within  the  same  Trust.  If  two  tolls  are  paid  within  4^  miles  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Glasgow,  I  would  consider  this  an  undue  charge,  if 
the  amount  levied  was  more  than  the  sum  necessaxy  to  keep  up  the  road 
and  pay  a  portion  of  the  debt. 


ThuTidi^,  21fl  Jufy  1859. 


XEIfBEBS  PBB8BNT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.       |     Right  HonUe.  Sir  J.  M'NeiU. 

Duncan  M'Laren,  Esq. 

MR  SMTTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  XIL  John  Hall  Maanpell,  Esq.,  of  Dargavel,  C.B.,  Examined : — 

John  Hall        I  am  a  landed  proprietor  in  the  county  of  Renfi«w.    I  hand  in  a  memo- 
Maxwell,  Esq.  randum  which  I  have  prepared  on  the  sulgect  of  roads  in  that  county :— » 

MBMORAKDUM  OK  BENFBBW8HISE  KOADS. 

Assessment  may  be  a  suitable  mode  of  rabing  funds  for  the  nuuntenanoe 
of  roads  in  counties  where  the  traffic  is  purely  agricultural,  and  where, 
owing  to  its  limited  extent,  the  expense  of  collecting  toUs  would  create  a 
heavy  per  centage  on  the  gross  revenue.  In  Renfrewshire,  however,  I 
consider  that  any  mode  of  assessment  would  be  productive  of  greater 
cost  and  more  unequal  pressure  than  are  experienced  under  the  existing 
system. 

I.  Oott  ofCoUeeting  ToUs, — In  counties  where  the  gross  collection  is 
comparatively  trifling,  it  is  a  relevant  objection  to  tolls  that  a  connderable 
portion  of  the  revenue  is  absorbed  in  reahsing  them.  In  Ar^oleshire,  for 
instance,  tolls  would  involve  in  collection  a  sum  quite  out  m  proportion 
with  the  cost  of  maintenance,  and  this  may  be  one  reason  for  their  non- 
existence. Buty  in  Renfrewshire,  where  the  revenue  amounts  to  nearly 
L.  17,000,  and  repairs  and  interest  of  debt  to  nearly  L.  14,500,  the  com- 
parative cost  of  collection  is  trifling,  and  though  this  may  not  be  an  argu- 
ment against  the  adoption  of  a  more  economical  system,  it  weakens  one 
popular  ground  on  which  change  is  urged,  by  diminishing  the  benefit 
offered  as  compensation  for  the  disadvantages  which  change  may  create. 
It  is  not  pretended  that,  under  any  alteration  frt>m  tolls  to  assessment,  the 
cost  of  maintenance  will  be  reduced,  nor  is  it  proposed  to  interfere  with 
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the  rights  of  creditors  by  curtailing  the  interest  now  paid  to  them.    If  the       Cooaty 
X>ecaniary  relief,  therefore,  is  only  to  be  operated  bj  diminishing  the  cost  ^ 

of  collection,  and  if  that  cost  is  trifling  in  relation  to  the  sum  oculected,  it      ^""^^' 
becomes  a  question  open  to  doubt  whether,  for  so  small  a  gain,  it  is  eaq)^    j^^im  ^^\^ 
client  to  incur  all  the  hazards  attendant  on  a  radical  change,  and  to  disturb  Mmrell,  £•<}. 
St  system  which  has  been  so  long  in  force,  and  under  which  the  turnpike 
Toads  of  the  coimtj  have  been  made,  improved,  and  maintained. 

But  it  is  further  questionable,  whether  the  machinery  of  an  assessment 
would  not  be  more  costly  than  that  of  tolls.  I  imderstand,  that  in  Mid- 
Lothian  some  time  ago,  a  portion  of  the  Oramond  Road  was  relieved  of 
toll,  and  is  now  maintained  by  a  rate  levied  by  the  Statute  Labour  Trus- 
tees of  Edinburgh  on  the  inhabitants,  and  that,  while  the  average  expense 
of  tolls  over  the  county  is  9  per  cent,  on  reyenue,  that  of  raising  the  assess 
ment  is  10  per  cent.  In  Renfrewshire  the  difference  would  be  greater. 
A  saving  certainly  would  be  operated  at  the  more  remote  bars,  and  thus 
a  small  portion  of  the  revenue  would  be  more  economically  obtained,  but 
any  attempt  to  raise  by  rate  the  great  bulk  of  revenue  now  collected  on 
the  main  lines,  and  at  the  principal  bars,  would  not  only  prove  much  more 
difficult  and  intricate,  but  materially  increase  the  cost  of  collection.  At 
present  Mr  Wilson  estimates  this  over  the  county  at  a  trifle  within  6  per 
cent.,  and  I  feel  confident  that  the  amount  now  drawn  in  tolls  at  the  bars 
— say,  on  the  Gorbals  and  Paisley  roads— could  not  be  raised  so  cheaply 
by  means  of  a  rate  on  the  inhabitants  of  those  districts.  Statute  labour 
rates  have  long  been  proverbially  difficult  to  collect  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Qlasgow  and  other  manufacturing  places — ^heavy  lists  of  irrecoverable 
arrears,  and  numerous  applications  for  exemption  constantly  occurring 
from  causes  or  circumstances  not  apparent  at  making  up  the  assessment 
roll. 

II.  Character  of  Traffic. — In  a  purely  agricultural  district,  the  rental 
of  an  estate,  or  the  number  of  horses  employed  on  it,  may  rouffhlv,  but 
not  unfairly,  represent  the  extent  to  which  roads  are  used,  and  the  ad* 
vantage  derived  from  them,  and  may  therefore  be  assumed  as  a  basis  for 
determining  the  amount  to  be  contributed  towards  their  maintenance. 

In  Renfrewshire  the  case  is  rerjr  different ;  rental  and  horses  belonging 
to  farmers  by  no  means  afford  an  index  of  the  use  and  consequent  tear  and 
wear  of  roads,  and  were  either  adopted  as  such,  the  results  would  be  most 
unjust ;  traffic  would  cease  to  be  the  criterion  for  maintenance,  and  in 
many  instances,  those  who  make  most  use  of  roads,  and  now  proportionally 
pay  for  them,  would  be  relieved  at  the  expense  of  others,  whose  benefit  by 
and  deterioration  of  the  roads  are  comparatively  trifling. 

Practical  illustrations  of  this  can  be  easily  adduced,  and  I  understand 
that  instances  have  already  been  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Com- 
missioners. I  have  seen  the  evidence  of  Messrs  Hill,  Hoggan,  and  Wilson, 
and  I  subscribe  to  what  is  there  expressed.  With  them,  I  am  of  opinion 
that  the  maintenance  of  Turnpike  and  Statute  Labour  Roads  irithin  the 
county  would  require  an  assessment  on  rental  of  at  least  lOd.  on  the 
pound,  and  that  it  would  take  about  5d.  additional  to  provide  for  interest 
of  debt,  without  making  any  provision  for  the  gradusi  extinction  of  the 
debt  itself.  Assuming  then,  that  in  future  a  general  assesq^ient  of  Is.  8d. 
were  imposed,  and  applying  it  to  individual  cases,  and  contrasting  its  pro- 
duct with  the  amount  now  paid  in  tolls  and  statute  labour,  it  will  be  found 
as  a  rule,  that  the  carter,  miller,  printer,  bleacher,  mineral  proprietor, 
etc.  etc.,  with  constant  and  heavy  haulage,  compared  to  the  amount  of  their 
rental  and  the  number  of  their  horses,  would  be  enormously  relieved,  and 
that  their  saying  would  be  borne  by  the  agricultural  occupants,  who^  with 
larger  aggregate  rental  and  more  horses,  make  less  use  of  the  road.  At 
present  the  payments  by  all  classes  are  measured  by  the  extent  of  th^ 
traffic ;  but  m  order  to  make  the  mode  of  payment  nkere  agreeable  to 

2c 
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County       some  parties,  or  a  little  lesa  ooetly  in  the  oollection  in  some  cases,  tliis  safe 

o^  and  natural  criterion  is  to  be  abandoned,  and  another  to  be  adopted  which 

Renfrew,      aifords  no  indication  of  use  and  deterioration.    It  maj  be  said  that  assess- 

John  Hall     "^'^^  ^^'^  ^  classified ;  on  that  I  do  not  enter,  conceiving  that  as  soon  as 

Maxwell,  Esq.  the  necessity  for  classification  is  admitted,  the  advocates  for  assessment 

abandon  their  position,  they  at  once  hark  back  to  traffic  as  the  basis,  and 

in  no  way  can  that  be  so  conveniently  and  so  satis&ctorily  determined  as 

by  tolls.    In  a  county  like  Renfrew,  classification  would  be  so  varioas  and 

so  ftequent  as  to  cause  endless  confusion  and  discontent. 

In  ulustration  of  the  foregoing  general  view,  I  believe  that  the  case  of 
the  quarries  in  Eastwood  and  Gathcart  parishes  has  been  explained  to  the 
Commissioners*  It  may  possibly  be  regarded  as  exceptional  and  extremcp 
but  the  verv  existence  of  such  exceptions  proves  tbe  inapplicability  of 
general  legislation  for  roads,  differing  as  they  do,  according  to  the  position, 
population,  traffic  and  other  eharacteristics  of  the  districts  to  which  thej 
bebng. 

Without,  however,  resorting  to  a  case  which  goes  the  length  of  showing 
a  savins  by  assessment  of  L.2453  on  L.2600,  now  paid  in  toll  (which 
must  of  course  be  made  up  by  other  parties),  I  have  before  me  instances 
of  four  bleachfields  or  printfields  paying  annually  in  tolls  L.388,  and  in 
statute  labour  L.11.  Ss.  lOd.,  which,  under  an  assessment  of  lOd.  per 
pound  for  maintenance  (setting  aside  interest  of  debt),  would  only  pay 
L.llO.  38.,  and  thus  effect  a  saving  of  L.280.  68.  lOd. ;  while,  on  the  otner 
hand,  I  have  also  before  me  the  cases  of  11  farmers  now  paying  in  tolk 
and  statute  labour  together  L.63.  9s.  Id.,  who,  at  the  same  rate  of  assess* 
ment,  would  have  to  contribute  L.146.  Is.  Id.  I  do  not  nretend  to  adduce 
these  figures  as  exactlv  representing  the  proportions  in  which  the  one  class 
would  gidn  and  the  other  suffer ;  but  merely  to  show  that  all  interested  in 
heavy  continuous  manufacturing  or  mineral  traffic,  would  experience  a 
vast  relief,  and  that  as  no  great  saving  can  be  effected  in  tiie  cost  of 
maintenance,  the  measure  of  their  relief  would  most  un£urly  fdl  on  the 
shoulders  of  others. 

It.  has  been  said,  that  as  assessment  works  well  in  reference  to  statute 
labour  roads,  it  may  with  equal  fairness  be  applied  to  turnpikes.  The 
answer  is  obvious.  In  a  county  like  Renfrew,  statute  labour  roads  occupy 
much  the  same  position  as  highways  in  Argyleshire.  The  cost  of  collecting 
tolls  on  them  would  run  away  with  revenue.  The  traffic  is  principally 
M(ricultural,  and  as  their  use  is  far  more  general  and  equal  than  that  of 
the  turnpikes,  so  rental  and  horses  become  a  fidrer  basis  for  regulating 
payment.  Such  roads  are  employed  by  fiurmers  not  only  in  conveying 
produce  to  and  from  railway  stations,  but  continually  in  the  very  working 
of  their  farms,  while  the  heavy  haulage  of  public  works  is  rarely  carried 
over  them. 

III.  J^eet  of  RaUwayi, — Irrespective  of  such  cases  as  have  been 
?  alluded  to,  a  general  assessment  would  here,  even  among  agricultural  occo- 
pants,  operate  unfairly.  Renfrewshire,  though  a  small  countv,  is  inter- 
sected  by  three  or  four  lines  of  railway.  One  portion  of  the  farmers  are 
within  reach  of  stations,  to  and  from  which  they  cart  their  produce  and 
manure,  generally  by  means  of  statute  labour  roads.  Another  section, 
nearer  market,  or  farther  from  a  station,  find  it  more  convenient  to  carry 
theur  traffic  by  turnpike  road.  For  instance,  A.  sends  the  produce  ik  hn 
dairy  to  town  every  morning  by  rail,  while  B.  carts  it.  The  one  pays  rail- 
way rates,  the  other  tolls— ^ch  contributing  to  maintain  the  thoroughfare 
he  employs.  But  abolish  tolls,  and  introduce  assessment,  and  A.,  thoqgh 
neither  using  nw  exhausting  the  road  by  the  carriage  of  his  milk,  must 

gay  as  much  as  B.  who  does,  and,  ceteris  paribue^  B.  will  be  relieved  of  one 
alf  of  his  present  payments  at  the  expense  of  A.  without  any  other  change 
of  cireamstances,  unJess  A.,  seeing  he  must  subscribe  to  the  road,  abandons 
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the  railway  in  faronr  of  the  road,  which  would  merely,  by  increanng  its       Countgr 
tear  and  wear,  add  to  the  cost  of  its  repair,  and  consequently  to  the  amount  <^ 

of  the  assessment.    It  may  be  supposed  that  such  cases  are  too  exceptional     ^*"       * 
to  weigh  for  or  against  a  general  rule,  but  in  many  districts  of  this  county     Jq),,,  ^^\\ 
nearly  the  whole  farm  traffic  is  carried  by  rail,  and  to  assess  such  districts  ifaiwell,  Esq. 
equally  with  those  depending  upon  roads,  would  sanction  the  injustice  of 
an  impost  universal  in  its  application,  and  uniform  in  its  rate,  for  the  sup- 
port of  what  is  now  no  longer  in  general  use.    This  affords  another  in- 
stance how  frequently  road  arrangements  well  adapted  for  one  county 
are  unauitable  for  another,  and  how  much  objections  taken  to  toUs)  of  un- 
equal pressure,  and  unfair  application,  may  be  augmented  under  an  assess- 
ment. 

IV.  Propinqui^  of  Glasgow. — This  forms  a  very  material  element  of 
consideration.  Mr  Wilson's  evidence  establishes  the  enormous  difference 
between  the  cost  of  maintaining  a  mile  of  road  leading  into  Glasgow,  and 
the  same  distance  in  the  rural  districts,  caused  mainly  by  the  cartage  of 
building  materials  for  the  city,  or  of  manufactured  goods  and  minerals  to 
the  harbour.  No  general  assessment  on  the  property  and  horses  of  parties 
carrying  on  that  traffic  would  produce  the  tolls  they  pav  for  it,  nor  supply 
the  funds  required  for  the  repairs  it  causes.  I  have  already  adduced  m- 
stances  showmg  how  incommensurate  an  assessment  on  the  property  of 
those  who  possess  it  would  be  with  the  exigencies  of  the  case,  and  a  vast 
number  who  conduct  the  heaviest  traffic  are  mere  carters  without  property 
to  be  assessed.  It  may  be  said  they  have  horses,  but  if  each  county  were 
assessed  separately,  the  revenue  from  horses  would  mainly  go  to  Glasgow, 
within  the  bounds  of  which  these  persons  principally  reside ;  and  even 
were  Lanarkshire  and  Renfrewshire  conjoined  for  assessment,  the  sum  that 
oould  be  levied  on  carters'  horses  never  would  cover  the  cost  of  the  repairs 
caused  by  their  traffic,  which  at  present  is  equitably  taken  fh)m  them  in 
the  shape  of  tolls.  It  would  surely  be  a  great  injustice  if  the  agrieultnral 
occupants  over* the  county,  whose  market  town  is  Paisley  or  Greenock, 
and  who  rarely  or  never  have  occasion  to  use  one  of  the  approaches  to 
Glasgow,  were  saddled  with  an  assessment  for  their  maintenance,  and 
obliged  to  defray  the  heavy  expenses  produced  by  the  building  and  har- 
bour traffic  of  that  city.  Why,  in  short,  should  builders,  mill  owners, 
bleachers,  and  iron  masters,  carting  into  Glasgow,  be  secured  in  a  bonus 
at  the  expense  of  the  landed  interest  of  Renfrewshire  ? 
.  The  present  system  is  not  without  its  drawbacks.  The  position  of  toll- 
bars,  however  fairly  distributed,  must  occasionally  press  more  heavily  on 
one  party  than  on  another,  and,  in  the  remoter  and  agricultural  districts, 
revenue  might  be  raised  more  economically  by  assessment ;  but,  with  all 
ito  faults,  it  is  based  on  the  equitable  principle — that  he  who  uses  a  road 
shall  pay  for  it — and  the  more  I  have  considered  the  question,  with  re- 
ference to  my  own  county,  the  more  am  I  impressed  with  the  opinion  that, 
there  at  all  events,  any  of  the  alterations  which  have  been  mooted  will  re- 
produce, in  an  increased  degree,  the  very  objections  of  unfair  operation 
and  expensive  machinery  which  have  been  so  loudly  raised  agamst  the 
existing  system. 

The  only  addition  I  wish  to  make  to  the  above  statement,  is  to  state  the 
number  of  horses  employed  by  the  four  bleachfields  and  the  11  fiinners 
alluded  to  in  it.  I  find  that  the  four  bleachflelds,  which  pay  annually  in 
tolls  L.388,  employ  12  horses,  and  that  the  11  farmers  paying  in  tolls  and 
statute  labour  together  L.63.  Os.  Id.,  employ  43  horses. 

With  reference  to  Mr  Hoggan's  evidence,  it  appears  that  the  tolls  of  the 
six  Renfrewshire  roads  produce  L.14,192,  and  that  of  that  sum  L.8,260  was 
raised  within  4^  miles  of  Glasgow.  Supposing  it  were  proved  that  the 
L.8,260  was  more  than  sufficient  to  maintain  the  roads  within  the  above 
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Ck»anty       limits,  and  pajr  a  proportion  of  the  interest  of  the  debt,  and  that  the  surpiiis 
^   ^  was  applied  to  other  roads  situated  in  another  district,  and  under  a  different 

^°  ^^'  Trust  from  the  one  from  which  the  surplus  is  drawn,  with  a  different  set 
John  Hall  ^^  parties  as  obligants  for  the  debt,  I  should  consider  the  diversion  as  on. 
Moxwill,  Em}.  just,  and  that  the  tolls  over  the  whole  line  of  road  on  which  the  surplus 
arises  should  be  reduced  by  its  extent.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  surplus 
arising  upon  one  part  of  a  line  of  road,  be  expended  upon  another  part  of 
that  Ime,  the  case  b  different.  The  road  whether  as  regards  the  Trust 
or  the  obligants,  is  one  concern,  and  it  is  impossible  so  to  arrange  toll- 
bars  as  to  make  the  traffic  oyer  four  miles,  or  shorter  distance,  pay 
exactly  in  proportion  to  that  distance. 

By  the  Renfrewshire  Act,  since  1825,  I  understand  no  tolls  can  be 
placed  nearer  to  each  other  than  five  miles.  There  are,  I  believe,  two 
tolls  within  4^  miles  of  Glasgow.  This,  of  course,  shows  that  parties  in 
that  district  have  to  pay  more  frequently  than  in  some  other  parts  of 
the  coimty,  but  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  the  amount  of  charge  is 
an  undue  one. 

Parties  like  Mr  Crum,  who  may  consider  that  under  the  toll  system 
tiiey  are  undulr  taxed,  have  placed  their  works  there  since  the  roads 
were  made,  and  thus  become  liable  to  the  burden  they  now  bear.    I 
believe  that  even  if  Mr  Oram  were  at  present  paying  at  the  rate  of  2}d. 
per  mile  for  the  road  used  by  him,  and  assummg  that  three  farthings 
per  mile  were  the  proper  rate  (which  I  do  not  admit),  the  views  ex- 
pressed in  my  note  would  still  be  applicable,  although  no  doubt  a  strong 
case  would  be  made  out  of  an  inequitable  arrangement  of  tolls.     When 
Mr  Crum  or  any  other  party  considers  himself  aggrieved  in  this  respect, 
it  is  competent  to  him  to  bring  his  case  before  the  General  Board  of 
Trastees;  I  am  not  aware,  however,  that  such  complaints  have  come 
from  the  district  within  which  the  two  tolls  in  question  are.    In  estimating 
Mr  Crum's  rental  for  assessment,  I  have  not  taken  into  account  the 
houses  in  which  his  work-people  reside,  nor  the  house  in*which  he  him- 
self resides ;  the  first,  because  I  am  not  aware  that  the  workmen's 
houses  are  Mr  Crum's  property ;  the  second,  because,  as  a  general  role, 
manufacturers  do  not  reside  in  their  works,  but  in  many  cases  in  another 
county. 

In  reference  to  statute  labour  roads,  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  would  be 
better  to  unite  several  parishes,  and  manage  them  as  a  district  under  a 
common  surveyor,  instead  of  continuing  the  present  system  of  separate 
parochial  mamu^ement.  In  manj  cases  the  management  is  not  even 
parochial.  Each  proprietor  obtams  what  he  can  of  the  rate,  and  lays 
it  out  on  the  roads  within  his  own  bounds.  There  may  thus  be  half  a 
dozen  different  systems  of  maintenance,  and  of  distinct  supervision,  within 
one  parish. 

Supplemtntaiy  StatemeM  dy  Mr  Hall  Maxwell* 

Having  been  permitted  to  lodge  a  supplementary  statement  in  reference 
to  the  Renfrewshire  Roads,  I  shall  confine  myself  to  the  points  on  which 
some  special  questions  were  put  to  me,  viz.,  those  contained  in  No.  2  oi 
my  original  memorandum,  where  I  endeavoured  to  establish  that  a  change 
from  tolls  to  assessment  would  operate  prejudicially  and  unfairly  to  the 
agricultural  interest. 

The  questions  put  to  me  involved  the  following  positions  : — 

1.  That  the  cases  cited  by  me,  in  illustration  of  my  opinion^  vere 
exceptional. 

2.  That  the  system  of  tolls  in  Renfrewshire,  in  the  vicinity  of  Glasgo^t 
subjects  manufacturers  to  injustice. 
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3.  That  in  a  question  of  "  degree "  of  inequality,  there  will  be  less       Coonty 
hardship  to  the  farmer  under  assessment,  than  there  now  is  to  the  manu-  ^ 

facturer  under  toll.  Renfrew. 

I.  The  instances  before  cited  were  fairly  taken  ;  but,  as  reference  had     jq))q  j^^\\ 
been  made  to  them  by  several  witnesses,  it  was  natural  enough  to  suppose  Kazwell,  Esq. 
that  they  had  some  specialty.    I  have  since  caused  30  additional  oases  to 

be  taken  indiscriminately,  and  of  these  I  herewith  lodge  a  tabular  state- 
ment. That  there  has  been  no  attempt  to  single  out  merely  cases  of 
mineral  owners  or  manufacturers,  who  may  be  supposed  to  benefit  by  a 
change,  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  the  return  embraces  six  instances 
of  such  parties  whose  traffic,  being  carried  by  railway  or  canal,  involves 
but  a  small  amount  of  toll,  and  who,  consequently,  would  si^fl^  by  a 
change.  These  cases  support  the  opinion,  expressed  in  No.  3  of  my 
original  memorandum,  as  to  the  unfairness  of  a  general  and  uniform 
assessment,  irrespective  of  the  extent  to  which  railways  or  canals  may 
be  used  instead  of  roads. 

The  results  of  the  Retum'show  that  a  change  from  tolls  to  assessment 
would  effect  a  saving  of  L.295,  17s.  9d.  in  favour  of  eight  parties,  cnl^ 
one  of  whom  is  a  farmer,  and  that  22,  of  whom  16  are  farmers,  would  be 
saddled  with  an  increased  payment  of  L.294,  10s.  7d.  The  gain  to  the 
farmer  wotdd  be  L.8,  13s.  Od.  The  loss  L.206,  15s.  Id.  The  gain  to 
the  other  parties  would  be  L.287,  4s.  9d.    The  loss,  L.87, 16s.  6d. 

On  the  whole,  I  submit  that  this  Table  confirms  the  accuracy  of  the 
view  contained  in  No.  2  of  the  original  memorandum,  and  shows  that  the 
cases  therein  referred  to  were  not  exceptional  and  special. 

II.  The  questions  put  to  me  in  reference  to  the  unfairness  of  the 
existing  system  in  Renfrewshire,  proceeded  : — 

1.  On  the  fact  that  persons  residing  within  five  miles  of  Glasgow  are 
sabjected  to  two  tolls. 

2.  On  the  assumption  that  cost  of  maintenance,  caused  by  the  tear 
and  wear  of  a  cart  is  |d.  ^er  mile,  while  persons  within  the  above  radius 
pay  2Jd. 

3.  On  the  assumption  that,  in  consequence  of  the  disproportion  between 
the  sum  so  levied,  and  that  expended  on  maintenatice,  a  large  amount 
contributed  by  persons  near  Glasgow,  is  unfairly  diverted  to  maintain 
roads,  and  relieve  those  who  use  them  in  other  districts. 

The  complaint  of  double  toll  is  founded  on  a  misconception  of  its  effect. 
So  far  from  doubling  payment  to  persons  residing  within  five  miles  of 
Glasgow,  it  enables  those  who  are  between  the  first  and  second  bars  to 
escape  for  one-half,  on  other  roads  leading  from  the  north  and  east  into 
Glasgow,  the  practice  is  to  levy  a  heavy  toll  at  one  bar  dose  to  the  city, 
where  rates  running  from  Is.  Id.,  upwards,  are  levied,  no  matter  how 
sbort  the  distance  travelled.  In  Renfrewshire,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
payments  at  both  bars  only  amount  to  8d.  or  Is.,  according  to  wheels, 
while  but  one-half  is  taken  from  all  between  bars.  The  division  is  thus 
a  direct  advantage,  and  an  equitable  arrangement  to  the  public,  instead 
of  an  injustice,  as  has  been  represented. 

The  second  point  also  proceeds  oh  a  misconception.  I  am  assured  by 
Mr  M^Gonnell  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to  lay  down  any  general  rule 
as  to  the  cost  of  maintenance,  caused  by  the  traffic  of  a  cart,  nor  to 
estimate  it  at  jd.  per  mile.  That  was  his  estimate  of  the  damage  done 
by  the  rural  traffic  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Edinburgh,  but  he  can  quote 
cases  where,  with  another  kind  of  cartage,  the  cost  is  much  heavier.  I 
need  scarcely  observe  that  on  the  Renfrewshire  roads,  now  under  con- 
sideration, the  tear  and  wear  are  of  the  heaviest  and  most  costly  descrip* 
tion. 

The  third  position  is  a  mere  inference  from  the  second,  and  falls  along 
with  it.    The  cost  of  maintenance  being  assnmed  at  )d.  a  mile  per  cartt 
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Catu^j       and  the  sum  drawn  being  oonsiilerablj  in  excess,  the  condofflon  is  that 

•aJSh^m      ^^ci^  must  necessarily  be  a  surplus  unfairly  diverted  and  expended  else- 

^^      '      where.     But,  in  point  of  fact,  the  tolls  raised  within  the  radius  referred 

/ohn  Hall     f<S  haTe,  for  some  years  past,  barely  sufficed  to  cover  the  cost  of  impioT- 

HaawtU,  Esq.  ing  and  upholding  the  roads  within  it.     I  believe  that  Mr  Wilson,  the 

surveyor,  as  well  as  Mr  Anderson,  his  predecessor  in  office,  can  sal>* 

stantiate  this  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Commission. 

With  regard  to  the  unfair  pressure  on  manufacturers,  etc.,  which  has 
been  alleged,  I  may  mention  that  the  toll  on  the  traffic  from  and  to 
Messrs  Cnim's  works  at  Thomliebank  is  at  the  rate  of  1.28d.  per  ton 
per  mile.  That  of  a  printfield  near  Barrhead,  1.23d.  per  ton  per  mile, 
while  two  farmers  travelling  on  the  same  line  of  road,  pay  respectivdj 
2^1d.  and  1.64d.  per  ton  per  mile. 

UI.  It  has  been  said  that  the  whole  question  is  one  of  "  degree  of 
hardship,**  and  that  there  would  be  less  inequality  of  pressure  were  tolls 
abandoned,  and  assessment  substituted.  Before  investigating  facts,  sad 
ascertaining  data,  one  would  suppose  that  a  contrary  conclusion  was  more 
likely  to  be  correct.  The  principle  of  tolls  is  that  their  payment  shall 
be  preceded  by  the  use  of  the  road,  and  regulated,  in  so  far  as  possiUc^ 
by  the  extent  of  that  use.  Assessment,  again,  is  ruled  by  other  elements, 
neither  flowing  from,  nor  indicative  of  use.  No  one  can  affirm  that  A, 
using  100  miles  of  road,  should  not  pay  ten  times  as  much  towards  its 
maintenance  as  B,  who  only  travels  10  ;  it  can  only  be  maintained  that 
payment  u  not  extracted  by  toll  in  proportions  so  just  and  equitable  as 
it  would  by  assessment.  Now,  taking  mileage  as  the  criterion,  I  shall 
contrast  my  own  position  at  present,  and  what  it  would  be  under  assess- 
ment, with  that  of  the  proprietor  of  Thomliebank  works»  so  frequentlj 
mentioned  in  the  course  of  my  examination. 

The  rental  of  my  home  farm,  and  of  an  adjoining  one  under  lease, 
amounts  to  L.600,  on  both,  the  whole  traffic,  except  hay  unconsumed,  is 
carried  by  railway,  and  the  railway  rates  amount  annually  to  L.72, 15s. 
The  tolls  are  about  L.4 ;  an  assessment  of  lOd.  would  come  to  L.20, 16s.  8d. 

Thomliebank  works  are  valued  at  L^l,462.  The  traffic  is  carted  into 
Glasgow.  The  tolls  amount  to  L.120;  an  assessment  of  lOd.  wonld 
produce  L.60, 19s.  2d. 

The  road  mileage  of  the  hrms  is  662,  that  of  the  bleachfield  must  be 
about  11,000. 

The  farms  would  pay  about  7  id.  per  mile,  the  bleachfield  about  1^.  per 
mile.  This  result  would  not  be  affected  were  I  to  take  other  farms  be- 
longing to  me  in  this  neighbourhood. 

Assessment  would  increase  the  **  degree  of  hardship,"  not  only  between 
inanufacturer  and  farmer,  but  between  farmer  and  farmer.  In  illustra- 
tion, I  may  cite  two  oases  in  my  own  neighbourhood. 

One  of  my  tenants  sends  his  milk  to  Glasgow  bv  railway,  and  pays  6d. 
per  daem.  A  neighbour,  whose  fiirm  adjoins,  sends  his  bv  spring  cart  to 
Paidey,  for  which  the  toll  is  also  6d.  per  diem.  The  milk  traffic  of  the 
one  is  carted  over  about  300  mUea  of  Hatute  labour  roady  for  which  he  is 
•aseoed ;  that  of  the  other  must  cover  nearly  3000  mila  o^  tvnqnke  road, 
for  which  he  pays  toll.  The  rentals  of  the  two  firms  are  nearly  alike, 
therefore  assessment  would  fall  as  heavily  on  him  who  makes  no  use  of 
the  road,  as  on  him  who  travels  3000  miles. 

Again,  my  tenant  sends  his  farm  produce  and  fetches  his  manure  by 
railway,  to  whieh  his  parents  amount  to  nearly  L.60,  while  his  tolls  are 
about  L.  2.  Another  neighbour  prefers  the  road,  for  which  he  pays  above 
L.20  in  toUfr-^his  railway  rates  being  about  L.6.  The  road  mileage  of 
the  one  i$  under  500,  that  of  the  other  over  4,000.  Their  rentals  are 
Mwly  equal ;  and  so,  consequently,  wotdd  be  their  contribntiona  to  the 
ttainlansace  of  the  road,  were  assessment  the  rule. 


County 

of 
Renfrew. 

John  Hall 


,r^  A  jonn  uaii 

^Ayn'B  Evidence,  illuatrative  of  the  effect  of  a  change  from  Tolls  to  Maxwell,  Es 


',  the  Roads,  although  it  is  proved  by  Mr  Wilson's  Evidence  that  in 
for  the  gradual  Extinction  of  the  Debt  itself. 


REMARKS. 


ue  immediate  vicinity  of  Johnston,  produce  carted  by  private  and  statute 

bour  roads,  seldom  uses  the  turnpike. 

la  farm  produce  to  Glasgow  principally  by  railway. 

(s  the  whole  distance  to  Glasgow  by  turnpike. 

ri^nch  from  the  Caledonian  Railway  goes  into  the  mineral  field. 

t^rals  carted  along  a  statute  labour  and  turnpike  road  by  hired  carters  to 

je  canal  basin  at  Johnston,  the  lessee  paying  towards  the  up-keep  of  the 

atute  labour  road  and  a  composition  for  tolls.     It  is  these  and  other 

tnerals  that  cause  the  heavy  expense  on  the  mile  of  turnpike,  referred  to 

'  !M r  Wilson's  and  Mr  Hoggan^s  evidence. 

'torn,  uses  the  turnpike ;  uses  the  statute  labour  road  in  the  conveyance  of 

lo  fann  produce  to  Paisley. 

J[he  use  of  railway  and  statute  labour  roads,  seldom  comes  upon  a  turnpike. 
<?  carted  over  a  statute  labour  road,  the  tolls  paid  being  for  goods  carted 
>  Glasgow  and  Paisley, 
^ing  farm.    Principally  milk  traffic. 

I  :ing  farm  traffic.    Uses  road  to  railway  station,  thence  per  rail  to  Glasgow. 
c3d  over  turnpike  road  to  Glasgow, 
railway  principally. 

lives  and  despatches  all  goods  by  canal  and  railway. 
B  wholly  over  turnpike  roads. 

cely  ever  on  a  turnpike  road.    Uses  statute  labour  principally. 
pUy  turnpike  that  is  used. 
fis  and  coals  carted  over  turnpike  roads. 

■ilarly  on  turnpike  road,  with  two  horses,  between  Paisley  and  Glasgow, 
luce  of  farm  wholly  consumed  in  feeding  cattle  kept  thereon. 
*ea  use  of  turnpike  roads  exclusively. 
*cs  sent  by  railway  to  Glasgow.    Has  a  lye  connected  with  quarry. 

flc  carried  along  the  tumpuce  to  and  from  Paisley, 
manure  by  rail  and  river.    Farm  produce  sent  principally  by  rail. 
C  produce  sent  by  rail  to  Greenock  and  Glasgow, 
nanure  by  rail.    Farm  produce  sent  principally  by  railway, 
re  by  rail.    Farm  produce  principally  sent  by  ralL 
i  brought  by  rail  and  river.    Brick  and  tile  da^qpatohed  by  same  means* 
|ing  farm.    Using  principally  statute  labour  roads, 
ing  farm.    Using  turnpike  roads  principally. 


1 
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XVI.  COUNTY  OF  AYS. 


Ayr,  Tuesday,  }7th  May  1650. 

MEilBERS  PRESENT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.      |      Sir  James  FerguBon*  BarU 

Sir  Andrew  Orr. 

MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR.  County 

of 

No.  I.  John  M'Muririey  Esq.,  Examined  :'-^  Ayr. 

I  am  clerk  to  the  General  Meetings  of  Road  Trustees  for  the  oiNinty  of  ^<^J>?  BI«Nar- 
Ayr,  and  have  been  so  for  16  years.  There  is  one  Act  for  the  whole  oi  ^"®'  ^'^* 
the  county,  passed  in  1847.  One  General  Trust  is  fonued  for  the  whole 
county,  which  holds  quarterly  stated  meetings.  The  Aot  contains  a  power 
enabling  the  Trustees  to  divide  the  county  into  districts,  and  of  these  there 
are  ten,  viz.,  1.  Ayr;  2.  Kilmarnock;  3*  Manehline;  4.  Maybole;  0» 
Girvan ;  6.  Stewarton ;  7.  Irvine ;  8.  Lochlibo  :  9.  Beith  %  10.  LargB. 

The  funds  of  each  district  are  kept  separate,  and  the  fimds  of  each 
road  are  also  kq>t  separate  ;  they  can  only  be  ajapHed  to  the  purposes  cf 
that  particular  road.  Each  district  has  its  own  clerk  and  treasnrer.  I 
»m  also  clerk  to  the  Ayr  Dis^ct  of  Roads. 

The  general  body  of  Trustees  receive  the  accounts  of  eaeh^  district 
jannually,  and  review  them,  in  order  to  ascertain  that  they  are  kept  in  IJm 
form  prescribed  by  the  Statute.  They  also  act  as  a  Q/omi  of  Appeal  for 
deciding  questions  which  may  have  arisen  in  the  districts.  The  District 
Trustees  have  the  full  control  of  their  own  funds. 

The  whole  Trustees  of  a  district  act  Ibr  all  the  turnpike  roads  witidA 
the  district. 

I  hand  in  a  return  showing  the  number  of  miles  of  turnpike  roads  in 
the  different  districts,  and  the  revenue  and  expenditure-*^n  an  aveni^ 
of  17  years — with  a  statement  of  the  debt  and  interest  paid  and  still  owing 
thereon  during  the  same  period. 

I  have  given  considerable  attention  to  the  subject  of  die  abolition  of 
tolls.  I  am  quite  aware  of  the  great  inconvenienee  of  tolls,  but,  at  present^ 
I  do  not  see  that  any  substitute  which  has  been  proposed  would  be  so 
equitable.  I  consider,  that  under  the  toll  system,  tae  burden  falls  equit- 
ably on  the  parties  who  use  the  roads ;  but  a  great  improTeaient  might  be 
made,  if  the  IVustees  had  a  power  of  redistributing  the  toll-bars  %  and  if 
the  Trusts  were  to  be  more  consolidated,  so  that  the  roads  within  a  certain 
circle  might  be  managed  with  one  common  ftud.  We  have  not  the  power 
of  doing  this  at  present  under  tiie  Act ;  but  if  we  had  the  power,  diere 
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Cooaty       would  be  no  obstacle,  if  the  debt  were  removed  by  some  arrangement. 

^  I  am  aware  that  considerable  portions  of  the  debt  are  of  no  great  value ; 

^^'        others  are  valuable.    I  onl/  know  of  one  case  of  a  sale  of  debt.    This  was 

John  M'Mvr-  ^  ^'^  ^^  about  L.668  of  debt  in  the  Mauchline  Trust,  which  realised  about 

trie,  Esq.      L.120.     I  believe  the  purchasers  have  got  no  interest  since  the  sale  was 

effected,  about  two  years  ago ;  but  they  have  a  prospect  of  getting  interest. 

It  would  appear  that  the  sum  raised  for  the  support  of  turnpike  and 
parish  roads  and  bridges  within  the  county,  and  for  payment  of  debt  and 
interest,  amounts,  on  an  average  of  17  years,  to  L.24,384  per  annum. 
There  would  no  doubt  be  a  saving  on  this  sum  to  a  small  extent,  if  the 
toll  system  were  abolished,  and  the  money  raised  by  an  assessment. 

To  raise  the  above  sum  of  L.24^384,  would  require  an  assessment  of  8d. 
per  £  on  all  lands  and  heritages  in  the  county,  mduding  burghs  and  rail- 
ways.   I  think  this  would  be  considered  an  undue  burden  upon  property. 

The  sum  realised  by  direct  assessment  at  present  for  statute  labour 
and  bridge  money  is  about  L. 5,700,  which  requires  about  2d.  in  the  £. 

In  anv  arrangement  for  the  debt,  I  scarcely  think  it  would  be  fair  to 
lay  the  burden  entirely  on  the  proprietors  of  land ;  but  inasmuch  as  the 
construction  and  improvement  of  roads  is  in  the  nature  of  a  permanent 
improvement,  I  think  the  burden  should  be  heavier  on  the  proprietor. 

Scqiponng  that  the  interest  of  debt,  and  the  expenses  incident  to  tolls 
were  deducted,  the  sum  of  L. 24,384  would  be  reduced  to  little  more  than 
L.21,000,  which  would  reduce  the  assessment  about  Id.,  if  wholly  on  lands 
and  heritages. 

If  it  were  proposed  to  maintain  the  whole  roads  and  bridges  in  the 
county  by  an  assessment  of  2  id.  per  £  on  the  rental,  and  a  graduated  tax 
on  horses,  not  exceeding  40s.  per  horse^  I  would  say,  that  such  a  pro- 
posal would  be  likely  to  meet  with  opposition  from  parties  In  the  hill  dis- 
tricts, if  the  rate  on  their  horses  were  the  same  as  that  on  horses  in  the 
lower  districts  of  the  county,  as  the  latter  class  of  horses  use  the  roads 
mndi  more  extensively. 

With  regard  to  the  valuation  of  the  debt,  I  would  consider  the  non-pay- 
ment of  interest,  for  a  series  of  years,  to  be  a  strong  element  in  judging  of 
the  value  of  any  debt. 

I  consider  that,  if  an  assessment  be  laid  on  lands  and  heritages,  the 
rate  should  not  be  uniform.  I  am  led  to  entertain  this  opinion  from  hav- 
ing ascertained  that  the  mineral  lordships  in  this  county  amount  to  nearly 
one-seventh  of  the  whole  rental.  The  transit  of  minerals  is  much  more 
injurious  to  roads  than  other  traffic;  on  the  other  hand,  I  am  aware  that 
many  mineral  works  have  direct  access  to  railways  without  using  any  of 
the  roads.  I  would  mention  a  case  of  an  iron  work,  where  the  cost  of 
keeping  up  12  miles  of  road  was  about  L.  1,500  a  year,  and  the  company 
were  content  to  pay  a  composition  of  L.  1,200  a  year  towards  maintaining 
the  road.  Such  a  sum  they  would  never  have  been  made  to  pay  under  an 
assessment,  either  on  heritages  or  horses.  This  was  only  a  temporary 
arrangement  however,  the  traffic  having  now  been  carried  off  by  a  railway 
havmg  been  made.  I  would  only  impose  such  higher  rate  on  minerals  in 
cases  where  use  was  made  of  the  roa&. 

I  would  consider  one  great  objection  to  a  systemof  assessment  on  horses 
would  be  the  difficulty  of  recovering  such  an  assessment  from  carters,  and 
their  hones  would  require  to  be  assessed  at  a  high  rate. 

I  was  engaged  in  procuring  the  passing^  of  the  existing  Boad  Act  in  1847. 
The  county  gentiemen  were  themselves  dirided,  particmarlv  with  referenee 
to  the  qualification  of  Road  Trustees.  The  expense  or  procuring  the 
Act  was  about  L.4,300.  It  is  fidr,  however,  to  state  that  the  expenses  of 
this  Aet  were  not  thrown  wholly  on  the  tolls,— L.2,000  were  raised  by  an 
■mwiment  on  the  proprietors  in  the  county. 

With  regard  to  the  tenants'  profits  on  tolls,  I  have  made  considerable 
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inquiries,  and  obtained  rarious  returns  on  the  subject,  and  I  have  reason '     County 
to  believe  that^  in  this  county,  the  average  profit  is  not  more  than  6  per         S^^ 
cent.  ^ 

The  statute  labour  money  in  the  county  of  Ayr  was  formerly  levied  on  jQ),n  M*Mur. 
the  old  valued  rent,  but  this  was  altered  by  the  existing  Act  of  1 847.  trie,  Esq. 

I  refer  to  the  return  of  revenue  and  expenditure  before  mentioned,  as 
showing  that  the  average  annual  expeuse  of  the  road  establishment  in 
Ayrshire,  including  all  the  salaries  of  officers,  expense  of  toll  houses — par- 
liamentary and  other  expenses,  has  not,  on  an  average  of  the  last  17  years, 
exceeded  13  per  cent,  of  the  yearly  revenue ;  and  deducting  some  heavy 
parliamentary  expenses  incurred  in  discussions  with  various  railway  com- 
panies, which  are  not  likely  to  occur  again,  the  average  annual  expense 
would  not  exceed  11  or,  at  most,  12  per  cent  of  the  revenue. 

The  lengths  of  the  turnpike  roads  in  the  county  extend  to  about  713 
miles,  which  are  tolled  as  follows : — 

Miles. 
At  the  maximum  rate  in  the  Statute,  about  427 

At  half  the  said  rate,  about         .  240 

At  third  the  said  rate      ....  46 


713 


I  estimate  the  value  of  the  toll  houses  in  the  county,  belonging  to  the 
Trustees,  at  from  L. 4,000  to  L.5,000.  Many  of  them  are  very  inferior ; 
and  a  portion  of  them  belong  to  other  parties,  who  let  them  to  the  Trustees 
for  a  yearly  rent. 
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BETURN  of  the  average  amonnt  of  the  Conversion  Money  Assessed  and  Collected 
in  the  several  Parishes  of  the  County  of  Ayr  during  each  of  the  Ten  Years 
previous  to  1859 ;  shoving  also,  the  Hate  Assetised  upon  each  L.lOO  of  Pro- 
perty in  each  Parish, — and  also,  the  Bate  of  Commission  charged  in  each 
Parish  for  the  Collection. 


(Handed  in  hy  Mr  M'Murtne,) 

A  vent*  AnatMl 

Bate  of 

PAIUSHSS. 

Amount  Aattmmi  and 

upon  «»eh 

GonmlMND 

C«UMted  darins  tk« 

L-lVOofVahn 

fbr 

iHtlOjcm. 

o(  Property. 

ColtoetioB. 

£       S.    D. 

£      B.     D. 

Ayr^       •••«•• 

22a   0    0 

10      0 

7  percent 

Coylton, 

Old  Cumnock, 

83  15    0 

10      0 

7      „ 

109    8    2 

10      0 

7       n 

New  Cumnock, 

96    8    8 

0  10    0 

7       , 

Balrymplfl,    . 

51    4  10 

10    0 

7       , 

Dalmellington, 

82  16  10 

0  16    0 

7      „ 

Monkton, 

68  11    9 

10    0 

7       „ 

Newton, 

27  11    4 

10    0 

7           M 

Ochiltree, 

99    4    0 

10    0 

7        , 

St  Quivox,    .        , 

64  13    2 

0  12    0 

7 

Tarbolton,     . 

118    7    6 

10    0 

7  ,; 

Kavbole, 
Kirkmichael, 

129  17    0 

0  10    0 

H    » 

67    6    8 

0  12    6 

7       « 

Kirkoewald,  . 

108  11    2 

10    0 

H    M 

Barr, 

80    0    6 

10    0 

6       „ 

DaUly,  . 

75    7    6 

0  15    0 

61     „ 

Straiton, 

89    4    4 

10    0 

^        n 

Londonn, 

128  12    2 

10    0 

81     „ 

Galston, 

135  14    6 

0  18    0 

H    » 

Mauchline,    . 

75    2    3 

10    0 

y  « 

Som,     .        . 

91    4    3 

10    0 

6       ,1 

Stair,     . 

49  16    3 

10    0 

6       « 

Auchinleck,  . 

102    8    5 

10    0 

6       „ 

Muirkiik, 

57  14    8 

0  18    0 

5       „ 

Dreghom, 

185  18    9 

10    0 

6       » 

Kilwinning,  • 

143    2    5 

0  16    8 

7       „ 

Stevenston,    . 

47    7    7 

0  12    6 

3  : 

Ardrossan,     . 

84    4    7 

0  18    9 

Stewarton,     . 

95    9    0 

0  11  10 

8 

Inrina,   . 

97  13    1 

0  18    9 

8       M 

Dunlop, 

69    8    8 

0  16    8 

7*      n 

Dalrv,    . 

207  18  10 

0  13    4      i 

n  :; 

Kilhimie, 

151    3  11 

10    0 

Riccarton, 

77    2    1 

0    8    4 

6       „ 

Oraigie, 

52    0    4 

0  12    6 

7i     „ 

West  KUbride,      . 

68    1    6 

0  12    6 

7       „ 

Symington,   . 

83    8    6 

0  11    0 

5       >• 

Kilmaure, 

63  11    8 

0    8  11 

7|      M 

Beith,    . 

149    4    3 

10    0 

H     »» 

Kilmarnock, . 

120    1    5 

0  15    0 

7i      „ 

Fenwick, 

103    6  10 

10    0 

7|     „ 

Dundonald,    . 

128    5    0 

0  12    6 

6       „ 

Largs,    . 

56    0    0 

0  12    6 

6       M 

Girvan, 

113    9    6 

0  16    9 

H    .» 

Colmonell,     . 

112  12  10 

0  16    0 

H    „ 

68    4    5 

0  16    9 

H    » 

4,348    9  11 

John  M*Mar- 
trie,  Esq. 


It  will  be  observed,  from  the  above  Return,  that  the  STerage  annnal  amount  of  Conreraion 
Uoney  collected  tn  Afrdiire  !b  L,4,84a,  9a  lid. 

This  is  considerably  tmder  the  amount  which  mti^ht  be  ooUected  under  the  Ayrshire  Roads 
Act,  1847,  which  anthorizes  an  assessment  for  parish  roads  of  30s.  upon  every  L.100  of  the  real 
rent  of  heritages ;  while,  as  will  be  observed  from  the  second  column  of  the  Return,  the  rate 
exacted  varies  from  88.  4d.  (the  lowest  sum)  to  20a  upon  the  L.100. 

The  expense  of  collection  varies,  as  will  be  seen  teom  the  last  column  of  the  Return,  from  S| 
to  8  per  cent  Perhaps  the  average  expense  of  collection  may  be  taken  at  about  6  per  cent  of 
the  annual  sum  collected,  and  the  expense  of  surveying  the  parish  roads  (extending  in  length 
to  about  640  miles)  may  be  taken  at  about  7  per  cent— in  aU,  18  per  cent  of  the  rerenue. 


412  Turnpike  Road  Inquiry — Scotland. 

County 
of 

^3^*  No.  n.  John  Tennant,  Esq.,  Farmer,  Creocb,  Ochiltree,  Examined : — 

TennuiL  Esq.  ^  ^^^®  *  ^''^"^  ^^  ^^  acres.  I  quitted  my  former  farm  at  Michaelmas. 
'  It  consisted  of  400  acres,  on  which  I  kept  15  horses,  and  paid  hAdy — L.5 
of  statute  labour,  and  mj  tolls  cost  me  nearly  L.40  besides.  I  have  also 
a  &rm  in  Ireland,  in  the  county  of  Kildare,  where  I  have  10  horses,  and 
there  I  only  pay  L.5  of  county  cess  for  roads,  whilst  the  landlwd  pays 
nothing,  and  there  are  no  tolls.  The  roads  there  are  good,  but  not  quite 
80  good  as  they  are  here.    My  farm  is  30  miles  from  Dublin. 

I  object  greatly  to  the  system  of  toll-bars  as  inconvenient  and  expairive ; 
and  I  think  these  sentiments  are  shared  in  general  by  the  fiurmers  in  Ayr- 
shire,  and  that  they  would  be  willing  to  submit  to  an  assessment  on 
their  farms  in  lieu  of  tolls,  if  such  a  system  were  adopted. 

Owing  to  the  introduction  of  railways,  and  the  diversion  of  the  traffic,  the 
tumiMke  roads  are  now  very  much  in  the  same  position  as  statute  laboor 
roads. 

I  would  consider  a  rate  of  6d.  per  £  as  heavy,  but  it  would  be  better 
than  under  the  present  toll  system. 

I  do  not  think  the  profits  of  a  tollman  are  large ;  but  you  cannot  keep 
up  a  bar  much  under  L.20  a  year.  There  are  175  toll-bars  in  the  county, 
besides  checks  and  side  bars. 

With  respect  to  the  debt,  I  have  my  own  ideas.  I  think  the  debt  should 
be  extinguished  by  means  of  the  toll-bars,  which  should  be  allowed  to  re- 
main for  debt  alone  until  the  debt  is  paid  off. 

I  do  not  think  the  farmers  would  object  to  this  plan,  even  though  they 
had  to  pay  the  tolls  for  the  debt,  as  well  as  the  assessment  for  maintenance. 
I  believe,  in  this  way,  the  debt  would  very  soon  be  liquidated. 

Supposing  a  man  paid  double  the  money,  he  had  better  be  quit  of  the 
bars. 

In  Ayrshire,  I  think,  the  present  body  of  officials  are  very  good,  and 
that  the  Trustees  do  their  duty  well  enough ;  but  L.4,000  was  lately  paid 
for  an  Act  of  Parliament.  I  complain  also  of  the  causeway  custom  in  the 
burgh  of  Ayr.  I  bring  my  produce  to  town,  and  have  to  pay  custom, 
which  goes  to  keep  up  the  streets.  The  people  in  the  town  pay  no  custom, 
and  the  streets  are  repaired  out  of  our  money. 

I  consider  the  money  spent  by  the  county  people  in  the  town  is  a  proper 
remuneration  for  the  use  made  of  their  streets.  I  think  the  assessment 
for  maintenance  should  be  levied  on  the  occupiers. 

I  do  not  think  the  farmers  would  object  to  the  present  Trustees  being 
continued  in  the  management,  although  they  would  probably  like  some  of 
themselves  introduced  also  into  the  Trust. 
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County 
of 


Ayr,  Wednesday,  IBih  May  1869.  ^^' 


IIEMBEBS  PRESENT. 

Willkm  Smythe,  Esq.  |         Sir  James  Fergusson,  Bart. 

Sir  Andrew  Onr. 

MR  SMTTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  III.  Mr  James  Wilson,  Treasurer  to  the  Kilmamock  Distriet  of 

Turnpike  Roads,  Examined  :— 

There  are  sixteen  roads  in  the  Kilmamock  District,  for  all  of  which  Mr  J.  Wilsoo. 
separate  accounts  are  kept. 

1.  The  Kilmamock  and  Fhckside  Road,    15}  miles.    Two  tolls. 

The  revenue  for  1856-67  was  .    L.358  10    0 

„  1857-58,        .  .  .  .         366     0    0 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1856-57  was  .    L.148  19    8 

„  „  1857-58,  .         156  14    6 

The  debt  upon  this  road  amounts  to  L.2300,  secured  by  assignation  to 
the  tolls  oiUj.  Interest  has  always  been  regularly  paid  at  5  per  cent, 
since  my  appointment  as  treasurer  in  1848,  and  we  have  also,  nrom  time 
to  time,  paid  off  a  portion  of  the  principal — ^L.IOO  having  been  paid  during 
the  last  two  years,  and  another  L.lOO  will  be  paid  off  at  Whitsunday. 

2.  Kilmamoeh  to  Monkton.    10  miles.    Two  tolls. 

The  revenue  for  1856-57  was  .  .     L.431  10    4 

„  1857-58,  .  .         465    9    0 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1856-57,  was  •    Lit60    5    S 

„  ,,  1857-58,       .  .         359  10  11 

There  is  no  debt  on  this  road,  but  a  floating  balance  at  its  credit,  as  at 
Whitsunday  1858,  of  L.  154,  lis.  9d. 

3.  Kilmamock  to  Irvine.    7  miles.    Two  tolls. 

The  revenue  for  1856-57  was  .    L.490  16    0 

„  1857-58,       .  .  .         514  13     0 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1856-57  was  .    L.273  19  10 

„  „  1857-58>       .  .        350     1     4 

There  is  no  debt,  and  the  Trustees  have  executed  extensive  improve- 
ments  during  the  last  two  years. 

4.  KUmamoei  to  LochgaU,^   13|  miles.    Four  tolls,  and  a  portion  of 
another  toll,  two-thirds  of  which  are  paid  to  the  Mauchline  District. 

The  revenue  for  1856-57  was  .  .  .    L.636  19    9 

„  1857-58,        .  .         490  19    0 

The  diminution  arose  from  the  stoppage  of  coal  traffic  to  a  large  iron 
company. 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1856-57  was  .    L.S55    0    6 

M  n  1857-58,       .  .         388  15     1 
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County       The  debt  on  this  road  amounts  at  present  to  L.llOO,  secured  bj  assigna- 
^5  tion  to  the  tolls.     Interest  has  been  paid  regularly  at  5  per  cent,  since 

y*        my  appointment  as  treasurer,  besides  pcnrtions  of  the  principal — L.560 
Mr  J.  Wi!sou.^^vi^8»  ^^^  P^-id  off  during  the  last  two  years. 

5.  Kilmarnock  to  Dundonald.    5^  miles.     Two  toUs. 

The  revenue  for  1856-67  was  .  .  .     L.193    0    O 

„  1867-68,        .  .  .  .         228    0     O 

Tbeexpenseof  maintenance  for  1856-67  was  .    L.106    8    4 

„  .,  1867-68,        .  .         118  16     6 

There  is  no  debt  now,  L.lOO  having  been  paid  during  the  last  two  jears, 
and  L.60  during  the  current  year. 

6.  Kilmamock  to  Stewarton,    9^  miles  (including  both  old  and  new 
roads).    Three  tolls,  and  a  payment  of  L.6  from  a  toll  on  road  No.  10. 

The  revenue  for  1856-67  was  .  .  .    L.328    7     8 

„  1867-68,       .  .  .  .         367  10     3 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1866-67  was  .    L.298    6     3 

„  „  1867-68,        .  .         328     3     2 

At  Whitsunday  1868  there  was  a  floating  balance  of  nearly  L.lOO  against 
this  road,  in  consequence  of  a  considerable  sum  having  been  expended  in 
forming  a  footpath. 

7.  Irvine  to  Littlemiln.    10}  miles.     Two  tolls^  and  one-half  of  free 
proceeds  of  Fullerton  Bar  from  the  Ayr  District. 

The  revenue  for  1856-67  was  .  .  .    L.124    8    7 

„  1857-68,        .  .  .  .         146    0     1 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1866-67  was  L.109    9  10 

„  „  1867-68,       .  102     6     9 

There  u  no  debt — ^unless  the  very  old  claims  against  the  "  Iryine  to  LitUe- 
milu"  Road  in  the  Mauchline  District  extend  over  this  road,  the  one 
being  a  continuation  of  the  other — ^but  a  balance  of  L.110  on  hand,  as 
at  Whitsunday  1858. 

8.  DundoncUd  to  Troon.    4}  miles.     One  toll. 

The  revenue  for  1856-67  was  .  .    L.105    0    0 

„  1867-68,        .  .  .  .         106    0    0 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1866-67  was  L.72    7    2 

„  „  1867-68,       .  .  70    6     6 

There  is  no  debt  at  present,  L.lOO  having  been  paid  off  durmg  the  last 
two  years ;  but  there  is  a  floating  balance  of  L.41  on  hand,  as  at  Whit- 
sunday 1868. 

9.  Braehead  to  Qrassyards,    8}  miles.    Two  toUs. 

The  revenue  for  1856-67  was  .  .  L.85    0    0 

„  1867*68,        .  .  .  86    0    0 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1866-67  was  L.48  II  11 

„  „  1867-68,        •  .  61  17    3 

There  is  a  debt  of  L.260  on  this  road,  as  at  Whitsunday  1868,  secured 
on  assignation  to  the  tolls,  and  upon  which  interest  has  been  regukrly 
paid  at  6  per  cent,  since  my  appointment  as  treasurer,  and  we  have  also 
^  paid  L.60  to  account  of  the  principal,  within  the  last  two  years. 
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10.  Fenwieh  to  Kilmaurs,    44  miles.  County 

*  of 

The  revenue  (after  deducting  payments  of  L.5  annually  made  to  tlie        Ayr. 
Kilmarnock  to  Stewarton  Road)  was,  for  1866-67,        L.14    0    0  rz^„ 

And  for  1857-58 13    0    0     Mr  J.  Witooa 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1856-57  was  L.16    9  10  ' 

„  „  1857-58,       .  16  la    2 

There  is  no  debt,  except  a  small  floating  balance. 

11.  ChiUton  to  Kvngswelh.    0}  mfles.    Two  tolls. 

The  revenue  for  1856-57  was  .  .      L.72    0    0 

„  1857-58,        .  .  .  .  68  10    0 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1866-57  was  L.46  16    9 

n  »  1867-58,  56  10    0 

There  is  no  debt. 

12.  Kilmaun  to  Gatehead,    3}  miles.    Two  tolls. 

The  revenue  for  1856-57  was  .  .      L.79    0    0 

„  1857-58,       .  .  88    0    0 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1856-57  was  L.98  18    9 

„  „  1857-58,       .  .         107     3    5 

There  is  no  debt,  but  a  small  floating  balance  of  L.IO  against  the  road, 
as  at  Whitsunday  1858. 

13.  ThomUm  Gate  to  BowMdge  Bill.    8  miles.    Three  tolls. 

The  revenue  for  1856.57  was  .  L.36  17  10 

„  1857-58,        .  .  .  42  17     7 

One  of  the  tolls  (merely  a  check,  from  which  a  very  small  revenue  is 
derived),  we  collect  ourselves,  and  pay  the  collector  10  per  cent«  on  the 
sum  collected,  but  he  has  no  house. 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1856-57  was  .        L.8    3    0 

„  „  1857-58,       .  .  11  19    7 

The  debt  amounted  at  Whitsunday  1858  to  L.305,  14s.  3d.,  besides 
arrears  of  interest  unpaid,  amounting  to  L.66,  4s.  lOd.  We  have  occa- 
sionally paid  sums  to  account  of  the  arrear  of  interest  due, — L.60  having 
been  paid  to  account  during  the  last  two  years,  and  L.20  to  account  during 
the  current  year.  It  is  but  proper  to  state,  however,  that  the  debt  was 
principally  incurred  by  the  execution  of  an  improvement  near  the  estate 
of  Craig.  Mr  Pollock  Morris,  the  proprietor,  having  advanced  the  funds 
and  undertaken  the  risk,  and  at  same  time  gave  employment  to  many 
tradesmen  during  a  commercial  depression. 

14.  KUmttmock  to  Oraigie,    4f  miles.    One  toll. 

The  revenue  for  1856-57  was  .  .      L.58  10    0 

„  1857-58,  .  .  .  61  10    0 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1856-57  was  L.49    7    2 

„  „  1857-58,       •  .  51    3    3 

There  b  no  debt.  We  occasionally  receive,  for  the  benefit  of  this  road^ 
a  payment  of  L.16  from  the  Kilmarnock  to  MonktOD  Boa^  in  lies  of  as 
equivalent  benefit  in  the  shape  of  traffic. 
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County  16.  RicearUm  to  Treetwoodhead,    6^  miles.     One  toll. 

of  ^,  ^ 

Ayr.  The  revenue  for  1866-57  was  .      L.20    0    0 
„              1857-58,       .             .             .             .  20    0    0 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1856-67  was  .      L  13     1     4 

„  „  1857-58,  16    0    0 


Mr  J.  WiUoD. 


There' was  a  debt  of  L.lOO  at  Whitsunday  1858,  upon  which  there 
L.21  due  for  arrears  of  interest,  which  is  now,  however,  reduced  to  L.6. 
Sums  are  occasionally  paid  to  account  of  arrears  of  interest,  and  we 
receive  an  average  payment  of  about  L.15  from  the  Kilmarnock  and 
Monkton  Road,  in  lieu  of  an  equivalent  benefit  in  traffic. 

16.  FairWs  Dam  Dyke  to  Plelland.  2  miles.  There  is  no  toll  lei 
by  itself,  but  we  receive  about  one-fifth  of  the  revenue  of  Dam  Dyke  toll, 
upon  the  Kilmarnock  and  Dundonald  Road,  they  being  let  together. 

The  revenue  for  1856-67  was  L.ll    7    5 

„  1857-58,  .  .  13  15  10 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  18o6-57»  was  L.IO    8    0 

„  „  1867-58,         .  .  7  17     3 

There  is  no  debt,  except  a  small  floating  balance  of  h.9, 10s.  against  the 
road. 

At  Whitsunday  1858,  there  was  a  balance  at  the  credit  of  the  whole 
roads  in  the  Kilmarnock  District,  of  L.176, 3s.  7d.  As  before  stated,  a  sepa- 
rate account  is  kept  for  each  road,  but  we  only  keep  one  general  account 
at  the  bank.  Where  a  road  is  in  funds,  we  aUow  that  road  the  bank 
rate  of  interest,  as  if  the  bank  accounts  of  each  road  were  kept  separate ; 
and  on  the  other  side  we  debit  interest  at  the  rate  charged  by  the  bank. 

We  have  one  surveyor  for  the  whole  roads,  whose  salary  is  L.120,  in- 
cluding travelling  expenses,  and  that  is  apportioned  on  the  funds  of  eadi 
road  according  to  the  cost  of  maintenance  of  each.  The  clerk's  salary  ia 
L.40,  and  the  treasurer's  was  L.50,  but  has  now  been  raised  to  L.75, 
commencing  at  Martinmas  1858.  The  clerk  also  draws  a  fee  from  the 
lessees  of  tolls,  at  the  annual  roup  thereof,  amounting,  on  an  average,  to 
about  L.20  a  year.  These  are  apportioned  among  Uie  roads  according 
to  the  amount  of  their  ordinary  revenues. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Kilmarnock  District  hold  meetings  monthly.  At 
the  commencement  of  each  year,  the  treasurer  produces  an  estimate  of 
the  income  of  each  road,  and  the  survevor  an  estimate  of  the  probable 
expense.  A  sum  is  then  allocated  by  tne  Trustees  to  each  road,  gene- 
rally (if  not  always)  keeping  within  the  estimated  revenue.  All  accounts 
are  paid  monthly,  after  being  submitted  to  the  Trustees  for  examination, 
and  docqueted  by  the  chairman. 

The  clerk  calls  and  attends  all  meetings  of  the  Trust,  writes  the  minutes 
thereof,  directs  the  Trustees  on  all  points  of  law,  and  writes  and  sends 
extracts.  The  treasurer  collects  the  whole  revenue,  and  makes  all  the 
disbursements ;  he  also  attends  all  meetings  of  the  Trustees,  and  produces 
at  each  a  state  of  the  funds  of  each  road,  and  a  state  of  the  sums  ex- 
pended on  repairs,  showing  the  balance  of  the  allocated  sums  still  to  be 
expended  during  the  year,  thus  checking  the  surveyor  that  he  does  not 
exceed  the  amount  thereof.  The  treasurer  farther  makes  up  the  annual 
states  lodged  with  the  clerk  of  the  General  Trustees  of  the  county ;  prints 
and  circulates  abstracts,  brought  out  under  distinct  heads,  among  the 
Trustees,  and  makes  up  the  annual  government  state. 

I  see  no  reason  why  all  the  roads  in  this  district  should  not  be  thrown 
into  one  Trust,  under  one  management,  with  one  common  fund  and  one 
set  of  accounts.    I  think  if  this  was  done,  that  by  a  re-ammgement  of 
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some  of  the  toIlSf  they  might  be  so  disposed  as  would  conduce  greatly  to       County 
the  conrenience  of  the  district,  without  any  great  loss  of  reyenue.  ^f 

*     I  consider  our  present  system  of  management  economical  (the  Trustees        ^^' 
taking  a  prudent  oversight  of  the  entire  management  of  the  Trust),  and  ^fr  j.  w^Iiiod. 
under  it  we  have  been  enabled  to  pay  oJET  L.  5^866, 138.  4d.  of  debt  duxing 
the  last  ten  years. 

I  do  not  think  any  other  plan  for  collecting  revenue  for  the  mainten- 
ance of  roads  would  be  cheaper  than  the  present.  I  have  made  every 
possible  inquiry  as  to  the  cost  of  toll  collection,  and  I  believe  it  does  not, 
on  an  average,  exceed  6  per  cent.  I  refer  to  the  toll-keepers'  profits. 
The  small  toUs,  I  am  of  opinion,  are  generally  collected  for  the  use  of  the 
house,  r  consider  that,  imder  the  present  system  generally,  those  who 
use  the  roads  most,  pay  for  them  most.  I  know  of  instances  of  great 
damage  having  been  done  to  roads  by  tenants  of  collieries  and  ironworks, 
and  where  by  no  other  means  than  tolls,  could  those  parties  have  been 
made  to  pay  anything  like  the  damage  done. 

I  may  farther  state  that  the  tolls  in  this  district  are  to  a  considerable 
extent  collected  by  the  families  of  the  tenants,  they  (the  tenants)  working 
at  other  employments.    No  loss  has  taken  place  by  bad  debts. 


No.  rV.  Mr  Alexander  Hamilton^  Kilmarnock,  Examined : — 

I  am  clerk  to  the  Statute  Labour  Trustees  in  the  parishes  of  Kilmar-  Mr  Alexander 
nock,  Fenwick,  Kilmaurs,  and  Riccarton.    The  rate  of  assessment  varies     IlaniUton. 
in  these  parishes. 

The  town  of  Kilmarnock,  aa  regards  statute  labour,  is  under  a  separate 
Act.  The  statute  labour  money  is  raised  over  the  whole  property  within 
the  parliamentary  boundary,  in  so  far  as  the  same  is  situated  within  the 
parish  of  Kilmarnock,  but  is  applicable,  in  the  first  place,  to  the  mainte- 
nance of  certain  streets  enumerated  in  the  Act.  It  has  not  hitherto  been 
found  much  more  than  sufficient  for  keeping  up  these  streets.  The  re- 
maining streets  and  roads  within  the  parliamentary  boundary,  as  limited, 
are  upheld  by  the  proprietors,  supplemented,  to  some  extent,  from  the 
statute  labour  funds,  except  the  portions  of  turnpike  road  within  the  par- 
liamentary boundary,  which  are  upheld  by  the  Road  Trustees.  With 
the  exception  of  a  piece  in  the  centre,  the  main  street  of  the  town  is 
maintained  by  the  Road  Trustees.  There  are  four  toll-bars  within  the 
parliamentary  boundary. 

The  statute  labour  money  of  the  parish  is  applicable  to  the  roads  in  the 
landward  part  of  the  parish.  The  rate  is  not  at  its  maxilnum  in  three 
of  the  parishes.  The  treasurer  of  the  parishes  of  Kilmarht^ck'and  Fen- 
wick  is  also  the  surveyor,  and  there  are  separate  surveyors  for  each  of  the 
other  two  parishes.  The  same  body  of  Trustees  acts  for  all  the  parishes, 
although  the  accounts  are  kept  separate  for  each  parish.  There  is  no 
class  of  heritable  property  which  escapes  payment  under'.iour  Statute 
Labour  Act.    We  do  not  assess  under  L.4  in  the  Kilmarnock  District. 

I  cannot  think  of  any  system  more  equitable  than  the  present  toll 
system ;  but  I  think  the  toll-bars  are  too  numerous,  and  that  a  re-arrange- 
ment of  these  would  be  very  beneficial. 

The  debt  in  our  district  would  be  no  obstacle  to  a  general  consolidation 
of  Trusts,  it  is  so  trifling.  I  would  consider  it  desirable  that  all  the 
roads  in  a  district,  whether  turnpike  or  statute  labour,  should  be  under 
one  management,  and  worked  togpether. 

I  think  the  roads  in  each  parish  are  used  mainly  by  the  people  in  that 
parish,  and  I  am  not  aware  that  the  effect  of  railways  has  been  to  throw 
any  material  additional  amount  of  traffic  on  the  statute  labour  roads. 

^  2d 
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Ooimtj  I  think,  under  an  MBessment,  if  tolls  were  abolished,  the  people  of  Kil- 

^         mamock  would  not  be  willing  to  bare  the  property  within  burgh  asseesed 
^yf«        for  igBiM  in  the  county.    I  bare  no  idea  of  what  the  actual  cost  of  main- 
Hr  AUzaader  Gaining  the  roads  within  the  parliamentary  boondariee  might  be.    It  wodd 
Hamilton,    be  a  great  benefit  to  the  town  of  Kilmarnock  if  tolls  were  abolished,  pro- 
Tided  no  heavy  impost  was  laid  on  in  their  stead. 


Mr  D. Brown ; yoi.  v.,  VI.  Mr  Datid  Brown,  Clerk  to  the  Marbole  District;  Mr 
Mr  T.  Remiie.  Thomas  Eenmie,  Treasurer  to  do.,  Exammed  :— 

The  roads  m  the  district  are  16  in  number,  for  each  of  whidi  a  separate 
acocmnt  b  kept. 

1.  CfrmMU  T6U  Boadt.    U  miles  8  furlongs  171  yards.   One  toll  and 
two  checks. 

The  revenue  for  1856-57  was  .  .    L.216    4    0 

„  1857-58  .  223    0    0 

Theexpenseof  maintenance  for  1856-57  was  L.97  17    3 

„  n  1857-58  .  95  19  10 

There  b  no  debt.    The  balance,  after  upholding  the  road,  is  pud  over  to 
the  South  Water  of  Girvan  Boad. 


2.  Afr  hy  L&w  Bridge  of  Dooin.    Keariy  11  miles.    Two  toUs,  and  a 
proportion  of  a  toll  in  the  Ayr  Distriot. 

The  revenue  for  1856-57  was  .        .    L.166    0    0 

„  1857-58  .  .        .        105    0    0 

The  expemie  of  maintenance  for  1856^7  was     .    L.  120  10    7 
„  „  1857-58  124  19    6 

There  is  no  debt  chaiged  on  Chis  district. 

8.  Ajfr  to  Maybok  bv  AUoway  Bridge,    5}  miles.    One  toll,  and  a 
praportion  of  another  toll. 

The  revenue  fotr  1866-57  was  .  .    L.181    0  10 

„  1857-58  ....        231    7    5 

Theexpenseof  maintenanoe for  1856-57  was     .    L.195    3    6 
„  „  1857-58  .        247  10    1 

Tlete  is  no  debt,  but  a  baknce  due  to  the  treasurer,  as  at  Whitsunday 
1858,ofL.lll. 

As  MonkwoodRoad.    7nule8.    One  toll,  and  a  proporticm  of  another 

The  revenue  for  1856-57  was     ...        •    L.292  16    1 
M  1857-58  .  300    7    5 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1856-57  was     .    L.249  18    2 
^  „  1857-58  145    0    2 

We  have  no  charge  of  the  debt  on  this  road^  but  anv  surplus  we  have, 
after  mfliT^t^'"'"g  Uie  road,  is  paid  over  to  toe  Ayr  District  on  account 
of  the  jdebt.  L.231  have  been  paid  over  during  these  two  years  to  Ayr 
District. 

6.  Kirkoiwald  Rood.    13)  miles.    Three  tolls. 

The  rerome  for  1856-67  was  .    L.431    0    0 

l»  1857-68  .  496    0    O 


Notea  of  Evidence*  lid 

The  ezpesse  of  Budntenanee  for  1856-67  w«i  .    Ii.908    5    9  Cooali^ 

„  „  1867-fi8    .  .        187     2    4  ^^ 

The  debt  on  this  road  has  been  now^  all  pud  off.  It  was  contracted  lor        — - 
making  an  improvement  on  the  road.  If v  i>.  Brown  i 


6.  South  Water  of  Girvan  or  Poundland  Road.    13}  mSff.    TV<» 
tolls,  imd  a  portion  of  another  toll. 

The  vevenne  for  1866-57  was  ...    L.329  15    3 

n  1857-58  .         .        .  233    0    P 

The  expense  <tf  maintenance  for  1856-67  was     .    L.394    2    6 
„  „  1857-58  855    8    0 

The  debt  on  this  road  amounts  to  L.5»585»  18s.  lOd.,  which  coosisted  of 
sums  advanced  by  the  proprietors  through  whose  lands  the  road  passed 
L.300  was  paid  by  way  of  mterest  at  Whitsunday  1858,  after  which  there 
was  due  of  arrears  of  interest,  calculated  at  five  per  cent.,  L.2,77^  2s.  7d. 
The  above  sum  of  L.300  is  the  only  sum  which  has  been  paid  to  acconni 
of  interest  during  the  last  eleven  vears.  I  cannot  state  whether  any  in- 
terest had  been  paid  previous  to  the  passing  of  the  Road  Act  in  1847.  At 
that  time  the  interest  was  added  to  the  principal,  and  now  constitutes  a 
portion  of  the  principal  debt  above  mentioned. 

7.  CtdxecM  Road.    Length,  8}  miles.    Two  tolls. 

The  revenue  for  1856-57  was  .        .        .    Ii.l6d    0    0 

„  1867*58  .  .        .        123    0    0 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1856-57  was         L.132    2    5 
„  „  1857-58  .        171     8    2 

The  debt  on  this  road,  at  Whitsunday  1858,  was  L.2S0,  due  to  Lord 
Ailsa,  on  which  no  interest  has  been  paid  since  1847.  There  was  also,  at 
Whitsunday  1868,  a  balance  of  L.6d,  due  to  the  tremirerB. 

8.  8t,  Mwrray  Road,    2  miles.    One  toU. 

The  revenue  for  1856-57  was      ....    L.22    0    0 
„  1857-58  .        .        .        .        16    0    0 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1856-57  was       .    L.19    6    9 
„  „  1857-68  .        16  17    1 

There  is  a  debt  on  this  road,  at  Whitsunday  1868,  amoontiBg  to  L.1,110, 
14s,  9d.,  also  due  to  Lord  Ailsa,  who  made  the  road.  No  interest  has 
been  paid. 

9.  North  Water  of  Girvan  Road,    14]  miles.    Three  tolls. 

The  revenue  for  185&  57  was  •        .        .    L.707    0    0 

„  1857-58  .        .        .        .       822    0    0 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1856-57  was     .    L.470  12    6 


» 


1857-58  .        444    0    1 


The  debt,  at  Whitsunday  1868,  amounted  to  L.4,Ba4, 16s,  7d.,  which  is 
secured  bv  assignation  to  the  tolls,  and  is  due  tp  nroprietors  through 
whose  lands  the  road  passes.  The  money  was  raised  by  them  from  the 
banks,  and  they  have  since  been  obliged  to  pay  it  up.  The  interest  has 
been  regularlv  paid  up  to  1857»  but  since  that  mne  (with  the  exception  of 
interest  on  L.200)  no  interest  has  been  paia.  A  considerable  eraense 
was  incurred  in  opposing  the  Maybole  and  Girvan  Railway,  ana  this 
caused  a  deficiency  in  our  funds.    We  got  no  compensation  firmn  the 
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Qmmtf      railway  company.    We  are  not  able  to  state  whether  we  shall  be  able  (o 
j^         pay  interest  in  mture  ;  it  will  depend  on  the  amount  of  traffic  and  the 
^'        axpenditure. 
Mr  D.  Brown  ; 

Mr  T.  Bennie.     ^^  jifayMe   to  Straiton.    10  miles.     Two  tolls,  and  a  portion  of 
Another  toll. 

The  reTenue  for  1856-57  was  .        .    L.S51    4    0 

„  1857-58  .  332  11     6 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1856-57  was     .    L.107  15  10 
„  „  1857-68  .        119    7  10 

The  debt  on  this  road,  at  Whitsunday  1858,  was  L.2,220,  on  which  in- 
terest has  regularly  been  paid  at  4  per  cent.,  and  portions  of  the  principal 
hare  also  been  paid  up. 

11.  Mayhcle  to  DaUymple.    Nearly  8  miles.    One  toll,  and  a  portion 
of  another. 

The  revenue  for  1856-57  was  .        .        .    L.IIO    0    0 

„  1867-58  ....  70    0    0 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1856-57  was  L.65  14    3 

„  „  1857-58     .         .        65  19    2 

There  is  a  debt  due  to  Lord  Ailsa  of  L.176,  3s.  2d.,  on  which  interest  is 
paid  at  the  bank  rate  on  advances.  This  money  was  paid  for  building  a 
bridge,  and  is  expected  to  be  repaid  by  the  county. 

12.  Bountree  Road,     18  miles.    Three  tolls. 

The  revenue  for  1866-57  was      .... 
tt  1857-58  •         •         •        • 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1856-57  was 
n  M  1867-58 

The  debt,  at  Whitsunday  1868,  was  L.3,682, 4s.,  on  which  no  interest  has 
been  paid  since  1847 ;  but  we  had  a  balance  on  hand,  as  at  the  same 
date,  ofL.260. 

13.  Patna  Road,    5^  miles.    One  toll. 

The  revenue  for  .1856-57  was      ....    L.48    0    0 
„  1857-58  .         .         .         .         35     0     0 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1856-57  was       .     L.65  11     1 
„  „  1857-58      .  37  13     4 

The  debt,  at  Whitsunday  1858,  was  L.393,  Os.  lOd.,  on  which  no  interest 
has  been  paid  since  1847.  There  was  a  balance  of  L.16,  4s.  9d.  due  by 
the  treasurers  at  Whitsunday  1858. 

14.  Barr  Road.    6\  miles.    One  toll,  and  half  of  another. 

The  revenue  for  1856-57  was       ...        .    L.34  14    0 
„  1857-58  .        .         .  48    9    3 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1856-67  was       .    L.55  11     1 
„  „  1867-68,    .         .         22    6    3 

The  debt,  at  Whitsunday  1858,  amounted  to  L.3,804,  88.  4d.,  on  which 
no  interest  has  been  paid  since  1847.  There  was  also  a  debt  of  L.48  due 
to  the  treasurer. 
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Notes  of  Evidence.  4^1 

15.  Ddamford  Bead,    6^  miles.    One  toll.  Coonty 

The  revenue  for  1856-57  was       ....     L.22    0    0                Ayr. 
„  1857-68 29    0    0  * 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1856-57  was      .    L.20  19    6         Mr  T.*  Etimie.* 
^  „  1857-58     .        .        19  15    7 

There  is  no  debt. 

We  only  keep  one  bank  account  for  all  the  roads.  Tlie  balance  at  the 
bank,  at  Whitsunday  1858,  was  L.423, 18s.  2d..  We  have  also  only  one 
surveyor  for  the  district,  whose  salary  is  now  L.80,  besides  which  he  has 
L.25  for  statute  labour  roads.  The  treasurer's  salary  is  L.55,  and  the 
clerk  is  paid  by  fees  from  the  toll-keepers,  averaging  mm  L.25  to  L.26. 

In  the  May  bole  District,  there  are  several  instances  of  tolls  very  close 
to  one  another,  and  parties  have  to  pay  at  both,  where  the  tolls  are  on 
different  roads.  If  these  roads  were  consolidated  for  purposes  of  man- 
agement, with  one  common  purse,  there  would  no  doubt  be  a  saving  to 
the  public  ;  but  we  do  not  see  how  the  number  of  tolls  could  be  reduced 
without  risk  of  evasion.  From  the  position  of  tolls  in  our  district,  thej 
are  no  doubt  oppressive  in  some  special  cases,  but  generally  are  not  so. 
In  one  case,  three  tolls  have  to  be  paid  within  a  mile  of  road  In  this 
case,  the  party  must  travel  upon  three  different  roads.  The  party  is  sup- 
posed to  come  from  the  county  to  Maybole,  paying  toll  as  he  enters  by 
the  North  Water  of  Girvan  Road,  passing  through  the  burgh  and  going 
beyond  it  for  some  distance,  when  the  second  toll  falls  to  be  paid,  and  re- 
turning through  the  last  toll  free,  and  then  through  the  burgh,  and  pro- 
ceeding to  the  county  by  an  entirely  different  road,  when  another  toll  has 
to  be  paid.  From  the  bars  being  placed  near  the  burgh,  the  fanners  can 
use  the  roads  for  a  great  distance  for  carting  coals,  without  payment  of 
toll,  unless  they  go  to  the  town. 

We  are  also  clerk  and  treasurer  to  the  statute  labour  roads  in  the  six 
parishes.  There  are  about  100  miles  in  the  district.  The  sum  collected 
18  about  L.582,  7s.  dd.  The  rate  differs  in  the  different  parishes,  and  the 
money  is  collected  and  applied  parochially.  The  treafiuier  collects  the 
assessment,  and  has  a  salary  of  L.30. 


Nos.  VIL,  YIII.  Mr  William  Murdoch,  Clerk  to  the  Mauchline 
District ;  Mr  James  Wihon,  Treasurer  to  do.^i  Examined  :— 

There  are  11  roads  in  this  district,  for  all  of  which  separate  aocomits  Mr  W.  liar- 
are  kept.  dock ;  Mr  J. 

WflsoD. 

1.  Ayr  to  Muirhrh.    Length,  32  miles.    Five  tolls,  and  a  pork^n  of 
another  toU. 

The  revenue  for  1856-57  was  L.637  17    0 

„  1857-58  ...  810    5    9 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1856-57  was  L.409  11    6 

„  „         1857-58  538    7    2 

There  is  no  debt,  and  a  large  sum  was  expended  in  improvements  daring 
the  last  two  years. 

2.  KUmiamodt  to  Cumnock.    15f  miles. '  Foor  tolls  and  one  check- 

The  revenue  for  1856-57  was         .        .        .     L.1,097  12  10 
„  1857-58  ...  842     1     2 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1856-57  was         L.513    6    7 
„  „        1857-58  482    0    1 
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Oamli^      There  is  no  debt,  and  at  Wbitsuada^  1868  the  balance  in  ftTOor  of  the 

J^         road  was  L»81d,  98.  9d.,  out  of  which  we  have  since  contributed  two- 

^*        thirds  of  a  som  of  L.600  towards  making  a  new  entrance  from  this  road 

Mr   W.  Mit-^to  Kihnamock.    The  Trustees  have  also  expended  large  sums  in  other 

dMk ;  Mr  J.  imptOYetile&tB  within  the  last  two  years.    We  ha^e  also  another  ftind  in 

VUmnu        hand,  which  amounted,  at  Whitsunday  1858,  to  L.165,  Is.  3d.    This  was  a 

payment  obtained  from  the  Glasgow  and  South- Western  Railway  Ooa- 

pvny^  to  be  expended  in  improving  the  road  at  Purrock  Bridge. 

9.  Trtine  to  LUtfemHn,    9  miles.    Two  tolls,  and  half  of  another. 

The  revenue  liDrl866-57wa«  «        .        L.lOO    5    0 

„  18674^8  .  116  15    0 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1856-67  was  L.101  15    2 

„  „        1857-58  80    6     9 

Th6  debt  on  this  road,  with  interest  to  May  1827»  was  calculated  at 
L.},014,  Os.  Hid.  The  original  debt,  in  1805,  was  L.1,292,  is.  9d.  The 
interest  accmed  since  May  1827  is  L. 2,002, 128.,  making  the  total  debt, 
as  at  Whitsunday  1858,  L.5,016,  128.  Hid.  No  interest  has  ever  been 
paid  on  this  debt  since  our  respective  appointments  as  clerk  and  treasurer, 
«nd  we  do  not  know  to  whom  it  is  due.  There  is  no  record  in  the  present 
books  to  show  it,  but  perhaps  if  the  old  books  were  searched  the  names 
night  be  ascertained* 


4.  OMline  tojLuMnMb.     t  mika.    Two  tolls,  which  we  collect 
•urselveBb 

llie  rettawe  for  ¥856*^7  was  L.2S    2    0 

„  1857-58  •        .         .  S5  10    0 

*th»  eonunissiooB  paid  for  coUeeting  these  tolls  amount  to  L.3, 178.,  but 
the  Trustees  do  not  provide  toU-hooNS. 

The  expense  <»fniaaBtenatiee  for  1856-57  iras  L.ll  11  10 

„  „        1867-68     :  13  16    8 

There  is  no  reec^;ni8ed  debt,  but  a  balance  of  L.82,  17s.,  due  by  the 
treasurer  «t  Whitsunday  1858.  It  may  be  stated,  however,  that  an 
account  was  lodged  a  few  years  ago  by  the  ^repre8entafive6  of  a  deceased 
party,  claiming  some  L.46  for  work  said  to  have  been  pez^brmed  upwards 
of  20  years  ago. 

6.  OoyUm  U  Lowers  Bridge.    12  miles.    Three  tolls,  and  a  portkn 
^another. 

The  revenue  for  1866-57  was 
^  1857-58 

fte  expetise  of  maintenance  for  1856-57  was 
f,  „        1857-58 

The  tiebt  on  l&is  road,  i^hll  accumulation  of  interest,  amounts  to 
L.736»  t0B*  6d*)  but  too  interest  4ias  ever  beoi  paid  on  it  so  &r  aa  west 
«ware. 

^  DiOmfm^^  JMltUfm.    4ttile8.    Onetoli,ttnd  a{Mitionof  attothsr- 

1%e  tevehU*  for  1856-57  was  :L.84  10    0 

M  1857-58  .  19  16    0 

The  expanse  of  matetenanee  for  1866-67  Wbs  L.14  10  16 

»  «,        1867-68  11    9    1 
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The  amount  of  debt  at  Whitcandaj  1805  was  L.l,Oid.     Tlus  sail,       OoMly 
with  aocomulatioDs  of  interest  up  to  Whitsunday  1858,  aaMmnled  to        ^ 
Ii.3>563, 19a.  2d.    No  interest  has  erer  beoi  paid  upotk  this  so  ikr  as  we        ^^* 
are  aware.    There  was  a  floating  balanoe  of  1^90,  lit.  6d.  due  by  tiM]^  y^,  ^iq^ 

Ueasurer  at  Whitsunday  1868.  doek;  Mr  J» 

Wilson. 


7-  CMrinetoBmrffkuham,    ^miln.    OnetolL 

The  rerenue  for  1856-57  was  .       L.121  10    S 

n  1857-58  .         .  126  10     0 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1856-57  was  hM    2    X 

n  »        1857-58  107    0    9 

The  debt  amounts  to  L.  4,780, 19s.  dd.  This  indndes  accumuUtions  of 
interest.  There  is  one  debt  of  L.  1,9 15  which  is  preferable  to  the  others, 
having  the  first  assignation  to  the  tolls.  Several  small  payments  hare 
been  made  to  account  of  interest.  When  the  read  ean  affbid  to  do  a 
little,  we  i^ve  it. 

8.  CkuhhdUan  to  Lawerg  Bridge,    Z\  miles.    One  toll. 

The  revenue  for  1856-57  was         .  L.2t    1    0 

,,  1857-58  .         .         .  22  11     0 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1856-57  was  L.17  18  10 

M  n         1857-58  16     6  10 

There  is  no  debt,  and  a  balanoe  of  L.31, 18s.  was  due  by  the  treasurer  at 
Whitsunday  1858. 

9.  QaUim  to  Auekinieci.    lOi  miks.    One  toQ,  aad  pvqpoitiona  «f 
two  others. 

Therevenuefor  1856-57  was  •         L.88    7    6 

„  1857-58  ...  154    1    8 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1856-57  was  L.86    9    2 

„  „        1857-58  76  19     5 

There  is  a  debt  due  to  the  Kiric-SessioQ  of  Som  of  L.110!,  upoa  which 
interest  is  paid  regularly  at  five  per  cent.  The  balance  in  the  treasurer's 
hands  at  Whitsunday  1858  was  L.14,  lis.  lOd. 

10.  Maufhlme  to  Shaw.    6  aules.    TwotoUs. 

The  revenue  for  1856-57  was  .         L.47    4    0 

,,  1857*58  ...  61  17    6 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1856-57  was  L.40  12    4 

V  „        1857-58  35    1    4 

The  debt  at  Whitsunday  1858  amounted  to  L.l,e22,  lOs.  lid., 


of  a  principal  sum  of  L.540, 10s.  9d.,  with  accumulations  of  interest.    No 
interest  has  ever  been  paid  so  far  as  we  are  ancare* 

11.  VieufiM  to  Som  Castle.    4  miles.    One  toll. 

The  revenue  for  1856-57  was         .        .        .        |i.l03    4    4 
„  1857-58    „  .        .         .  105  15    9 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1856-57  was  L.65  19    8 

„  »        1857-58    „  59  10    ^ 

The  debt  amounted  at  Whitsunday  1858  to  L.1^94^  Os.  fid.    Smell  pm- 
ments  have  occasionally  been  made  to  aasonnt  of  mteiest.    Dudng  tbe 
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^oonty      last  two  years  we  paid  L.28,  and  we  have  also  paid  L.50  during  the 
w  current  year. 

^*  We  had  a  balance  at  Whitsunday  1858  upon  the  bank  account  kept 

Mr  W,    Mar-^oi'  ^^  whole  district  amounting  to  L.  1,1 22,  15s.  2d.     There  is  one  sur- 

,  (Jlpck :  Mr  J.  veyor  for  the  whole  district,  at  a  salary  of  L.66,  13b.  4d.,  with  travelling 

WijM^i*         expenses,  which  are  computed  at  L.33, 6s.  8d.,  making  L.lOO  in  all.    The 

treasurer's  salary  is  L.55,  and  the  clerk's  twenty-five  guineas,  besides  fees, 

making  an  average  of  L.42  in  all. 

We  are  also  clerk  and  treasurer  for  statute  labour  roads  in  the  district. 
In  Mauchline  the  clerk  and  trehsurer  have  2  J  per  cent,  each,  and  the 
collector  -5  per  cent. 


Nos.  IX.,  X.  Mr  WaUer  Andrews,  Clerk  to  the  Girvan  District; 
Mr  William  Brown^  Treasurer  to  do..  Examined : — 

Mr    W.    An-     The  roads  in  the  Girvan  District  are  five  in  number, 
drews ;     Mr 

1.  Oirvan  to  Glenapp.    Length,  37  miles,  5  fur.    Eight  tolls. 

The  revenue  for  1856-57  was  .        .        L.747    3    0 

„  1867-58  .         .         .  726  18     0 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1856-57  was  L.538  18     1 

„  „         1857-68  497     3     7 

The  debt  at  Whitsunday  1858  was  L.9,428, 14s.  9d.  Of  this,  L.3,750 
(originally  L.5,000)  is  a  preferable  debt,  secured  by  assignation  of  the 
tolls..  The  remainder  of  the  debt  consists  of  advances  made  by  parties 
who  were  interested  in  the  road,  with  accumulations  of  interest.  We 
have  been  able  to  pay  interest  on  the  L.3,750  pretty  regularly,  but  we 
have  never  been  able  to  pay  interest  on  the  other  advances. 

2.  DaljarroeJt^  toivarda  Newton^SUwart.    10  miles.    2\  tolls. 

The  revenue  for  1856-57  was  .        L.  195  14    7 

„  1867-58  .         .         .  185     0  10 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1856-57  was         L.148  13    3 
„  „         1857-58  141     4     8 

The  debt  at  Whitsunday  1858  was  L.5,847, 18s.  Id.  Mr  Rigby  Wason 
is  a  preferable  creditor  to  the  amount  of  L.1,600;  and  whatever  surplus 
we  have,  after  maintaining  the  road,  is  paid  to  him  on  account  of  interest. 
During  the  two  last  years,  L.34, 6s.  has  been  thus  paid  to  account.  Upon 
the  remainder  of  the  debt  no  interest  has  ever  been  paid. 

3.  BarrhiU,  through  Oorwar.    9  miles.     IJ  tolls. 

The  revenue  for  1856-57  was 
„  1857-58 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1850-57  was 
„  „        1857-58 

The  amount  of  debt,  with  accumulations  of  interest,  was,  as  at  Whitsun- 
day 1858,  L.2,745, 19s.  The  principal  debt  amounts  to  L.1,813,  2s.  3d., 
and  the  sum  paid  to  account  of  interest  during  the  last  11  years  has  been 
4>nly  L.64»  7s.  5d.    Ko  interest  has  been  paid  for  .some  years. . 


• 

L.77  15 

6 

62    3 

2 

L.49  19 

7 

31     3 

2 
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4.  Old  DaUfy,  by  FenMln.    .6  miles.    1^  tolls.  Coonty 

of 
The  revenue  for  1856-57  was         .        .        .  L.28    9    3  Ayr. 

n  1867-58  ...  28  12     2  

»n  «       .  -  ,  Mr     W.    An- 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1856-57  was  L.30  17    7  drews;     Mr 

„  „         1867>58  24  18  11  W.  Brown. 

The  debt,  with  accumulations  of  interest,  as  at  Whitsunday  1858,  was 
L.6,389,  16s.  7d.  The  principal  debt  is  L.2,293,  lis.  lOd.,  on  which  no 
interest  has  ever  been  paid^  except  L.6  in  1831. 

5.  Tig  Road,    7  miles.    Two  tolls. 

There  is  also  an  allocation  of  L.6  yearly  from  the  Shore  Road. 

The  revenue  for  1856-57  was         .        .        .  L.30    0    0 

„  1857-58  ...  30    0    0 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1856-57  was  L.22  11     5 

„  „        1857-58  11    8     3 

The  debt  amounts  to  L.221,  Os.  6d«  The  principal  debt  is  L.ISS,  lis., 
"the  remainder  consisting  of  accumulations  of  interest.  No  interest  has 
been  paid  since  1854. 

The  accounts  of  the  whole  roads  are  kept  in  one  general  account. 
Upon  the  whole,  there  was  a  balance  at  Whitsunday  1858  in  favour  of 
the  Trust  of  L.57, 17s.  3d.  There  is  one  surveyor  for  the  whole  district, 
at  a  salary  of  L.70.  He  is  also  the  surveyor  of  the  statute  labour  roads, 
for  which  he  receives  L.30.  The  treasurer  and  clerk  together  have  tbre^ 
per  cent,  on  the  income  from  the  turnpike  roads,  amounting,  on  an 
•average,  to  about  L.32,  of  which  L.IO  is  paid  to  the  clerk. 

The  streets  in  Girvan  are  maintained  partly  by  statute  labour,  partly 
by  the  Turnpike  Road  Trustees.  The  main  street  is  wholly  turnpike. 
There  are  tolls  at  both  ends  of  the  town ;  a  person  passing  through  would 
ihave  to  pay  at  both. 

There  is  no  reason,  except  the  objections  which  might  be  made  by 
creditors,  to  the  whole  of  these  roads  being  consolidated.  There  is  no 
rational  hope  of  any  debts  but  the  preferable  claims  being  ever  paid  out 
of  revenue. 

We  are  also  clerk  and  treasurer  to  the  statute  labour  roads  in  the 
Girvan  District.'  These  extend  to  44  miles  in  the  parishes  of  Girvan, 
Colraonell,  and  Ballantrae.  There  are  29  roads,  all  under  the  same  sur- 
veyor. The  average  revenue  for  the  whole  district  for  the  last  ten  years 
has  been  L.294.  The  rate  levied  is  from  16s.  to  17s.  on  the  L.100.  The 
expense  of  collection  is  seven  per  cent.,  which  is  divided  between  the 
clerk  and  treasurer.  The  sum  collected  in  each  parish  is  expended 
within  the  parish  in  which  it  is  collected.  The  Trustees  hold  two  regular 
meetings  annually,  and  there  are  also  occasional  meetings  as  required. 


No.  XI.  Mr  James  A.  Snodgrass,  Clerk  and  Treasurer  of  the  Stewartm 

District,  Examined : — 

There  are  two  roads  in  the  district,  the  accounts  of  each  being  kept  Mr  James  A« 
separate.  Snodgrass. 

1.  Stewarton^  by  Dunlop  VtUage^  to  WTiitehmu.    Length  7i.    One 
toll,  and  a  portion  of  another. 
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County  The  rerenue  for  1856-67  was   .        .        .        .    L.121    4    0 

^^  „  1867-68  .         .         .         .         128  19    0 

Ayr.  " 

The  expense  of  mainteBanee  for  1866-67  was    .      L.72  16  10 

There  is  no  debt,  and  we  IwTe  had  a  snudl  surplus  ineome  for  a  few 
years  past. 

2.  Avehenhartie  and  Kuigttan,  Length  18|  miles.  Two  tolls,  and 
half  of  another. 

The  revenue  for  1866-67  was      ...        .    L.86  IS    0 
„  1867-68  .  .         .       114    8    0 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1866-67  was      .    L.91  14    9 
,,  „  1867-68  .         89  16     9 

There  is  no  debt.  One  surveyor  has  charge  of  the  two  roads,  at  a 
salary  of  L.22.  The  treasurer  has  6  per  cent,  on  the  toll  rents,  and  the 
clerks  salary  is  L.IO. 

I  am  also  clerk  and  collector  to  the  S^ute  Labour  lUadaia  ibepantk 
^fSuwarUfij  and  derk  for  Dunhp  ParUk.  Last  year  the  rate  of  aasen- 
ment  in  Stewarton  was  2d.  per  £,  which  yielded  L.116,  168.  The  sior- 
▼eyor  on  the  turnpike  roads  is  the  surveyor  of  statute  labour  roai^in 
Stewarton.  In  Dunlop,  the  assessment  is  at  the  rate  of  2d.  per  £,  vhieh 
yields  L.76.    We  expend  generally  the  whole  of  our  funds. 

The  people  in  Stewarton  are  aiwa3r8  complaining  of  tolls,  and  our 
farmers  will  go  two  or  thMe  miles  to  avoid  a  toll  in  spite  of  all  the  clKda 
we  can  put  on.  The  tolls  are  a  burden  which  farmers  like  to  avoid,  if 
possible.  But,  although  they  may  olject  to  the  present  Bystev^  1  do 
not  think  they  would  be  willing  to  bear  an  assessment  in  lieu  of  it ;  and  it 
appears  unjust  to  burden  tenants  or  land  with  an  assessment  that  does  net 
apply  to  them  or  it  soldv  or  chiefly,  but  to  the  general  public,  and  should 
more  justly  be  paid,  at  least  to  a  considerable  amount,  from  the  pnUie 
purse. 


No.  Xn.  Mr  WilUam  Lave,  Beith,  Examined  :•— 

Mr  W.  Love.       ^  '^"'^  ^^^  ^  ^^®  Beith  District.    There  are  three  roads  in  the  district, 
the  accounts  of  which  are  kept  separate. 

1.  ClerhtMdffe,  hy  Bdthy  to  Ktlwinning,  and  Branch  Jrom  Dairy,  ^ 
£jUbirnies  to  Maichbridge,    Length  16  mOes.    Eight  tolls. 

The  revenue  for  1856^7  was  .    L.1,010    0    0 

„  1867-68        ....         1,084    0    0 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1866-67  was  .    L.644  12    0 
„  „         1867-68  .        716    0    0 

There  is  no  debt.  At  Whitsunday  1868  there  was  a  balance  in  favour 
of  the  Trust  of  L.914,  but  of  this  L.400  is  likely  to  be  repaid  to  the  South 
Western  Railway. 

2.  Kersebridge,  hy  Beith,  to  CMstnam  Bridge,  Length  fixmi  four  to 
Ats  miles.    Two  toUs  and  a  check.* 

The  revenue  for  1866-67  was   ....    L.140    0    0 
»,  1867-68  .  188    0    0 

*  TraveUers  pay  at  first  bar,  post  second  firee,  and  pay  at  UM^  if  th^  go  so  ftf . 
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The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1856-57  was    .    L.162    0    0  Covntj 

„  n  1857-58  •        167    0    0  .?! 

There  is  no  debt,  and  no  surplus  fund. 


Ayr. 


3.  Btiih  to  OldhaU  Bridge.    Length  4  miles.     Two  tolls. 

The  rerenue  for  1856-57  was      ....    L.64    0    0 
„  1857-58  .        .        .        73    0    0 

Theezpenseof  maintenance  for  1856-57  was      .    L.d3    0    0 
„  „  1857-58     .        .        60    0    0 

There  is  no  debt,  and  no  surplus. 

There  is  one  surveyor  for  the  three  roads,  and  he  has  a  salary  of  L.40. 
He  has  also  the  statute  labour  roads  in  the  parishes  of  Beith,  Kilbimiey 
and  Dairy,  which  form  the  Beith  District.  The  clerk  of  the  Turnpike 
Roads  has  an  allowance  of  3  per  cent  on  the  reyenue,  and  the  treasurer 
2  per  cent.  The  railwars  have  not  much  affected  the  general  amount  of 
the  revenue,  although  the  traffic  may  have  been  diverted  from  one  road 
to  another. 

Previous  to  the  Act  of  1827,  the  whole  of  these  three  roads  formed  but 
one  Trust,  but  under  the  directions  of  the  Act  then  passed  thej  were 
divided.  There  is  a  disposition  in  the  minds  of  some  of  the  Trustees  to 
have  the  roads  amalgamated. 

In  the  Laxgs  District  there  are  tw«  roads,  whose  accounts  are  kept 
separate. 

1.  Largs^  by  Hcwraty  ie  Dairy,  with  Branch  from  Howrat  to  ^bimie. 
Length,  11  m&es.    Three  tolls.'* 

The  revenue  for  1856-57  was    ....    L.128    0    0 
„  1857-68  .         .         .        .         126    0    O 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1856-57  was    .      L.73    0    0 
„  „  1857-58  .  34    0    0 

The  debt  at  Whitsunday  1847  was  Ii.7,B14.  This  includes  interest  to 
that  date.  Besides  this,  there  is  a  bond  for  L.2,008,  secured  by  the  per* 
sonal  guarantee  of  three  of  the  Trustees,  and  also  a  bill  for  L.I  80  granted 
bj  the  same  parties.  Upon  these  two  last  sums  interest  has  been  paid  at 
the  market  rate,  but  no  interest  has  ever  been  paid  upon  the  remainder. 
The  funds  are  Aot  now  sufficient  to  enable  us  to  pav  the  interest  of  debt, 
and  also  to  maintain  the  road.  We  shs^  therefore  nave  to  caU  unon  the 
three  parties  who  are  securities,  to  pay  up  the  money  for  which  thejr  are 
bound.  By  our  Act,  the  tolls  are  primanly  liable  towards  maintaaaing 
the  roads. 

2.  West  KiUbride  to  Dairy.    Length  7  ^ilea.    Three  tolls.t 

The  revenue  for  1856-57  was        .        .  L.199    0    0 

„  1857-58  .         .  118    0    0 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1856-57  was        L.117    0    0 
„  „  1857-58  103    0    0 

There  is  no  debt.    It  has  been  all  lately  paid  offl 

There  is  one  surveyor  for  these  two  roads,  the-same  party  who  acts  iat 
the  Beith  District.  His-aalary  is  L.20.  The  clerk  and  treasurer  have 
4i  percent 

*  Travellers  pay  at  each  of  first  two  bars  they  reach,  and  paas  the  third  free. 
t  Travellers  p%y  at  each  of  the  two  ftnt  bars  they  reach,  and  pass  the  third  free* 
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Coinily 

of  No.  XIII.  Mr  John  SmUhj  Clerk  and  Treasurer  to  the  Inrine 

^y^'  District,  Examined  :— 

•P.-     ID.      x]jere  are  four  Trusts  in  thb  district,  with  separate  accounts  for  each. 

1.  Kelly  Bridge  Road,    Length  32  miles  3  furlongs.    Eight  tolls. 

Therevenuefor  185e-d7  was    ....    L. 965  10    3 
„  1857-58  ....      1,547    8    0 

The  rise  is  owing  to  Uie  rates  having  been  increased. 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1856-^7  was    .    L.678    7    4 
„  1857-58  720    6     1 

At  Whitsunday  1858  the  debt  amounted  to  L.2,643,  8s.  5d.,  with  in- 
terest thereon,  amounting  to  L.322,  lis.  8d.  A  portion  of  the  principal, 
amounting  to  L.  1,943,  Ss.  5d.,  is  preferable  debt.  We  pay  an  annuity  of 
L.4  a-year  to  Mr  Fullerton  of  Kerelaw,  for  money  expended  by  him  on  a 
bridge.  Against  the  debt  we  have  a  sum  in  hand  of  nearly  L.900,  which 
has  arisen  chiefly  from  the  increase  of  the  tolls.  We  intend  to  apply  this, 
first,  in  payment  of  the  expense  of  repairing  damages  done  by  the  sea  to 
the  road  north  of  Laigs,  estimated  at  L.lOO ;  second,  the  interest  of  the 
whole  debt,  and  then  in  part  payment  of  the  principal  of  the  preferable 
debt 

2.  1^  GUrdle  Road,  Length  14  miles.  There  is  only  a  proportion 
(fifths)  of  a  toll  payable  to  this  road. 

The  revenue  for  1856-57  was      ....    L.42    0    0 
„  1857-58  .  49    7    0 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1856-57  was  L.27    1    0 

„  1857-58  .        23  16  11 

There  is  no  debt. 

3.  ^ewarUm  Road,  Length  11  miles.  Three  tolls,  and  a  propartion 
()^ths)  of  another. 

The  revenue  for  1856-57  was    ....    L.281    0    0 
„  1857-^58  .  .        .         283    0    0 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1856-57  was    .     L.160    6    5 

„  1857-58  .        152    5  10 

There  is  a  debt  of  L.300  secured  on  the  assignation  of  the  tolls,  on  which 
interest  is  paid  regularly  at  5  per  cent.  This  debt  was  recently  incurred 
for  improving  the  road. 

4.  FerguthxU  Road,    Length  7^  milesy  with  one  toll. 

The  revenue  for  1856-57  was     ....    L.80    0    0 
„  1857-68  .  .       118    0    0 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1856-57  was  L.62    3  11 

.,  1857-58  .        63    0  10 

There  is  no  debt 

The  whole  district  is  under  one  surveyor,  with  a  salary  of  L.57, 178. 
The  derk  and  treasurer  are  paid  by  a  per  centa^e  of  5  per  cent,  on  the 
revenue.    There  are  separate  accounts  kept  in  the  bank  for  each  Tmst 
.    In  the  Lochlibo  Diarict  there  are  two  Road  Trusts^ 
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1 .  Loehlibo  Proper,    Length  10  miles  6  flirbngB.    Three  tolls,  and  a       Connty 
portion  (^V^^)  ^^  *  fourth.  ®^ 

The  revenue  for  1856-67  was    ....    L.176    6    8  .^ 

„  1867-58  .  .        206     1     4  Mr  J.  Smith, 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1856-57  was    .    L.  181  16  11 
„  1867-58  .         149    2    8 

At  Whitsunday  1858  the  debt  amounted  to  L.17,408,  18s.  7d.  Of 
this  amount  L. 7)465  is  principal  debt,  and  the  balance  is  accumulated  in- 
teresty  after  deducting  partial  payments.  Since  September  1821  there 
have  been  five  payments  to  account  of  interest,  viz.,  m  1839, 1841,  1847, 
1865,  and  1858.  In  1858  the  sum  paid  was  L.160  upon  the  whole  debt, 
being  at  the  rate  of  2  per  cent,  for  three  years  on  the  principal  of 
L.7,466.  The  Olasgow  and  South  Western  Railway  paid,  in  1840,  when 
their  Act  was  passed,  L.700,  which  was  divided  among  the  other  creditors, 
and  formed  one  of  the  payments  to  account  of  interest.  The  railway 
company  are  postponed  creditors  for  the  above  amount.  The  debt  was 
contracted  for  the  formation  of  the  road  about  forty  years  ago,  and  the 
parties  who  subscribed  were  owners  of  estates  which  were  benefited  by  the 
making  of  the  road. 

■ 

2.  Monkriddm  Road.  Length,  4  miles  3  furlongs.  Two  tolls,  which 
are  usually  let  together. 

The  revenue  for  1856-57  was    .        .        •        .    L.287    0    0 
„  1857-58  .         .         .         .         126    2    3 

We  that  (last)  year  collected  the  toll  ourselves,  and  the  sum  we  got  was 
better  than  if  we  had  let  it. 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1856-57  was    .    L.346    0    0 
„  1857-58  .  66     2  10 

Li  the  former  year,  L.234  was  paid  for  metal,  and  the  expenditure  of 
last  year  was  chiefly  surfacing.  The  debt  consists  of  a  principal  sum  of 
L.1,419,  Is.  6d.,  with  accumulations  of  interest,  L.2,017»  88.  9d.  The 
creditors  have  never  received  any  payments  on  account  of  interest.  The 
debt  was  contracted  for  the  formation  of  the  road,  at  the  same  time  and 
in  the  same  way  as  the  Loehlibo  Koad  Proper,  the  Monkridden  road 
being  a  tributary.  The  surveyor  of  the  Loehlibo  District  is  the  same  ds 
in  the  Irvine  District.  He  receives  L.22,  3s.  of  salary  for  the  whole 
roads.     The  clerk  and  treasurer  are  paid  by.  a  per  centage  of  6  per  oent. 

I  am  derk  to  the  statute  labour  roads  in  five  parishes,  viz.,  Irvine,  Kil- 
winning, Dreghom,  Ardrossan,  and  Stevenston,  which  form  the  Irvine 
District.  Four  of  these  are  under  the  same  surveyor  as  the  turnpike  roads. 
In  Stevenston  there  is  no  surveyor,  the  duties  being  discharged  by  two  of 
the  Trustees.  One-third  of  the  statute  labour  money  levied  in  the  parish 
of  Irvine  is  paid  over  to  the  magistrates,  and  applied  by  them  to  the  main- 
tenance of  roads  within  the  parliamentary  boundary  of  the  burgh  of 
Irvine.  The  remaining  two-thirds  are  applied  by  the  Trustees  to  the 
roads  in  the  landward  portion  of  the  parish.  The  rates  vary  in  each 
parish  from  12s.  6d.  to  20s.  per  L.lOO  of  real  rent.  The  average  sum 
collected  for  the  last  three  years  is  L.601,  2s.  6d.,  the  whole  of  which  is 
expended  on  repairs  and  improvements. 

I  have  been  analysing  the  accounts,  and  I  find  that  the  expense  of  the 
machinery  for  keepmg  up  the  statute  labour  roads  in  our  district  is  much 
the  same  as  for  the  turnpike  roads.  I  took  6  to  7  per  cent,  as  the  esti- 
mated profits  of  toll-keepers,  which,  for  our  district,  I  think,  is  sufficient. 
The  per  centage  for  collection  of  statute  labour  varies  from  6  to  8  per  cent. 
The  collectors  in  each  parish  are  generally  diiSerent  persons.    I  am  not 
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County      sore,  but  I  tbink  tbe  aTeragJ  sum  generally  paid  for  colleclingpooi^s  rates 
^^  in  this  district  is  4  per  cent.,  the  commission  varying  from  3  to  6  percent. 

^'''        Supposing  the  sum  laid  on  was  larger,  a  smaller  rate  would  be  sufficient 

Mr  J.  Smith.  ^^^^  ^^^  ^  more  limited  amount. 

I  have  67i  miles  of  turnpike  and  59}  of  statute  labour  roads  under  my 
charge,  and  I  find  the  average  cost,  for  the  last  throe  years,  of  maintaioing 
the  turnpike  roads,  to  l)e  L.25,  14s.  per  mile,  and  the  average  coat  of  the 
statute  labomr  roads,  L.ll,  lls«  lid. — ^both  including  expense  of  officials 
and  machinery.  This  difference  I  attribute  to  the  greater  traffic  on  the 
turnpike  roads. 


Ko.  XIV.  MrJameM  Campbelly  Examined: — 


Mr  James        I  ftm  surveyor  for  the  turnpike  and  statute  labour  roads  in  the  Ayr  and 
Campbell.    Maudiline  Districts.     I  have  been  surveyor  of  the  Ayr  District  for  31 
years,  and  of  Mauchline  for  16. 

There  are  about  fomr  miles  of  turnpike  within  the  parliamentary  bound- 
aries of  the  burgh  of  Avr.  The  Bridge  of  Ayr,  smce  the  pontage  was 
taken  away,  is  maintained  by  the  Road  Trustees,  and  40  yards  of  approadi 
on  the  town  side.  I  would  estimate  the  cost  of  maintaining  tlw  roads 
within  the  burgh  at  L.60  or  L.70  per  mile.  This  is  not  much  higher  than 
the  cost  of  the  roads  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood,  but  it  is  consider- 
ably above  the  average.  Wherever  there  is  a  town  which  forms  a  centre 
of  traffic,  the  roads  are  more  expensive  to  keep  up,  and  the  expense  of 
procnring  materiali  also  makes  a  diiierence,— -and  there  is  also  the  oost  of 
footpaths. 

I  consider  I  am  able  to  manage  matters  more  economically  by  having 
the  su^rintendence  of  both  the  statute  labour  and  turnpike  roads. 

I  would  consider  it  an  advantage  if  I  were  not  restricted  to  apply  the 
statute  labour  money  in  the  parish  where  it  was  levied — or  the  toll  re- 
venues to  the  roads  from  whidi  they  are  derived. 

Road  materials  are  veiy  expensive  in  this  district. 

A  few  of  the  farmers  here  complain  of  the  tolls ;  but  I  could  not  say 
what  would  satisfy  them. 

I  think  a  great  deal  of  the  present  grievances  would  be  removed  if  the 
Trusts  were  consolidated,  and  tolls  so  re-arranged  as  that  parties  shonld  not 
have  to  pay  oftener  than  once  in  five  or  six  miles ;  but  the  number  of  tolls 
at  present  in  some  places  is  certainly  oppressive. 

As  surveyor,  I  find  a  great  deal  more  labour  in  keeping  so  many  sepa- 
rate accounts  for  the  different  Trusts.  If  the  whole  district  were  thrown 
into  one,  it  would  be  simpler  and  more  convenient. 

I  do  not  think  it  would  be  easv  to  frame  an  equitable  system  of  assess. 
ment.  It  may  be  unequal  hj  tolls,  but  I  think  it  would  be  more  une<pial 
under  an  assessment  I  think  it  would  be  difficult  to  collect  a  horse 
assessment.  It  would  be  difficult  to  get  L.3  per  annnm  from  a  carter  in 
one  sum,  although  he  may  at  present  pay  more  in  small  snms,  as  he  is 
getting  in  something  to  pay  it  with. 
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Ayr^  Thurtdayy  l^h  May  1869. 


MEICBSBS  PRESENT. 

Wiiyam  Smythe,  Esq.  |         Sir  James  Fergusson*  Bart. 

Sir  Ancbrev  Orr. 

MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


County  of  Ayr, 
Bursrhs.   

Yalnation. 

Dednctioiis. 

Aneflsabto 
Rental. 

jC        S.      D. 
679,949  16    8^ 
90,053    6    7 
81,245  10    2 

£          S.      D. 

81,069    1    %\ 
21,553     0    6 
20,311     8    2 

£        8.     D. 
598,880  14    0 
68,500    6    1 
60,934    2    0 

Railways,    

851,248  12    5^ 

122,933  10    4^ 

728,315    2    1 

Coonty 

of 
Aye 


No.  XV .  Johk  DaagloM  BotweU^  Esq.  of  Garallan,  Examined  >-<- 

I  am  a  landed  proprietor  in  the  eounty,  and  coUe€tor  of  the  bridge 
money  and  coonty  rates. 

The  Bridge  Munty  is  levied  under  Section  57  of  the  Ayrshii«  Roads 
Act.  Applications  are  made  to  the  Road  Trustees,  and  allocations  are 
thereupon  made, — the  practice  being  to  allow  f  ths  of  the  cost  of  new 
bridges,  and  the  whole  cost  of  repairs.  The  assessment  has  usually  been 
at  the  rate  of  ^d.  per  £,  which  yields  on  an  average  about  L.1,400,  which 
is  applicable  both  to  bridges  on  statute  labour  and  turnpike  roads.  One^ 
half  of  the  bridge  money  is  allocated  for  new  bridges,  and  the  other  half 
for  repairs.  If  the  applications  exceed  the  amount  of  money  to  be  dis- 
posed  oi^  the  grants  are  made  only  to  the  extent  which  the  funds  will 
allow. 

Under  the  Ayrshire  Act,  there  is  a  spedal  provision  for  the  assessment 
of  rulways,  which  are  only  assessable  on  an  amount  equal  to  5  per  cent, 
on  the  sum  paid  by  them  for  land  and  houses  acquired  by  them.  We 
find  some  difficulty  in  ascertaining  the  ralue  under  this  clause ;  and  this 
makes  the  assessment  very  small,  and  less  than  I  think  the  railways  ought 
to  pay. 

The  sum  I  actually  receive  from  railwavs  for  bridge  money  is  only 
L.18, 4s.  Id.,  whereas  the  assessable  rental  or  railways  in  the  county,  ac- 
cording to  ^  Valuation  Roll,  amounti  to  L.60,934, — which  at  id.  per  £, 
should  produce  about  L.120. 

I  think  the  feeliug  in  the  county  of  Ayr  is,  that  they  would  willingly  see 
tolls  abolished  if  an  equitable  substitute  could  be  found. 

The  present  amount  of  money  raised  in  the  coimty  from  the  three 
sources  of  tolls,  statute  labour  conversion,  and  bridge  money,  is  about 
L.25,000  a  year.  I  find  that  to  supply  this,  would  require  a  rate  of  9d. 
per  £  on  the  assessable  value,  including  burghs  and  railways.  The  assess- 
able value  is  as  follows : — 

CouiiTT  OF  Atb  Valuation  1858-1859. 


John  D. 
Boswell,  Esq. 


This  assessment  would  not  be  too  high  upon  farmers  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  towns,  but  it  would  he  oppressive  up^m  more  distant  &nnen 
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County      whose  produce  is  chiefly  consaxned  on  the  farm,  or  on  dairy  farms  in  rural 
"^  districts. 

^^'  It  would  be  a  great  improvement  I  think  to  put  an  assessment  on 

Jdhn  D.      horses  not  agricultural ;  but  there  would  be  a  difficulty  in  realizing  snch 
BoMwcU,  iilsq.  a  rate  from  carters,  for  example — 

I  am  of  opinion  that  an  assessment  of  3d.  per  J^  on  the  rental,  combined 
with  an  assessment  on  horses,  on  a  graduated  scale  not  exceeding  40s.  for 
a  horse,  would  operate  equitably  and  not  be  found  oppressive  ;  but  I 
doubt  whether  this  would  be  sufficient.  I  do  not  contemplate  any  great 
saving  on  the  present  management. 

Such  an  assessment  might  fairly  be  laid  on  the  occupants,  as  the  revenne 
is  mainly  derived  from  the  occupants  at  present.     1  think  it  would  be  fair 
that  the  proprietors  should  bear  the  burden  of  the  debt,  although  in  fiict 
the  occupiers  are  at  present  contributing  to  pay  the  interest  of  the  debt  by 
•  paying  tolls,  and  would  therefore  be  relieved  to  that  extent  under  snch  a 

change  of  system. 

I  ttiink,  however,  the  feeling  of  the  county  is  not  yet  prepared  for  agree- 
ing to  an  assessment. 

The  existence  of  so  many  Separate  Trusts  is  a  very  great  grievance,  and 
the  multiplication  of  toll-bars  thus  occasioned  is  felt  to  be  very  oppressive. 
I  think  the  feeling  of  the  county  would  be  to  consolidate  the  Trusts  if  the 
debts  were  provided  for,  and  I  think  they  might  be  easily  valued. 

I  think  there  should  be  no  toll-bars  within  the  parliamentary  bound- 
aries of  burghs. 

In  regard  to  the  burgh  of  Ayr,  I  do  not  see  that  there  would  be  any 
hardship  in  making  the  inhabitants  of  the  burgh  sustain  the  burden  of 
maintaining  their  own  streets,  even  although  tolls  were  not  abolished ; 
because  I  consider  that  the  causeway  custom  drawn  from  farmers  and 
others  going  out  of  the  town,  is  fully  equivalent  to  the  toll  taken  from  the 
inhabitants  of  the  burgh  for  the  use  of  the  roads  in  the  county.  .  I  wosJd 
be  in  favour  of  abolishing  these  customs,  and  raising  the  amount  by  a 
small  tax  on  the  burgh. 

I  think  if  Ttusts  were  consolidated  the  tolls  might  be  re-arranged,  and 
placed  so  as  to  be  less  oppressive  than  at  present ;  and  I  consider  that  tvo 
tolls  should  not  be  nearer  than  four  miles  from  one  another. 


No.  XVI.  Mr  William  Bone^  Ayr,  Examined :  — 

Mr  W.  Bone.      I  am  treasurer  to  the  Ayr  District  of  roads,  and  keep  the  accounts 
both  of  the  turnpike  and  statute  labour  roads. 

The  turnpikes  in  the  Ayr  District  are  nineteen  in  number,  viz. : — 

1.  j^r  to  WhiteUtU,    Length,  about  2  miles. 

2.  Whiteldts  to  Oalston.    Length,  about  12|  miles. 

3.  Wkitdetts  to  Camgillan,    Length,  4}  miles. 

These  three  roads  are  so  far  connected,  that  the  first  is  common  to  the 
two  others.  Upon  the  first  there  is  a  toll,  the  revenue  from  which,  after 
defraying  the  expense  of  its  maintenance,  is  apportioned  to  the  two  othen 
in  the  proportion  of  two- sevenths  to  No.  2,  and  five-sevenths  to  No.  3. 
Upon  No.  2  there  are  three  other  tolls.     The  revenue  of  the  three  was. 

For  the  year  1866-67,  .  .  L.809  10    7 

„        1867-68,  .  .  .  699    0    7 

The  expense  of  the  maintenance  was, 
For  the  year  1856-57,  .  L.874  16    6 

n         1867-68,  .  .  .  369  16    7 

There  is  no  debt  on  these  roads,«— that  is  to  say,  the  small  floating  balanee 


i 
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that  was  on  No.  3  will  be  cleared  off  this  year, — and  m)on  No.  2,  we  had       County 

a  sum  of  L.426^  13s.  7d.  to  the  credit  of  that  road  at  Whitsunday  1858.  ^^ 

Ayr. 

4.  Ayr  to  Cumnock.    Length,  24  miles  623  yards.     This  road  goes  to  Mr  W.  Bone, 
the  confines  of  the  county  through  Cumnock  and  New  Cumnock.    There 

are  four  tolls,  and  a  portion  of  another  toll  on  the  New  Cumnock  and 
Dalmellington  Road.     The  revenue  from  these  tolls  was, 

For  the  year  1856-57,  .        L. 847  11    0 

„         1867-58,  .  .  613  18    6 

The  reason  for  the  diminution  of  revenue  is,  that  the  toll  rates  have  been 
reduced  one-third.    The  expenditure  on  maintenance  was, 

For  the  year  1856-57>  .  L.363  10  11 

„         1857-58,  .  .  428  18    3 

There  is  no  debt  on  this  road,  but  we  had  a  balance  of  L.1,029  17s.  5d. 
at  our  credit  at  Whitsunday  1858. 

5.  Ayr  to  Lew  Bridge  of  Doon,    Length,  2  miles  103  yards.    There 
is  one  toll.    The  revenue  was, 

For  the  year  1856-57,  .  L.200    0    0 

„         1857-58,  .  .  .  200     0     0 

This  road  is  a  part  of  the  road  from  Ayr  to  Fennyglen  in  the  Maybole 
District,  and  aner  upholding  our  own  road,  we  pay  them  whatever  de-  ^ 
ficiency  there  may  be  for  the  upholding  of  the  part  of  the  road  in  their 
district.    The  expense  of  maintenance  was, 

For  the  year  1856-57,  .  .         L.65    4    1 

„         1857-58,  .  .  .  75  11  10 

6.  Ayr  to  Maybole  ly  Manhoood  Bridge.}  length,  6  miles. 

7.  >»  n        *>y  AUoway.  y 

These  two  have  a  common  piece  of  road,  horn  the  town  of  Ayr  of  about 
one  mile.  Upon  that  piece  of  road  there  is  one  toll,  but  none  on  the 
other  portions  of  the  road  within  the  Ayr  District  We  receive,  however, 
in  addition  to  our  toll  revenues,  the  surplus  of  the  Carcluie  Bar  from  the 
Maybole  District,  after  maintaining  the  portion  of  the  road  within  that 
district.    The  revenue  was, 

For  the  year  1 856-57, 
„        1857-58, 

The  payment  from  the  Maybole  District  was, 
For  the  year  1856-67,  ' 
„         1857-68, 

The  expenditure  was, 
For  the  year  1856-57, 
„         1857-58, 

There  has  been  a  decrease  in  the  revenue,  owing  to  the  opening  of  the 
Majbole  Railway,  but  there  has  also  been  a  reduction  in  the  expenditure. 
There  was  a  aebt  incurred  for  some  improvements  made  on  the  portion 
of  the  road  nearest  Ayr,  which  amounted  at  Whitsunday  1858  to  L.903, 
17s.  lOd.  It  has  been  considerably  reduced  since  it  was  contracted,  and 
it  will  probabW  be  extinguished  in  three  years,  if  no  other  improvements 
are  made.  We  did  not  borrow  any  money  for  this  debt,  but  took  it  from 
the  funds  of  other  roads  which  happened  to  have  a  surgjus.  We  annually 
credit  the  accounts  of  those  roads  with  the  interest. 

2e 


L.647  16  0 

500     0  0 

L.166    0  0 

76    0  0 

L.267  16  3 

229    7  8 
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Coanij  8.  DakympU  Bridge  Road.    Length,  6  miloi  744  yuds.     Tliere  ue 

Avv         ^^^  U^Wa,    The  revenue  was^ 

„    For  the  year  1856-67,  .        L.llO    0    0 

KrW.BoiM.  ^^        1857-58,  81     0    0 

The  fkll  is  owing  to  the  opening  of  the  liiajbok  and  Daknellingtoa  Biil- 
ways.    The  eiLpense  of  maintenancar  was* 

For  the  year  1856-57,  L.83    3    6 

I,         1857-58,  .  33    9    9 

The  debt  amounts  to  L.83,  lOs.  due  to  the  Marquis  of  Ailsa*  besides  i 
floating  balance  against  the  road,  amounting,  as  at  Whitsunday  1858,  to 
L.43,  5s.  4^d.  m  interest  has  ever  been  paid  on  Lord  Ailsa*B  debt  once 
1843.  The  debt  would  have  been  paid  o£^  if  it  had  not  been  for  sMoe  im- 
proyements  which  were  made  on  the  road  at  Lord  Ailsa's  desire. 

9.  McnkUm  to  CcyUon.  Length,  9  miles  290  yards.  There  is  one  toU, 
and  we  reoeive  a  third  of  the  revenue  of  another  toll.    Our  revenue  wu, 

For  the  year  1856-57,  L.79    3    4 

„        1857-58,  .  .  71    6    8 

The  expense  of  maintenance  was, 

For  the  year  1856-57,  L.74    8    0 

^         1857-58,  .  .  .  47    6    1 

lliere  is  a  debt  on  this  road  of  L.604, 198.  9d.  due  to  the  late  Mr  Osvtld 
of  Anchencruive,  for  expenses  incurred  by  him  in  making  the  road.  N« 
interest  has  ever  been  paid  upon  it. 

10.  BeUton  to  WaUaton,  Length,  2  miles  1,302  yards.  Then  is  ose 
toll,  one-third  of  the  revenue  of  which  is  paid  to  the  road  (No.  9)  frBO 
Monkton  to  Goylton.    The  gross  revenue  of  that  toll  was. 

For  the  year  1856-57,  ....        U56    0    0 
„         1857-58,  .  .  65    0    0 

The  expense  of  maintenance  was, 

For  the  year  1856-57,   .  .  L.4    4    9 

„        1857-58,   .  .  .  5    7    1 

There  is  a  debt  on  this  road  amounting  to  L.100, 17s.  9d.,  also  due  to  the 
late  Mr  Osundd,  upon  which  no  interest  has  ever  been  paid ;  but  we  bad 
a  balance  in  hand,  to  the  credit  of  the  road  at  Whitsunday  1858,  of 
L.175,  14s.  lid. 

11.  WdUton  to  Sanc^ord.  Length,  2  miles  1,070  yards.  There  is 
one  toll.    The  revenue  was, 

For  the  year  1856-57,    .  .  ,  .        L.20    0    0 

„        1857-58,   .  .  20    0    0 

The  expense  of  maintenance  was, 

For  the  year  1856-57,   ....        L.17  19    7 
.,        1857-58,    .  7    4    0 

The  debt  consists  of  two  sums  of  L.308,  lOs.  5d.  and  L.l,0d7,  lOs.  Upon 
the  first  of  these  sums  interest  is  pud  regularly  at  5  per  cent  On  the 
latter  sum  no  interest  has  ever  been  paid.  At  Whitsunday  1858;  there 
was  a  balance  at  the  credit  of  the  road  of  L.200,  5b.  3d. 
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12.  Ayr^  by  Dalmellinfftony  to  eonfiimu  ofthB  GowUiy.    Lengtb,  19  miles       Coantj 
1,071  yards.    There  are  four  tolls.    The  revenue  was,  ^^ 

For  the  year  1856-57,  .  L.316    0    0  — ^ 

„        1857-58,  297    0    0  Mr  W.  Bone. 

The  expense  of  maintenance  was, 

For  the  year  1856-57,  .        L.303  19  10 

„         1867-58  ...  157  16  10 

The  income  has  been  diminished  by  the  railway,  which  runs  parallel  to  it. 

The  whole  debt  amounted,  at  VThitsunday  1847» 
to     .  .  .    L.10,868  14  10 

But  of  this  sum  there  was,  of  accumulated 
interest,       .....         6,892  12    8 


L.  3,976    2    2 


This  interest  is  calculated  at  fire  per  cent.,  and  no  interest  has  ever  been 
paid ;  but  there  is  an  accumulated  fund  on  hand,  as  at  Whitsundav  1858, 
of  L.  1,509,  78.  8d.  The  debt  consistB  of  advances  by  parties,  tnrough 
whofle  estates  the  road  passes,  and  whose  estates  were  bienefited  by  it. 

13.  New  Cumnock  to  Dalmellington.  Length,  10  miles  1,868  yards. 
There  are  two  tolls,  and  we  have  a  portion  of  a  third  toll.  The  revenue 
was» 

For  the  year  1856-57,  L.  165    0    0 

„         1857-58,  .  161    0    0 

The  expense  of  maintenance  was, 

For  the  year  1856-57,  L.83    5    3 

„        1857-58,  .  106  17    8 

The  debt  amounts  to  a  sum  of  L.747,  18s.  5d.,  due  to  Mrs  Macadam 
Cathcart,  but  upon  which  no  interest  has  ever  been  paid.  Considerable 
improvements  have  been  made  on  this  road,  but  there  was  still  a  small 
baumce  of  L.21, 15s.  2d.  in  hand  at  Whitsunday  1858. 

14.  Irvine  Boctd,  Length  about  8  miles.  We  have  one  toll,  and  the 
half  of  another  toll.    The  revenue  was» 

For  the  year  1856-57,  .        L.199    0    0 

„         1857-58,  210    8    0 

The  expense  of  maintenance  was, 

For  the  year  1856-57,  .  .  L.113  13    5 

„         1857-58,  .  .  102  10    6 

The  balance  at  credit  of  this  road  at  Whitsunday  1858  was  L.781, 15s.  7d. 

15.  Prestwick  Tall  Road.  Length,  4^  miles.  There  is  one  toll.  The 
revenue  was. 

For  the  year  1856-57,  .  L.268  *  0    0 

„        1857-58,  .  241    0    4^ 

The  expense  of  maintenance  was, 

For  the  year  1856-57,  L.214    6    3 

„        1857*58,  180    9    4 

There  was  a  debt  on  this  road  at  Whitsunday  1858,  amounting  to  L.1629 
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Goonty       14s.  6cl.,  whicb  is  being  gradually  reduced.     It  is  borrowed  fix)m  tbe  fiooids 

^^  of  the  other  roads. 

Ayr. 

Iff  yf.  Bone.       ^^*  ^^^^^^*^  ^  TarholUm,     Length,  nearly  5  miles.     There  is  one 
toll.     The  revenue  was, 

For  the  yearl856.67,  L.16  11     0 

„         1867-68,,  .  14    1     0 

The  expense  of  maintenance  was. 

For  the  year  1866-67,  .  .  L.37    2    4 

„         1867-68,  .  .  27  IB     4 

The  debt  amounts  to  L.161,  6s.  8^.,  but  no  interest  has  ever  been  paid 
upon  it.  There  was  also  a  balance  due  by  this  road  to  the  other  roads  of 
L.64,  6s.  6d.,  as  at  Whitsunday  1868. 

17.  lAttUMUl  to  DalmeUitigton  Road,  Length,  31  miles.  There  b 
one  toll. 

The  reyenue  was,  for  1866-67,  .  Li)2  10    0 

„  „         1867-68,  .  .  .  30    e     0 

The  expense  of  maintenance  was. 

For  the  year  1866-67,  ....        L.22  17    7 
„         1867-68,    .  .  .  .  47     1     9 

There  is  no  debt  on  this  road,  but  a  small  balance  at  its  credit,  amountiiig, 
at  Wnbitsunday  1868,  to  L.6],  7s.  6d. 

18.  Moat  ToU  to  Marchbum,  Length,  with  branches,  18  miles  210 
yards,  with  three  tolls  and  a  portion  of  another  toll.    The  revenue  was. 

For  the  year  1866-67,  .  .  .        L.136     2     0 

„         1867-68,  .  .  .  124    9     3 

The  expense  of  maintenance  was, 

For  the  year  1866-67,  .  L.  107    6     8 

„         1867-68,  ...  108  16  10 

The  only  debt  is  L.167, 128.  8^.  due  to  the  other  roads. 

19.  From  Cumnock  Road  to  Crntmiy  liarch,  by  Craigdvlart,  Length 
4  miles  20  yards.  There  is  no  toll  on  this  road,  but  it  receives  a  portioB 
of  a  toll  from  the  New  Cumnock  to  the  Dalmellington  Road  (No.  13). 
The  revenue  was. 

For  the  year  1866-67,   ....        L.44    5    O 
„         1867-68,   .  .  .  47  16     O 

The  expense  of  maintenance  was, 

For  the  year  1866-67,  ....        L.36    0    6 
„         1867-68,  .  .  37  16  10 

There  is  a  debt  borrowed  from  the  funds  of  the  other  roads,  whidi 
amounted,  at  Whitsunday  1868,  to  L.61, 16s.  6id. 

The  gross  amount  of  the  principal  sums  of  debt  in  the  Ayr  District 
amounted,  at  Whitsunday  1868,  to  .        L.  8,603  11     1 

The  gross  amount  of  unpaid  interest  to  same  date,  cal- 
culated at  6  per  cent.,  was  14,219  11     8 

L.22,723     2     9 
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The  balance  due  to  the  whole  district  upon  the  turapike  road  account  at       County 
Whitsunday  1858,  was  very  nearly  L. 2,500.    There  is  one  sunreyor  for         ^ 
the  whole  district,  as  well  as  for  the  statute  labour  roads.    His  salary  is        ^^' 
L«175  for  the  turnpike  roads,  and  L.25  for  the  statute  labour  roads.    The  |£r  y^^  Bone, 
clerk  for  the  district  has  a  saJary  of  L.60,  and  he  has  also  a  salary  of  L.60 
as  general  derk.    The  treasurer  for  the  district  has  L.75»  "^d  he  is  paid 
by  a  per  centage  of  7  per  cent,  on  the  statute  labour  collection. 

The  statute  labour  money  in  the  county  of  Ayr  is  levied  from  the  occn- 

Siers,  and  is  raised  by  a  rate  on  the  L.lOO  of  real  value.  The  maximum 
xed  by  the  Act  is  20s.,  which  is  the  sum  levied  in  many  parishes,  although 
in  others  it  is  lower.  The  rate  upon  houses  is  similar,  only  that  one-fourth 
is  deducted  from  the  gross  value,  and  no  house  is  assessed  under  L.6. 
The  money  levied  in  each  parish  must  be  expended  on  the  roads  within 
that  parish,  and  a  separate  account  is  kept  for  each  parish.  In  the  Ayr, 
and  several  other  districts,  the  same  Trustees  manage  the  turnpike  roads 
and  the  statute  Ubour  roads,  but  in  some  parts  of  the  county,  each  parish 
has  its  own  distinct  management. 

The  average  annual  amount  of  statute  labour  money  levied  in  the  county 
for  the  last  ten  years,  is  L.4f  343, 98.  lid.  The  number  of  miles  of  statute 
labour  roads  in  the  Ayr  District  is  90. 


No.  XVn.   WUHam  Brouifi,  Esq.  of  Greenockmatns,  Examined  ; — 

I  am  a  proprietor  in  the  county,  and  have  been  a  Road  Trustee  for  up-      WOliam 
wards  of  80  years,  chiefly  in  the  Mauchline  District.  Brown,  Esq* 

'.  I  attend  pretty  regularly  the  meetings  of  the  Trustees.  I  am  of  opinion 
that  we  comd  not  have  a  better  system  than  the  present  for  obtaining 
funds  for  supporting  the  roads.  I  have  long  thought  it  would  be  a  ben^ 
fit  to  consolidate  the  different  Trusts.  In  this  county  they  might  probably 
be  formed  into  three  districts,  corresponding  with  the  division  of  the 
county  into  Kyle,  Oarrick,  and  Cunninghame.  I  would  have  a  common 
fund  and  common  management.  The  system  of  accounts  might  be  much 
nmplified  if  the  district  were  extended.  The  existing  Act  prevents  us 
from  having  such  a  consolidation,  as  the  frmds  of  each  road  must  be  kept 
separate.  The  existence  of  debt  is  also  an  obstacle  to  consolidation.  On 
one  road,  the  road  horn  Ayr  to  the  confines  of  the  county  by  Muirkirk, 
the  debt  has  been  got  rid  of  by  composition.  The  debt  was  about  L.4,000, 
and  the  creditors  were  induced  to  take  very  small  sums  by  way  of  compo- 
sition, being  diiefly  proprietors  on  the  line.  The  funds  from  which  we 
made  the  compodtion,  arose  from  an  accumulated  surplus  from  tolls. 
There  were  one  or  two  individuals  who  were  creditors  who  were  not  pror 
prietors  on  the  line,  and  they  were  paid  in  full ;  but  the  sums  due  to  them 
were  very  small. 

Were  such  a  consolidation  effected,  the  salaries  of  the  officers  in  the 
different  districts  might  to  a  certain  extent  be  saved ;  and  the  public  con- 
venience would  also  be  promoted  by  our  being  enabled  to  re-distribute  the 
tolls,  so  as  to  be  less  oppressive  tlum  in  their  present  positions. 

I  think  it  might  be  possible  to  compound  in  a  similar  way  for  the  re- 
maining debt  in  the  county,  8t;ppo«ing  that  the  funds  were  forthcoming 
for  the  purpose. 

In  order  to  raise  these  funds,  I  think  the  proprietors  in  the  county 
would  be  willing  to  submit  to  a  small  assessment ;  and  I  do  not  think 
there  would  be  any  unfairness  in  throwing  the  assessment  thus  upon  them. 
I  have  even  thought  that  such  a  burden,  being  for  the  general  good, 
might  be  taken  by  the  Government. 

If  the  tolls  were  to  he  abolished,  I  would  prefer  an  assessment  on  lands 


^ 
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County      and  heritages  directly,  instead  of  putting  it  upon  horses ;  but  my  own 
^         opinion  is,  that  no  change  is  required. 

^y*'  I  made  some  calculations  as  to  the  effect  of  an  assessment  on  horses  in 

waUam  ^®  parish  of  Muirkirk  two  years  ago,  and  was  satisfied  that  it  would  be 
Brown,  Esq.  a  roost  iniquitous  thing.  The  rent  of  the  toll-bars  and  oouTersion  money 
within  the  parish  produced  L.S44,  and  there  were  only  118  horses  in  the 
whole  parish, — one-third  of  these  beins;  connected  with  carting  minerals. 
These  at  L.l  per  horse  would  hare  yielded  only  L.118,  leaving  the  balance 
to  be  made  up  by  assessment,  which  would  hare  amounted  to  4^  per  X. 

A  sheep  farmer  at  a  rent  of  L.lOO  a  year,  would  not  be  charged  more 
than  L.l,  including  both  tolls  and  statute  hibour  money. 

A  coal  carter  liring  in  a  house  at  L.3  of  rent,  in  which  he  would  not 
haTe  to  pay  statute  labour  money,  if  he  were  computed  to  travel  eTcry 
day  in  the  year  except  Sundays,  would  pay  Is.  a  day,  which  would  be  Ij.16 
in  the  course  of  a  year. 

In  the  case  of  a  coal  carter,  the  praeUoe  is  not  for  him  to  pay  the  tolls, 
but  they  are  marked  down  and  paid  by  the  proprietor  of  the  colliery  er 
iron  works  to  which  they  are  driven.  In  this  case,  many  persons  nught 
think  it  would  be  a  relief  to  the  carter  if  the  revenues  were  raised  by  an 
assessment,  but  in  fact  it  would  be  a  relief  to  the  coal  proprietor. 

If  any  change  were  made,  I  think  it  would  be  desirable  that  the  statute 
labour  roads  would  be  amalgamated  with  the  turnpikes. 


Ko.  XVm.  Patrick  BoyU,  Esq.  of  Shewalton,  Bzamined: — 

P.  Boyle,  Esq.  I  am  a  proprietor  in  the  county  of  Ayr,  and  take  a  eonsidersble  interest 
in  county  matters  generally,  and  am  an  acting  Trustee  in  the  Kilmanodk 
and  Irvine  Districts.  I  have  heard  the  evidence  given  by  Mr  Brown,  the 
preceding  witness,  and  I  concur  with  him  general^  in  the  views  cxpicswd 
by  him  ;  nor  have  I  ever  heard  of  any  plan  for  raising  the  funds  neces- 
sary for  the  maintenance  of  the  roads  which  I  oonstder  preJbrable  to  the 
present  system,  although  I  am  quite  aware  that  there  are  many  ano- 
malies in  It. 

I  think  the  consolidation  of  Trusts  would  be  productive  of  benefit,  and 
a  saving  in  the  management,  besides  a  reduction  in  Uie  nmnb^  of  toUs, 
which  are  very  numerous  in  this  county. 

I  can  speak  as  to  the  debts  on  one  or  two  roads.  In  the  Irvine  IKstrict, 
the  road  from  Irvine  to  Kelly  Bridge,  upon  which,  many  yesrs  ago^  %  con- 
siderable sum  was  laid  out  on  an  slteration  of  the  line  of  the  road,  and  in 
consequence  of  damages  done  by  the  sea,  the  funds  were  inadequate  to  pay 
interest,  and  also  to  build  a  new  bridge  over  the  Gamock  at  Kilwinning. 

We  then  took  steps  to  raise  the  tolls  to  the  maximum  rates, — ^the  eon- 
sequence  is,  that  the  revenue  has  been  so  much  increased  that  we  have 
nearly  paid  for  the  whole  of  the  operations,  and  we  shall  shortly  be 
enabled  to  resume  payment  of  interest,  with  the  prospect  of  the  debt 
bong  wiped  off  altogether.  The  value  of  this  debt  has  thus  been  gre^ 
improved.  The  inhabitants  of  Kilwinning,  near  which  the  toU  is  placed, 
are  merely  now  paying  for  the  benefit  they  have  derived  from  the  bridge, 
and  are  in  no  worse  position  than  the  inhabitants  of  other  towns,  almoat 
all  of  which  have  tolls  on  their  outskirts,  which  they  have  hithoto 
escaped. 

If  the  landed  proprietors  were  satisfied  that  a  less  opnressive  or  a 
dieaper  system  than  the  present  might  be  introduced,  I  think  thej  oi^ht 
not  to  object  to  a  temporary  burden  by  way  of  assessnient,  for  the  purpose 
of  getting  rid  of  the  debt. 

The  introduction  of  railways  in  this  county,  at  least  as  far  •■  I  am 
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concerned,  has  not  been  nearly  so  prgndidal  to  tiie  interests  of  the  roads       Couiily 
as  had  been  anticipated.  ^ 

I  think  the  statute  laboor  and  turnpike  roads  should  both  be  placed  ^* 

vnder  the  same  manag^ement.  p^  BoyIo.  Bm* 

I  am  also  of  opinion,  that  the  statute  labour  roads  would  be  better 
managed  in  districts  than  under  the  present  system  of  separation  into 
parishes. 


No.  XIX.  Pairich  Boyle  Mure  Macredie,  Esq.  of  Perceton,  Examined  :-* 

I  am  a  landed  proprietor  in  the  eouoty,  aad  an  acting  Bead  Tmsteei  Patrick  B.  M. 
chiefly  in  the  Irvine  and  KihnarDock  Districts.  I  am  proprietor  of  oon-A^^oredie,  Esq. 
siderable  mineral  works  and  collieries,  and  had  them  for  several  years 
in  my  own  hands,  although  they  are  now  let.  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  it  would  be  beneficial  to  maintain  roads  by  an  assessment,  which  I 
look  upon  as  only  an  extension  of  the  present  statute  labour  ajstem,  but 
I  think  there  ought  to  be  a  rate  on  horses,  instead  of  laying  the  whole 
upon  lands  and  heritages.  I  would  have  a  classified  rate  on  horses,  as  I  oon- 
mder  it  would  be  unfair  to  lay  bo  more  on  a  cart  horse  whidi  is  constantly 
carting  minerals,  than  on  a  farm  horse  which  makes  so  much  less  use  of 
the  roads.  I  think  it  might  be  difficult,  but  I  do  not  think  it  would  be 
impossible  to  levy  a  rate  from  carters.  It  might,  for  instance,  be  got 
frcKu  the  emplover.  The  carting  is  often  d<Hie  by  contract,  and  it  might 
be  kept  out  of  the  contract  monev.  When  I  worked  my  coal  myself 
I  gave  a  ticket  to  the  carters,  who  curove  the  coals  from  the  pit,  and  when 
these  tickets  were  collected  in  sufficient  numbers  by  the  tollman,  he 
sent  them  to  me  for  payment,  so  that  the  tolls  were  paid  by  me,  the 
employer,  instead  of  hj  the  carter. 

I  hand  in  a  calculation  which  I  have  made  ou^slfowing  the  comparative 
extent  of  roads,  and  the  cost  per  mile,  in  the  district  of  Gunniuffhame, 
and  the  two  districts  of  Oarridc  and  Kvle,  together  with  the  valuation 
of  these  districts  respectively.  This  shows  that  an  assesment  on  the 
rental  in  Gunninghame  would  require  to  be  at  the  rate  of  488.  3d.  on  the 
L.lOO,  or  6*07d.  per  £,  and  in  Carrick  and  Kyle  it  would  be  64s.  djd. 
per  L.100,  or  7|d.  per  £. 

Without  reference  to  the  abolition  of  tolls,  I  consider  that  advantage 
would  arise  from  the  consolidation  of  a  number  of  the  present  smtdl 
Trusts  in  the  county.  I  also  think  that  the  statute  labour  roads  should 
be  amalgamated  with  the  turnpike  roads. 

I  have  not  thought  much  of  any  scheme  for  providing  for  debt ;  but, 
before  entering  on  any  such  scheme,  I  would  have  thedefitt  valued,  whioh 
would  have  the  effect  of  greatly  redudng  their  amouit. 
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State  as  to  Ayrshire  Roads. 
{Banded  in  by  Mr  Murt  Macredie.) 


EXPENDITURE. 

Ounmngfaame  Dis- 
trict (16  Par- 
ishes). 

Turnpike  Roads... 

Parisn  Roads 

Garrick  and  Kyle 
Districts  (30  Par- 
ishes). 

Turnpike  Roads... 

Parish  Roads 

Or 

Less  New  Roads  and 
Debt,  L.3,581, 
18b.  4d. 

Turnpike  Roads... 
Parisn  Roads 

All   Ayrshire    (46 
Parishes). 
Turnpike  Roads... 
Paricdi  Roads 


REVENUE. 

Ayrshire  Turnpikes, 
etc.,  on  average 
of  17  years. 

Tumnike  Roads... 

Parish  Roads..... 


Miles. 


175 
265^ 


440i 


538i 
358^ 


897 


5S8i 
358^ 


897 


713  J 
624 


1,337J 


Cost. 


4,683 
1,706 


6,389 


12,961 
2,637 


15,588 


9,369 
2,637 


12,006 


14,052 
4,343 


18,395 


18,641 
4,343 


22,984 


Per  Mile. 


£    s.    d. 


Per  £100. 


£   s.   d. 


26  15    2 
6    8    6 


33    3    8 


24    1    0 
7    7    1 


81    8    1 


... 


... 


19  13    91 
6  19    2i 


18  15    0 


26    2    6 
6  19    21 


17    3    8 


1  11    0 
0  11    3 


Val  nation 

and  rate 

per  iC. 


2    2    3 


3    9  10 
0  14    2] 


} 


4    4    Oi 


2  10    6i 
0  14    2i 


} 


3    4    91 


2    19 
0  12  11 


2  14    8 


2  15    5 
0  12  11 


3    8    4 


1 


302,118 

OP  5-07d 

per  £. 


870,609 


or  73d. 
per£. 


} 


672,817 


No.  XX.  EUtu  Catheart,  Esq.  of  Auchendrain,  Examined  :— 

Cftthfi!Jt*  Em      ^.*?  *  ^^^  proprietor  in  the  county,  and  for  many  yean  have  taken 

*«,  "q-an  mterest  m  road  matters,  and  other  matters  connected  with  Ayrshire. 

I  have  considered  the  question  of  the  abolition  of  tolls.     The  Blayboie 
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Road  District  is  the  one  with  which  I  am  concerned,  and ,  I  have  made      Goantgr 
out  a  statement  as  to  that  district.    Under  the  system  of  collection  bj         ^^ 
tolls,  I  estimate  that  the  lowest  sum  a  tacksman  can  live  on  is  about  ^' 

L.25  a  year,  which  I  therefore  hare  assumed  as  the  tenant's  profit.  £]i||^ 

My  opinion  is  most  decidedly  in  favour  of  an  abolition  of  tolls,  which  Cathcart,  Esq. 
I  think  both  injurious  to  the  public  and  the  landed  proprietors.  Accord- 
ing to  the  statement  I  have  made  out,  I  calculate  that  a  rate  of  3  per 
cent,  on  the  rental  of  the  Maybole  District  would  raise  a  sum  sufficient 
for  upholding  the  whole  roads,  both  turnpike  and  statute  labour,  or,  that 
a  rate  of  L.1,  17s.  6d.,  on  1,232  horses  kept  in  the  district,  would  raise 
nearly  a  like  sum.  Were  the  assessment  to  be  on  horses,  however,  I  think 
it  ought  to  be  according  to  a  classified  rate. 

I  think  it  would  be  desirable  to  put  the  statute  labour  and  turnpike 
roads  all  under  one  system ;  but  as  regards  an  assessment,  I  think  the 
fairest  plan  would  be  to  place  the  whole  upon  horses,  which  1  would 
divide  into  classes,  but  I  would  not  have  too  many  of  these. 

My  objections  to  the  present  system  of  tolls  are  founded,  first,  on  the 
unnecessary  expense  to  the  public  which  they  occasion.  In  the  Maybole 
Trust  we  have  collected,  on  an  average,  during  the 

last  17  years,         ....    L.2,798  16    0  a  year. 
I  add  to  this  the  cost  of  26  tolls,  which  I  take  at 

L.25  each,  .... 

Clerk's  salary  from  fees  paid  by  toll-keeper. 
Annual  repair  of  toll-houses,  ete. 
To  these  sums  I  add  the  statute  labour  money, 

*  ■         ' 

Making  a  total  annual  cost  of  .  .        3,960  16    0 

Whereas,  by  another  calculation,  I  show  that  the 

roadjB  should  be  upheld  for  a  sum  of  .       2,500    0    0 

The  annual  saving,  therefore,  to  the  public,  if  tolls 

were  abolished,  would  be    .  .  .    L.1,460  16    0 

This,  however,  is  irrespective  of  the  debts  on  the  roads. 

K  we  were  allowed  to  raise,  by  a  direct  assessment,  the  same  sum  which 
the  public  now  pays  by  tolls  (which  1  calculate,  in  the  Maybole  District, 
to  be  nearly  L.4,000),  I  could  make  a  provision  for  the  existing  debt. 

Taking  the  debt  at  its  full  nominal  value,  L.1,200  would  pay  the 
interest  at  4  per  cent.,  and  we  should  then  have  a  sinking  fund  of  iLsOO. 
If  the  debt  were  valued  at  L.  10,000  instead  of  L.30,000,  it  would  be  so 
much  the  more  easily  dealt  with. 

I  am  myself  a  creditor  on  the  roads,  and  for  some  time  I  received 
interest  on  my  debt;  but  there  is  L.  1,000  of  interest  due  to  me  now. 

I  consider  that  the  toll  system  is  iniurious  to  the  proprietor  as  well  as 
to  the  public,  because  I  consider  that  if  the  money  had  been  raised  by  an 
assessment  instead  of  by  toUs,  we  should  never  have  contracted  so  much  debt. 

The  tolls  in  Ayrshire  are  considered  oppressive.  In  my  own  case,  I  live 
four  miles  from  Ayr,  and  I  pay  two  tolls;  and  going  on  an  average  twice 
a  week  to  town,  these  tolls  cost  me  L.3,  18s.  a  y^  for  one  horse.  In 
another  direction,  1  might  go  five  miles  without  paying  any  tolls  at  all. 

I  think  there  is  one  benefit  of  a  rate,  that  it  makes  people  look  sharp. 
And  as  I  think  the  rate-payers  should  be  represented*  I  would  give  thera 
a  voice  in  the  management.  At  present  they  are  indirectly  represented 
by  influencing  the  attendance  of  their  landlords  as  Trustees. 

If  the  tolls  are  to  be  given  up,  and  an  assessment  imposed,  I  think  that 
the  districts  should  be  kept  small  in  extent.  But  I  would  give  a  con- 
trolling power  to  the  general  body  of  Trustees,  to  see  that  the  District 
Trustees  did  their  duty. 


442  Turnpike  Road  Inquiry — Scotland. 

Gounty 
^^  No.  XXI.  James  Campbell  Esq.  of  Graigie,  Examined: — 

James  ^  ^Kf^  been  for  many  years  a  proprietor  in  the  county  of  Ayr,  and  have 

CampbeU,  Esq.  taken  an  interest  in  all  county  matters.  I  prepared  the  last  Ayrsbire 
Roads  Act,  and  took  charge  of  its  passing.  There  was  some  opposition  to 
it.  This  arose  solely  with  regard  to  a  proposal  for  making  the  Trust 
more  popular.  The  system  which  divided  the  county  into  districts  had 
been  in  operation  previous  to  the  passing  of  that  Act.  It  was  thought 
advisable  that,  although  the  districts  formed  one  common  Trust,  the 
different  roads  should  be  kept  perfectly  distinct. 

The  Act  was  framed  upon  the  principle,  that  it  was  just  to  make  th« 
proceeds  of  any  road  apfMicable  solely  to  that  road ;  and  in  case  of  two 
roads  joining  at  a  common  point,  it  was  permitted  to  the  Trustees  to 
divide  the  proceeds  of  the  toll  between  the  two  roads  according  to  the 
traffic  of  each.  I  am  of  opinion  that  this  arrangement  has  been  bene- 
ficial.     We  used  to  have  a  great  deal  of  jobbing,  and  now  we  have  none. 

Were  there  no  debt,  I  would  think  it  would  be  an  excellent  arrange- 
ment to  amalgamate  the  small  Trusts  in  a  district.  I  aj^rove  of  the 
present  system  of  tolls,  than  which,  I  think  there  could  not  be  a  fiurer 
system ;  every  man  pays  for  the  road  he  us^  and  for  as  much  as  he  uses. 
I  do  not  think  there  is  any  particular  complication  in  the  present  method 
of  keeping  our  accounts. 

There  is  no  four  or  five  mile  clause  in  our  Act,  whereby  a  party  it 
saved  from  paying  oftener  than  once  in  that  distance. 

I  should  hesitate  about  placing  the  statute  labour  roads  under  the  same 
system  as  the  turnpike  roads,  because  turapike  roads  might  run  in  debt 
again,  which  statute  labour  roads  cannot  do.  Under  our  present  system* 
the  statute  labour  roads  have  been  very  much  improved,  and  boom  of 
them  are  as  good  as  turnpikes. 

Under  our  former  Gounty  Act,  the  statute  labour  assessment  waa  im» 
posed  according  to  the  valued  rent.  The  valued  rent,  however,  did  not 
show  the  proportion  which  one  property  bore  to  another,  and  that  was 
the  reason  it  was  altered.  There  were  also  many  kinds  of  property 
formerly  exempt,  which  are  now  rendered  liaUe  to  assessment  under  our 
existing  Act.  The  rate  on  houses  also  was  uniform,  irrespective  of  tibe 
value  of  such  houses. 

I  have  never  heard  of  any  substitute  for  tolk  that  I  would  consider  so 
equitable  as  the  existing  system ;  because  I  never  heard  of  any  subatitute 
that  would  not  make  people  pay  for  the  roads  who  did  not  use  them. 

To  show  how  impossible  it  is  to  reach  people  by  an  assessment,  accord- 
ing to  the  use  they  make  of  the  road,  I  would  state  an  instance  which 
occurred  in  the  Mauchline  District,  when  the  lessee  of  the  Portland  Inm 
Works,  who  had  also  a  coal  work,  compounded  for  the  use  of  a  road  for 
L.30.  He  wished  to  compound  the  foOowing  year,  but  the  Trustees  de- 
manded a  composition  of  L.80,  because  their  surveyor  reported  that  from 
the  cost  of  the  previous  year,  it  would  probably  take  not  less  than  L.75 
to  keep  the  mile  and  a  half  of  road  used  by  him.  He  would  not  agree  to 
pay  the  L.80,  and  the  tolls  taken  from  him  during  the  year  amounted 
to  L.330. 

If  it  were  thought  desirable  to  introduce  a  system  of  assessment*  it 
would  be  absolutely  necessary  to  tax  minerals  at  a  much  higher  rate  than 
other  property  ;  mainly  because  the  nature  of  their  traffic  is  of  so  much 
heavier  a  character. 

There  are  two  kinds  of  debt,— one,  money  lent  for  making  roads  by 
parties  who  have  no  interest  in  the  country  through  which  the  road 
passes.  The  second  kind  is  that  where  the  money  hM  been  advanced  by 
landed  proprietors,  in  order  to  make  roads  likely  to  be  very  beneficial  to 
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their  estates.    In  the  first  case,  the  creditor  has  received  nothing  but  the       County 
interest  of  his  money  ;  in  the  second  case,  the  creditor  has  received  not  .®' 

only  interest  in  some  cases,  bat  it  may  be  said  repayment  of  the  capital  ^* 

in  the  great  additional  value  occasioned  to  his  estate.     I  would  provide,        Jamee 
as  we  at  present  do,  for  the  payment  of  the  first  class ;  and  in  regard  to  Campbell,  Esq. 
the  second,  if  we  paid  interest,  I  would  not  trouble  myself  any  more  about 
them. 

With  r^ard  to  the  sum  of  L.55,526  stated  to  be  due  as  arrears  of  in- 
terest, I  would  write  it  off  as  hopeless,  provided  this  has  all  accrued 
from  the  second  class  of  debt. 


No.  XKII.  (Jolanel  John  Ferrier  Hamilton  of  Cairnhill,  Elxamined: — 

I  am  vice-lieutenant  and  convener  of  the  county  of  Ayr.    Two  meetings  Col.  Hamilton. 
of  the  county  have  been  held  on  the  subject  of  the  abolition  of  tolls,  and 
particularly  with  reference  to  the  provisions  of  Lord  £lcho*s  Bills. 

I  hand  m  copies  of  the  resolutions  passed  at  those  meetings,  and  of  a 
petition  presented  to'the  House  of  Commons,  in  pnrsnance  of  the  last  re- 
solutions in  June  1858. 

I  have  heard  the  evidence  of  Mr  Campbell,  the  preceding  witness,  and 
I  concmr  generally  in  the  views  he  takes.  With  respect  to  the  debt  aris- 
ing from  advances  made  by  landholders,  I  am  not  prepared  to  go  so  far 
as  to  leave  that  entirely  out  of  consideration  ;  but  I  am  willing  to  make 
a  difference  between  it  and  the  other  class  of  debts. 

I  think  the  proper  way  to  deal  with  the  debts  would  be  to  have  them 
valued.  Were  legislative  authority  given  to  Trustees  to  enter  into  com- 
positions for  debt,  or  to  wipe  them  off  where  worthless,  or  where  parties 
could  not  show  a  sufficient  title  to  them,  many  of  our  present  difficulties 
might  be  got  over. 

I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  it  would  be  equitable  to  levy  an  assess- 
ment on  the  county  generally  for  the  purpose  of  providing  a  fund  where- 
with to  pay  off  the  road  debts. 

I  cannot  point  out  any  method  by  wHich  the  funds  could  be  raised  for 
this  purpose,  but  I  consider  it  was  an  objectionable  measure  in  our 
existing  Act  that  the  roads  were  so  much  divided.  I  would  have  pre- 
ferred that  the  great  trunk  roads  should  have  had  united  with  them  the 
smaller  turnpike  roads  which  run  into  them ;  so  that  the  funds  from  the 
one  might  help  the  other.  Had  this  been  done  under  our  existing  Act, 
it  would  have  facilitated  the  providing  funds  for  the  purposes  of  the  roads. 

If  the  debts  on  all  the  roads  in  a  district  were  valued,  the  effect  would 
be  greatly  to  reduce  their  amount;  and  I  would  in  that  case  see  no 
difficulty  to  the  good  debt  being  adopted,  and  provided  for  as  the  debt  of 
the  whole  district.  This  also  would  afford  great  facilities  for  the  re- 
adjustment of  the  tolls. 

I  am  not  disposed  to  make  any  alteration  on  the  present  system  of 
statute  labour. 

From  the  experience  I  have  had,  I  consider  that  both  the  statute 
labour  roads  and  the  turnpike  roads  in  this  county  are  most  economically 
managed. 

Resolutions  by  the  Cocntt  of  Atr. 

{Handed  in  by  Colond  Ferrier  Hamilton.) 

Avr,  doth  January  1857. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  of  Supply  of  the  county  of  Ayr, 
called  by  requisition  erf  the  Convener  to  consider  the  Draft  of  a  Bill,  for- 


444  Turnpike  Road  Inquiry — Scotland, 

Connty      warded  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Lord  Advocate, — •*  To  provide  for  the 
of  abolition  of  tolls,  and  of  statute  service  or  conversion  money,  as  far  as 

^^'        regards  public  roads  or  highways  in  Scotland." 

Col.  Hamilton.  Present^ — 

Col.  Ferrier  Hamilton  of  Caimhill  Thomas  Davidson  of  Drumley. 

Patrick  Boyle  of  Shewalton.  John  Parker  of  Assloss. 

James  Campbell  of  Craigie.  Bailie  Paterson,  Ayr. 

P.  W.  Kennedy  of  Drummillan.  James  Sinclair  of  Orangefield. 

W-  Cooper  of  Failford.  W.  F.  Blair  of  Bkir. 

Sir  James  Fergusson  of  Kilkerran.  Major  M'Alester  of  Kennox. 

Thomas  Anderson  of  Glendrisaig.  W.  Cochran  Patrick  of  Ladyland. 

James  McMillan  of  Changue.  John  Gilchrist  of  Plan. 

William  Brown  of  Greenockmains.  General  Smith  Neill  of  Swinridge. 

Hugh  Miller  of  Midton.  J.  P.  Wilson  of  Polquhaim. 

James  Morton  of  Belmont. 

Col.  Ferrier  Hamilton  in  the  Chair. 

The  requisition  calling  the  meeting  having  been  read,  there  was  laid 
before  the  meeting  the  Draft  Bill  above  mentioned, — **  To  provide  for  the 
abolition  of  tolls  and  of  statute  service  or  conversion  money,  as  far  as 
regards  public  roads  or  highways  in  Scotland,"  and  also  the  letter  irom 
the  Secretary  of  the  Lord  Advocate  to  the  Clerk  of  Supply,  transmitting 
the  same,  with  a  request  that  the  county  woold  £eivour  his  Lordship  with 
anyremarks  they  have  to  make  thereon. 

The  Convener  laid  before  the  meeting  a  letter  on  this  subject  he  had 
received  from  the  clerk  to  the  Road  Trustees  of  the  pounty  of  Haddington, 
dated  23d  December  1866,  and  also  a  Report  of  a  Committee  of  Road 
Trustees  of  that  county,  approved  of  by  a  General  Meeting,  held  at  Had- 
dington, 8th  January  1857. 

Thereafter  the^  Draft  Bill  having  been  taken  into  consideration,  Mr 
Campbell  of  Craigie  moved  the  following  resolution  : — ^^  The  meeting 
having  considered  the  Draft  of  a  Bill  by  Lord  Elcho, — ^  To  provide  for 
the  abolition  of  tolls,  and  of  statute  service,  or  payments  in  money  by  way 
of  conversion  thereof,  as  regards  all  public  highways  or  roads  within  Soot- 
land,  and  other  means  provided  for  the  maintenance  of  the  same  in  time 
coming,'  and  the  request  of  the  Lord  Advocate,  communicated  by  his 
secretary,  that  this  county  will  favour  his  Lordship  with  any  remarks 
they  may  have  to  make  upon  the  same, — are  of  opmion  that  no  case  is 
made  out  in  the  Draft  of  the  Bill  for  the  change  proposed :  it  is  not 
shown  that  the  expense  of  raising  the  revenue  bv  tolls  is  excessive,  £ar 
less  that  it  would  be  diminished  by  the  new  method  proposed  :  at  pre- 
sent the  expense  of  keeping  up  the  roads  is  paid  by  those  who  use  them, 
than  which  there  can  be  no  more  equitable  waj  of  raising  the  necessary 
revenue :  that  under  this  system  the  roads  m  this  county  have  been 
brought  into  excellent  order  at  no  unreasonable  expense:  that  their 
funds  are  generally  prospering,  and  the  debts  being  diminished.  In  these 
circumstances,  they  deprecate  the  change  proposed,  and  will  resist  the 
same  by  every  means  in  their  power." 

Which  motion,  having  been  seconded  by  Mr  Boyle  of  Shewalton,  was 
unanimously  agreed  to. 

Mr  Campbell  then  moved, — That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution  be 
sent  to  the  Lord  Advocate,  and  also  to  the  Clerk  of  Supplv  of  each 
county  in  Scotland,  to  be  laid  befpre  the  Commissioners  of  Supply  of  their 
respective  counties. 

Which  motion,  having  been  seconded,  was  also  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Ayr,  8th  June  1858. 
At  a  meeting  of  t^be  Commissioners  of  Supply  of  the  county,  called  to 
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receive  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Parliamentary  Bills  on— ^  a  Bill       County 
to  enable  comities  in  Scotland  to  abolish  tolls  and  statute  labour,  and  to         .^^ 
maintain  their  public  roada  and  bridges  by  assessment."  ^' 

Col.  Hamilton. 
Pre$ent, — 
Col.  Ferrier  Hamilton  of  Caimhill.   John  Fullarton  of  Overton. 
Patrick  Boyle  of  Shewalton.  Hugh  Miller  of  Midton. 

P.  B.  Mure  Macredie  of  Perceton.     A.  Montgomerie  of  Annick. 
J.  D.  Boswell  of  Garallan.  Thomas  Anderson  of  Glendrisaig. 

Thomas  Davidson  of  Drumley.  B.  Hunter  of  Hunterstone. 

Hugh  Hamilton  of  Pinmore.  R.  P.  Adam  of  Tour. 

Robert  Robertson  of  St  Ninians.       W.  Mackie  of  Knockgerran. 
James  Morton  of  Belmont.  R.  D.  Alison  of  Balgray. 

J.  J.  Burnett  of  Chidgirth.  James  Campbell  of  Craigie. 

John  Love  of  Threepwood.  Bailie  Moore,  Newton. 

Col.  Ferrier  Hamilton  in  the  Chair. 

The  notice  calling  the  meeting  having  been  read,  the  following  Report 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Bill  to  enable  counties  to  abolish  tolls,  etc.,  was 
laid  before  the  meeting  : — 

**  Your  Committee  have  considered  this  Bill  with  attention ;  but  as  they 
unanimously  consider  the  provisions  as.  ^uite  inapplicable  to  this  coimty, 
they  deem  it  unnecessary  to  enter  upon  its  enactments  in  detail. 

**  Departing  from  a  system  long  in  operation,  it  seeks  to  substitute  one 
altogether  experimental.  The  management  of  roads  in  this  county  has 
secured  to  the  public  a  vast  variety  of  useful  communications  between  all 
parts  of  the  county,  in  regard  to  which  it  may  be  said  with  truth,  that 
the  surface  is  in  general  well  kept ;  and  notwithstanding  the  recent  com- 
petition with  railways  in  many  districts,  great  improvements  have  been 
effected,  while,  still  speaking  generally,  a  great  amount  of  debt  has  been 
in  gradual  process  of  reduction,  until  many  lines  of  road  are  dear  of  debt, 
whQe  others,  even  in  cases  which  a  few  years  ago  seemed  the  most  despe- 
rate, have  been  considerably  relieved,  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  rates  of 
toll  in  some  districts  have  been  lowered. 

'*  Neither  does  the  expense  of  management  appear  to  vour  Committee 
to  be  extravagant,  since  it  is  calculated  that,  including  tne  profits  of  the 
toll-keepers,  the  total  in  respect  of  turnpike  roads  does  not  exceed  17  per 
cent,  on  the  750  miles  throughout  the  coimty,  while  that  of  the  650  miles 
of  the  parish  roads  does  not  exceed  14  per  cent. 

"  The  leading  objection  to  this  Bill  seems  to  be,  that  it  shifts  the 
burden  from  the  shoulders  of  those  who  ought  to  bear  it,  viz.,  those  who 
use  the  roads,  and  lays  it  upon  others.  And  your  Committee  consider 
that,  in  imposing  it  on  the  owners  of  heritable  property  and  agricultural 
tenants,  as  is  proposed  by  this  Bill,  in  accordance  with  the  usuall  conve- 
nient and  summary  method  so  frequent  in  recent  legislation,  substantial 
iniustioe  would  be  done,  in  respect  that  the  mining  and  trading  interests, 
which  occasion  bv  far  the  greatest  amount  of  traffic,  and  consequently  of 
expenditure,  on  the  roads,  would  thereby  escape  from  their  due  proportion 
of  the  expense  of  maintaining  them. 

**  It  is  true  that,  along  with  the  above  assessment,  it  is  proposed  to  lay 
another  upon  the  owners  of  certain  horses  and  mules  in  an  equal  propor- 
tion to  that  laid  on  proprietors  and  tenants,  which  would  open  a  door  to 
much  evasion. 

**  As  the  present  revenue  from  tolls,  compositions,  and  conversion 
money,  amounts  to  about  L.21,500,  any  assessment  approaching  to  this, 
making  a  large  allowance  for  any  supposed  saving  in  management, 
which  is  of  course  problematical,  considering  the  roll  of  assessment  to  be 
made  up,  etc.,  would  involve  a  large  annual  burden  upon  these  classes ; 


446  Turnpike  Road  Inquiry — Scotland. 

Coonty      whereas  the  payment  of  tolls,  being  fractional  and  occasional,  and  to  some 
^  extent  optional,  or  at  least  contingent,  it  is  submitted,  is  felt  as  a  mudi 

^^'        smaller  grievance  than  would  be  experienced  were  the  Bill,  which  is  per- 
CoL  BamiltOEk  missive  only,  to  be  enacted  and  adopted. 

^  The  machinery  contemplated  by  the  Bill  appears  to  your  Committee 
to  be  very  complicated,  and  vanous  of  its  provisions  to  be  unwork- 
able. 

'<  The  sections  applicable  to  the  case  of  parties  assessed  in  one  county 
entering  into  and  travelling  in  an  adjoining  county^  where  the  system  of 
tolls  is  maintained)  seem  especially  liable  to  this  ohjeetion. 

<*  The  exclusion  of  burghs  or  towns  from  the  operatioh  of  the  Bill 
seems  to  be  very  questimiable,  and  may  involve  many  practical  difficulties. 

^*  The  phraseology  in  several  of  the  sections  is  obscure.  The  provisions 
in  regard  to  the  valuation  of  existing  debts  afiEeeting  roads,  seem  objec- 
tionable ;  in  respect  that,  on  the  one  hand,  they  put  creditors  in  a  better 
position  than  at  present*  and  to  which  they  are  not  entitled ;  and  on  the 
other,  needlessly  put  tbem  in  a  worse  position  as  regards  arrears ;  while 
their  operation  seems  unfair  to  the  general  public,  as  equalizing  aU  man- 
agements, whether  good  or  bad,  in  its  claim  for  indemnification ;  although 
this  is  partially  remedied  by  Section  25,  which,  however,  does  not  appear 
to  apply  to  the  extent  of  debt  which  may  be  in  arrear. 

^  The  power  of  classification  of  lands  and  heritages  with  a  view  to 
assessment,  and  also  of  horses  and  mides,  conferred  on  the  County  Road 
Committee  and  County  Road  Board,  seems  to  open  a  door  for  partialitv 
and  jobbing ;  while  the  powers  given  to  the  valuator  of  debts,  who,  it  is 
proposed,  uiall  be  the  assessor  of  railways  and  canals  for  the  time  being, 
notwithstanding  the  right  of  appeal  conferred,  seem  excessive  and  arbi- 
trary in  their  nature  and  extent. 

*<  On  the  whole,  your  Committee  recommend  to  the  meeting  to  petition 
against  the  Bill." 

Which  Report  was  unanimously  approved,  and  the  following  petition 
against  the  Bill  adopted,  and  appointed  to  be  transmitted  by  the  Convener 
to  the  Member  for  the  county  for  presentation : — 

"  Unto  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
in  Parliament  assembled,  the  Petition  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Supply  of  the  county  of  Ayr,  convened  at  a  Special  Goieral 
Meeting  ; 

<<  Humbly  Sheweth, 

**  That  the  attention  of  your  Petitioners  has  been  directed  to  a  Bill, 
now  before  your  Honourable  House,  entitled,  *<  A  Bill  to  enable  counties 
in  Scotland  to  abolish  tolls  and  statute  labour,  and  to  maintain  their 
public  roads  and  bridges  by  assessment. 

'<  That  your  Petitioners  would  deprecate  the  enactment  of  the  said 
Bill  as  entirely  inapplicable  to  the  circumstances  of  this  county,  and  as 
overturning  a  system  which  has  been  long  in  operation,  and  under  which 
the  community  nave  obtained  the  j^reat  convenience  of  excellent  roads,  in 
great  numbers  and  in  every  direction,  while  it  appears  to  be  based  upon 
the  principle  of  perfect  justice,  that  tlie  expense  ii  maintaining  the  roads 
should  be  defrayed  by  those  who  use  them. 

<*  That  while  the  system  which  would  be  substituted  by  the  said  Bill 
would  be  altogether  an  experiment,  your  Petitioners  have  great  doubts 
whether  the  mschinery  contemplated  by  its  provisions  would  work 
smoothly,  and  it  appears  to  them  that  the  owners  and  occupiers  of  land 
would  find  that  the  heavy  assessment  to  be  laid  upon  them  would  (^;)erate 
with  great  severity ;  while  the  trading  and  mining  community,  whose 
traffic  occasions  the  greatest  amount  of  the  expenditure  upon  the  roads, 
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would  escape  from  a  large  proportion  of  the  taxation  which  now  justly       County 
and  equitably  falls  upon  them.  ^ 

**  May  it  therefore  please  your  Honourable  House  that  the  above  ^' 

Bill  may  not  pass  into  a  law;  and  your  Petitioners  shall  eyer  qqi.  Hamilton. 

pray." 


No.  XXIII.  Thomas  O&nmelly  Esq.,  Ayr,  Examined : — 

I  am  resident  in  Ayr,  and  have  had  occasion  to  turn  my  attention  to      Thomaii 
the  subject  of  the  abolition  of  tolls.    I  oonaider  the  present  system  cum-  G«™ro«*^  Esq. 
brous,  vexatious,  and  needlessly  expensive  to  the  public.    I  consider  it 
alio  ui\just  in  i)rinciple ;  my  reason  being,  that  people  are  interested  in 

food  roads,  not  in  proportion  to  the  tolls  they  pay,  but  to  the  stake  Uiey 
old  in  the  country. 

The  sub-dividon  into  small  Trusts,  renders  the  system  particularly 
oppressive,  from  the  tolls  being  placed  so  close  to  one  another.  I  think 
the  roads  should  be  managed  by  the  County  Trustees,  under  the  authority 
of  a  General  Board  for  all  Scotland,  by  a  uniform  system,  with  a  few 
Oovemment  surveyors  or  inspectors  to  inspect  the  works  and  accounts. 

I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  I  would  do  away  with  the  present  County 
Road  Trustees ;  but,  supposing  a  rate  were  levied,  it  might  be  more  equit- 
able to  give  a  representation  to  the  rate-payers. 

The  present  cost  of  the  whole  roads  in  the  county  of  Ayr,  I  take  to  be 
about  L. 24,000.  I  would  raise  one-half  of  that  sum  on  horses  at  L.l  a 
head, — the  horses  of  medical  men,  and  all  hired  horses,  to  pay  double;  but  I 
would  not  include  carters'  horses  under  this  head.  The  other  half  I  would 
lay  on  lands  and  heritages  (indudiog  minerals),  within  the  county  and 
burghs,  to  be  paid  one-half  by  owners  and  one-half  by  occupiers.  I  have 
reason  to  think,  that  there  is  a  very  considerable  sum  levied  from  the 
public  by  tolls,  beyond  what  is  required  for  the  maintenance  of  the  roads, 
—partly  in  maintaining  the  tollmen,  and  partly  in  these  tacksmen's  profits. 

This  I  would  reckon  at  much  more  thim  6  per  cent. ;  but  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  say  how  much. 

I  know  of  four  cases  in  which  the  tollmen  have  all  made  considerable 
gums  of  money. 

I  see  a  difficulty  in  regard  to  burghs,  as  I  do  not  think  that  they  would 
apee  to  any  system  which  took  the  management  out  of  their  hands,  or 
did  away  with  their  burgh  customs.  I  am  in  favour  of  doing  away  with 
these  customs — ^they  are  of  the  nature  of  a  toll.  I  think  the  burghs 
could  not  reasonably  desire  an  alteration  in  the  system  of  tolls  without 
giving  up  these  customs.  I  would  not  exempt  burghs  from  assessment 
any  more  than  counties,  but  I  would  hand  over  to  the  magistrates  the 
funds  raised  within  burgh,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  roads  and  streets 
within  the  parliamentary  boundaries. 

There  has  been  a  strong  feeling  in  the  burgh  of  Ayr  against  the  present 
tolls,  and  I  think  the  inhabitants  would  not  object  to  pay  the  same  rate 
of  assessment  as  the  county. 

In  regard  to  the  debt,  I  think  it  should  be  remitted  to  an  actuary  or 
competeat  party  to  value  it,  and  I  would  provide  for  it  by  a  small  addition 
to  the  annual  assessment  to  run  it  off  in  a  term  of  years,^the  same  way 
as  drainage  interest. 

In  regfurd  to  landholders  who  may  be  creditors,  and  whose  estates  may 
have  been  benefited  by  the  roads  for  which  the  advances  have  been  made, 
I  am  of  opinion,  you  could  not  draw  a  distinction  between  such  parties 
and  creditors  unconnected  with  the  district,  they  having  been  recognized 
as  creditors;  their  claims  must  be  ascertained  at  what  they  are  worth  at 
the  present  day. 
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Ayr,  Friday,  20th  May  1869. 


ICEMBBRS  PRESENT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.  |         Sir  James  Fergnsson,  Bart. 

MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  OHAHl. 

No.  XXIV.  Archibald  Finnie,  Esq,,  ProTost  of  Eilmamock,  Examined : — 

A.  Finnfe,  Esq.  We  hare  a  toll  on  all  the  turnpike  roads  which  enter  the  town.  None 
of  the  turnpikes  go  completely  through  the  burgh,  but  thej  come  con- 
siderably within  the  parliamentary  boundaries.  The  statute  labour 
money  leviable  within  the  police  boundaries  is  applied,  in  the  first  place, 
for  the  maintenance  of  thoroughfares  specified  in  the  Police  Act,  and  as 
fiir  as  it  will  go  afterwards  for  the  maintenance  of  the  side  streets.  The 
Police  Commissioners  have  power  to  call  upon  the  proprietors  to  supply 
any  deficiency  for  keeping  up  the  side  streets,  and  also  the  pavements  in 
the  main  streets. 

The  revenue  we  raise  from  statute  labour  amotmts  to  about  L.270  a 
year.  The  rate  is  levied  at  its  maximum.  We  have  no  custom  or  cause- 
way mail  applicable  to  the  maintenance  of  roads.  There  is  no  custom  on 
goods  passing  through  the  town.  Except  the  conversion  money,  we  have 
no  ftmd  applicable  to  the  maintenance  of  roads.  There  are  four  tolls 
within  the  parliamentary  boundary,  and  one  immediately  beyond  it. 
Three  of  these  tolls  have  been  removed  to  a  greater  distance,  although  two 
of  these  are  still  within  the  parliamentary  boundary. 

I  have  no  doubt  the  burgh  would  benefit  if  the  tolls  could  be  abolished 
and  some  equitable  system  of  assessment  adopted  in  their  stead.  If  such 
an  assessment  were  adopted,  I  could  hardly  give  an  opinion  whether  the 
burgh  should  be  included  in  the  county  or  kept  separate ;  but  I  have  felt 
lately  the  inconvenience  of  difierent  jurisdictions  within  the  burgh,  and  I 
even  suggested,  that  if  a  portion  of  the  tolls  could  be  made  over  to  the 
Police  Commissioners,  we  would  undertake  to  maintain  all  the  roads  and 
streets  within  the  parliamentary  boundaries  ;  which  would  be  just  carry- 
ing out  a  little  further  the  principle  which  has  been  already  adopted  in 
regard  to  the  statute  labour  money.  I  rather  think  it  would  be  better  to 
keep  the  buigh  distinct  from  the  county,  and  I  would  assess  the  area 
within  the  parliamentary  boundary,  and  maintain  our  own  burgh  roads 
and  streets  out  of  that  assessment. 

None  of  the  tolls  in  the  vicinity  of  Kilmarnock  check  one  another,  so 
that  a  cart  or  other  vehicle  passing  through  the  town,  has  to  pay  two 
tolls.  Three  different  turnpike  Trusts  have  roads  approaching  the  town. 
If  the  Trusts  could  be  consolidated,  the  evil  of  the  present  system  would 
be  greatly  remedied. 

I  have  always  thought  it  would  be  a  great  improvement  if,  by  a  mo- 
derate assessment,  the  tolls  could  be  done  away  with.  I  would  call  7d.  or 
8d.  in  the  £  rather  a  heavy  assessment ;  but  1  think  that,  in  Kilmarnock, 
we  could  maintain  the  streets  by  an  addition  not  exceeding  2d.  in  the  £ 
on  our  present  assessment. 


No.  XXV.  Alexander  Bell  Telfer,  Esq.,  Examined  : — 

Alexander   B.     I  am  resident  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ayr,  and  occupy  a  farm  in  the 
Telfer,  £»q.    district.     Its  extent  is  only  about  40  acres,  and  I  have  just  three  horses. 
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Most  of  mj  produce  is  carted  to  Ayr.    It  is  principally  dairy  produce  and       County  ^ 
potatoes.     I  compound  for  my  tolls  at  the  rate  of  L.5  per  annum, — ^but  I         .^^ 
should  mention,  that  I  have  the  means  of  getting  to  Ayr  by  the  shore,  ^' 

without  coming  on  the  public  roads,  otherwise  my  composition  would  pro-  A1ezand«r    B. 
bably  be  more  than  double.  Telfer,  Bsq. 

The  opinions  of  farmers  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ayr  on  the  subject  of 
tolls,  vanes  considerably.  I  think  they  prefer  an  assessment  on  the  rental 
of  their  farms  to  the  exaction  of  tolls.  At  present,  they  do  pay  an  assess- 
ment in  the  shape  of  statute  labour  money.  I  think  6d.  per  £  in  addic- 
tion to  the  present  conversion  money  would  not  be  objected  to  by 
farmers. 

In  regard  to  the  kind  of  assessment,  I  would  be  in  favour  of  laying  it 
partly  on  land  and  partly  on  horses,  including  agricultural  horses.  I  have 
considered  the  subject,  but  not  so  much  lately  as  formerly. 

As  far  as  I  have  heard  the  matter  discussed,  the  feeling  is  miivenral  as 
to  getting  rid  of  tolls;  the  difficulty  is  to  find  a  substitute. 


No.  XXVI.  Mr  David  Patrick^  Surveyor,  Examined :— - 

I  am  surveyor  for  the  Beith,  Irvine,  and  Largs  District  of  Turnpikes,  Mr  D.  Patrick, 
besides  all  the  statute  labour  roads  in  the  Beith  District^  and  several 
parishes  in  the  Irvine  District — altogether  about  254  miles  turnpike  and 
statute  labour — ^for  which  1  receive  about  L.200,  without  any  allowance 
for  horse  or  expenses.  I  have  no  overseer  under  me,  but  only  working 
men. 

The  statute  labour  roads  are  not  at  present  in  as  good  a  condition  as 
the  turnpikes.  We  have  not  the  funds  to  lay  out  upon  them.  In  order 
to  put  them  in  as  good  condition  as  the  turnpikes,  they  would  require  a 
considerably  larger  outlay.  The  traffic  on  the  statute  labour  roads  of  late 
years  has  in  some  parishes  ver^r  much  increased,  owing  to  mineral  traffic. 
I  speak  particularly  of  Kilbirme  and  Dairy  parishes,  in  both  of  which  ex- 
tensive mineral  works  have  been  established  during  the  last  twenty  years. 
There  is  one  road  in  Kilbimie  parish  about  one  and  a  half  miles  in  length, 
which  requires  about  L.90  to  uphold  it,  in  consequence  of  the  traffic  to 
the  railway  station.  The  traffic  on  that  road  is  equal  to  that  on  any  of 
the  turnpikes  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  it  is  about  as  expensive  to 
maintain. 

I  consider  it  a  great  advantage  that  all  the  roads  in  the  district  should 
be  under  the  same  surveyor,  dj  working  the  two  classes  of  roads  to- 
gether, they  can  be  worked  with  more  \idvantage  and  with  greater 
eeonoroy. 

It  is  upon  my  recommendation  that  the  money  is  laid  out  on  the  parish 
roads.  1  think  I  could  dispose  of  the  money  to  greater  advantage  by  being 
ehMed  to  lay  it  out  in  the  district,  irrespective  of  the  bounds  of  the 
parish  in  whidi  it  is  raised,  but  I  doubt  if  such  a  proposal  would  find 
favour  with  the  inhabitants. 

If  all  the  roads  in  the  district  were  formed  into  one  common  Trust,  with 
a  common  fund,  it  would  greatly  reduce  my  labour  in  keeping  the  separate 
accounts,  and  it  would  also  operate  favourably  in  enabling  the  tolls  to  be 
equalised,  and  the  surplus  of  one  road  to  be  applied  for  the  benefit  of 
another.  I  think  also  that  the  districts  might  beneficially  be  enlarged — 
probably  the  whole  district  of  Cunninghame  might  be  made  into  one  dis- 
trict. But  I  would  not  make  the  districts  larger  than  one  man  could  pro- 
perly overtake. 

I  have  taken  a  note  of  the  expenditure  on  roads  in  the  three 

2r 
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Omtr>      wiih  nUoh  L  %iii  mere  hmpe&t^j  qcnmeiQted,  yiz*,  Beiih,  Dairy*,  and 
.^'         Kilbinue»,  and  I  fiad  the  sum  upended  oo,  n^aint^iifuice  of  turB^ke 

^        roads  if L,l,17»    0    0 

MfiD.£^itoiik.^Aiido»pan8kvoad8|.    .........  656    0    0 

ToUl  oi»  VI  aier^gtt.of  tmQ  jwfin^    .        .    L.1^834    0    0 

I  find  akotliai  the  Talnatioii.  of  the  threes  pariahta  m  aJbout  L.8a,000 
whkh,  at  6d.  per.  £,  would  beL.2,076. 

I  think  an  aflMsaaent  to  that  anooat  would  he  verji  roudi  <^q^osed  hj 
the  farmers  and  others  in  the  neighhourhood.  I  do  not  think  thej  pay 
anytfanq;  like  that  aonount  at  present  ia  tolla  afid.  statute  labour  money. 

T^e  present  toll  revenue  in  these  parishes  is  chiefly  derived  from  the 
mineral  works  and  the  carrieBs.  As  a  proof  of  tlds,  before  the  establish- 
ment of  the  works  at  Dahry»  the  toll  at  the  end  of  the-  town  used  to  let  for 
about  L.120,  and  it  now  lets  for  about  L«500. 

It  would  be  very  difficult  to  devise  any  scheme  by  which  these  minenl 
works  could  be  made  to  pay  in  the  proportion  they  now  do,  as  we  always 
And  them  difficult  to  deal  with,  unless  we  have  the  power  of  pladng  a  toll 
oyer  them. 

I  was  eolieetor  of  staiute  labonr  oomrenioa.  in  Dairy  and.  Kilhimie 

grevious  to  the  date  of  the  present  Act,  when  there  was  an  assessment  on 
OTBesi  and  it  was  found  Tery*  difficult  to  collects— so  mueb  my^  that  tliiawas 
one  of  the  grounds  on  which  the  system  was  changed.  The  same  irimaik 
apptiea  to  the  diaiige  of 'Ss.  oa  hoiweboklers. 

There  is  a  carrier  in  Kilwinning  who  keeps  six.  horses^  payrog  a  rest  of 
L.20.  His  horses  are  constantly  employed,  and  pay  for  tolls  le.  a  day  for 
each  horse,  or  probably  L.90  a  year ;  whereas  an  assessment  at  6d.  per  £ 
on  his  rental  would  only  raise  lOa,  and  a  rate  on  horses  of.  L.l  per  hone 
would  onljr  realise  L.6  more. 

I  think  it  would  be  very  desimble  to  give  Trustees  power  to  convert 
parish  roads  into  turnpikes  where  this  nu^  be  deemed  beneficiid. 


No.  XXVII.  JoJm  Or<^,  Baq.,  Bxaminod  :— 

J.  Gray,  Esq.      I  am  town  clerk  of  the  burgh  of  Aj^t. 

We  receive  one-third  of  the  statute- labour  money  of  the  parish  of  Ayr, 
which  amounts,  on  an  average,  to  about  L.70  per  annum.  This  is  paid 
into  the  common  funds  of  the  burgh.  We  have  no  assessment  in  the 
burgh  for  paving  or  cleaning  the  streets.  It  is  all  paid  from  the  common 
good.  On  an  average  of  the  lAst  seven  years,  L.268  has  been  expended 
annually  on  the  streets  and  roads.  This  includes  an  average  of  L.97  far 
drainage. 

There  is  a  causeway  and  fair  custom  levied  in  the  burgh,  which,  I  be* 
lieve,  was  originally  intended  for  upholding  the  streets,  but  it  is  just  paid 
into  the-commoD  good,  and  haa  been  so  paid  for  a  long  time  past.  It  is 
now  farmed  out,  and  let  with  another  of  the  customs,  and  I  oonmder  that 
the  proportion  for  causeway  custom,  on  an. average  of  years*  is  about 
L.120.  The  other,  custom  with  which  it  is  let  may  be  taken  at  L.230. 
We  one  year  collected  these  ourselves^  and  the  A^y^myi  of  collecting  the 
two  came  to  L.70.    There  are.four  tolls  within  the  parliamentary  buigh. 

Our.  funds  are  at  present  somewhat  deficient  for  aU  the  eacpenaei  that 
necessarily  fidl  on  us  for  the  repair  of  the  streets. 

If  anji  arrangement  were  made  for  the  abolition  of  toUa,  and  an  amicos 
raent  substituted  for  them,  I  would  consider  it  preferable  thttt  the  bmgfa 
oft  Ayr  shonld  bekept  separate  from  the  county.    We  would  not^  however, 
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be  wiUing  to  undertake  the  burden  of  keying  all  tlie  roads  and  streets      CawaUff 
within  the  parliamentary  boiwdarics  in  repair,  for  tbe  nUce  of  haying  the         ^ 
tolls  abolished.     I  think  it  would  throw  a  heavier  buirden  on  the  inhabit-        ^jf^* 
tauts  than  the^  at  present  bear,  so  that  they  would  prefer  sabmitfthig  to-  j,  Otay  ,8011. 
the  present  evils  of  tolls  rather  than  nndertaJce  an.  asseflemeiif . 
^  I  would  confine  the  burden  of  maintaining  the  streets  on  the  totm*  e)a- 
tkefy  to  the  municipal  bc^daries  of  the  buivb  of  Ayr. 

I  do  not  tfaAok'  an  asaessraent  in  lieu  of  toUa  would  be  popidaar  in  the 
bargh. 


XXVIII.  Aleaxifuhr  Bdbfiony  Esq.,  Examined  :-^ 

I  reside  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ayr,  about  five  miles  ftom'  tewti.^    My    Alexander 
farm  is  about  400  acres  in  extent.    Ayr  is'  my  market  town,  and- 1  haTe  Halstoo,  Esq. 
two*  tolls  to  paT  in  going  there.    One  is  2d.  and  the  other  4d.  fer  a  leaded 
cavt     I  keep  five  pairs  of  horses.    Part  of  the  fiurm  is  pasture  land.    I 
cofBsider  a  pair  of  horses  would  be  re<|ttired  througboottheyear  to  perfiNrm' 
my  carriages  on  the  roads.    1  should  reckon  that  the  sum  I  pay  aamually' 
for  tolls  in  connection  with  the  &rm  is  L.IO  at  least.    I  alio  pay  about 
L«9,  68^  for  statute  labour  money. 

I  paid  a  larger  sum  for  statute  labour  money  before  the  pasaing  of  the> 
Aot  1647,  which  was  levied  on  the  old  valuation.  I  think  the  abolitSon  of 
tolls  would  be  an  advantage,  if  an  assessment  on  a  fiiir  prineiple  ooiild  be 
adopted  in  its  stead.  With  regard  to  the  two  schemes  of  assessment  on' 
rental  and  on  horses,  I  think  there  are  difficulties  in  both  cases.  I  think 
an  assessment  at  the  rate  of  6d.  per  £on  tillage  fturtns  would  be  considered' 
Tery  moderate,  whilst  on  grazing  fiurms  it  would  be  very  high,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  benefit  derived  by  them  from  roads  respectively.  A  classifica- 
tion of  farms,  to  remove  this  inequality,  would,  however^  be  almost 
impossible. 

As  far  as  I  am  myself  concerned,  such  an  assessment  would  be  fV  relief 
to  me,  compared  with  what  I  now  pay. 

I  think  tne  fairest  way  would  be,  if  it  were  possible,  to  lay  an  assess- 
nent  on  the  land  under  tillage,  and  that  parties  should  be  required  to 
naake  a  return  of  the  number  of  acres  und^  crop  every  year,  in  the  same 
way  as  the  statistical  netums  were  made  every  year  to  the-  Highland 
Soeiety. 

I  do  not  think  these  returns  would  be  expensive  to  make  up. 

I  think  it  might  be  an  advant^^e  to  admit  some  of  the  tenantry  into  the 
management  of  the  Road  Trusts.  They  have  certainly  as  deep  an  interest 
aaany  paities;iii.tfae  upholding  of  the  roads. 


No.  XXIX.  Mr  Jiwm  Dreman^  Examined>.-^ 

I  ant  a  farmer  near  Patna.    My  farm  consists  of  170^  aeres;    It  is  an     Mr  James 
arable  fkrm ;  and  I  make  extensive  use  of  the'  tununke  roads;    Hie*    Drennau. 
general  feding  of  tbe  farmers  in  the  county  is  against  the  toll*  system  as 
unequal  in  its  operation.    I  object  to  it,  not  so  much  on  aeoount  of  the 
amount  paid,  as  the  form  in  wmch  it  is  paid.    I  would  rather 'pig^  more- 
in:ai  different  form. 

But  although  I  have  a  strong  aversion  to  the  toll  system,  I  fihd:it- Wf 
difficult  to  name  a  substitute  that  would  be  satisfactory.  If  an  asMssment 
were  to  be  substituted,  I  would  prefer  one  on  rental  in  preftrence- to  one 
on  horses,  or  to  one  partly  on  rental  and  partly  on  horses^  as  beilig  likely 


452 


Turnpike  Road  Inquiry — Scotland. 


Goonty 

of 
Ayr. 

Ifr  Jamas 
Drennan. 


Mr  Andrew 
Mitchell 


to  be  more  cheai^y  collected.  Undoubtedly,  however,  such  an  assessment 
would  press  unequally  on  different  farms :  as,  for  example,  between  an 
arable  and  a  hiU  farm,  and  even  between  arable  farms  differently  worked 
— a  £urm  worked  on  a  four  years*  shift  employs  every  year  noore  horses 
than  one  on  a  six  or  seven  years'  coune. 

I  pay,  as  statute  labour,  1  per  cent,  on  my  rental. 

The  tolls  in  my  neighbourhood  press  very  unequally  in  different  direc- 
tions. If  I  go  to  Ayr— eight  miles — I  pay  two  tolls.  If  I  go  to  Maybole 
— eight  and  a  half  miles,  two  of  which  are  statute  labour — I  pay  four  tolls. 
If  I  go  to  Ochiltree,  I  have  a  choice  of  two  roads,  about  11  miles  each; 
on  one  I  pay  two  tolls,  on  the  other  four. 

I  think  a  consolidation  of  the  Trusts  would  be  of  advantage,  and  a  re- 
arrangement of  the  tolls.  I  think  the  statute  labour  and  tmmpike  roads 
should  both  be  placed  under  one  system  of  management. 

I  do  not  approve  of  the  present  system,  whereby  the  statute  labour 
money  is  expended  only  withm  the  parish  where  it  is  collected. 

If  tolls  were  abolished,  I  do  not  think  that  arable  fanners  would  consider 
6d.  per  £  an  extravagant  assessment.  But  I  think  the  fairest  mode 
would  be  to  assess  upon  means  and  substance  if  they  could  be  got  at ;  but 
I  am  aware  there  would  be  difficulty  and  dissatisfaction  in  attempting  this. 

I  think  a  proportion  of  tenant  farmers  in  the  county  might  be  admitted 
Into  the  management  of  the  roads,  if  they  were  directly  assessed  for  their 
maintenance. 

I  consider  that,  if  an  assessment  were  to  be  introduced,  a  small  propor- 
tion of  the  assessment  should  be  laid  on  the  owners^  instead  of  laying  it 
wholly  on  the  occupier. 

I  would  prefer  having  the  roads  under  the  management  of  a  Board,  of 
which  at  least  a  part  should  be  elected  members. 


No.  XXX.  Mr  Andrew  Miiekell^  Examined : — 

I  occupy  a  large  farm  in  the  countj  of  Ayr,  besides  fiurms  in  Suther- 
land, Ross,  and  Inverness.  My  Ayrshire  fann  is  a  pasture  farm  chiefly. 
I  have  always  five  horses  upon  it.  My  work  horses  are  not  vety  much  on 
the  road;  but  my  private  tolls  are  considerable.  I  am  17  miles  from 
Ayr,  and  when  I  drive  there  it  cost  me  2s.  l^d. ;  and  every  cart  costs  me 
Is.  ^d.  Ayr  is  the  town  with  which  I  principally  communicate.  My  fum 
is  in  the  parish  of  Straiten,  and  I  pay  nearly  L.4  per  annum  for  statute 
labour. 

I  would  be  glad  to  set  rid  of  tolls,  but  am  not  prepared  to  suggest  any 
other  system  in  lien  oi  them. 

X  cannot  answer  how  the  roads  are  kept  up  in  Sutherlaad ;  but  the  sum 
I  pay  as  a  tenant  there  is  very  small,  and  the  roads  are  excellent.  In 
Boss-shire  the  payment  is  heavier. 

In  Ayrshire,  I  consider  it  would  be  better  for  me  to  get  rid  of  tolls  by 
paying  an  assessment  of  6d.  per  £  ;  although  I  am  aware  I  use  the  roads 
less  than  those  do  who  live  nearer  the  market  town. 

If  aki  assessment  were  imposed  on  horses  at  the  rate  of  L.2  per  horse ; 
or  if  an  assessment  were  to  be  half  on  horses  at  L.l  each,  and  half  on 
land  at  3d.  per  £,  I  think  these  plans  would  be  equally  favourable  to  me. 
I  would  papr  the  same  amoimt  under  eadi.  I  think  there  might  be  an 
advantage  m  the  plan  of  raising  the  assessment,  both  on  rent  and  horses. 

Among  tenant-farmers  in  this  county  opinion  is  divided  in  regard  to  a 
substitute  for  toUs. 

I  calculate  that  the  sheep  from  all  my  farms,  pay  in  tolls,  on  an  average, 
at  the  rate  of  6s.  per  score,  or  about  L.90  a  year,  going  to  Falkirk  I  dis- 
pose of  6,000  or  6,000  sheep  every  year. 
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No.  XXXI.  Mr  Robert  ChUhriey  Examined:— 

I  am  a  large  £&nner  in  the  county  of  Ayr.  My  fann  contains  about  700 
arable  acres  in  the  parish  of  Dundonald.  Kilmarnock  is  my  principal 
market  town,  from  wnich  I  am  seven  and  a  half  miles  distant.  I  cannot 
get  into  the  town  without  paying  two  tolls ;  and  I  hare  two  tolls  besides 
these  on  the  &rm,  almost  at  the  very  gate.  I  compound  for  these  tolls ; 
and  pay  L.3  for  one,  and  five  guineas  for  the  other.  I  could,  however, 
evade  these  tolls  by  going  throujfh  my  own  fiirm.  But  I  pay  nearly  as 
much  as  if  my  carts  paid  every  time  they  went  through.  I  prefer  this, 
however,  to  pacing  tolls  constantly. 

My  own  feehng  is  very  much  against  tolls,  although  I  would  probablv 
pay  more  under  an  assessment,  and  I  would  be  willing  to  do  so.  I  think 
my  feelings  are  shared  by  the  most  of  the  fiirmers  I  have  spoken  to  on  the 
subject. 

I  think  an  assessment  on  horses  would  probably  be  the  fairest  mode  of 
assessment.  The  only  thing  which  passed  through  my  mind  was,  that  I 
did  not  see  how  you  could  thus  get  at  sheep  and  cattle,  for  which  a  con- 
siderable sum  is  now  paid  in  tolls.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  riffht  to 
put  the  assessment  wholly  on  lands  and  heritages.  I  pay  in  statute  labour 
money  about  L.8,  10s.,  besides  what  I  pay  in  tolls. 

The  traffic  on  the  roads  in  my  neighbourhood  is  chiefljr  bv  parties 
resident  in  the  locality.  But  we  have  two  freestone  quarries  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, from  which  stones  are  carted  to  Troon,  and  sent  by  railwav 
to  Glasgow ;  and  it  is  the  traffic  finom  these  quarries  that  supports  the  toll 
chiefly.  An  assessment  on  the  rental  of  these  quarries  would  not  be  any- 
thing like  sufficient  to  meet  the  damage  they  do  to  the  roads. 

I  consider  that  carters  should  pay  under  an  assessment  about  three  or 
four  times  as  much  as  a  fiEurmer  would  pay  for  his  horses. 

The  statute  labour  roads  in  my  neighbourhood  are  in  good  order.  They 
are  better  than  some  of  the  turnpikes,  and  not  so  good  as  others. 

I  see  no  reason  for  keeping  up  the  distinction  between  turnpike  and 
statute  labour  roads. 

I  see  a  great  difference  in  the  way  in  whidi  roads  are  managed ;  and 
those  that  are  best  kept  are  most  cheaplv  managed. 

I  think  it  would  be  very  useful  to  admit  some  of  the  tenant-farmers 
into  the  management  of  the  roads;  mv  reason  is,  that  there  are  some 
roads  on  which  Trustees  never  travel  at  all,  and  these  are  apt  to  be  neglected. 

I  do  not  see  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  raise  a  rate  of  L.3  or  L.4 
each  fit>m  the  class  of  carters  in  my  neighbourhood.  You  might  get  a 
more  respectable  class  of  men  as  carters. 
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XXXII.  Mr  John  Outhrief  Holmes,  Examined : — 

I  oocupj  a  farm  in  the  parish  of  Kilmarnock,  consisting  of  280  Scots 
acres.  It  is  wholly  arable.  Kilmarnock  is  my  market  town,  and  I  have 
one  toll  between  me  and  the  town.  I  have,  however,  a  private  road  which 
enables  me  to  get  there  without  passing  through  the  bar.  My  outlay, 
therefore,  for  toUs,  is  not  great ;  and  I  have  access  to  a  mill,  where  most  of 
mv  wheat  is  delivered,  either  by  a  paririi  road  or  a  turnpike  road,  free  of 
tou.  My  oats,  barley,  and  potatoes  are  all  sent  into  Kilmarnock.  I  keep 
four  pairs  of  horses,  and  pay  about  L.6  for  statute  labour  assessment. 

I  certainly  would  prefer  paying  an  assessment  in  lieu  of  tolls  if  part  were 
levied  on  horses  properly  classified,  and  the  remainder  by  a  rate  on  land.- 

I  see  a  great  cufficulty  in  raising  a  uniform  assessment  over  the  whole 
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CoHtty      county,  in  whatever  way  that  assessment  may  be  imposed,  whether  on  land, 
J^^  on  horses,  or  by  a  mixed  system. 

^^'  One  great  objection  I  have  to  the  toll  system  is,  that  when  I  have  to 

ifr  Join  ^eUrer  produce  on  the  other  side  of  Kilmarnock,  I  have  to  pay  two  tolls, 
which  are  situated  within  a  yerv  short  dastaace  of  one  another.  In  short, 
the  mhole  tovn  b  fswrouided  by  ioUs,  and  you  cannot  pass  thzoi^  it 
without  paying  two  tolls. 

I  Ahisk  it  wonld  ht  fair,  that  paying  at  one  tdUshoidd  relieve  from  ps^- 
mcnt  sufe  anotiwr  within  a  moderate  distance.  In  going  from  my  house  to 
Ayr,  ft  distance  of  13  miles,  I  have  to  pay  four  tolls.  Two  of  the  toHs 
hsTe  'been  rtduoed,  but  the  inoonTenience  of  paying  them  is  the  same. 

There  are  minerals  in  my  neighbourhood,  but  they  do  little  or  no  damage 
to  tte  vosds  by  reason  of  ihe  railway  commaiucation. 

The  streets  have  ihot  been  weU  kept  up  in  Kifaaanioek,  bat  they  sne 
BOW  impioying. 

From  what  I  know  of  the  feelines  of  the  farmers  generally,  I  thiak  thsf 
are  in  fisrour  of  getting  rid  of  toUs,if  thene  was  fair  chmiiottlian;  hut 
I  really  think  they  have  eot  studied  the  subject  very  much. 

I  wooid  wish  farther  to  mention,  that  I  think  the  statute  labour 
should  be  placed  under  the  same  management  with  the  turnpike 
I  think  a  saving  would  be  thus  effected,  and  the  rosds  better  kept.    I  wonkl 
combine  the  parishes  in  districts,  in  the  same  way  as  the  tunqpike  voads. 

I  decidedly  think  it  would  be  desirable  to  iutrodnoe  some  of  the  tenant 
iunmm  ^bto  the  management  of  the  roads ;  because  it  is  their  interest  to 
see  the  roads  well  kept  up.  I  would  have  aoertain  number  of  elected  memben 
poBsessad  of  a  particular  amount  of  qualification  in  the  rent  paid  bj  tbem. 

My  opinion  is,  that  one  surveyor  is  quite  qualified  to  look  after  the    *  ^ 
roads  in  Cunningham,  if  he  is  pr(^erly  paid ;  and  the  roads  would  ~ 
belter  kept  if  such  were  the  case. 


No.  XXXIU.  Thomas  Campbell,  Esq.,  Provost  of  Irvine,  Examined : — 

Thomss  Under  the  Ayrahire  Boads  Act,  we  receive  one-third  of  the  statute 

CampbeD,  Esq.  labour  money  collected  within  the  parish,  for  upholding  the  statute  labiii 
roads  within  the  burgh.  The  rest  of  the  streets  are  maintained  out  of  the 
burgh  funds.  These  ave  all  within  the  municipal  bounds.  There  are, 
bei&es,  some  turnpike  rosds  which  oome  within  the  parliamentary  boun- 
daiies.  The  bridge  and  its  approaches  are  now  kept  by  the  Turnpike 
Trustees,  but  they  reedved  an  accumulated  sum  of  L.dOO  which  had  ansen 
from  the  pontage,  snd  the  saterest  of  thb  is  applied  to  keeping  up  the 
bridge  sad  its  approaches.  We  have  no  custom  or  causeway  mail  Icried 
in  the  burgh,  which  is  possessed  of  considerable  poperty  in  land.  Tbease 
are  two  tolls  within  the  parliamentary  boundaries,  and  one  immediately 
beyond  these  boundaries. 

The  nearness  of  the  toll  to  the  north  of  the  town  tends  to  check  the 
increase  of  the  town  in  that  direction. 

The  tolls  are  not  much  complained  of  in  Irvine.  Supposing  an  assess- 
ment were  laid  on  as  a  substitute  ior  tolls,  I  am  unable  to  say  whether  the 
inhabitants  wouM  be  willing  to  bear  their  share  of  it. 

I  should  think,  for  my  own  part,  it  would  be  better  that  die  burgii 
should  be  assessed  in  common  with  the  county,  rather  than  have  a  sepaiale 
saanagemeat  for  the  streetsand  roads  within  the  psrliamentary  boundanes. 

I  am  connected  with  roads  both  in  Dumfries  and  Kirkcudbright,  where 
the  roads  are  better  and  the  tolls  fewer  than  in  this  county,  in  which  I  oon- 
sider  they  are  unnecessaitiy  numerous. 

I  tUnk  any  system  would  be  an  improvement  which  would  render  Ihe 
tolls  less  numerous,  by  consolidation  of  Trusts  or  otherwise.  But  I  have 
sot  eoModend  the  scheme  of  assessment  in  lieu  of  toUs. 
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No.  XXXIV.  James  Baird,  Esq.  of  Gambnsdoon,  Examined  : — 

I  am  a  proprietor  in  the  county  of  Ayr.  I  have  ironworks  in  the  J.  Baird,  Eaq. 
parishes  of  Dairy,  Kilwinning,  Anchinleck,  Mnirkirk,  and  Ardrossan. 
All  of  these  works  have  direct  communication  with  railways  by  sidings. 
With  the  exception  of  a  little  lime  driven  to  our  works,  for  which  we  pay 
toll,  there  is  little  ether  cartage  over  the  roads  to  eur  ironworks.  At 
present,  therefore,  in  respect  of  our  mineral  traffic,  we  pay  no  tolls.  If  an 
assessment  were  imposed  in  lieu  of  tolls,  on  lands  and  heritages,  it  would 
affect  us  a  little,  but  not  to  any  very  great  extent.  The  rent  put  upon  the 
furnaces  we  consider  high.  If  the  tolls  were  taken  away,  it  would  be  a 
great  relief  to  the  occupiers  of  small  houses,  most  of  whom  consume  from 
ten  to  twelve  carts  of  coal  in  a  year,  on  each  of  which  they  will  pay  4d. 
to  6d.  for  tolls. 

I  am  an  admeate  fe  the  ikbolitioik  of  tolls  g«nera31y,  and  •  I  think  the 
best  substitute  would  be  an  assessment  on  lands  and  heritages,  payable, 
one-half  by  owners  and  one^faalf  by  occupants.  I  do  not  thmk  a  rate  on 
horses  would  be  either  as  fair  or  as  simple.  In  respect  to  carters,  they 
are  carrying  fivr  people  who  are  small  hotaeboiders  and  shop-keepers,  on 
whom  the  tax  would  eventually  faU,  and  who  would  be  relieved,  if  the  tolls 
were  abolished,  Wf  faavuig  the  canna^  petformed  cheaper;  and  tl:ts  is 
mie  of  the  tlungs  whieh^  I  think,  in  a  very  km  years  would  adjust  itsetf. 
Tolls  are  at  present  a  great  nuisance,  as  interruptions^  and  are  often  not 
placed  in  the  best  position.  I  woM  say  the  price  of  ^  tolls  i»  enhatieed 
at  heat  10  per  cent,  by  the  interruption  of  having  to  stop  and  pay  toll  and 
start  again.  This  i^sfMies  more  particularly  to  carriages.  I  think  it  would 
be  a  great  benefit  to  the  public  if  to&s  eeiild  be  removed)  (and  I  thiftk  Itte 
roads  would  be  better  and  more  cheaply  kept.  In  the  county  of  At^yll, 
I  believe  this  to  be  the  ease.  I  would  pay  an  assessment  of  6d.  per  £ 
without  any  reluctance,  If  tolls  lv«re  done  away  with. 

I  think  the  roads  in  Ayrshire  are  not  wdl  managed,  especialfy  the 
parish  roads.  There  is  a  great  multiplication  of  t<)tls,  and  at  the  outlet 
of  every  parish  ro*d  you  are  met  bv  a  toll.  There  is  one  drive,  from  Ajt 
•round  by  Maybole  and  Culaean,  of  about  25  miles^  upon  which  you-  have 
to  pay  seven  tolls  for  a  pair  of  horses,  most  of  them  Is.  each.  fVom  my 
own  house,  which  is  only  three  miles  from  Ayr,  if  I  go  into  town  by  mie 
road  and  out  by  another,  1  have  to  pav  two  tolls. 

The  heavy  traffic  is  now  entirely  taken  off  these  roads  by  the  rinlwaya, 
and  I  think  some  of  the  Trusts  seem  to  have  more  money  than  they  can 
spend  profitably.  They  are  in  some  cases  widenmg  ^  metid  bed  of  th^ 
read,  notwithstanding  tbe^diminution  of  the  tr«iffic 

I  think  the  parii^  roads  would  be  better  managed  if  amalgamated  inilt 
the  turnpike  roads,  and  placed  all  under  one  svstem,  eaoh  covantf  having 
the  entire  management  of  the  whole  roads  withm  its  own  bounds.  Even 
if  the  toll  system  were  continued,  I  think  the  T^niMs  miffht  be  adviA- 
tageously  consolidated,  and  the  six^mile  clause  given  effleet  w^. 

1  think  the  toll  svstem  is  an  expensive  one,  and  employs  more  men  than 
is  necessary  for  collecting  the  amount  of  revenue,  wnereas  we  have  the 
madnnery  for  oolletiting  county  irates  under  the  Taluation  Rdl  ah«ady 
established. 

In  any  readjustmetit)  I  Mat  the  debts  shouhl  be  vidutfA  at  irhil  they 
are  at  present  worth. 
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XVn.  COUNTY  OP  WIGTOWN. 


Dumfries^  Friday^  3rd  June  1859. 

MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

WiUiam  Smythe,  Esq.      |      Sir  James  Ferguason,  Bart. 
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County 
Wiirtiwn.  ^®'  ^*  ^^""^  J^I^MHj  Esq.,  Wigtown,  Examined  :— 

JamM  I  am  general  derk  to  the  road  Trustees  of  the  county  of  Wigtown.  There 

M'Lean,  Esq.  is  onW  one  Trust,  or  one  set  of  Trustees  for  roads  and  bridges  in  Wi^ 
townshire»  under  a  Local  Road  Act  dated  1802,  which  as  regards  the 
turnpike  roads  was  renewed  in  1823»  and  afterwards  hj  the  Annual  Turn- 
pike Renewal  Act ;  but  the  administration  is  sub-divided  into  the  three 
heads  of  turnpike  roads,  statute  labour  roads,  and  bridges.  Eveir  person  k 
qualified  as  a  Trustee  who  is  proprietor  of  land  in  his  own  rights  or  thai 
of  his  wife,  of  L.100  Scots  of  valued  rent,  or  the  factor  of  such  proprietor 
where  the  real  rent  is  L.400  or  upwards.  The  sheriff,  and  sheiiBr-sob- 
stitute,  and  the  chief  magistrate  of  each  royal  burgh,  are  «r  ojfkdo 
Trustees. 

The  only  turnpike  road  in  the  county  is  from  Newton  Stewart  by  Glen- 
luce  and  Stranraer  to  Portpatrick,  with  two  branches  to  Ajrshire,  extend- 
ing in  all  to  nearly  61  miles.  There  are  at  present  six  toll-bars  let 
annually  by  public  roup  to  tenants,  at  rents  amounting  to  about  L.600  a 
year,  including  mail  coach  duties.  There  is  no  debt  on  the  turnpike 
roads  except  a  balance  of  about  L.300  due  to  the  treasurer  on  his  account 
current 

The  statute  labour  roads  in  the  oounty  extend  to  about  380  miles,  ex- 
clusive of  sundry  private  or  fiurm  roads  made  and  maintained  bjr  proprie- 
tors at  their  own  expense.  The  cost  of  making  and  maintainmg  the 
statute  labour  roads  is  raised  by  assessments  as  under : — 

Ist,  On  the  occupants  of  lands  (whether  owners  or  tenants),  at  the  rate 
of  308.  sterling  on  every  L.100  Scots  valuation. 

2nd,  On  the  occupants  of  houses  and  gardens  in  towns  and  villages,  at 
the  rate  of  6d.  sterling  on  everv  L.l  sterling  of  the  real  rent  or  annual 
value  of  such  houses  and  garaens : — all  houses  below  Ii.6  sterling  per 
annum  being  exempt. 

3rd,  On  persons  keeping  horses  for  travelling,  carriers,  carters,  ^c,  at 
6s.  sterling  for  each  norse  kept  during  the  year,  agricultural  horses 
not  being  chargeable.  No  person  is  chvgeable  in  more  than  one  of  the 
above  capacities,  viz.,  the  highest. 
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The  whole  statute  labour  assessments  in  the  county  amount  to  about      Gounty 
L.  1,200  a  year.    A  table  or  report  is  now  handed  in  to  the  Commissioners,     Tjr'J^ 
showing  the  amount  of  assessment  from  every  s6uroe  in  each  parish.  Wigtown. 

There  is  no  division  into  districts,  excepting  as  respects  the  keeping  of  James 
the  turnpike  funds  separate  from  the  statute  labour  road  money ;  and  as  M'LeaD,  lEsq. 
regards  the  latter,  there  is  a  separate  account  of  the  revenue  and  expen- 
diture in  each  parish,  the  road  money  of  one  parish  not  being  applied  to 
the  roads  of  another.  There  is  only  one  derk  to  the  road  and  bridge 
.Trustees,  whose  duties  are  to  attend  all  meetings  of  the  Tlrustees,  to  write 
the  minutes^  and  keep  the  books  and  accounts,  etc.  He  is  paid  a  saluy 
of  L.30  a  year  from  the  toll  funds,  and  2^  per  cent,  on  the  assessments 
for  statute  labour  roads,  amounting  to  about  other  L.30  a  year.  These 
allowances  are  in  full  of  all  trouble  and  charges,  except  outlays  for  print* 
ing  and  advertising,  etc.  The  toll  funds  are  collected  by  a  treasurer  who 
receives  2^  per  cent,  on  the  nett  amount  recovered.  There  is  a  collector 
6f  the  statute  labour  assessment  for  each  parish,  who  is  allowed  6  per  cent, 
on  the  amount  collected.  There  are  two  surveyors  for  the  whole  county, 
each  surveyor  having  a  distinct  district.  The  upper  district  contains 
nine  parishes,  including  the  burgh  and  parish  of  Stranraer.  The  lower 
district  contains  eight  parishes.  The  surveyors  have  a  salary  of  L.95  per 
annum  each,  one-half  being  charged  against  the  turnpike  funds,  and  the 
other  half  on  the  statute  la^ur  assessments,  proportionably  to  the  amount 
in  each  parish.  Their  duty  is  to  take  charge  of  the  practical  details  of 
making  and  repairing  the  turnpike  and  statute  labour  roads,  under  the 
supervision  of  a  committee  of  Road  Trustees  in  each  parish. 

Strictly  speaking,  there  is  no  separate  Bridge  Trust  in  Wigtownshire. 
The  Boad  Act  authorizes  the  Commissioners  of  Supply  to  impose  an 
assessment  on  the  heritors  of  the  county  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  48.  2d. 
sterling  on  every  L.lOO  Scots  of  valued  rent,  which  yields  L.139, 178. 
yearly^  and  is  administered  by  the  Road  Trustees.  There  is  no  charge  on 
the  bridge  money  for  management,  and  it  all  goes  to  build  and  maintain 
bridges  on  statute  labour  roads, — ^the  bridges  on  turnpike  roads  bdng 
built  and  maintained  out  of  the  toll  funds. 

The  roads  in  Wigtownshire,  with  the  exception  of  the  through  road  and 
its  branches,  are  statute  labour  roads,  and  maintained  by  the  occupiers. 
I  may  observe,  however,  that  the  sum  at  present  levied  from  occupants  of 
land,  is  the  maximum  allowed  by  the  Act,  and  it  is  found  inadequate, 
especially  in  the  more  cultivated  and  populous  districts,  and  we  have  no 
fund  for  improvements,  which  have  been  frequently  executed  by  the 
proprietors  at  their  own  expense. 

.  There  is  a  considerable  amount  of  debt  affecting  the  statute  labour 
roads.  It  amounted,  in  all,  at  Whitsunday  1858,  to  upwards  of  L.3,000. 
This  debt  arises  from  sums  which  have  been  expended  by  proprietors  on 
the  construction  of  new  roads,  for  which  the  funds  <^  the  road  have,  by  a 
minute  of  the  Trustees,  been  impignorated,  but  upon  which  generally  no 
interest  has  ever  been  paid.  In  many  cases,  the  prospect  of  the  repay- 
ment of  the  debt  must  be  very  remote.  The  roads,  after  being  so  made, 
are  maintained  at  the  expense  of  the  parish. 

The  farmers  in  Wigtownshire  do  not  complain  that  they  are  called  upon 
to  pay  for  statute  labour  money,  at  a  rate  Yielding  an  aggregate  amount  of 
twice  that  which  is  annually  levied  for  tolls  in  the  county,  and  the  reason 
is  very  obvious,  because  they  take  this  burden  into  consideration  in 
offering  for  their  farms. 

There  are  frequent  complaints  of  the  road  money  being  levied  on  the 
old  valued  rent,  under  which  a  less  rented  farm  often  pays  a  larger  sum 
for  road  money  than  a  higher  rented  farm.  With  reference  to  these 
complaints,  I  have  now  been  authorized  to  take  steps  under  the  Valuation 
Act,  for  having  the  assessment  levied  according  to  the  real  rent. 
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<3MNity  It  is  considered  obligatory  under  the  Act  to  expend  the  ftuids  raued  in 

wwLm       *  parish  on  roads  within  that  parish  ;  but  with  eonsent  of  two-thilrdft  of 

Wigtown.     ^1^^  proprietors  according  to  their  vahiod  rents,  a  portion  may  foe  expended 

JaiiMB       ^  *^  adjoiniAg  parish.    We  find  no  incenvenienee  from  tke  nde  whidi 

£8^.  thns  limits  the  application  of  the  money. 

Ordinary  repairs  on  biidges  are  executed  by  the  surreyor  at  tke  ttght  of 
4ene  or  two  of  the  Trustees ;  but  when  it  is  desired  to  make  improvements, 
txr  construct  new  bridges,  application  must  be  made  for  the  sanction  of  the 
genera]  Road  Trustees.  They  generally  act  upon  the  report  of  a  cou^ 
mittee,  and  fix  the  sum  to  be  expended.  We  have  for  many  yean  part 
4)cen  accumulating  a  large  sum  ont  of  the  bridge  mone  j,  for  the  purpose 
of  rebuildmsf  or  imiproring  the  Bridge  of  Bladnoch,  at  Wigtown.  The  sun 
ttccomnlatea  for  this  purpose  «raomits  now  to  about  L.1,30(K  The  esti^ 
mated  oost  of  an  iron  bridge  may  be  stated  at  L.2,600. 

The  streets  in  the  burgh  of  Wi^wn  are  nudntained  almost  eKctuarel^r 
out  of  the  road  money  of  the  parish.  This  is  also  the  case  in  Whitbom, 
In  Stranraer,  the  turnpike  road  passes  through  the  town,  ^nd  is  main- 
tained by  the  Toll  Trust  fiinds,  which  is  also  the  cane  as  to  Newton 
Stewart.  The  remainder  of  the  streets  in  these  places  are  nuuntakied  out 
of  the  Statute  Labour  Road  funds. 

I  think  there  would  not  be  much  objection  in  the  county  to  abtrfudn^ 
the  tolls  altogether,  and  substituting  an  assessment  in  lieu  of  them.  The 
veal  rent  of  the  county  is  upwards  of  L.  162,060,  exdusive  of  the  Imrgha. 
It  appears  from  the  accounts,  that  the  outlay  at  present,  on  mainteMmee 
of  the  turnpike  and  statute  labour  roads  m  the  county,  including  the 
bridge  money,  may  be  taken  at  L.2,200  per  annun.  An  assessment  of 
8d.  or  4d.  per  £  on  lands  and  heritages,  acoording  to  the  Valuation  RolL 
would  be  fmly  sufilcient  for  producing  the  abore  sum.  I  do  not  t^ink  it 
would  be  expedient  to  levy  any  assessment  on  horses. 

I  think  that  our  present  Act  is  deficient  in  refpard  to  powers  for  taking 
land  for  the  formation  of  new  lines  of  road,  and  it  would  be  denxnble  if  a 
general  Act  could  be  obtained  containing  provisions  something  of  the 
nature  of  those  in  the  Lands  Clauses  Gonsoudation  Act,  and  I  think  it 
would  be  very  important  if  the  county  had  the  power  of  increasing  the 
rate  of  assessment,  without  requiring  to  apply  for  a  new  Act.  I  would 
raise  the  assessment  on  the  real  rent.  I  conmer  the  rent  of  a  house  or  a 
farm  is  generally  a  pretty  fair  criterion  of  the  use  which  the  occupant 
makes  of  the  roads.  Any  increased  assessment,  I  would  suggest,  nugkl 
fairly  be  laid,  one-half  on  owners,  and  one-half  on  occupants. 

I  think  it  would  be  a  very  good  distinction  to  lay  a  rate  for  impnmng 
nr  forming  new  roads  on  the  owners  of  properlj,  and  a  rate  lor  maintain- 
ing the  roads  on  occupants  only. 

For  the  two  years  previous  to  1868-59,  the  expenditure  of  the  turainke 
n>ad  was  in  excess  of  the  income.  This  arose  principally  firom  the  in- 
creased rate  of  wages,  and  partly  from  a  fall  in  the  toll  rents.  There  m 
reason  to  expect  a  still  further  reduction  of  our  revenue,  when  the  rail- 
way to  Portpatrick  (which  is  now  in  oourse  of  formation)  shall  have  ben 
opened.  The  traffic  upon  the  road  will  then  become  even  still  more  kcal 
than  it  is  at  present. 

I  think  the  qualification  for  a  Rond  Trustee  should  be  the  same  as  thfti 
of  a  Oommissioner  ci  Supply.  I  never  heard  any  expression  from  tenants 
as  if  they  desired  to  have  a  share  in  the  management ;  and,  after  all,  it 
must  be  remembered  that  a  tenant's  interest  is  but  a  temporary  one.  I 
have  found  that  proprietors  of  large  estates  are  genen^y  dii^owd  to  take 
an  enlarged  view  of  sueh  snlgeets. 
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County 

No.  II Owrge  Ouihrie^  Esq.,  Factor  for  the  Bight  Hon.  Lord  Stair.      ^.  of 

Wigtown. 

Copt  Letter,  Mr  Guthrie  to  the  Secretary.  Geoige 


Rbphad,  Stravbabb, 
26tA  May  1859. 

Sib, — I  have  no  particular  wish  to  be  examined  before  the  Royal 
Ck>mnii88ion  on  Roads,  and  as  it  would  take  three  whole  days  to  meet  the 
Commissioners  at  Dumfries,  I  don't  propose  to  attend. 

I  may  mention  that  I  expect  we  snail,  in  the  course  of  a  year  or  two» 
be  able  to  dispense  altogether  with  tolls  in  this  county,  and  support- all 
our  roads  by  statute  labour  conversion. 

I  consider  statute  labour  conversion,  imposed  en  tenants^  is  only  a  cum- 
brous and  expensive  mode  of  levying  an  assessment,  which  really  in  the 
end  falls  upon  property.  I  believe  it  would  be  much  better  to  lay  the 
burden  dtneUy  on  property  (tenants  remaining  liable  for  the  tax  during 
current  leases),  and  to  allow  the  Road  Trustees  of  each  county,  within 
certain  fixed  umits,  to  fix  assessments  on  uparaU  parishes^  according  to 
real  rent. 

The  road  management  should  be  more  liberal  than  at  present,  including 
proprietors,  fuion  on  estates  of  a  certain  rental,  and  representatives  firom 
communities  in  villages  and  towns,  corresponding  to  their  rental  as- 
sessed on. 

In  mannfietcturing  and  populous  town  districts,  I  connder  there  is  no 
mode  of  supporting  roads  more  hk  and  equal,  or  less  burdensome,  than 
by  tolls  as  at  present. — ^I  am,  Sir,  your  very  obedient  Servant, 

Geo.  Guthbie. 

Alex.  Macdul^  Esq. 


Gnthrie,  Esq. 
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XVm.  STEWAETRY  OIT  KTRKCUDBRTSHT. 


VumfrieBy  Saturday,  I9th  March  1859. 


Stowartry 


lOaiBBIlS  PBOBHtr. 

WiUiam  Smjthe,  Esq,  |  Duncan  McLaren,  Esq^, 

MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE.  eHAlRV 


Kirkcndbri  ht  ^^'  ^'  ^^  ^*^*  ^^'  '**  ^^"^  ^  Selkirk,  Examined.:— 

Rijrht  Hon.  ^'foca,  a  landed  proprietor  in  ihe  9tewarti7,  and' have  for -20  jears  pnt 
Earl  of  8el-  taken  a  considerable  interest  in  matter?  connected  with  the  roads  tlKre. 
kiric  The  turnpike  and  statute  labour  roads  in  the  Stewartiy  are  r^^tilated  bj 

a  local  Act,  3  and  4  Yict.  cap.  102.  The  turnpike  road^  are  divided  into 
14  districts.  Bj  section  7  there  is  a  power  given  to  the  Trustees,  at  anj 
ffeneral  meeting,  to  consolidate  or  subdivide  districts.  There  are  eertain 
IVustees  who  form  a  committee  for  each  district,  who  are  generally  the 
proprietors  or  those  interested  in  that  district.  These  Trustees  under- 
take the  management  of  the  roads  in  that  particular  Trust ;  but  they 
are  always  subject  to  the  action  of  the  general  meeting  of  Trustees, 
meeting  twice  a-year  at  the  county  town,  to  whom  they  report.  In  all 
cases  of  alterations  or  improvements  upon  the  roads,  it  is  considered  ne- 
cessary to  have  the  sanction  of  the  General  Meeting  of  Trustees,  but  in  cases 
of  emergency  the  local  Trustees  act.  In  cases  of  extraordinary  expenditure 
beyond  the  ordinary  outlay,  the  treasurer  would  probably  refuse  to  honour 
the  drafts  of  the  District  Trustees,  but  no  absolute  rule  has  been  fonnd 
necessary  to  limit  the  expenditure  by  the  District  Trustees.  The  whole 
funds  of  the  14  districts  are  paid  into  the  hands  of  one  treasurer,  who 
keeps  separate  accounts  for  each,  and  has  given  caution  for  his  intromis- 
sions. Supposing  a  district  were  to  expend  beyond  the  amount  belonging 
to  it  in  the  treasurer's  hands,  and  to  draw  upon  the  treasurer  for  that 
sum,  he  ought  not  to  honour  these  drafts ;  but  in  practice,  when  the 
amount  is  not  excessive,  he  has  been  in  the  habit  of  advancing  ftt>m  the 
^ds  of  other  Trusts  in  his  hands. 

Some  years  ago,  a  party  of  the  Trustees  thought  it  would  be  expedient 
that  the  system  of  separation  of  the  roads  into  separate  Districts  or  Trusts 
should  be  abandoned,  and  the  whole  of  the  money  thrown  into  one  coit- 
solidated  fund.  Another  party  resisted  this,  on  the  score  of  its  illegality 
under  the  local  Act.  After  a  contest,  which  went  on  for  several  years, 
and  opinions  of  counsel  had  been  taken  upon  both  sides,  and  the  question 
having  been  adjourned  from  one  half-yearly  meeting  to  another,  Uie  idea 
of  a  litigation  was  at  length  abandoned,  and  the  Trusts  were  allowed  to 
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remain  separate.    During  the  time  tbat  this  contest  went  on,  the  Mail     atewaiirgr 
Trust  aocumttkUed  a  considerable  sum  of  surplus.    When  the  contest  ^ 

was  ended  hy  a  compromise,  I  submitted  to  the  general  meeting  of  Road  ^"*c"dbrigatt 
Trustees,  a  scheme  whereby  the  tolls  upon  those  Trusts  where  the  income  RjgHt  Bonw 
exceeded  the  expenditure,  should  be  reduced,  and  after  some  years'  ex-    iarl  of'S«J- 

Sffience  it  has  been  found  that  this  has  brought  the  income  and  expen^  kirk, 
ture  to  balance  one  another  almost  accurately.  A  great  deal  of  aiffi- 
ci^ty*  however,  was  raised  with  regard  to  the  disposal  of  the  sum  of 
money  that  had  already  accumulated  whilst  the  contest  was  going  on. 
I  proposed  that  the  whole  of  thb  should  be  assigned  to  those  Trusts  that 
were  m  debt,  taking  their  bonds,  bearing  interest,  for  the  amount.  This 
was  done  in  some  cases,  as  will  be  seen  from  an  inspection  of  the  financial 
statement ;  but  some  parties  baring  questioned  the  l^aHty  of  this  pro- 
ceeding, it  was  not  carried  out  to  the  nill  extent  that  it  might  have  been. 

When  the  question  was  first  mooted  as  to  the  expediency  of  consoli* 
dating  the  districts,  I  hdd  great  difficulty  in  making  up  my  mind  as  to 
whether  it  was  expedient  or  not ;  but,  having  considered  the  question  for 
a  good  many  ^ears,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  separation  of 
the  toll-roads  into  districts,  and  the  keeping  the  funds  separate,  is  expe- 
dient. My  reason  for  believing  so  is  this :  in  some  instances  a  much 
laiger  number  of  Trustees  have  an  interest  in  a  road  of  small  traffic  than 
there  are  who  have  an  interest  in  a  road  of  large  traffic,  and  the  tendency 
in  consequence  would  be  to  render  the  roads  most  travelled  tributary  to 
those  that  have  less  traffic  upon  them.  The  roads  of  smaller  traffic  pass 
through  the  barren  and  moorland  districts  of  the  county.  In  those  moor- 
land £striets,  property  is  much  more  subdirided  generally,  and  in  conse- 
quence the  moorland  parishes  furnish  a  much  greater  number  of  Road 
Trustees.  It  appears  to  me  also,  that  there  would  be  a  much  more  severe 
struggle  at  the  Oeneral  Road  Meeting,  in  case  of  any  alterations  or  im- 
provements being  required  in  a  district,  if  the  funds  were  to  be  drawn 
finom  other  districts* 

At  the  same  time,  I  see  no  objection,  and  I  think  it  might  be  attended 
with  advantage,  if  there  were  a  re-arrangement  of  districts.  But  I  would 
be  unwilling  to  do  anything  immediately,  because  there  is  a  railway  at. 
present  in  the  course  of  construction,  extending  from  Dumfiriea  to  New- 
ton-Stewart (about  60  miles),  from  one  end  of  the  county  to  the  othezv 
and  I  conceive  it  admits  of  no  doubt  that  the  opening  of  this  railway  must 
make  a  complete  change  in  the  state  of  the  traffic  upon  the  different 
roads.  Some  of  those  roads  that  have  hitherto  been  the  roads  of  the 
largest  traffic — that,  for  instance,  that  stands  at  the  head  of  the  list  as  the 
Mul  Trust — will  probably  lose  the  greater  part  of  their  traffic,  while 
others  will  have  much  more  than  they  have  hitherto  had. 

We  have  one  county  surveyor,  under  whom  all  the  roads  in  the  county 
(whether  turnpike  or  statute  labour)  are  placed,  and  he  has  two  assistants, 
whose  duty  it  is  to  attend  to  the  statute  labour  roads.  Under  him  also 
the  erection  of  bridges  out  of  the  bridge  mone^  is  placed.  When  an  im* 
provement  or  alteration  of  any  consequence  is  required,  the  surveyor  is 
obliged  to  give  an  estimate,  which  is  submitted  to  the  approval  of  the. 
gen^nd  meeting  before  it  is  agreed  to.  We  have  also  one  clerk  for  the- 
whole  of  the  dutricts,  who  keeps  separate  minutes  for  each  district,  and 
acts  as  clerk  to  the  district  meetings  when  required.  This  refers  exolu* 
sively  to  the  turnpike  roads ;  a  different  arrangement  is  made  about  the 
statute  labour  roads.  The  expenses  of  these  different  officera  are  allo- 
cated among  the  different  districts,  I  think,  in  proportion  to  the  revenue 
from  tolls  of  these  districts,  although  I  cannot  quite  charge  my  memory 
as  to  the  principle  upon  which  they  are  allocated. 

Exclusive  of  monev  lent  by  one  Trust  to  another,  we  have  only  a  debt 
of  L.  1,200  in  all,  and  against  this  there  are  balances  in  the  bank  to  the 
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Stewartry     amount  of  L.900.    Besides  this,  in  the  New  Galloway  Trust,  there  it  a 
Kirkcudbriffbt  ^^™  of  L. 600,  which  represents  certain  subscriptions  made  by  proprietoit, 
who  were  anxious  to  have  the  road  made,  but  upon  which,  within  my  re- 
Sight       Hon.  collection,  no  interest  has  ever  been  paid.    I  cannot  speak  very  distinctly 
fiarl  of  SeU  as  to  this  money,  for  it  was  advanced  long  before  I  was  bom.     But  I 
^^^  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  I  believe  a  much  larger  sum  might  be 
discovered,  by  investigation  of  the  minutes  of  last  century,  as  having  been 
subscribed  upon  other  Trusts,  which  have  been  allowed  to  disappear  from 
the  accounts. 

Taking  the  county  as  a  whole,  our  funds  are  in  a  prosperous  condition, 
and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  adding,  that  it  is  my  firm  belief  that  the 
turnpike  roads  in  the  Stewartry  are  the  best  in  Scotland. 

With  regard  to  the  proportion  between  the  cost  of  collection,  and  the 
sum  realized  by  toll-bars,  I  conceive  it  to  be  entirely  impossible  to  form, 
in  most  cases,  anything  like  an  accurate  estimate.  If  it  were  possible  to 
do  so,  I  am  quite  convmced  that  at  no  two  toU-baVs  would  the  proportion 
be  found  to  be  alike.  The  per  centage,  in  fact,  varies,  although  not  accu- 
rately, in  the  inverse  proportion  to  the  amount  collected. 

My  own  feeling  is,  that  where  a  toll  does  not  let  for  more  than  a  cer- 
tain sum  (say  L.30),  the  road  should  be  given  up  as  a  turnpike,  and 
thrown  upon  the  statute  labour  of  the  parish.    I  would  not,  however,  in- 
clude check-bars  in  this  statement.    My  opinion  is  in  favour  of  maintain- 
I  ing  roads  by  tolls  in  all  cases  where  the  expense  of  collection  is  not  too 

i  great, — ^upon  the  principle  that  it  is  just  that  the  roads  should  be  paid  fiv 

by  those  who  use  and  wear  them. 

I  think  that  the  statute  labour  roads  are  actually  paid  for  by  the 
people  who  have  the  benefit  of  them  and  wear  them  out.  There  are  cases 
where  a  farmer  may  use  a  turnpike  road  passing  through  his  farm,  without 
paying  toll ;  but  if  he  cut  up  the  road  badly,  we  have  the  power  to  meet 
such  a  case  by  putting  on  a  toll.  The  statute  labour  money  is  all  col- 
lected and  appropriated  parochially ;  but,  though  the  funds  of  each  paridi 
are  kept  separate,  there  is  a  separation  into  districts,  with  a  view  to  the 
I  operations  of  the  surveyor  and  clerks,  for  there  are  several  for  the  difie- 

:  rent  districts  of  statute  labour  roads. 

'  The  subject  of  the  abolition  of  tolls  has  not  been  much  canvassed  in  the 

county ;  but,  so  far  as  I  know,  the  feeling  is  rather  against  their  abolition. 
If  there  are  any  parties  anxious  for  the  new  system,  I  conceive  they  are 
only  those  who,  living  in  towns  or  villages,  wish  to  have  the  use  of  the 
roads,  and  to  lay  the  burden  of  their  maintenance  on  others. 


No.  II.  WeUwood  Herries  JHcuewell,  Esq.  of  Munches,  Examined: — 

Wellwood  H.  I  am  convener  of  the  Stewartry  of  Kirkcudbright.  I  think  a  numba  of 
Maxwell,  Esq.  the  Road  Trusts  in  the  Stewartry  should  be  done  away  with.  Many  of  the 
toll  rents  are  so  very  low,  that  I  think  these  roads  should  be  converted  into 
statute  labour  roads.  The  formation  of  the  railway  to  Castle  Douglas,  and 
from  thence  to  Portpatrick,  will  alter  the  present  traffic,  and  make  it  almort 
entirely  local.  It  has  been  considered  illegal  to  consolidate  the  Trusts. 
Our  Turnpike  Trusts  are  in  very  different  conditions, — some  being  in  a 
very  prosperous  state,  and  others  the  reverse.  To  meet  the  cases  of  those 
in  difficulties,  we  have,  in  time  past,  made  allocations  or  advances  from 
one  Trust  to  another,  which  may  be  regarded  as  a  practice  of  very  doubtful 
legality.  I  am  decidedly  against  a  general  consolidation  for  purposes  of 
management,  as  I  consider  local  management  to  be  much  superior. 

My  opinion  is  in  favour  of  the  entire  abolition  of  tolls.    I  would  unite 
both  turnpike  and  statute  labour  roads  under  one  system.   As  a  substitute 
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for  lolId»  I  wotdd  l«f  n  tftte  t>n  «]I  ^LMMi  horses,  and  raise  the  remainder     Sti^ntftt^f 
of  the  iHinds  by  an  assessment  on  lands  and  heritages.    I  have  not  con-  ^  ibiM^kHrfii^ 
t^mplated  any  classification  of  horses.    With  regard  to  the  assessment  on  ^^^^      ' 
land,  I  would  lay  it  mainljr  on  the  occi^Munt,  but  1  think  the  owner  should  ijtelhvoDd  B. 
pay  a  portion  of  it.  Maxwell^  Btit^ 

I  think  it  ii  ii  misiake  to  hold  that  the  tolls  are  paidi  by  all  the  people 
who  use  the  ^oadsy  because  there  sard  a  great  man^  people  who  use  ai^d 
seriously  vnjikte  the  roads,  and  yet  seldom  or  never  pass  throi^h  th^  ibu, 
find  we  expefitfiice  a  difficulty  in  keepirig  up  some  o^  our  roads  from  this  very 
^ct.    *l!hti  foids  are  more  used,  but  the  toll  rents  are  not  rising. 

We  hare  Httle  dtfbnrlty  m  tire  Stewaztry  with  regard  ta  the  detit,  trhleh 
18  tonifiai^tttely  of  smillL  artlount;  Iri  liny  plan ^  however,  for  the  abolition 
of  toUs,  it  would  be  hee^ssilsy  io  miike  pi^^isioii  for  the  debt.  It  must  oe 
rtnsed  by  an  aASes^n^ni  oii  the  eoubty.  I  think  this  should  be  bnd  e±- 
dlusWely  on  pi^prieio^ 

The  gto^al  feelbg  it  f^  dieiMrtry  ai  pr^stot  is  not  in  fayoiuf  of  the 
abolition  of  tells;, but  1  think  thifr  is. grounded  on  an  impression,  t^at  inohre 
would  hatd  to  be  p&id  tind(»r  ^  system  of  assessment.  We  hST<e  a  great 
deal  of  Evasion  of  tolls  ih  the  Stewai-try.  People  constantly  travel  a 
greater  distance  than  they  ^onld  otherwise  dcO,  for  the  purpose  6f  etadlng 
k  toll.  Ther^  is  much  mo#e  roitd  used  and  worn  than  would  otherwise 
be  the  ca^^,  but  for  the  exMtehee  of  tolls. 

We  hA^^  aUVays  levi^  th^  maximum  araotmt  of  bridge  money  allott'cfd 
by  eur  Act,  which  is  applield  elcl>asively  to  bridges  on  statute  labonr  fbadh. 
I  bavcj  prepaired  a  return  as  to  the  statutcf  labour  roads,  which  I  iiow 
band  in.  The  assessilient  is  ofi  thij  old  viduation,  arid  the  amontit  6n  the 
tarious  properties  is  vety  different  froai  ^hat  it  would  be  if  Idid  on  by  the 
new  yaluiltioik.  In  two  farfhs  of  L.  100  daeh,  ihete  is  k  very  greai  difi^enee 
in  the  amount  baid ;  one  iftay  be  as  high  as  ^s.,  and  the  othei*  ks  bW  is 
$9.  1  think  this  is  an  anomaly,  which  it  would  be-bettei'  to  dd  kway  with. 
Our  statute  labour  money  is  e:t^ended  e^tclusively.  in  the  parish  Where  it 
is  collected.  1  think  it  w;ouid  be  an  improvement  if  parishes  were  groutfed 
together  iit  di^riets.  Thd  amount  of  moriey  prdsently  levied  for  stattlte 
labour  is,  iti  many  cases,  quite  inadequate  for  keeping  the  roads  as  they 
should  be  kept.  We  have  iio  means  now  of  raishtg  more  money  than  tve 
kad  twenty-five  years  ago,  whilst  both  traffic  and  wages  hav«  increased, — 
and  the  numbed  of  roads  also  has  slightly  increased.  Ii  is  a  yery  difficult 
question  to  kndw,  What  is  a  statute  laboiir  roa^  ?  Ih  the  district  of  which 
1  am  convener  (th^  6th),-  we  laid  dOwn  a  rule,  that  no  *road  should  be  re- 
cognised as  such,  which  did  not  lead  to  at  least  two  farm-houses ;  but  I 
da  not  say  that  this  has  been  constantly  adhered  to,  or  is  general  in  other 
districts.  It  rests  entirely  with  the  Statute  Labtiu^  Trustees  to  apply  the 
meney  to  what  roads  they  please.  The  surveyot  ^es  an  estfmiite  of  the 
amount  requited  fcfr  the  year^  which^is  theli  voted  by  the  Trustees. 

I  think  some  of  our  roads  are  not  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  The 
reyenfuCfe  derived  fibm  the  tolls  fire  moi  in  all  coses  sufficient. 

Our  parish  roads  suffer  very  much  from  the  cartagd  of  wood.  Under 
our  present  system  of  levying  the  statute  labour  aflsessmrent,  nothing  is 
paid  directly  iii  respect  Iff  vToods. 

I  wish  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  OommissToners  to  the  dues  levied  at 
tiie  bridge  aeross  the  Nith  at  Dumfries.  These  are  levied  on  all  kinds  of 
merchandiset  eattle,  horses,  etc.,  pdssiDg  over  the  bridge.  These  are  levied 
both  in  passing  and  repassing,  and  are  felt  very  burdensome.  In  the  table 
the  rates  are  f3l  slated  in  old  Scots  money,  and  by  old  Scots  measures  end 
weights,  which  is  a  very  objectionable  system. 

I  think,  that  if  any  alteration  of  the  laws  for  the  management  and 
maintenance  of  roads  takes  place,  the  Act  should  be  compulsory,  and  not 
merely  permissive. 
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Stewartry 

of 

Kirkcudbright. 

Wellwood  H. 


RETURN  as  to  Statute  Labonr  Roa& 

(Handed  in  Inf 


Names  of  Parishes. 


Anworth,     , 

Balmaclellaii^ 

Balmaghie, 

Buittlo, 

Borgue, 

Garsphaini, 

Colvend, 

Croflamichael, 

DaLy,  , 

Girtnon, 

Irongrayf 

Kells,   . 

Keltoa, 

Eirkbean^ 

Kirkcudbright, 

Kirkgun2seon, 

Eirkmabreck, 

Eorkpk.  -Durham, 

Lochrutton,  . 

Minnigaff,     . 

Newabbey,  - 

Parton, 

Berwick, 

Terreglea,     • 

Tongkud,     • 

Twynhohn,  • 

Troqueer,     . 

Urr,     .        , 


Old 
Valuation. 


£ 
2,871 
3,481 
3,561 
3,461 
6,369 
6,720 
3,183 
3,461 
7,137 
3,281 
4,375 
4,648 
3,598 
4,325 
6,029 
2,432 
3,212 
3,540 
2,143 
7,586 
3,070 
2,546 
6,960 
2,021 
2,815 
2,797 
6,416 
6,661 


S.  D. 

0  0 

2  8 
0  0 
0  Oj 
6  8 
6  8 
0  0 
0  0 
6  8 

3  8 
19  8 
13  4 

0  0 
0  0 
8  1 

12  0 
10  0 
10  0 

13  4 
10  0 
10  4 

0  0 
0  0 
6  8 


6 

3 

19 

13 


8 
4 

4 
4 


118,697  2  5 


New 
Valuation. 


£ 
4,693 
6,582 
7,648 
9,019 

10,525 
7,836 
7,722 

10,724 
7,791 
7,327 
7,817 
6,146 

12,605 
6,864 

10,263 
5,378 
7,362 
8,685 
5,810 

12,096 
6,926 
6,108 

12,602 
4,719 
7,950 
6,920 

17,437 

14,674 


S.  D. 

19  8 

9  % 

1  6 

U  9 

16  6 

5  5 

3  0 

13  4 

10  0 

19  2 


19 
0 

18 
4 
4 
8 

13 

16 
3 

19 


7 
3 
5 
7 
4 
4 
3 
2 
6 
2 


19    9 

16  7 

17  8 
11  7 
15  10 

11  2 

12  10 
6    3 


239,145    9    0 


Ui 

20i 

18i 

18 

27i 

lOj 

28 

22 

22} 

10 

26^ 

13} 

19i 

H 
26 

13i 

22 

22 

11 

30 

7} 
16 
29i 

9} 

9 

16} 
lOi 
28i 


511i 


oi 


Rate 
Ordi- 
nary 


ment. 


Rate  of 
Extra 


ment. 


£  s.  D.  £  8.  D. 
0  30  Oi 
0  30  00  10  0 
0  30  0 
0  30  0 
0  30  00  10  0 
0  20  0 
0  30  0 
0  30  0 
0  25  0 
0  80  0 
0  30  0 
0  30  0 
0  30  0 
0  20  0 
0  30  0 
0  50  0 
0  30  0 
0  30  010  10  0 
0  50  0 
0  30  0 
0  20  0 
0  80  0 
0  30  0 
0  80  0 
0  30  0 
0  30  0 
0  30  0 
0  30  0    ... 


••• 


««• 


»•« 


««• 


«•• 


••• 


•*• 


Staff  employed  for  General  Management  of  all  Roads  in  Stewartry. 

Principal  Clerk,  L.60  a  year  (from  Toll  Funds  L.50,  and  Bridge- 
monies  L.10.) 

Cashier,  L.60  from  Toll  Funds. 

Road  Surveyor,  L.250  (from  Toll  Funds  L.200,  from  Bridge-money 
L.8,  168.  6d.,  and  Statute  Labour  L.41,  3s.  6d.) 

Two  Sub-Surveyors  (on  Parish  Roads  alone),  L.60  a  year  each  (from 
Bridge-money  L.21,  3s.  6d.,  and  Statute  Labour  L.98,  16b,  6d.) 

In  addition  to  above,  there  are  Clerks  and  Collectors  in  eight  Districts 
for  Statute  Labour  Roads. 
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in  the  Stewartry 

of  Kirkcudbright. 

Stewartiy 
of 

Mr  Maxwell) 

Kirkoadbrigbt 

Wellwood  H. 
Maxwell,  Esq. 

Amonnt 

Amount 

Cost  of 

Cost  of 
Collection, 

of  Ordi- 

of 

Repairs  of 

Surveyor's 

Clerk,  etc., 

\                  nary 

Extra 

Roads  on 

Salary. 

on  Aver- 

AflseBB- 

Average  of 

age  of 

ment. 

ment. 

3  Years. 

3  Years. 

£    S.  D. 

£      S.   D. 

£     S.    D. 

£  S.    D. 

£      S.    D. 

43    1  6 

■•  • 

28  19    7 

8  10  10 

3    3    2 

'      69  13  1 

23    4    4 

41  13    6 

4    9    6 

5  13    4 

[Toll  Funds. 

53    8  3 

«  •  ■ 

59    0    6 

4  12    1 

4  10    1 

L.18  received  from 

61  18  0 

•  •  • 

49    6    8 

4    9    5 

4    0  10 

80  10  9 

26  16  10 

53    4    0 

6  17    2 

6    7    2 

Abont  L.400  of  Dobt. 

57    4  2 

••• 

34    7    6 

4  12    2 

6  19  10 

47  16  8 

•  •  • 

45    6    8 

4    0    5 

8    7    9 

51  16  0 

••• 

38  13    4 

4    9    5 

4    2    7 

89    3  2 

•  •• 

77  15  10 

9     1    6 

8  11    8 

34    9  2 

••• 

17    4    7 

4    2    4 

2  15    7 

65  12  6 

••• 

56  13    4 

5    8    1 

4    0    0 

68    4  8 

••• 

73    3  10 

5  13    8 

5    5    8 

53  19  4 

••• 

50    0    0 

4  13    0 

8  19    8 

43    5  0 

••• 

35  13    4 

5    8    1 

2  18    4 

90    9  0 

••• 

90    0  11 

7  13    0 

5  11    8 

36    9  6 

••• 

27    6    8 

3    2    7 

4    0    9 

48    4  2 

••■ 

28  11    2 

4    10 

3    4    9 

53    0  0 

17  14    8 

38  16    8 

4  11    6 

5    17 

32    3  1 

••• 

29    0    0 

2  10    9 

2    6    4 

92  13  9 

••• 

72  11    3 

9  12    1 

5  12  10 

30  16  4 

■•• 

30    0    0 

3  15    0 

2    8    5 

38    3  6 

••• 

29  10    0 

3    6    2 

3    8  10 

89    8  0 

••• 

89    0    0 

7  11    0 

5  10    4 

30  17  7 

••• 

27  13    4 

2  10    5 

2    5    2 

[Toll  Funds. 

42    4  6 

••• 

35  11    6 

3  12  10 

4    1  11 

L.18  received  from 

41  19  2 

••• 

34    0    0 

3    9  10 

2  16    3 

L.5  Do.        Do. 

81    5  0 

••• 

58    6    8 

6  16    0 

4  15    7 

84    0  0 

••• 

70    6    8 

7    6    1 

5  17    7 

1601  15  9J67  15  10 

1321  17    6 

141    5  11 

122  17    3 

Several  Parishes  are  in  debt — the  amounts,  however,  not  great. 
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8tMMnrt0F 
of 

Dumfries,  Thundc^,  2d  June  1859. 


MEMBERS  PBESEHt. 

William  SmjUie^  Esq^  |.  Sir  James  FeipiflsaD^tB^urt. 

Sir  Andrew  Qrr. 

MB  SMYTHFi  m.  THE.  CHAIR. 


No.  III.  David  Maekiksen  Qordony  Bsq[.,  Ekaroined  : — 

DaTid  H.         I  am  pritielpal  clerk  to  ttte  Bbad  Trastees  of  tlie  Stiewartry  of  IQrkeiid- 
Gvrdon,  Esq.  bright,  and  as  such  have  the  ohai^e  of  adl  tiie  turnpikes  in  the  cooaty. 
TheCovntyAet  was  passed  in  1840  (S  and  4^  Viet,  cap.  102). 

Under  the  Act  the  wiiole  turnpike  roads  in  the  count j  form  one  Trust ; 
but  they  are  divided  into  14  disthicts,  each  with  separate-  accounts,  and 
quite  distinct  from  one  another.  There  is  only  one  general  aecoant  in 
tne  bank  ;  but  each  Trust  has  its  sepaarate  accounts  made  out  as  such  at 
the  end  of  the  year. 

I  hand  in  a  printed  abstract  of  accounts  for  the  whole  14  distrieta  ft>r 
the  years  1865-56,  1856-57,  and  1857'-58. 

Two  of  the  districts,  viz.,  theMkil  District  and  the  Tongland  District, 
have  a  surplus  fund  amounting  together,  at  May  1858,  to- L. 3,000.  On 
the  other  band,  some  of  the  districts  are  in  dM>t  td  the  amount,  in  all,  of 
nearly  L.  3,500,  besides  floating  balances  doe  to  the  treasurer.  I  may  stste* 
however,  that  L.400  of  the  surplus  funds  of  the  Mail  Trust  has  been 
destined  to  an  improvement  to  be  effected  on  the  road  this  summer. 

We  have  about  249' miles  of  turnpike  road  in  the  Stewartry,  and  29 
toll-bars,  which  are  all  let.  Out  of  the  14  distride  of  turnpikes,  one  road 
(Kirkchrist)  is  only  five  miles  lon^ ;  Balldch  is  seven^  The  longest  is  the 
Mail  District,  which  is  51  miles,  with  seven  tolUbare ;  but  portions  of  seme 
of  these  are  allotted  to  other  district  roads — ^the  allotment  payable  to  each 
being  fixed  in  certain  proportions  accordii^  to  the  amount- of  traffic. 

The  new  Gallowar  TVusI' is  33  miles  in  length,  with  six- toU-bars. 

Each  of  the  14^  aistricts^  has  a  separate  set  ci  Trusteee,  who  bold  an 
annual  district  meeting  when  the  accounts  are  revised  and-  reports  made 
by  the  surveyor  on  the  state  of  the  roads,  and 'the  sums  required  Ibr  next 
year,  which  are  then  voted  aceurdiugly.  I  act  as  derk  to  all  the  district 
meetings,  as  well  as  the  general  meeting ;  and  the  proceedings  of  the 
district  meetings  are  all  tubmitted  to  the  general  meeting  in  October  far 
approval.  My  salary  as  clerk  is  L«50 'from  the  Road  Trustees,  and  L.IO 
from  the  bridge  money,  besides  my  travelling  expenses.  For  this  salary  I 
am  bound  to  attend  the  district  meetings,  and  let  all  the  toUs. 

The  treasurer  has  a  salary  of  L.60,  and  he  keeps  the  whole  accounts. 
There  is  one  surveyor  for  the  whole  turnpikes  of  the  county,  and  his  salaij, 
from  the  turnpike  fund,  is  L.200. 

The  offices  of  clerk  and  treasurer  may  be  combined  nnder  the  Act ;  but 
it  has  hitherto  been  considered  better  to  keep  them  separate.  The  object 
of  keeping  them  separate  I  suppose  to  be,  that  the  one  should  be  a  check 
upon  the  other.  The  salaries  of  the  treasurer,  clerk,  and  surveyor,  are 
apportioned  among  the  different  districts,  according  to  the  revenue  of  each 
district  respectively. 

Our  revenue  has  been  very  stationary  during  the  last  four  or  ^ve  years, 
although,  in  the  year  1857-58,  there  was  a  rise  of  about  L.200 ;  but  this 
increase  has  not  been  maintained  during  the  present  year. 


!Net$9  JDf  Evieknee.  iAH 

There  is  no  doubt  it  would  be  for  the  advantage  of  the  roads,  if  the 
whole  of  the  14  districts  were  consolidated  into  one ;  but  doubts  are  enter-  ^tMMsi^hmUhjL 
tained,  whether,  under  our  present  Act,  we  have  power  to  make  such  a  *"*^||~'» 
consolidation.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  so  desirable  to  consolidate  the  VmHi  H. 
statute  labour  roads,  which  are  already  formed  into  eight  divisions,  com- 
prising the  28  parislies  of  tfbe  fSitewtitrj — and  «acfa  division  containing 
three  or  more  parishes.  The  turnpike  surveyor  has  also  charge  of  the  whole 
statute  labour  roads  in  the  Stewartry,  with  two  sub- surveyors  under  him. 
For  this  he  gets  an  additional  sum  of  L.60,  of  which  L.8, 16s.  6d.  is  paid 
from  the  bridge  money.  Our  present  system  has  been  in  operation  for  1 4  or 
16  years,  and  the  statute  labour  roads  hove  been  gretfdy  Improved  tmder 
it.  1  decidedly  think  the  moae^  is  better  applied  when  laid  out  at  the 
sight  of  a  slcilled  surveyor,  than  when  expended  by  a  committee  of  gentle- 
men in  each  parisli  or  district. 

The  8td>.survey«DS  hare  LSO  cachy  part  of  which  is  paid  out  of  the 
bndee  money. 

There  are  about  516  aniles  of  statute  labour  roads  in  the  Stewartry. 
Althoujjh  me  have  these  eight  divimns  of  statute  labour  roadi^  themoucty 
raised  in  each  parish  is  expended  entirely  within  that  parish,  and  separate 
accounts  are  kept  for  each ;  so  that  tfaeve  are  26  oeewnito  kept  Isr  ihs  28 
parishes,  iMtead  of  et^  for  the  eight  divisions. 

The  statute  labour  assessment  is  raised  upon  the  oid  IScots  vsSued  rent, 
and  is  paid  by  the  occupant  up  to  30s.,  anyihiiif  above  that  being  paid 
by  the  owner. 

In  the  parish  of  Borgue  there  is  a  debt  >ctf  L400,  in  «Ksder  te  pay  dS 
which  an  additional  assessment  lias  been  laid  on.  The  same  thing  has 
been  done  in  Kiricpatrick-Durham  ;  but  the  debt  there  is  nearly  extin- 
guished. 

None  of  the  statute  labour  money  is  ever  applied  to  the  turnpike  roads. 
In  the  parishes  of  Balmaghie  and  Toi^land  a  sum  of  L.18  in  each  has  been 
contributed  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  statute  labour  roads  from  the 
turnpike  funds.  This  was  applied  to  a  road  which  passes  through  these 
two  parishes,  and  upon  which  a  toll-bar  might  be  erected  under  the  Act ; 
but  if  siieb  a  bar  wen  pi4t  «p,  it  would  affect  to  a  certain  extent  the 
neighbouriag  toll-bar  fr<un  which  these  funds  are  allocated. 

There  are  tivee  of  our  toUs  let  for  I4.IO,  L.12»  «nd  L.20  respectively, 
fwo  of  these  are  upon  one  road,  and  the  rental  derived  from  the  tolls  upon 
that  road  is  not  sufficient  for  its  maintenance.  I  should  think  it  certainly 
far  better  to  put  this  road  on  the  statute  labour  list.  For  the  last  two 
rears  a  contnbution  of  L.20  has  been  made  to  this  road  from  the  Cree- 
DcidgeBar. 

The  total  expense  of  the  turnpike  roads  in  the  comity 

is  about  •  .  .  .  •        JU2»7(X)  0  0 

And  that  of  ihe  statute  bbovr  roads  about .  }^M0  0  0 

Bridge  monejy         .  .  .  •  SS6  0  0 

L.4,486    0    0 


which  is  equal  to  4^d.  per  £  on  the  vsluation  of  the  Stewartry  (L.245,000)* 


f 
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ABSTRACT  of  ACCOUNTS  of  the  Several  Truste  on  tlie 

For  the  Three  Yean 

{Taken  from  Printed  Accounts  handed  n 


1.  Mail  Trtut — From  Dim/ries,  by  Casfle-Dou^aSj 


Balance  of  account  dne  by  treasurer, 

Arreani,       *..... 

Toll  rents  and  compositions,  less  al- 
lotments to  other  Trusts, 

Interest  on  advances  to  New  Galloway 
Trust, 

Do.  to  Parton,  L.12,  Gs. ;  New  Abbey, 
L.9 ;  and  Kells  Trusts,  L.l,  lOs.,    . 

Payment  of  debt  by  New  C^alloway 
Trust,      .        .  •        .        • 

Interest  due  by  treasurer,  . 


1865-^. 


;€     s.  d. 

1,791    6  8 

106    7  2 

906    2  8 

25  16  0 


400    0    0 
59    1    6 


1866^7. 


£    's.  d. 

2,812  18  9 

64    2  9 

1,018  14  8 

25  16  0 


76    6    5 


8,288  12    7 


1857-^ 


i&      8.  d. 

1,820    6  OJ 

115  14  0 

1,016    7  4 

25  16  0 

22  16  0 

28  18  S 


8,497  18    7    3,029  17    71 


Debt  assigned  from  New  GaUoway  Trust,  L.860 ;  from  Parton  Trust,  L.410 ; 

2.  New  GaUoway  TruU—From  DumJHee^  hy  Crocketflfd 


Balance  of  account  due  by  treasurer, 

Arrears, 

Toll  rents,  and  allotment  from  Cause- 
waylands  Bar  of  Mail  Trust,  less 
allotments  from  other  Trusts, 

Interest  due  by  treasurer,   - 

Balance  due  to  treasurer,    ,        ... 


801  12    0 
11  16    8 


899  12    2 
10  15    4 


728  16    2 


43  15  10 


877  12    2 
2    7  11 


428  15  11 


97  11   4| 

26    2    0 


383    7   9} 
78  "i    7 


585    3   9 


Bonded  debt  assigned  to  Mail  Trust,  L.860 ;  sub- 
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Turnpike  Roads  of  the  Stewartry  of  Kirkcudbright, ' 
ending  Slst  May  1868. 

hy  Mr  D.  H.  Gordon,  General  Clerk,) 


Stewtrtry 

of 

KJrkevdbright 

David  H. 
GordoDy  Esq. 


to  Newtor^Stewart—(5l^  Miles'). 

4 

1855-66. 

1866-57 

1857-68. 

£    s. 

d. 

£     &    d. 

X    s.    d. 

Sum  undenstated  in  last  account, 

•  •• 

•  •• 

15  17    1 

Bepatr  of  roads,          r       .       .       . 

'695    8 

3 

771  19    5 

89«  10  10 

Bejpairing   toll-housee)   bridges,  and 

improvements,         .... 
Poors-rates,   Stamps,   feu-duty,    In- 

16 12 

2 

204  17    4 

572    6  11 

come-tax,  and  County-rates, 

6  18 

2 

6  17    »| 

8    4    0 

ToU-houae  rents,         .... 

■  •• 

5    0    0 

5    0    0 

Allowance  for  faneials, 

•  •• 

4  17  11 

•  •  • 

Damages  for  metal,     .... 

•  •  • 

3  10    0 

8  10    0 

Proportion  of  officers'  salaries,    . 

117    6 

4 

91    1  10 

110  10  10 

Do.  of  general  account,  and  outlay,    . 

32    3  10 

27    9    7 

45  13    9 

Appropriation  to  2d  District, 
Advances  to  Parton  Trust, 

2a  0 

0 

36    a   0 

36    0    0 

«•« 

410    0    0 

•  •  « 

Do.  to  New  Abbey  and  Kells  Trusts, 

•  •• 

•  •• 

400    0    0 

Arrears  of  toll  rents  and  compositions. 

Whitsunday  1850^5-^7,  and  58,    . 

64    2 

9 

116  14    6 

138  16  10 

Do.  of  stage  coaches  struck  off, 

23  13 

4 

•  •• 

•  ■  • 

Balance  due  by  treasurer,   . 

2,812  13 

9 

1,820    6    0^ 

808    7    4^ 

3,288  12 

7 

3,497  13    7 

3,029  17    7i 

1 
from  New  Abbey  Trust,  L.80d ;  from  K 

ells  Trust,  L.1 

LOO;  total  deb 

t,  L.1,670. 

and  New  GaUowag,  to  Newion-^Stewort^ 

3dlftZ6f> 

Bepair  of  roads,           .... 

193  13 

1 

222    8    5 

305    0    9 

Kepair  of  toll-houses,  bridges,  etc,  and 

painting  gates,         •        •        .        . 

5  18 

6 

4  IS    0 

16    8 

Toll-house  rent,          .... 

•  •• 

1  11  Hi 

2    5    0 

County-rates,  Income-tax,  and  PoorV 

rates, 

•  •• 

0  11  10 

0    6    2 

Proportion  of  officers' salaries,   • 

35    1 

6 

32  18    3 

39  11    9 

Do.  of  general  account,  and  outlay,    . 

7  14 

7 

12    3    1 

13  18    8 

Payment  of  debt,         .        . 

400    0 

0 

••. 

158    0    0 

Do.  of  iutenst  on  advances  from  Kail 

Trust, 

25  16 

0 

25  16    0 

26  16    0 

Arrears  of  toll  rents  struck  off,  . 

11  16 

8 

... 

... 

Arrears,                                       .        . 

•  •« 

26    2    0 

32    4    4 

Rnm  understated  in  last  year's  account, 

••« 

•  •« 

4  15  11 

Interest  due  to  treasurer,    . 

•«« 

•  •• 

1  18  11 

Bitece  due  by  treasurer,  , 

43  U  10 

97  11    4^ 

••• 

723  16 

2 

423  15  11 

685    3    9 

8eri9lions,L.M«{  total  anouat  ol  dsbt, 

L.1,460. 
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Sltmrlty 

of 

KNcMdbrigIa, 


9,  ffardltUIt  Trm^Frfm  Pohadae^  by  HardkUU^ 


BalADoe  of  aeeomt  due  bv  treasurerf    « 
Arrear  credited  in  preceding  accounts, 
TpUwota,      .       .  .       , 

Interoi»t  due  bjr  treasurer, 


(ao6-56. 


£    s.   d. 
W  18    1 

fi8*0    0 
2    2  11 


18^6^7. 


^  s.  d. 

M  4  11 

14  «    0 

90  12    0 

1  14    4 


Wu-^ 


27  a 

17  12 

102  12 

1    2 


d- 

8 

0 

0 

0 


179    I    0  HtySi    9   i4A    9    ^ 


imm¥m 


l^.. 


If  Q  boQ4ed 


4.  T<mgUmd  TrmL—From  KirkouArigktt  fty 


Balance  of  aeoount  due  "b^  treasurer,    . 
Arrear  credited  in  preceding  accounts, 
XoU  re^t8,  including  and  less  allotments  to 
and  from  this  Trust,  .        .        .        , 

Intaiiest  due  by  tzeaaorer, 


479 
10 


«    8 
0    0 


31S    4 
19  18 


0 
6 


210  12    0  '212    5    4 
19    9    9     14  18    8 


722    6    9 


— , .-, 

550  15    0  jeiS  16     1 
20    9    Q     27  12     0 


798    4    9  1868  18     1 


No  bonded 


Z.  Parian  TVitff .^-^^Vom  Pohmokit,  ly  OatUe- 


Balance  of  account  due  hr  trea^uYvr,    . 
Toll  rents,  less  and  incluoiug  allotments, 
Adrance  from  Mail  Trust,    .        •       » 
Sum  overstated  in  last  account, 
Iniere^t  due  by  treavurer, 


SO  14    0 
239  11    2 


••• 
0    9    8 


«0  16  7 

280  11  2 

410    0  8 

8    4  8 


270  14  10 


*««v>T«m«i      •rrfn^-m 


4*16  2 

488    9  2| 

40    8  8 

0  19  8 


718  12    0  |849  17    1| 


BottdML  deK  L.880 1  boodad  de^ 


Noifii  of  Etidmee. 
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10  iht  M<aJiiMd,n§ar  MUlance^S  NilU). 


Repair  of  roftdfl,  ... 

Bepairing  toU-Jiouses,  gate,  etc.. 
Allowances  to  toll-keeper,  and  fo|r  funerals, 
Toll-house  Mots,  .... 

County-rsAes  and  Income-lax, 
Proportion  of  officers'  salaries, 
Do.  of  general  account,  and  outlay, 
Arrear  of  tolls  and  coaches, 
Sum  undentated  in  last  account, 
Balance  due  by  treasurer, 


debt. 


Tongkmdy  to  GUnhchar  £ar— (10|  MUm), 


Bepair  of  roads,     .... 
Do.  ef  bridge,  and  painting  gates, 
Toll-house  rents,   .... 
County-rates  and  Incpme-taz, 
Proportion  of  officers'  salaries, 
Da  of  general  account,  and  outlay, 
Arrear  of  allotment  from  Mail  Trust, 
Do.  of  coach  tolls, 
Bum  understated  in  last  aceount, 
"Ralaiifft  dua  by  tEBMttxWt 


to  lua  a>ii9m<.4i0 1  Ma  ikfau  L-940 


1855-,56. 


£  s.  d. 

79  1  6 

119  6  9 

0  10  0 

7  14  4 

1  18  7 
14  5  0 

86  "4  11 


179    1    0 


1856-57. 


4  s.  d. 

81  17  4 

9  0  0 

8  7  1 

0  10  0 

0  8  1 

7  18  0 

2  5  1 

17  12  0 

27  8  8 


142  16    8 


1857-58. 


^    8.    d. 

68  18    7 

0    9    8 


0    0  7 

10  12  1 

8    8  0 

10    8  0 

17  9 

58  10  5 


148    9    8 


124  11  5 

0  18  0 

3    0  0 

18  U  4 

8  19  0 

10    0  0 

10    8  0 

550  15  0 


722    5    9 


126  10  8 

4  10  0 
8  0  0 
0    6  0 

18    2  0 

5  8  2 
10  0  0 
17  12  0 

613  16  1 


798    4    9 


17V    8  11 

0  17    6 

8    0    0 

0    0    8 

21  18    8 

6  18    5 

10    0    0 

10    8    0 

8    2  10 

640    4    6 


868  12    1 


debL 


DouglaM  arndParUm,  to  Dalry'^(^  MUet), 


Bepair  of  roads,     ...... 

Do.  of  bridges,  toll-hoosesy  etc., 

ToB-hoHse  vents, 

Payment  of  interest, 

County-rates,  Income-tax,  and  PoorVmtes, 
Proportion  of  officers*  salaries, 
Do.  of  general  aooount,  and  outlay, 

Paid  off  bonds, 

Arrears,  ....... 

Balance  due  by  treasursr,      .... 


132  8  • 
1  10  0 
4    0  10 

47    0    0 

21  "6    7 
4    8    1 


60  16    7 


270  14  10 


136  16    8 
1  12    0 

4    1 

47    0 

0    4 

56  12 

12  16 

410    0 


45  15    2 


718  12    0 


lf6  8  11 
6  15  4 
4    14 

88  16    0 

0    15 

27    8    5 

12    5    8 

15  "6    8 
70    0  101 


849  17    1| 


of 
DwrMH. 


fr 
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StewartrY 

of 

Kirkoodbrilrht. 

DaTid  H. 
GordoD,  Esqk 


6.  UrrTnut^—IhmVubo/SassyaloHffiieUrr^ 


Balance  of  account  due  by  treasurei:,    . 
Toll  rents,  and  appropriation  from  Dalbeattie 

Trust, 

Interest  due  by  treaOTirer,      .... 


1855-56. 


£    8.    d. 


87    0    0 
0    7    8 


87    7    8 


1856-57. 


£  B.     d. 

27  10     1 

68  0    0 

0  14  10 


1857-68. 


£  8.    d. 

37  10  10 

68  0     0 

0  5    2 


96    4  11    105  16     0 


No  bonded 


7.  BaUoch  Tnut.—Fram  Crm- 


Arrears,  ...... 

Toll  rents,  and  aUotment  from  Hail  Tru^t, 
Balance  due  to  treasurer, 


58  18    0 

22    0    0 
8116    8 


162    9    8 


62  13    0 
22    0    0 

79    7    7 


164    0    7 


56  tS  0 
43  0  0 
70  10    7 


170    a    7 


No  bonded 


8.  KeB$  mti  Cartpkmrn  TrntL—Prom  Bemmn  ToU-Bar^  Uf  Ktx  GaBowam 

Bffidge  and  Gainvdk^  to  the  Mmnak 


Arrears, 

Toll  rents,  and  grant  from  Carsphaim  Con- 
version Money^  in  1855-56, 
Advanced  by  luiil  Trust,      .... 
Balance  due  to  treasurerf       .        *       .        . 


16    0  0 

142    0  0 

... 

75    9  4 


233    9    4 


28    5    0 
125    0    0 

73  ia  3 


226  18    8 


11  0  0 

180  0  0 

100  0  6 

27  4  7 


268  15    2 


Attded  debt,  UL50$  deU  doe  to 
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to  the  mcimfy  qf  Walton  Park-^9  MUet). 


BalABce  due  to  treasurer, 
Repair  of  roads,     .... 
Do.  of  toIl-hoQses,  gates^  etc., 
Toll-house  rents,   .... 
Poor's-rates,  County-rates,  &  harbour- 
Proportion  of  officers*  salaries. 
Do.  of  general  aoootint,  and  outlay. 
Sum  understated  in  last  account, 
Balance  due  bj  treasurer,      .       • 


inagi 


lie 


debt 


bridge  to  Balhchr-{1  Mile^,} 


Balance  due  to  treasurer,  and  sum  under 

stated  in  account,  1856-^7, 
Bepair  of  roads,      .... 
County-rates,         •        •       .        . 
Proportion  of  officers'  salaries, 
Do.  of  general  accoitnt,  and  outlay, 
Arrears  of  rent,.     »       .     -  •        • 
Interest  due  to  treasurar,       »       » 


1855-56. 

£   s. 

d. 

2  10 

» 

45  1 

2 

Olt 

8 

0  10 

0 

0  12 

6 

7  12 

9 

2  19 

8 

•  •• 

27  10 

1 

87  7 

a 

1856-67. 


£    B.    d. 


48 
0 

0 
5 
2 


17 
7 

10 
2 


7 
0 
0 
9 


18  11 
17  10 


87  10  10 


96    4  U 


1857-68. 


£    8.    d. 

88    "6    6 

0  16    8 

■  •  • 

1  5  11 

7  0    2 

8  10  0 
10  4 
8  16  10 


105  16    0 


75  6 

2 

81  16 

8 

21  15 

4 

20  6 

8 

•  •• 

9    0 

4* 

I  18 

7 

1  18 

6 

0  7 

7 

0  12 

8 

62  18 

0 

66  18 

0 

2  10 

0 

2  18 

2 

162  9 

8 

164  0 

7 

79  14  2 

20    6  1 

0  0  4 
4    8  9 

1  4  11 
62  18  0 

1  16  4 


170    8    7 


Stewartry 

of 

Kirkondbrig^U 

Dairid~H. 
Qordoii)  Esq. 


debt 


and  Cartphairn^  to  the  March  ofAyr^re^  andficm  Car^pihaimy  hff  Smeaton- 
of  Jhtn^/riesshire — (83  MUes). 


Balance  due  to  treasurer,  and  sum  under- 
stated in  account,  1856-57,         •        .       .  • 

Bepair  of  roads,     .        .        .        ... 

Do.  of  bridges,  and  painting  gates, 

Toll-house  rent,  and  allowance  to  toll-keeper, 
in  1857-68,  of  L.6,      ...... 

Payment  of  interest,      .        .        ..       ^       .. 

PoorVrates,  Income-tax,  and  County-rates, 

Proportion  of  officers'  salaries. 

Do.  of  general  account  and  outlay. 

Abatement  of  toU  rents. 

Arrears  of  tolls,      .... 

Interest  due  to  treasurer,  . 


Maa  Trust,  L.lOO ;  total  debt,  L.260. 


64  12 

*2 

100  18 

0 

7  10 

7 

8 

0 

0 

7  10 

0' 

0 

4 

8 

12- 

9 

•4 

4 

8  11  1 

8 

0 

0 

28 

6 

0 

2 

0 

8 

283 

9 

4 

76    9    4 
111    6    0 


7  10  0 
0    9  0 

W-17  8- 

4  16  4 

8  0  0 
11    0  0 

2    9  11 


75  11  6 

129    6  11 

8  16  0 

6    0  0 

2    2  6 

2  12  6 

19    8  9 

6    6  6 

82    "6  0 


226  18    3  >268  16    2 


ff 


f. 
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Stemuiry 
of 

GoxdWt  JSsq. 


9.  Dalbeatfie  Tntit^'-Jfnm  ihm^kie$,  % 


Balance  dme  by  treaBuror,      .       .       .       . 
Arrears,  .        ^        .        .        •        .        . 

ToU  rents,  leas  aaslgmikeiita  to  other  Tnurta, 
Balance  due  ito(fcvea0iupBC^      ^       .       .        • 


1866-66. 


£    8.    d.    £     8.  d. 

20  16    0 
273    i    ^jaa»   4   '0 


^•« 


278    I    4 


1866^7. 


£    «.  d. 

43  14  1^ 

86    4  0 

I  4 


1857-68. 


366    7    8  652  15    7 


No  bonded 


10.  KwMrkt  Trv9i.--iFfvn  CagOaodit 


BaUcice  due  by  treasiveir, 

Arrears 

Toll  re»t6  and  aHo^menti 

Baltac*  d«eioireafliiTeC| 


8i2  10 

U    9  19 

6    J^    <». 

••• 

«8    4   4) 

m  12  e 

••• 

0  17   4» 

i 

97    1  10 

94  19    8 

88  flbO    0 

88  18    1 


108    8    2 


Amount  of  ix>nded 


11*  f»odS0nbr^  TrusL'—JF^rvm  trtdekofoej  If  Lodktmir^dt 


ArnHkti^ X       • 

Allctmentt  of  toB  ranis  froii  Hail  and  Toiig- 
landTnutB,       ^       •        .       .       »       » 
BalaaqfdvatoireMurvi      .... 


6    6    2 

61    4    8 
94    8    8 


61    4    8 
86  18  10 


66    I   8 
U9    818 


160  17    1 


148    4    6 


184  18    6 


Ifo 


NoHit  of  Evkhnte. 
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to  m€Jfm>^6fKir»MdMgli^FttHkk^^2^  MUea). 


Balkno0  dhe  to  trtestirer,  With  guih  under- 
stated in  aooount^  1856<^7, 

Itepair  of  roads, 

B^alring  bridges  and  toU-gate6> 

Toll-house  rent, 

Oonnty-rates,  Income-tax,  &  harbour-master, 
Allowance  for  funerals, 
Proportion  of  officers*  salaries, 
Do.  of  general  account,  and  outlay, 
Appropriation  to  Urr  Trust, 

Arrears, 

Interest  due  to  treasurer, 

Balance  dtie  bj  treasurer,      «        •        . 


debt 


MaaRoad^  at  MintoCottag0-^6  Miles), 


1855-^. 

1866-67. 

1867-^8. 

£    s. 

d. 

Jt     B.      d. 

£     8.     d. 

11  19 

9 

•  •• 

4  19'   8 

190  18 

0 

238  14    1^474  17    2  | 

0  17 

9 

2  16    0 

0  11    9 

0    4 

2 

'042' 

0    4    2 

0  10 

0 

0    3    1 

0  10    6 

■  •  ■ 

1  10    4 

•  ■  • 

24    0 

7 

28    6  11 

83    6    7 

7    8 

8 

8  10  11 

11    6    9 

3    0 

0 

8    0    0 

3    0    0 

20  16 

0 

86    4    0 

20  16    0 

1    8 

0 

14    7 

8    8    6 

12    8 

8 

48  14    1^ 

•  ■• 

278    1 

4 

868    7    8 

652  16    7 

Balance  due  to  treasurer,  being  sum  under- 

B 

1 

stated  in  account,  1866-^7, 

a  •  • 

•  •• 

3    2    8 

Bepair  of  roads, 

Painting  gates,  etc.,       .... 

68  19    8 

64  19    4 

67  10  10 

0  13    6 

•  •• 

0  10    9 

Payment  of  interest,      .        .        .        < 

20    2    0 

20    2    0 

10    1    0 

County-rates  and  Income-tax, 

•  •  • 

0    4    7 

0    0    7 

Proportion  of  officers'  salaries, 

8    4    1 

7    3  11 

8  10    4 

Do.  of  general  account,  and  outlajr. 

1  14    8 

1  17    4 

2  12    1 

Allotment  to  1st  District, 

■  •  • 

•  •  ■ 

6    0    0 

Arrears,          ...... 

•  •• 

•  •  ■ 

6    6    0 

Interest  due  to  treasurer. 

0  18    1 

0  12    1 

0  14  11 

Balance  due  by  treasuirer, 

11    9  10 

... 

•  v« 

• 

97    1  10 

94  19    8 

103    8    2 

debt,  L.620. 


and  Lanrkton,  to  MaH  Road,  near  Gerrttnt(m—(13  MUet). 


Balance   due   to   ti'easurer,  ihcuding   sum 

understated  in  account,  1866-^7, 
Bepair  of  roads,  .... 
Toll-house  rents,  .... 
Proportion  of  officer^  salaries,  . 
Do.  of  general  account,  and  outlay. 
Arrears,  ..... 

Interest  due  by  treasurer. 


debt. 


94  16    2 
44    1  10 

1  10    0 
4    9  10 

2  16    2 

8    8    1 


160  17    1 


94    6  3 

41  17  0 

1  10  0 
4    9  7 

2  19  4 

8    2  4 


97  15 

67    7 

1  10 

6  14 

7  6  10 
26  10    0 

0    3    4 


148    4    6   184  18    6 


of 

Kittkoodbrigbt 

tiaVidil. 
Gordon,  Escf. 
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Stewartry 

of 

Kirkcudbright. 

David  H. 
Gordon,  Esq. 


Balance  due  by  treasurer, 

Arrears, 

Ton  rents,      . 

Interest  due  by  treasurer, 

Balance  due  to  treasurer, 


Balance  due  by  treasurer, 

Arrears, 

Cash  from  Mail  Trust, 

Toll  rents, 

Interest  due  by  treasurer. 

Balance  due  to  treasurer, 


12.  Mvmffhwe  TnuL—From  KnodOea  to 


'  v. 


185&-66. 


£    B.    d. 

25  10    0 
67    0    0 


•  •• 


92  10    0 


1856-^7. 


£    B.  d. 

7    9  4 

26  10  0 

45    0  0 

0    2  0 


1857-58. 


- 


£  8. 

2  0 

25  10 

45  0 


d. 
0 
0 
0 


6    7    S 


78    1    4 


78  17    3 


Ko  bonded 


13.  New  Abbey  Tnat^—From  Ckautwm^amd$^ 


5    4  2 

2  10  0 

211  "6  0 

02  "s  8 


281    2    5 


30  0  0 
181  "o  0 
118  "5  10 


829    5  10 


14  0  0 

300  0  0 

223  0  0 

2  0  2 


539     0    2 


Amount  of  debt  doe 


14.  Dnimto&tm  TnuL-^Fnm  the  Haummir  to  the  March  o/tke  JS^ewartry, 

Boad^mmr 


Toll  rent, 

Cash  to  account  of  Balmaclellan  Boad  debt, 
Bakmce  due  to  txeasureTi       .       .       .       . 


27  0  0 
11  15  11 
83  15    3 


72  11    2 


17    0    0 
36  1*4    3 


53  14    3 


15    0    0 
88  U    0 


58  11    0 


Kb  bopdod 


J 
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Castlefem,  near  Minrufhive — (9  Miles). 


Balance  due  to  treasurer,  and  Bum  under- 
stated in  account,  1856-67, 

Bepair  of  roads, 

Do.  of  toU-houses,  ete., 

County-rates,  Income-tax,  and  PoorVrates, 

Proportion  of  officers*  salaries, 

Do.  of  general  account,  and  outlay. 

Arrears,  ...... 

Interest  due  to  treasurer, 
Balance  due  by  tDeasoreE, 


debt. 


bjf  New  Ahbey,  to  Kiriheaiit-{U\  Miles). 


Balance  due  to  treasurer,  including  sum 
understated  in  account,  1866-67, 

Bepair  ol  roads,  and  cutting  and  banking  in 
1855-66,  L.60,    ..... 

Bepairs  at  Botcbell,  painting  gates,  «tc, 

Toll-house  and  gai^ien  rents, 

Payment  of  int^nest  to  Mail  Trust, 

County-rates,  PoorVrates,  and  Police  as- 
sessment,   

Allowance  for  funerals. 

Paid  Mrs  Miller's  claim, 

Proportion  of  officers'  salaries. 

Do.  of  general  account,  and  outlay,  etc.. 

Arrears, 

Interest  due  to  treasurer, 

Balance  due  by  treasurer, 


1865-66. 


X    s.    d. 

5  12    8 
48  14    6 

2  10  9 

12  8 

6  17  8 
1    7 

25  10 
0    5 

7  9 


92  10    0 


1866-67. 


£    s.    d. 


46    8  9 

•  *« 

0  6  1 
8  18  8 

1  2  10 
26  10  0 

2  0  0 


78    1    4 


1867-68. 


£    s.    d. 


0  11 

44    6 

2    0 

0  8 
4  13    0 

1  11    1 
26  10    0 

0    8    4 


218  6  9 
0  12  0 
4  14    1 


0  16    4 


18  10  6 

7  12  5 

80    0  0 

0  12  6 


281    2    6 


62    8  8 

218  18  4 

1  18  6 

8  10  0 


13  10 
16    6 
11    1 
15  16    7 
8  18  10 
0    0 
16  11 


0 
0 

4 


14 
2 


329    5  10 


to  Mail  Trust,  L.800. 


near  Craigmtde,  and  from  JDrumwMm,  by  Btadxraig^  to  the  New  GaBowau 
7Vo(;ii)ki»-(12  Miles). 


Balance  due  to   treasurer,  including   sum 
understated  in  account,  1866-67, 

Bepair  of  roads, 

Do.  of  toU-houses,  etc,  .... 

County-rates,  Income-tax,  and  Poor's  rates, 
Proportion  of  officers'  salaries. 
Do.  of  general  account,  and  outlay, 
Interest  due  to  treasurer,      .... 


debt 


88  16    6 

83  15    8 

27    6    1 

16  18    0 

13    6 

••• 

0    2    0 

0    2    8 

8    8    1 

19    8 

0  18    1 

0  12    0 

0  18  11 

1    2,  1 

72  11    2 

68  14    8 

6 
2 
0 
2 


78  17    8 


121    0  8 

262  17  5 

0  14  9 

8  15  0 

9  0  0 

0    8  4 


28    0  8 

16    3  3 

30  10  7 

82  "9  6 


539    0    2 


86  19  6 

18    7  0 

... 

0  2  1 

1  10  11 
0  14  0 
0  18  6 

58  11  0 


Stewartry 

of 

Kirkcndbright 

DaTid  H. 
Gordon,  Esq. 


\ 


480  Tumpikt  Bottd  Inquir^'— Scotland. 

vMwstftty 

«•  I    ^i^^  No.  IV.  jPranct*  i/aaftc«//,  Esq.  of  Breoch,  Examined : — 

jLirkeddbn^Mb 

nZ^j^  I  am  a  proprietor  in  the  Stewartrj  of  Kirkcudbright,  and  as  a  Road 

Mn^wrilylhaL  'Trustee  have  attended  the  meetings  for  the  last  80  years.  I  have  also 
ticted  as  factor  on  several  large  estates  during  that  period.  Mj  own  pro- 
perty is  in  the  parish  of  Buittle,  but  I  have  been  connected  with  15  or  16 
parishes. 

I  am  rather  in  favour  of  a  more  Extended  application  of  tlie  statnfe 
labour  money,  by  grouping  several  parishes  together,  and  not  restrictto^ 
the  expenditure  to  the  parish  in  which  the  money  b  oi^leeted.  I'be 
usual  cost  of  collection  at  present  is  aboat  d  pef  eeftt^ 

I  thitik  the  present  Turnpike  Trusts  might  a1§o  b6f  <!oibbined  into 
several  districts  aloi^  with  the  statute  labcHir  roads,  and  managed  to- 
gether. 

I  think  slich  all  drfangefbent  nught  be  earned  into  effect  without  «n 
abolition  of  the  toils*  although  I  myself  am  in  fovour  of  the  abolition  of 
tolls.  Although  tolls  wei^  not  abolished,  I  would  have  one  fimd  derired. 
partly  from  tolls  and  partly  from  statute  labour  assessment,  and  maintain 
the  whole  roads  out  of  this  common  fund.  But  it  would  be  necessacTy  to 
have  a  re-arrangement  of  the  tolls,  which,  under  any  circumstances,  would 
be  required,  in  conseouence  of  the  introduction  of  railways. 

In  this  way  the  tolls  would  not  be  restricted  to  the  tOads  on  itlrich  they 
are  collected.  I  see  no  objection  to  the  application  of  tolls  raised  upon 
one  road  to  the  maintenance  of  other  roads  in  the  same  distriet  having  a 
common  mterest,  and  I  would  place  tolls  around  the  principal  centres  of 
traffic.  The  rate  of  assessment  would  of  edtwse  be  nUilbrtn  over  the 
district. 

1  estimate  that  a  rate  6f  4|d.  in  the  £  upon  the  r>hfal  of  the  county, 
would  be  sufficient  to  keep  up  all  the  roads  in  the  county,  both  turnpike 
and  statute  labour. 

It  may  be  quite  trite  thai  a  saving  could  be  effected  by  an  alteration 
bi  the  present  system ;  but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind,  tnat  neither  our 
turnpike  roads  tior  our  statute  labouir  roads  are  in  such  a  condition  as 
they  ought  to  he,  and  tbait  the  revenues  on  sonaa  af  the  roads  are  nat 
sufficient  for  their  proper  maintenance. 

The  Stewartry  is  partiealarly  well  situated  for  a  eltaffg^  of  ^tem, — ^I 
should  say  that  our  traffic  will  be  almost  purely  local  aiteT  the  railways 
are  finished. 

It  is  often  very  difficult  to  ascertain  what  is  a  statute  labour  road,  so  as 
to  be  entitled  to  share  in  the  assessment. 

I  know  cases  of  old  servitude  roads  as  we  call  them,  which  are  public 
roads,  and  yet  to  which  no  money  is  applied.  Some  of  these  haye  been 
improved,  but  I  should  say  that»  whenever  extensive  kftprovemalits  are  lo 
be  made  upon  a  road,  or  a  new  road  is  to  be  constructed,  some  provision 
should  be  made  for  raising  the  funds  required,  by  a  separate  assessment. 
The  ordinary  road  mioney  should  be  limited  to  repairs. 

I  think  such  a  speciid  assessment  should  be  levied  on  the  owners  of 
land  exclusively^ 

If  tolls  were  abolished  and  an  assessment  raised  in  lieu  of  them,  I  think 
a  part  of  the  burden  should  be  placed  on  the  proprietors,  and  the  re- 
mainder borne  bv  the  ocdtipttnts. ' 

I  think  the  (kHlector  of  poor's  rates  in  each  parish  might  be  called  upon 
to  collect  the  foad  money,  at  a  very  small  additional  expense. 

The  bridge  dues  charged  at  Dumfries  are  particularly  oppressive,  not 
only  be4aause  the  public  are  thereby  taxed  in  the  shape  of  a  toU,  but  also, 
from  the  want  of  a  proper  table  uf  rates,  they  do  not  know  what  they 
^iive  to  pay.     This  is  a  source  of  very  great  complaint  on  the  part  of  the 
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farmers  in  the  district.     They  raised  a  large  sum  for  the  purpose  of  in-     Stewartry 
vestigating  the  matter,  and  a  committee  of  the  Commissioners  of  Supply  ^^ 

was  appointed  for  the  same  purpose.     They  met  with  the  Town  Council,  ^^rkcodbngbt 
but  nothing  was  done  in  consequence.  Francis 

I  am  not  in  &vour  of  the  plan  of  an  assessment  on  horses,  which  I  have  BCaxwell,  £sq. 
thought  over,  but  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  found  to  work  well. 


No.  V.  Adam  Skirvinff,  Esq.  of  Croys,  Examined : — 

I  am  a  proprietor  in  the  Stewartry,  and  am  chiefly  interested  in  the  Adam 
parish  of  ^rkpatrick-Durham.  The  only  turnpike  roads  in  the  parish  Skirrlng,  Esq. 
are  the  Water  of  Urr  Road,  the  Mail  Road,  and  the  New  Galloway  Road. 
I  act  as  a  Trustee  for  all  these  roads,  and  attend  the  district  meetings. 
At  these  we  are  principally  guided  by  the  report  of  our  sunreyor  as  to 
how  the  funds  are  to  be  applied.  And  in  the  parish  roads  also,  we  allow 
the  sunreyor,  after  ascertaming  the  disposable  fimds,  to  appropriate  the 
money  oyer  the  roads  in  the  manner  he  thinks  most  expedient.  The 
assessment  for  the  statute  labour  roads  in  the  parish  of  Kirkpatrick-Dur- 
ham  is  at  the  maximum.  We  had  some  debt,  but  it  is  now  nearly  ex- 
tinguished by  the  heritors  having  assessed  themselves  at  the  rate  of  lOs. 
in  the  L.100  Scots,  in  order  to  get  it  liquidated.  The  parish  roads  are 
not  so  good  as  they  might  be, — the  funds  are  not  sufficient  for  keeping 
them  in  good  order. 

I  thiuK  the  collecting  of  money  by  tolls  is  an  expensive  method,  but  I 
have  not  been  able  to  think  of  any  substitute  that  would  impose  the  bur- 
den so  equally  as  tolls  do.  There  must  always  be  inequalities  under 
any  system,  and  there  are  inequalities  under  the  tolls  system.  I  do  not 
think  an  assessment  on  horses  would  mend  matters,  but  would  make 
them  worse. 

We  have  men  \vith  horses  carting  timber,  etc.,  which  are  upon  the 
roads  nearly  all  the  year  round,  whilst  the  horses  of  a  farmer  may  not  be 
on  the  road  more  than  once  a  month. 

If  a  tax  of  4d.  to  6d  per  £  were  found  to  be  adequate  for  maintaining 
all  the  roads,  if  tolls  were  abolished,  I  would  consider  this  much  prefer- 
able to  a  tax  on  horses. 

At  present,  no  part  of  the  statute  labour  assessment  is  payable  for 
house  property,  neither  do  quarries  pay, — in  fact,  it  is  at  present  paid 
exclusively  by  farmers.  By  laying  it  on  lands  and  heritages,  we  would 
bring  in  a  number  of  parties  who  contribute  nothing  at  present ;  and  I 
think  such  a  system  would  be  more  equitable  than  the  present. 

I  am  not  prepared  to  give  an  opinion  in  favour  of  uniting  the  statute 
labour  funds  with  the  toll  revenues  ;  but  I  should  be  decidedly  favourable 
to  a  consolidation  of  all  the  turnpike  roads  into  one  Trust.  We  have 
sometimes  one  Trust  richer  than  another,  and  in  such  cases  there  is  a  risk 
of  the  money  being  frittered  away  in  petty  jobs,  whereas  it  might  be 
otherwise  better  applied  for  the  general  public  benefit. 

I  think  the  tendency  is  rather  growing  towards  a  tax  instead  of  tolls, 
and  1  believe  this  is  likely  to  become  stronger  as  the  railways  come  into 
operation. 

Some  years  ago,  we  very  nearly  did  consolidate  our  Trusts.  There  was 
a  majority  in  favour  of  it,  but  it  was  prevented  by  some  doubts  as  to  the 
legality  of  such  a  change. 

I  think  it  would  be  better  to  have  a  few  parishes  united  into  a  district, 
with  a  common  fund  for  statute  labour,  rather  than  the  present  system, 
under  which  the  money  can  only  be  expended  in  the  parish  where  it  is 
Occasionally,  I  have  known  a  road  pass  through  a  comer  of  a 

2h 


4S3  Turrqnke  Bpq4  Inquiry — Scotland, 

Stmurto^    parish  and  a  good  4^$!  of  f^nmhimg  aji^out  keeping  U  up,  becai^  ^tva^ 
V  u    IL  •-!.   princapallj  used  by  an  adjouiiDg  parish. 

yTORK^tffK';  One  qf  the  n^MtT^ln^tionable.featurjes  of  Lqrd  Eacho>  BiU  wa«  the 
Adam        ^^^^  of  a  Central  J^ard,  which  would  have  b^en.Tery  unpalat^able  to  the. 
8kiry(i)^^'£s^i|)l^iUifits  of  iifff  djfti^ct      Thejr,  are  decidedly  in  fayqur  of  local 
management- 

I  shoidd  saj  that,  in  many  cases^  it  is  very  hard  that  a  krge  tenant  is 
excluded  from  haying  a  voice  in  the  management  of  the  roads ;  and  I 
would  be  in  favour  of  their  introduction,  although  I  have  not  heard  any 
tenant  complain  of  their  ezdusion.  Bi^t  I  have  heard  th^m  <;pmplaixi  of 
the  mismanagement  of  the  funds;  and  the  best  way  io  obviate  these 
(^plaii^^^  would  hfi  to  giv{^.  them  .a.  seat,  a^;  th€\  Bqard. 


]S^Q.  ^fh^It0bni  M'ChrU^  Chrdimy  Esq., 

B.  McCartney  I,  am  joint-clerk  of  Supplytp  the  Stewartry  of  Kirkcudbright,  and  also* 
Gordon,  £aq.  collector  of  county  rates.  Th^  Briiqe  Mtmey  is  levied,  under  the  Bead 
Act,  on  the  old  Scots  valued  rent,  apd  is  levied  entirely  firom  pn>prie.tQrB. 
It  ia^  applicable  entirely  to  bridges  on  roads  other  than  turnpikes.  The 
total,  amount  au^thqrisedj  by  the  Act  is  4s,  ^.  per  Ii.lOO  Scots.  The 
full  amount  at  prp^e^t  is  levied^  which  amounts  to  L.236, 13s^  id.  The 
money  is.allocftted  h^  the  JEload  Trusts  at  thdr  October  meeting. 
when  any  old  bridge  ia  to  be  repaired,  the  repairs  are  e^cecuted  by  the 
surveyor,  and  he  draws  upon  the  fiind  for  the  expense.  When  any  new 
bffi^e  i^.to  be,  c^cted,  application  m^t  be  inade  tq  the  Trustees.  The 
sum  expend.ed  on  repairs,  is  ^eneraiDy  very  moderate.  TJpon  i^w  bridges 
if*  18  freq^cntlymade.  a  condition  t^at  parties  applying  shall  contribute 
a  certaip  proportion  of  the  expense ;  but  ^ji^en  the  bridge^  is  small  this 
rple  is  not  adhered  to. 

I  am  aiibwed  6  per  cent,  on  the  sum  recovered,  for  acting  as  coBoctor. 
i^d  treasurer  under  the,  Police  Act ;  and  for  collecting  the  other 
county,  rates  I  have;  a  salary  of  L.50.^  The  question  of  the;  ahalition  of 
tolls  has  not  caused  much  excitement  in  bur  cpunty. 

There  are  two  tolls  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Kirkcudbright ;  one  of 
these  is  situated  very  close,  ip  the  ferry«  and  is  felt,  to  he  80i](\ew|iat,op^ 
pressive. 


No.  Ylh—Mr  Thomas  .8ia<?li;9r,.Bxaznined  :— 

Mr  Thomas       I  am  surveyor  for  all  the;  rpads  in  the.  Steirartry,  both  turnpikes,  aiid 
Blackley.     statute  labour.    I  have  two  surveyors  under  me  on  the  statute  labour 
roads.    One  has  four  diTisionSf  the  other  three,  andlke^p  one  in  n^, 
own  hand.    These  surveyors  are  employed  in  overlooking  the  workmen  ^ 
and  measuring  the  metal.     We  pay  our  workmen  once  a  quarter,  and  I 
an^  always  myself  present  at  the  pay-day.     T  employ  a  different  set  of 
«  labourers  on  the  parish  roads  from  those  on  the  turnpike  roads.    The. 
reason. for  thk  distinction  heipg  kept. up, is,  that  the  Trustees  do  not 
wish'  Xo  mix  up  {he  parish  money  with  the  toll  mon^y.    But  if  there 
were  no  such  objection  on  the  part  of  the  Trustees,  it  would  be. very 
greatly  befter,  and  a  jg;reat  saving,  to  employ  .the  same  njeji  on  the  two 
clashes  nf  roads."  Some/of  them  have  a^  'pre^^nt:to  g[0,  as  farap  five  or 
six  miles  to  tlieir'  work,  and  it  would  -be  a  great  adyan)tage  if  t)i<^,area  on , 
which  they  were  eipployed  was  reduced. 


Th 

mp   ,,,,,,  ,     .      .  .,«.-, 

wduld  he  a  jgreal  advantage  to  consolidate  the  two  da^  of  roaj^. 


is  inconvenience  would  be  obviatefl  if.  there  were,  but  one  fiu^d  kft 
turnpikes  and' statute  labour  roads.    As  far  as ,  economy  ^ops,  I  t)imk  h 
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There  is  the  same  objection  at  present  on  the  part  of  the  Trustees  to     Stewartry 
the  same  men  being  employed  in  more  than  one  pai-ish.  of 

If  four  or  five  parishes  were  united,  with  a  common  fund,  the  money  Ki'kcadbright. 
could  be  applied  to  much  greater  advantage.  ^^  Thomas 

We  do  not  find  it  troublesome  keeping  the  accounts  of  the  different     Biaokley. 
parishes  separate.    Each  man  has  his  own  book,  and  the  metal  is  kept 
distinct  for  each  parish. 

I  find  that  the  funds  at  present  are  in  many  instances  inadequate  for 
keeping  the  roads  in  proper  order,  both  statute  labour  and  turnpike. 
There  has  been  nearly  a  third  more  of  increase  of  traffic  within  the  last 
ten  years,  and  the  funds  for  the  parish  roads  have  remained  nearly  stationary. 

It  very  often  haj^tens  that  the*  estimates  I  make  of  the  sums  required 
for  the  roads  are  curtailed  by  the  Trustees.  I  know  pretty  well  before- 
hand what  sort  of  sum  I  am  likely  to  get,  and  I  endeavour  to  fiame  my 
estimates  accordingly. 

One  of  the  turnpike  roads  goes  nearly  through  the  town  of  Kirk- 
cudbright, and  forms  part  of  a  street,  t  take  charge  of  the  roads  with- 
out the  burgh;  as  soon  as  they  get  beyond  the  houses  they  fall  under 
my  care. 

Parties  working  for  hire  have  to  pay  each  time  of  passing;  a*  UAl  in  the 
Stewartry,  but  others  only  pay  once  a  day. 


iM*M 


No.  VIIlH-^iir  Joh»  AfOaakm;^  Drum,  Newabbey,  £&fl«Sned :~ 

I' am  derk  and  collector  to  the  statute  labour  roads  in  tife  7th>  district  ]|t 
of  the  Stewartry,  and  I  have  attended  the  meetings  regitUtfly^for  th^  WOtuHe&Bi 
last  27  years.  The  turnpike  road  with  which-  L  am  prif#i^pally  coit* 
oeraed  is  the  NewaU>ey  Tnst.-  This  road  >  Was  fiDrmeriy  a*  statute  labour 
road,  and  was  only  made  turnpike  after  the  pjassing  of  the  present  Ac!t' 
for  the  Stewartry  in  1840.  The  traffic  is  principally  agrieulturalt  aUid 
during^  the  summer  there  is  a  considerable  traffic  from  strsiUgen  fnKB' 
Dumfries  and  elsewhere,  going  to  sea-bathing  quartems  on  the  coast* 
l%e  tolls  on  the  road  are  principally  from  local  traffic.  I  should  s6y, 
probably  three-fourths  at  least  of  the  tolls  are  paid  by  the  fkrmers.  Thef 
road  has  been  improved  since  it  was  made  turnpike,  but  it  i6  not  so  good 
as  it  ought  to  be,  and  in  several  places  is  very  nsf  row^  not  being  more 
than  13  or  14  feet  in  breadth. 

We  borrowed  L.300  in  1857,  from  the  Mail  Trust.  The  outlay  of  this 
money  has  had  the  effect  of  improving  the  road.  The  rates  of  toll  were* 
redueed  a  few  years  ago^  to  make  them  the  same^as  the  other  Gidloway 
roads. 

The  statute  labour  roads 'are  very  bad  in  two  of  the  pHrishes;  but  in 
these  the  rates  are  not  at  the  maximum.  We  are  now'making  an  effort- 
to' raise  them,  if  we  can  get  the  coosent  of  the  proprietoi^/ which  we 
expect- to  obtain. 

The  assessment  on  the  old  valued  rent  does  not  bear  equally  on'parties* 
according  to  the  actual  value  of  their  properties.  For  instance,  on  the' 
estates  cl  Faii^th  and  Drura^  it  is  at  least  double  the  rate<per  £  of-  the* 
r«al  rent,  to  what  it  is  on  the  averager  run  of  other  estates. 

I  do-  not  think  there  is  any  feeling  in  this  quartan  in  fatoar  ofthcf- 
atx>Ution  of  tolls. 

There  are  two  tolls  between  Kirkbeaa  and>  Dtimfries, >  which  is  the' 
market  town  of  the  farmers  there* 

Under  the  Kirkcudbrightshire  Road  Acty  no  person  can  be  oaM^'  on 
t^  jpar  two  tolls  within  a  distance  of  six  miles,  eten  upon  diieffeal-rbads. 

I  think  there  is  every  reason  for  having  the  turnpikes  c^njoiDed^with' 
the  statute  labour  roads^  and  managed  tegethf r  by.  th6  sameioAoMB." 
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XIX.  COUNTY  OF  DUMFRIES. 


Edinburgh,  Tiuiday,  IM  April  1859. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

WiUiam  Smjtbe,  Esq.         |         Duncan  McLaren,  Esq. 
MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


Comtj 
])q^^^  No.  I.  James  Maealpine  Leny^  Esq.,  Examined  : — 

JaiBM  Bf.        I  am  a  landed  proprietor  in,  and  convener  of,  the  county  of  Dumfries. 

LfDj,  Esq.  Amongst  other  county  business,  I  have  turned  my  attention  to  the  subject 
of  roa^s.  We  have  a  general  County  Turnpike  Act  for  Dumiriesabire, 
which  will  expire  in  1861.  There  are  four  districts  in  the  county.  The 
Trustees  in  these  districts  held  meetings  to  consider  the  subject  of  a  new- 
Bill,  and  were  generally  agreed  upon  what  should  be  its  prorisions ;  but 
the  matter  has  been  suffered  to  lie  over  in  the  meantime,  until  it  should 
be  seen  what  might  be  the  result  of  the  present  Commission  on  roads. 

Mr  attention  has  chiefly  been  directed  to  the  fourth  district,  in  which 
I  reside,  but  the  affairs  of  all  are  conducted  in  a  similar  manner.  We  have 
one  general  clerk  for  the  four  districts,  and  he  is  paid  in  proportion  to  the 
sum  levied  in  each  district ;  there  is  a  separate  clerk  in  one  of  the  district& 
The  principal  derk  has  a  small  salary  paid  from  the  general  funds  of  the 
county.  The  aocoimts  are  kept  quite  distinct.  There  are  three  surveyors 
in  the  county,  and  the  statute  labour  aod  turnpike  roads  are  generally 
under  the  same  surveyors.  Generally  speaking,  the  system  in  tlw  county 
of  Dumfries  has  given  entire  satisfaction. 

The  statute  labour  funds  levied  in  one  parish  are  expended  within  that 
parish  ;  but  the  Act  contains  a  power  to  aid  other  parishes.  It  is  levied 
on  the  old  valued  rent ;  but  one  of  the  points  upon  which  we  were  unani- 
mously agreed  was,  that  it  ought  to  be  levied  according  to  the  new  valua- 
tion roll.  The  onlv  difficult]^  in  carrying  that  but  was,  that  it  might  press 
unjustly  on  the  railwavs,  which  are  valued  very  high.  The  value  or  tiie 
railways  in  Dumfriesshire  is,  I  believe,  nearly  L.  83,367)  whilst  the  real 
value  of  the  county  is  about  L. 336,054.  Our  present  maximum  rate  is 
40s.  on  the  100  merks  valued  rent,  of  which  dOs.  is  payable  by  the  occupiers^ 
and  10s.  bv  the  landlords.  This  is  considered  as  a  fit  proportion  to  be  paid 
by  the  landlord  when  the  assessment  amounts  to  40s.,  so  as  to  cover  per- 
manent improvements.  I  consider  it  a  just  principle^  that  the  proprietor 
should  be  made  to  pay  for  permanent  improvements.  There  may  be  a 
difficulty  in  determining  what  the  term  ^  permanent  improvement  *  should 
be  held  to  include. 
The  turnpike  roads  are  all  specified  in  the  Local  Act. 
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We  have  no  power  under  the  Act  of  Pftrliament  of  making  new  roads.       Conntj 
The  Trustees  have  large  powers  as  regards  statute  labour  roads.  <>f 

Our  debt  is  in  reality  verj  small,  and  does  not  interpose  any  obstacle     *'"™|^«- 
to  the  consolidation  of  Trusts.    There  would  perhaps,  however,  be  little     james  If. 
necessity  for  a  consolidation  of  Trusts  in  the  county,  as  it  is  geographically    Leny,  Esq. 
divided  mto  valleys  which  form  natural  districts.    A  report  of  the  accounts 
of  the  districts  is  laid  once  a  year  before  the  general  meeting  of  the  Trus- 
tees, and  the  accounts  are  annually  published  in  the  newspapers. 

In  speaking  of  the  county  roads^  I  except  the  Glasgow  and  Carlisle 
Road,  which  is  under  a  separate  Trust,  and  is  burdened  with  a  heavy  debt. 
^  Since  the  railways  have  come  into  Dumfriesshire,  there  is  now  little  dis- 
tinction between  the  traffic  on  turnpikes  and  statute  labour  roads.  I  would, 
therefore,  be  disposed  to  support  turnpike  roads  generally  on  the  same 
system  as  statute  labour  roads;  but  in  this  opinion  I  stood  single  at  the 
county  meeting  at  Dumfries  two  years  ago.  I  was  not,  however,  disposed 
to  go  the  whole  length  of  abrogating  tolls,  as  my  idea  was,  that  no  toll 
should  be  placed  where  the  revenue  did  not  amoant  to  L.lOO  or  upwards, 
and  that  the  side  bars  should  not  be  permitted  to  exist.  You  cannot  have 
a  system  of  tolls,  or  any  other  system,  without  injustice  in  some  instances. 
I  think  if  you  were  to  do  away  with  tolls  altogether,  you  would  have  very 
great  injustice  under  an  assessment.  Take  the  case  of  a  quarnr  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Dumfries  causing  a  great  traffic  on  the  road,  I  cannot 
see  how,  by  an  assessment  on  the  rent,  you  could  make  that  quarry  pay 
for  the  injury  done  to  the  road.  I  see  a  great  difficulty  with  regard  to 
minerals,  and  the  more  I  have  reflected  on  the  subject  1  see  greater  diffi- 
culties in  regard  to  doing  away  with  tolls. 

I  have  considered  the  subject  of  an  assessment  on  horses,  but  I  would 
prefer  an  assessment  on  lands  and  heritages  only,  as  the  simplest.  Those 
who  would  be  assessed  for  horses,  are,  in  many  cases,  poor  people,  on  whom 
such  an  assessment  would  be  heavy,  and  from  whom  it  would  be  difficult  of 
collection. 

I  think  the  assessment  should  be  levied  on  the  occupier  to  a  certain 
extent,  but  I  would  lay  a  portion  of  it  on  the  owner. 

I  see  no  objection  to  the  mtroduction  of  resoectable  tenants  into  the  road 
management,  but  I  doubt  if  these  would  be  tne  class  of  parties  who  would 
attend.  I  think,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Poor  Law,  there  would  be  a  difficulty 
in  getting  respectable  tenants  to  accept  of  the  office.  I  am  not  aware  that 
there  are  any  complaints  at  present  of  the  tenants  being  excluded. 

We  have  bridge  money  in  Dumfriesshire,  which  is  levied  on  the  valued 
rent,  and  laid  on  the  owners.  The  maximum  assessment  for  the  county  is 
L.594  per  annum,  and  about  that  sum  is  levied  annually.  It  is  exclusively 
for  bridges  on  statute  labour  roads ;  but  we  have  also  helped  to  buOd  expen- 
sive bridges  on  turnpikes,  which  the  Turnpike  Trustees  were  not  able  to  erect 
without  assistance.  This  has  been  by  voluntary  contribution.  In  the  case 
of  statute  labour  road  bridges,  only  one-half  is  given  from  the  Bridge  Money 
Fund,  the  remainder  being  provided  by  the  parties  applying.  One  of  the 
difficulties  I  have  encountered  was,  in  ascertaining  wna^  particular  roads 
had  a  right  to  claim  public  money  as  statute  labour  roads ;  and  uiUess  a 
road  has  already  received  public  money,  the  parish  would  be  unwilling  to 
give  it  any.  A  mill  road  is  usually  reckoned  a  statute  labour  road,  on 
account  of  its  being  necessarily  a  convenience  for  the  public.  There  are 
many  cases  of  roads  which  are  of  a  public  nature,  but  upon  which  no  statute 
labour  money  is  laid  out. 
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^"^^^  Giatigm,  Friday,  ittA  if^  3  859 


MKMBBW  PKBgEinr. 


"William  ISmjtbie,  JBjsq.  |     8ir  James  Fergussoo,  Btft 

MR  SMTT»£  IN  THS  OHAJE. 


was  Andrew  H^ga/t^  Esq.,  ▼nkiTv  QUqgow : — 

ili.  HiO.  Bi%»  I  am  clerk  to  the  Glasgow  and  Carlisle  Turnpike,  and  tke  Evao  W«|tf 
Turnpike  Trusts^  which  are  now  under  the  saine  management^  havipg  the 
same  ojQicejcs,  although  the  accounts  are  kept  distinct.  The  Efss  W«tar 
Boad  was  constructed  under  an  Act  passed  in  17d8,  but  was  takea  up  ^ 
the  GJasgoji^  and  Carlisle  Boad  Trustees  about  fifteen  yean  ago. 

The  Cfkugow  ond  CarU$le  Boad  was  copstructed  under  the  Aft  56  to. 
III.,  cap.  83, 1816»  and  is  also  r^nlated  by  another  A^t,  5H  Geo.  lII.,eH». 
U,  1818 ;  C9  Geo.  III.,  cap.  90, 1810 ;  1  and  2  Geo.  lY.,  i:ap.  ]27i  1821; 
2  Will.  rV.,  cap.  100, 1832.  The  principal  impix>Teinent8  iipoQ  thei«d 
^erje  effected  under  the  Commissioners  for  Highland  Boads  and  Briis^ 
The  road  extends  from  Hamilton  to  Citfiisle,  with  the  £van  Water  B<»4 
interposed  between  two  sections  of  it.  The  entire  length  is  70i  wki» 
wherfeof  there  are  in  Lanarkshire«  32  milesy  in  Dumfriesshire,  9^i,  sad  ^ 
Cumberland  9  miles.  There  are  12  t(4]s~*<one  of  which  is  in  GuniheiMi 
besides  cheek-bars.    These  are  all  let    The  n^enna  from  the  tolls  vi% 

For  the  year  18/;64»7,  L.2,326    5    0 

„         1857-58,  .  .  .  2,921    1    % 

Since  that  date,  the  rerenue  has  been  rather  on  the  inerease. 
The  ^a^penditure  for  maintenAnce>  And  suryeyor^s  salaiy,  was, 

For  1856-5T,  ....        L.1,719  18    8 

„  1857-58,  ....  1^688    0    8 

In  both  these  years,  there  has  been  frxim  L.400  to  L.500  of  extraardinvy 
repairs  on  bridges,  footpaths,  etc.  The  treasurer's  salary  is  L.50,  and  w^ 
clerk's  L.120. 

The  debt  is  divided  into  two  sections, — ^that  belonging  to  CumbeiM 
and  that  belonging  to  Scotland.  The  Scotch  debt  to  Government,  is  npOB 
a^  settlement  at  Whitsunday  1848,  amounted  to        .        ]L  10,336   9  2 

And  to  private  creditors,  ....  20,688   4  3 

L.31,0a4  13  4 
Interest  dpe  on  the  public  or  Govemn^nt  debt,  at 
Whitsunday  1858,  at  5  per  cent..       L.5;349    3  10 
And  on  the  private  creditors*  debt,  less 
payments  to  aocoiii^t.     .  .  8,592    0    Z 

•> ,       8^1    4   1 

Total  Scotch  debt,  with  interest^        L.39,965  iM 

The  English  or  Cumberland  debt,  which  is  wholly  due  to  Government, 
is L.34,226    3   5 

Some  payments  have  been  made  to  Government  out  of  the  sorphis  wh 
bat  no  interest  has  ever  been  aoeumulated,  or  added  to  the  capital. 
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The  assets  at  SOtli  June  1858,  wdre  as  fdllows:-^  Conn^ 

Consigned  in  National  Bairic  of  Scotland  to  tnv^A^^ 

answer  certain  dahns,  L.900    0    0  •  j^^rU^ 

Balance  in  Union  Bank  on  account  of  Scotch  *"  ""*•  ™»* 

section,  less  L.60,  168.  3d.  due  treasurer,      .  1,183    8    d 

Balance  in  Union  Bank  on  account  of  the  English 

section,  .....  668    7    4 

B J  the  Act  of  Parliament,  the  priyate  creditors  on  the  Scotch  section  are 
entitled  to  receive  interest  on  nieur  debts  t>efore  any  interest  is  paid  to 
Government.    Upon  the  debt  due  to  the  private  creditors  there  was  paid, 


In  1853, 
„  1854, 
»  1855, 
„  1856, 
„  1857, 


L.1,018  10  1 
d09  12  1 
658  8  10 
501  9  11 
220  17    8 


The  fieJling  o£f  in  the  last  years  is  accounted  for  by  the  opening  of  the 
Lesmahagow  Rail^y  which  runs  parallel  to  the  toad  a  j^fsH  6f  its  wav, 
and  the  e^Ktraordinary  repahrs  on  bridges.  Last  year,  the  sum  applicable 
to  payment  of  interest  amounted  to  about  L.900,  and  We  ^  no  reasoA  why 
we  should  not  be  able  to  pay  somewhere  about  the  saihe  atoouilt  in  ftiture. 
Up  to  the  period  when  the  Caledonian  Railway  was  opened  in  18*52,  the 
private  creditors  received  5  per  cent,  interest  upon  their  debts.  By  a6 
agreement  with  the  privltte  creditors,  the  Caledonian  Railway  Compltny 
advanced  L.  15,000  to  the  committee  for  the  private  creditoits,  tAie  Whole 
of  whdse  debts  were  secured  simply  on  the  tolls.  This  sum  of  L.  15,000 
was  to  be  paid  to  the  different  creditors,  with  the  view  t6  buy  up  the^ 
debts,  and  get  quit  of  theik*  opposition  to  the  l^way  tHiSi ',  &nd  the  tran- 
saction has  only  not  been  finaliy  completed,  in  consequence  of  some  of  the 
creditors  not  being  discoverable,  and  one  or  two  refusing  to  accede  t6  the 
arranJB^ement.  So,  tiiat  for  the  L.  15,000,  which  the  CaledontaiSi  Railway 
Company  paid,  they  now  stand  as  creditors  xxpaii  the  road  ibr  upwards  oJF 
L.20,000.  Tins  debt  originally  arose  by  fiUbscripttons  from  partfes  inte^ 
rested  in  the  line  of  the  road.  Money  was  borrowed  on  the  pentofaal 
security  of  the  Trustees  for  further  improvements^  but  the  whole  of  thai 
debt  has  been  paid  off. 

TU  Evan  Water  Turnpike  is  13^  miles  in  length,-^  which  iieven 
miles  are  in  Lanarkshire,  and  6^  in  Dumfrioshire.  There  are  twid  tdli 
on  the  road,  which  are  let.    The  revenue  from  tolls  was. 

For  the  year  1866-57,  ....        L.47    0    6 
„         1867-58,    .  .  .  .  48    b    0 


The  expenditure,  for  maintenance  and  surveyor's  salary, 

For  the  year  1856-57,  .  .        L.161    1    1 

„         1857-58,  .  .  39  15  10 

The  expenditure  for  1856-57  includes  L.108t  Os.  lid:  of  extra  repairs 
on  bridges. 

The  debt  at  30th  June  1858,  amountSed  to  L.5,3dO.     The  assets  at  tha^ 
time  consisted  of  a  balance  in  the  Union  Bank  of  Scotlatad  of  L.1,202, 


of  the  surplus  fbnds,  but  they  have  hot  yet  beeti  paid  iliiythihg.    The 

treasurer's  sali^  is  L.10.  -       ■  i         i      j 

There  if  no  reason  why  the  Glasgow  and  Clu-lisle  Tu^pike;  and  th^ 
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CoDDty       Evan  Water  Turnpike  Trusts  should  not  be  entirelv  consolidated.    I  think 
^^ .        it  would  be  very  desirable  that  they  should,  for  the  toll-bars  at  the  one 
Pumfrtes.     extremity  of  the  two  Trusts  are  so  near  one  another  that  it  really  oomes 
L.  Hill,  Esq.   ^  ^  oppressive  ;  but  for  the  debts  they  are  virtually  one  Trust. 

We  refer,  for  further  observations,  to  our  evidence  as  to  other  roads  in 
Benfrewsbu%  and  Lanarkshire. 


Edinburgh^  25th  May  1859. 


MSllBEBS  PRESENT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.         |         Duncan  M'Laren^  Esq. 
MR  8MYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  III.  John  Gilchrist  Clarke  Esq.  of  Speddoch,  Examined  : — 

John  G.  I  am  a  proprietor  in  Dumfiiesshire,  and  am  joint  convener  of  the 

Clark,  Esq.    Seventh  District  of  Statute  Labour  Roads.     The  oounty  is  divided  by  the 

Statute  into  eight  districts,  one  being  the  burgh  of  Dumfries  and  adjoining 

Sarishes.  The  seventh  district  comprises  four  parishes.  The  statute 
tbour  money  is  levied  and  applied  parochially,  with  separate  accounts  for 
each  parish,  but  only  one  collector  for  the  whole  district.  If  SOs.  the  100 
merks  or  under,  the  whole  assessment  is  raised  from  the  occupants.  The 
assessment  is  levied  under  the  old  Scots  valuation. 

If  the  assessment  were  laid  on  according  to  the  real  rent,  I  do  not  think 
it  would  materially  alter  the  amount  laid  on  different  properties.  The 
general  feeling,  so  far  as  I  know,  is  in  favour  of  adopting  the  new  valua- 
tion. 

There  is  one  survevor  for  the  district,  who  also  has  the  charge  of  that 
division  of  the  turnpike  roads.  And  there  is  a  power,  with  consent  of  a 
certain  proportion  of  the  heritors  or  trustees,  to  apply  in  special  cases  the 
funds  of  one  parish  to  roads  within  another. 

I  would  not  wish  to  see  any  alteration  made  in  the  present  system  of 
tolls.  I  consider  it  a  fairer  mode  of  raising  the  necessary  funds  than  any 
system  of  assessment  which  I  have  ever  heard  suggested. 

The  traffic  of  the  roads  with  which  I  am  interested  has  not  been  ma- 
terially affected  by  railways.  The  district  is  mainly  agricultural  and 
pastoral. 

The  feeling  of  the  gentlemen  in  the  county  generally  is  against  any 
alteration  of  the  present  system. 

My  objections  to  an  assessment  on  lands  are,  that  such  an  assessment 
would  of  course  be  a  uniform  one,  and  that  there  are  many  parties,  pro- 
prietors and  occupiers,  who  use  the  roads  now  to  a  great  extent,  whilst 
others  use  them  very  little.  The  payment  made  for  the  roads  would  be 
uniform,  while  the  interest  in  the  roads  would  be  very  different. 

An  assessment  on  horses  was  strongly  objected  to,  because  many  farms 
would,  under  this  assessment,  entirely  escape,  such  as  sheep  farms ;  and 

X'ciiltural  farms,  with  a  large  number  of  horses,  would  be  rated  for  the 
le  number,  whilst  the  use  made  of  the  road  b  much  more  limited. 
If  the  assessment  were  laid  one-half  on  horses  and  one-half  on  land,  it 
might  possibly  so  far  remove  the  objection. 

I  think  the  collection  of  such  an  assessment  would  be  expensive. 
The  traffic  on  the  parish  roads  I  consider  to  be  entirely  local,  but  in  the 
district  with  which  I  am  connected  there  is  still  a  good  deal  of  through 
traffic  on  the  turnpike  roads. 
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I  think  it  would  be  dedrable  to  make  an  alteration  in  the  period  at  Conatj 

which  the  assessment  is  made  payable.  ^    ^Mml 

We  calculate  that  4d.  per  £  on  the  new  Valuation  Roll  would  produce  ^""^^ 

as  much  as  40s.  on  the  100  merks.  John  6. 

There  may  be  occasional  cases  of  hardship ;  but  I  think,  upon  the  whole,  Clark,  Esq. 
the  tolls  fall  equally  and  equitably  upon  those  who  use  the  roads. 


Edinburgh^  2Qth  May  1859. 


IfEMBERS  PRESENT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.  |  Sir  Andrew  Orr. 

MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  rV.  Mr  Jame8  Churchy  Tower  of  Sark,  Examined : — 

I  am  a  farmer  in  the  Langholm  District,  in  the  parish  of  Canonbie.  r  J.  Chorch. 
The  roads  in  the  district,  both  turnpike  and  statute  labour,  are  all  under 
one  surveyor.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  mineral  traffic,  which  cuts  up  the 
roads  very  much.  The  traffic  on  the  turnpike  roads  has  very  much 
diminished  since  the  introduction  of  railways.  There  is  now  not  much 
distinction  between  the  traffic  on  the  turnpikes  and  that  on  the  statute 
labour  roads.    It  is  mostly  local  traffic. 

The  subject  of  the  abolition  of  tolls  has  not  excited  much  interest  or 
discussion  in  my  neighbourhood.  My  farm  is  an  arable  one.  I  think  an 
assessment  in  lieu  of  tolls  would  press  harder  on  a  pastoral  farm  than  on 
an  arable  farm  like  mine.  Carlisle  is  my  market  town,  from  which  I  am 
distant  thirteen  miles.  There  are  only  two  tolls  between  me  and  that 
town.  Neither  of  these  tolls  are  in  Scotland,  my  farm  being  close  on  the 
Border.  The  tolls  are  small,  and  not  in  any  way  oppressive.  They 
hardly  can  be  said  to  be  a  matter  of  consideration  in  estimating  what  the 
rent  of  the  farm  should  be.  I  pay  about  L.4  or  L.6  a  year  as  statute 
labour  money,  or  nearly  1  per  cent,  on  my  rent,  which  is  about  L.460. 

If  an  assessment  of  6d.  per  £  was  imposed  in  lieu  of  tolls  and  statute 
labour  money,  I  think  the  burden  would  not  be  heavier  than  what  we 
now  pay. 

I  think  the  roads  would  be  better  managed  if  four  or  five  parishes  were 
united  into  a  district,  and  the  statute  labour  money  raised  in  one  parish 
were  not  necessarily  to  be  expended  within  that  parish. 

If  any  tenants  are  to  be  admitted  into  the  management  of  the  roads,  I . 
think  the  number  ought  to  be  small.    I  think  the  proprietors  at  present 
make  a  perfectly  good  Board,  although  there  are  few  resident  proprietors 
in  the  district.    My  opinion  is,  that  a  limited  number  form  a  better 
Board  than  a  more  numerous  one. 

I  think  the  turnpike  and  statute  labour  roads  should  be  amalgamated. 


No.  V.  John  Dalrymple  Murray,  Esq.  of  Murraythwaite,  Examined  i-^ 

I  am  a  landed  proprietor  in  the  county  of  Dumfries,  and  a  Trustee  on      John  D. 
the  turnpike  roads,  chiefly  in  the  Se(»nd  or  Annan  District,  in  which  I  Murray,  Esq. 
have  taken  an  active  4)art  for  fully  thirty  years.    I  have  also  taken  an 
interest  in  the  statute  labour  roads  of  the  district. 

The  debt  has  been  very  much  decreased  of  late  years.  The  principal 
road  is  now  clear  of  debt,  except  a  sum  of  L.2,000  of  postponed  debt  to 
the  Glasgow  and  South  Western  Railway.  Th^re  has  as  yet  been  no 
interest  paid  to  the  railway,  and  no  prospect  of  any  for  some  years  to 
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Cevnty       eome.    This  Was  the  antieipation  aiid  %ridiM«iididg^  of  the  Tnistees  at 

^^     the  time  the  arrangement  was  made. 

*^^"'^'        •In  ^  district  there  is  a  farther  debt,  araoimting,  in  «11>  io  I/.871',*diie 

Mm  T>,      upon  other  roads  in  the  district. 

M«rray»  Bb^.      Previous  to  the  opening  of  the  railway  from  Datiifiies  to  Or^'na,  the 

tolls  on  the  main  road  averi^^  about  L.2,000  a-yeiAr,  whereat  tfaej  have 

now  fallen  to  between  L.400  and  L.600,  and  the  amount  is  still  decreastiiff. 

The  expense  of  keeping  up  the  road  has  also  considerably  diminished, 
but,  for  many  years  to  oome,  I  think  there  is  no  prospect  of  any  sarplns. 

A  considerable  amount  of  debt  has  been  paid  off  during  the  last  five 
years,  averaging  about  L.100. 

Some  of  the  roads  have  been  allowed  latterly  to  deteriorate,  from  the 
inadequacy  of  the  funds,  caused  by  our  thus  paying  off  the  debt ;  and  if 
they  were  to  be  kept  in  such  a  state  as  the  increased  traffic  from  the  rail* 
way  requires,  a  considerably  larger  expenditure  would  be  necessary. 

The  road  from  Gretna  to  Dumfries  nas  suffered  most,  from  being  nearly 
parallel  to  the  railway ;  but  on  some  of  the  cross  roads,  which  act  as  feeders 
to  the  railway,  the  traffic  has  increased. 

I  am  my§«lf  opposed  to  the  abolition  of  tolls  so  long  as  the  debt  sttbaints^ 
asd  tUs  is  the  general  <^iAion  of  the  gentlemen  in  tht  dif^ct,  as  fiv  as  I 
ain  awarew  Even  if  the  debt  were  arranged,  1  do  not  seie  my  way  to  am 
plan  that  would  be  better  than  the  present  and  i  would  decidedly  irigea 
to  ant  tax  on  horses. 

I  think  a  toll  is  fairest,  because,  by  means  df  ii,  thoa6  lAko  use  the  nwda 
pay  for  them  ;  but  the  use  made  of  roads  is  not  eertaiidy  r^resented  by 
the  suiii  paid  for  tolls. 

I  would  disapprove  of  placing  the  tura|iikeB  and  statute  labour  ivadi 
under  one  management.  I  have  not  considered  whether  any  saving  woM 
result  from  such  a  union. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  statute  labour  districts  might  with  advantage 
be  extended,  but  I  am  aware  this  is  not  the  genial  opinion  of  the  Trasteea. 

I  tlukik  the  present  mode  of  assessment  on  the  old  Yaluation  "BM  m 
verv  unequal,  and  that  it  would  be  much  fairer  to  levy  the  fimds  m  tlie 
real  rentfeil  under  the  Valuation  Boll. 

In  ray  division  we  have  one  surveyor  and  one  collector  for  the  wbole 
division,  but  the  funds  levied  in  each  parish  are  expended  within  that 
parish.  I  think  it  would  be  much  better  to  unite  the  parishes  under  one 
management  and  one  set  of  accounts,  leaving  the  frmds  to  be  expended 
in  any  ftxt  of  the  districti  irrespective  of  the  parishes  from  which  th^ 
are  derived. 


.<>..  1^^         ..a^..       ■_       ■>         #-       .  M  dm      ^k  .  t 


•I  inn  -1 


DamfiVBS,  Wednesday,  Ist  June  1859^ 

MBBEBCRS  PBESENT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.      |      Sir  James  F^guiqan^  Bart 
MR  SMYTliJi  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  VI.  Robert  Threshie,  Esq.,  Examined  :-^ 

Kobert  I  am  general  clerk  and  treasurer  to  th^s  Turnpike  Trustees  of  the 

Thr«M6»  &q.  6ounty  of  Dtlmfries. 

The  county  is  divided  into  four  turnpike  road  district^,  and  the  flmds 
^eaeh  partieulat  t'oad  in  each  of  the  districts  are  kept  separate  and  dis- 
tinct, although  in  all  other  respects  they  a^  consolidated. 

Wt  cdneeive  it  jtst  to  the  pubtie  who  pay  the  tolls,  thii  fhisj  Aumld 
iMve  their  tiioney  expended  oh  the  road  on  wmch  they  pa^  toXL 

There  is  a  good  deal  of  trouble  in  keeping  all  the  aoebllntB  mptiMi 
Uief^  ate  sa  to  25  of  these  over  iht  whole  coonty. 
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The  ^nend  body  of  Traslees  hold  two  general  meetiiigs  ^mauMf  tt      Covtrtgr 
Dumfries.    They  do  not  practicallj  interfere  with  the  Buwageaieiit  4n  4he         ^ 
districts,  after  bavingr  £xed  these,  and  appointed  their  iirst  laeetingf,  and     *^°""^ 
elected  their  convener.    The  buMen,  thesefore  (so  far  as  tvmpilRiiB       imm% 
are  concenied),  is  merely  formal.    It  is  somewhat  different  in  the  OMtler  Tteesklfr,  flto^. 
of  the  statute  labour  roads.    The  same  general  meetings  at  Dumfries 
reoM¥e  reports  ef  the  state  ^  the  roads  in  the  several  staitiite  hi^our 
AtvisioBs  or  •districts,  which  are  eight  in  number^  "^l  the  ttmomt  ef  assess^ 
nent  in  'each  dhrision,  appoint  the  eouTeners,  and  'oeeasieiially  r0mm  or 
eocpress  an  opinion  on  the  division  tnanagement. 

The  six  mile  clause  is  in  operation  wider  the  lioeal  Act,  b«t  it  4oM  ttKUt 
apply  either  to  the  separate  roads  wHhin  the  district,  or  to  lAie  itistoicte 
themselves  ;  so  that  a  party,  in  some  -cases,  mar  so  pass  iirto  c^ennt  iiMds 
•8  to  be  -compelled  to  pay  three  tolls  in  six  miles,  hot  tins  is  a  ram  case. 

On  one  or  two  of  the  turnpike  roads,  the  revenne  is  hardly  sufficient  te 
maintenance,  in  eonsequence  of  the  rule  which  we  adopt  of  keeping  the 
accounts  sepsnte,  and  limitnig  the  expmditire  to  the  amount  sained  upon 
each  road. 

I  produce  «epy  of  minutes  «f  tneeting  of  Road  Trastees  on  5th  HMMntt 
ISSS, 

There  is  one  road  of  eight  miles  in  length  on  the  confines  of  AytihM 
which  was  at  one  time  a  turnpike,  hut  the  toll  wae  albandoned  ahout  eight 
years  ago,  and  it  is  now  maintained  out  ef  the  statute  labour  taidi* 
There  are  one  or  two  other  roads  which  might  be  simikrly  i^andoned. 

I  think  some  statute  labour  rcMids  mighft  be  very  beneficially  ooBTerted 
into  turnpikes,  and  vic$  eersa, — a  pow^  to  aocompynh  this  was  propoaed 
to  be  introduced  into  the  new  County  Act. 

The  effect  of  railways  has  been  materially  to  alter  the  tiaffic  on  ntaltfte 
labour  roads,  and  make  them,  in  some  instaooes,  of  moreimportanoe  than 
some  of  the  turnpike  roads.  The  expense  of  keeping  up  these  roads,  how* 
ever,  has  not  aa  yet  been  materially  felt.  The  traffic  on  sueh  Made  b 
not  exclusively  the  traffic  of  the  parish  in  which  the  road  is  situated^  It 
is  a  fust  cause  of  complunt  that  a  parish  should  have  to  maititAin  inoh  a 
road,  and  hence  my  view  that  such  roads  should  be  made  turnpike. 

I  see  no  means  of  obviating  this  complaint,  except  by  taking  power  to 
increase  the  statute  labour  assessment  in  the  parish,  and  throwing  a  part 
of  the  assessment  upon  the  landlord.  It  would  certainly  lessen  the  eein« 
plaint,  if  power  were  taken  to  increase  the  area  of  assessment. 

The  objection  that  I  see  to  extending  the  parish  maaii^enient  into 
districts  is,  that  we  consider  the  present  parish  management  practieaiiy  a 
good  one.  The  Trustees  are  wedded  in  some  degree  to  the  mtem  of 
parish  management,  but  I  do  not  see  any  objection  to  adopting  tne  wider 
system  of  districts. 

We  have  one  surveyor  for  each  district,  who  has  charge  of  both  parish 
and  turnpike  roads.  He  gives  in  an  estimate  annually  of  the  sums  re* 
quired  for  each  road,  which  is  submitted  to  and  subject  to  the  approba- 
tion of  the  four  district  turnpike  meetings,  and  the  eight  division  statute 
labour  meetings.  The  salary  of  our  surveyor  averages  about  L.160  a 
year.  I  think  it  better  to  have  these  separate  surveyors  than  have  the 
whole  under  one  man.  I  think  this  plan  more  fitted  for  this  conn^« 
We  take  care  that  our  surveyors  are  properly  qualified,  and  eareftdly 
selected  men. 

.  The  quidification  of  a  Turnpike  Eoad  Trustee  is  the  possession  of  150 
merks  Scots  of  the  old  valued  rent,  which  may  be  stated  at  about  L.200 
sterling  a  y«ar,  whilst  that  for  parish  roads  is  L.75.  The  general  feeUng; 
in  the  county  seems  now  to  be,  that  the  qualification  for  a  Road  Trustee 
(whether  statute  labour  or  turnpike),  should  be  the  same  as  that  of  a 
Commissioner  of  Supply.    It  was  never  proposed  to  intvednee  te&ante . 
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Ooanty      into  tlie  management,  and  I  do  not  tbink  tbey  have  any  derire  to  be  so 
^    ^^        introduced,  being  perfectly  satisfied  witb  tbe  present  management. 
Pwnfrics.        j|.  ^  ^j^  ^^  general  feeling  in  tbe  comity,  tbat  the  statute  labonr 
Robert       assessment  sbould  be  imposed  according  to  tbe  real  rent  instead  of  the  old 
Threshie,  Esq.  valued  rent. 

I  am  of  opinion  that,  but  for  tolls,  many  of  tbe  roads  in  this  countj 
would  never  naye  been  made.  Many  of  these  roads  have,  however,  been 
aided  in  making  by  subscriptions,  which  have  never  been  repaid  or 
claimed.  I  am  aware,  too,  tbat  the  parish  roads  bare  been  improved 
under  a  STstem  of  assessment ;  but  I  consider  the  statute  labour  money, 
which  is  levied  on  the  occupier,  to  be  so  raised  for  the  maintenance  of 
these  roads  only,  and  not  for  extensive  improvements.  Hence,  when  tbe 
statute  labour  assessment  reaches  the  maximum,  we  haye  introduced  a 
power  in  our  County  Act  to  raise  a  further  sum  on  the  landlord  to  be 
applied  to  such  improvements ;  and  this  power  of  additional  aaaessment 
on  the  landlord  we  propose  in  the  new  County  Bill  to  extend. 

I  think  that  an  increased  rate,  consequent  on  an  abolition  of  toll-ban^ 
for  the  making  and  improying  of  turnpike  roads,  would  be  so  much  ob- 
jected to  by  the  occupiers  or  rate-payers,  tbat  it  would  become  practicallj 
impossible  to  make  extensive  improvements  on  the  present,  or  to  am- 
struct  new  roads.  h 

This  difficulty  mig^t  to  a  certain  extent  be  removed  by  separate  rates 
on  tenant  and  landlord,  for  maintenance  and  improvements  respectively. 

I  estimate  that  the  present  assessment  for  statute  labour  money 
throughout  the  whole  county,  amounts  to  a  rate  of  about  2^d.  per  £  on 
the  real  rent,  according  to  the  new  Valuation  Roll. 

A  rate  of  6d.  per  £  would  more  than  cover  all  the  present  expenditure 
on  turnpikes,  statute  labour  roads,  and  bridges;  but  1  would  consider 
such  an  assessment  oppressive  on  occupiers  if  they  were  called  on  to  pay 
the  whole. 

A  luge  amount  of  turnpike  debt,  upwards  of  L.20,000,  has  been  paid 
off  during  the  last  25  years,  and  our  present  debt  is  yery  trifling. 

The  tolls  haye  been  very  much  reduced  during  tbe  last  few  yean,'  and 
are  now  very  low. 

We  haye  large  pastoral  farms  in  this  county,  and  we  do  not  think  that, 
practically,  there  is  any  iigustice  in  the  sheep  farmers  and  arable  fiurmen 
being  made  to  pay  the  same  rates. 

As  far  as  I  have  come  in  contact  with  the  farmers  of  the  county,  I  have 
heard  y^  strong  objections  to  the  proposed  tax  on  horses;  and  there  is 
a  prevailing  opinion  in  this  part  of  the  county,  that  in  the  pamphlets  and 
public  prints  against  the  s^rstem  of  toU-bars,  there  is  a  very  great  exaggtfSr 
tion  of  the  evil  or  inequahty  of  that  system,  and  that  the  estimate  formed 
in  these  papers  of  the  expense  of  collecting  the  toll-bar  revenue  is  over- 
rated one-half  at  the  least.  ,  Taking  the  average  of  the  toll-bars  in  this 
eounty,  I  am  convinced  the  cost  does  not  excedi  from  10  to  20  per  cent 
The  persons  who  annually  compete  for  the  toll-bars  at  the  days  of  roup 
are  generally  elderly  men,  or  sometimes  women,  who  haye  other  means 
or  employment,  are  surfacemen  on  tbe  road  adjoining,  or  tradesmen  of  some 
sort,  or  small  cattle  dealers,  who  find  the  place  of  residence,  or  the  public 
nature  of  the  situation,  to  be  useful  to  them. 

I  may  mention  that,  besides  tbe  revenue  from  tbe  toll-bars  and  from 
tbe  assessment  for  statute  labour  in  this  county,  there  is  both  a  coonty 
rate,  and,  where  deemed  necessary,  a  district  rate  for  bridges,— which 
bridge  money  assessment  is  levied  on  the  landlord  and  not  on  the  occn- 
pier,— *which  assessments  are  limited  in  amoMnti.  Under  the  County  ict, 
they  are  like  the  statute  labour  rate,  leviable  on  the  eld  valued  rent,  bat 
are  now  to  be,  under  the  option  given  by  the  recent  public  Valuation  Act, 
.  levied  on  tbe  real  rent  or  new  v  Juation  of  the  county. 
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'hSjjiasTEf^ow  MsBTiNa  of  Coui^T  0F>Dxnp|WE4*  Qooo^ 

{Handed  in  hy  Mr  Threshie)  Pwfi^ 

At  Dumfries,  the  6tli  day  of  OctobCT  1888.  ^m!?b^ 

Iii  a  geo^val  meeting- of  the  Road  Trustees  of  the  county  of  Dumfries,  ^wP««Mft^  »^ 
held  to^ay,  to  receive  and  considtf  the  recommendations  and  suggestions 
made  at  the  different  district  meetings  in  the  county,  in  regard  to  the 
BeW'pn>poee4  Local  Boad  Act. 

Fre9en$i — 
His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bucdeuqh  and.  Quecoisheivy ;;  John  J»  Hoper 
Johnstone^  Esq,  of  Anniuidale,  ALP. ;  J.  Maoalpine  hwjt  Esq*,  of 
Dalswiptpn ;  etc.,  etc«9  etc* 

Me  L^nyiWA^  <;ho8en  preses  of  tba  meatiiig.  There  weir^  Uud  on  the 
table  the  minutea  of  the  meetings  held  in  the  various  districts  and  din^ 
aions,  in  reference;  to.  a  l^&w  Road  Act  for  the  coupty»  on  the  recfommen-- 
dation  of  the  general  ipeeting  of  23d  June  last. 

The  chairman,  after  statins  that  there  appeared  to  be  little  diffei^ace) 
of  opinion  as  to  the  general  features  of  the  proposed  Act,  adced  if  itr^as 
Uie  wish  of  the  meeting  that  these  qunutes  should  be  read.    Mr  Hope: 
Johnstone  suggested  the  prior  consideration  of  a  prelinnnavy  pointy  w^^ 
i|A)gh^haye  coiyiid^rable  e^ect  on  the  conduct  of  their  proceedings,  vi^., 
t(he  propriety,  of  postponing  any  Icieislative  measure  for.  a  yean     The; 
existing  Act,  so  far  as  regards  turnpike  roads,  would  be  continued  by.  the; 
genex^^tHmpike  co^tinu^ce  Act,  now  annually  passed  by  Parliai^pt. 
This  was  not  a.  sufficient  reason  for  delay;  but  he  ujoderstood  thM^ai 
Boyal  Commission  had  just  been  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  wh^le  s«^)h. 
ject  of  numaging  public  roads  in  Scot^tud.    It  was  not  improbable  thait  ai 
general  measure,  rounded  on  the  Report  of  the  Commission,  would, be. ii^. 
Iroduc^  bv  the  Qovenm^tent,  or  with  their  sanction,  and  support*  and 
Trhich  might  be  at.  variance  with  the  proposed  new  Act  for  the  coqnty# 
Such  being  the  case,  he  thought  it  would  be  prudent  to  delay  applying; 
for  a  local  .Act  for  another  year  ;  but  this  neeci  not  delay  the^con^ijera^ 
lion  of  the  changes  suggested  at  their  district  meetings.    The  viewsof  ;tlHh 
cpimty  should  be  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Commission  h^y,  m^ims 
of  a  Committee  or  otherwise,  and  a,  discussion  now  would  be  advan^, 
tageous. 

Sir  John  H.  Maxwell,  who  stated  that  he  had  leaned  from  the  Hom^ 
Secretary  that  a  Royal  Commission  had  been  nominated,  seopnded.Mr- 
Hope  Johnstone's  proposal  to  postpone  any  legislative  measure. 

The  Duke  of  Buccleuch,  having  been  informed  by  Sir  John  Maxwell 
that  the  inquiry  would  extend  to  statute  labour  roads,  and,  concurring  in 
the  opinion  that  it  would  be  premature  to  legislate  in  such  circumstances, 
im>proved  of  the  proposal  to  delay  applying  for  a  new  Act. 

The  chairman  then  put  the  question  to  the  meeting,  wibeni  it- was* 
ima^ivnously  resolyefl  not  to  apply  for  a,  Uj^w.lo^l  Act  iu  the/. next  session  i 
or  Parliament. 

Th<9i  derl^  rei4  .the  mu&utes  of  i^e  dis^ari^MQ^l  division  meetings* 

The .  suggestions  brought  under  nptiqe  were  djsoussedatcenisideriUei 
lei^h,  the  Duke,  of  Bu/^leuch,  Mr  Hop^  Jpbnsione^  the  Cbainoan^  Mr* 
dharles  Stewart,  Sir  John  H.  Maxwell,  Sir  William  JardinCf  Mr  Maxwell  * 
of  Csj^rucham  Mr  Maxwell  of  .Terr^f/^gBai^  aQd.others»  taking. part  Jn 
the  discussion. 

The  f(9UQwiiig  r^solutiotts  were  ultim^ly  luqanioiously  agreed  te^>.vit. : 

That  tne  districts  and  ^siooff,  as  arrani^  under  the  preetn^vAd, 
shall  be  unclisturbed. 

Th^t;the  quQ|ificatio9>of:Tpi8tee8  shall  continue  on  the  present  foot- 
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Coanty      ing,  with  this  proTiso,  that  the  property  affording  the  qnalificiition  maj 
^    ^^         be  valued  according  to  the  real  in  place  of  the  old  valued  rent. 
°™  That  the  maximum  rate  of  toll  contained  in  the  present  Act  shall  be 

Robert       continued. 
ThrMhie,  Esq.     That  the  paying  of  toll  at  any  one  bar  shall  exempt  firom  payment  of 
toU  at  any  other  bar  imder  the  Trust,  within  six  miles  throughoat  the 
county. 

That  a  permissive  power  to  enable  the  Trustees,  in  any  district,  to 
apply  part  of  the  general  revenue,  derived  fi:t>m  all  the  toll-bars  thereiii, 
towards  the  repair  or  improvement  of  roads  in  the  district  other  tfamn 
those  in  which  the  tolls  are  levied,  be  applied  for. 

That  the  statute  labour  assessments  shall  be  levied  on  the  real  rent, 
as  ascertained  by  the  recent  Valuation  Act,  irrespective  of  the  ancient 
Valuation. 

That  the  manmum  amount  of  assessment  shall  not  exceed  4d.  per  £ 
sterling,  the  prevailing  opinion  being,  that  of  this  sum  2id.  per  £  siiould 
be  contributed  by  the  tenants  for  the  ordinary  repair  of  the  roads,  and 
1  )d.  per  £  on  owners  for  constructing  new  lines  of  road,  or  improvements 
of  a  permanent  nature. 

That  in  place  of  the  present  general  and  division  bridge  assessment  on 
the  old  valued  rent,  assessments  of  Ss.  per  L.lOO  sterling  on  the  real  rent 
shall  be  substituted. 

That  power  be  obtained  to  enable  parishes  to  combine  for  the  purpose 
of  maintainmg  all  the  roads  in  the  combining  parishes  from  the  general 
assessments  raised  therein. 

The  meeting  was  in  favour  of  the  suggestions  that  powers  to  convert 
turnpike  into  statute  labour  roads,  to  adopt  private  roads  as  statute 
labour  roads,  or  make  new  ones,  with  consent  of  owners,  under  proper 
precautions,  and  with  the  sanction  of  a  general  meeting  of  the  Trustees 
of  the  county,  should  be  applied  for. 

That  power  be  obtained  to  borrow  money,  on  the  security  of  statute 
labour  assessments,  as  well  as  on  that  of  tolls,  on  some  such  principle  as 
that  suggested  at  some  of  the  district  meetings. 

The  suggestions  of  the  district  meetings  in  regard  to  the  conducting  of 
business  under  the  Act  were  generally  acquiesced  in. 

Mr  Hope  Johnstone  stated  that  he  had  put  himself  in  communication 
with  the  Caledonian  Railway  Company  in  regard  to  the  financial  position 
of  the  Glasgow  and  Carlisle  Road  Trust,  and  at  his  request  a  letter,  ad- 
dressed to  him  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Company,  of  wnich  the  following 
is  a  copy,  was  read : — 

Caledonian  Railway  Company's  Offices, 
55,  Renfield  Street,  Glasgow,  21st  August  1858. 

Dear  Sir, — ^Mr  M*Kay  sent  me,  some  days  ago,  a  copy  of  your  letter  to 
him  of  the  9th,  and,  with  my  Board's  sanction,  I  have  now  the  pleasure 
to  answer  your  inquiries  in  regard  to  our  interest  in  the  Carliue  Road 
Trust. 

We  are  not  debtors  but  creditors,  having,  by  payment  of  L.  15,000. 
acquired  right  to  the  debts  due  to  the  **  private  creditors  and  Trustees,** 
amounting  to  L.23,803, 15s.  2d.,  and  we  now  draw  the  nett  revenues  by 
way  of  interest. 

The  Railway  Company  are  represented  by  five  Trustees,  nominated  by 
them,  and  the  debt  stands  vested  in  their  names. 

The  Oovemment  debt  is,  I  believe,  L.12,145,  IBs.  9d.  The  company 
do  not  guarantee  it  in  any  way.  It  must  be  years  since  Oovemment 
drew  any  interest. — I  am,  &c., 

(Signed)      Abch.  Gmtosi. 
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There  was  also  before  the  meeting  a  statement  of  the  affitirs  of  this       Connty 
Trust,  received  by  the  clerk  from  Messrs  Hill,  Davidson,  &  Co.,  writers,  of 

Glasgow,  the  agents  for  the  Trust.  DumfHw. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  the  meeting,  looking  at  the  financial  state  of  the  Bobert 
Trust,  that  no  active  step  should  be  taken  at  present  to  embrace  the  Threshie,  Esq. 
roads  under  the  charge  of  that  Trust  in  any  new  county  legislative  mea- 
sure. The  Glasgow  and  Carlisle  Road  Act  expires  in  .1863;  and  if  satis- 
factor;^  arrangements  could  be  made  with  the  creditors,  the  propriety  of 
assuming  the  management  of  the  roads  now  maintained  under  it  will  be 
kept  in  view. 

Mr  Stewart  urged  the  propriety  of  obtaining  power  to  assess  the 
owners'  quota  of  statute  labour  assessment  for  the  purpose  of  making 
new  roads,  or  for  permanent  improvements,  as  a  separate  matter  firom 
the  assessment  on  the  tenants  for  ordinary  repairs,  and  at  considerable 
length  pointed  out  the  impolicy  of  the  present  management,  by  which  the 
tenants  must  be  assessed  at  the  full  rate  of  SOs.  per  100-  merks  Scots 
before  the  owners  can  be  called  upon  to  contribute  towarda  the  expense 
of  forming  new  roads,  or  making  permanent  improvements,  which  more 
properly  fell  to  be  borne  by  the  owners.  After  considerable  deliberation, 
it  was  resolved  that  the  further  consideration  of  thia  subject  should  be 
postponed,  and  the  question  remitted  to  the  committee  hereixMifter  ap- 
pointed. 

Some  conversation  took  place  in  regard  to  the  suggestion  of  the  Annan 
District  Meeting  as  to  additional  assessments  in  cases  of  extraordinary 
trafiic  and  injury  to  roads  in  particular  localities,  such  as  those  imposed 
under  the  Lands  Clauses  and  Railway  Acts,  and  it  appeared  to  be  the 
feeling  of  the  meeting  that  the  suggestion  was  deserving  of  a  favourable 
consideration. 

It  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  meeting  that  a.  committee  should 
be  appointed  to  consider  the  whole  matter,  keeping  in  view  the  resolu* 
tions  now  come  to,  to  report  on  the  various  suggestions  of  the  district 
meetings  which  have  not  been  disposed  of,  or  other  points-  requiring  to  be 
brought  undtf  notice,  to  confer  with  the  Royal  Commission  before  re- 
ferred to,  to  give  evidence  before  them  in  regard  to  the  roads  in  this 
county,  and  generally  to  watch  the  proceedings  of  the  Commission,  or 
an^  step  which  may  be  taken  of  a  general  nature,  or  in  which  the  county 
is  mterested,  with  power  to  call  a  special  meeting  of  the  Trustees.  On 
the  motion  of  Mr  Leny,  the  following  committee  was  appointed,  with 
power  to  add  to  their  number  ;•— From  the  Langholm  District,  Mr 
Connell  and  Mr  Malcolm ;  from  the  Lockerbie  District,  Mr  Stewart 
and  Mr  Wightman ;  from  the  Annan  District,  Mr  Murray  and  Sir  John 
H.  Maxwell ;  from  the  Thornhill  District^  Mr  Maxwell  and  Dr  Russell ; 
and  Mr  Leny  was  added  as  Convener. 

On  the  motion  of  Sir  John  H.  Maxwell,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to 
Mr  Leny  for  his  conduct  in  the  chair. 

(Signed)       J.  M.  Lbnt,  Chairman. 


No.  Vn.  Charles  Stewcui^  Esq.,  Hillside,  Examined  i — 

My  late  father  became  factor  on  a  very  large  estate  in  the  county  (the  Charles 
Marquis  of  Annandale's)  so  far  back  as  1774  ;  he  continued  to  manage  ^^^^^t,  Esq. 
it  till  his  death  in  1822;  I  was  bred  with  him,  and  have  continued  the 
same  business  under  the  Marquis'  successors,  the  Earl  of  Hopetoun  and 
Mr  Hope  Johnstone  ;  and  we  have  always  had,  besides  these,  various  large 
estates  in  charge  belonging  to  gentlemen  in  the  same  district  in  Annan- 
dale,  and  partly  in  Lanarkshire. 

2i 
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County  It  has  thus  fallen  to  me  very  directly  to  know  of,  or  he  concerned  in, 

of  the  original  making  of  most  of  the  turnpike  roads  of  the  county,  and  «e 

Dumfriea.     }j^^  f^\  along  to  take,  I  may  say,  much  charge  and  management  of  those 

Charles       ^°  ^^^^  quarter,  which  extends  to  about  a  fourth  part  of  the  county, — ^it 

Stewart,  Esq.  heing  considered  the  first  improvement  for  those  estates,  as  well  as  the 

country  in  general,  to  have  good  communication,  by  not  only  the  great 

roads,  but  also  the  numerous  local  roads,  intersecting  the  county. 

You  will  probably  know  that  the  three  last  consecutive  Acts  of  Par- 
liament of  1809, 1810,  and  1829  have  applied  to  the  whole  management 
of  the  DumfrieBshire  turnpike  roads,  and  also  all  the  statute  labour 
tonds  ;  and  that  we  were  about  to  procure  and  obtain  a  new  Act  of  Par- 
liament when  the  present  commission  was  issued. 
I  shall  notice  : — 
1.  The  Turnpike  Roads, 

You  will  see  that,  in  terms  of  our  jHresent  Act,  these  are  divided  into 
four  districts. 

1,  Those  connected  chiefly  with  the  middle  and  tipper  part  of  An- 

nandale. 

2.  Annan  District — those  in  the  lower  part  of  Annandale. 
-3.  Eskdale  District. 

4.  Nithsdale  District. 
The  1st  district  being  that  I  am  principally  concerned  in,  allow  me  to 
give  some  detail  of  it. 
It  comprehends :— 

1 .  Road  from  Dumfries,  by  Moffat,  towards  Edinburgh.  More  thmn  a 
half  of  the  extent  of  it  passing  through  the  Annandale  estate,  the  pR>- 
prietor,  the  Earl  of  Hopetoun,  from  seventy  to  eighty  years  ago,  made  a 
large  portion  of  it,  both  in  Dumfriesshire  and  Peeblesshire,  at  his  own 
expense,  before  Acts  of  Parliament  were  passed,  and  not  charging  any 
-debt  against  it.  The  Trustees  under  the  Turnpike  Acts,  after  Oovem- 
tnent  consented  to  pay  tolls  for  mail  coaches,  being  enabled  to  (xnrow 
large  sums  of  money  to  improve  and  alter  the  lines,  made  it  a  verv  per- 
fect road, — adequate  to  rapid  communication  between  Edinbmrgh  and 
the  three  south-western  counties. 

By  the  Caledonian  Railway  the  necessity  for  it  as  a  post-road  has  been 
superseded,  and  the  yearly  revenues  have  hWea  from  L.1,000  to  L.400  or 
L.600.  But  the  expense  of  the  improvements*— L. 7)000  or  L.8,000 — has 
been  all  paid  off;  and  there  is  a  considerable  sum  (L.1,000)  in  hand,  applic- 
able either  to  some  further  improvements,  or  more  probably  to  a  further 
reduction  of  the  tolls,  below  their  present  low  rate,  of  about  id.  per  mile 
for  post  carriages  drawn  by  one  horse. 

2.  The  road  from  Dumfries  to  Lockerbie  : — 

A  part  of  this,  from  Lochmaben  to  Dumfries,  was  made  eighty  yean 
'ago,  by  subscription  from  the  Duke  of  Queensberry  and  others,  who  kept 
up  no  debt  against  it.  By  the  Act  of  1829  it  was  extended  to  Lockerlne ; 
L.5,000  to  L.6,000  was  laid  out  on  new  lines,  of  which  L.I, 200  or  L.  1,300 
was  by  subscription — mainly  by  the  Duke  of  Bucdeuch,  also  by  Mr  Hope 
Johnstone,  Mr  Douglas  of  Lockerbie,  and  others.  These  subscribers  have 
as  vet  required  no  interest.  The  whole  debt  is  paid,  and  L.800  in  the 
banlc,  which,  of  course,  the  subscribers  might  claim ;  but  it  is  left  for 
the  contingency  of  renewing  a  large  wood  bridge  over  the  Annan. 

8.  Wamphray  and  Snab  Road,  a  long  line  on  the  east  side  of  Annan- 
dale^ was  a  thoroughfare  towards  Carlisle  fx  cattle  and  horseback  travd- 
ling.  In  1809  it  was  made  turnpike,  improved  by  subscriptions  of  L.1,000^ 
of  which  the  Annandale  estate  gave  L.300.  These  have  not  received 
any  interest.  The  sums  borrowed  for  improvement  are  ail  paid  oC  The 
toUs  merely  keep  up  the  road,  which  is  of  great  importance  fbr  tralBc  fiir 
lime  for  a  high  district  of  country  under  rapid  improvement. 
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4.  Road  from  Beatioek,  by  LoehmabeD,  to  Annan  was  macle  under  ai  County 
Act  passed  about  1800,  by  subscription  to  the  auiount  of  about  L. 3,000  or  j.    ^l . 
L.4,000,  of  which  the  Earl  of  Hopetoun  gave  L.760,  besides  land  fences,  *^°'"^"^' 
etc.,  for  seven  or  eight  miles.    No  interest  has  been  paid.     Though  of  .Charlee 
much  importance  to  the  properties  it  passes  through,  th^e  is  no  thorough-  Steward  £»fi 
fare  to  do  more  than  keep  it  in  repaur.    AxmI  in  tbe  present  state  of  com*- 
munication  and  traffic  in  the  counljry,  this  road  might  eouitably  be 

now  placed  on  the  footing  of  a  statute  labour  roa4»  ana  the  tolls 
abolished. 

5.  There  appears  in  the  Act  the  old  Glasgow  and  Carlisle  Road.  This 
b  now  abandoned  as  a  tunipifce,-^the  whole  line  from  Glasgow  to  Carlisle 
being  under  a  special  Act,  and  the  princti^  ewditon  are  Government  and 
the  Caledonian  Railway  Company. 

I  shall  now  notice  very  shorUy  the  other  three  districts  of  tvkmpiki 
roads  in  the  county. 

In  the  2nd,  the  principal  or  leading  road  from  the  Border,  by  Annan, 
to  Dumfries,  had  been  made  by  Government,  very  long  sgo,  as  a  military 
road,  and  seoond  or  altematiye  lines  were  made  from  the  proceeds  of  the 
tolls;  so  that,  in  fact,  I  believe  no  private  contributions  were  made, 
further  than  landholders  giving  th«r  perstmal  credit  to  raise  money,  after- 
wards paid  off  by  the  tolls. 

But  a  variety  of  cross  or  secondary  roads  have  been  made  by  subscrip- 
tions and  by  money  boirowed  generally  on  the  credit  of  individual  pro- 
prietors, and  now  standing  as  debta  on  these  separate  roads.  The 
amount,  however,  is  not  larger  as  will  be  seen  by  the  annual  accounts. 

Zrd  District  comprehends  only  two  small  turnpike  roads,  made,  it  is 
believed,  almost  soldy  at  the  expense  of  the  Duke  of  Buocleuch. 

There  is  also  in  the  county,  but  not  under  the  Dumfriesshire  Roads 
Aot  Trustees,  the  road  from  Carlisle,  by  Langholm,  to  Edinburgh,  made, 
it  is  believed,  originally  almost  entirely  at  the  expense  of  the  Bucdeuch 
family. 

4lA  Distrid, — The  leading  or  main  road  is  from  Dunifries  to  the  con- 
fines of  Ayrshire ;  it  was  originally  a  military  road,  but  put  under  the 
Trustees  of  this  county. 

A  variety  of  roads  leading  from  it  eastward  have  been  made  subsequent 
to  1800.  And  the  Trustees  acting  in  this  4th  district  have  thought  it 
equitable  and  advantageous  for  the  public,  connected  as  these  roads  are 
one  with  another,  to  keep  the  whole  under  one  account  as  to  revenue  and 
debt 

Though  the  Trustees  of  the  whole  county  are  equally  by  the  statute 
entitled  to  act  in  any  district,  yet  practically  the  management  of  each 
district  of  roads  is  undertaken  by  certain  landed  proprietors,  who  attend 
the  different  local  meetings,  settle  the  accounts,  and  hold  themselves 
responsible  in  every  respect  fi>r  the  proper  and  economical  management. 
Generally  gentlemen  (or  their  representatives)  who  promoted  the  making 
of  the  roads  originally,  and  who  have  iarge  interests  in  the  prosperity 
of  the  district. 

In  regard  to  the  IH  Diitriet^t  with  which  I  have  all  along  been  more  in- 
timately connected,  I  may  draw  your  attention  to  the  principle  on  which 
we  have  acted*  The  chief  road  from  Dumfries  to  Edinburgh  produced,  at 
the  same  rate  of  tolls,  a  much  greater  revenue,  in  proportion  to  the  ex- 
pense of  maintenance,  than  the  other  three  cross  roads.  But  we  did  not 
think  it  equitable  to  the  general  travellers  on  that  road  to  apply  tolls 
naid  by  them  to  roads  with  which,  from  position,  they  had  no  connection. 
We  considered  it  equitable  that  the  proprietors,  whose  estates  were  bene- 
fited largely  by  tlie  local  aceommooation  afforded  by  thesie  other  three 
cross  roads,  should  contribute  by  their  subscriptions  without  interest. 
AjBkd,  &rther^  that  while  this  is  iUs  most  equitable  systeo^,  it  has  bsen  no 
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bar  or  hindrance  to  the  raising  and  expending  large  sums  in  making 
tnrnpike  roads  where  they  ought  to  have  been  made. 

Looking  at  the  history  of  the  turnpike  roads  of  the  whole  oonntj,  it 
always  appeared  clear  to  roe — 

1.  That  if  Government  had  taken  the  management  of  the  turnpike 
roads  (as  was  at  one  time  suggested)  into  its  own  hands,  it  would  hare 
Tery  much  impeded  the  improyement  of  the  country,  saying  nothing  of  the 
objections  to  it  on  constitutional  grounds.  It  would  certainly  have  put  a 
stop  to  any  other  of  the  various  cross  lines  that  have  since  been  msde^ 
and  to  all  private  enterprise. 

2.  Also,  if  there  had  been  no  toUs^  ot  the  turnpike  system  abolished, 
and  all  left  to  assenmeni^  that  there  would  have  been  few  or  none  of  the 
various  cross  lines  ever  agreed  on  or  made.  It  was  only  by  the  subscrip- 
tion, or  at  the  risk  of  large  landowners  having  property  over  extensive 
districts,  that  the  money  could  be  raised,  or  even  the  roads  projected. 
It  was  the  combination  of  their  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  the  district, 
with  the  power  of  levying  from  the  actual  traveller,  and  both  controlled 
by  a  body  of  Trustees  acting  under  public  opinion,  that  effected  the  mak- 
ing the  roads  in  question. 

And  as  it  would  have  been  in  the  past^  so  would  it  be  in  the/tittirtf.  If 
the  sytem  of  tolls  be  abolished,  there  will  be  at  least  no  material  improre- 
ment  on  the  present  lines  of  turnpike  roads,  and  certainly  no  new  roads 
made.  I  do  not  wish,  however,  to  discuss  the  general  question  of  aboli- 
tion of  tolls.  Mj  object  is  (from  my  past  experience)  to  state  mv  perfect 
conviction  that,  if  we  had  not  had  the  system  we  have  of  turnpike  roads 
under  local  and  separate  management,  we  never  would  have  ha!d  roads  at 
all  approaching  in  quality  or  extent  the  present  lines,  which  have  toU 
so  much  on  the  prosperity  of  our  county. 

I  shall  next  trouble  you  shortly  on  toe  subject  of  the  statute  labour  or 
parish  roads.  These  roads  could  not  be  said  to  exist  in  this  county  while 
the  work  was  actually  performed  by  the  farmers.  They  were  merely 
tracks.  It  was  only  when  the  conversion  into  money,  80  or  90  years 
ago,  took  place,  that  any  parish  roads  were  made.  And  after  1809,  and 
between  that  and  1830,  perhaps  two- thirds  of  all  the  present  roads  were 
formed.  A  considerable  portitm  was  made  either  solely  at  the  expense  of 
the  large  proprietors,  or  by  contributions  from  them  in  aid  of  the  ccmTer- 
sion  funds. 

Yon  will  see  by  the  tables  prepared  by  the  derk  that  the  extent  ap- 
proaches to  about  800  miles ;  or,  taking  42  parishes,  and  an  aversge  d 
from  15  to  30  miles  in  each,  and  the  expense  of  maintenance  per  mile 
from  20s.  up  to  L.5  and  L.6,  averaging  perhaps  L.70  or  L.80  each  parish, 
or  fully  L. 3,000  per  annum. 

So  late  as  August  last,  the  whole  question  was  most  fully  considered, 
not  only  in  each  of  the  eight  divisions  of  the  county,  but  also  at  a  pnUic 
meeting  in  October,  at  which  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch  and  the  Member  for 
the  county  attended  to  aU  the  details.  I  hope  these  will  be  laid  before 
the  Commissioners. 

On  one  point  all  are  perfectly  agreed — ^viz.,  that  the  interest  and 
management  must  be  confined,  as  at  present,  to  small  localities  or  to 
parishes,  as  the  only  mode  of  insuring  the  greatest  degree  of  surveillance 
of  those  immediately  concerned. 

Three-fourths,  and  in  many  cases  nine-tenths,  of  the  actual  traffic  on 
tbe  roads  of  a  parish  belong  to  that  parish  itself;  hence  the  special 
interest  of  the  proprietors  in  each  parish  in  attending  to  their  own  con* 
cems,  controlled  as  thev  are  by  the  division  meetings.  Centralisatios— 
or,  in  other  words,  amalgamation — of  assessment  over  a  county,  or,  sa/, 
district,  would  be  most  injurious. 

Most  of  the  roads  in  the  first  division  I  am  coneemed  in  have  been  kud 
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out  and  made  in  my  own  time,  and  there  has  of  late  been  a  great  im-       County 
provement  made  in  the  keeping  of  the  surface  under  intelligent  and     j.    ^^. 
well-educated  surYcyors.     Conceiving  that  much  is  effected  by  perfect        "^  '^'' 
publicity  of  accounts,  giving  clear  ideas  of  the  application  of  funds  to       Charles 
each  Trustee,  the  system  of  their  publication,  began  some  15  or  20  years  Stewart,  Ksq. 
ago.    An  Act  now  enforces  publication,  but  it  may  be  much  improved. 

The  reports  of  August  last  will  show  you  the  general  opinion  of  the 
Trustees.  At  the  same  time,  I  think  that  great  improvements  in  many 
of  these  parishes  are  called  for  in  consequence  of  the  establishment  of 
riulways.  Many  of  the  present  lines  have  gradients  admitting  only  of  12 
or  16  cwts.  being  carried  by  one  horse.  We  should  have  them  increased 
80  per  cent,  at  a  profitable  outlay.  Hence  necessity  for  more  power  of 
assessing  proprietors  under  varied  regulations  in  the  statute. 

Supposing  no  material  chanee  in  the  present  law,  the  tendency  in  the 
county  would  be  to  decrease  the  turnpike,  and  increase  and  improve  the 
parish  roads,  chiefly  by  assessment  on  proprietors,  at  whose  expense  all 
new  lines  or  material  improvements  on  the  present  lines  should  be  made ; 
and  the  assessment  on  the  occupiers  should  be  confined  to  keeping  in  re- 
pair the  roads. 

Our  statute  labour  divisions  are  eight  in  number,  and  the  turnpike 
road  districts  are  four.  Three  of  the  turnpike  districts  have  their  roads 
converging  at  Dumfries. 

I  consider  it  an  advantage  that  the  statute  labour  roads  and  the  turn- 
pike roads  in  a  district  should  be  under  the  same  surveyor. 

I  think  that  great  improvements  might  be  effected  on  the  statute 
labour  roads,  the  traffic  on  which  has  heen  greatly  affected  by  the  rail- 
ways. Those  leading  to  the  stations  have  become  of  far  more  importance 
than  some  of  the  turnpikes.  These  pass  through  one  or  two  parishes 
generally.  An  assessment  for  such  roads  laid  exclusively  on  a  parish 
would  be  oppressive;  but  I  would  extend  it  over  all  the  parishes  bene- 
iited,  which  would  rarely  be  more  than  the  adjoining  parish. 

Supposing  six  or  eight  parishes  were  united  into  a  district,  1  would  be 
in  favour  of  allowing  them  to  assist  one  another,  with  consent  of  a  certain 
number  of  the  proprietors. 

I  think  an  assessment  of  6d.  per  £  on  the  valuation,  for  support  of  the 
roads,  in  lieu  of  tolls,  would  be  very  inexpedient  for  the  sake  of  the  turn- 
pike roads  themselves,  and  that  it  would  not  press  fairly. 

I  think  it  would  be  a  great  injustice  to  some  parishes  if  the  area  of 
assessment  were  extended,  and  it  would  be  impracticable  to  divide  the 
funds  fairly. 

There  are  numerous  cases  of  servitude  roads  in  the  county,  or  roads 
which  cannot  be  shut  up,  although  they  are  not  maintained  out  of  any 
public  funds ;  but  whenever  a  road  is  a  public  road,  we  consider  we  are 
entitled,  though  not  bound,  to  apply  the  statute  labour  fiinds  to  it.  There 
are  a  great  many  public  rights  of  way  to  which  we  do  not  apply  the 
assessment  funds. 


No.  YIII.  William  Maxwell,  Esq.  of  Carruchan. 

I  am  chiefly  concerned  in  the  4th  district  of  turnpikes,  and  the  6th      William 
division  of  statute  labour  roads.  Maxwell,  Esq. 

In  our  district  we  have  only  one  account  for  the  roads  of  the  whole 
district ;  we  consider  this  an  advantageous  system,  and  it  is  different 
from  that  followed  in  the  rest  of  the  county.  It  enables  us  to  apply  the 
fiinds  collected  on  the  richer  roads  to  the  poorer  ones.  Many  of  the 
roads  could  not  be  kept  up  without  thia. 
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Count  J  I  lay  before  the  Commissioners  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  dii- 

^^  trict  meeting  at  Thofnhill,  on  the  17  th  September  last,  which  was  one 

Domfhes.     ^£  ^^  largest  meetings  we  ever  had.    There  were  upwards  of  20  Trnstea 
William      present,  and  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch  in  the  chair. 
Maxwell,  Esq.      I  am  of  opinion  that  the  resolutions  come  to  at  that  meeting  express 
the  universal  feelings  of  the  district.    The  resolutions  were  adopted  un- 
animously. 

On  one  road,  Tiz.,  from  Oosebum,  br  Loehetterick,  to  the  iB,  it  was 
resolved  that  the  tolls  should  be  abandoned,  and  the  road  assumed  as  a 
statute  labour  road.  It  is,  as  far  as  regards  our  district,  entirely  in  the 
parish  of  Closebum,  and  had  hitherto  been  maintained,  to  a  considerable 
extent,  from  the  statute  labour  funds — ^the  revenue  fn»m  tolls  hsviog 
been  very  trifling.  No  objection  was  made  by  the  occupants  of  lands  is 
Giosebum  to  this  road  being  thus  thrown  upon  them. 

The  opinion  of  the  meeting  was,  that  payment  at  any  bar  should  exempt 
from  a  second  payment  within  a  distance  of  six  miles  by  a  turnpike  road, 
within  the  county,  even  although  beyond  the  district. 

Our  statute  labour  and  turnpike  roads  are  under  the  same  survevor, 
which  I  think  is  an  advantage.  We  have  also  one  collector  for  the  whole 
district.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  parochial  system  of  assessment  sod 
expenditure  should  be  preserved. 

The  turnpike  road  goes  through  both  Sanquhar  and  Thomhill,  and  is 
maintained  by  the  'turnpike  Trustees.  The  statute  labour  money  in 
Sanquhar  is  collected  by  our  collector,  and  expended  by  the  magistrates. 
The  streets  in  Thomhill  are  maintained  like  those  in  any  other  village. 

We  propose  to  make  turnpike  the  road  between  Thomhill  and  tlie 
Railway  Station.  The  road  was  made  partly  by  subscription  among  the 
inhabitants,  and  partly  by  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch.  It  cost  between 
L.500  and  L.600.  The  parish  of  Morton  consider  it  hard  that  tbet 
should  have  to  keep  op  tliis  road,  which  is  no  longer  purely  a  parish 
road,  but  forms  the  channel  of  communication  from  other  parishes. 

These  objections  would  be  obviated  if  the  other  parishes  around  were 
called  on  to  contribute  to  k«ep  the  road, — and  at  present  they  do  so  con- 
tribute,  by  consent  of  three-fourths  of  the  proprietors  under  the  Act.  In 
the  case  of  this  particular  road,  however,  it  was  thought  better  to  make 
it  turnpike,  as  it  is  used  for  traffic  even  from  adjoining  counties. 

The  bridge  money  we  receive  from  the  county  for  our  statute  laboor 
roads  is  considered  to  be  applicable  solely  to  the  construction  of  nev 
bridges. 

From  a  table  I  have  made  out,  it  appears  that  the  average  cost  per 
mile  of  our  statute  labour  roads  in  the  6th  division  is  L.3, 17s.  2d.  over 
128  miles ;  and  the  average  rate  of  assessment  is  L.l,  Ss.  6d.  on  the  100 
raerks.  We  propose  in  the  new  County  Act  to  raise  the  assessment  on 
the  real  rent. 

We  have  no  debt  in  our  Turnpike  District — it  has  been  all  paid  off. 

I  think  an  assessment  of  6d.  per  L.l  in  lieu  of  tolls  and  statute  labour 
would  be  very  unpopular  in  the  district. 


No.  IX.  Jame8  Russell,  Esq.  of  Breconside,  Examined  :— 

Jatnes  I  am  a  proprietor  in  the  county,  and  have  taken  an  interest  in  the  roads, 

RuMcll,  Esq.  chiefly  in  the  4th  District,  for  line  last  80  yean. 

i  think  it  would  be  desirable  that  the  time  when  the  statute  laboor 
assessment  is  made  payable  should  be  altered.  The  assessment  laid  oi 
last  April  will  not  be  payable  till  June  1860.  This  is  owing  to  the  want 
of  harmony  between  our  Local  Act  and  the  Geoeral  Act. 
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I  do  not  think  it  desirable  to  make  any  distinction  between  cbecktbars      Goanty 
and  principal  bars.    The  General  Turnpike  Act  makes  no  such  distinction,     ^    ^t. 
though  our  Local  Act  does.  Vnmtn^, 

I  agree  with  Mr  Maxwell  in  thinking  that  the  assessment  should  be       James 
levied  on  the  real  rent  according  lo  the  Valuation  BoU,  including  rail-  Russell,  Esq, 
ways. 

I  do  not  see  any  reason  why,  if  there  is  an  obligation  on  a  parish  to. 
keep  a  road,  there  should  be  a  maximum  rate  prescribed  by  Statute. 
Oor  present  maximum,  however,  has  worked  Tcry  well. 

I  think  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  some  method  of  defining  what  a 
statute  labour  road  is.  There  are  cases  of  roads  which  are  neither  turn- 
pike nor  statute  labour. 

Horses  are  not  in  practice  assessed  in  our  district. 

I  am  not  for  making  any  change  in  the  present  systexp  of  parochial 
management. 

I  think  it  unadvisable  to  insert  a  clause  in  any  new  Act  imposing  a 
penalty  on  tacksmen  for  compounding  with  travellers. 

I  believe  there  is  great  misconception  as  to  the  expense  of  collecting 
by  tolls.  By  an  estimate  I  have  made,  I  do  not  think  it  can  exceed  18 
per  cent.  There  must  be  some  expense  in  keeping  up  the  toll-houses, 
and  I  allowed  for  that  in  my  estimate. 

In  case  of  tolls  being  abolished,  I  would  leave  the  management  as  at 
present,  keeping  up  the  two  classes  of  roads  which  now  exist,  and  I  would 
levy  the  statute  labour  money  as  at  present.  For  the  turnpikes  I  would 
raise  the  funds  by  a  uniform  rate  of  assessment  on  non-agricultural 
horses,  and  an  additional  assessment  on  lands  and  heritages,  as  may  be 
found  necessary.  I  would  raise  within  the  district  the  funds  for  the  turn- 
pike roads  in  that  district ;  and  I  think  it  should  be  collected  in  each 
parish,  the  sum  being  apportioned  according  to  the  rent  of  the  parish. 


No.  X.  Mr  Thomas  Marshall,  Howes,  Annan,  Examined : — 

I  am  surveyor  of  the  Annan  District  of  Beads,  and  I  have  also  the    Mr  Thj^miw 
parish  roads  in  the  3d  and  4th  Divisions  under  my  charge.     I  have  like-     Mapshall. 
wise  a  farm  in  the  parish  of  Annan.     My  salary  as  surveyor  of  the  turn- 
pike roads  is  L.120.    There  are  96  miles  of  turnpike  under  my  charge. 

For  the  statute  labour  roads  I  have  an  allowance  from  each  parish  by 
way  of  per  centage. 

I  could  take  charge  of  more  roads  than  I  have  at  present.  I  have  a 
horse  and  gig ;  but  I  do  not  think  I  could  do  justice  to  the  roads  if  I  had 
a  much  larger  district. 

}  was  educated  as  a  surveyor  under  the  late  Mr  Pollock  of  Glasgow. 

I  consider  it  an  advantage  to  have  the  charge  both  of  the  parish  and 
turnpike  roads  within  the  district.  I  find  no  inconvenience  in  having  to 
keep  separate  accounts  of  the  money  expended  in  each  parish ;  but  in 
some  instances,  I  think  it  would  be  an  advantage  if  I  had  power  to  expend 
the  money  within  the  district  wherever  required.  In  general,  however, 
it  woidd  be  no  great  advantage.  There  are  several  collectors  in  the  dis- 
trict. I  draw  upon  them,  and  upon  the  treasurer,  for  the  turnpike  road#. 
I  generally  pay  my  men  twice  in  the  quarter,  but  I  am  sometimes  in  ad- 
vance mysen. 

I  have  two  surfaeemen  at  present  at  169.  per  week  each,  who  work 
themselves  on  the  road,  but  have  a  charge  over  the  other  labourers. 

Most  of  the  streets  in  the  burgh  of  Annan  are  kept  up  by  statute 
labour  money.  The  biurgh  has  to  maintain  the  portion  of  main  road  pass- 
ing through  the  town.    There  was  a  lawsuit  about  it  about  l^  yearn 


504 


Turnpike  Road  Inquity-^Scotland. 


County 

of 

Dumfries. 

Mr  Thomas 
MarshalL 


apfo,  and  the  obligation  to  maintain  the  road  was  found  to  rest  with  tk 
burgh. 

1  think  it  would  be  an  advantage  if  the  seven  parishes  in  the  district 
were  united,  aud  the  assessment  expended  on  all  ruads  within  the  district. 
My  reason  for  saying  so  is,  that  some  of  the  parishes  are  at  present  as- 
sessed at  the  maximum,  whereas  in  others  the  rate  is  very  low,  and  1 
think  it  would  be  more  equitable  if  they  all  paid  the  same  rates. 


Mr  James 
Kennedy. 


Bf  r  James 
Grierson. 


No.  XI.  3fr  James  Kennedy,  Brandleys,  Sanquhar^  Examined : — 

I  am  a  farmer  in  the  parish  of  Sanquhar.  It  is  principally  a  pastonl 
farm.  Dumfries  is  the  market  town.  The  produce  all  goes  to  the  rail- 
way.    None  of  my  sheep  go  to  the  north — they  all  go  to  Yorkshire. 

I  have  a  statute  labour  road  near  to  my  farm,  but  I  have  li  miles  of 
private  road  to  keep  at  my  own  expense.  There  is  no  toll  betwixt  me  and 
the  station.  For  the  last  two  years  our  rate  of  statute  labour  money  has 
been  reduced,  but  previous  to  that  time  it  was  nearly  4d.  per  £.  If  tolls 
were  abolished,  1  should  get  more  for  my  sheep,  which  are  driven  from  a 
farm  I  have  in  Inverness-shire  to  Falkirk ;  but  it  would  not  amount  to  so 
much  as  6d. 

Comparing  my  Sanquhar  farm  with  an  arable  farm  in  the  neighbonr- 
hood  of  Dumfries,  1  do  not  know  that  there  is  much  difference  in  the  use 
made  of  the  roads.  I  drive  a  good  deal  of  lime,  besides  my  sheep  and 
cattle. 

The  question  of  the  abolition  of  tolls  has  been  a  ^ood  deal  canvassed. 
I  bave  always  been  of  opinion,  that  they  might  be  abolished  with  propriety. 
A  rate  on  horses  appears  to  me  to  be  the  most  equitable  substitute ;  but 
it  might  not  perhaps  be  easily  managed.  I  would  not  have  a  unifom 
rate,  but  I  would  include  all  working  horses. 

If  6d.  per  £  would  cover  all  the  expense  of  turnpike  and  statute  labour 
roads,  I  would  not  regard  it  as  oppressive,  if  tolls  could  be  got  rid  of. 

I  think  the  parish  roads  are  well  managed  in  my  neighbourhood.  Being 
a  proprietor,  1  am  myself  a  Trustee  on  the  statute  labour  roads.  The 
meetings  are  well  attended,  and  I  have  heard  no  complaints  of  the  present 
Board  of  Management. 

In  taking  a  farm,  I  would  make  allowance  for  any  assessment  for  roads, 
in  deciding  on  what  sum  of  rent  I  should  offer ;  so  that  my  rent  might 
suffer  a  corresponding  reduction. 

I  have  also  a  farm  in  the  Isle  of  Skye  on  whicb  there  are  no  turnpikes. 
The  statute  labour  there  is  about  2id.  per  £. 

I  think  some  of  the  parishes  might  be  united  with  advantage,  but  I 
would  not  make  the  area  too  large. 

If  an  assessment  were  substituted  for  tolls,  I  consider  that  tenants 
should  have  a  share  in  the  management — according  to  a  scale  of  rental 

I  see  no  reason  why  the  roads  should  not  be  quite  as  well  managed  under 
such  a  system  as  they  are  at  present. 


No.  XII.  Afr  James  Orierson^  Morton  Mains,  Thomhill,  Examined  :^ 

I  am  a  fanner  in  the  parish  of  Morton.  My  farm  is  mostly  pa^ioial; 
and  I  have  another  pastoral  farm  in  the  same  d^trict,  in  the  parish  of 
Tynron. 

Upon  my  two  farms  I  pay  one  per  cent,  on  the  rental  for  statute  labour. 
My  outlay  on  tolls  is  not  great.  I  have  no  toll  between  me  and  the 
station,  and  my  coals  and  lime  are  driven  free  of  toll. 
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The  tolls  do  not  press  beavilj  on  the  fanners  in  onr  district.  I  find  a 
grater  annoyance  from  people  driving  across  my  fiirm  to  avoid  them.  I 
am  inclined  to  think  that  the  fanners  would  not  be  willing  to  pay  any 
additional  assessment  for  the  sake  of  getting  rid  of  tolls.  The  parish 
roads  are  in  good  order.  There  have  been  no  discussions  among  the 
tenantry  about  the  abolition  of  tolls. 


Coonty 

of 

I>umfriea. 

Mr  James 
Grierson. 


No.  XIII.  Mr  AUan  Cuningham  Pagan^  Examined  :^— 

I  have  hitherto  been  farm  manager  to  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch,  in  the   Mr  Allan  C. 
parish  of  Durrisdeer.    I  was  also  a  farmer  in  the  parish  of  Troqueer  for       Pagan- 
17  years.    My  farm  was  a  small  arable  one. 

The  question  of  the  abolition  of  tolls  has  excited  great  interest  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Durrisdeer.  Dumfries  is  the  market  town ;  but  we  have 
now  the  railway,  and  no  toll  betwixt  me  and  the  railway  station.  We  ^et 
our  lime  irom  Closebum,  and  have  there  a  toll  to  pay.  I  compound  with 
the  toll-keeper  for  L.d,  lOs.  per  year.  This  is  for  a  large  farm  in  the 
Duke's  own  hands.  1  could  not  state  what  is  the  amount  paid  for  statute 
labour  money,  as  it  is  not  paid  by  me. 

I  think  many  people  who  were  very  much  in  favour  of  keeping  up  the 
toll  system,  are  now  becoming  in  favour  of  its  abolition.  Impartial  men 
think  they  would  be  much  better  off  under  an  assessment,  even  though 
tbey  had  to  pay  somewhat  more ;  others,  of  course,  are  influenced  to  a  cer- 
tain degree  by  the  tolls  they  have  at  present  to  pay.  3ome  are  almost 
entirely  exempt. 

I  was  at  one  time  in  favour  of  a  tax  on  horses,  but  I  am  now  more  in- 
clined to  a  rate  on  lands  and  heritages.  It  is  evident  that,  at  present,  the 
maintenance  of  the  roads  all  comes  off  land,  as  everybody,  before  taking 
a  &rm,  calculates  what  he  will  have  to  pay  for  tolls— or  at  least  he  ought 
to  do  so. 

I  think  that  the  sheep  fanner  would  gain  considerably  by  the  abolition 
of  tolls,  by  saving  the  waste  of  mutton  in  driving  them  over  impracticable 
roads,  as  at  present ;  and  that  he  ought,  therefore,  not  to  grudge  paying 
a  rate  of  assessment  equal  to  that  of  an  arable  farm. 

My  objection  to  a  rate  on  burses  is,  the  great  difficulty  in  getting  at  the 
number  and  quality  of  the  horses  in  a  county. 

The  carter  and  carrier  traffic  is  a  good  deal  diminished  by  means  of 
railways ;  and,  moreover,  I  would  observe  that  we  should  just  get  our 
things  more  cheaply  carried  if  there  were  no  tolls. 

I  think  half  of  the  assessment  should  be  laid  on  the  owner,  and  half  on 
the  occupier ;  but  this  is  a  matter  which  makes  no  difference  when  the 
present  leases  are  run  out. 

I  think  the  abolition  of  tolls  would  have  the  effect  of  doing  away,  to  a 
great  extent,  with  drove  roads,  which  are  very  injurious  to  the  stock  on 
the  farms  through  which  the  roads  go ;  and  the  result  would  be  a  consider- 
able increase  of  rent  to  the  landlords  through  whose  properties  the  roads 
pass. 

I  have  also  had  much  experience  as  valuator  for  the  Duke  of  Bucdeuch 
on  his  sheep  farms,  and  I  have  had  occasion  to  see  the  great  damage  done 
by  the  drove  roads. 


No.  XIV.  MiUi  Leigltt&n,  Esq.,  Provost  of  Dumfries,  with  whom  was 
Mr  William  Martin,  Town-Clerk^  Examined  :— 

.    ,         -       -  .  M.     Leiffhtnn, 

The  streets  in  the  town  of  Dumfries  are  entirely  under  the  management     £sq.  •  Mr  W. 

of  the  Magistrates,  under  the  General  Police  Act,  8  and  4  Wm.  IV.,  cap.     Martin. 
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Coonty       46.    Under  this  Act  we  raise  a  general  asseasment  for  police  pnqnan, 

^^  and  of  this  l^d.  per  £  is  appropriated  to  paving.     We  also  receive  from 

Dmnnes.     ^j^^  Statute  Ijabour  Trustees  of  the  parish  a  sum  amounting  to aboot 

M.     LeiRhton  1^-120  annually.    In  the  parish,  altogether,  L.362  vras  collected  last  yetr 

Esq. ;  Mr  w!  for  statute  labour.     The  rule  is  understood  to  be,  that  we  are  entitled  to 

MartiD.         two-thirds  of  the  sum  collected  in  the  burgh  proper,  which  gross  nua 

was  last  year  L.235. 

The  rate  of  assessment  varies  according  to  the  rental. 

Onhousesof  L.3  andunder  L.7,        ....         8d. 
„  L.60  and  upwards,        ....        20s. 

There  is  also  levied  a  small  sum  from  carters  in  respect  of  their  bono. 

The  proprietors  are  bound  both  to  form  and  keep  up  the  foot  paTementa 
opposite  their  own  properties,  which  is  found  occasionaUy  to  be  a  pretty 
heavy  burden. 

We  have  net  mnch  reason  to  complain  of  tolls,  and  we  da  not  wish  toy 
change  of  system.  The  rates  of  toll  are  very  low ;  and  we  can  take  a 
drive  of  six  or  eight  miles  in  many  directions  without  paying  aaj  tolL 
Our  parish  roads  are  very  well  kept,  and  we  are  quite  clear  of  debt. 

The  parish  of  Dumfries  forms  one  of  a  division,  of  which  I  act  as  chair- 
man. We  have  one  surveyor  for  four  of  the  parishes.  The  remaining 
one  is  separately  managed.  I  think  it  would  be  better  if  they  were  all 
under  the  same  surveyor. 

1  do  not  see  that  there  could  be  any  Improvement  of  the  present 
system. 

The  parliamentary  burgh  of  Dumfries  comprises  MaxweHtown,  in  the 
Stewartry  of  Kirkcudbright,  and  a  portion  of  the  parishes  of  Troqoeer 
and  Terregles.  The  roads  in  Maxwelltown  are  maintained  under  a  sepa- 
rate management  and  assessment, — they  have  a  separate  Police  Act 

The  dues  collected  at  the  bridge  are  principally  for  its  maintensBce; 
It  was  built  by  subscription,  and  the  town  has  to  keep  it  up.  These  doei 
were  granted  to  the  burgh  of  Dumfries  by  a  very  old  charter,  and  are 
exigible  on  all  goods  crossing  the  Nith  for  an  extent  of  about  30  mika 
The  bridge  and  market  dues  are  farmed  to  the  same  individual;  and  1 
could  not  state  what  the  bridge  dues  amount  to  separately  from  the 
market  dues.  Goods  passing  through,  as  well  as  goods  coming  into  the 
town,  are  chargeable. 

The  feeling  of  the  Town  Council  is  what  I  have  already  expressed,  in 
favour  of  a  continuance  of  the  present  system  of  tolls.  We  find  the  bobi 
at  present  applicable  to  the  maintenance  of  the  streets  ample. 

In  the  event  of  an  assessment  in  lieu  of  tolls,  the  feeling  in  the  bnrgii 
would  probably  be  to  keep  the  burgh  distinct  from  the  conntv,  and  main- 
tain all  the  roads  and  streets  within  the  parliamentary  bonndaries. 


tmmm 


Dumfriuij  Tliursday,  2nd  June  1859. 

HBMBXR8  PfieSENT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.      J      Sir  James  Fergusson,  Bart. 

Sir  Andrew  Orr. 

MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  XV.  Alexander  Stevenson,  Esq.,  Langholm,  Examined  :— 

Alex.   Steven-     ^  *™  cl^^^  ^^^  treasurer  to  the  western  division  of  the  Scedsd^iewd 
soil,  Esq.      Haremoss  Turnpihef  which  is  constituted  under  an  Act  dated  in  1839 
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(10  George  IV.,  cap.  60).   The  two  divisions  are  totally  distinct,  although       County 
under  the  same  Act.    The  eastern  division  passes  through  the  county  of     -.    ^! . 
Roxburgh  to  the  confines  of  the  county  of  Selkirk.     Of  the  western  divi-     ^"'°'"^- 
sion,  10  miles  are  in  the  county  of  Dumfries,  and  1  mile  3  furlongs  in  the  aIax.  Steven- 
county  of  Roxburgh.    The  same  parties  are  Trustees  for  both  divisions  ;      sou,  Eaq. 
but,  after  the  passing  of  the  Act,  some  were  appointed  for  the  one,  and 
some  for  the  other  division. 
In  the  western  division  there  are  four  tolls,  which  are  all  let. 

The  revenue  for  1856-57,  was        .        .        .        L.584  15    0 
„  1857-58,       .         .         ,         .  597  15     0 

The  expense  of  maintenance,  including  surveyor^  salary,  was — 

For  1856-57, L.701     9    6 

„    1857-58, 635     6     7 

There  is  no  debt  upon  the  road  that  I  know  o(  except  what  is  due  to 
the  treasurer.  I  have  had  charge  of  the  road  for  about  1 1  years.  The 
revenue  has  decreased  very  mu<£,  which  I  am  unable  to  attribute  to  any 
other  cause  than  the  opening  of  railways.  The  traffic  now  is  chiefly 
local,-— coals  are  driven  from  Canonbie  along  the  whole  road  to  Teviot- 
dale  in  Roxburghshire,  and  to  Langholm,  Westerkirk,  and  Eskdalemuir, 
and  grain  is  carried  from  Hawick  to  Eskdale. 

I  am  also  clerk  to  the  Zrd  or  Eskdale  District  of  turnpike  roads 
under  the  Dumfries  Turnpike  Act.  This  includes  two  roads,  one  from 
Langholm  to  Lockerbie,  and  the  other  called  Billmansknowe.  There  are 
two  tolls  on  each  of  these,  and  the  accounts  are  kept  separate. 

Langholm  and  Lockerbie  Road — 

The  revenue  for  1856-67,  was  ....        L.97    0    0 
„  1857-58,  ....  91     0    0 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1856-57,  was  .        L.80  17    4 
n  „  1857-58,  .  75    9     3 

There  is  no  salary  to  either  clerk  or  surveyor  on  this  road.  There  was 
a  small  debt  on  this  road  of  L.200,  which  has  been  paid  off.  This  has 
been  effected  in  some  degree  by  a  contribution  of  L»60  annually  from  the 
statute  labour  fund,  with  consent  of  the  heritors  as  required  by  the  Act. 
There  is  not  much  traffic  on  the  road,  and  it  would  not  make  much  dif- 
ference to  the  parishes  to  p«t  this  road  on  ths  statute  labour  list,  since 
they  contribute  so  largely  to  it  at  present. 

Billmansknowe  Road — 

The  revenue  for  1856-57,  was        .        .        .        L,148    0    0 
„  1857-48.  ,         .         .  162    0    0 

The  expense  of  maintenance,  including  surveyor's  salary,  was 

For  186667, L.135     ^11 

„    1857-68, 118  14    2 

There  is  no  debt  on  this  read,  except  a  small  balance  due  to  the  clerk. 

I  am  clerk  to  the  Statute  Labeur  Roads'  in  the  9ih  Divisum,  which 
comprises  five  parishes.  There  is  one  collector  for  the  whole  district, 
who  receives  5  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  the  assessment.  We  have  one 
surveyor  for  the  turnpike  and  statute  labour  roads  together.  The  sur- 
veyor  has  L.50  for  the  turnpike  road,  and  the  clerk  is  paid  by  a  per 
centftge  of  3  per  cent,  on  the  revenue,  with  21s.  for  attendance  at  each 
meeting.  The  surveyor's  salary  for  the  parish  roads  is  L.20,  and  the 
clerk's  salary  L.IO  for  the  whole.  There  are  79  miles  of  statute  labour 
roads  in  the  8th  Division. 
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Coanty 
PomfrieB.  ^^-  ^^^'  ^^  ^^^^  Pag<m,  Examined  :— 

lir  D.  Pagan.  I  ^^^  one  of  the  magistrates  of  Dumfries,  and  convener  of  the  PaTin; 
Committee.  The  amount  expended  on  streets  within  what  nuiy  be  called 
the  burghal  district  was,  last  year,  L.247,  16s.  3d.  This  embraced  6,600 
yards  of  street.     We  consider  our  present  fund  is  ample. 

The  tolls  are  not  found  to  be  oppressive  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dum- 
fries, and  there  has  been  no  general  expression  of  feeling  among^  the  in- 
habitants in  ftivour  of  their  abolition.  The  Commissioners  of  Police  were 
unanimously  opposed  to  Lord  Elcho's  Bill. 

1  think  the  people  of  Dumfries  would  object  to  being  assessed  along 
with  the  county,  with  a  view  to  the  abolition  of  tolls.  We  have  no  sor- 
veyor  for  the  streets.  I  myself  in  fact  perform  the  duties,  as  I  employ 
the  persons  who  are  to  make  the  repairs,  and  pay  the  money  to  them. 
When  any  improvement  is  to  be  made,  we  do  the  work  by  leaving  it  to 
the  convener  to  carry  out. 

The  feeling  in  the  burgh  is  decidedly  in  favour  of  being  left  as  they  are 
at  present 


Dumfries^  Friday y  Zrd  June  1859. 


HEHBEBS  PKESENT. 

William  SmythC)  Esq.  |  Sir  James  Fergnsson,  Bart 

MB  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  XVII.  Mr  William  Hunter,  Examined : — 

Mr  W.  Hunter.  I  reside  at  "Crawfordton,  in  the  parish  of  Glencaim,  and  act  as  agent 
for  Captain  Walker  and  Mr  Fergusson  of  Craigdarroch.  I  have  abo  a 
farm  in  Kirkcudbright 

I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  always  attending  the  road  meetings,  both 
statute  labour  and  turnpike,  in  the  7th  Division  of  statute  labour  roads, 
and  the  4tli  turnpike  district. 

The  parish  roads  are  under  the  same  surveyor  as  the  turnpikes.  I 
think  the  system  of  expending  tlie  funds  raised  m  a  parish  on  roads  within 
that  parish,  works  very  well.  For  the  most  part,  the  workmen  are  kept 
separate  for  each  parish,  and  there  is  a  separate  set  of  men  for  the  turn- 
pike roads. 

I  think  it  is  a  good  system  having  the  pansh  and  turnpike  roads  under 
the  same  surveyor. 

The  tolls  are  light  in  our  neighbourhood,  and  they  are  not  numerons. 
A  person  does  not  pay  twice  within  six  miles.  The  farmers  generally  do 
not  complain  of  them.  Nor  do  they  complain  of  the  statute  labonr 
assessment  in  Glencairn,  which  may  be  taken  at  about  1  per  cent  on  the 
rent  A  farmer  takes  this  burden  mto  consideration  when  oflfering  for  a 
farm.  And  I  regard  any  road  rate  paid  by  a  tenant  as  virtually  coming 
out  of  the  pocket  of  his  landlord. 

An  agricultural  farmer  makes  more  use  of  the  roads  than  a  pastotal 
farmer,  and  therefore  an  equal  rate  would  fall  dispropcnrtionately  on  them 
in  proportion  to  the  use  made  of  the  roads. 

I  believe  people  at  times  go  considerably  round  abont  to  evade  tolls. 

I  know  of  one  or  two  cases  of  public  roads  which  are  not  supported 
either  out  of  the  statute  labour  or  turnpike  funds. 
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The  roads  in  Glencaim  are  in  very  good  order,  and  the  assessment  is       County 
not  nearly  at  the  maximum.    It  might  be  doubled  if  necessary.  ^^ 

There  has  been  no  general  agitation  or  feeling  on  the  subject  of  tolls  in  " 

the  district.    People  are  pretty  well  satisfied  with  things  as  they  are.        ^^ r  ^,  Hmitvr. 

I  have  heard  no  desire  expressed  by  tenants  to  have  any  share  in  the 
management  of  the  roads. 


No.  XVm.  Mr  Thomas  Larimer^  Examined  :^« 

I  was  a  resident  in  the  parish  of  Ruthwell  for  many  years,  and  farmed    Mr  Thomas 
a  property  which  I  had  in  that  parish.    I  took  a  great  interest  in  the     Lorimcr. 
statute  labour  roads  in  the  5th  Division. 

The  same  surveyor  has  the  management  of  the  parish  and  turnpike 
roads.  He  takes  the  whole  management  himself,  with  surfacemen  under 
him.  I  was  inclined  to  think  he  had  rather  too  much  under  his  charge ; 
the  area  was  too  extensive. 

Whilst  I  was  at  Ruthwell,  the  roads,  upon  the  whole,  were  kept  in  very 
good  order ;  they  were  very  well  and  very  economically  managed.  I  con- 
sidered it  a  good  system  that  the  same  surveyor  should  have  both  classes 
of  roads. 

I  think  it  would  be  a  very  great  improvement  to  nnite  the  funds  of  the 
several  parishes  in  the  division,  and  apply  them  generally  to  all  the  roads 
within  the  diyision.     I  always  thought  that  would  be  an  improvement. 

I  also  think  it  would  be  an  improvement  to  assess  the  statute  labour 
money  on  the  real  rent. 

The  tolls  are  not  generally  oppressive  in  this  county,  and  firnners  do 
not  complain  of  them.  I  think  they  would  rather  continue  to  pay 
the  tolls  than  have  an  assessment.  I  do  not  think  the  rent  a  man  pays 
forms  a  fair  criterion  of  the  use  he  makes  of  the  road.  There  is  a 
great  difference  between  a  stock  farmer  and  an  agricultural  farmer,  and 
the  situation  in  regard  to  markets  also  make  a  great  difference.  A  stock 
farmer  will  only  be  driving  stock  to  market  two  or  three  times  in  a  year. 
This  objection  applies  to  the  present  system  of  statute  laboiur,  under 
which  the  stock  farmer  pays  the  same  as  the  agricultural  farmer.  Under 
an  extended  assessment,  this  inequality  would  be  increased. 

I  think  it  would  be  difficult  to  lay  an  assessment  on  horses  which  wonld 
he  at  all  equal.  Carriers  and  people  driving  for  pleasure  use  the  roads  a 
great  deal  more  than  others. 

The  traffic  on  turnpike  roads  has  been  greatly  diminished  in  the  parish 
of  Ruthwell  since  the  opening  of  the  railways,  and  it  has  been  greatly  in- 
creased on  some  of  the  parish  roads  leading  to  the  station.  It  has  been 
found  necessary  to  apply  much  larger  sums  for  the  repair  of  such  roads. 
The  rate  of  assessment  has  been  raised  to  the  maximum,  and  would  have 
been  increased  still  more  if  we  had  had  the  power  so  to  increase  it.  The 
increase  of  the  assessment  did  not  cause  much  dissatisfaction  among  the 
farmers. 

I  think  the  farmers  ought  certainly  to  have  a  yoice  in  the  management 
of  the  roads.  Thb  would  make  them  much  less  likely  to  grumble  at  any 
increase  of  assessment.  I  think  there  might  be  a  certain  number  elected 
out  of  those  eligible  as  paying  a  certain  amount  of  rent. 

For  making  new  roads  or  improvements,  I  think  there  should  be  an 
extra  assessment  laid  upon  heritors  exclusively;  and  in  deciding  upon 
such  an  assessment,  I  think  it  would  be  right  to  require  a  majority,  both 
in  the  number  of  the  heritors,  and  the  value  of  property  held  by  them. 

There  is  a  good  deal  of  property  in  the  county  which,  at  present, 
escapes  being  assessed  for  road  money,  such  as  houses,  minerals,  woods, 
etc.  I  think  there  should  be  no  such  exemptions,  and  that  lands  and 
heritages  should  all  pay  their  proportion  according  to  the  value. 
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XX.  COUNTY  OF  FOBFAR. 


MEMBEnS  PRESENT. 

William  Smjthe,  Esq.         |      Right  Hon.  Sir  John  M'NeilL 
MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


County  

Forfar.  No.  I.  John  Inglxs  Chalfne9's,  Esq.  of  Auldbar,  Exanuned  :— 

John  Inglis  I  am  a  proprietor  in  the  county  of  Forfar,  and  have  resided  a  good  deal 
Chalmers,  Eflq.  ^q  ^he  county  for  some  years  past,  and  have  taken  an  interest  in  eodiDly 
matters.  I  was  a  member  of  a  committee,  which  was  appointed  in  the 
county  in  1855,  to  consider  the  question  of  tl>e  future  management  of 
turnpike  roads.  There  are,  I  believe,  sixteen  separate  Tnmpike  Trusta  in 
the  county,  besides  that  for  the  Montrose  Bridge,  which  is  under  %  sepa- 
rate Act  of  Parliament.  The  frequency  of  tolls,  arising  from  the  number 
of  Trusts,  constitutes  a  great  inconvenience  and  annoyanee  in  mj  imme- 
diate neighbourhood.  I  cannot  go  three  miles  in  one  direction  witboot 
paying  two  tolls ;  and  in  passing  through  Brechin  to  the  North  I  have 
also  to  pay  two  tolls.  The  funds  at  present  raised  bj  tolls  arep  so  fisr  sf 
know,  sufficient  to  keep  the  roads  in  repair. 

I  am  especially  interested  in  the  Central  Forfarshire  Turnpike,  which 
was  made  turnpike  in  1833.  It  was  originally  intended  to  carry  it  ta 
Dundee,  by  which  a  saving  of  five  miles  would  have  been  effected  between 
Brechin  and  Dundee.  Its  present  length  is  about  eight  miles.  It  was 
made  principally  by  my  brother ;  and  the  town  of  Brechin,  1  believe,  gave 
L.300,  which  was  to  be  considered  as  a  postponed  debt.  The  origmal 
amount  of  outlay  was  L. 3,962,  38.  7^.  It  was  aU  paid  by  way  cmT  mib- 
scription,  upon  security  of  the  tolls.  There  are  two  toll-bars  on  the  road. 
which  have  always  been  let.  The  total  revenue  from  tolls  in  1858,  which 
was  less  than  usual,  was  L.150, 138.  4d.  I  hand  in  a  statement,  showing 
the  revenue  and  expenditure  (exclusive  of  interest)  for  the  last  eleven 
years,  and  which  shows  an  annual  surplus  income  over  expenditure  o£ 
L.45^  19s.  5d.  The  largest  amount  of  surplus  income  in  any  one  year 
was  m  the  year  ending  Whitsunday  1 853,  when  there  was  a  surplus  U 
L.65,  lis.  3d.  The  expenditure  on  the  road  is  regulated  b^  an  estimate 
given  annually  by  the  surveyor,  and  the  surplus  income  is  every  jear 
handed  over  to  me  after  the  accounts  are  closed,  to  account  of  interest  on 
the  debt.  The  arrears  of  interest  are  added  to  the  principal  debt  eveiy 
year.  At  Whitsunday  1858,  the  debt,  including  uiteresty  amounted  to 
L.11,013,  86.  4d.,  of  which  about  L.900  was  postponed  debt.     The  is* 
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teres!  is  calculated  at  6  per  cent.    Our  tolls  are  let  fSor  tiie  present  year      County 
at  L.170.    Our  revenue  has  suffered  much  from  the  opening  of  the  A  her-       Porfar 

deen  Railway.     The  through  traffic  has  now  almost  entirely  ceased.    The         ' 

state  of  trade  has  affected  the  letting  of  the  tolle  last  year.     Since  the    John  Inglis 
road  was  made,  our  revenue  has  never  been  anything  like  sufficient  to  pay  Chalmers,  Esq. 
5  per  cent,  interest  on  the  debt.     Mr  Oallm,  the  road  surveyor  of  the 
county,  calculates  the  cost  of  collection  at  each  bar  about  L.30.     I  am 
Dot  sure  whether  this  includes  the  value  of  the  toll>house  or  not. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  subdivision  of  Trusts  adds  greatly  to  the  ex- 
pense, and  that  economy  would  result  from  consolidation.  Although  the 
opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  county  is  against  the  abolition  of  tolls,  the 
opinion  is  favourable  to  consolidation.  The  great  impediment  to  the  con- 
solidation of  Trusts  is  the  existence  of  the  debts. 

In  any  system  of  management,  I  think  it  would  be  very  desirable  to  in- 
chide  both  statute  labour  and  turnpike  roads  under  one  management. 
Our  statute  labour  roads  are  divided  into  four  districts.  The  whole  of 
them  are  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr  Gallen  as  surveyor.  The  as- 
sessment is  laid  on  by  the  general  meeting — the  rate  for  each  district  and 
parish  being  fixed  by  them. 

The  great  difficulty  in  getting  a  system  of  road  reform,  by  which  the 
turnpike  and  statute  labour  roads  could  be  placed  under  one  manage- 
ment, proceeds  firom  this  circumstance,  that  in  the  higher  districts  of  the 
county  there  are  many  farmers  who  have  never  to  pay  a  toll  at  all — all 
the  roads  in  that  part  of  the  county  being  statute  labour,  and  they  would 
not  like  to  be  taxed  to  pay  off  our  debts. 

My  views  in  regard  to  the  valuation  of  the  debt  are,  that  you  should 
take  the  surplus  income  on  an  average  of  ten  years,  and  that  the  debt 
should  be  valued  at  L.lOO  for  every  L.3  of  interest  paid. 

When  I  say  that  the  expenditure  on  the  Central  Road  is  regulated  by 
an  estimate  of  expenditure,  I  mean  merely  to  say  that  a  rough  estimate 
is  made  by  the  surveyors  of  the  probable  expenditure,  and  not  that  it  is 
iixed  at  a  certain  sum. 


Edinbwrgh,  Tuesday,  \^th  AprU  1859. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.         |         Duncan  McLaren  Esq. 
MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  II.— Jfr  John  Maequeen^  Qlurk  to  Robert  Haldane»  Esq.,  W.S., 

Examined : — 

I  am  clerk  to  Mr  Haldane,  who  is  clerk  and  treasurer  to  the  Dundee  ^^  John 
and  Cmpar-Angue  Turnpike,  The  Trust  is  constituted  under  the  For^  Macqueen. 
farshire  Road  Act  of  1831.  The  road  extends  to  23  miles,  of  ^%-hich 
there  are  21^  in  Forfarshire,  and  1)  in  Perthshire.  There  are  five  tolls, 
which  are  generally  let.  The  principal  bar  at  Logic,  near  Dundee,  has 
always  been  let.  With  regard  to  some  of  the  other  smaller  bars,  the 
Trustees  have  occasionally,  when  the  rent  offered  was  thought  inadequate, 
collected  the  tolls  themselves.  In  such  cases,  they  have  generally  realized 
fully  the  «ums  for  which  they  would  have  been  let,  and  more  than  was 
offered  for  them.    The  revenue  from  tolls  and  compositions  was — 

Inl8M-57,  L.1,763    2    7i 

■y,  1867-68, 1,737  17    2i 
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The  expenditure  on  maintenance  and  salaries 

For  year  to  2d  February  1857, 

1857-58|  .... 

1858-59,  ... 

And  for  year  1859-60,  it  is  expected  to  be  about  the 

same  as  the  previous  year,  viz.,  about     .  780    0    0 

The  revenue  has  decreased  connderably  since  Whitsunday  1854.  Tbe 
revenue  for  the  year,  up  to  that  term,  was  .  L.2,115    0  0 

And  for  year,  to  Whitsunday  1860,  it  will  be  about  1,829    0   0 

This  decrease  is  attributable  to  the  operation  of  the  railways^  but  cliieflj 
to  the  withdrawal  of  the  licenses.  Tn?  revenue  seems  likely  to  increase, 
for  although  the  railwavs  take  away  the  through  traffic,  they  are  gradu- 
ally increasing  the  local  traffic.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  expenditme 
has  greatly  diminished.  Mr  M^Oonnell  is  surveyor,  and  receives  a  sakiy 
of  L.  105,  and  the  elerk  and  treasurer's  salary  is  L.50. 

The  sum  paid  annually  for  interest  on  debt  is  not  at  a  given  rate  per 
cent.,  but  the  surplus  income  is  divided  in  proportion  to  the  several deb^ 
The  total  debt  is  L.23,807, 18s.  Id.,  for  which  sum,  parties  interested  in 
the  locality  are  creditors.  Lord  Camperdown  and  Lord  Douglas  Half- 
burton's  Trustees  are  the  principal  creditors.  I  cannot  speak  as  to  tbe 
original  cost  of  the  road,  but  I  believe  that  this  debt  was  contracted  for 
the  construction  and  improvement  of  it.  There  was  a  large  arrear  of  in- 
terest due  upon  this  debt,  owing  to  the  revenue  having  been  found  in- 
sufficient for  about  the  first  fourteen  years  after  its  opening,  and  also  io 
consequence  of  several  other  sums  due  to  strangers,  incurred  in  the  eoo- 
struction  of  the  road,  having  been  paid  up.  With  the  exception  of  these 
fourteen  years,  interest  has  been  regularly  paid  every  3'ear.  The  interat 
paid  in  any  particular  year  was  in  consequence  applied,  not  to  the  year  io 
which  the  payment  was  made,  but  to  a  period  about  fourteen  years  bsck. 
In  1856,  however,  the  Trustees  resolved  that  the  payment  madeinetdi 
year  should  be  held  to  apply  to  the  year  in  which  it  was  made. 

For  many  years  previous  to  1856,  interest  at  4  per  cent.,  and  occasion- 
ally at  5  per  cent.,  was  paid  annually ;  and  on  more  than  one  occasion  % 
year  and  a  half  or  two  years'  interest,  at  4  per  cent.,  was  paid  in  tlie 
course  of  twelve  months.  Since  1856,  a  year's  interest  has  been  paid  it 
4  per  cent,  to  Whitsunday  1857,  and  at  3  per  cent,  to  Whitsunday  1858. 
At  Whitsunday  next  it  will  be  paid  at  3  per  cent.,  and  I  expect  that  for 
the  following  year,  viz.,  to  Whitsunday  1860,  interest  at  3^  per  cent.  vOl 
be  paid. 

The  tolls  have  been  let  for  the  ensuing  year  at  an  advance  of  about 
L.280. 

I  am  not  aware  that  any  of  the  debts  above  mentioned  have  been  sold. 
I  know  that  the  executor  of  one  creditor  proposed  to  sell  his  claim,  bnt 
he  still  retains  it. 


Dundee^  Wednesdity,  Qth  June  1859. 


MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  III.  Mr  Charles  LyaU,  Rincraig,  Brechin,  Examined  :— 

Mr  C.  Lyall.       I  am  a  fanner  in  the  county  of  Forfar,  and  factor  for  Lord  Soothesk, 
in  which  capacity  I  attend  the  road  meetings,  both  turnpike  and  statnte 
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labour.    The  turnpikes  on  which  I  am  principally  interested  are  the  Mon-      County 
trose  and  Forfar  turnpike,  and  the  Montrose  ana  Brechin  turnpike ;  also       „  ^f 
the  statute  labour  roads  in  the  Brechin  District.    The  statute  labour  money         _if* 
raised  in  each  parish,  is  expended  within  that  parish.   There  are  18  parishes  Mr  C  LyalU  j 
in  the  Brechin  District.    The  statute  labour  roads  are  all  under  the  same 
surveyor,  and  he  has  also  some  turnpikes  under  his  charge,  but  not  those 
with  which  I  have  to  do. 

The  statute  labour  assessment  is  raised  on  the  old  valued  rent,  and  b 
allocated  by  each  proprietor  among  his  tenants,  according  to  the  real  rent. 
In  the  parish  of  Kinnell,  with  which  I  am  acquainted,  the  assessment  thus 
imposed  on  the  old  valued  rent  corresponds  pretty  well  with  the  real  rent; 
but  some  farms  have  been  re-let  lately,  which  may  alter  the  case.  I  pay 
myself  about  3^d.  per  £  fur  statute  labour  money — my  farm  being  in  the 
parish  of  Brechin.  I  consider  this  is  about  the  rate  which  other  farmers 
in  the  parish  pay.  The  rate  of  assessment  on  the  L.100  Scots  in  the 
parish  of  Brechin  is  onl^  32s.,  whilst  in  many  of  the  others  in  the  district 
it  is  as  high  as  48s.,  which  is  the  maximum  allowed  by  the  Act. 

The  tolls  are  not  burdensome  in  my  district.  They  are  now  very  law, 
a  loaded  cart  only  paying  2d.  on  the  Montrose  and  Brechin  Road.  It 
runs  about  a  mile  through  my  farm,  which  I  have  the  use  of  without  paying 
any  toll.    There  is  a  toU  between  me  and  Brechin. 

I  calculated,  in  1856,  that  my  tolls  amounted  to  L.2  per  annum,  and 
that  my  tolls  and  statute  labour  money  together  came  to  4id.  per  £. 
This  was  exclusive  of  personal  tolls,  for  which  I  pay  a  considerable  sum, 
as  I  have  to  go  about  the  country  in  my  capacity  of  factor. 

I  have  attended  the  meetings  of  the  county  in  regard  to  tolls,  but  have 
not  taken  any  part  in  the  discussions.  Although  my  tolls  and  statute 
labour  at  present  only  amount  to  4id.,  I  wotdd  willingly  pay  6d.  under  an 
assessment  to  be  rid  of  tolls  altogether. 

I  see  no  objection  to  the  management  of  the  turnpikes  and  statute  labour 
roads  being  in  the  same  hands,  and  I  think  it  would  be  an  improvement 
on  the  present  system  if  the  statute  labour  roads  in  a  district  were  all 
thrown  together,  with  a  common  fund  for  their  maintenance.  The  statute 
labour  roads  have  much  improved  within  the  last  ^ve  or  six  years,  since 
they  have  been  placed  under  one  surveyor.  The  great  improvement 
arises  from  his  having  the  work  done  at  the  proper  time.  The  money 
now  goes  farther  than  under  the  old  system. 

I  am  clerk  to  the  Montrose  and  Forfar  Turnpike,  which  consists  of  15^ 
miles,  with  three  tolls,  which  are  all  let. 


The  revenue  for  1856-57  was  . 

'  1857-58, 
1858-69, 


11 
11 


n 
If 


L.101  0  0 
117  0  0 
131     0    0 


The  expense  of  maintenance,  including  clerk  and  surveyor's 

salary,  for  1856-57  was        .            .            .  L.112  16    7 

1867-58,               .             .             .  133     3     7 
The  clerk  and  surveyor's  salary  Lb  L.15. 

The  revenue  fell  ofi  very  much  after  the  introduction  of  railways.  One 
of  the  tolls  is  let  for  only  L.25.  I  do  not  think  the  old  woman  who  keeps 
it  has  more  than  L.IO  from  it,  besides  her  free  house. 

There  is  L.11,423,  5s.  5d.  of  debt  on  the  road. 

The  road  was  originally  made  by  Lord  Southesk  for  6)  miles  through  his 
own  property.  It  was  then  agreed  to  be  continned  by  the  other  pro- 
prietors, each  paying  for  the  portion  which  passed  through  his  property, 
and  the  towns  of  Montrose  and  Forfar  contributing  L.500  each.  The 
proprietors  of  some  of  the  properties  through  which  the  road  passed  were 
not  in  a  condition  to  make  it,  and  money  was  borrowed  for  this  purpose 

2k 
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Cotmty       to  the  extent  of  L.  2,500  by  Lord  Soutbesk's  father  and  Colonel  Dalguns, 

F  tLr  ^^  ^^^"^  ^'^'^  ^^'  "^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^P  ^^  ^^'^  Sontbesk  at  MartiniDas 
1856.  Prerious  to  that  time,  he  had  been  paying  the  interest  annitllj. 
JUt'C,  Lyall.  the  road  reyenue  being  insufficient.  I  include  the  adraiices  by  the  towns 
of  Montrose  and  For&r  in  the  gross  amount  of  the  debt,  but  I  believe  they 
do  not  look  upon  it  as  a  good  debt.  I  also  include  the  sums  advanced  by 
Lord  Southesk,  and  two  other  proprietors,  for  the  original  oonstmction  of 
the  road,  and  the  remainder  is  made  up  by  the  sums  pud  by  Lord  Southesk 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  road,  and  the  interest  of  the  money  borrowed. 
No  interest  has  erer  been  paid  since  I  had  charge  of  the  road,  wkidi  is 
seven  years  past.  My  father  nad  previously  the  chittrge  of  the  road ;  snd  I 
know  that  no  interest  has  ever  been  paid  since  the  road  was  made  in  1829. 


No.  rv.  Robert  William  Andergon,  Esq.,  Examined : — 

Robert  W.       j  ^q  General  Clerk  to  the  Road  Trustees  of  the  countr  of  Forfar,  and  to 
Aiid«K»n,E»q.^|jg  ^^^^  l^^^ct  of  Statute  Labour  Roads, 

Under  the  Statute  Labour  Act,  the  county  is  divided  into  four  districts, 
each  district  consisting  of  a  certain  number  of  parishes,  and  having 
separate  places  of  meeting.  The  regulating  local  Statute  is  50  Geo.  III., 
cap.  120.  There  are  two  meetings  in  each  district  in  the  year,  besides 
occanonal  meetings  when  necessary,  and  two  general  meetings  of  the  Roid 
Trustees  of  the  county.  Questions  repeatedly  come  from  Uie  districts  to 
the  general  meetings. 
,  In  all  the  districts,  lists  are  made  up  of  the  different  roads  to  whidi 

the  statute  labour  money  is  to  be  applied.  Any  party  who  is  not  satiflfied 
with  the  decision  of  the  District  Trustees  upon  this  point,  may  rder 
the  question  to  the  (General  Trustees. 

According  to  the  Statute,  the  assessment  raised  in  each  parish  must  be 
applied  in  that  parish,  with  the  exception  of  the  case  of  bui^hs  (§  18  of 
the  Act),  where  one-half  of  the  money  raised  may  be  laid  out  at  a  distinct 
not  exceeding  three  miles,  from  the  burgh.  In  practice,  this  rule  is  not 
strictly  adhered  to,  since  the  appointment  of  a  general  snrveyor.  Tbe 
monej^,  however,  is  separately  collected  in  each  parish,  except  in  the  Brechin 
District,  where  there  is  a  general  collector  for  the  whole  district.  In  tbe 
Forfar  District,  the  whole  money  collected  is  paid  over  to  me  as  treasnrer, 
and  the  surveyor  draws  upon  me. 

There  is  no  debt  on  the  statute  labour  roads  of  the  county.  The  assess- 
ment is  paid  wholly  by  occupants — 48s.  per  L.lOO  Scots  is  the  maximiuD 
under  the  Act^  but  the  Trustees  have  a  power  to  raise  it  to  OOs.  There 
is  also  an  assessment  on  horses  kept  for  hire — 4s.  6d.  on  each  hone,  sod 
6s.  on  carriage  and  saddle  horses.  Parties  paying  as  occupants  of  Itnd 
also  pay  for  their  horses.  There  is,  besides,  a  charge  made  upon  eaniaga, 
— 12s.  for  four-wheeled,  and  6s.  for  two-wheeled  carriages. 

There  are  IG  parishes  in  the  Forfar  District,  and  tl^  sum  levied,  Itst 
year,  for  statute  labour  was  L.I, 361,  6s.  2d. 

In  the  town  of  For&r,  the  statute  labour  money  is  levied  over  the  whole 
burgh,  but  is  applied  to  only  a  few  of  the  streets ;  and  this  is  the  case  abo 
in  Dundee. 

The  statute  labour  assessment  in  the  Forfar  District  falls  very  uneqasOj 
according  to  the  real  rent. 

I  have  a  table  shewing  the  case  of  10  different  properties  in  the  ptiisb 
of  Forfar ;  and  whereas  one  pays  only  Id.  in  the  £  of  real  rent  as  stttnte 
labour  monev, — of  the  others,  six  pay  2d.,  one  pays  3d.,  another  4d.,  sad 
the  tenth  6a.  per  £ ;  and  I  believe  the  same  inequality  exists  in  «ther 
parishes  througnout  the  county.    In  consequence  of  tnis  evident  n 
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some  attempts  have  been  made  to  lay  the  assessment  on  the  real^  instead       County 
of  the  valued  rent ;  but  in  the  present  state  of  the  law  this  has  been  found  ®^ 

impracticable,  and  parties  assessed  on  the  real  rent  hare  refused  to  pay  the  "' 

assessment.  Robert  W. 

The  amount  collected  annually  in  the  county  as  bridge  money  is  about  AndetvonfEBq. 
L.860.  This  is  applied  by  the  surveyor  under  sanction  of  the  Trustees. 
There  is  no  allocation  by  the  Road  Trustees  since  the  appointment  of 
a  general  surveyor.  Where  the  sum  to  be  expended  is  above  L.IO,  there 
must  be  a  formal  application  for  the  sanction  of  the  general  meeting  of 
Trustees. 

In  the  case  of  a  new  bridge^  one-half  the  cost  must  be  advanced  by 
the  proprietor,  or  raised  in  the  district. 

Tne  bridge  money  is  now  raised  upon  the  real  rent  under  the  Yalnatioa 
Act. 

The  subject  of  the  abolition  of  tolls  has  been  frequentlr  before  county 
meetings.  The  first  object  to  which  the  county  directed  attention  was 
the  cdnsolidation  of  the  Turnpike  Trusts.  I  see  no  obstade  to  such  a  con- 
BoHdation.  No  si)ecific  resolution  has  been  come  to  regar^ng  the  debt,  but 
I  understand  the  views  of  the  county  to  be,  that  the  debts  siiould  be  valued. 
"We  have  only  one  turnpike  entirely  free  of  debt — ^the  Montrose  and  Brechin 
Tmmpike.  If  the  debts  were  valued,  the  nominal  amount  would  be  v^ 
much  decreased. 

Some  parties  in  the  county  contemplate  the  statute  labour  roads  being 
combiued  with  the  turnpikes ;  but  the  committee  which  has  been  iu>pointea 
is  directed  to  confine  its  attention,  in  the  first  place,  to  the  turnpike  roads. 
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Comity  EXTBACT  MmUTES  of  MeBTINQ  of  COUNTT  of  FOBFAB. 

of 
Foriav.  {Handed  in  by  Mr  Anderson.) 

Robert  W.        ^^  Forfar,  and  within  the  Count j  Hall  there,  on  Saturdaj,  the  30th 
AnderaoDfBBq.  ^^y  of  April,  eighteen  hundr^  and  fifty-nine,  in  a  general  meeting 

of  the  Commissioners  of  Supply  and  Justices  of  Peace  of  Foifanhire, 
Trustees  on  Roads  and  Bridges  within  that  county,  called  by  pnblk 
advertisement  in  the  newspapers,  of  which  meeting  the  Right  Hoo- 
ourable  Lord  Panmure,  K  T.,  G.C.B.,  Lord-lieutenant  of  Fnfur- 
shive,  was  chairman  {inter  alia), — 

ConeolidaHan  of  Road  TrutU. — ^Li  terms  of  the  notice  given  at  last  meet- 
ing, Mr  Hunter  of  Blackness  moved  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
consider  the  question  of  Turnpike  Tnists  in  the  county,  and  to  airuge 
the  clauses  of  a  new  general  Bill  for  the  county,  with  a-  view  to  the  codso' 
lidation  of  the  different  Trusts,  and  such  other  alterations  in  the  rates  vA 
^neral  management  as  may  seem  fit.  The  motion  was  seecxided  by  Ut 
Kinloch,  and  unanimously  agreed  to  ;  and  the  meeting  accordinely  ap- 
pointed, and  herebr  appoint,  the  following  committee  m  terms  UieiW, 
with  power  to  employ  such  legal  assistance  as  thev  may  consider  requi- 
site in  preparing  the  draft  of  a  generid  Road  Bill  for  the  county,  and 
carrying  the  motion  into  effect — ^viz.,  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  ;  the  Right  Honourable  Viscount  Duncan ;  Sir  John  Ogilvj* 
'  M.P.,  County  Convener ;  H.  E.  Baxter,  yr.  of  Kincaldnim»  M.P. ;  Dand 
Hunter  of  Blackness  ;  George  ELialoch  of  Kinloch ;  John  Liglis  Chalmeo 
of  Auldbar ;  H.  D.  Proctor  of  Halkerton ;  James  Cam^;y  Arbnthnott  d 
Balnamoon;  George  Ramsay  Ogilvy  of  Westhall;  Chnstopher  KkXt 
Esq.,  Dundee ;  Peter  Baimsfather  of  Dumbarrow ;  Goorge  Webstef) 
Esq. ;  J.  P.  Bamside  ;  and  the  Provost  for  the  time  being  of  the  \m^ 
of  Arbroath,  Brechin,  Dundee,  Forfar  and  Montrose, — any  five  if  the 
committee  to  be  a  quorum,  and  Mr  Hunter  of  Blackiiess  convoier. 

Extracted  from  the  minutes  by 

R.  W.  Andersqn,  Oeneral  Ckri. 


No.  V.  James  Anderson  Diekson,  Esq.,  Examined : — 

James  A.  ^  ^™  Provost  of  ArbroatL  Our  streets  are  kept  in  r^air  under  tk 
Dickson,  Esq.  General  Act  3  and  4  Wm.  lY.,  cap.  46.  We  levy  a  large  sum  for 
paving  and  maintaining  the  streets ;  last  year  4d.  per  £  on  the  rental  wai 
levied,  or  L.524,  1 58.  6d.  Statute  labour  money  is  levied  besides  this 
over  the  burgh,  which  is  composed  of  two  parishes — Arbroath,  and  a  pv 
tion  of  St  vigeans.  The  statute  labour  money  levied  in  Arbroath  is 
applied  wholly  within  Arbroath ;  the  rate  of  statute  labour  money  levitd 
is  3d.  per  £,  which  is  levied  on  the  occupants  of  houses,  and  also  on 
horses  and  carriages,  whether  let  for  hire  or.  not. 

The  gross  sum  assessed  for  statute  labour  in 

Arbroath  parish,  is          .                ...     L.128    0    0 
In  St  Vigeans, 242    4    0 

Of  tihis  latter  sum,  L.42,  17s.  Sfd.  is  raised  within  the  parliamenUry 
boundary,  and  L.199,  65.  3d.  beyond  these  bounds.  About  L.60of  the 
statute  labour  fVinds  is  expended  annually  within  the  burgh. 

There  are  four  tolls  within  the  parliamentary  boundary,  two  of  which 
dear  one  another,  being  on  the  same  line  of  road. 

The  inhabitants  do  not  make  any  complaint  as  to  tolls,  but  they  tf^ 
felt  as  a  hardship.     I  live  a  little  way  out  of  Arbroatii,  and  I  suppQW  nj 
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tolls  cost  me  L.10  per  aanumy  besides  the  heavy  assessment  of  7d.  per  £      Coaotj< 
in  the  burgh.  J^ 

If  an  assessment  were  substituted  for  tolls,  I  think  the  inhabitants  of  * 

Arbroath  would  prefer  having  the  roads  within  the  burgh,  aa  at  present*     Jamee  A. 
under  their  own  control ;  and  that  any  additional  assessment,  beyond  that  DicksoD,  Esq. 
now  levied)  would  be  very  unpalatable  to  the  inhabitants. 

If  we  were  called  upon  to  keep  up  all  the  roads  within  the  parliamen- 
tary boundary,  we  should  have  to  keep  up  3  miles  of  turnpike  which  we 
do  not  keep  at  present,  except  in  so  far  as  we  pay  tolls.  If  the  burgh 
were  to  be  made  to  keep  up  these  3  miles  of  turnpike,  an  assessment 
should  be  laid  on  horses  and  carriages  within  burgh^  which  I  consider 
would  be  more  equitable  than  imposing  it  on  the  inhabitants  generally. 
My  idea  is*  that  10s.  6d.  on  each  cart-horse,  L.l,  Is.  for  each  riding-horse, 
and  L.l,  lis.  6d.  for  each  carriage-horse  and  carriage,  in^tddition  to  the 
present  rate,  would  be  sufficient  to  raise  a  sum  adequate  fbr  keeping  up 
the  whole  roads  within  the  parliamentary  boundary;  and  by  sudi  a 
mode  of  assessment  we  should  be  levying  the  money  from  purties  who 
really  make  use  of  the  roads. 


No.  y  I.  Col.  John  JSHnloeh  of  Logic,  Examined : — 

I  am  a  proprietor  in  the  county  of  Forfar,  and  formerly  took  a  con-  Col.  Kinloch. 
siderable  interest  in  the  question  of  roads,  although  latteriy  I  have  been 
a  good  deal  from  home. 

I  am  favourable  to  the  abolition  of  tolls,  and,  as  an  equitable  substitute, 
I  would  have  an  assessment,  j^artly  on  lands  and  heritages,  and  partly  on 
horses  and  carriages.  I  consider  those  who  use  the  roads  should  pay  for 
them,  but  the  whole  country  is  interested  in  good  roads,  whether  they^ 
directly  use  them  or  not.  Many  of  our  roads,  since  tbe  introduction  of 
nulways,  are  now  no  Ipnger  first-class  roads,  and  many  statute  labour 
roads  have  now  immense  traffic  upon  them,  the  repair  of  which  eats  up  a 
large  portion  of  the  assessment.  At  Kirriemuir,  for  instance,  where  there 
is  a  railway  station,  the  statute  labour  roads  to  the  north-west  and  east 
are  now  much  cut  up.  These  roads  are  no  longer  mere  parish  roads,  but 
used  by  parties  coming  from  other  parishes  to  the  station.  We  find  it 
an  immense  advantage  that  the  statute  labour  money  is  now  applied  over 
the  whole  district,  instead  of  being  restricted  to  particular  parishes. 
The  appointment  of  a  general  surveyor  for  the  district  has  been  attended 
with  most  beneficial  results.  Formeriy  there  was  a  scramble  among 
those  attending  the  meetings  aa  to  who  should  receive  the  largest  share 
of  load  money.  Those  who  were  present  got  it,  and  those  who  wece  ab* 
sent  got  none. 

I  would  like  to  see  a  farther  consolidation  of  Turnpike  Trusts  in  the 
first  place,  and  afterwards  I  would  have  the  statute  labour  roads  amalga- 
mate with  them. 

I  believe  that  the  whole  revenues  of  the  county  roads  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  pay  the  whole  interest  on  the  debt 

In  assessing  horses,  I  would  assess  horses  of  all  kinds,  but  according  to 
a  system  of  dassification. 

I  think  a  considerable  saving  should  result  from  the  consolidation  of 
the  difierent  Trusts. 


No.  VII.  ChrtBtopker  Ktarr^  Esq.,  Examined  i*-- 

I  am  clerk  and  treasurer  to  the  Invergowrie  Turnpike,  the  Strathmarh  C  Kerr,  Esq. 
tine  Turnpike,  and  the  Dundee  District  of  Statute  Laboiur  Eoads. 
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Connty  The  Invergowrie  Turnpike  extends  to  about  3  miles,  from  Dundee  to 

_  *^J  the  confines  of  the  county  of  Perth.     There  is  one  toll  on  the  road,  which 

Forfar.       -^  within  2  miles  of  the  toll  on  the  Perth  and  Dundee  Road,  and  don 

C.  Kerr,  Esq.  i^ot  check  it.    Our  toll-bar  is  within  the  parliamentary  boundaries  of 

Dundee.     It  is  generally  let,  although  this  year  it  is  in  our  own  hands,-- 

owing  to  the  rate  of  toll  being  increased,  and  a  difficulty  being  thus  ielt 

in  estimating  what  the  rent  should  be. 

The  revenue  in  1856-7  was       ....    L.380    0    0 
M  1857-8, 380    0    0 

The  expense  of  maintenance,  including  surveyor's 

salary,  in  1856-7, L.293  18    6 

„  1867-8, 332  19    0 

The  surreyor's  salary  is  L.20,  and  the  derk  and  treasurer's  L.15,  I5i. 

Our  debt  at  April  1858  was  .  L.  1,284    4    6 

This  consists  of  L.1,000,  secured  on  assignation 

of  the  tolls  to  the  Dundee  Banking  Co.,          .  L.lyOOO    0    0 
And  a  balance  due  to  the  Bank  on  current  ac- 
count of        284  15    6 

For  which  latter  sum  the  Trustees  are  personally  responsible. 

Interest  is  regularly  paid  on  all  the  debt 

The  revenues  were  barely  sufficient  to  pa^  the  interest,  as  our  debt  to 
the  bank  had  increased  by  about  L.40  dunng  last  year;  and  in  order  to 
place  the  funds  on  a  proper  footing,  the  toUs  have  been  increased,  and  n 
now  expect  an  annual  sinking  fund. 

The  StrcUhmartine  Road  extends  to  about  7  miles,  on  which  there  ii 
one  toll,  which  is  let. 

The  rerenue  in  1856-7  was        ...        .    L.180    0    0 
„  1857-8, 180    0    0 

The  expense  of  maintenance  and  surveyor's  salary 

in  1856-7  was L.148    7    1 

„    1857-8. 153  11    7 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.IO,  and  the  clerk's  L.5. 

The  debt,  at  April  1858,  consisted  merely  of  a  balance  against  the  roid 
at  the  Bank,  of  L.  146,  which  has  been  since  diminishing. 

The  Dundee  District  of  Statute  Lohowr  Roads  consists  of  10  parishes. 
I  am  treasurer  for  the  district.  There  is  one  general  collector,  who  hai 
sub-collectors  under  him.  We  allow  the  general  collector  5  per  cent, 
and  he  pays  those  under  him.  The  sum  coUected  annually  in  the  district 
is  about  L.  2,100. 

In  the  town  of  Dundee,  the  assessment  is  leviable  on  householden  lod 
upon  horses  and  carriages.  A  great  deal  of  valuable  property  escapei, 
such  as  nulls,  shops,  and  warehouses. 

The  assessment  is  applied,  to  a  certain  extent,  to  keep  up  certais 
streets  without  the  ancient  royalty.  We  have  constant  disputes  with  the 
Police  Commissioners  on  this  subject.  The  rule  we  lav  down  for  our- 
selves isy  that  we  do  not  give  money  for  streets  witnin  the  aocieDt 
royalty. 

We  have  a  map  on  which  are  laid  down  what  roads  we  consider  statute 
labour  roads.  But  there  are  many  public  roads  to  which  the  stitste 
labour  money  has  never  been  applied.  New  roads  have  been  added  to 
the  list  within  my  recollection ;  but  we  generally  require  that  the  pro- 
prietors or  other  parties  interested  should  put  the  roads  in  good  repur 
before  we  take  charge  of  them. 

In  our  district  the  surveyor  is  bound  to  see  that  the  mmey  levied  is  * 
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parish  is  expended  within  that  parish.  But,  as  a  general  mensure,  I  think       Connty 
It  might  be  more  expedient  that  a  uniform  rate  should  be  raised  and  ex-       p  2f 
pended  over  the  whole  district.  *''* 

I  think  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  assess  the  statute  labour  money  on  o.  Kerr,  Esq. 
all  descriptions  of  property,  and  on  the  real  rent  under  the  Valuation  Roll. 

I  think  it  would  be  desirable  that  the  town  of  Dundee  should  be  sepa- 
rated from  the  county,  and  made  a  district  by  itself,  maintaining  its  own 
roads  and  streets. 

The  rates  presently  imposed  on  the  old  valued  rent  fall  very  unequally 
on  different  properties,  according  to  the  actual  value. 

The  traffic  on  the  Strathmartine  Turnpike  does  not  differ  from  that  on 
the  statute  labour  roads ;  whilst  the  traffic  on  the  Broughty  Ferry  Statute 
Labour  Road  is  precisely  the  same  as  on  some  of  the  turnpikes. 

The  practical  difficulty  as  to  raising  an  assessment  in  lieu  of  tolls  arises 
from  a  large  portion  of  the  northern  part  of  the  county  bein^  at  present 
exempt  from  the  payment  of  tolls  altogether.  The  railway  is  the  cause 
of  this,  as  it  cuts  them  off,  and  they  have  no  occasion  to  travel  to  the 
south  of  it.  The  proprietors  and  tenants  in  these  localities  would  object 
to  being  included  in  any  general  assessment  for  the  county  which  was  to 
'be  substituted  in  lieu  of  tolls. 

Under  the  Foriarshire  Act,  committees  are  appointed  by  the  general 
meeting  of  Trustees  for  each  particular  turnpike.  A  party,  though  quali- 
fied and  resident  in  the  neighbourhood,  would  not  be  capable  of  acting  as 
a  Trustee  upon  a  particular  road  unless  so  nominated  by  the  generid 
meeting. 

I  know  of  some  road  debts  in  the  county  having  been  sold.  On  the 
Dundee  and  Coupar-Angus  Road,  some  debts  were,  some  years  ago,  sold 
at  10s.  per  £ ;  but  the  revenue  of  this  road  has  improved  since  that  time. 
Along  with  other  members  of  a  committee,  I  had  to  consider  the  value  of 
the  debts  on  the  turnpike  roads  in  the  countv,  and  the  result  was,  that 
the  nominal  value  of  these  debts  was  far  beyond  the  actual  value. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  right  that  tenants  should  be  repre- 
sented in  the  management  of  the  roads,  especially  the  statute  labour 
roads;  but,  practiodly,  a  good  many  of  them  are  Trustees  already,  either 
as  proprietors  or  Justices. 

At  present  we  endeavour  to  carry  the  tenants  with  us,  and  they  assist 
118  very  much  in  giving  the  carriage  of  materials.' 


No.    VUL  WiUiam  David  Froctor,  Esq.,  Examined  i-^ 

I  am  a  Trustee  in  the  Lumleyden  and  Petterden  Turnpike,  and  the    William  D. 
Strathmore  Turnpike ;  and  I  am  at  present  acting  temporarily  as  clerk  Prootor,  Esq. 
and  treasurer  to  these  roads. 

The  Luml^den  and  Petterden  Turnpike  extends  to  11  miles  5  furlongs, 
with  two  tolls,  which  we  have  collected  for  some  years  past.  They  have 
realized  fully  more  than  we  could  have  obtained  by  letting  them.  We 
pay  5s.  per  week  to  the  collectors,  who  are  married  surfacemen, — the  tolls 
beins;  collected  by  their  wives.  They  keep  regular  schedules  of  the  traffic, 
n  which  every  article  is  entered. 

The  revenue  in  1856-67,  was  .        ,        .        L.193    4  11 

„  1857-68,  .         .         .  233  10     9 

„  1868-69,  .         .         .  200  13     2 

The  expense  of  maintenance,  including  surveyor's  salaryi  in 

1866-67,  was L.144  19    2 

1867-68, .  161  12  H 
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Coanty 

of 
Foifur. 

WHUbiilD. 
Proctor,  Esq. 


The  Burveyor's  salary  is  L.15,  and  thfl  ckrk  and  treasurer's  L.1& 

The  debt  at  present  is L.  4,023    9    5 

This  consists  of— - 
Original  debt,  being  subscriptions  by  the  pro- 
prietors, .     L.3;838    3    7 
Upon  this  sum,  interest  has 

been  paid  at  4  percent,  to 

Martinmas    1855, — soon 

after  which  the  railway 

was  opened,  and  our  re- 

Tenue  has  fallai  short. 
There  is  an  accumulation  of 

interest  unpaid,  at  4  per 

cent.,  amounting  to 


Deduct  deposit  in  Bank, 


460  11    0 

4,298  14    7 
275     5     2 


Actual  debt, 


L.4,023     9    6 


I  do  not  consider  there  is  much  prospect  of  our  revenue  improving}  I 
think  it  will  likely  continue  very  much  as  it  is. 

The  Strathmare  Turnpike  extends  to  26  miles  7  fturlongs,  from  the  ooo- 
fines  of  Perthshire  to  Kincardineshire.  There  are  seven  tolls  on  it, 
several  of  which  clear  one  another.  They  are  partly  let,  and  partly  ia  ^ 
hands  of  the  Trustees. 


The  revenue  for  1856-57  was 

1657-58, 
1B58-59) 


9$ 

»1 


L.901  10  0 
851  4  6 
841     8    3 


The  expense  of  maintenance,  including  surveyor's  salary,  for 

1866-57, L.659  11    1 

1857-58, 605  14    2 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.80,  and  the  clerk's  L.40. 

The  debt  on  this  road  at  inresent  is  L,2,000,  which  waa  contributed  bf 
subscription. 

Interest  has  been  regularly  paid  at  4  per  cent.,  and  the  debt  has  beo 
very  much  reduced. 

We  have  in  Bank,  applicable  to  the  payment  of  debt,  L.391»  Us.  6d. 

I  have  no  fear  of  our  revenue  being  insufficient  to  keep  up  the  roia 
and  pay  the  interest  on  our  debt,  as  the  railways  have  now  been  in  opo** 
tion  for  some  years. 

The  road  passes  through  the  burghs  of  For&r  and  Brechin  \  but  we  off 
not  repair  the  portion  of  road  within  the  ancient  royalty  in  these  t«o 
burghs. 

I  attend  the  meetings  of  the  statute  labour  roads  in  the  Forfiur  District 
The  collectors  of  the  statute  labour  money  are  generally  the  pansh  scImw' 
masters,  who  receive  5  per  cent,  on  the  gross  amount  collected. 

I  think  it  would  be  desirable  that  the  statute  labour  money  should  be 
raised  on  the  real  rent,  according  to  the  Valuation  Roll.  I  do  not  kiw 
that  it  would  give  satisfaction  if  all  the  parishes  in  a  district  were  coo* 
solidated  with  a  uniform  rate  of  assessment. 

I  think  it  would  be  advisable  to  introduce  some  of  the  tenants  into  tbe 
management  of  the  roads — particularly  as  regards  the  statute  labour  roa^ 
in  which  they  are  more  particularly  interested,  and  in  themaaageineDt^ 
which  they  would  be  found  very  ^fuL 
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No.  IX.  Mr  WUliam  Ooodlet,  Beauchamp,  Examined : — 

I  am  a  farmer  within  six  or  seven  miles  of  Arbroath,  which  is  my 
market  town.  There  is  no  toll  betwixt  me  and  Arbroath,  the  communi- 
cation being  by  a  statute  labour  road,  which  is  very  much  improved  since 
it  was  put  under  a  surveyor.  My  farm  is  in  the  parish  of  Kinnell.  I  pay 
about  Sd.  per  £  on  the  rental  as  statute  labour  money,  or  L.13, 10s.  in 
all ;  besides  occasionally  giving  a  little  assistance  in  the  way  of  carriages 
of  materials. 

I  was  one  of  a  committee  of  farmers  of  the  eastern  division  of  FovfiEir- 
shire,  and  concurred  in  certain  resolutions  passed  by  them  on  the  subject 
of  the  abolition  of  tolls.  The  feeling  of  the  farmers  generally  was  in 
favour  of  the  abolition  of  tolls,  provided  it  can  be  done  without  placing 
any  extra  burden  upon  our  shoulders. 

We  object  to  any  different  or  alternative  modes  of  assessment,  which 
we  think  should  be  defined  by  the  L^islature,  and  not  left  to  the  option 
of  individual  counties. 

I  keep  from  14  to  16  agricultural  horses  ;  and  an  assessment  on  horses 
would  just  about  double  what  I  now  pay  in  statute  labour. 

In  the  case  of  farmers  who  have  to  pay  toll  in  getting  to  a  market 
town,  I  should  consider  it  would  be  different  with  them. 

I  do  not  look  upon  my  own  position  as  extraordinary  or  peculiar,  be- 
cause the  whole  district  of  county  betwixt  us  and  Arbroath  is  supplied  by 
statute  laboiu:  roads ;  and  there  are  other  districts  of  the  county  similarly 
situated.  The  present  burden  of  tolls  must  ultimately  fall  upon  the  land- 
lord ;  but  in  the  first  instance  it  is  paid  by  the  tenant. 

My  own  view  is,  that  the  statute  labour  roads  should  be  put  in  as  good 
condition  as  the  present  turnpike  roads,  and  that  the  money  necessary  for 
this  purpose  might  be  combined  with  the  present  debt  on  turnpike  roads ; 
and  that  the  interest  of  the  whole  should  be  borne,  half  by  the  proprietors^ 
and  half  by  the  tenants.  But  I  would  not  object  to  the  ordinary  expense 
of  maintaining  the  roads  being  thrown  upon  the  occupants. 

In  any  arrangement,  I  would  have  provision  made  for  the  debt  being 
wholly  paid  off  in  a  term  of  years,  and  that  the  contribution  necessary  for 
this  purpose  should  be  paid  bv  the  proprietors. 

I  think  it  would  be  desirable  that  the  tenants  should  be  represented  in 
the  management  of  the  roads. 

I  think  a  great  portion  of  the  tenants  would  not  object  to  nay  some- 
thm^  more  than  they  do  at  present  in  order  to  get  nd  of  tolls  ;  and  it 
would  be  a  very  great  advantage  if  improvements  were  made  on  the  sta- 
tute labour  roads. 

I  have  formed  an  estimate  of  the  sum  requisite  to  put  the  statute  labour 
roads  in  this  county  in  proper  condition,  and  I  calculate  that,  it  would  re- 
quire about  L.dO,000 ;  but  this  is  a  rough  estimate. 

The  scheme  suggested  in  the  report  of  the  committee,  of  which  Mr 
Baimsfather  was  convener,  Tcould,  if  adopted,  have  nearly  doubled  what 
I  now  pay  in  statute  labour  money.  I  may  mention  that,  in  my  parish, 
we  are  at  present  at  the  maximuni  rate  of  assessment,  and  that  I  now  pay 
nearly  double  what  I  did  when  I  entered  to  my  farm ;  but  considering 
how  much  the  road  has  been  improved,  I  do  not  grudge  the  assess- 
ment. 

In  addition  to  an  assessment  on  lands  and  heritages,  I  think  that  a  pori^ 
tion  of  the  money  required  should  be  raised  at  a  classified  rate  upon 
horses  and  mules,  possessed  by  parties  not  rated  on  lands  and  heritages,— 
or  if  so  rated,  when  tjie  rate  is  less ;  but  no  party  to  pay  on  both  lands 
and  horses. 


Connty 

of 
Forfar. 

Mr  l¥ilIUm 
Goodlet. 
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County  I  think  the  burghs  should  he  left  to  manage  their  own  roads,  and  that 

^  we  should  have  free  access  to  their  roads  and  streets,  without  pavment  of 

**•  petty  customs  of  any  kind, — in  the  same  way  that  they  would  have  the 

Mr  William  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  roads  in  the  county. 
GoodleU 


No.  X.  John  McDonald,  Esq.,  Arbroath,  Examined  : — 

M'DonaldfEsq.     ^  ^^  town-clerk  of  Arbroath,  and  clerk  and  treasurer  to  the  Arbroathv 
*  Brechin,  and  Forfar  Turnpike,  the  Caimconan  Turnpike,  and  to  the  Ar- 
broath District  of  Statute  Labour  Boads. 

I  concur  in  that  part  of  Provost  Dickson's  evidence  which  states,  thai 
the  inhabitants  of  Arbroath  would  prefer  having  the  management  of  the 
roads  within  the  burgh  in  their  own  hands.  I  think  the  sum  at  present 
levied  under  the  Police  Act  for  maintaining  the  streets  is  between  L.500 
and  L.600.  The  maintenance  of  the  foot  pavement  is  a  burden  on  the 
proprietors  of  houses,  in  addition  to  the  assessment  of  4d.  per  £  on 
occupants. 

The  Arbroath^  Breehinf  and  Forfoit  Turnpike  extends  to  21  miles  6  fur- 
longs 131  yards,  on  which  there  are  four  tolls,  one  of  which  is  a  clwck 
upon  another.     They  are  all  let. 

The  revenue  for  1856-57  was  .        L.562    0    O 

„  1857-58,  ...  590    0     O 

The  expenses  of  maintenance,  including  surveyor's  salary,  in 

1856-57, L.281     6     3 

1857-58 297    5     7 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.50,  and  the  clerk  and  treasurer's  L.20. 

The  debt  on  the  road  amounts  to  L.4,950,  of  which  L.  1,500  is  seeored 
by  personal  security  of  parties  interested.  The  remainder  is  secured  on 
assignation  to  the  tolls. 

Interest  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent,  is  pMd  on  the  L.1,600,  and  4  on  the 
rest  of  the  debt. 

A  considerable  portion  of  the  debt  has  been  paid  off  since  I  was  clerk, 
but  not  for  some  years  back.  We  have  now  in  Bank  L.7379  which  is 
applicable  to  paying  off  debt. 

This  road  has  not  suffered  materially  firom  railways,  and  our  revenue 
is  not  likely  to  undergo  any  farther  reduction. 

The  Caimconan  7\tmpiie  extends  to  three  miles,  with  one  toll,  at  half 
rates. 

The  revenue  in  1856-57  was    ,        .        .        .        L.67    0    0 
„  1857-58,  ....  89     0     0 

M  1858-59,  ....  67     0     0 

The  expense  of  maintenance,  including  surveyor's  salary,  in 

1856-57,  was L.67  16     6 

1857-58, 89  11     0 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.5,  and  the  clerk's  L.5,  58. 

This  road  is  in  fact  a  branch  of  the  first  road  to  which  I  have  spoken, 
although  the  accounts  are  kept  quite  distinct  with  separate  Tlnstees. 

The  debt  amounU  to  L.9d6,  17s.  Id.,  which  to  the  extent  of  L.863, 
198. 7d.,  consists  of  money  raised  by  subscription  l^non^  parties  interested 
in  making  the  road.    The  rest  consists  of  interest  unpaid. 

No  interest  has  been  paid  for  several  years  past^  and  the  rate  paid  was 
2^  per  cent,  in  1855. 


Notes  of  Evidence.  525 

The  whole  sum  levied  for  StcOute  Labour  in  the  Arbroath  Diitrictf  last       Coanty 
year,  was  L.I, 059)  7s.  2d.     The  whole  district  is  under  one  surveyor,  who  ^ 

receives  a  salarv  of  L.70.  The  money  collected  in  each  parish  is  expended         _^* 
exclusively  in  that  parish.    There  are  different  rates  in  all  the  parishes.  joim 

HDoDaId,E«q, 


No.  XL  David  Hunter^  Esq.  of  Blackness,  Examined : — 

I  am  a  proprietor  in  the  county  of  Forfar,  and  have  taken  a  consider-       David 
able  interest  m  matters  connected  with  roads,  principally  in  the  Dundee  Hanter,  Esq. 
District.    I  am  a  Trustee  in  four  Trusts,  viz.,  tne  Invergowrie,  the  Dun- 
dee and  For&r,  the  Dundee  and  Pitkerro,  and  the  Dundee  and  Montrose. 

On  the  Invergowrie  Road  we  are  paying  6  per  cent,  interest,  and  the 
road  is  not  of  the  statutory  width,  and  we  have  no  means  of  making  it  so. 
It  costs  about  L.75  per  mile  to  keep,  from  the  large  local  traffic,  much  of 
which  does  not  go  through  the  toll. 

One  of  the  evils  we  complain  of  is  the  number  of  small  Trusts  in  the 
county.  I  brought  the  matter  before  the  county  meeting  in  April  last, 
when  a  committee  was  appointed  to  consider  the  whole  subject  of  Turn- 
pike Trusts,  with  the  view  of  obtaining  a  new  general  bill  for  the  county. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  great  benefit  would  result  from  a  consolidation  of 
the  different  Trusts  in  the  county.  I  would  also  have  the  county  divided 
into  districts,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  county  of  Edinburgh. 

We  have  191  miles  of  turnpike  roads  in  this  county,  with  41  tolls. 
The  whole  revenue  is  about  L.8,000,  and  the  expense  of  management 
L.  1,100  or  L.  1,200,  exdosive  of  the  expense  of  collection. 

I  think  traffic  would  be  encouraged,  and  the  revenue  increased,  by  a 
new  arrangement,  and  by  a  regulation  such  as  in  Edinburgh,  that  two 
tolls  shall  not  be  paid  within  6  miles  of  one  another. 

A  high  rate  of  toll  does  not  necessarily  draw  a  large  revenue. 

We  have  760  miles  of  statute  labour  roads  in  the  county — ^much  more 
than  there  is  any  use  for — and  one  of  the  arrangements  we  contemplate, 
under  our  new  Act,  is  to  convert  some  of  these  into  turnpikes:  thus 
making  them  feeders  to  the  main  lines,  and  not  the  means  of  evading  the 
toUs,  as  at  present.  This  has  become  the  more  necessary  since  the  con- 
struction of  railways,  which  have  diverted  the  traffic  into  new  channels.  I 
do  not  think  that  any  great  expense  would  be  incurred  in  erecting  new 
toll-bars,  as  they  would  be  principally  check-bars,  and  kept  at  a  small 
expense. 

The  Eastern  Turnpike,  from  Dundee  to  Montrose,  before  the  railway 
was  opened,  had  a  revenue  of  about  L.  2,300  annually,  and  the  present 
revenue  is  from  L.800  to  L.900,  and  the  expense  of  management  has  not 
much  diminished. 

1  am  not  an  advocate  for  the  abolition  of  tolls,  seeing  the  resistance  it 
has  met  with  from  the  burghs.  The  question  has  been  brought  forward 
everv  year  in  this  county,  but  has  been  invariably  opposed  on  the  part  of 
the  burghs,  and  met  with  verv  lukewarm  support  from  the  county.  I  do 
not  see  that  the  burghs  could  undertake  the  maintenance  of  the  roads 
within  their  boundaries.  According  to  the  plan  suggested  for  this  county, 
it  was  proposed  to  assess  the  burghs  at  one-half  the  rate  to  be  levied  on 
the  county. 

Whatever  may  come  after,  I  consider  the  consolidation  of  Trusts  should 
be  the  first  step. 

In  regard  to  the  statute  labour  assessment^  I  think  the  present  method 
of  levying  it  is  bad,  and  that  it  should  be  laid  upon  the  real  rent,  and  I 
would  diminish  the  number  of  statute  labour  roads.    We  have  many  in- 
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County      stances  in  which  statute  labour  roads  run  parallel  to  turnpikes ;  and  the 

2I  system  of  allocating  and  voting  the  mone^f  is  regulated  by  no  principle. 

rotm,  J  woidd  have  a  Road  Board  for  each  district,  with  a  regular  cfa airman, 

David        ^  district  clerk,  and  a  general  derk  for  the  whole  county.     The  whole 

Hunter,  Esq.  roads  in  the  district  should  be  under  the  charge  of  the  District  Board, 

which  should  consist  of  at  least  10  or  12  individuals,  with  at  least  3  or  4 

as  a  quorum. 

There  is  great  difficulty  now  in  getting  a  proper  number  of  Trustees  to 
attend  a  meeting. 
I  would  have  the  accounts  all  properly  audited  and  printed. 
In  making  an  arrangement  for  consolidation,  I  do  not  contemplate  a 
consolidation  of  the  debt,  but  would  leave  the  debt  upon  each  road  as  at 
present. 

I  think  it  would  be  very  desirable  to  admit  some  of  the  tenants  into  the 
road  management. 


Dundee^  Thursday^  Qth  June  1859. 


MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  Xn.  Mr  James  CaUen,  Examined  : — 

Mr  J.  Callen.  I  am  surveyor  under  Mr  MK)onneIl,  and  have  under  mj  chai^  the 
whole  of  the  statute  labour  roads  in  the  coimty  of  For&r,  and  also  all  the 
turnpike  roads  in  the  county,  with  the  exception  of  the  Gaimconan  Tum- 
<pike,  the  Montrose  and  Brechin  Turnpike,  the  Montrose  and  Forfar 
Turnpike,  the  Northern  Turnpike,  and  the  For&r  and  Kirriemuir  Turn- 
pike. These  exceptions  comprise  about  39  miles  of  road.  The  whole 
mileage  of  the  turnpike  roads  in  the  county  is  191  miles.  The  statute 
labour  roads  in  the  county  extend  to  790  miles. 

I  haye  under  me  for  this  area  three  assistants  who  keep  horses,  and 
two  who  do  not^-one  of  whom  acts  as  derk.  The  salaries  of  those  who 
keep  horses  amount  to  L.2, 2s.  per  week ;  the  clerk  has  L.70  per  amnim ; 
and  the  other  survejor  L.l  per  week.  If  we  had  the  other  40  miles  of 
troad,  I  should  require  another  assistant,  but  without  a  horse. 

I  consider  such  a  staff  is  necessary  to  overlook  the  men  upon  the  road, 
and  see  that  they  perform  their  work  efficiently.  I  myself  receive  vaj  ap- 
pointment from  Mr  M^Connell,  and  am  paid  by  him  ;  and  the  survejois 
under  me  are  in  like  manner  appointed  by  him,  and  look  to  him  for  pay- 
ment. 

As  far  as  relates  to  our  salaries  and  appointments,  we  are  quite  inde- 
pendent of  the  Road  Trustees. 

It  may  be  right  to  observe  that,  in  addition  to  the  roads,  I  have  the 
charge  of  the  Inidges,  and  all  repairs  are  executed  liuough  me ;  and  no 
application  is  entertained  by  the  county  unless  it  comes  throogh  the 
surveyor. 

The  statute  labour  roads  are  divided  into  four  districts  :— 

Miles.  Furlongs.  Tards. 

Arbroath  District  containing,                .        134  4         176 

Brechin          „              „                 .        .        248  5              0 

Dundee         „             „                .        .        137  0             0 

Forfar           „             „                ..        271  0           88 
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The  mone^  raised  in  each  parish  is  expended  within  the  limits  of  that       County 
parish.     This  rule  is  invariably  adhered  to,  except  in  the  case  of  Dundee       p  2L. 

parish,  from  the  funds  of  which  L.40  is  annually  voted  to  the  roads  in  the         f * 

parish  of  Mains,  the  adjoining  parish.      Formerly  the  practice  used  to  be,  Mr  J.  Callen. 

that  the  Trustees  met  and  allocated  the  money  to  the  different  roads 

without  actin^r  upon  any  very  defined  principles  ;  but  the  rule  observed 

now  is,  that  the  surveyor  submits  an  annual  report  suggesting  a  scheme  of 

allocation,  which  has  never  yet  been  deviated  from.    By  pursuing  this 

plan,  we  have  been  enabled  to  get  the  roads  into  a  much  better  condition 

than  formerly ;  but,  in  some  parishes,  the  length  of  roads  is  so  great,  and 

the  sum  to  be  laid  out  so  small,  that  we  have  not  been  able  to  effect  such 

improvements  as  are  required.     In  the  parish  of  Lintrathen,  for  instance, 

the  sum  raised  is  L.39,  and  the  len^^h  of  road  is  nearly  27  miles.     This 

is  an  upland  parish,  in  a  pastoral  district,  and  the  traffic  on  the  roads  is 

light. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  decidedljr  better  if  I  had  the  power  of 
applying  the  funds  raised  in  the  whole  district  to  any  of  the  roads  within 
that  district,  without  being  limited,  as  at  present,  to  the  particular 
parishes  where  the  funds  are  raised.  But  I  do  not  carry  this  principle 
out  farther  by  extending  the  area  of  the  present  districts. 

In  the  Arhroath  Distriett  the  whole  sum  collected  last 

year,  was L.1,016    0    0 

Salaries,  collection,  etc.  (16  per  cent.),        .  .  162    0    0 


Leaving  for  maintenance  of  roads,  L.854    0    0 

This  gives  an  average  of  L.6,  6s.  per  mile. 

In  the  Brechin  District. 

Assessment, L.1,422    0    0 

Salaries,  etc.,  as  before  (16  per  cent.),  .        .  227    0    0 


Leaving  for  maintenance,        .  L. 1,1 95  0  0 
Or  an  average  of  L.4, 16s.  per  mile. 

Dundee  DistricU 

Assessment, L.2,283  o  0 

Deduct  for  15  miles  of  road  within  burgh,    .  1,100  0  0 

1,183  0  0 

Salaries,  etc.,  as  before  (16  per  cent.),         .  189  0  0 


Leaving  for  maintenance^  L.994    0    0 

Or  an  average  of  L.8,  3s.  per  mile. 
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Forfar  District. 

Assessment,        . L.1,361    0    0 

Salaries,  etc.  (16  per  cent.), 217    0    0 

Leaving  for  maintenance  of  roads,  .     L.  1,144    0    0 

Or  an  average  of  L.4,  48.  per  mile. 
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County  In  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Dundee,  the  cost  of  the  sUtote 

^  labour  roads  may  be  taken  at  about  L.70  per  mile ;  those  near  Arbioath, 

Forfar.       at  about  L.26  per  miJe. 

Mr  J.  Callen.      Within  the  parliamentary  boundaries  of  Dundee,  there  are  15  miles  of 

statute  labour  roads,  and  7  i  miles  of  turnpikes.    The  cost  of  the  former, 

averages  annually  L.  1,1 00,  and  the  latter,  L.800.     There  is  a  very  bean 

stone  traffic  into  Dundee  from  the  Lochee  Quarries,  on  the  Dundee  and 

Cupar- Angus  Koad.     I  should  say  the  quarry  traffic  is  worth  about 

L.400  to  L.600  to  the  road ;  but  this  of  course  depends  on  the  extent  of 

building  in  any  particular  year.     The  toll  through  which  this  traffic 

passes  is  within  the  parliamentary  boundary ;  and,  if  it  were  removed  to 

that  boundary,  I  estimate  the  toll  rent  would  fall  from  L.  1/200  t« 

L.300. 

Supposing  the  burgh  of  Dundee  would  undertake  to  support  the  rotds 
within  the  parliamentary  boundary,  on  the  understanding  that  there  veic 
to  be  no  toUs,  or  that  the  tolls  should  be  removed  without  the  parliameot* 
ary  boundary,  I  calculate  the  county  Trustees  would  be  relieved  to  tk 
extent  of  L.800 ;  but  that  this  would  be  more  than  counterbalanced  bj 
the  loss  on  the  removal  of  the  tolls,  which  would  not  be  less  thiB 
L.  1,300. 

I  have  calculated  that,  if  tolls  were  abolished,  and  the  whole  ooimlj 
divided  into  districts,  and  the  present  debt  apportioned  upon  eacbfia 
order  to  pay  the  interest  on  debt  and  to  uphold  the  roads,  both  ststsle 
labour  and  turnpike,  it  would  be  necessary  to  levy  an  assessment  in  tk 
Dundee  District  of  lid.  per  £,  supposing  the  burgti  of  Dundee  undertoot^ 
to  uphold  the  roads  within  the  parliamentary  boundaries.  Under  that 
calculation  1  did  not  assume  that  the  burgh  would  take  any  share  of  the 
existing  debt.  I  calculated,  however,  that  the  petty  customs  were  to  be 
abolished. 

In  our  statute  labour  roads,  the  farmers  generallr  perform  the  caniagts 
of  materials  gratuitously,  except  in  the  town  parishes.  No  doubt  these 
carriages  must  be  considerable,  and  may  be  worth  from  10  to  15  per  oeot 
on  the  other  outlay  on  the  roads. 

I  think  the  turnpike  roads  could  be  much  more  advantageously  worked 
if  they  were  divided  into  four  districts,  instead  of  16  separate  Tnntsi  u 
at  present. 

I  also  find  that  I  can  employ  both  surveyors  and  labourers  to  madi 
better  advantage,  when  both  the  turnpikes  and  statute  labour  roads  are 
under  the  management  of  one  set  of  men. 

As  far  as  our  statute  labour  roads  are  concerned,  we  have  considerable 
additional  trouble  in  keeping  the  accounts  of  each  parish  separately.' 

Within  the  parliamentary  boundaries  of  Arbroath  there  are  3  m.  4 1 
of  turnpike  roads,  which  cost  annually  L  185 ;  statute  labour  roads,  fi^ 
miles,  costing  L.120  per  annum ;  the  amount  of  statute  labour  moDe; 
levied  within  burgh  is  L.I 00. 

Within  the  burgh  of  Brechin  there  are  of  turnpike  roads  two  miles, 
costing  L.80 ;  statute  labour  roads,  4  m.  4  f.,  costing  L.80 ;  annual  amount 
of  assessment,  L.120. 

Within  the  burgh  of  Forfar  there  are  of  turnpike  roads  three  miks, 
costing  L.120;  statute  labour  roads,  four  miles,  costing  L.80;  amount  of 
annual  assessment,  L.161. 

Within  the  burgh  of  Montrose  there  are  of  turnpike,  roads,  2  m.  4  L 
costing  L.176;  no  statute  labour  roads  within  the  burgh;  amount  of 
assessment,  L.100,  for  the  support  of  about  seven  miles  of  road  in  the  land- 
ward part  of  the  parish. 

My  own  private  opinion  is  in  favour  of  a  properly  regulated  system  of 
tolls,  combined  with  an  assessment  levied  on  the  new  Valuation  fif^  ^ 
the  uphold  of  the  statute  labour  roads.     I  would  throw  the  prooetds  of 
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the  tolls  and  the  assessment  into  one  common  fund  for  each  district,  and      Coantj 
allocate  it  to  the  different  roads  according  to  the  reports  of  the  surveyor,  ^^ 

subject,  of  course,  to  the  approval  of  the  Trustees.  Forfar. 

I  am  not  in  &your  of  an  assessment  on  horses*  although  such  a  sjetem  ^r  J.  CaUen. 
might  work  well  enough  in  burghs. 


No.  XTTI.  John  Maekay^  Esq.,  Examined : — 

I  am  senior  bailie  of  Dundee,  and  as  such  I  act  as  a  Statute  Labour  John 
Road  Trustee  and  a  Commissioner  of  Police.  The  whole  of  the  streets  ACackay,  Esq. 
are  under  the  Police  Commission,  eicept  those  maintained  by  statute 
labour  and  turnpikes.  The  rule  is,  that  all  roads  which  are  not  statute 
labour  or  turnpike  are  maintained  by  the  Commissioners  of  Police.  The 
statute  labour  money  is  never  applied  to  any  new  roads.  It  was  formerly 
the  practice  of  the  Statute  Labour  Trustees  to  vote  a  sum  to  the  Com- 
missioners of  Police  for  upholding  those  streets  which  were  causewayed ; 
but  this  practice  has  not  been  followed  for  some  years,  and  there  is  at 
present  a  misunderstanding  as  to  the  party  by  whom  these  streets  should 
be  kept.  The  Commissioners  of  Police  midntain  that  the  burden  should 
fail  wholly  on  the  Statute  Labour  Road  Trustees.  In  consequence  of  this 
dispute,  these  streets  are  very  much  out  of  repair,  as  no  money  has  been 
laid  out  upon  them  for  some  years.  The  statute  labour  assessment  in 
Dandee  is  not  at  the  maximum  ;  it  is  only  4jd.  per  £,  whereas  it  might 
be  increased  to  6d.  Under  our  Police  Act,  Is.  4a.  per  £  is  levied  for  all 
police  purposes ;  and  of  this,  one-fourth,  we  consider,  goes  to  the  main- 
tenance 01  the  streets,  including  the  foot-pavement,  after  it  has  been  laid 
bj  the  proprietors.  I  consider  this  sum  may  be  taken  as  what  is  likely 
to  be  required  for  ordinary  maintenance.^ 

The  statute  labour  money  in  Dundee  is  leviable  on  householders  occu- 
pying houses  of  L.d  and  upwards,  but  not  upon  shops  or  other  premises. 
A  party  occupying  a  house  in  Dundee  is  at  present  paying  4^d.  per  £  of 
statute  labour  money,  and  4d.  of  the  police  rate,  for  maintenance  of  the 
streets.  This  is  considered  a  grievance.  It  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of 
the  Police  Commissioners,  that  the  whole  of  the  roads,  indudmg  both 
statute  labour  roads  and  turnpikes,  within  the  parliamentary  boundary, 
should  be  under  their  exclusive  control  and  management. 

We  calculate  that  if  we  were  relieved  of  the  4^d.  per  £  on  householders 
for  statute  labour  money,  we  could  raise  the  amount  necessary  for  keep- 
ing up  the  whole  statute  labour  roads  within  the  burgh,  by  an  addition  of 
Id.  to  14d.  to  our  present  police  assessment,  raised  on  the  whole  property 
within  the  burgh.  In  this  way  we  should  save  a  great  expense  for  asste- 
sors,  and  collection,  and  road  surveyor's  salary.  In  this  way  we  should 
also  avoid  all  chance  of  collision  between  the  two  bodies  of  Statute  Labour 
Trustees  and  Commissioners  of  Police. 

My  own  opinion  as  to  the  turnpike  roads  is,  that  it  would  be  very  desir- 
able to  abolish  the  tolls  within  the  burgh  boundaries.  There  are  three  at 
present  which  are  felt  to  be  a  great  grievance.  The  Logic  Toll  is  par- 
ticularly obnoxious,  as  the  omnibuses  between  Dundee  and  Lochee  have 
been  actually  prevented  from  running  by  it.  Lochee  is,  in  &ct,  a  part  of 
the  burgh,  and  pays  police  assessment. 

I  am  not  prepared  to  sav  what  plan  would  be  acceptable  to  the  town  in 
order  to  get  rid  of  these  tolls ;  but  I  believe  they  would  be  willing  to  enter 
into  any  fair  and  equitable  arrangement  on  the  subject.  I  am  aware  that 
there  is  a  heavy  debt  both  on  the  Dundee  and  Cupar-Angus  Turnpike 
and  the  Invergowrie  Road ;  but  no  arrangement  would  be  equitable  if  we 

2l 
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GouDtj.     ^efe  charged  with  more  of  the  debt,  at  its  market  value,  than  thtt  pirt 
Porf  r        effeiring  to  the  portion  of  the  road  within  the  burgh. 

1 '  I  would  obserre  that,  if  the  present  system  is  to  be  maintained,  die 

John  bnrgh  of  Dundee  is  very  inadequately  represented  at  the  Board  of  the 
liackay,  Esq,  Statute  Labour  Trustees.  The  Gommissioneis  of  Police  hold  that  thej 
are  bound  to  keep  up  the  footways  on  the  statute  labour  roads,  as  well  w 
on  those  which  they  maintain  themselves;  and  they  hare  been  ezpending, 
during  the  last  six  years,  at  the  rate  of  about  L.300  a-year  out  of  their 
funds  upon  the  statute  labour  roads. 

We  have  two  distinct  customs  coUected  ib  the  burgh: — oneisesUed 
petty  customs,  and  the  other  causeway  mail.  They  are  let  to  differait 
tacksmen.  The  produce  of  the  causeway  mail  is  about  L.25  a-yesr,  sad 
the  other  customs  between  L.600  and  L.700.  At  present,  the  whde  of 
these  are  applied  to  municipal  purpioaes. 


ExcBRlt  from  Minute  of  Statutory  Meeting  of  the  Police  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Burgh  of  Dundee,  under  the  Act  13  and  14  Vict.^  cap.  2&t 
held  at  Dundee  on  the  9th  day  of  May  1859. 

On  the  nootion  of  Bailie  Mackaj,  seconded  by  Mr  Kenneay,  it  was  R- 
solved  as  follows : — (1st),  That  this  meeting  is  of  opinion  that  it  is  ex- 
pedient that  all  the  roads  within  the  parliamentary  burgh  of  Dmidee, 
whether  statute  labour  or  turnpike,  should  be  placed  under  the  exdusTe 
control  and  management  of  the  Police  Commissioners  of  the  Imigk 
(2nd),  That  a  special  committee  be  appointed  to  watch  over  any  appliea- 
tion  to  Parliament  for  the  passing  of  a  new  Road  Act  for  the  county,  with 
power  to  meet  with  the  committee  of  the  countv  on  the  subject,  and  to 
take  steps  to  bring  the  views  of  the  meeting  before  the  Royid  Commis- 
sioners on  Road  Inform ;  and  to  report  from  time  to  time  to  the  Board— 
the  committee  to  consist  of  Bailies  Mackayand  Hean,  the  Dean  of  Guili 
and  Messrs  David  Rollo  and  James  Spankie — ^Bailie  Hean  to  be  cun- 
vener,  and  three  a  quorum. 


David  Job0on»Nos.  XIV.,  XT.,  XVI.  Dcmd  JoUon,  Esq.,  Provost  of  Dundee;  J<ma 
Esq.;  James  Spankie^  Esq.,  Commissioner  of  Police ;  John  FuUmj  Esq.,  Toks 
^^^n        ^^yor.  Examined:-  ^' 

PulfcODf  Eso. 

We  have  been  present  during  the  examination  of  the  previous  witDce, 

and  concur  in  his  views  and  statements. 

lir  Fukan, — ^I  am  town  surveyor  under  the  Commisdoners  of  Police. 
Mjr  duties  are  to  superintend  the  streets  which  are  under  their  oimtroL 
There  axe  certain  streets  which  have  never  been  paved,  and  which,  when 
put  into  proper  condition  bv  the  proprietors,  will  be  taken  under  tiie 
charge  of  the  Police  Consmission.  The  length  of  streets,  exdusive  d 
statute  labour  and  tumftike  roads,  under  the  Police  CommiB8iona%  is 
about  24  miles ;  but  this  includes  those  which  are  made,  as  well  as  those 
which  are  not  completed.  In  Lodiee,  we  expend  nothing  on  the  streets 
for  paving. 

Mj  estimate  for  keeping  in  repair  the  present  statute  labour  roads 
withm  the  burgh  is  L.904,  7s.  9d. 


No.  XVIL  Peter  Bah-nefather,  Esq.  of  Dunbanuw. 

Peter  Bairns-     I  am  a  proprietor  in  the  county  of  Forfar,  and  some  years  ago  ^  *^ 
fiither,  Esq.    as  convener  of  a  committee  on  the  subject  of  the  management  of  tunpft^ 
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and  gtatuie  labour  roads.    The  whole  subject  had  been  under  the  oonsi-       Comity 
deration  of  the  county  for  many  years.    Mr  Chalmers  of  Auldbar  had       .  ^l 
previously  drawn  up  a  report  on  the  subject.     His  report  tended  rather        fLff' 
to  the  division  of  the  county  into  districts  for  statute  labour  purposes,  but  Peter  Bairns^ 
he  incidentally  took  up  the  question  of  the  abolition  of  toll^  and  ex-   father,  Eiq. 

Pressed  his  views  in  favour  of  it.  The  report  of  the  committee,  of  which 
was  convener,  was  made  in  1856.  My  view  was  in  fitvour  of  the  aboli- 
tion of  tolls ;  but  the  county  went  no  farther  than  to  sanction  the  principle 
of  Lord  Eldio's  bill,  without  deciding  as  to  the  details.  I  still  continue 
of  the  same  opinion,  that  it  would  be  desirable  for  the  county  of  Forfiir 
to  abolish  tolls,  and  substitute  an  assessment  in  their  j^e* 

My  own  opinion  always  has  been,  that  the  most  equitable  system  of. 
assessment  would  be  an  assessment  on  lands  and  heritages ;  but  it  might 
be  quite  an  advisable  thing  to  supplement  this  assessment,  by  a  rate  on 
horses  not  used  for  agricultural  purposes. 

I  would  still  maintain  the  division  of  the  county  into  the  four  existing 
districts. 

In  regard  to  the  rate  upon  horses,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  neoessitv 
for  it  would  be  materially  obviated  if  the  burghs  were  disconnected  with 
the  county. 

I  have  never  made  any  calculations  as  to  the  working  of  a  system 
whereby  the  burghs  should  be  disconnected  from  the  rest  of  the  county, 
not  having  had  materials  for  such  a  oaJculation.  But,  as  far  as  I  could 
learn,  my  views  were,  that  it  would  not  make  any  material  difference  if 
the  burghs  were  disconnected,  and  took  a  fair  share  of  the  debt,  and 
maintained  the  whole  streets  and  roads  within  their  parliamentary  boun- 
daries. 

In  apportioning  the  debt  on  the  roads,  between  the  county  and  the 
burghs,  I  thiuk  it  should  be  done,  not  according  to  the  proportion  which 
the  mileage  within  burgh  bears  to  the  total  debt,  but  that  there  should 
be  taken  into  consideration  the  contribution  at  present  made  by  the 
burgh  to  the  revenues  of  the  road  by  means  of  the  tolls. 

The  calculations  I  have  made  would  give  about  7^.  per  £  in  the  Dun- 
dee District  for  the  maintenance  of  the  roads,  and  paying  interest  on  the 
debt  and  a  portion  of  the  principal. 

The  rate  would  vary  in  the  other  districts.    In  Arbroath  District  it 
would  be  6d.    In  the  Forfar  and  Brechin  Districts  it  was  propose  to  dis>  - 
tinguish  the  Upland  from  the  Lowland  Districts^ — making  the  rate  on 
the  former  S^d.,  and  the  latter  6d. 

In  making  my  calculations  as  to  the  debt,  we  took  it  not  at  its  nominal, 
but  at  what  we  considered  its  market  value.  This  we  calculated  from 
the  rate  of  interest  which  had  been  paid.  The  value  of  the  whole  debt 
of  the  county  we  took  at  L. 42,000. 

I  think  the  assessment  for  providing  for  interest  of  debt  and  repayment 
of  capital  is  a  burden  which  should  properly  fall  on  proprietors ;  whilst 
the  assessment  for  maintenance  should  fiul  upon  the  occupants. 

I  have  been  at  pains  to  collect  some  statistics  as  to  what  tenants  at 
present  pay.  In  answer  to  a  circular  sent  by  the  surveyor  to  the  tenants 
and  others,  the  following  returns  were  obtained : — 

In  the  Dundee  District,  the  return  firom  83  parties  replying  to  the 
circular,  gave  the  averaee  of  their  statute  labour  money  and  tolls  at 
5 id.  per  £  on  their  rental. 

In  Brechin  District,  the  returns  frt>m  18  farmers  gave  4td. 

In  the  Arbroath  District,  the  returns  from  18  farmers,  5  id. 

In  the  Forfar  Dutrict,  the  returns  frx)m  13  farmers  gave  5d.  per  £. 

In  looking  at  the  details  of  these  returns,  I  observe  that  in  the  Dundee 
Dutrict  there  are  two  parties  who  pay  ls«  in  the  £,  while  others  are  as 
low  as  2id.  and  3d.,  and  the  great  mequality  thus  shown  may  partly  be 
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CouDty       accounted  for  by  having  more  traffic  upon  the  roads ;  but  what  I  wish  to 

fl         point  out  is,  that  these  parties  are  paying  the  same  rates  for  statute 

_1^'       Iftbour,  while  one  class  is  compelled,  at  the  same  time,  to  support  tbe 

Peter  Bairns-  turnpikes ;  and  many  of  our  statute  labour  roads,  especially  near  tons, 

fktber»  Esq.    lire  kept  in  as  good  order  as  turnpike  roads. 

I  think  a  good  many  proprietors  in  the  county  are  dissatisfied  with  the 
present  system,  but  I  am  not  sure  that  they  would  be  prepared  to  approTe 
of  a  system  of  total  abolition  of  tolls.  A  committee  has  been  appointed  to 
effect  consolidation  of  Trusts,  which,  I  think,  would  be  a  desirable  thing, 
but  not  attended  with  all  the  advantages  which  some  parties  expect ;  and 
I  see  great  difficulties  in  effecting  an  arrangement  with  the  creditors. 

I  tUnk  it  would  be  desirable  to  levy  the  statute  labour  money  accord- 
ing to  the  real  rent. 

Even  though  tolls  were  not  to  be  abolished,  I  think  it  would  be  an 
improyement  if  the  statute  labour  money  leyjed  in  a  district  were  made 
applicable  throughout  the  whole  district  instead  of  parochially,  as  at  present 

Very  great  improvements  have  been  effected  on  our  roads  since  they 
have  be^  managed  in  districts  and  put  under  one  county  surveyor;  hot 
more  money  has  been  expended  on  the  statute  labour  roads  tlian  used  to 
be  formerly. 

K  an  assessment  were  to  be  substituted  in  place  of  tolls,  I  do  not  knov 
that  the  expenditure  on  the  maintenance  of  the  roads  would  be  mnch 
lander  than  at  present. 

I  do  not  think  it  would  be  necessary  or  desirable  to  reduce  the  extent 
of  statute  labour  roads  in  the  county,  so  long  as  these  are  under  the 
control  of  the  surveyor. 

The  committee,  of  which  I  was  convener,  took  into  consideration  the 
question  of  making  new  roads  ;  and,  although  nothing  was  stated  in  the 
report,  we  were  of  opinion  that  it  might  be  desirable  to  enable  the  Dit- 
tnct  Trustees  to  borrow  money  to  meet  any  such  extraordinary  expen- 
diture, to  be  paid  off  within  a  certain  period. 

In  such  a  case,  I  should  consider  it  very  equitable  that  parties,  who  are 
to  be  more  immediately  benefited  by  such  an  improvement,  should  be  re- 
quired to  contribute  a  portion  of  the  expense. 

We  have  41  tolls  in  the  county ;  and  I  consider  the  expense  of  collec- 
tion at  these  is  very  heavy  in  proportion  to  the  revenue.  I  see  that  ao 
the  Montrose  and  Forfar  Road,  the  revenue  from  three  tolls  was  last 
year  L.117. 

There  is  great  difficult  in  arriving  at  any  estimate  of  the  profits  of 
toll-keepers.  Mr  Callan  informs  me,  that  upon  the  tolls  whicn  he  col- 
lects, by  paid  collectors,  the  cost  of  collection  is  about  7  per  cent,  bot 
this  does  not  indude  any  repairs  on  toU-houses. 


No.  Xvlll.  John  AiuHn  &loagy  Esq.,  Examined : — 

My  partner,  Mr  Walker,  is  derk  and  treasurer  to  the  Dundee  and 
Forfar  Turnpike,  the  Dundee  to  Pitkerro  Turnpike,  and  the  Broufbtf 
John  A.      yg^  ^^  Baldovie  Turnpike. 
Gioag,  i!.»q.       2%tf  Dundee  and  For/or  Rood  extends  to  14  miles,  with  three  tolk, 
two  of  them  are  let;  the  one  nearest  Dundee  we  coUect  ouraelves. 

The  revenue  for  1866-57  was     .        .        •        .    L.7e6    5    9 
„  1867-68  .         .         .         .        756    8  II 

The  expenses  of  maintenance,  including  sur- 
veyors salary,  1866-67,  ....    L.636  15    7 
„               1867-68,  .         .         .        656    5    d 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.96,  and  the  clerk  and  treasurer's  L.90. 
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In  the  former  of  these  years  a  sum  of  L.215,  Ids.  6d.,  and  in  the  ktter  Coraty 
L.108,  4s,  4d.  were  expended  on  improvements,  in  addition  to  the  outlay  poriLr. 
on  maintenance.  ...^  * 

There  is  no  debt  on  the  road,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  balance      John  A. 
of  L.47, 19s.  5d.  due  to  the  bank  at  Whitsunday  1858.    The  tolls  have    Gloag»  Esq. 
been  lowered  lately. 

The  Dundee  and  Pitkerro  Road  extends  to  4  miles,  with  one  toll, 
which  is  collected  for  the  Trustees. 

The  revenue  for  1856-57  was    .  .    L.d86  17    7 

„  1857-58,  .  391  13    2 

The  expense  of  maintenance,  including  surveyor's 
salary  for  1856-57,  was          ....    L.248  14    7 
n        1857-58, 241  14    7 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.15,  and  the  derk  and  treasurer's  L.IO. 

There  is  now  no  debt  on  the  road,  the  whole  having  been  paid  off. 
I  Several  extensive  improvements  are  at  present  in  progress,  which  will 

absorb  the  surplus  revenue. 

The  Brcugkty  Ferry  and  Baldovie  Turnpike  extends  to  7  miles,  with 
one  toll  and  three  checks,  which  are  let. 

The  revenue  for  1856-57  was     ,        .        .        .    L.291  15    0 
1  „  1857-58,  .  .         .        299  19     4 

^  The  expense  of  maintenance,  including  surveyor's 

salary  for  1856-57,  was          ....    L.246    7  10 
'  „        1857-58, 231  17    0 

\  The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.15,  and  the  derk  and  trefuurer's  Ii.10. 

The  debt  at  WhiUunday  1858  amounted  to  .    L.4,603  10    2| 

This  consists  of  a  sum  of  L.400,  for  which  the  firm  of 
^  Walker  and  Qloag  is  personally  bound  to  the  Dun- 

^  dee  Bank,  and  on  which  interest  is  paid  at  6  per 

cent.,      .  L.400    0    0 

t  There  is  also  a  sum  of  L.1,286,  Os.  2id. 

)  due  to  parties  interested  in  the  road, 

I  who  subscribed  for  its  formation,  but 

have  received  no  interest  since  1813,       1,286    0    2| 
i  The  remamder  of  the  debt  consists  of  aiv 

\  cumulated    interest,    at   5   per   cent., 

I  amounting  to  ...        .        2,893  10    Q 

Interest  due  at  1858,  now  paid,  24    0    0 

-L.4,603  10    2j 

At  that  date  there  was  a  balance  in  the  treasurer's  hands  of  L.157,  lOs. 

There  is  a  saving  of  about  L.50  a-year  on  the  road,  so  that  in  a  few 
'  years  the  debt  to  the  bank  will  be  extinguished.    The  road  is  in  good 

'  order,  and  no  prospect  of  mudi  outlay  being  required  for  improvements. 


i 


No.  XIX.  John  SmUh^  Esq.,  Examined  ;— 

I  act  as  factor  on  the  Douglas  Estates,  in  the  county  of  Forfar,  and  in  J«  Bmitb»  Esq. 
that  capacity  I  attend  the  district  road  meetings  in  the  Dundee  and  the 
Forfar  Districts.    I  am  also  a  Trustee  on  the  Lumleyden  and  Petterden 
Turnpike,  and  the  Pitkerro  Turnpike. 
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County  I  consider  the  only  unobjectionable  way  is  to  leyy  the  statute  labour 

^^  money  upon  the  real  rent,  according  to  the  new  Valuation  Roll. 

Forfor.  rp]^^  statute  labour  roads  have  certainly  been  improyed  for  some  yein 

J.  Smith,  Esq.  back.    We  used  to  take  them  in  hands  oursdves,  each  proprietor  getting 

'  a  share  of  the  money^  and  laying  it  out  as  he  best  could.    The  money  if 

now  laid  out  at  the  sight  of  a  surveyor.    I  think  in  keeping  roads  in 

order  the  thing  should  be  weU  done,  otherwise  there  is  great  caiuete 

gmmblmg. 

There  has  been  much  talk  of  improyements,  and  even  of  the  abolitkm 
of  tolls  altogether,  but  I  think  the  existence  of  debt  would  be  a  grett 
obstacle  to  this. 

On  the  Lumleyden  and  Petterden  Road  the  representatiyes  of  the  late 
Lord  Douglas  are  creditors^  but  haye  got  no  interest  for  the  last  two 
years.    It  takes  the  whole  proceeds  to  keep  up  the  road. 

A  debt  on  this  road  was  sold  by  Mr  Mason  of  Lindertis  for  a  yerj 
small  sum. 

There  has  been  a  talk  here  of  an  assessment  on  horses  as  a  set  off  to 
the  doing  away  with  the  tolls,  but  this  is  not  a  plan  I  would  appioye  of. 

I  thinK,  under  the  present  system  of  management,  some  of  the  roads 
on  which  thore  is  little  traffic  are  not  properly  looked  after.  I  tUnk 
there  should  be  more  money  expended  on  these.  The  tenants  gmdge 
yer^  much  paying  their  money  when  they  haye  not  a  good  road. 

I  would  haye  each  parish  kept  Bei>arate.  as  at  present.  I  think  it  ii 
an  advantage  to  the  tenant,  and  ultimately  to  the  proprietor,  to  ban 
good  roads. 


tmmmm 


Dundee,  Friday,  10^  June  1859. 


KEMB£US  PRESENT. 

William  Bmythe,  Es<|.      |      Bight  Hon.  8ir  J.  McNeill. 
MR  SMYTHB  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  XX.  Pairiek  Hunter  T^tmSf  Esq.  of  Aberlemno,  Examined :— 

Patrick  H.  I  Am  ft  proprietor  in  the  county  of  Forfar,  and  have  taken  some  ia* 
Thomt,  Esq.  Merest  in  the  question  of  roads,  both  as  a  county  proprietor,  and  as  havios 
been  chief  magistrate  of  Dundee  for  dx  years.  My  propertj  is  in  the 
Brechin  District,  and  as  proyost  of  Dundee,  my  attention  has  been  di- 
rected to  the  roads  in  this  District.  The  general  Police  Act  was  adopted 
whilst  I  was  chief  magistrate  of  Dundee.  A  considerable  sum  is  expended 
annually  on  streets  firom  the  Police  Fund.  There  has  always  been  a  £ffi- 
culty  in  the  burgh,  arising  from  the  separate  jurisdiction  of  the  Statpta 
Labour  Trustees  and  the  Police  Commissioners,  and  these  difficulties 
whilst  I  was  chief  magistrate,  were  usually  got  oyer  by  a  campromis^ 
whereby  a  portion  of  the  statute  labour  money  was  applied  to  the  streets 
and  roads  within  the  limits  of  the  police.  My  own  opinion  decidedly  is. 
that  all  the  roads  within  the  parliamentary  boundary  should  be  pbccd 
under  one  management,  and  maintained  by  the  Police  Commissionen;  * 
small  addition  to  the  police  assessment  being  substituted  for  the  staiste 
labour  assessment. 
I  would  include,  in  any  new  arrangement,  the  portions  of  tunipike  rosds 
'  within  the  parliamentary  burgh,  so  that  the  loll  bars  shoidd  be  remoTed 
beyond  the  boundary,  and  the  burgh  haye  the  complete  control  of  tbeir 
portion  «f  the  roa^ :  but,  at  the  same  time,  it  would  be  neoessaxy  to 
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make  some  equitable  arrangement  in  r^^ard  to  the  debt  affecting  the  Coonty 

turnpike  roads.  j' 

w  ith  regard  to  the  roads  in  the  county  generalljr»  I  beg  to  hand  in  the  ' 

following  suggestions :—  Patrick  H. 

SucKa^BSTioNB  for  the  Amendment  of  the  Btstbm  of  Boad  MANA0BaiSNT      ^^^      * 

in  the  Countt  of  Forfab. 

1.  The  Turnpike  and  Statute  Labour  Eoad  Trusts  should  be  consoli- 
dated hito  one  Trust.  In  this  way  economy  would  be  promoted*  and 
uniformity  in  the  management  of  the  roads  would  be  secured. 

^  2.  The  county  might  be  divided  into  di8tricts,-*-the  funds  raised  in  each 
district  being  applicable  to  the  roads  within  such  district.  The  arrange- 
ment of  districts  which  now  prevails  for  the  statute  labour  roads,  m^ht  be 
convenient, — ^namely,  Dundee,  For&r,  Brechin,  and  Arbroath  Distncts. 

3.  The  management  of  the  roads  within  the  royal  burghs  should  be 
Tested  exclusive^  in  the  Commissioners  of  Police,  by  whom  the  roads 
should  be  maintained  in  repair,  and  the  necessary  funds  raised  for  that 
purpose.  It  is  very  desirable  that  the  toll-bars  should  be  removed  beyond 
the  limits  of  police  in  burghs,  and  this  might  be  accomplished,  were  an 
arrangement  made  as  to  the  debts  incurred  in  making  the  roads  within 
burghs,  for  which  the  revenue  of  such  toll-bars  forms  a  securit  j. 

4.  Much  practical  difficulty  arises  in  dealing  with  the  road  debts ;  but 
in  the  event  of  a  consolidation  of  the  Boad  Trusts,  such  debts  might  also 
be  consolidated  into  stock,  with  proper  fiicilities  for  the  stock  being  trans- 
ferred. Suppose  the  average  rate  of  interest  paid  on  each  class  of  debt 
for  the  last  seven  years  were  assumed  as  the  fair  produce  of  such  debt. 
This  rate  multiplied  twenty-five  times  would  represent  the  value  of  the 
debt  in  the  proposed  consolidated  stock.  The  conversion  of  the  debt  into 
stock  would  in  itself  be  a  boon  to  the  cteditors ;  and  a  small  assessment 
might  be  leviable  (if  necessary)  within  the  district,  for  the  security  of  the 
creditors.  The  powar  of  paying  off  the  debt  should  belong  to  the 
Trustees. 

6.  The  rates  of  toUage  should  be  kept  low,  and  passes  should  be  issued, 
embracing  a  circle  of  a  given  radius,  suppose  six  miles.  This  would  en- 
courage travelling,  especially  on  the  roads  in  the  vicinity  of  towns. 

The  foregoing  suggestions  might  be  adopted  without  abolishing  toll- 
bars.  The  circumstances  of  this  county  present  serious  obstacles  in  the 
way  of  such  abolition,  because  it  implies  a  heavy  taxation  either  over  the 
county  at  large,  or  over  the  respective  districts ;  and  at  present  there  are 
no  toU-bars  in  the  northern  or  upland  districts  of  the  county. 

The  introduction  of  the  railway  system  has  altered  the  nature  and 
amount  of  the  traffic  on  the  county  roads.  Under  a  system  of  consolida- 
tion, it  might  be  necessary  that  the  Boad  Trustees  should  have  the  power 
of  shifting  the  position  of  toll-bars  and  modifying  the  tolls  chargeable  at 
them. 

So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  lei^ii  from  intercourse  with  the  agricul- 
tural tenantry  of  this  county,  they  are  opposed  to  a  commutation  of  tolls 
into  a  compulsory  tax,  either  on  rental  or  on  horses  employed  for  agricul- 
tural purposes. 

Another  subject  deserving  of  conrideration,  is  the  constitution  of  the 
Boards  or  bodies  of  Trustees  for  managing  the  roads.  Jf  the  turnpike  and 
statute  labour  roads  be  consolidated,  it  is  reasonable  that  the  agricultural 
tenants,  who  contribute  a  large  proportion  of  the  revenue  for  maintaining 
the  latter,  should  be  represented  in  the  Boad  Boards.  Small  district  com- 
mittees of  management,  composed  of  a  certain  number  of  Commissioners 
of  Supply,  or  Justices,  and  a  proportion  of  the  agricultural  tenants  or  rate- 
payers, would  probably  best  answer  the  purpose  in  view, — ^tbe  efficient 
management  and  due  superintendence  of  the  roads. 
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Conntj  I  am  of  opinion  that  a  consolidation  of  Trusts  might  take  place  with* 

-  ^  out  injustice  to  any  of  the  creditors,  and  with  great  benefit  to  the  public 

Fornr.       j  ^^  ^^^  consider  that  the  creditors  of  a  solvent  and  prosperous  Trust 

Patrick  H.     would  be  injured  by  the  revenue  being  conjoined  with  that  of  less  pros- 

Thoms,  Esq.  perous  roads,  if  the  amalgamation  takes  place  on  fair  term8,---giviDg  e£Eect 

to  the  value  of  the  respective  debts ;  and,  more  especially,  if,  as  I  haTe 

su^ested,  a  power  of  assessment  be  added  by  way  of  a  guarantee. 

I  conceive  that  much  of  the  expense  which  is  now  incident  to  the 
management  and  transfer  of  the  debt  on  roads  would  be  saved  if  the  debt 
were  formed  into  a  consolidated  stock. 

I  consider  a  rate  amounting  to  6d.  per  £  in  lieu  of  tolls  would  be  felt  to 
be  objectionable,  espedaUy  as  regards  the  northern  or  upland  districts  of 
the  county. 

As  far  as  ray  experience  ffoes,  I  conmder  that  much  benefit  has  resulted 
firom  the  statute  labour  roads  being  formed  into  districts.  And  I  think  it 
would  be  a  still  farther  improvement  if  the  money  were  thrown  into  a 
common  fund,  appUcable  to  the  whole  roads  of  a  district,  and  the  assess- 
ment levied  on  the  real  rent  under  the  Valuation  Boll. 

The  opinions  I  have  expressed  in  regard  to  Dundee,  I  would  apply  to 
the  other  burghs  of  the  countv. 

In  apportioning  the  debt  of  a  turnpike  between  the  county  and  bni^hs, 
I  do  not  think  it  would  be  fiur  simply  to  take  into  account  the  mileage 
of  a  road  without  and  within  the  burgh  boundaries. 

In  introducing  agricultural  tenants  into  the  management  of  the  roads, 
I  would  have  such  parties  elected  by  the  parochial  boards,  and  would  re- 
quire them  to  be  possessed  of  a  certain  amount  of  qualification  in  the 
amount  of  rent  paid  by  them. 


No.  XXI.  Patrici  WebiUr,  Esq.  of  Westfield,  Examined  :— 

Patrick  I  am  a  proprietor  in  the  Forfar  District,  and  act  as  factor  for  Gaptam 

Webster,  Esq.  Oamegie  of  Lour,  who  is  the  largest  heritor  in  the  parish  of  Forfar.  I 
acted  as  convener  of  a  committee  of  the  district  appointed  at  the  county 
meeting  on  the  subject  of  statute  labour  assessment.  I  hand  in  the  re- 
port of  the  committee.  Jt  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  committee 
that  the  assessment  should  be  imposed  on  the  new  valuation,  includiiig  ^ 
property  comprised  in  the  Valuation  Boll.  I  think  all  property  shouU 
contribute  in  a  fair  proportion  to  the  maintenance  of  the  roads,  whether 
it  be  railways  or  other  prQperty. 

There  is  considerable  diversity  of  opinion  as  to  the  desirableness  of 
assessing  horses  for  the  maintenance  of  the  roads.  My  own  idea  is^  that 
the  fairest  way  might  be  to  lay  half  the  assessment  on  lands  and  heritages, 
and  the  remamder  on  horses.  I  see  a  difficulty,  however,  in  assessing  all 
horses  alike,  and  think  there  would  require  to  be  classification  of  some 
kind. 

My  own  opinion  and  what  I  believe  the  general  opinion  in  the  district  is 
in  favour  of  the  abolition  of  tolls,  and  the  consolidation  of  all  the  roads 
under  one  management.  We  think  that  at  present  we  have  no  security 
that  the  money  collected  in  a  parish  is  expended  on  the  roads  within  that 
parish  ;  but,  if  there  was  a  uniform  rate  over  the  whole  district,  I  should 
then  see  no  objection  to  the  fund;3  being  applied  by  the  surveyor  upon  the 
roads  generally,  without  being  confined  to  any  parochial  limits. 

If  tolls  were  abolished,  and  a  rate  of  6d.  per  £  levied  in  lien  of  them 
for  the  support  of  all  the  roads,  both  turnpike  and  statute  labour,  I  think 
the  farmers  would  consider  it  rather  high  }  but  they  do  npt  at  present  cal- 
culate on  more  than  4id.  or  5d.  being  required. 
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I  do  not  think  the  present  extent  of  statute  labour  roads  in  the  county       Gomi^ 
could  well  be  diminished.  ^ 

I  think  it  would  be  better  that  the  burgh  of  Forfar  and  other  similar         ^^Tzf' 
burghs  should  be  thrown  in  with  the  rest  of  the  count/.   It  might  do  very      Patrick 
well  if  these  burghs  were  to  undertake  the  maintenance  of  the  roads  with-  Webster,  Esq. 
in  their  parliamentary  boundaries ;  but,  my  objection  to  that  would  be, 
that  they  might  not  be  kept  in  proper  repair. 

There  was  a  road  within  the  burgh  of  Forfar  leading  to  the  railway 
station,  which,  for  many  years,  was  in  a  wretched  state  of  repair.  It  was 
not  recognized  as  a  statute  labour  road,  and  the  magistrates  of  the  burgh 
refused  to  have  any  thing  to  do  with  it.  I  believe  that  now,  some  arrange- 
ment has  taken  place  between  the  Railway  Company  and  the  town,  and 
it  is  being  put  in  proper  repair. 

There  are  many  roads  in  my  district  of  the  country  which  are  public 
roads,  but  not  recognized  as  statute  labour  roads.  Such  roads  can  only 
be  kept  in  repair  by  the  proprietors,  or  tenants,  or  others,  who  occupy  the 
land  in  the  neighbourhood  of  them. 

It  would  add  considerably  to  the  assessment  if  such  roads  were  to  be 

I       maintained  out  of  the  Statute  Labour  Funds.    I  do  not  recollect  any  new 

roads  having  been  added  to  the  Statute  Labour  List  in  the  District  of 

I       Forfiir.      Some  roads  were  withdrawn :  one  particular  road  led  from  a 

I        quarry,  and  would  have  required  a  large  portion  of  the  funds  to  keep  it  in 

order.    It  is  at  present  in  a  bad  state ;  and  the  only  repairs  it  gets  must 

t        be  from  the  party  who  takes  the  quarry.     I  do  not  believe  that  this  road 

f       was  ever  regularly  on  the  list,  dthough  some  of  the  statute  labour  money 

1        may  have  l^n  applied  to  it.    I  think  it  would  be  a  just  principle  that  no 

road  should  be  taken  on  the  Statute  Labour  List  until  it  had  been  first 

put  into  good  repair  by  the  proprietor  or  parties  interested  in  it. 


RspoKT  by  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  General  Meeting  of  the 
County  of  Forfar,  on  seventeenth  day  of  June  eighteen  nnndred 
and  fifty- seven,  in  reference  to  tiie  inequality  in  the  present  mode 
of  assessing  the  conversion,  in  lieu  of  Statute  Labour  in  For. 
fanfaire,  and  the  propriety  of  assesang  it  on  the  Valuation  RoUs^ 
instead  of  the  old  Valued  Rent  or  Cess. 

The  Statute  Labour  Act  for  Forfarshire  authorises  an  assessment  (1.) 
on  the  landward  part  of  the  county,  according  to  the  old  nalued  rent ; 
and  (2)  on  all  occupiers  of  burgh  roods  or  lands  lying  in  the  territory  of 
royal  burffhs,  and  all  householders  or  inhabitants  of  ro^al  burghs  and  vil- 
lages, and  occupiers  of  any  house  not  having  any  cultivated  or  profitable 
land  except  a  garden  annexed  thereto,  on  the  yearly  real  rent.  The 
occupiers  of  burgh  lands  have  also,  in  addition,  to  ^J  for  their  work 
horwef--^  charge  from  which  the  landward  part  of  the  parish  is  exempt. 
The  old  valued  rent-roll  or  cess-book  of  the  county  was  made  up  in  1683, 
and  the  amount  assessable  on  the  landward  part  of  the  parish  has  in  con- 
sequence remained  stationary,  and  cannot  be  increased ;  on  the  other 
hand,  from  the  increased  value  of  manufactures  and  agricultural  improve- 
ments, the  value  of  land  and  other  property  within  burgh  has  increased 
very  greatlj.  The  consequence  is,  that  the  occupants  of  burgh  property 
and  inhabitants  of  villages  are  assessed  about  double  the  landward  part 
of  the  county.  This  inequality  is  clearly  brought  out  in  a  report  mm 
the  Assessors  of  the  parish  of  For£Eur,  of  the  following  tenor  : — 

**  The  Assessors  append  to  this  report  a  table,  which  shows  the  various 
estates  in  the  parish,  upon  which  the  road  rate  is  levied  according  to  the 
vdued  rent.  The  table  also  shews  the  valued  rent  of  each,  as  stated  in 
the  cess-books  of  the  county,  and  also  the  cumulo  amount  in  sterling 


538  Turnpike  Road  Inquiry — Scotland. 

Coantj      money  payable  from  each  at  the  rate  of  488.  per  one  hundred  pounds 

of  Scots,  the  rate  fixed  for  the  current  year.    It  aleo  shews  the  emmib 

Forfiir.       f eij  ^ejit,  in  sterling  money,  of  each  estate,  for  the  present  yesr,  snd  the 

Patriek      ^onwerteA  rate  of  assessment  thereon  per  pound  sterling. 

Webster,  Esq.     **  Taking  the  real  rent  of  the  several  estates,  there  is  a  yery  wide  diffie- 

'  rence  among  them  in  the  amount  of  rate  per  £  sterling.    Cane,  tk 

lowest  in  rate,  pays  about  l^d.  per  £  of  real  rent ;  while  Little  Mill,  tk 

highest,  pays  about  6^d,^  bemg  a  difference  between  them  of  about  6d. 

**  Dividing  the  cumulo  assessment  upon  the  whole  estates,  whidi  ii 
L.62, 3s.  4d.<,  by  the  cumulo  real  rents,  whidi  is  L.5341,  the  average  ntc 
payable  is  ^{^{d.,  or,  in  round  numbers,  about  2id.  per  £,  Tbe  ntei 
upon  Dunnidiem,  Halkerton,  Meathie,  and  Bumsiae  all  exceed  tbe  vnt- 
age,  and  Little  Mill  to  the  extent  of  about  4d.  per  £, 

**  As  directed  by  the  Act,  the  rate  on  lands  within  the  Umiarj  d 
royal  burghs,  and  on  houses  in  viUages  and  royal  burghs,  and  on  biMM 
not  having  any  cultivated  or  profitable  land  attached,  excepting  a  gardca, 
is  levied  according  to  the  real  rent.  When  viJued  rent  lands  are  nid 
at  489.  per  one  hundred  pounds  Scots,  the  rate  on  these  (excepting  wkot 
the  houses  are  belo#  L.6  of  yearly  rent,  which  are  rated  somewbit 
lower)  is,  by  the  Act,  fixed  at  6d.  per  £  sterling  of  real  rent.  Henet^ 
taking  the  average  rate  of  valued  rent  estates,  as  above  mentioned,  it 
2^d.,  the  rate  leviable  on  lands  within  bureh,  and  also  on  bouses  in  i3* 
lages  and  burghs,  and  on  houses  and  gardens  yielding  a  rent  of  L6  or 
upwards,  exceeds  that  rate  by  S^d.  per  £. 

^^  Were  the  whole  valued  rent  estates  rated  at  6d.  per  £  of  real  rest, 
the  assessment  would  produce  L.146,  Os.  6d.,  instead  of  L.62,  3s.  4d. 

^  In  addition  to  the  excess  of  rate,  those  holding  lands  within  hvf^ 
pajr  3s.  for  each  horse  employed  in  working  the  kmd,-F«n  impost  firoB 
which  valued  lands  are  free. 

*^  The  Assessors  are  satisfied  that,  according  to  the  real  rent,  mj 
great  inequality  exists  throughout  the  county.  There  is  also  dif^sesee 
of  opinion  on  some  points  of  the  Local  Act  regarding  what  snlyects  uc 
assessable.  Some  assessors,  as  those  in  this  pandi  do,  hold  that  nilwtjs, 
shops,  and  warehouses  are  assessable;  while  some  assessors  in  other 
parishes  hold  that  such  sul^ects  are  not  assessable.  Jn  conaeqnwM^ 
there  is  a  want  of  uniformity  in  levying  the  several  assessments. 

*^  The  assessors  also  consider  it  a  very  questionable  practice,  JftiA 
prevails  in  this  and  other  parishes,  to  make  a  deduction  from  the  amoont 
of  real  rent  of  each  subject  within  burgh,  and  from  feua,  and  asBennf 
upon  the  reduced  amount.  This  practice  (in  this  parish  at  least)  seeoi 
to  have  been  of  long  standing,  and  to  have  been  adopted  in  mer  I* 
mitiffi^  in  some  degree,  the  amount  of  rate  laid  upon  such  sal^eds. 

^  The  Assessors  respectfully  suggest  to  the  Trusteei  to  appoint  a  eoo- 
mittee  of  their  number  to  inquire  into  the  opera^on  of  the  local  Act  is 
the  several  parishes,  and  into  the  manner  in  which  the  Act  is  carried  sot 
Were  this  done,  they  have  no  doubt  it  would  immediately  lead  to  aai* 
formity  of  assessment*  if  not  to  application  to  Parliament  for  an  Act  non 
definite  ii^  its  meaning,  and  more  suited  to  the  altered  curcomstaaees  d 
property. 

^  Respectfully  submitted  by 

(Signed)       "  G.  Xouiro,  Aneaor. 

«  ^AHEs  Grant,  Atmttr" 
^rfar,  June  3, 1859. 
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TABLE. 


Name  of  Estate. 


1.  Cane,  so  far  a8> 

in  this  munsbf ) 

2.  Clocks    Griggs, 'I 

sofarasinUiis)- 
parish,      .    .  ) 

8.  Pitreaehie, .    . 

4.  Lour,      .    .    . 

6.  Craignathro,   . 

6.  Dunnicben,    so*^ 

far  as  in  tluj9> 
parish,      .    .  ) 

7.  Halkertonf 

8.  Meathie,  so  far"^ 

as      in      ihiB> 
parish,      .    .  ) 

9.  Biimside,  so  far) 

as      in      this  > 
pariidii  •  j 

10.  LittlemiU,  .    . 

Total,  .    .    , 


Valued  Bent 
per  £  Scots. 


L.827    9  6 

100    0  0 

100    0  0 

786    0  0 

233    6  8 

444    2  10 

233    6  8 

66  18  4 

233    6  8 

66  13  4 


L.2,590  19    0 


Bate  of 
Assess- 
ment per 
L.100 
Scots. 


48s.  stg. 


M 
tt 
» 

n 
n 
«} 


Gumulo  As- 
sessment in 

Sterling 
money,  pay- 
able by  each 

fisiUte. 


L.7  17  2 

2    8  0 

2    8  0 

18  17  4 

6  12  0 

10  13  2 

5  12  0 

1  12  0 

5  12  0 

I  12  0 


L.62    3    8 
aaanaBHHBB 


Cumnlo 

Beal 
Bent,  in 
Sterling 
Monev 
ofeacn 
Estate. 


L.l,177 

265 

245 

1,907 
614 

901 

878 

105 

289 
60 


LJ>,841 


Oon- 
▼erted 
Bate  of 


mentpef 
£  Stg. 


mi 

mi 


couDtdr 

uf 
Forfiir. 

P^triek 
Wcbstei^  £sq. 


This  report  has  been  communicated  to  the  ol^her  districts,  and  the  same 
inequality  seems  to  eipst  throughout  the  county,  as  will  he  perceived  hy 
referring  to  the  accompanying  letters  from  the  District  Clerks,  Messrs 
Speid  and  Wi^l^  Brechin,  "^  Macdonald,  Arbroath,  and  Mr  Kerr, 
Dundee, 

Questions  h^ve  arisen  as  jl^o  the  subjects  assessable  under  the  local 
Act.  The  practice  has  not  been  uniform,  and  it  is  desirable  that  one 
mode  of  assessment  ^hould  be  adopted  throughout  the  county.  In  the 
pfuish  of  Forfar,  jthe  Assessors  have  included  in  their  assessment  all 
nouses  of  every  description,  including  shops,  warehouses,  and  railway 
works ;  and  their  reasons  for  so  doing  are  stated  in  the  annexed  report  to 
the  District  Trustees. 

<<  Assessment  upon  .warehouses  having  been  disputed  by  Messrs  Lip- 
man  and  G0.4  manufacturers,  North  Loan,  Forfar,  and  upon  the  railway 
warehouses,  and  works,  and  land,  by  the  railway  companies,  the  Assessors 
beg  to  report  to  the  Justices  their  grounds  fo;*  the  assessments,  that  the 
Justices  may  consider  the  matter,  and  give  directions  accordingly. 

"  1.  As  regards  warehouses. 

^  By  the  7th  section  of  the  local  Act,  it  is  <  enacted  that  all  occupiers 
of  burgh  roods,  or  lands  lying  in  the  territory  of  royal  burghs,  whether 
proprietors  or  tenants^  shall  pay^  as  an  assessment  or  conversion  for 
statute  labour,  a  sum  not  exceeding  sixpence  sterling  per  annum  for  each 
one  pound  of  yearly  rent  payable  for  burgh  land  so  occupied  by  them.' 

«*  By  the  law  of  Scotland,  houses  and  buildings  are  held  to  be  partu 
9oli,  and  pass  without  special  mention  with  the  lands  to  an  acquirer. 

"  In  assessing  farms,  whether  burgh  or  other  lands,  it  has  also  been 
the  uniyersal  practice  in  the  county,  and  a  practice  to  which  no  objecfioQ 
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County      has  ever  been  mooted,  to  make  no  deduction  in  respect  of  the  tmuul 

^  value  of  the  steading  of  offices,  but  which  ought  to  be  done  if  warehoosa 

—I'       ^^^  shops  are  to  be  exempted.    And  it  has  also  been  the  practice,  in  tliii 

Patrick       parish  at  least,  to  assess  all  sorts  of  heritable  property  as  part  and  pared 

Webster,  Esq.  of  the  land. 

*'  In  these  circumstances,  the  Assessors  haye  held  the  term  '  lands'  to 
apply  to  all  sorts  of  heritable  erections. 

*<  The  provisions  in  the  same  section  regarding  the  rate  of  assessment 
for  householders  in  royal  burghs  and  villages,  and  occupiers  of  houses  not 
having  any  cultivated  or  profitable  lands  (except  a  garden)  annexed,  hive 
been  pointed  out  as  showing  that  buildings  other  than  dwelling-houses  are 
exempted  from  assessment.  But  the  Assessors  regard  these  as  special  pro- 
visions in  no  way  infringing  the  general  rule;  for  they,  in  part,  impose  sdi^ 
ferent  class  of  rates,  which  could  not  have  been  imposed  without  speeiil 
provision.  This  view  is  further  borne  out  by  the  express  exception  firoa 
special  rates  of  cultivated  or  profitable  lands,  because  cultivated  or  profitr 
able  lands  fall  under  the  general  rule— cultivated  land  as  land,  and  pro- 
fitable land,  as  yielding  a  profit  or  rent,  because  of  any  warehouse  or  other 
erection  built  thereon,  or  because  of  any  use  to  which  it  may  have  bea 
put  other  than  cultivation." 

2.  As  regards  the  railway. 

*^  The  Assessors  have  assessed  the  railway  upon  the  same  prindpie  tf 
they  have  already  explained  in  regard  to  warehouses. 

'^  So  far  as  respects  that  portion  of  the  railway  vnthin  the  bmgh,  thef 
have  had  no  doubt  the  line  and  erections  are  liable  in  assessment  Bot 
they  are  inclined  to  think  that  the  railway  is  not  so  liable  for  that  part  of 
the  line  beyond  the  burgh ;  because  that  part  is  situated  on  valued  rent 
lands,  the  whole  of  the  assessment  on  which  is  paid  by  the  proprieton 
and  tenants  on  such  lauds,  independently  of  the  railway  company.  It 
having,  however,  been  pointed  out  to  the  Assessors  that  this  ground  a 
exemption  is  jw  tertii  to  the  railway  company,  they  thought  it  best  to 
assess  the  whole  line  within  the  parish,  leavmg  it  to  the  Justices  to  tt 
empt  the  whole  of  the  line  or  part  Qf  it  as  they  shall  judge  best 

(Signed)         *'  C.  Yousa. 

James  Gbist.** 

The  letters  from  the  district  clerks  before  referred  to,  show  that  a  ^ 
rent  course  has  been  adopted  in  Arbroath,  Dundee,  and  occasionilljifl 
Brechin  and  Montrose. 

The  committee  hesitate  to  indicate  an  opinion  on  the  serious  legsl 
<|ue8tions  involved  in  the  subjects  remitted  to  them.  The  point  as  to  tbo 
habiUty  of  railways  has  been  fully  considered  in  the  report  submitted  to 
the  county  last  Michadlmas ;  and  it  rests  with  the  general  meeting  to 
determine  whether  or  not  effect  shall  be  ffiven  to  the  views  there  c^ 
pressed.  If  the  railways  and  other  hentable  subjects  not  specis^ 
enumerated  in  the  local  Act,  such  as  shops,  warehouses,  spinning  tsSm 
quarries,  etc.,  can  be  subjected  in  payment  of  road  money,  much  of  the 
existing  inequality  will  be  removed  ;  but  if  these  are  to  be  neld  as  not  is- 
sessable,  the  inequality  will  be  increased  tenfold,  and  the  only  remedj  too 
committee  can  suggest  is,  that  an  application  be  made  forthwith  to  gn 
an  amendment  of  the  County  Act,  and  subject  all  heritages  in  P^J^^^?; 
the  assessment  on  the  real  rent  or  value,  as  stated  in  the  Valuation  Ro« 
of  the  county  and  burghs  respectively.  It  may  be  objected,  that  the  ex- 
pense of  an  amendment  of  the  local  Act  will  be  so  great  as  to  renderit 
mexpedient  to  resort  to  so  costly  a  remedy ;  but  the  comnaittee  are  satj- 
fied  that  a  single  year's  assessment  on  the  subjects  that  would  thus  w 
included,  will  be  more  than  sufficient  to  defray  the  expense,  besides  pff- 
manently  lessening,  or  removing  altogether,  the  inequality  that  exwi 
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between  the  landward  and  burghal  parts  of  the  county.      Another  objec-       Coanty 
tion  may  be  anticipated  by  the  committee,  that  it  is  inexpedient  at  pre-       p  ^f 
sent  to  raise  the  question  of  amending  the  local  Act,  inasmuch  as  it  maj  * 

be  altogether  superseded  by  the  Bill  brought  into  Parliament  by  Lord  Patrick 
Elcho ;  but  the  probability  of  that  Bill  being  allowed  to  pass  is  by  no  Webster,  Ekq. 
means  certain,  and,  consequently,  much  time  may  be  lost,  and  nreat  injus- 
tice suffered  in  the  interral,  before  the  remedy  can  be  rendered  aTailable» 
though  the  Bill  should  eventually  become  law.  The  provisions  of  that 
Bill  are  altogether  unknown,  farther  than  that  it  is  said  to  be  a  permis- 
sive, and  not  a  compulsory  measure ;  and  the  committee  have  no  doubt 
that,  on  a  full  consideration  of  the  question,  it  will  be  eyident  that,  besides 
removing  the  inequalities  presently  complained  of,  within  the  towns  and 
'  villages  m  the  county,  the  assessment  on  the  landward  part  will  not  be 
increased  by  the  proposed  amendment  of  the  present  local  Act,  which 
would  insure  an  uniform  rate  of  assessment  throughout  the  whole  county. 


Appbudiz. 

Copt  CSobbespondencb  with  District  Clerks,  before  referred  to. 

1.  Mr  Andertan  to  District  Clerks. 

13th  April  1858. 

(Statute  Labour  Assessment.) 

The  convener  of  a  committee  of  the  county  on  this  subject  has  in- 
structed me  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  report  by  the  Assessors  of  the  parish 
of  Forfar,  in  reference  to  the  inequality  in  the  mode  of  imposing  this 
assessment  throughout  the  county,  and  to  request  the  favour  of  your  in- 
forming me,  at  your  earliest  convenience,  whether  there  are  any  similar 
instances  in  your  district  to  those  specified  in  the  table  annexed  to  the 
endosed  report,  and  also  of  answering  the  following  queries : — 

1.  In  the  several  parishes  of  your  district,  and  particularly  in  burghs, 
are  warehouses,  shops,  and  buildings,  other  than  dwelling-houses,  rated  for 
road  money  ? 

2.  Are  subjects  within  burghs  and  in  villages,  and  occupiers  of  dwell- 
ing-houses having  only  a  garden  attached  (on  valued  rent  properties), 
rated  upon  the  real  rent  stated  in  the  Valuation  Roll,  or  upon  a  reduced 
rent ;  and  if  upon  a  reduced  rent,  what  proportion  does  the  reduced  bear 

^       to  the  real  rent  ? 

Favour  me  with  any  remarks  that  may  occur  to  you  in  reference  to  the 
subject  generally,  and  especially  as  to  the  competency  of  proceeding  under 
the  39th  section  of  the  Valuation  Act,  to  get  the  Sheriff  to  fix  a  per 
''  centage  on  the  real  rent  or  value  specified  in  the  Valuation  Rolls,  in  hen 
-  of  the  rate  hitherto  levied  on  the  valued  rent  per  cent.  Scots. 
^  Different  opinions  have  been  expressed  as  to  the  effect  of  sections  39 

'  and  40  of  the  Valuation  Act, — whether  the  first  can  be  applied  to  the 
^  road  money  assessment,  and  whether  that  assessment  falls  under  the  re- 
^  solution  aaopted  by  the  county  in  terms  of  section  40.  It  has  been  acted 
^  on  in  assessing  the  bridge  money,  which  is  imposed  by  the  Trustees,  not 
I  consisting  exdusively  of  Oommissioners  of  Supply. 
^  The  matter  will  be  brought  before  the  ensumg  county  meeting  on  the 

dOth  ;  but  as  our  district  meeting  is  to  be  held  on  Monday  next,  it  will 
'       be  an  additional  favour  if  you  can  write  me  by  Saturday. — ^Yours,  etc., 
'  (Signed)        K.  W.  Andebaon. 
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County  2.  Arbroath  District. 

of 
Forfar.  15th  April  1858. 

Patrick  (Statute  Labour  Assessment.) 

Websur,  Esq. 

I  dnlj  received  your  letter  of  the  13th  current  on  this  subject,  along 
with  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  Assessors  of  Forfar  Parish. 

From  the  examination  I  have  been  able  to  make  of  the  Valuation  Rolls, 
I  find  there  are  instances  of  inequality  in  the  assessment  in  this  district 
somewhat  similar  to  those  stated  in  the  table  appended  to  the  report,  and 
of  nearly  the  same  extent,  with  the  exception  of  the  extreme  cases  of 
Carse  and  Little  Mill, — there  being  no  instance  that  I  have  found  where 
the  rate  per  £  on  the  real  rent  would  be  so  low  as  that  of  the  former,  or 
so  high  as  that  of  the  latter. 

In  answer  to  the  queries  put  by  you,  I  beg  to  state — 

1.  Warehouses,  shops,  and  buildings,  other  than  dwelling-honses,  in 

the  several  parishes  of  this  district,  are  not  rated  for  road  money. 

2.  In  the  parish  of  Arbroath  the  assessment  is  on  the  real  rents,  and 

is  at  the  rate  of  3d.  per  £,--'0Ccupant8  whose  rents  are  less  than 
L.5  being  exempted. 

In  the  parish  of  St  Vigeans  the  assessment  is  on  the  valued  rent,  ex- 
cept as  to  nouses  and  gardens  within  the  suburbs  of  Arbroath,  which  are 
assessed  on  the  real  rent,  at  the  rate  of  3d.  per  £, — occupants  whose 
rents  are  under  L.5  being  exempted. 

It  would,  no  doubt,  be  vei7  desirable  to  get  the  assessment  changed 
from  the  valued  rent  to  the  real  rent ;  and,  from  the  general  and  compre- 
hensive terms  of  the  39th  section  of  the  Valuation  Act,  I  am  inclined  to 
think  it  is  competent  for  the  Sheriff  to  fix  maximum  rates  of  per  oentage 
on  the  real  rent,  in  lieu  of  those  on  the  valued  rent.  I  am  also  inclined 
to  think  that  there  is  little  likelihood  of  any  objection,  such  as  you  refer 
to,  being  raised  to  the  road  money  assessment  fiuling  under  the  resolution 
adopted  by  the  county  in  terms  of  section  40. 

Snould  you  or  the  committee  require  any  further  or  more  specific  in- 
formation as  to  the  assessment  in  the  several  parishes  in  this  district,  I 
will  be  very  glad  to  furnish  it. — I  am,  etc., 

(Signed)       John  Macdonald. 


3.  Dundee  District, 


16th  April  1858. 


Deab  SiB,-»In  answer  to  your  letter  of  Idth  current,  we  have  to  state 
as  follows : — 

1.  In  this  district,  the  usage  in  regard  to  valued  rent  estates  is  to  as- 
certain the  total  amount  leviable  from  all  such  estates  in  the  parishes, 
as  a  gross  sum,  and  then  to  apportion  that  cumtUo  sum,  not  according  to 
the  valued  rent  of  each  estate,  but  according  to  the  real  rent.  For 
illustration,  taking  your  table  of  the  parish  of  Forfar,  the  total  valued 
rent  is  L.2,590, 19s.,  and  this  at  48s.  gives  a  total  of  L.62,  3s.  8d.  That 
sum,  according  to  the  usage  of  this  district,  would  be  apportioned  over 
the  sevml  fanns  on  the  refd  rent,  giving,  on  the  Forfar  amount  of  L.5^841 
sterling,  about  2 id.  sterling  per  £  of  real  rent. 

2.  In  this  district,  warehouses,  shops,  flax  mills,  and  the  like,  are  not 
assessed — simply  the  dwelling-houses. 

3.  Dwelling-houses  in  villages,  etc.,  as  well  as  those  in  burghs,  are  as- 
sessed on  the  full  estimated  real  rentable  worth, — according  to  a  roll 
made  up  by  the  Assessor,  not  on  the  Countv  Valuation  Roll ;  but  truly 
there  is  little  difference  between  the  Assessors  roll  of  valuation  and  the 
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connty  roll.    No  abatement  from  the  real  rent,  as  decMaibed,  is  usual  in       Comity 
Forfar.  -^ 

4.  The  Tmstees  here  hare  agreed  that  sections  39  and  40  of  the  '^o™- 
Valuation  Act  cannot  be  applied  to  the  Statute  Labour  Money  Assess-  Patrick 
ment.— Your8»  etc,  .    (Signed)         Chris.  Kerb.     Webster,  Esq. 


4.  Brechin  District. 

16th  April  1868. 
(Statute  Labour  Assessment.) 

We  duly  received  yours  of  the  Idth,  but,  in  conseduence  of  the  absence 
from  borne  of  our  senior,  and  of  the  writer  having  been  confined  to  bed 
for  three  or  four  days  past,  we  hare  been  unable  to  answer  your  commu- 
nication sooner. 

With  reference  to  the  table  annexed  to  the  report  b^  the  Forfar  Asses. 
sors,  we  can  state,  quite  confidently,  that  in  this  district  there  are  many 
instances  of  the  inequality  which  the  rule  of  fixing  the  amount  of  road 
money  each  estate  should  pay,  according  to  its  valued  rent,  has  occasioned. 
We  know  various  properties  in  this  parish  which  are  verj  disproportion- 
ately assessed  in  consequence ;  and  the  same  inequality  was  clearly 
brought  out  in  the  discussion  on  an  appeal  by  a  tenant  in  the  parish  of 
Dun,  heard  before  the  district  meeting  here  last  Monday. 

In  answer  to  your  particular  queries,  we  beg  to  say — 

1.  In  the  two  buighs  of  Montrose  and  Brechin,  we  think  the  practice 
is  somewhat  different,  and  we  rather  think  the  practice  in  either  is  not 
muform  over  the  whole  burgh.  Here,  the  general  practice  has  been 
hitherto  not  to  assess  warehouses,  shops,  and  the  like ;  but  we  rather  think 
such  buildings  have  been,  partially  at  least,  assessed  in  Montrose. 

2.  As  far  as  our  information  goes,  we  think  that,  in  the  burehs  and 
villages,  occupiers  of  dwelling-houses,  with  a  garden  attached  (tibough 
the  ground  happen  to  form  part  of  a  valued  rent  property ),  have  been 
assessed  on  their  real  rents  as  nearly^  as  ^ssible.  For  instance,  the 
feuars  of  Caldhamc^,  or  the  tenements  in  this  parish,  are  entered  in  the 
Valuation  Roll,  under  the  name  of  Sir  James  Carnegie,  as  holding  a  certain 
amount  of  valuation  ;  yet  the  rule  has  been  uniform,  that  the  occupiers  of 
houses  in  both  upper  and  nether  tenements  have  been  assessed,  on  the 
same  principle  as  tne  occupiers  of  similar  premises  within  burgh. 

It  occurred  to  us,  immediately  on  seeing  the  Valuation  Act  for  the  first 
time,  that  something  should  be  done  to  get  the  road  money  converted  into 
an  assessment  on  the  new  valuation,  under  the  procedure  provided  by 
section  39  of  the  Valuation  Act ;  and  we  wrote  Mr  Camaby  on  the  sub- 
ject, drawing  his  attention  to  the  matter,  and  suggesting  that  something 
diould  be  done.  He  took  no  notice  of  our  letter  at  the  time,  and  we  re- 
collect afterwards  of  speaking  to  yourself  on  the  same  subject  some  time 
after  our  letter  to  Mr  C.  The  matter,  however,  was  never  taken  up  by  the 
comity  till  lately,  when  we  understood  a  committee  was  appointed  to  con- 
sider and  report  whether,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Valuation  Act,  the 
road  money  could  be  assessed  on  the  new  valuation.  You  will  know 
whether  the  committee  have  done  anything  in  the  matter ;  but  it  would 
evidently  be  a  vast  improvement  on  the  present  8}'stem  if  the  road  monev 
could  be  legally  assessed  on  all  parties  liable,  up<m  the  principle  of  each 
property  paying  according  to  its  recUpresetU  valus, — We  remain,  etc, 

(Signed)         Speid  &  Will. 
R.  W.  Anderson,  Esq.,  Forfar. 
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County  No.  XXTI.  John  M^NicoU,  Esq.,  Craig,  Examined : — 

of 

Forfar.  I  act  as  factor  for  the  Earl  of  Airlie  and  some  other  proprietors  in  the 

John        county.    Lord  Airlie's  Forfarshire  estates  are  chiefly  in  the  Forfiw  Dis- 

M'Nicolly  Esq.  ^^t.    Several  of  the  farms  comprise  a  large  upland  district.    We  haTe 

no  turnpike  roads  in  that  district  of  the  county ;  the  only  contribution 

made  by  the  farmers  at  present  to  the  roads  is  what  they  pay  as  statute 

labour  assessment,  besides  which  they  frequently  give  voluntary  carriages 

of  materials.     The  statute  labour  assessment  is  at  the  maximum  in  the 

district.    The  sum  levied,  however,  can  hardly  be  considered  adequate  to 

keep  the  roads  in  a  proper  state  of  repair. 

Where  there  are  several  proprietors  in  a  parish,  the  statute  labour 
assessment  is  apportioned  among  them  accordmg  to  the  old  valued  rent ; 
and  each  propnetor  divides  the  share  laid  upon  his  property  among  his 
tenants  acooroing  to  their  real  rents. 

I  think  it  would  be  very  desirable,  in  any  change  of  system,  that  the 
assessment  should  be  laid  on  according  to  the  real  rent  under  the  Valua- 
tion Roll.  This  would  bring  in  much  valuable  property,  such  as  manu- 
factories, etc.  2  which  do  not  appear  in  the  cess  books. 

I  am  of  onmion  that  the  division  of  the  statute  labour  roads  of  the 
county  into  districts  ought  to  have  been  attended  with  benefit ;  bat  I  am 
not  sure  that  the  roads  are  now  in  much  better  order  than  they  were,  and 
I  think  the  tenants  do  not  turn  out  so  heartily  to  contribute  carriages  now 
as  they  used  to  do,  when  we  were  in  the  habit  of  consulting  them  and  giv- 
ing them  a  share  in  the  management.  But,  of  course,  it  should  be  an 
advantage  to  have  all  the  roads  under  a  practical  surveyor.  I  think  it 
would  \^  decidedlv  advisable  to  give  the  tenants  a  share  in  the  manage- 
ment. I  would  allow  all  tenants  payinga  certain  amount  of  rent  to  nomi- 
nate one  or  more  of  their  own  boay  as  Koad  Trustees. 

I  should  not  like  to  express  a  decided  opinion  as  to  the  expediency  of 
combining  all  the  parishes  in  a  district  under  one  management  with  one 
common  fund ;  but  I  am  disposed  to  think  that  the  roads  are  better 
managed  where  each  parish  has  the  expenditure  of  its  own  funds. 

I  should  say  that  there  would  be  no  hardship  in  a  uniform  rate  over  a 
whole  district,  if  all  the  roads  were,  in  the  first  place,  made  equally  good. 
I  do  not  think  it  would  require  a  very  large  sum  to  effect  this. 

I  have  read  Mr  Baimsfather's  report,  and  was  myself  a  member  of  his 
committee ;  but  I  do  not  concur  in  his  views  as  to  the  abolition  of  tolls. 
My  chief  objection  to  his  scheme  was,  that  there  appeared  to  be  no  pro- 
vision made  for  putting  the  roads  in  the  upland  district  in  an  equally  good 
state  with  those  in  the  lowland  districts. 

I  occupy  a  &rm  myself  in  the  parish  of  Glenisla,  and  at  present  I  pay» 

For  statute  labour  money,  L.2  19    6 

FortoUs, 0  10    9 


L.3  10    3 


Under  the  proposed  scheme  of  Mr  Baimsfather, 
I  should  have  paid L.2    9    0 

I  think  my  case  may  fairly  be  taken  as  an  example  of  others  in  the 
same  parish. 

Part  of  my  &rm  is  in  the  parish  of  Aly th,  in  Perthshire,  which  is  in  the 
Blairgowrie  District  of  Roads.  The  funds  there  are  allocated  by  the  dis- 
trict meeting  to  certain  roads  which  are  placed  under  the  charge  of  parties 
residing  in  the  neighbourhood. 

The  expenditure  is  not  limited  to  the  money  collected  in  the  parishes. 
I  do  not  think  the  roads  there  are  as  good  as  m  Forfarsliire. 
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CoDiity 
No.  XXm.  George  WAtter,  Esq.  of  Westfield,  Examined  :—  j,^^ 

I  am  sheriff-clerk  of  the  county  and  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  reside  in  George 
the  Forfiir  District.  I  attend  the  county  meetings  and  take  an  interest  Webster,  Eaq. 
in  the  subject  of  roads,  which  I  consider  important  both  in  its  financial  and 
social  bearings.  I  was  a  member  of  the  committee  of  the  comity  of  which 
Mr  Baimsfather  was  convener,  and  I  entirely  concur  in  the  expediency  of 
substituting  a  fund  raised  by  assessment  instead  of  the  present  system  of 
collection  by  means  of  tolls.  Such  an  assessment  should  be  applicable  for 
the  maintenance  of  all  kinds  of  roads,  both  statute  labour  and  turnpike. 

As  the  most  equitable  system  of  raising  the  funds,  I  would  propose  an 
assessment  on  lands  and  heritages  accorcung  to  the  Valuation  Roll,  and 
including  all  property  comprised  therein. 

For  the  purposes  of  taxation,  I  would  not  propose  to  separate  the 
burghs  from  the  rest  of  the  county,  althouji^h  I  inight  be  disposed  to  raise 
a  diffinrent  rate  in  burghs  from  what  is  ra&d  over  the  county  ;  and  per. 
haps  to  gire  the  management  of  the  burgh  assessment  and  the  maintenance 
of  the  reads  within  their  boundaries,  or  even  beyond  them,  to  the  burgh 
authorities. 

I  would  propose  to  divide  the  county  into  districts,  which  might  be  the 
same  as  the  present  statute  labour  road  districts. 

I  think  there  should  be  a  central  authority  chosen  by  the  rate-payersi 
with  some  ex  ojfido  members,  and  with  that  body  shomd  rest  the  power 
of  allocating  the  funds,  raised  over  the  whole  county  and  buxghs,  among 
the  various  districts  and  burghs  respectively. 

I  do  not  consider  it  a  valid  obiection  that  the  money  levied  in  the 
burshs  and  more  wealthy  districts  should  be  partly  applied  to  the  high- 
land and  poorer  districts.  But  although  I  consider  my  scheme  just  and 
beneficial  to  the  public  generally,  I  am  aware  that  there  would  probably 
be  considerable  opposition  to  it  on  the  part  of  burghs.  Their  objections 
might,  however,  be  met  hj  modifying  the  rate  leviable  in  burghs,  and  fix- 
ing the  districts  under  their  management. 

I  may  state  my  opinion  most  decidedly  to  be,  that  the  present  mode  of 
levying  statute  labomr  assessment  is  most  objectionable.  It  ought  cer- 
tainly to  be  raised  on  the  real  rent  under  the  Valuation  Roll. 

I  do  not  see  any  great  objection  to  a  tax  on  horses,  although  I  would 
prefer  the  assessment  to  be  wholly  on  occupancy,  as  already  stated.  I 
believe  that  in  this  county  it  has  been  proposed  to  lay  half  the  tax  on  pro- 
prietors, but  I  think  this  would  not  be  equitable  under  existing  contracts. 

As  to  dealing  with  the  debt,  I  would  do  as  was  done  in  IreLsnd, — ^that 
IS,  I  would  have  it  valued,  and  transfer  the  whole  debt  thus  valued  to  any 
new  managing  body, — ^the  interest  would  thus  have  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
new  assessment ;  and  there  should  also  be  a  sinking  fimd,  so  that  the 
capital  might  be  paid  off  gradually. 

1  thii^,  ^erally  speanng,  there  is  a  likelihood  of  the  security  for  road 
debt  becoming  worse  instead  of  improving.  I  consider  the  proper  way  of 
valuing  the  &bt  would  be  to  take  what  would  be  an  equivalent  in  3  per 
cent,  consols,  to  yield  the  same  interest  which  the  creditors  have  been  re- 
ceiving, say  for  ten  years,  and  then  add  a  per  centage  for  the  compulsory 
sale. 

I  consider  that  the  existence  of  good  roads  all  over  the  country  is  a 
benefit  to  the  whole  community. 

Even  if  tolls  were  not  to  be  abolished,  I  think  great  benefit  would  arise 
from  the  consolidation  of  Trusts^ — anything  that  would  diminish  the  num- 
ber  of  officials  and  collectors,  would  tend  to  make  available  a  larger  sum 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  roads.  I  consider  the  valuation  of  debt  to  be 
insq^aiable  from  any  scheme  of  consolidation  of  Trusts. 

2m 
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Caanty  I  know  that  great  benefit  has  been  derived  firom  the  turnpike  and 

FatAu*       statute  labour  roads  in  the  seTeral  districts  being  all  under  the  same  sur- 
f  ormr.       yeyor ;  but  even  this  has  its  disadvantages,  because  some  particular  roads 
George      ^'^  neglected,  as  not  being  of  great  importance,  eaceept  to  partieular 
Webster.  Bm],  individuals. 

It  might,  under  certain  dreumstances,  be  expedient  to  give  authority  to 
classify  the  rates  in  different  districts,  if,  upon  enquiry,  it  should  be  found 
that  some  modification  was  just  and  equitable. 


No.  XXIT.  JUr  Qeorge  BallingaU,  Cookstone,  Examined  :— 

Mr  George  I  am  a  fiurmer  in  the  parish  of  Airlio,  and  I  have  also  a  pastoral  farm 
BallingaU.  in  Obva.  The  Airlie  fisum  is  an  arable  one.  I  have  a  good  deal  of  busi- 
ness in  Dundee  and  the  other  towns,  as  I  have  flour  mills,  and  I  cart  the 
whole  of  my  flour ;  the  raw  material  comes  by  railway  to  Eassie  Station. 
Besides  the  produce  of  my  own  farm,  I  purchase  a  great  deal  of  grain. 
I  send  flour  chiefly  to  Forfar,  Blairgowrie,  and  Kirriemuir ;  I  pay  two 
tolls  or  8d.  on  each  single  cart  going  to  Forfar.  There  are  no  tolls  be- 
twixt me  and  Blairgowrie  and  Kirriemuir,  the  roads  to  which  are  alt4^ether 
statute  labour  roads  ;  but  my  horses  take  a  less  load  to  Bliurgowrie  and 
Kirriemuir,  as  the  roads  are  not  so  good.  I  consider,  that  when  I  drive 
on  a  statute  labour  road  I  am  obl&ed  to  send  5  cwt.  lees  than  I  could 
upon  a  turnpike  road.  A  horse  can  do  as  much  in  five  days  on  turnpike 
roads  as  he  could  do  in  six  on  statute  labour  roads. 

I  pay  for  statute  labour  money  on  my  two  farms  about  L.16,  whereof 
L.14,  6s.  is  in  the  parish  of  Airlie^ — ^being  something  under  2  per  oent.  on 
my  rent.  But  I  pay  much  higher  in  proportion  to  my  rent  than  any 
other  tenant  in  the  parish,  with  the  exception  of  one  small  tenant  wIm 
pays  the  same  rate. 

In  my  opinion,  it  would  be  much  better  that  the  assessment  should  be 
imposed  according  to  the  actual  value  of  the  land  under  the  Valuation 
Roll,  although  my  testimony  on  this  point  may  be  deemed  prejudiced. 
I  have  heard,  however,  the  same  opinion  expressed  even  by  those  who 
wonkl  be  unfinvourably  affected  by  a  change. 

It  would  require  a  very  oonsiderable  additional  assessment  to  put  the 
statute  labour  roads  in  the  same  condition  as  the  turnpikes.  The  whole 
present  cost  of  maintaining  the  roads  would  not,  therefore,  be  a  proper 
measure  of  the  sum  that  would  be  required  to  put  and  maintain  these 
roads  in  proper  order. 

I  consider  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  the  community  generally  to 
inenr  this  increased  expenditure,  in  order  to  have  all  the  roi^  put  into 
good  order. 

The  change  that  has  taken  place,  in  consequence  of  the  openine  of  rail- 
ways, has  brought  a  great  deal  of  traffic  on  the  statute  labour  roads,  which 
did  not  exist  before,  and  thus  some  alteration  on  the  present  system  hss 
heeome  absolutely  necessary. 

There  are  upwards  of  26  miles  of  statute  labour  roads  in  the  parish  of 
Airlie,  whereas  the  total  sum  levied  is  about  L.90, — about  10  per  cent,  of 
which  goes  for  expenses  of  management.  These  expenses  are  increased 
since  the  roads  in  tne  district  have  been  placed  under  one  surveyor ;  but 
I  thmk^the  roads  generally  are  improved  over  the  parish.  Fwmeriy,  the 
expenditure  was  nooie  confined  to  particular  k>calities.  I  do  not  think  the 
eaqwnse  of  management  is  ill  bestowed ;  and  I  think  these  roads  have 
been  generallv  improved  over  the  whole  county  of  Forfar. 

If  tolls  could  be  abolished^  I  would  think  it  desirable  to  place  tmnpihe 
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and  gtatute  laboni'  fOftd«  all  under  oiM  8^Btetti»  pfoyided  thftt  tbe 
ment  to  be  levied  should  not  be  very  heavy. 

I  think  an  aflsesgmeot  should  be  raised,  fwrtly  on  horses,  and  pairtly  cm 
lands  and  heritages.  Agricultural  horses  shotud,  in  my  opinion,  |My  lest 
than  other  kinds  of  herses ;  because  they  are  little  on  the  roads  eompared 
nith  others* 

I  do  not  think  it  would  be  fidr  to  levy  in  equally  high  rate  on  a  pas- 
toral fimn  as  on  an  agrioultutal  fiifm;  beeause  pastoral  fikms  do  not 
benefit  so  much  by  the  roads  as  the  others  do.  I  consider  a  fiurly  propor- 
tioned rate  would  be  that  the  pastoral  farm  should  pay  three-fifths  of  what 
is  paid  by  the  ih^cultural  fann. 

I  have  often  heard  a  wish  expressed  by  lenattts  in  the  parish  of  Aiiiie» 
that  thev  should  have  some  shsie  in  the  matiagement  of  the  roads.  Thia 
is  less  desired,  however^  since  the  roads  have  been  pkced  under  a  sur^ 
veyor.  If  an  sflsesBment  were  imposed,  I  think  the  desire  to  ihaiv  in  tlM 
management  would  be  inereasedt 


Gfttttttgr 
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Mcnbrose^  BoMirian^y  IIM  June  1809. 


MBMBEBS  PRESENT,     . 

llVlIIiiaii  Smythe,  Esq.  |  Bight  Hon.  1^  Jotm  M'KeiU. 

MR  8MYTHB  IN  IHA  OHAIB. 


No.  XXV.  Adoaik  Bumes^  Esq.,  Writer,  Montroee,  Examined  :— 

I  am  derk  and  treasurer  to  the  Forfiurshire  Oetotral  Tummke,  the       Adam 
Eastern  Turnpike,  and  tbe  Northern  Turnpike^  and  ahK>  clerk  to  the  Barnes,  Esq. 
Hontrose  Bridge. 

The  EcMem  Tmikpike  extends  to  27  mika  6  furlongs,  with  five  tolls, 
which  are  usually  let^  but  at  present  two  are  collected  by  the  Trustees^ 

I  hand  in  a  Statement,  showing^  the  Income  and  Expenditure  from  the 
year  1853  to  WhiUunday  1858. 


Year. 

Revenue. 

Repairs  and 
Uphold. 

Salaries. 

Taxes,&e. 

Incidents. 

Total  Ex- 
penditure. 

1853 
1854 
1855 
1856 
1867 
1858 

£     S.  D. 

887  7  7 
923  15  1 
741  1  5 
979 19  7 
878  9  0 
910 16  4 

£     S.  D. 
706  0  1 
601  6  0 
523  6  9 
558  3  2 
568  17  4 
573  17  9 

£  S.D. 

89  15  0 
124  16  0 
124  15  0 
124  15  0 
124  15  0 
124  15  0 

£  S.  D. 

12  16  6 
4  3  1 
6  S  10 
11  10  2 
16  16  10 
15  4  8 

£   S.  D. 

16  4  1 
23  9  3 

19  12  g 
18  13  0 
22  4  0 

20  18  11 

£  S.  D. 

824  16  8 
663  13  4 
673  3  4 
713  1  4 
782  13  2 
734  16  4 

Total, 

5,321  9  0 

3,431  10  1 

713  10  0 

66  1  1 

121  2  0 

4,332  8  2 

88618  2 

571  18  4 

118  18  4 

11  0  2 

20  3  8 

722  0  6 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.80,  and  tbe  clerk  and  treasurer  has  L.30. 
We  Also  pay  L.14, 15s.,  as  our  share  of  the  salaries  of  the  county  auditor 
and  county  dark. 

The  present  attount  of  debt  k  L.6^000»  due  to  the  fikoktish  Nofth 
Eastern  BiHway  Oompaiiy.    Tbiadebl  was  UmnmijhM  by  8hr  David 
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.    COimtj       Seott  of  Sitwell  Park,  from  whom  the  Railwaj  Company  got  an  asagna- 

F  rLr       ^^^  ^^  ^^'  ^^  order  to  avoid  his  threatened  opposition  to  the  line.    Upon 

^_^'      this  debt,  the  rate  of  interest  payable  is  4  per  cent.,  but  our  revenues 

Adam       ^^®  ^^^t  always  been  sufficient  to  pay  the  full  amount ;  in  consequence 

BornM^  Esq.  of  which  there  is  an  accumulated  arrear  of  interest  unpaid,  amounting  to 

L.480.     For  the  last  four  or  five  years,  since  the  road  has  been  pl^rad 

under  a  new  surveyor,  we  have  been  able  to  pay  the  interest  aonuaUy, 

with  the  exception  of  one  year ;  so  that  the  value  of  the  debt  has  cod- 

riderably  improved,  in  consequence  of  the  more  flourishing  financial  state 

of  the  road. 

Previous  to  1863,  the  system  of  management  was,  to  divide  the  road 
into  portions  of  5  or  6  miles  in  length,  and  to  place  eadi  lot  under  the 
management  of  a  resident  Trustee ;  this  was  found  to  be  an  expenidTe 
mode  of  management  The  whole  roads,  with  the  exception  of  the 
northern  tumpiuKe,  have  now  been  placed  under  the  charge  of  one  snr- 
veyor,  Mr  M'Connell ;  and  although  under  this  arrangement  we  pay  a 
larger  amount  for  the  salaries  of  surveyors,  our  financial  position  is  de- 
ddedly  improved.  I  think  this  improvement  is  attributable  to  economy 
of  management,  rather  than  to  increase  of  traffic,  and  I  should  not  say 
that  the  roads  were  worse  kept  than  formerly. 

The  revenue  during  the  last  few  years  has  been  pretty  stationary,  but 
rather  on  the  increase  than  otherwise.  Nothing  has  been  done  lately  in 
the  way  of  reducing  the  tolls. 

The  CmUral  Tmnpiks  extends  to  about  7^  miles,  with  two  tolls,  which 
are  both  let. 

I  hand  in  a  Statement  of  the  Revenue  and  Expenditure  from  1863  to 
Whitsunday  1868. 


YeaiT. 

Revenue. 

Repairs  and 
UphoM. 

Salaries. 

TaxeB,&c. 

Incidents. 

Total  Ex- 
penditure. 

1858 
1854 
1855 
1856 
1857 
1858 

£     8.  D. 

206  10  0 
194    7  9 
166    8  9 
196    5  0 
180  10  4 
192  18  4 

£        S.  D. 

109  15    7 

110  0    4 
109  18    8 
109    4    8 

97    8    8 
105  19    7 

£  a.D. 
21    6  0 
21    6  0 
20  16  0 
20  16  0 
20  16  0 
20  16  0 

£    8.     D. 

1  17  11 
1  18    8 
8  16    6 

... 
.«■ 
... 

£  S.     D. 

7  19    8 
9  15    1 

8  18    1 
8    7    0 
8  18    8 
8    7    0 

£    s.   D. 
140  18    9 
142  19    8 
148    8  10 
188    7    8 
126  17  11 
185    2    7 

Total, 

1,186  10  2 

642    1    8 

125  16  0 

7  12    8 

52    0    1 

827  10    0 

189    8    4 

107    0    2 

20  19  4 

15    6 

8  18    4 

187  18    4 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.10,  and  the  derk  and  treasurer  has  L.10; 
the  county  auditor  and  derk  16s. 
Thuere  is  a  heavy  debt  on  thb  road,  amounting,  at  Whitsonday  1869, 

to  L.11,417, 19s.  Id. 
The  original  cost  of  ecmstruction  of  the  road  was  5,626    0    0 

But  of  this  there  is  a  postponed  debt  of    .  900    0    0 

Upon  which  no  interest  has  ever  been  pud.    It  is 
postponed  both  as  to  prindpal  and  interest. 

L.4,626    0    0 


On  this  balance  a  small  amount  of  interest  has  been  paid.    We  have 
annually  imputed  any  availaUe  surplus  revenue  towards  payment  of  in- 
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terest ;  the  balance  of  interest  was  then  added  to  the  capital  debt,  and       Oonsiy 
compound  interest  has  thus  been  accumulated  at  4  per  cent.  -  ^^ 

I  beliere  the  amount  for  which  this  debt  was  rafued  in  the  inventory       ^^'•• 
of  the  Me  Mr  Chalmers'  estate  was  L.  1,600  or  L.1,600.    This  result  was        Adam 
obtained  bj  taking  the  average  amount  of  interest  paid  for  a  certain  Bumes,  Esq. 
numb^  of  years,  and  capitalizing  it  at  25  years'  purchase. 

During  the  last  four  years  the  whole  sum  paid  on  account  of  interest 
amounts  to  L.135. 

The  revenue  has  latterly  been  pretty  steady,  varying  slightly  according 
to  local  circumstances. 

The  Northern  Turnpike  extends  to  between  7  and  8  miles,  with  one 
toll-bar,  which  is  let.  It  is  close  to  Montrose,  and  within  the  parUamen- 
tarv  boundaries. 

I  hand  in  a  Statement  of  the  Revenue  and  Expenditure  from  1853  to 
Whitsunday  1858. 


Year 

Revenue. 

Repairs  and 
Uphold. 

Salaries. 

Taxes 
and  Feu. 

Incidents. 

Total  Ex- 
penditure. 

1853 
1854 
1855 
1856 
1857 
1858 

£       S.  D. 

542    311 
480  15  4 
460    4   3 
450  16   1 
501    0   3 
519  12  5 

£     S.  D. 

260    5  8 
244  15  4 
216    0  5 
236  10  0 
260  10  2 
290    3  5 

£     S.  D. 

24  10  0 
24  10  0 
24  10  0 
24  10  0 
24  10  0 
24  10  0 

£     S.   D. 

10  3    7 

11  17    9 
8  16  11 

11    7    6 

10  14    6 

7  12    8 

£   s. 
16  11 
14    8 
14    8 
12    8 
14  13 
11    8 

D. 

0 
2 
0 
2 
0 
0 

£     S.  D. 

311  10  3 
295  11  3 
263  15  4 
284  15  8 
310    7  8 
333  14  1 

Total, 

2,954  12   3 

1,508    5  0 

147    0  0 

60  12  11 

83  16 

4 

1,799  14  3 

Avmia, 

492    8   8 

251    7  6 

24  10  0 

10    2    2 

13  19 

5 

299  19  1 

The  surveyor  is  not  the  same  person  who  has  charge  of  the  other  roads ; 
he  is  merelv  a  superior  working  man,  with  16s.  per  week. 

The  derk  and  treasurer's  salary  is  L.20,  and  L.4,  lOs.  is  paid  to  the 
general  clerk  and  auditor. 

The  debt  on  the  road  amounts  to  L. 2,000,  which  was  ori|;inallv  ad- 
vanced by  one  of  the  parties  interested  in  the  road.  A  portion  of  the 
debt  has  been  paid  off  every  year.  It  amounted,  in  1840,  to  L.6,300, 
since  which  time  it  has  been  reduced  to  the  present  amount. 

I  do  not  think  that  this  road  could  be  better  or  more  cheaply  managed 
if  it  were  placed  under  the  general  county  surveyor. 

I%e  Montrose  Bridge  is  managed  under  tluree  Acts,  dated  in  1792, 
1810,  and  1826.  The  Commission  consists  of  all  persons  who  gifted 
L.100  and  their  heirs  male,  every  lender  of  L.200,  and  the  Provost,  eldest 
Bailie,  and  Dean  of  Guild  of  Montrose,  and  the  Sheriff  and  Sheriff-substi- 
tute of  the  county;  with  17  Commissioners,  specially  named,  who  alone 
elect  their  successors. 

The  bridge  was  erected  about  1792,  and  consisted  partly  of  wood  and 
stone.  The  cost  was  about  L.1 1,000.  The  Commissioners  also  purchased 
the  right  of  ferry  at  Ferryden  for  L.3,000. 

About  L.6,000  was  raised  by  subscription,  and  L. 4,000  was  given  as  a 
donation  from  the  privy  purse.  There  remained  L.4,O00  of  a^ebt  on  the 
bridge,  which  was  paid  up  in  1826. 

The  Act  of  1826  authorised  the  erection  of  a  suspension  bridge.  A 
(Government  loan  of  L.  18,600  was  got  from  the  Exchequer  Loan  CMmnis- 
sioners,  the  Treasury  authorising  a  reduction  of  the  rate  of  interest  to  3^ 
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Couniy      per  <^t»,  with  a  payment  of  6  per  cent,  ag  a  siDking  fiwd  to  aocouut  of 
V  rt  principal. 

2_J^'  For  the  fint  ft  w  years  this  eirangement  was  carried  ont,  l>at  one  of  the 

Adam  main  chains  of  the  bridge  broke  in  1828»  and  it  required  L.4»000  additionsl 
Bomes,  Ea^  to  pvt  it  into  repair,  wmch  included  also  a  repair  on  the  roadway.  The 
Government  authorised  this  sum  to  be  borrowed,  and  to  be  held  as  prefio:* 
able  to  the  GoYemment  loan.  This  L.^OOO  has  been  accordingly  all  paid 
off.  Since  then  they  made  an  arrangement  that  we  should  lo^e  o«r  se- 
counts  acnpally,  and  pay  over  whaterer  surplus  funds  we  might  have. 
The  debt  due  to  the  Goremment  is  now  L.19,000»  which  includes  a  smsU 
balanoe  of  accumulated  interest  which  is  still  unpaid, 

I  think  it  would  be  unjust,  if  tolls  were  abolished,  to  make  the  burgh  of 
Montrose  keep  up  all  the  roads  within  the  parliamentary  boundaries, 
This  hardship  would,  of  course,  be  very  matonally  lessened  if  the  pontage 
was  done  away  with. 

I  should  like  to  see  tolls  abolished,  but  I  should  not  like  to  see  any  ad- 
ditional taxation  laid  on  the  smaller  class  of  householders  in  buxgbs. 

In  the  buTffhs,  we  have  made  our  streets  and  roads,  and  paid  our  debts, 
and  we  should  consider  It  a  great  hardship  if  we  were  called  upon  to  eoo« 
tribute,  by  increased  taxation,  to  the  payment  of  debts  which  have  beeq 
incurred  for  the  conslnvction  of  roads  m  the  coun^. 


<p« 


No,  XXVI.  Qeornfe  Qpof^c  ifyr$%  EBq*«  Examined  >^ 

6eorg«  C.        I  ^"^  ^^"^  ^^^  of  Montrose,  and  clerk  to  the  Commissioners  of  Folico 
Myers,  Esq.   and  Improyements  in  the  burgh.    I  am  also  derk  to  the  Montrose  snd 

Brechin  Turnpike,  and  treasurer  to  the  Montrose  Bridge. 
The  MotOroH  Bridge  has  attached  to  it  about  a  mile  of  approacbe>i 

kept  up  out  of  the  revenues.    The  pontage  is  let. 

The  retenue  for  1850-67  was     ....    L.90S    0    0 
^  i»        1867-58  .        .  741     0    0 

Since  Whitsunday  1867  the  tolls  bave  been  reduced,  with  the  saselioa 
cf  the  Treasury. 

The  expenditure  for  1857  was   ....    Ii.2lO  18    8 
f9  n  1868 129    9    4 

Tba  ov«ffieer  has  14a.  per  week.    The  dark  and  treasurer  Ii.l6  eschi 
besides  the  derk's  business  acoounti 
The  state  of  the  debt,  at  31st  December  1868,  was  aa  follows  :-*^ 

Balance  of  loan, L.17,676    Q   0 

Interest  from  31st  Dec,  1829  to  81st  Dec.  1838, 28 
years,  at  3}  per  cent,  .    L.17,838  12    6 

Payments  to  Slst  Dec. 

1837,  .    L.16,802  13    7 

Remitted  aistDec.  1658,     682  10    6 

16,185    4    0 

1,663    8    6 

Debt  at  31st  Dec.  1888,    .  .    L.19,228    8_6 

There  is  a  toll  of  }d.  on  each  fbot  passenger. 


The  MmUrote  and  Breohin  Tttmpiki  eatenda  to  eight  miles,  with  two 
tolls,  which  ai^  both  let.  ^ 
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The  revenue  for  1856-57  was    ....    L.256    0    0 
„  »        1857-58  .        .        292    0    0 

There  has  been  recently  a  reduction  of  the  rates  about  one-third.    Our 
revenue  has,  in  consequence,  diminished,  but  not  to  the  extent  which    Oeorg^  C. 
might  have  been  anticipated.  i««*—  ■— 

The  expenditure  on  maintenance  and  survejor's  salary  was — 

In  1856-57         .....    L.18»  18    9 
„  1857-58         .         .         ,         .         .         .         281  14     8 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.IO,  and  the  clerk  and  treasurer  L.20. 

There  is  no  debt  upon  the  road.  We  have  a  sum  at  our  credit  in  the 
bank,  amounting,  at  8th  April  1859,  to  L.535,  3s.  lOd.  Our  present 
revenue  is  barely  equal  to  our  expenditure,  but  we  hope^  in  (he  present 
year,  to  be  able  somewhat  to  reduce  the  expenditure. 

This  road  is  not  under  the  general  Forfarshire  A<it,  but  is  vnder  a 
separate  Act  passed  in  1826.  The  Act  has  ezpiredy  but  is  eontinued  tfnder 
the  Annual  Gontinuanoe  Aet.^ 

The  police  and  parliamentary  boondaiies  of  the  bui^h  of  Montrose  are 
eoinddent  The  streets  witiiin  the  ancient  roysltj  are  maintained  o«t  of 
the  police  rates.  The  other  roads  within  the  parliaarantarf  boundary  are 
niaintained  by  the  Turnpike  Trustees.  There  are  no  statute  labour  roads 
within  the  puiiamentsory  boimdary. 

The  present  rate  of  assessment  leviable  in  Montrose,  for  paving,  drain^ 
age,  and  foot  pavement,  is  5d.  per  £.  The  sum,  however,  expended  on 
streets  during  the  last  year  has  been  L.10d,  4s.  8d..,  which  is  Bttle  aofe 
than  Id.  per  £;  but  I  think  this  woidd  be  a  very  lew  average. 


No.  XXyn.  DaM  Gufftfie,  Esq.,  Provost  of  Bredhin,  Examined  :-^ 

The  roads  and  streets  in  the  burgh  of  Brechin  are  maintained  out  of       David 
the  statute  labour  mon^.    Scnne  of  the  turnpikes  come  into  the  town,,  but  Oathrie^  Esq. 
do  not  go  through  it.    The  rate  levied  for  statute  labour  on  householders 
above  L.2,  is  3^.  per  £. 

There  are  three  tolls  situated  very  near  the  town.  Two  of  these  toUs 
dear  one  another.     The  third  one  is  on  a  sepsvate  Trust. 

If  tolb  were  abolished,  I  think  the  inhabitants  of  Brechin  would  prefitr 
to  maintain  the  roads  within  the  parliamentary  boundaries^  to  bemg  in- 
cluded with  the  rest  of  the  county.  There  are  upwards  of  six  miles  of 
road  within  the  parliamentary  boundary.  I  think  that  if  all  property 
were  assessable  for  the  maintenanee  of  the  roadsy  and  a  rate  of  lOs.  to  15s. 
laid  on  horses,  we  should  be  able  to  keep  up  the  streets  and  roads  within 
the  parliamentary  boundaries  at  a  rate  of  assessment  not  maeh  over  what 
is  now  levied  for  statute  labour.  I  am  aware  that  the  streets  generally 
have  been  verv  much  improved  of  late  yesis^  and  a  large  sum  must  have 
been  eipended  upon  them. 

There  is  a  custom  leviable  on  soods  brought  for  sale  within  the  butgl^ 
but  nothing  is  chargeable  on  gooas  passing  ti^ugh  the  burgh.  The  cus- 
tom is  let  annually  for  a  sum  vaiying  from  L.85  to  L.110,  wUeh  goes  to 
the  common  good  of  the  town.  It  includes  ouatom  on  cattle  brought  for 
sale  at  Trinity  Muir  Market,  which  is  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  bnrghb 
although  beyond  its  bounds. 

There  has  been  no  particular  movement  among  the  inhabitants  with 
respect  to  the  abolition  of  tolls.  The  matter  was  discussed  by  the  town 
coimdl  the  other  day,  and  they  were  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  very  de- 
sirable to  get  rid  of  our  present  statute  labour  assessment — which  I  think 
oneaual  and  expensive  in  its  mode  of  ooUsctkiOb— -and  also  to  abolish  tolls 
for  toe  publie  benefit  generally. 
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Po^.       ^®-  XXVni.  David  D.  Black,  Esq.,  Town-Clerk  of  BrechiD,  Examined  :— 

David  D.         ^  concur  in  ProYOst  Guthrie's  evidence.    I  have  been  town-derk  of 
Black,  Esq.    Brechin  for  the  last  thirty-three  jears.    I  can  state,  from  my  own  know- 
ledge, that  considerable  sums  have  been  laid  out  from  the  common  good 
of  the  burgh  in  the  improvement  of  the  streets,  besides  what  has  been  ex- 
pended from  the  statute  labour  money. 
I  am  not  an  advocate  for  the  tax  on  horses. 


No.  XXIX.  CharUt  Witt,  Esq.,  Writer,  Brechin,  Examined  :— 

C.  Will,  Esq.  I  am,  along  with  Mr  Speid,  derk  to  the  Statute  Labour  Roads  in  the 
Brechin  Districtf  which  comprises  18  parishes.  The  roads  are  all  under 
the  same  surveyor.  This  arrangement  has  been  found  to  be  an  improve- 
ment on  the  former  system.  This  arises  from  the  money  being  applied 
at  the  proper  time,  and  with  more  economy  than  formeriy.  The  provision 
in  the  Act  is  adhered  to  as  nearly  as  possible,  whereby  the  money  levied 
in  each  parish  is  expended  withm  that  parish.  The  rate  varies  in  the 
different  parishes,  the  lowest  being  328.,  except  in  Montrose,  where  we 
only  requure  to  make  a  rate  about  once  in  three  years,  and  that  at  248. 
There  are  no  statute  labour  roads  within  the  burgh  boundaries  of  Mon- 
trose, and  the  whole  of  the  statute  labour  money,  although  collected  prin- 
cipally within  the  burgh,  is  expended  without  the  parliamentary  boundaries. 
Tnere  are  but  seven  miles  of  statute  labour  roads  in  the  parish  of  Mon- 
trose. A  farmer  in  the  landward  portion  of  the  parish  of  Montrose  would 
paj  only  8s.  upon  the  L.100  Scots  of  valued  rent,  whereas  a  farmer  in  the 
adjoining  ^arisn  of  Dun  pays  48s. 

I  think  it  would  be  very  desirable  to  levy  the  statute  labour  assessment 
on  the  real  rent.  I  know  of  cases  in  which,  under  the  present  sfystem, 
properties  in  the  same  parish  pay  very  disproportionately  to  the  real  rent. 

I  would  not  wish  to  express  an  opinion  as  to  how  fiir  it  would  be  desir- 
able to  have  a  uniform  rate  over  aU  the  parishes  in  the  district.  In  some 
of  the  Highland  parishes  it  might  operate  inequitably.  Lying  at  the  out- 
ride of  the  district,  parties  resident  in  these  parishes  do  not  use  the  roads 
to  the  same  extent  as  others  in  the  lower  district,  and  should  not,  there- 
fore, be  called  on  to  contribute  to  the  same  extent.  Thdr  farms  are  prin- 
cipally pastoral. 

Besides  its  inequality,  I  think  there  is  a  considerable  expense  attending 
the  collection  of  the  assessment.  The  collector  receives  5  per  cent,  for 
the  town  parishes,  and  3  per  cent,  for  the  others. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  admit  the  tenant  fanners, 
who  pay  a  laige  proportion  of  the  assessment,  into  the  management  of  the 
roads.  There  might  be  a  certain  number  of  them  elected  by  the  other 
tenants  in  the  district.  Such  parties,  from  their  local  knowledge,  would, 
I  think,  be  well  qualified  to  act  as  Trustees. 

There  are  a  good  many  roads  in  the  district  which  are  public  roads,  but 
to  which  statute  labour  money  is  not  applied.  New  roads  are  occarionallt 
taken  on  the  statute  labour  Ust.  This  is  done  after  a  report  by  a  com- 
mittee.   Roads  are  also  occasionally  struck  off  the  list  in  the  same  way. 


No.  XXX,  Thomaa  Napier,  Esq.,  Provost  of  Montrose,  Ejtamijaed  :— 

Thomas  There  are  customs  leviable  in  the  burgh  of  Montrose,  both  on  goods 

Napier,  Esq.  sold  within  the  town,  and  those  coming  in  for  exportation  or  passing 
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through  the  town.     These  are  all  tinder  one  general  table,  and  the       County 
revenue  aridng  from  them  is  paid  into  the  common  good  of  the  burgh.  _  ^ 

When  a  new  street  is  made,  the  roadway  is  formed  out  of  the  funds  be-  **' 

longing  to  the  common  good.    These  are  all  upon  lands  belonging  to  the      ThomAs 
Corporation.    If  the  Corporation  were  not  the  proprietors  of  the  land,  we  Napier,  Esq. 
should  not  make  the  roadway  of  the  new  street. 

When  the  roadway  is  formed  it  is  then  lianded  over  to  the  Com- 
missioners  of  Police,  who  are  bound  to  maintain  it. 

For  the  formation  of  streets  and  drains  for  the  last  two  years,  I  may 
state  the  outlay  at  about  L.120  per  annum,  including  a  portion  of  the 
surveyor's  salary. 

The  tolls  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Montrose  are  such  that  the  com- 
munity have  good  reason  to  complain  of  them.  The  inhabitants  are 
taxed  at  present  in  three  ways — 1st,  By  the  tolls  on  the  turnpike  roads ; 
2nd,  by  the  statute  labour  assessment ;  and  3rd,  by  the  police  assessment. 

In  looking  over  the  whole  accounts  of  the  Police  Commissioners  for  the 
last  two  years,  I  find  that  the  sum  laid  out  on  streets  and  drains  is  L.206 
per  annum ;  and  if  to  this  sum  be  added  a  proportion  of  L.60  a-year  for 
the  surveyor's  salary,  it  will  make  the  annual  expenditure  for  these  two 
years,  L.265.  The  difference  between  my  statement  and  that  of  the 
town-derk  arises  from  his  excluding  the  expense  of  drainage,  which  I  in- 
clude. 

We  are  called  upon  to  pay  besides  this,  a  sum  of  about  L.lOO  a-year  ibr 
statute  labour  money,  for  which  we  receive  no  benefit. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  estimate  the  amount  of  the  burden  that  falls 
upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  burgh  from  the  pontage  on  Montrose  Bridge. 
I  should  say  it  was  not  less  than  one  half  of  the  rental. 

The  contribution  now  made  by  the  inhabitants  in  the  shape  of  other 
tolls,  I  consider  as  comparatively  trifling. 

If  tolls  were  abolished,  I  think  the  inhabitants  of  Montrose  would 
prefer  to  be  assessed,  at  the  common  rate,  with  the  rest  of  the  county,  if 
they  were  relieved  of  their  present  burdens,  and  all  the  roads  without 
the  ancient  royalty. 


No.  XXXI.  James  Oamegie  ArinUhnoU^  Esq.  of  Balnamoon,  Examined : — 

I  am  a  proprietor  in  the  coimty — ^in  the  Brechin  District — and  attend  j^  q^  Arbuth- 
the  Road  meetings,  principally  those  of  the  Statute  Labour  Road  Trus*  *  nott,  Esq. 
tees.     These  roads  have  been  wonderfully  improved  since  they  were  placed 
under  one  surveyor.    We  pav  a  higher  sum  for  the  surveyor ;  but  we  con- 
sider this  is  more  than  saved  by  the  reduction  of  other  expenses,  and  the 
general  benefit  derived  from  his  management. 

I  think  it  would  be  of  very  great  advantage  if  both  turnpike  and 
statute  labour  roads  were  thrown  together,  and  a  general  rate  imposed  for 
their  maintenance. 

I  think  the  county  should  be  divided  into  districts,  but  that  the  rate 
should  be  over  the  whole  county.  I  think  that  a  general  uniform  rate 
would  not  operate  inequitably  as  regards  the  upland  districts,  inasmuch 
as  their  roads  would  probably  be  much  improved ;  the  expenditure  on  the 
roads  in  the  lower  district  must  be  less  now  in  consequence  of  railways ; 
and  the  more  distant  roads  would  get  the  benefit  of  this  reduction,  by  the 
additional  sum  that  would  be  expended  on  them. 

I  was  one  of  the  committee  of  which  Mr  Baimsfather  was  convener, 
and  I  concurred  in  his  views,  if  we  could  manage  to  get  them  carried  out. 
The  proposal  in  the  report  of  that  committee,  to  levy  a  smaller  rate  on 
the  upland  districts,  was  a  concession  in  order  to  prevent  opposition. 
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Coauty  I  oonader  an  asBeasment  on  hones  would  be  objectioiuifale  to  Urmtn ; 

^L         <^d  ™7  o^^  ^^^  ^  ^^^^  ^^^  fairest  way  would  be  an  aflsesament  niinpiy 

**^"*'*       on  lands  and  heritages,  under  the  Valuation  Boll. 

J   Q^  Arbath-     ^  think  it  desirable  that  the  turnpikes  and  statute  labour  roads  should 

sot^  Bsq*    be  all  under  one  management;  and  this  might  be  done  even  though  the 

tolls  were  not  abolished ;  but  I  would  prefer  that  the  tolls  should  be 

abolished  altogether. 


" 


No.  XXXII.  WtUiam  Smith,  Jim,,  Esq.,  West  Drum,  Examined  :— 

William  Smith,     I  am  a  farmer  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Brechin,  and  was  convener  of  a 
Jan.,  Esq.     committee  of  farmers,  who  passed  resolutions  in  1868  on  the  subject  of 
Road  Beform.    I  now  hand  in  a  copy  of  these  resoUitions  :-«- 

At  Brechin,  the  2£th  day  of  May  1858,  the  commdttee  of  tensnt 
fanners  of  the  Eastern  Division  of  For&rshire,  nominated  at  a 
meeting  of  that  bodjr,  held  at  Brechin  on  the  3ni  February  1867i 
to  watch  over  their  mterest  in  any  measure  of  Road  Beform  to  be 
brought  before  Parliament,  having  met,  and  had  under  considen- 
tion  Lord  Elcho's  Bill,  ^*  to  enable  Counties  in  Scotland  to  aU^ 
Tolls  and  Statute  Labour,  and  to  maintain  their  Boads  and 
Bridges  by  Assessment,"  unanimously  approved  of  the  preamble 
of  that  BUI,  and  came  to  the  following  resolutions  ia  regard 
to  it : — 

I.  That  in  the  election  of  representative  members  of  the  County  Road 
Board,  none  but  purely  burghai  parishes  should  be  excluded ;  and  when 
a  parish  is  partly  burghai  and  partly  landward,  the  landward  part  of  it 
should,  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act,  be  conadered  a  parish,  and  have  the 
same  power  of  election  conferred  on  it  as  a  parish  purely  landward  hag 
under  the  Bill ;  and  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  proper  r^resentatioD 
of  rate-payers,  not  only  shall  the  Commissioners  of  Supply,  as  in  the  Bill, 
be  non-eligible,  but  no  one  should  be  eligible  for  election  as  a  representa- 
tive who  pays  less  than  L.200  per  annum  of  rent,  as  provided  for  in  Lord 
Elcho*s  Bill  of  last  vear. 

n.  That  the  Bill,  being  permissive  only,  will  Ml  on  that  account  in 
being  a  satisfactory  measure  |  in  particular,  the  carrying  out  of  section  55, 
whereby  persons  resident  in  a  county  adopting  the  Bill,  ma^  travel 
miles  without  paying  toll  in  any  a^oining  county  not  adopting  it^  will  give 
rise  to  disputes  between  counties  so  situated,  and  seems  a  very  doubaulf 
as  well  as  imperfect,  way  of  compensating  the  county  doin^  away  with  tolls 
for  the  use  which  may  be  made  of  its  roads  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  a^ 
joining  county  stiU  retaining  them ;  and  that,  were  the  Bill  made  com* 
pulsory,  all  such  disputes  would  be  avoided,  and  the  measure  itsdf  would 
be  more  acceptable  to  the  country  generally. 

ILL  That  the  three  modes  of  assessment,  so  divorae  in  their  operation 
as  those  allowed  by  the  Bill,  are  highly  objectionable,  especially  aa  aiTeeCs 
tenant  fiyrmers.  Besides,  according  to  the  second  mode^  assessment  is  not 
to  be  levied  from  a  proprietor  of  any  horse  or  mule  which  shall  not  have 
been  in  such  proprietor's  possession  during  at  least  three  months  of  the 
year  of  assessment — an  espemption  which  seems  to  be  uncalled  for. 

IV.  That,  of  the  three  modes  of  assessment,  the  firsts  whereof  on»-half 
shall  be  laid  on  the  owner,  and  the  other  half  on  the  occupant  of  lands 
and  heritages,  is  the  only  fair  and  equitable  mode  of  assessing  fi>r  the 
general  purposes  of  the  Act,  so  faur  as  the  tenant  farmer  u  concerned ;  and 
in  respect  parties  having  borsea  or  mules  not  employsHd  in  agmiltuiie^ 
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and  using  the  roftds  with  them,  ought  to  bear  a  share  of  the  burden  effeir-      Count  j 
ing  thereto,  provision  should  be  made  for  assessing,  under  proper  dassifi.^      For&r 

cation,  all  horses  and  muJes  whose  owners  are  not  rated  under  lands  and        * 

heritages.  WUHam  Smith, 

V.  That  the  general  assessment  authoarised  bj  pection  31,  shcmld  oolj    Jon^  Aiq. 
be  for  the  maintenance  and  improvement  or  alteration  of  the  public  roadsb 

and  expenses  of  management,  and  not  for  the  making  of  roads ;  and  that 
the  power  conferred  by  section  41,  of  borrowing  money  on  the  credit 
of  future  assessments,  should  be  defined,  by  specifying  for  what  purpose 
the  money  is  to  be  borrowed,  and  by  what  instalments  it  is  to  be  repaid 
out  of  the  future  assessments,  aa  is  done  in  section  2Zy  in  reference  to  the 
payment  of  the  road  debt. 

VI.  That,  if  modified  in  these  objectionable  clauses,  the  Bill  ought  to 
receive  the  support  of  tenant  farmers. 

YH.  That  a  copj  of  these  resolutions  be  transmitted  to  Lord  Elcho 
and  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant,  and  members  of  Parliament  connected  with 
the  county. 

(Signed)       Wii.  Smtts,  J^un.,  C^umrvwm, 

In  the  coimty  of  Kincardine,  all  tenant  farmers  paying  L.300  of  rent 
are  Road  Trustees,  and  this  has  been  found  to  operate  weU.  The  roads 
in  that  county  were  far  in  advance  of  ours  till  withiu  the  last  six  or  seven 
vears,  when  our  roads  were  put  under  one  general  surveyor.  Probably  a 
like  qualification  in  this  county  would  give  too  numerous  a  body.  I  would, 
ther^ore,  have  a  certain  number  elected,  but  possessed,  at  the  same  time, 
of  a  certain  qualification. 

I  think  any  general  measure  should  be  compulsory  and  not  merely  per- 
missive. 

I  am  myself  in  favour  of  the  abolition  of  tolls ;  but  I  do  not  think  we 
could  arrive  at  this  without  some  addition  to  our  present  burden  of 
taxation. 

I  think  it  would  be  most  unjust  that  the  whole  road  rate  should  be 
levied  on  tenant  fimaers.  Even  one-half  would  rather  be  more  than  wc 
DOW  pay. 

As  an  illufltration  of  the  inequality  with  which  the  present  statute 
labour  assessment  falls,  I  may  mention  that,  in  my  own  case,  I  pay  L.d» 
6s.  on  a  rent  of  L.400 ;  whereas  a  neighbour  of  mine,  on  a  similar  rentsl, 
pays  at  least  double ;  and  there  are  many  cases  of  a  similar  kind. 

My  market  town  is  Brechin ;  and  I  think  my  tolls  do  not  cost  me  above 
L.2  per  annum,  as  I  have  a  statute  labour  road  by  which  I  can  get  to 
town. 

I  think  it  would  be  too  favourable  a  bargain  for  the  burghs  (especially 
Brechin),  if  they  were  to  be  aUowed  to  maintain  their  own  roads,  and  to 
be  exempt  from  any  g^nerU  county  assessment. 


No.  XXXIII.  Robert  Henderson  Arkley^  Esq.,  Examined :— - 

I  redde  in  the  county  of  Forfar,  and  have  been  in  the  habit  of  attend-    Kobert  H. 
ing  the  road  meetings,  both  turnpike  and  statute  labour.    I  »m  a  Trus-  ^kley,  Esq. 
tee  on  the  Eastern  Turnpike. 

I  would  be  an  advocate  for  the  abolition  of  tolls  if  the  pontage  on  the 
Montrose  Bridge  were  included,  which  I  think  it  ought  to  be.  I  see  no 
difference  in  principle  between  debt  on  a  bridge  and  debt  on  a  turnpike 
road ;  and  if  the  county  is  to  be  assessed  for  paying  off  the  road  debts,  the 
same  rule  should  be  applied  to  the  bridge  debts. 

I  think  it  would  be  fair  that »  portion  of  the  debt  should  be  borne  by 
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County       the  biii^h  of  Montrose ;  as  if  the  pontage  were  removed,  the  result  would 

w  ^         be  considerably  greater  traffic  into  the  town.    Much  of  the  custom  which 

Forfiur.       ^^^  g^g  ^  Arbroath  would  be  transferred  to  Montrose. 

Robert  H.        Bven  if  tolls  were  not  abolished,  I  think  advantage  would  arise  firom 

Arkley,  Esq.  the  consolidation  of  Trusts,  but  it  would  be  to  a  trifling  extent ;  and  we 

should  not  be  satisfied  with  that  as  a  permanent  reform. 

I  think  the  fairest  mode  of  assessment  in  lieu  of  tolls  would  be  on  the 
real  rent,  leviable  one-half  from  proprietors,  and  the  other  half  from  ten- 
ants, with  a  rate  on  non-agricultural  horses.  We  have  so  large  an 
amount  of  debt  in  this  county  that  it  would  not  be  fair  to  levj  an  assess- 
ment wholly  on  tenants,  who  have  only  a  temporary  interest,  whilst  that 
of  the  proprietors  is  permanent. 

I  think  the  great  bulk  of  the  tenants  would  be  willing  to  pay  an  assess- 
ment  such  as  I  have  mentioned. 

If  the  debt  were  provided  for  by  a  separate  assessment,  I  see  no  reason 
why  the  assessment  for  maintaining  the  roads,  if  combined  with  a  rate  on 
horses,  should  not  be  leviable  on  occupants. 

We  consider  that  on  a  crop  of  potatoes  or  turnips  there  is  a  difference 
between  the  two  ndes  of  the  town,  owing  to  the  pontage,  of  about  16s. 
per  acre. 


WedMiday,  2(»A  July  1829. 


MKMBBBB  PJUE8BNT. 


William  Smythe,  Esq.  I      Sir  Andrew  Orr. 

Right  Hon.  Sir  John  M'Neill.         |     Duncan  McLaren,  Esq. 

MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  XXXIY.  WiXlicm  BoberU,  Esq.,  Town-aeric,  For£sr,  Examined  :— 

William  I  am  clerk  and  treasurer  to  the  Forfiu*  and  Kirriemuir  Turnpike^  which 

Roberts,  £sq.  extends  to  six  miles,  with  two  tolls,  which  are  collected  for  the  Tmstees. 
One  clears  the  other. 

The  revenue  in  1866-67  was 

Less  for  collection. 


L.122  12 
27     6 

8 
0 

96 
114 

6  8 

7  11 

„  1867-68,        ..... 

The  revenue  has  increased  lately;  the  road  having  been  more  used,  in 
consequence  of  the  inconvenience  of  the  hours  of  the  railway  trains,  which 
does  not  therefore  carry  off  so  much  of  the  traffic  as  it  would  otherwise  do. 

The  cost  of  maintenance  in  1866-67,  .  L.  43  13  10 

„  „  1867-68,      ...  61     1     8 

There  is  no  surveyor.    The  derk  has  L.IO. 

The  debt  at  present  amounts  to  about  L.  1,600.  The  road  was  origi- 
nally a  statute  labour  road,  and  was  made  turnpike  in  1841.  The  origi- 
nal cost  was  raised  by  a  loan,  on  the  personal  security  of  a  committee  of 
gentlemen  not  immediatelv  connected  with  the  property  in  the  district. 
These  parties  were  shareholders  in  the  Arbroath  and  Forfar  Railway,  who 
made  the  road  to  aot  as  a  feeder  to  their  line,  the  Midland  Railway  not 
having  then  been  made. 

The  difference  between  the  original  and  present  amount  of  the  debt 
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(L.000)  has  been  paid  ofi^  together  with  4  per  cent,  interest.  Since  the  County 
Kirriemuir  Railway  was  opened,  we  have  had  a  small  surplus  revenue  ap-  VorLr. 
plicable  to  payment  of  debt,  and  the  interest  has  been  regfularly  paid.  ' 

The  loan  still  stands  at  L.1,660;  but  against  this  we  have  in  Bank       William 
about  L.160.  Boberts,  Esq. 

The  inequality  of  the  statute  labour  assessment  in  the  county  of  Forfar 
18,  in  my  opinion,  iniquitous,  especially  in  those  parishes  where  there  are 
burghs.  A  disproportionate  share  of  the  assessment  is  levied  on  tiie  in- 
habitants of  burglus  as  compared  with  the  landward  districts — the  assess- 
ment being  on  real  rent  in  burghs,  and  on  valued  rent  in  the  county.  I 
think  the  assessment  should  be  levied  on  the  real  instead  of  the  valued 
rent. 

I  am  decidedly  in  &vonr  of  a  general  assessment  in  lieu  of  tolls,  accord- 
ing to  the  Valuation  BoU.  The  only  difficulty,  as  far  as  I  see,  is  how  to 
dttl  with  the  debts.  The  burden  of  the  debts  should  perhans,  in  the  first 
instance,  be  thrown  on  the  landlords ;  and  I  am  satisfied  that  the  debts 
look  more  formidable  than  they  would  prove  if  valued. 
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XXI.  COUNTY  OF  ABERDEEN. 


Coanty 


Aberdeen,  Mondt^^  IStA  June  1859. 

MEMBERS  FBESENT. 

William  Smjthe,  Esq.  |      Right  Hon.  Sir  John  M'Neill. 

MR  SMYTHB  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


Aberdeen.  ^^'  ^*  Newell  Burnett^  Esq.,  Advocate,  Aberdeen,  Examined : — 

Newell  I  am  general  clerk  to  the  Road  Trustees  in  tbe  county  of  Aberdeen. 

Bornetti  Esq.  The  existing  Turnpike  Act  for  the  county  is  dated  in  1842,  and  comprises 
all  the  roads  in  the  county,  with  the  exception  of  the  Inverury  and  For- 
gue  Road,  and  the  Strichen  and  Fraserburgh  Road.  These  two  roads 
were  not  contemplated  in  1821,  when  the  Act  which  expired  in  1842  was 
passed.  The  date  of  the  Act  under  which  these  two  Trusts  are  constituted 
is  1837.  The  qualification  for  Trustees  is  a  property  qualification.  Sub- 
scribers to  the  extent  of  L.100  or  upwards,  are  entitled  to  act  as  Trustees 
on  the  lines  of  road  for  which  their  subscriptions  have  been  given.  The 
general  body  of  Trustees  meet  twice  a-year,  and  the  committees  for  the 
different  Trusts  were  appointed  by  them  at  the  first  statutory  meeting 
after  the  passing  of  the  Act.  Unless  a  Trustee  is  thus  specially  appointed, 
he  cannot  act  for  any  particular  Trust.  The  committees  of  each  particular 
Trust  have  to  report  their  accounts  to  the  general  meeting  at  Michael- 
mas.    Questions  of  appeal  very  seldom  come  up ;  1  do  not  remember  any. 

The  statute  labour  roads  are  regulated  by  an  Act  passed  in  1800,  which 
was  a  perpetual  Act  as  regards  the  statute  labour  roads ;  but  was  con- 
tinued only  for  21  years  as  to  the  turnpike  roads. 

I  may  mention,  that  there  is  also  another  road,  constituted  under  a 
separate  Act  of  Parliament  passed  about  three  years  ago,  which  has  not 
yet  been  completed,  though  very  nearly  so.  It  is  to  extend  from  Aboyne 
to  the  Spittal  of  Glenshee  Road,  by  Braemar.  No  tolls  have  yet  been 
levied  on  it.  The  funds  for  makmg  the  road  have  been  provided  by  tbe 
proprietors  in  the  district. 

I  am  also  clerk  and  treasurer  to  several  of  the  District  Trusts. 

1.  Bridge  of  Dee  Turnpike. — There  is  1  mile  4  furlongs  of  this  road. 
The  toll-bar  has  now  been  removed  from  this  road,  and  it  is  upheld  by 
contributions  from  the  Skene,  the  Deeside,  and  the  Inyerunr  Trusts.  The 
Skene  Trust  contributing  L.IO,  the  Deeside  L.20,  and  the  Inverury  Trust 
whatever  balance  may  be  required. 

Theexpenseof  repairs  in  1856-579  was  L.51  14    2 

„  1857-58,  .  71     6  10 
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The  smreyor  has  308.,  and  the  clerk  L.5,  50.    The  original  cost  of  con-  Connty 

stmcting  the  road  had  been  paid  off,  and  the  toll  was  remoyed  in  pur-  axJ'^ 

aaance  of  an  enactment  in  the  Statute  of  1842.  Aberdeen. 

2.  The  Inurwry  Road  extends  to  1  S^Jmiles,  with  three  tolls,  which  are  let.  Kewetl 
The  revenue  for  1866-67,  was         .                        L.718    1    4  Burnett,  B«q. 

M  1867-68,  ...  642    0    0 

The  expense  of  maintenance^  including  surveyor's 'salary,  was 

For  1866-67, L.419  13    9 

1867-68 407  16    6 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.46,  and  the  clerk's  L.26.  Besides  this  ex- 
penditure, we  pay  annually  from  the  revenue  of  this  road,  certain  sums  as 
compositions  to  other  Trusts,  viz,— 

For  1866-67,  to  the  Old  Meldrum  Trust,      .       L.96    0    0 
M  „       Bridge  of  Dee  do.,        .  40    0    0 

„  „       Qardensmill     do.,        •  60    0    0 

L.196    0    0 

For  1867-68,  to  the  Old  Meldrum  Trust,  L.96    0    0 

„  ,9      Bridge  of  Dee   do.,      •  60    0    0 

„  n      Gardensmill       do.,  60    0    0 

L.206    0    0 

The  Qardensmill  Boad  is  a  continuation  of  the  line  of  the  Invemry 
Road  from  Bridge  of  Don  at  Invemry.  The  debt  on  the  Invemry  Trust 
baa  been  all  paid  off,  and  there  is  L.3,600  on  hand,  which  is  invested  in 
debenture  of  the  Great  North  of  Scotland  Railway.  The  rate  of  tolls 
was  reduced  in  1862,  and  the  Trustees  contemplate  a  still  further  re- 
duction. The  revenue  of  the  road  has  materially  suffered  from  the  rail«- 
way,  which  runs  nearly  j^arallel  to  it.  The  railway  was  opened  in  Sep- 
tember 1864.  I  hand  m  a  state  showing  the  rents  of  the  toll-bars  m 
Aberdeenahire  for  five  years  to  May  1868,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  toll  revenue  of  this  Trust  has  fallen  from  L.1,602  in  1864»  to  L.642 
in  1868. 

3.  The  OldMelehrum  Turnpike  extends  to  14  miles  1  furlong  147  yards 
with  two  toll-bars,  which  are  let. 

The  revenue  for  1866-67,  indnding  composition  of  L.96  frt>m 

the  Invemry  Road,  was        ....      L.360    4    0 

„  1867-68,        ....         333    0    0 

The  expense  of  maintenance,  indnding  smrvey^nr^B  salaiy,  was 

For  1866-67, L.168    0    7 

1867-68, 132    2    4 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.20,  and  the  clerk's  L.ia 

The  debt  on  this  road  amounted  at  Whitsunday  1868, 

to L.19,104    1     7 

The  original  amount  of  subscriptions  for  construciiaii 

of  the  road,  was  ....    L.8,039    0    0 
There  was  also  borrowed  L.1,760  of 

a  preferable  nature,  which  baa 

been  paid  off. 
The  amount  of  the  balance  is  entirely 

composed  of  accumulations  of  in« 

terest  and  compound  interest,  a- 

moontingto       ....      11,066    1    7 

L.]  9,104    1    7 
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Conoty  At  the  two  several  periods  of  1821  and  1842,  when  the  Acts  were  re- 

Ah  ^d  newed,  the  interest  then  due  was  added  to  the  principal  debt.     There 

^^  ^^°'     were  about  65  original  subscribers  to  this  road,  who  were  principallj  pro- 

Newell       prietors,  or  their  tenants,  in  the  district.    No  interest  has  been  paid  on 

Bnraett,  Esq.  the  subscription  debt  for  the  last  15  years,  and  the  last  payment  was  a 

very  small  dividend. 

4.  The  Fyvie  Turnpike  extends  to  7  miles  6  furlongs  and  73  yards, 
with  one  toll.     It  is  a  continuation  of  the  Old  Meldrum  Road. 

The  revenue  for  1856-57,  including  a  composition  from  the 

Turriff  Road,  was L.222    6    4 

„  1867-68,     .         .         .  163  17     7 

The  expense  of  maintenance,  including  surreyor's  salary, 

For  1856-57,  was L.123  11  11 

1857-58,  114    2     6 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.5,  and  the  clerk's  L.5,  58. 

The  debt  at  Whitsunday  1858,  was       .        .        .         L.5,909    8    7 
Of  which  the  amount  of  original  subscriptions 

was, L.1,706    0    0 

Preferable  debt,  which  has  all 
been  paid  off,    Ll,198    0    0 
The  whole  of  the  balance  is 
made  up  of  accumulated  in- 
terest, being  4,203    8    7 

L.5,909    8    7 

The  subscribers  were,  as  in  the  preceding  case,  parties  connected  with 
the  locality,  and  assignations  of  the  tolls  were  duly  made  to  them  in  terms 
of  the  Act  in  security  of  their  debt.  We  hare  been  enabled  to  pay  in- 
terest for  the  years  1856-57,  and  1857-68,  at  2  per  cent,  on  the  sum  that 
was  accumulated  as  capital  in  1842,  and  which  amounts  to  L.4,329, 
lis.  5d. 

5.  The  EUon^  Peterhead,  and  Fraserburgh  Twn^nke  extends  to  52^ 
miles,  with  nine  tolls,  all  let. 

The  rerenue  for  1856*57,  was  L.2,407  16    0 

„  1857-58,  .  2,370  12    6 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1856-57, 

was L.1,343    0    1 

„  „  1857^8,  1,345    4    7 

The  surveyor's  salaiy  is  L.56,  and  the  clerk's  L.45. 

The  debt,  at  Whitsunday  1858,  amounted  to  .  L.76,215  13    3 

Whereof — Original  subscriptions,     .  L.l  1,934    8    6 

(Besides  which,  there  was 
of  preferable  subscrip- 
tion,    .  L.7,771    4    3 

And  bor- 
rowed on 
annuity,       4,800    0    0 

Both  of  which  sums  have 
been  paid  off.) 

The  whole  of  the  remain- 
ing balance  consists  of 
unpaid  interest  accum- 
ulated, 64,281    4    9 

L.76,215  13    3 
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In  1821  and  1842  interest  vas  accuiiralated»  and  the  prindpal  debt       County 


of 
Aberdeen. 


stood  at  tbe  latter  period,  at L.43,726  17  10 

Arrears  of  interest  since  accrued,  aa  at  Whitsunday  

1858,       ..--....  32,866  18    6       i^ewen 

Interest  declared  payable^  but  not  cfiUed  for  131  16  II  Burnett,  Esq. 

L.76,215  13    3 

For  tbe  last  two  years,  since  the  preferable  debt  was  extinguished, 
we  haye  been  enabled  to  pay  interest  at  2  per  cent,  on  the  debt,  as  accum- 
ulated in  1842.  A  good  many  sales  of  debt  on  this  road  have  taken  place. 
The  Aberdeen  Insurance  Company  acquired  a  subscription  of  L. 6,881, 
8s.  8d.,  and  another  of  L.4,414,  Ss.  3d.,  several  years  ago. 

There  is  a  railway  in  contemplation  (the  Formartine  and  Buchan), 
which,  when  extended  to  Peterhead  and  Fraserburgh,  will  be  likely  mate- 
rially to  diminish  the  revenue  of  the  road. 

6.  The  Skene  Turnpike  extends  to  I7i  miles,  with  three  tolls,  which  are 
let. 

The  revenue  for  1856-57,  was         .        .  L.862  12    0 

„  1857-58,        .  .  861  14    0 

The  expense  of  maintenance,  including  surveyor's  salary,  was 

For  1856-67, L.352    7  10 

1857-58, 429  10    0 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.23,  and  that  of  the  clerk  L.15. 

The  debt,  at  Whitsunday  1858,  was  L.4,842    1    2 

This  consists  of— 

Original  subscriptions,  .    L.4,702    6  10 

The  balance,  consistmg  of  accum- 
ulated interest,  130  14    4 

L.4,842     1    2 

We  have  been  enabled  to  pay  interest  at  5  per  cent,  on  this  debt,  and 
also  to  pay  off  a  portion  of  the  principal ;  out  in  consequence  of  the 
opening  of  the  Alford  Valley  Railway,  the  revenue  for  the  current  year 
has  considerably  fietllen  off,  and  we  are  not  likely  to  be  able  to  continue  to 
pay  interest  at  5  per  cent,  after  the  present  year.  On  this  road,  as  on 
all  the  others,  interest  is  calculated  at  5  per  cent.  There  have  been 
sales  of  the  debt  on  this  road.  The  Northern  Assurance  Company  ac- 
quired a  subscription  of  L.140, 4s.  4d.  some  years  ago. 

7.  The  Deeeide  Turnpike  extends  to  13^  miles,  with  three  tolls,  which 
are  let. 

The  revenue  for  1856-57,  was 

„  1857-58,  .         . 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1856-57,  was 
„  „  1867-58, 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.16,  and  that  of  the  clerk  L.16. 

The  debt,  at  Whitsunday  1858,  was    .        .  .     L.3,735  16  3 

Whereof— Original  Subscriptions,       .   L.  2,606    0    0 
The  balance  consisting  of  ac- 
cumulated interest, .  1,130  16    3 

L.d,736  16  3 

Although  the  Deeside  Railway  runs  parallel  to  this  road  for  its  entire 
length,  we  have  been  able  to  pay  5  per  cent,  interest  on  the  debt  as  ae- 
cumvdated  in  1842,  and  a  portion  of  the  prindpal  also.    Transferences  of 

2n 
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County      the  debt  of  this  road  have  been  made  to  a  considerable  extent.    The 

k\^  nibscriptiona  are  considered  worth  par.    The  main  revenue  is  derived 

Aberdaen.     ^^  ^^^  toll-bar  next  to  Aberdeen,  whidi  is  but  little  affected  by  the  rail- 

NeweH       way.    The  upper  part  of  the  road,  on  which  there  is  comparatively  little 

Bv^etl^  Ei|q.  traffic,  is  maintained  in  repair  at  small  expense. 

The  gross  revenue  of  the  road  has  diminished  nearly  one-half  in  con- 
sequence of  the  railway. 

8.  Hie  CkarUgton  TumpHe  extends  to  16  miles  6  furlongs  and  120 
yards,  with  three  tolls,  which  are  let. 

The  revenue  for  1866-67,  was         .  L.653    8    0 

„  1867-68,  ...  788    0    0 

* 

The  revenue  of  this  road  has  increased  rerj  much  since  the  formation 
of  the  Deeside  Railway  to  Banchory,  near  which  point  the  turnpike  com- 
mences ;  but  when  the  railway  is  extended  to  Aboyne,  where  the  turnpike 
terminates,  the  revenue  will  no  doubt  be  materially  diminished ;  although 
the  first  toll-bar  on  the  road  being  close  to  the  village  of  Banchory,  it  is 
probable  there  will  still  be  a  considerable  revenue  from  it. 

The  expense  of  maintenance,  including  surveyor's  salary,  was 

For  1866-67 L.290  11     2 

1867-68, 319    8    8 

The  Borveyoi's  salary  is  L.12,  and  that  of  the  clerk  L.10. 

The  debt,  at  Whitsunday  1868,  was  .  .    L16,760    7     0 

Whereof— Original  subscriptions,     .    L.2,196    0    0 
The  whole  of  the  balance 
consists  of  accumulated 
mterest  at  6  per  cent.    .     13,666    7    0 

L.16,760    7    0 

The  whole  of  the  preferable  debt  was  paid  off  two  years  ago,  and  since 
then  there  has  been  paid  to  account  of  mterest  6  per  cent,  for  1867-68, 
and  6|  per  cent,  for  1868-69,  which  is  calculated  upon  the  sum  accumu- 
lated in  1842,  amounting  to  L.8,864,  6s.  9d.  Many  of  these  debts  have 
dutnged  hands  within  the  last  four  or  five  years. 

9.  The  LcmgMe  Turnpike  extends  to  12  miles,  with  three  tolls,  all  let. 

The  revenue  for  1866-67,  was  L.637    7    0 

„  1857-68,  .  .  668    0    6 

The  expense  of  maintenance,  including  surveyor's  sakry,  was 

For  1866-67 I-«328    6    6 

1867-68, 376  18    4 

The  surveyor  has  L.10,  and  the  derk  L.IO. 

The  debt,  at  Whitsunday  1868,  was  .        .  .    L.19,004  12    8 

Whereo^Original  subscriptions,      .  L.2,913  10    0 
Money  borrowed  on  the 
personal  security  of  some 
of  the  Trustees,  amount-  I 

ingto     .  L.3,600    0    0 
Less   paid 
off  2,900    0    0 

700    0    0 

The  balance,  being  accumu- 
lated interest  at  6  per 
cent,      ....     16,391    2    a 

L.19,004  12    8 
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No  interest  has  been  paid  on  the  original  debt,  or  upon  tbat  debt  as  County 

accumulated  in  1821  and  1842.    Any  sarplns  has  been  applied  towards  ^^ 

payment  of  interest  and  capital  of  the  preferable  debt  or  borrowed  money.  Aberdeen. 

I  am  not  aware  that  any  of  the  original  subscriptions  hare  been  sold  or  5ewcl! 

transferred.  Burnetlk  Bsq. 

10.  The  Udny  2humpih$  extends  to  11  miles  5  furlongs  and  211  yards, 
with  two  tolls,  both  let. 

The  rcTcnue  in  1856-67,  was  .  L.226    8    0 

„  1857-58,  .        .  226  13    0 

The  expense  of  maintenance  fbr  1856^57,  was  128  10    3 

„  •    „  1857-58,  111  19    2 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.ll,  and  the  clerk's  L.IO. 

The  debt,  at  Whitsunday  1858,  was   .        .        .        .    L.d,174    5    0 
Whereof — Original  subscriptions,  L.2,585    0    0 

The  remainder  consists  of 
accumulated  interest,    .       3,589    5    0 

L.6,174    5    0 

On  the  debt,  as  accumulated  in  1842,  amounting  to  L.4,157, 18s.  9d., 
interest  has  been  paid  for  the  two  last  years  at  2  per  cent., — ^the  cQffer* 
ence  of  3  per  cent,  in  each  of  these  years  being  shown  as  in  anrear.  Two 
of  these  debts  have  been  acquired  by  the  Scottish  Provincial  Insuranoe 
Company,  Aberdeen. 

11.  Tne  Newburgh  Turnpike  extends  to  11  miles  1  furlong  and  209 
yards,  with  two  tolls,  which  are  let. 

The  revenue  for  1856-57  was  L.127    0    0 

„  1857-58,  ...  84    0    0 

The  expense  of  nuuntenanee,  including  surveyor's  salary^  was 

For  1866-57, L.101    5  10 

1857-58, 80    1  10 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.10,  and  that  of  the  derk  L.5,  58. 

The  debt,  as  at  Whitsunday  1858,  amounted  to  •    L.11,971  18    0 

Whereof— Original  subscriptions,     .  L.  1,907  13  0 
Preferable  do.,  of  which 

there  remains  unpaid,  .         572  10  0 
The  remainder  consists  of 

accumulated  interest,    .      9,491  15  0 

L.11,971  18    0 

The  revenue  has  been  falling  off,  and  has  not,  during  the  last  three 
or  four  years^  been  sufficient  to  pay  any  interest,  even  on  the  preferable 
debt.  Last  year,  the  revenue  was  insufficient  even  to  pay  the  expense  of 
repairs.  The  road  is  consequently  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  state  of  repair, 
and  unless  funds  are  forthcoming  from  some  source  or  other,  it  will  get 
gradually  worse.    There  have  been  some  transfers  of  the  debts  on  this  road. 

12.  The  Sheelagrten  Turnpike  extends  to  11  miles  4  furlongs  and  83 
yards,  with  two  tolls,  which  are  let. 

The  revenue  fbr  1866-57,  was         .        .        .        L.136    0    0 
„  1857-58,        ....  112    0    0 

The  expense  of  maintenance,  indnding  surveyor's  salary,  was 

For  1856-57, L.77  15    8 

1857-58, 60    7    1 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.5,  and  the  clerk's  L.5,  5s. 
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Conntj 

of 

Aberdeen. 

Newell 
Burnett,  Eiq. 


The  debt,  at  Whitsunday  1868,  was  .        .  .    L.6,894  18    0 

Whereof— Original  subscriptions,       .  L.2,436  0    0 

Preferable  do.,  Wtill  due     .         756  6  11 
The  remainder  being  ac- 
cumulated interest, .               3,704    7    1 

■  L.6,894  13    0 

Interest  on  the  preferable  debt  is  regularly  paid.  I  hare  no  reason  to 
anticipate  any  material  diminution  of  the  revenue. 

13.  The  Rctemair  and  Lwnphanan  7\«rnpti(9  extends  to  17  miles  1  fur- 
long and  22  yards,  with  three  tolls,  which  are  let. 

The  revenne  for  1866-67,  was         .        .        .        L.177    0    0 
„  1867-68,  ...  177    0    0 

The  expense  of  maintenance,  including  surreyor's  salary,  was 

For  1866-57, 

1867-68,     •        .  ... 

The  surreyor^s  salary  is  L.5,  and  the  clerk^s  L.8,  Ss. 
The  debt,  at  Whitsunday  1858,  was 
Whereof — Original  subscriptions,     . 
Preferable  do.,  still  due  . 
The  remainder  consists  of 
accumulations  of  interest 
at  5  per  cent,  on  these 
two  debts, 


L.70  14 
72    4 


9 
6 


L.1,847    0    3 
2,983    9    1 


L.11,653  14    9 


6,823     5     5 


L.11,653  14    9 


Interest  was  paid  in  1857-68  at  4  per  cent,  on  the  preferable  debt, 
and  the  previous  year  at  3  per  cent.  No  interest  has  ever  been  paid  on 
the  original  debt.  This  road  will  be  injuriously  affected  by  the  extension 
of  the  Deeside  Railway  from  Banchory  to  Aboyne. 

I  am  clerk  to  the  General  Commutation  Trustees  of  the  Oounfy,  which, 
under  the  Statute  of  1800,  is  divided  into  nine  districts,  having  each  a  se- 
parate clerk.  Each  district  comprises  a  certain  number  of  parishes. 
Except  in  the  case  of  the  town  of  Abotleen  District,  the  qualification  is 
nearlv  the  same  as  that  of  the  Turnpike  Trustees  of  the  county.  The 
stated  general  meetings  of  Trustees  take  place  at  the  same  time  as  those 
of  the  Turnpike  Trustees. 

The  Alford  Boad^  and  BallaUr  Bridge  and  approaches,  are  the  only 
roads  or  bridges  in  the  county  of  Aberdeen,  whicn  are  under  the  High- 
land Roads  and  Bridges  Commissioners.  There  are  no  tolls  on  them. 
One-fourth  of  the  expense  of  repair  and  maintenance  is  defrayed  by  the 
Commissioners,  and  the  remaining  three-fourths  by  the  county  of  Aber- 
deen, by  an  assessment  levied  over  the  whole  county  on  the  landowners.  It 
is  paid  out  of  the  rogue  money,  which  is  levied  according  to  the  real  rent. 

Bridge  Money. — ^The  sum  levied  for  bridge  money  is  10s.  on  each 
L.100  Scots  of  valued  rent,  and  amounts  to  alM>ut  L.81, 6s. 

The  only  obstacle  that  I  see  to  the  roads  in  the  different  Trusts  being 
consolidated,  as  respects  their  revenues,  is,  the  eustence  of  thesubscriptioD 
debts.  Several  of  the  roads  are  under  the  same  surveyor.  In  fact,  there 
are  only  ten  surveyors  in  the  county  for  the  turnpike  roads.  Four  of 
these  have  also  charge  of  certain  portions  of  the  statute  labour  roads. 

Looking  to  the  whole  roads  under  my  charge,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the 
effect  of  railways  generally  will  be  to  diminidi  the  revenues,  and,  except 
in  the  case  of  the  roads  having  toll-bars  near  Aberdeen,  and  perhaps  one 
or  two  of  the  others,  to  diminish  the  revenues  to  an  extent  greater  than 
the  reduction  of  expense  of  maintenance  caused  by  the  reduced  traffic.  I 
am  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  the  security  held  by  the  road  creditors  is, 
generally  spealdng,  one  which  is  decreasing  in  value. 
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STATE  of  Rents  of  the  Toll-Ban  on  the  Turnpike  Roads  in  Aberdeenshire, 
for  the  10  Years  preceding  the  26th  of  May  1858. 


(Taken  from 

I  Printed  States  handed 

in  by 

Mr  Burnett.) 

Bents  for  Year 

ENDINO  26th  liAY. 

Bo  ADS. 

1849. 

1860. 
£ 

1861. 

1862. 

1863. 

1864. 

1866. 

1866. 

1867. 

1868. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Bridge  of  I)ee,i    . 

•  •• 

*•• 

•  •• 

... 

•  «• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

... 

•  •• 

... 

Inveniry,*  •     .    . 

2,066 

2,008 

2,022 

1,649 

1,490 

1,602 

1,167 

886 

707 

642 

GardensmiU,^  .    . 

610 

670 

692 

608 

692 

686 

292 

130 

116 

109 

Hiintiy,*     .    .    . 

919 

872 

881 

899 

906 

826 

791 

812 

669 

619 

Old  Meldrum,'  *  . 

861 

867 

386 

297 

408 

409 

898 

800 

246 

238 

Pyvie,    .... 

132 

140 

148 

168 

163 

146 

131 

126 

161 

137 

Turrifff  .... 

749 

806 

770 

887 

826 

828 

826 

760 

795 

901 

Ellon,  Peterhead,) 
and  Fiaoerburgb,  j 

1,716 

1,724 

1,880 

1,966 

1,862 

1,782 

2,009 

1,888 

1,940 

1,917 

Skene,    .... 

1,111 

1,090 

1,161 

1,210 

1,162 

1,134 

1,088 

967 

769 

769 

Alford,   .... 

289 

298 

270 

294 

298 

262 

238 

220 

244 

287 

EchtandMidmar, 

866 

368 

879 

879 

818 

292 

278 

246 

229 

202 

Tarland,     .    .    . 

60 

47 

47 

47 

40 

40 

41 

40 

26 

26 

Deeeide,*    .    .    . 

1,018 

924 

1,080 

1,088 

1,086 

779 

646 

612 

464 

426 

Charlestown,' .    . 

864 

814 

418 

398 

427 

427 

600 

664 

498 

602 

Longside,    .    .    . 

467 

622 

616 

684 

670 

622 

476 

470 

616 

646 

New  PitsUgo, .    . 

26 

26 

26 

26 

47 

47 

46 

60 

40 

40 

Bacban, .... 

268 

227 

256 

264 

269 

284 

242 

240 

263 

260 

Cortiebraef .    .    . 

871 

376 

868 

346 

863 

337 

879 

862 

879 

869 

Boyndie,     .    .    . 
Udny,     .... 
NeWbuigh,      .    . 

190 

196 

227 

244 

216 

160 

170 

199 

170 

211 

220 

286 

188 

221 

206 

178 

197 

164 

141 

IK 

176 

169 

190 

176 

189 

186 

187 

161 

127 

84 

Sheelagreen,   .    . 

146 

180 

186 

147 

188 

149 

129 

120 

136 

112 

Strichen,     .    .    . 

44 

60 

46 

46 

46 

48 

47 

62 

67 

6( 

Bbynie,  .... 

296 

266 

249 

282 

266 

236 

262 

246 

199 

218 

Donaide,     .    .    . 

812 

267 

272 

267 

267 

264 

279 

249 

260 

267 

Inaoh   and  West) 
Fondland,^  .    .> 

206 

223 

201 

166 

178 

176 

122 

92 

116 

96 

Kinnethmont,*    . 

101 

96 

91 

96 

96 

100 

81 

26 

46 

80 

Raemoir      and    \ 
Lnmphanan,    .j 

164 

189 

167 

170 

158 

186 

142 

180 

177 

177 

Kintore  and  Alford, 

178 

178 

219 

229 

221 

206 

177 

216 

221 

287 

Corgarff,     .    .    . 

46 

46 

40 

40 

30 

80 

86 

80 

80 

80 

Inirerury     and    > 
Forgue,* .    .    .  ' 

466 

420 

442 

478 

622 

497 

390 

880 

888 

243 

Strichen      and    1 
Fraserburgh,    .j 

167 

147 

166 

142 

180 

166 

167 

160 

160 

187 

Kemnay,'  .    .    . 
Total  Bents  of  Ban, 

... 

•  •• 

■  •• 

•  ■  • 

•  •• 

•  ■• 

•  •• 

20 

91 

140 

18,682 

18,191 

18,806 

18,689 

18,460 

12,840 

11,771 

10,814 

10,826 

10,176 

Aatef.~L  There  is  no  toll-bar  on  the  Bridge  of  Dee  Boad,  the  expense  of  maintaining  that 
road  being  de^yed,  in  terms  of  the  Turnpike  Act  for  Aberdeenshire,  out  of  the 
funds  of  ttie  Skene,  Deeside,  and  Inyerury  Trusts;  the  Skene  coijitributing  L 10 
per  annum,  the  Deeside  L.20,  and  the  Inyeroiy  whatever  balance  may  be  required, 

2.  The  whole  debt  affecting  the  Inverury  Trust  having  been  naid  off,  a  reduction  of 
one-third  was  made,  in  the  year  1852,  on  the  rates  of  toll  duty  leviable  at  the 
several  bars  on  that  road. 

8.  The  traffic  on  the  Old  Meldrom  Boad  was  partially  interrupted  during  the  year 
1862,  in  consequence  of  the  rebuilding  of  the  bridge  over  the  Don  at  Dyce,  in  the 
autumn  of  that  year. 

4.  The  Ghreat  North  of  Scotland  Bailway  was  opened  in  the  month  of  September 
1864. 

6.  The  Deeside  Bailway  was  opened  In  the  month  of  September  1868. 

6.^Tbe  Kemnay  Boad  was  opened  for  traffic  in  the  month  of  October  1866. 


County 

of 

AberaeMia 

Newell 
Burnett,  Esq. 
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County 

of 

Aberdeen.  No.  II.   William  Innes,  Esq.  of  Raemoir,  Examined : — 

W.  Iniief,£eq.  I  am  a  proprietor  in  Aberdeenahire^  and  am  speciaUy  uitereBted  in  the 
Baemoir  and  Lumnhauan  Tampike.  I  subscribed  a  considerable  propor- 
tion of  the  original  subscriptions  to  make  the  roads,  and  I  also  adranced 
the  whole  of  the  preferable  subscriptions. 

A  large  arrear  of  interest  is  due  on  the  preferable  debt,  and  the  whole 
of  the  principal.  The  extension  of  the  Deeside  Railway  will  almost  ex- 
tingmsh  the  traffic  and  the  revenue.  The  only  possible  way  to  keep  up 
the  reyenue  would  be  by  barricading  the  railway  stations  with  turnpike 
gates,  which  I  would  very  much  deprecate. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  railways  hare  so  completely  superseded  the  through 
traffic  on  the  roads — not  to  mention  the  heavy  amount  of  debt  previously 
aifecting  these  roods — ^that  some  new  arrangement  is  absolutely  necessary. 
The  turnpike  roads  are  becoming  daily  of  less  importance,  whust  the  cross 
and  district  roads  are  becoming  proportionably  of  more  importanee.  I 
think  a  composition  and  settlement  should  be  made  with  the  road  'creditors^ 
and  the  system  of  raising  revenue  by  tolls  should  be  abandoned.  If  not 
so  abandoned,  the  tolls  would  necessurily  require  to  be  extended  to  all  the 
cross  roads»  which  would  be  very  unpopular.  It  has  been  said,  that  the 
most  equitable  principle  is  that  the  parties  who  use  the  road  should  pay 
for  it.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  toll  system  does  not  secure  this  result^  as 
the  toll-bars  cannot  be  placed  in  such  situations  as  to  make  the  incide&ee 
of  the  charge  equitable.  Individuals  pay  in  very  diiferent  proportions  to 
the  use  made  by  them  of  the  roads. 

The  tolls  in  Aberdeenshire  are  particularly  oppressive,  as  they  are  kept 
up  at  the  maximum  rates  at  whidi  they  were  fixed  in  1797.  The  result 
of  this  is,  that  the  traffic  is  impeded  by  the  high  rates  on  roads  whidi 
were  formed  for  facilitating  the  traffic.  In  &ct,  the  tenants  do  not  use 
the  roads  so  much  as  it  would  be  desirable  for  them  to  do. 

My  view  is,  that  the  whole  community  benefit  by  the  roads,  whether 
they  may  make  a  direct  use  of  them  or  not. 

tn  lieu  of  tolls,  I  would  propose  a  rate  upon  lands  and  heritages,  under 
the  New  Valuation  Act,  and  payable  by  the  proprietors,  from  whom  it 
would  be  more  easily  and  cheaply  collected,  with  a  recourse  against  the 
occupants,  if  necessary. 

As  the  tendency  at  present  is  to  admit  occupants  to  a  share  of  the 
management,  it  might  be  necessary  to  admit  some  of  the  occupants  into 
a  share  of  the  management  of  the  funds  contributed  by  them, 

I  think  a  rate  on  horses  woM  give  rise  to  a  great  deal  of  complexity 
and  dissatisfaction. 

During  the  last  twelve  or  fifteen  years,  great  progress  has  been  made  in 
this  county  in  improving  the  statute  labour  roads.  These  are  now  im- 
proving, whilst  the  tampike  roads  are  deteriorating.         « 

Instead  of  raising  money  as  formerly  for  the  making  of  new  isommuta- 
tion  roads,  care  is  now  taken  that  the  whole  money  is  laid  out  on  repairs, 
to  which,  indeed,  it  is  intended  to  be  applicable. 

Supposing  the  turnpike  and  statute  labour  roads  were  maintained  by 
assessment  io  lieu  of  tolls,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  making  of  new  roads 
should  be  left  entirely  to  local  and  private  enterprise. 

With  reference  to  the  turnpike  debts,  I  would  suggest  that  the  claims 
of  creditors  should  be  settled,  either  by  arbitration  or  hj  a  jury,  on  the 
average  returns  of  five  or  six  years.  Some  consideration  may  also  be 
added  for  what  may  be  considered  a  compulsory  sale. 

I  concur  entirely  in  the  views  and  suggestions  ixmtained  in  the  report 
drawn  up  by  Mr  Thomaan  joi  Banchory. 
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No.  III.  Aleatander  Thomwny  Esq.  of  Bancborj^  Examined: —  AbflrJew. 

I  am  convener  of  the  county  of  Aberdeen,  and  acted  as  convener  of  a  Alexander 
committee  appomted  bj  the  county  on  the  sul^ect  of  roads,  and  drew  up  TboBMoo,  JBsq. 
a  report,  a  copy  of  which  I  now  lay  before  the  Oommissionen,  and  which 
was  approved  off  on  22d  January  1868,  by  a  majority  of  26  to  20.  There 
was  considerable  diversity  of  opinion  among  the  members  of  committee 
on  some  of  the  detaUs,  bnt,  upon  the  genera)  question  of  the  expediency  of 
abolishing  tolls,  we  were  nearly  unanimous.  The  objections  to  the  system 
of  collection  by  tolls  are  the  impediment  they  are  to  free  and  unfettcared 
communication  over  the  whole  country ;  the  great  expense  at  which  the 
revenue  raised  by  tolls  is  collected ;  and  the  inequality  in  the  amount 
conhibuted  by  individuals  to  the  road  funds  by  means  of  the  tolls,  in  pro* 
portion  to  their  use  of  the  roads ;  and  the  number  of  Turnpike  Trust 
accounts  requiring  to  be  kept.  There  are  in  this  county  83  separate 
Trusts,  each  with  a  staff  of  paid  officials.  This  last  objection  would  be  ma. 
terially^  if  not  entirely  obviated  by  a  consolidation  of  Trusts  similar  to  what 
exists  in  the  county  of  Edinburgh ;  but  the  existence  of  the  debt  in  the 
county  of  Aberdeen  creates  an  almost  insuperable  obstacle  to  such  con- 
solidation. 

In  order  to  get  rid  of  the  debts,  I  think  their  value  should  be  ifaced  by 
arbitration, — ^persons  accustomed  to  such  calculations  would  find  no 
difficulty  in  affixing  such  value. 

I  know  that  man^  of  the  debts  have  been  bought  and  sold  in  the 
market,  but  I  can  give  no  information  as  to  the  price  paid  for  them,  I 
would  apprehend,  however,  that  an^f  attempt  to  value  these  debts  would 
encounter  opposition  from  the  parties  who  have  so  purchased  them ;  but 
they  are  not  numerous,  and  I  do  not  anticipate  much  difficulty  in  deal- 
ing with  the  landed  proprietors  or  the  Insurance  Companies,  who  are  the 
parties  principally  interested  as  creditors  on  the  roads. 

My  own  view  in  regard  to  the  debt  is,  that  provision  should  be  madef 
for  paying  it  off  within  a  certain  period, — ^in  the  same  manner  as  the 
drainage  money.  For  the  maintenance  of  the  roads,  I  would  have  a  se- 
parate assessment  with  a  fixed  maximum  rate,  which  should  be  made 
annually,  sufficient  for  the  purpose.  With  regsrd  to  the  assessment,  I 
have  a  strong  opinion  that  the  rate  should  be  laid  on  proprietors  instead 
of  occupants.  Of  course,  during  existing  leases,  proprietors  would  lose; 
but  I  think  it  would  be  beneficial  in  the  Ions  run.  I  am  aware  that  this 
is  not  an  opinion  that  is  generally  concurred  in,  but  I  think  it  is  for  the 
proprietors^  own  interest  that  it  should  be  so. 

If  the  assessment  were  to  be  laid  partly  on  proprietors  and  partly  on 
tenants,  I  think  one-half  would  be  a  &ir  proportion  to  lay  on  each  during 
the  currency  of  existing  leases. 

I  have  considered  that  the  result  of  an  assessment  would  be,  that  an 
absentee  proprietor  would  have  to  contribute  to  roads  to  which  he  does 
not  so  contribute  at  present ;  but  I  would  have  no  objection  to  this,  as  I 
think  such  an  absentee  proprietor  is  the  very  person  who  ought  to  be 
made  to  contribute. 

In  this  county,  the  practice  is  for  the  whole  statute  labour  assessment 
to  be  levied  from  the  proprietors,  who  have  power  to  recover  three-fourths 
from  their  tenants. 

I  consider  it  would  be  an  expedient  chaiufe  that  the  s^ittte  labour 
monev  should  be  levied  on  the  real  rent  instead  of  the  valued  rent. 

I  think  the  existence  of  nine  districts,  each  with  a  separate  clerk,  who 
keeps  a  distinct  account  for  each  parish,  is  a  very  cumbrous  one.  The 
monev  raised  in  eachr  parish  is  expended  within  that  parish.  I  think  it 
would  be  a  great  improvement  if  the  parishes  were  combined  into  districts. 
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County      and  the  funds  made  applicable  to  all  roads  within  these  districts ;  but  I 

.  °^  think  it  would  be  better  if  the  area  were  extended  to  the  whole  county. 

ADwaeen.        j  ^^y^  ^  mention,  that  I  am  opposed  to  any  assessment  on  horses  for 

Alexander    muntaining  the  roads.    It  would  be  an  annoymg  and  troublesome  tax  to 

Thomson,  Eaq.  collect,  and  would  be  a  rexj  heavy  burden  on  the  poor  class  of  horses 

kept  by  manjr  smaU  tenants  m  this  county.    The  number  of  non-agrieul- 

tural  horses  m  this  county  would  be  very  small. 

In  regard  to  assessment  on  lands  and  heritages,  I  am  in  favour  of  a  uni- 
form rate  over  the  whole  county,  without  dasmfication  of  rates,  aecording 
to  districts  or  the  nature  of  the  subjects  assessed,  taking  the  rent  paid  as 
the  actual  value.  I  have  often  thought  of  the  subject,  and  I  could  never 
see  my  way  to  a  system  of  classification. 

It  is  difficult  to  say  what  should  be  done  in  regard  to  the  construction 
of  new  lines  of  road.  There  is  little  prospect  in  this  county  of  such  lines 
being  required.  There  are  two  ways  by  which  such  roads  could  be  made, 
viz.|-— either  by  leaving  them  to  be  paid  for  by  the  private  individuals  in- 
terested, or  by  making  a  part  of  the  cost  of  construction  to  be  raised  by 
assessment,  and  the  remainder  provided  by  parties  interested  in  the 
localitjr. 

I  tmnk  there  should  be  one  head  surveyor  for  the  whole  county,  with 
assistants  under  him. 

I  find  that  the  present  expense  of  the  turnpike  roads  in  the  county  for 
maintenance  and  other  expenses  is  L.15  per  mile,  and  of  statute  labour 
roads  L.3  per  mile.  I  thmk  under  a  system  of  assessment,  a  larger  out- 
lay on  the  statute  labour  roads  ought  to  be  provided  for.  But  on  the 
otner  hand,  a  number  of  useless  roads  should  be  struck  ofif.  We  spend  at 
present  between  L.  13, 000  and  L.  14,000  annually  on  both  classes  of  roads. 
I  calculate  that  a  rate  of  6d.  per  £  would  meet  the  whole  of  this  amount; 
but  I  think  under  an  improved  system,  a  less  sum  would  suffice. 

I  think  the  central  bodv  of  Road  Trustees  in  the  county  should  be 
vested  with  the  power  of  snuttmg  up  useless  roads,  or  those  which  are  of 
no  public  benefit. 

U  the  assessment  is  partly  to  be  borne  by  the  tenants,  I  would  admit 
some  of  them  into  the  management  possessed  of  a  certain  qualification — 
say  paying  L.200  a-year  of  rent,  but  not  otherwise.  1  would  allow  no 
roads  to  be  repaired  out  of  the  funds,  which  have  not  been  approved  by 
the  surveyor. 

I  think  the  burghs  should  be  obliged  to  keep  up  the  whole  roads  and 
streets  within  their  parliamentary  boundaries,  raising  such  assessment 
within  that  area  as  may  be  necessary,  but  not  being  allowed  to  erect  or 
levy  tolls  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  such  roads. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  railways  ought  to  be  assessed  in  the  same  way  as 
any  other  property  in  the  county. 

As  to  pontages,  I  consider  them  to  be  tolls,  and  think  they  should  be 
dealt  with  on  ue  same  general  principles. 


Aberdeen,  Tuesday^  \4Ak  June  1869. 

MEMBBBS  FBESENT. 

WiUiam  Smythe,  Esq.  |    Right  Hon.  Sir  John  M'Neill. 

MR  8MTTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  IV.'^Aluxmder  Davidson,  Esq.,  Advocate,  Aberdeen,  Examined  :— 

Alez.    Davi4-     I  am  derk  and  treasurer  to  the  Alford  Turnpike,  the  Donside  Turn- 
B«n,  Esq.     pike,  and  the  Coigarff  Turnpike. 
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14.  The  Alford  Tumpile  extends  to  8}  miles,  with  two  tdls,  which       Coonty 
are  both  let.  . .   ®f 


The  revenue  in  1856-57  was       ....     L.287    5    4 

„  1867-58, 237     0    0         -^'•«-_  .?*7*<*- 

The  expense  of  maintenance,  including  surveyor's 


Aberdeen. 

tx,    Davl 
son,  Esq. 


r,  for  1856-57  was L.  102  17    9 

„        1857-58, 120    8    6 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.12,  and  the  clerk's  L.10, 10s. 

The  debt,  at  Whitsunday  1858,  amounted  to  L.4,201,  13s.  8d.,  which 
consists  of  the  original  subscriptions,  which  were  advances  made  by  pro- 
prietors interested  in  the  road,  L.  2,000,  and  interest  accumulated  thereon 
at  5  per  cent. 

In  1856-57,  L.lOO  was  paid  to  account  of  interest,  L.150  in  1857-58, 
and  L.140  will  be  paid  1858-59 ;  but  it  is  very  doubtfiil  (in  consequence  of 
the  opening  of  the  Alford  Railway)  whether  we  shall  be  able  to  continue 
to  make  such  payments  in  future.  The  tolls,  as  let  for  the  current  year, 
will  produce  only  L.145. 

15.  The  Daruide  Turnpike  extends  to  nearly  20  miles,  with  four  tolls^ 
which  are  let. 

The  revenue  for  1856-57  was    ....     L.250    0    0 
„  1857-58, 267     0    0 

The  expense  of  maintenance,  including  surveyor's 

salary,  in  1856-57  was L.156  12    5 

„  1857-58,    .         .  ...         191     3  10 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.20,  and  the  clerk's  L.8, 8s. 

The  debt,  at  Whitsunday  1858,  amounted  to  L.18,610,  58.  2d.,  which  is 
composed  of  the  original  subscriptions,  amounting  to  L.5,457, 10s.,  with 
accumulated  interest  thereon  at  5  per  cent.  The  debt  is  due  chieflv  to 
proprietors  on  the  line  of  road,  who  advanced  the  subscriptions ;  and  at 
31st  May  1842  it  stood,  with  interest  accumulated,  at  L.10,437,  17s.  Id. 

No  interest  has  ever  been  paid  on  these  subscriptions ;  but  at  31st 
May  1858,  there  was  a  balance  in  Bank  of  L.531,  which  has  accumulated 
gradually  since  the  year  1 853,  when  a  sum  of  borrowed  money  was  paid  off. 

There  id  reason  rather  to  anticipate  an  increase  of  revenue  on  this 
road.  The  railway  is  now  brought  to  within  2  miles  of  the  terminus  of 
the  road,  and  there  is  a  probability  of  a  coach  being  put  on  the  road  im« 
mediately. 

16.  The  Corgarff  Turnpiie  extends  to  a  little  more  than  6  miles,  with 
one  toll,  which  is  let. 

The  revenue,  1856-57,  and  1857-58,  L.30  per  annum. 

The  expense  of  maintenance,  1856-57,  .  L.21    0    0 

„  „  1857-58,  .         .  2  15    0 

I  may  mention,  that  this  road  was  constructed  at  the  expense  of  the 
late  Sir  Charles  Forbes,  whose  estate  overseer  has  been  in  use  to  take 
the  superintendence  of  it. 
We  nave  now  a  siim  in  Bank  of  L.59,  accumulated  within  the  last  10  years. 
The  debt  at  Slst  May  1858  was      .         ,         .     L.5,892  14    9 
The  original  subscription,  or 
cost  of  the  road,  amounted 
to       ....        .    L,2,098    5     1 
And  the  balance  is  composed 
of  interest  accumulated  at 
5  per  cent.,        .        .        ,        3,794    9    8 

5,892  14    9 
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Comity  The  debt  in  1842  was  computed  at  L.3,290,  88.  Id.     No  interest  has 

®J  ever  been  paid. 

Aberdeen.        j  ^^^  aware  of  some  of  the  debts  or  subscriptions  on  the  Alford  Road 

Alex.    DaWd-  having  been  sold.    An  original  subscription  of  L.600,  with  L.SOO  of  ao- 

son,  Esq.   '  cumulated  interest,  was  sold,  in  1837,  to  the  Scottish  Provincial  Insurance 

Company,  by  Mr  Farquharson  of  Haughton,  for  L.500. 

There  was  also  an  original  subscription  of  L.lOO,  by  Mr  Forbes  of 
Newe,  together  with  L.13, 15s.  of  accumulated  interest,  sold  by  his  exe- 
cutors, in  1826,  to  my  father,  the  late  William  Davidson  of  Inchmarlo, 
who  paid  them  the  full  amount  thereof,  viz.,  L.113, 16s. 

The  late  Mr  Peter  Farquharson  of  Whitehouse,  who  was  himself  an 
original  subscriber  to  the  amount  of  L.lOO,  subsequently  acouired  right 
to  Mr  Fan^uharson  of  Breda's  subscription  of  L.200 ;  but  I  do  not  know 
what  he  paid  for  it. 

The  three  roads  of  which  I  have  the  charge  are  a  continuation  of  the 
Skene  Road,  leading  from  Aberdeen  to  the  head  of  Don.  They  are  all, 
in  &ct,  Imks  of  the  same  chain  of  road,  but  are  all  under  different  sur- 
veyors. I  know  of  no  reason  why  they  should  not  all  be  under  the  same 
management,  with  one  system  of  accounts. 


No.  v.   WiUiam  Lealit,  Esq.  of  Warthill,  Examined  :— 

^Vlliiam  I  am  a  proprietor  in  the  county,  and  am  principally  connected  with  the 

Lvulic,  Esq.  Garioch  and  the  Turriff  Districts,  and  I  attend  the  county  and  district 
meetings  regularly.  1  was  a  member  of  the  committee  of  which  Mr 
Thomson  was  convener,  and  seconded  the  motion  for  the  adoption  of  their 
report ;  and  I  entirely  assent  to  the  principles  of  that  report,  althoueh  I 
wish  to  guard  myself  now,  as  I  hare  uniformly  done,  against  being  held 
as  approving  of  all  the  details  and  recommendations  contained  in  it, 
I  thmk  it  right  to  state  that,  although  the  numerical  majority  was  in 
favour  of  the  report,  the  weight  of  property  was  against  it,  and  is  still 
against  it  in  the  county. 

I  am  entirely  in  favour  of  the  revision  of  the  whole  system  of  road 
control  and  management,  and  of  paving  the  way  for  a  general  consolida* 
tion  of  the  whole  roads  in  the  county,  turnpike  and  statute  labour,  at  no 
distant  period.  I  was  at  one  time  of  opinion  that  this  end  mi^ht  be 
accomplished,  more  speedily  than  now  appears  to  me  to  be  practicable, 
without  inflicting  a  serious  injury  on  private  interests.  But  I  think  it 
may  be  accomplished  by  some  intermediate  or  preparatory  step.  And  I 
am  quite  prepared  eventually  to  see  the  funds  provided  by  an  assessment 
on  lands  and  heritages. 

There  are  460  miles  of  turnpikes  in  the  county,  with  87  toll-bars,  and 
33  different  Trusts.  The  revenue  from  toll-bars  in  1866  was  L.  10,814, 
being  L.2,826  less  than  in  1852,  when  it  was  L.13,639. 

It  is  but  60  years  since  any  of  the  turnpikes  or  of  the  present  statute 
'  labour  roads  were  made  in  this  county ;  and  although  proprietors  mav,  in 

many  cases,  have  advanced  considerable  sums  towards  the  making  of  these 
turnpike  roads,  I  am  of  opinion  that^  in  general,  their  properties  have  in- 
creased in  value  to  the  full  extent  of  their  subscriptions. 

One  serious  di^culty  in  the  way  of  consolidation  is,  no  doubt,  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  debt  is  expected  to  be  dealt  with. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  most  expedient  course  for  the  county  of 
Aberdeen  would  be  to  postpone  any  attempt  at  consolidation  of  Trusts  for 
a  period  of  10  years.  By  that  time  I  expect  that  the  net  work  of  rail- 
ways, at  present  in  construction  and  contemplation,  will  b^  nearly  com- 
pleted, and  the  value  of  the  security  for  the  present  turnpike  debts  so 
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innch  diminished,  that  the  crediton  in  25  out  of  the  83  Tnuts  will  have       Coantj 
little  to  receiye,  and  the  remaining  ones  wUl  be  more  easily  dealt  with.         ak.2!i 

Whatever  may  be  the  amount  of  the  debt  at  the  end  of  the  period  I     Aberdeen, 
have  named  (and  my  own  opinion  is,  that  it  will  not  exceed  L.35,000  to      William 
L.40,000),  I  would  provide  for  it  on  the  same  plan  as  the  drainage  money    Leslie,  Esq. 
is  now  paid,  so  that  it  should  all  be  cleared  off  in  22  years,  and,  during 
that  time,  levied  as  a  rate  on  proprietors,  separate  and  distinct  firom  the 
assessment  for  the  maintenance  of  the  roads. 

We  took  great  exception  in  this  county  to  the  proposal  in  Lord  Elcho*8 
Bill,  that  the  debts  should  be  valued  by  the  railway  assessor.  I  would 
prefer  a  jury,  or  that  the  average  nett  revenue  of  a  road,  for  the  five  years 
prior  to  1870,  should  be  tidcen,  and  capitalised  at  22  years'  purchase. 
An  assessment  to  meet  the  debt  in  this  way  would  probably  amount  to 
about  Id.  p^  £  on  the  rental  of  the  county. 

With  a  view  to  this  prospective  Act,  I  would  allow  things  to  remain, 
in  regard  to  the  turnpikes,  precisely  in  their  present  state  till  1870.  I 
do  not  consider  that  the  tolls  are,  at  present,  a  matter  of  general  com- 
plaint in  the  county,  and  I  do  not  think  a  delay  of  10  years  would  cause 
any  dissatisfaction  to  the  public  generally. 

Supposing  Mr  Thomson  is  correct  in  calculating  that,  under  the  toll 
system,  the  public  are  paying  in  Aberdeenshire  L.6,000  a-year  more  than 
is  re<|uisite  for  the  maintenance  of  the  roads  (which  I  am  disposed  to 

foestion,  and  in  regard  to  which  I  have  no  data  to  form  any  opinion), 
am  still  of  opinion  that  legislation  should  be  postponed  for  10  years, 
on  the  sround  that  I  consider  indirect  taxation  preferable  to,  and  more 
equitable  than,  direct,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case ;  for  at 
present  we  are  only  in  a  transition  state  in  this  coimty.  I  entertain  this 
opinion,  notwithstanding  that,  in  the  case  supposed,  the  excess  of  expen* 
diture  during  the  ten  years  might  more  than  redeem  the  debt,  if  taken 
at  its  present  market  value  ;  for  it  just  amounts  to  this,  that  in  the  one 
case  the  money  would  be  raised  from  the  general  public ;  in  the  other,  it 
would  fall  upon  the  landed  interest,  which  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  most 
unuur. 

With  respect  to  commutation  roads,  I  am  of  opinion  that  some  imme* 
diate  legislation  is  required  for  this  county,  preparatory  to  a  general  con<- 
solidation  of  all  roads  in  1870.  There  are  about  1,800  miles  of  these 
roads  in  the  county  ;  but  I  think  these  might  be  reduced  to  1,800  or 
1,400  miles,  many  of  them  not  being  of  public  utility,  leading  onl^  to 
fiirms,  and  which  vet  must  be  maintained  at  present  out  of  our  limited 
statute  labour  funds.  I  would  have  special  committees  appointed  by  the 
ooiinty  to  revise  the  present  Vat  of  rcMuls,  and  to  strike  off  all  such  as  do 
dot  appear  requisite  for  the  public  traffic. 

The  present  maximum  rate  of  408.  per  L.100  Scots  is  quite  inadequate 
for  the  purpose,  and  inequitable  in  its  incidence  upon  properties.  It  is 
equivalent  to  aboujt  2^.  on  the  real  rental  of  the  county. 

According  to  the  present  Act,  the  money  raised  in  a  parish  must  be 
expended  in  that  parish.  I  would  in  any  new  Act  provide  that  the 
money  should  be  expended  in  any  part  of  the  district,  and  not  limited  to 
the  parishes.  1  would  have  a  uniform  rate  in  each  district,  and  district 
surveyors  and  clerks. 

The  debt  in  the  Oarioch  District  is  upwards  of  L.  1,600,  which  is  se- 
cured by  bills  granted  by  two  or  more  gentlemen  in  the  district,  in  their 
capadty  as  Road  Trustees. 

The  interest  on  this  is  paid,  at  5  per  cent.,  out  of  the  annual  assess- 
ment ;  but  the  debt  is  distributed  among  the  parishes,  every  parish  bebg 
liable  for  its  own  debt. 

I  would  propose  that  the  debt  should  be  extingjoished  at  once  by  a 
pro  rai/a  subscription,  to  be  paid  by  the  heritors ;  and  I  think  this  will 
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Connty 

of 

Aberdeen. 

Wmiam 
Leslie,  Esq. 


be  done  in  our  district,  as  we  are  at  present  verj  much  crippled  in  onr 
finances  by  having  to  pay  a  heavy  interest  on  the  debt. 

In  order  to  provide  for  putting  in  a  state  of  repair  and  maintaining 
such  statute  labour  roads  as  the  county  might  see  fit  to  recognise  as  pub- 
lic thorough£Eire8,  I  would  authorise  in  the  meantime  an  assessment  on 
lands  and  heritages,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  3d.  per  £  on  the  real  rent, 
to  be  increased  to  4d.  if  deemed  necessary  by  the  county, — such  assess- 
ment to  be  levied  upon  the  proprietors  in  the  first  place^  giving  them  re- 
course to  the  extent  of  one-half  against  the  occupants. 

The  district  committees  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  consist  of  Trustees  quali- 
fied as  at  present,  and  resident  or  having  property  within  the  district,  and 
one  elected  member  from  each  parish,  and  possessed  of  a  certain  qualifica- 
tion, such  as  paying  L.50  or  upwards  of  rent.  Great  benefit  would  be 
derived  from  the  assistance  of  such  persons  in  the  management  of  the  roads. 

I  would  give  but  one  member  to  each  parish,  without  regard  to 
its  population  and  extent,  as  I  consider  this  merely  a  temporary  measure. 

By  mtroducing  tenants  into  the  management,  we  should  probably  be 
able  to  get  materials  carted  at  a  much  less  cost  than  at  present,  and  ex- 
cite an  interest  in  the  matter  of  the  roads  which  does  not  exist  at  present. 

District  committees  to  have  the  right  of  appeal  to  general  county 
meetings  of  Commissioners  of  Supply,  on  SOth  April  and  at  Michaelmas. 

I  am  decidedly  opposed  to  any  assessment  on  horses  used  in  agriculture, 
which  in  this  county  would  operate  most  prejudicially,  and  with  great 
inequality,  and  most  oppressively  to  the  smaller  farmers. 

Tnere  might  be  circumstances  in  which  it  might  be  desirable  to  assess 
non-agricultural  horses. 

I  am  decidedly  opposed  to  any  general  Road  Board  for  Scotland,  and 
would  have  each  county  manage  its  own  affairs  at  all  times. 

With  regard  to  burghs,  I  am  of  opinion  that  they  should  maintain  the 
roads  within  their  parliamentary  boundaries,  being  entirely  independent 
of,  and  imconnected  with,  the  county. 

I  am  anxious  to  impress  upon  the  Commissioners  that  my  views,  as 
above  stated,  refer  only  to  such  temporary  measures  as  I  conceive  to  be 
necessary  in  this  county,  and  preparatory  to  general  legislation  and  a 
general  assessment  upon  lands  and  heritages  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
public  roads  at  the  end  of  ten  years,  when  tolls  might  be  abolished,  and 
the  whole  of  the  roads  in  the  county  consolidated  under  one  system  of 
management ;  and  I  would  merely  remark,  in  conclusion,  that  railways 
being  then  established  as  permanent  property  in  counties,  should  be 
valued  and  rated  for  the  support  of  the  public  thoroughfares,  in  which 
they  are,  of  course,  deeply  interested,  as  conducting  traffic  to  their  stations. 


Fraser,  Esq. 


No.  VI.  Alexander  Fraser,  Esq.,  Advocate,  Aberdeen,  Examined : — 

I  am  clerk  and  treasurer  to  the  Echt  and  Midmar  Turnpike,  and  the 
Alexaniler     Tarland  Turnpike. 

17.  The  Echt  and  Midmar  Turnpike  extends  to  13|  miles,  with  three 
tolls,  which  are  let. 

The  revenue  for  1856-57  was     .        .        ,        .    L.229    0    0 
„  1857-68,  .  202     0    0 

A  proportion  of  the  rent  of  one  of  these  tolls  is  contributed  to  the 
Tariand  Tumpilce  Trust. 

The  expense  of  maintenance,  including  surveyor's 
salary,  for  1866-67,  was  ....     L.144  17  11 

„  1867-68,  .         .         ,         .         .         138     9     8 

The  fiuxveyor's  salary  is  L.IO,  and  the  clerk's  L.IO. 
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The  debt,  at  Whitsundaj  1858,  was  L.16,382,  13s.    This  consists  of      County 
original  subscriptions,  amounting  to  L.  2,800,  with  accumulated  interest      . .   ^f 
thereon,  calculated  at  5  per  cent.  erjoen. 

Two  or  three  years  ago  we  paid  a  sum  to  account  of  principal  and  in-    Alexander 
terest.    We  have  at  present  a  balance  in  Bank,  amounting  to  L.220.   Fraser,  Esq. 
We  generally  allow  a  balance  to  accumulate  for  some  years,  and  then 
diride  it. 

The  original  subscriptions  were  advanced  by  persons  who  had  property 
along  the  line  of  road.  I  do  not  think  that  any  of  them  have  been  the 
subject  of  sale. 

18.  The  Tarland  Turnpike  extends  to  11  miles,  with  one  toll,  which 
is  let. 

The  revenue  in  1856-57  was        ....    L.25    0    0 
„  1857-68,  .  25    0    0 

Besides  the  above,  there  is  a  proportion  of  the  rent  of  Drumlassie  Bar 
contributed  to  this  road  from  the  Echt  and  Midmar  Turnpike. 

The  expenditure  on  maintenance,  and  surveyor's 

salary,  in  1856-57  was Ij.12    6    9 

„      1857-58,  40    0    5 

The  surveyor  has  L.5,  and  the  clerk  and  treasurer  L.5. 

This  road  is  a  continuation  of  the  Echt  and  Midmar  Road. 

The  debt,  at  Whitsunday  1858,  amounted  to  L.7,179,  Is.  This  con- 
sists of  original  subscriptions,  amounting  to  L.  1,881,  and  the  balance 
arises  from  accumulations  of  interest.  We  have  at  present  a  balance  in 
Bank,  amounting  to  L. II 5.  No  interest  has  been  paid.  The  money  was 
subscribed  by  tlie  proprietors  along  the  line.  The  road  is  in  very  good 
repair,  and  the  sum  levied  from  tolls  is  sufficient  to  keep  it  up. 

The  revenue  from  tolls  has  been  very  much  reduced,  in  consequence  of 
the  Deeside  and  Alford  Railways  having  carried  off  the  traffic ;  but  as  the 
traffic  is  diminished,  a  less  sum  is  required  to  keep  the  road  in  repair. 


No.  VII.  John  Rose,  Esq.,  Turriff,  Examined : — 

I  am  clerk  and  treasurer  to  the  Buchan  Turnpike,  the  Turriff  Turn-  j.  Bose,  Esq. 
pike,  and  the  Turriff  District  of  Statute  Labour  Roads. 

19.  The  Buchan  Turnpike  extends  to  13  miles,  with  three  tolls,  and 
one  check,  which  are  let. 

The  revenue  in  1856-57  was      ...        *    L.274  16    6 
„  1857-58,  .        273  18    6 

From  this  revenue  we  paid,  in  the  first  of  these  years,  L.26r  28.  9d.  to 
the  Pitsligo  Road,  and  in  the  following  year  L.24,  0^.  4d.,  being  one^half 
of  the  revenue  of  the  Cowbog  Toll. 

The   expense    of   maintenance,    and   surveyor's 
salary,  in  1856-57  was  ....    L.246    5     1 

„     1857-58,  ....  237    3    0 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.13,  and  the  clerk's  L.8,  8s. 

The  same  surveyor  has  the  Turriff  Road,  and  four  of  the  parishes  in 
the  Turriff  District  of  Statute  Labour  Roads,  and  several  roads  in  Banff- 
shire, both  turnpike  and  statute  labour. 

The  debt,  at  Whitsunday  1858,  was  L. 8,838,  Os.  8d.,— of  which  L.12, 
198.  9d.  was  an  overdraft  on  the  Bank  account.    The  original  subscrip- 
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€k>ant7       lions  amounted  to  L.d,037»  69.  Id. ;  the  remainder  is  made  up  of  aocn- 

.  ^  mulations  of  interest  at  5  per  cent. 

AMrdeen.        j^^  interest  has  been  paid  for  the  last  10  years,  and  the  last  dividend 

J.  Rose,  Esq.  should  not  have  been  paid,  as  the  road  suffered  in  consequence.     The 

money  would  have  been  better  laid  out  upon  the  road  than  paid  as  a 

diridend. 

The  original  subscribers  were  parties  having  properties  along  the  line 
of  road,  but  many  of  the  subscriptions  have  changed  hands.  They  have 
been  boueht  up  as  a  speculation.  I  have  no  idea  what  was  paid,  but  it 
was  very  little  I  suspect.  These  transfers  all  took  place  more  than  10 
years  ago,  when  I  became  clerk. 

2O4  The  Turriff^  Turnpike  extends  to  20}  miles,  with  four  tolls,  and  a 
check,  which  are  let. 

The  revenue  for  1856-57  was    ....    L.875    0    0 
„  1857-58,  .         .         .  901     5    0 

We  pay  from  the  revenue  one-third  of  the  Fyvie  Toll-bar  revenue  to 
the  Fyvie  Trust. 
In  1856-57  this  was  L.26,  38. 4d.,  and  in  1857-58  L.18,  ISs.  7d. 

The  expense  of  maintenance,  including  surveyor's 

salary,  in  1856-57,  was  .  L.412    5     5 

„      1867-58,  *         •        .         .         .        408  18     0 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.35,  and  the  clerk's  L.15, 15i. 

The  del)t,  at  31st  May  1858,  was  L.28,469,  8s.  4d.  This  is  composed 
of  original  subscriptions,  L. 6,959,  and  the  remainder  consists  of  interest, 
accumulated  at  5  per  cent. 

A  dividend  has  been  paid  annually  for  the  last  five  years,  at  the  rate  of 
5  per  cent  on  the  ori^nal  subscriptions. 

Although  these  roads  are  under  the  Aberdeenshire  Act,  parts  of  them 
are  situated  within  the  county  of  Banff.  Of  the  Buchan  Turnpike,  about 
8  miles  are  in  the  county  of  Banff;  and  of  the  Turriff  Turnpike,  about  3^ 
miles  are  also  within  the  county  of  Banff. 

There  has  been  a  good  deal  of  speculation  in  the  debts  of  the  Turriff 
Boad.  I  am  quite  confident,  although  I  do  not  know  it  of  ipy  own  know- 
ledge, that  there  are  creditors  on  this  road  who  are  getting  15  per  cent, 
for  the  money  they  paid,  and  yet  the  shares  will  not  sell  at  all.  I  have 
been  offering  them  for  sale,  and  can  get  no  offer.  In  giving  up  inven- 
tories, the  value  put  upon  them  may  be  L .20  or  L.25  per  cent. 

In  the  Turrif  District  of  StatuU  Labour  BoadSt  there  are  computed 
to  be  273  miles  of  road,  and  the  whole  revenue  raised  in  the  district  last 
year  was  L.539,  9s.  5d. 

In  Turriff,  the  inhabitants  collect  the  money  within  their  own  bound- 
aries, and  maintain  their  own  streets,  accounting  to  the  District  Trustees 
for  the  receipt  and  expenditure, — the  latter  being  at  the  sight  of  the  dis- 
trict officer.    The  fund  levied  is  sufficient  for  the  purpose. 

I  am  factor  on  the  estate  of  Craigston.  The  funds,  in  my  opinion,  are 
inadequate  for  the  maintenance  of  the  statute  labour  roads  in  proper 
order.  I  consider  the  method  of  raising  the  assessment  on  the  old  valued 
rent  by  no  means  a  fair  one.  The  practice  on  the  property  I  have  chaige 
of  is,  to  assess  the  tenants  for  road  money  according  to  the  rent  they  paj. 

The  plan  of  raising  the  statute  labour  money  from  the  proprietors  m 
the  first  pLice,  leaving  them  to  have  recourse  against  their  tenants^  is  a 
great  savmg  of  trouble  to  me  in  collecting  the  funds. 

Although  there  is  a  six-mile  clause  in  our  Act,  yet,  in  consequence  of 
the  different  Trusts,  parties  may  occasionally  have  to  pay  two  toUs  within 
a  mile  of  each  other. 

When  the  Banff  Railway  is  opened,  I  anticipate  that  much  of  the 
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traffic,  which  now  passes  along  the  turnpike  from  Turriff  to  Banff,  will  be       Coontjr 
carried  off  by  it.  of 

I  concur  with  Mr  Leslie  in  thinking  that  immediate  legislation  in  re-     Aberdeen, 
gard  to  the  statute  labour  roads  has  become  necessary.  j  -g^^^^  gsq 

There  is  at  present  a  debt  of  L.647,  198.  2d.  on  the  Turriff  District.  * 
This  arose  from  over  expenditure  on  the  part  of  the  proprietors,  who  had 
the  disposition  of  their  own  road  money,  which  was  at  that  time  the  prac- 
tice in  the  county.  These  proprietors  are  allowed  to  retain  one-third  of 
the  road  money,  payable  from  their  estates,  to  meet  the  principal  of 
these  debts.    No  interest  is  allowed  them. 

I  am  satisfied  there  are  a  great  many  roads  at  present  maintained 
out  of  the  road  money  which  ought  not  to  be  so  maintained.     Everj  ' 

farmer  that  has  a  road  to  his  stei^ing  is  not  satisfied  unless  he  gets  his 
road  kept  up  for  him. 


No.  Vlil.  John  Robertson^  Esq.,  Advocate,  Aberdeen,  Examined : — 

I  am  clerk  and  treasurer  to  the  Inverury  and  Forgue  Turnpike,  and  the  John  Robert- 
Kintore  and  Alford  Turnpike.  son,  Esq. 

21.  The  Inverwry  and  Torgue  Turnpike  is  under  a  special  Act,  passed 
in  1837.  It  extends  to  22  miles  1  furlong,  with  four  tolls,  which  are 
partly  let,  and  partly  collected  by  the  Trustees. 

The  revenue  in  1856-57  was     ...        .    L.382  14    3 

„  1857-58,  .         .         .         .         243     8     5 

The  expense  of  maintenance,  including  surveyoi^a 

salary,  in  1856*57,  was          ....    L.141    0    5 
„      1857-68, 132  15  10 

The  sarveyor*s  Balary  is  L.15,  and  the  clerk's  L.21. 

On  the  tolls  the  Trustees  collect  themselves,  we  are  not  able  to  have 
any  efficient  check :  we  can  onlj  trust  to  the  man's  character. 

Our  revenue  has  been  diminished,  owing  to  the  opening  of  the  Great 
North  of  Scotland  and  the  Old  Meldrum  Railways,  and  there  is  reason  to 
apprehend  a  still  farther  reduction. 

The  debt,  as  at  31st  May  1858,  was         .        .        .    L.  26,627  14    1 

1.  Original  subscriptions,  .  L. 4,625    0    0 

2.  Money  borrowed  on  the  personal  se- 

curity of  the  Trustees,  which  they 
were  afterwards  called  to  pay,  ana 
which  they  now  hold  as  preferable 
creditors, 5,000    0    0 

3.  Additional  subscriptions,  which  are 

called    ^^  deferred   preferable   sub- 
scriptions,*' ....    79478  15    3 
The  remainder  consists  of  accumulations 

of  interest,  at  5  per  cent,  unpaid,      9,523  18  10 

. L.  26,627  14    1 

Interest  has  been  regularly  paid  on  the  L.5,000  debt,  at  4  per  c^t.,  up 
to  1858,  when  onr  finances  were  not  sufficient  to  enable  us  to  pay  the  in- 
terest, although  we  had  a  balance  in  Bank  of  L.34, 10s.  6d.  As  far  as  I 
know,  no  interest  has  ever  been  paid  on  the  two  sums  of  L.4,625  and 
Li.7,478, 15s.  3d.  I  have  always  understood  the  road  was  a  very  losing 
concern  to  the  shareholders.    The  subscriptions  were  made  ahnost  ex- 
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County      clusively  by  persons  interested  in  the  district,  or  through  whose  properties 
oj  the  road  passes. 

Aberdeen.        j  ^q^jX^  think  that  the  present  rerenue  will  be  sufficient  to  maintain 
John  Robert*  ^^®  ^^^^  ^"  proper  repair,  as  the  traffic  upon  it  is  so  much  lessened, 
son,  Esq.         22.  The  KifUore  and  AJfard  Turnpike  is  under  the  Oeneral  Aberdeen- 
shire Act.     It  extends  to  11^  miles^  with  two  tolls,  which  are  generally 
let. 

The  revenue  in  1856-57  was     .        .        -        .    L.251    8    0 
„  1867-58,  .         .  .         318     6     0 

The  expense  of  maintenance,  including  surveyor's 
salary,  for  1856-57,  was         ....       L.62    2    6 
„        1857-58, 105    4    1 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.5,  and  the  clerk's  L.IO,  10s. 

The  debt,  at  Slst  May  1858,  was  L.5,821, 16s.  9d.  The  original  sab- 
scriptions  amounted  to  L.2,774, 6s.  4d.  The  remainder  is  all  composed 
of  interest,  accumulated  at  6  per  cent. 

At  present  we  are  paying  4  per  cent,  upon  L.4,1 55, 3s.  4d.,  the  amount 
of  principal  and  accumulated  interest,  as  at  May  1842. 

I  have  known  cases  where  these  debts  have  been  brought  into  the 
market,  and  no  purchasers  have  been  found  for  them.  I  myself  bought  a 
debt  of  the  nominal  value  of  L.37,  iOs.  for  L.5.  They  are  generally  con- 
sidered unsaleable.  There  is  reason  to  fear  that  there  will  be  a  great 
falling  off  in  revenue,  and  we  shall  not  be  able  to  pay  interest  as  hitherto. 


No.  IX.  John  Webster^  Esq.,  Lord  Provost  of  Aberdeen,  with  whom  was 
John  Angus^  Esq.,  Town-Clerk,  Examined : — 

John  Webster,  The  police  and  municipal  boundaries  of  the  city  of  Aberdeen  are 
Esq.;  John  almost  co-extensive;  but  the  parliamentary  boundary  extends  over  a 
Angus,  Esq.  much  wider  area  landward,  and  mcludes  Old  Aberdeen. 

Within  the  old  burgh  boundary  an  assessment  of  Id.  per  £  is  levied 
on  occupants  of  houses  and  shops,  under  the  Statute  Labour  Act  for  the 
county.  The  streets  within  these  bounds  are  also  maintained  partly  by  a 
portion  of  the  money  levied  under  our  local  Police  Act.  But  the  streets 
to  which  the  two  funds  are  applied  are  distinguished,  and  the  two  fiuds 
are  quite  separate. 

Within  the  parliamentary  boundaries,  the  roads  (with  the  exception  of 
the  turnpikes)  are  tmder  the  charge  of  the  Statute  Labour  Trustees. 

The  streets  and  roads  maintained  out  of  the  police  funds  are  under  the 
charge  of  the  Police  Commissioners  and  their  inspector.  The  sum  an- 
nually expended  by  them  is  about  L.830.  When  a  new  street  is  formed, 
the  expense  of  the  original  paving  is  defi^yed  by  the  proprietors,  and  the 
Police  then  take  charge  of  its  maintenance.  The  foot-pavement  is  en- 
tirely made  and  maintained  at  the  expense  of  the  proprietors. 

The  feeling  in  the  city  of  Aberdeen  has  not  been  strong  on  the  subject 
of  the  abolition  of  toUs,  and  the  tolls  are  not  felt  to  be  peculiarly  oppres- 
sive by  the  great  body  of  the  inhabitants.  I  laid  the  Schedule  of  Queries 
issued  by  the  Conmiissioners  before  the  Council ;  and  they  authorised  me 
to  state  what  I  have  now  done. 

In  the  case  of  the  abolition  of  tolk,  any  additional  assessment  bevond 
the  burden  now  borne  by  the  inhabitants  would  be  very  unpalatable  to 
them ;  and  I  think  the  inhabitants  generally  would  prefer  to  have  the 
present  tolls  continued,  rather  than  have  any  assessment  for  the  mainten- 
ance of  the  roads. 
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I  think,  in  the  event  of  the  abolition  of  tolls,  in  any  arrani^ement  that      Cooniy 
may  take  place,  the  parliamentary  buighs  should  be  kept  distinct  from     . .  ^C 
the  county,  and  that  m  Aberdeen  the  municipal  boundary  should  be  ex-    -^Deiraeen. 
tended  to  the  parliamentary  limits  of  the  burgh.  j^lm  Webster, 

The  commutation  road  sptem  within  the  parliamentary  boundary,    Esq.;   John 
works  well  as  at  present  adnunistered ;  and  there  is  no  collision  of  juris-    Angus,  £iq. 
diction,  or  oUier  difficulties,  ariedng  from  there  being  two  separate  bodies 
who  midntain  the  streets  within  the  bmqgh ;  and  I  am  not  prepared  to 
say  that  there  would  be  any  material  saving  or  benefit  which  would  arise 
from  the  amalgamation  of  the  Boards. 

In  the  City  of  Aberdeen  District,  all  occupants  of  houses  worth  L.40 
per  annum  are  qualified  as  Statute  Labour  Trustees ;  and  there  is  gene* 
raUy  a  very  fair  attendance  at  the  meetings  of  the  Trustees. 

In  the  event  of  the  Legislature  seeing  fit  to  pass  any  general  measure 
for  the  abolition  of  tolls,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  parliamentary  burgh 
should  be  entirely  di^oined  from  the  rest  of  the  county,  and  left  to  main- 
tain and  manage  the  whole  roads  and  streets  within  the  parliamentary 
boundaries.  I  believe  they  could  do  this  at  a  very  considerable  saving  of 
expense,  below  the  amount  presently  expended. 

The  customs  levied  in  Aberdeen  m  virtue  of  royal  grants  have  no  re- 
ference to  the  maintenance  of  the  streets,  nor  do  they  impose  any  obliga- 
tion in  respect  to  that  matter.  No  goods  in  transit,  either  through  Uie 
town  or  to  the  harbour,  pay  custom. 


Aberdeen^  Wedneadt^,  I6th  June  1859. 


MB  BMTTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  X.  James  Milns,  Esq.,  Hnntly,  Examined : — 

23. 1  am  clerk  to  the  HmUfy  Turnpike^  which  extends  to  22  miles,  with  J.  Milne,  Esq. 
four  tolls,  three  of  which  are  let,  and  the  Coachford  Bar  is  collected  for 
the  Trustees. 

The  revalue  for  1866-67  was        ....        L.816  11    6 
„  1857-68, 478  16     1 

The  expense  of  maintenance,  including  surveyor's  salarv,  was — 

In  1866.67, L.409  17  11 

„   1867-68, 269  19    4 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.26,  and  the  clerk's  L.21. 
^  The  revenue  has  been  very  considerably  diminished  by  the  opening  of 
the  Great  North  of  Scotland  Railway.  An  arrangement  is  now  in  opera- 
tion, by  which  the  Bulway  Company  are  bound  to  uphold  our  nett  re- 
venue to  the  same  amount  at  which  it  stood  on  an  average  of  12  years 
prior  to  1846.  The  nett  revenue  is  calculated  by  taking  the  average 
amount  of  income  during  those  12  years,  and  the  average  amount  of  ex- 
penditure in  maintaining  the  road  during  the  same  period.  These  sums 
being  fixed,  we  find  what  the  expenditure  should  be  in  the  same  propor- 
tion to  our  present  revenue,  and  the  Bailway  Company  are  bound  to 
make  trp  the  defidency. 

Up  to  Whitsunday  1858  we  have  had  three  payments  firom  the  Bail- 
way  Company : — 
The  1st  payment  Was  for  the  year  ending  in  Sept.  1866,      L.21    1  11 
The  2nd  „  „  „  1866,  23    9  10 

The  3rd  for  1^  year  to  May  1668,        .  588  18    2 

The  sum  due  for  the  year  endine  May  1869  is      .  376    7    6 

This  arrangement  is  to  continue  tul  September  1866. 

2o 
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Comktj 

AberdBen: 


th4  debt  tstr  31«t  ]f af  1858  anioiliited  to      . 
Whitii'ift  eoiApoied  or  odgmat  sobficriptioAfl,  amousirt- 

iHgio L.8,606     3     8 

The  remainder  consists  of  interest  ae- 

oonmlatedyat  5  per  ceaC.,     .  2,156  13  11 


L.10,7^17  7 


10,760  17 


SHaiot  194%  with  the  e!rcfeptSdfi  of  one  year,  we  have  paid  intetest  tt 
•  Mr  eent.  Ott  the  sniUlof  Li9,701,  Ids.  16d.,  which  was  the  smomit  if 
debt  as  ascertained  in  1842. 

Without  the  sid  of  the  ram  we  i^odi^e  from  the  Great  North  ef  So(- 
kMid  Railway  we  eonld  not  pay  5  per  eent.  At  present,  we  bsve  i 
baUnce  at  our  ei«dfit  in  the  bank  of  L.284,  6s.  9d. 

1%«  ibMiey  wair  eri^ally  flM>Mii4bed  by  54  diierent  parties,  wie,  or 
tbftir  heirs,  are  for  the  most  part  resideDt  in  the  locality. 

The  revenue  from  tolls  has  increased  to  the  extent  of  L.62  for  the  cv- 
tent  year  ;  but  I  do  not  anticipate  that  in  1866  it  will  baTe  increised  to 
tiidi  in  amonnt  as  to*  enable  us  to  pay  5  p^  cent,  without  any  sid  frm 
the  Railway. 

So  fiuf  as  I  know,  lew,  if  any,  of  these  debts  have  psttsed  by  sale  srto 
the  hands  of  strangers.*  The  matveyot  mi  thi»  road  is  not  sod  tdmid 
rarreyor ;  he  worici  as  a  masoni  and  contracts  fbr  mason  work,  ibA  ku 
charge  of  no  other  roads. 


Mr  Peter 
Scatlerby. 


No.  XI.  Mr  Fkikr  Bdtm4ftfy,  Atdler,  KianetlmoiiV  Examined  :- 

24.  I  am  clerk  and  treasurer  to  the  Kinn0tkm<mt  IVimptlse,  which  ex- 
tends to  9  m.  1  f.,  with  two  tolls,  which  are  let. 

The  rereinie  for  1866-57  #«s          ....        L.45    0  0 
„  1857-58 30    0  0 

The  expense  of  nodntenan^,  indvding  snrreyoi's  salary,  was— 

In  1856-57, L.35    0   5 

^  1857-58, 24    7   4 

Tlie  sntreyor's  salary  is  L.5,  and  the  clerk  and  treasurer's  L.5. 

One  of  our  tolls  is  let  for  L.IO,  and  I  hare  little  doubt  the  mai  hiiB» 

prbflt  dpon  it.    He  has  the  benefit  of  the  house.    He  is  a  labomiog  ID'S' 

The  read  was  made  by  subscriptions.    At  3l8t  May  1858  the  dcH 

stood  at  .  L.2,654   0  * 

This  condsts  of  original  subscriptions,  amounting 

to L.0OO    0    0 

There  is  also  a  sum  borrowed  from  the 
Great  North  of  Scotland  Railway 
.  Company,  of    ....  550    0    0 

And  from  the  Parochial  Board  of  Kin- 
nethmont,  on  which  we  have  always 
paid  5  jfex  cent,  interest,  •  50    0    0 

The  remamder  is  composed  of  interest 
accumulated,  at  5  per  cent.,  1,154    0    0 

Ii.2,654   Oj 

When  the  railway  was  made,  the  Company  agreed  to  adranee  U^O 
to  pay  off  a  portion  of  the  debt,  with  a  preference  claim  to  interest  it  ^ 
per  cent. ;  but  our  ftmds  haye  not  enabled  us  to  pay  them  intotat  for 
the  last  four  years. 

There  is  no  prospect  of  our  rerenue  increasing. 


tji» 
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Cooal^ 

No.  XII.  Alexander  Seuter  M^L$fm^  Eaq.,  Bi«iker>  IIwenll3^  A]i«nL«k. 

Examined : —  " 

AHnrw^OT  ft 
25.  I  am  derk  and  treasurer  to  the  ChrdeMmttd  Tampike^  and  clerk  H'X'Mnf  Btq* 

and  collector  to  the  Ooaioak  Distrki  of  Statigite  Labour  I^ads. 

The  Oardentmill  l\»mpike  extends  to  Iftl  iiulfi»i  with  tivo  tolb,  whiek 

are  collected  for  the  Trustees. 

The  revenue  for  18^6-57  ima        .        .        .        .        L.146    5    4 
„  1857-68,  ....  140    8    Q 

The  expense  of  maintenance,  includiag;  survQyor^a  ssjai^)  wasr-r 

For  1856-67, li.83  15    4 

„    1857-58,    .......  60  18    8 

The  surrejor^s  salarj  is  L.13,  and  the  clerk's  L.8. 

The  debt  at  Slst  May  1858  amounted  to  L.520  17    8 

hut  is  now  paid  off  by  money  received  from  the  lUul- 

way  Cpmpany  as  compensation  fbr  loss  of  traffic, 

amounting  to  L.1,100,  which  was  in  full  of  all 

claims. 
We  have,  however,  a  debt,  arising  from  oii^^nal  sub- 

scriptiona,  which  originally  amounted  to  .        $»585    Q    0 

And,  with  accumulated  arrears  of  interest,  amQ^ntcd 

in  1858  to 6,388  18    7 

No  interest  has  been  paid  on  these  fbr  the  last  tweWe  years.    Theve  waa 
a  Slim  of  borrowed  money,  amounting  to  nearly  L.S,8009  which  the  Tras- 
tees  resolved  to  pay  off  before  any  intereat  was  to  be  paid  cfa  the  sabaerip- 
tion  debt. 
A  considerable  portion  of  the  money  was  subaonbed  by  propcieton  and 

y      ethers  interested  m  the  line  of  road ;  but  there  w«re  also  some  subacrip- 
}      tions  from  parties  who  invested  their  money  merely  finr  ^  sake  of  the 
interest  the  road  was  likely  to  pay. 

I  am  not  aware  of  any  of  these  debts  having  been  sold.  The  revtmie 
has  &llen  off  very  much  since  the  Great  North  of  Scotland  Railway  was 
opened. 

.]^  The  road  is  in  very  good  order,  though  the  traffic  is  much  reduced. 

tjie^     The  revenne  is  suffioent  to  maintain  it,  if  no  unforeseen  acci4ent  to 

^     bridges  or  other  dami^e  arises. 

\fi'         We  may  have  »  surplus  income  of  about  L.40.  We  have  L.600  in  B^nk 

l'^  at  present  over  from  the  money  received  from  the  Railway  Company,  out 
of  which  we  shall  probably  make  a  dividend  to  the  subiscribers,  but  to 
what  amount  ifl  not  yet  fixed. 

The  Oarioek  DigtHct  of  Statute  Labour  Boa^  extends  to  ^bont  200 
miles  of  road.  Qui  assessment  last  ^ear  realised  l«.690,  The.surveyor 
has  L.65)  and  the  clerk  L.25,  for  which  he  also  acts  as  ^olkctor.  The 
rate  barged  on  houses  varies  according  to  the  amount  of  r^tal,  in  terms 
of  the  statute.  The  money  collected  in  the  burgh  of  Inverurv  in  not 
spent  in  the  town.  The  turnpike  roads  go  throi^  th(;  town*  It  is  the 
same  in  Eintore,  and  also  in  Meldrum,  I  think.  There  are  np  aHocations 
for  any  of  these  burghs. 


At 


^^ 


No.  XnL  Andrew  Knight  BeaUiej  Esq.,  Dunnydeer,  Exauiined :— 

AndvAw  It 

26. 1  am  cleik  and  treasurer  to  the  Imeh  and  Wtet  Feudland  Turnpike^  Beattie,  ^q,. 
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GoQhty       which  extends  to  14  miles,  with  four  tolls,  two  of  which  are  only  half  tolls. 
^  We  collect  at  one  of  these  tolls — ^the  others  are  let. 


Aberdeen. 

Afidrew  E. 
Beattle,  Esq. 


Therevenuefor  1856-57  was  L.  105    0    0 

Afidrew^^  „  1857-58,        ....  86  10     0 

Two  of  our  toll-bars  produce  only  L.6  each.    The  tenants  have  no 
profit  but  what  they  derive  from  the  use  of  the  houses. 

The  expense  of  maintenance  in  1856-57  was  L.58  12  11 

„  „  1857-58,  .  83    2    O 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.l,  Is.,  and  the  clerk's  L.5,  5s. 

The  debt  at  dlst  May  1858  was        ...        .     L.1,727  11    8 
Of  which  there  is  borrowed  money,  L.620    0    0 
On  which  we  pay  interest  at  4  per  cent. 
The  creditors  have  no  security  ex- 
cept the  tolls. 
There  is  also  subscription  debt,  amount- 
ing to           1,107  11     8 

1^727  11    8 

The  amount  of  original    subscriptions  was  L.766,  which  in    1842 
amounted,  with  interest,  to  L.852. 

No  interest  has  been  paid  on  the  subscription  debt  for  the  last  twelve 
years.     Any  surplus  funds  that  we  had,  after  paying  interest  on  the  bor 

■  )f^tl  -    -     -    - 


rowed  money,  was  applicable  towards  payment  of  the  principal,  which 
diminished  by  L.150  about  four  years  ago. 

The  revenue  has  been  very  much  diminished  by  the  railway ;  and  we 
have  received  nothing  from  the  railway  as  yet  by  way  of  compensation. 

There  is  nobody  in  the  district  who  pays  the  least  attention  to  this  road. 
The  sole  charge  of  the  road  devolves  upon  me. 

Looking  at  the  state  of  the  traffic  and  the  condition  of  the  road,  tkere 
18  now  little  difference  between  it  and  any  of  the  statute  labour  roads  in 
the  district.  There  is  some  traffic  on  parts  of  the  road  from  the  railway ; 
but  it  is  not  to  any  great  extent  intercepted  by  the  tolls. 


No.  XIV.  Oeorge  M^PJiersmh  Esq.,  Gilston,  Examined : — 

Geo.   H*Fher-     27.  I  am  clerk  and  treasurer  to  the  Rhynie  Turnpike^  which  extends 
son,  Esq.     to  lOi  miles,  with  two  tolls,  which  are  at  present  let. 

The  revenue  for  185^-57  was    ....    L.180  16    9 
,9  1857-58,  .         .         .         .         205     8    3 

Under  an  agreement  with  the  railway,  they  are  bound  to  make  up,  for 
12  yeftrs  subsequent  to  1854,  the  amount  of  our  revenue  to  the  average 
rcTenue  for  eacn  of  three  years  previous  to  1846.  In  consequence,  they 
paid  to  us,  during  the  year  1856-57,  L.52    7    2 

„  1857-58,  .  .  70    7  10 

The  expense  of  maintenance,  including  surveyor's  salary,  was — 

In  1856-57, L.102  12    0 

„  1857-58, 150    5    1 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.IO,  and  the  clerk's  L.IO. 

The  debt  consists  of  original  subscriptions,  L.  2,523  15    2 

And  there  were,  at  May  1858,  arrears  of  interest,  504  15    0 

L.8028  10    2 
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Our  revenue  since  1842  has  not  been  snch  as  to  enable  us  to  pay  ^  per      Crantar 
cent,  erery  year ;  but  whenever  we  were  in  fnnds  so  as  to  enable  us  to  pay       .  ^ 
the  interest,  we  paid  a  dividend,  and  imputed  it  to  the  interest».at  6  per    ^^*^^'' 
cent.9  of  the  year  following  that  for  which  interest  had  been  last  paid,  q^q,  XfFhei 
There  was  a  year's  dividend  paid  ill  November  last,  and  I  expect  to  be  in     son,  Esq. 
a  condition  to  pay  another  dividend  in  November  next. 

Our  payments  from  the  Railway  Crompany  may  be  taken,  on  an 
average,  as  about  L.50  to  Ti.00  per  annum.  A  yearns  interest  on  the 
debt  is  L.126 ;  so  that,  when  the  railway  payment  ceases  in  18d6,  we 
shall  only  be  able  to  pay  about  half  what  we  do  now,  provided  the  ex*" 
pense  of  repairs  continues  the  same. 

I  am  factor  to  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  and  the  surveyor  is  a  person 
who  is  emploved  by  me  in  other  business.  The  Duke  is  the  sole  creditor 
upon  the  roaa,  and  as  representing  him,  I  take  the  principal  charge  of  it. 

The  Statute  Labour  Roads  in  t&  Huntfy  Distriei  are  in  as  good  a  state 
as  the  generality  of  such  roads  in  the  county.  I  think  it  would  be  an  im- 
provement to  have  one  surveyor  for  the  whole  district. 

The  present  practice  in  the  Hnntlv  District  is  for  each  proprietor  to  - 
appljT  the  statute  labour  money  raised  from  his  own  property  to  the  roads 
within  it.  The  distinction  between  private  and  commutation  roads  is 
not  a  very  marked  one,  but  we  are  generally  guided  by  the  number  of 
people  to  be  accommodated,  and  also  from  the  fact  of  a  road  being  a 
communication  between  two  public  roads. 

I  do  not  consider  that  the  present  mode  of  assessment,  according  to  the 
old  valued  rent,  is  a  fair  plan,  as  it  has  very  little  reference  to  the  real  value. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  if  tolls  could  be  got  rid  of,  it  would  be  a  fSair  way 
to  maintain  the  roads  by  an  assessment  levied  on  lands  and  heritages ; 
but  I  think  the  value  of  the  debt  should  be  ascertained,  and  that  the  rate 
nused  should  be  sufficient  to  compensate  the  creditors  for  the  yearly  in- 
terest, corresponding  to  the  debt  thus  valued. 

I  do  not  consider  it  a  fair  principle  that  the  persons  who  subscribed  to 
the  roads  should  be  held  to  have  already  received  compensation  by  the 
increased  value  of  their  estates.  One  proprietor  may  nave  given  sub- 
scriptions, whilst  others  who  may  have  received  an  equal  benefit  gave 
none.  In  other  respects,  I  concur  generally  in  the  views  expressed  in  the 
report  drawn  up  By  Mr  Thomson. 


No.  XV.  Mr  Alexander  Stewart^  Huntly,  Examined : — 

I  am  clerk  to  the  Huwtly  District  of  Statute  Labour  Roads,  which  com-  Mr  A.  Steward 
prises  nine  parishes,  with  about  1^0  miles  of  road,  about  80  of  which  pass 
through  lands  belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Richmond.  This  is  exclusive  of 
the  town  of  Huntly.  The  tump&e  passes  through  the  town,  and  the 
other  streets  are  maintained  out  of  the  statute  labour  money.  The 
assessment  for  the  town  of  Huntly  is  levied  separately,  and  kept  iu  a 
separate  account,  and  laid  out  within  Huntly  alone. 

The  revenue  last  year  was  L.430,  and  the  expenditure  L.278. 

There  is  a  surveyor  for  the  town  of  Huntly,  but  the  other  roada  iu  the 
district  are  generally  managed  by  the  &ctors  on  the  estates.  The  derk 
and  collector's  salary  is  about  L.16. 

The  factors  on  the  different  estates  do  not  actually  pay  the  money  col- 
lected from  the  tenants  to  the  collector,  but  they  ^ve  in  a  statement  of 
their  accounts  annuaUv,  with  vouchers  for  their  jdisbursements ;  and  at 
the  same  meeting  they  lodge  a  report,  showing  what  sums  will  be  required 
for  the  roads  imder  their  charge  during  the  ensuing  year,  fiimilar  states 
and  reports  are  given  in  by  the  collector  for  the  town  of  Huntly. 
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Cottily  I  eommr  with  Mr  M'Phcnmi  in  thinkiag  it  trMild  be  an  «dnmt»|;e  if 

■*!         there  were  a  ooUeetor  aaxl  snnreyor  for  the  whole  dirtrict,  and  that  the 

AbJ^Jeea.    money  ibmild  be  applied  tocordiDg  to  a  report  rabmitted  by  the  sorrejor. 

ifr  A.8(eirartb     There  are  certain  pnmrietors  in  the  ^stiiet  who  an  m  advance  fnr 

ttoneyv  laid  ont  bejrond  the  aaMont  of  the  Meeewitnt  on  their  eatntet. 

They  are  considered  creditors ;  and,  in  the  first  place,  the  assessment  is 

»Uocated  te  pay  off  these  advances.    There  is  generally  «very  year  a  eer- 

tahi  mm  iue  to  these  parties  for  advances. 

I  ihitik  the  tmpike  and  cenraiLiitation  roads  should  be  coigoiasd,  and 
vaitttained  from  a  general  assessment  on  lands  and  heritages  oiver  the 
whole  county. 


No.  XVI.  dir  Hu^  M^O^nack,  AUerd,  Exaonned  .*^ 

Mr  Hugh         I  am  derk  to  ih^Alfud  Dittri/ot^f  Statote  Laboor  Reads^  whidi 
M'CoDBaoh.  fttni  16  parishes,  and  contains  nboat  181  mUes  of  road. 

The  revtoue  last  year  was        ....    L:436  15    4 
Besides  bridge  money, 8    8    9 

The  espenditore  on  the  roads  was  .    L^59  10    0 

We  hare  a  considerable  debt,  amounting  to  L.  1,573,  on  tiie  fistrict 
Wie  have  two  smnreyors  in  the  district,  one  of  whom  receiTcs  L.25  per 
annum ;  the  other  is  a  working  man,  and  receives  148.  "Od.  per  wed[,  or 
L.37»  148.  per  annum.  They  divide  the  district  between  them,  one 
having  seven  parishes  and  the  other  eight.  The  d^t  is  due  so  mudi  by 
each  parish  sepsxately.  The  proprietors  who  made  these  advances  did 
80  in  the  parishes  in  wMch  they  were  interested.  Interest  is  paid  oa 
L.1,449  of  the  debt,  at  6  per  cent.  Two  of  the  proprietors,  who  ai«  cre- 
ditors, do  not'receive  interest.  The  debt  has  been  considerably  redneed 
since  I  became  derk. 

No  portion  of  ^e  prindpal  has  been  paid  off  Eince  1857»  when  it  wss 
reduced  by  L.8. 

We  collect  from  each  heritor  the  amomft  due  by  their  respective  estates. 

The  assessment  is  at  its  maximum  in  the  district ;  and  the  sums  devoted 
for  repairs  are  in  every  case  applied  at  the  sight  of  the  surveyor,  who 
draws  upon  me  monthly  for  the  money  required. 

I  think  the  roads  are  managed  under  a  better  system  now  than  for- 
merly, and  the  consequence  is,  that  their  condition  is  nmch  improved. 
There  miffht  be  a  few  roads  on  the  Statute  Labour  list  taken  off,  as  of 
little  ^lle  utility,  but  not  to  any  great  extent 

I  could  not  say  whether  it  would  be  an  adfs^n^tage  or  not  to  have  the 
ihohey  levied  in  the  dicrtrict  applied  without  regard  to  the  particular 
parish  where  it  is  levied.  In  the  parish  of  Fortes^  at  pesent,  the  amount 
of  assessment  levied  is  L.18,  ds.  od.  The  debt  ,on  the  parish  is  L.179, 
the  interest  of  whidi,  at  6  per  cent.,  would  be  nearlv  L.9.  Tlie  buib, 
therefore,  left  for  the  repair  <n  the  roads  in  that  parish  (of  whidi  there 
are  4|  miles)  would  be  little  more  than  L.4 ;  but  some  asdstance  is  got 
'from  the  neighbouring  parish  of  TuUynessle,  to  whidi  Forbes  is  now 
nnited* 


Kb.  Xm.  Mr  Jamm  O^,  Banker,  Aboyne,  Exanned>— 

KrJ.Ogg.       i  ««  «led:  and  ooBeetor  to  llhe  iC?bmf«lMe  C^^M  1^^ 

Labour  fioikK  ^hich  comprises  11  pasishes,  with  %7M  milei  of  veai. 
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The  Terenoe  lait  year  amoimted  to  LM69  las.  Ud. ;  and  of  lugfhwaj       Cotnlf 
and  brid^  money,  I4.12,  Ss.  3d.  j*[ 

As  ooUector,  I  receive  2)  per  cent.*  and  L.5  as  derk.  There  ^  one  ^"^'^"*°* 
sorveyor  for  seven  of  the  parishes,  who  has  a  salary  of  L^^  fi^d  he  is  n,  j,  ^vn.^ 
surveyor  of  another  district  besides. 

We  have  certain  rules  or  standing  orders,  which  are  rigidly  observed  in 
the  district.  The  debt  on  the  district  is  stated  to  amount  to  ii.8^288. 
Of  this  sum,  L.3,109, 16s.  lid.  form  a  debt  due  hy  the  parish  of  Gralhie 
and  Glenmuick.  This  laige  debt  ori^pated  in  advanoes  made  .by  V^^ 
prietors  for  roads  in  the  parish,  but  no  mterest  is  ever  paid  upo^  it. 

The  remunder  of  the  debt  is  due  by  the  parish  ^f  ,<5ouIl ;  outrthis  has 
been  sanctioned  by  the  meeting,  which  the  other  has  not. 

The  money  is  first  applicable  to  the  repaur  of  |he<rbads,and  any  soxplus 
goes  in  reduction  of  the  debt.  In  Grathie,  the  delft  haa  alwm  haen  in- 
creasing, as  there  is  generally  more  money  applied  to  ^heyTOMls  than  the 
assessment  in  that  parish  amounts  to. 

In  all  the  parishes,  except  those  that  are  under  the  surveyor,  the>road 
money  is  expended  by  the  factors,  who  render  their  accounts  and  vouehen 
to  me,  and  1  lay  these  before  the  audit  meeting. 

I  believe  the  roads  under  the  charge  of  some  of  the  factors  are  the  very 
best  in  the  district. 

1  do  not  recollect  that  any  new  roads  have  been  add^  ,V>  t^  9t*t^^ 
Labour  list  since  1838,  when  I  became  clerk. 

I  think  it  would  be  fairer  if  the  assessment  were  njmd  aecorjiing  to,th^ 
real 'rent,  instead  of  on  the  old  valued  rent. 

We  have  for  a  number  of  years  past  been  in  the  habit  of  printing,  a  de- 
tailed statement  of  the  .receipts  and  expenditnxe  of  statute  labonr  money 
in  every  parish  within  the  district;  and  I  think  tbis.js^fi^  aoyaRtf^^f^liA 
plan. 


No.  XVHI.  JoknAndmpn,  Esq.,  Stciehen,  Examiiied 

I  am  clerk  to  the  Strichoi  Turnpike,  and  th^  Btridien  and  'HvaBe^vgli        John 
Turnpike^  Anderson,  Esq* 

28.  The  Strwhm  I\impiie  extends  to  nearly  8  miles,  with  S^toUs,  .whieh 
dear  one  another.    They  are  both  collected,  by  the  Trustees. 

The  revenue  in  1856-57,  was        ....     ^4-^1  X^    P 
„  1857-58, ^46    0    6 

The  expense  of  maintenance,  including  surveyor^  salary,  was-- 

In  1856-57, .      L.40    7    2 

„  1857-58, 40  10    6 

The  surveyor  is  paid  according  to  the  time  he  is  employed.  He  haa 
from  L.2, 10s.  to  L3,  lOs. 

The  road  was  constructed  at  the  sole  expense  of  Lord  Lovat.  The 
original  cost  amounted  to  U!2,193,  17s.  Gd.,  and  :be  is.now.th^  sole 
crMlitor  for  that  amount.  This  sum,. with  arrears  of  interest  to  31st 
Iday  1858,  and  subsequent  advances,  amounted  in  all  to  L.4,915,  }8.  lld« 

During  the  last  two  years,  we  paid  respectively  L.8,  16s.  lid.  an4 
L.4,  188.  7d.  to  account  of  interest.  In  some  years*. when  the  tol}s.^ve 
been  insufficient  to  maintain  the  roads,  Lord  Iiovat  has  made  np  the  deft'- 
ciency,  and  he  ranks  as  a  creditor  for  the  amount  of  any  such  advances. 

29.  The  Siriehen  and  FroBerlmryk  Twrnpiht  extoids  to  aba«t  8  milei» 
with  2  tolls.    It  was  made  in  1840.    The  Udls  are  let. 
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Goonty  The  leyenue  in  1866-7,  was       ....    L.lOO    0    0 

AlJd-n.  »         18^7-8, 187    0    0 

— -*  The  expense  of  maintenance,  including  Burveyor's  salary,  was — 

John  In  1866-67, L.66  11     6 

AndanoD,E«i.  ^^    jg^^^^g'^ ^3  ^3     ^ 

The  surveyor  is  paid,  as  in  the  other  road,  according  to  the  time  em- 
ployed— about  L.3,  10s. 

Various  parties  subscribed  towards  the  making 

of  this  road, L.1,686    5    0 

Besides  this,  we  had  to  borrow  a  sum  of  2,023    6  11 

This  was  borrowed  simply  on  the  security  of  the  toUs. 

At  Slst  May  1868  the  debt  stood  as  follows  :— 
Due  on  loan  to  me,  after  having  been  previously 

advanced  by  the  bank, L.1,966  17    2 

To  the  bank, 232    2    3 

L.2,198  19    6 

Besides  which,  the  subscription  debt,  with  accumulated  interest* 
amounted  to  L.3,383,  148.  2d. 

Upon  the  debt  on  loan,  our  funds  have  enabled  us  to  pay  interest  at  4 
or  4^  per  cent,  and  interest  to  the  bank  besides. 

The  debt  to  the  bank  for  the  last  two  years  has  been  steadily  dimi- 
nishing. 

The  revenue  has  rather  been  increasing  lately.  The  railway  now  in 
contemplation  to  Fraserburgh  is  not  likely  to  sifect  our  revenue  mate- 
rially. 

I  am  not  aware  of  any  sales  of  the  subscription  debt.  The  estates  of 
some  of  the  subscribers  have  greatly  benefited  by  the  formation  of  the 
roads. 

We  have  no  District  Trustees  at  present ;  those  who  were  originally 
constituted  as  Trustees  have  now  diea  or  left  the  county,  and  I  have  not 
been  able  to  get  a  district  meeting  for  either  of  these  roads  for  a  consi- 
derable time.  I  just  hand  in  my  accounts  annually,  with  the  voachos,  to 
the  accountant  to  be  audited,  or  to  Mr  Burnett,  the  general  clcs'k ;  anil 
in  any  matter  connected  with  the  road,  consult  with  them. 

The  tolls  are  let  annually,  at  an  a^oumed  general  meeting  of  the 
Trustees  at  Peterhead,  under  the  charge  of  Mr  Burnett. 

This  road,  along  with  all  the  others  m  the  county,  is  under  the  geneial 
superintendence  of  the  County  Committee  on  Repairs. 


No.  XIX.  Anthony  BlaihUi  Esq.,  Advocate,  Aberdeen,  Examined  :— 

Anthony         ^7  brother,  Mr  John  Blaikie,  is  clerk  to 
Biaikie,  Esq.       ^^'  ^^  Kemnay  Turnpike^  but,  as  he  is  absent,  I  have  the  accounts. 

The  road  is  under  the  General  Act  of  1842,  but  has  only  been  opened 
rince  1866. 

It  extends  to  8  miles  3  furlongs  168  yards.    There  is  only  1  toll,  which 
is  collected  for  the  Trustees. 

..  The  rerenne  in  1866-7,  was      ...        .      L.61    0   0 
„         1867-Q, 126    3    0 
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The  exepnse  of  maintenance  and  sunreyor's  salary,  was —  Coontj 


In  1856-7, .       L.99  11     6  .|jS^„ 

„   1867-8, 61     8  11  ADTfleea. 

The  clerk  has  L.10,  lOs.     The  surveyor's  salary  is  not  yet  fixed.  bwh^'^Sw  ' 

During  both  these  years,  we  were  put  to  considerable  expense  in  watch-  *'"*'•»  '"^* 
ing  and  repairing  gates  and  fencing,  which  had  been  broken  down  in  con- 
sequence of  a  statute  labour  road  having  been  stopped ;  and  also  in  law 
proceedings,  under  which  one  party  had  to  pay  L.6,  6s.  of  a  penalty,  be- 
sides expenses.  Since  that  time  we  have  not  had  much  trouble.  The 
people  in  the  neighbourhood  derive  benefit  from  the  new  road,  but  thev 
womd  have  been  as  well  pleased  to  have  had  the  old  road,  and  paid  no  toll. 

The  money  for  making  the  road  was  raised,  partly  by  subscription,  and 
partly  on  loan. 

Lord  Kintore  granted  a  bond  over  his  entailed  estate,  making  his  estate 
liable  to  the  party  advancing  the  money.  The  amount  thus  borrowed 
was  L.700  ;  and  there  was  borrowed  on  assignation  to  the  tolls  merely, 
L.500,  on  which  interest  is  paid  at  4  per  cent. 

This  latter  advance  was  made  by  a  party  very  much  interested  in  the 
road. 

We  have  paid  the  interest  on  the  L.  1,200,  but  the  balance  due  to  the 
derk  has  always  been  increasing.     At  31st  May  1858  it  was  Ij.181. 


Aberdeen^  Thurada^y  l^th  June  1859. 


MBMBEBS  PBESENT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.    |  Sir  Andrew  Orr. 
MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIE. 

No.  XX.  Robert  Smith,  Esq.,  Advocate,  Aberdeen,  Examined:— 

I  am  clerk  and  collector  to  the  eth  or  Aberdeen  pietriet  of  StaMe  R.  Smith,  Esq. 
Labovr  Roade,  which  comprises  the  parishes  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
town  of  Aberdeen,  and  contains  168  miles  of  road.     There  are  a  number 
of  roads  which  are  public  roads,  but  to  which  our  statute  labour  funds 
are  not  applied. 

The  object  of  the  Trustees  is  to  confine  the  application  of  the  ftmds  to 
those  roads  which  they  consider  of  most  importance  to  the  public,  leaving 
the  oUier  roads  to  be  maintained  by  the  parties  having  an  interest  in 
them.  We  do  not  admit  any  new  road  upon  the  list  without  a  vote  of  a 
meeting  of  Trustees,  or  the  report  of  a  committee  or  the  overseer  in  its 
fiivour.    We  have  one  surveyor  for  the  whole  district,  who  receives  L.30. 

The  assessment  last  year  was    ....    L.467  14    2 
Besides  bridge  money, 8  11    9 

The  expenditure  was L.48i  13    1 

The  salary  of  the  derk  and  collector  is  L.21. 

We  have  no  debt,  and  generally  a  small  balance  in  the  bank  to  meet 
contingencies. 

The  allocation  of  the  funds  is  made  by  the  district  meeting  on  the  re- 
port of  the  surveyor  as  to  the  requirements  of  the  different  parishes ;  and 
the  surveyor's  suggestions  are  generally  adhered  to. 

We  find  it  a  great  benefit  to  have  one  surveyor  for  the  whole  district, 
instead  of  separate  snrvejors  for  eadi  parish,  or  of  having  the  money 
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County  allocated  to  the  proprietors  for  the  benefit  of  the  roads  on  thor  own 
▲bArd  estates.    I  am  well  acquainted  with  some  other  parts  of  the  county,  where 

"'  the  last-named  practice  lately  prevailed;  and  I  consider  the  system 
R.  Smith,  Esq.  which  we  adopt  is  greatly  superior. 

I  think  it  would  be  fairer  and  more  convenient  if  the  road  money  were 
levied  on  the  real  rent,  instead  of  the  valued  rent. 

Keeping  the  question  of  debt  out  of  view,  I  think  it  would  be  an  ad- 
vantage to  have  both  turnpikes  and  statute  labour  roads  placed  under 
the  same  system  of  management^  with  one  staff  of  offidals  for  all  the 
roads. 

My  own  opinion  is,  that  it  would  not  be  possible  to  value  the  road 
debts  on  any  fair  principles  at  the  present  time,  when  the  rulway  system 
is  only  beginning  to  be  developed  in  the  county,  and  whilst  some  of  the 
tolls  are  temporarily  enhanced  in  value  by  the  railways  being  in  process 
of  construction. 

I  do  not  think  that  any  decrease  in  the  traffic  upon  roads  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  compensate  for  the  loss  of  revenue^  by  the  smaller  sum  required 
for  repairs ;  because  I  am  satisfied  that  the  condition  of  many  roads,  psr- 
ticularly  in  the  upper  districts,  is  materially  affected  by  the  weather,  and 
that  nearly  the  same  sum  will  be  necessary  to  keep  them  in  repair  whether 
there  be  much  traffic  on  them  or  not. 

From  any  intercourse  I  l^ave  had  with  farmers  (and  I  have  had  a  good 
deal),  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  they  would  prefer  the  continu- 
ance of  tolls  to  any  system  of  taxation  to  whidi  they  might  be  salgected 
in  lieu  of  them,  particularly  a  horse  tax. 


No.  XXI.  Lewis  Chalmers^  Esq.,  Fraserburgh,  Examined : — 

Lewis  I  ftin  clerk  and  treasurer  to  the  New  Pitsligo  Turnpike  and  the  Boynd- 

Chalmer»,  Esq.  lie  Turnpike. 

31.  27is  New  PUsligo  Turnpike  extends  to  7^  miles,  n^ith  one  toll,  whidi 
islet. 

The  revenue  in  1866^67  was        ....    L.SG,  -%    9 
„  1857-68, 83  19    ^ 

Of  the  above  sum,  we  received  from  the  Cowbog  toU,  on  the  Bucbin 
Trust,  one- half,  and  from  the  Coilsmore  bar,  on  the  Longside  Trust,  one- 
half  of  the  respective  revenues  of  these  bars. 

The  New  Pitsligo  road  connects  the  Buchan  and  liougside  roads,  and 
was  constructed  in  1808. 

The  expense  of  maintenance,  including  surveyor's  salary,  was — 

In  1856-67, L.6T    7    .9 

„  1867-58, .03     2    .2 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.4, 12s.,  and  the  clerk's  L.4,  48. 

The  road  is  maiutained  by  contract.  We  contract  for  the  melftl  and 
for  the  repair  of  the  side-roads.  The  contract  is  annual,  leaying  it  to  the 
surveyor  to  specify  how  much  metal  is  to  be  put  on. 

The  debt  on  the  road  «t  May  1868  was  L.1,22^  16    1 

Of  this  there  is  an  origi^alloan  of  L.4 10,  paid 
up  by  Lord  Saltoun,  which,  with  interest  ac- 
cumulated at  6  per  cent.,  u^nder  deduction  6{ 
payments  made  to  account,  now  amounts  to         1>22&  16    1 

On  13th  August  1857,  the  last  payment  of  L.60  WM  made  ^  aeeount 
of  interest.    We. allow  a  sum  to  accumulate  witil  it  MnovBtstOAtniD 
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-worth  paying  over.     On  an  average,  I  sboald  not  Bay  that  the  suns  paid      •Owmty 
amount  to  more  than  1  per  cent,  per  annum.  jhfiirinnn 

The  revenue  has  been  pretty  stationary  for  some  time.    We  have  no    *     

railways  at  present.  l0til$ 

32.  2%0  Boyndie  7\tmp^  extends  to  K)|  miles,  with  2  tolls,  which  are  Ghahnanw JBh. 
let. 

The  revenue  for  1866^7  was    .  .    L.170    0    jO 

„  1867-68,  ,   -     .  .         211     0    0 

The  expense  of  maintenance,  including  suproyor's  salary,  ^vms-^ 

In  1866.67, L.80  14    2 

„  1867-68, 176     1     9 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.6,  and  the  clerk's  L.6,  68. 

This  road  is  maintained  by  contract,  in  the  same  way  as  Che  New  Pit- 
sligo  road. 

The  debt  at  31st  May  1868  was  L.9,634,  Os.  6d. 

This  road  was  made  by  four  proprietors  on  the  line,  who  undertook  to 
l>e  at  the  expense  of  making  those  portions  of  the  road  which  went 
through  their  own  properties^  on  the  understanding  that  each  party  was 
to  receive  a  proportion  of  the  surplus  corresponding  to  the  expense  paid 
by  each. 

The  oridnal  cost  in  1814  was  L.2,826,  3s.  id. 

The  balance  of  the  present  amount  of  debt  consists  of  accumulated  in- 
terest at  6  per  cent. 

We  are  occasionally  able,  from  tiipe  to  time,  to  make  payments  to  ac- 
count of  interest ;  but,  as  may  be  seen,  the  sums  paid  by  way  of  interest 
amount  to  a  very  small  proportion  (^  what  really  accrues. 

The  lands  are  still  in  the  possession  of  the  same  parties  who  made  the 
road,  or  their  heirs. 

No  doubt  the  rental  of  the  land  has  been  increased  by  this  road  having 
been  made. 

The  people  in  the  town  of  Fn^rburgh  complun  of  the  toll  next  the 
town,  wnich  is  close  to  the  houses  j  1)ut  the  toft  is  more  felt  bv  parties 
living  at  Rosehearty  and  along  the  sea-coast,  who  are  obliged  to  pay 
the  toll  although  they  only  usq  *hout  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the 
roads. 

The  inhabitants  of  Fraserburgh  had  it  in  their  option  to  have  been  ex- 
empted from  this  toll,  by  having  it  placed  at  a  greater  distance  from  the 
town,  if  they  had  agreed  to  be  at  the  expense  of  makin^^  that  portion  of 
the  road  between  the  present  ba^  and  the  th|^  termination  of  the  Aber- 
deen turnpike. 


No.  XXII.  TfiUiam  €famapk,  Esq..  Peteihead,  Exnmned;— 

33.  I  am  clerk  and  treasurer  to  the  Ck^nihrae  Turnpike,  whiiih  extends      Wflliaffl 
to  12  miles,  with  3  tolls,  which  are  let.  Gamack,  Esq. 

The  revenue  in  1866-57,  was         .        .        .        L^97    3    0 
„  1867-68,  .  391  19    0 

The  expense  of  maintenance,  including  surveyorV*8a)Bcry,  was — 

1866-67, 1^13     6    7 

1867-68, 224    7     6 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.IO,  and  the  derVs  L.?*  10s. 
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Xoimty  The  debt  at  31st  Maj  1858,  wa3  .    L.21^28  16   8 

of  Of  this--Original  BubscriptioDS,        .  L.3,292  10    0 

Aberde<n.  Interest  to  1842,  7,610    9    0 

Oamaok,  Esq.  -^  accumulated  in  1842,     L.  10,802  19    0 

The  amount  of  bonrowed  money  and 
accumulated  interest  to  31st  May 
1842,  was 1,728  16     1 

The  whole  of  the  balance  b  made  up* 
of  accumulated  interest  at  6  par 
cent 8,997    2    : 


L.21,628  16    8 


The  borrowed  money  is  due  principally  to  the  heirs  of  the  late  Mr 
Harvey.  We  hare  paid  interest  on  the  greater  part  of  this  at  6  per  cent 
up  to  the  31st  May  1868,  out  of  a  balance  we  had  in  the  bank,  which  has 
reduced  our  debt  as  at  31st  May  1868  to  the  extent  of  L.228,  3s.  2d. ; 
and  we  have  a  balance  at  the  bank,  as  at  31  st  May  1869,  of  L.604,  98. 6d. 
This  balance  will  probably  be  required,  or  at  least  a  great  nortion  of  it, 
for  necessary  improvements  on  the  road,  a  large  part  of  whidi  is  at  pre- 
sent in  very  bad  condition,  and  requires  to  be  new  metalled.  The  inhabi- 
tants of  Peterhead  have  also  called  upon  us  to  make  a  footpath  for  two 
miles  out  of  the  town. 

No  interest  has  ever  been  paid  on  the  subscription  debt.  The  sub- 
scribers were  mostly  parties  interested  in  the  road.  I  have  never  heard 
of  any  of  the  subscnption  debts  being  sold,  and  I  consider  them  as  per- 
fectly valueless. 

}  ^The  revenue  is  pretty  stationary ;  but  if  any  railway  were  made  to 
Peterhead,  it  would  probably  materially  affect  the  revenue. 


No.  XXIII.  Mr  James  Smith,  Ballater,  Examined : — 

Mr  J.  Smith.  34.  I  am  clerk  to  the  Aboyne,  BaUaUr,  Braemavt  and  Caimwdl  Turn- 
pike, otherwise  called  the  Ballater  Turnpike, 

This  road  is  about  being  made,  under  the  Act  18  and  19  Victoria. 
Certain  proprietors  and  their  factors,  resident  in  the  neighbourhood,  are 
the  Trustees. 

The  money  is  to  be  borrowed  on  a  bond  from  the  Aberdeen  Bank,  the 
joint  obligants  being  H.  B.  U.  the  Prince  Consort,  the  Marquis  of  Huntlr, 
and  Mr  Farquharson  of  Invercauld.  The  sum  of  L.I 6,000  has  alreaoy 
been  borrowed  upon  bond, — ^the  parties  being  liable  in  stated  proportions. 
There  will  probably  be  L. 6.000  more  required  to  complete  the  road  to 
the  Castleton  of  Braemar  under  the  present  contracts.  The  Act  embraces 
nine  miles  beyond  this,  as  far  as  Caimwell  on  the  Perthshire  march  ;  but 
this  part  will  probably  not  be  made  for  some  time. 

No  tolls  have  yet  been  placed  on  the  road,  but  the  sites  were  fixed  at 
last  meeting.  They  are  to  be  five  in  number  along  the  30  miles  of  road 
from  Castleton  to  Aboyne.  The  rates  of  tolls  have  not  been  fixed.  As 
far  as  Ballater,  the  road  will  probably  pay  well.  In  the  meantime  there 
IB  a  heavy  interest  being  paid  for  the  money  advanced.  The  tolls  are  to 
be  assigned  in  security  of  the  advances.  The  road  will  be  a  great  im- 
provement to  the  Invercauld  and  Monaltrie  properties,  as  well  as  to  Lord 
nuntily*s. 
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No.  XXIV.  James  Simpson^  Esq.,  Advocate,  Aberdeen,  Examined: — 

James 
I  am  derk  and  collector  for  tbe  9th  or  Town  of  Aberdeen  District  of  Simpson,  Esq. 

Statute  Labour  Roads,  which  extend  to  46^  miles. 

There  are  nearly  three  miles  of  these  within  the  police  boundary  of 
Aberdeen.  I  collect  from  the  whole  of  the  royal  burgh,  although  the 
money  collected  is  principally  applicable  to  the  roads  without  the  burgh. 

Within  the  royal  burgh,  the  rate  of  assessment  at  present  is  Id.  per  £, 
in  consequence  of  its  being  proTided  by  the  Act  that  the  sum  raised  with- 
in the  burgh  shall  not  exceed  L.400,  which  is  raised  by  a  Id.  per  £ ;  the. 
value  of  houses  within  the  burgh  having  so  much  increased  since  the  Act 
was  passed. 

Without  the  royal  bureh,  but  within  the  parliamentary  boundary,  the 
rate  on  houses  is  4(1.  per  £. 

These  rates  are  levied  from  occupants.  From  the  proprietors  of  burgh 
freedom  lands,  the  assessment  is  this  year  at  the  rate  of  Id.,  and  was  pre- 
viously 3d.  per  £.  The  rate  on  other  lands  and  heritages  is  20s.  on  the 
L.100  Scots.     These  two  last  are  levied  from  proprietors. 

We  also  have  a  rate  on  horses  at  Is.  on  each  horse.  We  only  rate 
horses  which  are  assessed  for  taxes.    The  sum  thus  raised  is  but  trifling. 

Our  surveyor  has  a  salary  of  L.47.  He  used  to  contract  for  the  repair 
oi  the  roads,  but  he  finds  he  gets  better  work  and  cheaper  by  keeping  a 
staff  of  labourers  who  are  under  his  own  control.  The  clerk  and  collector 
has  L.76* 

The  amount  of  the  assessment  last  year,  was  L.722    1  11 
And  the  expense  of  maintenance,  including  sur- 
veyor's salary, 633    5    5 

We  have  an  annual  sum  of  L.72,  6s.  4}d.  payable  for  feu  duties,  on 
account  of  land  taken  to  make  two  new  roads, — ^from  the  town  of  Aber- 
deen to  Bridge  of  Dee  and  Bridge  of  Don.  I  cannot  exactly  explain  how 
these  feu  duties  came  to  be  chargeable  upon  the  Statute  Labour  Fimd  ; 
but  I  have  always  heard  that  the  roads  were  made  by  the  Town  Council 
of  Aberdeen,  although  they  are  now  turnpike. 

The  surveyor  gives  in  a  report  annually,  according  to  which  the  money 
is  allocated  to  the  different  roads  in  the  district,  qmte  irrespective  of  the 
different  parishes  in  which  they  may  be  situated,  or  the  amount  of  funds 
levied  within  each. 

The  sum  expended  on  roads  within  the  police  boundary,  was  in  1866, 
L.96, 16s.,  in  1867,  L.113,  lOs.,  and  in  1868,  L.121,  6s. 


No. XXV.  Alexander  Ross^  Esq.,  Advocate,  Aberdeen,  Examined: — 

I  am  derk  and  collector  to  the  2nd  or  Ellon  District  of  Statute  Labour  A.  Ross,  Esq. 
Roads,  and  have  held  that  office  for  21  years.     The  district  embraces  the 
eight  parishes  of  the  Presbytery  of  Ellon,  and  contains  224  miles. 

.  The  assessment  last  year  was  L.780,  9s.  lOd.  It  is  at  its  maximum  of 
408.,  and  is  levied  entirely  from  the  proprietors  on  the  valued  rent  of  their 
lands.  The  proprietors  have  recourse  against  their  tenants  for  three- 
fourths  of  the  rate,  allocating  upon  them  the  three-fourths,  which  the 
tenants  are  bound  to  pay  according  to  the  real  rent  actually  paid  by 
them. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  fairer  to  levy  the  road  money  accord- 
ing to  the  real  instead  of  the  valued  rent,  which  occasions  great  inequality 
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Couutji       in  the  incidence  of  the  rate.    There  are  at  present  some  very  great  ano- 
^^  malies  in  the  county  and  district ;  and  the  progress  of  opinion  is  in  {avour 

Aberdeen,     ^£  ^y^^  assessment  being  levied  on  the  real  rent. 
A.  Eoas.  Esq.      ^®  ^*^®  ^°®  surveyor  for  the  district,  with  a  salary  of  L.40.    He  gives 
*  m  annually  a  report  U>  the  allocation  meeting  in  May,  vHh  a  draft  alloca- 
tion, which  is  adjusted  by  the  Trustees,  and  generally  ado]ited  by  iibaa^ 
with  very  little  aUeration. 

The  distinction  of  the  parishes  is  strktly  maintained,  the  funds  of  each 
bemg  Lent  quite  separate  in  the  aocouaAs. 

My  salary  aa  distinct  clerk  and  collector  is  L.22,  6b.  9d». 

We  publish  every  year  printed  ahBtcacta  of  the  district  accouats,  and  a 
copy  is  sent  to  each  proprietor. 

There  is  a  small  debt,  which  arose  from  advances  made  by  some  of  the 
proprietors  on  small  extensions  of  the  roads  or  improvements,  which  have 
been  recognised  by  the  Trustees  as  debt%  and  which  are  being  gradually 
repaid — the  Trustees  being  unwilling  to  undertake  any  heavy  obligatiooB 
in  future,  and  being  desirous  to  have  them  all  extinguished. 

B^des  the  assessment,  we  receive  firom  the  county  bridge  money,  like 
all  the  other  districts.  L.15,  5s.  lid.  The  proprietors  in  the  connty  are 
generally  anxious  to  have  this  separate  assessment  abolished  on  account 
of  its  trUUng  amount. 

The  roads  are  very  much  improved  since  1833,  when  they  were  placed 
under  one  surveyor.  He  is  also  surveyor  on  three  of  the  neighbouring 
turnpikes. 

The  repair  of  the  roads  is  carried  on  partly  by  contract,  and  partly 
under  the  superintendence  of  experienced  workmen  or  local  contractors. 

In  many  cases,  I  think,  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  do  away  with  the 
distinction  of  parishes,  and  work  the  roads  in  districts.  They  are  too 
much  broken  up  into  pieces  at  present  by  the  marches  of  paridnes,  with- 
out any  corresponding  advantage  arising  nrom  the  practice. 

I  was  one  of  the  committee  appointed  by  the  county,  of  which  Mr 
Thomson  of  Banchory  was  convener,  and  I  took  a  part  in  the  adjustment 
of  the  report. 

I  think  that  report  reiuresents  pretty  fairly  the  opinions  of  a  large  body 
of  the  propietors  in  the  county ;  and  that  the  opposition  to  the  views 
there  stated,  arises,  in  a  great  measure,  from  parties  not  having  sufficientlj 
examined  the  subject  tnemselvesy  or  ascertained  the  actual  coat  of  the 
existing  system. 

I  have  put  it  frequently  to  farmers  what  amount  they  paid  yearly  for 
tolls  and  statute  labour  money,  and  not  one  of  those  I  asked  could  teU  me 
exactly ;  but  yet  these  persons  were  uniformly  opposed  to  the  proposed 
tax  on  horses,  and  many  of  them  to  the  proposed  assessment  on  lands  sod 
heritages,  even  though  only  half  the  amount  was  to  be  borne  by  them.  I 
think  their  opposition  proceeds  from  an  unwillingness  to  bear  what  they 
consider  a  new  and  additional  tax  for  the  relief  solely  of  town'a-people  or 
through  travellers. 

I  have  a  most  decided  opinion  that  the  present  system  of  maintaining 
the  roads  by  tolls  is  a  needlessly  expenave  one.  I  wcmld  be  in  favour  <n 
combining  the  turnpike  roads  with  the  statute  labour  roads,  and  manag- 
ing them  together,  under  some  equitable  system  of  assessment. 

I  know  of  one  turnpike  road  in  the  Ellon  District  (the  Newburgh 
road),  where  the  toll  rents  have  fallen  so  low  that  they  are  barely  sum- 
dent  to  keep  the  roads  in  repair. 

I  have  a  small  interest  in  the  roads,  by  having  purchased  some  turnpike 
road  subscriptions  in  the  county.  Some  I  have  bought  were  acquired  at 
public  sale,  and  some  by  private  bargain.  These  subscriptions  I  pur- 
chased at  a  very  small  per-centage  of  their  nominal  value.  But  there 
have  been  and  are  some  subscriptions  to  otho:  turnpikes  in  th^couatji 
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which  I  consider  to  he  worth  nearly  their  nominal  amount — the  circum-      County 
stances  of  different  Trusts  heing  so  various.  Ah»M 

The  number  of  debts  that  have  thus  been  purchased  on  speculation  is 
very  limited.  ^  ro^  Bsq. 

Although  the  railways  that  have  been  constructed  and  are  in  progress 
in  Aberdeenshire  may  affect  very  materially  the  value  of  the  debts  on 
some  of  the  roads,  those  upon  other  roads  will  not,  I  think,  be  very  notice- 
ably affected ;  because  a  short  heavy  traffic  near  a  town,  where  loading  on 
carts  is  required  at  either  or  both  ends,  can  be  carried  on  as  cheaply  with- 
out a  railway  as  by  it.  Kittybrewster  and  OuparstcNoe  toll-bars  are  in- 
stances of  this. 

In  allocating  the  assessment,  no  regard  whatever  is  paid  to  the  limits 
of  estates,  or  to  expending  on  each  estate  particular  sums.  Regard  is 
only  had  to  the  wants  of  the  roads  and  the  benefit  of  the  public. 

Every  heritor  pays  his  assessment  in  full,  without  any  deduction  or  re- 
tention whatever.  It  is  paid  into  a  bank  account ;  and  the  repairs,  and 
also  any  heritor's  advances,  are  paid  by  checks  under  that  account. 


No.  XXVL  David  Crudefij  Esq.,  Old  Deer,  Examined  :— 

I  am  clerk  and  collector  to  the  Tat  or  Deer  District  of  Statute  Labour        hmvid 
Roads.    It  contains  13  parishes,  comprising  346  miles  of  road.     The  as-  Gmdeiii  Esq. 
sessment  in  aU  the  parishes  is  at  the  maximum  rate. 

The  amount  levied  is  ....        L.884  17    1 

Besides  which  there  is  bridge  naoney,  .  16  14    0 

The  expense  of  maintenance,  including  8nrvey<Mr,  last  year, 

was  ......        L.843  10    0 

There  is  one  surveyor  for  the  whole  district,  with  a  salarv  of  L.60. '  My 
salary  as  derk  and  collector  is  L.42.  The  surveyor  is  solely  occupied  as 
surveyor  on  the  roads  in  the  district.     He  keeps  a  pony. 

The  roads  are  partly  kept  by  contract,  where  this  can  be  effected  ;  and 
where  it  cannot,  they  are  kept  by  days*  labour. 

The  surveyor  makes  a  report  annually  of  the  sum  required  for  the  roads 
in  each  parish.  This  is  generally  approved  of  by  the  Trustees  without 
alteration,  although  it  is  liable  to  be  so  altered  by  them. 

We  have  had  this  system  of  one  surveyor  for  10  years,  and  mider  it  the 
roads  have  very  much  improved. 

We  have  a  small  debt  of  L.20,  which  was  an  advance  made  by  one 
Trustee  for  repairing  a  road,  and  which  is  to  be  repaid  by  instalments  of 
L.6  yearly. 

The  surveyor,  in  making  his  report,  is  obliged  to  appropriate,  as  nearly 
as  he  can,  the  money  levied  from  a  particular  properly  to  the  roads  pass- 
ing through  that  property.  This  I  think  a  very  bad  system.  It  would 
be  better  if  the  survevor  had  the  power  of  allocating  the  money  of  the  dis- 
trict for  the  benefit  of  the  public  generally,  without  reference  to  the  limits 
of  a  particular  parish  or  of  particular  estates. 

I  think  the  farmers  in  the  district  would  be  opposed  to  any  assessment 
on  horses  in  lieu  of  tolls  ;  but  I  do  not  think  there  would  be  much  olyec- 
tioii  to  an  assessment  on  lands  and  heritages.  ' 

I  think  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  combine  the  turnpike  and  statute 
labour  roads  under  one  system  of  management  and  assessment.  The  dis- 
tinction between  the  two  classes  of  roads  is  daily  becoming  less  and  less. 

Peterhead  is  the  market  town  of  our  district,  and  there  are  two  tolls 
between  Deer  and  Peterhead — at  each  of  which,  the  toll  paid  for  a  loaded 
cart  is  6d. 


_    •  _ 
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XXII.  COUNTY  OF  KINCARDINE. 


Aberdeen,  Thursday^  l6tA  June  1859. 


MEMBERS  FRBSENT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.  |  Sir  Andrew  Orr. 

MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


CoQDty 
Kincardine.  *       No.  I.  David  Robert  Morriee,  Esq.,  Examined : — 

Darid  R.  I  am  derk  to  the  WeUinffUm  Suspension  Bridae  tucroes  the  Dee,  one  end 
Morriee,  Esq.  |)eiBg  situated  in  the  county  of  Aberdeen,  and  the  other  in  the  county  of 
Kincardine.  The  Trust  is  constituted  under  an  Act  passed  in  1829,  tlie 
Trustees  being  all  persons  holding  property  in  the  parish  of  Nigg,  in  Kin- 
cardineshire, and  subscribers  to  the  extent  of  L.IOO. 

The  whole  money  for  building  the  bridge  was  raised  by  subscriptions; 
and  the  netl^  toll  duties,  after  paying  the  expenses  of  maintaining  and 
repairing  the  bridge,  are  divided  among  the  sabscribers  pro  reua,  accord- 
ing to  the  amount  of  their  subscriptions. 

The  whole  amount  subscribed  was  L.9,815.  Our  revenue  has  nerer 
been  suffident  to  enable  us  to  pay  off  any  portion  of  the  capital.  I  should 
say  that,  since  the  erection  of  the  bridge,  the  whole  amount  of  the  sums 
paid  to  the  subscribers  would  not  average  more  than  3  per  cent,  per 
annum  on  the  subscriptions. 

The  roadway  which  we  keep  up  in  connection  with  the  bridge,  extends 
to  about  4^  miles ;  whereof  four  are  in  the  county  of  Kincaitline,  and  half 
a  mile  in  the  county  of  Aberdeen.  There  is  one  toll,  which  we  eoUect 
oursdves. 

The  nett  revenue  in  1856-57,  was  .        .        .        L.491    8    2 
„  „       1857-58,  .         .         .  476     2    2 

The  expense  of  maintenance,  including  surveyor's  salary,  in 

1856-57,  was    .  L.75    1    0 

„  „        1857-58,  ...  65    7    8 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.5,  5s.,  the  derk's  L.5,  58.,  and  the  treasurer's 
L.6, 16s.  6d. 

The  revenue  has  been  rather  on  the  increase,  and  has  not  been  niate- 
riallv  diminished  since  the  railway  was  in  full  operation. 

There  is  a  toll  of  Jd.  on  foot  passengers,  which  is  exacted  eadi  time  of 
crossing.  The  existence  of  the  pontage  materially  affects  the  rent  of  land 
on  the  other  side  of  the  bridge.  I  should  think  the  difference  between 
the  rent  of  land  on  either  side  of  the  bridge  may  be  stated  at  L.1  per 
acre. 
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I  know  that  several  of  the  subscriptions  have  been  sold.     The  first  sale      County 
was  a  subscription  of  L.640,  which  formed  part  of  the  assets  of  a  t)ankrapt  ^^,. 

estote,  and  was  purchased,  in  1834,  for,  I  believe,  L.2o0.    The  last  one  I   ^"^^°"^- 
know  of,  was  a  subscription  of  L.800,  which  was  sold  for  L.400,  eight  or     pavid  R. 
nine  years  ago.    This  was  sold,  by  the  executors  of  a  party  deceased,  by  Morrice,  Esq. 
private  bargain. 

The  executors  of  Mr  Menzies  of  Pitfoddels,  this  spring,  exposed  for  sale 
his^ubscriptions,  amountiug  to  L.4,336,  at  an  unset  price  (as  far  as  I  can 
recollect)  of  L.d,000,  and  1  believe  L. 2,500  might  have  been  got,  if  they  had 
been  willing  to  take  it. 

The  whole  of  the  subscriptions  were  made  by  parties  interested  in  the 
lands,  either  on  one  side  or  the  other  of  the  bridge ;  but  owing  to  some 
of  the  lands  having  been  sold,  a  considerable  part  of  the  subscriptions  does 
not  now  belong  to  parties  who  are  interested  m  the  land. 

If  any  extraordinary  accident  were  to  happen  to  the  bridge,  funds  would 
require  to  be  obtained,  by  new  subscriptions  or  otherwise,  to  repair  the 
damage. 

The  traffic  over  the  bridge  is  almost  entirely  local. 


Stonehaven^  Friday j  I7th  JuTie  1859. 


MEMBURS  FRESENT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.  |  Sir  Andrew  Orr. 

MR  SMYTHE  IX  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  11. —  William  Innee^  Esq.  of  Raemoir,  Examined : — 

I  was  until  lately  convener  of  the  county  of  Kincardine.    I.  wish  to  ^V.  InDCs,  Esq. 
connect  the  general  vietrs  which  I  stated  to  the  Commissioners,  in  reference 
to  the  roads  in  the  county  of  Aberdeen,  with  the  circumstances  of  those  in 
Kincardineshire. 

The  roads  of  the  consolidated  Trust  in  the  county  of  Kincardine,  both 
turnpike  and  statute  labour,  are  regulated  under  an  Act  passed  in  1795, 
which,  as  regards  turnpikes,  has  been  renewed  by  subsequent  Acts  in  1816 
and  1838. 

What  is  now  called  the  Consolidated  Road  Trust  of  Kincardineshire, 
which  contains  58  miles  of  turnpike  roads,  consisted  originally  of  four 
Trusts,  which  were  consolidated  under  the  powers  of  the  Act. 

Before  the  consolidation  took  place,  these  Trusts  were  in  debt  to  the 
extent  of  nearly  L.  12)000,  and  the  revenue,  before  the  railway  was  opened, 
amounted  to  above  L.3,000,  whilst  the  expenditure  on  repairs  was  L.1,700, 
which,  by  judicious  management,  was  reduced  to  between  L.1,100  and 
L.1,200.  The  debt  then  began  to  be  reduced  considerably,  until  the 
railway  was  contemplated,  and  we  then  entered  into  an  arrangement  with 
the  railway  company,  that  they  should  guarantee  the  same  amount  of 
revenue  as  we  had  previously  been  drawing,  till  our  debt  was  extinguished. 
Several  years  elapsed  before  the  railway  was  opened,  and  during  that  inter- 
val our  debt  was  extinguished  without  any  payment  from  the  railway  com- 
pany. Although  our  traffic  and  revenue  were  both  reduced  by  the  open- 
ing of  the  railway,  we  were  yet  in  a  position  to  reduce  our  rates,  and  take 
off  two  of  the  minor  tolls,  from  the  corresponding  diminution  in  the  expense 
of  repairs;  and  we  still  continue  to  have  an  accumulating  fund. 

We  then  entered  into  a  scheme  which  we  intended  should  have  the  effect 
of  enablmg  us  to  take  off  the  tolls  altogether,  and  we  passed  resolutions  in 

2p 
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County      &TOTir  of  a  prospeetiTe  amalgamation  of  the  turnpike  and  corrmmtation 
KinmnV        i^*<^S  1^^  a  Bcheme  was  drawn  up  for  the  purpose  in  1849. 
mncardint.       ^    ^^^  scheme,  the  whole  58  miles  of  turnpike  road  were  dirided  into 
W.  Imics»  Esq.  portions  according  to  the  different  parishes  through  which  the  roads  passed, 
and  such  portions  were  connected  with  the  respectire  parishes  as  to  manage- 
ment, repairs,  and  accounting.     In  this  way  we  got  rid  of  a  separate  staff 
of  officiau,  and  separate  accounts  as  regards  the  repairs ;  looking  forward 
eventuallj  to  a  complete  consolidation  of  all,  when  provision  might  be 
made  for  taking  off  the  toll-bars. 

I  may  explain  how  the  financial  part  was  managed  without  mixing  the 
turnpike  with  the  statute  labour  funds.  The  surveyor  made  an  annual 
estimate  for  the  repair  of  the  portion  of  turnpike  road  in  each  parish,  and 
each  parish  received  the  amount  estimated  from  the  turnpike  funds,  and 
accounted  for  it — ^receiving  more  or  less  next  year,  aocordmg  as  they  may 
have  expended  a  greater  or  a  smaller  sum. 

In  the  year  1858,  the  whole  amount  paid  over,  according  to  this  scheme, 
for  the  turnpike  roads,  out  of  the  turnpike  funds,  was  L.500,  6s.  3d. 

Under  this  system  of  management^  we  had  an  accumulated  fund  at 
Whitsunday  IBoS  belonging  to  the  consolidated  Trust,  which  amounted  to 
L.3,646, 15s.  2a. 

Besides  these  58  miles  of  consolidated  Trust,  there  arc  three  other  Trusts 
in  the  county.  The  Slug  Road,  extending  to  15  miles ;  the  South  Dee- 
side  Road,  14  miles;  and  the  Netherley  Road,  11  miles. 

The  Slug  Road  was  considerably  in  debt.  A  favourable  opportunity 
occurred  about  six  years  ago,  of  making  an  advantageous  transaction  with 
a  creditor  who  had  engrossed  nearly  the  whole  of  the  preferable  debt  and 
a  large  portion  of  the  original  debt.  He  was  a  creditor  to  the  amount  of 
a  preferable  debt  of  the  nominal  extent  of  L.2,d52,  and  of  original  debt  to 
the  amount  of  L.3,824, 13s.,  for  which  two  sums  wc  paid  out  of  the  funds 
of  the  consolidated  Trust  L.750.  We  subsequentiy  bought  up  the  re- 
mainder of  the  preferable  debt,  for  an  additional  sum  of  L.115,  7s.  8d. 
The  Trustees  of  the  consolidateid  Trust  are  now  entitled  to  the  whole  of 
the  free  revenue,  after  paying  the  expense  of  maintaining  the  road,  until 
such  time  as  the  preferable  debt  is  extinguished.  We  have  received  L.liXI 
per  annum  of  interest  during  the  last  five  years. 

The  creditor  from  whom  we  purchased  was  Mr  Jolm  Bowie,  W.S.,  wbo 
had  become  possessed  of  these  debts  by  a  transaction  with  a  Mrs  Borland; 
and  Mr  Bowie  is  understood  not  to  have  got  anything  like  the  full  amouat 
he  paid  Mrs  Borland. 

Some  questions  have  been  raised  in  the  cotmty  in  regard  to  the  legality 
of  our  making  accumulations,  otherwise  we  should  have  probably  extended 
the  system,  and  consolidated  the  whole  of  the  other  Trusts  in  the 
county. 

Our  tolls  have  been  very  much  reduced,  four  of  the  minor  toll-bars  hare 
been  taken  off,  whilst  tlic  rate  of  toll  for  a  curt  has  been  reduced  to  2d, 
and  other  rates  in  proportion.  Our  income  for  the  current  year  from  tolls 
amounts  to  L.672,  and  our  estimate  of  the  probable  expense  of  main- 
taining the  roads  is  L.500,  but  tliis  does  not  include  the  surveyoi^s 
salary. 

Our  idea  is,  that  having  now  a  capital  of  nearly  L.4,000,  we  shonld,  in 
the  course  of  a  few  years,  if  we  could  legally  do  so,  be  in  a  position  to 
abolish  tolls,  and  maintain  the  whole  of  our  roads  from  the  statute  lahonr 
iunds,  and  the  interest  of  the  capital  invested. 

In  addition  to  the  fund  raised  from  statute  labour,  there  is  levied  anniiailr 
from  proprietors  a  sum  of  about  L.054  in  name  of  bridge  money,  but  which 
we  are  entitled^  under  the  Act,  to  apply  towards  the  maintenance  of  the 
roads,  in  to  far  as  it  may  not  be  required  for  repairs  of  bridges. ' 

The  statute  labour  assessment  falls  wholly  on  occupants  by  the  Act,  bat 
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the  practice  m  the  county  (with  few  exceptions)  is  to  levy  it  from  the  pro-       Countj 
prietors,  who  recover  it  from  their  tenants,  apportioning  it  among  them    _..    ^^ 
according  to  the  real  rent.  Kincrdine. 

The  proportions  hetween  the  old  valued  rent  and  the  actual  annual  value,  yf^  Innes,  Esq. 
in  this  county,  have  not  varied  much,  hut  I  think  it  would  be  preferable     ' 
to  levy  the  assessment  according  to  the  real  rent  under  the  Valuation  Roll. 


No.  in.  James  Tindal,  Esq.,  Stonehaven,  Examined : — 

There  are  four  difierent  turnpike  Trusts  in  the  county,  under  four  separate  j.  Xindal,  Eeq. 
Acts. 

The  Consolidated  Trust  of  Kinoardine^iire  Turnpikes  extends  to  58 
miles,  which  were  formerly  under  four  divisions  or  roads,  tvith  separate 
recounts.    There  are  six  tolls. 

The  revenue  in  1856-57,  was  .  L.7d3    0    0 

„  1867-53,  .  •  728     0    O 

The  expense  of  maintenance,  including  surveyor's  salary,  in 

1856-67,  was      .  .  .        L.532    7     7 

„  1857-58,  ,  .  .  55C     6    3 

The  surveyors  salary  is  L.56,  and  the  clerk's  L.50.     There  is  no  debt. 

The  SoiaJh  Deeside  Turnpike  is  regulated  under  an  Act  passed  in  1837. 
It  extends  to  li  miles,  with  two  tolls,  which  are  let. 

The  revenue  in  1856-57,  was      .  .  .        Lu305    0    0 

„  1857-58,  .  .  .  303    0     0 

The  expense  of  maintenance,  including  surveyor's  salary,  in 

1856-57,  was      .  .  .         L.118     5     0 

„  1857-58,  .  .  .  117     6    9 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.IO,  and  the  clerk  and  treasurer's  L.IO. 

The  debt,  as  at  Whitsunday  1859,  was       «  .        L.  17,308    7    0 

viz..  Original  subscriptions,         .        L.  7,050    0    0 
Loans  of  money,  borrowed  on  pre- 
ferable security,  .  .  4^500    0    0 
The  remainder  consists  of  accumula- 
tions  of  interest,  at  5  per  cent.,  ou 
both  the  above  sums,              .  5,758    7     0 


L.l  7.308     7     0 


Our  funds  have  been  sufficient  to  enable  us  to  pay  interest,  for  the  last 
five  or  six  years,  at  the  rate  of  3  J  per  cent,  on  the  borrowed  money;  and 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  rate  of  interest  can  be  continued,  after 
keeping  the  road  in  good  repair. 

The  Shtg  Turnpike  extends  to  15|  miles ;  and  is  constituted  under  Acts 
in  1800,  1820,  and  1842,  the  last  being  the  existing  Act,  the  Trustees 
being  heritors  in  the  parishes  through  which  the  road  passes.  These  three 
Acts  were  obtained  at  a  cost  of  above  L.  1,600.  There  are  three  tolls,  which 
4ire  let. 

The  revenue  in  1856-57,  was       .  .  L.274    5    2 

„  1857-58^  .     •        .  «  305    0     3 

The  expense  of  maintenance,  including  sun-eyor's  salary,  in 

]956-4S7,wmb  .       "    .  1*.9(»  15    O  . 

^  1857-68,  ...  131     7     6 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  LllO,  10s.,  and  the  dcrk  filltl  treaiurjerV  lul5^ 
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County  The  debt,  at  Wkitsandaj  185S,  was  .  .         L.9,089    7  10 

^,    <^^,.  This  consists  of  a  sum  of  L.760  of 

KinwrdiDe.  borrowed  money,  with  L.1,274, 10s. 

J.  Tindal,  Esq.  ^^'  ®^  interest,  accumulated  at  5 

percent.  .  .  L.2,024  10  10 

And  of  original  subscriptions,     .  1,852  10    0 

.   Accumukted  interest  thereon,    .  5,212    7    0 


L.9,089    7  10 


No  interest  has  been  paid  on  the  original  subscriptions. 

The  nature  of  the  transaction,  in  regard  to  the  preferable  debt,  with  the 
IVustees  of  the  consolidated  Trust  has  already  been  explained  by  Mr 
Innes,  the  preceding  witness. 

The  holders  of  the  remainder  of  the  subscription  debt  are  parties  in- 
terested in  the  locality,  or  their  representatives. 

The  Netherl^  (or  Fetteresso  and  Maryculter)  TumpOte  extends  to  11 
miles,  and  is  constituted  under  an  Act  passed  in  1820,  which  expires  next 
year.    There  is  only  one  toll-bar,  which  is  let. 

The  revenue  in  1856-57,  was        .  .  .        L.52    0    0 

„  1857-58,  .  .  .  50     0    0 

The  expense  of  maintenance,  and  surveyor's  salary,  in 

1856-57,  was  .  .  .        L.29    2    5 

„  1857-58,    .  .  .  .  29  13  11 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.2,  2s.,  and  the  clerk  and  treasurer's  L.5. 
The  debt,  at  Whitsunday  1858,  was  .  .       L.1,082  16  11 

The  money  for  making  the  road  was 
originally  advanced  by  the  Bank  of  ^^ 

Scotland,  on  the  personal  security 
of  Mr  Barclay  of  Ury  and  Mr  Silver 
of  Netherley.  The  heirs  of  these 
gentlemen  were  called  upon  to  pay 
up  the  balance  due  to  the  Bank  in 
1854,  .  .  .  L.921  11     3 

Interest  since  that  date,  .  161     6    8 

Total  as  above, L.1.082  16  H 

There  is  a  small  balance  in  bank,  but  the  Trust  is  not  now  able  to  pay 
any  interest. 

The  Naiyhrk  Bridge  was  erected  under  an  Act  passed  in  1811.    The 
fonds  were  raised  by  subscriptions,  which  amounted  to     L.6,250    0    6 
On  which  there  has  accumulated  interest,  amount- 
ing to  .  .  .  .  718  15    0 

L.6.968     15    0 

There  is  about  one  furlong  of  roadway  connected  with  the  bridge. 
There  is  one  toll  upon  it,  which  is  let.  **! 

The  revenue  in  1856-57,  was  L.263    1     9 

„  1857-68,  .  .  247  19    9 

The  expenditure  in  185.6-57,  was  .  •  7    19 

,y  1857-58,       .  .  .  2  17    4 

The  surveyor  has  10s.  6d.,  and  the  derk  and  treasurer  L.IO,  10s. 

The  bridge  Trustees  have  a  claim  against  the  railway  company,  which 
is  not  yet  finally  settled,  but  which  will  probably  add  materially  to  the 
Tftlueof  thedebt 
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The  subscriptions  have  frequently  been  sold  at  two-thirds  of  their  origi-       Counter 
nal  yalue,  but  if  the  daim  against  the  railway  be  substantiated,  thej  will    _,    ^^,, 
probably  seU  at  par.  Kincardine, 

I  hand  in  a  statement,  for  18^8,  of  the  revenue  and  expenditure  of  the  j.  Tlndal,  Esq. 
CommuUUioa  Roads  in  the  county  of  Kincardine.  There  is  no  debt  on  the 
statute  labour  funds.  It  will  be  observed,  that  in  the  parish  of  Benholm, 
there  is  no  statute  labour  money  or  bridge  money  levied.  There  is  an 
accumulated  fund  in  that  parish,  from  which  they  maintain  their  roads. 
In  the  parish  of  KinnefF,  there  has  been  no  statute  labour  money  raised. 
The  highway  and  bridge  money,  which  is  paid  by  the  proprietors,  being 
sufficient  to  keep  the  roads  in  repair. 

There  are  five  districts  of  commutation  roads  in  the  countyi  each  con- 
dsting  of  several  parishes. 


No.  IV.  Sir  John  Stuart  Forbes^  Bart.,  of  Fettercaim,  Examined : — 

I  am  convener  of  the  county  of  Kincardine.    I  have  heard  the  evidence  p®'*!?®'^  ®- 
of  Mr  Innes,  and  I  concur  entirely  in  his  statements.  Forbes,  Bart. 

My  own  view  is,  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  abolish  tolls  in  the  county, 
if  any  system  could  be  devised  as  a  substitute. 

One  reason  for  our  present  arrangement  for  amalgamating  the  turnpike 
and  statute  labour  roads  was,  that  our  surveyor  represented  to  us  that  the 
expense  of  repairs  was  considerably  enhanced  by  his  being  obliged  to  distri- 
bute his  staff  of  workmen  over  so  extended  a  line  of  road,  and  to  have 
foremen  over  them  at  different  points.  Whereas,  by  distributing  the  money 
requisite  for  the  repairs  according  to  the  parishes  through  which  the  road 
runs,  and  putting  the  money  required  for  the  proportion  in  each  under 
charge  of  the  foremen  who  manage  the  commutation  roads,  he  saved  the 
necessity  of  superintending  his  own  staff. 

I  consider  it  would  be  an  advantage  if  we  had  the  power  of  appropriat- 
ing the  money  over  the  whole  roads  of  a  district,  instead 'of  being  ex- 
clusively applied  within  the  several  parishes  where  raised,  without  the 
special  consent  of  the  rate  payers  within  a  parish.  At  present,  I  consider 
the  burden  is  not  fairly  distributed ;  because,  wherever  the  centres  of 
population  are  accumulated,  the  traffic  flows  to  them  from  the  adjoining 
parishes,  although  the  burden  falls  on  the  parishes  where  they  are  situated. 

We  find  it  an  advantage  having  one  surveyor  for  a  district,  instead  of 
having  separate  surveyors  for  each  parish.  Of  the  four  districts  through 
which  the  Consolidated  Trust  Road  passes,  three  are  under  the  same  sur- 
veyor. 

In  seven  of  our  parishes  the  assessment  is  at  the  maximum  amount 
authorised  by  the  statute.  A  number  of  the  commutation  roads  might  be 
materially  improved,  if  we  had  a  sufficient  sum  to  lay  out  upon  them,  and 
I  think  the  rate  payers  would  cheerfully  pay  an  extra  sum  for  this  purpose. 

With  regard  to  the  managing  body,  I  may  state  that  we  are  peculiarly 
situated  in  the  county  of  Kincardine,  as  tenants  of  land  paying  L.300  a 
year  of  rent  are  empowered  to  act  as  Trustees  of  the  commutation  roads, 
but  not  as  Turnpike  Trustees. 

Supposing  an  amalgamation  of  the  turnpikes  and  commutation  roads 
were  to  take  place,  I  would  be  in  fiaivour  of  giving  the  tenants  a  voice  in  the 
management,  maintaining  the  amount  of  qualification  presently  required. 
At  present  the  tenants  attend  the  statute  labour  road  meetings  pretty 
regmarly,  and  they  are  of  great  use  in  the  management.  In  the  Laurence- 
kirk District,  I  should  sav,  there  are  eight  or  ten  tenants  who  attend  the 
meetings.  I  am  disposed  to  prefer  our  present  system  to  any  system  of 
election. 
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County  In  regard  to  the  system  we  have  followed  in  thts  county,  in  reference  to 

of  the  consolidated  Trusts,  of  accumulating  funds  with  a  view  to  the  ulti- 

Kincardine,  j^^^^  abolition  of  tolls,  I  have  to  observe,  that  when  the  railway  was 
Sir  John  S.  carried  through  the  county,  parallel  to  the  greater  part  of  the  turnpike 
Forbes,  Bart,  roads,  it  became  impossdble  to  obtain,  from  the  through  traffic  on  the  roads, 
the  sum  which  was  necessary  to  justify  the  collection  of  toll  at  the  exist- 
ing bars,  and  necessarily  threw  the  burden  of  the  rates  on  persons  using 
omy  a  short  portion  of  the  road  in  their  neighbourhood.  It  was  also  found 
that,  in  many  cases,  the  expense  of  collection  in  that  manner  amounted  to 
more  than  half  of  the  whole  rent  which  the  bars  produced.  The  Tntt- 
tees  further  observed,  that  the  tear  and  wear  of  the  roads  being  propor- 
tionately diminished,  they  fell  into  a  condition  even  below  the  average  of 
many  of  the  commutation  thoroughfares.  Under  these  circumstances,  a 
committee  was  appointed  in  1 854,  who  adjusted  a  scheme  for  the  purpose 
of  gradually  abolishing  the  tolls,  and  putting  the  whole  line  of  turnpike 
under  the  same  system  of  management  as  the  commutation  roads.  Their 
report  met  with  the  general  approval  of  the  general  meeting  of  Trustees, 
and  the  system  has  been  carried  on  since  that  time.  It  is  maintained 
that  the  object  of  enabling  the  Trustees  to  manage  the  turnpike  road  in 
the  most  economical  manner,  was  a  legitimate  defence  of  the  plan  of  a 
moderate  accumulation;  and  should  any  general  measure  be  passed  by 
the  legislature  for  introducing  such  a  system,  it  is  believed  that  that  fund 
will  materially  assist  in  carrying  out  the  object  in  tliis  county. 

I  think  it  would  undoubtedly  be  an  advantage  if  the  three  other  sepa- 
rate Trusts  were  to  be  amalgamated  with  the  Kincardineshire  Consoli- 
dated Trust.  The  obstacle  to  this  has  been  the  existence  of  the  debts ; 
but  these  I  think  might  be  provided  for  by  taking  them  at  their  market 
value,  so  as  to  clear  the  way  for  amalgamation.  The  L.4,000  we  bate 
in  hand  would,  I  think,  be  sufficient  to  accomplish  this  object.  I  wonld 
except,  however,  the  debt  upon  the  Marykirk  Bridge. 

I  am  entirely  opposed  to  a  Central  Board  for  the  management  of  roads. 
I  think  the  matter  might  very  safely  be  left  to  local  management. 

I  object  to  an  assessment  on  horses,  and  think  the  tenants  in  this  eoontf 
would  also  much  object  to  it.  Besides,  I  agree  with  Mr  Innes  in  his 
general  view,  that  good  roads  are  an  advantage  to  the  whole  community^ 
and  the  burden  of  maintaining  them  ought  to  &11  on  the  community 
generally. 


Letter  from  Sir  J.  S.  Forbes,  Bart.,  to  Mr  Smythe. 

8th  July  1859. 

With  reference  to  the  rate  which  would  probably  be  required  to  main- 
tain the  whole  roads,  turnpike  and  commutation,  in  Kincardineshire,  the 
utmost  annual  outlay  which  would  be  necessary  would  be  about  L.2,800; 
and  the  rental  of  the  county  under  the  new  valuation,  independent  of  the 
burgh  of  Bervie,  being  about  L. 183,600,  a  rate  of  somewhat  less  than  4d. 
per  £  would  be  sufficient.  The  accumulated  fimd,  though  raised  upon 
the  line  of  road  comprised  under  the  consolidated  Trust,  ought  certainly  to 
be  made  available  for  buying  up  the  debt  upon  the  two  small  Trusts  not 
yet  included,  at  all  events  to  the  extent  of  the  valuation  it  represents,  in 
any  general  measure  which  may  be  adopted  for  sweeping  away  tolls,  and 
giving  their  commerdal  value  for  existing  obligations. 

The  experience  of  this  connty,  for  some  years,  shows  how  very  easOr 
and  satisfactorily  the  turnpike  system,  where  funds  are  otherwise  avail* 
able,  may  be  merged  into  that  of  the  commutation  roads,  and  how  neces- 
sary it  is,  in  point  of  equity,  from  the  rates  at  present,  in  default  of  aO 
through  traffic,  being  drawn  from  parties  situated  near  the  bars,  and  in 
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expedkney,  as  the  receipts  are  now  so  low  as  to  make  the  expense  of  col-       Comity 
leetion  by  that  method  bear  an  absurd  proportion  to  the  whole  reTenue.       winflftl«fMi. 
With  regard  to  the  changes  which  would  be  necessarily  required  in  the    ™^"^™*- 
establishment  of  the  new  system,  the  following  may  be  suggested : —  gj,  j^hn  6. 

1.  We  should  be  quite  satined  with  the  present  constitution  of  the  Dis-  Forbes,  Bait. 
trict  Boards  and  the  general  Board  of  Management. 

2.  One  stated  general  annual  meeting  of  Uie  District  Boards  in  the  first 
week  of  April,  to  be  attended  by  the  general  clerk,  is  sufficieot  to  pass 
the  accounts  and  prepare  the  allocation  of  money  for  the  succeeding  year, 
to  be  approved  at  the  general  half-yearly  meeting  of  the  Trustees  at  the 
ooonty  meeting,  on  30th  April,  another  being  held  at  the  Michaelmas 
meeting. 

3.  The  proprietors  at  present  pay  in  right  of  property  one*third  of  the 
whole  assessment  into  a  separate  fimd,  called  road  and  bridge  money, 
which  in  practice  is  merged  into  the  commutation  funds  paid  by  occupants. 
The  proportion  of  one-third  worics  well,  but  the  distinction  of  the  fund 
seems  unnecessary ;  and  it  would  facilitate  collection  very  much  if  the  oc- 
cupants' portion,  according  to  a  certain  rental  under  the  new  valuation,  were 
paid  in  the  first  instance,  like  the  schoolmaster's  salary,  by  the  landlord, 
and  recovered  from  his  tenants  and  vassals. 

4.  A  maximum  should  be  fixed,  as  at  present,  but  it  should  be  a  little 
higher  than  the  present  rate ;  and  although,  for  any  great  improvement, 
those  peculiarly  interested  should  be  required  to  contribute  privately  a 
part  of  the  expense,  say,  one-half,  the  district  might  have  the  power,  when 
the  scheme  has  been  reported  on  by  a  committee  of  a  general  meeting, 
and  approved,  to  anticipate  their  future  revenue,  by  borrowing  to  the  ex- 
tent of  one-third  of  their  annual  income  for  such  improvement,  to  be  re- 
placed within  three  years. 

5.  The  local  districts  should  not  be  less  than  three  or  four  parishes,  ac- 
cording to  their  size,  and  the  funds  raised  within  them  should  be  allocated, 
as  may  be  thought  best  at  the  annual  meeting,  to  all  the  roads,  which  should 
be  measured  and  divided  into  classes  accor^ng  to  their  amount  of  traffic. 
No  road  should  be  put  on  the  list  which  is  not  of  public  convenience,  em- 
bracing a  certain  thoroughfare  beyond  the  mere  accommodation  of  one  or 
two  private  establishments.  Such  a  division  of  the  counties  into  small 
areas  of  assessment  and  allocation  would,  I  think,  simplify  the  application 
of  the  money  without  neutralising  the  interest  in  local  improvements,  so 
benefidal  in  carrying  out  special  objects. 

As  to  the  general  machinery  whidh  may  be  required  under  any  new  Act 
for  the  whole  of  Scotland,  I  think  that  a  Board  for  general  supervision 
may  be  avoided,  which  would  be  exceedingly  desirable,  if  such  community 
of  sentiment  on  the  principles  of  management  could  be  attained,  as  to 
warrant  the  framers  of  the  Act  to  prescribe  pretty  distinctly  the  proper 
arrangements  to  be  adopted  in  carrying  out  its  objects,  and  returns  to  the 
Home  Office  might  be  made  more  detailed;  but  if  it  should  be  found  imprac- 
ticable to  unite  conflicting  opinions  and  overcome  prejudices  at  the  outset» 
I  think  the  existence  of  such  a  Board  should  be  only  temporary,  as  I  be- 
lieve that,  the  machinery  once  put  into  satisfactory  working  order,  the 
management  of  the  thoroughfares  through  a  country  is  a  matter  best  left  to 
local  superintendence,  under  the  wholesome  restramt  of  accurate  returns, 
sntject  to  the  check  of  the  supreme  authority. 


No.  V.  The  H<m.  /.  Arbuihnoii^  Examined  :— 

I  reside  in  the  county,  and  take  an  interest  in  county  matters  gene-      ^^^  j^ 
rally,  and  I  attend  most  of  the  road  meetings.  .  Arbuthnott. 
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ot 

Rincardino. 

HoQ.  J. 
ArbiUhnott. 


I  agree  with  Sir  Jobn  Forbes,  that  it  would  be  preferable  to  allow  the 
road  money  to  be  expended  throughout  the  whole  of  a  district,  instead  of 
its  being  restricted  to  the  parishes  where  it  is  raised. 

The  distinction  between  turnpike  and  commutation  roads  has  been 
almost  entirely  done  away  with  in  this  county;  the  traffic  on  both  is 
almost  identical,  being  purely  local. 

On  the  Bervie  Road,  which  passes  near  mc,  there  is  a  good  deal  of 
traffic  by  carriers,  and  from  mills  to  the  railway  station.  These  persons 
would  not  contribute  the  same  amount  towards  the  maintenance  of  the 
road  as  they  now  do,  if  the  roads  were  to  be  maintained  by  an  assessment 
on  lands  and  heritages.  The  mills  to  which  I  allude  are  wool  mills  and 
manufactories.  I  think  it  would  be  difficult  to  devise  any  scheme  by 
which  these  parties  could  be  got  at  to  make  them  contribute  a  fair  pro- 
portion to  the  maintenance  of  the  roads.  I  am  myself  in  favour  of  the 
abolition  of  tolls.,  if  it  can  be  so  arranged  that  the  burden  can  be  distri- 
buted equally.  I  think  it  desirable  that  tenants  shoidd  have  a  voice  in 
the, management  of  roads.  I  think  that  if  any  assessment  were  to  be 
levied  in  lieu  of  tolls,  it  should  be  raised  from  the  owners,  as  well  as  the 
occupiers  of  land— -one-half  upon  each.  I  should  think  it  would  be  more 
acceptable  to  the  tenants  if  such  an  arrangement  were  made.  But,  how- 
ever this  may  be,  it  is  only  a  question  of  any  consequence  during  the  cur- 
rency of  existing  leases,  because  at  their  expiration,  the  arrangement 
between  landlords  and  their  tenants  will  be  subject  to  readjustment. 

I  think  it  would  be  very  desirable  that  turnpike  and  statute  labour 
roads  should  all  be  managed  under  one  system,  and  that  anv  assessment 
to  be  imposed  should  be  levied  on  the  real  rent,  instead  of  the  valued 
rent.  This  would  be  a  fairer  principle ;  besides,  there  is  a  good  deal  of 
valuable  property  which  at  present  is  not  assessed  at  all  for  road  money. 


No.  VI.  John  Carnegie^  Esq.  of  Redhail,  Examined : — 


John 


•    p         I  am  a  proprietor  in  the  county,  and  am  connected  with  the  Laurence- 

amegie,    sq.  ^^^^  District.     I  have  been  only  partially  resident  in  the  county  during 

the  last  four  years,  and  during  that  period  I  have  therefore  not  taken  an 

active  charge  in  the  management  of  the  roads,  although  I  had  been  in  the 

habit  of  doing  so  for  many  years  previously. 

I  was  one  of  those  who  approved  of  the  scheme  for  amalgamating  the 
tumoikes  with  the  statute  labour  roads ;  and  my  opinion  is,  that  the  plan 
which  was  adopted  has  worked  satisfactorily.  1  do  not  go  the  length  of 
saying  that  the  whole  county  should  be  consolidated  with  one  uniform 
rate  of  assessment ;  but  I  consider  it  would  be  desirable  not  to  limit  it  to 
parishes,  as  at  present,  but  to  make  it  applicable  to  the  whole  district,  as 
these  are  at  present  constituted. 

I  think  it  a  decided  advantage  that  the  roads  should  be  all  under  one 
surveyor,  and  that  he  should  report  annually,  as  at  present,  on  the  state 
of  each  road,  and  its  requirements  for  the  ensuing  ;^ear. 

The  statute  labour  roads  in  my  district  are  divided  into  three  classes, 
but  it  is  competent  to  the  district  meeting  to  alter  the  class  of  any  road 
on  cause  shown.  '  The  division  into  classes  is  found  convenient  in  pre- 
venting an  unnecessary  demand  for  repairs  ;  it  becomes  known  before- 
hand  that  no  large  sum  need  be  applied  for  a  road  of  the  lowest  class. 

So  completely  has  the  railway  changed  the  traffic  upon  roads,  that  the 
surveyor  tells  me  that,  on  a  commutation  road  which  passes  my  gate, 
there  is  twenty  times  as  much  traffic  as  upon  the  neighbouring  turnpike. 
My  road  forms  the  communication  with  a  railway  station. 
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The  only  obstacle  which  I  see  to  a  consolidation  of  the  whole  Turnpike       Coanty 
Trusts  of  the  county,  is  the  existence  of  debt  on  three  of  the  Trusts.  .-.    ^l,. 

I  would  observe,  however,  that  the  three  Trusts,  which  are  bmrdened         ^**"^^ 
with  debt,  have  but  little  connection  with  the  other  parts  of  the  county  as        John 
far  as  roads  are  concerned  ;  and  that  the  gentlemen  residing  in  the  lower  Carnegie,  Esq. 
parts  of  the  county  seldom,  if  ever,  make  use  of  these  roads. 

Before  the  commutation  roads  were  placed  under  one  surveyor,  the 
practice  was  for  the  Trustees  to  manage  them  themselves ;  and  the  con- 
sequence was,  they  were  frequently  very  ill  looked  after  and  very  un- 
equally kept.     There  was  no  head  over  the  management. 

I  have  known  men  employed  upon  the  roads  under  the  old  system  at 
full  wages,  whose  labour  was  not  of  half  the  value  paid  for  it. 


Xo.  Vn.  Alexander  Porteous,  Esq.  of  Laurenton,  Examined : — 

I  am  a  proprietor  in  the  county,  and  a  road  Trustee  as  such.  I  am  Alexander 
principally  connected  with  the  St.  Cyrus  District.  We  have  a  separate  ^^^^^^»  E*q- 
surveyor  from  the  other  districts.  He  is  a  farmer,  and  forester  to  Captain 
Dingwall  Fordyce,  and  was  employed  in  making  the  road  under  the 
former  surveyor.  He  has  no  other  roads  under  his  charge,  except  those 
in  our  district ;  but  he  looks  after  the  portion  of  turnpikes  in  the  district, 
as  well  as  the  statute  labour  roads.  He  makes  a  report  to  the  district 
meeting  of  the  sum  requisite  for  each  parish,  which  is  allocated  according 
to  his  suggestions,  if  no  objections  are  stated.  There  are  five  parishes  in 
the  district.  The  farmers  attend  the  meetings  very  regularly,  and  take 
an  interest  in  the  mana^ment.  I  think  they  like  to  see  the  money  col- 
lected in  each  parish  laid  out  in  that  parish.  My  own  opinion  is  to  the 
same  effect,  the  assessments  are  so  different ;  and  I  think  each  of  the 
farmers  takes  more  interest  in  seeing  the  money  applied,  when  it  is  ex- 
pended \rithin  his  own  parish. 

I  think  the  proper  way  would  be  to  raise  the  statute  labour  money  on 
the  real  rent,  instead  of  the  valued  rent,  as  at  present,  which  \  do  not 
think  equitable. 

I  am  particularly  in  favour  of  the  abolition  of  tolls,  as  I  personally 
suffer  from  them.  The  tolls  have  been  taken  off  in  the  interior  of  the 
county,  but  have  been  kept  on  at  the  extremities  ;  and  the  farmers  have 
to  pay  the  toll  in  going  to  Montrose,  which  is  their  market  town.  I  am 
proprietor  of  a  quarry,  from  which  stones  are  carted  mostly  towards  Mon- 
trose ;  and  having  to  pay  these  tolls,  I  have  double  assessment  to  pay  in 
tolls  and  road  money.  1  think  having  to  pay  the  toll  lessens  my  profit 
on  the  stones.  I  would  get  a  higher  rent  for  the  quarry  if  the  tolls  were 
removed.    In  respect  of  the  quarry,  I  pay  nothing  for  road  money. 

I  think  the  whole  roads,  both  turnpike  and  statute  labour,  should  be 
combined. 

I  think  the  farmers  would  be  in  favour  of  an  assessment  in  lieu  of  tolls. 
If  farmers  were  taxed  on  their  rental,  I  think  they  might  be  exempt  from 
a  rate  on  horses  ;  but  I  would  approve  of  a  rate  on  carters,  and  on  all 
horses  not  used  for  agricultural  purposes. 

I  agree  with  what  Mr  Carnegie  stated  as  to  the  application  of  the 
accumulated  fund,  which,  I  think,  ought  not  to  be  made  use  of  to  pay  the 
debts  of  the  other  portions  of  the  county. 


No.  VIII.  Mr  Alexander  Ross^  Examined : — 

I  am  surveyor  for  the  roads  of  the  Kincardineshire  Consolidated  Trust,   Mr  A.  Ross, 
and  also  for  three  districts  of  the  Commutation  RoadS|  the  Laurencekirk, 
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Comity  Stonehaven,  and  Lower  Deedde  Districts,  containing  in  aU  293  miles ;  and 
K*nn»^'  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  parish  of  Arhuthnott,  which  contains  19  miles  of  road.  Tlus 
^""""^^  is  a  great  extent  of  mileage  for  one  man ;  but  I  have  a  foreman  or  sab- 
Mr  A.  Koss.  overseer  in  every  parish.  The  work  is  all  done  by  my  own  workmen,  and 
I  do  not  contract  for  any  part  of  it.  The  foremen  are  paid  2s.  per  week 
more  than  the  oonunon  workmen.  The  present  plan  works  a  great  deal 
better  than  the  former  plan,  when  the  proprietors  or  their  factors  got  a 
sum  of  money  which  they  laid  out  upon  the  estate.  They  did  all  the 
work  at  the  time  most  convenient  for  them,  but  not  the  best  for  the 
road. 

We  find  an  advantage  in  the  Commutation  and  Turnpike  Roads  bemg 
all  under  one  management.  Our  parishes  are  all  large  enough  to  require 
a  man  for  each  parish,  and  in  some  I  have  two  principal  men. 

My  recommendations  in  regard  to  allocation  to  diferent  roads  are  sel- 
dom much  altered  by  the  district  meetings. 

I  consider  it  a  better  system  to  do  the  work  on  the  road  by  my  own 
men  than  by  contract.  Some  of  the  roads  would  be  better  of  having  more 
money  laid  out  upon  them  if  we  had  funds  for  the  j^urpose. 

There  arc  a  good  many  roads  in  every  district  which  cannot  be  shut  up, 
but  to  which  no  commutation  money  is  applied.  Some  of  tbem  have 
from  time  to  time  been  put  on  the  commutation  list. 

The  turnpike  road  goes  through  Stonehaven.  The  rest  of  the  streets 
are  maintained  out  oi  the  road  money.  The  turnpike  goes  right  through 
the  town  of  Laurencekirk,  and  the  cross  roads  which  run  into  it  are 
mostly  statute  labour  roads. 

The  turnpike  also  goes  through  Bervie,  and  I  don*t  think  the  other 
streets  get  much  done  to  them. 

Some  of  the  farmers  in  this  neighbomrhood  are  very  much  opposed  to 
the  abolition  of  tolls.  They  think  they  would  be  assessed  a  great  deal 
more  heavily ;  but  some  are  in  favour  of  it. 

My  salary  as  surveyor  for  the  whole  of  the  roads  under  my  chaige  is 
L.125. 


SionehaveUy  Saturda^f  IQth  June  1859. 


UEMBEns  PRESENT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.  [  Sir  Andrew  Orr. 

MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 

Nos.  IX.,  X.,  XI.  John  Garland,  Esq..  Caimton ;  Mr  Alez,  T€^lor, 
Cushnie ;  Mr  James  Valentine,  Arnhall,  Examined  ; — 

Johu  Garland,  Along  with  some  others,  we  were  appointed  a  committee  by  the  tenant 
Ksq. ;  Mr  A.  farmers  of  Kincardineshire,  to  attend  to  and  watch  over  Lord  Elcho's  Bill ; 
Taylor ;  Mr  and  we  have  also  been  named,  on  Monday  last,  as  a  committee  to  wait  on 
J.  Valentme.  the  Commissioners. 

We  hand  in  a  copy  of  resolutions  passed  by  the  tenant  fisurmers,  at  a 
meeting  held  on  31  st  May  1858. 

The  principal  obiect  of  these  resolutions  is,  that  in  any  change  the 
tenant  farmers  should  be  properly  represented  in  the  management  of  the 
roads.^  We  are  almost  the  only  county  in  which  tenant  farmers  have  a 
voice  in  the  meetings  as  to  commutation  roads,  and  we  consider  that  our 
roads  are  better  thui  those  in  the  neighbouring  counties.  Our  commuta- 
tion roads  axe  much  better  than  those  either  of  For&r  or  Aberdeenshixe.- 
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In  Forfiirsbire,  the  roads  have  improved  lately  from  having  been  put       County 
under  a  different  system.  ,    o^ 

Our  roads  also  fiave  improved  fit)m  a  change  of  system.    Mr  Garland    Kincardine. 
has  taken  charge  of  the  roads  in  the  Fordoun  District  for  between  30  j^^  Garland 
and  40  years.    Formerly  the  system  of  conversion  prevailed, — paying  one-     Esq. ;  Mr  a! 
half  in  money  and  doing  the  other  half  in  work,  until  about  10  years  i^,     Turlor ;  Mr 
when  we  haa  one  surveyor  appointed  for  the  whole  roads.    To  the  two    J.  valentine, 
changes  may  be  ascribed  the  improvement  of  our  roads,  which  are  now 
kept  upon  a  proper  system, — ^the.metal  being  properly  broken,  and  a  i-e- 
gular  staff  of  labourers  being  employed. 

We  think  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  have  the  turnpike  and  statute 
labour  roads  all  kept  under  a  common  system. 

We  understand  that,  although  the  turnpike  roads  are  under  the  same 
surveyor  and  staff  of  workmen  as  the  statute  labour  roads,  the  district 
meetings  of  the  Statute  Labour  Trustees  have  no  right  to  interfere  in 
regard  to  the  turnpike  roads, — and  the  accounts  of  both  are  kept 
distinct. 

Supposing  any  change  to  take  place,  we  would  think  it  an  advantage 
that  both  turnpike  and  commutation  roads  should  all  be  under  one  Board, 
with  one  common  fund. 

We  do  not  think  that  any  improvement  could  well  be  made  in  our  pre- 
sent system.  We  think  it  is  for  the  public  advantage  tlmt  the  money 
raised  in  each  parish  should  be  laid  out  in  that  parish.  The  traffic  is  now 
more  confined  to  parishes  than  it  was  before;  but  in  going  to  raihvay 
stations,  very  often  the  inhabitants  of  one  parish  must  pass  over  the  roads 
of  another  parish.  This,  no  doubt,  does  throw  an  additional  burden  on 
the  parishes  in  which  the  stations  are ;  but  we  have  uever^felt  our  funds 
fall  short  of  what  is  necessary  for  maintaining  the  roads.  We  are  now 
at  the  maximum  rate  in  the  parish  of  Fordoun. 

We  consider  the  advantage  derived  from  confining  the  money  raised  in 
a  parish  exclusively  to  the  roads  in  that  parish  is,  that  they  are  applied 
with  greater  economy  when  looked  after  by  the  parties  from  whom  the 
money  is  levied. 

We  felt  the  reverse  of  benefit  or  economy  from  the  system  of  each  pro- 
prietor expending  his  own  share  of  road  money  on  the  roads  in  his  own 
estate ;  the  interests  of  the  farmers  were  not  so  much  looked  after. 

We  sometimes  alter  the  surveyor's  scheme  of  appropriation  of  the 
money,  but  not  frequently,  as  we  have  great  confidence  in  him. 

We  have  an  impression  in  favour  of  the  system  at  present  in  operation, 
which  we  think  works  well,  and  we  are  not  disposed  to  change  it. 

There  are  at  present  63  tenants  in  the  county  who  pay  L.300  a-year 
and  upwards,  and  125  who  pay  L.200  a-year  and  upwards,  and  there  are 
149  Commissioners  of  Supply.  We  do  not  desire  any  change  from  our 
present  system.  It  is  the  universal  opinion  of  the  farmers  in  this  county, 
that  no  alteration  is  required  in  the  commutation  road  system;  but  many 
of  us  would  be  glad  to  see  the  turnpikes  done  away  with. 

If  tolls  were  abolished,  we  would  propose  that  an  assessment  should  be 
laid  on  proprietors  and  tenants  equally,  according  to  the  real  rent,  for  the 
pftirpose  of  maintaining  the  roads ;  raised  in  the  same  way  as  for  poors' 
rates,  and  collected  by  the  same  parties.  This,  of  course,  would  be  for  the 
whole  roads,  both  turnpike  and  statute  labour,  and  the  highway  and 
bridge  monev  should  be  done  away  with.  Each  county  should  be  as- 
sessed by  itself  for  its  own  roads.  We  would  still  have  separate  rates  for 
each  parish,  in  the  same  way  as  for  the  poors'  rates. 

In  this  county  the  traffic  has  become  almost  entirely  local ;  there  is 
very  little  through  traffic.  We  have  much  more  traffic  on  some  of  our 
first  class  commutation  roads  than  on  some  of  the  turnpikes. 

Our  impression  is,  that  if  a  tax  were  levied,  one-half  on  owners  and  one- 
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County       half  on  occupants,  according  to  the  real  rent,  it  would  generally  bear 

Kincard'nfi     ^^^'^^'^  "P<^"  *^®  tenant  farmers  than  our  present  burdeiis. 

*       At  present  in  the  Fordoun  District,  very  little  is  paid  in  the  way  of 

John  Garland,  tolls.    Mr  Garland  pays  a  rent  of  L.900  a-year,  and  has  not  paid  lOs. 
Esq.;  Mr  A.  yearly  for  tolls  for  the  last  four  years. 

Taylor ;  Mr     Although  we  attend  on  behalf  of  a  meeting  which  was  called  for  the 

J.  valentme.  ^hole  county,  the  tenants  of  the  Deeside  District  did  not  attend  the  meet- 

ing»and  we  must  therefore  be  considered  as  representing  the  southern 

portion  of  the  county.     The  burden  of  tolls  must  be  felt  heavier  in  the 

Deeside  District  than  in  the  other  parts  of  the  county. 

We  are  entirely  opposed  to  a  system  of  assessment  on  horses ;  and  we 
think  the  simplest  and  fairest  plan  of  assessment  would  be  what  we  have 
suggested. 

We  calculate  that  there  are  in  the  coimty,  horses  for  agricul- 
tural purposes, 3,.^99 

All  other  horses  above  three  years  old,  620 


4,019 


The  tenants  are  in  the  habit  of  attending  the  road  meetings  very  regu- 
larly, especially  in  the  southern  districts  of  the  county,  and  we  and  the 
proprietors  work  very  harmoniously  together. 

The  rental  of  the  parish  of  Fordoun,  since  1852,  has  risen  from  L.14,582 
to  L. 18,599  in  1858 ;  and  we  attribute  this  rise  in  a  great  degree  to  our 
railway  and  good  roads. 


Resolutions  of  Committee  of  Tenant  Farmers. 

(Handed  in  by  the  IVitnesses.) 

At  Laurencekirk,  31st  day  of  May  1858,  the  committee  of  the  tenant 
farmers  of  Kincardineshire,  appointed  at  a  public  meeting  of  that 
body  held  here  on  the  23rd  February  1857,  to  watch  over  their  in- 
terests in  regard  to  any  measure  of  Road  Reform  that  might  be  in- 
troduced into  Parliament,  having  met.  Lord  Elcho's  Bill,  *<To  enable 
Counties  in  Scotland  to  abolish  Tolls  and  Statute  Labour,  and  to 
maintain  their  Public  Roads  and  Bridges  by  Assessment,"  was 
taken  into  consideration,  the  preamble  approved  of,  and  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  agreed  to,  viz. : — 

L  That  the  Bill,  with  certain  modifications  to  be  afterwards  specified, 
ought  to  be  cbmpulsorv  and  not  merely  permissive. 

II.  That  by  the  Local  Road  Act  of  1 795,  all  tenant  farmers  who  pay  L.300 
of  rent  are  entitled  to  act  as  Trustees ;  and  they,  along  with  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Supply,  at  present  form  the  County  Road  Board ;  and  during 
a  period  of  sixty-two  years  the  system  has  worked  well — ^the  condition  of 
the  commutation  roads  in  this  county  having  for  many  years  been  much 
better  than  in  neighbouring  counties,  where  the  same  tenant  qualification 
does  not  exist ;  it  is  therefore  desirable  that  it  should  not  only  be  con- 
tinued in. this  county,  but  extended  to  Scotland  generally. 

III.  That,  in  appointing  a  County  Road  Committee  and  District  Com- 
mittees, one-half  of  the  respective  number  of  members  ought  to  be  occu- 
pants or  tenant  farmers,  as  they  will  have  to  contribute  one-half  of  the 
requisite  funds. 

IV.  That,  in  the  case  of  parishes  being  partly  landward  and  Pttrtlj 
burghal,  the  londwi^rd  part  should  be  disjoined  from  the  burghal,  for  the 
purposes  of  this  Act. 
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V.  That,  by  section  21,  provision  is  made  for  levying  the  tax  by  three       Connty 
modes  of  assessment : — (1.)  One-half  on  proprietors,  and  the  other  half  ^^ 

on  tenants  and  occupants,  which  would  be  unobjectionable,  if  accompanied    ^"°^"^"'°^* 
by  a  rate  on  the  owners  of  horses  and  mules  not  employed  in  agriculture —  j^^jq  Garland 
a  mode  of  assessment  already  in  operation  in  this  county.     (2.)  A  rate  is     Esq. ;  Mr  A, 
laid  exclusively  on  the  owners  of  horses  and  mules,  which  would  operate     Taylor ;  Mr 
to  the  almost  entire  relief  of  landlords,  who  have  a  permanent  interest  in    '^'  Valentine. 
the  soil,  and  throw  it  on  tenant  farmers,  who  have  only  a  very  tem- 
porary interest  in  it — on  the  average,  not  exceeding  9  J  years.     (3.)  The 
third  mode  of  assessment  is  a  combination  of  the  first  and  second,  and 
contains  all  that  is  objectionable  in  either. 

VI.  That,  of  the  three  modes  of  assessment,  the  first  alone,  if  modified  by 
the  addition  of  a  horse  rate,  is  fair  and  equitable  towards  tenant  farmers ; 
the  second  and  third  are  manifestly  and  glaringly  unjust,  and  therefore 
should  be  opposed  by  all  legitimate  means. 

VII.  That  the  power  of  borrowing  money,  conferred  by  section  41  on 
the  County  Road  Committee,  is  too  unlimit^,  and  may  lead  to  abuse ;  it 
ought  therefore  to  be  now  clearly  defined  as  to  the  object  in  borrowing,  as 
well  as  to  the  application  and  repayment  of  the  money. 

Vni.  That  if  the  Bill  be  modified  in  the  way  indicated  in  the  preced- 
ing resolutions,  it  ought  to  be  approved  of  by  tenant  farmers,  and  lU  pro- 
moters supported. 

J.  Garlaio),  Chairman. 


No.  Xn.   Walter  DingwaUy  Esq.,  Examined : — 

I  am  factor  for  Lord  Eintore,  and  I  also  occupy  a  farm  in  the  parish  ^^  T)i«^^f% 
Laurencekirk.     Lord  Kintore's  property  is  spread  over  six  parishes  in  the      ^    *    '^' 
southern  part  of  this  connty,  and  three  in  Forfarshire.    I  agree  with  all 
that  has  been  stated  by  the  three  preceding  witnesses ;  and  I  attribute 
the  superiority  of  the  commutation  roads  in  this  county  to  the  tenant 
farmers  having  a  share  in  their  management. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  present  system,  of  confining  the  funds  of  each 
parish  to  roads  within  that  parish,  is  an  expedient  one ;  and  I  would  not 
suggest  any  alteration  in  the  present  system  of  managing  the  roads. 

I  am  not  prepared,  however,  to  state  that  the  same  system  which  has 
been  adopted  for  Kincardineshire  would  be  equally  applicable  to  Forfar- 
shire ;  yet  I  think  it  would  be  decidedly  an  advantage  in  Forfarshire  if 
the  turnpike  and  statute  labour  roads  were  amalgamated  and  placed 
under  one  management. 

I  think  the  present  roads  in  this  county  are  in  very  good  order,  and 
that  no  more  money  is  required  for  their  maintenance  than  is  at  present 
levied. 

In  making  new  roads,  I  would  provide  the  funds  by  laying  an  increased 
rate  on  the  parish  or  parishes  through  which  the^'  might  pass.  There 
are  a  good  many  public  roads  which  are  not  maintained  out  of  the  statute 
labour  funds,  and  I  think  many  of  these  might  be  placed  on  the  statute 
labour  list.  These  roads  get  no  repair  except  from  private  parties,  and 
some  of  them  are  accesses  to  stations.  Without  making  any  alteration 
in  the  law,  I  would  leave  it  to  be  settled  by  the  district  Trustees  what 
roads  should  be  maintained  from  the  statute  labour  funds.  I  know  a 
good  many  roads  in  the  county  which,  I  think,  the  rate-payers  generally 
would  be  glad  to  see  made  and  maintained. 

Referring  to  what  I  have  said  as  to  Forfarshire,  I  am  of  opinion,  from 
the  circumstances  of  that  county,  that  it  would  be  more  expedient  to 
manage  the  roads  in  districts,  with  one  common  fund  for  eacn  district, 
rather  than  parochially. 
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County 
KiDcardine.  No,  XIII.   Waller  Diciton,  Esq.,  Examined : — 

Walter  I  act  as  agent  for  Mr  Baird  of  Ury  and  other  proprietors  in  tbis  county. 

Dickson,  Esq.  I  hHYe  also  a  farni  in  the  county,  and  another  in  Forfarshire.  I  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  attending  r^ularly  the  Commutation  Road  Meetings 
in  the  Laurencekirk  District,  and  occasionally  those  in  the  St  Cyrus  Dis- 
trict.. The  commutation  roads  in  these  two  districts  are,  I  tliink,  equally 
IV  ell  managed.     They  are  under  diiierent  surveyors. 

I  do  not  think  that  any  improvement  could  be  effected  on  the  present 
system  of  road  management  in  this  county,  which  I  think  is  a  good  one. 

I  think  it  most  desirable  that  tolls  sliouid  be  abolished.  The  expense 
of  collection  by  this  means  is  oflen  as  high  as  50  per  cent,  of  the  revenue. 
A  man  is  expected  to  ^ei  his  living  from  the  toll-bar.  Gknerally  they 
have  no  other  means  of  living. 

A  very  small  portion  of  the  tolls  now  paid  are  paid  for  fann  horses. 
For  my  own  part,  although  I  have  two  farms  in  the  parish  of  Laurence- 
kirk, I  should  not  say  that  my  tolls  for  the  two  amount  to  more  than  20s. 
a  year. 

I  think  it  would  be  very  desirable  that  the  maximum  rates  should  be 
increased,  with  the  view  of  enabling  us  to  take  on  additional  roads.  Both 
in  Laurencekirk  and  St  Cyrus,  as  well  as  in  other  districts,  there  are 
several  roads  which  it  would  be  desirable  to  put  on  the  statute  labour  list, 
if  the  funds  were  sufficient  for  it. 

At  present,  the  onlv  w-ay  we  have  of  getting  a  road  put  upon  the  list  is 
to  have  it  constructed,  in  the  first  place,'  and  put  in  good  ortrer  by  private 
parties.  It  must  then  be  examined  by  the  surveyor,  and  reported  as  suf- 
iicient. 

I  do  not  hold  the  opinion  that  the  expense  of  making  a  road  should 
legitimately  fall  on  proprietors. 

■  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  advantageous  to  have  all  the 
districts  in  the  county  placed  under  one  surveyor,  who  could  devote  his 
time  exclusively  to  the  work. 


Ko.  XIV.  Hercules  Scotty  Esq.,  yr.  of  Brotherton,  Examined : — 

H.  Scott,  Esq.  I  have  for  some  time  taken  an  active  interest  in  road  matters  In  the 
county  of  Kincardine,  and  am  one  of  the  Road  Board,  who  are  appointed 
by  the  general  body  of  Trustees  to  attend  to  business  connected  specially 
with  the  turnpike  roads.  Besides  the  commutation  roads,  I  am  especiallr 
connected  with  those  turnpikes  which  are  comprised  under  the  Consoh- 
dated  Trust.  There  has  lately  been  a  scheme  in  operation,  under  which 
the  Turnpike  Trustees  have  employed  the  Commutation  Trustees  to  ex- 
pend  the  amount  specially  voted  for  the  turnpike  roads,  in  the  propor- 
tions applicable  to  the  parts  of. those  roads  passing  through  the  several 
parishes.  This  scheme  has  been  undertaken  with  the  view  of  simplifying 
the  conduct  of  the  repairs  of  the  turnpike  road,  and  establishing  one 
settlement  and  set  of  accounts. 

I  hold  that  the  accumulations  of  funds  which  hara  taken  place  in  the 
Consolidated  Trust  are  both  illegal  and  unjust,  as  I  conceive  that  the 
Trustees  arc  not  justified  in  raising  from  tolls  a  lai^er  sum  annually  than 
is  necessary  fin-  the  maintenance  and  repair  of  the  roads ;  and  that  the 
present  generation  are  in  this  way  made  to  pay  for  posterity.  As  yet,  the 
tolls  that  have  been  removed  are  mostly  those  in  the  centnd  part  of  the 
county,  and  least  remunerative,  Vliilst  those  oxi  the  confines  have  been 
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continued — ^the  effect  of  which  has  been  to  lay  the  burden  of  maintaining       Connty 
the  whole  roads  principally  upon  the  parties  who  have  to  pay  the  frontier  ^^ 

I  am  myself  an  advocate  for  the  abolition  of  tolls ;  and  as  a  substitute  h.  Scott,  Esq. 
I  see  notmng  that  would  be  fairer  than  an  assessment  on  lands  and  heri- 
tages. The  expense  of  collection  by  means  of  tolls  I  consider  out  of  all 
proportion  to  the  advantages  derived  from  them.  I  assume  that  a  toll- 
keeper  must  have  an  average  profit  of  L.33.  Some  of  the  bars  in  this 
county  let  for  not  more  than  L.50  or  L.60. 

I  am  also  of  opinion  that,  under  any  system  of  assessment,  the  tenants 
should  have  a  voice  in  the  management.  At  present,  the  community  who 
pay  the  tolls  are  practically  unrepresented  in  all  matters  regarding  the 
turnpike  roads  and  the  rates  of  tolls. 

I  think  there  would  be  a  great  advantage  in  this  county  from  the  roads 
being  under  one  surveyor ;  and,  from  the  alteration  of  the  traffic,  I  see  no 
reason  why  the  turnpike  and  commutation  roads  should  be  managed 
separatelv. 

If  the  Commissioners  wish  it,  I  can  forward  them  a  report  of  the  pro- 
ceedings wluch  took  place  in  our  County  Road  Meeting  on  30th  April, 
when  a  series  of  resolutions,  condemnatory  of  the  system  adopted  by  tiie 
Consolidated  Trust,  was  moved  by  me,  and  elicited  much  discussion.  In 
the  course  of  the  argument,  the  whole  of  the  prog  and  cons,  statistics,  etc., 
were  fully  brought  out,  which  might  be  useful. 

I  think,  in  the  event  of  a  measure  passing  through  Parliament  abolish- 
ing the  present  obsolete  distinction  between  the  two  classes  of  roads,  the 
existing  organization  employed  in  connexion  with  commutation  roads 
mig^  advantf^eously  be  extended  to  the  entire  road  system.  Individu- 
ally,  I  shoald  l^  in  &vour  of  cUBtrict  management  and  application  of  frmds 
in  preference  to  application,  etc.,  by  parishea;  but  I  find  a  very  strong 
feeung  against  any  such  withdrawal  of  local  control  over  funds  locally 


I  am  unable  to  offer  an  opinion  as  to  the  most  advisable  system  of  levy- 
ing the  amount  which  may  be  required  to  keep  up  the  roads  in  burghal 
parities  under  any  new  system. 

The  Commissioners  having  wished  me  to  submit  the  queries  put  to  me  to 
D.  Soott,  Esq.  of  Brotherton,  my  father,  I  am  instructed  by  him  to  state  it 
as  his  decided  opinion  that  the  land  must  eventually  keep  up  the  roads,  and 
that  proprietors  may  just  lay  their  account  for  it.  He  believes,  even  if 
tenants  be  nominaify  assessable,  thev  will  give  so  much  less  rent,  and  thus 
fling  back  the  charge  on  their  landlord.  In  general,  he  concurs  with  the 
repMes  I  have  made,  and  is  especially  convinced  of  the  necesnty  of 
aMishing  tolls. 
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XXIir.  COUNTY  OF  BANFF. 


Edinburgh,  2^th  May  1859. 


Couuty 
of 


MBMBEBS  PRESENT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.  |         Duncan  McLaren,  Esq. 

MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


Banff.  ^0. 1.  Andrew  Sttuarty  Esq.,  M.P.»  Examined : — 

Andrew  I  am  a  proprietor  in  the  county  of  Banff,  and  hare  taken  a  considerable 

Steoart,  Esq.  interest  in  the  roads  in  the  county.  I  am  particularly  interested  in  the 
roads  of  eight  of  the  Trusts,  although  in  some  my  interest  is  comparatively 
trifling.  The  road  debts  in  the  county  of  Banff  are  very  large.  In  the 
roads  with  which  I  am  connected,  portions  of  the  debt  arose  from  sub- 
scriptions made  by  parties  interested  in  the  district,  or  who  thought  it 
was  a  good  investment  for  their  money.  The  other  portions  consisted  of 
loans  advanced  by  parties  on  assignation  to  the  tolls,  with  the  pexsonal 
security  of  the  Trustees.  > 

The  arrears  of  unpaid  interest  amount  to  about  L.160,000.  This  arises 
chiefly  from  the  accumulation  of  interest  upon  subsaiptions,  as,  by  our 
local  Act,  bonded  debt  must  be  wholly  discharged  before  any  interest  can 
be  paid  on  the  subscription  debt.  This  large  sum  is  also  composed  of 
compound  interest,  to  a  certain  extent. 

What  I  would  suggest  is,  that  a  certain  number  of  years'  purchase  of 
the  present  revenue  of  the  tolls  (which  amounts  to  about  L.  3,500)  sbou^ 
be  paid  to  the  creditors  in  full  of  their  debts.  I  think  about  35  years' 
purchase  would  be  a  fair  allowance. 

I  think  the  Government  might  advance  the  money,  to  be  repaid  by  an 
assessment  on  the  counties,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Drainage  Money ; 
but  I  consider  it  ought  to  be  spread  over  a  longer  term  of  years. 

I  think  it  would  not  be  fiiir  to  hold  a  debt  to  be  valueless  when  no 
interest  has  been  paid  for  a  certain  number  of  years.  I  know,  for  ex- 
ample, the  case  of  the  Boat  of  Bridge  Trust,  where,  after  a  number  of 
years,  when  the  interest  and  principal  of  the  bonded  debt  was  paid  off, 
the  revenues  then  became  sufficient  to  pay  interest  on  the  subscription 
debt. 

I  think  the  evils  of  the  toll  system  have  been  over-rated  with  respect 
to  Banffshire,  but  I  am  by  no  means  opposed  to  their  abolition,  it  an 
equitable  substitute  could  be  provided. 

I  consider  the  debt  as  the  principal  obstacle  to  such  an  arrangement, 
and  therefore  it  would  be  a  great  matter  if  the  Legislature  would  step  in 
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and  introduce  some  sjBtein  bj  vhich  the  claims  of  creditors  ooold  be      County    ; 
adjusted  and  extinguisned.  of 

There  are  fifteen  separate  Trusts  in  the  county — all  these  have  separate       Banff, 
managements :  and  the  average  length  of  road  in  each  Trust  will  be  about       Andrew 
11  miles,  but  in  some  there  are  not  above  four.  Stcuart^  Esq. 

The  existence  of  so  many  Trusts,  with  separate  officials,  occasions  a 
▼ery  heavy  expense.  I  may  mention  that  a  report  was  drawn  up  about 
ten  years  ago,  bv  Mr  Coutts  of  Banff,  showing  that  consolidation  of 
management  would  save  some  L.200  or  Ji.300  a-year,  but  it  could  not 
be  adopted  on  account  of  the  existence  of  the  debt. 

There  are  a  great  number  of  surveyors,  although  one  surveyor  may 
act  for  several  of  the  Trusts. 

There  are  two  roads  in  Banff  which  were  originally  turnpikes,  but  on 
which  the  toUs  have  been  abandoned.  It  is  not  considered  anybody*s 
duty  now  to  keep  them  in  repair.  One  reason  of  the  abandonment  of  the 
tolls  was,  that  one  or  two  bridges  had  &llen  down,  and  there  were  no 
funds  for  rebuilding  them — ^whilst  no  tolls  could  be  levied  until  the  bridges 
were  repaired  and  the  roads  passable. 

At  one  time  it  was  proposed  to  assist  the  turnpikes  by  an  appropriation 
of  statute  labour  funds ;  but  I  was  privately  advised  that  this  was  illegal. 

I  have  known  cases  in  which  road  debts  belonging  to  bankrupt  estates 
have  been  sold  greatly  under  their  nominal  value,  and  I  should  say  under 
their  real  value. 

If  the  debt  were  got  rid  of,  I  would  consider  it  desirable  that  both 
statute  labour  and  turnpike  roads  should  be  placed  under  the  same  system. 

Our  statute  labour  roads  are  in  a  very  uncertain  state.  I  do  not  know, 
on  my  own  property,  what  are  statute  labour  roads  and  what  are  not. 

There  is  no  separate  bridge  money  levied  in  the  countv. 

The  sum  allocated  to  the  county  of  Banff  by  the  Highland  Roads  and 
Bridges  is  very  small.  The  assessment  for  this  is  very  trifling,  sometimes 
not  more  than  L.IO  or  L.12  for  the  whole  county. 

I  have  calculated  that  an  assessment  of  L.4,000  or  L.  6,000  on  the 
county  for,  say  30  years,  would  liberally  discharge  the  debt.  This  would 
not  amount  to  4  per  cent,  on  the  rental,  divisible  between  the  owner 
and  occupier.  This  would  not  be  a  very  heavy  tax  on  the  occupants^ 
although  there  were  an  additional  tax  for  the  maintenance  of  the  roads. 

I  would  have  a  small  assessment,  not  exceeding  10s.  ner  horse,  on  agri- 
cultural horses,  with  higher  rates  on  other  horses,  and  perhaps  on  car- 
riages, and  the  remainder  on  lands  and  heritages. 

i  think  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  a  Commissioner  or  a  General  Board, 
consisting  of  a  small  number,  to  advise  with  the  counties  as  to  managing 
the  roads,  consolidation  of  Trusts,  etc,  and  settle  points  in  dispute.  I 
think  the  utility  of  such  a  Board  would  be  well  worth  the  cost  to  the 
country  generally. 


Keiihy  Friday,  ls<  Jif^  1859. 

MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.  |         Sir  Andrew  Orr. 

MR  SMYTHE  l^  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  II.  Robert  Cfreen^  Esq.,  Solicitor,  Keith,  Examined : — 

I  am  clerk  and  treasurer  to  the  Boat  of  Bridge  Trwt,  the  Keith  Trusty  H.  Green,  E«q. 
and  the  Boharm  Stupention  Bridge, 
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County  .        AH  the  Trusts  in  the  county  are  constituted  under  one  Act,  which 
Bmff        passed  in  1846.     The  first  Act  for  the  county  was  passed  in  1804, 44  Geo. 

•       tn.  cap.  81,  whidi  has  also  reference  to  the  statute  labour  roads.     It 

B.  Qreen,  Eaq.^^  renewed  as  to  the  turnpike  roads  by  the  6  Geo.  IV.  cap.  109,  and 
again  by  an  Act  passed  in  1846,  9  and  10  Victoria,  which  is  the  eTi«ting 
local  Act  as  regards  turnpikes. 

The  Boat  of  Bridge  7\tmpike  extends  to  neariy  7  miles,  whereof  about 
1}  miles  are  in  Morayshire.    There  are  two  toll-bars,  which  are  let. 

The  revenue  in  1856-57  was     .        .        .        .    L.167    0    6 
„  1857-58  .  .         282     5  10 

The  expense  of  maintenance,  including  salaries, 

in  1856-57  was L.99    3     4 

1857-68  140    2     5 

The  snrveyor's  salary  is  L.5,  and  the  clerk*s  L.d,  3s. 

The  debt,  at  May  1658,  consisted  of  L.9,722  10    3 

Whereof—Subscription  debt,      L.1,775    3    8| 
And  arrears  of  interest  at  5  per 
cent.,         ....        7,474  19    6^ 

L.9,250    3    e 
Debt  to  Railway  Company,    .        .    472    7    1 

9,722  10    3 

When  the  Great  North  of  Scotland  Railway  applied  for  their  Act  there 
existed  a  debt  of  L. 61 9, 12s.  8d.,  for  which  the  Trustees  were  personaBr 
liable.  The  Railway  Company  paid  off  this  debt,  taking  a  oond  ana 
assignation  for  the  amount.  The  arrangement  then  made  by  the  Tnis- 
tees  was,  that  no  interest  should  be  paid  upon  tbe  Railway  Companj's 
debt  until  2}  per  cent,  interest  had  been  paid  on  the  original  subseriptioii 
debt  of  L.1,775,  38.  8id.;  and  it  was  farther  agreed  that  the  expenses  of 
repairs  and  management  should  not  exceed  L.44  annually.  Ihuing  the 
two  past  years  the  expense  of  repairs  has  considerably  exceeded  that  sum, 
and  the  result  has  been,  that  no  interest  has  been  paid  on  the  subscription 
debt.  It  is  thought  likely  that,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  the  debt  to 
tbe  Railway  Company  will  be  paid  off.  At  present  they  receiTe  5  per 
cent,  interest,  and  a  portion  of  the  principal  has  already  been  paid  off. 

Before  the  railway  was  in  progress,  or  any  arrangement  entered  info 
with  the  Company,  the  revennes  were  only  sufficient  to  pay  the  interest 
on  the  borrowed  money,  and  no  interest  was  paid  on  the  original  subscrip- 
tions. The  subscribers  were  parties  through  whose  properties  the  road 
passed,  viz.,  the  Earl  of  Seafield,  the  Earl  of  Fife,  and  Mr  Stenart  of 
Auchlunkart. 

The  Keith  Turnpike  extends  to  seven  miles,  whereof  one  mile  is  in 
Elginshire.  There  are  two  tolls,  one  at  each  end  of  the  town  of  Keith — 
which  clear  one  another. 

The  revenue  for  1856-57  was  .        .        .    L.294    9    0 

„  1857-58  .         .         .        .         271  19     0 

The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1856-57  was         L.516    8    0 
But  a  large  portion  of  this  arose  from  the  extra* 
ordinary  expense  of  building  a  new  toll-house. 
The  expense  of  maintenance  for  1857-58  .        257     3    1 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.IO,  and  the  clerk's  L.5,  5s. 

Tlie  revenue  has  suffered  materially  from  the  coaches  being  withdrawn 
in  consequence  of  the  opening  of  tbe  railway. 
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There  is  iu>  debt  on  the  road,  and  at  May  1858,  there  was  a  balaooe  in       County 
bank  of  Iu27d,  3s.  8d.  «* 

I  do  not  apprehend  that  the  revenues  will  in  future  be  insufficient  for 
the  proper  maintenanoe  of  the  road.  The  sarveyor  is  a  Mr  Watson,  r.  Qreei^Esq. 
Lord  Seafield's  forester,  and  has  the  cha]:ge  of  the  Boat  of  Bridge  Road 
and  this  road;  and  he  superintends  the  statute  labour  roads  on  Lord 
Seafield*s  property,  in  the  Keith  District.  He  certifies  the  accounts  of 
the  workmen,  which  I  pay  as  treasurer. 

The  Boharm  Stupemum  Bridge,  oyer  the  Spey,  was  buHt  in  1830,  the 
funds  being  raised  by  subscription.    These  amounted  to  L.2^525    0    0 

Besides  a  sum  borrowed  from  bank  on  the  personal 
security  of  the  Tmsteesy 850    0    0 

L.3,B75    0    0 


The  pontage  is  let. 

The  rerenne  for  1856-R7  was      ....  L.112    4    4 
„  1857-58  .         .       188    5    0 

The  revenue  has  ve^  nradi  &Tlen  off  nnce  the  opening  of  the  railway 
And  this  year  the  toll  is  let  for  only  £35. 

The  ordinary  expense  of  maintenance  Is  very  imcertain. 

Hie  bridge  is  a  suspension  one,  with  wooden  supporters^  and  some  years 
it  requires  a  considerable  smn  to  be  laid  out  upon  it — in  other  years  it  is 
a  mere  trifle. 

The  debt  of  Ij.850  has  been  paid  up  by  some  of  the  Trustees,  who  now 
rank  as  creditors  for  the  amount,  and  mive,  as  yet,  reedved  interest  at 
4  percent. 

No  intexest  has  ever  been  paid  upon  the  oridnal  subscriptions,  which, 
with  arrears  of  interest  at  5  per  cent.,  amounted,  at  'WhUsunday  1858,  to 
119,855,  4s.  4d. 

There  is  no  surveyor,  and  the  derk^s  salary  is  L,2, 2s.  At'Whitsnnday 
1858,  there  was  a  balance  in  bank  of  L.239,  7& 

There  is  a  stated  yearly  meeting  of  the  Trustees,  and  other  special 
meetings,  as  occasion  may  require — generally  one  or  two  in  the  course  of 
the  year.    There  are  only  four  gentlemen  locaHy  interested  as  Trustees. 

The  tolls  in  the  neighbourhood  arc  not  held  to  be  oppressive.  The 
rates  on  the  Keith  Trust  for  carts  and  horses  have  been  considerably  re- 
duced, and  are  lower  than  for  the  county  generally. 


ISo,  III.  Alexander  Soutevy  Esq.,  Solicitor,  Banff,  Examined : — 

I  am  clerk  to  the  Commissioners  of  Suppjy  of  the  county,  and  general     Alexander 
derk  boUi  to  the  Turnpike  and  Conamntatton  Boad  Trustees.  Souier^  Esq.^ 

There  arc  two  statutory  meetings  annually  of  the  Eoad  Trustees.  Tbe 
original  Statute  Labour  Act  fur  the  county  was  passed  in  1804,  in  cod- 
junction  with  the  Turnpike  Head  Act,  and  was  dedarcd  perpetual  as  re- 
gards statute  labour  on  the  renewal  of  the  Turnpike  Road  Act  in  1825. 

The  county  is  divided  for  statute  labour  purposes  into  five  districts, 
under  the  power  contdned  in  the  Act — eadi  distrjiet  comprising  a  number 
of  parishes — the  district  Trustees  being  proprietors^  having  the  proper 
qu^iiBeation  in  the  different  parishes  composing  the  district.  The  quali- 
fication is  being  possessed  of  land  to  the  vdue  of  It.l00x>f  valued  rent. 
The  same  qualification  applies  to  Turnpike  Trustees,  with  the  addition  of 
si^bscribos  to  the  amount  of  L.lOO ;  bnt  with  this  exception,  Uiat  no  pt;r- 
saa  who  acquires  a  subscription  debt  of  L.lOO  for  a  less  sum  than  L.J0O 
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Ooanty       is  entitled  to  act  as  a  Trustee.     I  know  of  a  great  many  cases  in  which 
of  subscription  debts  have  been  sold  at  less  than  their  nominal  value.    Man  j 

^^°^'        parties  subscribed  to  the  roads  as  an  investment,  without  having  anj  in- 
Alexander    ^^^^  ^^  ^^  lands  through  which  the  road  passed. 

Pouter,  Esq.  ^  hzn^  in  the  last  statement  of  the  accounts  of  the  turnpike  roads  and 
bridges  in  the  county.  I  have  no  similar  statement  as  to  the  statute 
labour  roads. 

In  the  Boyndie  Trust  there  are  25  parties  pecuniarily  interested ;  and 
a  great  number  of  the  persons  whom  these  represent  were  not  parties  in. 
terested  in  the  land.  In  fact,  when  the  roads  were  made,  there  was  a  re- 
gular canvass  for  subscriptions  through  the  county,  and  persons  were  in- 
duced to  subscribe,  thinldng  it  was  a  safe  and  prratable  investment  for 
their  money. 

In  the  Mamoch  Trust  there  are  subscriptions  varying  from  L.IO  to 

L. 3,000  (many  being  at  L.IO),  and  36  parties  are  pecuniarily  interested. 

The  largest  subscription  debt  of  L.3,000  was  formerly  due  to'Mr  Moriaon 

>  of  Aucmntoul,  by  whose  creditors  it  was  sold  to  the  Scottish  Provincial 

.  Insurance  Company,  at  Aberdeen. 

In  the  Portsoy  Trust  there  are  42  parties  pecuniarily  interested  in  sub- 

'  scriptions,  varying  from  L.6  to  L.800.     In  both  the  Boyndie  and  Portsoy 

Trusts,  the  Great  North  of  Scotland  Railway  took  a  portion  of  the  origi- 

<  nal  subscriptions,  to  the  extent  of  one-half.     Each  subscriber  at  that 

'time  received  half  the  amount  of  his  original  subscription ;  and  the  Rail. 

way  Company  now  stand  as  creditors  for  half  the  amount  of  the  original 

:    subscriptions  on  both  these  lines,  and  also  for  half  the  amount  of  the  ac- 

xnimulated  arrears  of  interest.    These  were  the  two  Trusts  which  it  was 

considered  that  the  railway  would  peculiarly  affect. 

The  District  Statute  Labour  Trustees  are  not  held  to  be  bound  to  send 
in  their  accounts  annually  to  the  general  meeting  of  Trustees,  but  some 
of  them  do.  There  are  very  seldom  any  cases  of  appeal  from  the  District 
Trustees.  The  only  road  in  the  county  which  is  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Highland  Roads  and  Bridges  Commissioners  is  the  Speyside  Road 
and  the  Bridge  of  Craigellachie.  There  is  no  toll  upon  the  road.  The 
proportion  of  three-fourths,  which  the  county  is  called  upon  to  pay,  ii 
levied  by  a  distinct  assessment,  along  with  the  rogue-money  and  other 
county  assessments.  There  is  only  about  1^  miles  of  road ;  but  the 
.'bridge  is  expensive. 

There  has  been  no  oountv  meeting  in  Banff  regarding  the  abolition  of 
'  tolls,  although  the  subject  has  been  discussed.  I  think  the  general  fed- 
in^  is  in  fi&vour  of  doing  away  with  tolls,  provided  it  could  be  aooom- 
pbshed.  No  doubt  a  large  amount  is  overpaid  by  the  collection  of  tolls. 
My  own  impression  is,  that  every  toll  that  is  let  costs  the  county,  on  an 
average,  L.45  to  L.60. 

There  are  two  roads  in  the  county  upon  which  the  tolls  have  been 
abandoned,  the  revenue  having  been  insufficient  to  keep  the  road  in 
order.  One  of  these — the  Boharm  Road — is  in  a  miserable  state  ;  there 
are  no  funds  to  keep  it  up.  The  other  is  in  a  good  state,  having  been  re- 
paired some  years  ago  at  the  private  expense  of  Colond  Gordon  of  Park, 
and  the  trustees  of  the  late  James,  Earl  of  Fife,  with  a  view  to  having 
the  tolls  re-established  ;  but  that  has  never  been  done.  I  cannot  state 
'whether  any  statute  labour  money  is  applied  to  this  road ;  but  such  ap- 
^plication  would  be  lawful  if  sanctioned  by  the  District  Trustees.  There  is 
no  reason  why  the  Boharm  Road  should  not  also  be  placed  on  the  sta* 
tute  labour  list ;  but  before  the  District  Trustees  would  consent  to  this, 
I  suspect  they  would  insist  upon  its  being  put  into  a  state  of  compara- 
tively good  repair. 

The  statute  labour  money  levied  in  each  parish  is  expended  exclusively 
^n  roads  within  that  parisa.    The  maximum  astessment  is  408.  sterling 
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on  the  L.lOO  Scots,  of  old  valuation.    It  is  levied  from  the  proprietors,       County 
who  have  the  power  of  recovering  three-fourths  from  the  tenants.    The       v^^b 
assessment  is  at  present  at  its  maximum  ;  but  I  consider  that  the  sum        ^"^  * 
levied  is  altogether  inadequate  to  keep  the  roads  in  proper  order ;  and  we    Alexander 
have  to  depend,  in  a  great  degree,  on  the  assistance  given  bj  the  farmers   Souter,  Esq. 
in  cartinp^  materials. 

'nil  within  the  last  few  years,  in  this  county  we  were  under  what  I  con- 
sidered a  very  bad  svstem  in  regard  to  the  expenditure  of  our  statute 
labour  money.  Eacn  proprietor  took  charge  of  the  outlay  on  his  own 
property.  We  are  now  getting  into  an  improved  state,  by  having  a  sur- 
veyor appointed  for  each  district ;  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  Charles- 
town  District,  the  whole  county  will  be  under  district  surveyors  in  the 
course  of  the  next  twelve  months.  I  anticipate  great  benefit  from  this 
change,  having  seen  the  working  of  it  in  the  Turriff  District  of  Aberdeen- 
shire, where  great  benefit  has  been  derived  from  it. 

I  think  it  would  be  an  improvement  to  manage  the  statute  labour  roads 
by  districts,  with  a  fund  common  to  all  the  districts. 

As  clerk  to  the  Greneral  Road  Trustees,  I  have  L.45  per  annum,  which 
is  apportioned  among  the  different  Trusts  according  to  their  revenue ;  and 
I  have  L.6  as  statute  labour  derk. 

The  expenses  of  managjement  of  turnpike  roads  in  the  coimty  of  Banfif> 
including  surveyors*  salaries,  upon  an  average  of  several  years,  amounted 
to  about  L.1,  Is.  6d.  per  mile. 

As  a  substitute  for  tolls,  the  feeling  in  the  county  would  be  in  fiivour  of 
an  assessment. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  at  present  there  are  a  great  number  of  roads,  to 
which  statute  labour  money  is  applied,  which  might  be  dispensed  with. 

A  proposal  was  sometime  ago  made  to  have  all  the  Turnpike  Trusts  in  ^ 
the  county  consolidated ;  but  it  was  found  that  the  complication  of  differ- 
ent interests,  arising  from  the  debt  upon  the  roads,  formed  an  obstacle  to 
its  accomplishment.    If  any  means  could  be  devised  for  getting  rid  of  the  - 
debt,  I  see  no  objection  to  such  a  proposal. 

Even  if  matters  were  in  other  respects  to  remain  as  they  are,  I  would  ^' 
be  in  favour  of  the  statute  labour  money  being  levied  on  the  i^al  rent  in- 
stead of  the  valued  rent. 
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County 
No.  IV.  John  Fleming  J  Esq.,  Ballindallocb,  Examined  : —  Banff. 

I  am  clerk  and  treasurer  to  the  Aberhur  and  Inveravon  Turnpike,        John 
which  extends  to  lOJ  miles— 1^  being  in  the  county  of  Moray — with  2  Fleming,  Esq. 
tolls,  which  are  let. 

The  revenue  in  1856-57  was      ....    L.219  13    9 
„  1857-58, 203  13    9 

The  expense  of  maintenance,  including  manage- 
ment, 1856-57,  was        L.159    0    C 

„       1857-4^, 133    8    4 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.10,  and  the  clerk's,  L.5,  5s. 

The  debt  consisted,  at  May  1858,  of  .         .       L.  17,222    1     4 
Original  subscriptions,       .        .     L.2,259    3    0 
Borrowed  money,      .         .        .  200    0    0 

Unpaid  interest,        .        .        .      14,762  18    4 

— 17,222     1     4 

The  sum  of  L.200  of  borrowed  money  has  since  been  paid  off.  No  in- 
terest has  ever  yet  been  paid  on  the  original  subscriptions ;  but  at  Whit- 
sundajr  1859  we  had  a  balance  at  our  credit  in  the  bank  of  L.141,  which 
is  available  for  a  dividend.  Our  revenue  has  increased  lately,  owing  to 
the  railway  having  been  made  to  Craigellachie  at  the  lower  end  of  our 
road ;  and  I  anticipate  a  farther  rise,  as  the  traffic  continues  to  be  de- 
veloped. 

The  rates  of  toll  on  the  road  are  not  heavy. 

I  am  factor  upon  the  estate  of  Ballindalloch,  and  I  talce  some  charge  of 
the  statute  labour  roads  on  the  property.  They  are  chiefly  in  the 
Oharlestown  District.  We  have  a  surveyor  in  that  district,  who  has  the 
charge  of  laying  out  the  money ;  and  he  has  to  take  care  that  the  money 
raised  in  each  parish  is  expended  within  that  parish.  This  is  strictly  at- 
tended to.  No  doubt,  in  many  cases  it  would  be  an  advantage  if  the 
money  were  applicable  to  the  roads  of  the  district  generally,  because  then 
the  main  roads  would  be  more  attended  to. 

The  tenants  in  the  district  do  not  give  any  aid  in  repairing  the  statute 
labour  roads;  but  there  are  some  roads  which  are  not  on  the  statute 
labour  list,  such  as  peat  and  mill  roads,  to  which  they  do,  for  their  own 
sakes,  give  some  assistance.  1  think  it  would  be  an  improvement  if  the 
statute  labour  money  were  levied  upon  the  real  rent  instead  of  as  at  pre- 
sent, and  that  it  should  not  be  limited  in  its  amount. 

The  sum  paid  by  the  tenants  on  a  rental  of  L.4000  is  L.25. 

I  think  it  would  be  advisable  to  introduce  some  of  the  tenants  into  the 
management.  On  a  property  in  Aberdeenshire,  of  which  I  had  the 
management,  the  tenants  were  allowed  to  share  in  the  management ;  and 
the  remit  was,  that  they  gave  additional  labour  more  cheerfully,  from 
being  interested  in  Uie  roads. 

I  have  also  to  attend  the  statute  labour  road  meetings  connected  with 
the  Badenoch  District  in  Inverness-shire,  where  there  is  property  belong- 
ing to  Ballindalloch.  There  has  recently  been  great  damage  done  in  that 
district  by  a  thunderstorm.  Three  bridges  have  been  carried  away,  and 
several  of  the  smaller  conduits  destroyed.  The  assessment  in  Inverness- 
shire  is  not  limited  to  any  maximum,  and  is  payable  by  the  owners  and 
occupants  in  the  same  proportion  as  in  this  county.  The  assessment  in 
the  aistrict  is  this  year  three  times  as  much  as  usual,  in  order  to  repair 
the  above  damage. 
In  South  Uist  and  Barra,  the  roads  are  entirely  maintained  by  the  pro- 
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County      prietors  and  tenants.     These  are  all  statute  labour  roads ;  and  the  pro- 

^^.        prietors  there  complain  yerj  much  of  haTiog  to  pay  a  laxge  aasessment 

•        for  military  roads  in  the  county  of  Inverness,  without  having  any  benefit 

John        from  them. 

Flcmhip^,  Esq.*    I  think  it  would  be  an  advantag:e  if  the  whole  roads — ^turnpike,  statuti 

labour,  and  military  —  were  all  united  under  one  management,  and  si^ 

ported  out  of  a  common  fund,  provided  the  debts  on  the  Turnpike  Trusts 

were  got  rid  of. 


No.  y.  William  Robert  Gordon,  Esq.,  Banff,  Examined  :-* 

William  B.        ^  *"*  ^^^^^  ^'^d  treasurer  to  the  Boyndie  Turnpike,  the  Marnoch  Turn- 
Gordon,  Esq.  pike,  the  Forglen  Turnpike,  the  Eastside  Bridge,  and  the  Banff  District 
of  Statute  Labour  Roads. 

The  Boyndie  Turnpike  extends  to  nearly  13  miles,  with  S  tolls. 

The  revenue  in  1856-57  was      ....    L.377  11    0 
„  1867-68, 365     8    6 

The  expense  of  maintenance  and  management 

in  1856-67  was L.378     8    9 

„    1857-68, 486     1.11 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.16,  and  the  derk's,  L.8. 

The  surveyor  is  also  surveyor  of  other  roads  in  the  county  of  Ban£^  ts 
well  as  in  Aberdeenskire. 

The  debt  at  May  1858  was       .         .        .        L.23.,603  18    3 
Whereof — 
Original  Subscriptions,  L. 4,330  12    6 

Accumulated  interest  at  5  per 
cent.,  ....       19,273    6    9 

23,603  18    3 


Until  about  three  years  ago,  we  were  enabled  to  pay  interest  at  the 
rate  of  2 J  per  cent,  on  the  money  originally  subscribed,  the  other  2^ 
per  cent,  bein^  added  to  the  accumulated  arrears.  But  the  Trustees 
have  had  occasion  to  expend  a  large  sum  on  making  a  thorough  repair  of 
the  road,  which  had  got  into  a  very  bad  state,  and  this  has  exhausted  all 
our  surplus  income.  Many  of  the  proprietors  thought  we  had  contintud 
to  pay  a  dividend  too  long,  and  that  we  should  not  have  allowed  the  roid 
to  get  into  such  bad  condition.  The  repairs  are  still  in  progress,  but  I 
think  another  year  will  complete  them. 

There  has  been  no  material  change  in  the  amount  of  revenue  for  some 
years ;  but  the  railway,  which  is  now  being  constructed,  from  Grange  to 
Banff  and  Portsoy,  runs  nearly  parallel  to  the  greater  portion  of  the  road, 
and  is  likely  to  affect  the  traffic. 

The  Great  North  of  Scotland  Railway  Company  hold  one-half  of  the 
subscription  debt,  and  accumulations  of  interest  thereon. 

The  Marnoch  Turnpike  extends  to  20  miles,  with  3  toUs,  and  half  of 
another  toll,  which  is  divided  with  the  Huntly  Trust  in  Aberdeenshire. 
These  tolls  are  generally  let,  but  one  has  for  three  years  been  in  the  hands 
of  the  Trustees. 

The  revenue  for  1866-67  was     ...        . 
Lesaforcoliectionof  one  bar,    .... 


1867-58, 


L.673  16 
18  0 

4 
0 

L.666  16 
697  18 

4 
4 
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The  expense  of  mainfenaaee  sad  iiianagemeiit|18d6-7»Ii.572    7    3  OMtntr 

„  „  ISS7'9,     486    2    9  of 

Banif. 

The  sarreyor^s  salary  is  L.26,  and  the  clerk's,  L.IO.  

The  debt  at  May  1858  was        .  .        L.45,768     1     8  Gordon,  Evq. 

Whereof- 
Original  subscriptions,      .        .   L.6,313    7    0 
Anrean  of  interest  at  5  per  cent.,  39,464  14    8 

46,768    1    8 


iVvm^ 


Dividends  have  been  paid  occasionaDy  at  intervals.  Onr  kst  vas  paid 
in  1866,  which  was  2(  per  cent,  on  the  original  subscriptions.  We  expect 
to  pay  anotlier  this  year  at  the  same  rate, — at  least  we  have  sufficient 
funds  in  hand  to  enable  us  to  do  so. 

This  road  will  also  be  affected  by  the  railway,  but  not  so  much  as  the 
Boyndie  Road. 

The  For^lm  TumpiJ»  extends  to  11  miles  6  furlongs,  with  2  bars, 
which  are  tet. 

The  revenue  in  1866-67  was      ....    L.106    0    0 
„  1867-68, 146    0    0 

The  expense  of  maintenance  and  management 

in  1866-67  was L.93  18    3 

„    1867-68, 132  17    3 

The  surveyor's  salary  iaL.6,  and  the  clerk's,  L.6, 6s. 

The  debt  at  Whitsunday  1868  was    .  L.  15,422    4    2 

'Whereof— 

Money  borrowed  from  two  of 

the  Trustees,         .        .         .       L.514    0    0 
Original  subscriptions,  2,568  16    9 

Arrears  of  interest  at  6  per 

cent., 12,339    8    6 

X6,422     4    2 

No  interest  has  ever  been  paid  on  the  Ii.614  of  borrowed  money,  nor 
has  it  been  accumulated,  nor  have  we  ever  paid  any  dividend  on  the  sub- 
scriptions since  I  became  clerk  in  1860.  The  road  is  now  in  very  good 
order,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  suppose  that  the  future  revenue  will 
be  sufficient  to  keep  it  up. 

The  Eastside  Bridffe,  over  the  Deveron,  is  a  stone  bridge.  It  was 
bwlt  by  subscriptions,  and  considerable  donations  were  made  by  the  pro- 
prietors, both  on  the  Aberdeen  and  Banff  sides. 

The  original  subscriptions  amounted  to  L.736. 

The  pontage  in  1856-67  was  let  for   .        .        .    L.166    0    0 
„  1867-68,     „  ...         225     0     0 

The  expense  of  maintenance,  and  repair  and 
management,  in  1866-67,  was  L.  26  11    0 

„  ^   1867-68,      ....  18     2    5 

The  surveyor  has  L.l,  and  the  clerk  L.8,  3s. 

There  Is  a  tanking  fbnd,  established  some  yean  ago^  for  mee^g  any 
extra  repavs,  mto  which  L.16  is  paid  annuaOy.  At  Whitsunday  1868  it 
amoanted  to  L.161, 78.  8d. 
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County  We  have  been  paying  7}  per  cent,  interest  on  the  orij^al  sabficriptaaDS, 

^^  of  which  4  per  cent,  is  for  interest,  and  3}  to  pay  ofif  the  capitaL 

The  sabscriptions  as  above  were    •        .        .        L.735    0    0 

-wmiamB.  Interest  accumulated  to  Whitsunday  1868,     .  826    7    9 


Gordon,  Esq. 


L.1,561     7     9 

The  parish  of  Banff  is  included  in  my  district  of  statute  labour  roads, 
but  I  onlv  collect  from  the  landward,  and  not  from  the  burghal  portion  of 
the  parish. 

The  statute  labour  money  is  collected  separateljr  in  the  town,  and.  lud 
out  under  the  superintendence  of  the  Police  Commissioners. 

The  whole  district  is  now  under  one  surveyor ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  this 
arrangement  will  be  beneficial,  although  the  system  has  not  been  long 
enough  in  operation  to  enable  me  to  judge  of  its  practical  working.  The 
surveyor  of  the  statute  labour  roads  has  also  charge  of  the  turnpikes  in 
the  district.  1  should  say  that  the  money  collected  in  this  district  is 
sufficient  to  keep  the  roads  in  proper  repair,  although  many  of  the  roads 
are  in  bad  repair,  owing  to  the  system  which  formerly  prevailed.  Some 
of  the  proprietors  had  Targe  accumulations  in  their  hands,  because  there 
were  no  roads  on  their  estates  which  stood  in  need  of  repair,  although 
others  were  in  advance,  and  other  roads  in  the  parishes  required  the 
money. 

I  think  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  the  public  generally  if  the  roads 
throughout  the  district  were  under  one  management,  with  one  common 
fund ;  and  I  would  extend  this  to  the  whole  roads  in  the  county,  both 
turnpike  and  statute  labour.  There- seems  to  be  no  great  obstacle  to  th^ 
except  the  debts. 

1  receive  a  per  centage  of  2i^  per  cent,  on  the  collection  of  the  statute 
labour  money. 


No.  VI.  Alexander  Marquis^  Esq.,  Fochabers,  Examined : — 

Alexander        I  am  clerk  and  treasurer  to  the  Enzie  Turnpike,  the  Fochabers  Tom- 
Marquis,  Esq.  pike,  and  the  PorUGordon  Turnpike. 

The  Ensie  Turnpike  extends  to  6}  miles,  with  2  tolls,  which  are  let; 
but  one  of  these  is  aivided  with  the  Cullen  Trust* 

The  revenue  in  1856-57  was      ....     L.114    810 
„         1857-68, 125  11     0 

The  expense  of  muntenance  and  management 

in  1856-67  was L.76    5    6 

„   1857-58, 116    8     9 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.4, 14s.  4d.,  and  the  clerk's,  L.5. 

The  debt  at  Whitsunday  1858  was    .  L.9,113  10    6 

Whereof- 
Original  subsmptions,       .        .    L.  1,491  12    9 
Accumulated  interest  at  5  per 

cent., 7,621  17    9 

1 9,113  10    6 

From  1824  to  1829  inclusive,  5  per  cent,  interest  was  paid  on  the 
original  sabscriptions,  as  well  as  on  the  sum  then  accumnlatea  as  inteiest, 
besides  two  payments  of  4  per  cent.    For  the  three  years  till  1883  no  in> 
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terest  was  paid.  Since  then  to  1843  there  were  five  payments  of  2^  per 
cent.  From  1843  to  1846  there  were  no  payments ;  and  from  1846  to 
1858  inclusive,  there  were  nine  payments  at  mfferent  rates.  We  divided 
whatever  surplus  fund  there  was  among  the  subscribers,  according  to  the 
anioimt  of  their  subscriptions. 

The  following  are  the  payments  made  firom  1833  downwards : — 


County 

of 
Banff. 

Alexander 
Marquis,  Esq. 


1833, 

L.78  12  If 

1834, 

48  6  ]0| 

1836, 

52  10  8 

1838, 

95  3  1^ 

1843, 

124  9  8| 

1846, 

107  1  0 

1847, 

90  10  6 

1848, 

109  7  2J 

1849, 

99  16  74 

18d0, 

65  5  104 

1851, 

50  17  9 

1852, 

54  17  Hi 

1853, 

38  7  6| 

1858, 

58  5  1 

• 

L.1,073  12  IJ 

There  is  a  sum  of  L.36  in  hand,  but  I  do  not  think  it  should  be  applied 
to  payment  of  a  dividend,  and  it  ought  rather  to  be  expended  on  the 
road. 

Our  revenue  has  been  falling  off,  the  traffic  having  been  affected  by  the 
railway. 

Had  simple  interest  only  been  calculated  on  the  debt,  the  result  would 
have  been  as  follows : — 


Original  subscriptions,  as  before. 
Periodical  interest  to  1st  May 

1809,       .... 
Do.  to  26th  May  1859, 


L.1,491  12    9 


L.252    0    8 
3,734    5     4 


3,986     6    0 


L.5,477  18     9 
Deduct  total  amount  of  interest  paid  from  1824 

to  1858, 2,224  15  11 


Amount  of  debt  at  simple  interest, 


L.3,253    2  10 


ThiB  Fochaberi  Tumpiis  extends  to  5  miles.  It  is  a  continuation  of 
the  Keith  Turnpike,  and  is  wholly  in  the  county  of  Elnn,  although  it  is 
one  of  the  Trusts  of  the  county  of  Banff.    There  is  1  toU. 

The  revenue  in  1856-57  was      ....    L.251  10    0 
„  1857-58, 246    6    6 

The  toll  is  let  for  the  current  year  at  L.50,  and  the  coaches  are 
entirely  taken  off,  the  traffic  having  been  diverted  by  the  Inverness 
Railway. 

The  expense  of  maintenance  and  management, 

1856-57,  was L.143    2    1 

1857-58, 164    0    5 

The  surveyor's  salary,  L.3,  lis.  lOd. ;  the  clerk's,  L.6. 
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Connty  The  debt  at  Whitninday  1858  iras      .  L.8,992  14  11 

^  Whereof— 

^^-  Original  subacriptiima,    .        .    L.2,747    5    0 

Alesaader  Interest  aocuzuuiated  at  &  per 

Mjirqais,  Esq.  cent.,  ....         6,245     9  H 

8,992  14  11 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  is  the  sole  creditor  upon  this  road. 

At  Whitsunday  1856  we  were  enabled  to  pay,  as 

dividend, L.  132  10    6 

And  at  Whitsunday  1857 123  17    1 

„  1858,        .        .        .        .  87  18  11 

So  far  from  paying  interest  in  future,  we  shall  hardly  be  aUe  to  keep 
the  road  in  repair. 

The  Fori-Gcrdon  Turnpike  extends  to  8  miles,  with  2  tolls. 

The  revenue  in  1866-57  was      ....    L.226    O    0 
„  1867-68,  .        .        .        .        147  17    9 

The  expenditure  on  maintenance  and  management 

in  1856-57  was L.291  12    1 

„     1857-58, 245     3     3 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.5, 18s.  lOd.,  the  clerk's,  L.8. 

The  debt  consists  of-— 
Borrowed  money,  ...        •        -  L.600    0    0 

For  which  the  Duke  of  Richmond  is  personally 
req>onsible. 
Besides  a  debt  due  to  the  bank  at  Whitsunday 

1868  of 213  15  11 

Original  subscriptions, 750    0    0 

Interest  accumulated  at  5  per  cent.,  .         .        .     2,594     9    6 

L.4,158     5    5 

Interest  has  been  regularly  paid  on  the  borrowed  money  at  4  per  oent. 

The  Trustees  are,  I  believe,  personally  responidble  to  the  baxUc  for  this 
debt,  which  is  increasing  yearly.  We,  in  fact,  borrow  from  the  bank  whst 
we  pay  as  interest  on  the  L.600. 

There  does  not  appear  at  present  to  beaoy  chance  of  the  revenne  im- 
proving. 


No.  VII.  Robert  Simpsmiy  Esq.  of  Cobatrdy,  Examined  : — 

Kobert  I  am  a  landed  proprietor  ia  the  counties  of  Banff  and  Aberdeem.    The 

Si!ni)soii,  Lsq.  Statiite  Labour  Trusts  I  am  more  particularly  connected  with  are  the 
Turriff  Trost  io  Aberdeenshire,  and  the  Mamoeh  Trust  in  Banfifaire.  I 
attend  the  meetings  of  the  Trustees  regularly.  I  oonsider  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Trusts  at  }^Nresent  is  good  enough,  but  that  it  would  he  de- 
sirable to  have  increased  powers  of  assessment.  We  have  now  got  sar- 
veyors  in  both  these  districts.  In  Turriff,  we  have  had  one  for  several 
years,  and  the  state  of  the  roads  during  that  time  has  been  very  much 
improved. 

I  think  a  great  many  roads,  now  kept  up  as  statute  faiboiir  roads,  might 
be  dispensed  with.  Many  of  them  merely  lead  to  iiurms^  and  which  the 
proprietors  themselves  should  keep  up.    I  -think  the  assessaie&t  should 


Noie$  of  Evidence.  623 

be  applicable  obIt  to  roads  of  public  communicatioa.    Uutil  veiy  lately,       County 
every  proprietor  had  the  right  to  lay  oat  his  own  statute  labour  money  in       nj*^ 
the  way  he  thought  best,  and  no  one  thought  of  inquiring  upon  what        ^_^ 
roads  it  was  laid  out ;  though  latterly  the  sanction  of  the  district  meeting       Robert 
had  to  be  obtained  for  the  money  to  be  laid  out  on  making  any  new  road,  siioiiBox),  Esq. 
but  such  sanction  was  not  necessary  for  repairs. 

I  would  be  decidedly  in  favour  of  extending  the  application  of  the 
statute  labour  money  to  all  the  roads  of  a  district,  instead  of  restricting  it 
to  a  particular  parish. 

I  think  it  would  be  an  economy  of  labour  if  the  same  surveyor  had 
chaxge  of  both  turnpike  and  statute  labour  roads  in  a  district. 

The  effect  of  the  railways  has  been  very  much  to  increase  the  traffic  on 
some  of  the  statute  labour  roads.  This  has  been  particularly  the  case  on 
the  statute  labour  road  from  Turriff  to  Huntly,  although  there  are  many 
other  cases.  The  traffic  on  that  road  is  now  ^y  eqiuJ  to  that  on  some 
of  the  turnpikes. 

I  think  that  the  time  must  come  when  tolls  must  be  abolished,  although 
I  am  hardly  prepared  to  say  that  it  has  already  arrived. 

If  tolls  were  to  be  abolished.  I  would,  as  a  substitute,  propose  an 
assessment  on  lands  and  heritages  aeoordinp:  to  the  Vaiuatioa  B4dl,  borne 
equally  by  proprietors  and  tenants.  I  think  that  any  advantage  from  an 
assessment  on  carriers'  horses  would  not  be  equal  to  the  genml  benefit 
tibat  would  be  derived  from  their  carrying  goods  cheaper ;  and  I  consider 
the  expense  of  collection  on  horses  would  be  connderaUe. 

My  reason  for  stating  that  I  do  not  think  the  time  has  yet  amv«d  for 
the  entire  abolition  of  tolls  is,  that  in  the  present  transition  state  in  re- 
gard to  the  railways,  we  are  not  in  a  position  to  enable  us  to  have  the 
road  debts  properlv  valued.  But  I  have  a  little  difficulty  as  to  any  delay, 
because  I  thimc  that  were  the  matter  postponed,  the  creditors  on  the 
turnpike  roads  might  be  induced,  in  the  meantime^  to  allow  them  to  fall 
into  disrepair,  in  order  that  thej  might  draw  as  much  from  the  revenue 
as  possible,  and  thus  reduce  then-  debts. 

I  think  it  would  be  desirable  to  admit  one  or  two  tenant  farmers,  as 
elected  members  from  each  parish,  lor  the  management  of  the  roads.  I 
would  allow  all  tenants  paying  L.25  of  rent  to  elect,  and  I  would  allow 
them  to  elect  out  of  their  own  number. 

In  Aberdeenshire  I  pay  on  my  rental  at  the  rate  of  2|d.  per  £ 
for  statute  labour  money,  and  in  Banf&bire  I  pay  at  the  rate  of  l^d. 
per  £. 

I  think  a  rate  of  3d.,  or  perhaps  4d.,  per  £  would  be  requisite  in  both 
counties  to  keep  the  roads  in  proper  repair. 

I  thmk  that  if  we  had  district  management,  there  might  be  an  appeal 
to  a  generid  comity  meeting  of  Road  Trustees,  as  at  present,  wlihottt 
having  any  Central  Board  in  Edinbmgh,  against  which  the  fiirmers  in 
this  quarter  manifested  a  strong  feeling. 

Li  any  assessment  for  payment  of  debt,  I  would  lay  the  burden  exdu- 
srvely  on  proprietors,  spreading  its  repayment  over  a  series  of  years,  Hke 
the  drainage  money. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  railways  ought  to  be  charged  for  maintenance  of 
the  roads  the  same  as  other  property. 


No.  Vm.  James  Lumsden,  Esq.,  Braoo,  Examaed: — 

I  am  clerk  and  treasurer  to  the  Botriphnie  Tnnpike,  and  the  PeitaDy,       James 
Keith,  and  Huntly  Turnpike.  Lomsdeu,  i^q. 


624  Turnpike  Road  Inquiry — Scotland. 

County  The  Botriphnie  Turnpike  extends  to  9  miles  1  {urlong,  with  three  tolls, 

^of  all  let. 

Banff. 

The  revenue  in  1856-57  was      ...        .    L.153    7    0 

LamJdSrE.q.  »  ^S^^-SS 160    0    0 

The  expense  of  maintenance  and  management  in 

1856-67  was      ...         .       L.66  13  10 
„  1857-68,  .  106  12    6 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.4,  4s.,  and  the  clerk's  L.4,  4s. 

The  debt,  at  Whitsunday  1858,  was  .     L.9,259    5    9 
Whereof — 
Borrowed  on  bill,  for  which  Trus- 
tees are  personally  liable,        .    L.l  )000  0    0 
Original  subscriptions,        .         .        2,685  0    0 
Accumulated  interest,  at  5  per  cent.,    6,574  5    9 

L.9.259    6    9 

The  money  originally  subscribed  was  from  the  two  proprietors  through 
whose  estates  the  road  passed. 
Interest  is  paid  regularly,  at  4  per  cent,  on  the  L.  1,000  of  borrowed 

money. 

No  dividend  has  ever  been  paid  on  the  subscription  debt. 

The  Poritov,  Keiths  <md  HurUly  Turnpike  extends  to  nearly  20}  miles, 
with  three  tolls. 

The  revenue  in  1866-67  was      ....     L.307  17    0 
„  1857-58,  .         .  .         313     0    0 

The  expense  of  maintenance  and  management  in 

1850.57  was     ...         .     L.251  18    8 
1857-58,  .  303    4    0 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.20,  and  the  clerk's  L.10. 

The  debt,  at  Whitsunday  1858,  was         .        .        .     L.  27,257    6   1 
Whereof — 

Original  subscriptions,       .        .    L.4,933  10    0 
Accumulated  interest,  at  5  per  cent.,  22,823  16    1 

L.27,257    6    1 

On  the  original  subscriptions  we  have  piud,  in  1856-57,  3  per  ceot, 
and  on  an  average  of  the  last  20  years  we  have  paid  about  the  same.  In 
1857-58  we  paid  no  dividend ;  part  of  the  road  being  in  bad  repair,  the 
outlay  upon  it  was  larger.  These  repairs  have  been  continuea  during 
last  year,  and  have  exhausted  all  the  surplus  funds. 

The  revenue  is  now  decreasing,  and  one  of  the  bars  is  unlet  this  year, 
in  consequence  of  the  railway ;  and  when  the  new  line  is  opened  to  Port- 
soy and  Banff,  we  anticipate  a  still  further  reduction. 

A  number  of  the  subscription  debts  have  been  sold,  although  not  within 
the  last  three  or  four  years.  They  formerly  used  to  sell  at  about  one-half 
their  nominal  value.  The  Great  North  of  Scotland  Railway  Company 
hold  one-half  of  the  subscription  debt  and  accumulated  arrears  thereon. 
The  money  paid  by  the  railway  was  divided  among  the  original  sub- 
scribers, who  each  received  one-half  of  his  original  subscription,  and 
made  over  his  right  to  the  other  half  to  the  railway  company. 

I  have  heard  Mr  Simpson's  evidence,  and  I  go  very  much  along  with 
him  in  his  views. 
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No.  IX.  Laehlan  Duff  Chrdon  Duff,  Esq.,  M.P.,  Examined :  —  ^^ 

I  am  convener  of  the  countv  of  Banff,  and  in  that  capacity,  as  well  as  in  Laehlan  D.  6^ 
that  of  a  landed  proprietor,  I  have  taken  an  interest  in  matters  connected    Duff,  Esq. 
vith  roads. 

There  have  been  no  resolutions  passed  by  the  county  on  the  subject  of 
the  abolition  of  tolls.  The  only  meetings  tnat  I  heard  of,  were  of  £urmers 
in  the  lower  districts  of  the  county,  in  reference  to  Lord  Elcho's  proposal 
to  lay  on  an  assessment  on  horses,  to  which  they  were  very  much  op- 
posea.  My  own  opinion  is,  that  the  assessment  should  be  partly  laid  on 
horses,  but  that  different  rates  should  be  charged  on  fairm  horses  and  on 
those  assessed  for  assessed  taxes.  I  would  have  a  fixed  rate  on  horses, 
and  make  up  any  deficiency  of  revenue  by  an  assessment  on  lands  and 
heritages,  laid  equally  on  owners  and  occupiers. 

I  think  the  present  system  of  tolls  is  the  fairest,  inasmuch  as  those  who 
use  the  roads  pay  for  them ;  but  I  consider  the  machinery  to  be  cumbrous 
and  expensive. 

I  thmk  a  change  from  tolls  to  assessment  would  be  desirable,  and  the 
saving  which  I  consider  would  be  effected  in  this  way  would  be  very  con- 
siderable. Take  simply  the  case  of  toll-houses : — ^the  value  of  these  in 
this  county,  taken  only  at  L.50  a-piece,  must  be  considerable ;  and  then 
yon  have  the  repairs  in  addition,  and  the  wages  of  the  toll-keeper,  which 
may  be  put  down  at'L.24  per  annum,  although  I  believe  that  in  many 
cases  the  toll  is  taken  by  persons  for  the  sake  of  the  house,  and  in  order 
that  they  may  be  near  their  work,  while  the  wife,  or  other  member  of  the 
family,  attends  to  the  bar. 

I  think  it  would  be  desirable  to  make  some  alteration  on  the  present 
system  of  statute  labour,  although  I  must  say  I  should  be  unwilling  to 
see  a  system  of  centralization  carried  out ;  and  I  would  leave  the  districts 
as  at  present.  I  would  leave  the  disposal  of  the  funds  ver^  much  in  the 
hands  of  the  surveyor,  subject  to  the  control  of  the  District  Board.  I 
would  have  the  assessment  upon  lands  and  heritages  under  the  new. 
Valuation  Roll. 

In  regard  to  the  road  debt,  I  consider  a  great  deal  of  it  has  been  con- 
tracted by  proprietors,  who  expended  money  on  roads  to  improve  their 
properties,  and  from  which  they  have  indirectly  received  benefit ;  and  I 
think  that  such  persons  would  be  fully  compensated  if  they  received  the 
full  market  value  of  their  debts.  I  am  also  aware  that  many  persons 
have  purchased  shares  on  speculation  for  very  trifling  and  ahnost  nominal 
sums ;  and  those  persons  would  reap  an  undue  advant^e  if  they  were  to 
be  paid  the  fidl  nominal  value  of  tneir  subscription  shares  by  an  assess- 
ment on  the  county. 

In  order  to  provide  means  for  paying  off  the  debt,  I  would  raise  a 
separate  assessment  on  proprietors  exclusively,  and  throw  it  over  a  series 
of  years. 

There  is  a  road,  which  was  formerly  a  inmpike,  passing  through  my 
property,  which  had  at  one  time  got  into  such  bad  repair,  that  people  re- 
Hoaed  to  pay  the  tolls,  and  they  were  consequently  given  up.  But  since 
then,  it  has  been  thoroughly  repaired,  and  a  toll  woiud  have  been  put  on, 
but  for  some  difficulty  in  carrying  through  the  arrangements.  In  the 
meantime^  it  is  kept  up  as  a  Btatute  labour  road* 


No.  X.  Mr  Jamsi  Murray^  Portsoy,  Examined  :— 

I  am  clerk  to  the  2d  or  Abertkirder  DUtria  of  Statute  Labour  Boads.  Mr  J.  Murray. 

2a 
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(kftiBXy    .    '  The  roads  are  all  under  one  suryevor.    They  extend  to  about  90  miles 

H^#        inaU. 
^  •  I  am  now  to  be  collector  as  well  as  clerk  to  the  district.     I  have  re- 

Sfr  J.  ntmray.  <^'^^  about  2  per  cent,  hitherto,  but  my  future  sakry  is  not  jnet  fixed. 

Fonnerl^  the  proprieton  acted  as  couectors  on  their  own  eatat4»;  and 
they  expended  the  money  on  the  roads  on  their  own  estates,  andaccMutfld 
fbr  it  to  the  Trustees  at  aa  annual  meeting. 

In  Aberchn-der,  which  is  tbe  onfy  town  in  the  distiiet^  the;  ImmI  &  sort 
of  assodation  among  themselyes,  who  collected  the  moaey,  and  laid  it  out 
on  the  roads  in  the  village.  They  naaaged  to  keep  wp  tfae  mads  in  tot 
good  ordef;  Lord  Fife  having  first  put  them  all  into>  good  oonditioa;  1 
think  the  money  was  econoimeally  aad  well  tmaKLgtd^ 

This  association  will  sow  ceMe  to*  act ;  Mr  Lawnmcf  is  tlw  muwym 
appointed. 

Some  of  the  proprietors  hare  adyaneed  ki^gesuma  upon  th«  rosds  0Hx 
and  aboTe  the  amount  payable  by  them  ;  and  it  has  been  arranged  that 
they  are  to  be  allowed  to  retdn  oii«-t1kird  of  the  assettomit  payable  hj 
them  for  the  next  10  years  in  liquidation  of  their  debts. 

The  assessment  in  the  distiiet  is  at  its  maxinMUii ;  and  last  yur  it 
amounted  to  L.204,  7s.  8d. 

There  are  certain  of  the  proprietors  wlio  an  in  debt  to  tke  Tmal^  that 
is  to  say,  they  hare  not  expended  on  the  roads  the  amount  of  the  aaMas- 
ment  leyiable  from  them.  This  balance  unexpended  amounted,  on  9th 
April  last,  to  L.276,  7s.  lid.,  which  these  gentlemen  will  be  required 
to  pay  up.  The  balance  ov«r-expeftdied,  however,  on  the  other  hud, 
amountea  to  L.1,360,  Ss.  Sd. 

I  think  that  imder  the  new  system,  with  a  general  inspector  for  the 
district,  the  roads  will  be  better  kept ;  but  I  tlunk  it  woaM  be  neeesBaiy 
to  {dlow  the  maximum  rate  of  assessment  to  be  raised,  so  as  to  naat  a 
somewhat  larger  revenue. 

I  think  it  wtmld  be  an  improvement  to  alter  the  mmaBmeat  from  tht 
valued  rent  to  the  real  rent  1^  the  Yaluatloii  Roll.  I  tbmk  the  teuuits 
generally  acre  becoming  more  fully  afive  t»  the  besMftt  of  good  roads,  aod 
they  would  be  willing  to  pay  a  moderate  sum  of  assessment  in  ocdler  to 
keep  them  up  in  fieu  of  tolls. 


JS^kh,  Saturda^/y  2d  Ju^  185d. 

JMSHBSIU  PftBSEHT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.  j  SirAndMrOtr. 

MR  8MTTH£  IN  THB  OHAIR. 


Kb.  XI.  Mr  Wmkm  Tkov^AKm^  Hcith,  Szamioed  :^ 

Mr  William       I «»  ^erk  to  th«  4<A  or  AM  Dittrht  •f8Ugme  Zofour  Bomig,  lAUk 
Thorburn.     crmpiiscs  fi- poRshes  witb  108  ttiles  of  vood.    The  loads  and  atnets  ia 
the  ttfwn  of  Keith  iwi  oil  tftatote  labour  rooda^  with  tlw  exoiptaaaof  tke 
turnpike  road  which  passeo  tbroogh  tiw  town. 

In  this  district  we  still  follow  the  old  plan,  by  which  each  heritor  ex- 
])cnds  upon  the  roads  on  bio  own  estate  toe  otofeotc  kbour  money  due  by 
liim,  rendering  an  account  to  the  district  meeting.  There  is,  however, 
a  movement  goaf  on  to  bcve  t&io  altevwl,  and  one  sus^eyor  appointed 
for  the  district,  and  also  to  have  the  money  paid  into  my  hands  as  deiky 
tobe^lstHtra^  by  we«n  thirovitts^tlMrovtoeir.    Tmw itvt pnMbt 
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no  surveyor  for  the  district,  although.  Lord  Fife  has  a  person  whom  he 
pays  to  supeiintend  his  roads,  and  who  charges  bis  salary  aa  part  of  his 
disbursements*  Mr  Watson,  Lord  Seaiield's  forester,  also  takes  a  charge 
of  the  roads  on  Lord  Saafield's  property ;  but  this  is  as  part  of  his  general 
duties,  and  his  salary  forms  no  burden  on  the  funds. 

The  rate  on  householders  varies  from  6d.  to  8d.  per  £. 

I  am  not  aware  that  there  is  any  yaluablb  property  that  escapes  assess- 
ment under  the  present  system. 

It  would  be  more  equitable,  of  course,  if  the  statute  labour  money  were 
levied  on  the  real  rent  according  to  the  Valuation  Roll ;  but  it  would  be 
attended  with  more  trouble,  as  under  our  present  system  the  as9essmpnt 
on  the  heritors  never  alters.  The  assessment  is  at  the  maxin^um  in  this 
district ;  and  therefore  if  more  money  were  required  for  the  roads,  we 
have  no  means  of  raising  it.  Practically,  the  heritors  do  expend  muph 
larger  siyns  than  their  proportion  of  statute  labour  money — the  necessqj^y 
itpair  of  the  roads  requiring  this.  The  sum  fbr  which  the  heritors  gener- 
ally are  in.  advance  at  present  is  L.l,77(^,  10s.  3d.  Oxx  t;he  othej:  hand, 
however,  some  of  the  heritors  are  in  arrear;  and  sometimes  the  same 
heritor  is  in  arrear  in  one  parish  and  in  advance  in  anothev.  The  amount 
in  arrear  at  present  is  L.667,  7s.  4d. 

One  of  the  heritors  in  the  paxish  of  Bofaum^  s^U  th«  T«<i^(e^s  at;  de- 
fiance, and  reftises  to  render  any  accounts.  lie  has  nq^  done  so  since  I 
was  appointed*  clerk,  eight  years  ago.  Whilst  the  whole  asr^ar  of  that 
parish  amounts  to  onl^  L.5^,  IQs.  7d.,  the  anrear  of  thjis  heritor  alone  in 
the  parish  of  Bobam  amouvts  to  X4.352,  19s.  10d.>  and  the  roads  on  his 
property  in  that  parish  are  not  in  nearly  so  satisfactory  a  stajt^  as  in  the 
test  of  the  district.  He  has  never  attended  a  meeting  since  1  was  clerk. 
And  one  of  our  reasons  for  altering  our  present  plan  is,  that  we  may  be 
€nabled  to  enforce  payment  against  all  parties  for  the  general  benefit  of 
the  district. 

I  am  aware  that  there  was  a  turnpike  road  in  the  parish  of  Boharm 
upon  which  the  tolls  were  given  up,  but  no  part  of  the  statute  labour 
money  is  laid  out  upon  it  now.  On  that  portion  of  the  road  which  goes 
through  the  property  of  Lord  Seafleld  and  Arndilly,  something  is  done  by 
the  proprietors  and  the  tenants  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  road ;  but 
this  is  at  their  own  expense,  without  any  contribution  from  the  statute 
bkbour  funds. 

Where  an  heritor  is  in  advance  in  one  year  and  in  arrear  in  the  next, 
be  is  allowed  to  set  off  the  arrear  of  one  year  against  the  advance  of  the 
other  in  the  same  parish.  The  accounts  of  each  pariah  are  kept  quite 
distinct. 

I  think  it  would  be  an'advantage  that  the  funds  of  a  district  should  be 
applicable  to  the  whole  roads  within  that  district,  instead  of  being  limited 
to  special  parishes. 

It  will  be  a  matter  of  discussion  at  the  meeting  which  is  soon  to  be 
held*  whait  course  is  to  be  adopted  in  regard  to  the  advances  and  arrears 
ci  proprietors  in  the  district. 


Comity 

of 
Banff. 

Mr  WUUam 
Thorbora. 


No.  XII.  Mr  Jokn  Thomion,  Colleo,  £xa«Qi«ed  :^ 

I  am  clerk  and  treasigrer  to  the  Gullen  Turnpike  and  the  Deskford 
Turnpike. 

The  (Mkn  Turmf»iU  extendB  to  Ui  laaim.  witjgt  two  .Mi9»  and  the  half 
of  another,  which  we  share  with  the  Enzie  Trust. 


The  revenue  in  1856-57  was  . 
„  1357-68, 


L230  11     5 


2Q3 
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Mr  John 
Thomson. 


CottntT 

of 
Banff. 

Mr  John 
Thomson. 
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The  expense  of  maintenance  and  management 

In  1856-67,  was L,294  11    7 

„  1857-58,  389  17    9 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.7,  lOs.,  and  the  clerk's  L.5. 

The  debt  at  Whitsunday  1858,  was  ....    L.30,219  18    T 
Whereof— Original  subscriptions,    .    L.4,551  17    2 
Interest  accumulated  at  5 
percent.,     .        .        .     25,668    1    1 

-  L.30,219  IB    3. 

About  five  years  ago  we  divided  L.500  among  the  subscribers,  in.  pro> 
portion  to  the  amount  of  their  subscriptions.  And  at  Whitsunday  1858* 
ve  bad  a  balance  in  the  bank  of  L.274,  Bs.  2d.,  being  the  accumolatioa 
of  five  years. 

The  revenue  has  been  pretty  stationary  of  late  years.  The  railway  ta 
Portsoy  ought  perhaps  rather  to  increase  it  than  otherwise. 

The  DMford  Tumpihe  extends  to  10^  miles,  with  two  tolls,  both  let. 

The  revenue  in  1856-57  was  •        L.126  10    O- 

„  1867-58,  ...  121     0     O 

The  expense  of  maintenance  and  management 

In  1866-57,  was L.310    5  11 

„  1857-58,  202    1     7 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.7, 10s.,  and  the  clerk's  L.5. 

We  have  three  surveyors  on  this  and  the  Oullen  Road ;  one  of  whom 
acts  for  both  roads.    They  are  all  three  Lord  Seafield's  ground  officers. 

The  debt  at  Whitsunday  1858  was      ....  L.9,719     6    5 
Whereof— Borrowed  from  Lord  Seafield,  L.1,200    0    0 
This  was  originally  a  larger 
sum,  but  we  have  paid  off 
a  small  part  of  it. 
Original  subscriptions,  2,361    4    2  'J; 

Interest  accumulated  at  5 
per  cent.,  both  on  the  sub- 
scription debt  and  bor- 
rowed money^  .        .      6.158    2    3 

— L.9,719    6    5 

At  Whitsunday  1858  we  had  a  balance  at  our  credit  in  the  bank, 
amounting  to  L.79, 17s.  Id. 

No  interest  has  ever  been  paid  on  the  subscription  debt.  Lord  Sea- 
field  and  Lord  Fife»  through  whose  property  the  road  prmdpaUy  runs,  are 
the  only  subscribers. 

Lord  Seafield  is  also  the  principal  subscriber  to  the  Cullen  Road  ;  bat 
there  are  also  subscriptions  by  some  parties  who  are  not  proprietors  ol 
land,  residents  either  m  Portsoy  or  Cullen.  None  of  the  subscription 
debts  have  been  sold ;  thejr  still  stand  in  the  names  of  the  original  subscribera. 

The  accumulations  of  arrears  are  calculated  at  compound  interest,  and 
this  I  understand  to  be  the  practice  in  the  county. 

Simple  interest  only,  at  5  per  cent,  is  calculated  on  the  L.1,200  of 
borrowed  money. 


No.  XIII.  John^  QcrdoHy  Esq.  of  Caimfield,  Examined . — 

John  I  am  a  proprietor  in  th^^eounty  of  Banff,  and  am  principally  interested 

Gunjoa,  Esq.  in  the  Enzie  Turnpike,  and  the  Keith  and  Port-Oordon  Turnpikes.    I 
am  a  subscriber  to  the  Enzie  Road. 
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I,  as  a  proprietor  constantly  resident  in  the  county,  attend  most  of  the       Coanty 
Toad  meetings ;  and  I  should  say  that  perhaps  the  error  we  commit  in  this  of 

•county  is,  tmt  more  is  lidd  out  upon  the  turnpike  roads  than  is  altogether       B^ff. 
necessary.    I  do  not  apply  this  to  the  Enzie  Road,  upon  which  a  large        J^ 
sum  was  expended  some  years  ago  in  order  to  put  the  road  in  good  con-  Gordon,  Esq. 
dition,  which  was  then  required.     The  factors  of  I&rge  proprietors  are  too 
apt  to  think  that  we  cannot  lay  out  enough  upon  the  roads,  without  duly 
considering  a  reduction  of  the  original  debt.     I  have  no  objection  to  the 
way  the  money  has  been  expended  on  the  Enzie  Boad,  which  I  believe 
has  been  done  to  the  best  advantage. 

With  respect  to  the  commutation  roads,  in  my  own  case,  I  have  always 
laid  out  my  portion  of  tiie  statute  labour  money  so  as  to  improve  the 
loads  as  far  as  possible.  But  I  think  the  principle  of  each  proprietor 
thus  expending  his  road  money  is  bad,  and  contrary  to  the  Act.  I  think 
also  the  mode  of  assessment  is  bad.  It  should  be  levied  on  the  real  rent, 
according  to  the  Valuation  Roll.  I  also  think  there  should  be  one  sur- 
veyor  for  a  considerable  district. 

^  I  consider  there  is  a  good  deal  of  inequality  in  the  road  money  paid  by 
different  properties,  in  consequence  of  the  present  mode  of  assessment. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  road  money  raised  in  the  district  should  form 
one  common  fund,  to  be  applied  to  the  whole  roads  within  the  district, 
without  reference  to  the  limits  of  parishes,  where  these  funds  have 
been  derived. 

My  own  opinion  is  in  &vour  of  the  toll-bars  remaining  as  they  are ;  but 
I  think  a  great  improvement  could  be  made  in  regard  to  the  expenses. 
If  provision  could  be  made  for  the  debt,  I  would  see  no  obstacle  to  a  con- 
sohdation  of  the  different  Trusts  in  the  county,  and  I  consider  it  would  be 
imdoubtedly  an  advantage.  If  Government  were  to  take  charge  of  the 
whole  roads  in  the  country,  both  turnpike  and  statute  labour,  I  believe 
they  could  be  maintained  with  greater  economy  and  greater  efficiency. 

I  believe  that  from  the  practice  that  has  prevailed,  there  are  certain 
roads  to  which  statute  labour  money  has  been  applied  which  are  not  of 
such  a  nature  as  to  be  properly  considered  statute  labour  roads.  I  know 
of  cases  in  which  statute  labour  money  was  laid  out  in  keeping  in  repair 
roads  through  some  gentlemen's  properties,  in  order  to  enable  them  to 
evade  the  tolls. 

The  statute  labour  district  with  which  I  am  connected  is  the  3d  or 
Gollen  District. 

I  think  all  proprietors  in  this  part  of  the  county  would  be  quite  will- 
ing to  take  a  moderate  composition  for  their  road  debts. 

J  am  aware  that  in  this  county  parties  subscribed  to  the  making  of  the 
roads  who  were  not  proprietors  of  lands,  but  who  subscribed  as  an  invest- 
ment  for  their  money.  The  landed  proprietors  were  influenced  by  the 
advantage  the  roads  would  confer  on  their  properties. 

I  do  not  consider  that  the  rise  in  the  rent  of  land  which  has  taken 
plaee  in  this  quarter  is  attributable  so  much  to  the  improvement  of  the 
roads,  as  to  the  advance  in  the  price  of  cattle,  and  the  existence  of  com- 
I>etition  and  a  general  desire  to  become  farmers. 

It  is  usual  in  my  district  for  the  tenants  to  repay  Jths  of  the  road 
money ;  and  I  think  it  is  a  saving  of  expense  in  the  collection  when  the 
money  is  levied  from  the  proprietors  in  the  first  place. 

I  think,  in  regard  to  the  commutation  roads,  the  tenants  should  cer- 
tainly have  a  share  in  the  management. 

•  Our  tenants  at  present  always  pay  the  same  sum  during  the  currency 
of  the  lease.  I  do  not  think  the  tenants  would  willingly  agree  to  any 
additional  assessment  during  the  currency  of  their  leases,  beyond  what 
was  first  agreed  upon. 

In  the  Cullen  District  there  is  one  proprietor  who  refuses  to  give  in  to 
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Ooanty       the  Trustees  any  acoount  of  the  expenditure  of  tlte  road  money  lerlaUe 
o|f  from  him.     The  roads  on  his  property  are  Tery  bad, — scarcely  passable ; 

^"'°*        whilst  those  on  the  adjoining  property,  belonging  to  the  Ddke  of  Ridi- 
John        niond,  axe  in  good  order. 
Gordon,' Bsq. 


No.  XIY.  Mr  Gwtfs  Grata,  Cullen,  Examined : — 

Mr  6.  Grant.  I  am  clerk  to  the  lUird  or  (Mlm  District  </  SUOuie  Lainmr  Bomds, 
which  embraces  five  parishes,  with  from  125  to  130  miles  of  roads. 

There  are  several  towns  in  the  district  besides  the  royal  bmrgh  of  CuIIeii. 
The  streets  in  Cnllen  are  all  maintained  out  of  the  statute  labour  znonqr, 
except  the  turnpike  which  passes  tiurough  the  towiu 

The  rate  of  asseasment  on  householders  varies  from  6d.  to  8d.  per  £. 
Householders  pay  much  higher  on  their  real  rent  than  oocufuers  of  \muk 
do.  We  have  no  exemptionB  from  payment  of  road  joaaaty,  except  to  thaae 
on  the  poor's  rol. 

I  am  deric  and  collector  united,  and  my  rpmwneration  is  2^  per  cent., 
besides  traTelling  lexpenaes. 

The  roadways  in  the  other  towns  in  the  district,  not  tumpikea,  are  aha 
all  maintained  out  of  the  statute  labour  funds. 

There  has  been  a  movement  in  tbe  ^listrict  latdy  to  have  all  the  distsct 
placed  under  one  surveyor,  and  tbe  funds  paid  into  the  ckrk's  hands,  and 
expended  at  the  aig^t  of  the  surv^or.  A  resohition  has  been  fttand  hf 
the  district  to  this  effect,  but  no  aurveyor  has  .been  yet  nominated. 

In  the  towns  in  the  district,  the  money  has  been  hitherto  ftxpendftd  ^ 
the  proprietors  of  the  land  upon  whidi  the  towns  are  built.  Lord  ReaifM, 
for  instanoe,  is  nroprietcnr  in  Collen  and  in  other  towuG^  and  his  fibctar 
takes  charge  of  layiug  out  the  noaey. 

The  sum  levied  ifor  the  whale  diatnct  is,  on  an  avemgey  about  Ix£&k 

The  factors  of  the  proprietors  in  the  district  give  in  an  account  annually 
of  the  way  in  which  they  have  expended  the  Baonegr. 

Some  of  the  proprietors  are  in  advance^  having  laid  <aut  more  than  the 
amount  of  their  assessment  for  the  road  money.  There  is  one  proprielor 
in  arresK,  but  the  estate  is  smalL    He  never  renders  any  aocomit. 


No.  XW,  Mr  €%arieg  Granty  Afaerlouc,  Examined: — 

Mr  C.  Grant.      I  am  derkiK>  the  Fifth <^  Aberhmr  DUtrkt of  SMuie  Labour  BrndM, 
which  comprises  four  parishes,  with  101  mfles  of  poad. 

The  plan  in  our  district  is  ^r  each  proprietor  to  manage  the  rcmis^m 
his  own  estate.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  intention  of  altering  this  a^ 
The  accounts  of  t^  expenditure  on  each  property  aae  Ojent  in  to  me 
nually,  and  I  make  them  up  and  lay  them  beimre  the  district 
Where  a  proprietor  has  no  local  factor,  he  is  in  the  habit  of  pajmig  ius 
portion  of  the  asaessraent  into  the  bands  cf  another  proprietor  in  the 
district,  who  sees  to  the  expenditure  of  it.  Some  of  the  proprietoTB  gycat^ 
exceed  the  amount  of  their  assessment  in  maintaining  the  roads  <m  thdr 
properties.  I  infer  frt)m  this,  that  the  sum  levied  is  not  suffident  te 
keeping  the  roads  in  proper  order.  There  is  one  surveyor  for  the  whole 
district,  and  he  is  paid  a  salary  of  about  L.16,  apportioned  among  the 
dHTerent  parishes.  He  does  not  employ  the  workmen— they  are  geDesalf 
the  servants  of  the  proprietors ;  he  merely  points  out  the  weik  to  be  Amt^ 
and  certifies  to  the  proprietors,  he^re  the  aocoiuntB  are  paid,  that  it  has 
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been  j^mpesij  eaeonted.    The  rarreyor  Ik  a&  eldarly  auuit  «id  Z«a nsit    .  OaintDr 
awMre  that  ae  has  any  other  eaxploymdoL  b^^ 

There  ace  a  few  of  the  piopiietora  in  arrear»  but  not  abome  two  or  ithvee;       \!!^ 
but  the  geaoral  rule  i^*  that  the  whole  aiua  isespraded^    Spate  of  the  pro-  j^gg  q^  Qnni^ 
psietors  are  grettdy  an  advanoe. 

The  soads  geniorally  are  in  very  foed  ovder. 


No.  XYI.  Mr  AUasaakdar  Tawrmt^^  Twriff,  Examined : — 

I  am  surveyor  to  several  roads  in  the  countitos  of  Aberdeen  and  Banff.  ^  Alexander 
I  have  charge  of  four  turnpike  roads  and  Eastside  Bridge  in  the  county  **"'®'^<^  . 
of  Banff;  and  I  have  also  the  First  w  Banff  District,  a&d  the  Second  or 
Mamoch  District,  of  Statute  Labour  Eoads.  I  have  {^eaeEaJl^  'Chatue  of 
the  turnpike  and  statute  labour  roads  in  the  same  district ;  and  I  ^OTP^Ato 
this  both  tends  to  economy  and  saving  of  time,  and  I  can  work  the  sane 
staff  to  greater  advantage.  The  roads  I  have  in  Aberdeenshire  are  eon- 
tiguous  to  those  in  Baalbhire  which  ace  under  my  charge.  I  hawe  firily 
100  miles  of  turnpike  in  the  two  counties  under  my  charge,  besides  about 
370  of  statute  labour  roads.  My  plan  is  to  divide  the  turnpike  roads  into 
sections,  with  a  foreman  upon  eacn  section,  who  gets  from  Is.  6d.  to  2s. 
a  week  above  an  ordinary  mbourer's  wages.  I  have  a  re^^uhur  set  of  work- 
men upon  the  turnpikes,  whom  I  employ  all  the  year  romd.  I  have  a 
separate  set  of  men  for  the  staUite  labour  toads.  I  nave  the  metal  broken 
by  pieoe  work,  and  the  quacrying  is  done  by  the  suc&oemen ;  and  I  pay 
£or  the  carting  by  the  ton  or  bv  the  hour,  as  the  case  ma^  hflfpiwt. 

In  the  statute  labour  roads  the  work  is  done  by  da^'s  wages ;  but  wheva 
the  job  is  large  enough  for  a  cantraot,  we  do  it  by  speofication  and  contract 

I  consider  that,  if  I  have  proper  snpeiintendenee,  it  is  a  far  better  way 
to  do  the  work  by  piece  work  than  to  do  it  by  contcact,  as  was  at  one  time 
the  caae.  Some  of  the  turnpike  roads  in  this  county  used  to  be  let  on  con- 
tract for  three  years.  If  the  system  which  I  pursue  on  the  turnpike  roads 
were  to  be  adopted  for  the  statute  labour  road^  we  should  require  to  have 
lacger  funds  at  our  command.  The  funds  at  present  at  our  di^>0Bal  for 
the  statute  labour  roads  are  quite  inadeijuate  to  keep  the  roads  in  such 
repair  as  is  necessaiy.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  it  would  be  4^ 
l^at  advantage  to  all  parties  who  now  make  use  of  the  roads,  if  they  were 
improved  and  put  in  better  condition.  In  some  cases  it  would'he  desirable 
to  divert  the  line  altogether,  and  to  make  the  gradients  more  easy* 
Where  the  roads  were  properly  fanaoHdated.  I  would  suppose  that  a  square 
of  10  to  12  miles  woula  be  a  sufficient  extent  of  roads  to  be  under  the 
charge  of  a  single  individual,  supposing  him  to  be  alwavs  .on  &K>t  K  he 
kept  a  horse,  he  might  take  in  a  square  of  16  to  20  miles. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  present  mileage  might  be  oonaidegcahly  reduced, 
if  only  those  roads  which  are  of  public  utility  were  to  be  kept  up.  There 
are  at  present  many  roads  k^  up  as  statute  labour  roads  which  miight 
advantageeiUBlj  be  dispensed  witL 

I  should  say,  that  lUie  &eting  in  jny  part  of  the  county  is  becoming 
more  and  more  hostile  to  tolls.  Many  of  the  statute  labour  roads  have 
now  more  traffic  on  them  than  on  some  of  the  turnpike^  on  which  the 
tnffic  has  diminished.  It  is  in  many  cases  purely  local  traffic,  when  they 
eome  in  contact  with  railway  lines.  The  people  naying  tolls  are  those  re^ 
aident  in  the  locality ;  and  it  would  be  as  easy,  I  tnink,  for  the  agideultural 
portion  of  the  communitv  to  bear  an  assessment,  as  the  sum  at  present 
contributed  by  them  in  the  shape  of  tolls — at  least,  in  cases  where  they 
oome  into  proadmity  with  a  toll-bar.  The  fanners  fully  appredate  a  good 
road,  but  they  are  not  willing  to  bear  any  additional  burden  to  what  th^ 
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Connty      at  present  do.    My  own  opinion  10,  that  in  many  eases  they  would  be 
<^  great  gainers,  both  in  time  and  in  tear  and  wear,  even  if  they  were  called 

^_,'       upon  to  pa}r  three  or  four  times  as  much  as  they  now  contribute. 
Sir  Alexander     ^  thinlc  it  would  tend  to  simplify  the  management,  if  turnpikes  and 
Laarence.     statute  labour  roads  were  all  managed  together.    And  with  regard  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  roads,  I  think  an  assessment  would  be  the  most  desir- 
able mode  of  raising  the  iunds ;  and  an  assessment  on  rental,  I  think,  would 
be  the  easiest,  and  also  the  most  palatable,  form  of  assessment. 


No.  XVII.  Robert  Duncan,  Esq.,  Provost  of  Ban£^  Examined  : — 

Bobert  The  town  of  Banff  is  under  a  special  Police  Act,  which  places  the  paving 

Ihmoan,  Esq.  of  the  town  under  the  Police  Commissioners.    By  that  Act,  the  power  to 

levy  statute  labour  money  is  transferred  from  the  County  Road  Trustees, 

under  the  Act  of  1804,  to  the  Police  Commissioners,  but  the  rates  are  the 

same  as  formerly. 

There  is  no  other  fund  besides  the  statute  labour  money  applicable  to 
maintaining  the  roads  within  the  burgh.  The  assessment  is  now  at  the 
rate  of  3d.  per  £,  payable  by  occupants;  and  this  is  found  sufScient, 
although  we  have  a  debt  of  L.266,  wluch  we  are  gradually  paying  off. 

The  proprietors,  under  our  Police  Act,  are  bound  to  keep  up  the  foot 
pavements.  There  are  several  turnpike  roads  which  pass  through  the 
burgh,  and  are  kept  up  by  the  Turnpike  Trustees. 

The  police  boundary  is  not  the  same  as  the  parliamentary  boundary, 
which  embraces  a  larger  area.  -  The  town  of  Macduff  is  within  the  parlia- 
mentary boundary,  but  under  a  separate  police  management.  There  has 
been  no  particular  expression  of  feeling  in  the  burgh  of  Banff  in  regard  to 
the  abolition  of  tolls.  They  are  not  so  heavily  felt  as  to  render  it  uigeot 
that  they  should  be  removed. 

The  inhabitants  generally  would  not  be  willing  to  undertake  thebnrde& 
of  maintaining  those  portions  of  the  turnpike  roads  which  come  within 
the  police  boundanr,  as  an  equivalent  for  the  abolition  of  tolls. 

I  am  satisfied  that,  under  any  arrangement,  the  inhabitants  of  Banff 
would  prefer  to  have  the  management  of  roads  within  the  town  kept 
separate  from  the  rest  of  the  county,  and  under  their  own  control. 

Custom  is  only  collected  in  the  town  on  goods  coming  in  for  sale. 

The  superintendent  of  police  is  also  inspector  of  roads. 


No.  Xym.  Thomas  Balmer^  Esq.,  Fochabers,  Examined: — 

Thomas  I  9m  commissioner  for  the  Duke  of  Richmond  in  the  counties  of  Banff, 

Balmer,  Esq.  Elgin,  and  Aberdeen.  The  Duke's  predecessors  have  been  large  subscribers 
to  making  roads  through  his  property  in  these  counties ;  but  an  arrange- 
ment was  made  man^  years  ago  with  the  Elgin  Turnpike  Road  Trustees, 
by  which  his  subscnptions  in  that  county  were  liqmdated.  Upon  some 
of  these  roads,  the  dividend  paid  by  way  of  interest  is  very  small. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  desirable  that  tolls  should  be  abolished, 
and  I  would  follow  out  that  measure  by  consolidating  the  present  Trusts 
in  a  county,  either  into  one,  or  into  District  Trusts.  I  am  not  aware  that 
any  attempt  has  been  made  to  effect  such  a  consolidation;  but  the  existence 
of  debt,  and  the  complication  of  interests  thus  created,  would  form  an 
obstacle. 

If  tolls  were  abolished,  I  would  place  both  turnpikes  and  statute  labour 
roads  under  one  system,  and  treat  them  as  one. 
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In  order  to  provide  fbr  the  debt,  I  do  not  see  anj  other  way  of  deating       County 
with  it,  than  to  ascertain  the  market  value  of  it,  and  clear  it  off  in  the  way  of 

proposed  by  Lord  Elcho's  Bill.  B$bS. 

I  do  not  concur  in  thinking  that  the  expectation,  that  the  debts  are  daily      xhomas 
l>ecoming  of  less  value,  forms  any  just  reason  for  delaying  to  deal  with  them  Balmer,  Bsq. 
for  10  years. 

On  the  Dake  of  Richmond's  estates  generally,  it  is  the  custom  for  the 
factors  to  lay  out  the  whole  of  the  statute  labour  money  collected  from 
the  property  on  the  roads  within  it.  I  think,  however,  that  the  principle 
of  such  a  system  is  decidedly  bad.  I  think  the  ftmds  in  a  district  should 
be  all  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  derk,  and  expended  at  sight  of  the  sur- 
veyor. 

I  would  1)e  in  favour  of  the  money  raised  in  a  district  being  expended  on 
aU  the  roads  within  that  district,  unless  the  circumstances  of  the  different 
parishes  were  yery  dissimilar. 

I  regard  a  tax  on  horses,  in  the  manner  proposed  by  Lord  Elcho,  as 
impracticable  from  its  inequality ;  and  I  would  prefer  an  assessment  on 
lands  and  heritages  under  the  Valuation  Act. 

I  would  propose  that  the  assessment  should  be  laid  one  half  on  owners, 
and  one  half  on  occupiers.  By  this  proposal,  a  very  heavy  additional  burden 
would  be  laid  on  owners  during  the  currency  of  the  present  leases,  as  at 
present  they  only  pay  one-fourth  of  the  statute  labour  money,  and  probably 
a  very  much  smaller  proportion  of  turnpike  tolls ;  but  at  the  end  of  the 
leases  new  agreetiients  would  be  adjusted  in  reference  to  this  matter ;  and, 
on  the  whole,  I  think  it  would  be  the  most  satisfactory  manner  of  per- 
manently settling  the  question.  The  assessment  on  occupiers  should  be 
with  classification :  I  would  put  a  heavier  rate  on  buildings  than  on  lands, 
on  the  principle  that,  as  regards  the  former,  the  assessment  would  be  upon 
the  premises  upon  which  a  trade  was  carried  on,  while  on  the  latter  it 
would  be  on  the  trade  itself.  There  might  be  some  difficulty  in  such  a 
classification,  although  it  is  acted  upon  in  some  parishes,  as  regards  poors- 
rates,  but  the  principle  is  dear.  Instead  of  a  classification,  it  might  be 
easier  and  as  equitable  to  adopt  a  prindple  recognised  by  the  Statute 
Labour  Road  Act,  and,  besides  the  assessment  proposed  above,  to  impose 
a  moderate  tax  upon  carriers'  and  carters'  horses  let  for  hire,  and  a  heavier 
tax  upon  all  horses  used  for  riding  or  for  drawing  spring  carriages,  pro- 
vided that  tenants  having  no  other  occupation,  and  paying  less  than  L.50 
or  L.lOO  a  year  of  rent,  shall  not  be  liable  for  the  tax,  although  they  should 
incidentally  use  their  horses,  kept  for  labouring  the  possession,  for  riding. 

Supposing  the  assessment  thus  imposed,  I  see  no  objection  to  giving  the 
tenants  a  voice  in  the  management.  They  might  be  elected  by  the 
Parochial  Boards,  as  proposed  by  Lord  Elcho ;  but  I  would  insist  upon  their 
having  some  qualification  according  to  the  amount  of  their  rent,  say  L.lOO 
a  year. 

If  an  assessment  were  to  be  laid  on  for  the  payment  of  the  debt,  or 
rather  for  the  payment  of  the  market  value  of  the  securitv  for  the  debt, 
I  would  levy  it  in  the  same  way  as  for  the  maintenance  of  the  roads.  I 
do  not  think  it  would  be  fair  to  lay  the  whole  of  the  burden  of  the  payment 
of  the  debt  upon  the  owners,  who,  by  paying  one-half  of  the  maintenance, 
will  pay  mucn  more  than  they  do  at  present,  thus  relieving  the  occupiers. 
It  is  a  measure  for  the  good  of  the  whole  community,  and  I  do  not  think  it 
would  be  just  to  make  one  class  only  pay  for  it.  The  debt,  as  proposed  to 
be  estimated,  is  not  the  value  of  the  road  which  will  be  acquired  by  the 
public,  but  merely  the  value  of  the  rates ;  the  difference  between  these 
values,  which  will,  in  some  cases,  be  the  whole  original  cost  of  the  road, 
will  be  lost  by  the  proprietors,  and  the  benefit  they  derived  from  its  for- 
mation was  participated  in  by  the  whole  of  the  community. 
I  do  not  tnink  there  are  many  roads  upon  which  statute  labour  money 
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Gonnty      is  at  present  laid  Mit  irhidi  eonld  oonviBnien%  be  Atspenaed  inlii,  iot 
o^        tiiore  are  many  old  roads  iridch  LaTe  faaaosie  unnf cfw wy»  feont  the  i<P" 
^^^'        mation  of  new  ones. 

Thomas  '^^  statute  kbovr  funds  are  not'CaDehiaively  ^«rotfid  to  tiie  maintenaBee 
Bslmer,  Bsq.  sf  existing  Yoads.  New  roads  aoMTbe*  and  are  nadejmdertliea«tiionfcy«l 
the  Act ;  and  the  proper  mode  of  proceeding  is  for  an  application  ta  te 
made  to  the  Tmstees,  to  allocate  a  part  of  tJie  fnnda  for  uie  pmpoM^  and 
the  Tiiistees  are  empowered  to  horaow  money  on  seeuzify  of  tiie 
for  forming  such  roads. 

In  the  highland  districts  of  the  Dnke  of  Richmond's  praperty»  these 
no  roads  30  years  ago,  and  those  required  by  the  ptthlic»  in  aa  far  as  thif 
have  been  made,  have  been  done  by  the  expenditure  of  the  statute  labov 
money,  together  with  considerable  adiamoes  by  the  Dnke.  lAanj  of  the 
districts  are  still  verf  imperfectly  4uscammodated  with  roads. 


No.  XIX.   WilUam  Oillespk  Btywiiy  Esq.,  Gollen,  Examined  :— 

AViliiam  G.  ^'"^  faucboac  for  the  £krl  of  Seafield*  and  baring  heard  the  evidence  of 
Brysou,  Ejq.  Mr  Balmer,  I  concur  generally  in  the  views  expressed  by  him.  The  only 
particular  in  which  I  differed  noai  him  was  in  r^ard  to  the  party  on  whom 
an  assessment  for  debt  on  turnpikes  should  be  laid.  These  roads  hane 
been  made  by  snbscriptions  by  Uie  owners  of  property*  on  whom,  I  tMnk, 
the  onus  and  responsibility  Intimately  fell;  the  object  in  making  thoae 
roads  being  to  benefit  the  estates  through  which  they  paaaed.  I  thmk  the 
tenants  who  took  their  present  fiurmfl  aner  the  roads  weve  made»  and  gwe 
rents  for  them  aneordingly,  should  not  be  called  upon  to  pay  any  pnortion 
of  the  debt  arising  from  their  construction.  I  would  therdTore  firovide  lor 
the  debt  by  an  aaseaiment  exclusively  on  owners.  For  muntenaiice  of 
roads,  I  think  an  assessment  half  on  owners  and  half  on  occnpieis  would 
be  the  most  proper  adjustment;  we  find  that  at  present  die  toMiila 
grumble  at  having  to  pay  three-fouztha  of  the  statute  labour  money,  while 
the  proprietor  only  pays  one^ourth.  I  do  not  think  that  the  proprieton 
would  object  to  pay  one-half  of  the  assefiament,  even  during  the  enrrenqr 
of  the  pveaent  leases.  Even  at  present  on  the  statute  labour  roads,  tlw 
proprietor  lays  out  a  laxger  sum  upon  the  xoads  than  he  is  i^ally  boand 
to  pay. 

I  think,  in  any  chaof^e  of  syrtem,  the  statute  labour  money  ahowld  he 
leried  on  the  zeal  rent  mslead  of  the  valued  rent  as  at  preaont.  It  leoiild 
be  move  equitable,  and  farii^  in  additional  proparty,  which  at  pveaeat 
escapes  payment. 

At  present,  in  the  Onllen  District,  the  average  rate  per  £  stezling  on 
Lord  SeafiekVs  property  amounts  to  4^.,  whereof  3d.  is  jsakl  by  tikm 
tenant,  and  1  id.  by  the  landlord ;  but  I  cannot  state  whether  this  is  the 
average  rate  paid  oyer  the  whole  county. 

I  fold  that  the  amount  at  present  raised  (wludb  is  the  maidraum)  is 
much  too  small  to  keep  the  roads  in  a  proper  state  of  repair.  I  think»  m 
the  Ottllen  Districty  6d.  would  be  quite  sufficient  for  the  statute  labour 
roads ;  but  I  have  not  made  any  calcuktion  how  much  would  be  lequized 
if  the  turnpike  roads  had  also  to  be  maintained. 

There  is  a  moyement  at  present,  both  in  the  Cullen  and  the  Keith  Dit^ 
trict,  to  have  one  surveyor  for  the  two  districts. 

I  see  no  objection  to  an  assessment  on  horses,  but  I  would  not  tax 
cultural  horses.     I  would  have  a  fixed  sum  raised  on  non^f 
horses,  and  make  vp  the  deficiency  by  an  afisfflnmfnt  on  land. 
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No.  XX.  Makobn  Stewart,  Esq.,  Fif«-£eitb,  ExaoHBed '.— 

I  am  factor  for  the  Earl  of  Fife.  On  Lord  Fife's  propertj,  m  ^e  ^ifie-  Maiooliii 
rent  imri^es,  our  practice  is  to  contract  for  the  repair  of  1^  staitaite  lalbour  OttmnH,  Ba% 
roads,  in  terms  of  a  spedficstion,  ibr  the  period  of  a  jear ;  we  esiploj  ovr 
own  ground-officer  to  see  that  the  eontraeis  are  fttoperij  ejoeeuted.  The 
roads  are  -^nded  into  seetions,  and  iJie  cMHtraeters  eontract  aeparateSy  for 
eadi  seetion .  I  thmk  the  proposed  plan  of  haiong  a  general  fiuperintefidetft 
for  the  whole  district  would  be  an  improvement,  and  I  am  disposed  to 
acquiesce  in  it.  As  fiur  as  I  can  see,  I  am  "not  fim>urabie  to  the  abolition 
of  tolls.  It  is  an  existing  machinery,  and  a  fnorce  of  revenue  which  I 
think  it  would  be  well  to  retain.  I  may  add,  that  as  it  is  stated  net  to  be 
adequate,  I  would  not  object  to  its  being  supplemented  bj  an  assessment 
on  lands  and  heritages,  levied  equally  on  landlord  and  tenant. 

Even  if  tolls  were  retained,  I  think  economy  and  public  benefit  would 
be  promoted  by  oonsolidation  of  Trusfte,  suppooiig  &e  debt  lo  %e  got  rid 
of  or  otherwise  adjusted. 

Lord  Fife  is  considerably  in  advance  for  the  statute  labour  roads.  He 
has  expended  much  larger  sums  than  he  ^vas  legally  bound  to  contribute. 
I  consider  the  sum  presently  levied,  inadequate  to  keep  the  statute  labour 
roads  in  proper  repair. 

if  an  assessment  were  to  be  laid  on,  in  supplement  of  tolk,  I  would  im- 
pose it  equally  on  landlords  and  tenairts. 

T  am  ravourable  to  the  whole  statute  labour  money  in  a  district  being 
made  applicable  to  the  whole  roads  in  that  district,  without  being  limited, 
as  at  present,  to  the  particular  parish  where  the  money  was  levied. 


No.  XXI.  JViUiam  CaiOts,  Esq.,  Solictor,  Banff,  Examined  :— 

I  am  auditor  of  the  county  accounts,  and  futor  for  1^  Geoi^  Aber-  William 
cromby  and  other  proprietors.  A  report  was  drawn  up  by  me  in  1851,  on  Coutts,  Esq. 
a  remit  made  by  the  Road  Trustees  of  the  county,  to  consider  the  expe- 
diency of  consolidating  the  management  of  the  different  IVusts.  In  that 
report,  I  exjR-essed  an  opinion  that  it  would  not  be  practicable  to  effect  a 
consolidation  of  the  interests,  but  that  a  considerable  saving  might  be 
effected  by  a  consolidation  of  the  management.  I  c<Hiadeped  that  the 
debts  on  the  various  Trusts  stood  in  the  way  of  any  complete  oonsolida- 
tion, without  legislative  interference.  I  coirtinue  of  opinion  that  some 
legislative  measure  is  necessary  in  order  to  adjust  and  get  rid  of  the 
debt ;  and  I  am  in  favour  of  such  a  measure.  I  think  the  Trusts  might 
be  80  consolidated  that  the  whole  roads  in  the  county  miight  be  managed 
by  one  deik ;  but  i  am  rather  inclined  to  diride  the  county  into  districts, 
as  at  present,  under  the  Statute  Labour  Act. 

I  would  have  a  general  surveyor  for  the  whoie  county,  with  an  eftcieBt 
sub-surveyor  in  each  district. 

The  present  excess  of  expenditure  in  the  county  of  Banl^  over  that  of 
the  neighbouring  counties,  as  to  whose  management  I  made  inquiry, 
arises  principally  from  the  number  of  small  aeparate  Trusts,  and  the  sepa- 
rate oncers  employed  by  each. 

I  made  inquiry  into  the  expense  of  management  in  the  counties  of 
Aberdeen,  Elgin,  and  Kincardine. 

I  am  favourable  to  the  abolition  of  tolls;  and  I  would  consolidate  the 
whole  roads,  both  turnpikes  and  statute  labour,  and  impose  an  assessment 
for  their  maintenance.  The  assessment  I  would  suggest  would  be  one  on 
lands  acnd  heritageSk  dirided  equally  between  landlcn^  and  tenant;  and  I 
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County 

of 
Banff. 

William 
GonttB,  Bsq. 


would  also  put  a  tax  on  horses  charged  for  assessed  taxes,  bat  I  would 
not  lay  any  tax  on  the  horses  of  agricultural  tenants. 

We  have  found  the  maximum  rate  of  assessment  for  statute  labour 
money  to  be  much  too  low. 

I  have  been  instrumental  in  getting  snrreyors  appointed  in  some  of  the 
statute  labour  districts  with  which  I  am  connected.  We  have  already 
found  it  to  be  a  great  improvement  on  the  old  system. 

I  am  against  the  idea  of  delaying  the  adoption  of  a  change  in  the 
management  and  maintenance  of  the  roads  for  ten  years.  I  think  the 
diange  would  be  a  good  one,  and  ought  to  be  adopted  at  once. 

I  am  favourable  to  the  principle  of  the  tenants  having  a  voice  in  the 
management,  for  which  the  machinery  under  the  Poor  Law  might  be 
adopted.  I  would  require  a  certain  amount  of  qualification  for  the 
parties  to  be  elected — say  L.50. 


Repobt  by  William  Goutts,  Solicitor  in  Banff,  to  the  Trustees  under  the 

Turnpike  Act  for  the  County  of  Banff!. 

Of  this  date  (30th  December  1850),  a  remit  was  made  to  the  reporter, 
^'to  correspond  with  the  clerks  of  the  adjoining  counties,  particularly 
Aberdeen,  Moray,  and  Kincardine  shires,  with  the  view  of  obtaining  in- 
formation, and  to  prepare  a  report  before  the  30th  April,  how  far  the  ex- 
pense of  Turnpike  Trusts  may  be  diminished,  by  consolidating  the 
management,  or  otherwise."  To  enable  the  reporter  to  comply  wiQi  the 
remit  so  made  to  him,  he  put  the  following  queries  to  the  clerks  of  the 
Turnpike  Trustees  of  the  counties  of  Aberdeen,  Elgin,  Kincardine,  and 
Ross — the  convener  having  suggested  that  the  last  county  should  be 
written  to  on  the  subject,  as  weU  as  those  named  in  the  remit : — 

1.  The  total  revenue  of  the  .Turnpike  Trusts  in  the  county? 

2.  The  total  length  of  the  Trusts  ? 

3.  The  cost  of  repairs  ? 

4.  Cost  of  management,  distinguishing  the  cost  of  superintendence 

from  clerks'  salaries  ? 

5.  Is  there  any  consolidation  of  the  management  of  Trusts  without 

actual  consolidation  of  the  interests  of  the  Trusts  ? 

6.  Are  the  Trusts  managed  by  local  clerks,  and  separate  from  the 

general  clerk  ? 
To  these  queries  he  received  answers  from  all  the  counties  except  Ross. 

I.  Aberdeen. — ^In  Aberdeenshire  there  are  32  Trusts,  extending  in 
length  to  446  miles  1  furlong  and  33^  yards,  managed  b^  different 
clerks,  other  than  the  general  clerk ;  and  the  revenue  from  which,  for  the 
year  ending  dist  May  1850,  was  L.15,73],  17s.  l^d.,  or,  per  mile^  L.35, 
5s.  2id.  The  total  sum  expended  that  year  for  repairs  was  L.10,331, 
2s.  4a.,  or  at  the  rate,  per  mile,  of  L.23,  3s.  l^d. ;  the  total  sum  paid  to 
overseers  was,  for  that  year,  L.420,  or,  per  mile,  18s.  9f  d. ;  and  the  total 
sum  paid  in  salaries  to  clerks,  L.333, 16s.,  or,  per  mile,  14s.  ll^d. ;  Uie 
total  cost  of  repairs,  clerks*  salaries,  and  for  overseers  being,  per  mile, 
L.24, 16s.  lOfd.     In  this  county  there  is  no  consolidation  of  management. 

II.  Elgin, — In  the  county  of  Elgin  there  are  78  miles  of  roads,  all 
united  under  one  management,  in  the  person  of  the  clerk  to  the  General 
Meeting.  Four  of  the  principal  roads,  viz. — 1st,  The  Great  Road,  from 
Speybndge  to  Nairnshire  ;  2d,  the  Lossiemouth  Road ;  3d,  the  Burgfaead 
and  Kinloss  Road;  4th,  the  Pitnisk  and  Findhom,  are  consolidated 
tft  all  their  interests ;  and,  1st,  the  Rothes  Road,  2d,  the  Dava  Road, 
3d,  the  Boat  of  Bridge  Road,  are  consolidated  to  the  extent  of  manage^ 
men$  and  repairs ;  but  the  other  interests,  viz.,  loans  and  subscriptions, 
are  disunited,^ — a  separate  account,  applicable  to  each,  of  the  surplus  re^ 
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venue»  after  deducting  repairs  and  management,  being  kept  by  tbe  derk       County 
and  treasurer.    The  total  revenue  of  the  roads  in  this  county  is  L. 2,447,  ^ 

12s.  7d.,  or  at  the  rate,  per  mile,  of  L.31,  78.  7d.    The  cost  of  repairs        ^"^^- 
was,  for  the  year  ending  Whitsunday  1850,  L.1,371, 78. 8d.,  or  at  the  rate,       William 
per  mile,  of  L.17,  lis.  T^d. ;  the  overseer's  salary  was  L.lOO,  or  at  the   Contts,  Esq. 
rate  of  L.l,  5s.  7|d.  per  mile ;  the  treasurer's  salary  was  L.35,  and  the 
clerk's  L.41,  or  at  the  rate  of  19s.  5f  d.  per  mile  ;  and  the  total  cost  of 
repairs  and  management  bein^r  at  the  rate,  per  mile,  of  L.l 9, 16s.  9d. 

III.  Kincardineshire, — In  Kincardineshire  there  are  68  j  miles,  under 
one  Trust,  producing  a  revenue  of  L.l, 054,  or  at  the  rate,  per  mOe,  of 
L.18,  Is.  l|d.  The  total  cost  of  repairs  and  inddents  was  L,740,  or  at 
the  rate,  per  mile,  of  L.12, 13s.  6d.,  managed  under  one  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  by  one  clerk,  at  a  salary  of  L.50,  and  one  overseer,  at  a  salary 
of  L.80 ;  the  overseer's  salary  being  at  the  rate,  per  mUe,  of  L.l,  78. 4|d., 
and  the  clerk's  salary  at  the  rate,  per  mile,  of  17s.  1^. ;  the  total  cost  for 
repairs  and  management  bein?,  per  mile,  L.14, 188.  Old.  In  this  county 
there  ore  three  o&er  roads,  auled  bye-roads,  viz.,  the  South  Deeside,  the 
Nether  Ley  Road,  and  the  Slug  Road,  managed  by  other  clerks. 

IV.  Baf^fihire. — ^In  Ban£Eahire  there  are  13  Turnpike  Trusts  and  two 
Bridge  Trusts ;  the  total  length  of  roads  being  140  miles  6  furlongs  and 
124  yards,  producing  a  net  revenue,  for  the  year  ending  Whitsunday  1850, 
of  L.3,002, 13s.  7d.,  or  at  the  rate,  per  mile,  of  L.21, 6s.  5id.,  which  roads 
are  nuuiaged  by  different  clerks,  and  under  different  overseers.  The  total 
cost  of  repairs  for  said  year  was  L.1,684, 19s.  9|d.,  or  at  the  rate,  per 
mile,  of  L.13,  4s.  lO^d.;  the  amount  paid  to  overseers  was  L.l  10, 2s.  8d., 
or  at  the  rate,  per  mile,  of  15s.  7id. ;  and  the  amount  to  local  clerks  and 
treasurers  was  L.78, 12s.  6d.,  or  at  the  rate,  per  mile,  of  lis.  2d. ;  the 
amount  paid  to  the  general  clerk  for  rouping  toUs,  and  other  expenses,  was 
L.72,  lis.  lid.,  or  at  the  rate,  per  mile,  of  lOs.  3Sd. ;  the  total  cost  for 
repairs  and  management  beine  L.l 5,  Is.  11  jd.  per  mile. 

It  would  thus  appear  that  the  management  in  Banfbhire  is  considerably 
higher  than  that  of  Aberdeenshire,  and  higher  than  even  Elgin  or  Kin- 
cardine ;  these  two  last  counties  being  higher,  again,  than  in  Aberdeen- 
shire, thus — 

Aberdeen  is  at  the  rate,  per  mile,  of  L.O  14  11( 

Elgm,  „  „  .        .  0  19    51 

Kincardine,       „  „  .        .  0  17    li 

Banff,  „  „  ..115} 

L.3  13    Oi 

Average  for  the  four  counties  being  18s.  3d.  and  a  fraction. 

It  appears  to  the  reporter,  without  any  consolidation  of  interests  (and 
the  reporter  is  humblv  of  opinion  that  a  consolidation  of  interests  would 
be  almost  a  matter  of  impossibility),  that  a  very  considerable  saving  could 
be  effected  bv  a  consolidation  of  management ;  but,  before  this  even  could 
be  effected,  the  consent  of  each  of  the  thirteen  Trusts  in  the  county  to  the 
changing  of  their  local  clerks  would  have  to  be  procured.  On  the  as- 
sumption that  the  consent  of  the  respective  Trusts  may  be  procured,  the 
reporter  has  taken  into  consideration  what  might  be  a  fair  remuneration 
to  one  person  taking  the  charge  of  the  whole  Trusts,  both  roads  and 
bridges,  m  Banfbhire  (and  inclusive  of  general  derk  rouping  tolls),  and 
has  come  to  the  conclusion  that  L.100  would  be  a  fair  remuneration. 
This  view  points  at  the  general  clerk  doing  the  whole  duty ;  but  as  the 
Trustees  may  not  be  all  of  the  same  mind  as  to  this  plan,  the  reporter 
may  state  that,  even  if  the  general  clerk  should  be  separate,  and  continue 
to  receive  the  same  emolument  as  at  present,  a  saving  might  be  effected, 
although  not  of  equal  amount. 
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!  CountgF  By  the  first  view,  the  reporter  tlunks  a  saving  of  L.63  odds  miglit  be 

^rJ^        efiected ;  and,  hy  a  clerk  and  treasurer  being  appointed,  separate  frmn  the 

'       general  clerk,  a  saTing  might  be  made  of  L.23,  17s.  6d.  yearly. 

Williaoi  With  regard,  on  the  other  hand,  to  the  expense  of  inspecting,  the  le*- 

€oiitt8,  Esq.  porter  dees  not  tiiink  that  much  saving  can  be  ef^ted.  If. the  system  of 
different  overseers  d^ng  the  duty  be  continued,  there  will  be  no  saving. 
Should,  however,  one  inspector  lor  the  whole  roads  be  procured,  and  toe 
consent  of  the  different  Trusts  to  his  appointment  be  obtained^  a  saving 
of  L».1Q,  28.  8d.  would  arise,  as  the  reporter  considers  that  a  salary 
of  L..80^  with  L.20  for  keeping  a  horse,  would  be  a  fair  remuneration  to  a 
person  such  as  should  be  named. 

The  (Hily  other  suggestion  which  the  oeporter,  in  conclusion,  would 
make  is,  that  if  the  pcoposed  consoiidatioii  of  management  can  be  carried 
oat,  an  arrangement  sbyould  be  made  compulsory  on  the  treasurer,  who- 
ever he  may  be,  that  centraciers  in  the  upper  district,  when  they  receive 
a  eertificate  by  the  overseer  entitling  them  to  money,  should  get  tliat 
money  at  Keiths  withaut  the  neeessity  of  ooming  to  Baji£. 

Humbly  reported  1^ 

Wm.  Coutts,  AtuKior  of  Turnpike  AccounU, 

Banff,  2Sth  April  1851. 
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XXIV.  COUNTY  OF  ELGIN. 


Etffin^  Monday^  4th  July  1859. 


William  Smythe,  Esq.         I         Sir  Andrew  Orr. 
MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAm. 

li-i.-*—  County 

No.  I.  John  David  Damdton,  Esq.,  Form,  Examined  : —  _/^f 

I  am  clerk  to  the  Findhom  Bridffe.    This  bridge,  as  well  as  tfae  Spey   John  David 
Bridge,  was  erected  under  a  spedaf  Act  passed  in  1830,  after  the  great  Davidson,  Esq. 
floods  of  1829,  when  both  bridges  were  destroyed.    The  approaches,  which 
are  maintained  out  of  the  pontages,  are  not  abore  50  yartfs  in  length. 
There  is  a  pontage  on  the  bridge,  which  was  let  up  to  Whitsunday  1858. 
For  the  current  year  the  Trustees  are  collecting  tbe  tolls. 

The  revenue  for  1856-57  was     ....     L.406    2    8 
„  1867-68^ 444    6    7 

The  expenditure  on  maintenance   and   repairs 

in  1856-57  was L.B3  19    4 

„  1857-58, 86  17    1 

The  salary  of  the  treaiwer  ia  hJlO,  lOi^  and  the  clerk's,  L.10, 10a. 

The  fan^Be  is  a  sutBeoaiea  bridgj^  and  these  iaa  pootaf e  ka  Soat-fas- 
aengen  as  weft  as  fcv  nones. 

Tlie  faaidge  was  Ualt  hy  manica  raieed  by  loan,  which  amouated  ori. 
ginally  ta  abanft  L.7,00a . 

The  balance  of  debt  now  due  is  L.2,145, 16s.  6d. 

ffiiheria  there  has  been  5  per  ee&i.  iatcRBt  paid  on  the  d^>i,  Sag  winch 
there  is  no  pcnonai  aecarity  of  the  Trasteea.  It  Beets  entirdy  upon  as- 
signation to  the  tolls. 

The  revenue  has  been  very  much  reduced  during  the  past  year.  We 
only  levied  during  that  year  L.ld8y  out  of  wfaieh  the  expenses  of  collection 
have  to  be  paid,  being  7s.  per  week,  or  L.18,  4s.  per  annum. 

I  cannot,  of  eowzae,  say  to  what  extent  the  operation  af  the  Railway 
Company  may  still  fturther  affect  the  bridge ;  but  it  may  be  doubtful  how 
&r  we  may  be  able  ta  eoutiaue  to  par  the  fall  rate  of  intereet. 

The  rule  we  observed  in  paying  off  the  debt  latteiiy  was,  to  pay  a  pro- 
pertian  of  the  surplus  to  each  of  the  cre^ion.  During  the  last  two  years, 
It-  waa  15  per  cent,  in  each  year  on  the  amount  of  the  debts. 

The  hndge  ia  aader  the  management  of  a  committee  o£  Trustees  in 
iht  paciites  af  Foires  and  Dyker--the  Trastecs  being  parties  possessed  of 
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County      a  qualification  in  land,  and  also  those  who  are  creditors  to  the  extent  of 
gO?  L.200. 

^^'  The  money  was  advanced  principally  by  those  residing  in  Forres  and 

John  Dayid   the  neighbourhood.    Any  sales  of  the  debentures  which  have  taken  place 
Dayidson,  Esq.  have  always  been  for  the  full  amount 


No.  II.  James  Granty  Esq.,  Provost  of  Elgin,  Examined: — 

J.  Grant,  Esq.  The  only  funds  we  have  for  maintaining  the  roads  and  streets  in  the 
burgh,  is  tiie  statute  labour  assessment.  The  burgh  is  under  the  Oeneral 
Police  Act.  The  police  and  parliamentary  boundaries  are  the  same. 
The  Statute  Labour  Road  Trustees  are  the  body  who  have  the  control 
over  the  funds  to  be  laid  out  on  the  streets  and  roads  of  the  burgh.  As 
Provost,  I  am  an  ex-qficio  Trustee,  along  with  the  eldest  Bailie.  The 
High  Street,  or  Main  Street  of  the  town,  is  part  of  the  turnpike  road,  and 
is  maintained  under  an  arrangement  between  the  Magis^'ates  and  the 
Road  Trustees.  The  Trustees  contribute  annually  a  sum  towards  the 
maintenance  and  repair  of  this  street,  the  Comnion  Good  making  up  the 
balance.  There  is  nothing  in  the  nature  of  causeway  mail  levied,  or 
any  custom  on  goods  passing  through  the  town,  although  custom  is  levied 
on  goods  coming  in  for  sale.  The  pavement  in  front  of  the  houses  is 
maintained  by  the  respective  proprietors,  under  the  control  of  the  Police 
Commissioners. 

There  are  no  tolls  within  the  parliamentary  boundaries ;  but^sinoe  the 
opening  of  the  railways,  it  has  been  threatened  to  put  on  toll-bars  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  town  to  intercept  the  traffic.  This  would  be  very  ob- 
noxious to  the  inhabitants,  but  could  be  easily  evaded,  as  we  have, 
amongst  others,  a  new  road  made  to  the  railway  station,  which  is  not  a 
turnpike  road.  This  road  was  made  by  the  Guildry  through  a  portion 
of  their  lands,  aided  by  a  contribution  from  the  Common  Good  of  the 
town. 

The  tolls  at  present  are  not  felt  to  be  pecnliarly  oppresdve  to  the  in- 
habitants of  Elgin,  although  we  cannot  go  fiir  on  a  turnpike  without 
havine  to  pay  one. 

I  aaould  think  that,  instead  of  the  system  at  present  in  operation,  it 
would  be  preferable  that  the  burgh  should  have  the  maintenance  and 
management  of  its  own  roads  within  the  burgh  boundaries. 

The  feeling  in  the  town  is  very  strong  in  mvour  of  the  abolitioQ  of  all 
toll-bars.  Under  an  arrangement  whereby  the  bnreh  would  have  to 
maintain  its  own  roads,  I  do  not  calculate  that  we  should  have  to  "puj  less 
than  we  now  do;  but  I  think  the  streets  would  be  better  kept  and 
managed. 

I  could  not  state  exactly  the  sum  contributed  by  the  Turnpike  Trus- 
tees towards  the  maintenance  of  the  Main  Street,  but  I  think  that  it  is 
about  L.20  a-year. 


No.  III.  Alexander  Cooper^  Esq.,  Elgin,  Examined : — 

Alexander        I  am  clerk  and  collector  to  the  Dt^fftis  and  Urquhart  Disfriet,  and 
Cooper,  Esq.  derk  to  the  Elgin  District  of  Statute  Labour  Roods. 

The  Statute  Labour  Act  for  the  county  is  6d  Geo.  III.,  cap.  57)  whidi 
was  also  a  Turnpike  Act,  and  limited  as  such,  but  perpetual  as  to  the  stip 
tute  labour  roads.  There  was  a  previous  Act  for  levying  a  conversioD, 
in  lieu  of  statute  labour,  for  the  county — 15  Geo.  Dl.^  cap.  56 — ^whidi 
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was  repealed  by  tiie  existing  Act.    The  Trustees  are  persons  holding;  land       Cooiity 
to  the  value  of  L.100  sterling,  or  valued  in  the  cess-books  at  L.lOO  Scots,        -.^ 
together  with  their  eldest  sons,  and  also  certain  eoo-^ffido  Trustees.  ^' 

The  county  is  divided  by  the  statute,  for  statute  labour  purposes,  into     Alozander 
five  districts ;  but  these  districts  were  afterwards  altered  by  the  general  Cooper,  £sq. 
meeting,  and  now  form  six  districts — viz.,  Elgin,  Urquhart^Dufifus,  Forres, 
Rothes,  and  Strathspey. 

The  assessment  on  lands,  etc.,  is  leviable  according  to  the  old  valued 
rent,  and  is  payable  by  the  owners  in  the  first  place,  with  a  power  of  re- 
covering to  the  extent  of  three-fourths  from  their  tenants.  The  maxi- 
mum leviable  from  lands  is  503.  per  L.lOO  Scots,  and  the  minimum  30s. 
Besides,  there  is  a  rate  upon  houses  and  other  buildings  having  no  land 
annexed,  according  to  a  scale,  which  varies  from  4d.  to  Is.  in  the  £ ;  but 
upon  houses  or  buildings  above  L.40  of  rent,  xio  rate  exceeding  40s.  is 
leviable,  whatever  may  be  the  amount  of  the  rent ;  but  there  are  very  few 
such. 

The  following  is  a  statement  in  regard  to  the  amount  of  assessment 
leviable  in  the  different  parishes,  and  showing  that  the  rate  per  £  on  the 
real  rent,  as  at  present  levied,  varies  very  much  in  the  different  parishes : — 

Schedule  of  Revenue  and  Expenditure  of  Elginshire  Statute  Labour 

Roads  for  Tear  1859. 


Parmhes. 


Dnffiis 

Drainie 

Alvee 

Ui-quliart 

St  Andrews.. 


Yaluation 
in  Scots 
Money. 


£.      8.  d. 
3,000    9  10 

8,044  17    4 

6,462  17    2 

5,509    6    1 


Bate 
of  As- 
sess- 
ment 
per 
£100 
Scots. 


Spo3mionth  lands) 
and  fishings.....) 

Feuarsin  Barony) 
of  Garmouth ...  j 


Bimie.. 
Spynie 
Elgin.. 


4,222  1 

8 

9,731  6 

9 

4,490  18 

2 

678  0 

0 

5,163  13  2 

784  18  6 

3,054  13  8 

9,149    5  1 


50s. 
608. 
40s. 


60s. 


40s. 
508. 
50s. 
85e. 


Amount 
of  As- 
sessment 


£ 
lb 

76 

109 


s.  d. 

0  8 

2  5 

5  1 


126 
18 
70 

167 


240  19    7 


17  6 

7  ^ 

7  4 

17  1 


Valuation 

in  Sterling 

Money. 


£        8.  d. 

9,191    8  0 

6,981  16  0 

0,231  11  0 . 


11,645    2    0 


7,578  12  0 

1,660  19  0 

3,002    t  0 

8,888    4  0 


Bate  per 

£of 
Sterling 
Money. 


£  s.  d. 

0  0  Ij* 

0  0  3 

0  0  4 


0    0    4| 


0  0  4|» 

0  0  2{ 

0  0  4J* 

0  0  4}t 


*  On  houses,  etc.,  not  having  any  cultivated  land  attached  except  a  garden,  6d. 
per  £  sterling  of  yearly  rent  or  value. 

f  On  houses,  etc,  as  above,  4|d.  per  £  sterling  of  yearly  rent  or  value. 
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Conntj  In  all  the  parishes  vitfa  which  I  am  concerned,  the  money  levied  in  a 

fg^  parish  is  expended  on  roads  within  that  parish,  except  in  the  parishes  of 

^1^*        Urquhait  and  St  Andrews,  where  there  is  but  one  fund,  and  it  is  spent  on 
Alexander     the  roads  indiscriminately. 

€k>oper,EBq.  The  funds  at  present  are  expended  at  the  sight  of  a  Barreyor.  In 
each  district  he  makes  out  a  report,  which  is  approved  of  by  the  meeting 
of  Trustees,  and  carried  out  by  hini. 

The  surveyor  for  the  statute  labour  roads  in  the  Elgin  District  is  also 
surveyor  for  the  whole  turnpike  roads  in  the  county,  besides  other  roads. 
His  salary  as  surveyor  for  the  statute  labour  roads  in  the  Elgin  District  is 
L.15,  and  for  the  parish  of  Alves  L.5. 

In  the  parish  of  Speymouth,  the  statute  labour  roads  are  principaUy 
under  the  management  of  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  and  he  is  consider- 
ably in  advance  for  the  roads  of  that  parish.  The  present  balance  for 
which  he  is  in  advance  is  L.388,  Os.  8d.  The  funds  leried  in  the  pariah 
are  insufficient  to  keep  the  roads  in  repair,  and  the  Duke  has,  conse- 
quently, been  led  to  make  these  advances. 

It  is  a  common  thing  for  proprietors,  when  they  wish  a  road  thoroughly 
improved,  to  advance  the  funds  required ;  and  they  have  a  lien  created  on 
the  funds  in  their  favour,  so  that  the  money  due  to  them  may  be  repaid 
out  of  their  portions  of  the  assessment,  but  without  interest. 

In  the  parish  of  Elgin,  there  is  only  one  fund  for  the  whole  parish,  and 
the  assessment  levied  in  burgh  is  thrown  into  a  common  fund  with  what 
is  levied  in  the  landward  part  of  the  parish. 

There  are  highways  in  the  district  to  which  the  statute  labour  monej  is 
not  applied. 

There  is  very  little  ever  done  to  such  roads.  They  are  dependent  on 
the  proprietors  or  other  parties  interested  for  their  maintenance ;  but 
they  are  of  little  consequence. 

When  an  application  is  made  to  put  a  new  road  on  the  statute  labour 
list,  the  Trustees  consider  whether  it  would  be  desirable  to  adopt  it  as  a 
statute  labour  road  or  not.  A  case  of  this  kind  occurred  very  lately, 
where  the  Guildry  Fund  Society  opened  up  a  new  street  leading  to  the 
Elgin  Railway  Station.  They  gave  the  ground  for  nothing,  and  expended 
a  large  sum  in  making  the  road.  In  taking  it  over,  the  Trustees  fulowed 
the  invariable  rule  of  requiring  that  the  road  should  first  be  put  into  good 
condition  before  being  assumed  by  them. 

I  consider  that  the  statute  labour  money  might  be  more  economically 
and  advantageously  expended,  if  adjoining  parishes  were  combined  under 
one  common  system,  and  had  one  common  fund. 

My  salary  is  paid  by  the  different  parishes,  and  I  have  not  one  sum  for 
the  district.  There  is  a  separate  collector  in  the  burgh  of  Elgin,  and  for 
part  of  the  parish  of  Speymouth. 

The  amount  of  assessment  in  the  burghal  district  of  Elgin  Hndndipg 
lands  not  in  the  cess-books)  is  L.311,  3s.  7d.,  and  the  salary  of  the  coUeo- 
tor  is  L.35. 

I  have  heard  complaints  that  more  money  is  raised  for  statute  labour 
within  the  bm^h  than  is  expended  on  the  roads  within  it ;  but  I  do  not 
think  there  is  much  ground  for  such  complaints. 

There  is  a  general  district  meeting  held  onee  every  year,  and  there  ane 
committees  appointed  for  looking  after  anything  that  may  occur  durii^ 
the  vear. 
The  assessment  in  the  burgh  of  Elgin  is  not  at  the  maximnuL 


No.  lY.  Sir  Archibald  Dunbar^  Bart  of  Northfidd. 

Sir   Azehibald     , 
osbar,  Bart.     I  am  eoQTener  of  the  counij  of  JEUgiay  and  am  la  the  hahii  of  attending 
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to  mattan  oonneeted  with  the  roads,  more  particalarly  iii  the  Duffus  Die-      Ccnai^ 
trict  of  Statute  Labour  Roads,  and  with  the  turnpike  roads  generally.  ^ 

The  questioii  of  the  abolition  of  tolls  has  been  e(»i^derablj  agitated  in       ^^' 

theoouBty.  Sir   Archibald 

The  tenants  in  my  neighbourhood  are  disposed  to  object  to  any  general  Dunbar,  Bart, 
assessment  either  on  horses  or  lands,  as  they  at  present  pay  litUe  or  no^ 
thing  in  the  way  of  tolls,  while  they  have  good  roads  both  to  the  market 
towns  and  seaports,  maintained  out  of  the  statute  labour  funds,  and 
any  assessment  thrown  upon  them  would  be  an  additional  burden,  upon 
which  they  did  not  calculate  when  they  took  their  leases  ;  whereas  tenants 
in  other  parts  of  the  county,  who  are  now  chargeable  for  tolls,  would,  if  tolls 
were  abolished,  be  relieTed  at  their  expense.  These  last  no  doubt,  when 
they  took  theur  farms,  had  in  view  the  burden  to  which  they  were  liable 
by  payment  of  tolls. 

If  the  appUcation  of  the  assessments  were  confined  to  parishes,  the  ob- 
jection would  not  exist ;  so  that,  if  each  parish  were  to  maintain  the  pre- 
sent tornpike  roads  within  it^  instead  oi  supporting  them  by  tolls,  this 
would  be  a  fan:  arrangement.  These  turnpike  roads  lessen  the  burden  of 
statute  labour  money  in  these  parishes.  The  surveyor  has  expressed  an 
opinion,  that  the  present  expense  of  maintaining  the  tornpike  roads  will 
be  reduced  one-half,  owing  to  the  diminution  of  the  traffic  consequent  on 
the  opening  of  the  luilwavs.  The  amowit  necessary  might  be  secured  by 
a  re-adjustment  of  t&e  tolls. 

The  debt  on  the  roads  in  this  county  is  not  very  heavy.  If  tolls  were 
to  be  abolished,  I  presume  it  would  have  to  be  provided  for  by  an  assess- 
ment. The  debt  on  the  turnpike  roiMls  is  chiefly  composed  of  bonds  and 
bills,  for  which  the  Trustees  are  personally  liable. 

No  dividend  has  been  paid  on  the  subscription  debt  for  20  years,  and  I 
do  not  suppose  that  the  original  subscribers  look  upon  it  as  a  matter  of 
any  value.    No  return  has  ever  been  made  of  it  to  Government. 

An  assessment  for  payment  of  debt  should  be  imposed  on  property  in 
the  county. 

I  wish  to  remark,  that  the  county  is  heavily  assessed  for  the  Speyside 
or  highland  roads.  The  assessment  falls  upon  the  proprietors.  There 
are  no  tolls  on  the  roads ;  and  we  consider  it  a  great  grievance  that  the 
other  parts  of  the  county  have  to  pay  for  maintaining  a  road  for  the  pro- 
prietors of  that  district. 

I  think  it  would  be  a  great  advantage  to  have  the  statute  labour  money 
raised  according  to  the  real  rent  under  the  Valuation  Roll,  instead  of  on 
the  valued  rent  as  at  present. 

I  think  it  is  an  advantage  that  the  statute  labour  money  should  be  ex- 
pended at  the  sight  of  a  surveyor,  instead  of  being  laid  out  by  each  pro- 
prietor on  the  roads  on  his  own  estate. 


No.  V.  John  Grant  Matkoj^^  ^^>t  GrantowD,  Examined : — 

I  am  derk  to  the  StrcOktf^  Dutriet  of  SkUute  Labour  Roads.     The    Jolm  Crnut 
Earl  of  Seafield  is  sde  proprietor  in  the  district  Mad; ay,  Ksq. 

The  statute  labonr  money  is  not  collected  by  me  but  by  Lord  Seafidd*s 
4betor»  when  he  eoUects  the  rents,  and  he  sees  as  to  the  application  of  it 
He  rendere  an  aoooont  ammally  to  the  diatikt  neetiag,  of  the  way  in 
which  the  nsoney  has  been  expended.  Sometimea  when  there  is  a  new 
road  to  be  nade,  the  £sctor  hem  a  balance  in  the  bank  unexpended,  in 
the  name  of  Ihe  Trustees.  The  Trueteest  in  &ct»  lay  by  a  sum  lor  the 
purpose. 

Thcve  is  no  sarveyor ;  the  mmey  ia.e,tpffftdwl  at  the  sight  of  the  factor. 
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'Coanty      who  contracts  with  a  roftd  contractor  in  the  district  for  the  repair  of  the 
0?  roads. 

^^"'  The  tenants  on  Lord  Seafield's  estate  do  not  pay  according  to  the  old 

JohD  Grant    valued  rent,  but  contribute  a  rate  of  3d.  per  £.     The  proprietor  himself 

Maokay,  Esq.  contributes  3d.  also ;  so  that  the  road  assessment  amounts  to  6d.  in  the  £ 

of  real  rent.     The  tenants  are  satisfied  with  this  arrangement.    If  we 

were  limited  to  the  sum  leyiable  under  the  Acts,  even  though  at  the  maxi- 

mum,  we  should  not  hare  enough  to  maintain  the  roads. 


No.  VI.  WilUam  Sclanderst  Esq.,  Forres,  Examined : — 

SclaSd"**' E         ^  *"^  ^^^^^  *°^  collector  to  the  Forres  District  of  StatiOe  Labour 
ers,£sq.  ji^^^^^  which  extends  over  six  parishes,  and  comprises  130  miles  of  roads. 
We  have  two  surveyors.    Five  parishes  have  the  same  surveyor;  and  the 
parish  of  Forres  is  under  the  charge  of  Mr  Gregor,  who  is  also  the  sur- 
veyor of  the  tiumpike  roads  in  the  county. 

The  money  levied  in  each  parish  is  expended  on  the  roads  in  that 
parish.  The  surveyor  for  the  five  parishes  is  a  nurseryman,  and  has 
other  employments. 

The  streets  in  the  town  of  Forres,  with  the  exception  of  the  prindpal 
street,  which  is  turnpike,  are  all  maintained  out  of  the  statute  labour 
funds.  We  do  not  levy  the  full  rate  prescribed  by  the  Act  in  the  town 
*of  Forres.  We  do  not  levy  under  L.2,  and  there  are  a  great  many  ex- 
lemptions  on  the  score  of  poverty.  Horses  of  carriers,  etc.,  are  assessed  at 
2s.  apiece ;  but  farmers  and  others  who  pay  upon  rents  are  not  ^Mffiqwed 
-for  their  horses. 

The  assessment,  as  at  present  levied  on  the  old  valued  rent»  does  not 
fairly  represent  the  actual  value  of  the  properties.    I  think  it  would  be  a 
^fairer  system  if  the  assessment  were  to  be  imposed  according  to  the  zeal 
rent. 

We  have  applied  our  statute  labour  money  to  effecting  improvements, 
-and  also  to  a  small  extent  to  the  construction  of  new  roads  ;  but  we  have 
Always  found  our  fund  sufficient. 
We  have  no  debt  of  any  kind. 


No.  VII.  Mr  Peter  Grants  Bumside^  Examined : — 

Mr  P.  Grant.  I  am  clerk  and  collector  to  the  Rothes  District  of  t^attOe  Labour 
Roads,  which  embraces  two  parishes,  with  33  miles  of  roads.  I  am  ako 
survevor,  for  which  I  have  a  salary  of  L.8,  8s.  I  am  a  farmer  in  ikte 
neighbourhood  of  Elgin.  The  statute  labour  money  levied  annually  in 
the  district  passes  through  mv  hands,  with  the  exception  of  the  properties 
of  Mr  Grant  of  Wester  Elchies,  and  Sir  G.  MTherson  Grant  of  Balfin- 
(lalloch,  from  which  properties  an  account  is  rendered  annually  to  the 
Dbtrict  Trustees,  showing  that  they  have  expended  the  sums  for  whidi 
they  were  liable  upon  the  roads  on  their  properties.  As  to  the  other 
roads,  I  make  an  annual  report  to  the  Trustees  of  the  sums  required  for 
the  roads,  which  report  is  generally  adopted,  and  the  sums  allocated  accord- 
ingly. We  have  a  large  debt  in  the  district,  amounting  to  L.1,2S7. 
This  arose  from  the  expense  incurred  in  making  a  new  road  along  the 
north  side  of  the  Spey.  There  is  no  prospect  of  this  debt  being  repaid. 
The  sum  expended  was  considerably  more,  but  Lord  Seafield's  shiure  of  the 
expense  was  never  entered  as  a  claim  against  the  road.  He  has  noade 
severid  other  roads  in  the  district,  for  which  he  has  entered  no  claim. 
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We  are  obliged  to  expend  the  money  on  roads  in  the  parish  where  it  is      Gonnty 
levied.    I  generally  contract  for  the  repair  of  the  roads ;  our  last  contract       ^^ 
was  for  tluree  years.    I  think  this  is  an  economical  plan,  and  adran-       ^*^' 
tageons  to  the  roads.  Mr  P.  Grant. 

We  have  a  specification,  under  which  care  is  taken  that  the  roads  shall 
be  kept  well  up  towards  the  end  of  the  contract. 

The  sum  we  lery  under  the  assessment  is  found  not  to  be  sufficient  fat 
keeping  the  roads  in  good  repair. 

I  should  think  it  desirable  that  the  assessment  should  be  levied  on  the 
real  rent,  instead  of  the  valued  rent.  On  one  property  in  the  parish  of 
Bothes,  the  proprietor  pays  only  16s.  3d.  for  roaa  money,  whereas  if  rated 
on  the  real  rent  he  would  pajr  a  much  larger  sum. 

The  question  of  the  abolition  of  toUs  has  been  a  good  deal  canvassed 
among  the  fiirmers  in  the  district.  The  proposal  to  assess  horses  was 
much  objected  to  by  them ;  but  I  do  not  think  an  assessment  on  land 
would  be  equally  olr|ected  to  bv  them. 

The  farmers  complain  of  the  toUs  as  a  grievance,  and  I  think  they 
would  willingly  see  an  assessment  on  land  in  their  place. 


No.  Vin.  Fife  Dvf  BoberUon,  Esq.,  Elgin,  Examined  :— 

My  partner,  Mr  Duff,  is  derk  to — 1st,  The  Boat  of  Bridge  Turnpike  ;  F*  D.  Robert-^ 
2d,  The  Consolidated  Turnpikes;   3d,  The  Dava  Turnpike;  4th,  The      "OD^Esq.^ 
Rothes  Turnpike ;  and  5th,  The  Spey  Bridge  Trust. 

The  whole  of  the  above  turnpike  roads  are  comprised  in  the  existing 
Act,  which  was  passed  in  1840.  The  accounts  are  all  kept  separately, 
but  the  roads  are  all  under  one  surveyor. 

The  Boat  of  Bridge  Turnpike  extends  to  8  miles,  with  one  toU,  which  ^ 
is  let. 

Therevenuefor  1856-57  was     .        .                .    L.llO  17    (T 
„  1857-68 165  17    0 

The  expense  of  maintenance  and  management  was — 

In  1856-57, L.107    2    9 

„  1857-58, 195  12     4 

The  salaries  of  derk  and  surveyor  for  the  whole  Trusts  are  paid  out  of 
the  funds  of  the  Consolidated  Trusts. 

The  surveyor  has  L.I 00,  and  the  clerk  L.41. 

There  was  a  debt  of  L.  1,050  of  money,  borrowed  on  the  personal  secu- 
rity of  Lord  Fife's  trustees.  This  debt  was  paid  up  by  them  about  six 
or  eight  months  ago,  and  the  bill  was  endorsed  over  to  them.  The  re- 
venue of  this  road  was  never  sufficient  to  answer  the  outlay  on  repairs, 
and  pay  the  full  interest  of  the  debt  The  defidency  was  generalW  small, 
and  it  was  made  up  out  of  the  funds  of  the  Consolidated  "^ust.  I  do  not 
know  whether  we  shall  be  called  upon  to  pay  interest  in  future,  but  my 
impmsion  is  that  we  shall. 

The  revenue  has  suffered  considerably  from  the  railway,  and  my 
impression  is,  that  it  will  be  considerably  reduced. 

The  Ooneolidated  TumpUee  extend  to  about  52  miles,  with  11  toUs, 
which  were  let  up  to  Whitsunday  1858.  Some  of  these  bars  clear  one 
another.  I  am  not  aware  that  within  the  Trust  a  party  is  called  upon  to 
pay  two  tolls  within  a  distance  of  6  miles. 

The  revenue  in  1856-57  was  ...    L.2,182  14    9 

„  1857-58,  .        .         .        .        2,119  13    6 
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Qm^  The  expense  of  BudBtenence  and  menagemeiik 

^  Ib  185e-67, L.1,d35  10  10 


^^  n  18«-6a, 1,430  11     5 

^'  MD,^^  'V^  snrreyor  baa  U  Q0»  tlie  cletk  hM,  and  tbe  tieasimr  L.36. 

The  debt  at  present  amonnta  t&  L.l,300»  which  ia  secured  hj  hiU 
gnoied  bf  two  of  the  Tniatees,  under  the  authority  of  &  meeting  oc  the 
Trustees. 

The  <kbit  haa  been  Tery  much  redoeed  withm  the  last  two  or  three 
yeara.  Interost  is  paid  at  the  cwxent  mark«t  rate  for  persaaal  secnxities  ; 
aft  present  4^  per  cent. 

The  Dava  Turnpike  exteada  to  S  mileB»  with,  two  tolls»  whidi  are  let 

The  revenue  in  1856-57  was       ...        .    L.8&    0    0 
9  1857-58» 89    0    0 


The  eicpense  of  maintenance  and  maBagenient 

]Bi85e^7, L.n   1   1 

,,1857-58, 85    8    O 

The  treasurer  has  L.2,  2s. 

The  debt  consists  of  L.  1,100,  constituted  by  bills,  and  is  shared  by 
three  of  the  proprietors  in  the  neighbourhood, — Lord  Moray,  Lord  Sea- 
jEield,  and  Mr  Gumming  Bruce,  who  took  upon  themselves  the  burden  of 
the  debt.  Any  deficiencies  in  the  revenue  are  made  up  out  of  the  funds 
of  the  Ck>nso]idated  Trust. 

The  Bothes  Turnpike  extends  to  12  mile%  with  two  tdia,  which  are  let 

The  revenue  in  1856-57  was      ....    L.550    6    0 
„  1857-68,  .  661  14    O 

The  expense  of  maintenance  and  management  was— 

In  1856-57, 215    0    9 

„  1857-58, 282  18     9 

The  treasurer  haa  L.10. 

The  debt  ia  constituted  by  bill,  and  amoa&ts  to  L.2,750.  It  is  consli- 
tuted  in  the  same  way  as  the  debt  of  the  CSonsolidated  Trust.  The 
revenue  of  this  road  will  probably  suffer  very  considerably  from  the 
railways. 

Besides  thiis  debt,  we  have,  on  each  of  the  above  roads,  a  large  amount 
of  sidbscriptions^  bat  no^inrterest  has  been  paid  since  1835,  when  a  divi- 
dend of  5  per  cent  was  made  on  the  subscriptions  to  the  Consolidattd 
Trust.  The  subscriptions,  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  were  made  by  the 
pmpiietors  in  the  district,  aad  I  understand  they  did  so  with  the  view  of 
beneiting  their  estates ;  but  there  was  a  small  som  subscribed  by  paities, 
who  were  sot  landholders^  with  a  view  to  the  general  benefit  of  the 


There  is  no  sepstrate  Brufyg  Money  collected  in  the  county. 

There  ia  a  considerable  annual  assessment  in  the  county  for  the  £^j^ 
hmd  RiHUk  mud  BrOgmj  aoMranting  to  between  L.200  and  L.300.  Tma 
assessment  is  imposed  by  the  Commissioners  of  Supply  on  proprietaa 
01^,  accovdiag  to  the  valued  rent.  There  has  never  been  any  mevtnent 
to  have  it  levied  on  real  mt,  although  it  may  now  be  thus  levied. 

The  Spesf  BMge  wm  boilt  in  1833,  under  Aeto  passed  in  1830  and 
1832.  The  approaches  are  very  short,  abent  200  yards.  There  is  a 
pontage  both  on  caniages  stud  Isot-passengciB.  The  toUs  are  coBerttd 
by  the  Trustees. 

The  revcMe  in  1856-57  was      ....    L.719    8    6 
„  1857-58,  .        •        688  19    0 
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The  expense  of  maintenance  and  management  was-—  CmaJfy 

In  1866-57» L.689  13    6  «J 

But  of  ibis  tbe  greater  portion  consisted  of  sifpn. 
the  balance  of  a  debt  incurred  for  extr^-  p  j^^  Robert- 
ordinary  expenses,  b<ung  the  cost  of  sub-  aoo.  Esq. 
•tttating  an  iron  for  a  wooden  arch. 
.„  1857-68, 144  13     2 

But  of  this  also  a  considerable  portion  was  for  extraordinary  repairs.  I 
flhonld  say  that  about  L.30  was  the  ordinary  expense  of  repairs  and 
management. 

At  Whitsunday  1858,  there  was  due  to  His  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Richmond,  L.3,433  12    6 

But  the  Railway  Company  hare  paid  up  .         '  2,5(X)    0    0 

Which  reduces  the  debt  to        .       L.933  12    6 

And  by  this  time  it  must  be  still  farther  reduced.  The  money  was  paid 
by  the  railway  as  compensation. 

The  pontages  have  been  considerably  reduced ;  and  when  the  debt  is 
all  paid  off,  they  must  be  still  farther  reduced,  or  removed  altogether ; 
but  the  Trustees  may  accumulate  a  sum  of  L.5,000  towards  the  expense 
of  maintenance. 

I  see  no  objection  to  consolidating  all  the  Trusts  in  the  county  into 
one ;  there  would  not,  howeyer,  be  much  pecuniary  saving. 

Mr  Duff  is  also  general  clerk  to  the  Statute  Labour  Road  Trustees. 
Ko  questions  of  appeal  have  come  before  the  general  body  of  the  Trustees 
during  the  last  10  years.  The  accounts  of  some  of  the  districts  are  regu- 
larly kid  before  the  general  meeting,  but  the  practice  \a  not  genenuly 
observed. 

I  hand  in  detailed  statements  regarding  the  bridge,  prepared  by  Mr 
Marquisy  the  treasurer,  and  Mr  Balmer,  fietctor  for  the  Duke  of  Rich* 
mond. 


STATBiODrr  by  Mr  Marqnis,  Treasurer  to  the  Spey  Bridge  Trust. 

Bridge  of  Sp^  at  Fochdhen, 

A  stone  bridge  of  four  arches  was  built  at  Boat  of  Bog,  near  Fochabers, 
in  1805,  at  an  expense  of L.14,880    0    0 

The  funds  were  raised  as  follows  : 

Grant  of  public  money,         .        .        .     L.6,000    0    0 

Less  Kes  retained,  152    0    0 

L.5,848    0    0 

Subscriptions  collected  throughout  the 
country, 3,100    0    0 

Subscriptions  by  the  Duke  of  Gordon 
and  Marquis  of  Huntly,   .  1,105    0    0 

L.  10,058    0    0 
No  part  of  the  above  was  consti- 
tuted a  debt  on  the  bridge. 
But  the  Duke  of  Gordon  advanced,  on 
the  security  of  the  tolls,  a  sum  of  4,827    0    0 

'- L.14,880    0    0 
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-    County  Note.^Bj  the  building  of  the  bridge  the  Duke  lost  L.lOO  a  year,  being 

<*(  the  rent  which  he  drew  for  the  ferrj,  which  he  held  under  a  royal  grant. 

^'°'  Two  of  the  arches  of  the  bridge  were  thrown  down  by  the  great  flood  of 

F.  D.  Kobeit-  August  1829,  at  which  time  the  debt  of  L.4,827  had  been  extinguished, 
*  SOD,  Esq.      and  a  sinking  fund  to  a  small  amount  accumulated. 

After  much  discussion  and  correspondence  carried  on  for  Tears  betwixt 
the  Banfishire  Trustees,  who  had  the  management  of  the  bridge  under 
their  Act  of  1804,  cap.  81,  and  the  Trustees  imder  a  special  Act  got  for 
repairing  the  bridee  in  1832,  this  fund,  then  amounting  to  L.240, 2s.  7d., 
was  paid  over  to  the  Trustees  last  mentioned,  and  plaml  by  them  to  the 
credit  of  the  bridge  on  14th  July  1843. 

The  Trustees,  acting  under  the  settlements  of  the  late  Alexander  Duke 
of  Gordon,  having  agreed  to  lend  money  for  repidring  the  bridge,  got, 
fur  the  purpose,  the  special  Act  of  1832  before  referred  to,  and  a  timber 
arch  was  erected  in  place  of  the  two  fallen  arches,  at  an  expense  of 
L. 6,016, 5s.  lid.  This  arch  was  discovered  to  be  afifected  with  dry  rot  in 
1853 ;  and  the  Duke  of  Richmond  (vrho  had  come  in  place  of  the  trustees 
of  his  grandfather,  Alexander  Dulce  of  Gordon)  agreed  to  lend  to  the 
Bridge  Trustees  the  sum  necessary  to  remove  the  timber  arch,  and  to 
replace  it  by  an  iron  one,  on  the  security  of  the  tolls.  This  cost  L.3,669, 
3s.  lOj^^d.,  which  (deducting  surplus  revenue)  increased  the  debt  from 
L.915,  lis.  8d.,  at  which  it  stood  at  Whitsunday  1854,  to  L.3,970,  15s. 
at  Whitsunday  1855. 

At  Whitsunday  1856,  5  per  cent,  interest  on  the  debt  was  paid,  besides 
a  dividend  to  account  of  principal  of  L.325,  Is.  6^d. 

At  Whitsunday  1857,  owing  to  a  great  outlav  for  a  bulwark  to  pro- 
tect the  approach  to  the  bridge,  there  was  omy  a  small  payment  of 
L.41,  10s.  6d.  made  to  account  of  interest. 

At  Whitsunday  1858,  5  per  cent,  on  the  debt,  as  accumulated,  was 
paid,  and  L.352, 16s.  1-^.  to  account  of  principal,  leaving  the  debt  at 
Whitsunday  1858,  L.3,433,  12s.  6^d.  In  September  1858,  a  sum  of 
L.2,500  was  paid  by  the  Inverness  and  Aberdeen  Junction  Railway  Com- 
pany as  compensation  (for  loss  of  traffic),  and  the  debt  at  Whitsunday 
1859  had  been  reduced  to  L.723,  J  2s.  lO^d. 

An  abstract  is  herewith  sent,  showing  the  receipts  and  expenditure 
under  different  heads,  from  December  1832  to  26th  May  1859 ;  and  it  is 
believed  that  the  receipts  will  still  average  L.200  a  year,  after  deducting 
the  collector's  wages. 

Alex.  MAB<iUis,  Treaswrtr. 

Fochaben^  23d  July  1859. 


Memorandum  by  Mr  Balmer  as  to  Bridge  of  Spey  at  Fochabers. 

Two  arches  of  the  old  stone  bridge  were  carried  away  by  the  flood  of 
1829,  owing,  it  is  believed,  to  the  insufficiency  of  the  foundations  of  the 
piers ;  and  in  1832,  when  the  wooden  arch  was  erected  in  their  stead,  the 
pier  upon  which  it  and  one  of  the  remaining  stone  arches  rested  was 
underfaunded.  The  security  of  the  other  pier  l^tween  the  two  remaining 
itone  arches  was  considered  doubtful,  but  the  proposal  which  was  mooted, 
to  have  it  also  underfounded,  was  not  carried  into  effect ;  so  that,  although 
there  has  been  no  symptom  of  failure,  the  safety  of  this  pier,  and  therefore 
the  stability  of  the  bndge,  must  be  held  as  doubtful,  not  only  from  this 
cause,  but  also  from  the  rapidity  of  the  river  when  it  is  in  flood.  The 
wooden  roadway  is  also  known  to  be  in  a  decaying  state  in  some  plaees, 
although  it  is  and  may  remain  ^uite  safe  for  some  years ;  but  a  consider- 
able outlay  in  respect  of  this  pomt  is  to  be  anticipated  within  a  compara- 
tively short  time. 
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These  consideraiioDS  render  it  most  desirable  that  the  sum  of  L.6y000,       Comity 
authorized  by  pa^^  20th  of  the  Act  to  be  accumulated  as  a  fund  for  the       -.^f 
maintenance  and  support  of  the  bridge,  should  be  secured,  or  that  pro-        Ajgm. 
vision  should  be  made  for  repairing  or  rebuilding  it  out  of  any  funds  that  jp.  d.  Robert- 
may  be  raised  by  assessment.  *  son,  Esq. 

The  rirer  Spey  is  generally  the  boundary  between  the  counties  of 
Moray  and  Banff,  but  the  bridge  is  wholly  situated  in  Morajshire,  as  a 
small  portion  of  that  county  runs  up  from  a  plain  immediately  below  the 
bridge  to  within  two  or  three  miles  of  Keith. 

From  the  sum  stated  by  the  treasurer  as  the  probable  income,  there 
fidls  to  be  deducted,  besides  extraordinary  repairs,  the  expense  of  paint- 
ing occasionally,  and  the  keeping  up  of  the  metal  on  the  roadway  and 
approaches. 

Tho.  Balmer. 

Fochabers^  2(ith  Jufy  1859. 


No.  IX.  Peter  Brcwn^  Bsq.,  Linkwood,  Examined  : — 

I  am  iactor  for  Lord  Seafield,  and  act  as  a  Road  Trustee  in  the  county,  p.  Brown,  Esq. 

I  think  the  feeling  in  the  county  is  rather  favourable  to  the  abolition  of 
tolls ;  and  if  tolb  were  abolished,  I  think  an  assessment  would  require  to 
be  imposed  in  lieu  of  them.  Any  rate  on  horses  would  be  very  much  ob- 
jected to.  My  idea  is  that  an  assessment  on  land,  levied  much  in  the 
same  way  as  the  commutation  money,  would  be  the  best  mode.  I  would 
levy  it  in  the  first  instance  from  the  proprietors,  leaving  them  to  recover 
it  from  their  tenants. 

There  is  no  reason  why  the  county  coUector  should  not  collect  the 
whole  rate  along  with  the  other  county  rates. 

I  do  not  think  it  would  do  any  harm,  and  it  might  do  good,  if  the 
tenants  had  a  share  in  the  management  of  the  roads. 

If  tenants  were  to  attend  the  meetings,  and  see  the  necessity  of  raising 
the  rate  for  roads,  I  do  not  think  they  would  be  likely  to  complain. 

I  think  it  would  be  better  to  alter  the  mode  of  levying  the  assessment 
frt>m  the  valued  rent  to  the  real  rent. 

I  think  the  turnpike  and  statute  labour  roads  should  all  be  amalga- 
mated, and  one  assessment  levied  for  the  whole.  I  do  not  think  such  an 
amalgamation  could  well  be  carried  out  if  tolls  were  not  abolished. 

I  think  the  toll-bars  a  most  expensive  mode  of  collecting  revenue  for 
the  roads.  None  of  our  tolls  in  my  day  ever  reached  L.dOO,  and  many  of 
them  are  under  L.100 ;  and  a  man  cannot  live  at  one  of  these  and  keep 
his  lamily  under  L.40  to  L.45  per  annum.  I  know  some  people  wbo 
have  made  money  by  tolls,  though  I  could  not  call  it  a  fortune. 

In  regard  to  the  debt,  I  would  raise  an  assessment,  spread  over  a  scries 
of  years,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  it  off ;  and  I  would  be  inclined  to  lay 
it  entirely  on  the  proprietors,  in  consideration  that  the  roads  have  been  a 
greater  benefit  to  them  than  to  the  rest  of  the  community. 

At  present,  a  proprietor,  as  such,  neither  pays  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  turnpike  roads  nor  for  the  debt ;  but  under  a  new  system  it  would  be 
for  consideration,  in  what  proportion  the  assessment  should  be  divided 
between  landlord  and  tenant. 

At  first  sight,  one  might  suppose  that  the  parties  unng  the  roads  should 
pay  for  them ;  but  my  rule  would  be,  that  the  parties  benefited  by  the 
roads  should  pay  for  them,  whether  they  use  them  or  not. 

There  is  one  reason  for  the  abolition  of  tolls  in  this  county,  viz.,  that  it 
ia  an  open  country,  and  many  persons  are  able  to  evade  the  tolls.  This 
causes  the  burden  to  fiiU  more  heaviljr  on  those  who  pay  the  tolls. 
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<>i^«fy  I  would  bare  a  tmifiymi  assessment  over  the  whole  county;  hot  I 

m^        would  divide  the  oonntj  into  diatriets  for  the  onrpoae  of  naaageoienfty 
^^^       with  one  surreyor  for  the  whole  countj.    I  think  such  an  amDgemcnt 
P.  Bro«n»  bq.  would  tend  to  saving  and  simplicity. 

I  think  the  statute  labour  money  should  be  apj^ieable  to  all  the  roads, 
in  a  district,  and  not  restricted*  as  at  present,  to  the  parishes  where  it  is 
levied.  This  system  is  adopted  in  Ross-shire,  and  we  find  the  benefit 
of  it. 

I  am  quite  of  opinion  that  the  Turnpike  Trusts  should  all  be  oon* 
solidated. 


Copt  Letteb  from  Mr  Brown  to  the  Commissioners. 

Linkwood,  Elgin,  4th  July  1859. 
Sirs, — Since  1  had  the  honour  of  appearing  before  you  this  afternoon, 
and  giving  you  my  humble  opinion  regarding  an  alteration  in  the  system 
of  managing  the  public  roads  in  this  county,  both  turnpike  and  commu> 
tation,  I  have  made  a  calculation  of  the  amount  of  funds  which  would  be 
required  to  carry  out  the  system  that  I  venture  to  bring  under  your 
notice, — the  result  of  which  I  now  take  the  liberty  of  Bttbautting  to 
you: — 

1  find  that  the  arerage  expense  of  management  and  repair  of  the  com- 
mutation roads,  for  a  considerable  number  of  years   past,  has  been 

about L.1,900    O    0 

And  that  the  average  sum  which  has  been  expended 
on  the  repair  of  the  turnpike  roads,  amounts  to 
about 2,300    0    0 


Making  together,    .  L.4»20O    0    0 

Being  an  annual  expenditure  of  that  sum  (4,200) 
on  both  turnpike  and  commutation  roads.  But 
seeing  that  the  railways  are  taking  the  place  of 
several  of  the  leading  turnpike  roads,  and  that 
the  traffic  on  them  will  thereby  be  materially 
decreased,  I  calculate  that  one-t£ard  of  the  sum 
hitherto  expended  on  the  repair  of  the  tum^Mke 
roads,  may  be  safely  deducted  from  the  above,^ — 
hence  deduct 766    0    0 


Leaving  the  sum  of    .  L.3,434    0    0 

which  should  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  annual  expenditure  that  will  in 
future  require  to  be  made  for  upholding  both  classes  of  roads,  and  which 
-would  be  more  than  met  by  an  assessment  upon  the  YaluaUoQ  BoU  of 
the  county  at  the  rate  of  5d.  per  £  sterling ;  wniie  it  would  little,  if  any, 
exceed  the  assessment  at  present  home  by  the  owners  and  occupiers  of 
lands  and  heritages  under  the  ^  Commutation  of  Statute  L*bour  Act," 
to  say  nothing  of  what  all  classes  would  save  by  the  abolition  of  toUs. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sirs,  your  most  obedient  servaat, 

PXTBE  BkH>WH. 


No.  X.  PolKdbiZeoeA,  Esq.,  Ftovott  of  Forres,  Examined  .N-- 

P.  Reoch,  Esq.     The  central  portion  of  the  principal  street  in  the  bingh  ia  mMntaiaed 
wholly  by  the  burgh,  with  the  exception  oi  I*.5  per  flUMun  eoataibatad  hf 
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the  Turnpike  Road  Trustees.    There  is  one  toll  within  the  parliamentary      County  ! 
boundary.    Two  of  the  other  streets  (or  rather  portions  of  them)  are  ^f 

maintained  out  of  the  statute  labour  .funds.     The  rest  are  maintained  out        ^'^"^ 
of  the  common  good  of  the  town.     We  are  under  the  General  Police  Act.  p  Reoch  Esq 

The  feeling  in  Forres  is  opposed  to  the  abolition  of  tolls.    The  inha^    '  ' 

bitants  have  a  general  feeling  against  an^  assessment  or  additional  tax- 
ation that  might  be  imposed  on  the  town  if  tolls  were  abolished. 

The  town  of  Forres  subscribed  L.500  towards  the  making  of  the  roads, 
but  we  never  got  any  return  for  it. 

If  any  change  were  to  be  made,  and  we  were  included  with  the  county, 
this  might  be  objected  to ;  but  if  we  were  only  asked  to  maintain  the 
roads  within  our  own  parliamentary  boundary^  and  the  tolls  abolished,  I 
would  consider  this  beneficial  to  the  inhabitants  of  Forres. 

I  have  no  particular  views  on  the  subject ;  but  I  think  it  would  be  very 
hard  for  towns  to  be  assessed  for  roads  which  they  never  use.  Our  funds 
arise  chiefly  from  land,  and  we  have  no  through  customs. 


No.  XI.  James  Oeddee,  Esq.,  Orbliston,  Examined :~ 

I  am  a  Road  Trustee  in  the  county,  and  Secretary  to  the  Morayshire  j.  Geddes,  Esq. 
Farmers  Club. 

There  were  resolutions  passed  bv  the  dub  in  connection  with  Lord 
Elcho^s  BiU,  with  the  view  of  watchmg  its  progress  through  Parliament. 
A  very  strong^  opbion  was  expressed  against  the  tenantry  beinf^  sub- 
jected to  any  assessment  for  payment  of  road  debts  of  any  descnption, 
whether  boiTowed  money  or  subscriptions.  I  may  mention  also,  that 
until  the  introduction  of  Lord  Elcho's  Bill,  the  tenantry  generally  in  this 
county  were  not  dissatisfied  with  the  existing  state  of  thinss.  But  since 
then,  I  think  the  feeling  has  rather  been  in  &¥Our  of  the  abolition  of 
toU%—- pBorided  any  assessment  on  tenants  should  be  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  roads  and  not  for  debt.  There  is  also  a  strong  feeling  against 
aa  aasessnent  on  horses;  and  I  would  be  in  favour  of  an  assessment  on 
the  real  rent  of  {nroperty,  equally  divided  between  landlord  and  tenant. 

Having  heard  the  exanunation  of  Mr  Brown,  I  concur  generally  with 
him  in  the  views  he  has  expressed. 

I  should  say  that  some  tenants  are  at  present  assessed  very  heavily,  to 
the  extent  of  6d.  per  £  for  toll-bars  alone.  Some  escape  the  tolls  alto- 
gether, from  using  the  commutation  roads.  These  latter  roads  are  kept 
in  such  good  repair  in  this  oonnty,  that  a  farmer  can  take  as  good  a  load 
on  them  as  on  a  turnpike. 

I  ouite  agree  with  what  Mr  Brown  said  as  to  the  expediency  of  allow- 
ing the  statute  labour  funds  to  be  expended  in  districts;  and  I  would 
further  state  in  connection  with  this,  that  I  think  the  tenantry  should  be 
admitted  to  a  share  of  the  management  of  the  roads. 

I  think  a  proportion  of  the  tenantry  should  be  elected  as  Trustees,  but 
I  would  require  a  qualification,  such  as  payment  of  L.200  of  rent. 

My  own  opinion  is,  that  it  would  simplify  matters  very  much,  if  the 
whole  assessment  were  collected  in  the  first  place  from  the  proprietor, 
and  afterwards  recovered  from  the  tenants. 

I  may  add,  that  I  know  it  is  the  feeling  among  many  country  gentle- 
men and  others,  that  any  bill  to  be  introduced,  sm>uld,  to  a  considerable 
extent,  be  of  a  permissive  nature  ;  and  I  think  that  a  consolidation  of  the 
^Sffeieut  Trusts  would  simpEfy  matters  and  tend  to  eeonomy. 
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XXV.  COUNTY  OF  NAIRN. 


Inverness,  Wednesday,  Qth  Jv^  1869. 

If  EMBERS  FJHESENT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.  |  Sir  Andrew  Orr. 

C^^^^y  MR  SMYTHB  IN  THE  CHAIR. 

Nairn.  No.  I.  Adam  Davidson,  Esq.,  Nairo^  Examined: — 

Adam  I  am  clerk  to  the  Nairnshire  Turnpike,  and  to  the  General  Road 

Davidson,  Esq.  Trustees  of  the  County, 

The  onginal  Act  for  the  county  of  Nairn  is  the  1  Geo.  lY.,  cap.  85, 
mider  which  the  statute  labour  roads  are  at  present  regulated.  The 
existing  Turnpike  Road  Act  is  3  Yict.,  cap.  82.  The  Trustees  are  all  pro. 
prietors  of  lands  of  L.lOO  sterling  value,  or  valued  in  the  cess-books  at 
L.lOO  Scots — with  certain  ex  officio  Trustees.  The  qualification  is  almost 
the  same  for  the  Statute  Labour  Trustees. 

There  is  only  one  Tmmpike  Trust  for  the  whole  county.  The  roads 
extend  to  19^  miles,  with  four  tolls ;  but  a  person  travelling  along  the  road 
in  any  one  direction  would  only  pay  two  tolls,  as  some  of  the  bars  check 
the  others. 

The  revenue  for  1856-57  was     ....    L.654    8    0 
„  1857-58,  .         .         .         .         667     0     0 

The  expense  of  maintenance  and  management 

in  1856-67, L.204  14     3 

1857-68, 192  15     0 

The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.22,  10s ;  the  clerk's  L.209  &nd  the  treasurer's 
L.13. 

The  debt,  at  Martinmas  1858^  amounted  to  L.536,  which  is  all  on  the 
security  of  the  tolls  only. 

Our  funds  have  fallen  off  very  much  since  the  opening  of  the  railway. 
The  effect  has  been  to  reduce  our  revenue  about  three-fourths.  Our  onS- 
nary  revenue  formerly  was  about  L.622,  and  it  has  now  been  reduced  to 
L.167. 

The  expense  of  maintenance  will  not  be  reduced  in  a  coireaponding 
proportion. 

At  present  we  have  reason  to  apprehend  that  we  shall  not  be  able  to 
pay  the  interest  of  the  debt,  although  we  have  always  paid  it  hitherto. 

Since  1820  we  have  borrowed  L.4,470,  the  whole  of  which  has  been  paid 
off,  with  the  exception  of  the  present  balance,  due  as  above  stated. 


I 
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We  got  from  the  Inverness  and  Nurn  Railway,  a  few  years  ago,  a  small       County 
flum  as  compensation,  but  we  got  nothing  from  the  Inverness  and  Aberdeen        „  ^f 
Railway  Company.  ^!^'"'' 

The  BtatiOe  lawmr  roads  are  divided  into  two  districts  nnder  the  Act.        Adam 
They  are  both  under  the  same  surveyor  as  the  turnpike  road.  Davidson,  Esq. 

The  assessment  is  levied  in  the  country  districts  altogether  from  pro- 
prietors, with  a  right  of  relief  from  tenants  to  the  extent  of  three-fourths. 
we  have  also  a  rate  upon  householders,  which  amounts  to  about  5d.  or  6d. 
per  £  on  the  real  rent.  The  assessment  on  lands  is  now  levied  upon  the 
real  rent,  according  to  the  new  Valuation  Roll. 

My  own  opinion  is,  that  all  property  should  be  rated  according  to  the 
Valuation  Roll,  and  I  would  admit  no  exemptions. 

The  principal  statute  labour  roads  are  in  pretty  good  order.  The  pre- 
sent rate  is  L.l,  ds.  4d.  per  cent.,  which  is  the  maximum. 

In  the  burgh  of  Nairn,  the  assessment  is  levied  oii  the  occupants.  The 
burgh  rood  lands  are  assessed  at  6d.  per  £  on  the  real  rent  on  proprietors, 
with  relief  of  three-fourths  against  tenants. 

The  roads  maintained  by  the  Parliamentary  Commissioners  in  the 
county  of  Nairn,  are  in  the  Highland  parts  of  the  county.  The 
assessment  for  these  roads  is  now  imposed  according  to  the  Valua- 
tion Roll. 

There  has  been  some  discussion  in  the  county  with  respect  to  the  aboli- 
tion of  tolls.  I  hand  in  a  copy  of  resolutions  passed  by  the  county  in  1848, 
and  again  in  1857  and  1858.  The  feeling  m  the  county  generally  is  in 
favour  of  the  abolition  of  tolls,  and  of  an  assessment  to  be  imposed  as  a  fixed 
small  rate  on  horses  not  used  exclusively  in  agriculture,  and  the  balance 
raised  by  an  assessment  on  lands  and  heritages.  It  is  proposed  that  the 
assessment  in  the  county  district  should  be  borne  equally  by  owners 
and  occupiers,  but  in  the  town  district  it  should  be  borne  by  the 
occupiers. 

I  consider  the  abolition  of  tolls  absolutely  necessary  now,  where  railway 
communication  has  been  extended.  Through  traffic  has  now  been  done 
away  with,  and  the  burden  of  an  assessment  would  very  nearly  &11  on  the 
same  shoulders  as  the  payment  of  tolls. 

I  think  the  whole  roads  of  the  countv  should  be  under  one  general 
management.  I  would  keep  the  burgh  of  Nairn  distinct,  and  make  them 
keep  up  aU  the  roads  within  their  parliamentary  boundaries. 

I  think  the  parliamentary  road  should  also  be  included  with  the  other 
roads  under  the  management  of  the  county,  we  getting  our  proportion  of 
the  grant. 

At  present  the  funds  raised  in  each  parish  have  to  be  expended  within 
that  parish.  I  think  this  is  objectionable  and  most  mischievous,  and  ought 
to  be  altered. 

I  woidd  still,  however,  leave  the  superintendence  in  counties  to  District 
Trustees,  but  I  would  not  make  the  districts  parochial. 

I  would  value  the  existing  debts,  and  impose  an  assessment  on  the  land 
and  on  the  burghs  in  equitable  proportions,  to  pay  them  off. 

All  assessments  shoidd  be  paid  to  the  treasurer,  and  expended  only  by 
order  of  the  Trustees,  at  the  sight  of  a  surveyor. 

Tenants  paying  L.100  rent,  or  upwards,  should  be  allowed  to  elect  from 
their  own  body  a  certain  number  of  Trustees. 

Any  assessment  that  the  Legislature  should  determine  upon,  should,  as 
to  its  mode,  be  made  imperative,  and  not  permissive.  I  thmk  the  Act 
should  be  general  and  imperative. 

I  thii^  the  tax  should  be  on  the  gross  rent,  without  deduction,  as 
allowed  by  the  Poor  Law. 

I  am  strongly  of  opinion  that  there  should  be  no  classification  of  lands 
and  heritages.  * 
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County  BBSOLunoirs  bj  the  Ckmnty  of  Nairn. 

IJairn.  {Handed  in  by  Mr  Davidson. ) 

^^^  At  Naim,  on  Monday,  the  Ist  ilay  of  May  1848,   the  Amnal 

Davidson,  Esq.  General  Meeting  of  the  Commiasionen  of  Supply  of  Nairnahire, 

having  considered  the  scheme  of  Road  Reform  proposed  by 
Mr  Pagan  of  Cupar-Fife,  aeoording  to  wludi,  if  adopted,  the 
present  Turnpike  and  Commutation  systems  would  be  whoUr 
abolished,  and  the  funds  necessary  for  making  and  maintaiiaqg 
all  roads  and  bridges  would  be  levied  by  an  asseasment  of  about 
L.l,  78.  6d.  per  horse,  on  the  owners  of  aU  horses  within  eadi 
county  or  district,  and  otx  no  other  persons  or  property,  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  were  unanimously  passed,  viz  :— 

I.  Assuming  that  there  is  cause  for  the  abolition  or  modificatioii  of  the 
existing  systems,  still  the  scheme  proposed  as  a  substitute  is  manifeatlj 
unjust,  in  so  far  as  it  throws  the  burden  of  the  roads  almost  exciusivelj  on 
one  class — the  fi^mers — notwithstanding  every  class  of  the  eommunitj  is 
interested  in  these  important  works. 

U.  Viewed  as  eith^  a  direct  tax  upon  those  only  toAo  tiM  ihg  road^  or 
as  an  indirect  mode  of  reaching  all  persons  interested  in  them,  it  is,  if  less 
complex,  not  nearly  so  complete  or  equitable  as  either  the  turnpike  or 
the  commutation  system  now  in  force. 

in.  According  to  the  turnpike  system,  ordinarily  used  for  the  main  or 
arterial  Unes  of  a  district,  the  funds  necessary  for  making,  maint«uiii& 
jmd  managing  the  roads  are  levied  hj  means  of  toUa  on  all  animals  and 
vehicles  actiudly  passing,  in  proportion,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  to  their 
value  or  importance,  or  to  their  weight,  or  the  probable  damage  they  may 
do  to  the  r<Mid  ;  horses  pay  more  than  black  cattle,  carriages  more  than 
carts,  stage  coaches  (which  carry  great  numbers  at  once,  and  to  a  great 
extent  supersede  ordinary  conveyances)  more  than  gentlemen's  carnages, 
very  heavy  waggons  or  caravans  more  than  oonunon  carts,  and  so  forth. 
This,  considered  as  a  direct  tax,  imposed  with  a  view  to  malong  those  only 
pay  who  use  the  road,  is  unquestionably  better  than  Mr  Pagan's  pkuk  of  as- 
sessing every  horse  alike,  whether  using  it  much  or  little.  That  it  is  at- 
tended with  drawbacks  is  undoubted.  The  expense  ci  making  and  main- 
taining toll-houses  and  bars,  of  toll-keepers'  salaries  and  profits*  of 
prosecutions  for  penalties,  and  the  inconvenience  and  annoyance  involved 
m  toil-bar  stops,  particularly  in  the  close  vicinity  of  towns,  in  bad  weather, 
and  during  night  travelling,  are  all  proo&.  But  even  greater  tmperfee- 
tions  than  these  might  be  remedied  in  a  manner  more  consistent  with 
justice  than  by  throwing  the  whole  burden  on  a  single  dass. 

lY .  According  to  the  commutation  or  statute  labour  system  in  fotee  here 
^and  -in  manv  other  counties  it  is  substantially  the  same)»  the  minor  or  less 
important,  although  still  necessary,  roads  are  made  and  maintained  by  as^ 
sessment  as  follows,  viz. — (1),  On  the  otaners  and  occupiers  of  what  may  be 
called  cottfi^fy  lands,  at  the  rate  of  about  l^d.  per  £  rent  foor  the  foraaet^  and 
4^d.  per  £  for  the  latter ;  (2),  on  the  occupiers  only  of  hoasee,  Aape,  and 
gardens  (generally  spealung,  town  premises),  at  about  6d.  per  £  of  their 
rents ;  and  (S),  on  innkeepers  and  others  keeping  horsea  for  ridini^  plea- 
sure, hire,  or  trade  (if  not  assessed  more  than  aOs.  for  lands  or  hoMsX 
at  2s.  for  each  such  horse.  This  is,  inprinciplSf  a  foir  mode  of  support- 
ing roads — the  intention  being  to  throw  the  burden,  in  eqvitalrie  propor- 
tions, on  all  property,  real  and  personal,  and  on  all  classes^  whediar  In 
town  or  country — all,  not  even  excepting  foot-passengers,  or  pefBons  who 
never  move  from  home,  being  interested  in  good  roadsy  althswtgh  Mr 
Pagan,  by  nroposiiig  to  nmcn  only  those  «uAo  ksme  korwes^  wnnld  enempt 
all,  in  botn  town  and  country,  however  wealthy,  who  do  not 
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to  keep  Biieh  apimah.  This  eomimuUUion  system,  it  is  obTious,  is  capable  Coonty 
cf  being  bo  modified  as  to  render  the  tax  substantially,  although  in-  ^/ 
direetfyy  one  on  all  dassea,  according  to  interest  and  ability  to  pay.  The  ^^urn. 
eqiiita][>le  adjustment  of  the  reUea  is  a  matter  of  detail  for  a  new  general  Adam 
Ajst ;  and  tlw  other  imperfections  of  the  system  as  now  existmg — such  as  DavidsoD,  Esq. 
anessing  on  valued  instead  of  real  rent,  the  clause  ordering  the  [assess- 
ments of  each  parish  to  be  laid  out  within  its  own  limits,  the  mal-arrange- 
ment  of  districts,  and  the  defective  mode  of  allocating  the  funds,  are  all 
easily  gosceptible  of  amendment  Indeed,  if,  in  addition  to  these  altera- 
tions, the  assessments  were  to  be  increased,  and  proper  means  were  de- 
vised for  deciding  on  the  roads  which  should  be  kept  in  the  superior  state 
of  repair  necessary  for  main  or  arterial,  as  contradistinguished  from  minor 
Hnes,  and  for  adjusting  the  existing  debts,  the  commutation  scheme  might 
be  extended  to  all  roads^  to  the  entire  extinction  of  tolls  and  toll-bars,  as 
assoming  that  the  main  through  lines  ehoutd^  to  some  considerable  extent, 
be  supported  in  time  coming,  as  in  time  past,  by  the  through  traffic  (as 
unquestionably  they  should)  that  could  be  accomplished  without  toll-bars^ 
by  a  local  license  duty  to  be  imposed  on  all  stage-coach  proprietors  and 
atiated  carriers  from  town  to  town,  with  perhaps  an  assessment  (in  addi- 
tion to  the  one  according  to  rent)  up<»i  persons  running  carriages  and 
gigs,  private  or  for  hire— all  to  be  appHed  exclusi?ely  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  main  lines,  or  (which  appears  better)  to  be  tmnown  into  the  general 
fund  of  each  distiict,  on  the  condition  that  the  Trustees  should  be  bound, 
at  all  times,  to  keep  the  main  lines  in  such  a  state  of  repair  as  would 
prove  satisfactory  to  a  general  or  Government  surveyor,  who  would  have 
the  inspection  of  a  considerable  district.  All  this  could  be  accomplished 
in  an  equitable  manner  by  a  comparatively  moderate  change  of  an  exist- 
ing system. 

y.  According  to  the  dasaified  lists  which  have  been  taken  up  in  this 
county,  it  appears  that  the  horaea  used  for  agricultural  purposes  alone, 
txeeed  by  more  than  ten  to  one  all  the  other  horses  put  together,  including 
those  used  for  riding,  stage  coaches,  private  carriages,  post  chaises,  gigs, 
and  caniers'  carts ;  so  that  the  farmers  alone,  were  Mr  Pagan's  system 
adopted  here,  would  be  assessed  more  than  L.10  for  every  L.l  which 
woidd  faU  tm  all  the  other  claseee  of  the  community.  The  assessment 
vmdd  also  press  hearily  on  the  smaller  i^ricuHurists,  one-third  of  the 
whole  horses  used  for  agricultural  purposes  being  held  by  tenants  paying 
rents  not  exceeding  L.25  each.  The  assessment  on  stage  coach  horses 
would  yield  only  an  ekwenth  pari  of  what  is  now  drawn  as  stage  coach 
toUs ;  so  that  that  most  legitimate  source  of  revenue,  amounting  to  more 
than  one-halfofaU  that  i$  at  pretent  drawn  for  our  turnpike  road^  would 
be  almost  entirely  lost.  And,  notwithstanding  the  gloomy  view  which  Mr 
Pagan  takes  of  turnpike  ai&irs  in  Fiferiure,  it  appears  that,  in  the  Tum- 
jnke  Trust  of  thu  county,  there  is  not  only  no  arrear  of  interest  or  bor- 
rowed money,  but  a  fifth  part  of  the  whole  original  subscriptions  has  been 
paid  off;  the  expense  of  management  (clerk,  treasurer,  and  surveyors 
salaries)  amounts  to  only  8  per  cent,  of  the  gross  revenue,  although  the 
line  is  a  very  short  one ;  and  the  toll-bars,  instead  of  ibrming  town  gatee^ 
are  so  placed,  that,  with  the  exception  of  one  small  crofter,  no  man  has 
to  pay  except  when  going  omt  of  the  county.  It  is  thus  erident  that,  what- 
ever may  be  the  case  elsewhere,  the  imposition  of  Mr  Pagan's  system  here 
would  be  both  inexpedient  and  unjust.  ^ 

YI.  Mr  Pagan,  apparentljr  witn  a  view  to  obviating  objections  on  the 
part  of  tenants,  says : — *^  This  is  not  a  farmer^  but  a  landlord's  ijuestion, 
as  upon  Mm  ultimately  most  fall  the  road  money  payable  for  his  lands, 
aeo<»ding  to  the  number  of  horses  necessanr  finr  thehr  cultivatioo."  But 
this  is  not  a  correct  state  of  the  case*  While  all  admit  that  landlords 
should  bear  tiieir  just  proportion  of  the  road  tax,  lev  go  the  length  of 
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County       holding  that  it  should  fall  on  them  exdnsiTelj ;  indeed,  it  would  be  as 
/*/  nnjust  to  throw  it  exclusively  on  them,  or  on  any  other  single  class,  as  on 

.^irn.  ^j^g  farmers ;  and,  if  it  was  Mr  Pagan's  wish  to  do  so,  or  his  expectation 
Adam  ^^^^  ^uch  would  be  the  ultimate  result,  he  should  have  at  once  proposed 
Oavidsou,  Esq.  a  tax  on  proprietors  exclusively,  according  to  their  rents,  insteaid  of  at- 
tacking them  as  certainly,  as  he  holds,  although  more  circuitouslj,  through 
the  medium  of  their  tenants'  horses.  There  is  undoubtedly  a  tendency 
to  view  assessments  levied  from  tenants  according  to  rent  as  falling  ultU 
matelv  on  their  landlords — the  tenants,  although  they  must  bear  such  bur- 
dens during  existing  tacks,  havuig  it  in  their  power  to  *^  correct  that,"  as 
Mr  Pagan  says,  in  taking  renewals,  "  by  giving  so  much  less  for  their 
farms.'*  It  is  also  obvious  that  those  who  reason  in  this  way,  would  be 
apt,  although  not  so  apt,  to  take  the  same  view  of  an  assessment  on  ten- 
ants according  to  the  number  of  their  horses.  But,  in  either  event,  the 
position  is  erroneous.  The  intention  in  all  such  cases,  whether  as  regards 
poor,  prison,  or  road  rates,  is,  and  should  be,  that  the  tenant,  being  an 
interested  party,  should  be  assessed  personally,  according  to  bis  interest 
or  ability  to  pay,  as  well  as  the  landlord ;  and,  although  rent  is  usnaUy 
adopted  aa  the  roost  convenient  metuure  of  interest  or  ability,  that  (wbid^ 
is  an  accidental  circumstance,  not  in  any  way  affecting  the  principle  or 
personal  nature  of  the  tax)  affords  no  more  ground  for  deducting  the  ten- 
ant's part  of  the  assessment  from  the  rent  which  he  may,  on  other  grounds, 
consioer  the  farm  worth,  than  it  would  be  for  deducting  a  poll-tax,  an 
income-tax,  or  an  assessment  imposed  according  to  *'  means  and  substanoe." 


At  Nairn,  the  30th  day  of  April  1857,  the^  Annual  Genial  Meeting 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Supply  of  Nairnshire,  having  considered 
the  subject  of  Road  Reform,  the  meeting  resolve  as  foUows,  viz : — 

I.  Owing  to  the  extension  of  railway  communication,  and  other  causes, 
it  is  desirable  that  a  general  Act  be  passed,  enabling  counties  and  buighs 
to  maintain  all  roads,  both  turnpike  and  commutation,  by  an  assessment 
on  the  yearly  rent  or  value  of  all  heritages,  without  ckissiAocUion,  supple- 
mented by  a  fixed  rate  on  all  horses,  except  those  used  exdusively  for 
agricultural  purposes — the  assessment  on  rental  to  be  imposed,  one-half 
on  owners,  and  the  other  on  occupiers  in  counties,  but  to  be  levied  wholly 
from  the  occupiers  in  burghs. 

II.  Each  county  and  burgh  should  have  the  management  of  its  own 
roads  unfettered  by  anv  Central  or  General  Board. 

III.  The  debts  of  the  present  Road  Trusts,  both  turnpike  and  com- 
mutation, should  he  valued  at  their  marketable  or  productive  worth,  as  at 
the  date  of  the  adoption  of  the  new  Act,  in  each  county,  and  should  be  then 
apportioned  accordingly  on  the  counties  and  burghs  in  equitable  pro- 
portions— ^the  annual  interest  of  the  debts  so  apportioned,  at  a  moderate 
fixed  rate,  forming  thereafter  a  burden  on  the  revenues  of  the  respective 
districts  imder  the  new  general  Act ;  but  with  power  to  each  district  to 
pay  off  its  proportion  of  valued  debt,  in  whole  or  by  instalments,  as  may 
be  found  expedient. 

IV.  That  copies  of  these  resolutions  be  transmitted  to  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate, Lord  Elcho,  and  Mr  Gumming  Bruce,  the  member  for  the  county. 


At  Nairn,  the  30th  day  of  April  1858,  in  the  Annual  General 
Meeting  of  the  Commissioners  of  Supply  of  Nairnshire,  the 
meeting  having  considered  Lord  Elcho's  Bill,  for  enabling  counties 
to  abolish  tolls  and  maintain  roads  and  bridges  by  assessment,  re- 
solve as  follows,  viz. : — 
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I.  That  the  meeting  approve  geneimlly  of  its  ohject  and  provinons,  but      Comity 
doobt  hoir  far  it  may  be  found  advisable  to  leave  the  mode  or  basis  of  as-       YimLn 
sessment  discretionary  or  subject  to  classification.  namu 

II.  That  copies  of  this  resolution  be  transmitted  to  Lord  Elcho,  the       Adam 
Lord  Advocate,  and  Mr  Gumming  Bruce,  member  for  the  county.  Davidson,  Esq^ 


Resolutions  of  the  Town  Council  of  Nairn. 

At  Nairn,  the  9th  day  of  February  1858,  in  a  meeting  of  the  Provost, 
Magistrates,  and  Town  Council  of  the  roval  buigh  of  Nairn,  having 
considered  a  communication  finom  the  derk  to  the  Convention  of 
Royal  Burghs,  the  meeting  resolved  as  follows  : — 

L  That  the  system  of  maintaining  roads  bv  means  of  tolls,  should  now 
be  abolished,  and  in  Ueu  thereof,  that  all  roads  should  in  future  be  main- 
tained bv  an  assessment  on  real  rent,  supplemented  by  a  rate  on  horses. 

11.  That  all  the  roads  vfithin  ike  parUametUary  h<nmdarie$  of  the  respee- 
Uve  burghs  should  be  placed  under  the  management  of  their  police  boards 
or  town  councils,  the  rent  assessments,  so  far  as  they  are  eoneemedf  to  be 
assessed  on  oecupierst  and  levied  with  the  police  rates. 

nL  That  the  debts  now  affecting  the  roads  should  be  apportioned  be- 
tween the  counties  and  burf^hs  at  their  market  values,  in  proportion  to 
the  mileage  of  their  respective  roads. 

rv.  Tliat  copies  of  these  resolutions  be  transmitted  to  Lord  Elcho,  the 
Lord  Advocate,  the  member  for  the  burghs,  and  the  clerk  of  Convention. 


No.  IJ.  WiUiam  Alexander  tables,  Esq.,  Examined  ^— 

I  am  factor  for  the  Earl  of  Cawdor,  and  have  heard  the  evidence  of  Mr  J^IJj^^'J^' 
Davidson,  the  preceding  witness.    I  concur  in  the  views  he  has  expressed,  ^^d'^*  ^9^ 
The  only  thing  I  would  wish  to  state  is,  that  I  would  have  the  assessment 
on  lands  and  heritages  alone,  without  any  part  of  the  assessment  being 
levied  on  horses. 

Lord  Cawdor  has  himself  been  at  considerable  expense  on  the  roads,  be- 
yond his  legal  liabilities,  and  contributes,  through  hmiself  and  his  tenants, 
a  considerable  sum  more  than  they  are  legally  bound  to  pay.  The  tenants 
pay  cheerfully  6d.  per  £,  and  he  pays  3d.  besides.  We,  nowever,  stipulate 
lor  the  power  to  lay  out  the  surplus  beyond  what  we  are  legally  bound  for, 
on  such  statute  lalJoar  roads  as  we  think  best. 
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XXVI-  COUNTY  OF  INVERNESS. 


InmnmM,,  Tunda^f^  &th  July  1859. 


County 

of 

Inverness. 

Mp  AVilPam 
Paterson, 


MXICBBBS  PRBSBICT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.         |  Sir  Andrew  Oir. 

MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  I.  Mr  WiUiam  Patersony  Examined  : — 

I  reside  iii  Inyemess,  and  keep  the  books  and  aeeounts  eoanecied  witii 
the  Highland  Boads  and  Bridges  Commistion,  and  I  am  also  superintend- 
ent of  the  Beauly  and  Strath^lass  Roads.  I  likewise  collect  the  tolls ; 
that  is  to  saj,  the  rents  are  paid  to  me  monthly ;  and  I  simerintend  the 
iOtting  of  the  tolls.  For  this  work  I  receiTe  a  commission  of  S|  per  cent. 
When  I  receive  the  tolls  I  pay  them  into  the  Bank  of  Scotland  m  mj  own 
name.  Security  fbr  thib  was  demanded  not  direcClj  from  me,  but  from 
Mr  MitcheH,  ike  engineer.  Every  month  I  remit  the  amount  in  Bmk  to 
the  cashier  in  Edinbuzgh,  Mr  Archibald  MfNeiU.  The  tadcsBien  are 
obliged  to  pay  the  rents  to  me  at  my  office  in  Inrerness.  AH  the  taiOs 
are  let,  with  the  exception  of  one  small  toll  at  Glenurqnhart,  on  the 
Invermorriston  road,  and  a  check-bar  to  it  at  Fort- Augustas.  We  ptit  in 
coUeclors  at  these  places,  one  of  whom  receives  lOs.  M.  per  wedk^  and 
the  other  7s.  The  proceeds  of  these  two  bars  ni  18S8  taammted  to  Ij.M, 
18a.  6d.,  dfter  paying  the  coUectors'  wages.  In  1857  they  amomted  to 
Jj.84,  and  in  1856  to  L.7((. 

The  extent  of  mileage  in  the  Beaufy  and  StrathglMff  IKsiviei,  of  wttdi 
I  have  the  superintendence,  is  38  miles. 

The  Military  Roads  were  old  roads  which  were  in  existence  before  the 
commencement  of  the  present  century,  many  of  which  are  now  maintained 
by  the  Commissioners.  The  Parliamentary  Roads  have  all  been  made 
under  the  Commissioners  since  1803. 

The  sums  which  are  to  be  allocated  to  the  four  counties  of  Inverness, 
Uoss,  Sutherland,  and  Caithness,  out  of  the  parliamentary  grant  of  L.5000, 
arc  fixed  by  the  Act  5  Geo.  IV.,  cap.  38,  sec.  5. 

The  Act  4  Geo.  IV.,  cap.  56,  sec.  14,  requires  that  the  proceeds  of 
tolls  shall  be  applied  to  the  roads  on  whidi  they  are  respectively  collected. 
This  rule  is  strictly  observed,  except  in  one  case  in  Roes-shire,  where 
three  roads  have  been  consolidated  into  one. 

There  are  many  roads  in  Inverness-shire  upon  which  there  are  no  tolls. 
These  roads  are  supported  entirely  by  the  parliamentary  grant,  and  by 
the  assessment. 

The  tolls  are  only  upon  the  leading  lines  of  road. 


KaUt  vfEnimee. 
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the  road ;  but  this  does  not  include  the  expense  of  surreying  and  manaff&> 
unit.  But  upon  others  of  the  roads  tbe  revenue  falls  sliovC  \m  a  cxmsiaas 
Able  extent  For  instance,  in  Caithness,  on  the  Dunbeadi  Road,  38  mieff 
long,  tliere  is  hut  one  toll,  the  rent  of  which  pays  only  abovt  one-third  of 
the  expense  of  the  repairs. 
I  hand  in  statements,  showing,  Ist,  The  roads  a^<ln  which  tdls  are 

Seed,  with  their  length,  revenue,  and  cost  of  repairs^  ii  ifte  evuatie^  of 
remess,  Ross,  and  G&ithness,  which  are  the  only  countita  in  which  talk 
«e  levied  on  the  roada  under  the  charge  of  the  Highhaid  Boaii  and  Brid^ 
Commissioners;  2ndly,^  The  roads  on  which  there  are  no  tolls,  Tot^ 
tike  awtvagc  cost  of  repairs ;  Srdly,  The  extents  of  tbtt  whole  roads  untfer 
the  charge  of  the  Commissioners,  with  the  expense  of  th*  maintenance 
ftad  management  in  each  county ;  and,  4thly,  The  divisioa  «£  the  roadb 
iaeadi  coanty  into  diatricts,  with  the  naleage  in  eacbcDuniy. 

The  roads  generaBj  are  maintained  by  specifications  and  contracts^ 
SMuHy  fov  three  yeai&  I  think  the  s^pstem  of  maintaining  the  reads  br 
contract  is  a  cheap  and  efficient  one.  The  contractors  in  the  Highlaao 
fticneatly  work  tnemselves,  and  they  are  satisfied  with  a  small  amount  of 
pioit — idHlom  much  nore  than  the  vabie  of  their  own  labour. 

Im  &  ease,  last  year,,  on  the  Beauly  and  Strathglass  Jtoad,  a  contractor 
pat  in  an  ofEer  for  the  work,  which  was  the  lowest ;  but  he  discovered 
cflerwards  that  he  had  omitted  to  insert  any  charge  for  hia  own  labour. 
He  added  the  sum  of  L.3&  per  annum,  and  ftis  ^ffst  was  8t£l  the  lowest. 

"Mlien  we  take  in  eatimates  we  generril|^  ted'  tltot  tl^e  amoaats  of  tiie 
cBfferent  offers  come  veiy  near  one  anoKher. 

I  go  over  the  Beaoiv  and  Strstl^htss  Roads  at  least  fbwr  tkaes  every 
jear,  and  aomctines  onencr*  I  consider  that  b^  thesemsits  I  am  enabled 
to  check  sufficiently  the  contractor's  work,  and  to  see  that  it  k  done  in 
terms  of  the  specification.  Part  of  the  road,  which  is  near  Inverness,  and 
which  is  most  travelled  over,  I  see  muck  ofbener. 

Mr  MiteheU  himself  sees  the  Beauly  Road  at  least  oace  a  year,  but  not 
tike  Strathglass  Road. 

Tlie  sub-inspectors  under  Mr  Mitdiell  are  prohibited  from  taking 
cliarge  of  any  other  roads  without  his  consent.  They  have  seven  districts ; 
mad  I  hand  in  a  statement  showing  the  extent  of  ariles  in  the  different 
counties  under  each  8ub4nspeetor. 

All  payments  are  made  thrmgh  Mr  M^Nefll;  the  money  received  is 
remitted  to  hin  in  Ediiibazgh,  and  he  makes  payments  on  Mr  Mitchell's 
efder. 

I  think  llhare  would  be  an  advant«e  »  warfting  the  statate  labour 
is  along  with  the  other  roads  in  Ae  county ;  at  Itaet  they  night  be 
IT  the  same  superintendence. 


County 

of 

Inverness. 

Mr  WilUam 
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Comity 
of 


HIGHLAND  ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 

STATEMENT  of  Roads  on  which  there  are  no  Tolls,  showing  the  Average    ^^J^^ 
Cost  of  Repair  per  Annum,  in  1856,  1857,  and  1858. 


County  of  Inverness. 

Inyerfarigai^  Road, 

BalHchemoch  Road,    

Fort-Angostos  and  Gluunoriston 

Roads, 

Inyennorriston  Road, 

Glengarry  Road, 

Lochnagaul  Road,  

Lochyside  Road, 

Laggan  Road, 

Ashiek  and  Sconser  Roads,    

Broadford  Road, 

Stein,  M'Leod,  and  Portree  Roads, 
Trottemish  14,  and  Snizort  Roads 

_id, 

Dnnyegan  Harbonr  Roads, 

StrathglasB  Road,    

Glenek  and  Rhaebuie  Roads, 

Speyside  Road,   

Moidart  Road, r..... 


Military  Roads  in  Inyemess- 
shire. 

Fort- William  45,  Boleskine  32^, 
Corryarrock  8,  

Skye,  etc.,  Feiry  Piers,  L.10,  lOs. 
annually,    


County  of  Ross. 

Lochalsh  and  Ardelve  Roads, 

Tain  Road,   

Glenshiel,  Kintail,  Glenelg,  and 

Rhaebuie  Roads,   

Lochcarron  Road,  

Kishom  Road, 

Ferry  Piers  in  Lochalsh, 

Garry  forward, 


Miles. 

19 
5 


85i 


16^ 
15 

87} 

49 

15 


565 


OoBtof 

Repairs  per 

Annum. 


£     s.    d. 

142  10    5 
19    4    5 

150    8  11 

320  11    5 

158    1    7 

80  12    6 

59  11  10 

313  10    5 

124  10    4 

I  77    1    8 

190  17  11 

247    2    2 

32  16  7 
112  2  11 
61  8  3 
44  6  9 
26  15    1 


Rate 

per  Mile 

per  Annum. 


559  15    0 
10  10    0 


111  19  2 

174    5  6 

207    6  1 

240  13  1 

47    5  4 

10  10  0 


3,523  17    4 


£   8.    d. 

7  10    0 
3  16  10 


5    2 

12    1 

5    0 

3  15 

7  0 

8  13 

4  11 
4  19 
4  12 


0 
10 
3 
0 
2 
3 
9 
6 
0 


7    9    9 

6  11    4 

4  7    6 

5  14    3 

7  4    9 
4    2  10 


6  11    8 


9  14    5 

11  19    0 

5    9  10 

4  18    3 

.  3    0  10 


Mr  William 
Paterwn. 
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CovDty 

HIGHLAND  ROADS  AND  BKIDGfi&-c<m<intieJ. 

of 

Xnveriien. 

9fr  'wuttmi 
PateraoD. 

1 

Length  in 
MileB. 

Cost  of 

Repairs  per 
Amram. 

Rate 
per  Mile 

Miles. 

£     s. 

d. 

£    8.     d. 

Brought  farward, 

565 

3,523  17 

4 

ComUy  qfSvAerlMnd. 

9iitharland  Qomt  Road. 

47    . 
*** 

510    d    3 
201  19  11 

€5  11    6 

17  14    8 

10  17    0 

4    1    S 

tf  11     € 

W^^^Am/immi^^k  MiB&mm\A      ^yf^i^Wi'V     iHW^^V^nAM     •••■•••••VV* 

IVHunie  Road.  • 

Fleet  Mound,  SluiceB,  etc.,  about 
Bcmar  Bridge,  generaUy  L.1,  4fl.  * 

Avenged  yeuB, 

County  o/Al^rdeen. 

• 

Alf  Old  Road 

1^    4 
5    2 

9 
8 

12    1  10 

^28 

Bftlkter  Bri(^,  ^.... 

County  of  Nairn. 

Findkorn  and  Bemuch]ye  Roads, 

20| 

1 

115  12 

2 

5  19     3 

County  of  Moray, 

1 

• 

FEn^orn  and  Spe^iBide,  Gnmtomm 
aad  Diithill  KoadB, 

^k 

299    3 

s 

8    8    6 

County  of  Banff. 

-wy    1 

^^ 

Snevfflde  Road.    ...•.•.....•• 

H 

12    7 

6 

7  10    1 

Counties  of  Moray  and  Banff. 

3    ^ 

1 

Craig  BUachie  Bridge  luid  Ap- 
DToachffl. ....••• 

1 

37  18 

% 

37  18    B 

County  of  Bute. 

Arran  Road , 

17 

118    1 

8 

6  18  11 

County  of  Argyll. 

IVirUttncntavy  Roads,  ••...•. 

ISOf 

afti  14 

« 

5    0    0 

County  of  Argyll. 

Milltaiy  Boads. 

' 

GIbuoo  ai,  DalnuOly  27,  Gleqcro 
22,  - 

80 

662  11 

6 

8    8    2 

960} 

6,374  19 

7 

♦  Painted  in  H 

J57.    C 

oRt  L.52. 

, 

Notes  ofEmdoKt. 
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Coontjr 
No.  II.  James  Andenony  Esq.,  Ejcamined :—  _     ^^ 

I  am  derk  of  supply  of  the  count j  of  Invemess,  and  I  am  treasurer  for       j^j^s 
the  CanU  Stuart  and  Nairn  Tunynioe^  which  consists  of  6^  nuJes  of  new  Anderson,  Esq. 
road  in  Inverness-shire,  and  2  miles  in  Nairnshire, — ^making  of  new  road 

Smiles,—  with  4liniles  of  old  road  from  Inverness  to  the  conmienoement 
the  new  Nairn  Road  near  Castle-Stewart,— the  total  length  being  thus 
13fmiles. 

This  road  was  made  under  one  of  the  Highland  Roads  and  Bridges  Act, 
3  and  4  Will.  IV.  cap.  93,  and  the  funds  for  making  it  were  provided  by 
loans  effected  on  the  personal  security  of  some  gentlemen  of  the  county, 
acting  as  a  committee  authorized  by  a  general  meeting  of  the  county. 
It  is  questionable  whether  the  county  proprietors  as  a  body  are  liable  for 
this  debt,  some  of  the  heritors  having  protested  against  the  loan  and  the 
formation  of  the  road,  and  others  having  been  a^ent  from  the  meeting 
by  which  the  loan  was  authorized. 

1.  The  expense  of  repairs,  on  an  average  of  three  years,  has  been 
L.238, 19s.  2d.,  exclusive  of  a  sum  of  L.138, 18s.  9d.  paid  by  Mr  McNeill, 
W.S.,  as  the  surplus  tolls  for  the  year,  towards  the  liquidation  of  the  debt 
contracted  for  the  formation  of  the  road,  and  included  by  Mr  M'Neill  in 
the  expense  of  repairs  in  1858. 

2.  The  proportion  of  the  expense  of  management,  viz.,  superintendence 
of  repairs,  etc.,  and  Mr  M'Neiirs  charges  for  management,  for  the  12 
miles  of  road,  is  annually  about  L.21,  lOs. 

3.  The  gross  toll  revenue  at  Rigmore  and  Mid  Coul  Bars,  on  a  like 
average  of  three  years,  has  been L.119  16    1 

Deduct  expenses  of  rouping  tolls,  collection  of  rents, 
and  sundry  repairs  to  nouses  and  gates,  average 
for  said  three  years, 7    7  10 

L.112    7    3 


<"  I  do  not  know  what  the  expense  of  sepairs  and  toll  revenues  on  the 
Nairnshire  portion  amount  to,  but  I  may  mention  that  the  expense  of 
repairs,  for  each  of  the  last  three  years,  of  the  7  miles  in  Inverness-shire, 
is  L.55,  2s.,  and  that  the  toll  revenue  at  Mid  Coul,  the  only  bar  on  the 
Inverness-shire  portion  of  the  New  Nairn  Road,  is  L.15  per  annum  gross, 
of  which  about  L.2  is  expended  in  collection  and  toll-house  repairs,  leavinjg 
L.13  nett  revenue  I  Tne  expense  oi  management  for  the  7  miles  is 
L.12, 10s.  per  annum. 

Since  1852-53,  the  New  Nairn  Road  has  been  joined  to  the  portion  of 
the  Inverness  and  Fort-George  Road  formerly  called  the  Fort-Qeorge 
Boad,  and  the  tolls  on  the  line  from  Inverness  to  the  confines  of  Nairn- 
shire appropriated  to  the  repair  of  that  road  p2  miles),  and  to  the  liqui- 
dation of  the  debt  contracted  by  the  construction  of  the  New  Nairn  Road. 
For  some  years  past,  1857  and  1858,  the  toll  revenue  is  inadequate  to 
defray  the  repairs. 

The  total  debt,  at  30th  April  1859,  amounted  to  L.2,588,  Is.  4d.  I 
refer  the  Commissioners  to  the  last  (45th)  report  of  the  Commissioners 
for  Highland  Roads  and  Bridges,  in  which  special  reference  is  made  to  this 
road,  and  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  debt.  The  report  was 
read  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  of  Suppler,  but  the  matter 
was  postponed  till  the  general  meeting  of  the  county  m  October  next, 
when  some  resolution  will  probably  be  come  to  on  the  subject.  There  is 
no  doubt  about  the  equity  of  the  county  being  assessed  m  order  to  pay 
this  debt,  because  the  county  has  reaped  the  benefit  of  the  road.  I  con- 
sider that  a  good  road  in  any  particular  portion  of  the  county  is  a  benefit 
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County       to  the  whole  county,  espedallj  one  leading  from  the  countj  town,  altfaongh 

^^  proprietors  at  a  dktance  maj  be  only  xemotely  beneited  by  it. 

Inverness.         y^^  ^^  ^^^  gu^  much  objection  stated  by  parties  residing  along  the  line 

Jam^       ^^  ^^^  ^^'^  ^  ^^  haTiDg  to  pay  toU%  in  additiim  to  a  portion  of  the 

Anderson, Esq.  auppleoKntary  afisesBaumt  for  its  mainteBanoe^  vkikt  tlMwe  in  other  difr- 

'  tricts  have  only  the  aasessment  to  pay  without  tolls. 

The  sum  aflpesned  for  Highland  Boads  and  Biadgcs  is  laid  on  at  the  April 

meeting,  aad  colleefeed  ahng  with  the  other  coimty  tBt«k    Itiainspowd 

on  the  valued  rent.    The  other  county  rates  are  imposed  on  the  real  imt. 

It  would,  I  liiunk,  amplify  matters  vsery  nmeh  if  all  the  aseeasments 

were  laid  «n  the  real  tent  nnder  the  Yalnatkn  BolL 


EXTRACT  from  45th  Report  of  OommissiofnerB  for  HigWmd  Boads 

and  Bridges. 

{Befemd  to  &y  Mr  Anderwu.) 

CASTLE  STUABT  AlO)  NAIR5  BOAD. 

The  debts  of  the  Castk  Stuart  and  Nairn  Eoad  have  been  broiuht 
under  the  notice  <^  the  Commissioners,  and  they  are  of  opinicm  ust 
measures  should  be  taki^i  by  the  county  of  InTemess,  and,  if  necessuy, 
by  Parliament,  in  order  to  secure  their  repayment  within  a  limited  time. 
Tins  road  was  constructed  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  3  and  4  WiO. 
IV.,  a  33,  at  an  expense  of  about  Ii.6,300,  which  sum  was  borzowed  by 
the  county  on  the  security  of  the  tolls,  with  the  assent  of  the  Commis- 
sioners ;  and  a  committee  of  the  county  became  j^ersonally  liable,  imder  a 
bond,  for  the  repayment  of  the  loan.    For  some  tkne,  the  surplus  revenue 
arising  from  the  toils  was  sufficient  to  provide  for  the  extinction  of  the 
debt,  a  sum  of  L.2;170  having  been  paid  over  by  the  Commisdoners,  for 
that  purpose,  between  1843  and  1850 ;  but  in  1854»  a  BUI  was  brought 
into  Parliament  for  the  construction  of  a  railway  between  Inverness  and 
Nairn,  which  threatened  the  destruction  of  this  fund.    The  county  com- 
mittee having  petitioned  against  the  Bill,  obtained  from  the  promoters  a 
compensation  of  L.2,000,  whic^,  with  the  assent  of  the  Conmiissioners, 
they  accepted ;  and  the  debt  was  thus,  to  that  extent,  again  diminished. 
There  is  still,  however,  a  sum  of  about  L.2,500  renaaining  due  upon  dug 
road,  while  the  opening  of  the  railway  has  so  much  affected  tlie  traffic^ 
that  the  tolls,  so  fiur  from  producing  a  surplus  revenue  for  the  extinctioB 
of  the  debt*  are  even  insufficient  for  the  annual  repairs  and  maintenance 
of  the  road.    An  aasessment  of  the  county  is,  therelbre,  the  only  source 
whence  means  are  to  be  found  for  the  eventual  liquidation  of  the  remain- 
ing debt    For  this  purpose  the  Commiasioners  believe  that  the  coan^ 
would  be  willing  to  agree  to  assess  itself;  but  it  is  doubtful  whether, 
under  the  Act  of  the  3  and  4  Will.  lY,  such  an  assessment  can  lawfully  he 
made  for  any  objects  beyond  the  maintenance  and  repair  of  the  road. 
But  if  the  county,  at  its  next  meeting,  should  determine  tluit  the  debt 
should  be  borne  in  that  form  by  the  heritors,  and  it  should  appear  that 
an  assessment  cannot  be  levied  without  an  amendment  of  the  Act,  the 
CommissioneiB  entertain  little  doubt  that  Padiam^it  wiQ  sandioQ  such 
amendment. 


No.  III.  WUUam  Stevoart,  Esq.,  Inverness,  Kxamined : — 

William  I  am  Oefural  Clerk  to  the  Road  Tnutees  of  the  County  of  Inverness. 

Stewart,  Esq.  The  Statute  Labour  Roads  are  regulated  by  an  Act  passed  in  May  1830. 

Undeit  this  Act,  aU  perscms  are  Trustees  who  have  lands  valued  in  the 
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cess-books  at  L.lOO  Scots,  or  who  possess  lands  of  the  yearly  value  of      Comty 

L.lOO  sterlings,  togeAer  with  the  JnitioM  of  the  Peace,  ami  certain  ex  <*f . 

ojicio  Trustees.  faycmf. 

The  county  is  divided  into  25  distriets,  but,  irith  respeet  to  one  er  two      wiDim 
dietricts,  there  are  no  regular  elerks.   With  the  exception  of  tburdistiicts  atewait,  Biq 
— ^the  Moydart^  the  Lochend,  the  Knoydart,  and  the  Ajrisaig  Districts — 
mil  the  other  districts  report  their  aeoounte  amually  to  the  general 
meetings. 

In  some  of  the  districts,  there  is  a  ^i^lBculty  ibnnd  in  obtaining  »  quo- 
rum of  resident  Distik*  Trustees. 

There  is  a  eoHector  and  cleric  in  each  distriet  One  of  these  eoUecIs 
the  assessment — ^hoth  that  from  the  heritors,  and  that  whidi  is  levied 
from  other  parties  in  lieu  of  the  conversion  for  statute  khoor. 

Hie  assessment  on  heritors  varies  from  Sd.  to  9d.  on  the  £  Scots,  and 
fitim  Se.  to  9s.  on  males,  tenants,  faouseholderB,  ete. 
^  The  rate  of  assessment  varies  aeoonUng  to  ^be  rejuiremenits  of  the 
different  districts,  and  the  money  raised  in  each  distnet  is  expended  on 
the  roads  in  that  district.  Generally  speaking,  each  parish  oonstitates  a 
district ;  but  in  some  cases  two,  or  even  three,  parishes  are  eonribiaed  in 
one  district. 

Questions  come  up  occasionally,  by  appeal,  from  the  distrioli  to  the 
general  meeting  of  Tnastees  at  Inverness  ;  out  these  are  not  fireqnoit. 

in  Harris,  North  and  South  Uist,  and  Barra»  roads  were  made  at  the 
expense  of  the  proprietors,  there  bemg  no  parhamentarvor  miiiiary  roads 
in  those  districts ;  and  there  appear  in  the  returns  large  debts  due  to  these 
districts,— that  is  to  say — 

Harris,  ....  L.3,243  0  0 

South  Uist,  ....  9,470  0  0 

North  Uist,  ....  2,482  0  0 

Barra,  .  .                                    •  210  0  0 

These  debts  have  existed  for  a  very  long  time,  and  no  interest,  so  far  as 
I  am  aware,  has  ever  been  paid  upon  them.  I  cannot  say  that  the  county 
recognise  these  debts  as  legal  obligations,  although  I  consider  that  ques- 
tions might  be  raised  on  tms  matter  under  the  existing  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment. No  proceedings  have  ever  been  taken  in  order  to  obtain  payment 
of  these  debts. 

1  make  a  report  amraally,  to  the  general  meeting  in  April,  with  refe- 
rence to  each  district ;  and  an  excerpt  from  that  report  is  sent  to  each 
derk  for  the  information  of  the  Trustees.  I  lay  before  the  Oommisaonera 
a  copy  of  the  report  for  the  year  endmg  25th  March  1858. 


No.  lY.  Mr  John  Grant  Mmekayf  Qraatown,  Bxamined : — 

lamcleAU^ikellih^Siratktpe;^  Dutriett^StattaeLabc^^  Mr  John  G. 

in  Inveniess-shire.    These  roads  are  managed  entirdy  by  Lord  Beafidd's      Maokay. 
factor,  in  the  same  way  as  in  the  Strathspey  District  in  Morayshire. 

There  is  a  meeting  of  Disteict  Trustees  once  a  year,  which  is  nsnaUy 
attended  by  the  Justices  of  the  Beace  resident  in  the  district. 

The  tenants  on  Lord  Seallddis  estate  do  not  pay  aeeording  to  the  old 
valued  rent,  but  contribute  a  rate  of  3d.  per  £.  The  proprietor  himself 
contributes  3d.  per  £  also,  so  that  the  road  assessment  amounts  to  6d. 
per  £  of  real  rent.  The  tenants  are  satisfied  with  this  arrangement.  If 
we  were  limited  to  the  sum  leviable  under  the  Acts,  even  though  at  the 
amximnan,  we  should  not  have  enongh  to  msintain  the  roads. 
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No.  y.  Duncan  Grant,  Esq.  of  Boght,  Examined  : — 

I  am  convener  of  tlie  county  of  Inyemesa, 

I  have  never  heard  any  objection  to  the  present  diyisioii  of  the  county 
into  districts  under  the  Statute  Labour  Act. 

In  the  district  vith  whic^  I  am  connected,  the  Lochend  District,  there 
is  no  surveyor,  and  there  are  many  districts  in  which  there  are  no  sur- 
veyors. This  I  consider  to  be  a  d^ect.  In  allocating  the  money,  anv  of 
the  Trustees  present  can  propose  that  a  particuhur  sum  should  be  laid 
out  on  a  particular  road,  and  the  disposal  of  the  funds  sometimes  beccmics 
a  matter  of  fnvouritism. 

The  question  of  the  abolition  of  tolls  has  not  been  discussed  in  the 
county.  We  thought  that,  as  the  Highlaud  Roads  and  Bridges  were  ex- 
empted from  Lord  Elcho's  Bill,  and  as  no  dissatisfaction  had  been  ex- 
pressed with  the  present  Statute  Labour  Act,  we  saw  nothing  to  male 
any  change  desiraole. 

The  object  of  putting  on  tolls  in  the  county,  was  to  diminish  the  amount 
of  assessment  on  the  county  generally.  It  is,  no  doubt,  felt  as  a  hardship 
by  those  parties  who  pay  the  tolls  as  well  as  the  assessment ;  but  they 
submit  to  it. 

I  consider  the  effect  of  the  introduction  of  railways  will  be  to  diminish, 
to  a  considerable^  extent,  the  throi^h  traffic ;  but  there  is  considerable 
difference  of  opinion  as  to  how  fta  the  railways  will  ultimately  affect  the 
tolls. 

I  think  it  would  be  an  improvement  if  the  assessment  for  statute 
labour  were  imposed  according  to  the  real  rent.  '  I  think  all  local  assess- 
ment should  be  raised  in  this  way. 


No.  VL  7%6 22^A<  JETon.  ZonlZovof,  Examined  :— 

Bight  Hon.  I  possess  property  in  Invemess-sliire,  and  have  pud  considerable  atten- 
Lord  Lovat.  tion  to  road  matters.  I  think  that,  in  the  district  roads,  there  might  be 
some  improvement  In  many  cases,  the  clerk  is  also  collector.  3e  col- 
lects the  money,  and  then  pays  it  into  a  bank,  from  which  it  is  paid  out 
on  the  order  of  two  Trustees.  I  generally  attend  the  district  meetings 
in  the  3rd  and  4th  Districts.  There  was  a  considerable  degree  of  con- 
fusion about  our  roads  some  years  a^o,  when  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  go  over  them,  and  determine  what  roads  were  to  be  contmued  as 
statute  labour  roads,  and  what  were  to  be  abandoned.  The  two  districts 
with  which  I  am  concerned,  joined  with  the  Urquhart  District,  and  we 
have  one  surveyor  for  the  three,  who  receives  L.10  per  annum  fi^om  each. 
I  believe  the  salary  has  lately  been  slightly  increased. 

We  generally,  after  a  report  frt)m  the  surveyor,  contract  for  a  term  of 
three  years  for  tiie  maintenance  of  the  roads.  In  the  Lower  or  Aird  Dis- 
trict, one  contractor  generally  takes  the  whole.  The  duty  of  the  sur- 
veyor is  to  draw  up  specifications,  and  see  that  the  contractor  performs 
the  work  in  accordance  with  them.  We  have  found  this  system  to 
effect  very  great  improvements  on  the  roads.  We  have  a  greater  extent 
of  roads  now,  and  they  are  in  better  condition,  whilst  the  rate  of  assess- 
ment is  not  increased.  , 

In  both  districts,  I  have  laid  out  large  sums  of  money  in  making  roads 
and  building  bridges,  and  other  proprietors  have  done  the  same,  though 
not  to  an  equal  extent. 

After  the  roads  are  made  by  me,  the  Statute  Labour  Trustees  take 
them  off  my  hands,  and  maintain  them  in  friture. 

I  should  say,  that  it  might  depend  upon  circumstances  how  ftr  the  on- 
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ginal  cost  of  a  road  should  be  borne  bj  the  proprietors,  or  by  the  commu-    --  County  { 

nity  at  large.  invmeM 

I  think  the  assessment  for  statute  labour  should  be  Jaid  on  the  real    ^^^^^' 
rent.    Tenants  at  present,  in  the  two  districts  with  which  I  am  connected,  Right      Hon. 
pay  only  an  annual  tax  or  conversion  of  5s.    A  tenant  paying  L.200   Lord  Lovat 
a-year  of  rent  does  not  pay  more  than  a  tenant  of  L.5  rent,  except  the 
Id.  per  £  paid  to  the  landlord,  which  was  originally  imposed  in  lieu  of  a 
horse-tax. 

I  am  of  opinion  it  would  be  advantageous  if  districts  were  to  employ 
surveyors.  The  man  we  employ  at  present  as  a  surveyor  was  formerly 
a  contractor  on  some  of  the  parliamentary  roads  ;  but  unless  a  change 
were  introduced  in  the  general  system  of  the  roads,  we  could  not  have 
county  surveyors. 

The  general  feeling  in  this  district  is  agunst  any  change.  The  effect 
of  putting  on  the  tolls  has  been  to  lighten  the  burden  of  the  assessment. 
Speaking  generally,  I  do  not  think  the  effect  of  railways  will  diminish,  to 
any  great  extent,  the  stranger  trat&c  on  the  roads.  As  yet  it  is  only  the 
road  to  Nairn  which  has  been  affected. 

I  am  not  sure  that  the  parliamentary  and  military  roads  could  be 
managed  better  than  at  present. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  each  district  of  statute  labour  roads  should  con- 
tinue to  be  managed  separately,  as  at  present. 


No.  VII.  Colin  Lyon  JHackenzie,  Esq.,  Examined : — 

I  am  Provost  of  Inverness.     We  have  no  fund  for  the  maintenance  of  Colin  L.  Mao- 
the  streets  and  roads,  except  what  is  raised  under  the  Statute  Labour  kende,  Esq. 
Act.    The  burgh  of  Inyemess  is  the  1st  of  the  Statute  Labour  Districts. 
It  is  co-extensive  with  the  old  royalty. 

Each  householder  above  L.2  pays  3s.,  besides  an  assessment  on  the  rental. 

The  funds  derived  from  these  sources  are  not  found  to  be  sufficient, 
and  we  have  had  to  borrow  considerably,  in  order  to  put  the  streets  into 
the  necessary  repair. 

We  have  borrowed  to  the  extent  of  L.5,000,  which  is  secured  upon  the 
assessment. 

We  have  a  sinking  fund,  which  enables  us  to  pay  off  a  portion  of  this 
annually,  but  I  do  not  see  that  this  can  continue  very  long.  If  our 
streets  get  out  of  repair  again,  we  shall  have  to  apply  for  farther  assessing 
powers. 

There  is  no  part  of  the  streets  within  the  old  royalty  maintained  by 
the  Commissioners  of  Highland  Roads  and  Bridges,  except  a  small  por- 
tion leading  to  the  wooden  bridge ;  but  there  are  three  miles  within  the 
parliunentary  botmdaiy. 

In  effect,  the  town  of  Inverness  at  present  is  totally  distinct  from  the 
county,  ana  maintains  its  own  streets.  Supposing  any  change  made  in 
the  county,  I  would  think  it  still  desirable  to  keep  the  burgh  separate. 

There  are  no  very  serious  complaints  of  tolls  on  the  part  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Inverness,  fiirther  than  that  we  would  wish  to  see  them  removed 
to  a  greater  distance. 

We  have  no  causeway  mail,  and  no  custom  levied  on  goods  passing 
through  the  town,  but  only  on  those  coming  in  for  sale. 

There  has  been  no  movement  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants  with  a 
view  to  zet  rid  of  tolls. 

If  tow  were  to  be  abolished,  and  the  roads  in  the  county  supported 
altogether  bv  an  assessment,  I  do  not  think  the  inhabitants  of  the  burgh 
would  be  wifiing  to  undertake  any  further  burden  than  at  present,  such  as 
undertaking  to  uphold  all  the  roads  within  the  parliamentary  boundary. 
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Comtgr       .  We  have  an  in^)eetor  for  the  streeU  u  the  towB,  who  is  also  mpaio- 
^  tendent  of  police.    He  reports  to  a  committee  of  Tmstees,  of  which,  in  pn- 

la?erneaB.     jaclivkliial  capacity,  I  am  chainaan  ;  and  they  authorise  any  vork  which 
(>M«  L.  Hae*  ^  recommends. 
iNBsic,  fiw^       The  deht  we  have  cantracted  is  partly  an  old  debt  for  extraordinaiT 
repairs,  and  partly  a  new  amoxmt  borrowed  for  similar  pnrposes,  whim 
are  now  carrying  on,  ia  a  more  permanent  re-caneewaying  of  the  streets^ 
If  the  debt  were  paid  off,  oar  revenue  would  be  more  than  sufficient  fsa 
the  ordinary  repairs. 

I  wish  to  bring  wider  the  notice  of  the  Commissioners  the  expense  to 
which  we  are  put  in  keeping  up  the  wooden  traffic  bridge  over  the 
Ness.  We  consider  that  this  harden  shonid  fall  upon  the  Parliamentary 
Roads  and  Bridges  Gonimissioners.     The  bridge  is  within  the  rayalty. 


No.  VIII.  Aleaander  DaUaty  Esq.,  Examined:-— 

Alexander  I  am  town  clerk  of  Inverness,  and  having  heard  the  Provost's  evidence, 
J^allM*  Esq.    J  ^j^y  g||^^  ^^^  I  concur  generally  in  it 

I  wish  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  Commissioners  the  state 
of  the  wooden  bridge,  which  is  situated  within  the  royalty.  All  the  mail 
coaches  and  other  conveyances  go  to  the  nortli  and  return  by  this  brii^e^ 
even  since  the  new  bridge  has  been  completed.  It  is  the  medium  of 
communication  to  the  north  and  west  of  Inverness,  generally  used  for  the 
heavy  traffic. 

The  recent  repair  of  the  wooden  bridge,  which  cost  the  town  of  Inver- 
nesa  from  L.70G  to  L.806,  was,  in  my  opinion,  and  in  that  of  many 
citizens  of  Inverness,  caused  by  Uie  excess  of  heavy  traffic  thr^vn  upoD 
it  by  the  delay  ia  carrying  on  the  works  of  the  new  bridge,  whi<^  took,  I 
believe,  six  or  seven  years  in  the  erection  ;  and  the  inhabitants  of  Inver* 
nesa  think  that  the  burden  of  supporting  this  bridge  ought  to  fiilL  on  the 
Parliamentary  Commi8sioner& 


No.  IX  Robert  Smithy  Esq^  Examined  :— 

B.  Smith,  £i>q.  I  am  clerk  and  collector  to  the  1st  or  Inverness^  the  2md  or  Peiijf,  and 
t^  2Qth  or  Dalcross  JXstrids  of  Statute  Labour  RoadSy  and  I  am  also 
collector  of  county  assessments. 

I  collect  the  assessment  for  the  Highland  Roads  and  Bridges.  It  is 
imposed  upon  the  real  rent  accordii^  to  the  New  Valuation  EoU.  This 
was  done  in  consequenoe  of  a  resolution  of  the  county,  in  terms  of  the 
Valuation  Act.  Formerly  it  was  levied  acconfing  to  the  rental  of  the 
year  1814,  for  the  Property  Tax  Act.  I  do  not  think  this  made  any  con- 
siderable difiCeresce  on  the  incidence  of  the  burden. 

I  collect  the  statute  labour  money  in  the  burgh  of  Xuvesncss.  The 
rate  is  6d.  per  £  on  rental,  besides  a  payment  of  SL  by  each  oocnpant  of 
premises  of  L.2  and  towards. 

The  whole  amount  levied  in  the  ho^hlagt  year  was  L.M8^  32s.  Id. 
The  surveyor's  salary  is  L.IO.  I  am  paid  by  a  salary  of  L  J2  aaderk^ 
and  by  a  poundage  as  collector  of  7^  per  oenL  on  the  assessment,  and  10 
per  cent,  on  the  Statute  Labour  Conversion.  The  assessment  is  leviable^ 
in  the  first  place,  from  occupants,  who  retain  one-half  from  fthdr  landlords. 

In  the  landward  districts  the  assessment  is  collected  on  the  valued  rent 

In  the  Dalcross  District  the  assessment  is  at  its  maxinuun;  Wt  I  do 
not  think  tliis  is  the  case  in  many  of  the  other  districts. 

I  think  it  would  simpliQf  matters  if  the  as|essmen£  were  levied  ooi  the 
real  rent  instead  of  the  valued  rent. 
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In  the  asseasment  for  Highland  Boada  and  Bruges,  although  the  Valua^       County 
tion  Boll  18  taken,  those  parties  are  exempted  whose  properties  were    j     ^^ 
exempt  in  1814.    I  itank  this  is  an  anomaly,  and  ought  to  be  done  away      '^^^"'*"' 
with  m  any  ehange  of  system.  B.  smiUi,  Bsq. 

Irwemus^  Wednesday,  Qth  Jvfy  1859. 

UEMBBBS  PSBSEHT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.  [  Sir  Andrew  Chr. 

MB  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  X.  Mr  Duncan  JBiPLennany  Inremess,  Examined  : — 

I  aeted  as  agent  fiir  Mr  Qrant  of  Bogbt,  and  some  of  the  other  heritors^  Mr  Duncan 
m  procuring  the  disjunction  of  what  is  now  the  Leckmd  District  of  McLennan. 
Suiiae  Labomr  Boadsj  from  the  Ctorarqnhart  and  Gl^morriston  Dis- 
trict, of  whidi  it  fonseriy  foxmed  a  part.  The  reason  for  seekmg  the 
di^unctioD  was,  that  no  part  of  the  fmids  were  applied  for  many  years  to 
the  roads  within  the  Lochend  part  of  the  district,  althoug^h  the  pro{R'ietors 
there  were  paying  the  same  rate  of  aasesBment  as  those  in  the  other  port. 
The  fact  heing,  &at  in  the  Lochend  portion  there  are  no  public  roads,  or 
st  least  none  to  which  any  statute  labour  money  had  been  applied  for  up- 
wards of  20  years.  The  parliamentary  road  passes  through  the  district, 
and  affords  accommodation  for  all  purposes  except  as  to  those  roads  that 
lead  merely  to  farm  houses. 

A  place  for  the  meetings  o£  the  Lochend  Distriet  Trustees  was  fixed  by 
the  General  Meeting  of  Tmstees  in  April  1849,  when  the  disjunction  took 
pla«ee,  and  I  attended  at  the  place  of  meeting  sev^td  times,  but  none  of 
the  parties  interested  appeased.  The  result  has  been  that  no  clerk  has 
been  appointed,  and  no  assessment  has  been  imposed  in  the  Lochend 
District,  since  the  disjunction  took  place.  The  other  heritors  in  Glen- 
urquhart  and  Glenmorriston  were  assenting  parties  to  the  disjunction.  I 
am  quite  aware  that,  in  the  remaining  portion  of  that  district,  there  are 
many  miles  of  statute  labour  roads,  and  I  believe  the  assessment  is  at  the 
maximum.  These  roads,  howerer^  are  not  of  the  sliglitest  service  to  the 
Lochend  portion. 

Previous  to  the  disjunctiony  the  heritors  in  the  Lochend  portion  had 
declined  to  pay  their  proportion  of  the  statute  labour  money  ;  but  I  ad- 
vised them,  professionally,  that  they  were  bound  to  pay  so  long  as  the 
districts  were  conjoined,  and  a  large  sum  of  arrears  was  paid  up 
accordingly. 

I  have  not  as  a  factor,  or  otherwise,  taken  a  particular  interest  in  the 
road  question. 


/ttosmesf,  Tkmnday^  7tk  Jufy  1859. 
ME  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  XI.  Thomas  FaSeoner,  Esq.,  Solicitor,  infemess.  Examined : — 


I  am  clerk  to  the  9ih  er  Strathdecem  IHstrkt  iff  SitUuU  JM^ur  Boads      Thomas 
in  Inverness-shire.    My  salary  as  clerk  is  L6»  5s.  per  anmum.  Palconer,  Esq. 

The  snrveTor  is  the  nunc  party  who  has  the  .ac^oining  or  Btmthnaim 
Distriet.    He  is  a  contractor;  and  wfaea  we  cannot  get  contracts  effected 
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Cowity      for  the  mainteDanoe  of  the  roads,  the  money  is  expended  under  his  snpcr- 
o'  intendence  and  that  of  a  committee  appointed  bj  the  Trustees. 

iDTerngsB.        ^^  j^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^     ^^  formerly  had  to  borrow  from  the  bank  to 

Thomas  make  some  improvements,  but  the  debt  thus  incurred  has  been  all  paid  off. 
Falconer,  Esq.  I  haye  been  clerk  in  the  district  for  upwards  of  15  ;fears,  and  tne  same 
system  has  continued  in  operation  dunng  all  that  time,  and  for  many 
years  previously. 

We  hold  one  annual  meeting.  The  money  is  all  laid  out  on  the  allo- 
cation of  the  Trustees,  which  proceeds  on  a  report  by  the  surveyor. 

My  district  comprises  but  one  parish — that  of  Mo^r. 

I  think  the  union  of  the  eighth  and  ninth  districts  might  be  attended  with 
inconvenience  to  the  proprietors,  although,  perhaps,  tiiere  might  be  some 
little  saving  in  the  expense  of  management.  But  the  roads  in  the  two 
districts  are  not  connected  in  any  way. 

The  are  81  miles  of  road  in  the  district,  and  for  the  principal  portion, 
which  is  the  Coignfeam  Road,  about  9^  miles  in  length,  we  have  generally 
entered  into  a  contract ;  and  the  same  system  b  foUowed  in  r^ard  to  the 
other  roads  when  extraordinary  repairs  are  required.  But,  at  other  times, 
when  the  sums  allocated  to  the  r^  of  the  roads  are  small,  they  are  gener- 
ally expended  at  the  sight  of  a  committee,  and  under  the  superintendence 
of  the  inspector. 

Our  assessment  is  at  the  maximum,  viz.,  9d.  in  the  £  Scots.  I  think 
this,  and  all  other  local  assessmtats,  should  be  levied  on  the  real  rent 
under  the  Valuation  Roll.  At  the  same  time,  I  am  aware  that  this  is 
not  the  general  opinion  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  county. 

I  act  as  factor  for  proprietors  in  the  counties  of  Invemess  and  K&im, 
and  I  am  agent  for  a  number  of  other  proprietors. 

In  the  Culloden  District,  the  roads  are  managed  much  in  the  same  wray 
as  in  the  Moy  IMstrict.  I  should  say  that,  in  Moy,  the  assessment,  Uiou^h 
at  its  maximum,  is  barely  adequate  to  keep  the  roads  in  good  repair, 
and  I  know  that  it  is  occasionally  supplemented  by  contributions  mm 
the  proprietors. 

Wednetday,  2Qth  July  1859. 

MEMBEB8  PBE8ENT. 

WilHam  Smythe,  Esq.  I       Right  Hon.  Sir  J.  M'NeilL 

Sir  Andrew  Orr.  |       Duncan  McLaren,  Esq. 

MB  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  XII.  JoBtph  JHUeheUy  Esq.,  C.E.,  Invemess,  Examined : — 

.       .  I  have  had  the  charge  of  the  Highland  Roads  and  Bridget^  under  the 

Mitchelf  Esq.  Commissioners,  for  35  years.  My  charge  extends  over  seven  of  the 
'  northern  counties,  besides  small  portions  of  road  in  three  others.  The 
extent  is  1,216  miles,  and  on  these  roads  there  are  about  1,200  bridges, 
some  of  considerable  magnitude ;  the  extent  of  waterway  of  these  bridges 
is  14,855  feet.  The  whole  expenditure  on  the  roads  and  bridges  is  car- 
ried on  under  my  directions.  We  let  almost  the  whole  of  our  woik  by 
contract.  I  previously  prepare  specifications,  and  an  estimate  of  what  tJ^ 
work  ^ould  cost.  Beiore  any  extra  work  is  undertaken,  the  counties 
first  approve  of  the  work  to  be  executed.  There  is  at  present  an  im- 
provement in  contemplation  in  the  county  of  Ross,  beyond  Contin,  in  the 
main  line  of  road  from  Dingwall  to  Skye,  which  the  Commissioners  of 
Supply  have  agreed  to,  and  upon  which  a  toll  has  been  authorized  to  be 
placed,  at  the  request  of  the  county,  to  defray  the  cost.    Probably  some 
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of  tbe  heritors  interested  will  find  means  of  supplying  the  money,  to  be       County 
reimbursed  by  the  toU.    In  some  cases  where  improvements  have  been  ^^ 

made,  the  outlay  has  been  defrayed  by  an  assessment  over  the  whole    "^^"^**** 
county.    The  feeliiu^  generally  is,  that  an  improvement  on  a  road  is  •     Joseph 
looked  upon  as  a  bemtft  to  the  whole  county,  and  the  assessment  is  seldom  Mitchell,  Esq. 
objected  to  by  parties  not  immediately  benefited.     Our  roads  are  the 
main  trunk  lines  of  the  northern  counties.    The  district  or  county  roads 
generally  branch  from  these. 

We  have  a  few  tolls  in  the  counties  of  Inverness,  Boss,  and  Gaithnen,  > 
in  aid  of  assessment  for  repairs,  and  also  some  put  on  specially  to  defray 
the  cost  of  improvements,  such  as  the  erection  of  parapets,  wideninpp,  etc. 
The  original  cost  of  constructing  the  roads  was  about  half  a  miUion,  of 
which  one-half  was  contributed  by  the  Grovemment,  and  the  other  half 
by  the  counties ;  and  the  roads  arc  now  maintained  chiefiy  by  an  assess- 
ment on  the  counties,  about  one-fourth  being  paid  by  Government,  be- 
sides the  expense  of  management. 

On  certain  roads,  as  I  have  said,  tolls  have  been  placed  in  aid  of  the 
county  assessment,  and  it  is  of  course  a  hardship  where  parties  have 
these  to  pay,  and  get  no  deduction  from  the  amount  of  assessment  paid 
by  them ;  but  there  is  not  much  complaint  on  the  subject,  as  the  tolls 
are  generally  far  apart. 

On  principle,  1  am  very  much  opposed  to  the  system  of  tolls,  more 
especially  now  when  the  general  traveller  goes  by  rail,  and  the  party  who 
pays  the  tolls  is  the  same  who  would  pay  under  an  assessment. 

Although  tbe  Government  at  present  contributes  LJS,0(K)  towards  the 
muintenance  of  the  roads  in  the  Highlands,  the  public  receive  a  compen- 
sation for  this  in  the  exemption  of  the  mails  on  1,200  miles  of  road.  If 
tolls  were  paid  for  mail  coaches  and  cars  passing  along  the  Highland 
roads  (according  to  a  calculation  I  once  made),  the  sum  would  be  about 
L. 3,000  ;  so  that  the  sum  actually  received  from  Government  nuty  be 
taken  at  L.2,000. 

Wo  generally  let  the  tolls ;  but  when  we  collect  them,  we  pay  the  col- 
lector about  10s.  per  week.  In  cases  where  the  revenue  drawn  is  small, 
the  cost  of  collection  conies  to  be  very  heavy ;  for  example,  the  proceeds 
of  the  toll  on  the  Fort  George  Road,  after  deducting  tbe  expenses  of  col- 
lection (about  L.26  in  amount),  were,  last  year,  only  L.8,  17s.  3d.  Thb, 
however,  is  a  special  case,  the  revenue  of  the  toll  having  been  much  re- 
duced by  the  opening  of  the  railway. 

As  far  as  possible,  we  maintain  our  roads  by  contract.  I  consider  this  * 
the  best  mode.  Our  surveyors  are  thereby  enabled  to  superintend  a 
greater  extent  of  road.  I  have  tried  both  ways,  and  I  think  that  under 
contracts  you  have  a  better  check  on  the  proper  performance  of  the  work. 
I  have  six  sub- surveyors,  to  each  of  whom  there  are  about  200  miles  allotted, 
and  it  is  their  duty  to  be  constantly  on  the  roads.  The  extreme  points  of 
their  districts  are  sometimes  situated  at  great  distances  from  one  another. 
If  the  districts  were  more  concentrated,  the  same  man  could  do  a  good 
deal  more  ;  and  in  any  new  arranis;ement,  it  would  save  labour  if  the  other 
county  roads  were  placed  under  the  same  surveyors  as  the  parliamentary 
lines.  I  think  that  with  three  or  four  additional  sub-surveyors,  we  could 
manage  the  whole  parliamentary  and  district  roads  in  the  counties.  It  b 
decidedly  my  opinion,  that  all  the  roads  in  a  district  should  be  under  the 
same  surveyor.  Ton  get  a  man  of  experience,  and  are  able  to  pay  him 
better,  and  you  get  the  work  properly  done.  The  surveyors  employed  on 
the  district  roads  are  much  inferior  in  knowledge  of  then:  business  to  our 
surveyors.  They  do  not  understand  that  it  is  wise  economy  never  to  let 
a  road  go  down  in  condition.  The  economical  maintenance  of  roads  is 
constant  and  continuous  attention.    As  a  general  system,  both  for  high-: 

2u 
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Gtenty       land  and  low  comitry  roads,  I  am  of  opinion  that  tbe  system  of  contracts 

Qf  is  better  and  more  economical  than  any  other  mode. 

Izrreraess.        j^  ^^^^  |^g|  explanation  of  my  system  of  management,  I  lay  before  the 

Joseph       Commissioners  a  report  made  by  me  to  a  Committee  of  InTestigation, 

MKeh^Esq.  appointed  by  the  county  of  Inramess  in  1842.    But,  althougli  the  report 

is  dated  in  1842,  the  system  pursned  at  present  is  the  same^  with  very 

little  modification. 

The  cost  of  work  is  increased,  as  wages  are  higher  now  than  at  that 
time.  The  specifications  tfre  drawn  out  in  my  office,  but  the  contracts 
harre  hitherto  been  prepared  in  Edinburgh.    In  futture  this  is  not  to  be  done. 

If  a  re-arrangement  were  to  be  made  over  the  whole  of  Scotland,  I 
think  the  kingdom  might  be  divided  into  six  or  seven  districts,  nese 
districts  should  be  managed  by  a  Board,  elected  by  the  heritors  and 
householders  of  the  several  counties, — say  two  for  each  county,  or  more, 
according  to  the  extent  of  the  county.  This  Board  to  have  a  secretary, 
treasurer,  and  general  surveyor,  and  such  number  of  sub-surveyors  as  the 
w<ork  required. 

The  general  surveyor  ought  to  be  a  qualified  engineer,  capable  of 
maldng  plans  of  bridges,  alterations  of  roads,  and  spec^cations  of  woiks, 
and  sboald  be  paid  such  a  salary  as  to  secure  his  exclusive  services  on  the 
roads.  All  moneys  should  be  paid  by  the  treasurer,  on  the  order  of  the 
general  surveyor. 

The  Board  should,  once  a*year,  issue  a  report  on  the  progress  of  their 
Trust,  specifying  the  improvements  they  have  effected,  the  changes  they 
propose,  etc.,  with  a  detailed  statement  of  accounts,  to  be  handed  in  to 
each  cotmty  for  their  30th  of  April  meeting,  the  amount  for  which  they 
are  to  be  assessed,  and  for  which  snm  they  shall  be  bound  to  assess  at 
that  meeting. 

I  consider,  now  that  general  travelling  is  about  wholly  done  by  railway, 
an  assessment  for  roads,  in  lieu  of  tolls,  would  soon  save  much  money 
throughout  the  country.  I  think  it  would  be  an  advantage  if  tenants, 
paying  a  certain  amount  of  rental,  were  admitted  into  a  share  of  the 
management  of  the  roads.  Every  fkcOity  for  publicity  in  the  transactions 
of  tbe  Board  should  be  given.  This  the  officials  will  find  a  great  ad- 
vantage. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  assessment  should  be  supplemented  by  a  Eght 
tax  on  horses  all  over  the  kingdom, — say  2s.  fid.  to  56.  fisr  agriculturai 
and  draught  horses, — and  say  7s.  fid.  or  10s.  for  gig  and  carriage  horses. 
The  tax  should  be  such  as  to  prevent  no  one  from  keeping  a  hone.  This 
would  lighten  the  general  assessment  on  lands  and  heritages,  and  would 
form  an  independent  fund  to  assist  in  carrying  out  improvements,  n- 
building  bridges,  etc. 


lUrORT  by  Mr  Mitchell  to  W.  Fraser  Tytler«  Esq.,  Convener  of  tbe 

County  of  Invernesa. 

Inverness  lltb  AprS  IdtfL 
Sir, — hi  eompliaBee  with  the  iostmctioas  of  the  Coramiasioiieis,  I  am 
now  prepaied  to  hiv  before  the  committee  siidt  contracts  and  doeiaMBts 
as  may  be  lequwed  for  their  exanuBatioa  into  the  wjgm  andl  manarr 
nwBit  of  the  reads  in  the  county  of  Inverness ;  and  m  order  tiM^tte 
canaMttee  ma^  anderstaftd  foHj  our  system  of  repair,  I  mar  meakMB 
Awttkeroadamthac««styextcBdto52<^Bilea$  andbeti^eatWgcaenl 
dMTge  of  superifttendenee  by  mvsel(  are  wader  the  hoaediale  kMori 
duffga  of  three  inspectars,  who,  although  having  i^toffCB  in  other  o»UBlia% 
are  chiefly  employed  oft  the  roads  in  Innfinasu  shige.  The  roads  sie 
divided  into  three  districts,  for  the  convenience  of  inspection^  viz. : — ^the 


Notes  of  Evidence.  675 

Badenocli  District,  coiDprehending  tbe  Fort  George  Boad,  the  road  from       Coozity 
Inverness  to  tbe  bounosry  of  Perthshire,  and  the  seTeraJ  branch  roads     .     ^^ 
in  Strathspey,  such  as  the  Findhorn  and  Speyside  Road,  Grantown^  and      ^^^™^*^' 
Duthil  Road,  part  of  the  Boleskine  Rood,  the  Inverfarigaig,  and  part  of       Joseph 
the  l<aggan  Road,  the  extent  beinc:  236  nules.  Mitchell,  Esq. 

The  2d  District  eomprehends  all  the  Toads  in  Lochaber,  up  to  Moidart, 
Arasaig,  Arkaig,  and  Locboura,  Glenmoniston  and  Invennorriston, 
measaring  263  miles. 

The  3d  District  consists  of  the  whole  roads  in  Skye,  Glenshiel,  Glenelg, 
and  Kintail,  and  Rheabuie,  measuring  182  miles. 

These  roads  are  repaired  by  contracts  of  three  years ;  and  in  order  that 
the  committee  may  understand  fully  the  mode  of  procedure,  I  shall  ex> 
plain  the  mode  adopted — say  on  tbye  Beauly  Road,  as  an  instance,  when 
out  of  contract. 

The  general  inspector,  with  the  local  inspector,  having  fixed  on  the 
particular  mode  of  repair  to  be  adopted,  which  is  done  in  course  of  their 
ordinary  journeys,  an  estimate  of  the  work  is  framed,  and  the  specification 
drawn  out,  suited  to  the  exigencies  of  the  traffic,  the  nature  of  the  ma- 
terials, and  the  particular  condition  of  the  road.  In  that  specification, 
the  mode  of  repairing  is  described,  and  the  quantity  of  materials  required 
is  stated.  The  work  is  then  advertised  in  the  local  papers ;  and  when 
offers  are  received,  the  general  inspector  submits  these  to  the  convener  of 
tbe  county,  in  terms  of  the  existing  instructions  of  the  county,  bringing 
with  him  his  own  estimate,  and  the  specification  of  work  to  be  done.  In 
almost  all  cases,  the  lowest  offers  have  been  accepted ;  but  if  experienced 
noen,  who  have  been  in  the  employment  of  the  Board  before,  are  higher 
than  new  contractors,  the^  are  generally  offered  a  preference  on  equal 
terms.  The  convener  having  sanctioned  these  offers,  intimation  is  made 
to  the  parties,  and  the  works  are  begun,  and  a  stamped  contract  is  then 
entered  into,  sometimes  with  and  sometimes  without  security,  according 
to  tbe  character  and  respectability  of  the  party.  In  that  contract  the 
payments  are  stipulated  generally  to  be  made  four  times  per  annum,  ac- 
cording to  the  progress  of  the  w<Nrk ;  the  local  inspector  reporting  to  the 
general  inspector  when  a  payment  should  be  made^  at  the  same  time  de- 
scribing the  extent  of  work  done;  on  receiving  tnis  report,  or,  perhaps, 
after  his  own  inspection,  the  general  inspector  reports  to  Mr  Hope,  tne 
cashier  of  the  Commissioners,  the  progress  of  the  work,  and  authorises 
payment  of  the  sum  to  which  the  contractor  is  entitled.  Mr  Hope,  on 
reeeipi  ofthi$,  remits  a  bank  cheque,  or  receipt,  to  the  contractor,  by  which 
he  gets  payment  of  his  instalment,  and  which  forms  to  Mr  Hope  the 
vondier  mr  the  money  he  has  paid.  In  this  way  the  several  instalments 
ore  paid.  During  the  three  years,  with  the  sudden  floods  and  tempestuous 
veather  which  occur  in  this  county,  accidents  occasionally  happen  on  the 
roads^  such  as  a  drain  being  swept  away,  a  breast-wall  coming  down,  or  a 
bridge  being  damaged.  These,  if  of  tnfling  extent,  not  being  included 
in  the  contract  for  ordinary  repairs,  are  as  promptly  as  possible  restored 
or  rebuilt ;  our  great  object  bong,  at  all  times,  to  keep  the  communica- 
tions open,  and  in  as  perfect  a  eondition  as  possible.  When  accidents  of 
tbis  sort  ocemr,  tbe  contnieior  of  the  road  is  generally  employed  to  repair 
the  damage,  and  the  general  or  local  inspector,  as  may  happen,  measures 
and  values  the  work,  a  detailed  estimate  of  which  is  sent  to  Mr  Hope» 
with  an  order  for  payment.  Sometimes  these  damages  are  repaired  by 
da^a  wages,  but,  generally,  by  measQienaent  and  valuation. 

When  a  contractor  cannot  be  iomid  to  undertake  the  repairs  of  a  par- 
tienhir  road ;  or  when,  from  the  nature  of  these  repairs,  it  is  found  that 
they  cannot  be  satisfiictorily  specified,  the  work  is  done  by  day's  wages. 
hi  this  case  aa  experienced  foreman  is  put  over  the  narty  of  men  on  the 
Eoad,  vhose  duty  is  to  coudnet  tbe  w<ttk  aad  keep  the  men'a  time.    At 
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County       the  end  of  each  month  he  hands  to  the  local  inspector  a  time  bill  of  the 
In  J^^  ™^^  employed,  with  a  note  of  the  progress  of  the  work.    This  is  trans- 

Tjiiefls.  Qjjtted  to  the  general  inspector,  who  examines  and  cheques  the  aoooont, 
Jofiepfa  Aiid  orders  payment.  Mr  Hope  transmits  this  payment  to  the  local  in- 
Mitchell,  Esq.  spector,  who  settles  with  the  men,  and  takes  discharges  from  each»  certi- 
fying the  dischaiged  account ;  it  is  then  handed  to  the  general  inspector, 
who  again  examines  and  cheques  it,  and  transmits  it  to  the  casnier  in 
Edinburgh,  who  examines  and  cheques  it,  and  retains  it  with  the  Toucher 
of  the  payment  made. 

This  relates  to  the  ordinary  repairs  of  the  roads.  Where  there  are 
alterations  of  roads,  new  bridges,  or  any  stated  work  of  importance,  a 
separate  contract  is  entered  into — the  pUns,  specifications,  and  estimates 
having  been  prepared  by  the  general  inspector. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  load  inspector  to  be  constantly  on  the  roads, 
watching  the  pr(^;re8s  of  the  repairs  throughout  his  district ;  and,  on  an 
average,  he  reports  once  a-week  where  he  is,  what  he  is  about,  to  the 
general  inspector,  and  once  ^-fortnight  he  transmits  a  printed  return  or 
journal  of  nis  proceedings,  showing  where  he  is,  and  exhibiting  a  general 
view  of  the  progress  of  repairs  throughout  his  district.    The  general  in- 
spector is  in  constant  communication  with  the  local  inspectors,  instruct- 
ing them  in  regard  to  any  matter  that  may  occur,  and,  by  the  fortnightly 
returns,  which  are  sent  to  his  office,  he  is  cognizant,  at  all  times,  of  the 
progress  of  the  works  in  the  seven  ooimties  over  which  his  charge  extends. 
These  statements  of  the  local  inspectors,  he  is  enabled  to  compare,  in  the 
course  of  his  joumejrs>  with  the  actual  state  of  the  works,  by  which  means 
the  possibility  of  misrepresentation  is  prevented.    The  journeys  of  either 
general  or  local  inspectors  are  not  made  at  any  fixed  periods,  but  are 
taken  as  circumstances  require.    In  the  course  of  the  summer,  the  mate- 
rials specified  for  the  roads  are  prepared.    The  local  inspector  examines 
and  measures  those  materials,  and  transmits  a  book,  containing  these 
measurements,  to  his  office.    It  is  there  examined  and  chequed,  and  com- 
pared with  the  quantities  stipulated  in  the  specification ;  and  the  general 
inspector,  on  his  subsequent  journey,  compares  the  measurement  con- 
tained in  this  book  with  the  different  heaps  of  materials  along  the  sides 
of  the  roads.     In  October,  November,  and  December  the  materials  are 
applied,  and  generally  become  consolidated  before  the  ensuing  spring. 
From  the  above,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  specifications  are  fram^  to  suit 
the  exigencies  and  traffic  of  the  road,  according  to  the  skill  and  judgment 
of  the  surveyor ;  and  the  condition  of  the  road  may  be  held,  in  some  de- 
gree, to  be  an  indication  of  his  skill  and  knowledge.     The  lowest  offers 
are  almost  always  taken,  and  these  offers  are  submitted  to  the  inspection 
of  the  convener  of  the  county.    It  is  then  the  duty  of  the  inspectors  to  see 
that  the  contracts  are  satisfactorily  implemented;  and  the  system  of 
superintendence  and  inspection  above  described,  secures  this  very  rigidly, 
the  payments  being  all  made  directly  to  the  contractor  by  the  cashier  m 
Edinburgh. 

The  practical  result  of  these  arrangements  has  been,  in  my  humble 
judgment,  to  secure  to  the  county  of  Inverness  the  repairs  and  improve^ 
ments  executed  on  the  roads  at  the  lowest  possible  market  price ;  and  the 
acknowledged  good  condition  of  these  roads,  in  the  remotest  parts  of  the 
county,  show  that  no  particular  line  is  neglected. 

Indeed,  so  convinced  are  the  public  that  this  is  the  case,  and  that  the  I 
system  of  repair  and  management  adopted  by  the  Gommissionav  is  ap- 
proved of,  that  I  have  been  employed  extensively  in  several  of  the  a^joio' 
ing  counties  to  introduce  the  same  system  as  that  adopted  in  the  Highlands. 
The  county  of  Moray  seemed  to  approve  so  much  of  our  mode  of  repair, 
that,  some  years  since,  they  would  not  appoint  their  present  surveyor 
until  he  at  first  placed  himself  under  mj  tuition ;  and,  for  the  last  roar 
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yean,  tbefle  roads  have  been  repaired  after  the  manner  praeiited  in      County 

Inverness-shire.  inwamftM 

The  District  Tmstees  of  Easter  Ross  have  put  their  roads  under  our     "*  w™»»- 
sjstem  of  management,  with  acknowledged  benefit ;  and  the  county  of       Joseph  ' 
Caithness,  after  trying  the  management  of  Mr  Macadam,  and,  before  and  MitchelJ,  Esq. 
subsequently,  the  management  of  local  surveyors,  four  years  since,  neti- 
tioned  the  Commissioners  to  take  charge  of  the  whole  district  roads  of 
the  county  (137  miles),  assessed  tliemselves  in  L.8,000  for  their  improve- 
ment, and  obtained  an  Act  to  empower  them  to  enter  into  this  arrange- 
ment, which  has  now  been  enforced  for  three  years  with  acknowledged 
benefit ;  and  the  county  of  Argyll,  last  year,  were  pleased  to  present  me 
*  *  with  an  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  for  the  suggestions  that  I  had  afforded 
them  in  regard  to  their  roads. 

The  bad  Itate  of  the  roads  in  the  county  of  Aberdeen  has  long  been  a 
subject  notorious  to  the  travelling  public,  and  I  examined  them^  and  fur*^ 
nished  to  the  county  a  scheme  far  their  improvement. 

It  will  be  seen  that,  besides  the  acknowledged  good  condition  of  tlie^ 
roads  of  Inverness-shire,  they  will  bear  comparison,  in  point  of  economy, , 
with  any  throughout  the  kmgdom.     The  average  rate,  per  mile  per  - 
annum,  for  ordinary  repairs,  during  the  last  five  years,  is        L.6    8    6 
The  average  annual  expense,  per  mile,  including  bridges, 

improvements,  and  extra  repairs,  is       .  7 .  8    d  ' 

The  average  expense  of  the  thirteen  adjoining  turnpike 

roads  in  Perthshire,  for  the  last  three  years,  is  20  13  11 ' 

And  for  repairs  and  improvements,  per  nule,         .  .        26  18    4  ^ 

The  average  expense  of  repairs  in  Nairnshire  is    .  7    5    6^ 

per  mile ;  but  in  winter  you  are  aware  that  this  road  is  wet  and  rutted,, . 
arising  from  the  imperfect  material  employed. 

The  average  rate  oi  expenditure  in  the  county  of  Aberdeen,  for  ordinary 
repairs,  is,  per  mile,  .    L.15    6    2} 

For  the  Cupar  District  of  the  county  of  Fife, 
For  the  county  of  Haddington, 
For  the  county  of  Edinburgh, 
For  extraordinary  repairs, 

And  for  repairs  and  extra  work  for  the  county  of  Moray,  14  16  10^ 

The  expense  of  repairs  on  the  district  roads  in  the  county  of  Inverness 
is  L.d»  148.  9d.  per  mile,  and  for  repairs  and  improvements,  L.9, 15s.  2d., 
while  you  are  aware  that,  on  one-half  of  these  roads,  it  is  impossible  to 
trot,  from  their  very  imperfect  condition. 

In  respect  of  management,  upon  which,  I  presume,  the  county  will  not 
enter,  as  the  Qovemment  pay  the  whole  expenses  both  of  superintendence 
and  law ;  but  as  I  am  desirous  that  they  should  see  that,  even  in  this  de- 
partment, we  stand  in  a  fiivourable  view,  comparatively  with  other  places,  I 
may  make  some  explanations  in  detail  for  the  mformation  of  the  committee. 
Lideed,  the  management  and  superintendence  of  the  Highland  roads 
ought  to  be  comparatively  more  expensive  than  those  in  the  low  country, 
as  the  degree  or  expense  of  inspection  is  not  regulated  well  by  the  ex- 
penditure on  the  rciad — an  inferior  line  requiring  the  same  trouble  and 
expense  of  superintendence  as  an  expensive  line ;  with  the  same  staff  of 
surveyors,  and  with  the  same  amount  of  travelling  charges,  double  the 
value  in  amount  of  work  might  be  superintended.  Thus,  the  expendi- 
ture for  management  in  the  county  of  Inverness  was  not  increased  during 
the  time  the  Slochmuicht  improvement  was  in  progress,  althoogh  the 
total  expenditure  in  the  county  was  nearly  triple  that  in  any  other  year. 

The  staff  of  surveyors  consists  of  six,  with  two  assistants,  in  Caithness. 
The  salaries  of  the  six,  including  travelling  charges,  average  about  L.186 
per  annum ;  each  has  about  200  miles  of  road  to  superintend ;  and,  if  the 
expense  of  travelling  and  keep  of  horse  is  deducted,  their  actual  pay  will  not 
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^^  Goonty       much  exceed  L.40  or  L.50  per  annum-^a  salar j  not  verj  great  for  aa  ex- 
r*      of  perienced  tradesman  of  probity  and  good  conduct,  requiring  to  be  pos- 

jnTernesB.     g^gg^^  ^f  superior  education.    Indeed,  sndi  is  the  hard  duty  they  have  to 
Joseph       perform,  that  no  less  than  fowr  hare  resigned  their  offices  since  1  have 
MItcheU,  Esq.  had  diarge  <vf  the  Highland  roads.    The  sakry  of  the  two  Caithness  as- 
sistants is  L.50  x>er  annum. 

Mt  own  sakry,  as  seen  by  the  printed  accounts,  is  L.250  per  annum, 
for  tbe  superintendence  and  management  of  the  leading  roads  and  bridges 
in  the  seren  northern  counties,  extending  to  1,265}  miles ;  tbe  traYellmg 
i^hnrances  are,  in  a  great  measure,  exhausted  in  the  expense  of  traveUiDg, 
coach  hire,  and  keep  of  horses. 

The  general  survey]!^  for  the  county  of  Edinbuigh  has  L.500  a-year  for  • 
the  performance  of  his  duties ;  and  lus  chai^ge  is  so  comaentrated  that  he 
neea  not  be  a  single  night  from  home.  ^ 

The  expense  of  law  and  financial  department  has  been  a  good  deal  in- 
creased of  late  years,  in  oonsequenee  of  the  counties  desiring  that  tbe  eon- 
tnets  should  be  thrown  open  to  oompetition.  This  renderod  it  necessary, 
instead  of  the  fiormer  prmted  mtssiye,  whidi  was  entered  into  bjr  contne- 
tors,  to  have  regular  legal  contracts ;  but,  so  admirably  has  this  depart- 
ment been  conducted,  that,  notwithstandhig  the  variety  of  persons  with 
whom  agreements  and  transactions  hare  been  made,  and  the  vmriety  of 
interests  affected,  over  so  extensive  a  charge,  that,  dimng  the  forty  years 
tbe  Commissioners  have  had  the  msnagement  <^  the  roads  in  the  High- 
lands, 1  am  not  aware  that  they  were  involved  in  a  singk  kwsuit,  except 
one  about  a  gravel-pit  in  this  neighbourhood,  and  in  which  affiiir  the 
Commissioners  succeeded. 

With  thu  explanation,  I  proceed  to  show  the  comparative  expense  of 
management  per  mile  in  Invemess-shire  with  that  of  other  counties  in 
Eootkud,  of  which  I  hare  obtained  information : — 

Per  Mila,  Bir  Aanin. 

The  expense  of  surveyors,  derk,  and  cashier  on  the 

Nairnidiire  Turnpike  is        .  L.3  13    3 

The  expense  of  do.  in  Aberdeenshire  is  .  .  2     7  10 

There  are   no    surveyors  in  Aberdeenshire ;    the 
superintendence  is  conducted  by  worldng  over- 
seers, under  the  direction  of  the  clerks. 
The  Cupar  District,  in  Fifeshire,  is     .  3  115 

The  expense  in  the  county  of  Haddington,  3  13    8 

The  expense  in  the  coimty  of  Edinburgh,        .  .  8     4    8 

The  expense  of  thirteen  Trusts  in  Perthshire,  adj<un* 

ing  the  county  of  Inverness,  is  .  5    2    3 

The  expense  of  Glasgow  and  Carlisk  Boad,    .  6    0    0 

And  the  expense  of  uie  Morayshire  Boads,  3    0    3( 

The  expense  of  the  district  roads  of  the  county  of  Inverness  is  L.l,  146. 
lOd.  per  mile  per  annum  ;  and  if  to  this  k  added  salaries  for  two  or  three 
surveyors,  as  recommended  by  a  committee  of  the  counter  (L.302),  will  be 
L.2, 148.  lOd.  The  expense  of  management  and  supenntendence  of  the 
parliamentary  roads,  including  contracts,  advertising,  and  every  outky,i8 
L.1, 168.  4d.  per  mile  per  annum. 

I  think  it  will  be  now  apparent,  from  the  above  explanations,  that  the 
roads  and  bridges  of  the  county  are  maintained  and  repaired,  in  an  im- 
proved and  improving  condition,  at  a  less  expense  than  any  other  roads 
throughout  Scotknd,  that  I  am  aware  of ;  and  that  the  managementy 
complete  'and  efficient  as  I  believe  its  machinery  to  be^  is  al^  more 
economical  than  in  any  other  part  of  Scotland.  I(  however,  the  com- 
mittee  can  point  out  any  other  mode  by  which  the  system  of  repair  and 
improvement  can  be  more  effidentiy  done,  at  less  expense,  tbey  shall 
have  my  cordial  assistance  to  cany  it  into  effect. — ^I  have,  etc. 
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XXVn,  COUNTY  OF  ROSS  AND  CROMAETY. 


IwmmmB,  Tmsday^  6th  Jufy  1859. 


MEMBBBS  PRE8SKT. 

Waiiam  Smjthe,  Esq.  |  Sir  Andrew  Orr. 

MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


-■  County     *' 

of 
No.  I.  Georffe  Cameron^  Esq.,  Examined : —  Roes  and 

Cromarty. 

I  am  Sheriff-substitute  of  Ross  and  Cromarty,  and  liave  held  that       Qtorge 
office  for  21  years.   ^  ^  Cameron,  Esq. 

The  main  roads  In  Ross^shire  are  under  the  chai^g^e  of  the  Conunls- 
sioners  of  Highland  Roads  and  Bridges.  There  are  only  six  tolls  al- 
together upon  these.  I  would  say  that  the  revenue  taken  at  these  tolls 
was  derived  chiefly  from  parties  resident  in  the  coonty.  These  tolls  were 
imposed  at  the  request  of  the  county,  with  a  view  to  alleviate  the  burden 
of  the  assessment. 

The  Statute  Labour  Roads  in  the  county  are  pretty  well  maintained. 

There  has  been  no  complaint  of  the  burden  of  tolls  in  Ross-shire,  and 
no  movement  in  the  county  on  the  sul^'ect  of  the  abolition  of  tolls. 

The  principal  road  in  Dingwall  is  maintained  by  the  Parliamentaxy 
Conmiissioners. 

It  might  be,  that  it  would  be  thought  desirable  to  place  the  statute 
labour  roads  under  the  same  system  of  management  as  the  other  roads  in 
the  county ;  but  I  have  not  considered  the  subject  so  as  to  express  an 
opinion  upon  it.  My  belief  generally  is,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Ross- 
snire  are  so  thoroughly  satisfied  with  the  present  state  of  things,  especially 
AS  regards  the  parUamentary  lines,  that  they  desire  no  change. 

In  my  judicial  capacity,  I  have  very  seldom  had  any  questions  brought 
before  me  relating  to  tolls  or  roads.  Minor  questions  about  roads  oome 
before  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  sometimes,  but  nothing  of  any  con- 
aeouence. 

The  abolition  of  tolls  might  be  desirable,  but  I  have  not  been  able  to 
see  any  substitute  that  would  be  less  exceptionable. 

I  think  that  the  present  excellence  of  our  parliamentary  roads  is  mainly 
owii^  to  their  being  under  the  superintendence  of  skilful  and  experienced 
persons,  and  to  the  liberality  of  their  remuneration. 
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County 

J.  ^    ^  Invemes$9  Wednetdc^^  Qth  July  1859. 

Cronuirty. 

MEMBEBS  PBESENT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.  |  Sir  Andrew  Oxr. 

MB  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  II.  George  Mackenzie^  Esq.,  Dingwall,  Examined : — 

George  Mac-  I  am  Clerk  of  Supply  of  the  counties  of  Boss  and  Cromarty,  as  well  as 
kenzie,  Esq.  General  Clerk  of  the  Roods,  The  existing  Statute  Labour  Act  was  passed 
in  1847,  which  is  a  continuance  of  former  Acts  passed  in  1807  and  1825. 
The  Trustees  under  the  Act  are  persons  possessing  property  valued  at 
L.lOO  Scots,  with  certain  ex  ojficio  Trustees.  We  have  one  general 
annual  meeting  in  October,  and  two  meetings  of  district  Trustees. 

The  county  is  divided  by  the  Act  into  12  districts;  but  these  are  now 
increased  to  14.     The  5th  having  been  divided  into  three. 

The  9th  or  Lewis  District  differs  in  some  degree  firom  the  others; 
but  there  are  district  clerks  for  all  the  other  districts.  Thej  make 
annual  reports  to  the  general  meeting  in  October,  and  send  in  a  state- 
ment of  their  accounts  to  the  general  Trustees.  The  assessment  is 
limited  by  the  Act  to  Is.  on  the  L.l  Scots. 

The  rate  of  assessment  varies  in  the  different  districts,  some  being  as 
low  as  2d.,  whilst  several  are  at  the  maximum.  There  are  no  tolls  ex- 
cept on  the  parliamentary  roads. 

The  burghs  of  Dingwall,  Tain,  Fortrose,  and  Cromarty,  each  contribute 
a  fixed  sum  to  the  assessment  in  the  district  to  which  they  respectively 
belong. 

The  assessment,  both  in  the  landward  districts  and  the  burghs,  is  levied 
on  the  proprietors ;  but  in  Stomoway  it  is  (under  a  special  provision) 
levied  on  the  occupiers  of  houses.  The  proprietors  in  the  coimty  have  no 
power  to  recover  Irom  the  occupants.  Under  the  former  Act  they  bad 
thepower  of  recovering  to  an  extent  of  not  more  than  3d.  per  £. 

We  have  one  collector  for  all  the  districts  in  the  county.  He  is  paid 
2  per  cent.  Each  district  has  a  surveyor  for  itself.  There  is  no  general 
surveyor  for  all  the  districts. 

I  am  myself  clerk  to  four  of  the  districts,  which  are  all  under  the 
same  surveyor.  He  is  appointed  separately  by  each.  I  believe  he  has 
also  other  districts.  ^ 

From  two  of  the  districts  he  receives  L.10  each,  from  another  L.15, 
and  from  another  L.4.  These  districts  all  lie  together;  but  extend  over 
a  large  area, — ^from  the  east  coast  to  the  west. 

In  two  of  these  districts  the  rate  is  the  same,  being  the  maximum. 

The  four  districts  formerly  formed  but  one  district,  but  they  were  sub- 
divided as  being  considered  too  extensive. 

^ir  Bussell,  our  surveyor,  is  also  sub-inspector  for  parliamentary  roads 
in  Ross-shire. 

I  have  nothing  to  do  with  tolls  in  the  county,  which  are  levied  entirely 
on  the  parliamentary  roads. 

We  nave  no  difficulty  in  procuring  a  quorum  of  resident  district 
Trustees. 

The  assessment  for  parHamentaiy  roads  is  levied  on  the  New  Valua- 
tion Roll. 

Some  of  the  statute  labour  districts  have  debt,  but  not  to  any  great 
extent.     It  is  chargeable  upon  the  assessment  under  the  Act 

I  think  it  would  be  desirable  that  the  assessment  shonld  be  leviable  od 
the  real  rent,  instead  of  the  old  valued  rent,  as  at  present. 
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County 
No.  ni.  WUUam  Hugh  Murray,  Esq.  of  Geanies,  Exfunined :—  Ko«  and 

0"  I  mm  Sheriff-substitute  at  Tain,  and  a  landed  proprietor  in  the  county     Cromarty. 
of  Ross,  in  the  Easter  Ross  District.    I  attend  the  district  meetings  of    William  U. 
Road  Trustees.    Easter  Ross  is  divided  into  three  districts  of  three  Murray,  Esq. 
parishes  each,  bein^  the  Isf,  2d^  and  Zd  DittricU  under  the  Act.     The 
rate  of  assessment  is  not,  I  believe,  the  same  in  all  the  three  districts ;  but 
1  do  not  believe  it  varies  very  much.  We  have  the  same  surveyor,  but  three 
different  clerks.    The  clerk  of  the  Ist  District  receives  L.IO.     The  only 
duty  of  the  clerk  is  to  keep  the  minutes  and  accounts,  and  conduct  the 
correspondence. 

I  am  very  strongly  of  opinion  that  the  assessment  should  be  raised  on 
the  real  rent,  under  the  New  Valuation  Roll. 

I  think,  in  regard  to  Easter  Ross,  it  would  be  much  better  if  the  whole 
district  were  united  into  one,  and  the  whole  roads,  both  parliamentary  and 
statute  labour,  placed  under  one  management.  But  if  the  parliamentary 
•  roads  are  continued  on  their  present  footlog,  I  think  the  three  districts 
should  remain  as  they  are,  as  it  would  not  be  worth  while  to  disturb  the 
arrangements. 

The  present  parliamentary  road  is  partly  of  common  benefit  to  the 
whole  of  Easter  Ross, — as  that  part  of  it  which  lies  between  Invergordon 
and  Tain,  and  perhaps  as  far  as  the  Meikle  Ferry,  is  the  main  line  be- 
tween the  shipping  places  and  the  market  town  of  the  district,  and 
ought  to  be  mamtained  as  it  now  is.  It  requires  to  be  maintained  at 
greater  expense  than  the  ordinary  district  roads. 

The  part  of  the  road  between  Meikle  Ferry  and  Bonar  Bridge  is  little 
more  than  a  district  road  ;  and  the  part  of  the  road  over  the  Hill  of  Ar- 
dross  is  more  available  for  the  traffic  from  Sutherland  and  Caithness- 
shire,  which  chiefly  consists  of  cattle  and  sheep,  than  for  Ross-shire.  I 
do  not  think  that  either  of  these  portions  need  be  maintained  in  the 
same  expensive  way  as  at  present. 

The  parliamentary  roads  are  at  present  kept  in  a  superior  way  to  the 
statute  labour  roads ;  but  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  latter  arc  not 
perfectly  sufficient,  so  far  as  relates  to  Easter  Ross. 

None  of  the  tenants  pay  any  part  of  the  assessment,  and  they  have  no 
voice  in  the  management. 

I  do  not  see  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  alter  our  present  system  in 
this  respect,  because  I  believe  the  tenant  calculates  on  relief  from  such 
assessment  in  making  an  offer  for  his  farm. 

I  am  not  in  favour  of  an  assessment  on  horses ;  and  I  think,  on  the 
whole,  that  the  fairest  way  of  maintaining  the  roads  in  a  district  so  ex- 
dudvely  arable  and  pastoral,  without  any  manufactures  or  minerals,  is 
by  an  assessment  on  land. 

The  main  street  of  Tain  forms  part  of  the  parliamentary  road,  but  the 
bye  streets  are  upheld  out  of  the  common  good  of  the  town,  except, 
perhaps,  one  or  two  streets,  which  are  in  connection  with  statute  labour 
roads. 

In  the  \a  Ditirietj  in  which  I  reside,  we  have  generally  had  a  surplus 
fiind.  Previous  to  1850,  there  existed  a  debt  which  had  been  incurred  in 
making  new  roads,  which  was  gradually  paid  off;  and  we  now  occasionally 
make  short  pieces  of  new  road  out  of  our  surplus  funds. 

We  have  39  miles  of  road  in  the  district,  and  the  ordmary  expense  of 
maintenance  and  management  I  calculate  at  L.240.  We  contract  for  the 
roads  at  a  rate  of  L.5,  6s.  8d.  per  mile.    The  contract  is  for  three  vears. 

Our  roads  are  at  present  mamtained  in  an  efficient  state— much  better 
than  the  ordinary  parish  roads  in  the  county  of  Edinburgh. 

I  am  aware  that  the  whole  statute  labour  roads  in  Sutherlandshire  form 
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CouBij  one  district ;  but  I  would  object  to  the  same  system  being[  carried  out  in 

itii^anA  Ross-shire,  which  I  think  is  verj  differently  situated.    I  think  such  a  ocm- 

^^1^!^^  solidation  would  impose  an  undue  burden  on  Easter  Ross,  vhich  b 

entirely  arable,  and  differs  in  its  character  firom  the  western  portioii  of 

William  H.    the  county. 
Marray,  Esq. 


No.  IV.  James  FaUxmer  QiHanders^  Esq.  of  Highfidd,  Examined:^ 

James  F.  Gil-  I  am  a  proprietor  in  the  county  of  Ross,  and  hare  long  been  residat 
landers,  Esq.  jn  the  county,  and  have  taken  an  active  share  in  county  bosmess.  I  tX- 
tend  the  district  road  meetings.  I  am  principally  connected  with  the  7A 
District.  Our  assessment  is  now  6d.,  but  it  has  been  at  the  maximum  of 
Is.  per  £  Scots.  We  had  recourse  to  the  maximum  assessment  when  le 
had  new  roads  to  make.  I  should  say  that  nearly  all  the  necessary  ros<k 
throughout  the  county  are  now  made,  and  all  such  in  our  district. 

I  consider  the  present  rate  of  assessment  will  be  suffident  to  keep  our 
roads.  Wester  Ross  is  peculiarly  situated,  as  compared  with  Easter  Roo, 
being  intersected  by  considerable  rivers,  over  which  we  have  woods 
bridges  in  the  7th  and  10th  Districts.  These  cannot  last  long  withont 
being  renewed,  and  will  entail  considerable  expense.  The  thorooghftie 
on  this  road  and  across  these  bridges  is  very  great — greater  than  upon 
the  parliamentary  road,  on  which  there  is  a  stone  bridge  over  the  Conon. 
In  our  present  position,  we  have  no  means  of  raising  funds  in  the  event  of 
these  bridges  being  swept  away.  The  great  error  arose  from  our  not 
taking  power  under  onr  Act  to  impose  a  toll.  Under  our  present  Act, 
there  is  no  power  to  impose  tolls.  I  think  we  should  have  such  a  power. 
We  would  only  place  them  where  the^  would  be  likely  to  pay. 

I  am  not  at  all  in  favour  of  abolishing  tolls.  I  think  we  owe  our  good 
roads  to  them.  If  the  tenantry  have  a  good  road,  thev  do  not  complaui 
of  tolls.  It  is  quite  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  the  toUs  are  paid  in  this 
countfcy  by  the  inhabitants.  A  large  proportion  of  the  revenue  arises 
from  strangers  passing  through  the  country. 

I  think  it  would  be  desurable  to  unite  the  whole  roads,  both  parfiament* 
ary  and  statute  labour,  under  one  system  of  management.  I  would 
have  a  rearrangement  of  the  present  districts,  making  some  larger  and 
others  smaller.  I  do  not  think  that  the  parishes  should  be  the  guide  in 
fixing  the  limits  of  the  districts. 

The  system  of  maintaining  the  roads  under  the  Pariiamentaiy  Oonimi9> 
sioners  produces  excellent  results. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  raise  the  assessment  on 
the  real  rent,  instead  of  the  valued  rent.  In  Wester  Ross  it  is  a  common 
practice  for  the  tenants  to  pay  one-half  of  the  assessment,  such  a  stipula- 
tion being  inserted  in  the  leases  ;  and  I  can  see  no  objection  to  tenants 
being  rated  as  well  as  proprietors.  If  they  were  rated,  I  would  allow 
them  a  voice  in  the  management ;  but  I  would  require  a  qualification  not 
under  L.200  a-year  of  rent. 


No.  V.  Bcbm  Bruce  ^neae  M'Leod^  Esq.  of  CadboU,  Examined  :— 

R.  B.   ^neas     I  am  a  proprietor  in  the  county  of  Ross,  and  have  taken  an  interest  in 
M*Leod,  Esq.  the  management  of  roads  in  the  county.    I  am  strongly  of  opinion  that 
the  present  system  of  districts  in  the  county  should  be  continued*  as  beiq^ 
preferable  to  the  system  of  uniting  the  whole  into  one. 
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I  do  not  say  that  there  might  not  be  some  re-arrangement  made ;  but       Coiraty 
upon  that  I  do  not  express  an  opinion.  »   ^^  -wi 

I  do  not  think  that,  even  if  a  general  surveyor  were  appointed  for  the     cr^^^ 

county,  this  would  have  the  effect  of  preventing  combinations  for  indivi-         ^' 

dual  interests,  nor  do  I  think  that  economy  would  arise  from  such  a  con-  R.  b.   ^neas 
«olidation.     We  have  one  surveyor  for  the  three  districts  of  Easter  Boss, .  M^Ijeod,  Ksq. 
who  receives  L.50  per  annum.    We  have  100  miles  of  road,  which  are  all 
maintained  by  contract.    He  is  bound  to  make  two  reports  annually,  and 
to  attend  to  anything  when  he  is  called  upon  ;  but  he  has  other  business 
as  a  professional  engineer. 

I  am  not  in  £Eivour  of  admitting  tenants  into  the  management.  I  con- 
mder  the  roads  a  permanent  benefit  to  the  properties,  and  I  think  the 
proprietors  should  not  only  make  the  roads,  but  also  maintain  them. 

I  would  be  quite  in  favour  of  placing  the  assessment  on  the  real  rent 
instead  of  the  valued  rent.  This  ought  to  be  the  basis  of  all  local  assess- 
ments. 

Instead  of  increasing  the  districts,  I  think  it  would  be  better,  in  some 
cases,  to  confine  the  maintenance  of  certain  roads  to  the  parishes  in  which 
they  are ;  and  if  this  were  done,  I  would  limit  the  funds  in  each  parish  to 
the  roads  in  that  parish. 

I  consider  that  our  present  Act  is  defective,  as  it  does  not  make  suffi- 
cient provision  for  making  new  roads,  and  borrowing  money  for  this 
purpose. 

With  regard  to  the  parliamentary  roads,  I  have  only  to  state  xny  opi- 
nion that  they  are  admirably  kept ;  but  I  am  not  possessed  of  sufficient 
data  to  judge  as  to  the  expense  of  management. 

I  do  not  think  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  any  tolls  put  on  the  dis- 
trict roads.  I  think  the  tolls  on  the  parliamentary  roads  stand  in  a  differ- 
ent position.  I  know  that  many  of  the  crofters  would  object  very  much 
to  tolls.    They  go  sometimes  miles  round  to  escape  them. 

With  the  exception  of  what  I  have  already  stated,  I  am  quite  satisfied 
with  the  present  state  of  things. 


No.  VI.  Sir  Kenneth  Stewart  Mackenzie  of  Ganrlodi,  Bart.,  Examined  : — 

I  am  convener  of  the  county  of  Ross,  and  am  generally  resident  in  the  Sir  K.  S.  Mac- 
county.  My  property  is  situated  principally  in  the  6M  District.  The  kenzic,  Bart. 
rate  of  assessment  is  the  maximum.  There  is  a  heavy  debt  on  the  dis- 
trict, amounting  to  about  L.  1,600.  We  are  able  to  maintain  our  roads 
and  pay  interest  on  the  debt,  but  we  are  not  able  to  pay  off  much  of  the 
debt.  The  debt  was  incurred  entirely  for  making  roads  in  conjunction 
with  the  Highland  Destitution  Committee. 

There  has  been  no  movement  in  the  district  towards  payment  of  the 
debt. 

We  have  a  surreyor,  who  is  not  rerident  in  the  district.  He  is  the 
same  who  has  the  parliamentary  roads.  He  arranges  all  the  contracts, 
and  he  recommends  to  the  general  meeting  the  sums  to  be  expended  on 
the  different  roads;  and  his  recommendations  are  generally  adopted. 
Our  last  contract  was  for  three  years.  He  visits  and  inspects  the  roads, 
when  he  thinks  it  necessary — probably  four  or  five  times  a  year.  His 
duty  is  to  see  what  works  are  required,  and  how  the  contractors  have  exe- 
cuted them,  and  he  gives  orders  for  payment. 

I  think  our  present  Act  is  a  very  good  one,  so  far  as  it  goes ;  but  1 
would  have  one  general  surveyor  appointed  for  the  whole  county. 

I  do  not  think  it  would  be  popular  to  consolidate  the  districts  more 
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;•     County       than  at  preseat,  although  it  might  be  beneficial  to  the  Highland  parts  of 
<>^  the  county. 

Roasand         g^  ^^  ^^^  proxies  arc  available  ;  so  that  one  individual  with  two 

^'     proxies  constitutes  a  board. 

Sir  K.  S.  Mac-     If  the  tenants  arc  to  be  called  on  to  contribute  to  the  maintenance  of 
kenzie,  Bart,  the  roads,  I  think  they  ought  to  have  a  voice  in  the  management. 

I  think  the  great  lines  of  communication  should  be  maintained  by  the 
county  generally.  With  two  exceptions,  they  are  so  maintained  in  this 
county  at  present.  1  do  not  see  that  there  is  any  objection  to  banng 
one  system  of  management  for  these  great  lines  of  road,  and  another  for 
roads  of  a  less  public  character. 

Tolls  of  tliemselves  would  be  insufficient,  in  this  county,  to  keep  up 
the  roads,  and  I  prefer  the  combined  system  of  tolls  and  assessment. 

I  consider  that  Lord  Elcho's  plan,  of  an  assessment  raised  partly  on 
horses,  would  be  fair  enough,  if  you  could  have  a  classification  of  horses  ; 
and  the  effect  of  the  present  system  of  tolls  is  virtually  to  make  such  a 
classification,  because  the  horses  which  are  most  upon  the  road  pay  the 
largest  sum  in  tolls. 


No.  VII.  Mr  Levns  BusseU,  Examined : — 


Mr  L.  Bnssell.  I  &n^  &  sub-inspector,  under  Mr  Mitchell,  of  Highland  Roads  and  Bridges;. 
'My  district  comprises  the  principal  portion  of  the  county  of  Ross  and 
part  of  the  county  of  Sutherland — in  all,  206  miles.  I  am  also  surveyor 
for  some  of  the  statute  labour  districts  in  Ross-shire,  extending  tu  46 
miles,  in  the  7th  and  10th  Districts.  All  of  these  I  superintend 
personally.  I  also  take  a  superintendence  of  part  of  the  roads  in  the 
Oairloch  District ;  but  there  is  a  resident  assistant,  who  takes  the  con- 
stant charge. 

The  system  we  follow  is  to  keep  the  roads  in  repair  by  contracts.  We 
have  tried  many  experiments,  and  have  found  this  to  be  the  best  way,  un- 
less we  were  to  employ  a  great  number  of  surveyors. 

I  have  had  experience  in  other  counties,  chiefly  in  the  Highland  dis- 
tricts. I  think  the  system  of  contracts  is  the  best  in  all  districts,  whether 
Highland  or  Lowland.  I  have  observed  that,  in  those  places  where  the 
i*oads  were  maintained  by  day^s  wages,  that  the  men  did  not  work  so  well 
as  under  the  system  of  contracting.  Under  the  system  of  contracts, 
wherever  I  have  been,  under  Mr  Mitchell,  we  first  value  the  works  minutely; 
these  valuations  are  revised  by  Mr  Mitchell.  We  then  advertise  for  con- 
tracts in  terms  of  specifications ;  and  if  we  do  not  get  an  offer  lower  than 
our  estimate,  or  if  no  offer  at  all  is  received,  we  give  the  former  contractor 
the  offer  of  it  at  our  estimate.  We  generally  find  the  contractors  come 
very  near  the  amount  of  our  estimates,  and  we  frequently  renew  the  oonr 
tnicts  with  the  same  individuals.  Some  contractors  have  contracted  for 
the  same  portion  of  road  for  the  last  twenty  years. 

We  divide  the  contracts  in  sections  of  such  size  as  a  man  is  able  to 
superintend  himself,  making  the  districts  as  compact  as  possible. 

In  some  cases,  when  a  man  takes  a  large  contract,  he  does  not  work  as 
a  labourer  himself.  Our  largest  range  in  Ross-shire  is  23  miles ;  but  the 
Tongue  Road,  in  Sutherlandshire,  which  is  40  miles,  is  also  taken  by  one 
contractor.  The  smallest  contract  we  have  is  for  15  miles.  All  our  con- 
tracts are  for  three  years. 

In  a  large  contract,  extending  to,  say,  23  miles,  the  contractor  him- 
self acts  as  the  foreman  over  the  men,  and  sees  that  they  do  their  work. 

In  consequence  of  the  great  extent  between  the  two  extremities  of  the 
roads  under  my  charge  (about  162  imles),  I  find  I  have  a  quite  sufficient 
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mileage  under  my  care.    I  could  superintend  a  much  larger  mileage^  if  T  County     i 
the  roads  were  within  a  reasonable  distance  of  each  other.  of 

The  charge  of  the  whole  roads  in  the  mainland  of  Bora-ahire  would  not     S^  ^ 
occasion  me  more  labour  in  traTelling  than  I  have  now.  "**  ^' 

I  do  not  think  there  is  any  very  general  complaints  of  tolls  in  Ross-  Mr  L.  Bossell. 
shire^  and  I  think  people  would  cheerfully  pay  in  order  to  have  good 
roads. 

The  total  toll  reyenue  from  the  roads,  on  the  mainland  of  Ross-shire^ 
upon  which  there  are  tolls,  is,  for  the  current  year,  L.  1,093,  128.  6d. ; 
whereas  the  expense  of  repairs,  under  our  existin^f  contracts  for  the  same 
period,  is  L.1,100,  Is.  9d.  The  inference  from  this  is,  that  the  other  par- 
liamentary roads,  upon  which  there  are  no  tolls,  are  supported  by  the 
Qovemment  grant  and  the  assessment  on  the  county.  When  I  speak 
of  the  toll  roads,  however,  I  have  not  taken  into  calculation  the  expense 
of  management. 

I  may  state,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  tolls  in  Ross-shire  are  light, 
and  the  bars  are  placed  at  considerable  distances.  I  think  that  the  sys- 
tem should  be  one  either  of  tolls  or  no  tolls.  I  do  not  consider  it  fair 
that  funds  should  be  raised  nartly  by  tolls  and  fiartly  by  assessment. 
Just  at  this  moment,  the  people  at  Fortrose  and  at  Dingwall  are  heavily 
assessed  for  tolls,  whilst  in  the  other  parts  of  the  county  they  pay  very 
little  for  tolls ;  and  in  Easter  Ross  there  is  but  one  toll,  and  upon  that 
road  they  have  the  benefit  of  32  miles  of  road.  The  rental  of  that  district 
is  much  greater  than  in  Wester  Roks, — the  land  is  much  more  valuable. 
The  tolls  in  Wester  R6s8  support  their  roads,  whilst  the  toll  in  Easter 
Ross  is  insufficient  to  support  its  road,  and  is,  in  fact,  supplemented  from 
the  revenue  of  the  Gonon  Bridge  Toll. 

I  consider  it  hard  that  parties  who  pay  tolls  have  also  to  pay  assess- 
ment on  their  properties,  at  the  same  rate  as  those  possessing  properties 
in  districts  where  no  toll  is  exacted. 

Roads  upon  which  there  is  considerable  traffic  are  very  frequently  in- 
spected  by  me ;  but  in  regard  to  other  roads  in  remote  or  mountainous 
districts  (unless  some  special  damage  or  accident  occurs),  I  consider  it 
sufficient  to  visit  them  four  or  five  times  a  year. 

I  think  that  there  might  be  three  additional  tolls  placed  in  the  count v, 
which  would  make  the  burden  fall  more  equitably.  Two  of  these  would 
be  in  Easter  Ross,  and  one  in  Wester  Ross.  I  think  the  revenue  from 
these  tolls  would  be  from  L.800  to  L.400  a  year.  In  that  case,  our 
whole  toll  revenue  would  be  sufficient  to  maintam  the  whole  parliament- 
ary roads  on  the  mainland ;  and  there  would  be  a  surplus  fund  for  such' 
improvements  as  might  be  required. 


No.  Vni.  John  Ledinffham,  Esq.,  Examined : — 

I  am  town-clerk  of  Fortrose,  and  I  have  to  submit  the  following  state-  jqi^q  Ledmg- 
ment  with  regard  to  certain  lauds  belonging  to  the  burgh  of  Fortrose :         imm,  Esq. 

Mjekobanbum  submitted  to  the  Honourable  the  Commisdoners  on- 
Roads  assembled  at  Inverness,  Thursday,  7th  July  1869,  by  John 
Ledikoham,  Town-clerk  of  Fortrose,  on  liehalf  of  the  United  Burghs 
of  Fortrose  and  Rosemarkie,  authorized  to  do  so. 

''.By  ^the  Ross  and  Cromarty  District  Roads  Act,  1847/  section  30, 
it  is  declared,  that  the  lands,  tenements,  and  heritages  within  the  royalties 
of  Dinewall,  Tain,  and  Fortrose,  in  the  county  of  Ross,  are  not  valued  in 
the  Valuation  Books  of  that  county,  and  it  is  enacted  that  for  the  pur- 
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Csuuty       poses  of  this  Act  there  shall  be  levied,  from  the  heritors  and  others  witlm 

^^    ,      the  royalties  of  said  burghs,  the  foUowmg  sums,  viz. : — 
Ross  and  -^ 

Cromarty.             From  the  huigh  of  I>ingwal1,       ....     L.40    0     0 
„  „         Tain, 60    0     0 

John   Ledmg-  Fortrose,  .         .        15     0     0 

ham,  Esq.  *'  " 

And  by  Section  31  of  said  Act,  the  mag:istrates  of  said  barghs  are  em- 
powered to  levy  from  heritors,  etc.,  within  the  royalties  of  each  buigh 
respectively,  '^  of  such  heritages  as  are  noi  valued  in  the  Valuation  BotJa 
of  the  counij/"  the  sums  payable  by  such  burghs,  as  aforesaid,  etc 

^  The  burgh  of  Fortrose  is  wishful  to  get  rid  of  the  apparent  cootia- 
diction  in  those  two  Sections  of  the  Act,  by  a  recommendatioii  of  the 
Honourable  Commissioners  to  the  Legislature  in  any  general  Act  em- 
powering a  tax  to  be  levied  to  niaintaiu  roads,  instead  of  by  toU-Van,  or 
otherwise  to  lessen  the  amount  of  the  Valuation  Roll  of  the  burgh  on 
which  Fortrose  may  be  taxed  for  the  support  of  roads  within  the  county, 
if  the  Commissioners  see  it  right  to  give  such  reconunendatioD. 

'^  The  magistrates  are  also  annoyed  by  the  county  of  Ross  claiming  right 
to  levy  taxes  on  lands  and  heritages,  including  the  hill  of  Fortrose  and 
other  land,  which  are  aU  within  the  royalty,  but  without  the  parliamentary 
boundaries  of  the  burgh,  occasioned  through  interest  and  assertions  made 
to  Commissioners  previous  to  the  passing  the  Reform  Bill  of  1832;  that 
those  lands  belonged  to  Mr  Madcenzie  of  Flowerbum,  who  was  about 
going  into  Court  to  establish  his  right  to  them.  Flowerbmm  did  com- 
mence an  action  in  the  Court  of  Session  against  the  Magistrates  and 
Council  of  Fortrose,  which  ended  by  a  jury  tnal  of  Competition  of  Titles 
and  Property,  at  Inverness  in  or  about  the  year  1841,  in  favour  of  the 
burgh,  that  the  land  belonged  to  the  royalty  of  the  burgh,  and  the  magis- 
trates and  council  thereafter  fened  them  out  in  perpetuity. 

*'  Notwithstanding  the  extent  of  the  royalty,  the  parliamentary  boundaiy 
line  in  the  Reform  Bill  was  fixed  almost  close  to  the  houses  of  the  buigfas 
of  Fortrose  and  Rosemarkie,  between  them  and  the  said  hill  and  lands 
fdhnU  to  belong  to  the  burgh,  consequently  taxable  by  it  and  not  by  the 
fc<»nty." 

Fortrose  is  in  the  8th  district  of  the  county.  The  streets  in  Fortrose 
iA%  maintained  by  the  bnrgh,  irnkss  when  siune  assistance  is  obtained 
*ntf^ak  the  county.  This  year  the  District  Trustees  have  promised  to  give 
iifixdO  towards  repairing  the  streets  of  Rosemarkie.  There  are  petty 
raastoms  levied  in  Fortrose  on  goods  brought  in  for  sale,  amounting  to 
fitom  L.10  to  L.20  per  annum.  Ko  custom  is  levied  on  goods  passing 
'ibeough  the  town. 


No.  IX.  John  IhUayson^  Esq.,  Balmacara,  Lochalsh,  Examined : — 

John    Finlay-     I  mQ  fiictor  for  Sir  James  Matheseo,  Bart 

son,  Esq.  j^  my  district  (the  6th  District  of  Ross-ehire  Road»)y  there  arc  27 
miles  oi  parliamentary  roads,  and  11  miles  of  district  loads.  TIm  avcmgt 
annual  cost  of  maintaining  the  district  roads  is  about  L.S^  lOs.  per  mie, 
and  lOs.  for  managemeat ;  and,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  the  ezpease  of 
maintaining  the  parliamentary  roads  is  much  about  the  sane. 

The  duties  perilmned  by  the  surveyor  are, — first,  to  give  a  probable 
estimate  to  the  Trustees  of  the  coat  of  nudntaiaing  the  rMdb  for  a  period 
of  one,  two^  or  three  years,  and  to  prepare  a  specttcatioa*  The  Traslces 
generally  advertise  for  estimatea  for  keeping  the  loada  in  repair,  ia  taoB 
of  the  apedficatioDy  and  then  enter  into  contract.    The  imrv^cir  is  bonad 
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to  see  that  the  materials  specified  are  prepared  and  properly  applied;  and      County 
be  reports  twice  a-year  as  to  the  state  of  the  roads.  it   ^^   d 

There  is  an  annual  meeting  of  all  the  District  Trustees,  at  which  the     (jromanv. 

district  reports  are  read  and  approved  of  or  disapproved  of.    Any  differ-         

ences  arising  hetween  the  District  Trustees  are  referred  to  the  general  Johu    Finlay- 
meeting.  sodi  Esq. 

The  rate  of  assessment  is  firom  Id.  to  Is.,  the  former  being  the  minimum 
and  the  latter  the  maximum.  In  my  district,  it  has  not  exceeded  2d.  in 
the  £  for  the  last  three  years ;  but  we  had  a  surplus  of  the  funds  of  the 
old  5th  district,  which  was  divided  into  three  districts. 

The  assessment  falls  by  Statute  upon  the  heritors ;  but  it  is  now  con- 
ditioned, in  most  of  the  leases,  that  the  tenants  pay  road-money,  at  the 
rate  of  3d.  in  the  £  of  their  rents,  which,  upon  an  average^  is  about  one- 
half  of  the  assessment. 

The  road  assessments  in  Ross-shire  are  now  leried  upon  real  rents ; 
and  my  opinion  is,  that  all  assessments  should  be  on  real  rent.  It  is  now 
fast  approaching  to  this  in  Roas* shire. 

I  think  the  present  system  of  Highland  roads  and  bridges  works  very 
well  in  Boss-shire  ;  and  the  district  roads  also  ;  but  they  would  be  better 
imder  general  inspection.  I  do  not  think  the  roads  would  be  better 
maintained  nor  cheaper,  under  local  management,  than  they  are  at  pre- 
sent. On  the  contrary,  I  think  the  roads  under  the  inspection  of  the 
Highland  Commissioners'  surveyors  better  kept  and  cheaper,  in  propor- 
tion, than  our  district  roads ;  and,  where  practicable,  I  always  find  it  of 
advantage  to  have  the  same  surveyors. 
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XXVm.  COUNTY  OF  CAITHNESS. 


Wednadai/,  QOth  March  1859. 


MEMBBBS  PRESENT. 


William  Smythe,  Esq.         |      Right  Hon.  Sir  John  M*Neill. 

Duncan  McLaren,  Esq. 

County  ^"^  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 

of  

'  GaithDess.  No.  I.  Donald  Home,  Esq.,  W.S.,  Examined: — 

Donald  I  am  familiar  with  the  state  of  the  Road  Trusts  in  the  County  of  Caitb- 

Home,  Esq.  ^ggg,  having  heen  professionally  engaged  in  passing  the  Road  Act  in  1830, 
and  its  renewal  ana  amendment  in  1838,  and  in  carrying  through  the  provi- 
sions of  those  Acts.  I  am  likewise  famiUar  with  the  working  of  the  Aats  of 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Highland  Roads  and  Bridges,  in  so  far  as  appli- 
cahle  to  this  county,  and  for  the  sake  of  distinctness,  I  would  prefer 
keeping  my  examination  on  hoth  points  separate,  and  of  oommeocing 
first  with— 

I.  The  HiGHLAifD  Roads  and  Bbidoes. 

The  administration  of  the  Parliamentary  Commissioners  has  been  in 
operation  since  1803,  when  the  Board  was  mstituted  under  the  authority 
of  the  Act  of  43  Geo.  III.  cap.  80,  whereby  they  were  authorized  to 
execute  certain  roads  and  bridges  in  Scotland,  upon  receiving  payment  or 
security  from  the  districts  or  counties  interested,  of  one-half  the  expense ; 
and  a  number  of  these  roads  and  bridges  having  in  the  meantime  been 
made,  another  Act  was  passed  in  the  year  1810  (50th  Geo.  III.  cap.  43), 
to  provide  for  their  maintenance,  and  by  Section  4  of  that  Act,  it  was 
enacted,  that  an  assessment  upon  each  and  every  proprietor,  liferenter,  or 
wadsetter,  should  be  laid  on  according  to  their  respective  valued  rents, 
but  not  exceeding  Is.  sterling  on  the  L.1  Scots  of  valued  rent. 

The  next  Act  was  passed  in  the  year  1814  (64  Geo,  HI.  cap.  104),  and 
it  introduced  a  new  mode  of  assessment  which  declued,  that  it  should  be 
made  upon  each  and  every  proprietor,  etc.,  according  to  the  amount  of 
their  respective  rents  and  profits,  as  assessed  for  property  tax,  under  the 
Property  Tax  Act  of  46  Geo.  HI.  cap.  66. 

The  next  Act  was  passed  in  1816  (66,  Geo.  III.  cap.  121),  and  it 
enacted,  that  the  assessment  for  each  of  the  several  northern  counties,  of 
which  there  were  seven  (including  Caithness),  should,  instead  of  being 
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assessed  upon  particular  districts  of  counties  as  under  the  previous  Acts,       County 
be  borne  and  defrayed  by  the  whole  counties  respectively ;  and  it  farther    ^  .^^ 
(in  Section  5)  enacts,  "  that  every  royal  burgh  and  burgh  of  barony 
shall  be  assessed  within  the  county  in  which  it  is  situated  for  the  piurposes       Donald 
of  the  said  recited  Acts."  Home,  Esq. 

The  next  Act  was  passed  in  1819  (59,  Geo.  in.  cap.  136).  It  some- 
what altered  the  mode  of  assessment  in  the  county  of  Inverness,  and  as 
r^^arded  the  other  cotmties,  it  authorized  the  Commissioners  of  Supply  to 
levy  the  sum  to  be  raised  in  the  same  manner  as  during  the  two  years 
then  last  past.  In  regard  to  Caithness,  they  had  been  assessed  for  the 
two  years  m  question  in  the  mode  directed  by  the  Act  of  1814,  namely, — 
according  to  the  Property  Tax  Returns  of  that  year»  and  this  accordingly 
under  the  Act  of  1819,  and  under  the  subsequent  Statute  of  1833  to  be 
afterwards  noticed,  became,  and  has  ever  since  formed,  the  basis  of  levying 
the  Parliamentary  Road  Repair  Assessment  in  that  county.  In  the  11th 
Section  of  the  Statute  of  1819,  the  provision  of  previous  Acts, — ^^  that 
every  royal  burgh  and  burgh  of  barony  shall  be  assessed  in  the  county  in 
which  it  is  situated  for  the  purpose  of  this  Act,"  is  repeated. 

The  next  Act  of  1823  (4  Geo.  IV.  cap.  50),  authorized  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Highland  Roads  and  Bridges  to  notify  to  the  counties  whether 
thev  would  agree  to  increase  the  assessment,  or  to  erect  toll-gates  in  aid  of 
or  in  lieu  of  the  assessments  to  be  levied  in  such  counties,  and  it  declared 
that  such  further  assessment  should  be  levied  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
previous  assessment  under  the  Act  59  Geo.  III.  cap.  135. 

Another  Act  was  passed  in  the  year  1824  (5  Geo.  IV.  cap.  38),  and 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  the  county  agreed  to  erect  toll-gates  and 
to  levy  such  assessment  for  the  deficiency  as  might  be  required  after  the 
application  of  the  parliamentary  allowance,  and  the  proceeds  of  tolls,  for 
the  maintenatfce  of  the  roads. 

The  next  Act  was  passed  in  1833  (3  and  4  William  IV.  cap.  33),  and 
it  provided  that  the  deficiency,  after  deducting  the  parliamentary  allow- 
ance and  proceeds  of  tolls,  should  be  charceable  in  the  same  manner  as 
formerly,  which  in  Caithness  was,  as  already  stated,  on  the  footing  of  the 
reid  rent  as  assessed  for  property  tax  in  1814. 

The  next  Act  was  passed  in  1848  (11  and  12  Vict.  cap.  40),  and  it  re- 
gulated the  mode  of  assessment  in  the  county  of  Inverness  ;  and  although 
it  is  not  held  to  apply  to  the  other  counties,  it^  contains  a  provision 
(Section  4)  to  the  effect  that  if,  under  the  provisions  of  any  Act  to  be 
passed,  a  valuation  shall  be  made  of  the  lands  and  heritages  of  the  said 
county,  to  ascertain  and  fix  the  real  annual  value  thereof  in  order  to 
assessment, — ^the  assessment  under  these  Acts  shall  be  imposed  and  levied 
according  to  the  annual  value  thereof  so  ascertained.  It  is  thought  that 
upon  application,  the  Commissioners  of  the  Highland  Roads  and  Bridges 
would,  now  that  the  Valuation  Act  is  in  operation,  authorize  the  aweoB 
ments  for  the  repairs  of  the  Caithness  roads  (and  perhaps  the  other 
counties  also),  to  be  imposed  and  levied  according  to  the  valuation  made 
under  sud  Act. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  first  of  the  Acts  above  mentioned,  sub- 
sequently extended  and  amended,  the  county  of  Caithness,  about  the 
year  1809,  took  up  the  offer  of  the  Parliamentary  Commissioners  with 
regard  to  continuing  the  great  parliamentary  or  trunk  line  of  road  from 
its  entrance  into  the  county  from  the  south  at  the  Ord  of  Caithnen, 
and  agreed  to  contribute  the  moiety  required  from  them  of  the  expense 
of  making  and  mainUuning  a  continuance  of  that  great  line  from  Uie  Ord 
northwards  along  the  sea  coast  to  the  burgh  of  Wick,  and  from  thence 
through  the  centre  of  the  county  to  the  town  and  seaport  of  Thurso  on 
the  extreme  north  coast  of  Scotland.  The  length  of  the  line  thus  under- 
taken from  the  Ord  to  Wick,  and  thence  to  Thurso,  was  54  miles.    It  is 

2X 
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County      believed  that  this  extensive  line,  of  which  a  great  part  was  thrrmgh  a 

p  ,?f  difficnlt  country  intersected  with  ravines,  with  bridges  which  were  very 

Caithness,     numerous,  was  not  completed  till  about  the  year  1812  or  1813.    The 

Donald       other  moiety  of  the  expense  of  makthg  the  line  in  question  was  defrayed 

Iloroe,  Enj.   by  the  Paruamentary  Commissioners,  besides  which,  they  have  since,  out 

of  the  granft  placed  a't  'their  disposal  by  Parliament,  made  an  aftmual 

ftllowonce  to  tne  county  towai'ds  the  expense  of  repairs.    This  allowance 

was  formerly  L.116  per  annum,  but  it  has^ow  been  reduced  to  L.OOa- 

year,  in  consequence  of  the  remainder  being  withdrawn  under  the  Acts 

for  making  and  maintaining  the  new  bridge  at  Inverness. 

The  sum  paid  by  the  county  to  the  Parliamentary  Oommissioinf^  fat 
the  county's  proportion,  which  was  a  half  of  expense  of  marking  these 

54  miles  with  the  bridges,  was L.16,4afr    9    6 

And  the  expense  of  the  repairs  from  1B14  to  1858 
inclusive,  the  whole  of  which  with  the  exception  of 
the  annual  allowance  just  mentioned,  ana  of  the 
tolls  collected  within  the  county,  was  defrayed  by 
annual  assessment  levied  in  the  manner  tCbore  men- 
tioiled,  upon  the  landed  proprietors  of  the  t^Tttnty, 
amounted  to 12^416    O    2 


Making  the  total  assessments  tevied  Tor  the  parlia- 
mentary trunk  line L.28,853     9     8 

All  of  which  has  been  paid  by  the  latnded  proprietors  exclusively,  without 
assistance  either  from  their  tehants  or  from  the  other  inhabitants  of  the 
county  or  burghs. 

The  tolls  upon  the  parliamentary  roads,  during  the  period  they  liave 
been  imposed,  have  not,  on  the  average,  produced  more  than  L.300  per 
annum,  but  may  be  now  stated  at  libout  L.370. 

The  whole  annual  average  cost  of  the  repairs  of  the  line  in  qtiestton, 
has  of  late  years  been  about  L.I  ,000  per  annum.  Alter  dedncting  the 
produce  of  the  tolls  and  the  allowance  above  mentioned  from  the  Parlia- 
mentaiy  Grant,  there  remitins  a  balance  of  about  or  upwards  of  L.500 
per  annum,  the  whole  of  which  is  levied  upon  the  proprietors  of  the 
<^ounty,  or  rather  upon  the  landward  proprietors  exclusively,  the  power 
abovie  mentioned  given  by  the  Acts  of  assessing  the  burgh  of  Wick 
(being  the  only  royal  burgh  within  the  county),  not  having  been 
exercised. 

The  execntioh  of  the  parliamentary  lines  of  road  in  the  northern 
counties,  created  a  new  epoch  in  their  history.  These  roads  have  not 
only  been  of  the  greatest  advantage  to  the  districts  in  which  they  were 
mtede,  bdt  inust  also  have  proved  highly  remunerative  to  the  Croremnient. 
The  whole  North  of  Scotland  and  particularly  the  county  of  GaithnesSy 
*was  opened  np  in  a  manner  ivhich  made  its  resources  available,  and  eu-' 
abled  them  to  be  developed  by  local  enterprise  ;  and  as  &r  back  as  the 
year  1818,  a  daily  mail  coach  was  established  to  Thurso,^  at  considerable 
expense  in  the  first  instance  to  the  coimty,  whereby  the  postal  commimi- 
cation  of  the  district  was  facilitated  and  rendered  punctual,  to  the  great 
advantage  of  the  commercial,  fishing,  and  agricultural  interests  of  the 
district.  Additional  roads  have  been  made  in  the  districts  themselves; 
other  improvements  both  of  a  public  and  of  a  private  nature  have  suc- 
ceeded,— rentals  have  more  than  doubled,  and  the  originiil  outlay  must 
have  been  repaid  to  the  Government  more  than  a  hundredfbld,  out  oTfbe 
tfltxes  paid  by  districts  of  the  country,  now  prosperous  and  progressive, 
^hich  would  otherwise  probably  have  remamed  in  a  state  of  chroDic 
poverty,  and  probably  of  occasional  destitution. 
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II.  CooKTT  Roads.  County 

of 

pFeviotis  to  1793,  the  statute  labonr  wag  taken  in  kind  under  the    ^*^"^*^ 
Scotch  Acts  1617,  cap.  8 ;  1661,  cap.  38  and  41 ;  1669,  cap.  16 ;  1670,  cap.       ]>onaid 
16 ;  1686,  cap.  8;  and  under  the  British  Act  5  George  I.  cap.  80,  which   Homei  Esq. 
was  the  regulating  Act  of  statute  labour,  until  special  local  acts  for  its 
conrersion  into  money  were  obtained  in  the  different  counties. 

The  county  of  Caithness  obtained  an  Act  in  1793,  conTerting  the 
statute  labour  at  30s.  sterling  per  L.  100  Soots  of  valued  rent,  dividing  the 
county  into  districts,  and  upon  the  requisition  df  a  majority  of  the  heritors 
of  any  district,  statute  labour  might  be  taken  in  kuid  instead  of  the 
conversion. 

BjT  the  16th  Section  of  that  Act,  it  was  enacted,  that  as  the  nAe<of  eon- 
version  would  not  apply  to  inhabitants  of  burghs  or  viHagee,  or  ihe 
occupiers  of  houses  not  having  any  cultivated  land  attached  thereto,  or  to 
^cottages  possessing  small  crofts  paying  a  yearly  rent  not  exceeding  208., 
all  such  persons  should  in  place  of  their  statute  labour,  pay  a  yearly  com* 
•position  in  money,  and  that  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  Trustees  to  assess 
such  persons  for  such  conversion  not  exceeding  the  ordmary  price  or  lute 
of  lalK>ur  in  the  district  where  such  service  ought  to  be  performed. 

At  the  time  of  the  passing  of  this  Act,  the  royal  burgh  of  Wick  was  a 
▼ery  insignificant  place.  Tlie  confines  of  the  royaltv  comprehended  a 
very  limited  space  with  a  trifling  population,  and  there  was  no  extra 
burghal  population  in  its  vicinity.  But  since  then,  two  considerable  town- 
ships have  sprung  up  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  royalty,  viz.,  the 
village  of  Louisburgn,  and  town  of  Pulteney.  Both  <tf  these,  which  now 
•contain  a  population  of  6,722,  were  by  the  Reform  Act  of  1892,  made 
part  of  the  parliamentary  burgh  of  Wick ;  the  boundai^es  of  which  ai« 
made  to  comprehend  both  of  these  places  as  well  as  the  royalty  of  the 
burgh.  The  only  other  town  in  the  county  was  Thuno,  a  burgh  of 
barony  with  no  defined  boundaries.  It  was  then  more  populous  than 
Wick,  but  it  has  not  since  increased  in  nearly  the  same  ratio.  The 
Section  aboved  quoted  of  the  Act  of  1793,  applied  to  both  the  towns  as 
they  then  existed. 

NoU. — It  ifl  nnderatood  that  fbr  police  purposes,  tlie  boaudary  of  the  borgh  of 
barony  has  been  recently  defined  by  the  Sheriff. 

The  Act  of  1793  continued  in  operation  until  the  year  1830.  The 
funds  provided  by  it  were  scanty ;  but  the  prioe  of  labour  being  cheap, 
"much  good  was  done  though  the  roads  were  not  effectually  :made  accord- 
ing to  the  ideas  of  the  present  day.  The  trunk  or  parliamentaiy  line 
through  the  county  had  then  been  several  years  in  operjition,  aad  the  ad- 
vantages arising  from  it,  and  the  roads  made  and  vepaiied  wider  the  Act 
of  1793  were  so  apparent,  that  the  heritors  resolved  to  enter  upon  a  more 
liberal  and  extensive  system  of  improvement  of  that  nature.  They  caused 
surveys  to  be  made,  and  plans  and  estimates  to  be  prepared  by  Messrs 
Grainger  and  Miller,  and  after  much  consideration  and  some  opposition, 
they  then  (1830),  obtained  a  new  Act,  in  which  very  extensive  improve- 
ments and  additions  to  the  means  of  communication  within  the  county 
were  contemplated,  and  in  which  extensive  corresponding  powers  for 
raising  funds,  etc.,  were  granted. 

One  leading  and  novel  feature  of  this  Act  was  the  power  which  was 
taken  by  the  heritors  to  levy  upon  themselves  exclusively,  a  -very  con- 
siderable assessment,  to  which  they  were  not  previously  subject,  or  rather 
from  which  thev  were  exempt, — namely,  an  assessment  of  468.  on  each 
L.IOO  of  valued  rent,  estimated  to  produce  about  L.800  per  annum, 
(Section  20th).  The  Act  continued,  but  at  an  increased  ratio,  the  former 
assessment  leviable  from  occupants  for  the  conversion  of  statute  hd>oary 
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County      but  the  heritors  undertook  to  adyance  the  same  in  the  first  instance  to 
Cai^  the  collectors  appointed  under  the  Act,  with  relief  against  the  parties 

l^"**     liable,  who  are  defined  in  the  Act  to  be  tenants  and  occupants  paying  L.8  of 

Donald       reoXy  and  upwards.    The  assessment  was  laid  on  at  nearly  the  same  ratio 
IJome,  Esq.   as  the  assessment  on  the  heritors,  and  produced  about  an  equal  annual  sum. 

The  Act  farther  imposed  an  assessment  also  in  lieu  of  statute  labour 
on  tenants  and  occupiers  of  lands  and  heritages  not  exceeding  L.8  of  rent, 
and  on  householders,  artizans,  labourers,  and  others  liable  in  the  per- 
formance of  statute  labour,  according  to  a  graduated  scale,  varying  nom 
3s.  to  6s.  It  also  imposed  on  all  parties  in  towns  and  villages  whose  rent 
exceeded  L.8  a  fixed  assessment  of  6s.,  and  on  horses  and  carts  for  hire 
6s.  each  ^Section  31).  This  branch  of  assessment  was  calculated  at  tbe 
time  to  yield  also  about  L.800  per  annum. 

The  Act  likewise  contained  power  to  levy  tolls. 

And  by  Section  38th9  it  imposed  a  separate  assessment  upon  beriton 
for  bridges,  payable  according  to  their  valued  rent ;  but  it  is  needless  to 
say  more  with  regard  to  this  fund  than,  that  it  was  exclusively  pud  by 
the  landed  proprietors  whose  lands  were  rated  in  the  Valuation  Boob, 
and  no  part  of  it  imposed  upon  the  burgh  or  towns.  The  assessmeot 
some  years  ago  realized  about  L.200,  but  the  rate  was  reduced,  and  at 
present  realizes  about  L.110. 

The  Act  appointed  heritors  possessing  L.100  of  valued  rent  or  upwards, 
and  the  eldest  sons  of  such  heritors,  and  the  magistrates  of  the  towns  and 
burghs  within  the  county,  to  be  Trustees  for  carrying  its  purposes  into 
effect. 

The  Trustees  under  the  Act,  were  authorized  to  borrow  money  to  in 
extent  not  exceeding  15  years  purchase  of  these  assessments,  and  haviog 
arranged  loans  redeemable  by  5  per  cent,  of  the  capital  annually  besides 
interest,  they  proceeded  with  the  execution  of  the  roads  under  the  able 
advice  of  Messrs  Macadam  and  M*Connell,  but  they  soon  found  that  tbe 
produce  of  the  assessment  authorized  on  occupants,  etc.,  under  L.8,  fell 
far  short  of  the  estimated  amount ;  and  that  circumstance,  with  the  rise     i 
in  the  price  of  labour,  satisfied  the  Trustees  that  the  contemplated  roads 
could  not  be  completed  and  maintained,  and  the  debt  redeemed,  with  tbe 
funds  at  their  disposal  within  the  period  of  the  Act  of  1830,  wbicb 
was  21  years  from  the  date  of  its  passing.     The  landed  proprietors  there- 
fore resolved  to  double  the  assessment  of  45s.  upon  theniselves ;  and  in 
the  year  1838,  they  applied  for  and  obtained  an  Act — (firti\  to  continoe 
the  assessment  of  45s.  imposed  under  the  former  Act  for  21  years  after 
the  passing  of  this  Act ;  and  (Moond)^  to  impose  an  additionid  assessment 
of  the  same  amount  for  the  same  period,  thus  rendering  themselves  liable 
for  an  assessment  of  L.4,  lOs.  for  each  L.lOO  Scots  of  valuation  for  21 
years,  from  4th  July  1838. 

Under  these  Acts,  there  have  been  made  and  maintained — 

1st.  Turnpike  county  roads  to  the  extent  of  .  136  miles. 

Parish  roads 41      „ 

^  177 

And  as  before  stated,  parliamentary  roads  to  the 
extent  of 54 


Total,  roads   made   and   maintained    within   the 
county, 231  miles. 

The  loans  obtained  from  Qovemmenty  and  tlie  banks,  re-payable  bj 
annual  instalments,  have  all  been  extinguished,  and  the  whole  debts  tf 
the  Trust  are  now  due  to  the  treasurer. 
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The  present  clear  revenue  from  tolls  upon  the  county  roads  may  be       County 
sUted  at  L.650.  of 

These  tolls  both  on  the  parliamentary  and  county  roads  are  collected     Cufthiiew. 
at  a  comparatiyely  extraragant  rate,  as  nine  toll-houses  have  to  be  kept      Donald 
up  and  nine  collectors  maintained,  while  the  tolls  are  almost  exclusiyeiy   iiorno,  Esq. 
drawn  from  local  traffic,  and  from  the  very  parties  who  pay  any  assess- 
ment imposed,  or  that  may  be  imposed.    It  has  therefore  been  deemed 
by  the  county  to  be  worthy  of  consideration,  whether  it  would  not  be  ex- 
I^ient,  and  ultimately  economical,  entirely  to  abolish  tolls,  and  to  pro- 
Tide  an  equivalent  by  an  assessment  laid  on,  on  an  equitable  principle, 
which  if  paid  by  heritors  with  rdief  against  tenants,  would  be  collected  at 
a  trifling  expense,  and  no  loss,  while  the  tolls  are  collected  at  an  expense 
of  at  least  30  per  cent.     But  this  will  much  depend  upon  the  report  of 
the  Royal  Commission  on  this  point,  which  is  anxiously  looked  for,  as  the 
Caithness  Local  Acts,  in  so  far  as  regards  the  assessment  of  L.4, 10s.  on 
proprietors,  will  expire  with  the  current  year. 

The  calculation  upon  which  the  two  Acts  already  referred  to  were 
founded,  would  have  answered  the  contemplated  purposes,  and  all  the 
roads  specified  in  the  Act  of  1830  would  have  been  made,  and  the  debt 
extinguished  within  the  period  of  the  Act  in  JuW  next  (1869),  as  to  the 
two  assessments  of  L.2,  5s.  each,  had  it  not  been  mr  the  serious  deficiency 
which  has  arisen  in  the  returns  under  the  third  assessment  on  rents  under 
L.8,  and  the  conversions  payable  by  the  towns  and  villages,  which  from 
the  commencement  were  very  considerable,  but  since  1845  the  deficiency 
has  exceeded  L.500  per  annum,  as  can  be  shown  from  detailed  states  if 
required.  That  deficiency  was  much  increased  by  the  provisions  of  Mr 
Home  DrummoQd*s  Act  of  1846,  abolishing  certain  of  the  assessments 
authorized  by  the  Local  Acts ;  and  the  consequence  was,  that  the  assess- 
ment on  proprietors,  intended  to  extinguish  the  loans,  and  to  make  the 
additional  roads  specified  in  the  Act  1830,  were  materially  encroached 
upon  for  the  maintenance  of  existing  roads. 

There  has  been  expended  on  the  county  roads,  as  nearly  as  can  be  esti- 
mated, without  entering  into  minute  details,  including  interest  and  balance 
due  upon  loans  from  1830  to  1868,  about  .     L.68,600    0    0 

Of  which  there  has  been  realized  from  the  two  assess- 
ments on  heritors  of  46s.  each,  on  the  collection  of 
which  there  was  almost  no  loss,  .  L.  37)600    0    0 
There  has  been  realized  from  the 
other  assessments  under  the  Act, 
and  from  tolls  (estimated  to  be 
equal    to    the    assessments    on 

heritors), 27,500    0    0 

L.«6,000    0    0 


Balance,      .      L.8,500    0    0 

But  the  returns  from  this  latter  source  were  greatly  diminished  fit>m  the 
causes  already  alluded  to. 

The  deficiency  arising  as  above,  appears  to  be  about  L.  10,000,  and  if 
this  sum  had  been  available,  there  would  have  been  ample  frmds  to  ex- 
tinguish the  present  debt,  and  to  have  completed  the  roads  contemplated 
by  the  Act  of  1830,  which  hare  not  yet  been  executed.  This  deficiency 
cannot  therefore  be  ascribed  to%ny  error  in  the  original  calculations,  or 
to  any  deficiency  in  the  assessments  on  proprietors ;  but  exclusively  to  the 
deficiency  in  the  statute  labour  and  cottage  assessments. 

That  part  of  the  Act  which  authorizes  the  levying  of  tolls  does  not  ex- 
pire for  ten  years ;  and  as  regards  the  statute  labour  assessment,  is  per- 
petual until  altered. 
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Connlgr  By  the  Act  of  1838,  the  Trustees  had  power  to  place  certain  of  tiie 

^  county  roada  under  the  inspection  and  superintendence  of  tha  officers  of 

CaltiiD<M.     i^j^g  Highland  Road  and  Bridge  Commissioners,  and  to  provide  the  funds 

Donald       necessary  out  of  the  revennc^  above  specified,  autb<^ized  to  be  raised  by 

Eorof ,  Esq.    that,  and  the  previous  Act.    They  acted  on  this  power,  and-  entered  into 

an  agreement  to  that  effect.    Under  this  agreement  the  Commissitmers' 

superintendent  took,  and  has  since  continued  the  charge  of  the  roads,  but 

the  agreement  expireis.in  July  next,  and  the  Highhtnd  Roads  and  Bridge 

Commissioners  have  intimated  their  intention  then  to  terminate  it.     The 

maintenance  and  superintendence  of  these  roads  will  then  ^ain  devolve 

on  the  countj^  Trustees,  and  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  they  do  not  anticifuUe 

that  any  disadvantage  will  arise  to  the  county  in  consequence. 

Certain  other  powers  under  the  Act  of  1830  expire  in  1859,  in  conse- 
quence of  which,  &  New  Road  Bill  for  the  county  will  be  immediately 
required. 

In  the  month  of  August  last,  a  general  meeting  of  the  county  Trustees 
was  held  for  the  purpose  of  considering  its  ternw.  The  meeting  after 
passing  certain  resolutions  of  a  general  pature,  i4>pointed  a  committee  to 
consid^  the  whole  subject,  and  to  report  to  another  meeting ;  but,  as  it 
was  soon  thereafter  known  that  the  present  Royal  Commission  was  about 
to  be  appointed,  the  committee  resolved  to  delay  further  proceedings,  un- 
till  the  report  of  that  Commission  should  appear.  Part  of  the  resolutions 
tended  to  the  abolition  of  tolls»  to  which  reference  has  been  already  made. 
Another  portion  of  the  resolutions  was  to  the  effect,  that  in  future  the 
whole  funds  both  for  the  parliamentary  and  the  county  roads  should  be 
levied  together  in  the  shape  of  assessment,  and  that  the  rolls  made  up 
under  the  New  Vajuation  Act  should  be  made  the  basis  for  all  such  as- 
sessments in  future. 

The  Trustees  were  also  generally  of  opinion  that  the  assessmenta  should 
be  imposed  ab  the  first  instance  upon  owners,  and  that  the  owners  should 
have  relief  against  their  tenants  to  the  extent  of  one  half.  It  was  con- 
sidered that  by  this  course  the  expense  of  collection  and  i^sk  of  loss  would 
be  very  materially  diminished. 

I  calculate  that  if  a  bill  upon  these  principles  was  agreed  to,  an  assess* 
ment  of  about  9d.  per  £  upon  the  whole  amount  of  the  valuation  for 
the  county,  and  parliamentary  bui^h  of  Wick,  would  be-  required, — ^per- 
haps strictly  speaking,  such  an  assessment  could  not  be  viewed  as  a  com- 
mutation  of  statute  labour,  to  which  owners  were  not  originally  liaUe. 
In  the  event  that  the  tolls  are  to  be  abolished,  and  taking  into  view  all 
the  other  collateral  advantages  of  the  proposed  new  system,  I  do  not 
think  that  owners  should  demur  to  the  assessment,  and  certainly  it  would 
be  attended  with  great  advantage  to  the  general  class  of  occupants  at  the 
lower  rates  of  rent, — particularly  in  towns  and  villages,  who,  while  they 
would  be  relieved  of  the  toll  duties,  would  not  pay  so  high  an  assessment 
as  they  are  liable  for  under  the  existing  Acts,  which  are  permanent 
until  repealed.  But  an  opposition  has  sprung  up  from  the  towns,  who 
maintain  upon  various  grounds,  that  they  are  not  liable  in  payment  of 
any  road  money,  or  commutation  of  statute  labour.  I  do  not  consider 
that  any  of  the  grounds  of  exemption  put  forward  on  the  part  of  tiie 
towns  are  tenable.  They  are  at  variance  with  all  previous  le^slation  on 
the  subject  of  statute  labour,  and  with  all  the  practice  which  has  prevailed 
hitherto  in  the  northern  counties,  especially  in,  Ross,  Sutherland^  Inver- 
ness,, and  Orkney.  In  some  of  these  oeunties,  however,  the  towns  are 
assessed  at  lower  rates  than  the  landward  districts,  but  in  none  are  they 
exempt,  and  the  general  ratio  of  difference  in  their  favour  does. not  exceed 
one-third  of  the  rates  assessed  on  the  landward  districts.  The  assessment 
on  householders  in  Caithness  under  the-  present  Act  is  lower  than  is  levied 
en  the  same  class  in  any  of  the  other  counties,  so  &r  as, I  am  awajr^  ami  if 
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the  proposed  new  measure  is  carried  out,  it  will  be  lower  still  uppn  the      County 
great  class  of  occupants  ii^nder  L.8  of  rent.    li^  however,  the  opposition  is    p  .  P' 
persisted  in,  I  anticipate  that  the  consequence  must  be  to  adhere  to  the     ^^   °^'' 
present  conversiAn  rates,  which,  under  the  present  Acts,  are  leviable  on  the      Donald 
towns  a^  well  as  in  the  landward  districts^  and  to  continue;  and  increa^^   Home,  Ea^. 
the  tolls,  and  the  number  of  the  toll-bars.    All  t^is  indeed  is  sti,ll  coijn- 
petent  under  the  existing  Acts. 

I  believe  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Trustees  to  abolish  the  separate  aj|- 
sessment  for  bridges,  and  I  confess  I  am  at  a  loss  to  discover  any  pn^^et 
upon  which  it  should  be  continued. 


No.  IL — Jtmea  Sinclair,  Esq.  of  Forss,  Examined  :^-^ 

I  concu^  generally  with  what  Mr  Home  has  stated,  with  certain  ex-       James 
eeptions.  Sfaiclair,  Esq. 

I  would  wish  to  state  that  the  assessment,  as  at  present  levied  for  th^ 
maintenance  of  the  county  roads,  is  very  unequal.  This  is  owin^  to,  its 
being  laid  on  the  owner  according  to  the  old  valued  rent,  and  divided 
amongst  the  occupants  according  to  their  real  rent,  so  that,  in  some  crises, 
the  assessment  on  a  tenant  may  be  only  3d.  in  the  £,  whereas  on  another 
tenant  it  may  be  as  high  as  Is.  6d.  per  £.  I  would  consider  this  a  suffi- 
cient reason  in  future  for  laying  on  any  assessment  according  to  thfj 
Valuation  Roll,  rather  than  on  the  old  valued  rent 

I  have  made  up  the  following  scheme,  after  consulting  several  of  th^ 
most  extensive  and  intelligent  occupants. 

The  sum  required  to  be  raised  .is  L.4,050,  which  includes  the  sum 
required  for  the  repair  of  the  parliamen^y,  as  well  as  the  county  and 
atatute  labour  roads.    I  would  raise  the  funds  a^  follows:— 

Ist,  Assessment  oti  land — half  on  owner  ai^d  half  on 

occupier,  L.80,000  at  6d.,         .  .  .        L.2,00Q    0    Q) 

2nd,  Assessment  on  bouses — ^half  on  owner  ai^icf  occupier, 

6d.  on  L.22,000,  .  .  .  .  550    0    Q 

3rd,  Rate  on  agricultural  horses — L. 2,500  at  10s.,  or  in 
lieu  of  assessment  on  the  occupants  of  land,  L.80,000 
at  3d.,  .....  1,000    0    0. 

4th,  Rate  on  all  horses  not  in  the  above  class,  or  used 
in  addition,  for  work  not  agricultural — riding,  and 
drawing  carriages,        ....  500    0    0 

L4,050    0    0 


'  Jl 


I  am  of  opinion  that  house  property  in  equity  ought  to  be  assessed  at 
the  same  rate  as  land ;  but  in  the  above  scheme  t  have  put  an  additional 
assessment  of  3d.  on  tenants  of  land,  as  I  think  that  would  be  preferable 
to  a  rate  on  agricultural  horses.  My  reason  for  rating  horses  that  are 
non-agricultural  is,  1st,  That  they  can  be  easily  got  at  by  the  List  of  the 
Surveyor  of  Taxes,  and  that  the  rate  is  an  equivalent  for  the  toll ;  and, 
2nd,  That  we  have  extensive  pavement  quarries  in  Caithness,  from  which 
the  roads  suffer  considerably,  and  we  have  no  means  so  easy  of  getting  at 
the  proprietors. 

The  number  of  horses  employed  is  about  the  best  test  of  the  use  made 
of  the  roads. 

In  the  resolutions  for  a  new  Bill,  which  were  agreed  to,  it  was  con- 
templated to  introduce  a  rate  on  non-agricniltuirar  horses.  I  have  to 
state  that  the  towns  objected  to  being  iissessed  at  fdl  for  the  roads,  ^d 
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Gonnty  that  the  feelinff  of  the  county  in  favour  of  the  abolition  of  tofls  was  con- 
QM^  siderablj  modified  in  consequence  of  such  objections.     The  towns  objected 

]]f '     on  the  ground  that  they  maintain  the  greater  part  of  their  own  streets. 

Jam6!«  '^hc  answer  to  that  is  a  very  obvious  one — ^that  the  proprietors  in  the 
Sinclair,  Enq.  county  are  obliged  to  make  and  maintain  their  own  private  roads  to 
farms,  mills,  and  quarries,  although  they  also  contribute  to  the  county 
roads  generally ;  and  I  may  add  that  there  is  no  house  property  whatever 
that  has  not  a  direct  and  immediate  access  to  some  road,  whereas  there 
are  properties  in  the  county  which  have  all  along  contributed  to  the 
roads,  and  which  have  no  road  nearer  than  5, 10,  or  16  miles. 

It  b  estimated  by  some  of  the  intelligent  inhabitants  of  Wick,  that  the 
direct  relief  to  the  burgh  from  the  abolition  of  tolls  would  amount  to 
L.300  per  annum. 

I  have  not,  in  the  proposal  I  have  submitted,  made  any  allowance  for 
the  making  of  new  roads,  or  the  improvement  of  existing  lines ;  but  I 
think  that,  where  any  new  road  is  required,  the  expenses  of  constructing 
it  should  be  borne  by  the  parish  or  district  through  which  it  passes,  and 
that,  when  the  construction  is  completed,  it  ought  to  be  assumed  as  a 
county  road. 

I  consider  that  good  roads  generally  over  the  county  are  a  benefit  to 
the  whole  county ;  and  I  think  it  would  be  most  consistent  with  equity 
and  sound  policy  that  they  should  be  made  at  the  expense  of  the  whole 
county ;  but  I  make  the  above  proposal  because  I  think  it  would  be  less 
likely  to  meet  with  opposition. 

I  would  place  roads  on  the  same  footing  as  the  police  rate — a  general 
benefit,  for  which  all  should  pay ;  and  this  is  becoming  more  manifest 
every  year,  as  the  communication  through  the  rural  districts  is  increasing. 

I  thmk  our  present  system  of  management  is  efiicient,  and  I  would  cer- 
tainly not  divide  the  county  into  districts  in  any  new  measure. 

We  appoint  every  year,  at  our  General  Meeting  of  Trustees,  a  Road 
Committee,  composed  of  members  from  each  district,  and  all  details  are 
managed  by  this  Committee  between  our  different  half-yearly  tneetiogs, 
to  which  they  report. 

I  would  have  one  fund,  one  surveyor,  and  one  staff  of  officials.  I  attach 
the  greatest  importance  to  having  all  the  roads  under  one  surveyor.  At 
present  the  parliamentary  roads  are  maintained  by  contract  for  three 
years,  whereas  the  county  roads  are  all  done  by  piece  work.  The  efiect 
of  that  is  shown  by  the  following  statement : — 

The  repair  of  the  parliamentary  road  frt>m  Thurso  to  Wick,  a 
distance  of  21  miles,  is,  on  an  average  of  three 
years,  .....         L.403  18     6 

or  L.19»  4s.  per  mile. 

The  county  road  from  Thurso  to  Wick  by  Kilmster 
— the  same  in  extent,  and  on  whicn  a  much 
larger  amount  of  toll  is  levied,  costs,  on  an 
average  of  three  years,       .  .  .  258    8    0 

*  or  L.12,  5s.  per  mile. 

The  parliamentary  road  from  Wick  to  the  Ord, 
33  miles,  costs  per  mile  L.15,  6s.,  making  the 
average  repair  of  the  parliamentary  roads 
I4.17,  5s.  per  mile. 

The  average  cost  of  keeping  in  repair  57  miles  of 
county  roads,  producing  nearly  double  the 
amount  of  tolls  levied  on  the  parliamentary 
roads,  is  Ii.7, 198.  6d.  per  mile. 

My  inference  from  this  is,  that  the  management  of  the  roads  under  tbe 
Parliamentary  Commissioners  is  the  reverse  of  economical ;  and  in  spite 
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of  this,  I  do  not  consider  that  the  parliamentaiy  roads  are  in  a  better 
oondition  than  the  county  roads. 

I  think  it  would  be  desirable  that  some  of  the  tenants  should  hare  a 
Toice  in  the  management  of  the  roads,  and  also  the  Magistrates,  or  Com- 
missioners of  Police,  in  the  towns. 

My  idea  is,  that  the  assessment  should  be  levied  entirely  from  the 
owners,  with  relief  against  the  occupiers.  I  think  the  burden  should  be 
divided. 

At  present  there  is  an  assessment  on  occupants  in  towns  in  lieu  of 
statute  labour ;  and  the  great  opposition  to  the  proposed  assessment  has 
proceeded  from  owners  who  at  present  contribute  nothing  directly. 


of 
Caithness. 

-    Jamei* 
Sinelair,  £m]. 


EdMitrgh,  JFednado^,  25th  Moy  1859. 

MKIIBBBfl  PBBSBHT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.         |         Duncan  M^aren,  Esq. 
MR  SMTTHE  IN  THE  CHAIB. 


No.  III.  Mr  William  Bae^  Wick,  Examined  :— 

I  am  a  resident  in  Wick,  and  am  publisher  of  the  *'  Northern  En^gn"  Mr  W.  Rae. 
newspaper  there.  The  inhabitants  of  Wick  object  to  some  of  the  pro* 
posals  m  regard  to  a  new  Act  for  the  county,  which  is  intended  to  be 
applied  for.  We  object  to  the  burghs  being  included  with  the  county  in 
any  general  assessment.  At  present,  although  the  statute  labour  money 
collected  within  the  burgh  amounts  to  L.176  annually;  the  sum  ex- 
pended bv  the  Road  Trustees  on  roads  within  the  parliamentary  boun- 
dary of  the  burgh  does  not  amount  to  above  L.10  or  L.12  a  year. 

I  have  prepared  some  notes  upon  the  subject,  which  I  beg  to  hand 
in.  The  inhabitants  of  Wick  would  be  prepared  to  maintain  all  the 
streets  and  roads  within  the  parliamentary  boundaries,  if  they  were  dis< 
joined  from  the  rest  of  the  county,  and  with  a  separate  management,  and 
the  control  of  their  own  roads.  Ab  &r  as  the  mhabitants  of  Wick  are 
concerned,  it  would,  of  course,  be  better  for  them  if  there  were  no  tolls ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  the  tolls  cannot  be  said  to  a£fect  the  trade,  which 
is  mostly  carried  by  sea.  The  tolls  are  not  complained  of.  With  the 
exception  of  about  one  mile  of  turnpike  road  within  the  burgh,  main* 
tained  by  the  County  Road  Trustees,  and  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile, 
which  is  kept  in  repair  by  the  Commissioners  for  Highland  Roads,  the 
rest  of  the  streets  within  the  burgh  of  Wick  are  maintained  out  of  the 
burgh  funds,  in  so  far  as  regards  the  royalty;  and  from  other  sources 
aftermentioned,  in  as  far  as  regadrds  Pulteneytown  and  Louisbuigh.  The 
sum  annually  laid  out  on  the  streets  and  roads  in  the  royal  burgh  varies 
considerably,  and  an  average  can  scarcely  be  given. 

It  is  denved  from  the  town  funds,  with  the  exception  of  a  trifle  ex- 
pended by  the  Turnpike  Road  Trustees.  The  pavment  made  out  of  the 
common  good,  as  far  as  regards  Uie  roval  burgh  of  Wick,  may  be  deemed 
as  equivalent  to  what  the  feuars  of  Pulteneytown  are  called  upon  to  pay 
to  the  British  Fishery  Society,  in  respect  of  their  feus,  as  street  money. 
The  foot  pavements  in  Wick  and  Pultenevtown  are  maintained  by  the 
proprietors.  In  the  suburb  of  Lomsburgh,  which  is  within  the  parlia- 
mentary boundary,  the  roads  are  upheld  either  hj  the  occupants,  or  the 
proprietor,  Sir  Qeorge  Dunbar,  with  the  exception  of  a  portion  of  the 
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County       foresfud  1^  miles.     The  roadway  of  the  bridge  between  Fultenejlowii 

^  and  Wick  is  at  present  maintained  by  the  Commissioners  of  Hi^land 

CaiUmaai,     g^i^  j^qJ  Bridg^     It  was  built  partly  by  them  and  partly  by  subacrip- 

Mr  W.  Bae. "  ^^^^*     It  is  too  narrow,  and  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  who  are 

liable  for  its  improvement  and  repair.    But  the  ^wn  would,  I  think,  be 

prepared  to  undertake  this  burden,  provided  a  new  arrangement  were 

made  to  separate  the  bm^h  from  the  county. 


Stavemeitt  as  te  Caithnew  Ko«48» 

{Handed  in  hy  Mr  Rae.) 

There  are  two  Road  Trusts  Iq  the  county^  both  composed  of  the 
heritors  of  the  county  of  L.lOO  old  valued  rent.  One,  for  the  large 
parish  of  Latheron,  which  joins  Wick  parish,  and  the  other  for  the 
remainder  of  the  county.  It  is  the  hitter  Trust  which  collects  and  ex- 
pends the  road  money  collected  within  the  parliamentary  burgh  of  Wick. 
In  a  note  to  the  return  moved  for  by  Lord  Elcho,  it  is  stated,  that  the 
Caithnesa  road  moi^y  is  o]^tained  as  follows^  viis. ; — 

Ist.  From  an  assessment  on  landlords,  .  .  L.  1,471  10  3 
2nd.  From  statute  labour,  ....  1,094  13  8 
dd.  From  tolls, 636    0    0 

Of  the  statute  labour  inoney  the  parliamentary  bui^h  of  Wick  pays 
one-sixth,  and  for  a  number  of  years  after  the  pasnng  of  the  Caithness 
Boad  Act,  every  male  in  the  towns,  above  16  years  of  age,  paid  3s.  of 
road  money  annually,  so  that  the  inhabitants  of  Wick  paid  then  a  much 
larger  sum  than  since  the  assessment  was  restricted  to  householders. 

There  are  tolL-baj's  on  all  the  roads  leading  into  the  town,  and  the 
larger  part  of  the  money  collected  from  that  source  is  obtained  at  Wick* 

The  trade  of  Wick,  which  is  almost  exclusively  herring  fishing,  boat 
building,  and  barrel  making,  is  carried  on  seawwd,  and  has  little  to  do 
with  the  county  roads. 

With  the  exception  pi  one  mile  of  road,  made  and  repaired  by  ^e 
County  Trust,  all  the  roads  and  streets  within  the  parliamentary  burgh 
of  Wick  are  made  and  repaired  from  other  sources  than  the  county 
road  funds  i  the  streets  of  the  royalty,  by  the  town  council,  out  of  town 
funds;  and  those  of  Put teney town — which  are  about  five  n^iles  long — ^by 
a  charge  of  fis.  on  each  small  feu,  and  this  sum  is  paid  to  the  Ikitish 
Fishery  Society,  the  owners  of  the  ground,  and  the  Society  is  bound  by 
the  charters  to  the  feuars^  to  make  and  keep  in  repair  the  streets  and 
roads  of  that  part  of  the  parliamentary  burgh  of  Wick. 

The  burgh  pays  annually  L.175  of  statute  labour  commutation  money 
for  making  of  county  roads,  and  before  the  assessment  was  restricted  to 
householders,  much  more,  yearly.  During  the  last  thirty  years,  a  very 
large  sum  has  been  paid  by  the  town  for  making  county  rpads,  and  with 
exception  of  the  one  mile  of  road  referred  to,  m^e  about  thirty  yean 
ago,  and  the  annual  repair  of  it  since — which  costs  L.IO  or  L.15  a  year — 
the  whole  has  gone  to  the  county  roads. 

Tha  present  County  Koad  Bill  expires  in  1860,  and  a  proposal  was  lately 
made  by  the  Boad  Trust,  of  a  uniform  a^ssment  on  tt^wi^s  i^nd  county  w 
Is.  per  £  ;  but  public  feeling  got  strong,  and  that  scheme  was  abandoned 
by  the  county  heritors.  Another  proposal  is  now  made  of  6d.  per  £  to 
be  laid  on  the  towns  of  Wick  and  Thurso.  At  the  latter  sum,  Wick  would 
have  to  pay  about  L.400  for  county  roads.  The  rental  of  the  parliamen- 
tary buigh  of  Wick  is  one-fifth  of  the  whole  county,  and  is  soon  likely  to 
be  increased  vf^  much»  in  the  event  of  the  proposed  breakwater  going  on. 

The  inhabitants  of  Wick  and  Thurso  are  strongly  opp9s^d  to 
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sessed  for  county  roads — ^i)articularlj  as  now  all  the  main  lines  of  roads       Coantj 
are  made,  and  the  others  are  in  a  great  measure  designed  for  the  improve-        .^^ 
ment  and  convenience  of  the  estates  on  which  they  are  to  be  made.     In    ^^     ***' 
October  last,  the  inhabitants  of  Thurso  held  a  public  meeting,  and  passed   ^^  yf,  Kae. 
resolutions,  pledging  themselves  to  oppose  any  assessment  on  that  town 
for  county  roads ;  and,  about  the  beginning  of  November  last,  at  a  large 
public  meeting  of  the  feuars  and  traders  of  Wick,  presided  over  by  the 
I'rovost,  the  following  resolutions  were  unanimously  passed : — 

"*'  That  the  resolution  of  the  Road  Trustees  of  the  county,  on  25th 
August  last,  to  ask  powers  from  Parliament  to  impose  a  uniform  assess- 
ment on  all  property  in  the  county,  including  (as  explained  by  their  pro- 
ceedings on  30th  September)  the  parliamentary  burgh  of  Wick,  for  the 
making  of  new  roads  in  various  landward  distriets,  and  the^  maintaining  of 
those  already  made,  is  unjust  in  principle,  in  so  far  as  regards  the  said 
parliamentary  burgh,  and  ought  to  be  resisted. 

**  (1.)  Because  there  are  no  county  roads  within  the  burgh,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  line  from  the  bridge  of  Wick  to  Broadhaven,  extending  to 
about  a  mile  in  length,  the  expenditure  on  which  is  very  trifling  compiured 
with  the  large  amount  levied  from  the  inhabitants  by  the  County  Boad 
Trustees  as  the  conversion  of  statute  labour,  while,  at  the  same  time,  the 
streets  and  thoroughfams  of  the  town  (with  the-aboneexeeption)  are  made 
and  maintained  without  the  aid  of  the  county  road  funds. 

'•*'  (2.)  Because  the- assessment  proposed  to  be  levied'  within  the  parlia- 
mentary burgh  would,  on  its  present  rental,  be  more  than  six  times  the 
amount  now  chargedon  the  inhabitants  as  the  convarsion'of  statute  labour, 
and  would  amount  to  nearly  one-fifth  of  the  entire  assessment  over  the 
county;  while  taking- into  view  the  rate  at  which  the- town  rental  is  rising, 
as  compared  with  thv  landward'  uortioDS*  of  the  countys  thi»  proportion^ 
may  be  expected  soon  to-  be  considerably  increasedb 

^*  (3.)  likcause  the  main  lines  of  road  in>  the  county  are  alteady  mad^, 
and  the  new  lines  proposed  by  the  Road  Trustees  being  more  for  the  pur^ 
pose  of  promoting  the  improvement  of  private  pnoperties  than-  for  any* 
pablic  benefit,  it  would  be  a  manifest  actof  injustice- to  tax  t^e  inhabitants 
of  this  burgh  for  making  or  maintaining  roads>  beyond  its  own  boundwies^ 
while  tihe  expense  of  the  burgh-  streets  and  thoroughfares  would  alttl  de- 
Yolve  upon  them. 

*^  (4.)  Because  the  meeting  believes  there  is  no  precedent  for  the  mea- 
sure now  about  to  be  attempted  by  the  Road  Trustees,  and  from  the  ne- 
culiar  nature  of  its  trade  (fishing  and.  fish-curiog),  this  burgh  is  entitled' 
rather  to  be  entirely  exempted  from  any  contribution  for  county  nads, 
than  to  have  increased  assessments  imposed  on  it." 

Similar  resolutions  were  agreed  to  by  the  Pulteneytown-  Improveient 
Commissioners,  who  are  elected  by  the  feuars  fbr  attending  to  the  stKetB' 
and  roads,  etc.,  of  that  part  of  the  pariiamentary  burgh* 

What  the  people  of  Wick  want  is,  to  make  and  repair  theirown  readi 
and  streets,  and  allow  the  county  to  do  the  same  with  thein«  They  ^el 
very  strong  on  that  point,  and  will  use  every  means  in  their  power  to  resist 
every  encroachment  on  what  they  conceive  to  be  their  rights. 

in  addition  to  the  foregoing  facts,  it  is  worthy  of  notice,  that  the  assess- 
ment which  has  been  raised  in  the  landward  part  of  the  parish  of  Wick, 
is  believed  to  have  been  more  than  has  been  expended  in^  making  and 
keeping  in  repair  the  roads  in  the  district,  and'  that  the  obligation  to  laj 
oat  the  various  assessments  in  the  parishes  where  they  are  latsed,  has  net 
been  AMnplied  with. 
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XXIX.  COUNTY  OF  SUTHERLAND. 


TntemesSf  W^dnuday^  Qth  Jufy  1850. 

IfEMBEBS  PBESBNT. 

William  Smyihe,  Esq.  |  Sir  Andrew  Orr. 

^     ,  MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 

Sutherland.  ^0*  I*  I^nald  Taylor,  Esq.,  Dornoch,  Examined: — 

Donald  I  am  clerk  to  the  Sutherland  Road  Trustees.    With  the  exception  of 

Taylor,  Esq.  i\^  roads  under  the  Highland  Roads  and  Bridges  Commissioners,  and  a 
road  from  Lairg  to  Scourie,  all  the  roads  in, Sutherland  are  under  one 
Act.  The  greater  part  of  the  road  from  Lail^  to  Scourie  is  maintained 
by  the  Duke  of  Sutherland.  It  was  made  partly  from  the  Highland 
Destitution  funds  and  partly  from  funds  supplied  by  His  Grace. 

The  existing  County  Act  is  6  and  7  Vict.,  cap.  71,  which  repealed  a 
former  Act  of  1  and  2  Geo.  IV.,  cap.  23.  Under  the  present  Act,  the 
Trustees  consist  of  all  persons  owning  lands  and  fishings  valued  in  tlie 
cess-books  at  L.lOO  Scots,  or  yielding  L.lOO  sterling  of  rent — with  their 
factors,  and  all  tenants  occupying  lands  or  fishings  at  a  rent  of  not  leas 
than  L.200,  if  such  tenant  be  nominated  by  a  geiMral  meeting.  General 
meetings  are  held  once  a  year,  and  special  meetings  when  required. 

The  whole  county  is  worked  upon  one  system,  and  witn  one  fund. 
There  are  384  miles  of  road  maintained  by  the  Statute  Labour  Trustees. 

The  asse^ment  is  imposed  at  the  annual  general  meeting,  and  is  now 
imposed  and  levied  according  to  the  Valuation  Roll,  on  all  proprietors— 
the  maximum  being  Is.  per  £,  except  as  to  proprietors  at  L.IO  and  under, 
upon  whom  it  does  not  exceed  6d. 

This  assessment  is  levied,  in  the  first  place,  wholly  from  proprietors, 
and  they  have  the  power  of  recovering  one-half  from  their  tenants. 

Although  we  levy  according  to  the  Valuation  Roll,  leaseholders  are 
exempted  whose  leases  are  for  shorter  periods  than  99  years.  The  aasess- 
ment  includes  the  burgh  of  Dornoch. 

In  addition  to  this  assessment,  we  have  a  special  assessment  for  bridges 
and  ferries,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  10s.  on  the  L.100  sterling.  It  is 
levied  on  proprietors.  This  has  been  levied  annually  for  the  last  10  years 
at  least,  over  all  the  county.  It  is  applicable  for  building  bridges  and 
ferry  piers,  the  ordinary  repairs  being  aefrayed  out  of  the  ordinary  road 
assessment. 

There  are  several  public  ferries — ^five,  at  least— on  which  tolls  are  levied 
for  crosnng.    The  only  one  that  yields  any  revenue  is  the  Meikle  Ferry 
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across  the  Dornoch  Frith.    On  the  other  ferries,  a  man  is  placed  to  take      Coimty 
charge  of  them,  and  he  gets  the  fares  for  his  tnmhle — ^these  having  heen    ^   v^i 
fixed  by  the  Commissioners  of  Supply.  Sotherland. 

The  Road  Trustees  have  a  collector  of  their  own.  Bonild 

The  assessment  for  Highland  roads  and  bridges  is  imposed  by  the  Com-  Taylor,  Esq. 
missioners  of  Supply,  and  collected  by  the  countv  collector. 

At  present,  the  same  individual  collects  all  the  county  rates ;  but  the 
statute  labour  collection  is  made  at  a  different  time,  from  the  other  assess- 
ments.   The  collector  and  treasurer  receive  L.10  per  annum. 

The  revenue  from  assessments  and  all  other  sources, 
to  be  expended  on  roads,  bridges,  and  ferries, 
for  the  year  1856-57  was    ....    L.  1,581  17    6 
„  1857-58,  ....         2,047  11     4 

The  rate  of  assessment  varies  from  7d.  to  9d.  per  £.  We  let  our  roads  by 
contract,  and  our  expenditure  does  not  vary  much,  one  year  with  another, 
unless  there  be  some  extraordinary  outlay  from  floods. 

We  have  one  surveyor  for  the  whole  of  the  roads,  but  he  has  no  concern 
with  the  parliamentary  roads. 

Previous  to  the  existing  Act,  the  county  was  divided  into  districts.  I 
was  not  clerk  under  the  former  s^tem,  but  I  should  thii^  that  the  present 
system  is  an  improvement  on  it.  It  is  certainly  cheaper  as  regards 
management.  The  roads  are  equally  well  kept,  and  the  whole  system, 
in  my  opinion,  operates  more  benefldaUy  for  the  county  at  large. 

We  have  a  good  many  tenants  who  are  nominated  to  act  as  Trustees, 
but  many  of  them  take  no  part  in  the  management,  although  some  do 
attend  the  meetings  regularly.  We  find  it  very  advantageous  having  these 
tenants  in  the  management ;  indeed,  from  the  circumstances  of  the  county 
of  Sutherland,  it  ^otdd  be  impossible  to  get  on  without  them..  We  never 
find  any  difficulty  in  getting  tne  tenants  to  agree  to  the  assessment. 

I  calculate  that  the  whole  assessment  for  roads  in  Sutherland,  boUi  par- 
liamentary and  statute  labour,  amounts  to  about  lid.  per  £,  being  7d.  on 
the  landlord  and  4d.  on  the  tenant. 

I  consider  that,  even  although  the  share  of  the  parliamentary  grant 
were  withdrawn,  it  would  be  better  for  the  county  if  all  the  roads  were 
placed  under  local  management,  and  supported  entirely  by  the  county 
assessment. 

I  do  not  consider  that  the  statute  labour  roads  are  kept  in  anything 
like  the  same  condition  as  tiie  parliamentarv  roads,  but  I  have  no  doubt 
we  could  keep  up  these  roads  in  equBl  condition  at  a  less  expense  than 
that  at  whidi  they  are  now  maintained. 


NOTB  of  Rbtehub  of  County  Boads  in  1856-57,  and  1857-^8,  frumished 
by  Mr  Taylor,  which  are  exclusive  of  Assessments  for  Parliunentary 
Roads,  and  for  Inverness  Bridge. 

I.  1850-57. 

1.  Anaount  of  assessment  on  heritors,  payable  80th  Jmie 

1857,  L.I9315  10    3 

2.  Amount  of  asMssment  on  fenars,  leaseholders,  etc,     .  71  16    1 

L.1^87    6    4 
Amount  payable  by  Commissioners  of  Northern  Light- 
houses (one-half 3,  foir  keeping  in  repair  Cape  Wrath 
Road, 16  16    4 

Carry  Forward,    L.1,404    3    8 
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Coants                                                                >Bro«^t  Fonmrd,    L.1,904    2    8 
e   .  ^^..    ^    tAmount  of  Bridge  Mid  fim^assestfrneat  on 
Suihcritod.        heritors a[i.ail2  14  10 

1>0DSIfl       Rent  of  Meikle  Ferry,  .  15    0    0 

Ta>Ioc/fiKq.  -CteneralPofit  Office,  foroEOinntig  the  niidls 

at  Meikle  Feivy,         ....  50    0    0 


bMaAAaxiAa 


177  14  10 


Total  wtreBOe,  185^'67,  L.1,681  17     % 

n.  1657-68. 

1.  Amount  01  a^essment  on  heritors,  payable  30th  June 

1858, L.1,760  19  10 

2.  Amount  of  Assessnaent  ion  fstttimyleaseholdersj'^te.,    .  66    1    3 


L.l,e47    1     1 
Amount  payable  ^  Commlssionerfi  of  Northern  Liglit* 

houses,  etc., 18  12     0 

l^mount  of  bndge  and  ferry  assessment  on 

hevitors, L.117    7    9 

iiieiit  of  Meikle  Ferry,  ...  14  10    0 

General  Post  Office,  for-erossing  the  mails 

at  Meikle  F^ity^       .        .  ft)    0    0 


131  17    9 


Tdtril  rtrenue,  1857-68,        .        L.2,047  11     4 


STo.  II.  Mr  Rt^9fi  Wright,  Gokpie,  Examined  :^ 

Mr  R.  Wrixht*  '^  *™  mnrveyor  of  the  whole  l^oads  in  the  county  (^  Sulheriand,  with  the 
exception  of  the  pariiamentary  roads.  "My  salary,  as  surveyor,  is  L.180 ; 
for  this  I  keep  a  Wse,  ond  pay  my  own  travellings  expenses.  I  have  no 
sub-surveyor  under  me.  The  whole  of  the  roads  are  maintained  by  coU'^ 
tfiict,«-^generally  for  four  'years.  The  'eontractors  are  all  working  -men. 
The  largest 'contract  is  for  23  miles.  Upon  tlie  i^hole  384  miles  of  roads, 
we  have  24  contractors.  I  draw  the  specifications,  and  it  is  my  business 
to  see  that  the  contracts  are  properly  executed.  These  contractoi^  may 
be  assimilated  to  foremen  with  gaiigs,  employed  upon  particular  secUons 
of  the  road,  in  other  counties. 

I  httve  a  thorough  control  over 'the  general  condition  of  the  toad  under 
the  presetlt  system,  'which  I  could  not  have  over  day  labourers.  If  1  had 
a  staflF  of  surveyors  under  me  who -could  control  the  day  laboorers,  the 
system  might  answer,  but  the  e^paDse  would  be  enormous.  We  should 
require  at  least  five  sub-surveyors  in  Sutherland,  to  see  that  the  work  was 
properly  done.  The  contractors  at  present  have  generally  smifll  pieces  ctf 
land,  'and  liaVe  their  own  horses,  which  they  can  employ  upon  tiie  road  to 
advantage. 

The  ordinarj  annual  expense  of  maintenance  of  the  roads  in  Sutherland 
amounts  to  about  L.900 ;  but  this  does  not  include  extra  work  of  a^y 
kind,  such  as  improvements, 'damages,  ^or  expense  of  management,  etc. 
Including  these,  1' should  eay  that  the  average '  ordinary  expense  per  mile 
Was  Xi.2,  15s.,  management  and  new  works  being  still  excluded.  *!  should 
think  ^st  our  highest  rate  per  mile,  for  any  road,  was  about  L.6  or  L.7. 

I  make  an  annual  report  to  the  general  meeting  on  the  state  of  the 
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Toa^fl,  and  point  out  any  extra  outlay  fhaft  nay  b^  required.    And  we      County 
^ye  a  half-yearly  niteeting  m  April,  to  ii4iich  I  apply  if  any  thing  special    «,  ^^^,    . 
ia  required.  Buftertand. 

Our  contracts  all  expire  at  the  imme  time.   They  are  alirays  adyertised.  ^^  |^  WAsht. 
But  it  yery  often  happens  that  the  same  people  renew  their  contracts. 
There  are  seldom  any  eases  in  which  parties  haye  failed  to  impalement 
their  contracts. 

Nothing  occurs  to  m^  wlridi  I^cocdd  suggest  as  an  imptoyementon  the 
present  system  in  Sutherland. 

The  contractors  are  paid  hy  me  in  Hlhree  instahnents  «nnually,  and  I 
draw  upon  the  treasurer. 

I  do  not  think  that  an  assessment  on  horses  would  at  all  answer  in  the 
county  of  Sutherland.  I  think  that  roads  are  as  necessary  for  the  traffic 
of  sheep  and  cattle  as  for  horses ;  and  I  consider  that  it  is  peifectlv  fair 
that  a  sheep  fhrmer  should  pay  as  high  a  rate  for  roads  as  an  i^cultural 
fanner,  as  the  damage  dokie  to  rolids  by  "sheep  And  cattle  is  fully  as  great 
as  that  done  hy  cart  traffic. 

Under  the  present -system,  I  think  I  cotdd  manage  450  miles  of  road 
without  an  assirftstnt ;  but  I  should  "ndt  Kke  to  undertake  more  without  an 
assistant. 

I  atn  obliged  at  present  to  tfayel  oyer  a  «onsidet%ble  poition  of  the 
parliamentary  roads  in  following  my  own  work,  and  therefore  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  whole  roads  of  the  county  would  be  better  maintained 
tind^  one  single  management. 


No.  ni.  Qtorge  Dempgter,  Esq.  of  Skibo,  Examined':''^ 

I  am  a  proprietor  in,  and  conyener  of  the  county  of  ^ulberland.    I  hav6  *    Georgt 
heard  the  notes  of  the  evidence  of  Mr  Taylor  and  Mr  Wright  read  oyer,  I>«mp«t«>'»  Esq. 
and  I  consider  that  their  statements  as  to  the  system  of  managing  the 
roads  in  Sutherlandshire  are  correct. 

The  roads  in  Sutherland  are  either  parHamentary, — that  is,  originally 
made  at  the  joint  expense  of  parliament  and  the  heritors,— H>r  statute 
labour. 

1st,  The  Parliatnmtaty  Roads  are  06 i  miles  in  length.  They  are  now 
wholly  maintained  by  a  tax  on  the  rental  of  the  heritors,  as  the  same  was 
assessed  for  the  Property  Tax  in  1815,  with  the  addition  of  the  small 
annual  sum  allowed  by  parliament,  now  reduced  to  L.114,  128.  4d.  The 
annual  charge  on  the  heritors  for  these  roads  may  be  put  at  from  L.500 
to  L.700,  or  more ;  or,  taking  it  at  L.600,  and  the  rental  of  1815  at 
L.33,878,  at  about  4d.  per  £  on  that  rental ;  or  at  about  3d.  per  £  on 
the  real  rental  of  L.52,310. 

2d,  The  Statute  Labour  Roads  are  384  miles  in  length,  with  numerous 
bridges.  These  roads,  of  which  the  greater  part  were  also  made  from  the 
same  fund  (statute  labour),  with  a  portion  of  them  made  at  the  expense 
of  the  Duke  of  Sutherlana,  but  now  maintained  by  the  Trust,  are  kept  up 
by  a  yarying  annual  assessment  imposed  on  the  heritors  on  their  real 
rental,  with  relief  from  their  tenants  of  one-half,  but  this  last  limited  to 
4id.  per  £.  Taking  this  assessment  at  8d.  per  £  on  the  real  rental 
(L.52,310),  the  hentors  pay  for  parliamentary  and  statute  labour  roads 
together  lid.  per  £,  if  we  reckon  what  is  paid  by  their  tenants  as 
really  paid  by  themselves ;  or  7d.  per  £,  if  we  take  the  opposite  yiew. 
There  is  also  a  varying  assessment  solelv  paid  by  the  heritors  for  the 
maintenance  of  piers,  ferries,  and  larger  bridges,  which,  taken  at  5s.  in 
the  L.lOO  of  real  rental,  amounts  to  about  one  halfpenny  per  £. 

3d,  There  is  a  road  of  about  30  miles,  on  the  line  from  Lairg  to 
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County       ScourUi  maintained  entireW  bj  the  Duke  of  Sntherland,  having  been 

^  ^.^^.    .    made  in  1847i  one-half  by  the  moner  collected  for  Highland  destitution, 
Sntherland.    ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^    ^j^^  j^^^  himself. 

George  ^^^»  ^^®  whole  of  the  roads  are  extraordinarily  good,  at  least  for  light 

'Benpster^Esq.  traffic ;  and  it  may  be  a  question  whether  a  county,  so  large  in  surface 
and  so  poor  in  rental,  b  justified  in  keeping  them  up  to  such  a  luxurious 
standard. 

6thy  The  only  remarks  I  have  to  offer  to  the  Commissioners  are,  1st, 
That  it^  is  evidently  probable  that,  sooner  or  later,  the  parliamentaiy 
roads  will  be  merged  into  the  statute  labour  roads,  and  the  whole  man- 
aged bv  that  one  Trust ;  and  2d,  That  from  there  being  no  towns  in 
Sutherland,  and  no  mam^ftctures,  and  few  or  no  persons  of  independent 
means  and  substance  resident  in  it,  I  am  unable  to  see  how  any  mode  of 
maintaining  its  roads  can  be  contrived  other  than  by  an  assessment  cm 
lands,  as  at  present.  I  make  no  mention  of  tolls,  though  the  Road  Acts 
allow  them,  as  the^  are  manifestly  unsuited  to  such  an  extensive  and 
thinly  peopled  district.  They  were,  in  fact,  tried  for  a  few  years,  bars 
having  been  erected  at  Bonar  Bridge  and  Helmsdale  ;  but  it  was  found 
that  &e  receipts  were  small,  and  that  these  bars  pressed  unequally  on  the 
neighbourhood. 

I  consider  that  the  present  system  is  a  decided  improvement  on  the  dd 
system,  under  which  the'oounty  was  divided  into  districts. 

By  our  Act,  we  are  precluded  from  making  new  roads.  K  %  new  road 
were  necessarv,  we  have  no  means  of  making  it;  nor  have  we  power,  even 
if  a  new  road  were  made  by  a  proprietor,  to  expend  any  part  <Kf  the 
assessment  on  its  repair.  The  Act  applies  exclusively  to  roads  made 
before  its  date,  and  specially  enumerated  in  a  Schedule  annexed  to  it. 

My  own  opinion  is,  that  if  we  had  the  management  of  the  parliamentary 
roads,  along  with  the  other  roads  in  the  county,  it  would,  on  the  whole, 
be  better  for  ns  altogether. 
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XXX,  COUNTY  OF  ARGYLL. 


Tuesday,  l&tk  Matvh,  1869. 


ICEMBSBfl  PRIS8BNT. 

Willuun  Smythe,  Esq.  |     Bight  Hon.  Sir  J.  M'NeiU. 

D.  McLaren,  Esq. 

MB  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIB. 


Coimtj 

No.  I.  Robert  Macktchlany  Esq.  of  Madachlan^  Examined: —  .  of 

Argyll. 

I  am  conrener  of  the  county  of  Argyll.  The  roads  in  that  county  are  Bobert  Mao- 
managed  nnder  a  local  Act  passed  in  1843.  The  whole  system,  both  of  iaoUan^  Esq. 
tumpuce  and  statute  labour,  is  done  away  with  by  that  Act,  the  fiinds 
necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  the  roads  being  provided  by  means  of  an 
assessment.  The  Act  divides  the  county  into  10  districts,  and  gives  to 
each  distiict  the  separate  power  of  assessing  what  is  required  for  their 
own  wants.  From  the  geographical  position  of  the  countv,  it  naturally 
falls  into  these  districts.  We  have  never  found  any  difficulty,  but  great 
advantages  from  the  division ;  and  my  opinion  is,  that  the  Act  has  worked 
exceedingly  well.  It  is  satisfactory  to  the  public,  and  under  it  the  roads 
have  been  graduaUy  improved.  There  is  a  maximum  to  which  our  assess- 
ment extends,  viz.,  8d  per  £,  and  a  minimum  of  4d.  per  £  is  laid  down 
by  the  Act.  This  assessment  is  levied,  half  on  occupiers  and  half  on 
owners.  There  is  also  a  power  to  levy  an  assessment  on  horses  to  the 
amount  of  48.  on  each  horse,  where  the  party  is  not  otherwise  assessed  to 
that  amount.  There  is  also  a  further  power  to  the  districts  to  levy  an 
additional  assessment  of  4d.  per  £  on  proprietors  only,  for  making  new 
roads,  or  providing  for  any  sudden  damage,  when  the  ordinary  assessment 
is  insufficient. 

Some  of  the  Argyllshire  Boads  are  placed  under  the  charge  of  Her 
MMesty*s  Commissioners  of  Highland  Boads  and  Bridges.  Of  these,  the 
military  line  is  maintained  at  the  expense  of  the  countv  at  large ;  the 
account  of  the  money  exp«ided  on  it  being  apportioned  yearly  among 
the  several  districts,  according  to  the  amoimt  of  their  respective  valu- 
ations. 

The  expense  of  the  parliamentary  roads  (other  than  that  known  as  the 
military  line)  is  paid  by  the  districts  in  which  they  are  situated. 

2t 
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lUte. 

Amount. 

8d. 

L.381     1     0 

• 

8d. 

1,115    7    6 

8d. 

1,788    3  11 

8d. 

1,678  16  10 

8d. 

528     0     0 

6d. 

1,258  13     6 

8d. 

1,033  18  11 

8d. 

461     5     7 

8d. 

211     3     6 

6d. 

760  12    4 

L.9,106     3     1 

County  The  Commissioners  of  Highland  Roads  and  Bridges  advance  the  money 

.  ^^..        necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  the  roads  under  their  charge,  and  pre- 

I_ '       8®*^*  *"  account  of  the  moneys  they  expend,  on  the  30th  of  April  yearly ; 

Robert    Mao-  ^^^  there  is  a  clause  in  our  local  Road  Act,  which  makes  it  obligatory  to 

lachlan,  Esq.  pay  this  account  on  or  before  the  Ist  of  July  of  each  year,  under  a  penalty 

m  case  of  &ilure  to  do  so. 

With  the  exception  of  the  two  districts  of  Lorn  and  Islay,  the  maximum 
gum  leviable  was  raised  in  1858.  I  hand  in  a  note  of  the  amount  of  the 
present  assessment  for  both  classes  of  roads,  levied  for  the  whole  county. 

Note  of  Assessment  for  Roads  in  the  Gouittt  of  Arotll, 

March  1868. 


North  Argyll  District, 
South  Argyll     do. 
Gowal  do. 

Eintyre  do, 

Tarbert  do 

Lorn  do. 

Mull  do. 

Ardnamurchan  do. 
Morvein  do. 

Islay  do. 


In  the  district  of  Cowal,  there  was  an  additional  assessment  levied  in 
1858  on  proprietor  only^  of  2d.  in  the  JLf  in  consequence  of  great  damage 
by  floods. 

I  am  not  aware  of  any  additional  assessment  in  1858  in  the  other 
dislncts. 

In  regard  to  improvements,  or  ttaking  new  roads,  we  do  not  find  that 
there  is  any  undue  weight  given  to  the  personal  influence  of  proprietorBs 
but  in  the  district  with  which  I  am  more  immediatriy  concerned,  the  nilt 
we  foilew  is  to  require  the  proprietors,  cr  parties  interested,  to  make  a 
road,  hefore  we  take  the  burden  of  maintainiag  it  on  the  district  funds. 

I  wovld  observe  that,  by  the  14th  Section  of  our  Aot,  questieas  arising 
iraxMig  the  Trustees  at  district  meetings  are  determined,  not  per  oajNta, 
but  ftcc(n!diDg  to  the  vake  of  the  property  in  the  district,  held  hj  the 
Trustees  present,  in  person  or  by  proxy  ;  and  no  question  can  be  carried 
which  is  not  supported  by  Trustees  representing  two-thirds  of  the  valw 
of  the  property  of  the  district  and  present  at  the  meeting.  We  consider 
tMs  dause  very  valuable  as  affording  material  seoarity  against  peesiUe 
abuse ;  as,  without  some  such  provision,  penone  having  a  comparalively 
small  interest  might  throw  a  great  burden  on  the  larger  piopiielon. 

We  have  no  separate  fund  for  bridge  money,  as  our  Act  indudes 
bridges. 

In  regard  to  the  roads  on  islands,  wo  have  not  experienced  much  diffi- 
culty, nor  has  there  been  an^  objection  to  the  islands  paying  the  same 
rate  of  assessment  as  the  mamland.  We  consider  thai  public  needs  on 
islands  have  a  claim  to  be  maintained,  and  that,  in  allocating  the  iBonc^ 
to  be  expended,  due  regard  should  be  had  to  the  requirements  of  each 
island,  and  to  the  amount  of  assessment  levied  upon  it. 

We  have  occasionally  had  questions  as  to  the  sum  to  be  afiocated  to  an 
island,  but  these  have  hitherto  been  settled  on  the  principle  I  have  slated. 

There  is  a  particular  provision  in  the  Act  as  to  the  assessment  witiiin 
burghs.    The  same  rate  ei  assessment  is  raised  within  burgh  as  m  the 
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landward  iiarfts  of  tlie  district ;  and  two^Utiids  of  4he  amcniiil  of  ibo      OoquIj 
asaesameiit  is  haoded  over  to  the  magisteates  of  thesa  burgihs,  in  oonsideDii  of 

ation  of  their  maintaining  the  streets  and  roads  witidn  their  booaderieB,       Ar^ryll. 
the  remaining  one4hird  being  retained  bj  the  comdy.    This  >^>*'<^^  T>ot^II — «# 
nent,  I  heAiave,  has  been  found  satisfMtorT,  at  least  I  am  not  aware  ef  u^i.«»  v«n^ 
mkj  i^miilainl  haviag  been  made.    In  the  burghs  cf  Ounpbelten  and  1m^  '^^^  ^' 
Tenurj,  thit  magistrates  keep  up  only  the  loads  and  atieets  within  the 
royalties.    In  the  burgh  of  Oban,  thegr  baire  efaange  of  the  voads  and 
Streets  within  the  parlmmentary  boundaries  ;  but  they  aee  only  entiiSed 
to  roeciva  two^thirds  of  the  aflsesameat  raised  on  honses,  Ceus,  and^gar* 
dens,  but  not  on  fiiurms  or  portions  of  farms  within  the  boiiiidaiieB. 

Our  Act  has  quite  done  away  with  all  distinctions  of  parishes ;  and  we 
find  an  advantage  in  having  a  larger  area,  with  one  surveyor  for  each 
district. 

Two  general  meetings  of  Road  Trustees  are  held  at  Inverary  yearly, 
one  on  Vie  30th  April,  and  the  other  on  the  last  Wednesday  of  September. 
These  general  meetings  have  a  control  over  the  district  Trustees,  who  are 
bound  to  transmit  to  them  full  and  exact  reports  of  all  their  proceedings, 
and  of  the  moneys  received  and  expended  by  them.  These  reports  are 
engrossed  by  the  clerk  of  the  general  meeting,  in  a  book  kept  for  the 
purpose,  which  may  be  inspected,  and  from  which  extracts  are  given 
when  required.  There  is  also  a  right  of  appeal  from  the  proceedings  of 
tbe  district  meetings  to  the  general  meetings. 

But  the  actual  management  of  the  roads,  bridges,  and  quays,  is  carried 
on  by  the  District  Trustees,  who  also  hold  two  annual  meetings ;  and 
there  is  a  convener  in  each  district,  who  has  power  to  call  special  meet- 
ings  when  required. 

The  surveyor  of  each  district  is  responnble  for  the  state  of  the  roads 
within  its  bounds,  and  contracts  with  proper  parties  to  keep  them  in  re- 
pair. There  is  also  a  committee  of  a  few  resident  Trustees,  who  examine 
and  audit  the  accounts,  and  who  direct  the  surveyor  if  any  difficulty 


Previous  to  the  statutory  meeting  in  March,  the  surveyor  is  required 
to  prepare  a  full  report  of  the  state  of  each  road  in  his  district,  with  an 
estimate  of  the  probable  sum  required  to  maintain  it  in  proper  repair  for 
the  year.  This  report  is  carenilly  considered  by  the  committee,  and 
altered  if  necessary,  and  is  then  presented  to  the  meeting  of  District 
Trustees,  which  lavs  on  the  yearly  assessment  accordingly. 

The  ferries  and  quays  are  under  the  Act,  as  well  as  the  roads  and 
bridges. 

In  some  of  the  districts,  they  have  made  use  of  the  power  of  borrowing 
money.  The  money  so  borrowed  is  secured  by  an  assignment  of  the  rates. 
Where  money  is  borrowed,  it  is  necessary  to  provide  a  sinking  fund  at  the 
rate  specified  in  the  Act. 

We  have  had  no  difficulty  practically  in  collecting  the  assessment.  I 
think  also  that  there  is  an  advantage  in  levying  the  assessment,  half  from 
owner  and  half  from  occupier. 

There  are  no  tenants  on  the  managing  bodv,  although  they  pay  half 
the  rate.  The  qualification  for  a  Trustee  is  L.200  a-year  of  real  rent, 
according  to  the  Valuation  Roll. 

There  was  no  provision  in  the  Act  for  interests  under  current  leases. 
It  was  probably  considered  unnecessary,  as  the  Act  was  a  relief  to  tenants, 
who  had  formerly  to  pay  statute  labour. 

There  was  nothing  payable  by  tenants  under  the  old  system,  except 
statute  labour, — the  sum  levied  for  the  parliamentary  roads,  as  well  as 
that  for  roads  of  general  communication,  being  payable  entirely  by  a 
stent  on  the  owners. 

My  opinion  is,  that  if  it  were  desirable  to  abolish  tolls  generally,  it  would 
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Conntjr      be  almost  impossible  to  arriye  at  an  equitable  substitute,  by  a  general 

,  ^'..        Act,  and  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  naye  local  acts  to  meet  tbe  par- 

Arinriu       ticular  requirements  of  each  county. 

Robert    Kac-     There  may  a  feeling  exist  as  to  assessing  pastoral  &rms  at  the  same 

lachlan,  Esq.  rate  as  arable  farms,  but  the  matter  has  not  come  before  the  Trustees  in 

the  shape  of  a  complaint.    There  is  nothing  that  hurts  a  road  more  than 

the  driving  of  sheep  and  cattle,  and  ther  are  driven  long  distances  in  our 

county,  on  the  wa^  to  the  southern  markets. 

There  is  a  provision  in  the  Act,  whereby  slate  quarries  are  siscnscd  at 
one*third  of  their  rental.  The  slate  quarries  in  Argyllshire  are  dtoated 
dose  to  the  sea-shore. 
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XXXI.  COUNTY  OF  BUTE. 


Otasgow^  Ikteiday,  l(Hh  Ma^  1859. 


MEMBEB8  PBB8E1IT. 

WiUiam  Smytbe,  Esq.  |  Sir  Andrew  Orr. 

Dancan  M'Laren,  Esq. 

MR  SMTTHE  IN  THE  OHAlBr. 


No.  I.  John  Muir,  Esq.,  Foley  Home,  Examined :—  Coooty 

Bate. 

I  am  conrener  of  the  comitj  of  Bute.  — - 

We  have  no  tolls  in  Bute.    The  roads  in  the  landward  part  are  entirelj  J*  l^oir,  Eb%. 
maintained  by  statute  labour  and  the  volontarj  contribntion  of  the  prin- 
cipal proprietor,  the  Marquis  of  Bute. 

I  would  rather  restrict  my  evidence  to  the  Island  of  Bute.  There  is 
no  special  Act  for  the  county.  The  farmers  give  their  statute  labour 
services,  or,  if  thev  prefer  it,  a  certain  sum,  which  is  fixed  as  a  conversion. 
There  are  42  miles  of  road  thus  kept  up  in  the  island.  The  roads  are 
now  much  cut  up,  owing  to  the  great  increase  of  summer  visitors,  who 
contribute  nothing  to  their  maintenance. 

The  streets  and  roads  in  Rothesay  are  kept  up  by  a  local  Act,  obtained 
some  years  ago,  under  which  it  was  di^'oined  from  the  Statute  Labour 
Trustees  of  the  county,  and  the  funds  are  managed  by  the  magistrates. 

The  landward  part  of  the  island  is  divided  into  three  districts,  each  of 
the  districts  being  under  the  charge  of  one  of  the  Justices ;  but  there  is 
only  one  surveyor  for  all  the  three  districts. 

The  funds  at  present  levied  are  very  far  short  of  what  would  be  required 
for  the  roads.  It  would  be  very  desirable  to  have  the  power  of  assessing 
the  county  generally  for  the  proper  means  of  maintaining  the  roads. 

The  landed  proprietors  would  not  object  to  such  an  assessment. 

I  think  the  assessment  should  be  upon  rental,  and  not  on  horses. 

The  difficulty  I  have  is,  how  we  are  to  get  at  the  people  who  come  ftom 
the  burgh.  My  own  opinion  is,  that  if  an  assessment  were  to  be  im- 
posed, the  magistrates  and  the  countv  gentlemen  should  endeavour  to 
amalgamate,  and  have  one  fund  for  the  whole  island,  appropriating  io 
each  the  proportion  required  for  the  burgh  and  landwm  part  respec- 
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County       tivelj.    The  magistrates  might  find  the  same  difficulty  in  reaching  the 

^^        farmer,  and  others  that  come  from  the  county  and  use  their  roads  and 

°   *        streets,  as  we  do  at  present  in  reaching  the  neople  that  come  fr»m  the 

J.  Mair,  Esq.  hui^h,  if  they  were  not  united.    In  a  county  like  Bute,  the  only  fair  way 

would  be  to  have  a  uniform  assessment  over  the  town  and  county. 


No.  II.  Mr  Thomas  Hutson,  Examined  : — 


Ifr  T.  Hotson.  I  am  a  road  surveyor  in  Rothesay,  Bute.  There  is  never  above  L.60 
collected  for  statute  labour  assessment  in  the  landward  part  of  the  Island 
of  Bute,  besides  the  serticeti  which  are  enlv  pdrfSormed  with  horses  and 
carts,  without  manual  labour.  Exclusive  of  services,  I  should  think  the 
sum  annually  laid  out  is  not  under  L.200.  There  are  heavy  carts  now, 
and  a  ton  weight  and  more  is  carried  trpon  sorae  of  them.  These  carts 
are  used  for  carrying  farm  produce,  coals,  and  tiles.  The  largest  rent  in 
the  island  is  about  L.300,  and  there  are  a  good  many  at  L.50  or  L.60. 
Any  farm  above  L.40  would  keep  three  horses,  and  those  paying  L.100 
will  keep  five.    Most  of  them  keep  mares  for  breeding. 

I  do  not  think  the  carriages  used  by  the  summer  visitors  do  much 
damage  to  the  roads.  It  is  at  a  season  when  the  roads  are  hard ;  and 
the  roads  are  moflkly  eat  up  by  country  carts,  which  go  all  threugh  the 
year,  and  in  all  kinds  of  weather.  We  have  a  kind  of  scale  for  statute 
labour,  which  commences  at  128.  6d.,  and  goes  up  to  27b.  6d. 

The  proportion  is  not  very  fair,  because  the  high-rented  farms  pay 
very  little  more  than  the  low-rented  fkrms. 


No.  in.  Mr  Matthew  ffunter,  Examined  ^^ 


Mr  M.  ^nter.  t  am  superintendent  of  roads  and  streets  within  the  burgh  of  Rothesay. 
There  is  a  rate  raised  in  the  burgh  of  8d.  per  £,  one-third  of  which  is 
applied  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  burgh  roads  and  streets,  the  re- 
mainder of  the  rate  bein^  for  lighting  and  police  purposes. 

The  amount  applicable  for  streets,  on  an  average  of  the  last  three 
years,  is  about  L.260.  There  has  also  been  L.IOO  voted  each  year  for 
the  last  three  years  firom  the  Common  Good  of  the  burgh  in  aid  oi  this 
assessment.  The  roads  during  the  last  tluree  years  have  cost  about 
L.460,  being  L,100  more  than  we  had  funds  in  baud  for  ;  but  this  expen- 
diture included  some  improvements,  which  will  not  be  likely  to  recur, 
and  our  expenditure  wilt  not  be  more  than  one-half  for  some  time  to 
come. 

The  iaie  is  leviable  half  firom  owners  and  half  firom  occupants ;  but  oc- 
cupants are  occasionally  exempted  on  account  of  poverty.  The  result  of 
our  recent  outlay  has  been  to  put  our  streets  and  roads  in  pretty  good 
order. 

I  think  the  inhabitants  of  the  burgh  would  object  to  bemg  amalga- 
mated with  the  landward  portion,  the  trafllc  of  the  landward  part  on  the 
burgh  roads  beittg  much  greater  than  that  of  the  burgh  part  on  the  county 
roads. 

The  most  of  the  traffic  !s  in  and  about  the  town,  and  the  cost  per  mile 
there  must  be  much  greater  than  in  the  landward  part.  There  are  about 
nme  miles  of  roads  and  streets  within  the  burgh. 
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UUUUIJ 

'  Bum. 

1  am  postmaster  at  Millport,  in  the  bland  of  Cambnio,  eotmty  df  Bvte.  j^g^^fi^ 
There  is  only  one  road  in  the  island  whieh  we  consider  a*  pnblie  road/  Wisbart. 
It  extends  from  the  southern  part  of  the  island  to  the  east.  It  Is  aboWK 
four  miles  in  letsgth,  and  is  kept  np  entirely  by  voltinlary  MlbMriptions. 
liovd  Glas^oir  and  the  Marqnfs  of  Bute  are  pMpriettfirs  «f  the  whole 
islaiid.  We  tried  to  kfy  a  voluntaify  assessment  last  year  of  2d.  per  £^— 
one-half  on  owners,  and  one^half  on  oeenpants  ;  but  wo  otAf  raised  abottC 
one-iburth. 

The  road  is  in  very  bad  condition.  The  whole  traffic  is  agrieoltiira} 
traffic^  except  in  the  village,  where  there  is  carting  of  stones  and  goods 
from  the  harbour. 

Applications  haTe  been  made  to  the  proprietors,  Ifat  nothing  has  been 
dene  for  some  years  by  them  towards  maintaining  iStie  road.  Tbofie  tm 
tlurteen  farmers  on  the  island,  and  it  is  a  great  oljeet  to  them  to  have 
this  road  in  good  order.  They  send  their  &iry  produce  to  Glasycow  by 
the  steamer  every  morning.  The  rental  of  Gumbrae  is  L.6,200,  of  which 
L.  1,590  is  land,  and  the  remainder  the  village  of  Millport.  We  have 
thought  several  times  of  calling  out  the  statute  service,  but  have  found 
great  difficulty  in  doing  it ;  ind^  I&  Muir,  Lord  Bute's  factor,  advised 
us  not  to  attempt  it.  There  are  two  resident  Justices  of  the  Peace  in 
the  island.  I  thmk  it  would  be  very  desirable  to  have  a  power  of  assess- 
ment for  keeping  up  the  roads.  I  am  inspeotor  of  poor,  and,  knowing 
the  rental,  I  took  the  charge  of  the  voluntary  assessment. 


No.  Y.  Jatms  Paturton^  Esq..  Lsnlash,  Arran,  Exauui»d  :-— 

I  am  fiu^er  for  the  Duke  of  Ham&hon  ki  Arran.  There  are  no  turn-  james 
pikea  in  the  island.  There  are  16  miies  of  parliamcntaiy  roads,  imder  patenon,  Esq. 
the  Commissioners  for  Highland  Roads  and  Bridges.  There  are  about 
60  miles  of  other  roads,  which  are  maintained  by  statute  labour,  or 
directly  by  the  Duke.  The  roads  kept  up  by  the  Highland  Boad  Com- 
nissionen  are  from  Brodick  to  Blackwater,  right  acroes  the  island,  said 
from  Brodick  to  a  point  south  of  Lamlash.  The  sum  paid  by  the  pro^ 
prietor  for  these  roads  is  from  L.40  to  L.80  a  jfoar.  They  are  under  the 
cfaaige  of  Mr  Mitchell  at  Inverness ;  but  be  is  seldom  in  the  island)  and 
the  person  who  looks  after  them  lives,  I  believe,  at  Inverary.  I  cannot 
saj  bow  often  he  visits  them.  The  roads,  I  believe,  are  usually  let  oa 
contract  from  year  to  year,  to  a  contractor  who  lives  on  the  island*  I 
merely  get  a  note  of  the  chmrge  annually  from  the  Sheriff*01erk  at  Botbe^ 
aay,  and  I  remit  the  numey  to  htm. 

The  statute  bbour  consists  of  six  days'  labour  yearly  by  the  tenants 
and  their  cottars.  A  number  of  them  prefer  paying  a  money  conversion. 
The  Duke  also  requires  each  of  his  tenants  to  give  three  days'  labour,  in 
addition,  upon  bye-roads.  The  statute  labour  was  fixed  by  an  act  of  the 
Justices  at  Rothesay  for  the  county  of  Bute,  on  the  6th  of  May  1825. 
OoctipaBts  at  a  rent  of  L.20  or  under  hsrve  to  pay  68. ;  when  above  L.20,' 
and  under  L.30,  7s.  6d.,  and  so  on  at  various  lates  up  to  27s.  6d.  for 
L.lOO  rent  or  upwards,  i  will  send  the  Gommissioners  a  copy  of  the 
act  of  the  Justices  to  which  I  have  alluded. 

The  Duke  of  HamtltoB  is  proprietor  of  the  whole  island,  with  one 
triiSiiig  exception.  I  have  a  maa  under  me,  to  whom  the  spedal*  elMurger 
of  the  roads  is  committed;  but  i  o^ect  the  eonvernon  money  by  one  of 
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CooDly      raj  clerks,  and  pay  the  overseer  his  salarr.    He  goes  round  the  island, 

^  takes  the  people  out,  and  sees  that  they  do  thdr  work, — ^taking  care  not 

^°^*        to  interfere  with  seed-time  or  harvest.     The  system  is  a  very  awkward 

Jameii       P^^®  <>^  madiinery,  and  works  very  badly.     It  is  a  great  objection  that 

Paiertou,  Esq.  the  services  can  only  be  called  out  at  special  times,  irrespective  of  the 

wants  of  the  roads. 

This  is  practically  the  case ;  but  still  it  ought  not  to  be  overlooked 
that  it  presses  as  lightly  as  is  possible  upon  the  numerous  small  tenants 
who  hold  the  greater  part  of  the  land  in  the  island,  a  great  number  of 
•  whom  would  rather  work  the  six  days  than  pay  the  small  convonsion. 

There  is,  in  fact,  no  doubt  that  the  roads  would  be  in  better  order 
through  the  whole  year,  were  paid  labourers  kept  regularly  working  on 
them ;  but  the  payment  of  the  funds  to  meet  that  expense  would  press 
somewhat  heavily  upon  the  poorer  tenantry. 

Whenever  any  extraordmary  work  is  to  be  done,  I  have  to  find 
labourers  and  pay  them.  Any  bridges  that  have  been  built  in  nay 
time  have  been  erected  by  the  Duke  out  of  his  private  funds.  In  fad* 
the  Duke  expends  every  year  more  than  the  statute  labour  money 
amounts  to. 
The  rental  of  the  Island  of  Arran  is  about  L,l  1,000. 


Act  of  the  Justices  for  the  Gountt  of  Bute. 

{Handed  in  by  Mr  Paterson.) 

At  Rothesay,  the  6th  day  of  May  1825,  which  day  the  Justices  of 
Peace  and  Commissioners  of.  Supply  of  the  Shire  of  Bate,  con- 
rened  in  a  general  adjourned  meetmg,  having  taken  under  con- 
sideration the  Acts  of  1st  May  1809,  and  1st  May  1815,  as  to  the 
public  highways  within  the  shire,  together  with  the  Statute  of 
the  second  Parliament  of  King  Charles  II.,  cap.  16,  and  other  rela- 
tive statutes,  deem  it  proper  to  make  improvements  on  the  regula- 
tions prescribed  by  said  Acts,  and  do  accordingly  now  enact  and 
ordain :— - 

That  all  heritors  in  the  natural  possession  of  their  own  lands,  and  other 
heritors,  manu&eturers,  merchants,  traders,  buss-owners,  and  shop' 
keepers :  and  also  all  tenants,  cottars,  or  others,  unmarried  as  well  as 
married,  and  whether  occupying  houses  of  their  own  or  living  in  the  fami- 
lies of  their  parents  or  other  persons,  when  arrived  at  a  time  of  life 
which  subjects  them  to  statute  labour  on  the  high  roads,  and  when  they 
•re  understood  to  gain,  or  be  capable  of  gaining,  a  livelihood  for  them- 
selves, shall  continue  liable  to  the  performance  of  the  statutory  aerrioe ; 
and  when  their  personal  service  shall  be  dispensed  with,  it  is  to  be  on  the 
express  condition  that  they  pay  in  the  terms  herein  afterwards  set  forth : 
And,  accordingly,  it  shall  remain  competent  to  the  overseers  of  the  respec- 
tive districts  in  the  shire  to  call  such  persons  to  come  out  and  poform 
the  same  personally,  but  who,  at  the  same  time,  may  dispense  with  actual 
service,  on  receiving  the  compositions  now  prescribed. 

That  the  personal  service,  when  not  diaaenaed  with,  must  be  such  as  an 
ordinary  employer  is  entitled  to  require  from  people,  and  their  carriages 
hired  by  hhn  at  day's  wages—thait  is,  from  six  m  the  morning  till  six 
in  the  evening,  allowing  one  hour  for  rest  at  breakfast,  and  another  hour 
at  dinner-time. 

Thftt,  in  all  cases  where  the  pensonal  service  shall  be  dispensed  with, 
every  cottar,  labourer,  and  other  person,  not  being  an  heritor,  mannfius- 
turer^  merchant,  trader,  buss-owner,  shopkeeper,  or  carter,  or  not  oecnpy- 
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mfi  land  «9  a  tenant,  whether  living  in  the  lanilward  part  of  the  oountf      Comly 
of  Bute  or  in  the  burgh  of  Rothesay,  shall  be  liable  to  pay  a  eompositioa        ^^ 
of  three  shillings  yearly ;  and  every  heritor,  manufiscturer,  merchant,        ^_ 
trader,  buss-owner,  or  shopkeeper,  not  occupying  land  to  the  extent  of  a       Jmucs. 
plottgbgate,  whether  living  in  the  landward  part  of  the  county  or  in  the  fMsmfon,  .Esqj 
buigh  of  Rothesay,  shall  be  liable  to  pay,  providinjp  their  personal  service 
shaU  be  dispensed  with,  a  composition  of  six  shillings  annually;  every. 
carter  residing  in  the  burgh  of  Rothesay,  fifteen  shillings  sterling  yearljr  ;• 
and  other  persons  occupying  land,  when  their  personal  service  is  dis- 
pensed with,  shall  be  liable  to  pay  vearly  at  the  rates  follovring,  vie.—  * 
Such  as  do  not  possess  more  than  half  a  plooghgate,  as  the  same  shall  be. 
estimated  by  the  overseer  of  the  district,  four  shillings ;  such  as  occupy 
land  to  the  extent  of  a  full  plooghgate  or  upwards,  the  undermentioned 
aums-^hat  is  to  say,  when  the  rent  is  at  or  under  L.20,  six  shillings; 
when  it  is  above  L.20,  but  under  L«30,  seven  shillings  and  sixpence  ;  and 
when  it  is  L.30,  and  under  L.40,  ten  shillings;  when  it  is  L.40,  but 
under  L.50,  twelve  shillings  and  sixpence  :  and  when  it  is  L.50,  but  under 
L.60,  fifteen  shillings ;  and  when  it  is  L.60,  and  under  L.70,  sev<mteei^ 
shillings  and  sixpence ;  and  when  it  is  L.70,  but  under  L.80,  twenty 
shillings ;  and  when  it  is  L.80,  but  under  L.90,  one  pound  two  shillings 
and  sixpence;  and  when  it  is  L.90,  but  under  L.lOO,  or  upwards,  one 
pound  seven  shillings  and  sixpence,  all  sterling  money ;  which  composi- 
tions, in  the  case  of  occupiers  of  land,  as  well  as  heritors,  manufacturers, 
merchants,  traders,  buss-owners,  or  shopkeepers,  shall  not  be  held  as  re- 
lieving their  servants  firom  the  statute  labour,  whereunto  they  are  subject 
in  common  with  all  other  persons  not  occupying  land.    That,  on  or  he- 
fore  the  15th  of  June  annually,  the  several  persons  liable  to  statute  ser- 
vice shall  apply  to  the  overseer  of  the  district,  when  it  will  be  signified  to 
them  whether  their  personal  labour  will  be  dispensed  with  for  that  year 
or  not ;  and,  at  that  time,  those  who  are  excused  from  service  shall  pay 
\o  him  the  compositions  to  which  their  situation  subjects  them,  as  above 
prescribed, — ^it  being  necessary  that  the  extent  of  work  to  be  performed 
by  him  in  course  of  the  season  should  be  proportioned  to  his  means  for 
cairving  it  on. 

That  if  the  compositions  be  not  paid  up  as  aforesaid,  or  if  those  who 
are  required  to  perform  the  service  personally  UiX  to  do  so,  and  generally 
in  every  case  where  those  liable  to  work  do  not  apply  to,  and  settle  with, 
the  overseer  of  the  district,  within  the  period  above  mentioned,  they  shall 
be  considered  as  liable  to  be  subjected  in  payment  of  the  current  wa^ 
necessary  to  be  afforded  to  others  whom  it  mav  be  thought  proper  to  hue 
in  their  stead,  or  to  such  other  equivalent  as  the  magistrates  having  juris- 
diction in  that  respect  may  see  proper  to  award,  over  and  besides  the 
expense  of  levying  the  same ;  and  they  shall  further  be  held  as  con- 
senting that  summary  diligence  pass  against  them  for  the  xeoovery 
thereof. 

That  all  persons  coming  to  perform  their  services  personally,  must  bring 
with  them  their  whole  labouring  horses,  carts,  picks,  shovels,  and  such 
other  tools  as  they  are  possessed  of,  to  be  employed  towards  the  amend- 
ment of  the  highways  ;  and  in  the  event  of  their  failing  therein,  shall  be 
liable  to  pay  adequately  for  whatever  they  are  deficient  in  bringing, 
and  be  recovered  from  them  summarily  upon  a  certificate  of  the 
overseer. 

That  every  person  having  arable  land  adjoining  to  any  of  the  public 
roads  shall  be  obliged  to  make  headridges,  of  18  feet  in  breadth  at  least, 
parallel  to  the  roads,  under  the  penalty  of  twenty  shillings  sterling  for 
each  offence. 

When  any  ditches  have  been,  or  shall  hereafter  be,  made  alongside  of 
the  roads,  occupiers  of  the  ditches  shall  be  obliged  to  keep  the  same 
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%    Cbooty      scottred,  ai  <lftett  m  re<]^inred,  by  any  one  Ju^tiee ;  and,  in  defltult  tbtveofl^ 

**^        the  Jasdoea  may  anoint  proper  persons  *to  scour  the  ditehes,  at  the  t%^ 

*       pense  of  the  occupier;  and  if  he  shall  refuse  payment,  any  two  Josticev 

j^mt^      Bi<^  cause  lery  such  expeMe  by  dbtress  and  sale. 

FMenon^  1M(«     Ko  person  shall  lay  down  any  manure  for  land,  stones,  iktaber,  or  any 

Other  nuisance^  nearer  tban  five  yards  of  the  reaAs^  except  within  a 

sufficient  fence  between  it  and  the  road,  nor  riiall  any  stones  be  thrown 

Out  upon  the  roads,  or  middin^  of  sea- wrack  placed  thereon,  or  anything' 

else  eoramitted  whereby  the  roads  may  be  mmecessarily  Obstructed  or 

'rendered  ineonrenient,  imdier  the  penalty  often  shillnigs  sterling  for  each 

offence^ 

And,  farther,  the  Justieed  of  Peace  and  Obmnrissioners  of  8upi^  taling' 
into  consideration  the  state  of  the  forry  Urom  Kerry-croy  Tillage  to  Largs^ 
enact  and  ordain  that  the  feiry-boat  properly  navigated,  shafi  here- 
after proceed  from  Kenry-croy  to  Largs,  at  least  three  times  a  week,  on 
fbe  following  days,  viz. — ^Monday,  We£teeday,  and  Saturday,  and  always 
net  o«t  firom  Kerry -crqy  not  sooner  than  ten  o'clock  forenoon,  nor  later 
Chan  tweivo  o'efecfe  midHday,  and  return  in  the  course  cf  the  same  days. 
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XXXIL  COUNTY  OF  ORKNEY. 


W%dm»cUigf,  ^e*h  Mmrck  lfi69. 


>*»»«>*akalk' 


MBMBBBS  FABSBlCf . 

WilHttm  Symthe,  Esq.        |       Right  H«o.  Sir  J.  M'NcilL 
Duncan  H'Laren,  Esq. 

MR  8MYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  L  Dmid  Balfour ,  Bsq.of  Balfbar  and  Tktnabie,  Sxamined  t^     ^     ^f 

I  am  oonvcnar  of  ibo  county  of  Orkneji  and  chaimnm  of  the  Ccnmty       DaWd 
Roiid  Board.  Balfour,  Eiq. 

TlKre  never  were  any  turnpikes  in  Orkney,  and  in  getting  a  new  Aet| 
ire  thought  it  unadvisable  to  adopt  any  other  method  of  raising  fundtf  than 
by  means  of  assessment  on  knds  and  heritages.  There  ben^,  firom  our 
geographical  porition,  no  through  traffic  or  minerab,  we  considered  that 
soeh  an  assessment  would  be  siiUBeient  to  affect  all  parties  who  vsed  the 
roads  or  benefited  by  them.  We  adopted  an  assessment  on  lattdt  and 
heritages,  and  the  onW  distinction  that  was  made  was,  wo  levied  fipsns 
hooeeholders  only  one-half  of  what  we  levied  from  owners  or  ooeopiers  of 
land.  Under  onr  original  Road  Act,  4  and  6  Will.  lY.,  cap.  91,  the 
burden  was  almost  entirely  laid  on  occupiers.  Under  the  preseni  Act,  ii 
is  laid  onfr-half  on  owners  and  one-faan  on  occupants.  As  all  bvdens 
upon  tenants  are  virtually  and  ultimately  a  dednetion  from  the  rent^  the 
pr^iortion  to  be  paid  by  owners  might  probably  have  been  made  greater, 
but  for  the  very  large  number  of  small  proprietors,  which  made  it  neces- 
sary to  compromise  the  matter.  Above  L.20  the  tenants  have  generally 
leases. 

Our  new  Act  (1857)  constitutes  a  general  board  of  management  for  the 
whole  county,  but  having  a  special  c£irge  of  the  roads  in  the  mainland  ae 
one  district.  Evenr  island  m  the  county  is  by  the  Act  formed  into  a 
separate  <fistrict.  The  principal  provisions  of  the  Act  may  be  said  to  apply 
to  the  mainland  of  Orkney.  All  the  roads  authorised  to  be  made  by  the 
Act  have  not  been  made.  We  agreed  to  take  them  atriatimf  and  to  form 
the  great  trunk  road  between  Stromnessand  Kirkwall,  which  would  benefit 
the  greatest  number,  before  proceeding  with  the  others ;  and  that  is  now 
in  progress. 

By  the  Act,  an  assessment  for  making  and  miprovhig  roads  is  laid  on 
owners.  There  is  a  separate  assessment,  which  is  payable  wholly  by 
occupants,  as  a  commutation  of  the  old  statute  labour.  The  principle  of 
onr  Act  is,  that  the  owners  are  assessed  for  making  and  improving,  and- 
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Connty      the  occupiers  for  upholding  the  roads ;  but  these  two  assessments  lirtually 

i)  k  "*  ^^^  ®^®  fond. 

12^'         The  statute  labour  is  expressly  commuted  by  the  Act  into  an  annual 

Da? id        money  payment  by  occupiers  of  knds  and  houses ;  and  the  Trustees  are 

Balfour,  Bsq.  authorised  to  levy  Is.  per  £  on  owners  and  Is.  per  £  on  occupants.    The 

rates  presently  levied  are  6d.  on  owners  and  6d.  on  occupants  of  land,  and 

3d.  on  owners  and  dd.  on  occupants  of  houses,  including  the  burgh  of 

Kirkwall. 

We  have  exercised  our  power  of  borrowing  under  the  Act  to  the  extent 
of  L.  12,000.  The  Act  makes  special  provision  for  paying  off  the  monej 
borrowed,  by  a  sinking  fund. 

Both  Kirkwall  and  8tromness  are  in  the  mainland  district,  and  the 
assessment  is  .applicable  to  keeping  up  the  roads  and  streets  in  those  places. 
I  am  myself  a  proprietor  in  some  of  the  island  districts,  as  well  as  in  the 
mainland.  In  some  of  the  islands  in  which  I  am  interested,  I  have  been 
making  the  roads  out  of  my  own  private  funds.  By  section  46  of  the  Act, 
it  is  permissive  to  the  islands  to  lay  an  assessment  on  owners,  in  addition 
to  the  statutory  commutation  on  occupiers,  in  terms  of  the  Act,  and  some 
have  akeady  done  so ;  but  in  regard  to  the  mainland,  the  Act  is  imperative. 

Our  roads  in  the  mainland  are  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr  Mit- 
chell,  who  is  the  engineer  of  the  Highland  Roads  and  Bridges,  but  we 
receive  no  part  of  the  parliamentary  grant  to  the  Highland  Roads  and 
Bridges.  The  district  road  committees  are  subject  to  a  certain  control  of 
the  General  Road  Trustees,  and  a  state  of  their  accounts  has  to  be  rendered 
to  the  General  Board.  Our  Road  Trustees  on  the  mainland,  consbt  of 
all  person!^  qualified  to  act  as  Gonmiissioners  of  Supply,  and  all  tenants 
above  L.I 00  of  yearly  rental,  four  members  of  the  town  council  of  the 
royal  burgh  of  JLirkwall,  four  members  of  the  town  council  of  the  burgh 
of  Stromness,  and  one  member  of  the  parochial  board  of  each  pariah  witmn 
the  mainland  ^district.  In  the  islands,  the  road  committees  consist  of  all 
Trustees,  being  proprietors  or  tenants  within  the  district ;  but  the  General 
Trustees  have  power  to  nominate  additional  members,  if  these  are  too  few. 
We  find  the  general  meetings  of  Trustees  too  numerous  for  an  executive 
body,  and  in  practice  the  result  is,  that  matters  are  delegated  to  a  amall 
committee,  who  virtually  take  the  management,  reporting  to  the  statutory 
monthly  meetings  of  the  General  Board  of  Trustees.  Our  greatest  dtfl« 
enlty  arises  from  the  numerical  preponderance  of  limited  and  local  interests 
over  those  which  are  more  liberal  and  general,  the  majority  of  every  meet- 
ing consisting  of  bui^hal  or  parochial  delegates.  As  far  as  our  experience 
hu  gone,  the  provisions  of  the  Act  appear  to  be  giving  satisfaction—the 
more  so  as  our  former  Act  was  perfectly  unworkable. 
. .  The  rate  of  assessment  has  not  been  found  to  be  too  heavy.  The  general 
opinion  is,  that  the  benefit  of  having  the  roads,  sufficiently  compensates  for 
what  has  to  be  paid.  I  consider  it  a  great  advantage  having  the  whole 
roads  under  one  management,  and  at  one  rate  of  assessment  in  the  main- 
land, instead  of  being  parochially,  as  formerly.  The  Mainland  District 
combines  18  parishes. 

We  have  experienced  difficulty  in  deciding  as  to  what  roads  should  be 
formed,  and  each  case  was  decided  on  its  merits ;  but  the  general  principle 
we  adopted  was  classification  according  to  the  greatest  general  utuity,  and 
so  as  to  connect  each  parish  with  the  great  trunk  road  before  we  pro- 
ceeded to  make  any  roads  through  the  parishes. 

The  value  of  lands  in  Orkney  has  much  increased  of  late,  and  the  roads 
made  and  to  be  made  under  the  Act,  are  calculated  still  more  to  increase 
it,  berides  adding  to  the  comforts  of  the  people.  But,  as  the  greater  part 
of  our  produce  is  internally  and  externally  carried  by  sea,  and  not  by  the 
roads,  they  are  perhaps  of  less  vital  importance  to  Orkney  than  to  other 
counties  less  intersected  by  channels  of  water-caniage. 
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County 
No.  IL  Jamei  B.  PoUearfenf  Esq.  of  Curaton,  Examined :—  Orkmy 

I  am  a  proprietor  in  the  mainland  of  Orkney,  bnt  I  liare  not  redded  i>avid 
much  there  for  the  last  90  years.  I  have,  however,  had  my  attention  Baiter,  lUq. 
called  to  the  interests  of  the  eonntjr,  and  my  own  property  in  partieolary 
which  I  visit  annually.  I  am  cognisant  of  the  Road  Act  for  the  oonnty. 
Tlie  system  previously  in  existence  was  found  not  very  workable,  and  in- 
anffident  for  the  maintenance  of  the  roads.  The  providons  of  the  exist- 
ing Act  are  mainly  applicable  to  rusing  an  assessment  for  roads  in  the 
mainland .  The  result  of  that  Act  has  been  to  create  a  condderable  burden 
on  the  proprietors  of  lands.  I  think  that  increased  burden  is  not  as  yet 
compensated  for  by  the  inereased  value  of  land,  but  it  may  be  so  in  time. 

Tne  assessment  is  limited  by  the  Act  to  6  per  cent,  on  the  annual 
value.  The  whole  sum  was  levied  the  first  year,  but  my  impresdon  is  it 
was  reduced  to  6d.  last  year,  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  that  step  was  a 
ndstake.  Unless  the  rate  is  kept  at  its  full  amount  for  some  years,  I 
think  the  Board  will  find  great  duficnlty  in  meeting  the  sinking  fund  sAd 
other  demands  on  the  assessment.  My  idea  is,  that  the  Act  mav  turn  out 
eventually  to  be  satisfactory,  if  it  is  emdently  worked,  but  I  think  that 
the  Board  is  too  numerous.  I  would  make  the  managing  body  less  oom- 
prehendve,  and  I  would  require  a  higher  qualification  for  the  members 
composing  it.  It  may  be  a  question  hereafter,  whether  some  toll  should 
not  be  levied  by  way  of  lessening  the  burden  of  the  assessment. 


Edinbuiyh^  Thunday,  31«<  March  1869. 

MKMBEBS  FBESEKT. 

THlliam  Bmythe,  Esq.      |     Right  Hon.  Sir  John  McNeill. 


MB  BMTTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 
No.  in.  Alexander  Bain^  Esq.,  Kirkwall,  Examined : — 

I  have  heard  the  notes  of  Mr  Balfour's  evidence  read,  and  I  concur  Alexander 
generally  in  the  statement  be  has  made.  8o  far  as  it  has  gone,  I  am  Bain,  Biq. 
myself  satisfied  with  the  working  of  the  Orkney  Act. 

So  far  as  the  assessments  are  concerned,  I  do  not  think  the  Ad  would 
require  any  improvements  or  alteration. 

I  think,  perhaps,  it  would  have  been  an  advantage  if  the  Road  Trusteea 
under  the  Act  had  had  power  to  lav  off  some  roads  in  addition  to  those 
spedfied  in  the  Act.  These  remarks  apply  exdudvely  to  the  mainland 
diirtrict.    In  the  islands  they  have  that  power. 

The  providons  in  section  45  of  the  Act  have  been  adopted  in  two  of  the 
idands,  South  Ronaldshay  and  Westray.  The  Act  has  been  favourably 
teoeivedt  more  especially  among  the  class  of  occupiers.  Under  the  present 
mode  df  assessment,  the  smaller  occupiers  pay  less,  and  the  laiger  occo* 
piers  more,  than  thev  did  before.  The  Statute  Labour  Commutation  Act| 
m  my  oinnion,  laid  the  burden  extremdy  unequally  on  occupiers. 

So  fiir  as  I  have  seen,  I  think  the  general  benefit  is  eonsulted  by  the 
body  of  Trustees  appointed  by  the  Act. 

I  may  mention,  tnat  very  few  of  the  parishes  have  exercised  the  power 
of  nominating  Road  Thistees. 

I  think  that  our  present  assessment  will,  if  we  go  caatioudy  to  work. 
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prove  sufficient  for  the  improyements  that  are  contemplated,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  meet  the  interests  of  the  d^ht  and  ptotidea  sinking  fqnd. 

I  think  it  a  correct  principle  that  the  assessment  for  makine  roads  should 
Call  on  the  proprietors*  as  being  of  the  nature  of  a  permanent  improvement, 
whilst  tiie  upholding  of  the  roads  should  fall  on  the  occupants — ^tbat  beiag 
.a  tfmporary  and  annual  burden,  just  as  a  tenant  is  bound  to  uphold  luid 
keep  u  repair  Uie  buildings  and  drains  upon  his  farm. 

Our  Bill  met  with  opposition  in  goin^  through  Parliament.  The 
grounds  that  the  opponents  took  were,  that  it  was  too  gi]QKt  a  sebemo  for 
A  poor  country  like  Orknejj  and  thej  thought  the  ezia^ng  Act  mi^t  be 
fflfkde  to  serve  all  purpoaea.  I  am  disposed,  however,  to  think  that  the 
purties  who  opposed  the  roeaaure  ase  now  satisfied  with  its  operation* 

The  increase  in  the  value  of  kmd  in  Orknej  has  been  coosiderable  of 
Lrte  years.  There  is  a  great  demand  for  farms,  and  the  improvement  of 
tlie  voads  is  likely  still  further  to  enhance  the  value  of  property.  The 
great  bulk  of  the  proprietors  in  the  county  were  promoters  of  the  Bill. 

The  Commissioners  of  Woods  and  Forests  insisted  on  the  iusertion  of  a 
clause  to  pre? ent  the  Crown  feu-duties  being  subject  to  any  assessment. 

We  got  the  monejr  we  required  very  readily  from  the  Baaks,  who  were 
flatisfied  with  an  assignation  to  the  assessment,  without  requiring  any  p«r- 
aonal  guarantee  from  the  Trustees. 

The  burghs  of  Kirkwall  and  Strooiness  went  cordially  iato  the  measuse. 
Thev  were  liable  in  statute  labour  be£ore.  The  streets  and  roads  within 
the  burgh  are  all  under  the  management  of  the  Trustees  bv  the  Act. 

By  section  68,  dwelling-houses  and  other  buildings,  which  are  not  agri- 
cultural, are  assessed  for  owners  upon  half  their  annual  value. 


Copt  Lbtteb — ^Bfr  Bain  to  the  Secretabt. 

RirkwaU,  2\8t  September  1858. 
The  sum  produced  by  the  assessment  in  the  mainland  of  Orkney,  last 
year,  was  L.  1,020,  5s.  2d.,  made  up  as  follows : — 
Amonnt  fron  owners,  at  6d.,  .  Ii.525  13    3 

Fromoccupiersof  land,  at  6d.,  .        L.417  14    8 

From  occupiers  of  houseBjtt  ad.,  76  17    3 

-: 494  11   11 


L.1,020     6     2 


imimmmmt 


mm 


OwBcn  of  hotttes,  being  only  iwled  on  half  of  tMit  rental,  pai 
one-half  of  the  rate  on  owners  of  lands,  though  there  is  no  diatizkeUofli 
made  between  them  in  the  assessing  cAauses  of  the  Act.  I  regret  I  have 
no  means  of  giving  vou  exactly  IJk  revenue  derived  (rcn  each  class  of 
mniers  separately,  as  both  are  assessed  together  in  one  roll.  I  woidd  say, 
Iwwever,  in  a  general  way,  that  €fe-8Utbe  of  the  assessment  is  payaUe  by 
Hie  owners  <^  lands. 

I  enclose  an  abstract  of  the  accoants  of  the  Trustees  for  the  year  «&4- 
Ing  9l8t  Mar^  last.  Tou  wiU  keep  in  view  that  aH  aur  roade  are  in  the 
course  of  beinj^  entkeAy  reformed  and  impro?ed>  and  that,  wbiie  they  aft 
fa  this  tran£4tion  state,  the  greater  part  of  tkt  expcBditure  wiii  fail  ta  he 
chatged  to  capital  account,  as  cost  of  recooBtruetien.  The  impKyrementa 
me  being  earned  on  under  the  euperiatieiidenoe  of  Mr  Mitehell,  the 
engineer  to  the  Highland  Roads  and  Bridges  CommiMioncn,  win  ii  xa* 
•poneible  for  the  execution  of  the  works,  and^  is  paid  by  a  camminloB  on 
the  cost.  So  long  as  this  arrangement  eontinuee,  the  expense  of  sun«y 
will  eaeh  year  vary  oonsiderably,  and  cannot  be  exactly  gif«B.  The  ex- 
pense of  collection  is  6  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  the  asnewwmtf,  and 
the  other  general  expensee  of  Management  are  L.10S« 


NoUt  of  Mniitme. 
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XXXm.  COUNTY  OP  ZETLAND. 


Saturday^  12th  March  1859. 


MEMBERS  FSESEMT. 

WilliAm  Smytbe,  Esq.  |     Right  Hon.  Sir  John  M*Neil]. 

Coonty  MR  SMYTHB  IN  THE  CHAIR. 

of  .  ' 

Zetlaud.  No.  I.  Henrjf  CheynB,  Esq.  of  Tangwidc,  W.S.,  Examined : — 

nu  ^^"%  I  am  a  proprietor  of  land  in  Zetland*  and  a  Commissioner  of  Supply 

i^tusywt,  £iq.  y^^,^  Previous  to  1847,  there  were  no  roads  in  Zetland,  except  about 
,  14  or  16  miles  of  very  bad  roads  immediately  in  connection  with  Lerwick 
in  two  directions.  The  present  roads,  extending  over  more  than  100 
miles  (100  miles  in  the  mainland  and  17  miles  in  the  islands),  were,  with 
the  above  exceptions,  constructed  through  the  operations  of  tne  Hignland 
Relief  Board*  m  co-operation  with  the  proprietors,  during  a  period  when 
sreat  destitution  prevailed  in  the  islands,  at  a  total  cost  of  about  L.13,000. 
The  Goremment  of  the  day  eave  the  assistance  of  a  captain  and  a  few 
non-oommlssioned  officers  of  the  corps  of  Royal  Engineers,  who  surveyed 
and  marked  out  the  lines,  and  directed  and  superintended  the  operations. 
Very  great  difficulty  has  been  since  experienced  in  maintaining  the  roads 
thus  made.  In  point  of  fact,  they  have  greatly  deteriorated,  owing  to  the 
inefficiency  of  the  statute  service  system,  as  applicable  to  the  district* 
and  the  want  of  any  means  of  enforcing  a  general  assessment  for  the  pur- 
pose, as  a  substitute. 

The  roads  in  Zetland  ma^  be  said  to  be  maintained  in  two  ways — to  a 
■mall  extent  by  a  modification  of  statute  labour  (four  days,  instead  of  six, 
in  the  year),  or  its  conversion,  or  rather  modified  payments  (at  the  rate 
of  6d.,  instead  of  Is.  Od.,  per  day),  consequent  on  failure  to  give  labour ; 
and  (in  the  districte  with  which  I  am  more  immediately  connected,  North- 
maving  and  Delting)  by  contributions  towards  that  object  furnished  by 
the  hmtora  of  these  psnshes,  or  by  those  of  them  more  alive  to  the  im* 
portance  of  keeping  up  the  roads.  In  Zetland  generally,  in  my  opittton* 
the  want  of  persons  properly  qualified  to  superintend  and  direct  the  appli- 
cation of  the  stotute  labour,  and  the  want  of  funds  to  pay  such  persone^ 
would  have  prevented  the  statute  labour  from  h&nf  turned  to  proper  ac- 
count, even  had  the  people  been  well  disposed  to  give  such  labour.  But 
the  people  generallv  have  been  very  averse  to  give  the  labour ;  and  any  - 
attempt  to  collect  the  conversion  money  (even  restricted  as  I  have  men- 
tionedj,  consequent  on  fiulure  to  give  labour  under  the  Statute  1669,  2 
Geo.  L  cap.  22,  5  Geo.  I.  cap.  30,  and  8  and  0  Victoria  cap.  41,  may. 
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I  believe,  be  truly  said  to  have  practicaUj  failed.    A  few  people,  no       Coai^   * 
doubt,  pay,  and  the  comparatively  few  who  do  pay  complain  that  thoae  o' 

who  stand  back  are  not  compelled  either  to  labour  or  to  pay.    Id  truth,      Zetland, 
as  I  believe,  the  forms  proper  to  the  due  calling  out  of  the  statute  labour,       ^uar 
and  for  founding  the  right  to  exact  the  value,  in  case  of  failmre,  under  the  Ghcjoe^Eiq. 
statutes  referred  to,  are  rarely  so  accurately  observed  as  to  render  it  safe 
to  enforce  payment  by  judicial  action.    The  exaction,  too,  is  looked  on  by 
the  tenantry  as  unjust,  and  laying  wholly  on  them  a  burden  whicii  ought; 
to  be  shared  by  the  proprietors.   The  cost  of  collecting  the  value  of  the  sta- 
tute labour,  on  failure  to  give  such,  from  a  numerous  small  tenantry,  and 
in  such  a  district,  even  were  it  to  be  generally  paid,  would  be  very  neavf» 
and  forms  another  objection  to  the  system.     In  reference  to  such  a  state 
of  things,  I  lately  proposed,  as  regards  the  parishes  mentioned,  that  cer- 
tain of  the  principal  neritors  should  ask  the  Road  Trustees  not  to  nil 
out  the  statute  labour  at  all,  and  we  would  maintain  the  roads  ourselves. 
It  was  agreed  to  as  regards  Northmaving,  and,  I  think,  also  as  regarda 
Delting. 

But  while,  by  one  or  other  of  the  two  modes  mentioned,  the  roads  have 
been  kept  in  repair  to  a  certain  extent,  the  system  has  been  everywhere 
in  Zetland  quite  ineffectual  for  maintaining  them  in  proper  order. 

There  is  no  Road  Act  for  Zetland,  and  the  only  powers  for  making 
and  maintaining  roads  are,  so  far  as  I  am  aware  of,  those  contained  in  * 
the  Act  1669  and  subsequent  relative  statutes  before  referred  to.  I  am 
satisfied,  from  my  own  knowledge  and  experience,  that,  with  the  class  of 
tenantry  we  have  in  Zetland,  we  could  never  make  any  Act  properly 
effectual  for  the  maintaining  of  roads  by  means  of  personal  services  from 
the  tenants,  or  a  statutory  commutation  of  such,  leyiable  only  from  the 
tenants  individually.  Any  statute,  to  work  easily  and  furnish  the  neces* 
sary  means,  at  small  cost  of  collection,  for  maintaining  roads,  should,  in 
my  judgment,  lay  the  assessment  upon  the  proprietors,  with  a  right  to  re- 
charge upon  the  tenants  one-hali^  or  any  other  just  proportion  of  the 
rate.  I  am  satisfied,  from  my  own  observation  in  regard  to  the  Zetland 
tenantry,  that  this  could  be  easily  done  without  creating  clamour  or  com- 
plaint. 

I  think  a  portion  of  the  rate  ought  to  be  laid  on  the  tenants,  as  giving 
them  an  interest  in  the  roads,  and  benefiting  thereby.  Since  tiie  forma* 
tion  of  roads,  the  feeling  of  the  Zetland  tenantry  appears  to  me  to  have 
changed  a  good  deal ;  and,  baring  now,  in  manv  quarters,  had  the  expe- 
rience of  good  roads,  they  highly  appreciate  the  benefit,  and  would  not  be 
so  reluctant  to  contribute  a  part  of  the  cost  of  maintaining  them.  Of 
course,  I  am  sensible  that  ultimately  any  assessment  upon  tenants  mutt 
come  to  form  a  deduction  fit>m  the  rent,  as  it  will  be  taken  into  account 
by  the  tenant  in  offering  for  the  lands.  But  I  propose  to  lay  a  portion 
only  of  it  upon  tenants  directly,  to  remove  the  feeling  general  among 
them  that  the  landlords  seek  to  evade  any  portion  of  such  burdens; 
and  I  propose  to  collect  the  whole  directly  from  the  proprietors,  both  to 
save  the  cost  of  collecting  from  a  vast  number  of  small  tenants,  and  be- 
cause I  think  it  would  be  more  readily  and  generally  paid  if  it  became  a 
charge  against  them  by  the  landlord.  I  do  not  see  there  should  be  any 
difficulty  in  this  way. 

I  hand  in  a  copy  of  proceedings  at  meetings  of  GommiasianerB  of  Sup- 
ply of  1st  and  2d  May  1867.  So  far  as  I  can  judge  of  the  general  feeling 
of  the  landholders  on  the  mainland,  I  am  satisfied  it  is  all  but  nniveraiu 
in  favour  of  some  such  assessment  as  these  minutes  point  at.  I  do  not 
mean,  in  saying  this,  to  be  held  as  including  among  mainland  proprietors 
those  few  who,  though  thev  have  land  in  the  mainland,  are  also  large  ||ro- 
prietors  in  detached  islands.  I  am  aware  that  some  of  the  latter  object 
to  such  an  assessment.     I  have  not  much  knowledge  of  Orkney ;  but  I 
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emm%f      knov  th«l  siimkr  objections  were  mftde  by  island  inroprietors  with  xegud 

^         to  the  Orkney  Road  Aot  paasod  ia  1857»  and  bdiieve  thai  ultimately  the 

^^^^^      Act  was  made  applicable  to  the  oainlAnd  of  Orkney  only.    My  own  opi- 

]jl^P^      nioo  is,  tbaA»  as  regaxda  Zetiand,  such  objeetionB  aro»  to  a  certain  octeiity 

Chmatt  w|i  jwt,  liecaiHse  the  itkods  are  not  presently  intersected  with  roads  to  the 

same  extent  as  the  mainlatid.    The  islaiids,  however,  require  roads  nearly 

aa  much  as  the  mainland,  and,  if  they  were  formed  into  separate  districts, 

ov  the  hurgear  proportion  of  the  rate  raised  in  them  deroted  to  roads 

withift  theas»  I  can  see  no  ol^eetion  to  an  assessment  being  levied  on 

Umd.  rateably  inth  other  lands  in  the  county.    I  think  the  iuaads  ought, 

to  a  smatt  extent,  to  contribute  to  the  nsauitenanoe  of  the  mainland 

reads.    Were  tmdc  roads  everywhere  formed,  alike  through  the  main^ 

land  and  the  islands,  I  see  no  reason  why  the  assessment  dkould  not,  as 

Bcgards  the  maintenance  of  roads,  be  generaL 

I  think  there  is  a  disposition  in  Zetland  to  look  too  litUe  to  the  forma- 
tion of  new  roads,  which  will  require  to  be  made,  in  order  fully  to  develop 
the  resources  of  the  country,  and  even  to  give  all  the  benefit  capable  of 
being  derived  fhms  the  roads  already  made. 

I  think  that,  on  equitable  principks,  the  burden  of  constructing  new 
lines  of  road  which  are  a  permanent  improvement  should  be  laid  on  the 
owners  of  land,  and  that  there  is  a  clear  distinction  between  assessment 
«.  for  mskbg  roads  and  one  laid  on  for  their  maintenance  and  repair,  which 
hst  may  not  inequitably  be  laid  on  occupants.  My  ol^gection,  in  Zetland, 
to  laying  tiie  whole  aasessment  for  maintaining  roads  on  occupants  is,  the 
peculiar  feeling  among  the  people,  who  are  suspicious  that  there  is  a  dis- 
position on  the  part  of  the  landlords  to  lay  all  local  burdens  upon  the 
tenaBtSyr^-«  feding,  however,  which  I  have  always  found  to  give  way 
where  a  readiness  on  the  part  of  the  landlord  directly  to  bear  his  share  of 
burdens  was  practically  evinced.  As  already  said,  I  think  all  aasessmente 
must  ultimately  &11  upon  the  proprietor ;  but  it  is  not  easy  to  make  this 
palpable  to  sudi  a  class  of  tenantry. 

I  am  deddedly  of  opinion  that  no  system  of  tolls  could  be  made  effec- 
tual to  raise  the  amount  of  assesmiignt  required;  and  I  have  never  looked 
to  that  as  a  practically  available  means  for  forming,  mainteining,  or 
repairing  roads  in  Zetland  ;  and  I  can  suggest  no  plan  for  these  purposes 
except  assessments  levied  in  some  such  way  as  I  have  alreadv  suggeBted, 
•-*«ertainly  none  so  likely,  in  my  judgment,  to  work  easily  and  effe^ually. 
On  this  point  I  should  wish  to  observe,  with  reference  to  what  has  bera 
stated,  as  reported  in  the  minutes  of  the  Commissioners  of  Sop^y  for 
Zetland,  handed  in  by  me,  namely,  '*  that  a  system  of  voluntary  siMimn 
ment  had,  without  pressure  on  the  people,  been  completely  succeasfid 
for  the  purpose  of  mainteining  roads  in  the  parishes  of  NorthmaviDg 
and  Deking," — that  I  have  long  been  agent  for  the  late  Mr  GiflTor^ 
the  chief  proprietor  in  these  parishes,  and  since  his  death  in  Februaiy 
1865, 1  have  had  the  control  of  his  estetes,  and  that  I  entirely  concur  in 
tiie  explanation  made  in  the  minutes  referred  to  in  answer  to  the  stete- 
aent  just  noticed.  I  have  fturther  to  say,  that  I  do  not  hdd  that  the 
assessment  in  Northmaving  and  Delting  referred  to  can  be  properly  said 
to  liave  been  ^voluntary,"  it  having  been  entirely  obtained  tlffough  the 
personal  influence  of  Mr  Gifford  among  his  tenantry  and  others.  I  know 
tiiat  the  tenantry  complain  of  it,  aa  unjust,  in  respect  of  laying  the  whole 
burden  upon  them,  and  unequal,  as  incanable  of  enforcement  against  alL 
Many  of  them  yielded  to  it ;  but  oertainly,  in  no  pr<^>er  sense,  as  rq^ards 
them,  could  it  be  truly  termed  <*  voluntary.*'  I  know,  further,  that  tins 
^  voluntary"  assessment,  as  it  is  called^  was  quite  melBdent  for  ite  pur* 
poae,  and  tiiat  Mr  Gifford  had  come  to  be  of  opiaioo  that,  inefficient  as  it 
was,  it  could  not  have  been  continued. 

The  police  rate  and  other  CMinty  burdens  (with  the  exception  of  the 
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land-tftx)  are  now  levied  in  Zetland  aecordiDg  to  the  real  rent  over  tbe      Ooanty 
whole  coantj ;  and  I  see  no  reason  vhy  a  road  rate  shoold  not  be  levied  ^^ 

in  a  similar  manner,  giving  the  proprieUNrs  rdie^  to  a  certain  extend      Zet^d. 
against  tenants  in  respect  at  least  of  an  assessment  imc  maintaining  roads,       Heatt 
and  probably  providing  for  a  large  proportion  of  the  rates  raised  in  de«  Cheyae^Ssq. 
taehed  islands  being  expended  on  the  roads  within  these  iaUads,  until 
ai  least  they  are  on  a  par  with  the  mainland  as  to  trank  roads. 

It  may  be  a  question,  whether  the  lands  and  heritages  in  the  boxgh  of 
Lerwick  should  not  be  assessed  at  a  lower  rate  than  odier  knds;  tet,  I 
think,  looking  espeeiaUy*to  the  smallaess  of  the  \mr^  thai  it  shrald  be 
induded  witk  the  eoonty  in  any  qrstem  of  assessment  thi^  may  be  intra- 
dnoed* 


Mdvutbs  of  the  Commissioners  of  Supply. 
(Handed  in  by  Mr  Cheyjie,) 

L$nokk,  1#  Mi^  18d7. 
At  a  General  Meeting  of  Commisaoners  of  Supply  far  Zetland, 
ing  to  adjournment  from  yesterday,  there  were 

Prmmt — 
James  Grierson,  Esq.  of  Quendale.     R.  N.  Spence,  Esq.  of  Windhouse. 
Robert  Bruce,  Esq.  of  Burravoe.         William  Hay,  Esq.  of  Hayfield. 
Andrew  Umphray,  Esq.  of  Reawick.    John  Bruce,  Esq.  of  Sumburgh. 
James  Hoseason,  Esq.  of  Aywick.       Robert  Bell,  Esq.  of  Lunna,  S.S. 
A.  J.  Grierson,  Esq.,  younger  of      G.  G.  Duncan,  Esq.,  Chief  Magis- 
Quendale.  trate,  Lerwick. 

Mr  Bruce  of  Sumburgh  in  the  chair. 

"i/tf  Spenoe  moved,  *^  That  the  resolution  adopted  at  the  ■f<»^g  on 
the  31st  March  last,  on  the  motion  of  Mr  l^rnco  of  Sombai^  that  an  aip* 
plication  should  be  made  to  Parliament,  for  power  to  eimble  the  Con* 
missioners  to  assess  all  lands  in  Zetland,  for  sums  of  money  to  uphold  the 
public  roads  throughout  Zetland,  is  inexpedient,  and  be  now  resdmded  ;*' 
which  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr  Bruce  of  Buxravoe. 

Thereafter,  Mr  Bell  moved  as  an  amendment,  **  That  this  meeting  ap- 
proves of  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the  G^^ral  County  Meeting,  of  the 
3l8t  March  last,  for  obtaining  powers  to  raise  an  assessment  to  a  limited 
ameunty  and  in  certain  proportioxu,  upon  tbe  mainland  and  the  other 
islands,  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  the  roads,  and  of  extending  them, 
so  as  to  open  up  the  different  parishes  of  Zetland— 4he  latter  olgect  to  be 
effected  bv  a  proportion  of  the  assessment  raised  wiihin  eadi  pansk;  and 
resolves  that  every  effort  should  be  made  for  luMring  the  raads  placed 
nnder  the  charge  of  the  Highland  Road  and  Bridge  Commissioners;  and 
that  a  committee  of  this  meeting  be  ap^inted  to  prepare  a  statement, 
for  the  purpose  of  explaining  and  ai^ustuig  the  details  of  the  proposed 
plan,  and  of  endeavouring  to  obtain  tne  geMral  support  of  the  heritors  d 
Zietland — the  oommittee  to  lay  the  px^^Kwed  stotement  before  an  ad* 
joumed  meeting,  to  be  held  to-morrow  at  11  o'clock;  which  amendmelit 
was  seconded  by  Mr  Hoseason. 

The  motion  of  Mr  R.  N.  Spenoe  of  Windhouse,  and  Mr  BelTa  aaend- 
saent,  were  then  put  to  the  veto,  when  there  appeared  ftnr  Mr  Spenee^a 
motiim,  Mr  Spence  alone — his  seconder,  Mr  Bniee  of  Bmravoc^  naving 
previously  left  the  meeting ;  and  for  Mr  Bell's  amendment,  Messra  BeU 
of  Lunna»  Hoseason  of  Aywick,  Grierson  of  Quendale,  A.  J.  Grierson^ 
younger  of  Quendale^  Umphray  of  Reawick,  G.  G.  Duncan,  Chief  Magi»> 
trato  of  Lerwick. 

Upon  this,  Mr  Bell's  motion  was  dedared  oanisd  by  «  miyonty  of  six 
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Comity  to  one.    The  chainna&  intimated  his  concurrence  in  the  amendment. 

of  Mr  Haj  had  declined  to  vote,  on  the  grounds,  that,  while  as  a  countiy 

Zetland,  heritor  he  entirely  concurred  with  the  resolution  carried,  he,  as  an  heri- 

^^  tor  of  Lerwick,  objected  to  the  bnrgh  property  being  assessed  at  the  saoie 

Cheyne,  Esq.  ^^^  ^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^®  landward  districts. 

Thereafter,  Mr  Spence  craved  leave,  on  behalf  of  Sir  A.  Nicolson  and 
William  Bruce,  Esq.  of  Svmbister,  to  enter  protest  against  the  resolution 
which  had  been  carried ;  out  the  meeting  refused  to  receive  the  protest, 
on  the  ground  of  its  being  incompetent  to  do  so. 

The  meeting  then  appointed  a  committee  of  the  whole  Commisaoneis 
present,  to  meet  at  10  A.M.,  to-morrow,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the 
details  of  the  road  measures  referred  to  in  the  resolution  carried,  and  to 
report  to  a  Qenend  Meeting,  to  be  held  to-morrow,  at  11  a.m. 

(Signed)  John  Bbuce,  Chairman. 


Lerwick^  2nd  Ma^  1857. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Commissioners  of  Supply  for  Zetland, 
appointed  yesterday— 

PruetA — 
James  Grierson,  Esq.  of  Quendale.     R.  N.  Spence,  Esq.  of  Windhonse. 
A.  J.  Grierson,  Esq.,  younger  of     Andrew  Umphray,  Esq.  of  Reawick. 
Quendale.  C.  G.  Duncan,  Esq.,  Chief  Magis- 

John  Bruce,  Esq.  of  Sumburgh.  trate  of  Lerwick. 

Robert  Bell,  Esq.  of  Lunna.  William  Hay,  Esq.  of  Hayfield. 

James  Hoseason,  Esq.  of  Aywick. 

Mr  Hoseason  in  the  chair. 

A  report  by  the  Committee  on  the  'subject  of  Roads  was  agreed  imon ; 
and  the  meetmg  having  resolved  themselves  into  a  General  Countv  Meet- 
ing of  Commissioners  of  Supply,  as  per  adjournment  from  yesterday,  Mr 
Hoseason  left  the  chair. 

(Signed)    '       Jambs  Hoseason. 

Report  hy  CommiUee  appointed  May  1, 1857. 

Your  committee,  having  been  appointed  to  prepare  a  statement,  for  the 
purpose  of  explaining  and  adjustmg  the  details  of  the  plan  proposed  in 
the  resolution  adopted  by  the  meeting  of  yesterday,  and  of  endeavouring 
to  obtain  the  general  support  of  the  heritors  of  Zetland,  deem  it  advis- 
able, in  the  first  instance,  to  remove  the  many  and  very  serious  miscon- 
ceptions, apparently  entertained  bv  some  influential  proprietors,  as  to  the 
actual  state  of  road  matters  in  Zetland,  and  the  prinaples  of  the  measures 
proposed  by  the  county  meeting  on  the  31st  of  March,  and  approved  of 
by  the  meeting  held  yesterday. 

I.  In  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  the  importance  of  roads  to  the  in- 
terests of  Zetland,  and  to  the  development  of  its  resources,  has  been  fully 
established.  Since  the  formation  of  the  main  lines,  a  few  years  ago,  by 
which  communication  with  the  remotest  districts  has  been  opened  up,  the 
value  of  every  kind  of  farm  produce  has  been  greatly  increased.  Cattle, 
sheep,  and  horses  (of  which  the  prices  were  previously  quite  unremunera- 
tive)  have  greatlv  risen  in  value ;  and,  while  the  market  at  Lerwick  has 
been  amply  supplied  with  every  kind  of  country  produce,  the  inhabitants 
of  the  remoter  districts  have  benefited  by  the  competition  which  has 
necessarily  resulted  from  the  communication  with  Lerwick,  the  county 
town,  beinff  rendered  comparatively  easy.  In  a  greater  or  less  degree, 
every  island,  however  remote,  is  most  essentially  benefited  by  the  main 
lines  of  road,  which  enable  drovers  to  travd  with  ease  through  the  enUre 
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gronp  of  islands,  and  in  many  cases  are  made  use  of  in  tbe  conyejance  of       Coonty     i 
cattle  from  the  remotest  islands  to  the  port  of  shipment  at  Lerwick.  ^, 

The  transmission  of  the  local  posts  is  also  facilitated  hy  the  existence  of     ^ 
roads ;  and  it  is  understood  that  the  Post  Office  authorities  only  await  the       Benry 
certainty  of  them  being  maintained  to  place  mail  carts  upon  the  yarioas  Gheyne,.Esq. 
lines.    It  is,  moreover,  a  consideration  of  importance,  in  reference  to  the 
police  of  these  islands,  that,  of  late  years,  the  intercourse  with  districts 
previously  well-nigh  inaccessible  has  been  greatly  opened  up — a  circum- 
stance presenting  a  strong  argument  against  the  necessity  of  entailing  the 
burden  of  any  addititional  police  establishment  upon  these  islands,  in 
which,  at  all  times  comparatively  peaceful,  the  prevention  and  detection 
of  crime  can  now  be  much  more  readily  secured.    As  additional  social 
advantages  arising  from  roads,  your  committee  may  refer  to  the  loss  of  life 
which  is  averted,  from  the  diminished  necessity  of  the  people  traversing 
trackless  hills  in  the  storms  of  winter,  and  hazarding  their  lives  along 
these  dangerous  coasts  in  tempestuous  weather. 

n.  Hitherto  attempts  have  been  made  to  maintain  the  roads  by  calling 
out  the  statute  service  in  various  districts,  and  by  voluntary  assessmente 
in  others  ;  but  both  these  modes  have  been  utterly  inefficient^the  roads 
have,  as  a  whole,  greatly  deteriorated  during  the  short  period  which  has 
elapsed  since  their  formation ;  and  it  is  the  almost  unanimous  opinion  of 
every  one  who  has  taken  a  part  in  road  matters  in  Zetland,  that  neither 
by  statute  labour,  nor  by  voluntary  contribution,  can  the  roads  be  main- 
tained. The  former  is  inefficient,  being  exigible  from  all  and  sundry 
irrespective  of  skill,  and  providing  no  means  in  itself  for  the  employment 
of  proper  overseers,  or  a  supply  of  proper  tools  ;  and,  from  being  confined 
to  two  periods  of  the  year,  is  irrecoqcileabl^  with  a  system  of  constant  re- 
pairs, by  which  alone  roads,  especially  in  a  tempestuous  and  rainy  climate, 
can  be  kept  in  repair.  It  is,  farther,  extremely  harassing  and  oppressive, 
and  unequal  in  its  operations.  The  poor  fisherman,  holding  a  croft  of 
from  L.2  to  L.5  a-year — of  which  there  are  5000  in  Zetland^ — must 
be  called  to  render  service,  in  the  midst  of  the  fishing  season  and  during 
the  storms  of  winter,  for  three  days  at  each  time,  or,  on  failure,  is  liable 
in  a  penalty  of  Is.  6d.  per  day ;  while  the  tenant  of  a  pastoral  farm,  how- 
ever large  (and  there  are  already  several  of  L.lOO  a-year  in  Zetland),  is 
liable  in  no  larger  demand  ;  and  a  proprietor  having  a  pastoral  district, 
however  valuable,  in  his  own  hands,  escapes  with  a  total  immunity  from 
this  burden. 

It  has  been  confidently  stated'  by  Sir  Arthur  Nioolson  and  Mr  Bruce  of 
Symbister,  in  their  various  communications  on  the  subject  of  roads,  that  a 
system  of  voluntary  assessment  had,  without  pressure  on  the  people,  been 
completely  successful  in  North  Mavine  and  Delting.  But  as  to  this  vour 
committee  can  state,  without  hesitation,  that  them  gentlemen  have  been 
misinformed. 

It  is  believed  that  for  one  season,  under  the  energetic  superintendence 
of  the  late  Mr  Giffbrd  of  Busta,  the  road  in  North  Mavine,  and  a  small 
part  of  that  in  Delting,  were  kept  in  tolerable  repair,  by  employing  work- 
men paid  by  a  voluntary  contribution  from  a  mumber  of  the  inhabit- 
ants ;  but  in  subsequent  years  the  contributions  gradually  decreased,  and 
the  repairs  were  less  efficiently  executed ;  and,  since  Mr  Giffbrd's  death, 
this  system,  adapted  merely  for  a  temporary  arrangement,  and  dependent 
on  personal  exertion  and  influence,  has  proved  utterly  inefficient.  At 
best,  this  voluntary  assessment  was  virtually  a  commutation  of  statute 
labour  as  a  poll  tax,  entailing  upon  all  tenants,  whether  large  or  small,  a 
burden  from  which  proprietors  were  exempt. 

That  funds  for  the  maintenance  of  roads  could  be  raised  by  ihe  com- 
mutation of  statute  labour  is  undoubted ;  but,  in  order  to  do  so,  an  Act 
of  Parliament  must  be  obtained;  and  it  is  not  probable  that  the  Legis- 
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.       latme  would,  either  by  a  public  or  local  Act,  sanotion  the  iDtroduetion  d 
fleiSuid.      ^  B7*t«m  which  ie  attended  by  injustice — against  which  the  roice  of  Par- 
Hament  was  decidedly  expressed,  serersl  yean  ago,  in  the  General  Road 
Hmry       Act  for  Scot&nd,  8  and  9  Viet,  cap.  41,  and  ia  opposition  to  the  opinion 
CkejJM^  Ci<l>  entertained  tkroaghotit  Scotland  gencraUy,  that  the  burden  of  maintain- 
ing roads  should  not  be  home  by  the  tenantry  alone,  and  that  the  &iicst 
princqile  is  to  impose  an  assessment  eqnally  jupoa  landkvd  and  tenant. 

Yma  committee  hope  that  the  foregoing  statement  has  clearly  shown 
that,  if  roads  in  Zetland  are  to  be  maintained  and  extended,  it  cannot  be 
fidrly  or  efficiently  done  either  by  statute  seryioe,  or  by  a  commutation  1 
thexeof,  or  l^  a  Tolmitary  assaessment ;  and  they  beg  to  recommend  for  ' 
the  adoption  of  this  comity  the  following  scheme,  which  has  been  framed 
in  accoraanoe  with  tbe  resokitions  adopted  by  the  recent  comity  mertingi 
of  dlst  Bfarch  and  1st  May  current,  fiz. : — 

I.  That,  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  the  following  main  lines  of 
roads,  and  such  others  as  may  be  afterwards  added  thereto  by  the  Qene- 
ral  Board  of  Road  Trustees,  upon  application  by  the  diilierent  distriels  of 
the  comity,  viz. : — 

29  Miles. 
24     „ 


From  Lerwick  to  Mossbank, 

Lerwidc  to  Dunrossness  Terminus, 
Vimgarth  to  Vaila  Sound, 
(Mnafirth  to  Hillswick,      . 
Laam  JFunctioii, 
Fitch  Junction, 

Hollanderk-know  to  Scalloway, 
Road  through  Tell, 


»» 
11 


20 
17 

If 

S 
30 


M 


Say,    .  118  M3es. 

1.  An  assessment  of  6i.  per  £  sterling,  if  necessarr,  according  to  tbe 

Valuation  Roll,  but  not  exceeding  that  sum,  shall  be  imposed  on  all 
heritages  in  the  mainland  of  Zethmd,  producing  on  a  rental  of 
L.15,936,  at  6d.  per  £, L.398    8    0 

2.  An  assessment  on  the  island  of  Tell,  at  three-fourths 

of  the  rate  imposed  on  the  mainland,  but  not  exceed- 
ing 4}d.  per  £.     Tell  less  (Hascussay),  L.l,94($,  at 

4^d.  per£, 36    9    9 

9.  An  assessment  of  Id.  per  £  sterGng — 

On  the  Parish  of  tJnst,        L.2,960  at  Id.  per  £,  L.I2    6  8 

„         Fetlar,  686  „  2  17  2 

„        WluOsay,       486  „  3    0  G 

„         Bressay,         684  „  2  17  0 

Iiland  of  Foula,  117  „  0    9  8 


M 

n 


L.4»d88 


20  11    0 


An  assessment  on  all  the  other  islands  (Fair  Isle  esr- 
eepted),  viz.,  P«pa»  Buna,  Yemintry,  Vaila^  Tnmdra, 
Mowa,  Ho8CMy»  etc  etc.,  L.l,a86,  at  2d.  per  £,  1111    0 


L.486  19    9 


The  foregomg  assessmesl  wyi  yield,  per  mile,  on  118  miles,  an 
anrcnge  of  L.4  at  me^  while  it  is  expected  that  muck  Itu  wiD  at 
ptesent  suffies^  es^edallj  if  our  roads  are  placed  aider  the  H|gli> 
land  Read  and  Bndge  Oonmusiioners. 
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n.  That,  for  the  purpose  of  maintaiiiiiig  all  oHier  ttdsting  fOMh,  ittd 
of  making  such  new  public  rotdg  as  may  h^  resolved  upon  by  a  minority      ,»^SlLx 
in  ya]ue  of  the  heritors  in  eadi  parish,  or  district  thmo(  at  a  nwstiag      ^^*"^ 
dul J  ealled  by  the  convener  of  the  District  Oommittee»  and  power  being       Henty 
given  to  appeal  to  the  General  Board  of  Road  Trustees,  a  ihrther  aSiesa*  Chsyas^  Bl^ 
ment  be  made  on  lands  and  heritages  in  the  mainlimd  and  other  idands, 
exclusive  of  Unst,  Fetlar,  Whalsay,  Bressaj,  and  Foula ;  provided  that 
the  total  assessment,  for  M  road  purposes,  m  any  one  year,  does  not  ez* 
oeed  (8d.^  per  £. 

m.  Tnat,  for  maintaining  and  extending  any  road  of  a  public  nature 
in  the  islands  of  Unst,  Fetiar,  Whalsay,  Bressay,  and  Foula^  the  statute 
service  may  be  retained,  or,  in  the  option  of  a  minority  in  value  of  the 
heritors,  as  in  the  preceding  clause^  an  assessment  may  be  imposed  upon 
lands  and  heritages  ;  prorided  it  does  not  exceed  the  sum  of  8a.  per  £  for 
all  road  purposes  in  any  one  year. 

rv .  That  the  assessments  for  all  rood  purposes  shall  be  levied  annuiilly, 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  prison  assessmenti^  according  to  the  Yaliuition 
BoU,  at  the  Oeneril  Meeting  of  the  Oommisrioners  of  Suppty  on  the  30th 
April,  a  report  as  to  the  amount  required,  under  dause  2,  having  been 
jweriously  ^ven  in  by  the  various  District  Boards. 

V.  Provided  that  proprietors  be  entitled  to  reeover  finom  their  tenants 
one-half  of  all  assessments  for  road  purposes  made  upon  knds  and  heii* 
tages,  except  in  those  districts  where  the  statute  serrice  is  not  abolished. 

VI.  That  the  Qeneral  Board  of  Road  Trustees  shati  consist  of  all  OoBW 
misrioners  of  Supply  and  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  Zetiaad,  vitk  power  to 
appoint  committees  of  their  number  for  the  different  districts. 

YII.  That  as  soon  as  any  road,  decided  by  the  General  Board  of  Road 
Trustees  to  be  of  a  public  nature,  upoto  itpplication  from  the  heritors  in 
any  district,  has  been  completed,  it  shall  be  taken  under  the  management 
of  the  Genera]  Board,  and  maintained  at  the  general  expense ;  provided 
that,  if  such  roads  be  in  any  of  the  islands,  an  assessment  shall  be  leried 
thereon,  at  a  rate  equal  to  that  of  the  mainland. 

In  conclusion,  your  committee  is  of  opinion  that  the  foregoing  scheme^ 
which  certainly  implies  a  very  moderate  outlay  for  a  great  public  benefit, 
and  which,  instead  of  imposing  a  burden,  will  be  a  virtual  relief  to  a  poor 
and  numerous  tenantry,  is  framed  on  &ir  and  equitalUe  nrineiples. 

Your  committee  has  no  doubt  that  every  part  of  Zetland,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Fair  Isle,  of  which  the  chief  intercourse  is  with  Orkney,  ought 
to  contribute,  in  some  degree,  to  the  maintenanee  of  DoUie  lines  of  road, 
from  which  the  entire  group  of  islands  derives  great  benefits ;  and  your 
committee  eamestljr  hope  that  the  ver^  moderate  assessments  pro|K)sed  to 
be  levied  from  the  islands  may  be  considered  equitable. 

In  certain  of  these.  Id.  per  £  merely  has  been  soggcsled,  beoanse  their 
interest  in  the  main  lines  of  road  is  comparatively  less  than  in  the  case  of 
other  islands  which  use  the  main  lines  as  their  orainary  access  to  Lerwick. 
All  the  mainland  has  been  assessed  at  (me  rate  Icr  the  maintenance 
of  roads  of  general  importance,  whether  existing  or  afterwards  to  be 
made ;  while,  for  the  temporary  repairs  and  extension  of  roads  in  each 
district,  provision  has  been  mside^  hy  a  snpplemeBtasy  ssucaBmcni  to  be 
raised  and  expended  within  each  district. 

The  proposal  to  allow  the  continuanee  of  statute  service  in  the  islands 
of  Unst,  Fetlar,  Whalsay,  and  Bressay,  has  been  osade  in  defisreoce  to 
strong  remonstrances  firom  some  proprietors  in  these  islands^  and  not  from 
any  opinions  that  the  course  is  advisable  in  an^  respect,  or  likely  to  be 
attended  with  satnrfhetory  results.  Your  comuittee  nave  recommendad 
that  all  roads  of  a  public  nature  shall  be  phwed  under  the  chai^t  ef  the 
Oencral  Road  Trustees,  and  supported  at  the  general  expense^  with  sndi 
aid  as  may  be  derived  from  the  HigUand  Road  and  Bridge  Conmiia- 
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Govoty      sionen ;  and  that  district  roads  shall  be  managed  by  District  Road  Tnis- 

ZttOftBd.      ^®^'  appointed  by,  and  accountable  to,  tbe  General  Board  ;  and  that  all 

^^^^^      the  necessary  funds  shall  be  assessed  for  at  the  general  county  meeting, 

Hanry       on  the  30th  of  April,  annually,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  prison  assess- 

£jb»j.ntt  Esq.  meats.    AU  which  is  reported  bv  your  committee. 

(Signed  by)        James  Hoseason,  Chairman. 

Andrew  Umphbat. 
William  Hay. 

0.  G.  DONCAW. 

James  Grieeson. 
John  Bruce. 
A.  J.  Grierson. 
R.  Bell. 

Robert  N.  Spencb. 
Thereupon,  Mr  Bruce  took  the  chair. 

Mr  Grierson  of  Quendale  then  moved,  ^  That  the  committee's  report 
be  approved  of ;"  which  was  unanimously  agreed  on,  with  the  exception 
of  a  dissent  by  Mr  Hay  as  to  the  rate  of  assessment  upon  Lerwick ;  and 
•  the  clerk  was  instructed  to  hare  600  copies  of  the  committee's  report,  to- 

gether with  the  minutes  of  yesterday  and  to^ay,  in  reference  to  roads^ 
printed  as  speedily  as  possible,  and  to  send  copies  thereof  to  each  heritor 
of  Zetland,  whether  resident  or  non-resident. 

.  The  conveners  were  also  appointed  to  send  copies  of  yesterday's 
minutes,  as  well  as  of  to-day*s,  and  the  relative  report,  to  Lord  Zetland, 
the  Lord  Lieutenant,  the  Lord  Advocate,  the  Member,  and  Sherifif  of  the 
County,  with  a  request  that  they  will  urge  the  objects  embraced  in  the 
resolutions  upon  the  attention  of  Government. 

The  meetmg  then  appointed  John  Bruce,  Esq.  of  Sumburgh,  and 
Robert  Bell,  Esq.  of  Lunna,  to  be  joint  conveners  for  the  current  year; 
and  adjourned  to  the  3d  June  next,  at  noon. 

(Signed)        John  Bruce,  Chairman. 
Certified  by        W.  R.  Duncan,  Clerk  of  Suppljf, 

(Copt.) 

Unto  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  her  Majesty^s 
Treasury,  the  Memorial  and  Petition  of  the  General  Annual  Meeting 
of  Commissioners  of  Supply  for  Zetland,  held  at  Lerwick  upon  the 
1st  day  of  May  1858, 

Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  a  few  years  ago,  by  the  operation  of  the  Highland  Relief  Board, 
in  co-operation  with  proprietors  and  otherwise,  and  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  Captain  Webb,  R.E.,  and  a  party  of  sappers,  more  than  100 
miles  of  road  were  constructed  in  Zetland :  thus  openmg  up  lines  of  com- 
munication throughout  the  islands,  and  effecting  a  most  valuable  public 
improvement,  which  the  unaided  efforts  of  the  district  c(wld  never  have 
accomplished. 

-     These  excellent  roads  have  tended  greatly  to  develope  the  resources  of 
Zetland,  and  the  subject  of  keeping  them  in  repair  nas  engaged  modi 
anxious  consideration ;  but  it  has  been  found  impossible,  by  calling  oat 
•the  statute  labour  service  (there  being  no  commutation  Act  in  ZeUand) 
to  carry  out  a  system  of  constant  repair  and  superintendence,  by  which 
alone  roads  can  be  properlv  maintained,  and,  in  many  places,  these  valu- 
•  able  roads  are  &lling  into  decay :    That,  besides  being  satisfied  of  the  in- 
efficiency of  the  statute  service  system,  your  petitioners  are  impressed 
'  with  a  sense  of  its  unfairness,  and  of  the  hardship  which  the  performanoe 
>cf  the  statute  senrice,  and  the  levying  of  the  penalties,  or 
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anessment  as  a  poll  tax,  must  neeessarilj  entail  npon  a  poor  and  nome-  Coantj 

rons  tenantry,  consisting  chiefly  of  fishermen  ;  and,  while  your  petitioners  _  ^^^ 

are  of  opinion  that  the  best  mode  of  raising  funds,  for  maintaining  and  ^*^"°^ 

extending  the  roads  in  Zetland,  must  be  by  an  assessment  on  landlord  Henrv 

and  tenants  equally, — ^which  can  alone  be  done  by  Act  of  Parliament, —  Cheese,  Ssq. 
the  Tery  limited  resources  of  these  islands  render  it  necessary  to  apply  to 
Government  for  assistance  in  effecting  this  most  important  object. 

May  it  therefore  please  your  Lordships  to  adopt  the  necessary  mea- 
sures for  placing  the  roads  of  this  county — ^tbe  poorest  in  Scotland 
-—under  the  charge  of  the  Highland  Road  and  Bridge  Commis- 
sioners, or,  in  some  other  manner,  to  afford  the  necessary  pecu- 
niary aid  and  supervision,  and  for  obtaining  power  from  Parfiament 
to- levy  from  lands  and  heritages  in  Zetland,  to  a  limited  amount* 
and,  in  certain  proportions,  upon  the  mainland  and  other  islands, 
whatever  sums  may  be  deemed  requisite  as  a  contribution  from 
the  district,  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  existing  roads,  and  of 
extending  them,  so  as  to  open  up  the  different  ^stricts  of  this 
county. 

(Signed)        Robert  Bell,  (hmmiuioner  of  Supply . 

Ja.  GrIEBSON,  n  n 

Andrew  J.  Qriebson,  „  „ 

Andw.  Umthrat,         „  „ 

JoHiT  Bbuoe,                 „  *  ft 

Will.  Hat,                  „  „ 

O.  H.  B«  Hat,              i,  9, 

Cha.  Gibb  Duncan,      „  „ 

Joseph  Lease,             ^  w 

Rob.  N.  Spknoe,          ,,  ^ 
Certified  by           W.  B.  Dunoan^  CSeri  ofJShtppfy, 


ExoBBPTS  fr^m  Minutes  of  Meeting  of  Commisnoners  of  Supply  for 
Zetland,  held  at  Lerwick  upon  the  dd  day  x>f  June  1867. 

Mr  Duncan,  chief  magistrate,  produced  and  read  to  the  meeting  certi- 
fied copy  minute  of  the  inhabitants  of  Lerwick,  dated  27th  May  last, 
relative  to  the  maintenance  and  extending  of  the  public  roads,  with 
relative  notice,  dated  23d  Ma^,  which  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr  Hay  then  moved,  that,  m  accordance  with  the  resolutions  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Lerwick,  the  present  meeting  approve  of  the  proposition, 
that  the  assessment  of  the  property  within  tne  burgh  of  Lerwick  shall 
only  be  at  the  rate  of  one-half  of  what  is  to  be  levied  on  the  lands  in  the 
countv, — the  burgh  having  to  keep  up  the  streets  and  lanes  within  its 
bounds  by  paving  and  otl^rwise.  Which  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr 
Leask. 

Mr  Bell  thereafter  moved,  as  an  amendment,  that,  with  the  view  of 
meeting  the  wishes  of  the  inhabitai^ts  of  the  burgh,  the  Commissioners  of 
Supply  are  willing  that  the  property  within  the  burgh  should  be  assessed 
at  three-fourths  of  the  rate  to  be  imposed  on  the  other  property  in  the 
mainland,  and  that  the  lines  of  road  within  the  buigh,  stretching  from 
the  parish  church  to  the  burgh  road,  opposite  the  Air  of  Braewidc,  and 
from  the  Bank  to  the  end  of  the  burgh  road  at  Freefield,  should  be  main- 
tained at  the  general  expense ;  which  was  seconded  by  Mr  A.  J.  Grier- 
son,  when  there  appeared  for  Mr  Hay's  motion,— Mr  Hay  and  Mr  Leask ; 
and  for  Mr  Bell's  amendment, — Messrs  Bell,  Grierson,  Spence,  and  Ho- 
season,  Messrs  Umphrav  and  Duncan  declining  to  vote.  Whereupon 
Mr  Leask  and  Mr  May,  tor  themselves,  and  the  other  Commissioneni  who 
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Comiy      may  adhere  to  them;  protested  and  took  iiistnime&ts  in  the  hands  of  the 

-«^.      clerk. 

^*""°'  Mr  Bell  then  moved,  that,  with  a  view  of  correcting  a  mistake  whoefa 
Bmirf  ^^  inadvertentljT  been  committed  in  framing  head  7th  of  the  report,  the 
Cheyns,  Esq.  following  resolution  should  be  substituted : — ^That,  as  soon  as  any  road 
has  been  completed,  and  has,  upon  application  from  heritors  of  any  dis- 
trict, been  decided  by  the  General  Board  of  Road  Trustees  to  be  of  * 
public  nature,  it  shall  be  taken  under  the  management  of  the  General 
Board,  and  maintained  at  the  general  expense,  provided  that.  If  such 
road  be  in  any  of  the  islands  included  in  head  3d,  an  assessment  shall  be 
levied  thereon^  at  a  rate  amounting  to  one-half  of  that  imposed  upon  the 
mainland;  if  in  any  of  the  islands  included  in  class  4th,  at  a  rate 
amounting  to  two-thirds  of  that  imposed  upon  the  mainland  ;  and  if  in 
the  island  of  Yell,  to  three-fourths  of  said  assessment  upon  the  mainland. 
Which  was  seconded  by  BIr  Hoseason,  and  approved  of. 

Certified  by        W.  B.  DunoAir,  CUrk  o/Shippfy. 


ExTBAOT  Letter  from  R.  Bell,  Esq.,  Joint-Convener  of  Zetland,  to 
J.  MAiTLiJO),  Esq.,  Parliamentary  Agent,  Westminster. 

Middlebie,  Lerwick,  19th  July  1858. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  committee  on  roads  recently  appointed  by  the 
Commissioners  of  Supply,  it  was  on  the  16th  current  resolved  to  request 
you  to  prepare  a  draft  of  some  clauses  founded  upon  the  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  county  last  year.  This  step  has  been  resolved  upon  in 
order  that  we  may  be  prepared  with  a  statement  of  this  county's  wants 
in  respect  of  roads,  to  lay  bef(»e  the  Royal  Commission,  and  to  get  statu- 
tory powers  of  assessment  confirmed,  either  by  clauses  inserted  in  some 
genem  public  Act>  or  in  a  private  Act,  if  that  should  prove  to  be  our 
only  resource. 

I  accordingly  enclose  a  copy  of  the  report  prepared  last  vear,  upon 
which  I  have  made  some  alterations  and  additions,  and  deleted  some  par- 
ticulars which  need  not  be  included  in  the  enacting  clauses. 

You  will  observe  on  the  last  page  a  copy  clause,  which  the  Conmus- 
noners  resolved  at  a  subsequent  meeting  last  year  to  substitute  ibr  Clause 
7tlL  On  fkrther  explanation,  however,  the  Committee  think  that  this 
alteration  was  incautiously  made,  and  that  the  original  dause  is  most 
equitable  and  suitable  in  all  respects. 

You  will  also  observe  that  in  clause  1st,  provinon  has  to  be  made  for 
levying  a  lower  rate  upon  heritages  situat^  in  the  burgh  of  Lerwick. 
The  exact  rate  is  still  an  open  question,  which  we  hope  to  have  ami- 
cably adjusted.  The  amount  under  cUose  2nd  may  alas  be  considered 
unfixed. 

J.  AiAITLAND,  Esq  ,  &C.,  &C., 

Westminster. 
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County 
of 


Wednesday,  leth  Marek  1859.  a«*tand. 


MEMBERS  PBESEirr. 


WilHam  Smjihe,  Esq.         |     Bight  Hon.  Sir  J.  M'Neill. 

Dtmtan  McLaren  Esq. 

MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  II.  Sir  Arthur  NkolMn,  Bart.,  Ezftinlned :— 

I  am  a  conniderable  landed  proprietor  in  Zetland.    I  pMsess  land  both    gir  Arthur 
in  the  mainland  and  in  the  Islands.    Binee  1847,  a  rerj  large  sum  has  NicoIson,Bart. 
been  expended  on  roads  on  the  mainland  or  largest  Island  of  ZetUmd, 
from  the  fbnds  of  the  Destltntion  Committee,  of  which  the  other  islands 
with  the  exception  of  Tell,  obtained  little  or  nothing. 

To  arrire  at  a  satisfactory  condnsiou  with  reference  to  roads  In  that 
countj,  it  is  necessary  to  consider  the  state  and  requirements  of  the 
islands.  Thej  are  an  archipelago  of  about  32  inhabited  islands,  often 
divided  by  tideways,  sueh  as  Veil  Sonnd,  only  a  degree  less  fearftd  than 
the  Pentland  Firth.  With  a  few  exceptions,  the  whole  are  in  the  occn^ 
pation  of  about  6,000  fishing  cottars  who  live  along  the  coast,  and  rent 
small  patches  of  land.  The  gross  rental  of  the  islands^  deducting  the  rent 
of  Lerwick,  is  only  about  L.  19,000,  indnding  the  gross  Talue  of  every- 
thing connected  with  the  land  ;  so  that  the  average  rent  of  these  6,000 
cottars  must  be  under  L.4. 

It  is  evident  that  such  persons  can  have  mere  trifles  of  agricultural 
produce  to  dispose  of,  such  as  a  few  poultry,  eggs,  or  potatoes.  Indeed 
for  a  great  part  of  the  year,  they  are  supported  by  meal,  which  the  fish- 
eurers  land  from  the  south  at  their  storehouses  at  the  diiferent  fishine 
stations  on  the  coast.  The  chief  article  of  export  is  salted  white  fish 
and  herrings,  whidi  are  stored  in  the  places  where  they  are  cored  till  a 
vessel  carries  them  to  markets  in  other  countries.  The  other  artides  of 
produce,  such  as  butter  and  oil,  are  treated  in  the  same  way.  The  only 
articles  that  may  be  called  agricultural,  are  the  small  cattle  and  ponies 
which  go  to  Lerwick  to  be  smpped  in  the  steamer  ;  but  it  is  manifese^ 
that  instead  of  incurring  the  delay,  expense,  and  risk  of  crosnng  periiapa 
a  suocessicm  of  these  broad  and  dangerous  forries,  they  eould  be  shipped 
in  the  herring  boats  and  padcets  that  abound  on  the  coast  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  thus  transported  direct  with  ssfety,  cheapness,  and  rapidity. 
The  fishcurers  have  shops  in  every  district  and  island,  and  land  goods 
from  vessels  from  Leith.  etc.,  that  regularly  call  with  them, — ^the  eurers 
taking  the  people's  produce  to  export,  and  supplying  the  fishermen  with 
meal,  dothing,  and  everything  they  require. 

It  is  evident  that  there  is  no  aiudogv  between  such  a  state  of  things  and 
a  contiguous  his-hland  and  lowland  district,  each  proriding  a  market  for 
the  other's  produce.  In  Zetland  the  produce  is  not  agricultural,  thero  b 
no  market  but  for  a  lew  trifles.  The  district  is  dirided  by  dangerous  tide- 
ways, and,  in  short,  every  island  and  district  is  a  little  system  of  itself 
receiving  its  supplies  firom,  and  exporting  its  produce  to,  other  countries, 
and  has  often  as  little  to  do  with  the  rest  of  the  isfamds  as  if  they  did  not 
exist ;  and  the  few  small  artides,  such  as  poultr^r,  eggs,  or  potatoes,  which 
any  of  the  people  may  have  to  spare,  are  carried  in  tfeir  boats  to  Lerwick, 
when  they  nave  other  business  tnere.  No  doubt  a  road  across  the  main- 
land must  be  condudve  to  its  convenience,  by  contributing  to  the  comfort 
of  travellers  on  foot  or  horseback,  and  the  transport  of  cattle  to  the 
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'  Ccranty      steamer ;  but  a  portion  of  the  statute  labour  in  the  parishes  that  these 
^'  roads  traverse  would  suffice  to  keep  them  up,  which  Captain  Webb,  the 

ZeUaod.      Government  en^neer,  estimated,  would  only  cost  L.200  a-jear ;  and  as 

Sir  Arthur  ^^^  inhabitants  m  the  remoter  parts  of  the  mainland  are  almost  ^he  only 
Kioolflon,  BarL  parties  who  derive  comfort  from  this,  it  is  consistent  with  justice  that 
they  should  maintain  them.  The  roads  on  the  mainland  and  in  Yell  ex- 
tend to  from  130  to  140  miles,  and  they  were  very  judiciously  constructed 
by  the  Government  engineer,  with  reference  to  what  he  saw  was  the 
real  want  of  the  district,  viz.,  the  convenience  of  travellers  and  the 
more  easy  transport  of  the  small  cattle.  Thev  are  broad,  and  pasang 
chiefly  over  deep  flow  mosses,  thev  are  covered  with  dav  and  rubbisK 
which,  being  light,  does  not  sink  in  the  moss,  and  being  much  raised  in  the 
middle,  they  have  completely  justified  his  views.  The  repair  of  them 
should  be  in  accordance  with  the  mode  in  which  they  were  formed.  It 
would  be  almost  impossible  properly  to  metal  these  roads,  for  stones  can 
be  seldom  found  in  these  dense  flow  mosses,  and  from  their  weight  they 
would  sink  and  require  perpetual  renewal.  To  convert  140  miles  of  broad 
road  into  turnpike,  and  keep  them  in  that  state,  would,  looking  at  the  costs 
and  debts  on  turnpikes  on  the  mainland  of  Scotland,  absorb  much  of  the 
fee  simple  of  the  islands;  but  it  would  be  most  oppressive  and  unjust 
that  the  other  islands  should  be  taxed  for  roads  on  the  mainland,  parti- 
cularly as  the  former  have  not  participated  in  the  funds  destined  for  alL 
It  would  also  be  in  direct  opposition  to  the  principle  acted  on  by  the 
legislature  in  the  Orkney  Road  Bill,  viz.,  that  the  island  on  which  the 
road  was  to  be  made  or  repaired  should  alone  bear  the  cost  thereol 
Other  fiicts  show  the  correctness  of  Captain  Webb's  views.  There  is 
scarcely  such  a  thing  as  a  cart  to  be  seen,  except  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Lerwick, — ^the  only  vehicle  being  a  few  gigs  driving  to  the  country 
houses  of  a  few  of  the  better  class  of  gentry.  He  no  doubt  saw  that  a 
fishing  cottar  paying  a  trifle  of  rent,  neither  needed  nor  could  afford  a 
horse  and  cart  to  drive  16  or  20  miles  with  the  few  trivial  articles  that 
he  could  have  to  dispose  of.  Indeed,  it  is  the  opinion  of  every  disinterested 
person,  whether  stranger  or  native,  who  knows  the  islands,  that  to  impart 
a  fair  exchangeable  value  to  these  small  articles  of  produce  in  remote 
parts  of  the  islands,  including  the  mainland,  they  must  be  brought  to 
Lerwick  and  the  steamer  bv  sea ;  and  it  is  thought  that  a  small  steamer 
drcumnavigating  the  islands  weekly  during  Summer,  with  goods  and 
passengers,  and  collecting  small  articles  of  produce,  would  be  the  only 
means  by  which  an  exchangeable  value  could  be  given  to  the  latter. 

If  there  be  no  power  to  commute  the  statute  labour  in  Shetland,  I  think 
there  could  be  no  difficulty  in  proprietors  charging  their  tenants  a  small 
voluntaiy  contribution  with  their  rents ;  and  there  might  be  no  objection, 
if  it  did  not  involve  much  cost,  to  a  commutation  of  statute  labour  on  the 
mainland;  but  I  would  make  it  permissive  to  the  islands  as  well.  11  there 
must  be  a  legislative  Act,  let  it  be  applicable  to  the  whole  islands,  consti- 
tuting them  separate  diiitricts,  and  providing  that  the  funds  raised  on 
each  island  or  parish  by  commutation  of  statute  labour,  shall  be  applied 
to  that  island  or  parish.  I  make  this  distinction,  because  often  an  idand 
forms  only  part  of  a  parish,  whereas  on  the  mainland  there  are  many 
parishes.  I  distinguish  commutation  of  statute  labour  from  an  assess- 
ment, because  the  former  would  be  leviable  from  the  tenants,  and  the 
latter  would  fall  on  the  landlords  ;  apd  they  pay  already  charges  from 
one-third  to  onorhalf  of  their  gross  income. 

There  are  no  tolls  in  Zetland,  and  from  the  foregoing  statement  it  will 
be  seen,  that  there  would  be  no  traffic  to  support  them. 

I  hand  in  the  fqllowing  letter  addressed  to  me  by  Mr  Bruce  of  Sym- 
bister,  who  possesses  one  of  the  greatest  estates  in  Zetland,  ddefly  on  the 
piainland. 
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Letter  from  William  Bbucb,  Esq.  of  Symbister,  to  Sir  Arthur      Comity 

NiooLSON,  Bart.  .  ?'  , 

ZoUand. 

My  dear  Sir  Arthur, — I  am  pleased  to  learn  that  the  Royal  Commi»-  gir  Arthur 
jDoners  have  requested  your  attendance  to-morrow  to  g:iYe  evidence  before  Nioolson,  Bart, 
them,  for  I  think  there  is  no  one  better  informed,  or  who  has  paid  more 
attention  to  the  perplexed  subject  of  the  Shetland  Roads,  than  yourself. 
As  we  have  hitherto  agreed  in  our  view  of  the  matter,  I  feel  now  that  I 
can  safely  trust  oar  interests  in  your  hands,  and  that  you  will  advance 
nothing  to  which  I  will  not  be  ready  to  agree. 

It  would  truly  be  a  desperate  case  were  we  islanders  to  be  taxed  for  the 
making  or  maintaining  of  roads  on  the  mainland,  by  which  neither  our- 
selves nor  tenants  could  be  benefited ;  more  particularly  as  we  have  been 
deprived  of  a  share  of  the  vast  sum  of  monev  which  has  already  been  ex- 
pended in  the  county.  For  instance,  as  you  know,  the  large  and  populous 
uland  of  Whalsay  has  never  had  a  yard  of  road  made  by  the  fimos,  nor 
indeed  been  benefited  in  any  way  by  them.  We  hear  a  great  deal  about 
converting  the  statute  laboiu*  into  monev,  which  might  be  reasonable 
enough,  were  the  money  so  raised  expended  in  its  own  parish,  but  it  would 
be  a  ruinous  and  unjust  deed  to  deprive  us  of  the  use  of  the  statute 
labour  in  kind,  and  then  to  throw  its  value  into  a  common  pursei  to  be 
applied  by  irresponsible  parties  at  their  own  discretion. 

Hoping  to  hear,  ere  long,  how  matters  are  arranged,  I  remain,  etc., 

(Signed)  William  Bruos. 

Tuesday,  15th  March  1859, 
3  Chalmers  Street. 


JHontroee,  Saturdc^,  11th  Jtme  1859. 

MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

William  Smythe,  Esq.      |      Right  Hon.  Sir  J.  M*NdU. 
MR  SMYTHE  IN  THE  CHAIR. 


No.  m.  David  2>.  Blaei,  Esq.  of  Eergord,  Examined:— 

I  am  a  proprietor  in  Shetland.    My  principal  property  is  on  the  main*     David  D. 
land,  and  I  have  also  one  island — that  of  Hoy.  Black,  Esq. 

The  principal  roads  are  all  on  the  mainland,  and  were  mainly  eon- 
structed  by  the  Relief  Commissioners.  Some  of  the  proprietors  gave  a 
proportion  of  the  expense — sometimes  a  half  and  sometunes  a  third.  The 
Commissioners  also  made  a  road  on  the  island  of  Tell. 

There  has  been  great  difficulty  felt  in  getting  these  roads  repaired,  and 
they  are  now  getting  into  very  bad  condition. 

There  is  no  statute  labour  Act  applicable  to  the  islands. 

I  am  of  opmion  that  the  roads  should  be  maintained  by  an  assessmenty 
pajable  equally  by  landlord  and  tenant.  I  myself  possess  about  5,000 
acres,  and  at  present  pay  nothing.  My  tenants  are,  however,  liable  to 
give  their  labour  or  pay  conversion  money. 

I  concur  fully  in  the  resolutions  which  were  passed  by  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Supply  in  May  1857. 

I  think  the  value  of  property  would  be  materially  increased  if  the  roads 
were  kept  in  good  order.  The  effect  of  making  the  roads,  as  &r  as  it  has 
already  gone,  has  much  enhanced  the  value  of  the  land. 

I  could  give  an  instance  in  my  own  case,  where  I  let  a  small  piece  of 
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Coaithr 

of 
Zetland* 

David  l>. 
Black,  £94. 


land  at  60  per  cent,  above  what  it  had  pxeriouslj  been  let  for,  and  tke 
tenant  is  well  pleased  with  the  terras.  The  rise  of  rent  is  partly  in  con- 
sequence of  buildings  I  have  erected,  and  which  could  not  have  been 
so  erected  but  for  the  roads. 

I  am  poiectlj  satisfied  that  a  great  deal  that  is  said  of  the  poverty  of 
8heilana  is  fbuniied  on  mistake,  and  that  there  would  be  no  difficulty 
found  in  levying  a  moderate  assessment ;  and  the  resources  of  the  isLaadt 
would  be  much  more  fully  developed  if  they  had  good  roads. 

Although  there  must  uways  be  a  great  deal  cl  oonmuimication  by  sea, 
there  must  also  be  a  necessity  for  roMS. 

I  signed  a  memorial  to  the  Treasury  some  years  ago»  which  was  drawn 
up  by  Sir  Arthur  Nicolson,  although  I  did  not  fully  concur  in  the  r^re- 
sentations  then  made ;  and  I  should  refuse  to  put  my  name  to  a  sinular 
memorial  at  the  present  time. 

I  am  not  aware  that  there  as  any  difficulty  £mnd  in  levying  the  police 
it  in  Zetland. 


William  R. 
Dancan,  Esq. 


No.  IV.  WUUam  Ba$  Duncath  Esq.,  Ckrk  of  Supply,  Zetland, 

Examined:*-— 

(Copt  Letter  to  the  Secretary.) 

Lerwick,  30th  May  1859. 

Sir, — Since  the  return  made  to  vou  by  me  on  the  llth  curt.,  it  has 
occurred  to  me  that  it  may  tend  to  elucidate  the  deplorable  state  of  road 
matters  here,  were  I  to  send  you  a  copv  of  my  letter  to  the  Commissioners 
of  Supply,  etc.,  in  1853,  which  I  now  beg  to  forward  for  the  information 
of  the  Royal  Commissioners  accordingly. 

It  were  an  easy  matter  to  write  a  book  on  the  subject,  but  my  doing  so 
would  be  a  thanldess  task.  Suffice  it  briefly  to  observe,  that  the  same 
barbarous  system,  as  is  shown  in  my  letter,  still  exists, — ^that  any  addi- 
tional attempt  to  execute  timely  repairs  is  just,  more  or  less,  an  additional 
failure, — ^that  while  every  one  takes  advantage  of  the  benefit  of  our  roads 
throughout  the  county,  comparativelv  few,  of  the  tenantry  at  least,  are 
willing  to  aid  in  maintaining  them, — ^tnat  in  this  town«  so  much  dependent 
upon  supplies  from  the  county  as  it  is,  the  hostility  to  the  charge  of  only 
6d.  a-day  of  statute  service  conversion  money,  or  2b.  yearly,  is  of  a  most 
offensive  and  unwarrantable  nature,  as  I  am  once  more  at  this  moment 
experiencing, — that  as  our  entire  population  have  most  dearly,  in  our 
islands,  as  well  as  on  our  mainland,  very  great  advantages  firam  our 
roads,~I  do  earnestly  hope  and  trust  that  the  Royal  OtMsmissionars 
will  be  enabled  to  give  such  a  decisive  report  upon  them  as  will  produce, 
■i  a  very  short  time,  a  vigorous  system  of  repairs,  cooMsenBurate  vnth  the 
important  benefits  which  good  roads  confer.-^^I  have^  etc, 

(Signed)  Wu.  Rab  Duiioax. 


Lerwidc,  March  31»  18531 

To  the  Honourable  the  Cbmmissioners  of  Supply,  Road  Trustees, 

and  Landholders  of  Zetland. 

Qmntnaaxr^l  deem  it  my  duty  in  thia  manner,  end  with  a  view  to 
afford  time  for  a  consideration  of  the  subject  befinie  the  atatuAoty  eooaty 
■Beating  takes  phce,  to  hnvf  under  your  particular  notice  the  diffical^ 
of  working,  if  not  the  total  impracticability  of  applving,  the  preset  sta* 
tute  service  law  and  regulations  to  Zetland  genenuly ;  and  in  doing  so  I 
shall  endeavour  to  be  as  brief  as  possible. 


